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TOBACCO CROP OF THE UNITED STATES, 1612-1911.

Intelligent use of the following table depends upon observing these explanations:

Area.—Of production, contiguous United States; of trade, contiguous United

States, and, subsequent to their annexation, Alaska, Hawaii, and Porto Rico; of total

consumption, contiguous United States, no allowance being made for the production

and trade of Alaska, Hawaii, and Porto Rico because too small, if anything, to affect

result.

Total production.—^The year mentioned is that of planting, growth, and harvest.

Production derived as follows: Va, crop, 1621, 1639-41, Hening's Statutes at Lai^e;

Va. and Md. crop, 1664, Bruce; 1691, article on tobacco. Census, 1900; other years

prior to 1789, exports of unmanufactured tobacco, frequently stated in the source as

English imports; 1790, average exports of unmanufactured and manufactured tobacco,

1789-91, plus a per capita consumption of 5 pounds indicated by the mean of the

Censuses of 1840 to 1900; 1839, 1849, 1859, 1869, 1879, 1899, 1909, Census; 1841-i5, 1846,

1847, 1853, Commissioner of Patents; 1863-68, 1870-78, 1900-1903, 1906-9, Bureau of

Statistics, U. S. Department of Agriculture; 1880-98, 1904, 1905, tobacco on which

tax was paid by manufacturers to Commissioner of Internal Revenue, plus net exporta

of unmanufactured tobacco. Confederate States omitted for 1863-65, Kentucky for

1863.

Domestic consumption, including garden crop, not included before 1790, and the

garden crop, or small plot of tobacco for use of grower and his family, probably not

included for 1790 and subsequently.

Production per acre .—Census average for 1869 , 1879 , 1899, 1909 ; for all other years.

Bureau of Statistics, U. S. Department of Agriculture.

Total farm value.—Production multiplied by farm value per pound, except that

for 1790 the production was multiplied by average export value; 1899, 1909, Census.

Farm value per pound.—Before 1789 the figures stand for the general and usual

plantation and local price, which was of contemporaneous record, but was not an

average computed from the total value of the tobacco; 1790, average export value;

1847, 1853, Commissioner of Patents; 1849, Census estimate
;
1863-96, 1900-9, Bureau

of Statistics, U. S. Department of Agriculture; 1899, 1909, Census average.

Exports of domestic unmanufactured tobacco—net weight.—Exports of Va.

:

1618-20, Records of Va. Co.; 1627, Winsor; 1640, 1641, Hening's Statutes at Large;

1744-48, 1750-55, Dinwiddle papers, Publ. Va. Hist. Soc. Exports of Va. and Md.:

1647, Winsor; 1688, Va. Hist. Reg. and Publ. of Md. Hist. Soc; 1695, Va. Mag. of

Hist, and Md. Arch.; 1701 (9 months beginning Nov.), Rpts. of Bd. of Trade and
Plantations (in Md. Hist. Mag.); 1730, Macpherson; 1735, 1739, 1749, G. M. Butel-

Dumont; 1757, Jefferson. Imports into England: 1684, Harleian Manuscripts; 1697,

1698, ledgers of Bd. of Customs, London; 1699, 1700, 1702-8, 1740, 1743, Anderson.

Imports into Great Britain: 1760-71, 1782, Macpherson; 1772-81, Sheffield. Exports

from the United States: 1786-88, De Bow; 1789-1801, including reexports, 1802-19,

not including reexports, American State Papers; 1820 and subsequently. Bureau of

Statistics, Department of Commerce and Labor.

The English trade year seems to have begun at Michealmas (Sept. 29) before 1698;

at Christmas in 1698 and subsequently throughout the colonial period. Exports

under the Confederation are assumed to refer to calendar years 1787, 1788, 1789, but

are tabulated under previous years 1786, 1787, 1788. The year under the Constitu-

tion begins thus: 1789, Aug. 1 (14-month year, partly duplicating previous year);

1790-1842, Oct. 1 (1842 is a 9-month year); 1843 and subsequently, July 1.
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The navigation laws prohibited tobacco shipments to any country of Europe except

England (and, after the act of Union in 1707, Scotland), and required use of English

or colonial shipping. Smuggling tended to understatement of trade movement.

Official colonial statistics of tobacco exports from British North America (including

Newfoundland, Bermuda, and Bahama) during the year beginning January 5, 1770,

quoted by Sheffield: To Great Britain, 84,997 hogsheads, at 2^ and 2{ d. per pound,

£904,981:14:0; to Africa, 9,300 pounds, at 2^ d., £87:3:9; to West Indies, 3 hogsheads

and 164,162 pounds, at 2^ d., £1,569:0:41.

Exports of domestic unmanufactured tobacco—total value.—Before 1789

net weight multiplied by the general and usual plantation and local price per pound

;

including reexports, 1789-1801, not including reexports, 1802-19, American State

Papers; 1820 and subsequently. Bureau of Statistics, Department of Commerce and

Labor.

Exports of domestic unmanufactured tobacco—value per pound.—Before

1789 the figures stand for the general and usual plantation and local price, which was

not computed from total value of tobacco; 1789 and subsequently, average export

value.

Imports, less reexports, unmanufactured tobacco.—Total imports less re-

exports before 1866; 1846 is a 7-month year for imports, beginning Dec. 1. For 1866

and subsequently, imports for consumption, except that quantities of very small

imports are not reported for 1871-75, 1877-80. From Bureau of Statistics, Department

of Commerce and Labor.

Domestic exports of manufactured tobacco—net weight.—Including reex-

ports, 1789-1801, not including reexports, 1802-19, American State Papers; 1820 and

subsequently, Bureau of Statistics, Department of Commerce and Labor. Comprise

for 1868-82, only cigars and snuff; 1883-96, only cigars and cigarettes; 1897 and sub-

sequently, only cigars, cigarettes, and plug.

Imports of manufactured tobacco—net weight.—1789-1818, American State

Papers; 1820 and subsequently. Bureau of Statistics, Department of Commerce and

Labor. Fiscal years begin as follows: 1789, Aug. 1 (14-month year); 1790, Oct. 1;

missing, Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 1791; original statements are for calendar years 1792, 1793,

and 1794, but these are entered here on lines for 1791, 1792, and 1793; 1794 (dupli-

cating last quarter of previous year)-1818, Oct. 1; missing, 1819; 1820-42 (1842 is a

9-month year), Oct. 1; 1843 and subsequently, July 1.

Reexports, or foreign exports, op manufactured tobacco—net weight.^—
Included in domestic exports, 1789-1801; reports begm Oct. 1, 1802. For 1802-18,

American State Papers; 1820 and subsequently. Bureau of Statistics, Department of

Commerce and Labor, except that 1847 is estimated.

Imports, less reexports, manufactured tobacco—net weight.—Gross imports

for 1789-1801; total imports less the reexports, 1802-65, 1866 and subsequently, imports

for consumption.

Consumption.—No account taken of stocks at beginning and end of year. The
figures are from the formula of production plus net imports (imports for consumption,

1866 and subsequently) minus domestic exports, and do not stand for actual con-

sumption for any certain year.

The computed low fraction of crop represented by domestic consumption, and the

computed low per capita consumption for the three five-year averages, 1866 to 1880,

are more likely due to underestimation of the crop than to underconsumption.

Consumption—per capita.—Including stems, waste, and imports, and excluding

reexports and probably some of the garden crop; the indicated per capita consump-
tion of tobacco based upon area and population of contiguous United States follows:

1839, 5.65 pounds; weighted averages: 1847, 1849, 1853, 3.03 pounds; 1859, 8.27 pounds;

1866-70, 3.07 pounds; 1871-75, 1.78 pounds; 1876-80, 3.65 pounds; 1881-85, 5.34 pounds;
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1886-90, 5.12 pounds; 1891-95, 5.14 pounds; 1896-1900, 5.85 pounds; 1901-5, 5.98

pounds; 1906-10, 6.16 pounds.

Five-year averages.—The percentages of production retained for consumption

and the per capita consumption are weighted averages; yield per acre and price per

pound are means.

Gold value.—All values have been reduced to gold for 1661-1717, 1861-78.

Equivalents used.—Hogshead: 1664, 475 pounds; 1684-1701, 500 pounds; 1730,

600 pounds; 1740, 850 pounds; 1744-57, 950 pounds; 1786-1864, 1,000 pounds. Case

and bale: 1854-64, 200 pounds. Cigars: 1,000=12 pounds; cigarettes: 1,000=3 pounds.

Authorities.—Ledgers of Imports and Exports of the Board of Customs, deposited

in the Public Record Office, London; American State Papers, Records of the Virginia

Company, Hening's Statutes at Large, Winsor's Narrative and Critical History of

America, Harleian Manuscripts, Publications Virginia Historical Society, Virginia

Historical Register, Publications Maryland Historical Society, Sheffield's Observa-

tions on the Commerce of the American States, Griffith's Early History of Maryland,

G. M. Butel-Dumont's History and Commerce of the British Colonies in North Amer-
ica, Anderson's Coromerce, Tatham's Tobacco, Jefferson's War of the Revolution, Pit-

kin's Statistical View of the United States, De Bow's Industrial Resources, Bruce's

Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century, Maryland Archives, Mac-

pherson's Annals of Commerce, Virginia Magazine of History, Maryland Historical

Magazine, Commissioner of Patents, Bureau of Statistics of the Department of Com-
merce and Labor, Bureau of the Census, Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Bureau

of Statistics of the United States Department of Agriculture.
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