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WHO IS LARS?

▸ Home: Zurich, Switzerland 

▸ Profession: PR specialist 

▸ Hobby 1: Wikipedia  
· editor since March 1, 2004 
· 33’000+ edits in German WP  
· 900+ images uploaded 
· top 500 editors in German WP  

▸ Hobby 2: Albania 
· 30+ trips to Albania since 1994 
· writing about Albania 
· running www.albanien.ch 

PRIVATE IMAGE
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WHY ALBANIA? 

▸ 1994: partner school / human aid 
transports 

▸ fell in love with the country &  
its people 

▸ my way to help:  
provide information 

▸ www.albanien.ch 

▸ Wikipedia user name: Albinfo 

▸ 200+ new articles about Albania

PRIVATE IMAGE REMOVED
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WHY AM I HERE IN TIRANA?

▸ get in contact with Albanian 
wikipedians 

▸ look for possibilities to collaborate 

▸ where can we help each other? 

▸ support organization team



INSPIRE NEW PERSONS

organization team
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WHO IS WRITING ABOUT ALBANIA?

small community of editors 

▸ some guys who love Albania 
(scientists, people who lived there) 

▸ some Albanians (from Kosova) 

▸ some specialists for soccer, 
Eurovision Song Contest etc. 

▸ travelers (images)
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BENEFITS

▸ you learn a lot: 
· content 
· project management 
· people 
· web 

▸ you will find information again 

▸ knowing, that there is no place on 
the web with better information

PRIVATE IMAGE REMOVED
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PROBLEMS  
(OF EDITORS FAR AWAY)

▸ finding literature 

▸ contradictory information 

▸ finding information about recent 
developments 

▸ missing images

PRIVATE IMAGE
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FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT ALBANIA

▸ 90ies: only few books, magazines, 
press coverage 

▸ 2000: first websites on the web > 
collected in Yahoo, ODP 

▸ after 2005: a lot of information online 
in English and German  

▸ since 2010: a lot of information in 
Albanian language

print:  Albanian  other lang 
web:   Albanian  other lang



FUN PART & 
HIGHLIGHTS

ALBANIA IN  
GERMAN WIKIPEDIA
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HIGHLIGHTS

▸ collaboration 

▸ finding new interesting information 

▸ acknowledgment 
· translations of your texts 
· „awards“ for your texts 

▸ thank you

PRIVATE IMAGE REMOVED
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HIGHLIGHTS:  
BUNKERS IN ALBANIA

▸ article translated into English 

▸ featured on homepage of  
German Wikipedia 
· 113’000 views in 2 days 
· click-through-rate of 41% 
· Top 2 of most read articles in this  
  section in 2012
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HIGHLIGHTS:  
ISMAIL KADARE

▸ image of 2002 

▸ used in 153 articles  
in 50 languages/projects
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TO BE PROUD OF

▸ Quality of articles (not quantity) 

▸ no stubs: only long articles 

▸ Albanian Alps (24 languages)  
DE: 108’000 bytes  
EN:   45’000 bytes 
SR:    29’000 bytes 
SQ:   11’000 bytes  
ES:          600 bytes 

▸ Maja e Radohimës (3 languages) 
DE: 9741 bytes 
PL:  1152 bytes  
EN:   546 bytes



ONLY DO AS MUCH AS  
YOU WANT

Lars  
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CHALLENGES

▸ bad texts (no sources, wrong 
information, half done/too short)  
= editor police 

▸ smart-arses & quarrals 

▸ changes & clean-ups 
· websites not available anymore  
· re-organizations (new „bashkie“  
  in Albania) 

▸ deleted images (special copyright 
law in Albania)

PRIVATE IMAGE REMOVED
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PROJECTS

finished 

▸ all bashkie, rrethet  

▸ Reforma Administrative Territoriale 

ongoing 

▸ Zonat e mbrojtura & monumentet 
e natyrës 

▸ missing articles & updates

PRIVATE IMAGE REMOVED
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EDITING GERMAN WIKIPEDIA

▸ de.wikipedia.org:  
· 3rd biggest Wikipedia 
· 1.8 mio. pages 
· 5800 regular editors 
· Germany, Austria, Switzerland,    
  Luxemburg, Liechtenstein,  
  South Tyrol, Belgium 

▸ many well documented topics 

▸ always sources! 

▸ Germans: rules, rules, rules

PHOTO: MICHA L. RIESER CC-BY-3.0 
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ORGANIZATIONS

▸ Wikimedia Foundation  

▸ Chapters in Germany, Austria & 
Switzerland (also for French, Italian, 
Romansh and Swiss-German) 

▸ Projects: 

▸ GLAM (Galleries, Libraries, 
Archives & Museums) / 
Wikipedians in Residence 

▸ Wiki Loves Monuments 

▸ Grants & events

PHOTO: ILARIO CC-BY-4.0 
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THANK YOU!  
QUESTIONS?


