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An Account of an Experiment of the Injection of Mercury in-
to the Blood, and its ill Effects on the Lungs; as it was
communicated to the Royal Society by their late worthy Mem-
ber A. Moulin, M. D.

Have promifed laft Meeting to give my Reafons thisday

why I conceive Mercury to be an Enemy to the Lungs:
I thall only give an account of an Experiment I made on
a Dog at Mr. Boyle's laft Autumn, which I take to make
out what I then promis’d. T injeted into the jugular
Vein about an ounce and half of crude Mercury, and ob-
ferv’d the Dog foon after to have a dry fhort Cough, which
by pretty intervals feiz’d him. I few’d up the Wound,
and fent away the Dog to be look’d after, obferving no
other effe¢ of the Quick-filver at that time. But about
two days after I faw him, and found him troubled with a
great difficulty of breathing, making a noife like that of
a broken-winded Horfe; there was no Tumor about the
root of his Tongue, neither was there any Swelling found
in the Maxillary or Parotide Glindules, though I diligent-
ly fought for it: neither was he obferv’d to drivle, tho’
1 order’d him warm Broth in expetation of a Salivation.
The fourth day after the injeétion of the Mercury he died,
‘being for the two days before fo troubled with an Orthop-
#aa, that he could fleep only when he leaned his Head
againft fomething. I open’d him, and found about him a
pint of bloody Serum evtravafated in the Thorax. I found
alfo the outfide of the Lungs in moft places blifter’d, for
what I at firft took to be fome preternatural dilatations of
the Veficule of the Bronchie, were only Blifters or a fepa-
ration of the common Integuments of the Lungs from their
fubftance. Some of thefe were larger than a Rouncival-Pea,
others were fmaller, but moft of them contain’d mercurial

globules, to be feen even without opening in {everal of them,
thro”
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thro’ the outward Skin ;. opening difcovered it in moft
of thofe that I had the curiofity to examine. Several of
thefe I found broken, and upon a little preflure obferv’d
¢he Mercury to run out, and with it a little Sanies ; but
npon a pretty ftrong preflure, I obferved that a great
quantity of that Samses iffued out.

When I opened the right Ventricle of the Heart, I
found fome Particles of the Quick-Silver in the very midft
of coagulated Blood lodged there, and in that alfo con-
tained in the Arteria pulmonalis. 1 obferved moreover
blood coagulated after a very different manner ( which I
want words to exprefs ) from what I have feen at any
other time, notwithftanding the various Methods I had
us'd to coagulate it, and this in the Interftices between
the Columne of the aforefaid Ventricle; and in this a
greater quantity of Quick-filver than any where elfe in
the Dog. This Coagniuin was in the Pertex of the Ventri-
cle, adhering pretty clofely to the Colwmne and Parie-
tes.

-Opening the left Ventricle, I found a very tenacious
Blood coagulated and fticking firmly to the great Valve,
including the Tendons ofit, and a little refembling a Po-
lypus. In this Ventricle I fearch’d diligently for Mercu-
ry, but found none ; whence it may appear, that the Mer-
cury pafs’d no farther than the extremities of the Arteria
pulmonalis : This occafion’d the aforefaid Blifters, and
forced its way through the common Coat of the Lungs,
partly by its weight, and partly by the propuilion of
frefh Blood to the fame extremities which by the Mer-
cury were flop’d in its motion, and confequently forced
its paffage through that which moft readily gave way,
namely, the common Coat of the Lungs.

I opened the afpera Artevia down to the very Brox-
chiz, bet could find no Mercury in it, though I fearch’d
diligently for it. Each of ithe fubdivifions as well as di-
vilions of the Bronchie was filld with a Samies, which
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when I wafhed away, I found Glcbules of Mercury in
many places under the Brouchie, and upon Examina-
tion they proved to be in the Arterta pulinonalis, 1 have
pre(s’d thefe Globules backwards and forwards, and
made fome of them get out at the holes made in the Ve-
Jficule above defcrib’d. I took {ome pains to find where
the Samics was received into the Brouchie, but could not
{atisfie my {elf. From hence may appear the danger of
ofing Mercury in humane Bodies, {o as that it may ger
into the Mals of Blood, efpecially into the Lungs; they
wanting that brisk ftrong motion which the Mufcles
have in other’ parts, which are able to force it along
with the Blood, in order to the raifing a Salivation.
Their lax {pongy Texture makes them extreamly unfit
for clearing themfelves of {o troublefome a Gueft as Mer-
cury is. That it has this Effe®t on humane Lungs, is
plain from what we daily fee in per{ons that have been
often-flux’d, who are after obferv’d to dye of Confump-
tions that will not give way to Medicine.
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Medicina Hydroftatica, or Hydrg\{{laz‘icl:r applied 1o the
Materia Medica, fhewing how by the Weight that divvers
Bodies wfed in Phyfick bave in Water, one may difcover
whether they be Gennine or Adulterate. By the Ho-
aonreble R O BERT BOY L E, Fellow of the Royal
Sociery, London, 8vo 1690. Printed for Sam. Smith.

"‘E"H E Honourable Author defigns in this Treatile to
thew, that by weighing Bodies in Water, com-
paring their weight in Air, and from thence deducing
the proportion of weight to Water, the Specific Gravi-
ty of Bodies may be more exaétly determined ; counter-
feits diftinguiine from Genuine, and the mixture of mi-
nera: Particles in Stone  difcovered.  Archimedes firft ob-
ferved, That a Body heavier than Water, weighs lefs in

Water



