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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
> I8 &

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

sworn Deposition

Depcnents Yasuiji WATANABE
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The cormodities carried by these merchant ships variled from

time to time, but consisted largely in foodstuffs and those

products needed for the war effort. There were service vessels,
which consisted of those requisitioned by the military, and

civilian vessels, operated without the direct supervision of the
military. we service vessels largely confined thelr activities
to the South Secs Area, lialaya ond Hotherlands Indies, while the
cdvilian veegsels »on hertween China, Manchurla ona eépan =ngether

9

with some in the Molayul, Franen Tndo=-0hina and ihilipolne Areas.
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our armed forces overseas 1ikewise became a serious problem, 1 am
able to give the percentage of decrease of supplies to our forces
overseas 1f the Tribunael desires 1t and have not done so here in
order to save time.

De In 1945 the transportation districts were limited to Manchurila,

Korea and Northern China. In addition to enemy submarine activity

our loss of merchant shipping became aven more acute due toO mine

laying operations by B=29's. Sea routes were practically restricted
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to Japanese home waters and resort had to railway transportation.

In view of the prevailing conditions in May 1945 the Maritime

service Supervision Board was set up as an over-all organ to

supervise military and civilian water transport but 1t was too

situction since the transportation
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On this 29th day of August, 1947
At Tokyo,

DEPONENT: Yasuji WATANAFE

I, Yasuji WATANAZE, hored: I>tis nat the slove statement

was sworn by the Levonant

Ve L
1 " ) » "ull APk
12 anl scal

thereto in

Witness (signed) AXATANI, Kan

LR
L o RN . " \—--l:'-r_ L LT W

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing,

t

Yasuji WATANABE (seal)
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