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'’ AppRES:™F K. KOKI HIROPA,MINISIER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
y: Mo THE SEVENTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE IMPERIAL DIET,
DELIVERED ON JANUARY 22, 1938.

At the last session of the piet I had the honour to speak

on the policy of the Japunese Government regarding the Chiha

pffair. Today I desire To address you on the subsequent

developments which have occurred in the Chinese situation

as well as on our foreign relations in general.
The attitude of the Japanese covernment towards the pre-

sent Affair has been clearly set fortn in their statements

pade public from tiue to time in the past. Japan has no terri-

torial ambitions in China, nor has she any intention of

saparating North China frow the rest oi the country. All

she wants is that China, taking a broad view of the situation,

« will collaborate with Japan toward thne fulfilment of the

3
* 4ideal of Sino-Japanesc co-operation for the coumon prosperity

> gnd well=being of the two countries. Accordingly, aven after

F

the outbreak of the present Affalr, we cagerly looked ifore-

o
4 waru to Joining forces with China ror the purposse of securing

/° peace in East Asic as soon &s the Nationalist Government

scarded their policy of opposition to Japan

~ should have ¢1
core desire to work together

and Manchoukuo and avinced a 8in

for this idea of Japan., However, the Nationalist Government

were cauwght,

T Y e e

h failed to understand our true intentions, and hey
S
;» so to speak, in the trap set by theumselves, being bonnd by
hat they had fostered

h
- -, for such long years.

calm judgment, but relying upon third Pow

Unable to act wisely &and well with &
ers, or allying

W e\

themselves
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themselves with communists, they are evel now calling for a

prolonged resistance, regardless of he plisht of the 400

million people of China whou they hxe plunged 1nto the depth
of suffering and misery. NOW bhehheraic operations of our
loyal and valiant forcws in the norbh and in the south, have
forced the Nationalist government 1O abandon Nanking, thelir.
capitul, and to flee far up the yan; tze RiverT. still un-
repentant, they persist in their desperate opposition. It

{s a most 1amentable thing for the sake of rast Asla as &

ghole &8 well as for the people of China.
Some time agO when the Japanese governuent recelved a

proffer of good offices by the geruan Government to act as

2n intermediary foT bringing aboutb direct negotiations bet-

waen Japan and china, they proposed, with a view O affording

the Nationalist government a last opportunity for recon=

sideration, the following four points as the basic conditinons

for the solution of the Affair:

i. China to abandon nher pro-Communist and anti-

Japanese and agti-Manchoukuo policies to collaborate
with Japan and Manchoukuo in thelr anfi-Cominteri poli-
CY e

2 Establishment of jdemilitarized zones in the

necessary localitles, and of a special regime for the

said localitiles.

3. conclusion of an esonomic e yreement petween

s,

Japan, China and ManchoukuOe
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4, China to pay Japan the neces
iged the minimum reaulreme

sary indemnities.

These iltems suuma nts which

were considered absolutely {ndispensable by the Japanese

Government. It was my earnest hope that the Nationalist'

ould sue for peace on the basis of these funda=-

mental conditions. However, that government, plind to the

Govarnmcnt W

v¢ fraendly intention, exhibited no
but only sought to delay

napimity and Germany

readiness to ask frankly for peace,

the matter and ultima tely falled to send a reply that could

he regarded in any way &S sincere, The Netionalist Govern=

pent having thus wifully thrown away the last chance placed

at theilr disposal by the Japanese Government, it became

clear thet there would be no hope of ever arriving at a

solution'by waiting indefinitely for any reconsideration on

the part of the Nationalist Governmenﬁ. It is because of

these circumstance

the 16th of this month the statement that they would from

thence-forward cease to deal with the Nationalist covernment

in that statement our Govern=

ment

d to the establishamhb and the growth of

govermucnt. As 1S made plain

pmemt now look forwar
of genulne co-operation with

assist in the building

s new Chinese regime capable

Japan, which it 1s _heir intention to

up of a new and rehabilitated China. I am fully convinced

that is the only way of realizing our ideal of securing the

Japanese co-operation.

1

stability of East Asla through Sino-
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I desire to avail myself of this occaslon to say that 1in |
Europe andlﬂmerica there are some who gre apt to entertain |
misgivings regarding Japan's intentions as though she were
trying to close the Chiﬁese door, and expel the interests
of the Powers from Chinas Let me state explicitly thaet not
only will Japan respeet to the fullest extent the rights and
interests of the Powers in the occupled areas, but she 1is

prepared, for the purpose of promoting the welfare of thhe

!
.'
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|
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|

) and to welcome their cultural and economic cooperation there,

Chinese people, teo leave the door wide open to all Powers

It is earnestly to be hoped that the Powers, by recognizing

| the new donditioﬁs prevailing in China, and by appreciating
the propriety of such Japanese demands for necessary and
nationéi adjustments as have besn submitted, or u.y he sub-
mitted hereafter, in order t o meet those conditions, will co-
operate fd; the establishment of a new order in the Far East.

| As regards our relations with Manchoukuo, it is the
fundamental principle of our national policy to help that

country to achieve a healthy progress as an independent

=

state, maintaining all the while its intimate and inseparable
relationship with onr own. In accordance with this basie
principle our Government decided upon the abolition of the
extraterritoriality long emjoyed by Japan and transfer of her¢

“administrative rights in the Sough-Hﬂncﬁuria Rdilway zone,

¥ . And
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And in the execution of that programme the first treaty was
concluded in June, 1936, and the second treaty in November
last'year, the operation of both of which has proved exceeding-
ly satisfactory, As for the imternational status of Manchoukuo,
bacause of the various governmental reforms and -improvements
accomplished through her strenuous efforts exerted with the
help of Japan for their materialization, the Pdwers have come
to revise their appraisement of the new state, 1Italy, férst
of all, extended formal recognition towards the end of November
last, and the mutual extension of formal recognition with I
the Franco Governument of ®pain took place in the early days
of the following December, ’

Japan's policy towards the Soviet Union has always been
gulded by our conviction of the urgent need of placing the
relatlons of the twe countries upon a normal footing for the
sake of the peace of Rast Asila, It is 4n aecordance with
tils policy that we endeavoured within the past year to solve
the long pending issue of the revision of the Rishery Treaty;
but unfortunately, owing to the attitude of the Soviet autho=-

rities, we were obliged to conclude a modus vivendi at the \
year end as in the year before last, I sﬁould add, however,
that since the Soviet Government are proceeding with the
necessary internal preparations for the conclusion of an
aggeement providing fer a revision of the treaty now in force,
we are taking steps for the continuance of the negotiatdnn and

the sipning of the new agreement at the earliest pessible date,
This

"
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This Government attach great lmportance to a smooth op® -

ration of the Japanese concession enterprises in North Saghalien.

Let me say that the Jupanese Government will neverp allow these
rights and interests derived from the “oviet-Japanese Busic
Treaty to be nullifieg throughlunreasonable pressure., Again,
the relations between the Soviet Union and China are attmact-
ing the special attention of our nation, China congluded in
August last a none-aggression pact with the Soviet Uiiion,

¥nile members of the Communist Iaternational have penetrated

all classes of the Chinase, destroying the social order of
the country and endangering the stability of East Asia,
Japan, ever solicitous for the civilization of Eust Asia and
the welfare of its people, cannct but view the situation
with the gravest conecern,

In conducting military operations in China, Japan has
been exercising psecial care l:st the nationals and the
rights and interest of third Powers should suffer. But
there have occurred, I regret to say, toward the end of last
year the Panay ¥ncident ang the LAdybird Ircident, involving
Great Britain and the United States, While it is naédless to

allenation of feeling between Japan and those two countries.
I rejoice that thanks to the cdlm and fair-minded attitude
taken by the Governments of both countries and the sincerity

of our Government and reople, the incidents have been brought

in

- — ——

Jr'i‘!* -"v'-“‘_“‘-‘ﬂ' iy w

i



* -- P . 1

r S 52
in sach cuse to an amicable settelment,

Since the outbréa& of the present Affair, the United
States has always maintained a fair and Jjust attitude, acting,
on all occasions with such careful regard for the cause of Jupa-
nese-American friendship that, despite such mishaps as the
Panay Iucident, the relations of the two countries, I am happy

to say, have suffered no impairment. The Importance to the

conduct of our foreign affairs of Awmerican understanding needs
scarcely to be mentioned. We shall continue to do our best
towards the furtherance of Japanese-Ansrican amity and good
will,

As regards Great Britein, there has been no change in the
policy of the Japanese Government, which aims at the mainte-
nance of the traditional friendship between the two countfies.
I hepe that the British Government and people, grasping fully
the importance of Anglo-Japanese relations, will endeavour to
comprehend correctly Japan's position in East Acsia and to co-
operate with Japan for the furthrance of peace and good under-
?tanding between the two nations. A&t the bame time, I desire

;to urge upon eur own people to stand solidly behind this
: qblicy of the Government, in view of the seriousnes:z of the

F
égé‘Pral situation.

r§~I am glad to say that Japan and Germany lfave been brought
Pl sar together than ever through such auspicious events as the
v; it of H.I.H. Prince Chichibu who was pleased to make a

: to&g of tha£ countr& on his way home from England last year, and

| :fscf the cruise of the H.I.M.S. Ashigara, which included a call

at
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at Klel, Especlally do thisiﬂoyernment appreciate the friend-
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ly and most sympathetic attitude Germany has taken in con-
sonance witﬁithe spirit of the German-Japanese Anti-Comintern
Agreement, we will strive to strengthen further the coope-
ration between the two countries,

From the beginning of the present Affair, Italy, under=-
standing our true motives, has collaborated with us along all
lihes. It is well known to you how consistently and how
energetically the Italian Government sﬁpportad‘our country in
Novembar lat year at the Brussels Conference of the Signatory
Powers to the Nine Pewer Treaty, In connectlon with the

question alrsady mentioned of the settlement of the present

Affair, the Italian Government again manifested their sympa=-
thetic concern, This.Gavernment are nost grateful for these
proofs of good will on the part of Italy, which had taken
actually hhe same position as Japan in the matter of com-
batting the Comintern, joined in the Geeman-Japanese “nti-
Comintern Agreement in November last, It i1s a subject for
congratulation from the standpoint of securing world peace

that Japan, Germany and Italy have come to join forces under

the Anti-Comintern banner. This Government will seek to
extend further the effective cperation of this-agreeument in
concert with Germany and Italy.

In Spain, the civil war which broke out in J.ly 1936
has developed steadily in fawour of the régime under General

France, which has now sueceeded in bringing the greater part

--.-ll-.-‘..-_ -

of the country under its control, and in consolidating 1its

- : J

foundations, Moreover, the Frunco Government 1s identifiled

with

T
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of this country in the policy adopted

f these facts we have

L T i " s T

with the Government

against the comintern., In the light o

gnize that government, and the necessary

decided to reco

e taken early in December last yearl.

steps to that end wer
rade shOWS that there has bean

Assurvey of our foreign ¢

as compared with the

in the past year & notable increase,

preceding vear, of more than 35 per cent, in value as Tre-<
gards imporis and 18 percent. in value as regards exports --

the tatal value of imports and exports together_exceeding

000 yen, which 1s an unprece&dented sum in the

7,270,000,
reign comuerce.

Neverthelsss, thers still remain the ;economic barriers

history of our fo

as heretofore. While andeavouring on the one hand to eli-

ninate these obstucles through diplomatlic means by dealling
ipdividually with the various countries according to thelr

respective circusstances and the weasures employed, by them,

X
this Government &are exerting on the other hand unrenitting

sfforts to promots our forelgn trade by every means available.

During the past

Brigish Indlz, Burma, and Turkey. There were also signed 1n

pecenber a Treatly of Commerce with Slam and a supplementary

agreeuent to the Italo-Japanese Treaty of Commerce relating

to the Italian coloniles. Negotiations are non in progress

with other countries for the conclusion of the necessary

trade agreements, cogering both old and new marketls.

A boycott of Japanese goods has been initiated in certain

countries

-. '*.'*‘H_l'-LI-H
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countries owing to nisleading Chinese' propaganda concerning
the present Aifair and to the machinations of the Chinese
who reside there in large numbers. However, nowhere has 1t
developed into any serilous prcportidns, thanks to the united
efforts of the Government and people and the fair attldude
of the genéral public in the countries coneerned,

The Japanese Government believe it to be one of the
necessary conditions of the peace and harnomy and the pros-
perity of Ja.an, Maichoukuo and China, and consequently of
the entire world, to increase rationally the productive
power of those three countries, and to strgngthen their
sconomic ties, and at the same tilue to promote their trade
with the rest of the world. For the realization of this
purpose the Government are now carefully preparing appropri-
ste plans at houme and abpoad.

Finally I'desire to say a few words on cultural work,

In order to promote internatlional friendship and to bring
sbout a real peace among mankined it 1s necessary that nations
should form intimate cultural bonds and cultivate a full
understanding of one another's lideals and aspirations,

The present Affair is traceable 1in no small degree to Chinese
lakk of understanding in this reggrd.  I{ Japan aﬁd China are
to build up a lasting friendship, they should understand

cach other's national conditions and characteristics, and
cooperate culturally according to the fundamenfal spirit of
the Orient. Taking this standpoint, the Government intend

F N
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to carry en in China wore intensiv-ly than ferefofore the

cultural work which will serve as a foundation for the per-

manent peaee a nd prosperity of the two nationa. At the same

time the Government will not relax their cultural work else-
where since there 1s a speciai need, in the face oIl the
present internatioral situation, of making other peoples
better acdquainted with our unique culture and the national
traits of our people who love justice and peace. |

I hope that from what I have now said you have been
able to understand the views of the Government regarding the
present China Affair and foreign questions in generai; In
peief, the underlying aim of the foreign pelicy of the
Government is to eradicate the roof of evil in East Asia, to
rmake known throughout the world the justic ef our cause, &nd
to contribute toward laying the foundations of world peace.
To that end the Government are doling their very utmost.
And I trust that your will appreciate the intentinns of the
Government ané ddldgexhedst your co-Operation for the attain-
ment of the objectives of our foreign policy in dealing with

the grave emergency that confronts the nation todaye.

.
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I|{)L} CERTIFICATE

Statement of Source and Authenticity

I, HAYASH |, Kase. &Lﬂ(//g&mWw&Jz

~ hereby certify that 1

the document hereto attached in &%‘4{_ consisting
rler ot

S
of ,;ﬁ{ pageq and entitled” W¢ %Ka%ﬂ

is an exact and true copy of an officialw of the

Japanese 7. W" %@b

Certified at Tokyo,

on this @£ day of (lgec’ 3946

/ My )
Witness : [}‘ s d
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