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Froms Commanding Officer,
To Commander in Chief, U.5. Fleet.
Vias & Cormander Task Group FIFFY-BIGHT FOINT Two,
2) Commander Task Porce FIFIY.EIGHT.
( a Commander FIFTH Meet.
(%) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific FMeet,
Sub jeets Aireraft Action Reports; 16 and 17 February 19k5,

Forwarded. Om 16 February, Fighting Seuadron 45 emberked on
UusBoie SAN JACINTO, engaged enemy aireraft in such great mambers over and neay
$0KIU that it appeared they must be overvhelmed by mumeriesl superiority, either

a8 a squadron, teams, or as individuals., Howvever, they achieved such outatanding
results in their air engegemente me to not only reflect great crodit upon thems
-~ _selves, but also upon those who have formulated sound doetrines, tactics and
plaie of employment of Naval Avistion Forces in de#p pemetrations into the
" enamy's innermost homeland fortresses.

ety

2e There are two remerkehle facts in conmection with the Adr Operations
varticipated in by ‘muu Sguadron W5 4n the TOKYO arem that are so significant
and strik as to be almost unbeliovablet First, that for every fighter zortie
over the TUEKYO area, 1.2 airborne enemy plames were destroyed without the loss
of a eingle plane or pllot. Many planes were badly shot up, but they managed to
return to home base; Second, at least six (6) different types of enemy airborne

aireraft were destroyed in this engagement without deperting from the standard
approved fighting doctrine, procedures and tactics preseribed =nd emvloyed by

U.8, Naval Aviation. It is also significant that the enemy, through choice or
neCessity, employed at lemst six different types of interceptors.

HICHALL K, KENUDLE,
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(1) Copy direct
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
In Rep]y AIR FORCE
Refer To: FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-FIVE
- ¢/o Fleet Post Office
g;ﬁ'ﬁ{%8§/ ‘9 San Francisco, California

L M?‘(?h' 1945

Frons Commanding Cfficer, Fighting Squairon FORTY FIVE,
(Commanier CVI, Aiy Groun FORTY PIVE)

To 3 | Commander-in-Chief, U,3, Fleet,

Via ¢ (1) “ommanding Officer, U.3.3., SAN JACINTO,

(2) Commanier Task Group FIFTYLIGHT PO NT TWO,
(3) Commanter Task Foree PIFTY.EIGHT,

(4) Commander FIPTH Fleet,

(5) Commander-in<Crief, U,5, Paeifie Meeot,

Subjeets Alreraft Aetion He orts; 16 and 17 February, 1945,
Reference: (a) ComInCh Serial 7152 of 29 Netober, 1943,

(b) Paecifie Pleet (- nfidential Tetter 1CL«45 of 1

Iinclosuret (A) Comments by G mmander CVL Ay Group FORTY PIVY,

(B) VP45 Adreraf™t ction Rerort AGA-1, Ne, 27, ‘ated
16 February, 1945,

(C) YP-45 Adreraft 'etion Report 'CA-l, Wo, 29, lated

(D) VP45 Adreraft ‘otion Revort CA-l, Fo, 0, dated
16 ?Gmi”‘iry' 1945,

(T) YPo.5 Adreraft ‘etion Report 1CA-1, No, 31, Jdated
16 February, 1945,

(F) VP-45 ‘ireraf™t ‘ction Teport CA-1, Wo, 32, dated
17 Famary » 1“/.::50

) I In accordanee with references (a) and (b), enciosures
(A) through (F) are forwarded herewith,

(1) Advanee Copy
(3? Advance Coples
(1) Copy direct

(1) Copy ‘ireet
ComA rPaeSublomPwd (1) Copy ddreet
USS SAN JACINTO (1) Copy
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VF Sorties - 31 (103.9 hours)
VT Sorties - 17 (58.6 hours)

VF - One, Ensign James B, WOOD, A-1, USFR (Pile Ne, 326428) 444
not survive water landing inside Task Group screen,
¥1 - None,

Airborne enemy aircraft Jestroyed 2 Tonys

by Vs 7 Zekes
6 Osears
3 Claudes
2 Tojos
1 Dinah
1 Hyrt
Airborne enemy aireraft rrobably 4 Tonys
destroyed by VI's 2 Tojos
1 Oseay
1 Zeke
Airborne enemy airoraft damaged 1 Dascar
by VP 1 Zeke
1 Tojo
1 Tony
Airborne enemy aireraft destroved 2 Oscars
by Vs
Airborne enemy aireraft damaved 4 Unidentified
by V1s

Fnemy aireraft probably destroyed 2 or 3 s'ngle engine (VF ty-e)
on groymd by VT:

Uround tmrgets ~ttacked hy VF: 42 rockets vere launched st Nakajima

Ma and Koizuml ai-eraft assembly
rlantes, all roecket hit in target area,
Extent of Damare unascertained,




. A

Ground targets attacked by VTi 76 hits with 100 1b, bombs on aireraft
agecembly rlent at Ota, Vital assembly
area in southern half of ~‘ant

expeeially hard hit,

For both fighter sweeps and combined VF, VB and VT strikes, the gtandard
escort doctrine as set forth in USF 74-B (Tentative) was em loyed, Adr Group
Commanders from this Task Group (58,2) were most fortunate in heing able to
get together rprior to Jeparture from ort on this rast operation =n? were able
to formulate ‘efinite plans as to the exact part to be played bv each
participating unit in each of the missions assigned for the first two days,

A great Jeal of cooperation and coordination was achieved in this mammer, and
by relying on certain tactical siandaris as outlined in USF 7..B, a high
degree of wniformity was achieved in the air work of three separate air grours
working together -n these strike or sweep missions,

Though eonsiderable success was achieved on the initial VF gweeps over
enemy {iclds on the morning of D=2 lay, I am firmly convineced that the same
mmber of planes employed in smaller sroups of not lesz than 16 and not more
than 24 planes per group, could have aceomriished half again the amomt of
Jestruction of ememy airborne aireraft ss was 4tained on any of the VF sweeps,
In varticular the larger sweeps became very unwieldy immedia tely after making
the initial strafing pass on the Tirst field hit and while attemnting +o
reniegvous thereafter, Enemy airborne fighters we e taken under attack by
detached elements of the sweep at this time, and it became quite improssible for
the sweep leader te effeet a rendezvous of his 40 odd planc=s in order that
they couid contimue on to the next airfield, Since enemy airbowme aircraft
w re the vrimary target, it would appesr that the following tactics would
have aeceomplished the desired result: The initial VF sweep to be comrosed
of three proups of 16 planes each, The rroups, rroceeding in company, would
8011t when about 40 miles from the tarvet an? attack three Aifferent airfields
somewhat in the immediate vieinitv o each other in order to stir ur the hornet's
negt, Aifter that the enemy VF ecoul? then he en-aged in aerial ecombat by a
compagt, fairly maneuverahle fighter /r up in the vieinity of a-ch field,

A single rendezvous roint for all three groups would have previously been

‘ed mated as a rallying point for 2ll three flighte so as to form u- the
entire flight for the retwrn trip to hase, In the case of the first VF sweep
over Chiba Peminsula these fields eo0uld have beenm Katori s liohara snd Kisarasm
with some of the lesser fields des! mated as nliernste targets,

It is particularly gratifying to vwitness the Jap being outsmarted and
outfought by such recommended tacties ag the high speed diving turn to the
right or left 29 set forth in TAIC Rerort Mo, 17 of November, 19444 Other
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arrroved tacties such as the wing over, in order to keep the saddle rosition
afttr a Jap fighter has tried to elude attack by a sr11t-8, have met with
the same favorable results, In keeping "p the good word, it is rocommended
that all head-on runssgainst Jap VF he emiloyed with caution, snd if such
a mm is indiceted, make every effort to initiate it from below or cause it
to develop into a small Adeflection bor shot, Over their own homeland the
Japs have already become inereasingly vigoreus and aggressive in their
taotics, and there is every reason %o helieve that they will welcome the
head-on ™m as a 8»1~ndid opportunity ¢t~ ram the enemy, They have everthing
to gain and rossibly only s cheap 1ife fto lose by such maneuvers, and they
are finding us just as tough to ghogt 4o as ever,

Ge By SCHECTEE,




""*W“’ v AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT s AT v

ofS T - filled out)
; |. GENERAL .
(a) Unit Reporting . TPei5 (b) Based on or at B33 SAN JACIFTO (¢) Report No. 28

(d) Take off: Date 16 Fetwamyy, Y5 - = (-7 9RO (K) F it 3ﬂ 84 Long 1U1° 5O
(e) Mission W S airfields on Chila & mainsuiag '{”m / (f) Tnme of Return 0950 (K)(Zone)

I1. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER
TIPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
TA(_’I)(Flli\IG E&Eﬁﬁ‘?w/% ATTTARFg:GKE‘P 3 CARRIED (PER PLANE)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

PaPa5 W45 a 5

111. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

TOF%

i II) S Lo
TEF =5 Vel 12 B8 UK

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

Dgear i
“TDizah R

N B -

(ZONE) f‘i@lﬁ, cagtom
eonaty Chibe
(ZONE) *"mzmﬁ g Tokye Bay Ares

Intereertion of Tlohier swoep

TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF - BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | ~OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS  OBSERVED MARK ING '
= —1- E— T T, — -
SO 2030 | 10-12 |0F00-0830 | Fron Taterd Standard rowm,
Clande | 56 3 adrfiald couth rogulay mead
TW 1 _i ‘ts-‘? L F." T3 hﬁliﬂo

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)_

Did Any Part of Qm_ .
(1) Encounter( ) Occur in Clouds? ¥oe f so, Describe Clouds __*#~* ¢ Eﬁ"ﬂ,fﬂ-&mml ?ﬂ/lf"!;‘}ﬁ, 2300 altoe
t | (YES OR NO) m‘!ﬂu WM AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brllllan% |
| (i) of Sun or Moon o (k) Visibility
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only). -
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: AN NI, (c) .
ENEIAYYPEA/C TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
[ TP43 | caw, 0.7, St f&r‘“wﬁw‘i.‘ “Tarlanle - o ~nstroTed
Pl . = : | gy ' S & ' e 7 (i R == LE 5 =
= - T ~ |Pestroyed
- m%mwo@
_H == B : e :
e
RS .
e T Lot o
L
L %
8 K i 3
'! L >4
3

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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PNAV-16-V-3S37
FormPACA-1
Sheet 2 of 5

A

*
¢

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(a) (b) (c)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C
TYPE OWN A/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE

(d)
WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor,
self-sealing tanks, equipment hit)

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

TF-45 REPORT No. 28

(e)
EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,

- Flak

port aileron

(Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)

2 holesg in fabwi¢ -

ropaired aboard

10 B
11 " -
12 B B -
13 -
14 - R R L B e =
~ VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 1l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SOUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
% | o ) _.__ _i g _ | ___" - A_
 VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) () TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL ¥ NO. OF PLANES
A/C oUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
F6F-5 120 120 2,7 | 400 175 1$ rds, lav, g
IX. ENEMY ANTI-;__AIRCEAFT ENCOUNTERED (_Check one block on each line). o -
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over 5 l lﬁm
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm | ﬁ Entort
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED. CLIMB, “he Japs appeared to bo comrletely disorganised, having sppavently no

at various altitudes Wm plll of attack or defensce. Thﬂy milled around the 33’,’ in
seatiered elements,

;F\TET‘;S The split-S was the favorite evasive manomver of the Jap, but this
w0 was not attemrted or followed by our planes,

RANGE a

PROTECTION

ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




RESTRICTED

S AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT sty e

Form ARA-I
Sheet 3 of 5
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
pial A
BOMN RO BAEGTAVESotBroRn Avessaftyldgigd in 11 Only).
B Lt s - . : . g . 5

¢

REPORT No._ 28

XI. ATTACK@_Q* EMYqll

(a) Target(s) and Location(s for remmining YF on sweep (b) Time Over Target(s) __ ¥ __(Zone)
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
(¢) . Clouds'Over Target.————— : e e et il = S aditehospe:
(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER) :
(d) Visibility of Target _ X : __(e) Visibility__ sy i s
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
() Bombing Tactics: Type _Bomb Sight Used... . N
(LEVEL, GL.DE OR DIVE) (FYPE)
A . & | X
Bombs Dropped per Run _Spacing __ Altitude of Bomb Release. _._
(NUMBER) (FERET) (EEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed | Probably Destroyed ___ Damaged B
(i) - TACK NG L (m) N
(h) DIMENSIONS OR () NO. A/C ATTACKING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO. HITS On DAMAGE (None, slight,
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED. EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk]
|
2
3
4
>
6
7
8

special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both as appropriate, showing tyr

(0) RESULTS: (For ail hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of
Use additional sheets if necessary).

of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above.

Photographs of Damage, When aken Should Be Attached By Staple.

(p) Were Photographs Taken?

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGIST ER CO., PATENTED




cheet ¥of 5 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. wher

filled out) *

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

. LA REPORT No___ 28

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition % - tt 9 M s!mtl

Altitudes & aviecan 8

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics -and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics ]
Use of Cover, Deception 5
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
N ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
- " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-QOut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation

Homing

Rendezyous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




Bight PEF-5's of Pighting Squadron "0/TY FIVE were launched at 0700 (K), 16
Pebruary, 1945 to participate in the first Havy raid on the Japanese homoland,
They ascompanied twenty eight (28) FéP.5's from the USS LEXINGTON and USS HARC CK,
flying high cover for the other fighter elements at 7,500 feet., The divisionms
of SAN JACINTO plan~s were composed as follows: Comdr, Scheeter, Tnsign Taylor, "msiem
Nosely, “nsign Kidwell; L!eutenant Perry, ‘neisn Tolg, Ensign Cuffe and ‘nsign Bywater,

The sweep leader had plammed to hit the major sirfield of Kisarasu “irst on the
western coast of Chiba Peminsula but was ‘enied doing this hy the weather vhich had
closed in that area, The eastern eoast of Chiba Peninsula was reasonably clear,
however. and at 0750 (K) the flight was over Choshi Point (Imubo Saki Tisht), At
NaOn ([’ the fighter elements below the SAN JACINTO rlanes which were still at
7,500 feet made a rmm on Katori airfield “rom vest to ecast, Commander Schecter,
through binoeulars ohserved at that time enemy rlanes in the rroecess of %taking off
both from the runways and the dirt vortions of the field, kicking ur elouls of dust,
The sweep in one rass started at least six large fires on the field, atiributed to
purning single planes or groups of nlames, “hrough the glasses the OAN JACTNTO
leader also ohserved very intemse mediym anti-aireraft fire conming ur “rom all
sections surrounding the field to a depth of ome half to three quarters of a mile
from the peri hery of the runway ares,

The air was suddenly filled with Jap firhters, some (particularly Zekes)
flying north from Mobara iirfield ani some com’ng up “rom Katori, Commander
Seheeter snd his wingman (Emsimm Tavler) sow 2 Claude climbing near them dead ahead
and they moved over in seetion formation to him, with Taylor about 370 feet behind
his leader, The Claude started a turn %o ori, exposing the top of his wings and
fuselace in rerfect nlan view to the oncoming Helleats, Commander Schecter ovened
fire at about 400 feet range, Mll Jeflcetion shot hitting the coekpit and Tuselage
section, Taylor opemed a'most immediately sfterwards from the same ran~e 30 degree
deflection, and his burst srlattered ‘n *o the coekrit and engine accessory sectlon,
The Claude exrloded into flames as Tayleor rassed wnder him, The Jap was ohserved
to have the eockpit open, apparemtly h ving ~Tammed 'o haill out hefore he vas
burned to a einder hy his Tlaming rlane,

Shortly after the abeve enccunter Fnsign 'osely, seeond seetion lsader of the
firet division, sew three Oscars avproach  head on, five hundred feel “igher
than the Aivision, Mosely rulled u- s arply as they came in ronge nd Tired a long
burst at the center Oscar from a quartering econverging course an? saw larpge pleces
from the cowl section fly off, As Wozely lookod back the nlane was headed dowm out
of eontrol with flames streaming from the engine, 7he vilot 314 not hall out,

inaign Kidwell, flying wing on Hosely, otserved three Clsnde's at the base of
the elouds, about 700 feet above him an? Mosely, The latter milled up sharrly to
ort from helow to engage the center plane, ns Xidwell made a c¢limbing right twmn
to tackle the one on the right, Kidwell ?ired very short bhurst in a 30 degree
defleetion shot, and the Claude rolled on his back ~oing down in fMlames, The Jap
rlane eragshed with a larpe exrlosion when he hit the deck,

The high cover fighters effected a renlezvous over the lower altitude VF ghout
five miles southeast of Katori air©ield, and the entire Might headed in a reneral
courge of 270%, with the 3AN JACINTC fighters still at 7000 - 8000 feet, The sweep
leader still intended to proceed to ¥Xisarazu iirfield, mt the flight soon eneountered
many other Jap rianes, both in the single and twin ine categories, and a ceneral
melee o.'\ﬂos in the area around the coastal airfield of Kiyakawa and sonthvard
toward Mobara Airfield,

mle




Commander Schecter and Fnsign Tayler made 2 ~eection rum oh a Zeke s ¥1°h Tayler
misging butl the seotion lsaders btullets aswoking ‘he Jap in a Mll defliaction shot,
‘aylor saw the “eke svlash,

¥hile T4, Perry's division was almost “1rectly over Hiyakewa Airfield at 7,000
feat, a Claude came over in their Mreetion, in Perry's lenguace "like an nouisitive
kid", Ae soom as the Jap saw that the 'lelleats were not friendly »lanes he started
dowm in a8 steep Aive to vert, Perry banked g arply and dove after him giving the
(laude a squirt which missed owing to ‘oo mueh lead, The rest of Perry's 4ivision
not in a position to fire, The four lones recovered to the morth, 414 a quick
degree turn an? made another run -n the Claude whieh had leveled out scmewhat
an easterly couwrse, erry got the riht Tead in tV's vags and his bullets smoked
the Claude, No one else in the Aivision scoved bi‘s, The Clande vhealed sround
again and started heading down Past a o ently for a landing on a restarly eourse at
Hiyokewa ficld, ag Perry's division twrned aain te the north for another run,

Perry got in another burst, seoring h1%s on the Claude whieh momentar'ly smoked again,
By this time the Jap was about three-guariers of a mile east of the field, still

too high for a landing, Fnsign Bywater, "tall-end Charlie" of his diviaion, Mred

a2 good burst hitting the Claude and sendinpy 1t craghing to the field in “amag Prom
about 2 hundred feet altitude,

This encounter oecurred at the bYegiming of the elimex of the melee, rogarding
which "neign Dywmter 2814 "for = while vou eould look in any Airection an' see from
1 to 3 Jap clanes coing down in smoke and flames," '8 Lt,(jz) Cuffe, "ieu e-ant
Ferry's seeond seetion leader deseribod the bmt'le, "It wos a mil1l of vlones in whieh
the tu':l wag to the left, with Japs feedinc ‘n from the ton end hurning ot at the
bottom,

At this time Fnsign ¥osely and Kidwell vere a 1ittle south of Miwakawa field on
ecourse adbout 270° when they saw 6 or 7 ‘ckes snd Tonys on their same oourse ahout
a thousand fee! above them, A Zeke and a "~my rolled over sn? siarted sn overhead
rn on Hosely, The latter turmed sharply *o ~ort, tut the Tony rressed h-me the
attack, s the “eke broke off Kidwell mode & turn te the risht in a gteen bhank to
observe the Tony's dive and to ‘e able %o get 'n vosition for sttack, hen the
Tony started ©ir ng on Mo ely, Xidwell ano? ‘ack to the laft and e imhed steeply
Firing a short burst with about a 30 mil “efleetion, The Tony smoked 3 1ater
flamed, coing straight down umtil he erashed,

The area of the alr baitle was now moving s -nthward toward Jobara 'irf eld, with
the twe high eover Aivisions maintaining ~vee-iionally rood tactical Tormatien
thee tte 't this time Commandcy checter, seeins “wo oy three lekes = narently
elimbing ‘n elouds, -ettins ready to attack, mede a £1at side rwm on the sterm /eke
Plaming him with the fi-st burst in a ful! deflcetion shot, The Zeke dived Aowm out
of control as the rilet bailed out,

About this time, Just eaet of Mebara, o “eke ma’e a ™um on the iir ‘rorr Commander's
division and "nsign losely 5114 wndern-ath the formition from the starboard quarter and
- with one burst flamed the Jap sg he 'role of'f hig attack, The Jap rilet tatled out
almost ‘mmediaely,

Just then several other Jap lenes made an atiack from above and from A fferent

bearings, One of them, a Zeke, rolled over on his back directly above nsign Xidwell
and starte? diving on him, Then the ‘eke crened Pire Kidwell hankod shaply to the
right causing the Jap to mise, The Zeke dove rast Kidwell to rort, and them the Jap
ralled up Mpl{ when about 500 feet helow the Tormer, 'hen the .e%e 7ot back to
level (about 6,500 feet) Kidwell vot om his tail, The Zeke emtinued to

- o
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elimb, aa Kidwell got in a long marat, The eke started burming sround the engine
and wing roots and foll off in a steep Aive, Kidwell 14 not see him erash 88
there was another Jeke coming in from sbove which Kidwell hed e twurn avay “rom,

im Commanier ‘cheeter's Aivision got joined up again, north of liobara, the
spoup s otted a Dinak eiveling and paining nltitude, The division in Intian Tile
mode & flat side mum on the twin emgine bomber, Commander Scheeter got hits in
the fuselage section in a full defleetion stot, The Dinah was smoking and streaming
sagoline as it ressed helow the l-ad 1ane to the left, neign Honely, hlazed
the Mmah with one arst,

Then the first Ai{vision, retting towm over Hobera flield, obs-rved wmite of
the escorted sweep VF meking runs orn the fiel? and saw at leagt three or four
large fives from burning planes on the deck, 4% this time numerous Seles Ccame
in fyom westward and Commanier lchecter rot in & quartering rmm on one Jeke whiech vas
dimbing "nd twrning to the right, Numerous hita were scored in the angine and
vieinity of the ecoekpit and a henvy streem of ras voured from the wmder o'de of
the ™pselape, This rlane dived away to the right and "meion Taylor saw it erash,

The lames them rroceeded to thelr rendezvous »oint esst of Tawata "nli, where
many ~lames of the sweep were apmaremtly trying to effeet a remdervous, “hile in
a turn over thia group snd headed west & - 7 “akes were spcited about 1000 feet
above the fighters, ap arently waiting t- follow the sweep back tr the sk
Grour, The W ole lst d!viaion attacked these Japs canging their "osrmation
to olimb rapidly and scatter toward the const, Commander Dcheecler fallowed the
last Zeke witil at maximm rance (mbout .77 yards) he orened fire, HHits were
geen in the tnil and Tuselage, The Jap dived swmy steeply to vort and the
Helleat "ollowed momentarily, retting »-ve "its in a full defleetion ahot, The
‘eke was hoaded dowm to the water smolking heavily when last scen,

#ith this emem> flight broken ur, the 'rest 4lvision rlanes returned in the
rendezvous ~o'nt wvhere the 1ir CGwoup Comman’cr gathered all the SAM JAC 1O VF
and ag many others 28 would follow and returned %o Bage, making Trequemt observatlons
agtern to ‘nesure thot no Japs were tailing ‘he retwrning ©rhters hack to the "Tank
Forece,
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XI11l. MATERIAL DATA (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
P » . . )
: ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).
Guns, Gunsights 1.- ) ,
-/l‘:\urrctsl | ‘ ALl @t?ﬂam{ and material ioned satiefoctesily
mmunition |

Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection -

| eak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

/\rr ramﬁ

C o] surfaces
C trol };t‘*m

L.“xt Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

| Flight Characteristics

At Various 1=’"~*i mr;t:

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories

Propellers :
Lubricating System

Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities
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