HEADRUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) 2 :
INTERROGATION NO. USSBS 252 Place:
(NAV NO, 60) - Date:

Time:

Division of Origin: Naval analysis Divisilon.

Subject: (1) Transports at MIDWAY. '
(2) Transports at Battle of Zastern SOLCuCLS 25 august L9424
(3) Battle of TASSAFARONGA 30 November 1942 .

Personnel interrogated and background of eagh:

Captain TOYAMA, Yasumi, IJN; Chief of Staff Seconu Destroyer sSquadrorn,
flagship JINTSU (CL), at MIDWAY and Eastern SOLO.ONS. OTC at TASSAFARONGA.
(This officer seemed particularly well informed. Also referred to several
personal notebooks).

Where interviewed: Room No. 748 - Meiji Building.

Interrogator: Captain C. Shands, USN.
Interpreter: Lieut.(jg) R. P. Brown,U.S.N.R.

Allied Officers Present: Colonel Cole, USa.

SUMARY

(2) MIDWAY. List of transport force at MIDWAY. Sketch showing fall of bombs
from horizonbal-bombing attack 3 June., Also torpedo hit on akZBONO idL.RU
during night 3-4 June. No other attacks on transports. wioss of carriers
during May and June 1942 necessitated reorganization of striking forces.
Diversion of seaplane tenders and battleships for reconversiorn to carriers

further reduced available Naval ships. Offensive war ended, defensive
started.

(b) ELSTERN SOLOMONS. Transport KRINRYU LiaRU (?) damaged and abandoned after
dive-bombing attacke MUTSALTI (DD) sunk by B-17's in horizontal-bombing
attack. Reinforceiment of Japanese forces cancelled due loss of alr support
as a result of sinking ®YUJO (CV) and damage sustained by SHOkahU. JINTSU
(CL) damaged by dive-bombsrs, |

(¢) TaSSuFARONGA. Desion 2, while reinforcing Ja_.anese forces on GU.DALC.NaL,
enfaged United States Cruiser Force. United States crulsers damaged by
torpedoes. TuhalaMI (DD) sunk by shell fire from cruisers. NaGal.iil (DD)
received superiicial damage. Landing operations repulsed. |
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LESTRICTED

INDIRECT ESCORT

Second Fleet
Vice Admiral KONDO, N,, CinC; Rear Admiral SHIRAISHI, Chief of Staff

DatDiv 3 Crubiv 4
Tear Admiral MIKAWA Vice Admiral KONDO
KONGo (BB) . ATAGO (CA)
HIETI (RB) CHOKAI (CA)
DesRon 4

Rear Admirsl NISHINMURA

NAKA (CL)

., DD%s
Supply Group and Tankers
Fast Supoort
CruDiv 7; Rear Admiral KURITA
suzZUYA (CA) MOGAMI (CA)
KUI'ANO (CA) MIKULA (CA)
' 1 Tanker
Direct Escort and Occupation Force SKuchiku.Sentaiz
DesRon 2

Rear Admiral TANAKA, R., OTC; ‘Captain TOYAMA, Y., Chief of Staff

JINTSU (CL) (F)

DesDiv 15 (15 Kuchikutai) 3 DD's
DesDiv 16 (16 Xuehikutai) 4 DD's
pesDiv 18 (18 Kuchikutai) 4 DD's

CarDiv 11 (XKoku Sentai)
Rear Admirel .FUJITA, R,

CHITOSE /, Patrol Boats
KANMTIKAWA MARU 3 Submarine Chasers
1 DD 1 Tanker
6 Tansports: KINRYU MARU KYOZUMI MARU 2 Army Traensports
ARGENTII'E MARU BRAZIL MARU (Names unknovm)

Special Navy Landing Force Troops.

About 1500 larines for SAND ISLIND.

1000 Army for EASTERN ISL.ND.

11th and 12th Construction Battalion (Setsueitai),
1 Survey Force.

1 Wecther Group.

About 50 lMarines and 1lth Air Flotilla for KURE ISLAND Seaplane Pase.
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(The MIZUHO was supposed to accompany the CHITOSE but was sunk by a
United States Submarine between OMIAZALI and DAIOAzALI May 1942 so the
KAMIKAGA MARU was substituted.) |

Q. ““hat was your navigation track?

A. The Direct Escort led by the JINTSU departed SAIPAN, passed to the west of
TINIAN, then proceeded to about 28N, 165V, then east to the rendezvous
point 26-15N, 175-40E. Some of the slow transports started from ENIWETOK.
We were given air coverage by the 24th Flying Squadron from the MARSHALLG
and by the 26th from MARCUS. Due to a submarine report we did not quite
reach the rendezvous point with the Second Fleet but changed course to the
northeast. About two days before the carrier battle we joined the Sécond

. Fleet but operated as a separate force. Vie cruised several miles apart,

at maximum speed ten knots due to slow transportss

Q. Did you zig-zag in formation?

A, Yes, the Naval vessels zig-zagged day and night; but due to the slow speed,
the transports did not zig~zags I1f near a submarine they wouid avoid by
independent actiong

Qs In what direction were you intending to approach MIDVAY for the landing?

A, We were going to approach the south side, sending out landing boats as far
as the reef. Ve had many different kinds of landing boats but did not think
that many would be able to pass over the reefsi If they zot stuck the
personnel were supposed to transfer to rubber landlng boatss '.e had pienty
of equipment for a three month's occupation without help, but were not sure
of our boats,

Q. Did you plan to send ships to PZARL and HERMES REIZF?
A, No, only to KURE, EASTERI and SAND ISLANDS.

Q. During your approach were you attacked? |

A, About 0915, 3 June,we saw one FBY circling formation about 500 miles west
of MIDWAY, but no attack. About 1700 the same day, we werec attacned by
9 B-17's. They were at different altitudes, between 5-6000 meters. They
surprised us, but did not have time to open fire. The nearest bombs landed
about 200 meters from a ship. No damage. (See diagram).

0 JINTSU (F)

0\,
0 (oD) £ 5) 0 (o)
0 \'%o%,
" i\, 03/1700
“\;n%ﬂ} 7 = BLTM8 \
0 (WD) # R oot 0 0 (DD)
0 0
‘ Wi
() ™ Torpedo (PBY)
R ArEBONO MARU
OL/0100
0 (DpD) - 0 (pD)

B-17 attack on MIDAY Transports - 1700/3 June
PBY torpedo attack on MIDVAY Transports - 0100/4 June
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A, (Continued)'ﬂe sau 2 PBY's later but they did not attackes About midnight

that same night we were attacked by two or three more PBY's, Oue dropped
a torpedo which hit the tanker AKEBONO ARG in the bow, hleven mel were
Killed and 13 wounded vyt it did not sink, only slowed dpowiie The FBY's
also strafed the column of ships killing a few men bub did no damage.

Q. here you maneuvering during these attacks?

A. The Naval vessels were steaming about 12 Lnots, zig-zagring. Tae transports

did not zig-zag because both attacks surprised us. They held & steady course
ot about ten knots.

Q. Were there any battlesnips or heavy crulsers 1n your fo.mation?
4. There were none 1in our formation. Only the JINTSU, The battlesilps and
heavy crulsers werec several miles away.

Q. Vhen did you retire?

A, During the night after the carrier battle we received orders for the trans-

ports to retire.  The 15th Destroyer Group (3 DD) accompanied them. The
JINTSU with the 16th and 13th Destroyer Group (8 DD) were directed to pro-=
ceed to the carrier area and rendezvous with the main body in that vicinity
in case of a surface action, CruDiv 7 (SUZLYA, KUMANO, IOGAMI and MIKUWA)
were ordered TO proceed.towards MIDWAY. During the night the Milk UMA -
collided so the -entire Division retired. The JINTSU and & DD's approache
the battle area and saw ONC carrier burning. About the same time we
received a report thab the United States Task lorce was coming, SO We
retired and joined the YAMATO and Main Body about 0353, 6 June (4T=9) .
About 0900/Z, CruDiv 7 (SUSUYA, RUMANO), FOURTH Scuadron (ATAGO, CHOLAL),
EIGHTH Squadron (TONE, CHIKUMA) and SECOND Destroycr squadron (JINTSU,
¢ DD's) left the mailn body and went south to rendczvous with the MOCGALL
in case fast units of the American Fleet were therec. e rendezvoused with
the MOGAMI at 0600, 8 June (ZT-9), about 20N, 171l then proceeded due
west to rejoin the Main Body and transports, joining av 1300, 9 Junc (<9) .
The entire fleet rendezvoused and refueled all day 9 June (=9)s The fleet
then proceeded WCSU. Tater some ships went to JAPAN, some to TRUK and the
transports to GUAM and SAIrAli.

Q. Yhile you werdc rctiring were you sbbacked:
Ao, No, but we expecbed it. The MOGAMI and LIKULA to the soubheast of us were
attacked on 6 June (Plus 12)3¢ MOGALLL damased, kibULiA sunl. We were trylng
to come between the MOGAMI group and the American force to help the wOGALL.
The destroyer ARASHIO rescucd the survivors from the LIKUMA.

Q. Did the Battle of WMID4AY have any effect upou youl planning?

A, The loss of five carricrs in May anc June with several others damaged maade
it necessary Lo reorganlze our striking forccs. ‘1o wanted to capture
W IDWAY to prevent another 2ir attack upon JAPAL similiar to the attack on 18
April, e also wanted to usc it for search as we did MARCUS and VIAKE, Vie
did not think the Ameri.can forces were so strong as they werc ab MIDWAY .
The loss of the carrlers was later felt in our operations, e wWere
unable to use seaplancs for long—rangec reconnaissancc bccause We had to
convert seaplane tenders, 1ike the CHITOSE to sircraft carricrs. e also
had to cenvert the ISE and HYUGA (BB's) to carriers so thcy werc lost to us
for a long time., After MIDUAY we wiere defensive trying to hold what we haa
instead of expandinge
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PATTLE O TEE EASTERIT SOLOIOI'S, 25 Al

apw SwS TEWE W

Q. What was your mission in the SOLOMOLS Area in August?

A. e werc cscorting special Army and Navy troops to CAPE DABIT on GUADALCaMNAL.
1 was Chief of Staff to Rear idmiral TANAKA on the JINTSU (CL). Ve also
had four destroyers and four transports with us. The IYUJO was operating
to the east of us. Sometimes we would see it. The SHOKARU and ZUIKAKU werc
also operating to the east but we never saw them,

Je miere you ever attacked?
Ao Yes, the morning of 25 august we were attacked by dive-bombers.

We were about 100 miles riorth of GUADALCANAL proceeding, south at about

9 knots beecause of a slow transport. About 0700(~7), about 12 dive-
nombers attacked us., The JINISU was hit on the port side betweer nunber
one and two turrets. The Second Destroyer Squadron Staii then transferred
to the NAGANAMI (DD) and the JINTSU returned to the houcland for repails
One transport was also badly damagea at the same tlue. T think that 1t

was the KINRYU MARU,.

Qe Did you receive any other attachks?

A, The JINTSU was not attacked again, but the LIN:YU Madl and the L UTSARTL
(DD) were attacked by 3-17's about two hours later. The transport had
been abandoned and was sinking. The LUTSALTI had stopped and was pre-
paring to torpedo the transport when 9 B-17's bombed and sank it. A
number of men wiere rescued by other destroyerg. The Uransport vias not
hit at that time but was tornedoed by another destroyers

Q. Wwere those destroyers from your own force?

A. No, we had retired a few miles to the north. There were four destroyers,
I thirk from the Tighth Fleet., They had bombarded GUADALCAIVAL the night
before and were to join us on the 25th as additional escort. They had
been attacked by dive-bombers during the night but not hiv,

Q. ihere did vou go after the attack?
A, e escorted the remaining transports to the SHORTLAND IS&ialDS. Tue
Second Destroyer Staff then shifted to the KAGERO (DD).

Q. ¥ny didn't you ¢ atinue and land your troops at GUADALCANAL?
A. e were ordered Lick., I think that it may have been because of the loss
of the RYUJO and daaage to the SHOKAKUa /e did not have air support for

a landing.,

BLTTLE OF TASSAFARQN GA,

M
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Q. What ships were nresent during the Battle of TASSAFARONGAY

A, Flagship NACANAMI (DD), iear Admiral TANALA, and thie Second lestroyer
Sauadron which was composed of tie FFifteenth Destroyer Division
(CYASHIO, KURASHIO, h.GsRO), the Twenty~fourth Destroyer Divislon
(LAWAKAZE, SUZUhaZE) ard tlie Thirteenth Destroycer Divielon ( PARANALIT,
NAGANAMI and the MALANALI).

Qe ¥iere there any heavy ships present?
A, Lo, just destroyers., The JINTSU was being repalired in JaPalie Lo obthner
cruisers or transports were there,

Q. What was our objective that night?

A, we had left BUIN on the night of the 29th, passed through FOUGAINVILLE
STRALT on course 090°, just past RONCODOR REEF; then south to RaliOS
ISLaND, passed west of F'ULDIKA and BUENa VISTA ISLaND, then souch
of SAVO ISLAKD. e were intending to land supplies and a few Troops
at. TASSAFAROLGA

Q. Did you receive any air attacks during your passage?

e No air attacks either going down or returning except flares which were
dropped during the night actilon.

252=5




RESTRICTED

Pl Fe et = PR s L s e

TRLNSCRIPT OF INTXRROGATION (Captain TOYAMA, Yasumi, IJN)

- -

—--———_——————l——_—--———-—-—&---———_———n

Q. Did you have radar search or fire control equipment?

A,

Qo
A

Qe
A

Qo
Ae

Qu

e

Qe

he

No radar of any sort., Visual fire control only. ‘Je received a wireless
report from RABAUL that some of younr cruisers were present in the
GUADALCALAL Area, but no details, '

Give a description of the battle.

e were proceeding on a southwesterly course between CAPL ISPIRANCE and
SAVO ISLaND, speed 15 hnots., The ships were in column with the TAKANAMI
on the port bow as a picket shipe Between CAPE &SPIRAlCa and TLSSAFARONGA
we had slowed to 12 knots, :etting ready to land our supplies, when ypur
ships were sighted. Just after we had slowed down and just before we
turned, we saw two torpedoes pass ahead of us. You also opened fire at
the same time. That was the first time we saw your ships. e lmmed-
iately increased speed to 24 knots and reversed course, 1Thne three
divisions made a simultancous column turn, with the division leaders in
the lead. Wwe had practiced this turn for about a year and one-half at
night. I had sent out a signal not to open fire with guns unless
necessary. The TAKANAMI fired about seventy rounds and was the only
ship to open up. Because it opened fire, it was concentrated upon

by the American ships and sunk. It was the.only ship sunk during the

action.

Wthen we sighted your ships,I sent out a signal to twn and to execute
a mass torpedo attack. The destroyers fired as fast as they could.

Wie saw torpedoes hit the flagship of .your force and also nit several
destroyers which were burning. Because of your starshells and alr-
plane flares, I was afraid that your ships would follow us, Our snips
were again in column about five miles north of CAPE ESPERaANCE,. 1
thought that your force would pass north of SaVO ISLAND and try to
intercept us if we retired the same direction that we came 1n; so we
retired at full speed to the northwest between NE/ GEORGLa and SANTA
ISABAL ISLAND.

Did you return and land your supplies?
No, we returned to BUIN., We landed the troops and supplies later on

3, 7 and 10 December,

Were any more of your ships hit by American torpedoes or gunfire?
The TAKANAMI (DD) was the only one sunk., The NAGANAMI received two
shrapnel hits in the after stack. That was the only damage., Many
near misses, no torpedo hits,

Did your destroyers zig-zag during tne battle?
Tle did not zig-zag, only increased speed,

Did you have any ships present with just one stack?
No, only new type destroyers with two stacks.
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