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INTRODUCTION.

o

Tae hiftory of the Britifh navy is beft learned in the
lives of the Britifh naval heroes. = The biographer fepa-
rates the individual from the reft of his clafs, examines
bis motives, appreciates his means, and compares his im-
pediments. The hiftory of the age and of the event fur-
nith documents, and fupply the very materials for this/
tafk; but in hiftory, the relations are given on a fcale too*
expanfive for minutenefs, and the figures are combined
in maffes too grand to'admit of any, except; perhaps, the
moft prominent, being ‘feleCted as thé peculiar object
of contemplation. In remote periods where the at-
tainment of certainty is often difficult, if not impoffible,
it muft neceffarily occur, from the nature of the times,.
and the various occupations of thofe who then affumed
the dire&tion of naval exploits, that the life of an admi~
ral will contain but a finall portion of maritime adven-
ture, while the remainder of his tranfaftions relate to the,
land fervice, the cabinet, the tribunal, or even the church.
In the more early ages, even this {canty information_ is
not attainable ;  if we occafionally find a record: of the
exploits of a fleet, we are left in total ignorance of the
name and charaler of the admiral. = It will therefore be
neceffary firft to fketch a brief outline of the naval hiftory
of Britain from its eftablithment, and for fome time after-:
B wards
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2 INTRODUCTION.

wards to give the lives of fuch illuftrious men as have
diftinguifhed themfclves on the ocean, conneing by
means of their names the progreflive feries of naval
events, even though not immediately tranfacted by the
individuals themfelves.

In 2 work profefledly biographical, the refearch of the
antiquarian may be confidered in fome degree unnecef-
fary, but as the lives of illuftrious mariners form a diftin-
guithed feature in the national hiftory of great Britain,
it cannot be improper to trace the hiftory of that naval
force which now aftonifhes and rules the world, to its
earlieft authenticated origin, In this attempt it is not
intended to afcend into thole regions of obfcurity where
hiftery is fo intermixed with fable as to render difcrimina-
tion impoffible, and reduce a feries of laborious deduc~
tions to nothing more than a happy conjeture: it is not
intended to difcufs whether the aborigines of Britain pof-
feffed fleets, by which they maintained an extenfive com-
merce, and difputed in arms the fovereignty of the ocean:
it is merely defigned to fix the firft national eftablifhment
of a mavy, and proceeding from that point, with as little
interruption as the nature of events, and the obfcuri(y of
records will allow, trace the grand bafis of Briti (h glory,
the great bulwark of Britith profperity, from the firft mo-
ment of its known exiftence, to its prefent ftate of ﬁrength
and pre-eminence. ;

E"en in objeéts of minute importance the name of
founder'is contemplated with a degree of enthufiaftic ve-
neration, but when every beneficial eftablifhinent, every
grand national endowment, combine to give celebrity to
one individual, how great muft be his eftimation, how
tranfcendant his glory | With what rapture muft he be

regarded



INTRODUCTION, 3

regarded by his country, with what honours muft his
name be crowned! With all thefe fentiments, hailing
him at once as the parent of their conflitution, their
commerce, their envied liberty, and its belt guardian,
their invincible navy, Britons repeat the name of
Alfred.

This monarch, to whom even the envy of foreigners
has not denied the name of Great, came to his throne
at a peried of unexampled diftrefs.  His fubjes drained
by rapacious invaders, fcared by repeated cruelties,
and rendered lifflefs by continued exalions, feemed to
have abandoned all; even the thought of felf-preferva-
tion had left them, and they awaited in ftupid indif-
ference the mandate of authority, or the impulfe of ra-
pacity, which fhould extiriguifh their name by difperfion,
flavery, or extermination. To fubjefts fo difpirited it
was the tatk of Alfred to give animation ; ‘to unite them
in the bonds of mutual confidence; and fan the feeble
{park of languid fclf-love into the brilliant flame of pa-
triotifm, and the genial ardour of liberty. TIn all thefe
objets he fucceeded, though not without encountering
difficulties, fuftaining reverfes, and exercifing talents and
virtues commenfurate to the magnitude of his object.
He defeated and expelled the Danith invaders ; vindicated
the rights of his people, and reftored them to that ftate
which is the real glory of a Briton, that of being fubjc&
to none but their fovereign and the law.

Senfible that without adequate {ecurity to mdwxdua]s,
the progrefs of {cience and legiflation, both of which he

+fincerely wifhed to eftablith, would be but flow, and in-
effeCtual, Alfred meditated the beft means of fecuring
his dominions from foreign invafion. The luxuriancy

B 2 of



4 INTRODUCTION.

of the foil, the riches of the inhabitants, and the facility
of approach, had hitherto drawn over fwarms of free-
booters, who diftinguifhed  their fteps by cruelty and
rapacity, who fpread terror by murder and fire, and
whofe objelt was to retreat with their plunder, or to
found their authority in the kingdom on the reduced and
miferable ftate of the natives. Againft fuch a foe the:
Eunglith monarch faw that the march of armies was vain :
they were not ambitious of honour acquired in the thock
of battle ; they would not flay to difpute their acquifi-
tions in the field, and even if they were overtaken and
defeated, victory could not replace what rapine had de-
ftroyed, or reanimate thofe whom cruelty had deprived
of life. .

Alfred determined therefore to prote€t his kingdom by
a FLEET, a projet worthy of his wifdom, and executed
with his ufual judgment and fuccefs.

Conlfcious of the weaknefs attending on infancy, he was
anxious to give the navy of which he was parent all the
advantages which could be derived from unufual ftrength,
and novelty of conftruction. His learning, and the con-
ftant encouragement he gave to men of fcience, added to
the refources of his own vigorous mind, furnifhed the
means of effeing this defirable objeét. He foon faw
himfelf mafter of a fleet of thips, larger, fwifter, and
more eafily managed than thofe of his adverfaries: they
were built of feafoned materials, and manned with the
moit expert feamen, both Englifh and foreign, that could
be obtained. The Danes, long pra&ifed in naval expe-
ditions, were confounded and aftonifhed at feeing them-
felves oppofed, on an element where they had hitherto
confidered themfelves fecure, by an'enemy who had but

recently

.



INTRODUCTION. 5

recently become formidable on land. They faw with
farprife their fleets defeated by Englifh fquadrons not
exceding half or a third of their numbers, and they were
reduced toa ftate of helplefs non-refiftance by the conftruc-
tion of the veffels. They were fo formedas to prevent board-
ing or grappling ; if the enemy had the advantage of the
wind, the Englifh recovered their fituation by means of
oars, for their fhips partook of the conftruction of gal-
fies; the men on board fought with vigour, and exempt.
from fear, becaufe the height of the veffels rendered them'’
inacceflible; they bore down with ‘irrefiftible impetu-
ofity, and having made fome wholefome examples of re-
taliation on their barbarous foes by refufing quarter,
fucceeded in infpiring fear abroad, and fecuring fafety
at home.

Convinced by experience of the utility and importance .
of his new plan, ‘Alfred fought to give it extenfion and
ftability. He augmented the number of his thips, pro-
vided them with warlike engines and able feamen, and
flationed them all round his kingdom, fo that not only
the Danes, but pirates of every defeription, were taught
to fear the Britith flag, and numbers paid with their lives
for the temerity of oppofition. Once only, in the year
893, the Danes under Haftings, a fuccefsful free-booter,
ventured to try the fortune of an invafion. They came
with a fleet of three hundred and thirty fail, effeCted a
landing, and met with a temporary fuccefs. But the civil
eftablifhments formed by Alfred were fo excellent, and
his vigilance fo great, that their total defeat and ruin
feemed certain. The king himfelf prepared to attack
them, but the Danes fettled in Eaft Anglia and Nor-
thumberland, encouraged by the prefence of their coun-

B3 trymen,



6 INTRODUCTION,

trymen, rofe, and embarking on board two hundred and
forty veflcls, appeared before Exeter. Alfred wifely
judging that it was of the greateft importance firft to fub-
due thefe rebels, whofe fuccefs might have emboldened
others, marched fuddenly into the welt of England, and
falling on them before they were aware, purfued them
to their fleet with great flaughter. They next failed to
Suffex, but were there repelled by the inhabitants, and
forced to return with difcomfiture and lofs to their fhips;
fome of which were taken, and the Dam{h rebels gffcc-
tually deterred from profecutmg any further enter-
prizes.

While the king was abfent in the weft, Haftings ad-
vanced into the-country, and committed great depreda-
tions ; but the army left in London, being joined by
fome of the citizens, attacked him in his intrench-
sments at Bamfieet, and defeated him with great flaughter.
When Alfred retarned from his expedition he was
greeted with the news of this fuccefs, and Haﬂ:lnvss
wife and two fons were delwered up prifoners to him,
Thefe he generouﬂy fpared, and made their ref‘xtutxon the
price of Haftings’s quitting the kingdom.

" A party of Danes flill remained, who, being unwilling
to retire without booty, {eized and fortified Shobury at
the mouth of the Thames, and marched to Boddington
in Gloucefterfhire, where they mtrenchcd themfelves
The king furrounded them with his wllolc forcc, deter-
mined not to rifque the lives.of his men m battle, but ra-
ther by means of faming reduce the enemv to (ubmiffion,
They rcmamed thus pent up nllthey were compelled for
fubﬁﬂcnce to devour their own horfes, when thcy refolvcd
to fell their lives as dearly as po{ﬁble, or oEc& their re-

leafe,
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leafe, They accordingly made a fally, and though the
greater part of them were cut to pieces, the few who ef-
caped did fome mifchief in the kingdom. ' They attacked
Leicefter with fuccefs, defended themfelves in Hertford,
and then fled to Quatford, where they were finally bro-
ken and fubdued. A few .of them joined Sigefert, a
Northumbrian free-booter, who being acquainted with
Alfred’s haval ta&ics, built fome veflels larger than
thofe in the royal fleet; but the king built others ftill
higher, longer, and more fwift, with which he attacked
Sigefert, took twenty of his-fhips, and having tried the
crews at Winchefter, caufed them all to be hung as pi-
rates, the common enemies of mankind. 3

Alfred the Great paffed the remainder of his reign in
peace, ever attentive to the eflablifhment of that wife
fyftem of jurifprudence which to him owes its being,
anxious for the extenfion of commerce, and the progrefs
of ufeful difeoveries, and particularly folicitous for the
welfare of the navy, npon which all elfe muft ultimately
depend. No princg was ever more gbundantly or more
juftly venerated, In his character were united the hero,
the ftatefman, the fcholar, the philofopher, and the
chriftian,

Edward the elder, Athelftan, Edmund, Edred, and
Edwy, the fucceflors of Alfred, were not inattentive to
the mavy, which continued to increafe during their
reigns, and was of great fervice in repelling the inva-
fions of the Danes, Scots, and Irifh, and in oppofing the
infurgent Danes fettled in Northumberland, and other
parts. o

Edgar, who afcended the throne at a very early age,
about the year 959, was ne;it after Alfred furnamed the

By Great.
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Great,  Approaching the radiance of that confpicuous
Britifh luminary, his title {hines with diminifhed bright-
nefs, but upon comparifon with moft other monarchs
to whom it has been attributed, Edgar will net be found
deficient in claims to that diftin&ion. He took great de-
light in maritime affairs, and augmented the Britith
navy to an unexampled number.  The fabulous genius
of that age has thewn itfelf in an unwonted degree of
exaggeration on this point. Some authors ftate his na-
val armament to have confifted of three thoufand
fix hundred fhips of war, fome fay four thoufand,
and others carry it to four thoufand eight hun-
dred; but thefe accounts are utterly incredible, and
probability is more confulted by thofe who eftimate
it at lefs than a thoufand, which is flill a moft formida-
ble force, and juftifies the obfervation by which the other.
accounts are conflantly accompanied, that his fleet was
more powerful than thofe of all the other European
princes put together. If it were to be fuppofed that
Edgar equipped four thoufand and eight hundred fhips,
it would follow that, exclufive of foldiers who might be
embarked on board for particular expeditions, the num-
ber of feamen conftantly employed in rowing and na-
vigating the grand fleet would amount to more than a
hundred thoufand men, allowing only twenty-one men
to each fhip, which is lefs than the full complement:
but fuch a number of feamen could not by any means
be fupported in thofe days, nor perhaps could they at
any fubfequent period have been employed in one fingle
fervice, without injury and ruin to all the reft,

His fleet, whatever might be its force, was divided
into three f{quadrons, one of which was conftantly fta-
tioned on the eaft, another on the weft, and a third on

the



INTODUCTION. ' 9

the north coaft of the ifland, and every year, after Eafter,
the king paffing from one of ‘thefe fquadrons to the
other made a complete circuit of his dominions, and
looked into every creck and bay, not only on the Eng-
lifh but on the Scottith coaft, in Ircland, and the He-
brides. - "Thus by conftantly thewing a formidable front,
prepared for war, he maintained hisdominions in peace <
the Danes were convinced that to invade the territories
of fo a&ive a monarch, was a hopelefs attempt; and
thofe who were refident in England prudently refolved
not to incur the penalties of an infurrection which pro=
mifed neither honour nor advantage. Once only Edgar’s
reign was difquieted by the turbulence of the Welch,
who committed fome ravages in his dominions. He-at-
tacked them with vigour, and permitted his foldiers to
retaliate on them by plundering the borders of Wales ;
but when he faw that the prefence of diftrefs had brought
the delinquents to a proper fenfe of their error, accom-
panied with contrition, the generous monarch com-
manded reflitution to be made of the property which
had been taken from them; thus fubduing their ftub-
born minds no lefs by lenity than by military force.

Yet Edgar maintained tenacioudly the dignity of his
throne. He once held his court at Chefter, where all
his feudatory princes, eight in number, being affembled
todo him homage, he made them enter a barge, and,
fitting four on each fide, row him on the river Dee,
while he fteered. Thus they proceeded to the monaftery
of Saint John, where they took their oaths of fealty.
Among thefe princes were Kenneth III. king of Scot-
land; Malcolm, king of Northumberland; and Mac-

cufivs,
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cufigs, king of Man; the remaining five were petty
kings of the Britons.

If profperity could give a claim to the epithet Great,
Edgar’s title was undifputed. He was uncommonly
fortunate during areign of fixteen years ; aggrandized his
realm ; maintained his fubjes in peace and happinefs ;
promoted civilization by the feafonable encouragement
afforded to foreigners ; and advanced the influence of
true piety by reftraining and reforming the clergy:
truly GREAT could he have reftrained his own paffions,
which, befides fomewhat more of pride than becomes a
hero, betrayed him, in the courfe of his amours, inte

'cruelty, weaknefs, and injuftice.

Edward, fon of Edgar, was but a child when he fue-
ceeded to the throne; he reigned only three years, and
acquired the title of the martyr, from the tragical cir-
cumftance of his being murdered by command of his
flep-mother Elfrida, in-the year g78.

Elfrida commitied this crime for the purpofe of giv=
ing the throne to her-own fon Ethelred, whe, coming
to the fovereign dignity in fo inaufpicious a manner,
feemed to give immediate promife of verifying thofe dif-
mal prophecies which fuperftition had made refpecting
him in his-earlieft years*. In the third year of his
yeign, the Englith coaft was infulted, and Southampton
plundered by a Danith fquadron confifting of no mere
than feven fhips, and in a few years after they ravaged
and defolated the coaft. Ethelred, governed by his

¥ Minxit namque cum baptizaretur, in facro fonte. Unde vir domini
exterminjum Avglorum in tempore ejus futurum yredixit. Hen, Hurt,

Ba¥s, guiriiaini Lol ¢ a0y
- wicked
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wicked mother, and fwayed by pufillanimous counfels,
endeavoured to bribe the invaders by a fubfidy of ten
thoufand pounds, which gave rife to the infamous and
oppreflive tax called Dancgeld. The Danes, like wild
beafts, who grow more favage and‘fer.ocious when once
they have tafted blood, inflead of dcfifting from their
ravages, renewed them from yéar to year with greater
violence, and uninterrupted fuccefs. ‘The fecble Ethel-
red, who, from his extreme wcaknefs, had gequired the
furname of the Unready, oppofed to thefc barbarians no
other arms than {upplication, and exhaulted his fubje&ts
by repeated taxes to gratify the increafing avarice of the
invaders. '

Driven to defpair by repeated outrage, Ethelred, by
the advice of the great council of the nation, at laft had
recourfe to that meafure which ought to have fuggefted
itfelf at firft : inflead of raifing money to bribe the
Danes, he applied the fame fums in the equipment of a
fleet to oppofe .th‘cm. But a king who is weak enough
to neglect his own honour, feldom finds thofe whom he
employs fufficiently honeft or difintetefted to keep that
of the public good invariably in view. Ethelred was
betrayed by his fervants. The Danes with a confider-
able fleet 1pr>roached the eaﬁern coaft, in the year 991,
A great naval force havmg been raifed, it was refolved
to furround :md deftroy the D:mes : but this plan was
frufh’atcd by that confpxcuous traitor Alfrxc, duke of
Mercia, who not only apprized the enemy of their dan-
ger, and thus enabled them to avoid it, byt, in the heat
of the a&mn, deferted and joined ¢ them with the fquadron
under his command. Ethelred, in revenge, put out the
eyes of Alfri_c’s ’forf; but this was a mere ebullition of

rage,
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rage, unattended with any beneficial confequences, for
fuch was the power of the Earl of Mercia, that, not-
withftanding his treafon, he returned to court ; and fuch
was the weaknefs of the king, that though he muft have
been confcious Alfric could never forgive the injury done
to his fon, he was conftrained again to employ him in
offices of high truft, and was again a vitim to his
treachery.

In 993, Unlaff, a famous pirate, invaded the kingdom,
and with a fleet of ninety-three fhips failed up the river
to Staimes, wafting the country on both fides the
Thames. From Staines he returned to Kent, where
Ethelred fent an army to oppofe them ; but the army
was defeated, and the general flain.

From this periad, to the year 1613, England was con-
tinually a prey to thefe barbarous invaders, who ravaged
all parts of the country, committing the greateft vio-
lences, and extorting immen{e fums, which were oc-
cafionally the price of a fhort-lived truce, but fome-
times did not procure even that alleviation of mifery.
In this crifis, Ethelred, inftead of the legitimate arms of
a fovereign, had recourfe to the bafe artifices of an af-
faffin. In the year 1002, he inftigated his fubje&s to
a general maffacre of the Danes, which took place in all
parts of the kingdom on the thirteenth. of November,
being Saint Brice’s day.  The king not only authorized
but participated in thefe fanguinary exceffes, in which
neither fex nor age was fpared, and which extended not
only to the invading Danes, but to thofe who had been
long fettled in the ifland.  This outrage could not
pafs unrevenged : the Danes poured a new force
into the kingdom, and the Englifh, deprived of their

befy
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beft protetion, a fleet, exhaufted by frequent exac-
tions, and their fpirits broken by unavailing oppofition,
began at length to fubmit, and fwear fealty to Sweyn,
king of Denmark. Ethelred, who had only the policy
refulting from cowardice, fled for refuge to the court of
Richard duke of Normandy, whofe fifter he had ef-
poufed.

Sweyn was prevented by decath from enjoying the
fruits of his conqueft, and the Englifh nobility, ftill
retaining an affeion for their native fovereign, invited
him to refume the throne he had abandoned. He re-
turned to England in ror4; but misfortune had not
taught him wifdom, or infpired courage, prudence, or
moderation. He ftill diftinguifhed himfelf by preferring
traitors, and difgraced his reign by murder and . rapacity.
The Danes, under Canute, renewed their invafions
with their accuftomed fuccefs, and Edric, the king’s
fon-in-law, who had fucceeded Alfric in the govern-
ment of Mercia, and the command of the army, by his
repeated treafons deftroyed all the hopes derived from the
intrepidity of prince Edmond.

Ethelred, .after an inglorious reign protra&ted to the
period of thirty-five years, died at London, while his'fon
Edmond was preparing to engage the enemy. This
prince, who poffeffed many virtues, and from his extra-
ordinary valour and ftrength was furnamed Ironfide,
found his affairs in fo defperate a ftate, that foon after
his acceflion he'was forced to confent to a partition of
the kingdom with Canute, and was, in a month after-
wards, murdered at Oxford by his own chamberlains.

Thus in little more than a century after the death of
the founder of the Britifh navy, and in forty years after

the
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the deceafe of Edgat, who had catried it to its greateft
poffible extent, their fucceflor loft the Kingdom by neg-
leéting that only fafe, and never-failing defence, a fu-
periority at {ca.

The period of the Danifh ufurpation affords n> in-
terefting traits of the Britiilt naval hiftory. The Saxon
line was, for a fhort interval, reftored in the perfon of
Edward the Confeffor, who fucceeded to the throne in
1041. The Danes, being then diftracted by civil com-
motions at home, had neither the power to prevent his
coronation, nof to trouble the quiet of the kingdom.
Edward appears to have had a due fenfe of the import-
ance of a navy, by his eftablifhing and incorporating
the cinque ports, for the purpofe of obtaining a conftant
fupply of fhips and meén ; but his chara&ter was weak,
and his reign was rendered uneafy by domeftic troubles,
originating in the too great power of his nobles, and in
his own difpofition to afford too much encouragement
to foreigners.  Earl Godwin, 2 moft powerful baron,
father to the queen, oppofed him with fuccefs’; and
though the earl and his fons were at one time banifhed,
they returned with a fleet procared in foreign countries,
and Edward having imprudently difmiffed his failors,
they took from him all his {hips, and compelled him to
re-admit them to their former rank and honoars.

Edward was fucceeded, in 1066, by Harold, fon of
earl Godwin; William, duke of Normandy, early de-
clared himfelf a competitor for the throne, and, to weak-
en Harold as much as poffible, excited againft him
Tofti, his own brother, who joining Harold Harfagar,
king of Norway, invaded England with three hundred
dhips. The king fitted out a fleet to oppofe them, and

3 I marched
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marched with his army into the north, where the enc-
my had intrenched themfelves. He attacked them with
{pirit, and entirely defeated their army (25th Septem-
ber, 1066); Tofti and Harfagar were flain in the conteft,
His fleet was no lefs fuccefsful at fea; his admiral dé-
feated the Norwegians, and Olaf, fon of Harfagar, was
glad to compound for his fafety by quitting the kingdom
with thie refidue of his forces in a few veflels, leaving an
immenfe booty which they had acquired, and the re-
mainder of the fleet to the king of England. -

But, alas! how fhort-fighted is mortal man; and how
little capable of eftimating juftly the events of life | This
illuftrious” fuccefs was the immediate caufe of Harold’s
ruin. The obftinate conteft with the enemy had weak-
ened his force by the lofs of many men and fome of his
beft officers, and he had offended the army by his in-
juftice in taking all the {poils to himfelf. Before Ha-
rold had time to rejoice in his vi€tory, he received in-
formation that William with a formidable army had
landed at Pevenfey in Sufféx.

The Norman invadér, confcious that his fleet could
not oppofe the navy of Harold, burned it as foon ‘as he
had difembarked his troops (28th September, 1066).
He fortified himfelf as well as he could on fhore, and
proceeded into the country. Harold eafily perfuaded the
nobles to forget their refentment, and attend only to
the public danger. His army was foon recruited in
numbers, but enfeebled by fevere fervice and want of
ret. Urged by his impetuous and martial {pirit, aud
ftimulated by the apprehenfion of dangers which muft
arife from delay, Harold, contrary to the advice of his
moft able counfellors, proceeded without lofs of time in

purfuit
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purfuit of the enemy. The pretenfions of thefe rivals.
were decided, the 14th of O&tober, by the fatal battle of
Haftings, in which Harold and two of his brothers,
Gurth and Leofivin, were flain, befides an immen{e num-
ber of nobles and private men, amounting, according to
fome accounts, to feventy thoufand.  Three of Harold’s
fons were fortunate enough to fecure and carry off the
fleet ; but though they were enabled to give fome dif-

" turbance to the Conqueror, they could not wreft from
his powerful grafp the kingdom he had acquired.

Thus England faw a new race feated in the refal
chair.  They felt the intrufion with fullen indignation ;
but weakened by their long firuggle againft the Danes,
divided ‘between the interells of cor;’knding claimants,
and opprefled by the ftrong and tenacious hand of Wil-
liam, they were unable to effe&t their deliverance from
his fway. The cfforts, made by Harold’s fons were,
however, fuch as induced William to provide a fleet
for the defence of the realm ; but it appears that neither
he nor his fucceflors, William Rufus, Henry I. or Ste-
phen, took pleafure in augmeating the navy, or relied
on it either as a means of defence or conqueft.

Henry 1L was a brave and wife prince, and feems to
have had a proper judgment of the importance of a fleet,
by the naval preparations which, early in his reign, he
made againft the Welch who infefted his realm, and
for the conqueft of the earldom of Thouloufe. But in
his reign the naval ﬁréngth of Great Britain was never
carried to its greateft height, becaufe the kingdom was
not in danger of being attacked. The princes of Europe
were engaged in the crufades, undertaken for recovery
of th'é lany land from the infidels, and fo great a portion -

of
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of their force and attention being thus- diverted into ano-
ther channel, prevented them from injuring each other.
Henry, however, found means to invade and conquer
the kingdom of Ireland, which he keptin fubjeftion
by conftantly maintaining a fleet of four hundred fail,
with which he threatened, at a moment, to land an
army in that kingdom. His naval fuperiority was alfo
of great ufe in reftraining the efforts of his undutiful
fons, who broke out in rebellion againft their parent; and
once, in 1175, his fon Henry gave him battle at fea,
but was defeated. When in the latter part of his reign
this great monarch was obliged to wage war againft his
rebellious fons on fhore, he was overcome, and com=
pelled to accept fuch terms as the infulting viStors
thought fit to impofe. '
Richard I. furnamed Ceeur de Lion, the fucceffor of
Henry, early and earneftly engaged in the holy wars.
He had before the death of his father formed an alliance
with Philip IL king of France, in confequence of which
they bound themfelves by oath to attempt the delivery
of the holy land. Richard, immediately after his coro-
nation, colle€ted a large army, and equipped a fleet of
one hundred and fifty fhips of war, and about fifty gal-
lies, befides eight or nine capital fhips of extraordinary
fize; a force which greatly exceeded any that the ather
princes had affembled, and which, infpired by the valour,
and aided by the judgment, of Richard not only for-
warded the grand objeQs of the expedition, but was the
true fource of that refpet which has been ever fince
paid to the Britifh flag.
The regulations which king Richard eftablithed for
the prefervation of peace and difcipline were wife and
C prudent,
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prudent, and exhibited, perhaps, the origin of fome
modes of punifhing and ftigmatifing delinquents which
are flill in pra&ice. The man who killed another on
fhip-board was to be tied to the dead body and thrown
into the fea. . The drawing a knife or weapon to kill
another, or wounding him to the drawing of blood,
was punifhed by cutting off the offender’s hand ; but if
no blood followed, he was to be plunged thtee times in
the fea, Contumelious, or opprobrious words, reviling,
or curfing, were punithed by the forfeiture of an ounce
of filver for each offence. A thief was doomed to have
his head fhorn, hot pitch poured on it, and feathers or
down thrown upon the pitch; the felon thus marked
with infamy was to be fet afhore at the firft landing
place.

Richard and Philip having had an interview in France,
completed their treaties, and received the homage and
oaths of fealty of their refpetive {ubjeéls, agreed to ren-
dezvous at Meffina. The progrefs of the Englith king
to this place was delayed by ftorms and other accidents;
but, at length, he arrived the 20th of September, 1190.
At Meffina Richard found occafion to exert his prowefs
with advantage and honour. The king of Sicily having
treated him with difrefpect, and expelled all the Englith
from his capital on account of fome unimportant difpute,
Richard, in the night of the 4th of O&ober, affaulted and
took the city. He compelled the king to pay him forty
thoufand ounces of gold, to which lie had an ancient
claim, to furnifh four large galleons, and fifteen gallies,
for the ufe of the crufaders, and give his daughter in

. marriage to Arthur, duke of Bretagne, Richard’s ne-
phew. ,

8 In
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* In adjufting thefe difputes the winter was confumed,
and the Englifh did not procecd in their expedition till
April 1191, when Richard was joined by his mother,
and Berengaria, princefs of Navarre, his affianced wife.
In the courfe of this voyage Richard was reduced to
great diftrefs by a tempeft; fome of his veffels were
ftranded in the ifland of Cyprus, the king of which,

whofe name was Ifaac, refufed admiffion into his ports
" even'to the thip on board of which was Richard’s bride.
Not content with this, he feized and plundered thofe
unfortunate Englifimen whom fhipwreck had compel-
led to and on his fhores. Enrag;:d at this unworthy
treatment, Coéur de Lion difembarked his whole force,’
and in a few days, after arefolute engagement at fea, and
another by land, conquered the ifland, took three caftles,
made the tyrant and his danghter prifoners, and poffeffed
himfelf of all their treafures. At Cyprus Richard con=
fummated his marriage, and having received the homage
of the principal nobles, eftablifhed two of his followers,
Richard de Camvill, and Robert de Turnham, gover=
nors of the ifland. The king he fent prifoner to Tri-
poli, but kept his daughter to carry with him to Palef=
tine.

The conquefts Richard had made augmented his fleet
to two hundred and fifty-four ftout fhips. In his paf-
fage from Cyprus to Acre, in the month of June, he
met a veflel belonging to the Saracens, of fuch im-
menfe fize, that the refembled a caftle floating on the
waves. This huge carrack, or galeafs, was bound for
Acre, and had fifteen hundred foldiers on board in-
tended for the relief of the garrifon. The fize of this
ftupendous veffel, or the apparent impoffibility of affail-

Cz2 ing
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ing it with effet, did not deter or intimidate the ardent
foul of Richard. He fucceeded in boarding and cap-
turing her; and as the fhips which compofed his fleet
were not capable of receiving many prifoners, he was
obliged to drown thirteen hundred men; the remainder,
being perfons of diftintion, he carried with him.

Saladin, the valiant and generous fultan of Egypt, one
of the moft acccomplifhed princes of the age, defended
his paternal dominions againft the invaders, He was a
fuitable opponent to Ceeur de Lion, and their feats, per-
formed in the true fpirit of chivalry, have fpread their
mutual renown, embellifhed the annals of hiftory, and
formed no inconfiderable refources for amplifying the
pages of fition ; but of thefe it is not in our province to
treat,

The importance of Acre was fo great that many at-
tempts were made to relieve it, and although it was
blockaded at fea by the Englifh, the Infidels refolved to
efcue the poft if poffible. They approached with a
powerful fleet, but the Englith bore down upon them
with fuch a vigour and refolution as fpeedily decided the
vidtory, and enabled them to capture the greater part of
the enemy’s fhips. They found orr board great ftore
ef ammunition and provifions, a large quantity of grap-
pling irons, and among other preparations for the de-

* firuétion of the Britith fleet, a number of veffels replete
with an unextinguithable combuftible compofition called
ignis gracus, and others filled with living ferpents, nei-
ther of whichthe enemy had time to ufe, fo alest and
mafterly was the attack.

In July Acre was furrendered by Saladin to his great
competitor Richard, who was then conflituted captain

generak
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general of all the chriftian forces in Afia. His prowefs
was ftill difplayed to the utmoft advantage ; but while it
begat admiration and generous refpe in his adverfaries,
it engendered envy and malignity. in the bofoms of his
affociates. ‘The king of France retired from Paleftine,
Jeaving ten thoufand men under the duke of Burgundy,
to whom in public he gave orders to pay implicit obedi=
ence to Richard, though there is good reafon to fuppofe
his fecret inftru&tions were widely different. Through
the treachery and coldnefs of the allies, the objeé&t of the
expedition could not be completed in that year, and the
dukes of Auftria and Burgundy took advantage of this
circumftance to defert the expedition, drawing off ail
their forces. Thus Richard, after having performed the
moft ftupendous and important exploits, aftér having
feen Jerufalem, and beheld the enemy flying on all fides
before the terror of his name, was fubjected to the ne-
ceffity of concluding a truce with Saladin for three years,
three months, three weeks, and three days, and returning
to his own dominions. A circumflance took place at
the conclufion of this compa& too charaéteriftic to be
omitted. Richard told the fultan that at the end of the
truce he would return, and once more endeavour to re-
cover the holy land from him. Saladin anfwered, that
if it muft be his fate to lofe a part of his dominions, he
had rather it fhould be to Richard than to any other
prince whom{oever.

The generous fentiments which animated the boforn
of an infidel monarch, againft whom Richard had
waged war, did not extend their influence to the chrif-
tian potentates in alliance with him. When the truce
was agreed on, and the urgency of his affairs compelled

C3 him
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him to quit the holy land, he had the misfortune to be
fhipwrecked. Knowing the meannefs and maliee of his
rivals, he affumed the difguife of a pilgrim ; or, as fome
affert, of a merchant ; and travelled through Germany:‘
but, being difcovered, he was made captive by the duke
of Auftria, thrown into a dungeon, and, for a time, hid
from the world, which he was born to ornament. He
was afterwards cqmpell'ed to undergo an infulting exami-
nation before the diet of Worms, and to pay an enor-
jmous ranfom for his libérty. Richard returned no
more to Paleftine, nor had he any further occafion to
thew his prowefs at fea. He found his kingdom ina
ftate of difcord and confufion, which required all his at-
tention ; and he felt bound 'in honour to avenge the in-
juries he had fuftained from Philip of France. This
engaged him ‘in a long defultory war, in the courfe of
which he received from an ignoble hand a mortal wound,
and terminated his glorious ¢areer the 6th of April,
1199, in the forty-firft year of his age, and the tenth of
his reign. X

From this period the Naval Hiffory may be traced
through the commanders of fleets and veffels ; and there-
fore, according to the plan on which this work has been
undertaken, the memoirs of thofe illuftrious men will
be given in fuch a feries, as to impart a copious and mi«
pute knowledge of all the grand naval tranfa&ions of
Great Britain, whether tending to enlarge the empire by
difcoveries, or to fupport it by warlike achievements,

NAVAL
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WILLIAM,
. (Surnamed Longéfpée, or Longfword)
EARL OF SALISBURY.

‘W irriam Lowesworp was natural fon of king
Henry 1L by the celebrated Rofamond Clifford, better
known by the name of fair Rofamond. He -obtained
the title of earl of Salisbury by marrying Ela, the only
child and heirefs of William, earl of Salifbury, whom he
received from the hand of his royal relative, Richard I.
together with the titles which her father had poffeffed.

In the reign of king John, Longfword was diftin~
guifhed with thofe marks of favour which became his
rank and royal extra&tion. He was nine years fheriff of
‘Wilts, and afterwards conflituted warden of the marches
of Wales.

Richard I. whofe reign was too fhort for the nation’s
welfare, thoughamply fufficient to procure him a death-
lefs reputation, beftowed great care and attention on the
augmentation and improvement of the navy. He fup-
ported the ports and havens throughout the Kking-
dom, and afforded fuch encouragement to feamen, that
great numbers reforted from other nations to ‘man his
fleets,

C4 John,
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John, whatever might be his vices, and how great

{oever his imprudence in other refpects, was not unmind-
ful of the importance of the fleet. Early in hisreign: (in the
year-1202} he publifhed a fpirited edic, importing that if
the commander or governor of the king’s navy (houlden-
counter on the high feas any fhips or veflels of a foreign
nation, the maftersof which refufed to ftrike to the Britith
flag, they were to be. attacked, and if captured, deemed
lawful prize, even though it fhould appear that the ftates
to which they belonged were at amity or in alliance with
England; and the perfons found on board fuch veffels
were to be punifhed with imprifonment at difcretion, as
a due chaftifement for their rebellion. This refolute
claim of naval fuperiority, and jealous enforcement of
fubmiffion, rendered the fituation of chief commander of
the fleet; which was beftowed on the earl of Salifbury, a
poft of unufual importance, demanding great courage
and ability, and infuring great refpect. :
.. During the conteft which prevailed between king
John. and the Barons, Longfword adhered with unfhaken
loyalty to his royal relative, and his exertions were fa
highly refented, that he was ftigmatifed as one of the
king’s evil counfellors.

Philip king of France, the treacherous enemy of
Ceeur de Lion, and who had encouraged John in alts of
rebellion againft him while he was abfent .in Paleftine,
now that John had obtained the crown of England,
fhewed himfelf no lefs adverfe to him than he had before
been to his brother. Under pretence of fupporting the:
claim of prince Arthur, John’s nephew, who in faét had
ajuft title ta the crown, Philip prepared a mighty army
for the purpofe of wrefting Normandy from the Englith

monarch..
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faonarch, The diffenfions which prevailed in England
gave him every advantage, and he obtained feveral pro-
vinces belonging to the Britith crown. In 1205 the
king equipped a flect, but was prevented from uﬂ'ng it
by the remonftrances of the archbithop of Canterbury
and the earl of Pembroke. In 1206 he raifed great
army, which, as well as the fleet, was-commanded by the
earl of Salifbary. - The province of Poitow was recover-
ed,and there was every reafon to expect that flill greater
exploits would be performed, when Philip, who was not
prepared to withftand the Engliftemonarch, prevailed on
him to make a truce for twa years.

Johnwas involved in perpetual difputes with the pope,
who, at length, excommunicated, and finally, in 1213,
depofed him, and gave his kingdom to Philip. But John,
who was apprehenfive of this meafure, had put his army
and navy in fuch a formidable ftate as to keep the enemy
at bay.  As a pretence for this armament, he bad in the
preceding year landed in Ireland with a large army, and
enforced the homage of the kings of that country.

The fleet thus equipped proved of the greateft fervice
to him in the prefent exigency. When he learned that
Philip was making mighty preparations to invade Eng-.
Jand, he exerted himfelf with fo much effe&, that al-
though the French king had colle¢ted an immenfe fleet,
amounting, accerding to fome accounts, to feventeen
hundred fail, John’s was ftill ftronger, and he had an
army of fixty thoufand men. In fa&t, he collected fo great
a force both by fea and land, that he could not maintain
it, but was obliged to difband a confiderable number of
fhips and troops. - Yet while he lay under the papal in-
terdiction, John could not depend on the fidelity of his

fobjedts,
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fubje@s, and therefore, on the 12th May, 1213, was
compelled to make fubmiffion, and even gefign his
crown into the hands of the pope’s legate, and do ho-
mage for his kingdom. . Long{word was an unwilling
witnefs of this difgraceful, though neceffary a&t, which
at once induced the pope to reverfe his bull, and reftore
to John his dominions.

If the king’s loyal adherents were difgufted at the de-
gradation of their fovereign, Philip was no lefs incenfed
at lofing the prize he had flattered himfelf he fhould ul-
timately obtain from John’s obftinacy. He declared that
‘he would not obey the papal injunction to defift from his
enterprize, and called a council of his princes and nobles,
whom he endeavoured to engage by oath to adhere to him
notwithftanding the cenfures of the pope. They all
feemed inclined to comply, except the earl of Flanders,
who had concluded an alliance with John. He not only
vefufed to fhare in the cxpedltlon, but reproached Philip
for his bafenefs in thus taking advantage of another fove-
reign’s misfortunes. The French king, indignant at
this frecdom of remonftrance, turned his vengeance
againft the earl of Flanders, and directed his fleets to
fail to his coafts, whilft he marched an army to affail
him by land.

John, feeing a prince thus attacked by an enemy of
fuperior force on his account, alted as honour direéted.
He difpatched a fleet of five hundred fail, under the earl
of Salifbury, who, though infen'ior in force, refolved to
attack the French fleet, which he found at anchor in the
port of Dam, in Flanders. He performed this impor-
sant fervice with the greateft intrepidity and fuccefs, tak-
ing threc hundred fhips and dcﬂroymg a hundred more :

and
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and Philip, ﬁnding it impoffible to prevent the reft from
falling into the hands of the Englith, fet fire to them
himfelf, thus deftroying the principal means by which he
hoped to carry his enterprize into execution.

Elated by this fuccefs, John raifed a powerful army,
refolved to attempt recovering thofe provinces which the
king of France had taken from him. Longfword was
one of the chief commanders, and his experienced va-
Jour and judgment fhewed that he was worthy of fo im-
portant a truft.  His fortune was not fo good by land as
at fea; for having formed a plan for taking Philip pri-
foner by furprife on Sunday, the feaft day of St. Mar-
garet, he was himfelf made prifoner, with all his affoci-
ates, in the daring enterprize. = Propofals were made for
reftoring the earl to liberty, by exchanging him for Ro-
bert, fon of the earl of Dreux, a near relation of the
king of France; but Longfword himfelf, from the moft
generous and patriotic motives, oppofed this propofition,
He wrote to the archbifhop of Canterbury and princi-
pal nobles, reprefenting the danger of fuch an exchange,
as the power the king of England retained over fo near
a relation of Philip was the only caufe which reftrained
him from wreaking his vengeance on thofe who had op-
pofed him, and whom the fatal battle of Bouvines had
lain at his mercy. He intimated, that if {uch an ex-
change were concluded, the king of France would put
the carl of Boulogne to death, and keep the ear] of Flan-
ders in perpetual imprifonment,

John had now concluded a truce with' the French
monarch, and Longfword foon obtained his liberty, but
on what terms we are not clearly informed. The king’s
abfence from England had given leifure to the barons to
goncest meafures againft him, and at his return he found

they
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they had reduced their demands to writing, and prepared
to fupport them by force of arms.  After an ineffectual
oppofition, he was obliged to concede the points which
they infifted on, and on the r5th June, 1215, exe-
cuted that famous inftryment which, from its great
importance in fecuring the liberties and privileges
of Englithmen, is commonly denominated MacN4
CHARTA.

Longfword, who witneffed the figning of Magna
Charta, was incenfed at the king’s efforts to coun-
tera®t its beneficial tendency, and te annul what he
had o folemnly fanctioned, The barons, indignant at
his perfidy, prepared again to oppofe him in armis,
and the earl of Salifbury, for the firft time, aban-
domred the caufe of the monarch, and fided with the mal-
gontents. By the confent of the affociated barons,
Lewis, fon of Philip king of France, was invited over
1o take the government of England ; but juft after he
had invaded the country with a formidable force, king
John died at Newark, the 17th of O&tober 1216, not
without ftrong fufpicion of being poifoned.

The caofes which induced the barons to take up
armg¢ related merely to points in difpute between them-
felves and the king; they had no inclination to divert
the courfe of fucceflion and feat a forcigner on the
throne. The conduét of John had driven them to the
fatal expedient of calling in foreign aid to diminith the
horrors of civil war, by giving to their caufe the defired
preponderance ; but when with John their fears expired,
and ‘they obtained information of the treacherous and
cruel defigns of Lewis, they, without hefitation, carried

theiy
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their allegiance to thelawful heir, did homage to Henry,
though then an infant, and prepared all their forces to
expel Lewis from the rgalm. The earl of Sali{bury was
among the firft who evinced thefe patriotic difpofitions :
he was received with kindnefs, and, jointly with the
earl of Pembroke, intrufted with the command of an
army deftined to raife the fiege of Lincoln: This im-
portant fervice was performed with valour and fuceefs 5
the French were foon expelled the kingdom, and Long-
fword was diftinguifhed by feveral new honours and marks
of favour.

He next made a voyage to the Holy Land, and was
‘prefent at the battle of Damietta, where the Chriftians
were worfted. On his return, in 1223, he was employ-
ed in reducing the Welfh to fubjeQion, and in 1224,
he went to Gafcony, and befieged the caftles of thofe:
who refufed homage and fealty to king Henry,

In returning from this expedition he was overtaken
at fea by a violent tempeft, which gave rife to the fol-
lowing narrative of a miraculous interpofition, fo con-
fittent with the genius of that age, that it is given in the
very words of an ancient author.—¢¢ There arofe fo
¢ great a tempeft at fea, that, defpairing of life, he
«¢ threw his money and rich apparel overboard.  But
¢t when all hopes were paft, they difcerned a mighty ta~
¢¢ per of wax, burning bright at the prow of the thip,
¢ and a beautiful woman (anding by it, who preferv-
¢ ed it from wind and rain, fo that it gave a clear and
¢¢ bright luftre.  Upon fight of which heavenly vifion
¢¢ bothhimfelfand the mariners concluded of their future
“¢ fecurity ; but every one there being ignorant what
¢ this vifion might portend, except this earl, he attri-
“ buted it to the benignity of the Bleffed Virgin ; b_;;
; ¢¢‘reafon,
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¢ reafon, that upon the day when he was honoured with
¢¢ the girdle of knighthood, he brought a taper to her
¢ altar, to be lighted every day at mafs in henour of
¢¢ her, when the canonical hours ufed to be fung, and
¢ to the intent, that for this terreftrial light, he might
¢ enjoy that which is eternal.””

The danger to which Longfword was expofed was fo
great, that his death was generally believed, and reported
to the king.  On hearing this news, Hubert de Burgh,
who was then in high favour, folicited that a kinf-
man of his own, named Raymond, might be permitted
to make his addreffes to the countefs of Salifbury. The
king confented, but Ela, virtuous in mind, and conftant
in affe@ion, repulfed her new fuitor with difdain.

After encountering great difficultics, the earl landed
in Cornwall, and fpeedily prefented himfelf before the
king at Marlborough, complaining of the infult offered
to his family by Hubert, and affirming that he had fentan
unworthy fuitor to his wife, who had audacioufly folicited
her chaftity. Hubert did not deny the charge, but
foughtto appeafe the complainant by conceffions and large
prefents. He effeted a reconciliation, and invited
Longfword to a feaft, where it was ftrongly fufpetted
he was poifoned: he immediately became very ill, and
went to his caftle at Salifbury, where fending for the
bithop, he behaved in fuch a manner as thewed he was
delirious. He continued in this ftate at intervals for fe-
veral days, and at length expired the 10th of March
1226. He left. large eftates and fums of money to
charitable and pious ufes ; and his widow, refolutely refuf-
ing all offers of marriage, enjoyed her hereditary honours
till death. '

HUBERT
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HUBERT DE BURGH,
EARL OF KENT. "

HuserT DE BurcH was a collateral defcendant of
William Fitz-Aldeleme, fteward toHenry IL. who was ad-
vanced by that monarch to confiderable dignities, and de-
puted to manage his affairs in Ireland: Hubert was employ-.
ed by Richard I. and Joha in feveral important negocia-
tions; in the reign of John he attained progreflively to
various exalted and confidential pofts: he was warden of
the marches of Wales, fenefchal of Poitou, and filled
the effice of fheriff in feveral counties. He was alfo
employed in feveral embaffies and foreign negociations,
and was appointed one of the commiffioners on the part
of the king, to fettle the terms upon which Magna Charta
was executed at Runnymede. He gave fo much fatif-
faltion in this arduous affair, that the king, upon the
fpot, appointed him chief jufticiary of England; in ten
days afterwards he was conftituted fheriff of Kent and
“Surry, governor of the caftle of Canterbury, and in five
days more, conftable of Dover caftle. He was advanced
to feveral other pofts of henour and profit, and when
the barons again declared themfelves in oppofition to the
king, he was appointed a commiffioner to treat with the
earl of Clare, and others authorized by them, at the
church of Erith, in Kent, ;

The negociation proving ineffeCtual, Hubert repaired
to Dover caitle, and though it was flightly garrifoned,.
having only a hundred and forty foldiers befides his own

fervants,
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fervants, he refolved to defend it to the laft extremity.
The caftle was beficged by Lewis, but the defence was
fo effetual, and the French prince loft fo many men,
that he judged it expedient to draw off his army and en-
gines of affault to a greater diftance, 'When king John
was dead, Lewis defired a parley with the conftable. He
remontftrated, that now the king was no more, Hubert’s
allegiance had ceafed, and he might, without impro-
priety, furrender the caftle ; and he promiféd in that cafe
to enrich'l'ﬁm’, to load him with honours, and to advance
him to be the chief of his council. De Burgh was nei-
ther to be terrified nor feduced ; he anfwered, that though
the king his mafter was dead, he had left both fons and
daughters who ought to fucceed him. To prevent all
fufpicion, he declined giving a further anfwer till he had
confulted with the garrifon, and the refult of their de-
liberation was a refolute refufal to incur the guilt of
treafon. Chagrined and difappointed at this anfwer,
Lewis left Dover to befiege other cafiles lefs capable of
refiftance, or lefs honourably defended.

‘The acquifition of Dover caftle at this time would, in
all probability, have placed Lewis inexpugnably in pof-
feffion of the whole kingdom of England, fince a fleet
had been difpatched by Philip, his father, centaining fuc-
cours for him to profecute his enterprizes. Hubert hav-
ing received intelligence of this circumftance, refolved
to prevent the landing of the troops. He colleted
all the force of the cinque ports, -and put to fea for the
purpofe of intercepting them. He met with the French
fleet, confifting of eighty large fhips, befides fmaller
veflels, the 24th of Auguft, 1117; and, although his force
confifted but of forty fhips, refolved to give them battle.

The
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“The inferiority of his fquadron did not permit him to at-

tack the enemy in the ufual manner, but he tacked
about, and, getting to windward, bore down upon them
and funk feveral fhips by running againt them with
the iron prows or beaks with which the Englith veffels
were conftructed. The decided fuperiority of the En-
glith archers alfo contributed much to the viGtory, and
the effe&t of their valour was increafed by a firatagem
which produced the moft fortunate confequences. Each
thip was provided with a quantity of quick lime in
powder, and when they were to windward of the French,
and near enough for this {cheme to take effect,they threw it
inthe air, fo that it was blown intothe enemies’ eyes, and
blinded them. The viCtory was complete; the few
French who could efcape bore away for Sandwich, and
when they arrived burned the town, but they were not
fufficiently numerous to carry an effeGtual re-inforce-
ment to their prince. This fuccefsful naval exploit
ruined his affairs; he was forced to fhut himfelf up in
London, where he was befieged by. the army, while the
fleet under Hubert’s command blocked up the mouth of
the Thames. Thus firaitened, and in a manner
farrounded, Lewis faw the inutility of further efforts
towards the conqueft of England, and therefore made a
compact with the barons, by which he agreed to quit
the realm, and renounced all his pretended rights to the
fovereignty.

Among  other captives taken in the fea fight was
Euftace, farnamed Le Moyne, an apoftate monk, who,
having thrown off his frock, had for many years infefted
the feas as a pirate; he fold his fervices in the time of
war, fometimes to one prince, and fometimes to another,

Jragas) and
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and, to ufe the expreflion of an ancient annalift, ¢ of 2
wicked monk became a very devil, full of fraud and
mifchief.” Him de Burgh refolved to bring to punifh-
ment acccrding tothe laws of nations: the pirate offered a
large fum of money for his ranfom, but Hubert was
inexorable, he delivered him over to the executioner;
his head was ftruck off, and, being fixed on a pole, car-
ried in triumph over great part of England.

The important fervices rendered by de Burgh
greatly raifed his reputation, and He was gratified with
feveral valuable and important gifts, efpecially fome large
manorial domaiyns, which were given him in right of
his third wife, Ifabel, countefs of Gloucefter. On the
death of William Marifchall, earl of Pembroke, in
1219, he was made governor of the king and kingdom,
in conjun&ion with Peter de Rupibus, or des Roches, bi-
thop of Winchefter.

This exalted fituation, which he filled with judgment,
integrity,and refolution, expanded his views of ambition ;
he was accufed of great pride, and faid to carry himfelf
higher than any nobleman of England: this difpofition
recéived an additional impulfe from his marriage with
Margaret, fifter to the king of Scotland.  But what-
ever imputations might be fuggefted againt his haughti-
nefs, or his avarice, of which he was alfo accufed, no-
thing could be alledged again(t his léyalty : he ferved the
king with fidelity and fpirit, and incurred every rifque
in oppofing the foes of the fovercign, - He was princi-
pally engaged in fubduing the earl of Albemarle, a re-
bellious noble, who had collected in the north a band of
refolute outlaws, whom he protected in robbery,
rand every fpecies of crime. He fortified himfelf in

Biham
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Bibam caftle, deriding alike the civil force and eccle-
fiattical excommunication. At length, Hubert having
feized Rockingham caftle, one of Albemarle’s ftrong
holds, an army was levied to difpoflefs him of Biham
“alfo; 4nd, being deferted by his affociates, he was at
length reduced to fue for mercy, and had his eftates re-
ftored.

About the fame period, Hubert fhewed his courage
and loyalty in fupprefling an infurretion which. broke
out in London, and, though it arofe from a trifling caufe,
portended important confequences. A wreftling match
had taken place, in which the Londoners were matched
againft the inhabitants of -Weftminfter and the neigh-
bouring villages. This gave rife to a tumult, in con-
fequence of which the Londoners rofe in a body, and
pulled down fome houfes belonging to the abbot of
Weftminfter. Efforts were made to give this popular
commotion a more dangerous diretion.. Many of the
¢itizens were known to be in the French intereft, and
the cry of the French foldiers, Montjoye ! Montjoye !
God help us, and our lord Lewis ! refounded through
the fireets. One Conftantine Fitz-Arnulf was found
to be a ringleader in this infurreGion; and de Burgh
having fummoned him to anfwer for his condué&, he
avowed and juftified it. Incenfed at this audacity, Hu-
bert ordered him to be proceeded againft by martial law ;
and he was hanged without trial or form of procefs. A
feeble clamour was raifed againft this proceeding, as.an
infringement on the great charter; but the nature of
the crime, the flate of the realm, and the fatal confe-
quences which muft refult from fuch a tumult in the

D2 capital,
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capital, remaining unpunithed, muit be admitted to forrt
a fufficient juftification.

Although Hubert was accufed of pride, and was, if
fack, fufficiently tetiacious of all the marks of refpect due
to his rank, he was not defirous of retaining a dignity
which did not belong to him.  Perfuaded that he could
only preferve the royal prerogatives, which the mifcon-
duct of John, the minority of Henty, and the turbu-
lence of the barons, had reduced to a miferably low ebb,
by refigning the government into the king’s own hands,
he applied to the pope, and obtained a bull, enabling
Henry to affume the reins of ftate, though he was only
fixteen years of age. Having obtained the papal fanc-
tion, in 1224, Hubert refigned into his royal mafter’s
hands all his caftles, and particularly thofe important for-
trefles, the tower of London and Dover caftle. The
other barons were fummoned to do the fame, but re-
fufed, and even formed a confpiracy to furprife the city
of London. They found, however, that, through the
vigilance of Hubert, the king was prepared for them,
and therefore defifted from the enterprize, and excufed
their appearing in arms, by denvuncing their opponent
as a traitor, whom they were determined to remove from
his office of jufticiary,

From this period a refolute party was formed againft
de Burgh, but for a time they could make no impref-
fions to his difadvantage. On the contrary, Henry, on
the r1th of February, 1227, created him earl of Kent,
and, befides many valuable manorial demefnes and ad-
vowfons, which he beftdwed on him, confirmed to him
his offices of jufticiary of England, and conftable of Do-

1 ver
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ver caftle, for life. He was alfo, as warden of the
marches, employed in fuppreffing an infurrection in
Wales, and began to build a caftle in Montgomerythire ;
but his workmen met with fuch conftant annoyances
and impediments from the natives, that he was obliged
to leave the building unfinifhed, which was, for that rea-
fon, called Hubert’s Folly.

In return for thefe favours, the earl of Kent was con-
ftantly attentive to his fovereign’s intereft; and, befides
raifing large fupplies for thofe who adventured to the
holy land, he enabled the king to gratify his inclination
in making voyages to the continent, for the purpofe of
recovering his hereditary dominions from the king of
France. Thefe expeditions refembled warfare in a
flight degree, but were more in the fpirit of mere pa-
rade, as no important enterprizes were achieved, or even
undertaken. On one of thefe occafions Hubert is faid
to have provided the king with thirty large cafks of
fpecie to defray his expences.

The mifemployment of fuch vaft fums, in an age
when gold and filver did not fo much abound as at pre-
fent, frequently reduced the king to a ftate of need, and,
as de Burgh’s extenfive pofleflions and prudent economy
had made him very rich, this circumftance was by his
encmies enforced to his prejudice. Henry was a weak
prince, and his reign, the longeft recorded in the Britith
anmals, affords no fubjeét of contemplation gratifying
to the mind of an Englithman. Philip being dead,
Lewis, who fucceeded to the crown of France, made
freth inroads in the provinces belonging to the Englith
monarch; Henry refolved to make fome cffectual at-
tempts for recovering his continental dominions, His

D3 views
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views were well feconded by parliament, who enabled
him to raife a great military force, confifting of Englith,

Welch Scots, and Irifh. They had a rendezvous at
Portfimouth, in 1230; but no attention having been paid
to the navy, a fleet to convey them to Normandy was
not found. Henry imputed the fauit to Hubert, and,
having already been prejudiced againft him, grew en-
tirely outrageous, He called him an old traitor ; faid
he had received a bribe of five thoufand marks from the
queen of France to fruftrate the expedition ; and, draw-
ing his fword, would have killed him on the fpot but for
the interpofition of the nobles. He difmiffed him, how-
ever, from the office of jufticiary; and Hubert, fcarmg
worfe confequences, was obliged to avoid the kmg s
prefence till his rage had fubfided.

The bithop of Wmcheﬁcr, a native of Poitou, was
one of Hubert’s principal enemies, and he availed him-
felf of the advantage to be derived from the king’s abfurd
predile&tion for foreigners. The efforts of de Burgh’s
adverfarics, however, were not immediately attended with
fuccefs; the King refllored him to his office of jufticiary,
and, having in the next year made preparations for an
expedltlon to Normandy, defifted by his advice, and
turned his forces againft Gafcony and Poitou, where
he was well received.

The ear] of Kent, for fome fhort time aftcr, continued
toreceive frefh marks of the rogal favour : but at length
the influence of his enemies entirely prevailed, and the
king’s indignation was exerted againft him with a vio-
lence and pertinacity proportioned to his former kindnefs,
In 1231 he difplaced: him entirely from the office of
jufticiary, and took from him the cuftody of all the royal

caftles,

’



EARL OF KENT. 39

caftles, including the tower of London, and Dover
caftle. An account was required of large fums of
money received during the life-time of king John, and
during Henry’s minority ; and feveral other accounts
were demanded, fo perplexing and multifarious, that the
obvious intent was to render a precile anfwer impoffible.
To the demand of an account relative to the money be-
longing to John, Hubert pleaded, that that monarch had
granted him a general charter of releafe; but to this the
bithop of Winchefter replied, that fuch a charter could
only avail him in the life of king ‘John, but could not
bar his fucceflor,

Hubert’s other enemies, fecing the extent to which
the King’s anger was carried, now preffed forward with
more grievous accufations. He was charged with hav-
ing endeavoured underhand to prevent the king’s mar-
riage with the duke of Auftria’s daughter ; with having
corruptly diffuaded the king from making an expedi-
tion into Normandy; with having lived in fornication
with his prefent wife, the daughter of the king of Scot-
land, who had been committed to his guardianthip, and
afterwards ‘'marrying her, in hopes of obtaining the
crown of Scotland, if her brother fhould die without
iflue. To thefe were added a ridiculous accufation of his
having ftelen from thie rayal treafure a jewel, which had
fuch virtue, that it rendered the wearer invulnerable in
battle, and fent it to the king’s enemy, Leoline, prince
of Wales. He was further charged with having, by
means of traitorous letters, caufed Leoline to put to
death William de Braofe, a nobleman of illuftrious
family, who was hanged as a thief.

" Upon thefe ftrange accufations, the earl of Kent was
D4 put
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put into prifon; he craving time to anfwer, was indulged
with a releafe from his confinement. =

But new accufations continued to be daily prefented
againft him. He was charged with having poifoned
Long(word earl of Salifbury, W illiam Marifchall earl
of Pembroke, Faleafe de Breant, and Richard archbifhop
of Canterbury. It was alfo alledged that he obtained his
alcendancy over the king by enchantments and forcery.
Even his celebrated naval victory in the beginning of the
reign furnifhed grounds of accufation: he was reproach -
ed with having taken from the mariners the captives
they had made, and turned their ranfom to his own pro-
fit. Numerous complaints were preferred againft him
for rapacity and extortion, and the citizens of London
did not omit fo fair an opportunity of being revenged on
Hubert for the execution of the rebel Conftantine, they
brought it forward as an article of accufation againft
him. i

In this miferable ftate Hubert was abandoned by every:
one except the archbithop of Dublin, who remained
his friend in all extremities. Theking, with his ufual
weaknefs, countenanced the popular delufion, by iffuing
a proclamation, that whoever had any caufe of complint
againft him fhould be heard.

Defpairing, in the prefent flate of the public mind,
and while the king was thus incenfed, of obtaining an
equitable trial, de Burgh fled for refuge to Merton
abbey, and refufed to quit that fanGtuary. The king
commanded the mayor of London to fend all citizens
who could beararms to befiege the abbey, and bring him
thence dead or alive, The hope of fecing a perfon,
whom they hated without caufe, murdered by the rab-

ble,



EARL OF KENT. 41

‘ble, made both the king and the bifhop of Winchef-
ter, now prime minifter, infenfible of the danger of per-
mitting twenty thoufand of the licentious citizens of
London to affemble in arms. But the earl of Chefter
and bithop of Chichefter made fuch remonfirances that
the king recalled his orders.

The archbifhop of Dublin at length prevailed with the
king to grant Hubert time to anfwer the complaints
alledged againft him, with permiffion to go to St. Ed-
mund’s Bury to fee his wife. He refided for fome time
in a town in Effex, in the neighbourhood of Saint Ed-
mund’s Bury, belonging to the bifhop of Norwich ; but
the feeble-minded king was foon influenced by his evil
counfellors to feel alarmed left in this fituation he thould
excite an infurrection, and he fent Sir Godfrey de Craw-
cumbe, knight, with three hundred foldiers, charging
him, upon peril of his life, to bring the earl of Kent pri-
foner, and lodge him in the tower of London. Thefe
commands were pun€tually executed, and not: without
confiderable brutality. The unfortunate object of per-
fecution was knecling at the altar, with the hoft in one
hand, and the crucifix in the other, when the foldiers
ruthed in, and fnatching from him the facred fymbols,
bound him with cords, and fent for a {mith to make fet-
ters for his legs.

This order gave rife to one of thofe pathetic in-
ftances of fenfibility, in an individual of the lower
clafs, which are always recorded and perufed with plea-
fure. When the {mith received inftru&ions to make
fetters, he inquired for whofe legs? Being anfwered,
#¢ For the legs of Hubert de Burgh, a fugitive, and con-

¢ victed
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¢ yi&ed perfon,”’ the honeft man, with a decp figh, re-
plied, ¢ Do what you pleafe with me; God have mercy
¢ on my foul : I will rather fuffer death than put fet-
$¢ ters on him.  Is not this that faithful and ftout Hu-
¢ bert, who hath often preferved England from rain by
¢¢ aliens; who hath ferved fo faithfully and conftantly
¢¢in Gafeony, Normandy, andother places, in the time
¢ of king John, fo that he was fometimes neceflitated to
¢ eat horfeflefh, his enemies admiring his conflancy ?
¢ Who for a long time kept Dover, the key of Eng-~
¢ land, againt the king of France, and all his power ?
¢ Who fubdued our enemies at fea? What fhall I fay of
¢ his noble exploits at Lincoln, and Bedford ? God be
¢ judge betwixt him and you, for thus inhumanly
¢¢ dealing with him, recompenfing to him evil for good,
¢¢ and the worft rewards for his beft deferts.”

This pathetic appeal was attended with no effet:
Hubert was cafried to London, with his feet tied under
the horfg’s body, and lodged in the tower. Hewas re-
claimed by the clergy, who were very tenacious of the
1ights of fanctuary, and being replaced in the chapel,
the fheriffs of Effex and Hertfordthire were commanded
to blockade the place and ftarve him out.

While they were thus employed, the archbifhop of
Dublin again ventured to folicit in his behalf, and it
foon became obvious that avarice was the chief fpring of
the king’s conduct in this fevere perfecution. He gave
Hubert his choice, either to abjure the realm for ever,
to fubmit to perpetual imprifonment, or publicly ac-
knowledge himfelf a traitor. If he had fubmitted to per-
petual imprifonment, he would moft probably haves

been



EARL OF KENT. 4%

been murdered, and by . either of the other two alter-

natives he would have left his property at the difpofal

of the king. He offered to quit the Kkingdom, but

would not confent to abjure it ; but this propofal wa.s;
not.accepted.

At length Henry having heard that he had depofited

a‘great treafure in the new Temple, .Londoz, endea-
youred to obtain pqﬂeﬂion of it. . The Templars refufed
to give it up without Hubert’s confent ; bpt the king
having put him in fetters in the tower, he at length
figned an order for the delivery of his property. The
booty thus acquired was very valuable, and de Burgh’s
enemies urged the amount as a motive for the king to
have him exccuted as a traitor ; but Henry, whofe ends
were now anfwered, under pretence of gratitude for his
former fervices, refufed to liften to thefe: figgeftions, and
fet him at liberty,

Still Hubert’s property continued an irrefiftible temp-
tation to'the avarice of the king. He was ever ready
by terror and imprifonment to deprive “him of parts of
it, and his life was often in extreme danger through the
malice of his enemies, till’ at length the unfortunate
vi&im of perfecution, by facrificing fome of his moft va~
luable demefnes, obtained a general pardon, and free li-
cenfe to enjoy the remaindey.

Haying thus tranquillifed thofe florms which fo long
threatened his exiftence, the earl of Kent, though he re-
covered a great fhare of the king’s confidence, never
fhewed any inclination to reinftate himfelf in power and
authority, but devoted his days to piety, and foundéd and
endowed many charitable and religious houfes. He died

in November 1243.
Hubert
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Hubert de Burgh was the moft able and virtuous minif-
ter Henry ever poffeffled. He was fteady to the crown
in the moft difficult and dangerous times, yet fhewed no
difpofition to opprefs the people. While he was at the
head of adminiftration, great care was taken of com-
merce, and, as far as he could direét, confiderable atten-
tion paid to the navy. From the period of his removal
the fleet declined to fuch a degree, that the coafts of Eng-
land were infefted by pirates, who carried their depreda-
tions to an alarming extent ; they were with great diffi-
culty reprefled, and that rather by conceffion than by
force, !

ROBERT TIPTOFF.

Tue family of Tibetot, Tiptot, or Tiptoff, for the
name is {pelled in all thefe various ways, is traced no
higher than the reign of John, when Walter de Tibe-
tot, for adhering to the king’s enemies, was deprived of
a confiderable eftate in Leicefterfhire. In the enfuing
reign amends were made for this privation, by beftow-
ing on Walter’s heir a large property in the counties of
York and Lincoln.

To thefe eftates Robert fucceeded, and, having diftin-
guithed himfelf by his valour, while he attended prince
Edward, afterwards king of England, in the holy land,

was
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was rewarded by being made governor of Nottingham
and Porchefter caftles.

Edward L. furnamed Longfhanks, at the period of Hen-
ry’s death, was abfent in Paleftine. Difgufted at the
feeblenefs and want of judgment which diftinguifhed his
father’s government, he indulged his propenfity to he-
roic exploits in that region, which was deemed the pro-
per fphere for the difplay of Chriftian valour. Though
accompanied only by an infignificant force, he diftin-
guifhed himfelf {o much, and performed fuch fplendid
achievements, that he was confidered the life of the
Chriftian caufe, and marked out for the peculiar ven-
geance of the Saracens. Defpairing of fuccefs againft
him in the field, they employed an affaffin to deprive
him of life ; but this attempt was fruitrated by Edward’s
ftrength, {pirit, and prefence of mind.

Although, in that age, primogeniture or even heredi-
tary fucceflion were little regarded, fuch was the effect
of Edward’s reputation among his brave fubjes, that
his claim to the crown was generally acknowledged, and
no one appeared as a-competitor. He did not arrive in
his kingdom till the 25th of July 1274; and the barons,
though they had given fo much uneafinefs to his father,
feemed anxious to teflify their efteem for him by a ready
and refpe&tful obedience.

Edward, though diftinguifhed for his condut in war,
was {olicitous to maintain his kingdom in peace ; but he
could not avoid engaging in hoftilities with Llewellin,
prince of Wales, whofe dominions he affailed with a
large army, and ravaged the coafts with a confiderable
ficet. Ina fhort time he reduced Llewellin to the ne-
ceffity of making peace on very difadvantageous terms.

Tiptoff
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Tiptoff was one of the commiffioners appointed: by Eds
ward in negociating this treaty, which took place in
1277. He condu&ed himfelf in this affait fo mucly
to the king’s fatisfaCtion, that he was rewarded with fe~
veral lucrative employments and advantageous charters,
* and was made juftice of South Wales, and governor of
the caftles of Caermarthen and Cardigan.

The peace concluded between Edward and the Welch
was not of long duration. A new war broke out, which
in 1284 ended in the deftrution of the Welch monar-
chy, the maffacre of the bards, and the appointment of
Edward’s fecond fon to the principality of Wales. This
fon becoming afterwards licir to the crown by the death
of his elder brother, the title of prince of Wales has
been ever fince retained by the heirs apparent of the
Englifh throne.

The enfuing years of Edward’s reign were employed
in the wars againft Scotland, in which Tiptoff does not
appear to have taken any {hare. He was fully employ-
ed in reftraining the turbulence of the Welfh, who
being but recently fubdued, could il fupport a foreign
government. Tiproffwas theking’s licutenant in Wales,
and in the year 1292 encountered Rees ap Meredith,
one of the native princes of the country, killed four
~ thoufand of his followers in battle, and taking Rees
prifoner, fent hitm to York, where he was beheaded.

The fuccefsful incroachments of the kings of France
on the continental property of the vEng]ifh fovereigns,
during the two laf} reigns, had reduced it fo much, that
Edward confidered it the mott prudent policy to remain
at peace with that kingdom, and before be arrived in
England from the holy land, he had done homage to
the
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the French king at Paris, for the territories held by him
in that country, Butat length a war became inevitable
from the perfidy and injuftice of the Gallic monarch.
‘The origin of this war was a quarrel between fome En-
glith and Norman failors. The circumftances are in
themfelves fo curious, and fhew {o forcibly the ftate of
princes and fubjeclsin thofe times, that they are given
without variation in the words of an ancient annalift*.
¢ In the year 1293 a fatal contention happened be-
tween the Englith feamen of the cinque ports and the
mariners of the French king in Normandy, which began
thus: an Englifh fhip putting into a Norman port, re-
mained there fome days: while they lay at ancher, two
of the crew went to get frefh water at a place not far
diftant from the fhore, where they were infulted by
fome Normans of their own profeffion; fo that coming
from words to blows, one of the Englifbmen was
killed, ‘and the other flying to the fhip,  related what
had happened to his fellow failors, informing them
that the Normans were at his heels. Upon this they
hoifted fail, and put to fea; and though the Normans
followed them, they neverthelefs efcaped, but with
fome difficulty: wherenpon- the inhabitants of the
Englith ports fought affiftance from their neighbours;
and the enemy, on the other hand,” retaiping ftill the
fame difpofition, increafed their firength daily, and
chafed all Englifh fhips. In thefe excurfions, having
had the fortune to meet fix, and to take two Englith
veflels, they Killed the fdilors, hung up their bodies at
the yard-arm, with as many dogs; failing in this man-

® Walter de Hemingford, Hiftoria de rebus gefiis Edouardi 1. vol, i. p. 39.
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ner for fome time on their coafts, and fignifying to alf
khe world thereby, that they made no fort of difference
between an Englithinan and a dog.
< This, when it came to the ears of the inhabitants
of the Englith ports, by the relation of thofe that ef~
caped, provoked them to take the beft meafures they
could to revenge fo fignal an affront; and having fn vain
craized at fea, in order fo find out the enemy, they er-
tered the port of Swyn, and having killed and drowned
abundance of men, carried away fix fhips; many acts
of a like nature fucceeding this on both fides. At
laft, wearied by this piratical war, they, by meflengers
who paffed between them, fixed a certain day to decide
this difpute with their whole ftrength : this day was the
fourteenth of April, and a large empty fhip was fixed in
the middle, between the coafts of England and Nor+
mandy, to mark the place of engagement, The Eng-
lith (who were on that day commanded by Tiptoff) pro-
cured fome aid from Ireland, Holland, and other places ;
and the Normans drew to their affiftance the French, Fle-
mings, and Genoefe. At the appointed day both parties
met, full of refolution ; and as their minds boiled with
rage, fo alike fpirit feemed to agitate the elements: ftorms
of fiow and hail, and boifterous gufts of wind, were the
‘preludes of an obftinate battle; in which at length
God gave the viGtory to us; many thoufands being
flain, befides thofe who were drowned in a large num=
ber of fhips which perifhed ;  the victorious Englith
xarrying off two hundred and forty fail, and with thefe
they returned home.
*¢ When king Philip received this news, though his
brother Charles had been the author of the battle, yet
he

Frinted by T, Benfleyy Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London.
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he fent embaffadors to the king of England, demanding
reparation for the wrong done him, by punifhing fuch
as were concerned, and by the payment of a vaft fum
for the lofles which his mercharits had fuftained. To
them the king prudently anfwered, that he weuld in-
quire into the matter, and return his refolution by mef-
fengers of his own. Agreeable to this promife, he fent
to defire the French king, that time and place might be
fixed for commiffioners on both fides, to meet and in-
quire into the circumftances of the fadt, in order to its
being amicably adjufted : but this the French king re-
fufed, and, by the advice of his nobility, fummoned the
king of England to appear, and anfwer for what had paf~
fed in his court, on a day affigned. The day came, and
the king not appearing, a new fummons was iffued,
wherein the king was cited to appear on another day,
under pain of forfeiting all his dominions beyond the
feas. The king, before this day elapfed, fent his bro-
ther Edmund, earl of Lancafter, and the earl of Leicef-
ter, with inftructions for making an end of this bufinefs ;
yet thefe embaffadors, though they produced ptoper cre-
dentials, were not heard, nor even admitted ; but judg-
ment was given, that the king fhould lofe Aquitain, and
all his tranfiarine dominions, for his contempt in not

appearing.”’ :
Thefe occurrences made it apparently impoffible to
avoid a war, but neverthelefs a negociation was fet on
foot for the prevention of hoftilities, in which Philip IV
king of France, difplayed the moft difhonourable per-
fidy and bafenefs. It was propofed that, in order to fa-
tisfy the pun&ilious honour of the French king, a few
of his troops fhould be admitted into certain forts and
E towns,
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towns, and afterwards withdrawn, that the differencés
between the two monarchs might be fettled at a per-
fonalinterview. Thefe ftipulations were faithfully per-
formed on the patt of Edward; but Philip, when the pe-
tiod agreed on was elapfed, refufed to evacuate the towns,
declaring that he was unacquainted with the treaty, and
would not comply with it.

Thus ftimulated, Edward called on his Parliament
for fuppliesto enable him to recover the provinces wreft-
¢d from him and his ‘anceftors by force and treachery.
He made various treaties with foreign princes, and ap-
pointed Tiptoff admiral. In this employ he difplayed
great courage and ability ; his orders were to fail to Nor-
mandy, and finding a fuitable opportunity, he entered
the Seine, funk all the thips he found in that river, and
afterwards made prize of feveral veffels laden with wine,
which were coming round from the weftern coaft of
France. ‘This was but a part of the naval fuccefs of
the Englith. Their other admirals performed confider-
able exploits, as will be fhewn in the enfuing memoirs.

Tiptoff did not long furvive this tranfadtion ; he ferved
in the year 1297, in the Scottifh wars, and died the year
enfuing, with an augmented patrimony, and generally
refpeéted and efteemed.

WILLIAM .
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WILLIAM DE LEIBOURNE.

WirLiaM DE LEIBOURNE was fon and heir of
Roger de Leibourne, who in the reign of Henry IIL
was made warden of the cinque ports, and diﬁing’uifhea
‘himfelf by his valiant exploits in oppofing the rebellious
barons, and their adherent, Leoline, prince of Wales.
William equally diftinguithed himfelf by his loyalty,
and in the year 1296, when Edward I. equipped 2
powerful armament to affift in the recovery of Guienne,
which had been fraudulently and treacheroufly wrefted
from him by the king of France, Leibourne was ap-
pointed admiral of one of the three ﬂeets into which the
king’s force was divided.

The fleet which Leibourne commanded was called
the Portfmouth fquadron from the circumftance of that
harbour being the place where they were firft apppointed
to rendezvous. The mode in which this armament was
provided deferves particular notice. The king directed
his precept to the theriffs of Southampton, and feveral
other counties, and to thofe in the marches of Wales
and Ireland, commanding them to furnifh him with
timber for the building of fixty fhips, fo that they might
be at Portfmouth in readinefs for his fervice by a given
day, and this precept was punctually obeyed.

Although this fleet was fuppofed to be equipped prin-
cipally for the defence of the kingdom, ftill when it
became apparent that there was no immediate danger of

E. 2 : invafion,
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invafion, it was employed in attacking the enemy.
About Michaelmas, Leibourne failed to the mouth of the
Garonne, and difembarked a confiderable body of Britifh
troops, who took feveral places. The French, in re-
venge,hired a large fleet the next year, amounting, accord-
ing to fome writers, to three hundred fail, and landed
fuddenly .at Dover. ‘This exploit was affifted by the
treachery of Sir Thomas Turberville, by whofe means
they were enabled to take and burn the town ; but they
were fpeedily attacked by the Englifh, and compelled
totake refuge in their fhips, with a lofs of eight hundred
men.

Leibourne, in the mean time, had the good fortune to
fall in with a fleet of Spanifh merchantmen, richly
laden, fifteen fail of which he captured, and brought in-
to Sandwich. Thefe were the only achievements per-
formed by the Portfmouth flect as a feparate fquadron,
and with them the naval chara&er of Leibourne ter-
minates. He attended king Edward 1. in his expedi-
tions to Flanders and Scotland, and having ferved feveral
years in parliament, died in 1309. His only fon died
in his life-time, leaving no iffuc except a daughter, named
Julian, who married John de Haftings, father of
Laurence, earl of Pembroke.

JOHN
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WaEeN Edward 1. refolved to attempt the recovery of
Guienne from the French king, John de Batetourt, go-
vernor of Saint Brival’s caftle, in G_lopceﬁcrﬂxirc, was
fammoned to attend at Portfmouth ; and the command of
the Yarmouth fleet was conferred on him by, his fove-
reign. Although no authentic records enable us to
commemorate his previous exploits, there is every rea-
fon to believe that he had greatly dlﬁmgulfhed hlmfclf
fince Edward, in the higheft degree vahant hlmfelf and
an undoubted judge of mllxtary ment, conﬁded to !um.
this important and honourable commlﬁion, Yarmouth
was, at that period, next to London, the greateﬁ port
for fhipping in England and the Yarmouth ﬂeet wqf
confidered the flower of the Britifh force.

Whatever reputanon Botetourt might have prevxouﬂy
acquired, it was not diminifhed by his exertions in this
high appointment. His firft exploit was a dcfcent on thc
coaft of Normandy, where he burned the town of Cher-
bourg, and enriched his followers by the fpoils attending
his conqueft, particularly by the‘ plunder of a rich abbey
in the neighbourhood. On his return, he attempted to
gain the harbour of Berwick ; bt the Seots, haying in
the mean time invaded Enoland Boté?:ourt entering  the
port without due attention, was vigoroufly attacked by
the enemy, and after lofing four of his fhips, was glad
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to efcape with the remainder.  His lofs was not unpro-
du&live of advantage to the king, for Edward obferving
the attention:of the enemy chiefly dire&ed to' the naval
operanon, made a refolute affault on the town, which he
took, and put the garrifon to the fivord.

In the next year, 1297, Edward refolved to invade
Flanders, and though the barons and clergy made con-
fiderable oppofition, found himfelf enabled to equip.a
moft powerful fiet.  Botetourt continued to command
the Yarmouth dmlion, but bad the mortification to
find the expeditlon delayed, and the king’s mtere(fs
ma’tc‘rially injured by a quarrel which took place be-
tween the fquadron of the cinque ports and that of
which' h¢ ‘was adadiral.  This difpute occafi gmed o
nuch rancour, that the two fleets, notwithftanding the
kmg s mterpoﬁnon, came to an engagement, in which
twenty of the Yatmouth thips were burned, and three
of ‘the ]a‘rgel‘t' veffels in the l;avv driven out to fea; one
of them had the king’s treafure on board, and they Were
not faved without confiderable dnﬁiculty

‘When they came to anchor in the harbour of D'xm,
the French formed a projet for burning the whole fleet ;
bt the admiral havmg fortunately obtained intelligence
of the dcﬁun, put to fea, and fo efcaped. This war;
though 1mmcnfe preparations had beén made, was not
carried on with proportionate vigour and fpirit ; the kmg
of France was - eager for the conqueft of Flanders, and
Edward 'snxious to fubjugate Scotland: a truce was
fpeedily agrced on and a peace afterwards concluded,
in which bath monarchs left their allies to their fate,
and feparately purfued théir own views of ambition and
aggrandizement,”

Edward,
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Edward, befides his inclination to complete the con-
queft of Scotland, was under the neceflity of returning’
hoine, in order toreprefs the licentioufnefs of the barons,
whom nothing: but the terror of his name, and the
ftrength of his government, could retain in due bounds;
and who feized the moment of his abfence to enter into
rebellious confederacies, and difturb the peace of the
kingdom. The reign of Edward L. is one of the moft
glorious in the Britith annals, and ene from which pof-
terity has derived the greateft advantages. No lefs wife
and politic in peace, than valiant and judicious in war,
Edward performed the moft effential fervices to the na-
tion, and from the excellence of ‘the ftatutes  enadred
under his influence, has been honoured with the title
of the Englith Juftinian.

Like all other great and wife Britith ngs, Edward was
particularly attentive to the improvement of the navy,
and jealoufly tenacious of thefovereignty of the fea. In
his reign the Englifh feamen acquired that high reputa-
tion which they have ever fince maintained, and which
has proved the glory and fafeguard of the nafion.
¢ Englith fhips,” fays an ancient author,’ ¢ yifit every
coaft, and Englith failors excel all others both in the
arts of navigation and fighting.*”

This naval pre-eminence infpired the king with cor-
refponding fentiments refpeGing the deference due to
the Britith flag, and his honour was well fupported by
Botetonrt, who was, after the peace between France and
England, made admiral of the Britith feas..

* Mop, Malmf. p. 157. qyoted in Henry's Hiftory of England, Vol. XIII.
P 353
E 4 The



56 : JOHN DE BOTETOURT.

The war {till continuing between France and Flan-
ders, Philip the Fair fent out a fleet under one Grim-
baldi or Grimbaltz, a Genoefe, who, under caolour of
of this commiffian, took feveral fhips of different na--
tions, bound for the ports of Flanders.. Complaints
being made on this fubject to the kings of both England
and France, commiffioners were appointed to hear and
determine the difpute. Before thefe commiffioners the
rnatter was pleaded in a formal manner. It was alleged
on the one fide, that the fovereignty of the feas belonged
to the kings of England, and charged that the king
having delegated his power to Botetourt as his admiral,
no other perfon could have a right to exercife jurifdiction
or take the title of admiral on thofe feas. To this
Grimbaltz pleaded: he admitted the fovereignty claimed
by the king of England, and did not difpute the para-
mount title of his admiral ; but juftified his conduct on
the grounds of the late treaty between England and
France. :

‘The remainder of Edward the firft’s reign was fpent in
efforts to achieve the conqueft of Scotland, in which
‘Botetourt accompanied him, and obtained feveral ho-
‘nourable and lucrative marks of regard.

Edward I forms in every refpe@ a ftriking contraft
to his illuftrious parent, Feeble in peace, inglorious in
war, weakly led by favourites who betrayed, and uxo-
rioufly attached to a wife who difgraced him, his reign
was a contmued fcene of turbulence and mifery, and
was terminated by one of thofe fhocking aéts of regicide
which place a ftigma on the page of hiftory. In his
time ghe naval affairs of England were on the decline,

“and
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and Botetourt, though he attended the king in his wars,
had little oceafion to fignalize his prowefs at fea. In the
year 1315 he was made admiral of a fleet bound to-
wards Scotland, but it performed no memorable fervice.
Botetourt was attentive to his duty in parliament, and
formed one in a confederacy againt the king’s minion,
Piers de Gavefton. He died in 13235,

ROBERT
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TuE circumftances under which Edward IIL com-
menced his reign, were {o inaufpicious as to afford none
but the moft gloomy profpets. His father had been
violently depofed and inhumanly murdered; while his
abandoned mother, and Mortimer, her infamous para-
mour, openly lived in a ftate of defiance to decency.
They abufed the power of regency with which they
were entrufted during the king’s minority, and adopted
fuch a fyftem, in order to promote their own indi-
vidual views of ambition and intereft, as threatened
utterly to difgrace the royal authority, and to ruin the
realm,

Under their mal-adminiftration Edward had the mor-
tification to witnefs the execution of his uncle, the earl
of Kent, and the plunder and ruin, under various pre~
tences, of many of the principal nobility, whom it was
not in his power to protect or avenge. He was made
the tool of his mother and Mortimer, in conduéting an
expedition againft the Scots, in which, if not worfted,

“he was at leaft unfuccefsful ; and, inftead of being per-
mitted to repair his ill fortune in a manner which fuited
his ardent genius and impetuous courage, he faw the
road to honour barred up by an ignominious peace.
He was afterwards, by the influence of the fame autho-
rity, obliged to go over and do homage to Philip, king
of France, for his continental territories, though he
Jhimfelf claimed a fuperior title to Philip’s throne.

: But
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But thefe clouds were foon difpelled by “the virtue
and energy of the prince himfelf; and he fhone forth,
vith dazzling radiance, one of the brighteft luminaries
which ever décorated the Englith horizon. While the
afcendancy of Mortimer compelled him to ufe caution,
Edward proceeded with the utmoft circumfpeion ; but
when the genéral hatred againfl that minion gave af-
furance of fuccefs, he exerted himfelf with that vigour
and promptitade which marked his ¢hara@er, and in
liftening to the voice of vengeance, which demanded
the death of fb confpicuous z traitor, did riof fhut his edrs
to the cdlls of juftice, but preferved him from the arm
of the affaffin, that hé might fall by the judgment of
his peers.

When Edward had, by deftroying this ufutped
power, obtained a conftitutional authority, he foon dif-
tinguithed Robert de Morley by ah extraordinary de-
gree of kindnefs. "Morley had attended him in his ex-
pedition to Scotland, and ever difplayed the moft fincere
attachment to his perfon and intereft, He was defcend-
ed from William de Morley, a valiant foldier under
Edivard I. and by his'matriage with Hawife, a daughter
of William de Marefchall, became pofleffed of the
office of marihal of Ireland, which belonged to his lady
by defcent.

Following the di@ates of his own courage, Edward
foon recommenced hoftilities againft the Scots, confider-
ing, like his grandfather; Edward I. that the fubjugation
of that kingdom was a neceffary prelude to rendering
thole 'meafures efféctual which he meditated againft
France. In this war he was attended by Robert de
Morley, but as it afforded no difplay of naval. prowefs,

y a narrative
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a narrative of its progrefs is not within the plan of this
work.

Although, Edward had no occafion to employ a navy
in the Scottifh war, he was folicitous to put the marine
cftablithment on a refpectable. footing, and jealoufly
maintained his title te the lordthip of the fea. In order
to enforce his claims to thofe demefnes of which his
anceftors had been divefted by the French kings,
Edward found it neceffary to form alliances with feveral
foreign princes and ftates. He attempted to bring over
the Flemings to his interelt ; but they having {worn
allegiance to the king of France, could in no wife be
‘tempted to join him but by his openly contefting the
legality of Philip’s claim to the crown, and afluming the
title himfelf.

The precipitation with Wthh this refolution was
adopted afforded the French king the advantage of
making the firft attack. Philip having affembled a
confiderable fquadron of large thips, under pretence of
giving relief to the chriftians in the holy land, fent them
over to the Britifh coaft, where they took and burned
Southampton 5 but in their retreat they were affailed by
the Englifh, and loft three hundred men, befides their
commander, a fon of the king of Sicily : fo that, on the
whole, they had fome reafon to regret the expedition.

In 1338 Edward embarked for Antwerp, with a fleet
of five hundred fail, of which Morley was appointed
admiral 5 but the period was not yet arrived 'when his
reign was to be diftinguifhed by naval exploits.  The
‘Englith monarch was received by his allies with a de-
gree of regard proportionate to the fubfidies he paid
them ; and they.appeared fincerely defirous to promote
2k his
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‘his interefts; but the French king declined an engage-
ment, and thus in fruitlefs fkirmithes, or unavailing de-"
fiances, that time was wafted and thofe treafures ex~
pended by which Edward had reafonably hoped to ac-
complith, or, at leaft, materially forward the obje&s of
his enterprife.

This was not the worft confequence attending the
expedition, for the French and Scots, finding England
divefted of the protection of a fleet, took feveral oppor-
tunities of committing extenfive and important depreda-
tions.  They deftroyed the town of Haftings, and fpread
terror all along the weftern coaft; they alfo burned
Plymouth, and infulted the city of Briftol, the inha-
bitants of which places could not offer an effectual re-
fiftance. Thefe injuries were not entirely unrevenged,
for the mariners of the cinque ports, taking advantage
of a thick fog, manned all their {mall craft, and ran
over to Boulogne. They burned the lower town to-
gether with the dock and arfenal filled with naval ftores,
deftroyed four large fhips, nineteen gallies, and twenty
lefler veflels, and returned in fafety to their ewn
coafts. ;

In another inftance, the valour of the Britith feamen *
was honourably fhewn, though the refult was not in
all refpeéts fuccefsful. A fquadron of five Englifh fhips
was attacked by thirteen fail of Frenchmen but not-
withftanding this immenfe difproportion, the Britons
defended themfelves {o valiantly, that twoonly of their
veffels were captured, the reft efcaped into port. One
of the fhips thus captured was named the Edward, the
other the Chriftopher. ‘

Baffled in his attempts to make an impreffion on the

continent,
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continent, no lefs by ithe cautious prudence of the
*French king, than by the exbaufted ftate of his own
finances, Edward, in 1340, returned to England, after
having difbanded his army, which he was no longer able
to fupport. : :

During his abfence the parliament had been fome-
what alarmed at the great demands for maney with
which they had been obliged to burthen their confti-
-tuents, and had refufed fome fupplies and greatly dimi-
nifhed others.  The king on his return fummoned a
new parliament, and laid before them a very affeting
ftatement of his neceffities. He told them, that without
a very large fupply, -all his defigns wounld be ruined,
and himfelf difhonoured; that he was obliged to return
to Bruffels, and to ftay there till all the debts he had
contralted abroad were paid.

This reprefentation could not fail of producing the
defired effe® on an Englith parliament. Every prin~
ciple of parfimony vanifhed before the idea of a belaved
and gallant monarch’s being left in circumftances of
difgrace and difhonour. A moft liberal fupply was im-
mediately voted for two years, amounting to a ninth of
the increafe of agriculture, and a like proportion of
the moveables of every citizen and burgefs, together with
a confiderable addition to the cuftoms and other taxes.
In confideration of this ample fupply the king volunta-
rily remitted his claim to certain aids to which he was
centitled under the feudal fyitem, for the purpofe of
making his fon a knight, and fupplying a marriage por-
tion for his daughter.

The moft perfe&t good underftanding being .thys
eftablifhed between the king and his affectionate fubje&s,

4 he
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e prepared again to embark for the continent, and for
that purpofe affembled a flect of forty fail at‘Orwell in
Suffolk.

Having repaired to this place a fortaight before Mid-
fummer, he made arrangements for his expedition, and
urged no lefs by his hopes of glory and fuccefs, than by
his anxious defire to fee his wife and children, whom he
had left at Ghent, he refelved to put to fea in two
days.

‘While he was in this fituation his prime minifter, the
archbifhop of Canterbury, fent him information that king
Philip had, with all poffible privacy, affembled a fleet of
four hundred fail at the port of Sluys for the exprefs
purpofe of intercepting his paffage, and therefore advifed
his majefty not to venture to fea with a force fo inade-
quate.

The king, fivayed more by his impatience than his
judgment, anfwered, that he was refolved to fail at all
events; upon which the archbifhop, with all humility,
retired from the council, refigning his feals of office
into the king’s own hand.

Convinced by this proceeding that the advice he had
received was not to be flighted, Edward fent for Robert
de Morley his admiral, and one Crabbe, a moft fkilful
feaman, whom he ordered to make minute inquiry into
the matter. Having taken all proper pains to inform
themfelves of the fads, they returned into the king’s
prefence, and confirmed in every particular the intelli-
gence and advice of the archbifhop.

The mortification of being thus delayed in a favourite
projet inflamed the irritable temper of Edward to fuch
a degree, that he accufed ‘Morley and Crabbe of: being

in
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in collufion with the archbithop to prevent the fuccefs
of his expedition; ¢ You have agreed,” he faid, ¢ to
tell me this tale in order to ftop my voyage ; but,” con=
tinued he angrily, ¢ I will go, and you who are thus
timid, where there isne ground of fear, may flay athome,
I fhall do without you.”

Morley was grieved to find his eourage and loyalty
thus groundlefsly fufpeCted. He told Edward that he
would ftake his head that the information and advice he
had given were in all refpe@s corre@, and that if the
king went out of port, he and all who accompanied
him would be infallibly deftroyed. ¢ But,” he added,
¢¢ I know my duty too well to abandon your majefly in
any undertaking, however difficult or hazardous. If it
be your majefty’s pleafure to lead to captivity, or even
to certain death, I fhall follow without 2 murmur, and
ufe my utmoft endeavours to obtain a fuccefs for which
reafon forbids me to hope.” Crabbe and all the feamen
prefent expreffed fimilar fentiments.

The king, fenfible of the wrong he had been guilty
of in fufpeGting and difcharging his faithful fervants
merely for giving him that advice which was fuggefted
by their duty, and founded in their information and
judgment, called in the aid of reafon to reftrain his im-
patience. Ina great mind, the conviion of being in
an error is {peedily followed by a defire to make amends, -
Edward immediately fent for the archbifhop of Canter-
bury, and prevailed on him to refume the feals, and
craved his advice as to the beft meafures to be adopted for
the purpofe of counteraliing the projects of his enemies,

* The method of raifing a naval force in thofe times
was by a royal proclamation, in obedience to which all
the
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the fhipping belonging to Englith fubjé&s, in whatever
ports they might be, were compelled, together with all
their men, to join the king, or his admiral, at a given
place of rendezvous. By the advice of his minifter,
Edward now iffued fuch a proclamation both in the
north and fouth, and to the Londoners. The aids
which he thus demanded wére fo liberally fupplied, and
even exceeded, by the zealand attachment of his people,
that in lefs than ten days he faw himfelf pofefled of as
large 2 navy as he defired, and received fuch abundant
reinforcements of archers and fighting men, that he
was obliged to fend fome of them back to their homes.

The fleet thus obtained, together with the fhips
Edward had previoufly affembled, amounted to two hun-
dred and fixty fail. Morley was conftituted admiral,
and the king himfelf commanded the troops on board.
They failed the 22d of June, and arriving before the
Haven of Sluys on Midfummer day, fought one of the
braveft and moft important naval engagements recorded
in the annals of hiftory up to that period.

The French fleet, amounting, as has been already
obferved, to four hundred fail, was commanded by two
experienced admirals, named Hugh Quiéret and Peter
Bahuchet. The Englith would hgve attacked the enemy
in harbour; but when they approached, obferving their
fhips to be linked together with iron chains fo that it was
impoffible to break their line of battle, they retired and
ftood eut a little to fea.

This manceuvre occafioned a difpute between the two
admirals,  Quiéret, thinking Morley fled for fear
of the fuperior force he faw affembled, was' eager
to go out and fight, while Bahuchet was of opi~

F nion
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nion that it would be bétter to ftay where they were, and
defend the Haven. Qxiérét,' following the ditates of
his own impetuofity, quitted the harbour, while his co+
adjutor, liftening only to the fuggeftions of prudence,
ftaid within fo long, that when he afterwards withed ity
he could not come out.

Morley, feeing the French fleet put to fea, by an in-
genious manceuvre gained the wind, and what in- the
fyftem of fighting then purfued was of equal importance,.
the fun. The king difpatched lord Cobham to recon~
noitre the number and force of the enemy, who on his
return flated the quantity and magnitude of their veflels,
and perhaps defcanted on their force with fome exagge-
ration. The monarch was not intimidated by this re-
prefentation, but heroically anfwered, ¢ Well, by the
affiftance of God and faint George, I will now revenge
all the wrongs I have received.’”

The Englith fleet was drawn up in two lines; the
firft confifting of veflels of the greateft force, fo ranged,
that between every tweo fhips filed with archers; there
was one'with men at arms for the purpofe of boarding
the enemy ; the fhips in the wings were alfo manned
with archers. The fecond line was ufed as a referve
from which the principal line drew fupplies when necef-
fary. :

The combat began at eight in the morning. The
French commenced it by detaching the fhip called the
great Chriftopher, which in thc preceding year they
had taken from the Englifh, to break the line, of battle
in which they were drawn up.. The enemy advanced
to the adtion with the utmoft courage, cheered by fongs
and fhouts, and infpired by a band of martial mufic.
; The
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The Englith received them with cool intrepidity,
anfwering their thouts and fongs by repeated huzzas..
The fupcrlonty of the Englifh feamen was foon mani=
feft by the {kill' and facility with which they tacked,
and, as occalion required, either bore down upon, or dif-
engaged themfelves from, their opponents.

" In fea fights previous to this time it had been a fre-
quent and fuccefsful pradice to difable the enemy’s vef~
fels by running a long fide, and carrying away the oars
with which they rowed during the action. In this
battle, though oars were ftill occafionally employed, no
ufe was made of this expedient, but the principal reliance
-“was placed on the fails for executing all great manceuvres,
and on the archers and men at arms for all important
affaults, s

The French fhips were, provided with engines for.
throwing huge flones, which did confiderable damage,
but the {kill of the Englifh archers, already renowned
throughout Europe, was in this engagement eminently
confpicuous. They darkened the air with continual,
and well direCted vollies. The great Chriftopher was
foon recaptured, and being filled with Englith warriors,
was employed againft her late owners. The fleets en-
gaged at clofe quarters, and the French foon perceived
their immenfe inferiotity in every refpeét except num-
bers. No quarter was given, and many of the enemy,
prefled by the valour and fuperior tactics of the Englith,
and galled to madnefs by the fevere difcharges of arrows,
jumped into the fea, encountering certain deftruction to
avoid continuing a conteft which they faw muft termi-
nate to their difadvantage.

. Durmg the battle, the Flemings, who defcried it from

T R the
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the fhore, brought a reinforcement, and to this fome
French authors have attributed the fate of the day, But
this allegation is unfupported by reafon or fac. The
number of fhips brought into action by the Flemings
was not fufficient to counterbalance the prodigious fupe-
riority of the French force, or to aét with material effect
in co-operation with the Englifh; nor would thofe cau-
tious allies have rifqued themfelves in Dhattle, had they
not perceived that vitory already inclined to the fide they
intended to efpoufe. The French were undoubtedly
guilty of a great imprudence in commencing the aion
{o near to the coafts of Flanders, but this cxrcumftancc
did not produce any important confequences.

After a moft obftinate conteft, which lafted till feven”
o'clack in the evening, the enemy were defeated in every
quarter, and two hundred of their fhips fell into the
hands of the viGtors. Quiéret was killed during the ac-
tion, and the furvivors were fo incenfed againft Bahu-
chiet, that they hung him up at the yard-arm. Their
lofsin this engagement amounted to thirty thoufand men,
while that of the Englifh did not exceed four thoufand,
although a large fhip and galley from Hull, together
with another veffel, were funk by vollies of ftones,
and all on board perifhed, except two men and a wo-
man.’ '

A'part of the enemy’s forces confifted in an auxiliary
fquadron of Genoefe fhips, under the command of an
experienced admiral, named Barbarini ; he alone fhewed
a confiderable degree of fkill, and infured a proportionate
fuccefs. As foon as the Englifh fleet was in fight, he ftood
out to fea, and after fighting valiantly, as long as fuccefs |

wa
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was probable, he had the geood fortune to fave the re-
mainder of his fhips from the hands of the vitors.

Thirty fail of Frenchmen, the relicks of this formidable
armament, attempted to efcape in the night; but a part
of the Englifh fleet, under the earl of Huntingdon, in-
tercepted and captured them; and on the enfuing day
the victorious monarch entered the harbour of Sluys in
triumph.

The news of this important achievement, which was
{peedily brought to England, was received with great
joy, and oecafioned an increafed alacrity throughout the
nation, in raifing the fupplies voted for the king’s fer-
vice. It excited alfo the greateft ardour among his allies,
who immediately took the field, and he found himfelf at
the head of a hundred thoufand men, befides fifty thou-
fand Flemings, who, under the command of Robert de
Artois, laid fiege to Saint Omers.

In France, the intelligence occafioned general and
deep-felt regret. The courtiers were in fuch confterna-
tion, that they durft not communicate the unwelcome
tidings to Philip. At length the court jefter undertook
the tatk. He ran into the king’s prefence, thouting and
exclaiming, ¢¢ Oh the bafe Englith! Oh the cowardly
Englith | Oh the paltry, faint-hearted Englith !”” Upon
the king’s inquiring why he thus railed againfi the
Englifh; the jetter replied, ¢ Why do I rail? becaufe
they had not the courage to jump into the fea, as your
majefty’s brave French and Normans have done.” An
explanation enfued, in which Philip learned the extent
of his misfortune, which he bore with more firmnefs
than had been expe&ed by thofe who thought it necef-

B fary



70 ROBERT DE MORLEY.

fary to difguife the features of truth in fo ridiculous a
mafk.

Edward’s ultimate fuccefs in this expedition was not
commenfurate to the expectations raifed by his fortu-
nate outfet. The Flemings who befieged Saint Omers,
being for the moft part mechanies, unufed to war, were
routed by a fortie from the garrifon, nor could all the
efforts of their valiant commander induce them to rally.
According to the genius of that age, Edward fent a chal-
lenge to his rival, to decide their pretenfions by fingle
combat, or by a limited number of knights on each fide.
This Philip declined, alleging, with reafon, that Ed-
ward, having once done homage to him as vaffal, was 1ot
entitled to the rights of combat, and that in fuch a con-
teft the challenger might gain every thing, but had no-
thing to lofe.

The fiege of Tonrnay, in which Edward employed
his forces, proceeded but flowly, and the remittances he
reccived from Eﬁgland were not in any manner corre-
fpondent to the liberality of parliament, or the promifes
of his minifters. This deficiency is attributed to the
malverfation of the king’s officers in general, but more
particularly to the intrigues of the archbithop of Canter-
bury; be afted under the influence of the pope, wha
was known to be attached to the caufe of the French
king. ’

But whatever might be the caufe of Edward’s want-.
Ang pecuniary fuppoit, the efiect was fpeedily obvious.
His allies, no longer expeding to be paid, deferted his
caufe, and, after having been reduced to the moft de-
grading expedients, 3fter baving even pawped his own

diadem
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diadem and the queen’s jewels for a fupply, Edward
found himfelf under the neceflity of once more abandon-
ing all his projells, of raifing the fiege of Tournay,
«concluding a truce with the enemy, and returning to
England.

Before this period Mor]e&"s command was limited to
the northern fleet, in which he was principally em-
ployed in tranfporting troops, and prote&ting the Englifh
coaft. In two years afterwards the war was renewed,
and Morley, having the command of the Cinque Port
fleet, ravaged the coafts of Normandy, and burned three-
feore fhips, three towns, and two villages.

From this period, although Morley’s eommiffion of
admiral was frequently renewed, he does not feem to
bave diftinguifhed himfelf at fea. = He attended Edward
in all his wars, and ferved him in perfon at the famous
battle of Crefly, fought the 26th of Auguft, 1346.

His whole life was {pent in ative fervice ; and, befides
being conftantly returned to parliament, he was ap-
pointed conftable of the Tower of London, and, named
in feveral important commiflions for the defence of the
kingdom. -

He died in the year 1360, being then in France, in
the army of his viGorious fovereign, by whom he was
ever highly efteemed, and by whpm his merits werg
liberally rewarded,

A5 WILLIAM
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WiLLiaM pE €rinron was a lineal defcendant of
Geoffrey de Clmton, lord chamberlain and treafurer ta
Henry I. He was fon of John de Clinton, of Maxftoke,

. in the county of Warwick, by Ida, eldeft daughter and
heirefs of William de Odingfels.

In the year 1324, he was made a knight by Ed-
ward I1. and on the acceflion of Edward IT1. was employed

* to receive and condutt John of Hainault, who had
landed at Dover with a confiderable force, to affift in
the mglonous expedition againft the Scots. In 1330 he
married Julian, daughter of Sir Thomas de Leyburne,
and widow of John de Haftings of Bergavenny. To
this alliance he was fuppofed to owe much of his fubfe-
quent elevation, though it is to be attributed in a much
greater degree to his own merit and prudence.

Clinton early attached himfelf to the interefts of the
young king, and was one of thofe who engaged in the
hazardous enterprize of furprifing and bringing to juftice
the mifcreant Mortimer. From this period he was
highly confidered by his fovereign, “who created him
juftice of Chefler, govcmor of Dover caitle, and warden
of the cinque ports; and in 1332, he was called to par-
liament arfiong the barons of the realm.

Clinton, while yet a young man, was diftinguifhed by
his piety, and the liberality with which he beftowed his
lands and property in endowments for religious and cha-
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table purpofes, in which he was abundantly feconded by
his amiable and virtuous lady.” His wifdom and prudence
daily gained him additional intereft with his fovercign,
who, in 1333, appointed him lord admiral of the feas,
from the mouth of the Thames weftward, and on the
16th March, 1337, by letters patent, created him earl of
Hdntingdon.

After this he was employed in feveral important em-
baffies, and difplayed great ability in concluding fome of
thofe alliances by which Edward hoped to achieve the
conqueft of France. In returning by fea from one of
thofe miffions, he attacked and captured two Flemifh
veflels loaden with Scots, of whom they took two hun-
dred and fifty, and amongft them the bithop of Glafgaw,
and feveral noblemen’s fons.

In the famous fea fight near Sluys, the earl of Hun-
tingdon exerted himfelf in a confpicuous manner, and
contributed to the glory of the tranfaction by the cap-
ture of thirty French fhips which attemptcd to efcape
after the battle.

When Edward had been compelled by neceffity to
conclude a truce with the French king, and returned to
England, he employed himfelf with great diligence and
{pirit in reforming the abufes which had crept into every
department of the ftate, and in punifhing the authors of
them. From the feverity of this inquifition, and its
penalties, even the archbifhop of Canterbury, John

- Stratford, was not exempt, although he exerted all the
influence which his high fituation and facerdotal cha-
racter fupplied, in attempting to avert the blow.

Between enemies fo inveterate as Edward and the
French king, any circumftance which promifed advan-

1 tage,
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tage, formed 4 fufficient motive for a recommencement
of hoftilities, and the difputed fucceffion to the duchy of
Britanny fupplied, in 1342, a pretence for unfheathing
the fivord.  This conteft produced no naval exploit of
nmportance, except the capture of a_few fhips by Sir
Walter Manny, and one fkirmith in which the Englith
had not the advantage, although they fucceeded in ac-
complithing the objett of their enterprize.

Edward had refolved to fend a reinforcement to his
army on the continent, and for that purpofe embarked
five hundred men at arms, and a thoufand archers, on
board ordinary tranfports, under the command of the
earls of Northampton and Devonthire. The French
king obtained information of this intention, and in order
to intercept the fupply, hired from different nations
thirty-twe fail of {hips, nine of which were of extraordi-
nary fize, and three ftout gallies. On board this flect
were three thoufand Genoefe, and a thoufand men at
arms, commanded by Carolo Grimbaldi and Antonio
Doria. The king’s fleet was under the command of no
admiral in particular, nor was it compofed of veffels cal-
culated to refift with effet an enemy {o powerful.  Yet
they did not, although attacked unexpeétedly, relinquith
the high chara&er they had acquired, or yield to their
opponents an eafy bloodlefs victory ; on the contrary,
the fight began off Guernfey at four o’clock in the
afternoon,’and was maintained till night; when a ftorm
arofe, and the Englith, keeping in near {hore, landed
their troops, who peiformed important fervices. The
enemy remained at fea, in token of having gained the
victory, and had in fa& captured four of the Englify
fquadron,

The
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The king foon afterwards went over into Britanny
with a powerful reinforcement, but the exploits he was
enabled to perform were fo little adequate to his hopes,
that before the end of 1342 he concluded a truce for
three years. Negociations were commenced under the
pope’s influence for an entire pacification, but they were
not fuccefsful, and the truce was foon broken, or rather it
was never well kept.

In 1344 war was renewed againft France, and in
1346 Edward, having refolved to make an important
attempt, affembled at Portfmouth a fleet of a thoufand
fail, under the command of the earl of Huntingdon,
‘With this mighty armament, on board which he had
embarked two thoufand five hundred horfe, and thirty
thoufand foot, the king defigned, in the firft place, to
relieve his general, the earl of Derby, who, after per=
forming many valiant exploits for the fpace of two years
in the province of Guienne, was reduced to moft diffi-
- cult and dangerous circumftances, and prefled by a
French force infinitely fuperior to his own. Eager to
accomplifh the obje&ts of his expedition, Edward em-
barked at Portfmouth in the beginning of June, but he
was detained by contrary winds till the 1oth of July,

However mortifying this delay might be to a prince
of Edward’s impatient fpirit, it was highly beneficial to
his interefts, as in the interval he formed fuch an altera-
tion of hisplan as was productive of one of the moft
glotious events of his reign. By the advice of Godfrey
de Harcourt, a Norman nobleman, who had been af-
fronted and injured by the French monarch, and had in
confequence fled to England, Edward, inftead of failing
to Guienne, where a powerful enemy was ready to op-
pofe him, refolved to attack Normandy, the ancient pa-

trimony
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trimony of the kings of England, a sich and defencelefs
territory.

In confequence of this wife determination, the grand
flect failed from St. Helen’s the 10th of July, and ar-
rived at La Hogue in Normandy on the r2th, The
king having landed his troops without oppofition, wife-
ly refolved to allow them fix days for the advan-
tage of reft and refrefhment, which was rendered necef-
fary by their long confinement on fhipboard.

When their {pirits were thus repaired, the earl of
Huntingdon, feconding the king’s military operations, vi-
fited.the feveral fea-ports on the coafts, and dcﬁroyed the
fhipping, while the army ravaged the open country,
took and plundered the towns, fpreading terror and de-
folation even to the gates of Paris. The troops were
enriched by an immenfe booty, which was put on board
fome of the fhips and fent to England; Caen alone af-
forded treafure enough to freight one large veffel, befides
near four hundred wealthy citizens and knights whofe
ranfoms were expected to be largely productive. Such
were the immediate advantages which Edward derived
from the employment of a powerful flect, and an army
compofed entively of his own fubjeéts.

The French king, irritated at the continual fuccefs of
the Englith arny and navy, forfook the line of conduct
which caution had ufually dictated, and purfued thofe
meafures which brought on the famous and glorious bat-
tle of Creffy. To defcribe this ever-memorable action
1s not within the fcope of this work, but the general
outline and 'refult are comprized in few words. ‘The
Englih army under the command of king Edward and
his fon, the illuftrious Black Prince, was attacked by a

Freneh
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French force of more than three times their number ¢
the king neverthelefs, relying on the valour and condué
of the prince of Wales, who was then only fixteen years
old, would not fuffer a confiderable part of his army to
take any fhare in the aGtion. The French were utterly
defeated, lofing eighty bannerets, twelve hundred knights,
fourteen hundred gentlemen, four thoufand men at
arms, and about thirty thoufand of inferior rank, be-
fides many of their principal nobility. The kings of
Minorca and Bohemia, who had joinedthe French king,
were alfo flain, and from the king of Bohemia the
prince of Wales derived the creft which has been ever
fince borne by his fucceffors—three oftrich feathers, and
the motto 1c# DIEN, in Englifh, I ferve. The lofs
on Yhe part of the vi€tors was almoft incredibly fmall,
amounting only to three knights, one efquire, and a
very few of inferior rank.

Edward was not fo elated with this victory, however
encouraging and important, as to think with his {fmall
force of conquering the whole kingdom, or even an
extenfive province. He left thofe exploits to future
contingencics, but refolved, if poffible, to fecure an en-
trance into France without being fubjected to the diffi-
culties he had hitherto encountered.

For this purpofe he commenced the fiege of Calais,
and to give' more certain effe¢t to his operations caufed
the town to be blockaded at fea by a fleet of feven hun-
dred and thirty-eight fail, on board of which were four-
teen thoufand nine hundred and fifty-fix mariners, un~
der the earl of Huntingdon.

An exa& lift of this fleet is preferved in the Britith
Mufeum ; and another, copied from a roll lodged in the

' king’s
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king’s wardrobe, is given by Hackluyt, which, though it
differs in fome particulars, agrees in the general refult *,
‘This lift is not of fufficient importance to be copied into
this work, but it fupplies interefting information refpacts
ing the flate of the navy at that period, and fuinifhes
certain deductions refpeting the ftate of maritime affairs
in England, and by comparifon in other kingdoms.

I. It appears that, on an average, each fhip contained
about twenty-one men, which, as oars were not fo much
in ufeas formerly, allows for veffels of confiderable bulk,
efpecially confidering that thefe were mere mariners, and
notemployed in fighting, but only in navigating the thips.

11. Of this great force only thirty-eight were foreign
thips ; fo that while France could make no effort at fea,
‘without relying on the Genoefe and other nations” for
aid, England could equip fuch a powerful navy, with-
out the affiftance of any other country:

HI. It appears from the lift above referred to, that the
thips were fupplied by the cities, towns, boroughs, and
cinque ports of England ; and from acomparifon of their
different aids in men and fhips an eftimate may be form-
ed of their opulence or their loyalty. The king con-
tributed twenty-five fhips and four hundred and nine-
tecn mariners, to which may probably be added the
thirty-eight foreign velfels as being hired at his expence:
The city of London furnifhed only twenty-five {hips,
but they were larger than the king’s, as they contained
fix bundred and fixty-two men, or on an average up-
wards of twenty-fix men in each fhip. Fowey, in
Cornwall, exceeded the capital in ability or in liberality,
as it fent forty-feven fhips and feven hundred and feventy

* MS. in Bibl, Cotton. Titus F.TIL. 8. Hackluyt, PantI. p. 318,

See alfo Lediard’s Nav, Hift, V. I. p.53.
8 -men.
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men. The ihips were but fmall, as muft be obvious
from confidering their crews. Shoreham fent more
thips than London, but they muft have been of incon-
fiderable fize, as in twenty-fix veflels there were only
three hundred and twenty-nine mariners. Briftol fur-
nifhed twenty four fhips of confiderable fize, for they
contained fix hundred and eight men. The fhips from
Winchelfea were very large, as twenty-one, the num-
ber fupplied from thence, were navigated by five hundred -
and ninety-fix men, or on an average upwards of twenty-
éight in each fhip. But Yarmouth excelled all other
places both in number and magnitude of veflels, From
that place were fent forty-three fhips, containing aine-
teen hundred and five feamen, being, on an average,
fomewhat more than forty-four to each veflel.
Thus'encompaffed, and all fupplies being cut off
both by fea and land, the inhabitants of Calais, after a
gallant defenice of eleven months, during which they
experienced all the miferies of famine, thought of treat-
jng for a farrender, which was at length accomplithed,
and the Britith monarch gained this invaluable fortrefs
and city. A popular account has been given by many
hiftorians, of Edward’s having infifted on a certain
number of the principal citizens attending him to yield
up the keys with halters about their necks, and of his
having been with difficulty induced to refrain from
hanging them ;' but there are many ftrong reafons for
doubting the truth of this ftory. :
After this, by the mediation of the pope, a truce was
concluded for three years, during which the Freach,
with their accaftomed perfidy, ‘attempted to regain Ca-
lais by the treachery of an Italian, Aymeri de Pavia,

whom
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whom Edward had left as governor. The plot hows
ever being difcovered by Aymeri’s fecretary, the king
fecretly equipped a fleet, and went over to Calais with
fuch a force, that ‘the French, inftead of accomplithing
their defign, were defeated and cut to pieces with great
lofs and carnage. .

While the truce et continucd between England and
France, Edward was unexpettedly affailed by a new
enemy from whom he had no reafon to expett fuch
conduét In the month of November, 1349, a fqua-
dron of Spanifh fhips failing unexpeStedly up the Ga-
sonne, found a confiderable number of Englith veflels
at Bourdeaux laden with wine. Thefe they attacked,
‘although the two nations were at peace, and not only
plundered and funk the fhips, but cruelly murdered the
feamen on board.  Incenfed at this perfidious act of ra-
pacity, the king, having in the next year gained intellis
gence that a {quadron of Spanith fhips were on their re-
turn from Flanders, colle€ed a fleet of fifty fail at Sand-
wich. The command was intrufted to the earl of Hunt-
ingdon, and the king himfclf did not difdain to thew his
prowefs in the expedition. The prince of Wales, and
many of the nobility, were alfo emulous of ferving on
the occafion.

On the 25th of Auguft they encountered near Win-
chelfea the Spanifh flcet, confitting of forty-four fhips
of uncommon large fize, called carracks. The engage-
ment was refolutely maintained, the enemy refufed
quarter, though it was offered them, and preferred death
to captivity. The height of their fhips gave them a
great advantage, but every thing yielded to the great
{uperiority of the Englifh archers. Twenty-four of the

Spanith
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Spanifh veflels, loaded with cloth and other valuable
merchandize, were captured, and had not the friendly
fhade of night intervened, not.one of them would have-
efcaped.  Thofe which were fo fortunate, had been
fo feverely handled that they had great difficulty in re-
gaining their own fhores.

This conteft reflected the greateft honour to the earl
of Huntingdon, and Edward was fo pleafed with the
vi€tory he had obtained, that he perpetuated the memory
of it by a gold coin which he caufed to be ftruck for
that purpofe.  On this money the king was reprefented
ftanding on board a fhip, in armour, with a drawn fword
in his hand, and in the infcription he was ftyled,  Te
Auvenger of the Merchants.

The earl of Huntingdon was before this period in
the greateft favour with his fovereign, whom he had
affifted during the French war, at the fiege of Aiguil-
lon, and who, in payment of his fervices, rewarded him -
with the ample fum of eight hundred and twenty-three
pounds twelve fhillings and fourpence. He was after-
wards employed by the king in feveral embaffies, parti-
cularly, in 1349, to the earl of Flanders, and, in 1351, to
the king of France for a prolongation of the truce.

This was the laft public tranfa&ion in which the earl
of Huntingdon was engaged. His health was already
declining, and, having arranged his affairs, and added
corifiderably to the funds he had previouily approptiated
to charitable ufes, he died at Maxftoke the 23d of Au-

guft 1354

G JOHN



(.82 )

JOHN DE HASTINGS,
EARL OF PEMBROKE..

Joun px Hastings. was fon and heir of Lawrence
de Haftings, earl of Pembroke. The mother of Law-
rence, who was Julian, widow of Thomas de Ley-
bourne, was married to William de Clinton, earl of
Huntingdon, and Lawrence being intrufted to his charge
as guardian, was early initiated in the arts of war both
by fea and land. He diftinguithed himfelf -in the fa-
mous fea-fight off Sluys in Flanders, and in feveral
other engagements.  He died at an early age, before his.
fon John had completed his fecond year.

During the minority of Jobn de Haftings no memor-
able tranfaction took place at fea. Edward 11I. renew-
ed hoftilities againft France ; and ‘on the 1gth of Seps
tember, 1356, the illuftrious Black Prince fought the
celebrated battle of Poitieis, in which the king of France
was taken prifoner. This war was at length honour-
ably terminated for England by the peace of Bretigny,
figned in 1360.

The young ear] of Pembroke was fo- highly efteem-
ed by his fovereign, that he gave him in marriage his
daughter Margaret, but ‘the princefs did not long fur-
vive the nuptials. The earl afterwards married Anne,
who was daughter and finally heirefs of Sir Walter
Manny, aveteran officer of the higheft merit, This lady

being
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being related within the third or fourth degree of con-
fanguinity to the princefs Margaret, the earl was oblig<
ed to obtain a difpenfation from the pope to marry her,
which coft him the exceflive fum of a thoufand golden
florins.

So long as John king of France, with whom Edward
had made peace, furvived, the treaty was honourably ob-
ferved ; but his fucceffor Charles V. furnamed the Wife,
when he afcended the throne foon manifefted a difpofi~
tion to renew hoftilities.  For this purpofe, in exprefs
violation of the terms of peace, he cited the prince of
Wales to Paris to anfwer for fome pretended mifdemea-
nors in the government of his own provinces. The
high {pirit of that prince could not brook this indignity :
he retarned an anfwer that he would atténd in Paris
with his helimet on, and fixty thoufand men to witnefs
his appearance. Upon this the king of France declared
king Edward’s provinces in France forfeited for contu-
macy, and, to render the proceeding more irreparably
injurious, fent the notice, not by aherald, but by a fcul-
lion.

Thus, in 1369, war again broke out between England
and France, Charles had not courted this event with-
out having made fecret preparations for an advantageous
outfet.  He hired and purchafed fhips from all the
powers in Europe, and meditated the invafion and de-
firuétion of England.. But although Edward was not
equally prepared for war, and although his finances
were confiderably deranged and the vigour of his go-
vernment much impaired by the feeblenefs' and want of
exertion attending his advanced periad of life, yet he
was not in a fituation fo helplefs as to give fuccefs by

- G inertnefs
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inertnefs to the projets of his enemy. He fpeedily cof-
Je&ted a fleet and army, and the French king, inﬁead of
invading England, was obliged to exert all his force ta
defend his own territories againft the duke of Lancafter,
Edward’s third fon, and the earl of Warwick, who in-
vaded him with a confiderable army.

The duke of Lancafter had formed a plan for burning
the whole French fleet in the port of Harfleur, but it
was fruftrated by the count de Saint Pol, whofe vigilance
and good fortune prevented the execution of the projet.
The ill health of the prince of Wales, and the difpofi-
tion of the people in the conquered provinces, enabled
the French king to gain many important advantages by
land, and for two years an unfuccefsful war was waged
againft an enemy whom the Englifh had been fo long
accuftomed to defeat.  The increafing illncfs of the
Black Prince prevented his retaining the command of
the army, and thofe who were fubfequently appointed
wanted genius or vigoar toreftore the king’s affairs,

Edward did not neglé{:”bhis naval defence, but, having
received liberal fupplies from parliament, equipped fe-
veral {quadrons, which cruifed on the French coaft, and
took many valuable prizes. The French befieged Rochelle,
and the king, defirons of relieving fo valuable a port,
fent out a confiderable ficet under the command of the
carl of Pembroke, whom he alfo conftituted lieutenant

, of Aquitaine. The carl arrived at Rochelle on the
eve of St. John the Baptift’s day; but his expedition
was entirely unfortunate. A Spanith fqu:xdron,i fitted
out by the king of Caftile, lay in wait for him ; and as
foon as he was got into the haven, and before he could
form in a line of battle, attacked, and utterly defeated

him.

.
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him. The whole flect was captured, or deftroyed, and
very few on board efcaped death, wounds, or- imprifon-
ment. The lofs was in every refpet prejudicial, and
cven fatal to the Englifh intereft, as among other veffels
captured, was one with the king’s treafure on board,
for the maintenance of the war, to the amount of
twenty thoufand marks. The earl of Pembroke him-
felf was taken prifoner, and carried into Spain.

The fuperftition of the age fhewed itfelf in the
{peculations of the people on this unfortunate cataf-
trophe. Some, becaufe it took place on the day of St.
Athelred the Virgin, faid God’s judgment followed the
carl for the injury he had done to the church of that
faint at Ely, in a caufe betiveen the churches of Ely
and Edmond’s Bury. It was faid too, that the mo-
ney was unlucky, becaufe it had been obtained from
all the religious houfes and the clergy 5 fome attributed
the mxsfortune to the earl of Pembrake’s diffipation,
and his leading an adulterous life, although a married
man—a crime which, according to their notions of
juftice, was vifited by the deftrution of a whole fleet.
But the clergy, wha took great care to attribute every
difafter to the neglecs or injurics they endured, afferted
that what had happened wasa- punifhment on Pembroke,
for having perfuaded the king to lay a greater tax on
the clergy than on the laity for the fupport of the war.
And the annalift of thofe days gravely adds, that al-
though this practice of pilling and poling the church
was agreeable enough to the temporal lords, -yet the
fuccefs attendipg it was fufficiently obyious to England
and the whole world.

Gz - Thefe
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Thefe ridiculous obfervations would” bardly merit
attention, but they fhew how ready men, who reafon
but imperfe@ly on things the moft obvious, are to atlign
Afupernatural caufes for every confiderable event;
how eager they are to make the faints, and even the
Deity himfelf, aGtively interfere in all fublunary affairs ;
and to what trifling and inefficient motives they afcribe
a degree of refentment fafficient to produce the moft
ftupendous and important effects.

The public mind is feldom attached to merit inde-
pendently of fuccefs; the opinions of the people fluc-
tuate with every variation of fortune; and Edward’s
fubjeéts forgot in his late difgraces all the glories of
his reign. They were taught to feel anxiety at the
overweening difpofition of the duke of Lancafter,
whom they accufed of n\fpiring to the crown; and to
exprefs difapprobation at -the influence which Alice
Pierce, the king’s miftrefs, acquired over him, which
they apprehended would reach to a dangerous pitch,
and give to her relations and friends an undue influence
at court and in the kingdom:

A truce was at length agreed on, but not till Edward
had the mortification to fee himfelf deprived of all his
ancient poﬁ'elﬁbns in France, except Bourdeaux -and
Bayonne, and all his conquefts, except Calais.

The earl of Pembroke languithed in captivity jn
Spain four years, during which he was treated with the
greateft inhumanity, and only obtained his enlarg;mént
at the interceffion of the conftable of France. This was
merely an exchange of a.more fevere for a lefs rigour-
ous confinement. He was brought prifoner to Paris,
where his health vifibly and daily declined, infomuch

6 that
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that it was fuppofed that' he'had been poifoned by the
Spaniards. S

The conftable of France feeing his prifoner’s end
approaching, and eager to receive his ranfom, which ' he
@onfidered the more juftly his due, becaufe he'had taken
him from the king of Spain asan équivalent for a {umof mo-
ney,attempted to remove him toCalais, but in his journey
there the earl died, on the 16th day of Augaft i1375.
His corpfe was brought to England, and intetred at the
Friars Preachers at Hereford, but afterwards removed to
the Grey Friars, London.

The end of Edward’s reign was propomoncd to its
ominous commencement, rather than to the brilliant
zra which conftitutes its middle period. He faw his
beloved fon, the glory of the world, fink into the grave,
undermined by long continued illnefs, at a premature
age. He furvived his lofs but 2 twelvemonth, and, after
a reign of fifty years, expired at Richmond, to the un-
{peakable regret of his fubjects, who no fooner knew his
Jofs, than they learned to appreciate his virtues, and to
feel in its full extent their own misfortune,

The courfe of biographical narration is here {ufpend-
ed for a fhort fpace to review the period over which ‘the
reader has been led, and to examine thofe circumiftances
which now brought forth a new {yftem in' ‘the com-
merce, warfare, ard politics of mankind

No invention has contiibuted mote to produce thefs -
extraordinary ‘effeéts than that of gunpowder, which
was difcovered about ‘the 'year 1340, and' from the
cheapnefs and facility of 'its compofition, and” the im-
menfity of its operations, was foon adopted, in a partial

G4 degree,
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degree, by all nations.  In the firft view of the fubject
this invention would feem calcnlated for the’ exprefs
purpofe of depopulating the earth,and furnifhing to the
malignity. of man the moft extenfive aud effeCtual means
for the deftruction of his fellow-creature. - This is thg
impreflion which it makes on the imagination, and from
this fentiment it has been treated by two of the greateft
poets. in the world, Ariofto and Milton, as proceeding
from the mind of - an enchanter, and from the chief of
the fallen angels himfelf. But when this apparently
mifchievous invention comes to be deliberately con-
fidered, with all the calmnefs of reafon, it will be found,
infa&t, beneficial to the human race. The principle of
felf-defence is much more firongly operative than. that
of extermination ; and, if the means of doing mifchief
have been augmented by the ufe of gunpowder, thofe of
prote€tion have been increafed in a ratio fo much
greater, that inftead of large tralts of land being now
utterly depopulated by a 'viGtorious ‘army, cities and
towns are in general confidered fafe refuges in times of
war 3 and even when befieged, the defence, upon the
fyftem introduced fince artilléry has been ufed, is fo
certain, and the fall of the place befieged fo gradual,
that every provifion is made for the fafety of the van-
quifhed; and'in the contefts of civilized nations it rarely
occurs that the victor is driven to fuch extremities as
to ufe with rigour all the advantages which fuccefs
places in his hands. Hence humanity has become part
of the practice of war, and the refufal of quarter, the
maffacre of prifoners, and the exa&ion of ranfom, are
entirely difufed : in the field, the carnage is not nearly
fo great in proportion to the number of combatants;
the impreflion to be produced is calculated with greater
certainty, and the combined operation of artillery and the

3 bayonet
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tayonet are lefs deftru&ive than the crofs-bow, the

long bow, the {pear, the {ward, the battle-axe, and the

mace, were in the hands of our iron-cafed anceftors.

Edward ufed a few pieces of cannon at the battle of
@refly, 'and to their operation much of the fuccefs of
that day was ‘attributed. The French king had fome

cannon too, but their conftruétion was fo clumfy, and

his eagernefs to overtake the enemy fo great, that he left

them behind, flattering himfelf with a certain viGtory

independently of their aid.

At fea, where it might be fuppofed that' the operation
of guns would be irrefiftibly dreadful, the fame beneficial
confequences have enfued. = Ships are now formed of
fuch a fize, and on fuch a conftru&ion, that a broadfide
is lefs dreadful than afurious volley of ftones difcharged
from machines in fuch a manner as by their weight and
impetuofity to fink a {hlp, and the {ailors, who are now
guarded by every device ingenuity and experience can
fuggeft, have lefs to fear from the whole force of the
enemy, than thofe of former times had from thofe
fhowers of arrows which fell with certain deftruction on
their defencelefs heads. An event of modern date, com-
parable only in a flight degree to the fea-fight off Sluys,
where near thirty-five thoufand lives were loft, would
be rerrardcd with a degree of horror almoft inconceivable.

Another difcovery of il greater importance to the
interefts and welfare of mankind was the compafs, which,
in the words of tlie poet,

em———-diredls the pilot’s hand

To (hun the rocks and treach’rous fand ;
By which the diftant world is knowa,
Awnd cither India is our own,

The
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The powers which conftitate this wonderful machine
were firft afcertained in the year 1302, but the applica-
tion was not rapid in proportion to its importance.
‘When theufe of the compafs was fully known, and the
.benefits derived from it made a,proper impreflion,#a
new light feemed to break in upon mankind. Then
quitting the coafts to which he had before been obliged
to confine himfelf, the mariner fearlefsly launched out
into the unpradtifed defarts of the ocean. Then began
an age of adventure and difcovery: thofe voyages were
then made, and thofe lands familiarly explored by Euro-
peans, which, if obfcurely alluded to in the works of
poets or remance writers of a preceding period, were
looked upon as the brilliant chimeras and impracticable
delufions of the imagination, {corning the fober reftraints
of reafon, and overeaping the boundaries of common
{enfe.

The latter part of Edward’s reign was not favourable
to the commerce of England; the frequent demands for
fhipping in the courfe of his wars_had prevented many
of his fubjets from fitting out their accuftomed quan-
tity, and foreigners had begun to encroach on _the
carrying trade: they obtained a footing in England:
through the' negligence of the merchants, who were
afraid to equip veflels which might be prefled into the
king’s fervice, while thofe of foreigners were exempt
from that apprehenfion. = To this circumftance, which
damped the ardour of the firft of naval nations, may be
attributed the tardy reception of the compafs into ge-
neral ufe, and the flow progrefs of voyages of difcovery,
which were not profecuted in a manner which was
calculated to produce important and extenfive benefit till
the latter end of the next century.

£ It
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It may be proper here to relate what difcoveries wete
cffe@ted by Englithmen, either from accident or defign,
up to the end of Edward’s reign; and in fubfequent
times thefe voyages will be found fuﬂiéiently important

to claim the intereft of the reader at the periods' when
they occuired.

Early hiftory is ever difgraced and obfcured by fic-

“tion, and pretences are made, and refolutely fupported,
to the henour refulting from. achievements and difcove-
ries, which, infad&, is not to be juftly afligned te thofe in
whofe behalf. it is claimed. Whether the following
account is merely a refult of national vanity, or the
narrative of a real fat, is left entirely to the judgment
of the reader ; it wears fome appearance of probability, but
is attended with many queftionable circumftances; and
is not received by authors of the foundeft judgment and
moft extenfive information*, \ '

About the year 1150, on the death of Owen Guyneth,
prince of Wales, his three fons difputed the rightef
fucceffion, and prepared to vindicate their claims by
force of arms. Mapoc, one of the number, weary of
this contention, and not wifhing to contribute to the
depopulation of his country by a civil war, went on
board a thip with a certain namber of his adherents, to
feck a more tranquil fettlement. He {leered due weft,
leaving Ireland to the north, and arrived at length inan
unknown country. It appeared to him fo defirable to
form an eftablifhment in this new region, that he re-

* See Lord Lyitleton's Hift. of the Reign of Henry I Book V. p. 371
Dr.Robertfon’s Hift. of America, Vol. I p. 330,  Hackluyt’s Voyages, Vol.
IL p. 1. Lediard’s Naval Hift. Vol 1. p- 13- Campbell, Vol. L p. 1943
and a vafk number of other authors,

turned
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turned to Wales, and vaunting the exquifite richnefs,
beauty, and fertility of the lands he had feen, reproached
his countrymen for their folly in ]oﬁngitheir livesin a
quarrel for the barren mountains of Wales, while fo
delicious an abode awaited them in another part of the
world. This reprefentation induced many to join him
in an expedition, and he went with ten fhips to take
paffeflion of his new difcovered land.  Thefe adventurers
were never heard of afterwards; but when America was
explored by Columbus, and other nations hecame anxi-
ous to deprive him of the. honour thus acquired, then
fome Welch writers revived the hiftory of this expedi-
tion, and infifted that Madoc was the firft European who
failed to America.

If it may be believed that Madoc aétually'made fucha
voyageasisimputed to him, there will remain many reafoiss
to doubt that America was the place at which he landed.
Tt is to be doubted whether in the twelfth century the
Welch poffeffed thips of a fufficient fize for the accom-
plithment of fuch a vo‘yage, and it appears by no means
certain, that if Madoc had reached to America by acci-
dent, he could ever have found his way back again to
‘Wales, and from thence have returned to America
again. If chriftians had eftablithed themfelves on that
contment, it appears utterly improbable, that in fo fhort
a fpace as three centuriesall traces of that religion, and
every veftige of European manners and cuftoms, fhould
have been utterly loft and eradicated from among their
progeny. ‘

In fupport of their fancied point of national honour,
the Welch with confiderable confidence advanced that
many words ufed in America appeared of Welch deriva-

tion,
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tion, and bore analogouis meanings in both languages.
But fuch an argument, either in coincidence or oppofi-
tion, carries very little weight in the eftablifhment of ani-
hiftorical f2¢t.  The origin of language is fo imperfely
underftood, that nothing in the nature of analyfis can
prove the affinity of one diftant nation. to another in a
nearer degree than their common derivation from one
univerfal parent ftock. The inftancé moft infifted on by
the Welch is fomewhat unfortunate. The word penguin,
whichisthe name of an American bird, is according to them
compounded of two Welch monofyllables fignifying
white-head. A derivative fo perfeét was long admitted
as a ftrong circumftantial proof of the correftnefs of the
Welch hiftorians, but the learned zoologift Mr. Pen-
nant, who accurately defcribes this fowl; has deftroyed
the hypothefis by ftating, that all birds of this genus have
black heads; “fo that we muft refign every hope,”
he adds, ¢¢ of retrieving the Cambrian race in the new
world *,” ;
Some authors have attempted to compromife with the
Welch, by admitting the truth of Madoc’s emigration,
and fuppofing that the ifland of Madeira was the place
difcovered by him. But even of this there is no certainty.
The difcovery of that valuable ifland is by others attri-
buted to an Englifhman named Macuam, who landed
there by accident in the year 1344. Itis faid than Ma-
cham, having gained the affeGtions of a Portuguefe lady,
perfuaded her to elope with him, and went on thipboard
intending to have carried her to Spain. When they
were at fea, a ftorm arofe, which drove the veffel en-
tirely out of the intended courfe, and after encountering

* Phil. Tran, Vol. LVIIL. p- 91, Robertfon’s Hift. of Amerlca, ¥ol. f.
P 333

great
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great dangers, they landed at an unknown ifland, which
wasafterwards called Madeira. The crew, while Macham
and his lady, accampanied by a few of their fervants, were
on fhore, put to fea again, and left them in that defolate
{ituation.

The lady foon dned of ficknefs and fatigue; and Ma~
cham and bis companions having performed her funeral
obfequies, erefted a fmall wooden chapel which they
confecrated to ]efus Chrift, and then made ‘a fort of
canoe of one fingle tree, which they laborioufly hol<
lowed. In this they put to fea again, and gained the
coaft of  Africa, They were taken prifoners by the
Moors, who fent them to the king of Caftile. The
narrative of their voyage becoming generally known,
infpired a great curiofity to improve and afcertain the
difcovery of the new ifland, which was fpeedily effeCted
under the aufpices of Henry king of Portugal. It was
named Madeira from the quantity of wood with which
it then abounded ; and it is alleged that the bay where:
Macham and his friends landed is ftill called after him
Machico.

In this narrative there are feveral improbabilites, and
the account is not adopted by the abbé Raynal, or by
Dr. Robertfon, who give the hiftory of the difcovery of
Madeira, without mentioning the name of Macham. It
would be prefumptuous to aver that a narrative which
does not originate in an Englith author, and thercfore
may be read without fufpicion on the fcore of national
vanity, is utterly untrue; and as this account has been
received by many writers of confiderable difcernment, it
ought not to be fupprefled. It may however be obferved,
that the derivative Machico does not add much to the

prefumptive
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prefumptive evidence, fince there is in the territory of
Spain, in the bay of Bifcay, a promontory called Machi-
caco, from which the Portuguefe were much more
likely to derive the name of 'a bay in their new fettle-
ment.

Among the enterprizes undertaken by Englithmen for
the purpofe of extending by difcovery the limits of know-
ledge, and the {phere of commerce, the labours and voy-
ages of Nicsoras pE Livna hold a confpicuous place.
This learned adventurer was a friar of Oxford; he had
made a great proficiency in aftronomy, and underftand-
ing in a greater degree than his contemporaries the unfe:
of the magnetic needle, he refolved, in the year 1369,
to make a voyage of difcovery to the north.  'When he
hiad proceeded to a confiderable diftance further than any
previous navigator, he left his companions, and went in
fearch of new difcoveries, which he conftantly noted
down, making fketches of the countries he viewed, and
diftinguithing the indrawings of the feas. At his return
he prefented his book to king Edward. It was inti-
tled, Inventio Fortunata, or a difcavery of the northern
parts from the latitude of fifty-four degrees to the pole,

He made five feveral voyages after this, to perfe& his
difcoveries; but fo uncertain is the prefervation of books
before the art of printing was eftablifhed, that from the
circumftance of no trace of his volume being found,
and from fome fabulous accounts which are mixed with
his hiftory, the voyages of Nicholas are alfo become
fubjeét to doubt. But, upon a candid examination, they
feem fufficiently authenticated to claim belief. The
account of them is tranfimitted by John Dee, a great
antiquary and (kilful mathematician; and he obferves,

that
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that from the haven of Lynn in Norfolk, of which de
Linna, as appears by his name, was a native, it was but
a fortnight’s fail ta Iceland. ‘The paflage to Iceland
was well known, and mch ufed by the inhabitants of
the northern part of England. It is not therefo-e fur<
prifing that a man of fcience fhould conceive and exe-
cute the project of puthing his difcoveries further than
ignorant mariners ‘could do, or could even believe, on
any other teftimonies than their own fenfes.

It appears very probable that de Linna’s book, though
perhaps gracioufly received, would not be highly prized
by the king. A voyage to the north promifed neither
pleafure nor profit; no luxurious natives offered an
eafy conqueft; no mines or treafures promifed to in=
demnify a monarch for the expenfes of an'expedition
of difcovery or colonization.  Befides, at the time this
learned friar returned, Edward was grown old. the fire
of enterprize was damped, if not extinguifhed; his
views were entirely dire€ted to other objecs, and a dif=
clofure much more important to his immediate intereft
than that prefented by de Linna would hardly make
a great impreflion.

The improbability of this adventurer’s leaving hns
companions to proceed on his difcoveries without them,
may alfo occafion fome doubts. It is to be conﬁJeredv
that the veffels in which he failed were not fitted out
exprefsly for voyages:of difcovery, but for thc purpofes
of trade, and when the mafters had accomph(hed the
objects of their expedition, the curiofity of an mdn idual,
who could not promife an adequate compenfation, wo.uld-A
not have a fufficient influence to induce them to profe-
cute a voyage to the detriment of their own intereft.

But
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Baot de Linna, animated by the fire of geniug, and the
irrefiftible impulfe of a fuperior mind, could not be de-
terred by fuch obftacles; he purfued his original defign
in fuch conveyances and at fuch periods as the country
enabled him to avail himfelf of, and thinking ouly.of the
end, forgot the difficulties of his progrefs. !

Vanity, flander, ignérance, or fuperftition, produced
the greateft ground of difbelief in the truth of his adven-
tutes, by favouring the aflertion, that he went to the
north pole by the aid of magie, or the-black art,, The.
prevalence of this ftory may have induced fome of de
Linna’s biographers, and particularly Leland and Bale,
to omit all- mention of his voyages, and of his book. called
- Tnventio Fortunata, ‘Fhey were unable to clear the nar<
tative from the weeds of fiGtion, which bad taken fuch
deep toot, and therefore forehore 'to touch-on :the fub»
je@. But the report that Nicholas made his difcoveries;
by means of a commerce with fupernatural .bgents;
proves at Jeaft that the fa¢t of his being a great traveller
was well known and generally accredited.

That fuch a report thould be raifed in an age fo igno-
rant and fuperftitious, affords no room for furprife. The
influence of the ftars on human affairs was fo univerfally
believed that any acquaintance with the motions of the
heavenly bodies was fufficient to induce a fufpicion of
forcery. Maps and charts were net yet in ufe, and 2
confiderable proficiency in geography was unattainable ;
but the ignorance of the age with refpect to the fhape
and defcription of the earth is almoft incredible. The
following inftance affords a proof of its extent and ge-
neral prevalence. Pope Clement VI. having, in 1344,
created Lewis of Spain, p;ince of the Fortynate iflands,

H meaning
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rhieaning the Canaries, then newly difcavered; the Eng-
Lfh embaffador at Rome and his retinue were feized
with an ‘alarm that Lewis had been created king of
England, and aGtually hurried home to convey the im-
portant intelligence.  'When perfons in fuch a high
ftation difplayed-fo remarkable a degree of ignorance, it
might be prefumed that England was deficient in femi-
naries for inftruétion, or that thofe which exifted were
utterly neglected; but, on the contrary, in Oxford alone
there were thirty thoufand fiudents. Their time was
principally devoted to the ftudy of logic and fchool di-
vinity, and therefore their fmall acquaintance with the
more ufeful fciences is not to be wondered at. They
had ‘no’ refpect for attainments which they were never
ftruéted to purfue, and all knowledge which was not
found in the limited circle which occu;iied their atten-
tion was cxploded as degrading, or figmatized as preter-
natural.

JOHN
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JOHN PHILPOT. :

Few obfervations tending to eftablith univerfal pofi~
tions are univerfally true. Horace fays,

Fortes creantur fortibus; et bonis;
¥ & ¥ % nec imbellem feroces
Progenerant Aquile Columbam.

But hiftory frequently difproves this affertion, and in no
inftance more ftrongly than that of Richard IL. king of
England. Richard was the offspring of the illufirious
Black Prince, but was far from being endowed with his
valour, generofity, prudence, or patriotifm. = The con-
traft between them was o great, that in Richard’s mif-
fortunes, his fucceffor, the ufurper Henry 1V. re-
proached him with his father’s example, and his own
degeneracy, and took occafion from thence to revive, or
perhaps invent, a ftory derogatory to the honour of the
mother, who before her marriage was called the fair
maid of Kent. [

Richard II. was born at Bourdeaux, and his father
dying during the life-time of Edward III. that monarch
was obliged, in order to quiet the {olicitude of his fub-
jeds, to declare in parliament that his grandfon was his
lawful fucceflor. Richard was but eleven years old when

H2 his
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his grandfather died; he was neverthelefs univerfally
acknowledged, and his coronation performed with un-
€xampled fplendour.

A fhort time before his death Fdward had recom-
menced hoftilities againft France. The feeble govern-
ment of a regency was peculiarly favourable to the
defires of the cnemy, and the French and Scots com-
miitted great depredations both by land and fea. The
French pillaged the ifte of Wight, and burned Haftings,
Plymouth, Portfmouth, Dartmouth, and Rye. They
alfo made a defcent near Dover, and in all quarters car-
ried off a confiderable booty. In 1378, the: Scots ra-
vaged the eafterit coafls, ander the command of one
Mercer, and plundered and took a great number of
Englith fhips. The regents and their adherents, intent
oit fchemes of perfonal ambition and aggrandizement,
took no meafures to protect the kingdom againft thefe
alts of rapacity, but indolently permitted the enemy to
nfeft the feas, and annoy the coafts without impedi-
ment,’ i

To the honour of the metropolis it is recorded, that the
firft check they received in thiscareer was from John Phil-
pot, a merchant and citizen of London. This patristic
individual fitted out 2 number of frigates at his own ex-
pence, and going oh board his little fleet in perfon, at the
head of a thoufand men, fet fail in purfuit of Mercer.

" He foon had the good fortune to encounter him, and
tn a fpirited engagement defeated his whole fleet, made
him prifonier, and recaptured all the Englith veffels
which had fallen into his hands, befides feveral Fren"‘l
and Spanifh fhips richly laden.

Philpot
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Philpet was rewarded by the judgment of his affociates
in this expedition with fifteen Spanifh veflels and their
cargoes, which amply indemnified him for the expences
of the armament.  The government, who had not fpirit
or vigilance enough to act with vigour in the defence of
the' nation themfelves, felt a mean jealoufy at fecing
their vacant office ufurped by an individual, and on
his return, inftead of being received in triumph, and
erowned with oak, as he had richly deferved, he was
taken up and imprifoned for having levied forces without
a proper authority.

But the contraft between his condaét and that of the
government was too glaring for them to pefmit it to be
made a topic of public inveitigation. They caufed him
to be examined before the privy council. His anfwers
were {o full of {pirit and wifdom, that, inftead of the
punithment with which he had been threatened, he was
difmiffed with thofe thanks which ought to have been
paid him without hefitation. He lived to enjoy the
efteem of all his fellow citizens, who faw him without
envy blefled in the poffeffion of that wealth which he
had acquired, by relinquithing for 2 fhort time the
character of merchant, to affume the higheft which can
be claimed by any man, that of proteftor and avenger
of his fellow citizens. And in thofe days, when com-
binations were formed with impunity for the moft
illegal, unjuft, and oppreflive purpofes, the governors
would have merited a much higher eulogium, if, in-
ftead of affeéting to be very fcrupulous in this inftance,
they had diftinguifhed between the patriotic motives
which led him to 3 momentary tranfgreffion of the law,

Hj and
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and thofe difhonourable compa&@s which fet it at.de-
fiance ; by fo diftinguifhing, they would not have af-
forded encouragement to illegal combinations, but would
have held out the moft inviting encouragement to thofe
of an oppofite tendency. »

SIR
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SIR JOHN ARUNDEL.

Sir JoHN ARUNDEL was ‘the fecond fon of Richard
carl of Arundel, who, in the 13th of Edward I was
conftituted admiral of the weftern feas; he alfo held
under that monarch many high and important eom-
miffions; and, while a fpeGator, was no inglerious con~
tributor to the fplendid battle of Crefly.

The comparative ina&tion of the latter days of Eds
ward III. and the minority of his fucceffor, had a very
unhappy influence on the naval exertions of the country.
A king, difpirited by loffes, enfeebled by aflition, and
in whom enterprize and hope were nearly extinguifhied,
was not calculated to countera& the -ambition or.the
malice of his neighbours; nor did the firft' years: of
Richard II. under the contending views of his uncles,
and the felf-interefled fpirit of his minifters, exhibita
more promifing attention to the public profperity.

At fuch an ra, it was the fate of Sir John Arundel
to be marfhal of England ; in the retinue of Woodftock,
earl of Buckingham, uncle to the king; and retained
1o ferve his {overeign at fea, with 200 men at arins,” and
200 archers. . ¢ ¢

In the latter end of June, 1376, fix days after the
deceafe of Edward II1. the French, after infefting our
thores with fifty fhips, landed at Suffex, and burned the
town of Rye. Encouraged by this {uccefs, and being
under no apprehenfions of oppofition, they landed in the
‘ifle of Wight on the 21ft of Auguft. The event but

H 4 100
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too well anfwered their defigns; for, though Sir John
Arundel exerted every nerve to thwart them, the infe-
riority of his force could only enable him to drive them
from Southampton, which they attempted with great
lofs. Spirited as was the repulfe which they here ex-
perienced, it came too late to fave the ifle of Wight;
which was pillaged, and in part burned. The enemy
ex,;&gd from the inhahitqnt; one thoufand pounds as a
trilmte for not completing the conflagration; nor was
the force under Arundel adequate to the purpofe of pre-
venting the further incurfiops of the foe; they after-
wards burned Haftings, attempted Winchelfea, and ex-
tended their incurfions to Lewes.

A fleet was at length fent out, under command of the
earl of Buckingham. This equipment was deftined t3
intercept the Spanith fleet in their voyage to Sluys:
byt this firt ferious attempt to affert our greateft pride
and ftrength, the fuperiority of the feas, was ren~
dered abortive by ‘contrary winds; Buckingham twice
attempted .to put to fea, and as often returned into
port.  +

About the fame period, the duke of Bretagne was in
England, foliciting aids of Ricbard: and tawards the
clofe of 1379, thefe fuccours being ready, they were put
under the command of Sir John Arundel. The whole
fquadran was moft unfortunately fhipwrecked the
16th of December, fome on the coafts of Ireland, a part
an thofe of Wales, and a third on the fhores of Corn-
wall.  Sir John Arundel was among thofe who pe-
vifhed, ' ;

It is ftated, that before he fet fail, Sir John had plun-
dered the country people, which conduct brought their

., bittereft
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bittereft imprecations on his head ; and although the
feaft of St. Nicholastook place on the 6th, and Sir John
did not perifh till the 16th of the inonth, his death was
attributed to the vindiGive exertions of the faint, who,
it was faid, had now heard and anfwered the merited
curfes of the good. Many fimilar anecdotes might be
recited from the periods now under review ; and, trivial as
they would in all probability be confidered by fome,_‘ yet
are they far from uninterefting. Refle€ting minds will
perhaps be led to contraft the fuperftitions of different
ages, and to obferve the migration of the fame fpmt into
bodies varioufly formed, and modes feemingly oppoﬁte.
Such charaCters may thus guard themfelves againft the
impofition of words ; they will not take appearances

# for realities ; and they cannot but perceive bow remote
the bulk of men are, in all times, from that {ound
and beneficial philofophy which fome ages would ex-
clufively arrogate.

Sir John Arundel was fummoned to parliament the
firfi, fecond, and third years of Richard II. He mar-
ried Eleanor, daughter of John Lord Maltravers, and
fifter to Henry Lord Maltravers, by whom he had one
fon named Jokn, whofe fon became afterwards earl of
Arundel.

RICHARD
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Tue F1TzZALANS were ':in";ncicnt'ﬁmil'y, and be-
came beirs to the eatldorh of Arundel, by marriage,
during the reign of Henry III.  The title continued in
their line, notwithftanding all the attaints and reverfes
of the civil wars, as late as the time of queen Elizabeth.
Richard was the elder brother of Sir John Arundel,
whofe memoirs are already traced.

. Richard eas] of Arundel heaftily coincided in the mea-
fures of the duke of Gloucefter, and was entrufted by
that regent with many diftinguiflicd offices. At the be-
ginning of the minority, he was made admiral of the
king’s fleet to the weltward, and this command was
almoft immediately extended to the force which was’
deftined to act fouthward, in conjunction with the duke
of Lancafter.

The firft naval exploits of Arundel occurred in his
pafiage to Normandy, where he was ordered, in 1378,
to take poffeffion of Cherbourg, a port ceded to the
Englifh by the king of Navarre ; and though thiey had
the misfortune to meet and engage a very fuperior fleet
of Spaniards, this did not prevent him from gaining
Cherbourg, and afterwards burning feveral merchantmen
in St. Malo. He had even lain ficge to the latter place,
and was only prevented from taking it, by his being
obliged to return home, on information that the French

. had availed themfelves of his abfence to ravage the
. Cornith cgafts,
Many
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Many caufes concurred in reducing the kingdom to
that deplorable ftate which emboldened the enemy to
aéts of invafion, when an expedition to the continent
left us conftantly expofed to the incurfions of an enter-
prizing foe. Foreign merchants, whofe goods were
convoyed in foreign bottoms, were encouraged to the
great detriment of the natives. This mode of convey-
ance, it is eafily to be conceived, by leffening the de-
mand of Englith merchant fhips, muft have operated
dire€tly againft our marine: and, if to this we add the
unceafing calls which had been made during the late
reign on this part of the fubje@s’ property for the
fervice of government, we can be at no lofs to account
for that dilemma into which the nation was fo fpeedily
brought by fuch powerful and difaltrous caufes.

In fome meafure to remedy this evil the paliament,
in 1381, paffed what has been juftly denominated
the Firft Navigation A&. This ad&, by ordering that
all Englifh merchants thould freight none but Englith
fhips, on penalty of forfeiting all goods difcovered in
foreign bottoms, was intended to remedy the want of”
fhipping, by rendering the building indifpenfable to
trade. And there is nothing that can place in a ftronger
light our moft unnatural debility of naval power, than
the circumftance that at firft the parliament were ob-
liged to limit the effect of the navigation a&. = Englith
merchants were now permitted to freight foreign bot-
toms where they could not be pravided with Englith
ones. .

The duke of Buckingham having gone over to
Calais with the Englifh grand fleet, in-an attempt upon
* France, fome French and Spanith gallies began to com-
it depredations on our coafts; when, however, they

were
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were attacked, greater part of them taken, four hun-
dred of their men flain, and twenty-one Englith fhips
recovered by the Englith and Irith, after being driven
into Kingfale by a fmail weftern fleet.

Scotland was not all this while unmindful of her
general enmity to England. Robert Stuast, king of
that country, added to the common principles of war,
that mutually haraffed the two nations, fuch 3 prcdllec~
tion for France as almoft indicated a courfe of unvarying
hoftility. He had received from the French fifteen hun-
dred men at arms, to affift him in his incurfions again{t
the Englith. The regeacy wete ferioufly alarmed ;
they levied an army of fixty thoufand men, and the
young king, whofe fortitude in confronting Wat Tyler
and his infurgents had excited univerfal expectations of
future ability, was deftined t6 humble the Scots.

Richard entered Scotland by Berwick, and, deftroying
all in his way, reached Edinburgh, which alfo he re+
duced to afhes: praceeding to Perth and Dundee, he
deftroyed both, and then made his way back; very con=
.trnry to the.advice of his beft officers, who withed him
to intercept the army of French and Scots, which was
returning from their irruption into Cumberland, Weft-
moreland, and Lancathire. The earl of Arundel, who
attended this expedition, difgufted at the king’s con+
du&, immediately afterwards requefted leave to travel,
and to continue in foreign parts as long as himfelf
thould think fit. ~Probably the crifis, which he muft
have difcerned to be near, delayed, and finally threw
afide his defign of quitting the realm.

Diffenfions between the French and Scots enfued upon
this affair. France was diffatisfied with the mode of

Scottith
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Scottith warfare, and, as the {vrciling of fea-ports from
England had ever been a favourite object of all her
wars, Charles VI. refolved to endeavour on his own
footing fomething more conducive to the interefts of his
ftates, than had refulted from his alliance with Scotland.

" To this end, in 1383, he made “extenfive preparations,
which had for their avowed objects the invafion and fub-
jugation of England. Thefe threats were attended to
by the regency, who raifed an army, according to.fome
authors, of three hundred thoufand men; and who fent
out fo powerful a fleet, as to induce Charles, at leait, to
defer the execution of his projets.

This fleet, commanded by the earl of Arundél, cruif-
ing on theweltern coafts of “France, met with-a fleet
of French, Spanith, and Flemifth merchantmen: the
earl captured one hundred fail, laden principally with
wine. Previous to this dawn of naval fuperiority, the
inhabitants of Portfmouth fitting out a fleet, cleared
the féas of fome Gallic veflels, ftationed to interrupt the
trade with Flanders, and a little fquadron was no lefs
fuccefsful in attacking eight Frenchmen with fifteen
hundred tans of wine on board. Thefe fucceffes could
not fail to revive the ancient claims of the nation to the
dominion of the feas: Rabert Belknappe, an eminent
judge, declared, that the fea was as much the king’s as
his crown. A

Happy would it have been for the nation if the
qualities of their king had been fuch as to infure the
continuance of that energy, which feemed at laft to
animate the people.  But Richard II. if not a bad, was a
feeble monarch.  He had his favourites, a weaknefs to-
tally incompatible with any vigorous exertion of tlie

mind.
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mind. Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, a youth of
noble family, and agreeable perfon, but of the ‘moft
diffolute manners, was the firft whom he fo improperly
diftinguifhed.” He created him marquis of Dublin, a
title unknown in England, then duke of Ireland, grant-
ing him the fovereignty of that country for life: he
next married him to his coufin-german; and carrying
his predilection beyond all reftraints, penmitted him to
repudiate that lady, though of a mott excellent and wnim-
peachablecharader, and to marry a Bohemian with whom
he became enamoured. All favours paffed through his
hands : he was the fole medium of accefs to the mo-
narch ; the centre of all hopes, and the difpenfer-of all
dignities. ; ;
Gloucefter, alwaysanxious for his own fafety, -began
to fear the confequences of this attachment. Of his
own want .of favour he could not doubt, for he had in
too many inftances thwarted the inclinations of his
nephew, to overlook the probable effects of fe Vere’s
afcendancy, He therefore was the firft to found' the
nables on the fubject of the favourite, and fortunately
perceived that he was not without companions in dif-
guft; but that feveral illuftrious perfonages, among
whom was the earl of Arundel, would moft readily
affift in hurling the young minion from his eminence.
Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, lord chancellor,
and one of the duke of Ireland’s prime friends, was the
firft deftined 1o feel the refentment of thefe powerful
nobles.
y Though the king, forefecing thefe meafures, had
drawn to Eltham, the commons foon obliged him to re-
tuyn, and to countenance the proceedings againft Suffolk.
They
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"They refafed to raife fupplies for the defence of the ftate
againft a threatened invafion from France, unlefs the
king returnedto their deliberations; and one member
even went fo far as to call for the record of the partia~
mentary depofitien’ of Edward I1. thereby plainly inti-
mating what Richard might expe&, fhould he. venture
any longer to oppofe the diGtates of the confederacy.

De 1a Pole’s difmiffion did not accomplith the views
of the nobles. From the chiancellor to the crown it
w_as'au eafy tranfition, and Richard foon found himfelf
fettered by one of thofe bodies called commiflions, which
ever fince Richard I. had repeatedly aimed at reducing
the king to a cypher. The commiflion confifted of
fourteen perfons, all in Gloucefter’s intereft, to whom,
for a twelvemonth, the whole of the royal prerogatives
were cffc&ually configned, though Rxchard had now
attained the twentieth year of his age.

The duke of Ireland is accufed of traducing the con-
du& of the earl of Arundel, and it has been faid, that
the favourites ¢ growing more infolent, and.the
king being totally guided by them, they confpired the
death of divers great perfons, of which this earl was
onc*,”  This account favours ftrongly of party; the
whole evidence of hiftory moft undeniably fhews that
violence originated with the regency; that Richard,
though certainly culpable in adopting fuch a mode of
defence, was driven into the protefiion of -a favourite
through the tyranny and ufurpations of his uncle, Glou-
cefter, who had no other purpofe in view than that of
keeping the king in perpetual minority, and retaining

| e Se Dugdale’s Baronage, arte Earl of Arundcl, and the author tics thers
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the government in hisown hands:  Richard ¢could nei-
ther be ignorant of this intent, nor was it to be expe@ed,
confidering the natural warmth of his temper, together
with the extreme difficulty of his fituation, that he
thould diffemble his knowledge of circumftances fo
alarming. By the advice of his few friends, the judges
were privately convetied to decide on the legality of the
commiffion : they uniformly declared it 4 manifeft in-
fringement of the kingly office, contradiftory to the
fpirit of the Englith conftitition, and fubverfive of all.
regular and effective government ; and they figned this
their opinion in prefence of the archbifhops of Yotk and
Dublin, the bithops of Durbam, Chichefter, and Ban-
gor, Vere duke of Ireland, Dec la Pole earl of Suffolk,
and two counfellors of inferior quality.

This tranfa&tion found inftant vent; it completcly
alarmed the Gloucefter intereft; and thcir terror in-
creafed with the meafures enfuing on the decifion.
Richard difpatched the ¢arl of Northumbeiland to Rie<
gate, where Arundel then refided, with orders to ar-
reft him: and Arundel owed his fafety to that force
which he had the precaution to colle€t. Report ftates,
that fecond meflengers were fent off, with orders to
murder this obnoxious earl. Difimulation becoming
no longer neceflary or pradticable, each fide dropped the
mafk. The peers in confederacy met at Haringay Park,
near Highgate, accompanied by an army which Richard
and his friends dared not encounter. Demanding the
difmiffal of his prefent advifers, they, in a few. days
after, repaired into the king’s prefence, accufing, by
name, the archbifhop of .York, the duke of Ireland,
the earl of Suffolk, fir Robert Trefillian, and fir Ni-

e gl cholas
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cholas Brembre.  They threw down their gauntlets be-
fore the king, and offered to maintain the truth of their
charge by duel.  The parties accufed had either with-
drawn or concealed themfelves.

The duke of Ireland, who had fled to Cheﬂnre, le-
vying fome troops, advanced to relieve the king; but
Gloucefter encountered him in Oxfordfhiré, with much
fuperior force, routed him, difperfed his followers, and
obliged him to fly into the Low Countries, where he
died in a flate of exile a few years after. Fivel great
peers, men whofe combined power was able at any time
to thake the throue, the duke of Gloucefter, the king’s
uncle; the earl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lancaﬁer;
the earl of Arundel; the earl of Warwick ; and the
ear] of Nottingham, marefchal of England, entered be-
fore the parliament an accufation on appeal, as it was
called, againft the five counfellors whom they had al-
ready accufed before the king.

Moft of the counfellors thus inculpated, not nttend-
ing their citations to appear before the houfe of peers,
were, after a very fhort interval, without inveftigating
a charge, or examining a witnefs, declared .guilty of
high treafon. Sir Nicholas Brembre having gone
through the farce of a trial, was condemned, and exe-
cuted with {ir Robert Trefilian, who, being appre-
hended during the examining of fir Nicholas, was hur-
ried to the fame fcaffold without a hearing. Nor did
the judges efcape ; they were, for their opinion on the
commiffion, at firlt fentenced to death, which was,
however, mitigated into banifhment,” and they were
thipped to Ireland. And fir Simon Burley, who had
been tutor te Richard, and who was generally beloved

: 1 and
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and refpected, foon experienced his part in the tragedy.
He was condemned to die. Neither the prayers and
entreaties of the queen, who was fo univerfally efteemed
as to be entitled the good queen Ann, and who re-
mained three houss on her knees befeeching the inexo-
rable Gloucefter to fave Burley; nor the tendernefs
with which Richard was known to regard him, a ten-
dernefs arifing purely in motives of gratitude and friend-
thip, could avert his doom. Amidft thefe changes,
Arundel was appointed, by the parliament, governor of
Breft in Britanny, and the king’s lieutenant in thofe
parts; and alfo, being admiral, captain-general of his
fleet at fea: he was at the fame time appointed to treat
of peace with the duke of Britanny.

On his return from fulfilling the laft appomtment,
1387, he took, burnt, and funk, about eighty French
freighted fhips. He afterwards plundered the ifles of
Rhé and Oleron, and then returned to England. A
truce for three years, between the two crowns, fol-
lowed this event.

The king foon refolved to emancipate himfelf from
the power of Gloucefter, and exccuted his projeét with
unexpected promptitude and vigour. In lefs than twelve
months after his entire fubmiffion to the coalef{ced peers,
he declared himfelf, being twenty-three years of age,
fit to affume the reins of government, and determined
to a& for himfelf; difplaced thofe who had princi-
pally oppofed him, and removed even Gloucefter from
the council table,

Arundel was previoufly deprived of his admiralthip.
It is fuppofed that fome diffenfions which happened
among the confederates produced this extraordinary

4 change.
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change.  The earl, immediately on his retarn ‘from ‘his
Taft faccefsful cruife, being again difcontented, obtained
Ticence to travel with twenty perfons of his retinue, and
to e ‘abfent as long as he thould think fit. This fatt
{upports the comjelture of a difunion in the party.
Arundel’s friends and colleagties were all in power when
he came home from his laft expedition into France;
the very men who loaded him with horours before he
failed : and furely fome unufual difference muft fubfift
at the time of his return, to caufe that degree of difcon-
tent which induced him to abandon the realm.

This period is diftinguifhed by the return of the duke
of Lancafter, one of the king’s uncles, from Spain, to
which country he had repuired in 386 to profecute his
claims to the crown of Caftile. ~His nephew, fupported
by the parliament, had very liberally granted to Lan-
cafter the means of afferting this right, in which alfo he
was conntenanced by the Portuguefe. Twenty thoufand
men, of whom two thoufand were men at arms, and
eight thoufand archers, with a fuitable fleet, enabled
him to take feveral places in Gallicia, and, finally, to
mafter Compoftella. But the whole expedition had no
other effet than that of inviting the danger of a French
invafion by the abfence of fuch great forces from Eng-
land; fortunately the elements were not in alliance with
the enemy. Twelve hundred and eighty-feven of his
thips, charged with fixty thoufand fighting men, were
fo difmembered by a florm which they encountered
October 31, 1386, a5 to’ become utterly incapable of
their deftined tafk : numbers foundered at fea, others on
the Englith coafts; fome were captured by the the go-

12 vernor
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vernor of Calais; and thofe which efcaped into their
own ports were in too difmal a plight again to venture
on the ocean. A very uncommon machine is ftated to
have been on board the fleet ; it was made of timber,
and in joints; it was three thoufand paces in length,
twenty feet high, and had at the end of every twelve
feet a turret ten feet higher, large enough to contain
ten men. The contrivance of this infirument (its in-
tent is not eafily afcertainable) is attributed to an out-
lawed Englifhman.

Thofe civil commotions which had fo often clonded
the profpects of the king were but partially fubfided.
His own condu& too effeCtually ferved the wifhes of
his opponents; and the reftlels Gloucefter foon found
a very popular theme, on which, once more, he en-
deavoured to regain that afcendancy of which events
had fo unexpetedly deprived him.

In 1396 the courts of France and England agreed to
terminate 4 conteft which had proved unfortunate to
both fides. Breft was reftored to the duke of Britanny,
~Cherbourg to the king of Navarre ; cach party was left
in poffeffion of fuch places as he held at the time of
concluding this agreement; and to render the whole
binding, Richard, who had become a widower, was
betrothed to Ifabella, daughter of Charles. The prin=
cefs was only feven years of age, but the political rea-
fons were fufficient to counterbalance this difparity of
years.

The odium excited by this truce with the French,
for a truce it was called, according to the ufage of thefe
times, though intended to laft twenty-five years, was

: inftan-
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nftantaneous and general. Of this, as well as the cir-
cumftance of Richard’s attachment to two new fa-
vourites, the earls of Kent and Huntingdo‘n, Gloucefter
did not fail to profit. He boldly arraigned the truce
with France, afcribing it to the inglorious inativity of
the prefent reign, and went the length of debating the
lawfulnefs of throwing off all allegiance from a king
who had fo bafely agreed with the ancient and inveterate
enemy of his country. His effrontery procured him
what he wifhed—the applaufe and fupport of the people.
It was not to be concealed, it was faid, that the duke
was the only man calculated to reftore the fplendour of
ancient fuccefs, and to humble, inftead of pacifying, the
French.

Richard took the alarm which thefe whifpers, and his
uncle’s condud, very naturally infpired: and, as the
truce lately concluded with France was the great theme
of Gloucefter’s inflammatory fpeeches, that court foon
advifed fuch meafures on the part of Richard as were
perfetly agreeable to his own feelings on the fubjeét.
An order being iffued for the arreft of Gloucefter, he
was feized, put on board'a fhip, and conveyed to the
caltle at Calais under cuftody of the governor of that
place, where, as it appeared on examination in the next
reign, he was fhortly after fuffocated with pillows by
his keepers.  So high and fo popular'a prince could not
have been tried without endangering the peace of the
realm; and the king was unwilling to rifk a meafure fo
pregnant with mifchief.

Whatever contentions had recently difunited the par-
tizans of Gloucefter, they were now to be combined in

g adverﬁty.
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adverfity. The feizure of the earls Warwick and: Arun~
del took place almott at the fame time with the arreft of
their leader. Arundel, it appears, forefaw-the fiorm,
and withed to fhelter himfelf from its vengeance by re~
tirement : he procured a difpenfation from attending all
public bufinefs, and was employed in the care and imx-
pravement of his owii patrimony, when fecured by the
king’s meflengers.  The eart of Arundek was enticed
into euftody, or, fuch-was his power ar this time, that
he could have faved himfelf, and refcued his friends.

Woarwick and Arundel' were foon tried, and convited
of high treafon. Warwick, on account of his fub-
miflive deportment, was only banifhed to the lffe of
Man for life; but Arundel, though he pleaded the
king’s pardon, both general and particular, was fentenced
to be beheaded, on the fcore of his former appearance in
arms at Haringay Park,  This fentence was executed in
Cheapfide ;. Thomas, Mowbray, earl marfhal, who had
married Arundel’y daughter, binding his eyes; and the
ear} of Kent, his. own: nephew, guard;ing him: during
the ceremony ! Thefe circumftances. greatly: affeGed
him: he told thefe relatives, ¢ It had been much more
fit that they fhould have abfented themfelves; for the
time will come,”’ he continued, ¢ when as many: ﬁ!nll
wonder at your misfortuncs as they now dp at'mine.’
The king was Prefcn{. at the execution,

His body was intcrred at the  Friats Augufting in
London, and his lands were beftowed on T homas Mow-~
bray and the earl of Kent; the former of whom the
king_advanced to the dukedom of Norfolk, and the
Jatter to be duke of Surrey. By Elizabeth, danghter of

William
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William de Bohun, earl of Northampton, he left three

fons, Thomas, Richard, and William ; and four daugh-

ters, Elizabeth, who had four hufbands; Joan, Mar-

garet, and Alice, who had each one hufband. His

elder fon, Thomas, was reftored to blood by the revo- .
lution that ended Richard’s reign and life. Andin the

firft year of Henry IV. the judgment againft Richard

carl of Arundel was reverfed.

[ 4 SIR
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SIR THOMAS _PERCY,
' AFTERWARDS

EARL OF WORCESTER.

(3

THE honours accruing from a long and illuftrious
line of anceftors are undoubtedly due to the family of
e Percy. From Mainfred de Percy, who at a very
early period went from Denmark into Normandy, to
Geflrey, whofe two fons, William and Serlo, in the
fourth generation from Mainfred, accompanied the con-
queror in his defcent upon this ifland, the houfe of
Northumberland may be clearly and lineally traced.
Of the Percys thus attending the Norman, William,
furnamed Algernon, was the beft efteemed, and the
moft rewarded by his mafter. He continued alfo in
favour with William Rufus, in whofe reign Algernon
founded an abbey of Benedictines at Whitby, to which
abbey, dying in the Holy Land, he was finally brought
for interment, William, the fifth from Algernon, fig-
nalized himfelf in continual and ebftinate engagements
with the Scots, during the reign of Stephen; and with
him the male line of de Percy became extin&. His
four fons dying in his life-time without iffue, the family
tnheritance was diftributed between Maud and Agnes,
his daughters. Agnes married Jofceline de Lovahne,
on the exprefs condition that he fhould affume the name
and
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and arms of de Percy. Maud, her fifter, died foon after
Richard, the elder fon of Jofceline and Agnes, came to-
the patrimonial pofleffions; and thus all the eftates of
de Percy were once more united in the regular order of
fucceflion.

In thofe difputes which agitated the realm during the
reign of King John, Richard took fo confpicuous a part,
efpecially in obtaining Magna Charta from the king,
that he was among the number excommunicated by the
pope, for what his holinefs ftyled Taction and fedition.
Succeeding heirs of the de Percys obtain the peculiar
potice of hiftory*. Henry de Percy, in the reign of
Edward I. bore an arduous fhare in the Scottith wars.
Henry, his fon and fucceffor, reforted to the queen
Ifabel, on her landing to reform the court of Edward II.
and was by her entrufted with many effeGtive fituations:
he was in the great fea-fight off Sluys, in the reign of
Edward I11.; foon after he defeated the Scots, and made
David, their king, his prifoner ; and he was held ia very
high eftimation during the whole of his life. His elder
fon, who alfo was a Henry, fhared the glory of the
memarable battle of Crefly; and is diftinguifhed as the
father of Sir Thomas Percy, the fubject of the prefent
biography.

% The following is an amufing inftance of the ftrange tenures by which
eftates were held i the feudal times. Heary de Percy, a defcendant of the
family, married Ifabel, fificr of Peter de Brus, of Skelton. The marriage
portion was the manor of Leckenfield, pear Beverley in Yorkthire; and the
fenure by which this cftate was to be held ran thus—¢¢ He, or his heirs, were
to repair to Skelton caftle every Chriftmas-day, to lead the lady of that caftle
from her chamber to the chappel, at mafs, ‘and thence to her chamber agaid ;
aad, after dining with her, to depart.”.

Sir
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Sir Thomas, heing a younger fon, had only the manor
of Foxton left him by his father as a fupport ; his bros
ther, Henry, inheriting the principal property. Sir
Themas was uncle to the celebrated Hotfpur, whofc
father, Henry, juft named, was created earl of Nor«
thumberland by Richard I1. at his coronation.

Family connexions fo extenfive and fo important as
thofe which the Percys were from time to time enabled
to form and eftablith, entitled thetn to great eftimation.
Their private alliance was eagetly fought by the higher
ranks of fociety, and their public intereft was almoft as
afliduoufly cultivated by the king. Sir Thomas Percy
enjoyed no common fhare of the confidence of the three
fovereigns under whom he flourifhed. Edward IIL
granted him a life annuity of one hundred marks, in
eonfideration of fervices for which he confidered himfelf
perfonally indebted to his exertions; and a fimilar grant
was at the fame time made out on account of the Black
Prince, who did not conceive himfelf lefs obliged than
his father to the merits of Sir Thomas Percy.

He affifted at the coronation of Richard II. 4and in
1377, the year following this ceremony, was created
Admiral of the North Seas.

His firft naval fervice was effeéted in 1370. Affo-
ciated with Sir Hugh Calvely, he was appointed to con-
voy home the duke of Britanny, who had been folicit~
ing aids of Richard. In performing the firft object of
this convoy, Percy fell in with feven fhips laden with
wine, and one man of war, all which he fent fafely into
Briftol, and fpeedily accomplithed the .purpofe of his
voyage. Sir Thomas was al{fo on board the fleet fent
fhortly after to fuppor( the duke of Britanny. The

: fate
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fate of this fleet is detailed in the memoirs of ‘the earl
of Arundel: but there are circumitances attending that
event which belong exclufively to the prefent fubject.
Separated from the other members of the fleet,. and
nearly thipwrecked, he was affailed by a Spanifh cruifer:
this veffel, after an obftinate contefl of three hours, was
boarded by the Englith, and brought fafe to land.
Percy fold his prize for one hundred pounds, and putting
again to fea, reached Calais; of which place he and Sic
Hugh Calvely were governors.

In 1380, being appointed to command the fleet
deftined againft France, he failed to Calais, 19th July,
with a large army under the duke of Buckinghsm.
This army was: to have taken its route through France
into Bretagne, to co-operate with the duke of Britanny.
“Fhey experienced but a faint degree of oppofition, com-
mitted many depredations: in their courfe, and had not
the duke of Britanny thought fit to eonclude a truce
with the court of France while the Englith were haften-
ing to his fupport, this expedition might have been
crowned with a fuccefs fomewhat adequate to the ex-
peétations it had raifed at home.

Breft having been delivered into the h:mds of Richard,
as a fecurity for remunerating his endeavours in the -
caufe of the duke of Britanny, Sir Thomas was in 1381
made governor of that caltle and port. In 1383 he was
again conflituted adiniral, from the Thames northwards,
‘and continued, with a very liberal appointment, in his
governarent of Breft. And when, in the fame year,

= preparations were completed for the fervice of Lancafter
in his war with Spain, Sir Thomas was made admiral
of the fleet appointed to conduét the duke and his forces.
On
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On his return from this expedition he was conftituted
juftice of South Wales, and in this {ituation obtained
of the king grants of land .to a confiderable amount.
He continually received from the king frefh proofs of
munificence and regard. In 1391 he was Steward of
the Houfehold; and both in this year and in 1393 he
was fentambaffador to ¥rance, on occafions of the higheft
moment: and, in further reward of his fervices, on the
feaft of St. Michael 1366, he was created carl of Wor-
cefter.

The earl was retained to ferve the king in Ireland,
with 40 men at arms and 100 archers; made admiral of
the fleet of that realm ; and was at the fame time releafed
from all debts, accompts, and arreariges of accompts,
rents and arrearages of rents, with which he ftood
‘charged. Conttijuted Admiral, with powers never granted
to preceding commanders, Vice-Chamberlain, Steward
of the Royal Houfehold, holding many other confpi-
cuous trufts, and by the king confulted on every emer-
gency, the earl of Worcefter at length ftood on a par
with his brother of Northumberland.

"The periods of Englifh hiftory now brought to view,
are melancholy in the extreme. Accuftomed to the
ingftimable bleflings of fixed laws and a regular mo-
narchy, we are precluded from experiencing the dif-
ferent forms which civil fociety undergoes in its procefs
towards refinement and ftability; and the miferies that
chara&terized the early ftages of our government. It
‘was the deftiny of Richard II. to live in one of thefe
- periods, and to feel its accumulated evils: to terminate~
in darknefs and famine, at the age of thirty-four, an
cxiftence commenced under - the bondage of his uncle,

and
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and which had been uniformly marked by continued
oppofition.

The difcontents excited in England by the truce with
France, fpecdily extended to Ireland. = Richard had
often made expeditions into this country, where the
hope of profiting by the king’s unpopplarity now tempt-
ed the malcontents of Dublin to renew their infurrec-
tions with more than ordinary boldnefs. - Roger Mor-
timer, earl of March, prefumptive heir to the crown,
for Richard had no children, became, unfortunately,
the firft vi&tim of the infurreGtion. The king had
given March the fupreme flation in Ireland, dreading
the cabals that might arife from fo near a relative in
England, fo that the medium whereby he fought fecurity
proved the caufe of his deftrution. Had March lived
in England it would have been his hxgheﬂ: intereft to
prote&t his anguft kinfman from the deﬁpns of his ene-
mies, and to have fruftrated, inftead of affifting, their
intrigues. Toavenge his death, Richard colletted a good
body of troops, and two hundred fhips, and landed at
‘Waterford in the fpring of 1399, purpofing to inflict on
the rebels a punifhment fuited to their crimes.  Wor-
. cefter, as admiral of the fleet for Ireland, attended im the
prefent expedition.

Soon after his landing the king received intelligence
that ‘the young duke of Lancafter was arrived in-Eng-
land, accompanied by the earl of Arundel, and a retinue
of fixty petfons, to affert his claims to the eftates of his
father the great John of Gaunt, which had been feized
by the king.

Richard haftened from Ireland, and landed at Milford-
Haven, with 60,000 men, but learning that the easls of

Northumberland
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Northumberland and Wethinoreland, two of his moft
potent nobles, had joined Lancafter, that the people
were inclined to rebel, and finding his own .army
continually deferting, till from fixty it had diminithed to
fix thoufand men, he refigned alt thoughts of maintaining
the crown, and fled to the Hle of Anglefea. From
thence he determined to proceed to France or Treland,
and await better fortune. But he was lured from his
retreat by Northumberland, who, inftruéted by Lan-
cafter, made fuch profeffions as induced Richard to yield
himfelf to his enemies.  The delufion was inftantly dif-
pelled; Richard was lodged in the tower of London,
whence he was afterwards removed to Pomfret caftle.

Amidft this preffure of misfortune a trait of great
magnanimity is recorded of Richard. . Perceiving the ill
tarn of his own affairs, he difmiffed the earl of Wor-
cefter from following him, conjaring him to ¢ referve
himfelf for better times.”

At his firft landing, Lancafter difclaimed any defign
beyond the mere reparation of his own perfonal wrongs.
Bat if his views were at firft loyal and innocent, fuccefs
foon determined him to retain every poffible advantage
refulting from his popularity. A parliament devoted to
his purpofes found no difficulty in framing a fet of
accufations againft their late mafter. When thefe ar-
ticles were read to the. houfe, there appeared but one
illuftrious diffentient; the bithop of Carlifle was hardy
enough to affert the caufe of a degraded monarch. - The
houfe, on Carlifle’s expulfion, who was arrefted by order
of Lancafter, and carried to the abbey of St. Albans,
wnanimoufly voted the depofitiott of Richard,: for mea-
fures, molt of them, which they had either counfelled

or

-
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or ratified. = The throne being thus vacated, Lancafter
affumed the vacant diadem the 28th of September 1399,
and the ceremony of his coronation was performed the
13th of O&ober.

A few days fubfequent to the coronation of Hen-
ry IV. the duke of Northumberland made a motion in
parliament relative to their treatment of the depofed
fovereign, and it was immediately ordered that he thould
be imprifoned under a fecure guard, in fome fecret place,
and deprived of all intercourfe with any of his friends
or partizans. It was eafy to forefee the cataftrophe to
which fuch a fentence inevitably led; and therefore,
when Richard was removed to Pomfret caftle, and died
there on the 14th of February, in the next year, the
molt ignorant might judge by what means his days
were terminated at the early age of thirty-four.

"The premature death and cruel treatment of Richard
gave birth to feclings, which, though they did not be-
nefit him while living, had an effe€t favourable to his
chara®er. When Northumberland afterwards threw-
off his allegiance to Henry, at the infligations of the
earl of Worcefter, he gave out that Richard was yet
alive, and with them, and that in his name they took
up arms; which fititious pretences did really flagger
many, for a great part of the common people ftood cor+
dially affeCted to Richard, efpecially thofe who knew
him, and had obtained gifts and fees at his hands.

As it would have been netther fafe nor honourable
for Henry to have.entirely overlooked thofe 'who had
elevated him to thie regal eminence, the earl of Wor-
cefter was in 1401 conflituted the king’s lieutenant for
north and fouth Wales.  Shortly after, fome {ymptoms

of
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- of hoftility being evinced by France with a defign on
the Englith in Guicnne, the earl was fent over with
fuch force as induced the French to defit from their
proje&ts; and Worcefter was created governor of the
province.

Notwithftanding the many reciprocal obligations
fubfifting between Henry and the Percys, for he had
appointed Northumberland his conftable for life, and
conferred various favours on other branches of the
family, no cordiality did in fac fubfit. The fubje&
thought his fervices infufficiently recompenfed, and the
fovereign was equally anxious that no great addition
fhould be made to that power which had already depofed
one—monarch and raifed another to the fupreme dig~
nity.  In an engagement with the Scots, in ‘1402,
wherein. that people were utterly routed, their great
earl Douglas, Mordac, eard of Fife, nephew to the -
Scottifh king, and many of their firlt nobles, were made
prifoners by Northumberland, and the famous Hotfpur,
hisfon; thefe Henry defired him to retain, as the means
of an advantageous treaty with Scotland: but North-
umberland  infifted upon his right to their ranfom,
according to the ufages of war. In his refentment he
fet Douglas at liberty, and even entered into alliance
with him againft the king, and they contrived to en-
gage in the fame interefts Glendower the Welfh chief-
tain.  But Northumberland being taken ill at the head
of his army, was obliged to delegate the command
to Hotfpur.

The earl of Worcefter, who was the prime inttigator
of thefe meafures, quitting * the king’s houfehold, foorr

joined
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joined his celebrated nephew ; and the whole force pro-
ceeded towards Shrewfbury. This movement was
defigned to effect a junction with Glendower ; in which,
however, they failed through the celerity of Henry’s
operations, who had the fortune to come up with them
near Shrewfbury, before their union with Glendower
had taken place. The Percys had about twelve thou-
fand men, chiefly raifed in Scotland, under the badge
of Richard, whom, as before related, they now re-
ported to be alive: the army of the king was nearly
equal in numbers. Hearing of the near approach of
the royal troops, Hotfpur prepared for vigorous aQion.

< A manifefto was fent to the king, charging him
with the perjury by which he had gained the throne;
with his having dethroned, and then murdered, kihg
Richard; and with his continued ufurpation of the title
belonging to the houfe of Mortimer ; with fundry griev-
ances exercifed towards the people, over whom he thus
ufurpingly reigned; and finally, with packing a parlia-
ment, the circumftance which himfelf had enumerated
as a peculiar blot in the character of Richard 11.”

This manifelto was not calculated to allay the ani-
mofities of the combatants ; neverthelefs, Henry, the
evening previous to the battle, which took place on July
21, 1403, deputed the abbot of Shrewfbury, and the
clerk of the privy feal, with overtures of a more pacific
nature. Hotfpur, moved by this procedure, fent the
earl of Worcefter to reprefent their defires to the king,
and treat for a redrefs of grievances. Henry very cor-
dially affented to the juftice of many of the earl’s re-
quefts; he even acceded to fome propofals hardly to be
expected from a monarch fo tenacious of his throne and

K dignity ;
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dignity ; but all to no effe@®. Worcefter was hoftile to
every plan of reconciliation, and, on his return to camp,
fo mifreprefented what had pafled between himfelf and
the king, and thereby fo effeGtually exafperated the im-
petuous and confident fpirit of Hotfpur, that the fword
only was from that hour mentioned as the arbiter of
their fatal quarrel.  The enfuing narrative of the battle
«is given in the words of -an ancient author.

¢ This battle, which began on the eve of St. Mary
Magdalen, 1403, was fought with extraordinary courage
on both fides; infomuch as, great flaughter enfuing,
many of the royalifts forfook the field, fuppoﬁng the
‘king had been flain.

¢« In which heat Hot{pur himfelf; and the earl Dou-
glas, whofe valour was beyond expreffion, bent all their
aim at the perfon of the king, with their fwords and
Jances, furioufly making towards him; which being
difcerned by the carl of Dunbar, he withdrew him (the
king) from his ftation, whereby his life was then faved ;
for they flew his ftandard-bearer, and thofc who were
with it, and miffing of him (the king}, moft defperately
charged into the midft of their enemies ; whereupon Hot-
fpur fuddenly fell, though by what hand is not known:
whofe death immediately occafioned an utter route of
his whole party, in which the ear] Donglas was takep,. fo
likewife the earl of Worcefter, the unhappy inftrument
of all this mifchief.” :

‘¢ Henry.the king,” fays another writer, ¢ ex;')ofcd his
perfon in the thickeft of the fight: his gallant fon,
whofe military achievements were afterwards fo re-
nowned, and who here performed his noviciate in arms,
fignalized hlmfclf on his father’s footfteps, and even a

‘wound
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wound which he received in the face with an arrow
could not oblige him to quit the field. There are faid
to have fallen that day, on both fides, near two thoufand
three hundred gentlemen : but the perfons of greateft
diftinGtion were on the king’s. © About fix thoufand pri-
vate men perithed, of whom two thirds were of Percy’s
army.” %

The earl of Worcefter was not long permitted to fur-
vive the carnage of this dreadful day. He was beheaded
at Shrewfbury;gand his eftates in the courfe of a few
years were granted to the earl of Northumberland.

Neither did the prefent earl of Northumberland, whofe

hiftory has been fo intimately interwoven with the life
of the earl of Worcefter, his brother, ever recover thefe
reverfes in the fortunes of his houfe. Though he was
abfolved from all participation of his fon’s rebellion, on
joining Henry, after the affair at Shrewfbury, he never
could obliterate from his heart the remembrance of Hot-
fpur, nor conceal that pain which the confequent exe-
cution -of his brother had indelibly infli®ed on his .
mind. He joined afterwards in the infurreion of the
earls of Nottingham and Weftmoreland; but efcaping
their doom by a flight into Scotland, in 1404, he again
fallied forth from his retirement, and entered the north
inarms. Being attacked at Bramham by Sir Thomas
Rokefby, fheriff of Yorkihire, the earl with lord Bar-
dolph was flain, and his few followers utterly broken.

= Kz EDMUND
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EDMUND DE HOLLAND,
EARL OF KENT.

Few families have rifen more inflantancoufly from
obfcure and contrafted circumftances into opulence and
‘fame, than that of Edinund earl of Kent. To anti-
quity they had an undoubted ¢laim : they were ancient
in the reign of John, and then well known in Lanca-
fhire ; but they were not poffefled of riches till the days
of Edward I.  From that peried they rapidly afcended
in the regions of fortune and honour. In the time of
‘Edward IIT. Thomas de Holland fignalized himfelf in
every war; he was admitted to the order of the gartér
at its inflitution, in confideration of his extraordinary
valour. He married Joan *, the daughter of Edmund,
and fifter of John earl of Kent, and in her nght claimed,
and obtained, the earldom, which defcended to his heirs.
- Edmund earl of Kent was grandfon of Thomas de
Holland, and fucceeded to the title and eftate while yet
a minor; his elder brothcr, named Thomas, having *
been beheaded by the peoplc of Cirencefter while en-
deavouring to excite them to rebellion againft Henry 1V.

Many infults were expericnced in the commence-

L Before her union with Thomas de Holland, Joan had been divorced from
the carl of ﬁalx[bury 5 and the year following the earl of Kent’s deccafe, for
lhc outlived "him feveral years, fhe became the wife of Edward the black,
wrince; who left her princefs dowager of Wales.

- ; ment s
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ment of the reign of Henry 1V. at the hands of our old
enemies, the French, before they felt that return which
their condu&t had long provoked. Even while the
court was yet occupied with rejoicings on the king’s
fecond marriage with Joanna of Navarre, widow of the
duke of Britanny, they effe€ted a defcent on the Ifle of
Wight, under the earl of St. Pol. Here, though their
numbers enabled them to achieve fome temporary de-
predations, they met with fuch refiftance from the inha-
bitants, as obliged them to feck proteGion in their
fhips.

This did not difcourage them from another attempt.
Aware of the internal difcords of England, and rightly
concluding that the monarch could not pay due atten-
tion to their irruptions while employed in quelling the
infurretion of the Percys, a few months fubfequent to
their attack on the Ifle of Wight, they landed at Ply-
mouth, and burned that town. Henry became juftly
alarmed ; and as he could not equip a force adequate to
a regular oppofition of the enemy, and withed not to
offend the regency of Bretagne, from whom the laft
attack had proceeded, he gave fecret orders to the inha-
bitants of Plymouth to fend out a fquadron, as of them~
{elves, under the command of William de Wilford, then
admiral of the narrow feas. De Wilford, failing to the
coafts of Britanny, took forty fail laden with iron, oil,
foap, and wine, and burnt to the fame amount in their
harbours ; landing at Penmarch, he deftroyed that place,
and aftervards ravaged the whole coaft of Britanny,

This fuccefsful expedition had not the defired effe&.
De Caftel, admiral of the Flemith and French fleets,
in the midf} of de Wilford’s fuccefs, vifited the 1fe of

X3 Wight ;
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‘Wight ; but finding that a landing was impra&icable,
he fteered for Devonthire. . More fortunate in this at-
tempt, he attacked Dartimouth, and feemed awhile at-
tended with profperity ; but the militia having affem-
bled' from all parts in’great firength, de Catel was
taken, four hundred of his men were flain, and two
hundred made prifoners. His fquadron, to revenge this
difgrace, ftill continued to infeft the coafts; and in this
fitaation having captured fome Englith veffels, they
barbaroufly hung every feaman found on board.

Edmund earl of Kent was immediately difpatched to
chaftife the Flemings, even while the refult of their
Dartmouth expedition remained as yet undecided. En-
tering the port of Sluys, he took, after a gallant refift-
ance, three Genoefe merchantmen of anunufual fize,
who were lying at anchor in the harbour.  Continuing
his courfe along the Norman coafts, he looked into all
their ports, and effeCting continual landings, burned no
lefs than fix and thirty towns, and at length returned,
with an immenfe booty, to Rye

This exploit, which he performedin 1403, had a very
favourable influence on the fubfeclue'm fortunes of Kent.
In 1406, he married Lucy, daughter of the duke of
Billaine : this wedding was folemnized in the priory of
St. Mary Ovey, Southwark, and kept, with great fplen-
dour, at the houfe of the bifhop of WincRefter. The
fame year he was joined in feveral important commif-
fions; and in 1407 he was made lord admiral.

A plague breaking out in London in the year 1407,
the king retired to Leeds caftle, in the county of
Kent. His affaifs calling him'into Effex, he embarked
at Qucenborough with only five fhips. He had not

| ; proceeded
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proceeded far on his paflage, when he was attacked by
a fquadron of French privateers, who, after a warm en-
coumer,: took every veflel excepting that on board of
which was the king. This efcape naturally direGted
him to the importance of naval fuperiority. = He ordered
the immediate equipment of a powerful fleet, which,
when prepared, was put under the command of the
earl of Kent, his admiral.

Kent failed in the fummer of 1408. His inftructions
were, to clear the feas; to make a defcent on Britanny ; X
and to harafs the enemy in every poffible manner.
The firlt of thefe objeds he effetually accomplithed ;
then, ftanding over to Britanny, landed in the little ifland-
of Brifach. Proceeding to the town of the fame name,
he took it by ftorm ; and feizing the pirates who had fled
thither for thelter, put them all to the fword. An event
fo propitious to his country, proved, however, fatal to
the earl. In'the courfe of thefe altions he received a
wound on his head, from the arrow of a crofs;bow;
and of this he died, September 20, 140%. His remains
were conveyed home, and depofited among thofe of his .
anceftors.
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SIR JOHN PENDERGAST.

I3
”

" Taurs officer, of whofe family no certain accounts
are preferved, diftinguifthed himfelf, very early in the
reign of Henry IV. by his fucceffes againft the pirates.
He was never highly in favour with his fuperiors.
‘When he had freed the narrow feas from plunderers it
was faid, that he had appropriated fo much of the booty
to himfelf, as rendered him little better than thofe from
whom he had taken it, The exertions againft Pender-
galt were fo violent, though the populace were cla-
morous in his behalf, that he was obliged to take fanc-
tuary in Weftminfler; from which, however, he was
foon relieved, and reftored to that profefion of which
he was truly 2n ornament. &

Sir John commanded in the channel during the year
1412., On this flation he made feveral prizes laden
with provifions—¢¢ which,” fays an old writer, ¢ got
him little reputation with the nobles,»but much love
from the people, who by this means enjoyed plenty of
French commodities at a very cheap rate.”

Befides WirLiaMm DE WiLFORD, of whot mention
is made in the life of Edmund earl of Kent, there are
feveral naval chara@ters, ornaments of the reign of
Henry, of whom no biographical accounts are to be traced
at this diftance of time, but ought not to be paffed with-
out notice and honour. When the French, in affitting
Glendower, made a powerful attempt on Walesin 1405,

puss Lord
8 $



SIR JOHN PENDERGAST. I3y

Lord BERKLEY, and HENRY DE Pay, attacked them
in Milford-Haven, took 14, and burnt 15 of their fhips.
And war being declared againft the Scots in 1411, SIr
RoBerT UMFREVILLE, Vice-admiral of England,
failed to the Firth of Forth, ravaged both fhores for
fourteen days together, and burned the largeft thip of
Scotland, called the Great Galiot. On his return he
took fo many fhips Jaden with cérn, and thereby fo re-
duced the price of that atticle, that he obtained the
furname of Mend-Market,

WILLIAM
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WILLIAM
LORD CLINTON AND SAY,

EARL OF HUNTINGDON.

Wirriam Lorp Crinton aAnp SAy, for fo heis
called in the 6th of Henry IV. but better known by the
appellation of earl of Huntingdon, was related to the
great ear] of that name, whof¢ memoirs are given in a
preceding page.

This earl having already diftinguifhed himfelfiin the
frequent contefls fometimes with Scotland, and at
other times with France, which occupied the reign
of Henry 1V. was now deflined to a& a more import-
ant and confpicuous part in the wars of his country.

Henry V. was but recently feated on the throne,
when France became an obje of his attention. He had
many motives for making attempts on that country.
His predeceflor had tampered with the oppofite French
factions, and availed himfelfof their mutual hatreds ; this
was marking out to Henry the moft advantageous path
he could poffibly tread. The late king conjured his fon
not to permit the Englith too long an indulgence in the
eafe and affluence of peace, fuch indulgence being apt
to breed inteftine commotions, and to engender difpofi-
tions inimical to the fubordination which is requifite to

good
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good government ; but to employ them in foreign wars; -
and efpecially to avail himfelf of thofe advantages which
the ftate of France exhibited to her enemies.

The temper of the new monarch. difpofed him to
make no delay in the execntion of his father’s injunc-
tions. In 1415, about eighteen months after his accef-
fion, he embarked with his army at Southampton, Au-
guft the 1gth, and, landing at Havre de Grace, laid
fiege to Harfleur, which furrendered after a refiftance of
five weeks. His focceffes were foon checked by the
ravages of the flux; and 4nftead of that hope which
profperity at firft infpired, he now felt concerned only
to fave the remains of his enfeebled army.

With this view he refolved to gain' Calais by the
route of Picardy. ' No other way offered for his efcape,
a3 he had, confident of fortune, difmiffed his fleet the
inftant he had fecured the landing of his troops.  But
this determination prefented as many obftacles as the
fituation in which he was involved. A French army
of fourteen thoufand men at arms, and forty thoufand
foot, commanded by the conftable d’Albert, oppofed
his retreat.  This army, befides its fuperiority in health,
food, and fpirits, was by its numbers fufficient to accom-
plith the deftrution of Henry’s forces.

To extricate himfelf and his foldiers from their de-
plorable condition, and to avoid, what might well be
apprehended by him, to be a hopelefs effufion of human
blood, Henry proffered his conqueft of Harfleur on con-
dition that he might proceed unmolefted to Calais.
This the conftable abfolutely negatived, and Henry,
compelled to fight under eyery difadvantage, gained

3 _ the
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the memorable battle of Agincourt; a viftory that
has ever been moft defervedly ranked, vicwed both
as to the circumftances of the engagement and the
confequences of its decifion, with the triamphs of
Crefly and Poictiers. Tl ear} of Huntingdon attended
the king, and fignalized himfelf in the exploits of that
glorious day.

Henry, in 1417, purpofing’a more effetive irrup-
tion into France, thought it prudent to clear the feas
previous to his own failing; and Huntingdon, with a
powerful fleet, was directed to perform the king’s coms
mand. Near the mouth of the Seine, he had the
good fortune to meet with the combined fleets of France
and Genea, which he inftantly engaged. The con-
teft was extremely- obftinate, the Genoefe being the
firft and moft powerfully conftructed veflels of thofe
times: at length, victory, which had for fome time
feemed doubtful, once meore crowned the Englith;
they took four of the Genoefe {hips, made prifoner the
Baftard of Bourbon, the French admiral, and found
on board a veffel captured from the Genocfc a quarter’s
pay for the combined navy.

During the minerity of Henry VI, the earl of
Huntingdon accompanied the duke of Bedford to
France with fuccours, in 1424, After this, the earl
attended young Henry to his coronation in Paris.  The
retinue entered that éity in December 1430, where
Henry was crowned by the cardinal of Winchefter,
with all due folemnities. Henry had been proclaimed
on the death of Charles V1. of France, who was almoft
all his life a lunatic, Henry VI, of England, and

: Henry
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Henry II. of France, the French lords then at Paris
fwearing the ufual allegiance.

This is the laft public capacity in which the earl
of Huntingdon alted. He died July the 3oth, 1431,
leaving by Ann his wife, daughter of lord Botreaux,
. John, his fonand heir.

JOHN
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JOHN DE LANCASTER,
DUKE OF BEDFORD.

Joun, Duxe or BEprorp, whether contemplated
as a ftatefman, as a military, or as 2 naval commander,
forms one of the moft illuftrious charaters that ever
adorned the Englifh annals. He was the third fon
of Henry IV. while duke of Lancafter, by Mary his
firft wife, daughter of Humphrey de Bohun, earl of
Northampton.

On the 13th of O&ober, 1399, Bedford received the
honours of knighthood at the hands of his father.

In 1402 he was appointed by his father conftable of
England, and governor of Berwick upon Tweed: in
1414, he was created by Henry V. his brother, earl of
Kendal, and duke of Bedford, and divers grants wereat the
fame time made out for the fupport of his new dignities:
in 1415, Henry being engaged in his French war, con-
ftituted Bedford lieutenant of England, a high truft, and
one which he afterwards frequently held during the
king’s abfence from home: and in 1416 he was made
general of his majefty’s forces both by fea and land.

But, important as were the fervices of Bedford in the
ftate, Henry’s affairs could no longer difpenfe with his
brother’s affiftance in fcenes more active and hazardous.
The firft attempt made by the French to recover the

3 difgrace
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difgrace of Agincourt was the fiege of Harfleur; where
Henry, being obliged to quit France, had left the earl of
Dorfet in command.  Afliftances derived from the
Genoefe enabled the French to mufter a formidable
fleet, with which, before they invetted Harfleur, they
ventured over to the Englifh coafts, and astcmpted ‘
Southampton. Being repulfed by the duke of Bedford,
the flect immediately proceeded to the blockade of Har-
fleur.  Dorfet, invefted on the land fide by the conftable

in great force, and blocked up at fea by Narbonne with

the whole of the French navy, found himfelf in a very
perilous condition ; fo much, in fa&, was he now ftrait-
ened, that nothing fhort of a powerful and inftantaneous

relief could in any wifc prove efficacious to his fafety.
Heary was not ignorant of the critical flate of his
general, nor inaétive in providing the mieans to extricate
him. Bedford was unremittingly employed in haftening
the relief of Dorfet. Four hundred fail, and 20,000
men, under the duke’s command, were difpatched to
effect this important obje€t. They entered the Seine
in 2 moment of the moft painful ankiety to their be-
fieged countrymen, and found Narbonne and his Ge-
noefe, far fuperior in number and fliength, lying before
the haven of Harfleur, and prefling the fiege with an
alarming vigour. A view of the enemy’s pofition con-
vinced the duke that the moft determined exertions
would be requifite to the relicf of the place.  The
French confidered themfelves perfetly fecure, but the
‘Englith began the attack with bravery, fuftained it with
fortitude, and finifhed it with the moft memorable fuc-
cefs. Five hundred of the enemy’s veffels were either
taken or funk, together with five of thofe Genocefe
fhips,
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thips, called carracks, which, from their uncommon di-
‘menfions and power, it was thought by the enemy the
Englith would have not ventured to engage. Twenty
thoufand of their men were flain.  On this great naval
a&:on, which was fought in 1416, the whole Englith
fleet entered the port in triamph; and the conflable,
hearing' of the viGory, felt it prudent to raife the fiege
of Harfleur, and immediately decamped.

The king, in the enfuing year, 1417, went to France.
His army confifted in part of troops in his own imme-
diate pay, and in part of forces raifed by his barons: of
the fift there were fixteen thoufand four hundred men,
of the latter nine thoufand one hundred and twenty-
feven; and of this army about a fourth part were horfe.
To tranfport them from Dover, a navy was prepared of
one thoufand five hundred fhips, of which two were
very remarkable. They feem to have been both ad-
mirals, and were- equally adorned with purple fails, em-

- broidered with the arms of England and France; one

was ftyled the king’s chamber, the other his hall; from
whence it plainly appears that he affeted to keep his
court upon the fea, and to make no difference between
his palace and his fhips royal.

While the king was in France, 1421, his queen,
Cnthanne, daughter of Charles VI. was delivered of a
fon* at Windfor, afterwards Henry VI. to whom the

* When news was brought the king of his fon’s birth, he was difpleafed at
the place of his nativity, having ftrictly forbid the queen to liein there. Turn-
ing to the lord Fitz-Hugh, his great chamberlain and confidant, he prophc-
tically exclaimed :

¢ I, Henry, born at Monmouth, fhall
Small time reign and much get ;
But Henry of Windfor fhall long reign and lofe all:
Bur, as God will, fo be it
duke
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duke being in Fratice, was made governor of Nor-
mandy.’

In May 1422 Catherine joined her hufband in France,
juft'in time to witnefs his end: this great prince died at
Vincennes the 31ft of Aunguft. His malady‘ was ‘a
fiftula, a diforder to the treatment of which the medical
fkill of that age was utterly incompetetit. He expired in
the thirty-fourth year of his'age, after a ‘di{’cinguifhed
reign of nine years, five months, and eleven days.

Finding: that his end approached, he fent for the dukes
of Bedford and Exeter (before earl of Dorfet), the earl
of Warwick, and a fcv%r of the nobility, to whom, with
great calmnefs, he delivered fuch' direCtions as he judged
requifite for the condu&t of the ftate pending the prince’s
minority.. He recolleted, with fatisfaltion, ' the bril-
liancy of that reign which was about to terminate,
though he exprefled a regret that the meafures of his
opponents thould have caufed fo great an expenfe of
human lives.  Turning to Bedford and Exeter, he
conjured them to the ftriteft fiiendthip; to feek the
welfare of his fon, by improving the ‘good-will of his
ally the duke of Burgundy ; to confole his widow ¥ ; to
cducate the prince with care, and ferve him with fidelity.
He concluded thefe inftruions, declaring it as his will
that the regency of France thould be vefted in his elder
brother, the duke of Bedford; that of England to his

* Catherine of France, Henry’s widow, married, foon after his deathy a
Welih gcnﬂcman, Sir Owen Tudor, f4id to be defcended from the ancient
princes of that country. She bore him two fons, Edmund’and Jafper, of
whom the eldeft was created earl of Richmond, the fécond earl of Pembroke.
The family of Tudor, raifed to diftin@tion by this alliance, afterwards,afcend-
ed the throne of England.

e & younger,
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younger, the duke of Gloucefter ; and the care of his fon’s
perfon he committed to the earl of Warwick, He
then went through the ufual folemnities of a dying man.
Such was the life and death of Henry V. a prince whofe
early courfes were thought to portend a difgraceful and
difaftrous reign, but who in the end difappoiated the
forebodings of the timid and malignant, and exceeded

. the moft fanguine hopes of his-affeGionate adherents.
His charater comprized as much heroifm, and, after his

[ reformation, exhibited as little frailty as'is incident to
man.

"The parliamant, fhortly after the deceafe of their late
monarch, taking his laft defires into their cognizance,
agreed to alter, in fome meafure, the nature of the ap-
pointments which he had made. Infiead of regent,
they conftituted Bedford protettor or gnardian of Eng-
land, invefting the duke of Gloucefter with the charge
during his elder brother’s abfence. They alfo, as a fur-
ther reftri€tion on the powers of thefe, peers, appointed
a council, without whofe advice and approbation no
meafuré of real importance could be undertaken. Ex-
tending their thoughts to the’ prince, they nominated
Beaufort bithop of Winchefter, inftead of Warwick, to
the fuperintendance of his education, and to the pre-
fervation of his perfon.

The death of Charles VI. which took place in a
few weeks after that of Henry V. made a confiderable
‘alteration in the afpet of French affairs.  Charles VIL
who fucceeded his fatheg, although pent wp within a
fmall portion of his own foil, was yet the true heir of
the Erench monarchy, He had none of thofe mental
imperfeCtions which degraded his predeceffor; and hig

T difpofition,
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difpofition, if it did not evince the fpirit of a martial
determination calculated inftantly to retrieve his affairs
and to grafp the falling diadem, poffeffed all that fweet -
nefs and affability which render diftrefs univerfally in-
terefting, and attach thofe by affetion whom no other
motive could excite 16 a participation of danger and
grief,

The duke of Burgundy, releniting at the miferies to
which his pafions had fubjected his country, began‘alfo
to abate in his friendfhip to England. Paris foon felt
the change: and as its inhabitants were devoted to Bur- .
gundy, they prepared to ferve the caufe which he
clpoufed. Advices were fent to Bedford, of the enemy
being fecretly’lodged in the country round the capital ;
that they continually annoyed the Parifians; ‘were con-
certing fome formidable plot, and ought to be fought
out and difperfed. Al which was faid, in truft that the
duke of Bedford, leaving the metropolis, to purfue the
enemy, might afford them an opportunity of getting’
young Charles into the city... But the duke, who pe-
netrated the defign, feized the reporters of this tale;
they were convicted of a plot to exterminate the Eng-
lith, and executed. At the fame time, to fecure the
wavering Burgundy, with whom this fcheme had ob-
vioufly originated, he marricd, in 1423, Ann princefs of
Burgundy.

Meanwhile Charles had procured a body of troops,
chiefly Scots, who under the earl of Buchan, conftable of
France, ventured tu engage the duke'of Bedford at
Verneuil, Auguft 27, 1424. Nothing but extreme
rafhuefs could inftigate the conftable to this aftien: it
accordingly terminated in his defeat, and five thoufand

L2 L oft =
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6f his troops ‘were killed.” ‘This viGory might have
proved of decifive advantage to England, had mot' the
circumftances of. Gloucefter’s quarrel with the duke of
Burgundy obliged Bedford, in lieu of following up his
fuccefs at Verneuil, to take a'journey to England.
While here, he was made great admiral; and having,
as well as he could, mitigated all difputes, he returned to
France. ;

He arrived,in thebbeginniug of 1424, with confiderable
reinforcements. He found the fituation of affairs ma-
terially deteriorated during his abfence: the duke of
Britanny and the count de Richmond had gone over to
Charles, and Burgundy’s attachment was weak and pre-
carious, His profperity became more infecure by the
valour of Dunois, Charles’s general, who compelled the
ear] of Warwick to raife the fiege of Montargis ; the firft
a&ion ‘that turned the fide of fuccefs againft the En-
glifh, ;

Orleans, Charles’s capital,»was a primary obje& of
confideration’; if this city were reduced, it was not likely
that Charles fhould efcape, or:that he could long evade
the reach of 2 victorious purfuer. This enterprize being
refolved on1, the command of it was entrufted to the earl of
Salifbury § - and ‘although 'the force under his direCtion
was inadequate. to the ' obje& againft ‘which he was
direted, his approaches were attended with fuccefs.  In
thefe circumitances’ the dukelof Orleans, yet a prifoner
in England, propofed, through'the duke of Burgundy,
that all his demefnes fhould be fequeftered, as the bafis
of ‘@ neutrality. The regent,.” however, informed
Burgundy ‘¢ he was not of 'a humour to beat the

SR I ot bseet bufhes
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buthes, while others ran away with the game g
reply that Burgundy never forgave. :

The drooping fortunes of the French king were re-
eftablifhed by one of thofe extraordinary, interventions
which it is hardly improper to term miraculons. The
hiftory of Joan 'of Are, the maid of Orleans—her
youth, her enthufiafm, her courage, her achieve-
ments, and her fate, circumftances that have been fre-
quently commemorated, and are generally known, need
not be here repeated. Whether incited to act her me-
morable part by the advice and under the fan&ion of
confpicuous perfons in the F' rench court ; or whether the
really deceived herfelf into the belief of her being in-
fpired to free her country from the dominion of ftrangers,
and raife her depreffed fovereign to the throne of his
anceftors; it is certain that her heroic exploits effentially
contributed to thofe events, . Her progrefs was marked
by enterprize and victory, and her countrymen, infpired
by the energy fhe difplayed, performed every fervice
with valour and alacrity, and obtained a proportionate
fuccefs.

The duke of Bedford encountered thefe unparalleled
eventswith a promptitude and fleadinefs which placed his
talents in the moft exalted point of view. It is fincerely
to be lamented that he fhould have fullied fo fair a re-
putation by his folicitude in procuring the condemnation
of the unfortunate Joan of Arc, who was taken pri-
foner by the Englith in 1429, and foon after, June 144
burnt as a witch, in the market place at Rouen.

But the effe@s of her example, and the high martial
fpirit which fhe had fubftituted for defpair in the bofoms
of her countrymen, did not expire with her. All the
L . energy,

.
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energy, fagacify, and experience, of Bedford became
inadequate to the taflk of preferving the once formidable
power of the Englith in France.

A feries of difafters and defeat was followed by the en-
tire defeétion of the duke of Burgundy. His dwghter,
the duchefs of Bedferd, died early in 1432, and Bedford
united himfelf, before the expiration of the year, to
Jaquetta, daughter of the earl of St. Pol.  The duke of
Burgundy immediately abandoned the Englith alliance,
with fentiments of irreconcileable antipathy..

Bedford was not long permitted to enjoy the pleafures
or advantages he might have propofed to himfelf in his
union with Jaquetta ; nor to experience the adverfities that
were accumulatingon his country. He died at his caftle
of Rouen in Normandy, without legitimate offspring,.in
14355 and was buried, agreeably to his will, at the
church of Notre Dame in that city.

His widow, Jaquetta, in ‘the year enfuing his death
married Sir Richard Woodville, to the great difpleafure
of her uncle the bifhop, and of her brother St. Pok
From this alliance fprang Elizabeth de Woodvxlle, after-
wards wife of Edward’ v

RICHARD
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RICHARD NEVILIL,

EARL OF WARWICK.

Frow Gilbert de Nevill, who left Normandy with the
conqueror, .and who, although not mentioned as fuch
in our hiftories, was admiral to that prince, defcended-
Richard earl of Warwick. A long and fortunatg fuc-
ceflion had given to the branches of de Nevill every
appearance of fertility and ftrength ; already earls of
Weftmoreland and Salifbury, and intermixed with the
firft families of the country, Richard, to the other titles
of his houfe, added that of Warwick, by his marriage
with Anne déughter and heir of Beauchamp carl of
Warwick. H}ld the members of this extenfive con-
nexion allied themfelves as clofely in politics, as they
were contieCted by confanguinity, their preponderancy
over the regal influence would at any time have been
certain and uncentroulable.

We are not yet arrived at that period when the naval
profeffion becomes the diftin& and fole employment of
the individual. In the ages now under review, we have .
_ continually to purfue the fame charaQer from the opera-
tions of the navy to thofe of the field, ?nd from thence
to the intrigues of a cabinet and the detail of an embafly :
fometimes the bithop turps general, and the general is
involved in the mazes of ecclefiaftical hiftory. Thus
it occurs that the annals of the individual, however

Ly qarefully
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carefully reftricted to. the principal fubjet of contem-
plation, .compofe, in 'fome fort, thofe of the country
itfelf.

‘Warwick had, “in the condu& of his father the earl
of Salifbury, an example highly calculated to ftimulate
his natural ambition; and his immenfe poffeffions en-
abled him fully to execute what his fentiments fo ar-
dently prompted. Convinced that, in turbulent times,
there was no better ladder to power than the ynbounded
confidenge of the populace, he began his career by dif-
playmg a magnificent hofpitality : in London, his houfe
was the never-failing receptacle of all who adhered to -
his fame; ¢ Six oxen we‘re,ufually eat at a breakfaft,
and every tavern was full of his meat.”” His muni-
ficence gained the hearts of the common people, while
his valour was equally fuccefsful in procuring the affec-
tions of the feamen. The ineapacity of Henry VI,
became every day more evident. He had loft all his
father’s acquifitions in France; and, though this reverfe
muft be chiefly affigned to the death of Bedford and the
intr‘igucsA of the cardinal of Winchefter during the
minority, yet, when it was feen that Henry committed
hiifelf entircly to the management of his queen and her
favourltes, and facrificed the good duke of Glouceﬂer, his
only remammg friend and his ungle, to this new and
imperious afcendancy, his fubjets did not hefitate to at-
tribute every difafter they felt to the dreadful imbecility
of their monarch.

The navy, which had been fo {uccefsfully maintained
during the vi€torious reign of his father, was not, how-
ever, neglected by Henry VI, He made \Varwnck hxs ad-
miral : and, if the unprecedented exertions of Charles VII.

in
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in the aggrandizement of his fleet, emboldened the

French to affail the Britith fhores, whatever fuccefs
_attended their onfet was generally counterbalanced by
 their final repulfe, and_the chagrin with which they

returned. : !

Richard duke of York, who had long meditated his
affertion of that right to the crown of England, of which
his progenitors, from Richard II. were deprived by the
ufurpation of Henry 1V. in the year 1453, deeming it
unneceffary further to difguife his intentions, colleted
an army of 10,000 men, and marched towards London,
Warwick, and Salifbury his father, who were both allied
to the duke of York, though they were decidedly en-
gaged to fupport the claims of that haufe, yet confidering
it imprudent to forfeit the confidence of Henry before
the fuccefs of the plot became apparent, remained in
the royal camp, prudently refolving to retain a fituation
where their influence would be ferviceable in fecuring
York’s pardon with the king, thould his views mifcarry.
The event proved the wifdom of thefe earls: York
found London thut againft him, and was compelled to
retire into Kent. The king purfued and overtook him

. with a fuperior army. Indifcretion would now have
made his ruin inevitable, but ashe had merely demanded
a reformatiqn of the abufes of government, and the dif-
miffal of Somerfet, the queen’s favourite, the goad offices
of his two friends, Warwick and Salifbury, prevailed
over the refentment of the court, who were contented to
fee their opponents views fraftrated.

The king foon after fell into a flate which rendered
him totally incapable of fuftaining the duties of his
office; apd the queen found herfelf no longer able to

: refift
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refift the clamour in favour of the duke of York: So-
merfet was fent to the tower; and York declared by
patliament lieutenant of the realm. . This ftate of things
could not laft.  As Henry flowly recovered, he releafed
Somerfet, and annulled the power of the lieutenant.
York immediately raifed another army, demanding,_as
before, the removal of the court favourites. -

Thefe troops were encountered at St. Albans, on the
22d of May 1455, by the king, where, the battle prov-
ing favourable to the Yorkifts, Henry fell into their
hands, and with him the government again devolved ta
York, Inthis engagement, the firft of thofe dreadfu}

encounters which commenced the civil wars of the rofes,
© were flain about §ooo of the Lancaftrians; among
whom Wero thedukeiof Somerfet, the earl of Northum-
land, the earl of Stafford, lord Clifford, and many other
perfons of diftinGtion. 'When he arrived in London,
York made his firft open claim to the monarchy before
the houfe of peers: but the king was by them empower-
ed to retain his office. Conciliatory meafures were
attempted on the part of Henry : York, Salifbury, and
‘Warwick, were invited to attend the court at Coventry :
but thefe noblemen, either receiving or pretending tohave
received notice of defigns formed againft their lives by
the court, feparated while on the road to Coventry;
York went to his caftle of Wigmore, Salifbury to
Middleham in Yorkfhire, and Warwick to his govern-
wment of Calais. Moderate men began to be ferioufly
apprehenfive of the iffue of thefe proceedings. At the
inftance of the archbifhop of Canterbury the three
friends were induced to quit their retreat; and another
te::oriciliation was {et on foot in London, but it termi-~

. nated
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pated fill more unpropitioufly than the former. A pcrfou
in the king’s retinue having infulted one of Warwick’s
train, a {kirmith enfued, and Warwick again fled to
Calais. His friends, taking the example,. fled alfo to
their refpe@ive feats, each party preparing to decide by
arms a conteft which, it was now clear, admitted of no
other determination. ;

The government of Calais, which was confided to
Woarwick by the guthority of parliament after the
battle of St. Albans, was, on many confiderations, a
poft of extraordinary moment at this junure; it gave
him the ynlimited command of the only regular rmhmry
force then maintained by the crown, and it afforded him
a harbour wherein he might fecurely collect the .prime
of the Britith navy. Over the laft department his in-
fluence was nearly unprecedented. He had been ap-
pointed high admiral, and for the fupport of this cony-
mand, in which he was fiyled Great Captain of the Sca,
the parliament had fllowed to him, not only the whole
of the duties arifing from tonnage and poundage, the ufual
provifion for the fupport of the navy, but he had alfo
a grant of one thoufand pounds per annum from the re-
venues of the duchy of Lancafter. Such art idea had the

* woild of this earl, that he was familiarly called 73

Stout Earl of Warwick, and The King-maker.

Warwick had buat juft fettled himfelf at Calais, when
putting to fea, in order to prevent any fuccours arriving
from France to Henry, he fell in with five very large
{hips, three Genoefe and two Spanifh, richly Jaden y
ghefe he took, after a fpirited refiftance, and fold their
cargoes at the price of ten thoufand pounds. Henry,
finding it impoffible to draw the earl from this fortrefs,

: for
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for he had fummoned him to anfwer in London for the
produce of his late captures, fent out the young duke of
Somerfet to fuperfede him in his government. = Bat the
" inhabitants refufed obedience to the royal order; and
finding them bent on maintaining their rejection of the
new governor, the king ordered lord Rivers, whom
he now conftituted his admiral, tocolle& all his re-
maining fleet at Sandwich, and proceed to force War-
wick from his ftation. The earl perceiving this defign,
difpatched Sir John Denham, a veteran officer, to Sand-
wich, who completely furprifed the fhips that were
affembled under Rivers, fecured them, and returned to
Calais with Rivers and his fleet. The fleet which had
carried over young Somerfet, hearing of this fuccefs, re-
volted from the king, and entered jnto the fervice of
Warwick. 3
* The duke of York was now in Ireland, where he had
been obliged to take refuge ever fince the defeat of his
friends ‘at Blore Heath, on the borders of Staffordthire,
on the 23d of September 1459 ; and, as the importance '
of their plans rendered an interview indifpenfable to
both, Warwick undertook a: voyage for that purpdfe.
\As this adventure could be no fecret in London, the
duke of Exeter, with the grand fleet under his com-
mand, failed tointercept Warwick in his return,  They
met : but fuch was the colduefs of the men to the royal
caufe, when oppofed to that of the earl, that Exeter
deemed it fafeft tosetire without making any hoftile
attempt,

Events foon explained the nature of Warwick’s con-
ference with the duke of York. Having founded the
Kentith men, and finding them not unfiiendly to his

hopes,
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hapes, lie landed at Sandwich in 1460.  But he did not
take this decifive meafure till he had removed every im-
pediment to his operations, and fccured .a formidable
force. He had, a few weeks before, furprifed a fleet
deftined to oppofe his paflage, which was commanded by
fir Simon Montfort, lord warden of the cinque - ports,
and condu&ted it into Calais. Nor, when he now land-
ed at Sandwich, did he omit the precautions neceffary to
fuccefs. His profeffions of allegiance to chry,b which
he ratified by a folemn public oath at the crofs of Can-
terbury, not merely deceived the populace, but many
alfo of the great men who joined him, and who, to-
gether with the people, enabled him to encounter the
king at Nortbampton, where an obftinate battle enfued
on the 10th of July. The refult of this confliét placed
Henry in the cuftody of his adverfaries, and carried the
Yorkifts in tiiumph to London. Here York firft
made an unequivocal demand of the crown; and ob-
tained from parliament an acknowledgment of his
right, :

- This adjuftment was but of fhort duration: Mar-
garet, who had fled into Scotland on the breaking out
of this rebellion, returning from thence with a nume-
rous force, and, aided by the northern barons, gave battle :
to the duke of York at Wakefield: here York fell ;
and here the earl of S;}lifbury, father of Warwick,
being made” prifoner, was beheaded by the quecn’s or-
ders.  Advancing towards the metropolis, the was en-
encountered at St. Albans by the divifion ftationed in
the capital under the command of the earl of Warwick.
This: engagement alfo terminated in her favour,

* through the treachery of Lovelace, who deferted to the

queen
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queen with a confiderable body of his vaffals. No {t4-
bility, however, attended this fortune. Young Edward;
the new duke of York, advanced upon her from the
oppofite quarter; colleted the remdins of Warwick’s
forces; and prefented fuch a threatening afped, as
compelled the queen to retire into the north : Edward
entered the city of London amidft the loudeft acclama-
tions, and was immediately declared kmg by the title of
Edward 1IV. "

Margaret femained yet unfubdued, and m pefleffion
of her hufband’s perfon. She had even gathered to-
gether a force of fixty thoufand men in Yorkfhire, and
fo powerful was her influence in thefe -parts, that:
Warwick was difpatched with an army of forty thou-
fand men to arreft her progrefs. On his  arfival at
Pomfret, the earl detached a body of troops under lord
Fitzwaller, to fecure the pafs of Ferrybridge over the
Ayre, which divided him from the e}lcmy. This party
gained, but were not able to maintain; the pofition
againft lord Clifford the queen’s general, who repuled
them with great lofs. Warwick was too experienced a
commander not to perceive the critical effect of this
check; if be allowed it to gain an afcendancy over the
minds of his followers, © He ¢alled for his hoife, ftabbed
him in the prefence of his whole army; and. kiffing the
hilt of his fword; exclaimed;—¢ Let him flee that flee
will, Twill tatry with him that will tarry with me 37
an altion that inftantly reftored the wavering refolutions
of his adherents, and to which he fltood much' indebtéd
for the viCory that enfued. 'On the following morn-
ing the two armiecs engaged at Todton; the conteft,
whieh was unufually bloody, decided the expulfion of

4 Henry
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Henry and his unfortunate queen, who were defeated,
and fled into Scotland. 3

Edward did not forget the man who had fo import-
antly contributed to advance the interefts of the h;c‘iufc
of York. Warwick was made general warden of the
eaft marches towards Scotland ; lord great chamberlain
of England for life; conftable of Dover caftle ; lord high
fteward of England; entrufted with all the' embaffies of
moment; and fent to negociate, in 1464, Edward’s
marriage with Bona of Savoy, fifter of the queen of,
France. To ufe the language of Philip de Comines,
< this great earl was the chiefeft man in England for
fupporting the houfe of York, as the duke of Somerfet
was for that of Lancafter: fo.that he might juftly be
called king Edward’s father, as well for that of training
him up, as for the great fervices he did him.”

‘While Warwick was negociating this marriage, Ed-
ward married Elizabeth, widow of fir John Grey, and
datghter of Jacquetta, widow of the great duke of
Bedford, by her union with Woodville. This conduct
offended the earl, who had nearly concluded his matri-
monial miffion with the French court. Nor did Edward,
on Warwick’s return, affeét that concern for his ambaf-
fador’s difappointment, which might have tended to
mollify the refcl}tmem of the baron, and could not pof= .
fibly degrade :the prince. Rath, haughty, and incon-
fiderate, Edward feemned not to fear the animofity of
his, moft powerful friend ; or he was induced to attempt
to lower that pride and greatnefs which might one day
infult even the prefent poffeffor of the throne. Cer«
tainly motives extremely ftrong, befides the king’s beha- -
viour in the projeéted union with Bona, and which are

not
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not to be underftood at this diftance of time, muft have
concurred in producing that enmity, which foon broke
out between Warwick and the {overcign. ]
'He retired into Warwickfhire; and, fending for his
brothers, the archbithop of York, and lord Montague,
 confulted on the means of dethroning Edward. Though
his intentions were not difclofed, the king firongly
fufpedted them ; for, at a banquet to which the earl in-
vited him, he fuddenly rofe, and entertaining an idea’
that it was meant either to murder or to poifon him,
abruptly quitted the entertainment. i
Edward’s conclufions did not prevent him from ftill
employing the earl of Warwick, who was fhortly after-
wards fent, with the duke of Clarence the Kking’s
brother, whom Warwick had feduced to his party by
marrying him to his elder daughter, to fupprefs a rebel~
lion in Lincolnfhire. The confpirators, inftead of
“quelling, endeavoured to turn this infurreGtion to their
own advantage, “but failed.  Clarence and Warwick
were afterwards refufed entrance into Calais, and com-
pelled to feek refuge in France ; where, in con_)unéhon
with that court, they undertook the reftoration of
Henry. Edward  contrived, however, to regain the
duke of Clarence to himfelf.
. Towards the latter end of Scptember, 1470, War-
wick landed in England. His amazing popularity, and .
his_ addrefs, placed him at once at the head of fixty
thoufind men ; Edward had but jult time to fave him-
felf by flight into Holland, and Henry was reftored.
When the exaltation, of sthe Lancaftrians feemed
completé, Edward fuddenly appeared at Ravenfpur in
Yorkibire: the duke of Burgundy had fopplied him
8 with
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with fourteen fhips, a little money, and two thoufand
men. It is remarkable that he landed at the fame place,
and made a fimilar declaration to that of the duke of Lan-
cafter, afterwards Heniy IV. He had the addrefs to avoid
‘Warwick, and enter London, where he made himfelf
mafter of Henry’s perfon. Edward, finding himfelf in a
condition to oppofe Waiwick, encountered him at Barnet,
April the 24th, 1471. Clarencé was now with his
brother, but entertained fo high a regard for his father-
in-law, the earl of Warwick, that he induced the king
to liften to fome plan of reconciliation. Thefe over-
tures were difdained by the earl; who, without waiting
for fuccours that were haftening to his affiftance under
queen Margaret, hazarded that engagement in which he
ended his tumultuous days, and in which the Lancaftrian
caufe experienced a fatal blow. His body was expofed
at Paul’s crefs, and then interred with his ancefters.

M SEBASTIAN"
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SEBASTIAN CABOT.

A vEw and more delightful {cene now opens itfelf
to contemplation.  Every age has its ruling and diftin-
guifhing paffion ; and that of the age now enfuing was
the difcovery of unknown countrics, the extenfion of
human intercousfe, and the enlargement of human
information. 3

"The few days of Edward V. and the fhort and: un-
certain reign of Richard III. afford nothing worthy of
notice in the maval hiftory of the country. ' Not thus
the long and pacific years-of their fucceffor Henry VIL
His youth was pafled in. exile and aivity, amongft the
traders of the continent, and being thus acquainted with
¢every object that agitated the fpeculative mind, Henry
became verfed in mercantile interefts, expert in naval
tranfa&ions, and qualified to diftinguith and appreciate
thofe projects of difcovery with which Europe abounded.
Bartholomew Columbus found his applications fuc-
cefsful in England; and though his brother Chriftopher
effeted his difcovery for Spain, prior to his receiving
news of the treaty concluded, on his account, between

- the king and Bartholomew, the figning of this agree-
ment did; in fadt, antedate the difcovery. But, if this
claim to the firft difcovery of America were not to be
wrged, it is certain that the Cabots ranged a great part
of this unknown world in 1497; and that, thoughe
Columbus had previoufly found certain ifles, it was

H : 1498
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1448 beforé he faw the ¢ontinént. So that, in reality,
the honour of this GREAT Discovery is as much, ér
more, dué to thé Englifh; than the Epaniards.

Sebaftian Cabét was born at Briftol about the year
1477. He was {on of Johtr Gabota, a Venetian, whe'
was introduced to the notice of Henry VII. in the courfe
of a treaty with Denmark. The name was by corrup-
tion foon called Cabot. John was fully adequate’ to tlie
tafk of inciting his fon to thofe ftudies which might
conduce to his reputation as a feaman. Sebaftian wasd
carly inftructed in arithmetic, geometry, and cofimogra-
phy; and, by the time he had attained the age of feven-
teen years, he had made feveral trips to fea, and thercfsy
added to great theoretical knowledge a competent de-
gree of fkill in the' pradtice of navigation. In r4gs
John Cabot obtained from Henry a patent, empower-
ing himfelf and his three fons to proceed in their dif-
coveries; and in' the fpring of 1497, having colle€ted
four fmall veffels, and a fhip fitted out at the king"s’
expence, they quitted England on their projeted def=
tination; propofing to feek a north-weft -paffage to thé
Eaft Indies; a hope with which John Cabot had béen
infpired in conféquence of the progrefs of Columbus,

Purfuing their north-weft courfe they difcoveréd, at
about five in the morning of June 24, 1497, an ifland
which, from the number of that fith feen on' its coafts,
they called Bacealacs; and which is now’ known' by the
name of Newfoundland.  The following account of this
tranfa&tion is found on” a' map drawn by Sebaftian, and
merits prefervation in thefe pages, both becaufé it is the
dcfcrnptxou of Sebaftian Cabot, and alfo the firft account

M2 of
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of the difcoveries made by adventurers in the pay of thc
Englifh nation.

«¢ In the year of our Lord 1497, John Cabot, a Vene-
tian, and his fon Sebaftian, with an Englifh flect, fet
out from Briftol, and difeovered that ifland which no man
before had attempted. This difcovery was made on the
four and twentieth of June, about five o’clock in the
morning, This land he called Prima Vifla, or firf? feen,
becaufe it was that part of which ' they had the firft fight
from the fea. The ifland, which lies out before the
land, he called the ifland of St. John, becaufe it was dif~
covered on the feftival of St. John the Baptift. The
inhabitants of this ifland wore beafts’ {kins, and efteemed
them as the fineft garment.”

So far Sebaftian’s memorandum. Fabian, in his
chronicle, tells, that there were brought unto Henry
VII. ¢ three men taken in the new-found ifland:
thefe, he continues, were clothed in beafts’ fkins, and
did eat raw. fleth, and fpake fuch fpeech that no men
could. underftand them, and in their demeanour were
like brute beafts.”” Purchas gives fome account of the
cuftoms of the natives, and produce of the ifland. As
to the relatten given by John Cabot of this voyage, it is
involved In too, much confufion and obfcurity to merit
3 feriows detail. He failed afterwards to Cape Florida,
and then returned to England with a valuable cargo,
and the three favages on board: he was well received,
and obtained from the king the honour of knighthood,
This is Juﬁly ftylcd a very important difcovery, fince,
in truth, it was the firft time the continent of America
had been fecn, Columbus being unacquainted with it

il
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till his laft voyage, which wasthe year following, when he
coafted along a part of the Ifthmus of Darien. * And the
-learned Purchas afferts, that America cught rather to be
called Cabotiana, or Sebaftiana, becaufe Sebaftian Cabot
difcovered more of it than Americus, or Columbus
himfelf. {

¢ Of the voyages performed by Sebaftian in the courfe
of the next twenty years, there is now no trace.  All
the falts certainly known relating to him during this
period are the death of his father; his great intimacy
with Sir Thomas Pert, Vice Admiral to Henry VIIL
and his procuring from his friend a good fhip’ of the
king’s, in order to effe& difcoveries to the fouth. It
appears that he had now changed his route; for he
failed firft to Brazil, and, miffing there of his purpofe,
thaped his courfe for the iflands of Hifpaniola and Porto
Rico, where he carried on a little traffic, and then re-
tarned; failing, however, of his true defign, through
the timidity of Pert. This difappointment fo affected
Sebaftian, that he left England, and entered into the
fervice of Spain. Here he was treated with the refpe&t
due to his merits: he was appointed chief pilot of Spain;
and as this office empowered. him to review all projeéts
of difcovery, it was of great importance at this era, and
admirably fuited to his genius.

Cabot did not long retain a ftation which, honourable
as it was in itfelf, could give no fcope for his more ac-
tive {pirit. Some merchants, who were defirous of un-
dertaking a voyage on their own account, applied to him
in 1524, who was to proceed by the late found firaits of
Magellan to the Moluccas. The propofal was highly
gratifying to Cabot, He failed from Cadiz in April

M3 1525,
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1525, to the Canaries, then to the Cape de Verd iflands,
thence to Cape §t. Augufline, and near the hay of All
Saints he met a French fhip. - At the ifland of Patos
he was relieved by the Indians from that fearcity of
provifion to vyhi;h erroneous calculations had reduced
him ; but in requital of thefe good offices he took away
by force four of the fons of their chiefs. In his way to
Rio de la Plata, he fet athore, on a defert vﬂand Mar-
" tin Mendez, his vice-admiral, captain - Francis d¢
Rodas, and Michael de Rodas, for contumacious carriage
and cenfuring his orders: he did not touch at the Spice
Jﬂmds being in want of provnﬁous, and alfo apprehends.
mg that his men would not truft themfelves to his
management up the Straits. . About thirty leagues sbove
the mouth of the river de la Plata he found an ifland,
which he called St. Gabriel: here he anchored, and
rowing with the boats three leagues higher, difcovered a
river which he called'Sgn Salvador, very deep, and a
fafe harbour for l{hipvs. Here he brought up his veffels
and unloaded them, and then built a fort,  Advancing, |
in boats, thirty leaéues further, and perceiving the peo-
- ple of thofe fhores to be focial and rational, he ereCted
another fort, which he named Santi Spmtu, or the
Holy Ghoft, and that whcrem he had left fome of his
followers he called Cabot’s fort. Keeping along the-
greﬁ ftream, and difcovering {everal iflands and rivers in
his way, he now gained the river Paraguay Near this
quarter he found the natives employed in tillage, a cir-
cumhance he had never before witneffed in thofe reglous.
HG attempted to land, but was compelled to retirg,
James Garcia, who had been fent from Gallicia with
two veﬂ'.ls, on a voyage of dxfcqvery, and entirely un-
apprized
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apprized of Cabot’s route, entered the Plate. Garcia
had fent away his own fhip, which was the largeft, when
he came to an anchor at the place wherg Cabot’s veffels
was all ftationed. They foon joined company, and,
returned together to the fort of the Holy Ghoft, and
from ‘thence difpatched meflengers into Spain with an
account of their difcoveries; fpecimens of gold and filver,
the produce of the countries difcovered ; and requefting
2 good fupply of provifion, ammaunition, wares adapted to
traffic, and a recruit of men. The merchants, taking
the whole into confideration, refolved to pive up thefe
acquifitions to the king of Spain, as,better qualified to
fupport and eftablith them. The monarch acceded
readily to the offer; but was fo dilatory in recruiting
the adventurers, that Cabot, tired of his fituation, returned
to Spain in 1531. He was but coldly received at court.
His feverity to the vice-admiral and his affociates, he now:
faw, had made him too many enemies at home to leave
the leaft room to doubt from whence had arifen the
denial of fuccours, and the prefent indifference of the
monarch.

Towards the clofe of the reign of Henry VIII. Cabot
repaired to England, and fettled in Briftol; at the ine
{tance, it feems, of Mr. Thorne, an intimate friend of the
navigator, and an eminent merchant in that city, Ca-
bot had the good fortune to attrat the notice of theduke
of Somerfet, uncle to Edward VL. in the commence-
ment of that prince’s reign. Somerfet introduced him
to the young king, who became fincercly attached to
the feaman, and created for him an office equivalent to
that which he had enjoyed in Spain, with a penfion of
166/ 135. 44. He continued in high favour with

Mg Edward,
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Edward, who confulted him on all mercantile bufinefs,
and on every important naval expedition. In 1553 he
drew up the inftructions for the merchant-company
.about to embark for afcertaining a paffage by the north
to the Eaft Indies.

Cabot founded, and was by letters patent made go-
vernor for life of, the Ruffia company, in the firft year
. of queen Mary, who alfo continued to Cabot the penfion
granted to him by her predeceffor.  He was ever aclive
in the affairs of this company. On his flay at Grave-
fend, where he had been one day in April 1556, to at-
tend the departuse of a veffel employed in the Ruffia
trade, after' diftributing alms very liberally to the poor,
he caufed a grand entertainment to be made at the
Chriftopher, where, fuch were his natural franknefs and
gaiety, he entered himfelf into the dance. -« This,
except the renewing of his patent, is the laft circumf{tance
relating to Cabot that can be difcovered ; and as it is cer-
tain that a perfon of his temper could not have been idle,
or hisaltions remain in obfcurity, fo it is almoft certain,
that he died fome timein the next year, when, if not four-
fcore, he was at leaft confiderably upwards of feventy.”

Sebaftian Cabot, though defcended of an Italian fami-
ly, was by birth and affetions an Englithman. He is
entitled to a diftinguifhed place in the firflt rank of Bri-
tifh Naval Charalters. He was the moft {kilful feaman
of the times in which he flourifhed ; the firft who re-
marked the variation of the compafs, a point of the ut-
moft importance in navigation; and the difcoveries
which he made are undeniable teftimonials of his fpirit,
wifdom, and fortitude,

SIR
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SIR EDWARD POYNINGS.

THE reign of Henry VIL if we except the oc-
cafional extenfion of the royal power beyond the limits
confiftent with the juft liberty of the fubject, was pecu-
liarly fortunate to his people. He united the contend-
ing interefts of York and Lancafter, and thereby ter-
minated the horrors of civil war; and was generally re-
vered by his neighbours. He built the GreaT HarRryY,
the firft thip of the royal navy; for though he, as well
as his predeceflors, fitted out fome veflels, and hired
others, on every equipment of the marine force, he was
the firft who began to raife fuch a fufficient permanent
mavy as might be at all times found adequate to the de-
fence of the ftate, and prompt and efficacious to affert
the rights of his kingdom. Throughout the whole of
his government, the Englith navy exifted on a founda-
tion more refpeftable, as well as more powerful, than at
any previous period ¥,

Sir Edward Poymnus may be faxd to have flourithed
during the reign of this wife and refpeted monarch.
His anceftors, the de Poynings of Suffex, greatly diftin«
guithed themfelves under their refpetive fovereigns.

* ¢« The king forefaw an increafe of commerce would make larger veflels
ngc.effary, and therefore began to bwild, and let awg fuch to hire for the advan-
$age of, and by way of example to, his fubjects,”
ZN Sir
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Sir Edward’s father was Robert, a younger fon of lord
Robert Poynings, who died in 1469, leaving Edward,
then cleven' years of age, his fon and heir,

Though the crimes of Richard 1I1. had advanced him
to the throne of his murdered nephew, they could not
fecure to him the allegiance of the nation. Bucking-
bam, who really elevated the tyrant to this eminence,
was amongft the firft . who were found ready to depofe
the atrocious ufurper. ‘This duke being alliedto the
Lancaftrian family, and, as almoft invariably happens in
fimilar tranfations, feeling himfelf not rewarded ac-
cording to the nature and extent of his fervices to
Richard, very cordially acquiefced in the reftoration of
the houfe of Lancafter in the perfon of Henry earl of
Richmond, then in- a fort of honourable cuftody at the
cowt of Britanny. Sir Edward Poynings engaged
deeply in this {cheme; which was, however, apparently
fruftrated by the failure of Buckingham’s infurre&ions,
who was taken in a private houfe, to which he fled on
the difperfion of his Welthmen, and was immediately
executed at Salifbury. Sir Edward learnt the inaufpi-
cious event in time to evade its effe¢ts: he fled inftantly
into France, and there joined Richmond, who had juft
made an efcape no lefs critical from the hands of Peter
Landais, a mifcreant hired by Richard to affaffinate him
in Britanny. Charles VIiI. gave to Richmend thofe
fuccours for which he had vainly importuned at Bri-
tanny. With enly a few fh.ips, on board of which:
i_,verc two thoufand men, the ear! failed from Harfleur,
and difembarked at Milford Haven. Richard advanced
fmm Nottingham, and Richmond through Shrewfbury,
i{vllere he was joined by confiderable numbers. The

twa .
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two armies mct near Leicefter, where the battle of
Bofworth field foon decided their reciprocal claims:
Henry became king of England, Auguft the 22d, 1485,
and was erowned at London on the 30th of the enfuing
October, amidft the unfeigned congratulations of his
fubje@s. At his coronation, Henry inflituted a band
of fifty archiers, called yeomen of the guard; an inftitg-
tion which, while it added fplendoyr to the ceremony,
gave alfo fécurity to the perfon of the king. ' §ir Ed-
‘ward’ was appointed mafter of this guard towards the
fatter days of the fovereign, nunder the appellation of
knight for the king’s body. Regret is not to be excited
by the fate of Richad IIL ; it is, however, worthy ‘of
remark, that, had he not neglected his fleet, he might
loug have preferved to himfelf that crown he {o iniqui-
toufly acquired. = Richard made all his preparations by
land, when the flighteft nayal oppofition mufthave de-

terred Henry from fetting foot in his dominions, ‘and re- i

turned him with confufion upon France; it was, moft
probably, a knowledge of Richard’s deficiency in thig
quarter that induced Henry to undertake his invafion. :
Henry did not forget the perfons who adventured
themfelves in his caufe ; thofe firm and generous adhe~
rents to whom he ftood indebted for his crown. In
this feleCtion, fir Edward was made one of the privj
council ; and, in 1489, he was joined with fir Ralph
Willoughby, afterwards lord Broke, in the conduct of
troops fent to the affiftance of the duchefs of Britanny,

according to Henry's ftipulations with Maximilian,
Count Ravenftein, a rebellious fubjed of Maximilian,
furning pirate in 1492, fir Edward Poynings was feng
out to deftroy him. Raveuftein’s fitvation wasfound fuf-
’ ficiently
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ficiently ' formidable. He had fortified himfelf in the
town of Sluys, and had colleted together a confiderable
naval force for the defence of the port.  Poynings, while
confulting the meafures proper to be purfued, received
the fatisfatory intelligence that the duke of Saxony had
invefted Sluys by land, which determined him to befiege
it by fea. The principal ftrength of the befieged con-
fifted in two caftles, one of which Poynings attacked
twenty days fucceffively ; and had at length the good
fortune to take both, by fetting fire, in the night, to the
bridge of boats that formed the communication between
the caitles. The town was furrendered to the eleGor,
and its caftles were delivered up to the Englifh.

In 1495 fir Edward was appointed lord lieutenant of
Ireland ; he had, two years before, evinced fuch alacrity
in deteGting the impofture of Perkin Warbec, when
deputed to Flanders for that end by Henry, that the
king, as a fingular token of favour and confidence, now
entrufted to him the final fuppreflion of Perkin’s Irith
partifans, and the reformation of the conftitution of that
country. So effetive were his regulations, that Perkin
in vain effayed to acquire a fettlement; and, after
fecreting himfelf for fome time among the wild natives,
he was compelled to take fhelter in Scotland. But fir
Edward’s exertions went much further than the merc
expulfion of Perkin, and the entire fuppreflion of the
impoftor’s friends: he abfolutely combined the govern-
ment of Ireland with that of England, By that great
ftatute, which is known to this day by the title of Poyn-
iNG’s Law, < all the former laws of England were
made to be of force in Ireland; and no bill can be in-

troduced
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troduced into the Irith parliament, unlefs it previoufly
receive the fan@ion of the council of England.”

On the acceffion of Henry VIIL. which took place
in 1509, fir Edward Poynings is found ‘among the
new miniftry, and in the office qf comptroller. The
tribute given by the hiftorian to this miniftry is no fmall
praife to the individuals of whom it was compofed.
~—¢ Thefe men had long been accuftomed to bofinefs
under the late king, and were the leaft unpopular of all -
the minifters employed by that monarch.”  Sir Edward
did not lofe, under the aufpices of the fon, the favour
be had acquired under Henry VII. Already invefted
with the order of the garter, and made conftable of
Dover - Caftle, he was chofen, by Henry VIIIL
comptroller of his houfehold, numbered with the privy
council, made warden of the cinque ports, and continu-
ed in his conftablefhip of Dover Cattle.

In the year 1511 Henry became concerned for the
ftate of Flanders. Sir Edward Poynings was therefore
difpatched, with a choice body of troops, to affift the Bur-
gundians in repelling the duke of Gueldres: he met
with confiderable fuccefs; and returned with much
honour, and little lofs, to his native country. He was af-
terwards, in1 512, employed on an embafly to Maximilian.

Henry, young, fanguine, and ambitious, panted after
military glory; while the amazing treafures left by the
late king, together with a powerful and well-regulated
navy, were circumftances highly favourable to his de-
fires.  He had engaged in the great league againft Louis
XII. and although the deportmen: of Maximilian was
uniformly ambiguous and interefted, yet his refined
fubtilty and the projet of a conqueft of France, which

was
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was entertained by the Englifh monarch and ardenitly
feconded by Maximilian, induced Henry to augment
his confidence in his ally, and to rufh eagerly into the
frare thus fpread' for hope and credulity by that artful
politician. -y

Aboat April 1513 the firft detachmént’ of the' def
tined invafion paffed over to Calais; whither it was
followed, towards the end of June, by Henry and the
remainder of the expedition. Maximilian, who had
long difcerned the weak fide of his confederate, énlifted
himfelf in Heary’s fervice, wore the: crofs of St. George;

and received 4 hundred crowns a day 4§ ofie of Hig fub®.
jeGts-and captains.  Henry was fo blinded by this fineffe,
as to overlook Maximilian’s default in a very ferious par-
ticular. This pfince had received an advanceof 126,006
crowns frotn Henry, and-had promifed t6 reiriforce the
Swifs, who were to make an éffe€tual irruption into
Burgundy with 8coo men'; but utterly failed in the
performance of this engagement.  Henry arrived in
camp juft in time to obtain a decifive advantage over the
French forces fent to relieve Teroiiane, the ficge of

which fortrefs was already formed by thé earl of Shrewf- -
bury and lord Herbert. Inftead of purfuing the ¢éonfe-
quences of a vi€tory that had thrown Paris into general
confternation, and at an epoch whén her’ monarch was
in no condition to refift the power of his encies, Henry
returned to the feige of Teroiiane. But his movements
were, if poffible, ftill more inexcufable on the redu&ion
of the place befieged. By the advice of Maximillan, he
laid (eige to Tourriay. This city, though lying within
the Flemith frontiers, belonged to France; and Maxi-
, milian was heartily defirous of freeing his grandfon from
fo
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fo troublefome and dangerous a neighbour by the friend-
ly arms of his a]ly Having taken Tournay alfo, and
hearing of the retreat of the Swifs, Henry thought it
prudent to return home ; 2 meafure to which he was
alfo prompted by refleting on the advanced ftate of the
feafon, for it was now near the clofe of September.
Though this campaign was tardily began, the. king
might have reached Paris, had it been judicioutly pur-
fued, or had he not fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon
by the defigning counfels of Maximilian. Sir Edward
Poynings bore a principal fhare in the whole of thefe
tranfations, and was left to keep poffeffion of Tournay.

The fortrefs thus committed to Poynings being at
length ceded by treaty to the French, Sir Edward re-*
turned to his government of Dover Caftle; where, on
the 25th of May 1520, he had the honour to receive the
emperor Charles V. who landed on a vifit to Henry.
Charles had but recently afcended the imperial throne;
and learning that Francis, the French monarch, who
had been his competitor in the conteft for that diadem,
was arranging an interview with Henry, he refolved, by
making his previous refpe@s and infuring Wolfey’s fa-
vour, to counterat the fuppofed defigns of Fraricis; and
the fuccefs of his journey did not difappoint his expecs
tations.

In 1523 fir Edward Poynings fell a vi€tim to the
plague, which raged in England with great violence. By
Elizabeth, daughter of fir John Scot, he had only one
fon, who died in his life- time, but he left fevcral lllcgr<
mate children.
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SIR THOMAS KNEVET.

Avy that can be offered on the fubject of fir Thomas
Knevet’s origin is conjecture. He was probably a de-<
feendant of the Knevets of Norfolk ;' a branch of which
family, John Knivet, or Knevet, was chancellor and
keeper of the great feal in the reign of Edward IIL.  Sir
Thomas Knevet was mafter of the horfe to Henry V1II.

He was ordered to the coaft of Britanny, during the
fammer of 1512, with a fleet of forty-five fail ; carrying
with him fir Charles Brandon, fir John Carew, anda
number of the young nobility, who were earneftly and
equally defirous of exerting their naval abilities on this
occafion. They had fucceeded in committing various
ravages, when they were unexpefedly encountered by
Primauget, the French admiral, who fuddenly iffued from
Breft with thirty-nine fail. Primauget began the en-
gagement. Fire feized his fhip; and finding his pwn
deftrution inevitable, he bore down upon the veflel of
the Englith admiral, refolved that he fhould meet a
fimilar doom. Both fleets ftood for fome time in fuf-
pence, fpeators of this dreadful ftruggle. The horrot
of the flames, the cries of fury and defpair which pro-
ceeded from the miferable combatants, and the ghaftly
confternation of the furrounding feamen, who contem-
plated the difmal conteft, formed altogether a fcene of
indefcribable mifery. At laft the French veffel blew

¥ ups
4
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up, and at the fame time deftroyed the Englith. The
reft of the French fleet made their efcape into different
harbours. :

Thus perifhed fir Thomas Knevet—a loyal fubject, an
honourable citizen, and a zealous affertor of the naval
{uperiority of his country,

N SIR
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SIR EDWARD HOWARD, .
'LORD HIGH ADMIRAL.. .

THERE are not many families to whom confiderations
of refpeét and admiration are fo juftly due as to the
illuftrious line of the Howards: all that antiquity fo
remote as not to be afcertained ; all that patriotifm, va-
lour, genius, and exalted fervices can claim, is exacted
by the virtues, the talents, and the ations of this
noble houfe. Their firft recorded anceftor is Edward
Howard, judge of the court of common pleas in the
times of Edward 1. and his fucceflor Edward II. Hif-
tory has not been deficient in commemorating the cha-
ralter of this great man. He is reprefented as a man of
unblemifhed manners, great learning, becoming fe-
rioufnefs, indefatigable in duty, and of unimpeachable
integrity. By the favour of Edward IV. John, a de-
fcendant of this magiftrate, was made lord Howard;
afterwards, in the days of Richard III. he was advanced
to the dukedom of Notfolk; and he fell, in defence of
his laft patron, at Bofworth field.

Thomas, fon of John, was, notwithftanding  the
attachment of his parent, much favoured by Henry VII.
and foon reftored to the earldom of Surry, a diftintion
procured for him by his father from Richard III. but of
_ which he had been deprived by the viciffitudes of civil

8

war,
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war. Thomas muft be confidered the true founder of
his family’s profperity, -the great origin of their future
importance. He was almoft as highly eftimated by
Henry VIIL as by his predeceffor. He married Eliza-
beth, daughter and fole heir of fir Frederick Tilney,
and widow of Humphrey Bouchier lord Beners; from
which union he derived cight fons and three daughters,
among whom were fir Edward, and his brother; fir
Thomas Howard. On the death of Elizabeth, lord
Howard married Agnes, daughter of fir Philip Tilney,
and by her had two fons and four daughters.

Sir Edward Howard gave early proof of his attach-
ment to the naval interefts of his country. He was
with Poynings at the reduction of Sluys; though at that
period but a ftripling, he came with the hope of attain-
ing fome practical knowledge of a profeffion wherein he
afterwards fo greatly excelled.  The judgment, a&ivity,
and courage, which he on this occafien difplayed, pro-
cured him the ‘applaufes of his beft officers, and opened
to them pleafing expe@ations of his future fame.
Indeed, his knighthood was conferred on him by
Henry VIL in confideration of his condu& at
Sluys.

Henry VIII appointed fir Edward his ftandard-tearer;
a poft of great honour, and never conferred but.upon
charalters of fingular worth and bravery. The king
further augmented fir Edward’s reputation, by con-
ftituting him lord high admiral of England. Howard
was advanced to this dignity March the 1gth, 1513;and
Henry, by an indenture, dated April the 8th, granted to
fir Edward Howard the following allowance for the
fupport of his new rank : ¢ For his own maintainance,

: N2 diet,
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diet, wages, and rewards, ten fhillings a day.  For each
of the captains, on the like accounts, one thilling and
fixpence a day. And for every foldier, mariner, and
gunner, five fhillings a month for his wages, and five
thillings for his vi&uals, reckoning eight and twenty
days in the month.”

Barton, a famopis Scet, having leng committed aéts
of piracy on our coafls, with two ftout thips, which he
had fitted out under colour of revenging himfelf on the
Portuguefe, fir Edward, accompanied by fir Thomas
Howard his brother, were difpatched in queft of the
pirates. They fell in with them off the Goodwin fands,
on their return from Flanders to Scotland. As the
force was equal, the conteft became exceeding hot.
Barton fought defperately, and, when reduced ta ex-
tremity by the wounds he had received, he encouraged'
his men, by means of a boatfwain’s whiﬁvlc, to his-
lateft breath, The pirates were conduéted to London,
buf difmiffed, by Henry’s clemency, to their nativg
land. Scotland complained of this a& as an infradtion
of fubfifting treaties, but Henry replied, ¢¢ That to pu-
nith pirates was no infraftion of treaties between
princes,””  After convoying the duke of Dorfet into
Spain, Howard cleared the coafts of Britanny, and was
prefent at that dreadful engagement recorded in the life
of Knevet.

The fpring of 1513 is replete with naval tranfattions.
Heary had long cherifhed the intention of invading
France; and, purpofing to pafs over to Calais in the
prefent fummer, gave orders to the lord admiral to equip
a competent fleet, and clear the feas. . This armament,
amounting to forty-two fail, left England in the month

of
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of April. Howard found the French in Breft, waiting
for a reinforcement of f{ix gallies which were daily ex-
pedked from the Mediterranean under Pregent.  Finding
it an hopelefs attempt to attack the enemy in that fitua-
tion, he made a feint of landing at a little diftance, by
which he drew the eremy from the harbour, entered
Breft, and ravaged the country in fight of its caftle:
Pregent, meantime, arrived, and placed himfelf in
Conquet, in a fiuation which he confidered perfetly
fecure. He was at anchor between two rocks, on each
of which fteod a ftrong fort, and lay fo far up the bay,
that it was with extreme difficulty the Englith admiral
could bring any of his fhips to the attack. Having two
gallies in his fleet, he chofe one, and committing the
other to lord Ferrers, with no other affiftance than two
barges and two boats, entered the bay of Conquet,
April the 25th. It was a maxim of Howard’s, that no
admiral was good for any thing that was not even brave
to a degree of madnefs. He immediately faftened on
Prégent’s thip, and leaped on board, attended by Carroz,
a Spaniard, and feventeen feamen, The cable that linked
him to Prégent being foon cut, Howard was left grap-
pling with the French, and wds finally pufhed over-
board in the ftruggle, and was drowned. Ferrers
feeirlg the ftate of the admiral’s galley; and having éx-
pended his fhot, withdrew from the fcene; and the ge-
neral dejeétion of the Englifh now rendered it moft
prudent to return liome, without attempting any thing
further againft Pregent.

Though the charalter of the admiral muft un-
doubtedly have prompted him to exertions of the moft
confummate valour, he would have a&ed more circum-

N3 fpeéily,



182 ' SIR EDWARD HOWARD. ,

{pe&ly, but for fome occurrences on fhore. So little
did he'doubt of the utter extirpation of the French fleet,
that he wrote to court, apprifing the king of his fitua-
tion, and exi‘lorting him to come. and take upon himfelf
the glory of the achievement.. Others were not fo
fanguine, and Howard received an anfwer ordering him
to do his duty in a ftyle of unmerited reproach. The
reply took deep root in Howard’s breaft, and, perhaps,
urged him to a defperate attempt, The. only account
afterwards colleGted from his own men amounted
merely to this: they faw him take his whiftle and the
chain of gold nobles from his neck, and then throw them
into the fea, that they might not fall into the poﬂ'e{ﬁon
of the enemy,

Sir Edward Howard was in all refpets a very eftima-
ble man; a brave and intelligent feaman : he was alfoa
good foldier; an able and upright ftatefman; and an -
amiable private charalter. He fell in the flower of his
age, April the 25th, 1513; and it was fortunate for
Henry, that the lofs of an admiral, which might at one
timg have been irreparable, could now be fupplied from
the fame ftock which had produced the meritorious
fir Edward, Foreign potentates entertained an high
opinion of fir Edward Howard. ¢ And furcly, deareft
brother,” fays the king of Scots, in a letter to Henry VIIL.
May the 14th, 1513, * we think more lofs is to you of
the late admiral, who deceafed to his grcat honour,
than the advamage might have been in winning all thg
French gallies.”

SIR






A  A tg
2 2L

HOWARD LORD HIGH ADMIRAL

Publfed. ] Tuly.1800.by. Edw. Harding 98.Fall Mall.



(183 )

SIR THOMAS HOWARD,

AFTERWARDS
EARL OF SURRY AND DUKE OF NORFOLKX,

LORD HIGH ADMIRAL, .

WHEN complaints were preferred to the privy
council of the practices of the Scottith pirates, the great
duke of Norfolk,the father of Edward and Thomas,
declared the narrow feas fhould not be fo infefted
while he had eftate enough to furnith a fhip, or a fon
capable of commanding it.  Sir Thomas Howard was
a worthy defcendant of fuch a father, ‘and an inheritor
of his brother’s merit. It will be recollefted that he
affifted his brother in his memorable conteft with
Barton, but there are peculiarities belonging to the
engagement which were naturally referved for the life
of fir Thomas Howard. The two fhips, it is conceived,
were fitted out at the expence of the duke of Norfolk.
This conjeCture is fantioned by the duke’s declaration
in council, and the alacrity difplayed by the brothers it
the execution of it. Had they entered upon the en-
terprize 'By royal commiffion, it is probable that not
two fhips, but a {quadron, as was cuftomary, would
have been affigned to them on the occafion. Befides

they needed no commiffion; for pirates being hoftes
N4 humani
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humani generis, ¢ the enemies of mankind,” every man

is at liberty to act againft them; and on this principle’
king Henty afterwards juftified the adtion. The bro- -
thers were feparated by a ftorm, in confequence of

which Thomas firft engaged Barton in the Lior. In

this fituation he had nearly accomplithed his victory,

whén Edward came up, and encountered the confort

fhip. The Lion was adjudged to be the prize of

Thomas; but any comparifon between the exertions

of the brothers in this altion would be invidious and

unjuft,

Sir Thomas Howard, on his return from accompany-
ing the duke of Dorfet againft Guyenne, learnt the
melancholy cataftrophe of his brother Edward, Neither
the fame he had acquired in condu&ing back the
troops employed in that unfortunate difpute, nor the
intelligence of himfelf being appointed lord high ad-
miral, in place of his deceafed brother, could render him
unmindful of the lofs of fo near and fo diftinguifhed a
relative. The thief pleafure he appears to have derived
from his laft appointment originated in the hope, that
it would fpeedily afford him both the means and oc-
cafion of revenging his brother’s death. In this hope
he was not deluded. Pregent, fluthed with his recent
fuccefs, landed fome men in Suffex, who pillaged the
country.  Sir Thomas put dire@ly to fea; and having
fcoured the channel, fo that not a French bark would
venture to appear, landed in Whitfand bay, pillaged the
places adjacent, and burnt a confiderable town. The
admiral, after thus clearing the feas, convoyed Henry
and his preparations to Calais, on his long-meditated
irruption into France.

‘While
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While Henry was amufing himfelf with the flatteries
of Maximilian, James IV. made a ferious incurfion
into England.  But the Howards quickly iitipeded his
progrefs.  Sir Thomas landed five thoufand men at
Alawick, to the affiftance of his noble father, whe was
proceeding againft James, They fent their herald to
the Scottith king, who was particularly inftruted by
the admiral toinform that monarch, ¢ T hat whereas he
could not meet with any of the Scottifh thips at fea, he
thought fit to land, to the end that he might juftify fir
Andrew Barton’s death ;”’ adding, ¢ that, as he looked
for no merey from his enemies, fo he would fpare none
but the king only, if he came into his hands ; and to
make all this good, that he would be in the van-guard
of the battle.”” The Howards were not unrewarded by
Henry : their father, who had till now been only earl
of Surry, was made duke of Norfolk, and fir ‘Thomas
was created earl of Surry. This battle, called that of
Flodden field, wherein the Scottith king and the flower
of his nobility were flain, was fought the 8th of Sep-
tember 1513.

During the fhort interval of peace that followed
thefe tranfa&ions, Ireland affumed a troubléfowe cha-
ralter ; the miffion of a new lieuténant became indifpen=
fable, and fir Thomas Howard, then carl of Surry, was
delegated. His affiduity and talents recovered the au-
thority * of government, .and had no lefs fuccefs in
conciliating the minds of the fubje®t. He left every
thing on its legal foundation; fupprefled Delmond’s
rebellion, lowered the O’Neals and O’Carrols; and re-
turned to England with a reputation very defervedly
augmented by the folid advantages which both nations

had
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had experienced under his adminiftration.” Wolfey’s
jealoufy is affigned as the immediate caufe of Surry’s
recall : diffenfions had long prevailed between the car-
dinal and the Howards; Wolfey grew alarmed at the
increafing honour of this connexion, and their probable
afcendancy in the political fcale.

Pretexts were not wanting to veil the real motives of
the niinifter ; a new war had broke ont with France, in
the profecution of which it was averred the abilities of
the admiral would be of the firft moment. France had
perpetrated her accuftomed infults on the Englifh coaft
before Howard was called into altion. The admiral
firft applied himfelf to remedy this evil, which he did
effe&tually, by difpatching his vice-admiral, Fitzwilliams,
to guard the narrow feas. On the 4th of December,
1522, Surry was appointed lord treafurer.

The new war had been kindled in confequence of a
treaty lately concerted between Henry and the emperer,
Charles V. Henry was deluded into this alliance by
cardinal Wolley, whom Charles had fecured to his in-
terefts under a promife of raifing him to the papacy,
agreed to join his forces to thofe of Charles, and en-
gaged the admiral in equipping the ftipulated naval fuc-
" cours, at the time when Fitzwilliams was deputed to
guard the coafts.  Surry was then, by a patent from
Charles, made gfeat admiral of the combined fleets. He
proceeded to the coatt of Normandy, and landing fome
forces near Cherbourg, wafted and deftroyed the coun-
try ; after which he returned. This retreat was a mere
feint : the admiral landed in a few days on the fhores of
Bretagne a large body of troops, with which he took
and plundercd Morlaix ; and having opened a paffage for

the
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the Englifh forces into Champaign and Picardy, and
gained a valuable booty, he returned to Southampton,
leaving a ftrong fquadron under the vice-admiral to pro-
te&t the merchants and fcour the feas.  Charles V. who
+ad been fome time in England, embarked, on Sqrry’s
return, on board the admiral’s thip, and was fafely con-
voyed to the port of St. Andero, in Bifcay.

In 1525 died the great and good duke of Norfolk,
the admiral’s father. Norfolk lived long enough to be.
thoroughly difgufted with the cares of office, and the
contentions of courts: and died in time to aveid a fight
of that precipice over which the ambitious felfithnefs of
the nobility, aided by the feeble jealoufies of the old king,
had nearly precipitated his children. Surry, on his fa-
ther’s demife, was entrufted with the fole command of an
army againft Scotland; in the ¢onduck of thjs enterprife
he was attended with his ufual fuccefs. In 1526 he
was appointed one of the commiffioners to treat with
France.

But the fall of Wolfey approached. Sufpetted by
his mafter, envied and hated by lhis peers, and univerfally
decried by the people, this mighty minifler was at length
deftined to undergo the fevereft trials that could poffibly
arife to a man of his ambition, opulence, and renown.
Of thofe who accelerated the ruin of Wolfey, cone
were more powerful, none more inveterate, than the
Howards. The cardinal had uniformly conducted him-
felf with fingular afperity towards this family, which
provoked from them a warm retaliation. Surry was one
‘of the firlt to fubferibe the articles which were framed
againft this extraordinary perfonage ; and when it was
gonfulted among the lords, to what place he fhould be

banifhed,
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baniflied, the duke of Norfolk named York, the car-
dinal's fee, 2ddiig to Cromwell, who was chofen 1o
convey the order to Wolfey, on finding that the mi-
fillter made no Hafte to obey it, ¢ Tell him farther,
that if he get not away, I will war him with thefe
teeth.” i '

Henry effeéted an  intétview with the Frénch king
in 1533 in this feene the duke agted a confiderable part.
He was again in France, in the latter part of the year,
to wrge with the pape, the emperor, and the king of
Frahce, the necceflity of granting Henry a divorce
from the queen. Theére is ho doubt that Norfolk con-
ducted this conference in a way perfectly acceptable t6
his rogal mafter, fince ht was amongft the firlt of the
nobility who had figned 2 declaration to his holinefs,
+ wherteby they gave him 4 modeft intimation, that the
allowance of his fupremacy here would bé endangered
in cafe he did not comply with king Heary.”

Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, refigning the office
of ear] marfhal, the king appointed the duke of Norfolk-
his fucceffer, May the 28th, 1534: about the fame time
he alfo nominated him viceroy of Ireland, “T'owards the
clofe of the year, Norfolk made another fiuitlefs jour-
ney into France o the {ubjed of the divorce.

Great political changes are mofly accompanied with
violence; nor is it to be expeéted that a revolution in
the religious creed of a people {hould be cffe@ed without
refiftance.  But the overthrow of the papal power, the
fapprefiion of the monafteries, the execution of the moft
eminent Englifh catholics, the public expofition of fe-
cret hiftories of nuns and friars, formed all together, at
the age wherein it was exerted, fuch an effort of un-

paralleled
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paralleled authority, that the confequent tumults it ex+
cited, though exhibiting a temporary terror, will appear
to have fallen far thort of the caufes in which they
originated. The firft oppofition made to the king’s
proceedings  in  Lincolnthire, hardly deferves that
defcription: a more formidable oppofition, but al-
moft as fhort-lived as the firft, was now attempted
in the north. This infurreGion was called the pilgrimage
of grace. Like the tumultuary and ill appointed cam-
motions fo often entered upon by the populace in times
of unufual events, this vanithed before the regular
movements of the king’s general, the duke of Norfolk.
Other_jnfurgents made fome efforts, but never could
mufter an adequate force. Henry himfelf always enter-
tained a contemptuous opinien of thefe fumults: he tells
them, in a proclamation, that they ought no more to.
pretend to form a judgment of government, than a bliad
man of colonrs. ¢ And we,” he adds, * with our whole
council, think it right ftrange that ye, who be but
brates and inexpert folk, do take upon you to appoint
us who be meet or not for our council.”

Henry, having concluded a hafty peace with the
Scots, pafled again into France, in 1544 : he had con-
certed this invafion with the emperor; the two princes
were to enter on the campaign with one hundred thou-
fand men, Heury by Calais, and Charles from ths
Low Countries. Had they fucceeded, nothing fhort of
the deftrugtion of Francis, and the French monarchy,
would have enfued. Norfolk, with his fon Henry,
earl of Surry, teok part in this enterprize: the war
opened in July, and terminated In September, un-

attended



190 SIR THOMAS HOWARD,

attended by any” a&tion of moment, or any acquifition
of utility. -

Numerous and powerful as were the fervices which
the Howards had rendered to Henry, there were alfo
many caufes which counteradted their merits in the
breaft of that prince.  Unfortunately he married Cathe-
rine Howard, niece to the prefent duke of Norfolk ; and
her condué, in the opinion of the king, refleéted dif-
grace on all her relations. To the difguft which her
behaviour had excited in Henry, were added caufes of
diflike p-erfonally affeCting the duke. Norfolk was too
powerful and too popular a fubject; firong rumours
were circulated of his attachment to the Romifh efta-
blithment; and, finally, he ftood allied to the throne.
His fon Henry, earl of Surry, unhappily rendered
himfelf ftill more obnoxious to his mafter. In the
warmth and unfufpicioufnefs of youth, he is faid to have
dropped fome unguarded intimations, which, whether
true or not, were afliduoufly forwarded to the manarch,
of a with to marry the lady Mary, who afterwards
afcended the throne. Thefe motives acted fo violently
on the jealous temper of the king, and were fo vehe-
mently enforced by the enemies of Norfolk, that pri-
vateorders were fuddenly iffued for the arreft of that peer,
together with his fon the earl of Surry; and they were
accordingly lodged in the tower in December 1546.

Wit and learning, qualities in which the young ear}
highly excelled, though exerted with the utmoft promp-
titude and acutenefs by him during his trial, could not
_avert his determined doom. He - was beheaded on
Tower-hill, January the 19th, 1547. His father’s

attainder
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attainder was expeditioufly obtained from a parliamen
fummoned for that purpofe; he was tried, and condemn-
ed unheard, and orders were iffued for his execution
on the morning of the 2gth of January ; when the death
of the king, happening on the evening of the 28th, re-
ferved him to a more peaceful end.. He furvived till the
commencement of Mary’s reign in 1554.

The charadker of fir Thomas Howard is fufficiently
illuftrated in his life. He was brave in war, prudent in

council, loyal to his king, and highly ferviceable to his
country.

WILLIAM
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WILLIAM FITZWILLAMS,
EARL OF SOUTHAMPRTON.

o e s s s et

Wirriam Frrzwitriams fprang fiom William
Fitzgodric, who flourifhed in the time of Henry IL
His fon Thomas changed Godric for Williams, and
thus, in lieu of Fitzgodric, became Fitzwilliams. A de-
feendant of this houfe was city recorder during the thort
reign of Edward V. An anecdote is related of this
Fitzwilliams truly honourable to his charafer, and
which refle@s no fmall credit on his progeny. When
Buckingham had convened the citizens of London at
Guildhall, in order tofound them relative to the ufurpa-
tion of Richard IIL. and in hopes they would declare
for the tyrant, he found that eloquence to which he had
trufted entirely loft on the obdurate honefty of the
Londoners. No fhout of ¢ God fave king Richard 1"
no t¢ftimony of popular approbation crowned his artful
harangue ; unlefs the filence which fo awfully prevailed
mightbe taken for confent. Turningabout to the mayor,
he afked him the reafon of this filence. ¢ Perhaps (faid
the mayor) they do not underftand your grace.” Buck-
ingham renewed his eloquence, and was againas filently
received. ¢ 1 now fee (faid the mayor) the caufe: the
citizens are not accuftomed to be harangued by any but
their recorder, and know not how to anfwer a perfon of

6 your
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your grace’s quality.”  The recorder Fitzwilliams was
then commanded to urge the principal topics upon which
Buckingham had in vain expatiated. But as Fitzwil-
liams felt heartily inimical to the bufinefs, "he performed
his office with fuch relutance, and took fuch pains to
inform the people that what he faid proceeded not from
himfelf, but from the duke, that his grace found him-
felf compelled anew to addrefs the multitude, which he
did in concife and plain terms: but the citizens perfe-
vered in their difaffection to Richard: a few apprentices
were at laft incited to join Gloucefter’s fervants in the
fecble and defpicable cry ¢ God fave king Richard !”
And Buckingham declared, that the favour of the nation
was now manifefted towards the perfon of Richard III.
late duke of Gloucefter.

Sir Thomas Fitzwilliams married Lucia, daughter and
co-heir to Nevil, marquis Montacute, by whom he had
two fons, Thomas, flain at the battle of Flodden; and
this William, who became carl of Southampton. = As
Willam was a younger fon, he began early to reflect on
circumftances which unavoidably impelled him to ac-
tivity ; and he chofe the naval fervice, as the faireft and
moft certain method of raifing himfelf into favour and
fortune. Important changes had recently been made in
this profeffion. ' Whatever were the defects of Henry VIIL.
his attention to the naval interefts of his country entitle
him to the gratitude of every Englifhman.  He was the .
firft of our princes who can be faid to have inflituted a
RovaL Navy; for though his father, Henry VIL. paid
fingular attention to this important concern, and fuch as
fairly procured to him the honourable applaufes of pof-
terity, yet it was referved for the fon to have the glory
of improving and eftablithing the great fource of ou

O fafety,
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fafety, rsiches, and grandeur, the naval faperiority of
this country. 'When the Sovereign, the largeft thip at
that time in our pofleffion, blew up with Knevet, the
king inftantly. repaired the lofs, by building Henry
Grace de Dien, a fhip of ftill greater magnitude. = From
the Conquett to this period there was no fixed »nd per-
manent naval force: the cinque ports and maritime
towns fitted out, upon application, their quota of {hips,
which, after meeting at a certain rendezvous, ranged
under the royal authority. It is not neceffary to dwell
on the imperfeétions of this mode of procuring a pub-
lic navy. Sometimes no force could be procured in any
degree adequate to the urgency of the occafion, and
that which was obtained often ferved with reluance,
and without vigour. Sometimes an admiral was felf-
appointed ; at others he was elefted by the people ; and
at another time, he was chofen and conftituted by his
Tovercign. Henry remedied all thofe-evils. He built,
or colleéted, a royal navy; founded a navy-office; fixed
falaries for his admirals, vice-admirals, captains, and fea-
men ; fo that, by the wifdom of his regulations, and the
munificence of his protetion, the naval fervice became
2 diftin& and regular profeffion, and has ever fince been
furnithed with an illuftrious feries of officers.

Thereis abundant reafon for believing that fir William
Fizwilliams began his career of glory at an early period of
his life, though no hiftories now mention the nature of
his youthful exploits. - In 1511, near the commence-
ment of the reign of Henry VIII. he was appointed one
of the efquires of the king’s body. He was foon after-
wards in the engagement off Breft, where he received a
dangerous wound; but this accident did not prevent

him
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him from aflifting the fiege of Tournay. In acknow-
ledgment of his merits, Henty conferrcd o him the ho-
nour of knightheod.

In the fpring of 1522 fir William acquired the ftation
of vice-admiral, and puttirg to fea, retrieved the lofles of
the merchants upon the French. He performed a fer-
vice of the fame nature early in the next feafon, This
condu&t highly ingratiated him with the mercantile
world; nor was his royal malter lefs fenfible of the
abilities and exertions of the vice-admiral, for he ob-
tained of Henry, in the courfe of 1521, large grants of
thofe eftates forfeited to the crown by the attainder of
the duke of Buckingham. Hitherto fuccefs attended
his operations, and if alacrity in preparation, and vigour
and underftanding in executing the commands of his
country, could infare a profperous iffue, fir William had
never failed of the fulleft extent of the defigns entruftcd
to his conduct. .

He had recently returned from an embafly into
France, when he received orders to afford the accuftom-
ed protetion to our trade, to moleft the enemy, but
particularly to way-lay the duke of Albany, who was
daily expected to pafs with French fuccours to Scotland.
Commerce found no reafon to lament a mifplaced con-
fidence in her gallant friend the vice admiral, and it is
much to be regretted that he experienced not that good
fortune in intercepting Albany which cver attended him
in his exertions to proteét the valuable acquifitions of
trade. The fleet affigned him for this fervice, con-
fifted of but eight-and-twenty fail. With thefe he had,
however, the fatisfaction of chafing twelve Frenchmen,
which formed a part of Albany’s fleet, and had a number

(07 of
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of the great Scottith nobility on board, into Dieppe,
with the lofs of two of their fquadron. The duke
meanwhile, fecing it impoffible to attempt his paffage
while Fitzwilliams was at fea, feigned to relinquith
his defign, throwing his troops into quarters, and
difperfing the tranfports, Unhappily this firatagem
fucceeded too well with the Englifh commander. The
vice-admiral, having fcoured the French coals, and fe-
cured confiderable booty, returned home; while Albany
putting to fea, about the middle of September 1523,
efcaped to the place of his deftination,

During the year following, 1524, fir William was
preferred to be captain of Guines caftle, in Picardy,
and in the courfe of the fame year appointed treafurer
of the king’s houfehold. One circumftance will place
in a convincing light the intereft that he had gained
with theking. Fifher, Bifhop of Rochefter, faid in the
houfe of lords, ¢¢ That nothing now would ferve with
the commons but the ruin of the church.”” * Both the
king and the commons were much offended by the
bifhop’s obfervation; but Fitzwilliams, who alone pof-
feffed great influence with the parties offended, found
means to mediate the quarrel.

In 1537, on returning from another French embafly,
in which he had conduted matters in a manner pecu-
liarly acceptable to Henry, he was raifed to the dignity
of admiral of England: he already held the offices of
treafurer of the houféhold, and chancellor of the dughy
of Lancafter; he was, befides, knight of the garter,
Henry did not here paufe in his favour towards him:
hewwas fhortly after created earl of Southampton, and
made lord privy feal. He appears to have been one of
the firft feamen raifed to the honours of the peerage.

In
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In 1539 the earl of Southampton was fent with a
fleet of ffty fail, to bring home the princefs Ann of
Cleves, to whom Henry was married; January the 6th,
1540. !

His conftitation was now evidently broken ; he even
made a will, whereby he bequeathed the king his beft
collar of the garter, and his rich George fet with
diamonds; yet the continual intimations that he felt of
his approaching diffelution could not damp the ac-
cuftomed ardour of his difpofition.

¢ Age had not quench’d one fpark of manly fire.”

He was not te be reftrained from participating in the
war which broke out between England and Scotland in
1542. But having accompanied the duke of Norfolk as
far as Newcaftle, overcome by the fatigue, he could pro-
ceed no more. 'The duke commanded his banner to be
borne, as it had hitherto been, in the front of the armv,
during the remainder of the expedition.

Fitzwilliams had no iffue by his countefs Mabel,
daughter of lord Clifford, and fifter to Henry, the firft
earl of Cumberland. He left, however, an illegitimate’
fon, Thomas, who affumed the name of Fitzwilliams,
alias Fifher.

03 JOHN
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Joun Dubrey, afterwards, fucceflively, vifcount
Lifle, earl of Warwick, duke of Northumberland, and
lord high Admiral, was elder fon of the memorable Ed~
mund Dudley, co-partner with Emplon, during the lat-
ter years of Henry VII. Thefe minifters, by their affi-
duity in the fervice of Henry VIL. incurred that popu-
lar refentment to which they were politically facrificed
under the reign of his fucceffor. In the third year of
Henry V11, one yearafter his father’s execution, young
Dudley was, however, reftored to the blood and eflates
of the attainted parent.  John was about eight years of
age when, on the petition of his guardian, Edward
Guildford, efq. this reftitution tock place.

He was knighted in 1494 ; 'in 1535 he was appointed
mafter of the tower armoury ; and, on the arrival of Ann
of Cleves in 1539, he was made mafter of the horfe to
that princefs. On the 12th of March, 1 543, he was
created vifcount Lifle. In the courfe of the fame year
Henry VIII. conferred on him the rank of lord high
admiral. ;

War being determined on againft Scotland in 1544,
the earl of Hertford, affifted by the lord admiral, was
ordered to invade that realm. Lifle failed with one hun-

dred
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dred fhips from Newcaftle to Leith, where he difem-
barked the troops early in May. The land forces ef-
fected great devaftation, and then retreated fecurely to
Berwick, while the admiral ‘burst Leith, and ravaged
the Scottifh coafts.

But, as Henry’s proje&s required this force in another
direction, peace was foon granted the Scots, and Lifle
inftru&ted to attend the operations of the war with
France. The duke of Suffolk had lain fiege to Bou-
logne; the reduction of this place feemed important ;
and the admiral therefore haftened to accelerate its cap~
ture. Long invefted by fuperior forces on the land, and:
now blocked up by the Englith commander at fea, Bou-
logne furrendered September 14, 1544.

The king of France could not fubmit tamely to this
defeat. He colle@ed a powerful navy, which, under
the orders of D’Annebault, his admiral, and aided by
five and twenty gallies from the Mediterranean, com-
manded by Paulin; baron de la Garde, failed for the
Englifh coafts. Francis, untemittingly employed in
concerting the recovery of Boulogne, determined, till
the requifite preparations were accomplifhed, that his
fleets {hould make fome attempts on the Britith thores
as fome return for the lofs of that fortres. Juft as this
force was about to proceed on its deftination, the admi-
ral’s fhip blew up * ; this accident, according to the fu-

* This fhip, called the Carracon, had (according to Bellay) 100 large brafs
cannon on board : but they muft have been very fmall, when proportioned to
what are now diftinguifhed by that appellation, as he allows that the Carracon
was only of eight bundred tons burden.  Yet, it is equally clear that fhe'was-
the ftouteft thip of the French navy. A contemporary writer affures us, that
fhe appeared like a caffle among the other fhips of the fleet, and that fhe had
nothing to fear at fea but fire and rocks.

0 4 perftitious
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perftitious genius of the times, might have been expe&-
ed to damp the ardour of the French ; but they follow-
ed up their defigns, apparently undifmayed by the cala-
mity : they mét, however, with little fuccefs in the ex-
pedition.

The next year, 1546, they refumed their defign upon
Boulogne. Lifle, the lord admiral, had been conftituted
lieutenant of Boulogne,  and was left to fecure its de-
fence. In this fituation he bravely contended with the
dauphin, ‘who, at the head of 52,000 men, repeatedly
affaulted the place. Though the walls were much
fhattered, and the French had once effected an entrance,
a refolute fally drove them from this laft advantage, with
the lofs of 800 of their beft troops. Hearing of their re-
cent vifit to England, he likewife put to fea, and, land-
ing fome forces in Normandy, took ample revenge.
Each fide had now grown weary of the conteft: Lifle
was therefore empowered to negociate with the French
commiflioners of peace; and a treaty, the refult of this
negociation, was concluded between the two nations,
near Guifnes, June 4, 1546.

Henry VIII. did not long furvive the termination of
his French campaigns. He died on the night of the 28th
of January, 1547, leaving the lord admiral, who had at-
tained to great favour, one of his fixteen executors,

The admiral’s charater had now a full opportunity of
difplaying itfelf. Finding that Somerfet, young Ed-
ward’s protetor, was deficient in capacity and courage ;
that he was weak, credulous, and fufpicious, he foon in-
granated himfelf into the confidence of that minifter,
refolving to ereét in him the ladder by which he fhould
: (s =% mount,
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mount, imperceptibly, to'the firft offices of government.
His prefent influence and popularity were fuch as to
warrant thefe gigantic projeéts. ¢ He was the minion
of that time; fo as few things he attempted, but he
achieved with honour ; which made him the more proud
and ambitious. Generally, he always increafed both in
eflimation with the king, and authority amongft the no-
bility.” This year, 1547, he was made earl of War-
wick, an honour which he cluimed by his defcent, on
the maternal fide, from Margaret, elder daughter and
co-heir of Richard Beauchamp earl of Warwick. Nearly
at the fame time he was appointed to the truft of lord
high chamberlain.  With- his title he alfo obtained the

grant of Warwick caftle, and of the annexed lands.
War with Scotland, and a rebellion in Norfolk, are
among(t the leading features of the firft years of the reign
of Edward V1. and from both thefe events did Warwick
reap a new acceffion to his power. On' the redu@ion
of Ket’s infurretion, he was again made lord adiiral ;
and in 1550, the year following, as a farther recom-
pence of his fervices, he was advanced to be fteward of
the houfehold. ~ Such a quick accumulation of honours
and riches only extended the views of their poffeffor.
He is accufed of having fet no bounds to his thirft after
power, and of having paufed in no ftep that might ter-
minate in the gratification of his défires.  To Warwick
are attributed the beginnings and progrefs of that conten-
tion between the prote&tor and his brother, which ended
in the deftru&ion of lord Thomas Seymour. And to
him is alfo affigned the {ubfequent ruin of the prote&or.
Such, in truth, appears to have been the nature of his
proceedings,
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proceedings, that they cannot be juftified even by the
moft refined policy.

His intrigues were, however, interfperfed with aCtions
of a more eftimable kind. During the profecution of
thefe political defigns, he difcharged feveral fituations of
importance with his accuftomed ability and fuccefs ; and
his rewards kept pace with his merits. On the 20th of
April, 1551, he was conftituted earl marfhal; and on
the 11th-of OCtober, the fame year, created duke of
Northumberland.

"the {chemes fo long in preparation took at length
their deftined effet. Somerfet, the prote&or, was ar-
réigued, tried, and condemned of various treafonable in=
tentions towards the young monarch, and immediately
beheaded on tower hill.  But Edward did not long fur-
vive thefe tumultuous tranfaions. It has been afferted,
and it is probably true, that he never forgave himfelf
the confenting to the execution of his uncle, the pro-
teCtor; and that the impreflion of this event, on his
young and fecling mind, accelerated his end. North-
umberland watched the declining days of this amiable
prince, with an anxiety proportioned to the ufe that he
defigned to make of his demife. When Edward’s fate
became no longer doubtful, he married his fourth fon,
Guilford Dudley, to lady Jane Grey, elder daughter of
Henry duke of Suffclk by, Frances, daughter to Mary,
fecond fifter to Henry VIII. But the meafure remain-
ed yet imperfet, unlefs Mary, the lineal fucceffor of
Edward, weré fecured. - The princefs was then at fome
diftance from court; and her dying brother was induced
towrite to her, and requeft her attendance in his ficknefs.

She
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She accordingly made preparations to that effect; and had
almoft reached London, when fhe was informed of the
real intention of the king’s friends
Edward now breathed his lalt; and the lady Jane was
proclaimed queen. Mary, mean time, warned of the
plans of her adverfaries, ,was not lefs altive in procuring
adherents. Norwich firft recognized and afferted her
rights, and was fpeedily fupported in this meafure by the
counties of Buckingham and Northumberland. The
earl, who advanced hotftilely to meet Mary, was foon in~
duced, by the coldnefs of his followers and the increafe
of his foes, to abandon all hope'of fupporting his daugh+
ter-in-law, the lady Jane. He returned to Cambridge,
_ 'where, attended by the mayor and the earl of- North-
ampton, though deflitute. of herald or trumpet, he pro-
claimed queen Mary in the market place, throwing up
his cap in token of his extreme joy, and in expeQation
of reconciling himfelf to his rightful fovereign. This
fervility very defervedly procured him no favour in the

eyes of Mary. He was the next day arrefted ; then tried 5

and exccuted on tower hill, Augplt 22, 1553. His re~

mains were intesred in the tower church by John Cock,

an old fervant, whofe gratitude induced him to petition
~ Mary for his mafter’s body, that he might make fome
return to his lord, dead, from whom he had received fo
many favours, while living,

At the place of execution Northumberland made
ample confeffion of his attachment to the catholic caufe.
¢¢ He acknowledged himfelf guilty ; and, craving par-
don for his infatiable ambition, admonithed the people, |,
that they fhould embrace the religion of their forefathcrs,

rqe&mg
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rejefting that of later date—which had occafioned all
the miferies of the forepaffed thirty years. And, for
prevention for the future, if they defired to prefent their
fouls unfpotted to God, and were truly affeéted to their
country, they fhould expel thofe trumpeters of fdition,
the preachers of the reformed religion. As to himfelf,
whatfoever he might have pretended, his confcience was
fraught with the religion of his fathers ;—but, being
blinded by ambition, he had been contented to make
wreck of his confcience, by temporifing ; for which he
profefled himfelf fincerely repentant, and acknowledged
the juftice of his death.” The circumftance which he
affigned as having prompted him to countenance the re-
formation, is too light to merit any ferious degree of
credit : he told fir Anthony Brown, afterwards vifcount
Montague, that, albeit he knew the Romifb religion to be
true, yet, fecing a new religion was begun, run dog, run
devil, be would go forward.

Perhaps it may not be difficult to appreciate the cha-
ralter of Dudley. To a great portion of perfonal bra-
very he certainly has an equitable claim ; nor were his
talents as a flatefman of an inferior defcription : but
thefe advantages were wholly counteralted by his un-
limited ambition; a paffion whofe nature it is not to
fee, or perceiving, to flight the obftacles which would
rationally prefent themfelves to the attainment of its fa-
vourite views. Another important defect in the temper
of this great perfonage muft not be overlooked. There
arethofe who never are known to fink under adver-
fity ; and who are always concerned that the means by
which they endeavour to regain <heir afcendancy fhould

be
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be worthy of the object to be retrieved, and compatible
with the dignity of their aims. Herein was Dudley
moft culpably deficient.—How pitiful were the arts by
which he ruined the Seymours; and how wretched and
contemptible was the device by which he eflayed to con-
ciliate himfelf with Mary !

THOMAS
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THOMAS LORD SEYMOUR

~ OF SUDLEY,
LORD HIGH ADMIRAL.

—

-

TsE Seymours, fo confpicuous in the reigns of Henry
_VIIL. and Edward VI. were defcendants of fir Roger
Seymour of Wiltfhire : Thomas of Sudley was younger
fon of fir John Seymour, kujght, and brother to Sey;
mour deke of Somerfet, prote&or, during the mmanty of
Edward VL.

Thomas ftood high in the fnvour of Henry VIIL. to-
wards the decline of whofe reign he attended the fuc-
cours fent to the emperor, and was in the fame year con-
ftituted mafter of the ordnance for life. 1In the 38 of
Heury VIIL he was knight marfhal of the forces em-
ployed at that time in France under the earl of Hertford.
On the demife of Henry VIIL. his name is alfo found
among the number who were nominated by that mo-
narch to affit and advife with the exccutors appointed
to fuperintend the éducation of the prince, and to con-
dué the government till he fhould attain to years of
maturity.

But a greater acceflion of honour was intended him by
Henry VIIL It appearing from the evidence of thofe
who were intimately acquainted® with the mind of the
deceafed king, that Henry really had it in contemplation

to
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to confer on Thomas the dignity of a baron of the realn ;
he was, on the 16th of February, 1547, created lord
Seymour of Sudley, by the new adminiftration; and to
this advancement almoft immediately followed the poft
of lord high admiral.

Great wifdlom and providénce charaCerize the final
difpofitions. of Henry VIII. fuch attention and fuch
forefight as might be juftly expe&ed of a prince whofe
reign was diftinguifhed by firmnefs and vigour; and,
with all its violences and firetches of power, by a fingu-
lar and very beneficial attention to the improvement and i
profperity of the fubje&. His unwearied occupation in
naval concerns, has been the fubje& of fincere admira-
tion: and with undiminifhed fatisfaCtion we can like-
wife dwell upon his application to obje@s of internal
ftrength, utility, and riches. The laws made in his time,
for facilitating and fupposting inland navigation ; shis fo-
licitude for the augmentation and ftability of the hemp
manufatures; the munificence with which he ex-
pcnded,v from his own coffers, between fixty and feventy
thoufand pounds in building a new pier at Dover; the
fortreffes which he erected in every part of his dominions
for the prote@tion of his navy, and the fecurity of his
people ; and, above zll, his founding thofe two cradles of
the Britifh marine, the royal yards of Woolwich and
Deptford, conftituting and eftablifhing at Deptford the
noble fraternity of the Trinity': thefe altions, collec-
tively, evince fo true an attachment to the interefts of his
country as balance many of his vices, and muft for ever
entitle him to the gratitude and efteem of Englithmen.

An union betwixt England and Scotland had been one
of Henry’s moft favourite fchemes; he cherithed it

9 with
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with a folicitude worthy of its objects, and recommended
it to the inveltigation and purfuit of thofc who were de-
fignated to guide the councils of his infant fon. This
recommendation became, accordingly, a leading fubject

in the confideration of Edward’s minifters: many over-’

tures were made on their part, towards the defired end,
in all which it was uniformly propofed, that a matri-
monial contract thould be inftantly completed between
. Mary, the young queen of Scots, and Edward; but, left
thefe offers fhould not, unlefs urged by more prefling
confiderations, obtain the notice of the Scottith court,
the protector prepared himfelf with a force fully adequate
to eftablith his fovereign’s claim to the territories of the
princes. He colle€ted a fine army, 16,000 ftrong, to
which the lord admiral, Sowmerfet’s brother, added the

equipment of 2 powerful and well-appoinited fleet. As -

the Scots perfifted in refufing the proffered alliance, a
decifive engagement enfued, in which, on September
10, 1547, the enemy were defeated, leaving 14,c00 dead
on the field, and 8oco of their nobility and gentry pri-
foners. The next year the lord admiral with a ftout
fleet failed about the coafts of Scotland, to prevent the
enemy from repairing their harbours, and to effect ad-
ditional depredations; to this end he made two defcents,
in both which he now proved unfuccefsful; and as
Mary had, meanwhile, efcaped into France, and great
efforts were there making to' obtain affiftance. in her
cdufe, a peace was fought after by the Englith, and as
foon acceded to by the Scots. It muft not, however, be
concealed, that the jealoufies and quarrels of the pro-
te€tor and the admiral operated more effeCtually in fa-
vour of Scotland than any dread excited in the Englith,

from
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from their late check, or by the threatening language of
France. To underftand the nature of diffenfions fo fatal
to the profperity of the public, it will be necefﬁry to ef~
timate the chara@ers of thefe eminent individuals, X
The protector was eafy, generous, placable, yet ex-
tremely jrritable. The admiral pofleffed a lofty fpirit,
was impaticnt of a fuperior, and indignant againft thofe
who gained favours which he confidered as unmerited.
Both were hafty ; when moved to anger, carelefs of what
they faid, or to whom they communicated their difcon-
tents; and there were never wanting thofe who lay in
wait_to avail themfelves of thefe errors.  Somerfet was
.more in favour with the people ; Seymour more re-
fpected by the nobles. Thefe contrarieties, fufficient in
‘themfelves to create ferious differences between the bro-
thers, were yet heightened by additional aggravations.
The admiral had early paid his court to Elizabeth, after~
wards queen of England, on whofe young heart it is
sitought he made no tranfient impreffion; for his perfon
"\vas ftately, his manners were accomplifhed and im-
pofing, and his voice fonorous, which heightened the
effet of his appearance ; and he enjoyed the reputation
of great courage. But the protector becoming alarmed
at this procedure of the admiral, interpofed, and obliged
him to feek another wife : thus neceffitated to. forego
his views, he married Catherine Par, quecen dowager of
Henry VIII a lady endowed with too many virtues and
graces for her hufband’s peace. |
Somerfet_had betrothed himfelf to Anne Stanhope,
daughter of fir Edward Stanhope, a woman_exactly the
reverfe of Catherine, She eafily concewed a deadlyh a-
tred to the admiral’s lady, who, beﬁdcs ‘her great compa-
rative
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rative fuperiority both of heart and mind, enjoyed the
confpicuous advantage of precedency at court. As the
effe@s of this malicious {pirit could not be wreaked on
Cathering, they were eafily transferred to the admiral.
Catherine died fhortly after in childbed; bur never
could Anne reft, till, goaded on by Northumbcrland
fhe brought the admiral to the block.

Unhappily the condu&t of this nobleman but too well
countenanced the fuggeftions of his enemy. He was in-
ftigated to intrigue againft his brother; and renewed his
addreffes to Elizabeth. Such movements roafed all the
caution of the proteQtor; Seymour was deprived of his
admiralfhip, and committed to the tower. Here he
uniformly repulfed his brother’s conciliatory advances;
defiring to fee the nature of his accufation, and demand-
ing a trials

The pailiament by whom his attainder was paﬂéd
accufed him of attempting to get the perfon of the king
into his cuftody, with the view of governing the realm ;
of making fufpicious provifion 6f money and victual ;
of endeavouring to marry the lady Elizabeth, the king’s
fifter; and perfuading Edward, in his tender age, to af-
fume the rule and ordering of himfelf.—Such, amongft
much frivolous matter, are the principal grounds upon
which, unfupported by any regular evidence, the par-
liament paffed the bill of attainder againft Seymour,
March 1549. ‘Their fentence was carried into exe-
cution on the 20th of the fame month.

How far the accufations are countenanced by events,
the reader will, perhaps, determine.  On the fcaffold,
Seymour protefted, that, be never willingly did, either
alually endeavour, or ferionfly intend, any thing againft
3 1 the
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the perfon of the king, or the flate. Ashe wasnot per-
mitted to anfwer his accufers, thefe proteftations, when
coupled with the general franknefs of his life, procured
general Beliefy and excited 4 pféportionate difgutt againft
the proteétor,

He left no offspring,

Amidft the din of thefe wretched cabals, the general
interefts of the community were not wholly difregarded,
In 1548 an a& was paffed for laying the Newfoundland
trade entirely open; and Smith, Edward’s agent at
Antwerp, in fettling fome mercantile tranfattions, af-
fured ‘the  emperor’s commiffioners, that bis: mafler
swould fupport the conmimerce of bis fubjells, at the bazmdard
‘of aity monarch’s friendfhip upon earth. Ohn ariother oe~
cafion, Edward very gl’acibuﬂy récéived a2 memotialy
wherein certain methods were enumerated of encou-
raging and increafing the number of feamen in his do-
minions, alfo'of preventing the cartying on of Englith
trade in foreign bottoms. Great hopes weve formed: of
‘this good prince, founded on' tlie many excellericies that
diftingtifhed his government, but he-did et live to
realize thie fond anticipations of his fubjes. Lo

P JOHN
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Tue Ruffells were originally of Dorfetfhire, and are
‘a family. of ‘great antiquity. John lord Ruffel, after-
wards duke of Bedford, refided near Bridport; he was a
perfon of great genius and learning, and became the
founder of that honour which fo eminently dittinguifhed
his defcendants. ; The circumftance that immediately
effeted his rife, evinces as much of what is ufually
“termed fortune, as can well fall to, thelot of an individual.
‘When Philip of Aulitria, driven on our coafls, landed
at Weymoath, . fir Thomas Trenchard, a wealthy
knight, who refided in thofe parts, withing to give the
beft poffible éntertainment to his royal gueft, till he
could inform the court of the event, fent for lord Ruf-
fell. Ruffell was nearly related to fir Thombas, and,
being but recently arrived from his travels, was efteemed
by his worthy relative a fit chara&ter to contribute to the
amufement of the illuftrious ftranger. Philip knew
how to eftimate worth ; and he fo much admired that
of Ruffell, as to folicit his company to Windfor, and to
recommend him, on their arrival there, to the notice
and advancement of Henry V1L
e \:., Ta ‘The
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The deceafe’ of Henry 'VIL- which -happened- foon
after, formed. no bar to the profperity of Ruffell: 'In
1515 he:faccompanied Henry, VIIL in his Frenclh~ex?
pedition, where he perfonally attended the King, as one
of the geéntlemen of his privy chamber. . His fervices
were rewarded in 1524 with the marfhalfea of the royal
houfehold. ., s 1 S

In the year follawing his employ ments wc;e vanous,
fometimes attending Henry in his irraptions into France,
and fometimes entrufted with cmbaffies of the firft
moment.. Between 1534 and 1539, he was,princi-
pally in Italy. During the laft of thofe years he was
made comptroller of the king’s houfehold; and-one of
the privy council ; he alfo'fharéd largely in the diftribu-
tion of church landsin 1540:" In 1541 he"fuceeeded
Fitzwillams, earl of Southampton, in the dignity of ad-
miral” of England, Ireland, Wales, Normandy, Gaf-
coigne, and Acquitain, and in this capacity he paffed over
into France, together with Fitzwilliams, who was on
that occafion appointed lord privy feal.

Fitzwilliams dymg fhortly: after, the admiral was
made privy feal ; and again employed 1545, in France,
where he fuftained a principal part in ‘the capture of
Boulogne, being captain general of the vanguard of the
army occupied in that expedition. Such was Henry’s
confidence in Ruffell, that he named-him oné of his
executors. ; ;

Preparations Were now making -for the coronation of
the young prinice, and as it was_ inténded that:the cere-
mony fhould be brilliant, Ruffell was appointed- lord
high fteward on the 17th of February, 1547, thrge
days antecedentto its perfo rmance,

Prg Religiou
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Religious ‘contentions, which had raged to a great
theight under Henry VIII. .were rather increafed by the
firft' proceedings of ‘the new government. In Devon-
thire fome- pticfts turned an infurre@ion on common
gﬂevanccs to -their ownaccount; and the infurgents
became formidable enough ‘to draw the attention of the
council, who difpatched lord Ruffell to reprefs them,
For fome days he was held at bay by the rebels, but fuc-
ceeded at length in completing the full object of his ap-
-pointment. ‘He was hereupon advanced to a new dig-
nity, being created doke of Bedford, January 19, 1549.
“The politics of the day now engaged his attention, ‘angd

- perceiving the defpondency of the protedtor, he -went
<aver to'the Northumberland intereft.

"Bedford was fo fortunate as to acquire -under Ma!y 2
<orifidence and profperity not inferior to what he had
enjoyed during ‘the reign .of her predeceflor. - When
the matsimonial articles were adjufted hetween this
princefs and Philip of Spain, the honour of efcorting
the prince from the ' Spanifb tetritories into England
was ‘entrufted to the duke of Bedford; and whey, in
1554, the difcontents to which this marriage gave birth,
burft out into pen oppofition, Bedford being again
difpatched towards Devonthire, fucceeded in quelling fir
Peter Carew, nearly on the fame fpot where he for-
mexly had fubdued a portion of thofe religious tumults
which dxftra&ed the reign of his late fovereign.

He dxcd foon after the teduétion of thofe- infurgents ;
about the 14th of March the famne year, at his boufe
pear the Savoy in the Strand, and was buried at his feat
in Buckinghamthire, g

AGAIN



DISCOVERIES. 2!5

AcaIN the courfe of bipgraphical narration is {uf-
pended to purfue that fpirit of adventurous difcovery,
which originated in the times of Henry VI and from
which the moft important confequences have rcﬁ;ltcd ﬁto
fuccecding ages.

The geueml propenfity of the times towards v0yagcs
of difcovery, but particularly the hiftory of the Cabots,
incited in the breafts of the Englifh merchant'an inex-
tmgmﬂmble defire for adventures of this defcnpnon
THORNE, the friend and intimate of Sebaftian Cabot,
ftands foremoft in the ranks of xHuftnous individuals
whofe talents were thus exerted for the fervice of their
country. In 1527 he addrefled himfelf to Henry
VIIL. on the fubject of a difcovery which he propofed
to purfuc even to the north pole ; enumerating, at the
fame time, the advantages which were dcnved by the)
Portuguefe and the emperor from colonial poﬂ'e{ﬁons,
and enforcing his projected difcovery by much piauﬁblc
reafoning, Imprefled with a high opinion of Thorne’s
abilities, Henry readily acceded to his wifhes ; and or-
dered that two fhips, well manned and vi¢tualled, thould
be equipped for the expedition. On the aoth of May,
1527, Thorne left England, accompanied by feveral per-
fons of property and diftinétion, fteering his courfe full
north-weft. But the iffue proved extremely unpropi-
tious. ~ One of the fhips was caft away near Newfound-
land; and the other, after vainly, though ably, endea-
vouring to afcertain the great obje&t of its failing; &
north-weft paffage, returned home in ‘the commeérice-
ment of OQober in the fame year, This voyage was

P4 undertaken
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undertaken during the life-time of Sebaftian Cabot, and
while that fpirited navigator was employed, on behalf of
fome Spam[h merchants, in the expedition to the Mo-
luccas.. Mr. Thorne lived to be afterwards mayor of
Briftol, and to enjoy, for a  Jong time, the uninterrupted
conﬁdence of bis friend Sebaftian Cabot. He died full
of years, and full of honour, and 'lies buried in the
Temple church. .

Mr. WILLIAM Hawxins, father of fir John Haw-
kins, kmght, is alfo diftinguithed in the Iift of early na-
val advéniﬁférs Anxious to outdo the generallty of
hxs competltors in this new path to_ fortune and renown,
he fitted out, in,1530, a fhip of two hundred and fifty
tons burdcn, which he denommated the Paul of Ply-
mouth He made three voyages to the coaft of Braz11
touchmg al[é on that of Gumca here e tradegl in
nqves, g‘oId and elephants teeth. Such was his uncx-§
am Ied fucccfs in m(rrnnatmg ]umfelf with ﬁvages, that,
on hls feconﬂ voyagc, one of tﬁc Braﬁhan kmas con-
fented to rcturn with him . to Englmd Hawkms Jeav-
mg, as a fecunty for his own condu& Martm Cockram
of Plymouth, wnth the n:mves Of this favage mo-
narch, wl'lo was prefented at court on hls arrival, Hack-
luyt has prefcrved a de fcnptlon at once natural and at-
tra&we ,“ In his cheeks,” hc fays, « were holes,
made accordmg to the favage manner, and therein fmall
bones were  planted, - flanding an inch out from the
1|elcs " whlch in his country, was looked on as a great
bravcry He had another bole in his lower lip, wherein
was et a precious ftone about the bignefs of a pea. . All
his apparel, behaviour, and gefture, were very {trange
to the beholders.” Having ﬁayed in England about

6 g twelve
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twelve months, e embarked ‘for his return; but un<
fortunately died ‘on’ the paffage. ‘Serious apprehenfions
began now to be entertained of thie ‘manner in which
his countrymen mlght feel this‘event; and poor Cock- :
ram was given ‘over.' It muft be owned that the con-
du& of thefe favages was as magnahimous as it was un-
expeted : they never queflioned the veracity of the
Englifh, in accounting for the death of the prince; but
reftored Cockram, furnifhed Hawkins with the ufual
articles of barter, and then permijtted him to depart in
ftrict amity. Thefe voyages opened the channel of the
rich and extenfive commerce that has fince been carried
on in thofe parts. Hawkins was much efteemed by his
fovereign, Henry V1 1. and filled the office of principal
fea-captain in the weft of England: he was a fkilful
feaman, and a perfon of great wifdom, pradence, valcur,
and intrepidity. ‘
To the enterprizes of Hawkms, fucceeded, in 1536,
the meritorious, but dlfnﬁrous, adventures of Mr.
Hore. This gentleman, whofe great mercantile cha-
raéter, and whofe perfonal reputation and influence had
the moft extenfive effects, incited, by his difcourfes on
the advantages of dilcoveries in North America, noJefs
than thirty gentlemen of family and property to an in-
vihcible defire of participating in his fortunes. With
two fhips, the Trinity, of one hundred and forty tons,.
and the Minion, of lefs burden, which were cqqxpped‘
at their awn gxpence, .they failed from Gravefend,
April 30, 1536, cariying about one hundred and twenty
perfons. . Hore commanded the Tnmty
Unobftruéted by any accident of confequence, they
seached tl}c Newfoundland coaﬁf, but while here intent
upon
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upon - difcovery, were reduced to the dreadful neceflity
of killing and cating their companions, « At length,
when the remzining crew were on the point of being all
ﬁar;fcd, a French fhip arrived, well furnitbed. They
inftantly maftered the Frenchman, and returned therein
to England ; yet in fuch 2 miferable plight, though they
had not been out above feven months, that fir William
Butts and his lady could only recognize their fon, who.
was one of the company, by an extraordinaty wart onhis
knee. The French arriving afterwards, made a confiderable’
clamour about the injuries which they had experienced
at the hands of our countrymen. Henry made due
inquifition into the particulars; and learning, in the.
courfe of this inquiry, the mifery of his brave fubjets,
generoufly fatisfied the French from his own purfe, and.
promoted feveral of thofe who had efcaped the general
deftruétion which had attended the voyage. Hackluyt
rode two hundred miles, to learn from the mouth of
Mr. Butts, at that time the fole furvivor of thofe who
had made this voyage, the particulars of the event.

. Though Hawkins touched at Guinea, the traffic
which he eftablithed was with Brafil. Mr. THoMmas
WinpuAM, whofe undertakings come next in-review,
muft be confidered as the firt Englithman who in
reality traded on the Guinea coaft. Windham per-
formed his three voyages to Guinea in the reign of
Edward VI. Of the firft of thefe excurfions, we know
only that it took place in 1551; of the next, in 1552, we
léarn no more than that, with three fail, he vifited
Zaphin, or Saphia, and Santa Cruz, whence he
brought fugar, dates, almonds, and molaffes. Hjs third
voyage, achieved in 1553, is more particularly, though
not fufficiently detailed. He failed from Portfinouth,

with
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with three fhips, in conjunétion with Anthony Anes
Pintado, a Portuguefe, who was the promoter of the
meafure. They traded for gold along the coaft of Gui-
nea, and proceeded as far as Benin. At the'laft place
they were pramifed a lading of pepper. But here the
commander, and moft of the men, fell viims to the
climate ; and the remainder, thus reduced to forty per-
fons, returned to Plymouth, with one fhip and little
wealth,

SIR



- ) i ) 14

1 . : rot
L e { i Y

1

THris commander is defcended of the ancient line of
the Willoughbys of Erefby and Parham, and is diftin-
guifhed as the conduétor of that expedition which pro-
duced the importantdifcovery of the trade to Archangel.

Sebaftian Cabot muft be confidered as the original
projecior, fince, in 1551, it was he who offered propofals
to the king for the difcovery of a north-eaft paffage to
China and the Indies. It was at firft intended that the
adventure fhould be profecuted at: the public expence,
but on conferring with fome merchants, who evinced
a promptitude to undertake it for themfelves, Cabot re-
linquifhed his prior method; and three new fhips, the
Bona Efperanza, one hundred and twenty tons, com-
manded by Willoughby; the Edward Bonaventure,
one hundred and fixty tons, Captain Chancellor; ‘and
the Bona Confidentia, of ninety tons, Cornelius Dur-
forth mafter, were equipped by the joint ftock of the
fociety, which amounted tofix thoufand pounds. The
money was raifed by fhares of twenty-five pounds each
member, a fum that entitled its fubfcriber to all the be-
nefits which might accrue from the voyage, the pro-
pri/etors of which were diftinguithed as a Socrery
ERECTED FOR THE DISCOVERY oF NEw LAxDs.

Empowered
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Empowered by the, king’s letters * recommendatory,
and inftructed by Cabot +, they faxled from Ratcliffe on
May the loth, 1553,and reached Gravcfcnd by the 18th
of the fame month, though it was June the 2 3d before
they ennre]v cleared pur coafts.

Much was expected from thc iffTue of thxs engage-
ment. 'lhc .admiral,, Slr HLgh Willoughby, poﬂ'eﬂ'ed

* Edward [he fixth dnrc&s thcfe lctters pamcularly “to thc kmgs, prmccs,
and other yolcmdt& inhabiring the north-eaft parts of the world, towards the
mighty cmpire of Cathay ; and then to all dthers, ‘having any excellent dig-
nity under the upiverfal heaven ;3 wifhing to them peace and tranquillity and
honaux He next vmdlcatcs the advenmrcr;— ¢ forafmuch as the great and
almlghty God hath gives unto mankind above all other living creatures fuch
a heart and def_re) that every man covets to join friendfhip with' others, to
tove and be Toved; alfo to gi;(e and reccive benchirs, it is therefofe the’ du&y
of all men, according to their power, to maintain and increafe this defirc; and
efpecially to fheiw thisgood zﬂ'e&ion to fuch as being; therewith moved, come
unto them from far countrics.” Asa further mark of the approbation of
Providence towa)ds fuch purfm(s, it is obferved, ¢ the God of hecaven and
earth, greatly providing for mankind, would not that all things fhould be'found
in one rcAgioﬁ,-ct')?th'e_‘ end that one fhould have need of another ; by which
means friendthip, might. be eftablifhed among all men, and every one feek to
gratify all.”” He therefore empowers_thefe adventurers, his fubjedts, ¢ to
feek fuch things as we lack, as alfo to carry unto them from our regions,
fuch thmgs as they lack.”  He coneludes with folemn affurances that ftrahe
gers thall be amicabty received into his dominions, as bie expeéts, on the/ part
of ftrargers, a, like deportment towards his own people. This document
was written m Lanu, Greek, and various other l.mguages

4 Cabot’s paper is termed ¢ Ordinances,’ Inflru&mns, and Adverti{ements,
‘of and for the diredtion of the intended voyage to Carthay, compiled, made,
and delivered by the right worfhipful Sebaftian Cabot, Efg. governor of the
myfiery and company of the merchant adventurers, for the difcovery of re-
gions, dominions, iflands, and places unknown ; May the gth, in the year of
our Lord 1553, and in the 7th of the reign of our moft dread fovercign lord
Edward V1. &c. &c.” Heappointed a council of twelve, formed of the
admiral, his four officers, the chiaplain, one genticman, two merchants, and
three mafters’ mates, to regulate the proceedings of the voyage.

2 4F all
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all' the leading qualifications of 1 good commander;
Honourable in family; of tried wifdom, great experience,
and unyielding fortitude. :

This little fleet kept tolerbly together till the and of
Auguft, 1553, on the night of which they were unfor-
tunately feparated through the viclence of the wind and
the thicknefs of the fog, near the north cape. The
Edward, captain Chancellor, was the veffel from which
they were divided. They experienced afterwards only
a feries of difafters on the coaft of Greenland, which
was difcovered early in the morning of the 14th. On
the 18th of September they entered a haven, wherein
they agreed to winter ; and difpatched men in all direc-
tions, up the country, to feek out its inhabitants, No.
inhabitants, except wild beafts, were, however, to be
found; and in this difmal (ituation they lived beyond
January 1554, when the fhips were clofed in by the
ice, and their crews frozen to death: in this ftate they
were difcovered the next fummer, by fome Ruffian
fithermen who repaited to the fpot, the original
joutnal of fir Hugh, from whence moft of thefe parti-
culars are derived, laying open before him. Captain
Chancellor, happily efcaping this fate, entered the river
St. Nicholas, where he was amicably received, and had,
foon after, accefs to John Bafilowitz, great duke of
Mufcovy, by which was opened to us the communica-
tion with that country.

SIR
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Siz WILLIAM WINTER, KxicHur,
VICE ADMIRAL. I

Twure memoirs to be colle@ed of fir William Winter
are merely hiftorical. Though a valiant and worthy
man, and ene much dittinguifhed by his exertions in his
country’s caufe, for all thit now can be accurately afcer-
tained of him we muft look in the pages of public
events. A :

Edward’s minority, embroiled, as it fecmed, with the
Scottith cotrt, was deemed by France a propitious time
for attempting to wreft away the few of her original
poffeffions fGll held by the Englith.” Upon this princi-
ple, without the leaft:previous intimation of their hofti-
lity, they had recaptured Bologne, and were now' intent
on the acquifition of Jérfey and Guérnfey. But as the
eyes of adminiftration could no longer be fhut to the
defigns of the ancient enemy, efpecially when in ‘poffef-
fion of fimely inforination of his inimical intentions,
commodore Winter was difpatched with a few veffels,
and eighit hundred men in tranfports; to the relief of the
iflands.” He found the enemy: prepared to receive him;
they had blocked op the ports with a very fuperior
force.” Undifivayed by thefe circumitances, he: re-
folved to attack ‘them, and executed this refolution
-with fuch f{kill and vigour, that, having killed near

a thoufand
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a thoufand of their number, he compelled the refidue to
embark on board fome light veffels, in which they pre-
cipitately fled, abandoning their fhips, ‘which were fet
on fire by Winter’s orders. The defeat fo chagrined
the French, that they forbade any particular mention of
it under penalty of death. It was effefted in 1549.

Early in the reign of Mary, commodore Winter was
employed with aftout fquadron to bting over the ambaffa-
dors fent by Charles V. to conclude the marriage of the
queen with Philip. The emperor prefented the Englith
‘commander with .a very handfome gold chain on his
arrival at Oftend, a prefent which had nearly proved
fatal to its owner; for fhewing it to fir Nicholas
Throckmorton, that gentleman, after mufing over it
a few. moments, faid to Winter, ¢ For this gold chain
you have fold your country:” the obfervation getting
vent, it almoft endangered the lives of the two friends.
This is the only tranfadtion recorded of fir William
Winter during the government of Mary.

In 1560 he was entrufted by, queen Elizabeth with
-a fleet deftined to fupport the confederate Scots, a body
-of that nation who leagued themfelves againft the in-
fluence which the French court was infidioufly ac-
quiring over their liberties. Sir William appears for
the firft time, in this expedition, in the clgaré&cr of vice-
,admiral, and it is certain that he now filled the fituation
.of mafter of the ordnance.

He failed up the frith of Forth, blocked up Leith
-yoad,-where feveral of the French fhips were riding at
anchor, and while the land forces under lord Grey were
preparing their attack, made himfelf mafter of this fleet.
In the fiege of! the town he alfo matesially affifted. It

; 4 was
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was prefled with decifive ardour; the enemy were
obliged to capitulate, upon terms perfectly agreeable to
Elizabeth, and afterwards to negociate a peace. The
vice-admiral was joined, fome time after, with Robert
Beale, efq. in a miffion to Holland, requiring reftitution
for certain infults experienced by Englifh individuals at
the hands of the Dutch.

The ever memorable armada called anew into exercife
the abilities of the veteran, Winter.. He commanded
the Vanguard, a thip of five hundred tons, carrying two
hundred and fifty' mariners ; and was ftationed off Calais,
together with lord Henry Seymour, there to await the
approaches of the hoftile fleet, and alfo to be in readinefs
to reinforce the lord admiral, Charles Howard. On the
27th of July, 1588, the Spaniards came to an anchor
before Calais, while Howard, inftantly joined by Win-
ter and Seymour, anchored likewife not far from the
enemy. Sir William Winter fuftained 2 very confider-
able part in the engagements which enfued: he was
ever in the heat of each ation, performing feats of the

* moft eminent valour, with the vigour of youth, and the
judgment of years.

This is the laft of his recorded tranfations, and it is
probable that death foon afterwards clofcd his ufeful and
honourable career.

Q EDWARD
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EDWARD
LORD CLINTON AND SAY,

AFTERWARDS EARL OF LINCOLN,

HIGH ADMIRAL,

TuomAs lord Clinton, the father of Edward, de-
fcended of a long line of illuftrious anceftors, died of the
fweating ficknefs in 1518, at the early age of twenty-
fix; leaving his fon, who was born about the year 1515,
to the inadtivity of 2 long minority. Edward took his
feat inthe houfe of Peersin 1537.

In 1545, having previoudfly diftinguithed himfelf in
the celebrated tournament given by Henry VIIL, to-
wards the latter part of his reign, lord Clinton accom-
panied the earl of Hertford in his irruption into Scot-
land; he condu&ed himfelf fo gallantly in this enter-
prize, that he obtained the honour of knighthood from
that commander. During the fummer of the fame
year, he fuftained a part in the expedition commanded
by vifcount Lifle, with increafed reputation.

‘With the commencement of the reign' of Edward
‘VI. began alfo that feries of good fortune which conti-
nued to favour the exertions of lord Clinton, with aug-
menting fuccefs, during his fucceeding years. For the
diftinGion of admiral of the North Sea, the poffeflion

of
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of whiich at this time he had attained, it is probable that
he ftood indebted to his firft commander, the earl of
Hertford, then duke of Somerfet, and proteftor. He
was, therefore, entrufted with the effeétive conimand of
that flect, fo ably equipped by lord Seymour, and def-
tined to affit, the operations of the protetor againft the
Scots *, "It appears that lord Clinton had before, in
the reign of Henry VIII. executed an almoft fimilar
commiffion in the fame quarter; carrying off the Sala-
mander and Unicorn, two of the enemy’s beft fhips,
and a' number of veffels. He now continued in thefe
parts long after the engagement of the 1oth of Septem-
ber 1547, and with profperity far exceeding his former
ravages on the Scottith coafts: for he buint the fea-
ports, with the {mall craft lying in their harbours, and
fearched every creck, and all the mouths of tivers, with
fuch determined perfeverance, that he did not leave one -
thip of force or burden to that kingdom.

The next yeat, 1548, lord Clinton was appointed to
the government of Boulogne. In 1549 the French,
under a young and afpiring prince, Henry IL began
the recovery of thofe parts of their territory ftill in the
hands of the Englith, by befieging Boulogne. Though
every exertion that copld be expeéted of a brave com-
raander, feconded by a refolute garrifon, was made to
repulfe the French, and though fome of thefe valiant
efforts fucceeded, yet it was found impracticable to hold
out beyond the fpring of 1550. There exifts not a
doubt of lord Clinton having honourably and fully ex-
erted himfelf on this ttying occafion ; fince, though

# The patticulars of this expedition are detailed ia the life of the lord high

admiral Seymour, brother to the proteétor.
Q2 Somerfet,
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Somerfet, his friend, was accufed, among other 'ﬁgange
charges, ‘of carelefsly refigning Boulogne, Clinton, on
the completion of the treaty between France and Scot-
land and England, ‘was conftituted lord high admiral for
life, and had large grants of land awarded him by the
kfng, in  confideration of his eminent fervices to the
flate.  On the arrival of the marfhal of!France at
Gravelend, entrufted with the order of St. Michael for
king Edward, lord Clinton conducted him to London.
Mary continued to lord Clinton the truft of Jord high
admiral ; fhe alfo invefted him with the order of the
garter ; and, in 1558, the commiffioned him to revenge
a lofs that preyed deeply on her heart—the lofs of Ca-
lais,. "With a flcet of one hundred and forty fail, to
which were added thirty of Flemings by king Philip,
the lord high admiral put to fea in July, his great ob-
ject the reduétion of Breft.  Finding the main point of
his orders impoffible to be effected, he landed at Con-
quet in Britanny, which, together with the abbey of
St. Michael, and feveral of the adjacent places, were
facked and burnt. The Englifh, having executed this
retaliation, retired to their thips, while the Flemings,
not fo provident, rambled up into the country, and
were nearly all cut off in their retreat. But both were
deftined to act a part of yet greater moment. The
count d’Egmont, governor of Flanders, advancing to-
wards Gravelines, encountered de Termes, gévcmor of
Calais, with an inferior force. ~Fortunately fome of
the Englifh thips, which were accidentally on the coafts,
hearing the noife of cannon, and concluding it to pro-
ceed from battle, entered the river near the fcene of
aftion, and, having. ranged in a line with their broad-
‘ - fides
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{ides towards the French army, they fo galled the right
wing of the enemy with cannon, that it could no longer
ftand the tremendous fire. It foon gave way; and, a
patiic at once feizing the rémaining ranks, the victory
on the Spanith fide became coniplctc: two thoufand
French were killed on the {pot ; numbers of them were
knocked on the head, by peafants, in retreating; and
among numerous prifoners was de Termes himfelf,
wounded. D’Egmont prefented the Englith two hun-
dred of his captives as a recompence for their fervice,
which were carried in trinmph to the queen. This en-
gagement was fought on the 3d of July 1558. ¢

Lord Clinton, on the acceffion of Elizabeth, was pe-
culiarly diftinguifhed by that queen. Very early in
her reign fhe numbered him with her privy council ;
fhe afterwards fent him, with the earl of Warwick,
againft the infurre&ion of the earls of Northumberland
and Weftmoreland ; and, in the 14th of her reign, ad-
vanced him to the title of earl of Lincoln. He was
then nominated oné ‘of the commiflion for the trial of
the duke of Norfolk ; and, fhortly after this, appointed
to freat of the marriage of Elizabeth with the duke of
Anjou.

The earl of Lincoln had three wives: Elizabeth,
daughter of fir John Blount, widow of Gilbert lord
Talboys, and at one time concubine to Henry VIIL
Urfula, daughter of William lord Stourton ; Eliza-
beth, daughter of Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare.
He died in the year 1 584., and was buried on the fouth
fide of the collegiate chapel of St George at Windfar,

Q3 LORD
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. LORD WILLIAM HOWARD,

OoF EFFINGHAM.

TH1s nobleman was the firft fon of Thomas Howard,
duke of Norfolk, by his fecond marriage with-Agnes,
daughter of. fir Hugh Tilney, and fifter and heir to:fir
Philip Tilney. of Lincolnfhire.

To lord William Howard were entrufted feverai emi-
pent embaflies during the reign of Hepry VIIL whe
feems, indeed, to have had a genuine attaghment towards
his family ; ' for though William, was arrefted by that
king’s orders, and committed to the"tower, on the difco-
very of the infidelities -of ‘Catherine. Howard, Henry’s
fifth queen, and niece to William, yet his confinedient
was but-of fhort continuance, and bore no kind of pre-
.portion'to the difpleafure’ which the condu& of his fe-
male relative had excited jn the breaft of the mornarch,
He was afterwards received into great favour by Ed-
ward V1, and made deputy of Calais in 1552:

On the acceffion of Mary be became yet more fuc-
eefsful.’ THat princefs, perceiving him to be a perfon
of real valour, and finding that his deportment had ever
been charaéterized by unfhaken fidelity to the fovereigng
under whofe reigns he had flourifhed, firft raifed him to

the
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the dignity of a baron of the realm, by the title of lord
‘Howard of Effingham, March the 11th of 1554 and
then, on the 2d of the fame month, to the important
truft of lord high admiral. He was further advanced, on
the 8thof April following, to be lieutenant-general of
all her majefty’s forces at fea, and alfo lord chamberlain
of the houfehold.

It was the with of Mary that lord Howard, with the
Englith fleet, fhould proceed towards Spain, in order to
efcort over her confort king Philip, and for this end the
admiral put to fea ; but fo high were the difcontents of
the failors, when acquainted with the queen’s withes,
that. it was thought rath any longer to perfiftin the
intention of going in queft of Philip, and the admiral
was therefore ordered to cruize about the coafts. Mary’s
precautions for her hu{band foon proved to be extremely
ridiculous, as Philip thortly after entered the narrow
feas with a fleet of one hundred and fixty fail. The
Spaniard had the weaknefs and vanity to carry the
Spanith flag in- his main top, a circumftance that foon
" rouzed all the feelings of the Englith commander, who
immediately faluted him with a fhot, and obliged
him to take ‘in his colours before ‘he would make his
compliments to the prince. ~ Such an aftion needs not
the feeble teftimony of individual praife; it is worthy of
everlaftirfg remembrance.

Elizabeth, who next afcendcd the 'Englifh throne,
was too neble not to be affeted with the merits of fuch
a commiander as lord Howard, and too fagacious to per-
mit any* circumftance of religious opinion to deprive her
of the fervies which fuch abilities were calculated to
perform.  He was employed on féveral miflions, and

Q 4 in
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in quelling the infurrection of the earls of Northum-
berland and Weftmoreland ; and received from her the
order of - the garter. .He prefided, during this rexgn, at
the trial of the duke .of Norfolk,

He died about the 15th of Elizabeth, and was b iried,
according to his will, in Ryegate church.

THE unhappy reign of Mary is remembered for few
events more than for the lofs of Calais, which was re-
covered by France in January 1558. Thusdid we lofe,
in eight days, a place which had coft Edward TIL eleven
months ficge, and which we had now held two hundred
and ten years.  Whether Calais were beneficial or in-
jurious to the Englifh, its lofs is clearly to be attributed
to the queen’s marrying Philip of Spain. At any other
era the nation would have fired at the report of fuch
fuccefs on the part of France, and would have exerted
every means in_order to arreft the vi€torious progrefs of
the ancient enemy; but now it was feared to enter
into hoftilities in which the king of Spain muft take
part, left the fortune of the war thould by Philip be
turned to his own finifter ends. ;

Two or three voyages of difcoyery -were profecuted
during this fhort and diftracted reign. = STEPHEN
BurrouGHs was fitted out in order to purfue and per-
fet the attempt, fo unfortunately made by fir Hugh
Willoughby, to find a paffage by the north to the Eaft
Indies; but in this Burroughs alfo failed, though he
pafled as far as. the firaits of Weygatz. ln 1555-6

captain
/
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captain CHANCELLOR made two additional voyages to
Ruffia, on behalf of the Ruffia company, who were
now - incorporate, and who had appointed him their
grand pilot. He reached Mofcow on the eleventh of
QO¢ober 1555, and being admitted to an aundience of
the czar, obtained to the company thole decifive privi-
leges upon which they have fince fo fuccefsfully traded,
eftablithing at the fame time that liberal intercourfe
between Ruffia and England which has ever been ac-
companied with the moft momentous and falutary ef-
felts to both countries. Chancellor effeéted his third
and laft voyage in 1566. He was again moft courteoufly
received by the czar, who deputed Ofep Napea, a per-
fon much in the emperor’s confidence, with rich pre-
fents to Mary and Philip, his ambaffador into England.
Ofep Napea, together with fixteen of his countrymen
attendants, embarked for England July the 2oth, 1556,
on board the Edward Bonavénture, which was laden
with goods to the amount of twenty thoufand pounds.
The Confidenza, the Bona Speranza, and the Philip and
Mary, were the fhips in company with that on board of
which were the Ruffians and captain Chancellor. They
experienced a tempeftpous fea; the Confidenza and
Bona Speranza were loft, nor did the Philip and Mary
arrive in the Thames till the 18th of April 1557.
More affli®ing than that of the two loft fhips was the
fate of the Edward Bonaventure ; after beating the fea
for the {pace of four months, the arrived, November-the
1oth, 1556, on the coaft of Scotland, where having
parted from her anchors, and being driven on the rocks,
fhe fplit. Captain Chancellor, intent only on faving
the life of the ambaffador, took him, with as many of

. his
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his attendants as he could, into the boat. The boat was
thus probably overfet ere it could reach the fhore, and
Chancellor perithed. It was with fignal difficulty that
‘the ambaffador, with a few of his attendants, were refcn-
ed from fimilar deftrution. The fhip with her whole
< cargo, the czar’s prefents, and the ambaffador’s bag-
gage, were either loft in the iea or plundered by the in-
habitants.  As foon as the company were apprized of
thefe events, they deputed two of the body to wait upon
Ofep Napea, and attend him towards London, within
twelve miles of which- metropolis he was met on Fe-
bruary the 27th, 1557, by eighty merchants, richly at-
tired *, who conduéed him to a merchant’s houfe,
within four miles of the city. Here his excellency was
fuperbly refitted, at the expence of the Ruffia company.
He entered the city in great ftate, on February the 28th,
and on the 20th of April following had his public au-
dieice at court.
The Ruffian ambaflador failed from Gravefend, on
his return, May the 12th, 1557, on board the Primrofe,

* They all had chains of gold about their necks; their fervants alfo were
very numerous, in onc uniform livery, and well mounted,

Near the city four merchants prefented him with a ftately gelding magnifi-
cently caparifoned, which he immediately mounted. He was met by the
Jord vifcount Montague, and numbers of the nobility, &c. with the queen’s
compliments. At Smithfield bars the lord mayor and court of aldermen in
their robes waited to receive him; and in this manner was he conduéled to
apartments provided by the company for his reception in Fenchurch Street.

On the 29th of April, 1557, he was fumptuoufly entertained by the fo-
, ciety at Drapers’ hall. And a cup of wine being drank to him in their
name, they entreated him that he would permit them to defray all charges,
both for his perfon and attendants, from the hour of his fetting foot in Scot-
land to the time fixed for his departure from Gravefend, the third of May
approaching. Such were the honours which diftinguifhed the arrival of the
FIRST RUSSIAN aMBAssaDoRr in England. :

4 commandeq
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commanded by captain Anthony Jenkinfon, and in
company with the St. John the Evangelift, the Ann,
and the Trinity. They reached in fafety the bay of St.
Nicholas, where they difembarked July the 12th, 1557,
and proceeded to Mofcow. Captain Jenkinfon met
with a moft grateful reception from the Czar. Jenkin-
fon afterwards penet}'ated, ‘though with infinite labour,
and almoft incredible danger, into Bucharia,” having
traverfed the countries bordering on the Cafpian fea, and
thus became the firft difcoverer of the Perﬁan t?ade, by
the way of Mufcovy.

AMBROSE
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AMBROSE DUDLEY,

EARL OF WARWICK.

AmprosE DUDLEY was the third fon of the great
duke of Northumberland, and came to the title of earl
of Warwick on the demife of his brother John, who,
attainted with their father, by the parliament held the
11t of Philip and Mary, died in prifon foon after, with-
out iffue. Ambrofe, reftored to blood by the clemency
of queen Mary, in the sth of Philip and Mary, foon
occupied fituations of eminence in the ftate.

Signally as the favour of Mary was difplayed in his
reftitution, the acceffion of queen Elizabeth muft be
neverthelefs confidered a fortunate circumftance for
Warwick. He'was, on this event, immediately re-
inftated in the full patrimony of his anceftors; and ex-
perienced, at the hands of the new fovereign, a fuccef-
fion of honours and emoluments. Elizabeth, in 15509,
gave him the place of mafter of the ordnance for life,
and, before the clofe of 1 562, he was tnade captain-
general of all her majefty’s fubjects in Normandy, an
appaintment of a nature rather fingular. The hu-
guenots had long fued for her protection, offering to
put the port of Havre de Grace, then called Newhaven,
into her hands.  She, at length, liftened to the wifhes
and accepted the conditions of this perfecuted people.

Warwick
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Warwick was difpatched, in September 1562, with a
confiderable fleet, on board of which were fome excel-
lent forces, to the relief of the French proteftants.
The treachery of the iuhabitants of the port, and ap-
pearances of a peftilence among the Englith foldiers, at
the moment when they were likely to be clofely and
vigoroufly beficged by France, induced Warwick to
furrender the town of Havre de Grace, July 29, 1563 :
but the furrender was made on terms highly honour-
able to England, and fuch only as were ftritly compa-
tible with the fafety of the proteftants. While in Havre
de Grace, the earl of Warwick received the order of
the garter; a pleafing teftimonial of his” fovereign’s
attention and approbation.

He feems to have been particularly happy -in ac-
quiring the good opinion of Elizabeth; and not }eﬁ
fortunate in confirming what he had fo happily ac-
quired. He was made lieutenant-general of the forces
which, aided by lord Clinton, were raifed to quell the
northern difturbances; in 1570, he was appointed chief
butler of England; in 1572, admitted to the privy
council; he prefided, on that year, at the trial of Nor-
folk ; and, in 1586, at that of Mary queen of Scots.

Ambrofe earl of Warwick died the 21ft of February,
1589, at Bedford Houfe in the fuburbs of London,
and was buried at Warwick, in a chapel adjoining the
collegiate church. He married three wives: Anne,
daughter and coheir to William Whorwood, efq. at-
torney general to Henry VIIL. Elizabeth, daughter of
fir Gilbert Talboys, knight, and fifter and fole heir of
George Jord Talboys; and Anne, daughter to Francis
earl of Bedford, but he had no offspring.

i CHARLES
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CHARLES HOWARD,
BARON OF EFFINGHAM,

AFTERWARDS EARL OF NOTTINGHAM,

HIGH ADMIRAL,

DEAR to the heart, and proud to the imagination of
Englithmen, is the age on which we are entering, the
age of Elizabeth ; a fovereign who had the {pirit to refcue
fier country fiom a ftate of the moft humiliating defpon-
dency ; and who, having fucceeded in reviving the an-
cient temper of her people, eftablithed, by her wifdom
and firmnefs, the profperity to which fhe had conduéted
them. Her réign,is diftinguifhed by a long lift of illuf-
trious naval chara&ers—a Drake, a Howard, a Hawkins,
a Raleigh. We open this fplendid fcene with the life of
the High Admiral, in whofe hiftory are involved the
leading tranfalions of the Englith navy during the era
of queen Elizabeth,

Charles Howard, baron of Effingham, afterwards earl
of Nottingham, and high admiral, was the elder fon of
Howard carl of Effingham by a fecond marriage. He
was born towards the clofe of the reign of Henry VIIL
in the year 1536. The aQive fituation of his parent,
who, as we have feen, was Jord admiral to Mary; did not

permit
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permit the youth of Charles to pafs away inefficient and
indolent, Charles, on the contrary, ferved under his fa-
ther in feveral expeditions which preceded the ac-
ceflion of Elieabeth. During the firft years of her
reign he was deputed into France to compliment
Charles IX. who had juft afcended the throne; and he
was, afterwards, a general of horfe in the army headed
by Warwick againft the earls of Northumberland and -
Weftmoreland. His next fervice was in the efcort of
Anne of Auftria, daughter of Maximilian the emperor,
to the coaft of Spain. In 1571 he was chofen to parlia-
ment as knight of the fhire for the county of Surry ; and
very foon after fucceeded his father in title and eftates.

Never did fovereign evince more difcretion than was
difplayed by Elizabeth in the general diftribution of he-
nour: her favours were not eafily proc¢ured, and they
were therefore exceedingly prized. ~ She made Charles,
now lord Effingham, chamberlain of the houfehold, and,
on the 24th of April 1573, a knight of the garter. On
the death of the earl of Lincoln, in 1583, the queen im-
mediately determined to raife lord Effingham to the poft
of high admiral. To this office he came with the una-
nimous approbation of the people, and highly to the
gratification of the feamen, by whom he was greatly
efteemed. 2

Philip of Spain, the hufband of Mary, in vain exerted
his arts to acquire that afcendancy with Elizabeth which
he had formerly gained over her credulous and infatuat-
edfifter. He wifhed alfo to become the hufband of Eli-
zabeth, but his propofals were uniformly rejeted. No
doubt this di{appointment not a little heightened his dif-
Iike of the Englifh; and at length urged him, among

many
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many powerful polititical confiderations, to the efforts
which he made for the fubverfion and deftrution of the
country. . Elizabeth, always vigilant, foon penetrated
the dreadful fcheme. As early as 1574, there is not
any thing more frequent in our annals than inftraions
for'viewing fortifications ; for inquiring into the condi-
tion of the militia); taking frequent mufters ; and, in-
deed, for inflituting every kind of examination into the
ftrength and extent of the national refources. It ap-
pears, by this inquifition, that the ferviceable men
throﬁghout England were computed at, 182,929 ; of ]
whom, fuchas were armed, and in a capacity of imme-
diate aétion, were reckoned to be 62,464 ; and of light
horfe 2,566. The royal navy, in 1548, amounted to
no more than twenty-four fhips of all fizes: among
thefe the largeft, the Triumph, was one thoufand tons
burden, and the fmalleft was under fixty tons. ‘At the
fame time; all our fhips of one hundred tons and up-
wards were but one hundred and thirty-five; and all
under one hundred, and upwards of forty tons, were fix
hundred and fixty-fix. - The queen employed herfelf inr
augmenting this force, which, after all, bore no fair
proportion to the enemy. Nor did fhe negle&, under
the menaced invafion, to im;igorate the commerce of
her fubjects, and even to affail the enemy in every vul-
nerable direftion.—¢ A maritime - power injured, in-
fead of expoftulating, immediately makes reprxfals 4
With great juftice did Elizabeth acquire the glorious
diftinction of the RESTORER OF NAVAL POWER, and
SOVEREIGN OF THE NORTHERN SEAS.
But, while the queen was replenifhing her maga-
zines ; while ordering the conftruction of new cannon é
an
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and whille commanding the: manufaGure of a flore of
gunpowder, the firfl that England produced ; the took p
other methods, befides thofe already {pecified, of diftrefi-
ing and confounding her foes, . Having dete€ed the prin-
cipal engines by whem Philip propofed the accomplifh-
ment ,of his plans, inftead of expofing or defifoying
them, fhe contrived to turn them to her own preferva- -
tion; though they remained, all the time, and in their
own eftimation, the agents and the penfioners of Spain *.
Philip, far from deeming it expedient to conceal the
nature and intention of his preparations againft England,
arrogated to himfelf fuch ideas of infallible fuccefs, that
Le publifhed aloud both the extent and the force of his
¢ MOST HAPPY, AND INVINCIBLE ARMADA!” Ac-
cording to the lift which announcec! this equipment,
and which was publifhed in Latin and in mioft of the
European languages, except Englith, the armada con-
fifted of 130 fhips, making in all 57,868 tons; on
board of it were 19,295 foldiers, 8,450 mariners, 2,088
flaves, with 2,630 pieces of cannon, alfo 124 volunteers
of quality, and about 180 monks. Added to this force,
there was a large fleet of tenders, with a prodigieus
quantity of arms on board, intended for thofe who

* She caufed the Spanith ambaffador, Mendoza, whofe arts might have

. been otherwife dangerous, had he remained here, to be fo wronghton asto

forfeit his chara@er, by fuborning perfons to murder fecretary Cecil; and
to{pread libels in the night through the fireets, reflecting on herfelf. The
Spanifh emiffaiies employed to feduce her people, the took eare to engage
in plots againt her perfon, whereby they became fpeedily obnoxious to a
legal convi€ion, and fo were brought to an ignominous death, equally ter-
rible and fhameful to the papal faftion. This appears clearly from the
cafes of Parry and other confpirators, with whom her fecretaries played tilk
their treafons were 1ipe, and then feized and convicted them,

R weould
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would join them. Towards the clofe of May 1588,
the refpeé'ﬁvé officers repaired on board the armada at
Lifbon; and in a few days after the whole was in rea-
dinefs to fail. ~ They left Lifbon on the 1ft of June,
with hopes as great as ever yet deluded the moft con-
fident ambition, and with a pomp commenfurate to
their hopes. To contribute to the ftate and impreffion
of this force, twelve of the fhips weére named after the
twelve apoftles.

Such formidable proceedings might have juftified no
" inconfiderable alarm among the people upon whom they
were deftined to a&t : without betraying, however, any
fymptoms of difmay, Elizabeth and her minifters per-
formed 2ll- that prudence and courage could achieve.
There were not wanting advifers filly enough to fuggeft,
that the enemy fhould be allowed to land, and then
welcomed with a warm martial falute: but thofe who
then fo happily direCted the national councils thought
more wifely upon the fubjeét, and by confulting the na-
val reputation, confulted alfo the true interefls of Eng-
land. A good fleet, although by no means fo numerous
as the Spanith, long fince prepared for the impending
ftorm, was put under the command ‘of lord Howard of
Effingham, who had for his vice-admiral fir Francis
Drake, and for his rear-admiral fir John Hawkins, and
who was alfo affifted with many other experienced of-
ficers : they were ordered to lic on the weft coaft, in
readinefs to receive the enemy. Lord Hexiry Seymour,
with count Naffau, cruifed on the coaft of Flanders,
to watch the movements of the prince of Parma,.who
was expected to attempt a defcent.

When the minittry difcountenanced a land defence,

e ‘ they
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they difliked it mercly while propofed as the chief bar-
rier to mvaﬁon for they were too confiderate to be in-
fenfible to its jult importance, if viewed asa laft refource;
when the foe fhould have landed. An army of 81,000
men, well appointed, and wifely diftributed, under the
joint command of the earl of Leicefter and lord Hunf-
don, were occupied in the internal defence of the ftate.

The lord admiral having colle¢ted the whole of his
fleet, about ninety fail, and victualled them at Ply-
mouth, put to fea, and lay off and on in the channel,
between Uthant and Scilly. .

All parts of the kingdom were at once animated by
the vigour of government, and became equally emulous
in feconding its meafures. The city of London ad-
vanced great fums of money to the queen ; and, on being
defired to furnifh 5000 men and 15 fhips, they inftanta-
neoufly fupplied 10,000 men and 30 thips ! There was
indeed no apprehenfion on the countenances, no hefita-
tion in the minds of Englithmen: the hearts of the
people were as the heart of one man, filled with love of
Lis native land, and with joy and alacrity in its defence.

The Spaniards had hardly proceeded in their voyage
when they were fo affailed by the fury of the elements,
as to be obliged to put into the Groine. This circum-
ftance, but for the reafonings of lord Howard, had pro-
bably proved more difadv.atageous to the Englith than
to their enemies. It became now the univerfal report
that the armada was deftroyed ; and though the mi-
nifters did not credit the full extent of the account, they
yet concluded the Spamfh fleet to be fo much damaged,
that they would not be enabled to proceed till another
year, and therefore Walfingham, who thought his in-

R 2 telligence
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telligence fo far corre®, fignified the queen’§ i)lcafurc
to the lord admiral to fend back four of his largeft fhips
into port. The admiral received the fame information
as the court, but, doubting its truth, retained the foar
thips, alleging the danger of immediate credulity in
circumftances fo eventful, and adding that he would
rather keep the four fhips out at his own charge than
expofe the nation to fuch a hazard. Howard now bore
away towards Spain, and picked up fuch news of the
hottile fleet as foon confirmed the propriety of his re-
cent condu : he therefore regained Plymouth by the
12th of July, and fpeedily fupplied himfelf with fuch
flores as were wanting.

Meanwhile the Spaniards became in fome degree en-
trapped in a fnare from which Howard had fo fortu-
nately efcaped : meeting with an Englith fitherman,
while they lay at the Groine, who, either ignorantly or
defignedly, gave information that the Englith fleet,
lately at fea, had, fecing no profpect of the Spaniards
purfuing their defign that year, returned, and difcharged
the greater part of the failors; hearing this the duke of
Medina Sidonia, the Spanith commander, was induced
to depart from his orders*, with the view of furprifing

* Hisorders were—To repair, as wind and weather would allow, to the.
z0ad of Calais, and there to wait a junction with the dukeof Parma’s
fleet ; then, upon thieir meeting, to have opened a letter directed to both,
with further orders. He was effecially’commanded to fail, till this time,
along the woafts of Britanuy and Normandy, avoiding the Er glith, with
refpect to. whom, if he thould unexpectedly meet them, he was as yet to
a& purely on the defenfive, 'To the breach of their orders the Spanith
court afterwards imputed the mifcarriage 6f the enterprize. The duke
efcaped punifhment through the intereft of his wife, but don Diego' Flores
de Valtdez, whofe perfuafions greatly induced the duke to his rath ftepy
bieing conduéted to the cattle of St. Andero, was never heard of more.

~ the
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the Englifh, and thus deftroying their fleet. Falling
in with the Lizard, which they miftook for the Ram’s
Head near Plymouth, towards night; they ftood off to
fea till morning, in which interval they were defcried by
Fleming, a Scotch pirate *, who bore away inftantly for
Plymouth, and gave the lord admiral notice.

It was at four p. m. July 1g, that Howard received
this critical information. The feafon had fo far ad-
vanced that the Englifh began to feel little thought of
an enemy, and were almoft lulled into a fatal fecurity :
but the lord admiral was cqual to his fituation. He, to
flimulate others, not only appeared and gave orders in
every thing himfelf, but worked likewife with his own
hands, and with no more than fix fhips got the firft
night out of Plymouth, and the next morning, though
increafed only to thirty, and thefe the fmalleft of the
fleet, attacked the Spaniard. On the 20th of July,
fecing the Spanifh navy drawn up in a half moon, fail-
ing flowly through the channel, its wings being near
feven miles afunder, the admiral permitted them to
pafs, that, having the advantage of the wind, he might
the more _effeGtually affail them in the rear. And he
performed this intention, on the enfuing day, with fuch

courage and fuccefs, that he compelled don Martinez

de Ricalde, who did, notwithftanding, all that a brave
officer could daq, to retire with confiderable lofs and in
evident confufion,

* This man was, in reality, the caufe of the abfolute ruin of the Spa-
niards; for the prefervation of the Englifh was undoubtedly owing to his
providential difcovery of the enemy. At the requeft of the lord-admiral,
the queen afterwards granted a pardon to Fleming for his piracies, and a
penfion for the fervice he had rendered t» the nation in his timely inti«
mation of the approach of the Spanifh flcet.

R Many
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Many days were confumed in immaterial engage-~
* ments, or in plans which proved incapable of execution ;
while the Spaniards, the wind favouring them, conti~
nued their courfe up the channel, and anchored before ,
Calais on the 27th of July. = This was nearly the point
at which Howard wifhed them to arrive, as he was by
this means enabled to join lord Henry Seymour, and
ﬁr William Winter, who had waited w1th a frefh fqua-
dron in the ftraits of Dover. He now found himfelf
decidedly ftrengthened, commanding near one hundred
and forty fhips, and receiving daily additions, “cither of
fupply or force, from the public fpirited conduét of in-
dividuals. On the 28th it was therefore determined to
effett a firatagem long meditated againft the enemy.
The admiral, at the queen’s particular defire, picked out
eight of his worf} (hips, and, depofiting in thefe plenty
of pitch, tar, rofin, and wild-fire, and having charged
their cannon with bullets and chains, he fent them, be-
fore wind and with tide, about two hours after midnight,
under the condu& of Y oung and Prowfe, into the midft
of the Spanifh fleet, The approach of thefe veffels,
which had been kindled by the two officers cre they
quitted them, was no fooner perceived by the Spaniards,
than the whole fleet became victims of the moft dread-
ful confternation. - Numbers of the enemy had wit-
neffed the deftrudtion attendant on the machines that
were employed at the fiege of Antwerp; and naturally
fufpecling that the prefent, which already effeCted fuch
a prodigious blaze, as to reprefent the fky and ocean in
one united and general conflagration, were big witha
fate. equally trcmendous, they fet up a moft hideous cry

of



BARON OF EFFINGHAM. 247

of Cut your cables and get up your anchors, and immedi-
ately put to fea with the utmoft precipitation.

The next day, July 30, an admiral-galeafs ran athore
on the fands of Calais, where the was taken by the Eng-
lith, though not till don Hugo de Moncada, her captain,
was killed, and her hands, to the number of four hun-
dred, either drowned or involved in the fate of their
brave commander. Eager to retrieve, if poffible, their
accumulated diftrefles, the enemy colleGted near Grave~
ling, where, however, after fruitlefsly waiting for fome
relief from the prince of Parma, and finding themfelves
hard prefied by the fire of the Englifh, they made a Te-
folute effort to retreat through the ftraits of Dover,
But the wind coming about, with hard galesat N. W.
they were at firft driven on the coafts of Zealand, which
they yet efcaped by the wind foon after veering to S. Wi+
It is faid that when the Spanifh admiral gave the fignal
for weighing anchor, on the approaches of the fire-~
1hips, he did it only to avert prefent danger, and ordered
that each thip, the danger avoided, thould return to her
ftation. He certainly acted upon this plan, and at the
fame time fired a gun as a fignal for the fleet to rendez-
vous: but his fignal was purpofely mifunderftood by
fome, and could not be diftinguifhed by others whofe pa-
nic had carried them a confiderable way out to fea, fo
that when he collefted near Graveling, his force was
fadly diminithed. The duke, taking all circumitances
into view, now fummoned a council of war, by which_
it.was refolved, that, as there were no hopes of fuccefs
remaining, it would be more eligible to throw up their
defign, and to fave as many thips as poffible,

R 4 The
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‘The execution of this refolve admitted no delay. The
whole Spanifh navy made all the fail they could for
their own fhores, going north about. . .

The Spaniards had directed their courfe towards Zea-
land, chiefly with the view of being at hand to receive
reinforcements from the dilatory Parma ; but here again

.they were difappointed by the wifdom of the lord ad-
miral, who had fent lord Henry Seymour, with a ftout
fquadron to cruife off Zealand. Thus fruftrated, they
refolved to return to Spain by north of the Britifh ifles.
Arriving on the Scottifh coaft, purfuant to their laft re-
folution, and finding they were effeGtually prevented
from acquiring any fupplies, they threw their horfes
and mules overboard, to féve_watcr. Meanwhile the
lord admiral, leaving lord Seymour to affift the blockade
of the duke of Parma, and having ftationed fir William
‘Winter, with-another fquadron, in the narrow feas,
purfued the Spanith fleet as far as the Frith of Forth,
where he thought to deftroy them. - But the Spaniards
kept on their cowrfe by the Orkneys, the Weflern
Ifles, and Ireland. The lord admiral perceiving, at
Jength, that the real purpofe of this divifion of the ene-
my’s fleet was merely to efcape, defifted from the pur-
fuit; for he found himfelf much contra&ted in provi- "
fions, and deftitute of almoft every thing that was re-
quifite to a {uccefsful profecution of the chace. A part
of the Spanifh fleet, fuch of them as were properly
ftored, with the duke de Medina Sidonia on board, had
made direétly for the Bay of Bifcay.

‘What they miffed at the hands of Howard, was, how-
gyer, f'pecdily infli¢ted on the hoftile fleet by the fury

3 ‘ : of
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of the elements.  On the {econd of September, a tem- )
peit arofe, which drove moft of them athore, and up-
wards of thirty fhips and many thoufand men perithed
on the Irith coaft. Some were a fecond time forced
back into the Englith channel, and there captured either
by the Englith or by the Rochellers : others were caft,
away among the Weftern Ifles.

Such was the fate of the Great Spanifh Ar mada t—

It took no lefs than ‘three years preparing: it was de-
ftroyed in one month. It at firft numbered one hun-
dred and thirty fine thips, completely manned, and
amply provided : but no more than thirty-four of thefe,
many of them in a fhattered, all in a neceffitous,
condition, regained the: Spanifh coafts; and there pe-
rithed at leaft 20,000 of the individuals who had fo
eagerly embarked in the enterprize. It left Spain with
the charalter of Invincibility; and its firft progrefs
feemed to alarm all Europe for the fate of the Britifh
ifle: but that which had roufed the amazement, now
excited the derifion of the world.

The king of Spain is by fome f2id to have received
the intelligence of this difafter with great floicifin; but
this neither accords with the expcétations whic}g were
raifed of the fuccefs of his fleet, nor with the treatment of
don Diego Florez de Valdez, nor with Philip’s procla-
mation to prohibit mourning on the event. Far more
probable is the account, that, being at wafs when the
news was brought to him, Philip fware, after mafs,
¢ he would wafte and confume his crown, e‘veyn to the
value of a candleftick (pointing to one that ftood upon
the altar), but cither that he would utterly ruin Eliza-

beth
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beth and England, or elfe that himfelf and all Spain
thould become tiibutary to her.” As to Elizabeth,
fhe adopted that mode of exultation which became a
chriftian princefs : —fhe. performed a public thankfgiv-
ing, which was condudked with great folemnity, at St.
Paul’s, where the colours and ftandards taken from the
enemy were hung up : and f{he afterwards applied her-
felf to the diftribution of thofe rewards which had been
fo juftly merited by her navy *.

On every occafion, during the whole of this trying
fcene, and when viCtory was as yet indeterminate, the
abilities and courage of the lord adimiral fhone forth in
pre-eminent luftre. It was owing to his magnanimity,
experience, and prudence, that the defeat was at laft o
fignal ; and thofe who furmifed that our advantages
might have been ftill greater, yet do not impute any
want of exertion to Howard. The queen acknowledged
his great merits in very expreffive terms. - Though ex-
tremely frugal, the awarded him a penfion for life ; and
immediately after his expedition to the coaft of Spain,
with the earl of Eflex, in 1596, fhe advanced him to
the title and dignity of ear] of Nottingham, declaring,
in the patent, ¢« That, by the victory obtained anno
1588; he had fecured the kingdom of England from the
invafion of Spain, and other impending dangers; and
did alfo, in conjunélion with our dear coufin Robert

* Several medals were firuck in commemoration of . this glorious vic-
tory: one, in honour of the queen, reprefented fire-fhips, and a fleet in
hurry and confufion, with the infeription Dux Feemina Faffi: on another,
in honour of the Englith navy, with the device of a fleet flying under full
fail, was the motto Venit Vidit Fi ugite

earl
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el of Effex, feize by force the ifle and the ftrongly-
fortified caflle of Cadiz, in the furtheft part‘of Spain;
and did likewife entirely rout.and defeat another fleet of
the king of Spain, prepared in that port’againft this
kingdom.” When the earl of Nottingham firft enter~
ed the houfe of peers, "he was received with the moft
fively, and unufual marks of congratulation. He was
thortly after made lord juftice itinerant of all the forefts
fouth of Trent, for life.

Circum{tances of extreme delicacy and great appre-
henfion again demanded the fervices of Nottingham : in
1599, when the, Spaniard meditated a new invafion,
and when the conduét of the earl of Effex had ¢émbroiled
the concerns of Ireland, a good fleet and a large army
were expeditioufly colleted and put under the admiral’s
command, who-bore, for the fpace of fix weeks, the very
unufual and almoft unlimited authority of lord lieute-
nant general of all England.” When Effex, quitting
his poft in Ireland, afterwards gave himfelf up to rebel-
lion, and fortified himfelf in his houfe in - the Strandy
confining the chancellor and the chief juftice with other
nobles fent by the queen to inquire ingo his'grievances ;
Nottingham was {o fuccefsful in reducing this contuma-
cious earl, as to obtain from Elizabeth an encomium
which fhe had often applied to the charafter of her ad-
miral, that * he was born to ferve and to fave his coun-
try " The fame year the admiral was appointed one of
the commiffioners for executing the office of earl-mar-
fial.  To him, upon her death bed, the queen was alfo
free to make known her intention with refpeét to the
fucceflion ; an unequivocal proof of her regard for the

earl
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ear} of Nottingham, fince it was a difclofure for which
fhe had hitherto been in vain fupplicated by her moft
favoured minifters, and which, even at this time, the
made to no one fo readily as the admiral : ¢¢ Her throne
(the faid) was a throne of kings;” and, by her figns,
dire&ed the appointment of James of Scotland ¥,

The acceffion of James by no means-impeded the for-
tunes of the earl of Nottingham. "He was appointed
lord high fteward, that he might affift at the coronation
of the new fovereign ; and filled, thortly after, the moft
brilliant embafly that this country had ever before de-
puted. He was commiffioned to this employment, not
as a man of very great fortune, but from the known ge-
nerofity of his temper, and the number of his dependants
who at their own charge were content to accompany
him on the voyage. During his ftay at the Spanifh
court, the dignified {plendour of his diplomatic charaéter
procured the admiration and refpect of that people ; and
at his departure, Philip III. made him prefents ta the
amount of £.20,c00. Though this feafonable and even
“neceffary oftentation had, properly viewed, done honour
to the Englith government, at leaft as much as to its
agent, it was fome time ere Nottingham could entirely
erafe from the mind of James the unlucky ufe to which
his enemies had converted his unprecedented difplay
of magnificence; thefe men knew but too well the

* This account of the deceafe of queen Elizabeth evinces, on her part,
an 1on degree of attachment to the earl of Nottingham, whofe
courtcfs’had been the perpetrator of an aé (vide Andrews’s continuation
of Henry's Hiftory of Great Britain, vol, I. p. 109 to z01) which is
thought to have materially accelerated the queen’s ends

temper
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temper of their mafter, to whom there was not any
thing more offenfive than a popular and refpefted fub-
jelt*.

But Nottingham difappointed the ativity of his foes :
he regained the confidence of the king; was feleGted te
affift at the marriage of the lady Elizabeth with the
cleCor palatine, and afterwards efcorted her with a fqua-
dron to Fluthing, = Difqualified by age, and its attendant
infirmities, from profecuting the high duties of his of-
fice, he fhortly after refigned the poft of lord admiral to
Villiers earl of Buckingham. As his eftate was rather
contracted, and he had lately married a young wife, the
terms of his refignation were—that a debt of £.1800
due from him to the crown fhould be remitted ; that he
fhould have an annual penfion of £.1000 and that he
thould take feat in the houfe as earl of Nottingham,
according to his defcent, from the time of Richard IL
Buckingham vifited the late admiral in perfon, returning
him thanks for having refigned, and at the {ame time
prefenting his young countefs with £.3002. Nor is there
2 doubt but that Buckingham truly efleemed his veteran
predeceflor ; for he ever called him father, and bent his
knee whenever he approached him. The life that had
long heen exercifed to the moft beneficial ends, expe-
rienced, as it deferved, a calm and honourable clofe on

» Thisisa trait very confpicuous in the hiftory of this monarch. He
was always obferving to his nobles, when at court, ¢ that thry were there
but little veflels failing round the mafter-fh'p; whereas, in tie cbuntr},
they were fo many great fhips, each riding majeftically on its own firearr,
and more diftinguithed : a device by which he hoped to lure thom from
the metropolis into fituations in reality lefs favourable t) the op:rations of
popularity and ambition.

the
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the eleventh of December, 1624. The earl of Not-

tingham died at the advanced age of eighty-eight.
Extenfive as were the fervices, and acknowledged as
were the abilities and merits, of Nottingham, yet has he
not efcaped the ftri¢tures of his contemporaries. To
him isattributed, though rafhly, fome portion of that
envy which certainly too much infigenced the court of
Elizabeth; for it is fairly prefumable that the earl,
who was of a generous and manly difpofition, has in this
inftance been charged with the effets of the temper of
his firft countefs, whofe enmity to Effex feems unac-
countable.
" The perfon of Nottingham was graceful : his loyalty,
his patriotifin, his courage, are confpicuous in every act
of a long and indefatigable life. He loved the ftate
and hofpitality which were formerly attached to elevated
rank; of this his Spanith embaffy, and the practice of
keeping ¢ feven ftanding houfes at once,” are inconteft-
able proofs. On the whole, there is in the charater of
this nobleman much to admire, much to applaud, and
very little to cenfure.

SIR
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. SIR JOHN HAWKINS,
ADMIRAL.

Sir Joun Hawkins was the fon of William
Hawkins, efq. by Joan, daughter’of William Trelawny,
efg. of Cornwall. The family of Hawkins were of
Devonthire, and poflefled great opuleqce and refpeta-
bility. Under his father, who is celebrated for his
voyages to Brazil, John moft probably acquired that
found maritime knowledge which raifed him to fuch
ditin&ion during the profperous years of queen Eliza-
beth: he was early inclined to the ftudy of navigation,
and became f{o great a proficient in this fcience, that he
was ** employed by Elizabeth as an officer at fea, when
fome, who were afterwards her chief commanders, were:
but boys, and learned the {kill, by which they rofe, from
him.”

Having in the courfe of his voyages to the Canaries,
gained fome infight into the flave trade, he fucceeded
with his friends in engaging them to open a new traffic;
firft to Guinea for flaves, and then™ to Hifpaniola, and
other Spanifh iflands, for fugars, hides, filver, &c. He failed %
from England upon this fpeculation in O&ober 1562.
Touching firft at Teneriffe, he proceeded to Guinea,
where having obtained three hundred negroes, he failed
dire@ly to Hifpaniola, at which place he completed his
purchafes and fales, and returned home in fafety, about

September
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September 1563. Another voyage, performed in nearly
the fame dire&ion, and tending to fimilar views, in
1564-5, added fo much to his nautical reputation, that
Harvey, thén Clarencieux king at arms, granted him
by patent, for his creft, a demi-moor in his proper
colour, bound with a cord.

Early in 1567 he failed to the relief of the French
proteftants in Rochelle; as this obje&t was almoft in-
ftantaneoufly effected, he employed the greater part of
the fummer in preparing for his third voyage to the
‘Weft Indies. 4

This voyage began, in ftorms, and terminated in war.
He failed from Plymouth, O&aber the 2d, 1567, and
met at firft with fuch repulfive weather that he pur-
pofed to return; but the tempeft abating, he profecuted
his route to the Canaries, to Guinea, and thence, for
the fale of his negroes, to Spanith America.  After
ftopping at Rio de la Hacha, and Carthagena, he was
again arrefted by the elements, on the coaft of Florida,
and compelled into St. John de Ulloa, in the bottom of
the bay of Mexico. He entered the poért on the 16th
of September 1568, and fecuring two perfons of dif-
tin&tion as hoftages, he forwarded his demands to
Mezico.

The appearance of the Spanifh fleet, on the 14th,
firft awakened the fufpicion of Hawkins ; who, however,
agreed to admit it, provided the new viceroy of Mexico,
who was on board, would ftipulate that the Englifh
thould have victuals for their money, that hoftages
fhould be given on both fides, and that the ifland and its
cannon fthould be entrufted to his crew while ‘they
remzined : to thefe démands the viceroy acceded, though

not
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not without evident relutance and ominous difcontent.
Upon this fettlement, bowever, the Spaniard was per-
mitted to enter the port on the 26th; mutual faluta-
tions paffed, and the two following days were employed
in a correét arrangement of the fhips of the two
nations. ‘ 1

But the movements of the Spaniards too foon juftified
the apprehenfions of the Englith. On the 24th
Hawkins difpatched a meflenger to the viceroy, with di-
rections to require an explanation of fome recent mo-
tions that were obferved on board the Spanifh fleet ; and
as the anfwer did not fatisfy the inquiry, he fent the
mafter of the Jefus, who underitood Spanifh, to learn
from the viceroy, whether a great number of men had
not been concealed in a (hip moored next the Minion,
and what purpofe was intended by their concealment.
The Spaniard’s language became at laft explicit; he de-
tained the mafter, he caufed the fignal trumpet to be
founded, and an attack was immediately commenced
againft the Englifh, in all direCtions. Thofe of our
cousitrymen who landed, attempted to regain their fhips,
but were all butchered, and the Minion was at once
befet by the three hundred who had been hid in an
adjacent veffel. The Minion and Jefus getting clear
of the enemy, began a moft ftubborn engagement, in
which the admiral of the Spaniards and another fhip
were funk, and their vice-admiral burned: it was a con-
flict truly honourable, but at the fame time really cala~
mitous to the Englith ; for the Minion and the Judith
were the only two of their fhips that efcaped, and even
the Judith became feparated from the Minion.

Extremely limited in food, and almoft exbaufted of

y S water,
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water, in tnknown feas, and many of her men wound-
ed, the Minion, under the command of Hawkins, en-
tered a creek in the bay of Mexico, on the 8th of O&to-
ber, in order to procure refrefhment. At this place,
one hundred of his company defired to be put afhore ;

. on the 16th he weighed, and flood through the gulph
of Florida; he ftopped in his way home, at Ponte Vedra
and Vigo, and arrived at Mount’s bay in Cornwall on
the 25th of January 1586. ¢ If (fays captain Hawkins)
all the miferies 2nd troublefome affairs of this {orrowful
voyage thould be perfectly :md thoroughly written,
there thould need a painful man with his pen, and as
great a time as he that wrote the lives and deaths of the
fna}tyrs.” In commemoration and reward of the
2&tion at Rio de 1a Hacha, tlre following addition was
inade to his arms. On an efcutcheon of pretence, or,
an efcallop between two palmer’s ftaves, fable. Fortu-
nately, the revolution of a few months brought to
Hawkins no unimportant opportunity.of humbling the
national {pirit of his adverfaries.

He was riding in Catwater with a {mall fquadron of
the Englifh fleet, when the Spanifh admiral, on his way
to bring Anne of Aufiria, the laft wife of Philip I1.
from Flanders, attempted to run between the ifland and
the place, unmindful of the ufual compliment to the

Englith ﬂag. ¢ Perceiving this, Hawkins ordered the,

gunner of his own fhip to fire at the rigging of the
Spaniflv admiral, who neverthelefs, taking no notice
hereof, the gunner -fired now at the hull, and fhot
through and through. The Spaniards, upon this, took
in their flags and topfails, and ran to anchor; the Spanifh
cemmander then fending an officer of diftinéion in a

i boat
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boat to carry at once his compliments and complaints
to Hawkins, he, ftanding upon deck, would not ad-
mit either the officer or his meffage; but bade him tell
his admiral, that, having neglected the refpect due to the
queen of England, in her feas and port, and having fo
large a fleet under his command, he muft not expc& to
lie there; but, in twelve hours weigh his anchor, and
be gone, otherwife he muft regard him as an enemy de-
clared, as his conduct had already rendered him fafpe&t-
ed. On receipt of this meflage the Spaniard went in
his boat to the Jefus of Lubeck, on board of which
Hawkins’s flag was 'flying, and defired an audience;
which was at firft refiited, but at length granted. The
Spaniard then expoftulated the matter, infifting- that
there was peace between the two crowns, and that he
knew not what to make of the treatment he had re-
ceived. Hawkins informed him that his own arrogance
had brought it upon him, for that he could notbut know
what refpect was due to the queen’s thips ; alfo, that he
had difpatched an exprefs to her majefty, with advice
of his behaviour, and that, meantime, he would do well
to depart. The Spaniard affected ignorance of his
offence, but proffered fatisfa&tion. To this Hawkins -
very mildly replicd, that he could not be a firanger to
what was pradifed by the French and Spaniards in their
own feas and ports : and put the cafe—*¢ Sir, added Haw-
kins, had an Englith fleet come into any of the king,
your mafter’s ports, his majefty’s thips being there, and
that thofe Englith fhips fhould carry their flags in their
tops, would you not ‘fhoot them down, and beat the
fhips out of your ports?’—This was an irrefiftible
appeal to the equity and common fenfe of the Spaniard’;

S 2 he
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he confefled his error, and fobmitted to the penalty
impofed.

Hawkins was appointed to the rank of rear admiral,
on board the Vi&ory, in1 583,*and acquitted himfelf fo
ably in the conflict with the Spanith armada, particalar-
ly in the purfuit of the enemy, as to obtain the honour
of knighthood, accompanied with very expreffive com-
mendations from his fovereign. In 1560 he was fent
with Sir Martin Frobifher to intercept the Plate fleet,
and annoy the Spanith coafts; an expedition that was
conduéied entirely to the fatisfaction of government.

As the war continued, a more effc@ual attack in thofe
parts was propofed by fir John Hawkins and fir Francis
Drake, to which the queen gave a ready countenance : the
plan, which was to be executed. at the joint cofts of the
commanders and her majefty, inciunded the burning of
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