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An Account of fome Books lately publifbed,

I. PINAX Rerums Natyralium BRITTANIARDAM continens
VEGETABILIA, ANIMALIA & FOSSILIA, in hoc infiila reper-
ta, Inchoatusy Auth, Chriftophoro Merret,ed.D.c5 trinfque So
cietatis Regiz focio.

The Learned and Inquifitive Author of this Book, hath by
his laudable example of colletting together, what Natural
things are to be found here in Exgland, ofall forts (which he
has done upon his own expences ) given an invitation to the
curious in all parts of the world to attempt the like, thereby
to cftablith the much defired and highly ufeful commerce
among Naturalifts, and to contribute every where to the com-
pofing of a genuin and full Hiffory of Nature,

Inthe Prefuce he intimates, that his ftock does ftill encreate
dayly 5 and that therefore the Reader may expett an dppendix
to this collettion.

In the Body of the Book, he enumerates all the Species, Al-
phabetically : And, asto Vegetables, he reckons up about 410,

Horts 3 and gives their Latize and Exglifb Names, and the Places
and Times of their growth: reducing them afterwards to cer-
tain Claffes, hitherto-ufed by Bozanick Writers in. their Hjffo-
ries of Plants : Adding the Etymelogy of their Generick
Names, and a compendious Regiffer of the Time,. whez and how
fong the Englifh Plants do fhoot and flourifh.

Asto Animals, he finds of themabout 340. kinds in England,
whereof the four-footed are about 50.. Birds 170. and Fifbes
120. Inféifs are inpumerable, which yet he endeavours to-enu-

merate, andto reduceto certain: C/affés 5 into which he alfo.

brings the three former kinds.

Concerning Folfils, he firf? takes notice of the Aetals found
in Englifh Mines 5 as Silver, Tin, Copper, Iron, Lead, Autimony,
and fome Gold extraled out of Tin. Next of the Stones, of
which he findsabout 70 forts;& amongft them, Briffol- Diamonds,
Agatec, Hyacinths, Emerods, Load-ftones, Toad-fiones (which
laft yet he affirms to be nothing but the grinding=teeth of ;Eﬁ
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Fith Lupws ) Pearls, Corals, Marble, Alablafler, Emery: To which
he adds the various kinds of: Coals 5 as allo Bitumens, Turfs,
and Jets. And.thirdly of the various kinds of Allum, Vitriel,
Niter, Sea~falt, Pit-falt. Butfourthlyof the various Earthr, of
which he reckons up 15, peculiar forts (befides thofe that
ferve for Husbandry, which are not eafily numbred 35 ) and
amongft them Read-lead, Black-lead and Fullers-earth,

He concludes all with mentioning the ‘feveral Metcors ap-
pearing in England 5 and the Hot Springs, and Medical Waters s
as alfo, the Salin, Petrifying, and fome more unufual Springs:
Item, Subterraneous Trees, Subterraneons Rivers, Ebbings and
Flowings of Wells, &ve,

11, PLACITA PHILOSOTNIC A Guariniv ‘The chief fubjett
of this Treatife is Natural Philofophy 5 upon many important
queftions whereof it inlargeth, as thofe of the Motion of the
Celeftial Bodies, of Light, of Meteors, and of the vital and
animal functions 3 leaving fometimes the common opinions,
and delighting in the defence of Paradoxes.

E.G, That the material fubftantial Form , is nothing but
#mera potentia, and fubfiftsnot by it {elf: by which. means:the
Author judges, he can free himfelf from many great difficulties
touching Generation and Corruption, which do perplex the other
Philofophers..

He holds Epicyeles to be impoflible, and Excentricks, not fuf-
ficient to explicate the motion of the Stars; but that all the
irregularities of this motion may be falved by the means of
certain Spiral Liness largely proving this Hypothefis, and par-
ticularly explicating the motion of each Planet.

He denies the middle Region of the Air to be cold; and
believes that cold is not:necefiary to condente the vapours into
Water.

He admits not.that received Axiome, That the gemeration of
one Body 75 the corruption of another 5 maintaining thet there
are Generations, to whichno corruption ever preceeded 3and
that it may happen, that one Animal without dying may be
changed into another Animal.

He alledges feveral reafons to evince, that the Air breathed

in, enters not only into the whole capacity of the Cheft,but alfo
into the lower belly. He
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Heis of opinion, that the Air, which is commonly believed
to corrupt eafily , is incorruptible ; alledging among other
reafons, this for.one, that experience thews, thatifa Botle be
exaltly ftop’d, there is never any mixt Body form'd in it 5
wherefore, faith be, the Air is not corrupted there.

He maintains, that ’tis not the afagret that draws the Iron,
but rather the Iron that attrals the Mugnet. To explain which he
affirms, that the Load-ftone {preads abroad out of it felf many
corpufcles which the fubftance of the Iron imbibes ; and that,as
dry things attract thofe that are moift, by the fame reafon Iron
draws the Load-ftose.

He rejects the [pecics Intentionalss, Vital and dnimal Spirits,
and helds many other uncommon opinions, touching iight,
the Iris,the Flux and Re-flux of the sen, Cre.

III, GUS1VS ORGANVM per Laurentium Belltni #oviffinee
deprebenfum. :

ThisAuthor propofing to himfelfto difcover both the prin-
cipal Orgar of the Tafte, and the nature of its obje#, begins
with the latter, and examines firft, what is 7affe ? He judges
that itis caufed by nothing but Salts, which- being varioufly fi-
gured, affets the tongue varioufly : alledging this for his
chiefreafon, that the Salt which is extracted by Chymifts out
of any mixt bedy whateuer it be, carries away with it all its
talte, and that the reft remains tafte-lefs. He adds that the
Teeth in grinding the Food, fervemuchto extract thisSalt
And he notes by the by, thatthe Teeth are {0 necefiary for
preparing the aliment, that certain Animals which feem to
have none, have them in their ftomach; and that nature has
put at theentry ofthe palat of thofethatare altogether defti-
tute of them, certain moveable inequalities, which are to them
inftead of Teeth.

But then fecondly, concerning the Organ of Tafte, he efteems,
that'tis neither the Flefh, nor the Tongue, nor the Membrans,
ror the Nerves found there, nor the Glanduls, called Anzygda-
linc 5 but tholc fittle eiminences, that are found upon the tongue
of all Animals. To obtainwhich, he obferves,

1. That from the middle ofthe Tongue to the root, as alfo
towards the tip, there are found innumerable /ittfe Rifings cal-
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led Papillares 5 but that from thetip of the Tongue unto the
{tring there is obferved none at -all.

2. He hath experimented, that if you put Sl Armoniack up-
on the places of the Tongue, where thofe Eminencies are not,
you fhall find no Tafte 5 but that you will find it prefently,afioon
you put any fuch Salt, where they are to bemet with. Ergo,
Jaith ke thofe Eminerdies are the principal Organ of Tafte.

3. Heaflures, that witha eaierefeope may be feen'in thofe
Rifings many little holes, at the bottom whereofthereare fmall
nerves, terminating there: But be direcfs, to obferve this in
live and healthy, notin dead or fick Animals.

Having laid down thefe Obfervaticns, he concludes, that the
manner, after which Tafte is perform’d, is this, That the parti-
cles of Salt paffing through thofe pores, which pierce the Papil~-
lary Eminences , and penetrating as far astothe nerves, that
meet them there, do by the means of their fnall points prick
them 3 which pricking 1s called the Zaffe.

Inthe meantime he acknowledges, that before him Signior
«Malpighi, Profeflor at Meffina, had made fome of thefe difco--
veries.

The notice of thefe two laft Books we owe to the Fremch
Fournal.

) Corre&in Numb. 19.
Pag. 342. lin. 33. read mix1 Ores-in fead of, méxe withOres.

Corre&t in this prefent Numb. zo0:
Pzyge 359.1ine 13. Read Marle for Pearle, .

London, Printed for Mofes Pitt at the White-
Hartin Listle-Britain,



