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The art of war is of vital importance to the state. It is a matter of life
and death, a road either to safty or to ruin. Hence if is a subject of inquiry
which can on no account be neglected. (G) To all nations War is a great
matter. Upon the army death or life depend: it is the means of the existence

or destruction of the State. (C)
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rule is to be intelligent; not to know it leads to wild movements and evil issues.

The knowledge of that unchanging rule produces a grand capacity and forberance,



and that capacity and forberance lead to a community of feelings with. all things.
From this community of fceling comes a kingliness of character; and he who is
King-like goes on to be heaven-like. In that likeness to heaven he posscsses
the Tao. Possesses of the Tao, he endures long; and to the end of his bodily

life, is exempt from all danger of decay.(L) § o)l S 4260 4m Bl H ¥ e I I RS 3
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The art of war, then, is governed by five constant factors, to be taken in-

to account in one’s deliberations, when seeking to determine the conditions

obtaining in the tield. These are: (1)The Moral Law; (2)Heaven;(3)Earth;
(4)The Commander;(5)Method and discipline (&)
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By Method and discipline are to be understood the marshalling of the army
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in its proper subdivisions, the gradations of rank among the officers, the main-

tenance of roads by which supplies may reach the army, and the control of



military expenditure. (G)
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Those five heads should be familiar to every general: he who knows them
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will be victories; he who knows them not will fail. (G)
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Now the general who wing a battle makes many calculations in his temple

ere the battle is fought. The general who loses a battle makes but few cal-

culations beforehand. Thus do many calculations lead to victory, and few

calculations to defeat: how much more no calculation at alll It is by atten-

tion to this point that I can foresee who is likely to win or lose.(G)
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No modern strategist but will approve the words of the old Chines gencral.
Moltke’s greatest triumph, tue capitulation of the huge French army at Sedan, was

won practically without bloodshed(G)
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But whin the army is restless and distrustful, trouble is sure to come from

the other feudal princes. This is simply bringing anarchy into the army,

and flinging victory away.(G)
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Thus we many know that there are five essentials tor victory: (1)He will
win who knows when to fight and when not to fight. (2)He will win who
kows how to handle both superior and inferior forces. (3)He will win
whose army is animated by the same spirit throughout all its ranks. (4)ITe
will win who prepared himself, wait to take the enemy unprepared. (5)1le
will win who has military capacity and is not interfered with by the

sovereign. Victory lies in the knowledge of these five points. (G)
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The ancient masters ot war first made their armies invincible, then waited
until the adversary could with certainty be defeated. The causes of deteat

come trom within; victory is born in the enemy’s camp (C)
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acts without clairning the results as his; he achieves his merit and does mnot rest

arrogantly in it:—he does not wish to display his superiority.)
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Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist only seoks battle after the

victory has been won, whereas he who is destined to defeat first fights and

afterwards looks for victory.(G)
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For the rule is the survey of land; the measure tclls the amount of that land’s

produce; the tables its population; from the scales their weight or quality is

made known; and then can we calculate victory or defeat. (C)
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A victoricus army opposed to a routed one, is as a pound’s weight placed
in the scale against a single grain. (G)
0 ERENLREENEER) [+ IHRE | QYD MM REERHKK
¥ e ge K
- ANE- S E SO SENE L S
| RSo$ | RERRSXEREFKXENISERRERE | & (SR ERE
BR | HRERE ) Mo e

The attack of conquering forces is as the outburst of long-pent-up waters

into sunken valleys. Such are the orders of battle. (C)
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The enemy is crushed, like the fall of a grindstone upon an egg, by knowledge
of his strength and weakness, and by the employment of truth and artifice, (C)
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In battle, there are not more than two method of attack—the direct and
indirect; yet those two in combination give rise to an endless series of
manceuvres. The direct and indirect lead on to each other in turn. It is

like moving in a circle—you never come to an end. Who can exhaust the
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Thus one who is skilful at keeping the emeny on tho move maintains deceitful
appearances, according to which the enemy will act. He sacrifices something,

that the enemy may snatch at it.(G)
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Sheridan once explained the reason of General Grant’s victories by saying
that‘‘while his opponents were kept full employed wondering what he was
going to do, he was thinking must of what he was going to do himself.”’
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when brightest seen, seems light to lack; who progress in it makes, seems drawing
back. Its even way is like a rugged track. Its firmest virtue seems but poor and
low. A vessel great, it is the slowest made. Loud is its sound, but never word it
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The general makes his plans in accordance with the dispositiuns of the
enemy, and puts his hosts in motion; but the multitude cannot appreciite

the general’s intention; they see the signs of victory, but they can not



discover the means.(C)
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Among the five elements there is no settled precedence; the four seasons
come and go; the days are long and short and the moon waxes and wanes
(so in war there is no fixity.) (C)
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YR A CHUN CHENG (Battle Tactics), VIL.
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The difficultv of tactical mancuvring consists in turning the devious into

the direct, and misfortune into gain (G)
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Thus, to take a long and circuitous route, after enticing the enemy out of
the way, and though starting after him, to contrive to reach the goal before

him, shows knowledge of the artifice of deviation.(G)
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B

Employing our whole force at one time in order to gain advantage over the
enemy, we may not have time enough to gain our object. If we push on with

a portion of the force only, the transport is lost. (C)
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Disarming helmet and armour; stopping neither day nor night; maching

double distance; doing double work; and finally contending with the enemy

at a distance of hundred leagues; results in the loss of th: general. Since

the drop in rear, only one-tenth of the forces is available. A forced march

of fifty leagues to secure an advantage may result in failure to the leader

of the vanguard, for only half his men will arrive. After a forced march of

thirty leagues to secure an advantage, only two-thirds of the army will be
available. (C)
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Disguise your movements; await a favourable oppotunity divid or unite

according to circumstance. (C)
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Let your rapidity be that of the wind, your compactness that of the forest.

In w&&:h and plundering be like fire, in immovability like a mountain.
Let your plans be dark and impenetrable as night and when you move fall

like a thunderbolt.
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So he who understands the crooked and the straight way conquers. These

arée the methods of Battle Tactics. (C)
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The flag is used to assist the sight. The use of bell, drum, banner and flag
is to attract the united attention of eye and ear. Night when you move, fall
like a thunderbolt. (G)
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The host thus forming a single united body, it is impossible either for the

brave to advance alone, or for the cowardly to retreat alome. This is tle

art of handling large masses of men.(G)
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In night-fighting, then, make much use of signal fires and drums, and in
fighting by day, and banners, as a means of influencing the ears and eyes

ot your army. (G)
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outlast the morning a heavy rain will not outlast the day, Who have the power

to make these things but rom<o.= and earth? And if heaven and earth cannot

continue them long, how shall a man do so? ] (O) — R HMEE R
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Disciplined and calm, to await the appearance of disorder and hubbub amon-
gest the enemy:—this is the art of retaining self-possession.(G)
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Do not attack an enemy on high ground, nor one who has high ground at

his back. Do not pursue an enemy who is imitating flight; do not attack a
spirited enemy.

If the enemy offer an allurement, do not take it. Do not interfere with an
enemy who has struck camp, and is about to retire. When surrounding an

enemy, allow him an outlet. Do not press a desperate enemy. These are
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Wherefore in he conduct of war do not depend on the enemy’s not coming,

but rely on your own preparations; do nét count on the enemy not attacking

your fortress, but leave nothing undefended. AOV
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has any predilections; they regard all persons and things as sacrificial
images. The wise man knows no distinctions; he beholds all men as things

made for holy uses] (O)
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These five faults in the leader are disastrous in war. The overthrow of the
army and the slaughter of the general arise from them. Therefore they

must be carefully considered. (C)
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As a rule, the soldiers prefer high ground to low. They prefer sunny places
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to those the sun does not reach. If the health of the troops be considered,
and they are encamped on high and sunny ground, diseases will be avoided,
and victory made certain. (C)
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When the enemy is close at hand and remains quiet, he is relying on the
natural strength of his position. When he keeps aloof and tries to provoke
a battle, he is anxious for the other side to advance. If his place of encampment

is easy of access, he is tendering a bait. (G)
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When the enemy use their weapons to rest upon, they are hungry. It the drawors

of water drink at the river, the enemy is suffering from thirst. (C)
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The killing of horses for food shows that the enemy is short of provisions.
When the cooking-spots are hung up on the wall and the soldiers turn not
in again, the enemy is at an end of his resources. (C)
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These six are the principlos connected with Earth. The general who has

attained a responsible post must be careful to stuly them.
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Now an army is exposel to six several canam’ties, not arising from natural
causes, but from faults for which the general is responsibla. These are: (1)
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Flight; (2) insubordination; (3) collapse; (4) ruin; (6) disorganisation; (6)
rout. (@)
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Generals, who are unable to estimate the enemy, who oppose small numbers
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to large, weakness to strength, and who do not put picked men in the van
of the army, cause it to ba routed. (C)
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Ground is the handmaid of victory. Ability to estimate the enemy, and plan

the victory; an eye for steepness, command and distances: these are the

qualities of the good general.
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Hence the experienced soldier, once in motion, is never bewildered; once he
has broken camp, he is never at a loss. Hence the saying: If you know the
enemy and know yourself, your victory will not stand in doubt; if you know

Heaven and know Earth, you may make your victory complete. (G)
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In raspect to the conduct of war there are:— (1) Distracting grcand; (2)
Disturbing ground; (3) Ground of contention; (4) Intersecting ground; (5)
Path-ridden ground; (6) Deeply-involved ground; (7) Difficult ground; (8)
Enclosed ground; (6) Death ground, ©)
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Those who were called skilful leaders of old knew how to drive a wedge
between the enemy’s front and rear; to prevent Co-operation between his large
and small divisions; to hinder the good troops from rescuing the bad, the officera
from rallying their men. (G) When the erymy’s men were scattered, they

prevented them from concentrating.
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If there be no alternative but death, the soldiers exert themselves to the utmost.
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In desperate place, soldiers lose the sense of fear. If there be no place of refuge,
there will be no wavering. Hw deeply involved in the enemy’s country, there

is unity. If it be unavoidable, the soldiers will fight their hardest. (C)
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On the day they are ordered out to battle, your soldiers may weep, those

sitting up bedewing their garments, and those lying down letting the tears
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run down their cheeks. But let them once be broght to bay, and they will

display the courage of a Chu or a Kuei (G)
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WY RS L E @il FEERBEDE G KEER [614B.C. Accession of Ho

Lu ([&H) 612. Ilo Lu attacks Chu, (#5) but is dissuaded from entering Ying, 2f

the capital. Shih Chi 3¢ mentions Sun Wu F%ik as general, 511. Another attack

on Chu &, 510. Wu %1 makes a successful attack on Yueh, #&, This is the firat

war between the two states. 509 or 508. Chu invades Wu, but is signally defeated

at Yu chang. ¥# _  Ilo Lu attacks Chu with the aid of Tang and Tsai. Decisive

battle of Po-chu 438, and capture of Ying. 2f. Last mention of Sun Wu in Shih

Chi. 5056. Yueh makes a raid on Wu in the absence of its army. Wu is beaten
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by Chin and evacuates Ying 204. Ho Lu sends Fu Chai F#= to attack Chu. 407.

Kou chien “%J§% becemes King of Yueh. 498. Wu attacks Yueh but is defe:ted
by Kou Chien at Tsui-li. % Ho Lu is killed. 494. Fu Chai defeats Kou Chien
in the great battle of Fu-chias FHX, and enter3s the capital of Yueh. 483. Kou
Chien renders homage to Wu. Death of Wu Tzu-hsu ¥, 478-476. Further
attacks by Yueh on Wu. 475. Kou chien lays seige to the capital of Wu. 473
Final defeat and extinction of Wu. J |
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On the distracting ground, unite the goldier's minds. On disturbing ground,

keop together. On disputed ground, try to take the enemy in rear. On
intersceting ground, look well to the defences. On path-ridlen ground, cultivate
intorcourse. On deeply-involved ground, be careful of supplies. On difficult
ground, do not linger. On enclosed ground, close the path of escape. On death
ground, show .SE soldiers that thero is no chance of survival. (C)
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Order should direct tho soldiers; but while what is advantageous should be

made known, what is disadvantageous should be concealed. (C)
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When war is declared, close the barriers; destroy passports; prevent the




passage of the enemy’s spies; conduct the business of the government with
vigilance. (C)
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There are five ways of attacking with fire. The first is to burn soldiers in
their camp; the second is to burn stores; the third is to burn baggage-trains;
the fourth is to burn arsenals and magazines; the fifth is to hurl dropping
fire amongst the enemy. (G)
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The moment for the tfive assault must be suitable. Further, appliances

must always be kept at hand. (C)
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The u.uovo_. season is when the weather is very dry; the special days are
those when is in the contellations of the Sieve, the Wall, the Wing or the

Crces-bar, for these four are all days of rising wind. (G)
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No ruler should vc» troops into the field merely to gratify his own spleen;
no general should fight a battle simply out of pique. If it is to your advan-
tage,make a forward move; if not, stay where you are.Anger may in time
change to gladness; vexation may be succeeded by content. But a kingdom
that has once been destroyed can never come again into being.(G)
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Bun Tzu's argument is certainly ingenious. He begins by adverting to the frightful

misery and vast expenditure of blood and treasure which war always brings in its
train. Now, unless you are kept informed of the enemy’s condition, and are ready
to strike at the right moment, a war may drag on for years. The only way to
get this information is to emply 8pies, and it is impossible to obtain trustworthy
8pies unless they are properly paid for their services. (@)
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Cromwell, one of the greatest and most practical of all cavalry leaders, had
officers styled ‘scout masters’, whose business it was to collect all possible
information no.«w&msm the enemy, through scouts and spies, etc., and much
of his succes in war was traceable to the previous knowledge of the enemy’s

moves thus gained. (Aid to scouting)
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Now the five kinds of spies are these: village spies, inner spies, converted

spies, death spies, living spies. (C)
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Having doomed spies, doing certain things ougq. for purposes of deception,
and allowing our own spies to know of them and report them to the enemy. (G)
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Without infinite capacity in the general, the employment of spies is impossible.

Their treatment requires benevolence and uprightness. Except they be observed

with the closest attention, the truth will not be obtained from them. (C)
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If a secret piece of news is devulged by a spy before the time is ripe, he
must be to death together with the man to whom the secret .Smm told. (G)
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Whether the object be to crush am army, to storm a city, or to assassinate

an individual, it is always necessary to begin by finding out the names of
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the attendants, the aides-de-camp, the doorkeepers and sentries of the general

in command.(G)
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We must tempt the converted spy into our service, because it is he that
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knows which of the local inhabitants are greedy of gain, and which of the
officials are open to corruption. Because the converted spy knows how the
enemy can best be deceived. Lastly, it is by his information that the surviving

spy can be used on appointed occasions. (G)
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In ancient times the rise to power of the province of Yin was due to Ichih,
who was sent to the country ot Hsia. Likewise during the foundation of the

state of Chu. Luya lived among the people of Shang.(C)
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