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Preface.

The investigation of the large Danish collections of hydroids from the Faroe Islands, Iceland,

and Greenland, and the researches into the interesting material brought home from the In go If

Expedition, have realised great results. In fact, several points of dispute as to the classification of

northern species have been settled. In the first place, the Danish collections contain original specimens

of some species which have been described as new several times after being originally recorded. In

other cases, the large number of specimens tend to bridge the division between species which have

hitherto been looked upon as "good" ones. It is, indeed, a matter of regret that deficiencies of diagnosis

and inaccurac}- of design have frequently put obstacles to the recognition of species previously recorded,

and that the literature has, consequently, been encumbered with synonyms whicli we should rather

have done without. This inconvenience, in fact, enforces the necessity of giving full and exhaustive

accounts of e\'er\' single species. The American investigators, indeed, on the pattern of Nutting-

have long tried to give brief diagnoses and drawings of all American species. But it must be observed

that, because of the impressionist way of drawing, the illustrations are, as a general rule, somewhat

wanting in accuracy, and to the brief diagnoses there is the objection that they are often too summary

to give exhaustive account of the distinguishing features. On the whole such weak points as appear

in the last works of Allman, have gone down to his epigones. Great difficulties, indeed, are in this

way given to students of the geographical distribution of the hydroids. No doubt, more species than

those which are at present pointed out by literature, are common to the European and the American

seas. But in general it proves impossible to form, on the ground of the brief diagnoses, a well-founded

opinion as to the virtual qualities of many species. As far as the European species are concerned, we

are fortunate in possessing the classic work of Hincks, A History of the British Zoophytes. However,

since the appearance of that work, plenty of fresh subjects have been added by descriptions of several

species and genera which can liardh' all be maintained, and publications have of late appeared in such

abundance that it j^roves difficult to students of this group of animals to find their way through the

crowded matter.

These are the reasons why I have tried to gi\'e new and detailed diagnoses of every single

species in question. The diagnoses are essentially founded on the copious material occurring in the

Danish collections. Of synonyms I have only selected those of absolute neccssitx-. Detailed accounts

of synonyniN- are found — as far as earlier literature is concerned — in the excellent treatises of Be dot,

Tlie Ingolf-lixpeililion. V. 6. I
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Materiaux pour servir a I'histoiie des Hydro'ides, and — regarding recent literature on northern

hydroids — in the groupings framed by Jaderholm (1909), Broch (1909), and Kramp (1914). As far

as possible, the various species are accompanied by maps illustrative of the geographical data in the

northern Atlantic. Besides the collections the recent literature has served as basis. In this respect

the groupings occurring in the works of Bonnevie (1899), Jaderholm (1909), Broch (1909), Sce-

mundsson (1911), and Kramp (1914), have proved particularly available.

I have made it a point to define precisely the limits of genera and families by full diagnoses,

and at the same time I have tried to account for the leading principles I hold to for the purpose of

division and classification. The various authors have maintained various opinions as to the systematic

principles of classification ; many of them have disregarded phylogeny and allowed biological considera-

tions to play a predominant part; consequently the circumscription of genera has been practised in

most various ways. To leave no opening for misunderstanding I ha\e thought it necessary to give

a detailed account of each species in question, even if the work should be delayed and grow a little

broader than I wanted. However, I hope that in this way the extensive and methodical Danish col-

lections will tell better and to fuller advantage than otherwise.

Trondhjevi the 22nd Aitgii-sf IQ15.



I. Introductory Notes.

Scarcel}- in aii\ other part of the animal world greater difficulties are thrown in the way of

the systematist than those occasioned by the lowest Coelenterata, impeding the attempts to establish

a natural grouping of tlie hydroids and their attendants, the hydroraedusse. This is due not only to

the actual deficiencies of our knowledge of these low organisms, but also to the fact — as pointed

out by Kiihn in his excellent summary (1913) — that the groups present partly a confused series of

adaptations and phenomena of convergency, partly the occurrence of medusse of widely divergent

development as companions of closely allied hydroids or, vice versa, closely allied medusae accompanying

hydroid polyps divergenth' de^eloped. It is a striking fact that in certain species, for instance the

Codonidcc, the phylogenetic development and differentiation of form of the medusse have been com-

paratively stunted, whereas the polyps [Corynidce, Pcnnariidcr, Ttibtilariidcr) have developed hetero-

geneously so as to present a large series of various forms. The exact reverse is represented

by the homogeneous polyps of the family BougainvilliidcB forming the nurse generation of the hetero-

geneously developed hydromedusEC of the families Margclido' and Tiarida. The possibility of construct-

ing a safe system common to medusse and hydroid polyps, indeed, appears remote. For in the first

place the two "generations", on account of their excessive abundance of species, have had to be treated

separateh', each generation b\' specialists of its own, and moreover, we are in fact still in the dark as

to which of the two generations is to be regarded as tlie primitive or the phylogenetically older.

When looked upon as a whole the group of Zoophytes must be characterized as a very low

group of animals. In the nurse generation as well as in the free-swimming medusse the structure

of the individual is very simple, though the medusse after all must be said to be a little higher

organised than the polyps. In addition to the two primary layers of cells, the endoderm and the ecto-

derm, occurs in the medusse a "mesogloea", whose descent from one or the other of the primary layers

is not yet definitely ascertained as far as all species are concerned. However, a mesogloea also occurs

with some hydroids, for instance the "parenchyma" of the TiibulariidcB^ which is a typical endodermal

formation.

To students of the hydroids it very soon becomes obvious that the leading systematic characters

have been derived from such criteria as urge themselves on a superficial view of the animals, while,

contrarily to the method practised in investigating most other groups of animals, the inner

anatomy is all Init entirely left out of account. This is due to the generally accepted view that the

I*
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structure of the hydropolyps is throughout quite houiogeneous and according!)' affords no holds of

use to the systeniatist. A careful study, however, of the slight information occurring in the literature as

to the structure of the polyps, will show that the old view is wrong. In this connection it will be

sufficient to refer to the excellent passage written by Kvihn (1913), Die x\usbildung des Polypenkorpers,

in which are mentioned several examples of the heterogeneous structure of the polyps in the various

groups of hydroids.

Nevertheless Kiihn himself (1913), in constructing his system of the hydroids, has, according

to the old practice, left this fact almost wholly out of account. I will afterwards come back to the

subject and point out how unreasonable it is to set aside this part of systematics even though a

thorough investigation of the anatomy of the polyps may seem almost impracticable because of the

state of preservation in which the hydroids generally occur in the materials of the great expeditions

and collections. In fact, it is confirmed that Levinsen (1893) is right, emphasizing that the systeniatist

in treating of hydroids should rather lay stress on all about the nourishing individuals than on the

varying development and organisation of the generative individuals.

a. The Hydroid Gonophores bearing on classification.

Our knowledge of the hydroids has advanced a vast stride ahead owing to the thorough

researches of Kiihn into the development and the organisation of the gonophores (1910). As to the

importance of the gonophores to systematics, it has lately (1913) been asserted by the same author

that no weight whatever can be given to the various gonophoral development, but that particular

stress should be laid on the structure of the full-grown gonophores. On account of difference of structure

he distinguishes between fourt)pes of sessile gonophores: eumedusoids, cryptomedusoids, heteromedusoids,

and, finally, the simple gonophores, called styloids (Bonne vie 1898). The eumedusoid gonophores, indeed,

retain the structure of the medusa throughout, and occasionally breaking awaj' [Campanularia iufcgra

Mc. Gillivr. — Agastra mira Hartlaub) occur like defective medusae. The structure of the crypto-

medusoid gonophores is more reduced. Certainly they keep their endocodon and their umbrellary cavity,

but have a single-layered umbrellary endoderm; however, also of cryptomedusoids occur exceptional

instances breaking away, as in Pachycordylc Weisiiiai/iii Hargitt. The heteromedusoids are entirely

wanting the umbrellary endoderm, and the inner umbrellary ectoderm is formed by delamination, not

by invagination of the outer ectoderm (endocodon). The simplest gonophores, finally, are without any

trace of medusoid organisation. These four types of sessil gonophores Kiihn (1913) regards as char-

acters important to the systeniatist for the division of h\droids into genera.

Stechow (1913) in his important work on Japanese hydroids occupies another standpoint,

attaching more importance to the conditions of the gonophores. Thus he draws nearer to earlier

principles of classification, but at the same time he tries to make his systematic division more manage-

able by drawing out characters from the outward morphology of the colonies, thus effecting the

transition to the American school. The Americans, headed by Nutting, look on classification only as

"a matter of convenience", and accordingly in their grouping.s, as a matter of fact, relinquish the idea

of constructing a natural system aiming at summing up and drawing by critical sifting of the char-

acters a skeletonlike picture of the phylogenetic affinities of the group of animals in question. Con-
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sequeiitly the system brought about by tlie American investigators, picking up lieterogeneous char-

acters, is indeed, as I have sliown in an earlier treatise (1909), to a great extent one of arbitrariness,

placing the species now in one, now in another genus, according to the character it is thought desir-

able to emphasize at the moment. The system has, in this way, become a matter of chance.

Before proceeding to the special explanation of the several species of li)droids and their occur-

rence in the seas of the northern Atlantic, we, therefore, must try to realize, from a systematic and

phylogenetic point of view, the value of each single character. In the first instance the question must

be answered what part the gonophores play as to the phylogeny of the hydroids or, in other words,

what importance has to be attached to the gonophores and their conditions for the purpose of

classification.

The application of the characters of the gonophores as distinguishing marks of higher system-

atic unities, of families, or of subfamilies, has been abandoned by all modern investigators of the

hydroids. On the other hand, it is held by several investigators that they are of importance as to the

limitation of genera. The last significant publications maintaining this view, are those of Kiihn (1913)

and vStechow (1913). Kiihu, however, applies the characters of the gonophores with much caution

and discretion, while Stechow, as a glance at his tables (1913, P- 36 and the following pages) suffices

to show, undiscerningly recurs to the jDrinciple of laying the main stress on tlie "medusa" as contrasted

with the "sporosac". In fact, as long as the limits between these designations are not more precisely

defined, they will be subject to much arbitrariness. An interesting instance is afforded b\ the point

in dispute, where the limits are to be drawn between the genera Corync and Syncoryne. The old

criterion, accepted by All man and other investigators, was the free medusa as contrasted with the

fixed gonophore or sporosac, and, to all appearance, it is the same limitation Stechow tries to

maintain in his table. Indeed, this principle of limitation was only supportable on the ground of the

deficient knowledge of the organisation and development of the hydroid gonophores attained to in

All man's days. Kiihn, therefore, (1913, p. 229) is seen to take quite another departure, defining the

Syncoryne as including all species having "medusa.-", while the Coryne is distinguished by st\loid

gonophores. It is evident from Kiihn's previous argiunent (1. c. p. 174) that under "mednssc" he also

includes the emnedusoids which normall\- do not break loose, and that accordingly Corync^ in his

opinion, exclusively embraces species having styloid gonophores.

Parallel to these genera Stechow also treats of Podocoryne (with medusas) and oi Ifydractiiiia

(with "sporosacs"). Kiihn (1913, p. 227) groups them in the following vague way:

Podocoryne \

\ Medusen (Margelinen), Enmedusoide, Cryptomedusoide, Styloide.
Hydractinia )

From his premises (1. c. p. 226) it appears that he agrees with most modern investigators, think-

ing it right that the two old genera should be merged into one, ffydractinia\ for he states that in

fact we have here before us a series of closely allied forms, in which "zwischeu Arten niit Vollmedusen

und einfachen Mednsoiden die verschiedensten Ubergange bestehen". Thus Kiihn, elsewhere considering

the characters of the gonophores as significant generic criteria, in this place actually reduces them

to mere specific characters.

In another connection Kiihn (1913 p. 197) gives an instance of the fact that the sexes in
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one and the same species can be distinguished by different types of gonophores; thus the female

gonophore of Laovicdca flcxiiosa Hi neks is heteromedusoid, while the male gonophore is styloid.

This strongly defined sexual dimorphism is most interesting, and the question is obvious whether the

case is a solitary one, or if in other species other types of gonophores, of those stated by Kiihn,

might perhaps be found united in one and the same species. On that account I have (1915) more

closely examined the development of the gonophores of, among others, the Tubidaria indivisa Lin.

and the Tubiilaria regalis Boeck, two species in which a marked sexual dimorphism is found pro-

nounced in the external characters of the gonophores. The examinations resulted in the startling result

that the female gonophores of both species are eumedusoid, though not equally high in medusoid

organisation, whereas the male gonophores of both species are heteromedusoid and of entirely the

same organisation and development as the gonophores of the genus Laiiipra Bonnevie (1898) (comp.

Broch 1915). It is owing to the gonophores that Lampra is separated from Corymorpha, the latter

genus producing free medusae or having gonophores eumedusoid. Acting on this principle of division,

as far as the species of the genus Tubularia are concerned, we should have to separate the male

Tubularia indivisa and Tubularia regalis as a new genus, while the female individuals belonging to

the same species would retain their places'.

The outcome of the searching studies of the last years shows, indeed, that in proportion as a

greater number of species have been examined, the more evidently the characters of the gonophores

appear as criteria of species. The increasing knowledge of the gonophores makes ever clearer that

the gonophores alone cannot form the base of any division of genera, but at most serve as second-

arily corroborative.

The free medusse show throughout a greater abundance of forms developed than the polyps,

which are more conservative. No doubt, the medusa; present a series of phenomena of adaptation

and, accordingly, display several characters of convergency, to which the systeraatists are inclined to

attach a greater phylogenetic value than is their virtual due. Nowhere, I dare say, the adaptations

to habits of life and the accommodations to varying physical conditions play such a part as with the

pelagic organisms, to which the slightest variation of salinity and of temperature causes great

changes of viscosity of the surrounding water, decisive of the adaptation of their suspension organs.

Therefore, the hydroid systematist should not lay too much stress on the statements of the medusoid

specialist as to the systematic grouping of the free-swimming generation
;
phylogenetically the char-

acters of the nurse generation are of the greatest interest. A similar state of things urges itself with

the sessile gonophores. It is a circumstance of vital importance to the raaintainance of the species,

that the generative individuals are able to accommodate themselves quickly to the peculiar conditions

of life to which the species is subjected. What I observed in my treatise on the Stylastcrtdcc (1914),

is fully applicable (or even more so) to the case under consideration: "Owing to their conservatism in

development the polyps are of the most important phylogenetic interest. The gonophores, the genera-

tive individuals, on the other hand, might almost be said to be a playball in the hands of chance

biological conditions and thus phylogenetically have much less interest".

' The possibility of a fusion of four species is precluded, as iu Tubularia indivisa and in Tubularia rrgalis cj and 9

occur iu the same colony.
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On account of their dependence on outward conditions and their power of plastic accommodation

to biological influences, the gonophores are unsuitable for basis of division into genera. On the other

hand, the genera, owing to the conditions of the gonophores, often fall into a series of biological

groups (or subgenera). The SNstematists who lay the main stress on the gonophores in establishing

the system, in fact apply biological conditions as fundanientum divisionis, and let phylogeny, tiie pro-

perly governing principle of systematic inquiry, recede into the shade.

b. The comparative anatomy of the nourishing individuals, and the system of the

athecate hydroids.

An exact review of the researches of the last years makes ever clearer, as also appears from

the statements above, the correctness of Levinsen's view (1893), maintaining that in the great classifica-

tion of the hydroids the main stress must be laid on the peculiar conditions of the nourishing polyps,

and reducing at the same time the modifications of growth and the conditions of the gonophores as

characters of subordinate importance. Later investigators' have, indeed, attached ever more importance

to the conditions of the polyps. But in so doing they have almost exclusively taken into considera-

tion such morphologic criteria as urge themselves on a superficial view of the polyps. The inner

anatomy, on the contrary, has been disregarded. Kiihu (1913) certainly b\' the way points out that

the inner anatomy can be different in the different groups. He treats (1. c. p. 50) at some length

of the peculiar structure of the polyps of the Tiihtlariidcc^ and points out the multifarious development

of the thccaphores. But in drawing the bases of his system he makes no attempt to turn these features

to further account.

As a result of searching inquiries, the structure of the polyps in the different genera and

families has turned out not to be quite so homogeneous as it has been generally held. Both in tlie

construction of the ectoderm and in that of the endoderm differentiations occur, which may be char-

acteristic of greater or smaller groups of species and give us several holds for judging the systems

drawn up for hydroids in the course of time.

Therefore, it will here be appropriate to give a brief synopsis of the more important peculiarities

of anatomy distinguishing the various groups of athecate lu'droids, in order to apply them afterwards

to drawing up the system of the group.

The ectoderm^ deciding by the disposition of its elements whether the tentacles have to be

clavifonn or not, has, to .some extent, been turned to account as fundanientum divisionis. The clavi-

form shape is particularly due to the accumulation of the stinging cells on the tips of the tentacles,

while the tentacles are filiform when the nematocjsts are more equably distributed. A third type of

tentacles, which, as far as is known, is found with all thecaphore hydroids, occurs in the Ej(dc7idriid(B\

' Works like that of Poche 11914) I leave out of account. That sort of "zoology" which is based not on study of

the organisms themselves, but only on what may be beaten up from books, here debouches in the construction of airy castles

of complicated systematics, which does not advance zoological science by a hairbreadth, but only contributes to increasing

the systematic confusion. Between "regnuni" and "family" are inserted 34 — thirty four — degrees. It is a matter of regret

that we do not learn how many osculant categories must be placed between "family" and "individual" to give a "full" picture

of nature. Hut this will suffice to illustrate the scientific value of the work.
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here the stinging; cells are arranged in dense transverse belts round the tentacles so as to give these,

when distended, a peculiar transversely striped appearance.

On the ground of filiform and claviform tentacles Ktihn (1913) divides the athecate hj-droids

into the two principal groups of Filifera and Capiiata. However, we find in the latter group also

instances of filiform tentacles; in the Pennariidce iiliiorm tentacles occur together with claviform ones;

in the TiihulariidcB, on the contrary, the claviform tentacles have disappeared, at any rate in the polyps

fully developed. Kiihn (1. c. p. 228), therefore, also makes the reservation that the tentacles are "dauernd

oder in der Jugend geknopft". Embryological studies on Corymorplia have, in fact, shown that the

actinula has claviform tentacles (Torrey 1907, Hartlaub 1907). However, this state of things cannot

be generalized as a matter of course to embrace the Tubularia\ on the contrary the figures of Allman

(1872) show quite distinctly that the actinula in Tubitlaria larynx and Tiibularia indivisa have filiform

tentacles, and inquiries into the Tiibularia regalis in the Trondhjem Fjord have shown no trace of

capitate tentacles during the development of the actinula. Nor do here claviform tentacles occur in

full-grown polyps.

But even though the definition of Kiihn must be characterized as erroneous so far, there is

another criterion showing that his division of groups is correct. A searching study of the very nemato-

cysts, shows, as a matter of fact, that the athecate hydroids fall into two large principal groups, cor-

responding to the Capiiata and the Filifera stated by Kiihn.

In the hydroids occur two characteristic principal fonns of nematocysts (PI. I, figs i— 7). In all

the Capiiata we find large oviform or almost wholly spherical nematocysts of the same principal type

as is often mentioned in the Hydra. These large nematocysts are always accumulated on the tips of

the claviform tentacles, as in the Coryne., while on the filiform tentacles of the Tubitlaria they are

more eqirably distributed all over the ectoderm of the tentacles. However, these stinging capsules are

also found elsewhere in the ectoderm of polyps, as is the case with Monocorync and Myriothela. In

the last mentioned form the nematocysts, like those oi Millepora, have developed dimorphicly; besides

the typical oviform nematocysts we find here a larger and more slender oval form; in general the

latter nematocysts are outnumbered by the oviform ones, but still they amount to a large percentage

of the total stock of stinging capsules occurring in the animal. In the ]\Iillepora this type of nemato-

cysts, judging from the figures in hand, is rather broad.

The rest of the hydroids are distinguished by quite a different type of nematocysts. The pre-

dominant type is a very small, all but rod-shaped nematocyst, particularl}- occurring in the tentacles,

generally accumulated in belts, verticalh' on the tentacle axis, giving the tentacles, when wholly

stretched out, a peculiar transversely striped appearance, like that of the tentacles of the Eudcndriinii

recorded. Concurrently with this typical small nematocyst distinguishing all Filifera sometimes occurs,

finally, a somewhat larger form, as in the Eudendriuvi and the S'tylasferidee. In the Eudendriinii

Wrighti we find in the tentacles only small rod-shaped stinging capsules; on the contrary in the

basal whorl of stinging cells of the pol}p body of the species in question the capsules are much larger,

though keeping a slenderly oval appearance. It is strange that this large type of the Eitdendriuiii

and the Stylasteridee should appear almost entirely consistent with the aberrant slenderly oval nemato-

cyst with the Myriothela. The simultaneous occurrence of the tyjje in so different and so highly
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organised forms suggests, indeed, that we have before lis plienoniena of convergency, the cause of

which is at the moment quite inexpHcable.

However, not only the ectoderm itself and its elements are of interest to comparative anatomy.

The derivates of the ectoderm are of great importance. In the same way as the ectoderm of

the stem secretes a periderm, we find that with all thecaphore hydroids a chitinous hydrotheca is

secerned b}- the ectoderm of the i^olyp. Remarkably enough, a parallel is found also in a single genus

of the athecate hydroids, the Pt'rif;oiiimus. In tliis genus the ectoderm of the polyp secretes a

"pseudohydrotheca", a hydrotheca-like, folding periderm case of a jellied substance surromiding the

basal portion of the polyp up to the tentacle whorl. The first inquiries as to the pseudohydrotheca

have been made by Hadzi (1913 and 1914). The pseudohydrotheca is distinguished from the real

hydrotheca in having no free margin, but being distalh' firmly connected with the ectoderm of the

polyp so as to be indistinguishable, on a superficial view, when the polyp is wholly distended. On the

contrary, when the polyp is contracted, the pseudohydrotheca is, in general, easily discerned, forming

a richly folded cover round the basal portion. The pseudohydrotheca bears some resemblance to the

genuine hydrotheca by the way in which the polyp is attached to it, the supporting lammella of the

polyp being basally connected with the pseudohydrotheca by a whorl of small chitinous pro-

minences. Similar chitinous ]3rominences are also seen, for instance in Eudcndriiiiii, connectmg the

soft parts of the stem with the periderm cover; systematically, however, no particular interest can be

attached to them.

Also in the endoderm diversities of great interest are found. The simplest, most homogeneous

shape is represented by the gastric endoderm of Clava (Broch 1911), forming a homogeneous epithel-

ium for absorbing the nourishment, from the orifice of the mouth to the passage of the polyp into

the stem; almost all of the cells of the gastric endoderm are filled with larger or smaller grains

showing a strong affinity to Delafield's hsematoxyline ("nutritive cells" and "albumen celLs", comp.

Schneider 1902). As to Coryiu\ the state of things is quite different; here the endoderm in the

portion nearest to the mouth is extremely rich in mucous gland cells, while the digestive cells are

comparatively few in nunil)er. In Coryuc we must consequently distinguish between the oral

portion secerning mucus and the part of the endoderm of the poh'p which is the proper gastric or

digestive portion. The difference between these two endodermal zones appears still more distinctly in

Myriotlicla\ the glandular cells are here densely concentrated on a small portion near to the mouth,

strongly conspicuous by its clear blueing after being treated with Delafield's htematoxyline; the

other endodermal cellular forms have almost wholly disappeared in the glandular zone with

Myriothtia. In Tubularia, on the contrary, the glandular zone has disappeared, so that the endoderm

here by its homogeneous appearance all over the polyp strongly recalls the case of Clava.

A rather different state of things is found in the Bongaimnlliidg: Here, indeed, mucous cells,

occur in the oral endoderm of the polyj). lint the bulk of the cellular elements in the oral portion as

far as the whorl of the tentacles, is constituted by cells which appear indifferent to the nutritive element.s.

All the cells here have small nuclei strongly concentrated, while in the gastric endoderm taking the

nourishment, from the whorl of tentacles and downwards, the nuclei are large, with open chromatinc

nrt-work. This condition of things is still more ])ronounccd in Hitdiiidriidii , the mucous cells of

riic Inyolf-lixncilition. V. 6.
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which, however, are most frequently concentrated in the proboscis, closely to the basis of the tentacles,

where the entrance to the proper gastric cave is found.

Thus there is throughout a typical difference between the Capitafa and the Filifera as to

endodermal matters, though the Clava apparently presents an intermediate form or a form of depar-

ture from which the other types are derivable. Simultaneously the Filifera^ as far as can be judged

from the data in hand, bear a typical resemblance to the thecaphore hydroids, and here the parallel

between the Eudendrhim and the CampanuLariidcr is particularly obvious. Whether this is owing to

a closer affinity or it must be explained only as a phenomenon of convergency, we must at present

leave imanswered, because of our deficient knowledge of the group.

A single family, the Tubulariidcr^ shows an anatomic peculiarity, as with the species of this family

there occurs a peculiar m'esogloeal formation. At the basis of the large tentacles the endoderm has

developed a thick supporting cushion formed as a ring of mesogloeal tissue of large cells round the polyp.

This leans inwardly on the supporting lamella, and is bounded against the axial endoderm of the tentacles

by a delicate membrane, which in some cases it is rather difficult to point out.

Hollow tentacles occur in two ways. In their original .shape they are, as is the ca.se with

Hydra, openly communicating with the gastric cave of the polyp. This state of thing.s, however,

has ceased with most hydroids and cannot be found in any of our northern species. In these, on the

other hand, occasionally occurs, as in Cla'c'a multicornis and in Myriothela a central cavity in

the tentacles, at any rate in their basal part. This cavity, however, does not communicate with the

gastric cave of the polyp, but is basally bounded by the unbroken supporting lamella. This central

cavity of the tentacles, as it is represented by well-developed Clava lunUiconiis, might be looked upon

as a primitive condition of things. However, in forms so highly organised as Myriothela, it must

sooner be considered as a secondary phenomenon, which cannot have any direct correspondence with

the primitive condition of things in Hydra.

In Myriothela the tentacles show a peculiar structure, elsewhere unknown in the hydroids.

The matter is more precisely described by Jaderholm (1905). The supporting lamella is in the

thickened distal part of the tentacle transformed into a cushion constructed by delicate radially

placed fibres, showing no cellular structure and densely crowded. They seem to be intended for

strongly stiffening the distal portion of the tentacles and for making the armed outmost portion of

the tentacles larger and more powerful of resistance.

On the ground of the anatomical features stated, and of morphological characters hitherto turned

to account in systematics, is brought about a s\stem which, as far as the athecate hydroid families

are concerned, can be summed up in the following key of determination:

A. No formation of gonophorcs. Eggs and sperms, developed in the wall of the polyp. The tentacles

— if such ones occur — hollow, openly communicating with the gastric cave (Sectio Simplicia nov.)

Fam. Hydridcr.

B. The generative cells developed in special gonophores.

I. The polyps with large, broadly oval or spherical nematocysts (Sectio Capitata Kiihn).

a. The tentacles of the polyp wholly or in part claviform.
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i) The polyp having only one kind of neniatocysts. The claviform tentacles of simple struc-

ture, having no central cavity and no particularly developed supporting lamella.

a. All tentacles claviform. Fam. Corynidcr.

[i. The distal tentacles claviform; proximally a whorl of filiform tentacles. I'-am. PoDiariidcr.

2) The polyps, besides having oviform or spherical neniatocysts, also provided with slendcrl)-

oval or nearly cylindrical stinging capsules.

a. Without calcareous skeleton. The claviform tentacles having a central cavity, greatly

widened distally, but not openly communicating witli the gastric cavity of the polyp.

The supporting lamella, in the outer portion of the tentacles, developed into a thick

radial fibrous supporting tissue. Fam. Myriothclida\

p. Colonies with calcareous skeleton. The tentacles of simple structure, having no central

cavity. Fam. Millcporidcc.

b. All the tentacles of the polyp filiform, arranged in two main circles:

1) The proximal (basal) whorl of tentacles leaning against a well-developed mesogloual cushion.

The polyps of radial symmetrical structure. Fam. Tnbulariidcc.

2) The mesoglaal formation at the basis of the proximal whorl of tentacles almost wanting,

owing to radial canals. The structure of the polyps bilaterally symmetric. Fam. Braiich-

ioccrianthidce.

II. The neniatocysts always only .slender, the small ones quite rod-shaped. (Sectio Filifera Kiilin).

a. Colonies without calcareous skeleton.

1) The tentacles irregularly spread all over the polyp, or reducible to a single large tentacle.

The endoderm not differentiated into oral endoderm and gastric endoderm. Fam. Clavidce.

2) The tentacles forming a main circle round the polyp. The endoderm differentiated into

an oral endoderm and a gastric endoderni.

a. The polyps fusiform with conically pointed proboscis. Fam. Bougainvilluda;.

j3. The broad body of the polyp well defined from the stem, and provided with a cla\i-

form proboscis placed with a narrow basis on the whorl of the tentacles. Often two

kinds of nematocysts, large ones and small ones. Fam. Eudendriida:.

b. Colonies with calcareous skeleton and with two kinds of nematocysts, the large ones being

slenderly oval or nearly cylindric, frequently slightly cur\-ed. Fam. Stylastcridcc.

II. Athecate Hydroids of the Northern Atlantic.

Section Capitata Kiihn.

Family Corynidae.
"Hydroids with fusiform or more cylindric pohj)es, whose oral portion is coiiicall\- pointed.

The stinging capsules are large, oviform, or almost globular. All the tentacles of the polype are

capitate with the stinging cells mainly concentrated on the thickened distal portion. The structure

2*
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of the tentacles is simple, with no central cavity, and with a thin supporting lamella without any

particular thickening. In the endoderm we must distinguish between an oral portion, abounding

in mucous gland cells, and the gastral portion proper. The colonies develop no calcareous skeleton".

It is questionable, as is also pointed out by Kiihn (1913), whether it is justifiable to maintain

the Corynidac and the Pcnnariidae as two distinct families. Stechow (1913) states that "das gleich-

zeitige Vorkommen geknopfter und fadenformiger Tentakel ein vorziigliches Merkmal fiir das Bestim-

men ist"; simultaneously, however, he ranks the genera Acaulis and Clavatclla with the Corynidac^

though, having tentacles both capitate and filiform, they should, from this main characteristic, be

reckoned among the Pennariidac. Also as compared with the Tubulariidae, the limitation of the Pcnnarii-

dae makes some difficulty. Thus Bonnevie (1899) e. g. classes Hctcrostcplianiis among the Tu-

bulariidac in spite of the fact that the species is provided with capitate distal tentacles. Stechow

(1913), on the other hand, as well as Broch (1911), ranks this genus with the Poinariidac. I regret

that I am in lack of material for a more thorough inquiry into the Pcnnariidae; it is not unlikely

that the anatomical structure of the polypes might afford safer holds for the judging of this group of

hydroids than the merely outward morphological characters.

The Corynidac form a very central group, with which all the other groups of the section of

Capitala, stated by Kiihn, are likely to have originated. — At the first glance it may appear as if

one of the genera Monocoryne has got nematocysts heterogeneously developed, so as to show, be-

sides oviform or globular capsules, partly also long, narrowly oval ones. That this is not the case, is ascer-

tained by a careful study of material of Monocoryne gigantca (Bonnevie) collected in the

Trondhjemsfjord. Partly all the nematocysts of this shape are discharged, and partly developmental

stages of other nematocysts than oviform ones are not traceable. It is, therefore, obvious that, in

being discharged, the oviform nematocysts assume a narrowly oval shape. The apparent dimorphism

of the nematocysts would otherwise have been greatly interesting as a connecting link with Myrio-

thcla^ and would have been likely to support the supposition of Bonnevie (1899) of the derivation of

the last-mentioned genus from the Corynidac through Monocoryne. But as a matter of fact, the large

Monocoryne gigantca shows the anatomical structure of the true Corynidac. Swenander (1903) mentions

that its tentacles are coalesced at the basis; this statement, however, only holds good for the ectoderm,

which in several places appears to be stratified ; the endoderm, as far as the single tentacles are con-

cerned, continues, wholly surrounded by the ectoderm, to the supporting lamella. Monocoryne gigantca

presents another peculiarity which the inquirers have hitherto obviously failed to notice; the indivi-

duals are hermaphrodite, in a most peculiar way. Not only we find in a single individual .sheer female

and sheer male gonophores; but among these also occur several gonophores containing, besides large

ova, also sperms and spermatocytes of all stages. The gonophores of this species are reduced to

cryptomedusoids.

In the internal structure of the polype of the Corynidac our attention is fixed on a great ac-

cumulation of mucous gland cells in the endoderm next to the orifice. Here are densely accumulated

a lot of cells, whose affinity with Delafield's haematoxyline make them very conspicuous on material

well preserved. This concentrated glandular zone is found still more strongly marked in the Myrio-



HYDROIDA 13

lliclidiii^ whereas in tlie Tttbulariidac it bus disappeared. It furnis a striking contrast to llie proboscis

of the Endoidriidac, the outer oral portion of wliich is more abounding in indifferent endodernial

cells and more nearly approaching the state of things in the Bougai)ivilliidai\ in which, however, also

the indifferent endodernial cells appear in larger numbers. As is mentioned before, this oral zone is

wanting l)otli in the Clavidac and the Stylastcridac.

The Coryiiidac, like their near relations the Afyriofhclida(\ are distinguished by a vigorously

developed polype musculation, and in connection with this show an astonishing power of changing

appearance and volume. It is easy for them to swallow a comparatively large copepode, and in my

material I have found several shapeless-looking Corj'wc-polypes which were digesting rather large

crustaceans. Thus they are verv greedy animals, frequently feeding on organisms larger than the

polype of normal size. Series of sections show how the food half dissolved also is led direct into the

gonophores and is absorbed by their endodernial spadix. The endodernial cells of the spadi.x then are

filled with some granulous contents, which are greedily absorbing and tenaciously keeping the hacma-

toxyliue of Delafield, while they are rather indifferent to both the haematoxyline of Bohmer and

to eosine. However, the cells also contain several eosinophile grain.s.

Gen. Coryne Gaertner.

'•^Coryiiidac formiug colonies, with solitary capitate tentacles spread all over the hydranth. The

colony is formed by the ramification of an upright hydrocaulus, whose tubes do not communicate

through secondary canals. The gonophores are developed on the proximal portion of the polypes".

Many investigators place the species productive of medusae in a separate genus, Syncorync.

This criterion, however, is of merely biological nature, and thus of less importance to systematists.

And apart from this, it is evident that some species of Coryiic produce more strongly reduced eume-

dusoids which are onl\- quite exceptionally detached from the mother colony. The species have not

yet been sufficiently examined. Therefore, it is obvious that, for instance, the species Coryi/c Lovcni

(M. Sars) must have been several times confounded with Coryne Sarsi (Loven). In the medusoid

gouo2:)hores of the former species the tentacles are wholly reduced, while Coryne Sarsi has complete

medusoid gonophores with tentacles. The opinion maintained by L. Agassi z (1S60) and Hincks

(1868), based on the ob.servations of L,. Agassiz (I.e.) and Clark (1865), that some species of Coryne

at one time of their lives produce free-swimming medusae, at other times, on the contrary, sessile

eumedusoids, has not yet been refuted, but, quite the contrary, been strengthened by the observation

of a parallel condition of things in species of Campaintlaria ((iiard 1899, Behner 1914). It is

not impossible that Coryne Sarsi should be one of these species of Coryne. In Coryne Lovcni the

eumedusoid gonophore has lost its tentacles, and at the same time the development of the generative

cells shows us that the gonophores are not here normalh- disengaged from the colony. Other specie-s,

such as Coryne Ilincksi B o n n e v i e and Coryne brcvicornis B o 11 n e v i e, seem to ha\'e gonophores

somewhat more reduced, still, however, keeping the medusoid structure strongly defined. These

species, then, exhibit stages forming the transition to Coryne pttsilla Gartner with its strong!}'

reduced styloid gonophores.
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If we, therefore, like Kiihn (1913) and Stechow (1913), separate Syucorync as a genus of its

owu, there will be insurmountable difficulties about drawing the limits. If, as is done by Stechow,

the limit is drawn by the production of free-swimming medusae, Coryiic Lovciii must normally be

omitted from the genus Syncorync^ and a species such as Corync Sarsi will j^robably have to be reck-

oned sometimes among the Syucorync^ at other times, on the contrary, among the Corync. If, on

the other hand, we follow K ii h n and draw the limits of genera between species with eumedusoid

gonophores and species having gonophores more strongly reduced, it may be greatly questionable

where, for instance, Corync Hincksi and Corync brcvicornis ought in fact to be j^laced. In this case

as in others, the more species we learn to know more exactly, the more impossible it proves to draw

the limits of genera on the ground of gonophoral conditions. To this must be added that in all the

species of Cotyiic or Syncoiync the colonies and the polypes are so uniform as to their appearance,

that they cannot with certainty be identified to .species or included under one or the other of the two

"genera", if the gonophores are wanting or only little developed. It is, therefore, absurd to insist on

drawing an artificial and arbitrary line of distinction, founding on merely biological phenomena of

adaption.

Coryne Sarsii (Loven) Johnston.

1835 Syncoryna Sarsi/\ Loven, Bidrag til Kannedomen af Sliigterna Cainpainilaria och Syncoryna

p. 275, pi. 8, fig. 1—6.

1847 Corync Sarsi/\ Johnston. A History of the British Zoophytes, p. 43.

Pigii Syucorync Sarsii, Ssemundsson, Bidrag til Kundskaben om de islandske Hydroider II, p. 72.

"The delicately constructed colonies attain to a height of up to 30 mm. The hydrocaulus is

wholly irregularly ramified with no distinct main stem; the branches form acute angles with the stem

or the main branch whence they proceed; both the stems and the branches are almost entirely

smooth with no rings nor wrinkles. The strongly contractile polype, when extended, attains to a

length of ujj to 1.5 mm., and is then almost wholly filiform; when contracted, it is oviform or nearly

globular. The numerous capitate tentacles are irregularly distributed over the polype.

The gonophores develop into medusae, which are likely to break away during the greater

part of the generative period of the jjolype; the medusa bud developes four tentacles. One or two,

more rarely three, gonophores occur simultaneously on the polype".

Material:

Iceland, Reykjavik. Shallow water (associated with .small Mytiliis).

In all probability, Ssemundsson (1902, 1911) is right in including these very delicately con-

structed colonies under Coryne Sarsii. The occurrence of the species is boreal. But the possibility that

the species is frequently confused with forms nearly related, as yet precludes certain decision as to its

distribution. Corync Sarsii is recorded from the coasts of Norway, Bohuslan, Denmark, Helgoland,

Great Britain, Iceland, and Northern France. Har tlaub (1905 a) and Jad erholm (1903), though with

some doubt, refer some colonies from Tierra del Fuego and from Patagonia to the same species.
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Coryne Loveni (M. vSars) Bonnevie.

1835 Sy?icoryiia nniiosa, Loven, Bidrag til Kannedomeu af Sliigtenia Carnpaintlaria och Syncoryna^ p.

275, pi. 8, figs. 7—10.

1846 — Loveni, M. vSars, Fauna littoralis Norvegiae, p. 2, footnote.

1899 Coryiic Lo7'ciu\ Bonnevie, Nor.skc Nordhav.s-Expedition, p. 14.

"The colonies are rather coarseh' constructed and attain a height of up to 30 mm. The hydro-

caulus is wholly irregularly ramified and shows no distinct main stem. The branches proceed almost

rectangularly from the stem or the mother branch, but at once curve upwards, forming a very acute

angle or even a parallel with it. The h)'drocaulus and the branches are almost entirely smooth, having

only here and there wrinkles slightly indicated. The strongly contractile polype, when extended,

200 m. boom .. looom. 2 00 m.

Text-fig. A. The occurence of Coryne Loveiii in the Northern Atlantic (the hatched coastal Region denotes

a scattered occurence, the totally black parts indicate a common occurence)

attains to a length of nearly 2 mm., and then is slcnderh- fusiform or nearly c>'lindric; when contracted

it is oviform, oval, or almost globular. The numerous capitate tentacles are irregidarly distrilmted

all over the pohpe.

The gonophores develop into eumedusoid.s, 1.5 mm. long, with no tentacles, normally not break-

ing away; they have four well-developed radial canals and a circular canal. Up to three gonophores

occur on the polype near its base".

Material

:

Crreenland, Oodthaab

Norway-, Bjarkoi, I^ofoten

litoral (on Ascophylliim)

litoral (on Fncotdcae)
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Hartlaub (1907) informs lis that in his aquaria he has observed a Syncoryne^ whose gono-

phores are not set free, though being full-grown medusae with four tentacles well develojjed; the

generative products are developed in the sessile medusa, which is reduced after having performed her

generative task. Hartlaub refers this form to Cory11 e [Syncorync) Loveni M. Sars. This identifica-

tion however, cannot be right; most likely we have here rather in hand individuals of the Coryi/r

Sarsti during the part of the generative period when the medusae are not detached. Through Mr.

C. Dons, conservator at Tromso, I received a very copious material of Coryiic Lovciii from Bjarkoi,

where the species occurs in abundance on the Fitcoidra in the tidal water region. The large number

of individuals examined have most frequently two, more rarely three gonophores, which are developed

into a complete medusa without any tentacles. The four radial canals end in a small enlargement,

which is the only indication of tentacles traceable. The species, accordingly, cannot be identical with

the form recorded by Hartlaub, but agrees very well with the description and the illustration given

by lyoven.

Corynr Lovcni is earlier known only from the west coast of Scandinavia'. Jaderholm (1909,

taf. I, fig. 7) gives an excellent drawing of the sjDecies collected from Bohuslan ; elsewhere it is recorded

from the coast of Norway from Bergen as far as Lofoten, where its occurrence in the northern part

of its habitat is most numerous. Some colonies from Godthaab show us that Coryiie Lovciii must

also be added to the fauna of Greenland. The species is native to the boreal tidal water zone and

attains to its most luxuriant development in the passage to the regions of the Artie Ocean.

Coryne pusilia Gartner.

1774 Coryne pusilia^ Gartner, in Pallas: Spicilegia zoologica vol. i, fasc. 10, pag. 40; pi. 4, fig. 8.

1893 Syncorynr vrirabilis Levinsen, Meduser, Ctenophorer og Hydroider fra Gronlands Vestkyst, p. 150.

1902 Coryne vermicularis^ C.fruticosa., Syncoryne exiviia^ Ssemundsson, Bidi"ag til Kundskaben om dc

islandske Hydroider, p. 50.

"The colonies are coarsely constructed, attaining a height of up to 40 mm. The hydrocaulus

is wholly irregularly branched, showing no distinct main stem ; the irregularly curved branches are

everywhere densely wrinkled and form almost right angles with the hydrocaulus or with the

mother branch. The strongly contractile polyp, when extended, attains to a length of 2.5 mm., and

is then slender and narrowly fusiform or almost wholly cylindrical; when contracted, it is oviform or

oval. The numerous capitate tentacles are irregularly distributed over the polyp.

The gonophores are globose, showing a styloid structure. There occur 4—8 gonophores, irregu-

larly distributed over the proximal (basal) half of the polyp".

Material:

The Faroe Islands.

Iceland: Grindavik. On littoral algae (labelled Coryne piisi/la and C./rii/ieosn).

Reykjavik. On littoral algae (labelled Syncorync cxiiiiia and Coryne 7'er/j//c///irr/s).

Greenland (labelled Syncoryne inirabilis).

I Dr. P. L. Kraiiip kiiiilly informs me, that Coryne Loveni is abuiulaiit in tht- Little Belt.
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A closer investigation of the living polyps and of their conditions very soon shows us that the

appearance of the polyp is varying very strongly according to its state of contraction. Now it is

stretched at length, assuming approximately the shaj^e of a thin worm, now it is again contracted to

a short, thick lump, very nearly approaching the globular shape. Sometimes the polyp is at the widest

at tlie base; sometimes it is contracted in this part, so tliat the largest width ap^iears farther out.

The study of the live po!\ps thus, in this case as in many others, shows us that many characters

which have l)een turned to account as criteria of .species with the Coelenterata, may be of most doubt-

ful value or even of no importance whatever to classification. In the first place, of course, this is appli-

cable to the various states of contraction, which, in Coryiic piisillo, have even led to subdivision into

several species. Jaderholm (1909) thus, on account of difference of shape of the polyp, still

distinguishes Coryiic pusilla and Coryiic vcrinicularis Hi neks; as, however, all other characters wholly

Text-fig. B. The distribution of Coryne pusilla iu the Northern Atlantic.

agree, and the differences put to account as specific characters fall far witliiu the limits of the polyp

movements described above from observation of living individuals, the sei^aration into species cannot

be recognized; Coryne vcrviicularis forms a synonym of Coryne pusilla and, in fact, oidy represents a

phase of the movement of the polyps.

Coryne pusilla has previously been recorded from the north of I'rauce, from Great liritain and

Ireland, from Helgoland, from Denmark, from Bohushhi, from the west coast of Norway, from the

Faroe Islands, and from Iceland (Reykja\'ik). In my material there also occurs a colony marked

"Greenland?", wrongly determined as Syncorync mirabilis Agass; the species thus seems to belong to

the fauna of Greenland, but particulars are still mi.ssing. The rather numerous Icelandic colonies of

the species are all derived from the .south-western point of the island. The .species, accordinglj-, must

The Ingolf-ExpcJition. V. 6. 3
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be characterized as southern boreal; it mainly occurs along the coasts of the North Sea and round

the British Isles; how far it advances to the north on the coast of Norway, we do not as yet know

with certainty; but a any rate it does not push forward as far as into the Arctic seas.

Coryne sp. aff. Hincksi Bonne vie.

Material :

"Ingolf St. 44. 6i°42' Lat. N., 9=36' Long. W., 545 met. 4.8°.

A small colony of young individuals of a species of Coryiic is attached to the stalk of a Tii-

bularia sp. The hydrocaulus is irregularly wrinkled and attains a height of up to 6 mm. with polyjjs

I— 2 mm. long. There occur 4—8 small, apj^arently medusoid, gonophores at the base of the polyp

closely below the tentacles. The tentacles are short. The stolon of the colony is reptant, the stalks

of the polyp are unbranched. On account of the bad state of preservation it is impossible to furnish

a proper design of the individuals.

It is possible that the individuals belong to the species Coryiic Hincksi Bonne vie, which

has previously been recorded only from a deptli of 100 fathoms near Hammerfest (Bonne vie 1899).

Family Myriothelidae.

"Large solitary hydroid polyps with stratified ectoderm, in which occur two kinds of nemato-

cysts. Besides the typical oviform nematocysts of Capitata are found in somewhat smaller numbers

narrowly oval or nearly cylindrical, rather large nematocysts which are especially frequently occur-

ring in the ectoderm of the gonophores. The tentacles are capitate with a central cavity which does

not communicate with the gastral cavity of the polyp, and which is distally broader. The vigorously

developed distal portion of the tentacles is shored up by a particularly developed portion of the supp-

orting lamella, here showing a fibrillary structure with fibres radiarily arranged. The supporting

lamella is vigorously developed in the wall of the polyp and provided with bilamellae. The eudoderm

exhibits a dense circle of mucous glands at the mouth of the animal. No calcareous skeleton is

developed".

The Myriothelidac seem to be nearly related to the Coryiiidat\ and also to the Milleporidac^

which latter form calcareous skeletons. The last mentioned family presents in its dimorphically

developed nematocysts a strong resemblance to the Llyriotliclidae. However, only a character as the

peculiarly developed supporting lamella in the thickened distal portion of the tentacles, as well as

the dimorphic development of the nematocysts, justifies the distinction of the Myriothciidac as a parti-

cular family beside the Corynidac. Already Bonne vie (1899) has pointed out the near rela-

tion between Myriothciidac and Corynidac and the bridge between them suggested by the species Mo-

nocoryne gigajitea (Bonne vie). The arrangement by groups of the tentacles and the attachment of

the gonophores to these groups are very likely to form the base of the development of the blasto-

styles of Myriothela. But on accoimt of the peculiar direction in which the structure of the tentacles
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of the Myriothelidae has developed, we cannot subscribe to the view of Kith 11 (1913), reducing tlie two

faniihes into one. The anatomical structure of the pol\ps of the two groups differs too much, and to

this difference must be attached a greater importance than the investigators have hitherto been inclined

to do; anatomically the difference between the groups is too great to allow their amalgamation, in

spite of the agreement of the two families as to the endodernuil mucous gland jjortion near the ori-

fice of the polyp.

Hitherto only one genus has been recorded of Myriothrlidar.

Gen. Myriothela M- Sars.

''The large solitary polyps have only exceptionally slight indications of hydrocaulus; in general

the base of the polyp is truncate or pointed and provided with rhizoids or filaments of adhesion,

which are in fact transformed teutacles. Both the ectoderm and the endoderm are stratified. The

tentacles are capitate and are irregularly distributed over the pohp and the blastostyles. The gono-

phores are developed on small polyp-like blastostyles attached to the inferior half of the polyp; the

blastostyles bear tentacles ou their distal portion".

The genus MyriotJuia is recorded from the northern seas and from the Antarctic Ocean. The

spread and rare occurrence of the individuals prevents us from deciding whether the genus is in fact

bijiolar, as the finds hitherto recorded seem to indicate.

Myriothela phrygia (Fabricius) M. Sars.

17S0 Lncrrnaria phrygia Fabricius, Fauna Groenlandica, Nr. 333, p. 343.

1851 Myriotlu'la arcfica M. Sars, Beretning om en zoologisk Reise, p. 134.

1873 — plirygia G. O. Sars, Bidrag til Kundskab om Norges Hydroider, p. 130.

"The capitate or almost cylindrical polyp extended reaches a length of about 400 mm. The

inferior termination of the polyp is truncate, and it is attached to the substratinn by tentacle-like fila-

ments of adhesion. Above the portion wearing blastostyles it is studded with strong capitate tentacles;

on the other hand tentacles are wanting on the surface of the polyp between the blastostyles.

The cryptomedusoid gonophores are develoj^ed on small polyp-like blastostyles, attached to the

inferior portion of the polyp and wearing capitate tentacles on their outward parts. The female blasto-

style has only one or two fully-developed gonophores at the same time, while the male blastostyles

wear numerous gonophores".

Material

:

"Ingolf St. 117. 69°i3'N., 8°23' W., depth 10(53 fathoms, -4- 1° C.

— vSt. 125. 68°o8'N., 16^08' W., — 729 — -^-aS^C.

Myriotlifla phrygia has an en(>rmous faculty for cxtcusion and contraction, and it is likch' to

share this faculty with its nearest relatives. A specimen I had the opportmiity of obser\ing when it

was brought up by the trawl in the Troiulhjemfjord, had stretched its distal portion wearing tentacles

so strongly that the animal was as thin as a thread aud measined up to 30 cm. in length; but as

3*
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soon as it was irritated by the preservation fluid, it contracted to a length of only 9 cm., and simultan-

ously the diameter of the distal portion of the polyp increased to the measure of 2—3 mm. This

observation shows how little importance is, in fact, to be attached to the absolute measures of the

polyp in the limitation of the species of Myriothela. While the individuals from st. 117 wholly agree

with the earlier descriptions and drawings of the species, the defective specimen from st. 125 (tab. I,

fig. 8) at the first glance differs greatly. The broad, longitudinally strongly contracted basal portion

is studded with blastostyles in a narrow belt, above which the polyp tapers rapidly so as to assume

a conical appearance fairly reminding of the drawing by Bonne vie of Myriothela mitra (1899, tab. IV,

fig. 3). However, a closer examination shows that the distal portion of the polyp has been torn off,

200/7) ____,_»6oom .»._.... ^. -.1000 m. ..„ ^

Text-fig. C. Localities of Myiioihela phrygia iu the Northern Atlantic.

and as its trunk abo\'e the blastostyles is studded with capitate tentacles, while the polyps of the

species mentioned have no tentacles at all, a mistake of identity is out of the question.

Myriothela phrygia is an arctic deep-sea form, mainly occurring in the icy water at the bottom

of the northern sea.s. It is recorded from Taimyr (Jaderholm 1908), from the north of Norwaj', and

from the depths of the ocean between Spitzbergen and Greenland (Bonne vie 1899), besides from the

localities laid down in the map subjoined (Text-fig. C). The original description has been given on

specimens from Greenland, from where, however, we still lack particulars as to localities. "Ingolf

now adds two new finds in the waters of the Arctic Sea between Iceland and Jan Mayen. On the

whole, the occurrence of the species is scattered; most of the finds are situated in high-arctic regions,

and here the species is seen to occur even at so small a depth as between 12.8 and 14.6 m (Jiider-

holm 1908). Therefore, two localities are, indeed, apt to give surprise. One of these localities is recorded
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from the "Michael Sars" 1902, when the species was found in the warm Atlantic waters to the south of the

Wyville-Thomson-Ridge (Brocli 1903). There is in this case a possibility that the animal has been carried

witli Arctic currents from northern regions; if so, the currents have conveyed tlie animal at an early

period of life to the new locality, where it has been able to subsist and develop further. The other

localit)-, in the Trondhjemfjord was previously recorded, and the Trondhjem Museum was in possession

of a defective specimen which was said to have been taken in the fjord ; but particulars were wanting

till the researches of the fjord in 191 1 brought to light, from the depth of 200 m., near Tantra, and

thus in the midst of the Atlantic water layers of the fjord, a well developed female polyp. This find

gives the more surprise, because there is left no opening for the possibility that the specimen .should

have been carried to this place from Arctic water layers. Like other Arctic hydroids, such as

Tubularia rcgalis Boeck, Coryi/iorp/ia grocnlandica (All man), and Stcgopoiiia plicatilr (G. O. Sars),

Myriofhcla phrygia thus thrives very well in the region of the Trondhjemfjord which is otherwise

characterized by Atlantic Lop/io/iclia-xeei^. This cannot, however, be turned to account as a proof

against the yVrctic character of the species; in the Trondhjemfjord all these species must be looked

on as Arctic relicts.

Family Tubulariidae.

"Hydroids forming colonies, or solitary, with large oviform or globose nematocysts in the ecto-

derm. The tentacles of the full-grown polyp are filiform and simply constructed with no central cavity;

they are arranged in two main circles, a proximal whorl round the broad basal portion of the polyp

and a distal whorl round the mouth. The basal whorl of tentacles is supported by a ring-shaped

mesogloeal cushion round the basal portion of the polyp. The ])olyi)s are radially symmetrical. The

supporting lamella shows a very simple structure".

Most authors refer to this family also Braiichwcrriautlius, which I reckon as the type of a famih'

of its own, the Branchioccriautliidac. This family is distinguished from the Tiibulariidac partly b}- bilaterally

symmetrical polyps, parth- by the peculiar anatomical structure of the polyps. In fact, the structure of tlie

polyps of the Brancliioccriantliidac differs greatly from that of all other hydroids (comp. Stechow 1909).

There occurs a supporting lamella of complicated structure, and the polyp is provided with numerous,

prominent radial canals. They are distinguished from the Tnbnlariidar also in their inner anatomy by almost

lacking any trace of mesogloeal tissue at the base of the proximal whorl of tentacles, owing to the

radial canals. These points of difference are, indeed, of such importance that they fully justify the .sepa-

ration of Braucltioccriiiiillins into a family of its own, the Branchiocerianfliidac beside the Tubulariidae.

Kuhn (191 3) divides the Tnbiilaiiidar into two subfamilies, Tubulariinac and Coryviorphinar.

The former he defines by the characters "KoloniebiUknd, IVriderm gut cntwickelt", while the latter

is defined as "vSolitiir, Periderm hautig oder riickgebildet, Wurzelhaare". To this is to be observed that

a species as Tubularin cornucopia Bonne vie is a typical Tubularia in sjMte of its forming no colonics.

The filamentary appendages of Coryviorplia must be compared with similar phenomena in JMyriothcla^

some .species of which have rhizoid.s, while others such as Myrioflirla O^C/^j?' (Vi gurs), attach thems-

elves by a plateformed ])erisarc; when this is considered as nothing else or no more than a criterion
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of species with Myriothela^ there tells indeed little in favonr of raising it to a distinguishing mark

between two subfamilies of the Tubulariidae. As far as finally the development of the periderm is

concerned, this is a gradual character showing many transitions, to which no importance can be

attached as a distinguishing mark between two subfamilies.

Gen. Tubularia Linne.

"Hydroids most frequently forming colonies, the hydrocanlus being surrounded hy a stiff and

chitinous perisarc. The polyps are radially symmetrical, having two main circles of tentacles, a i^roximal

(basal) whorl of long tentacles leaning on a mesogloeal ring in the trunk of the polyp, and a distal

whorl with short tentacles round the mouth. The tentacles are also in the actinula filiform.' The gono-

phores are generally borne on blastostyles ; the gonangia spring from the trunk of the polyp between

the two whorls of the tentacles".

The gonophores are, in this genus as in most other genera, sometimes medusoid, sometimes

more or less reduced. The species producing free medusae have been grouped by many authors as a

genus of their own, Hybocodon. In this case as in others, the question then arises where the line is to

be drawn. While in species as Tubularia pulcher (Ssemundsson) the medusa breaks away, the fully

developed medusoid gonophore in Tubularia regalis Boeck, as far as is known to us, never voluntar-

ily relinquishes its sessile existence. If we follow Kiihn (1913), as might seem right, we get into a

dilemma, having to refer the female of Tubularia regalis to Hybocodon^ while the male, having cr}'pto-

medusoid gonophores (Broch 1915), must remain in the genus Tubularia. Only this should be suffi-

cient to show the error of turning the organisation of the gonophores to account as fundamentum

divisionis. No doubt, it is wrong to set up Hybocodon as a particular genus of hydroids, and the same

is certainly the case with the genus Auliscus set up by Saemundsson (1899), ^he medusae of which

as we are going to see, are scarcely particularly distinguished as compared to the other Hybocodou-

medusae.

Tubularia pulcher (Ssemundsson).

1899 A-uliscus pulcher Stem unds son, Zoologiske Meddelelser fra Island, p. 425, Tab. IV.

"Colonies, the hydrocauli of which are up to 50 mm. long, unbranched, and separated down to

the reptant hydrorhiza. The stalk is covered with a brown perisarc, which is thick at the base, but

upwards against the polyp narrowing periodically and at distinct intervals, so that the stalk gets an

appearance approximately articulate; the spaces between the transverse striae, brought about in this

way, attain their greatest length in the middle part of the stalk, being here 13 mm. long. The upper

portion of the stalk is provided with a thin perisarc, widening funnel-shapedly into a thin collar

under the polyp. The polyp is fitted out with a basal circle of 24—30 tentacles, about 5 mm. long;

the distal tentacles, about 30, are j^laced, densely crowded, in a narrow belt, consisting of several rows,

round the orifice, and attain a length of a little more than i mm.

The gonophores develop into free Hybocodon-va.&Ans2i.^ with gemmation on the bulb of the

The tentacles of the actinula may be swollen at their tips (comp. All man 1S72) but never show the flense accumula-
tion of stinging cells here, which is so characteristic in the truly capitate tentacles of the section Capitata.
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large tentacle; there are four radial canals. The bell exhibits five exnnibrellary stinging cell stripes.

The gonophores are developed on eight blastostyles faintly branched, a little more than i nnn. long".

Material

:

Iceland, Reykjavik. Near the shore (i specimen).

The specimen in hand is one of the original specimens investigated by Siemnndsson (1899).

It is an individual with hydrocanlns 30 nun. high. The polyp is fitted out with 25 proximal tentacles,

5 nnn. long, and 8 blastostyles a little branched, about i mm. long. A closer inquiry of the gonophores

gives a picture somewhat different from that drawn from tlie explanation of Stemundsson. In the

first place the umbrella of the medusa is not quite symmetrical, but somewhat oblique, as in Tlyboco-

doii prolifcr L. Agassiz. At first only one tentacle, not two, is developed on the large tentacle bulb

(Tab. II, fig. 16); the "corpora acuminata et duo ovata", mentioned by Stemundsson as springing

from the tentacle bulb, are all gems of medusae; none of them can be made out as "initiura tentacu-

lorum novorum" belonging to the original medusa. Wherever at the first glance two tentacles seem

to occur on the bulb, a closer research will show that one of them in fact belongs to the bud of a

new medusa on the bulb of the gonophore. Therefore, we have to conciu' in the opinion of Hart-

laub (1907) and subscribe to his explanation of the apparent occurrence of two tentacles with Hybo-

codon prolifcr as satisfactory for the species in hand, that "bei der Knospung von Hybocodon der Ten-

takel in der Entwickelung stark voraneilt und schon fertig sein kann, weim der dazu geliorige Me-

dusenkorper nocli nicht deutlich in die Erscheinnng getreten ist".

The conditions of gonophores described show a much nearer relationship to Tiibularia [Hybo-

odon) Chrisfinac Hartlanb (= Tubularia prolifcr Bonne vie 1899). Hartlaub's drawing of Hybo-

codon Christinac (1907, fig. 98) is, according to the statements cited, easily reconcilable to the figure a

little more skeletonlike given by Ssemundsson (1899, ^^- -^^'i ^^&- 3)- ^^"^ ^^ '^"^^ difference between

the polyps very great; Bonne vie (1899) states for her specimen 14 proximal tentacles, about 10 mm.

long, while the species stated by Sa;mundsson is said to have 24—30. It is a matter of regret that

we onl\- know the length of the proximal tentacles of the specimen in hand. But on account of the

great contractility of the tentacles, no particular systematical importance can be attached to their

length, and as far as the difference of numbers of the proximal tentacles is concerned, we see in other

Tiibulariidac within easy reach such a variety that the difference quoted by itself cannot justify any se-

paration of .species. When Tubularia Christinac is nevertheless maintained as a separate species beside

Tubularia pulchcr, it is in the first place owing to the express declaration of Bonne vie (1899) that

her specimen has no collar under the hydranth ; such a collar is, on the other hand,'strongly developed

in Tubularia pulchcr, though at the first glance it may seem ver\- little distinctive on material preserved.'

Hartlaub (1907) holds that the medusa is identical with the medusa drawn by Steenstrup

(1842), Corync frilillaria, and nuich is speaking in favour of the correctness of this supposition. On the

other hand, the polyp described by Steenstrup, in the same place and by the same name, cannot

be identified. It mav be that it really is a Corync; some features are even suggestive of Corync Lo-

vcni M. Sars; but the onh- thing the drawing shows us with full certainty, is that the l)olyp is no

' The original spccinicii of Bonne vies Tubularia prolifer was wanting in the nuiseuin of the Kristiania university.

C
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Tubularia, and that its inedusoid gonopliores, if they are rightly perceived, cannot develop into medusae

of the Hybocodon type.

The only locality from which Tnbularia pulchcr is recorded with certainty, is the shore near

Reykjavik, Iceland, where it has been found only once.

Tubularia indivisa Linne.

1758 Tubularia indivisa Linne, Systenia Naturae, Kd. 10, p. 803.

1899 — obliqua + T. indivisa Bonne vie, Norske Nordhavs-Expedition, p. 24.

"Colonies, whose long dark brown-coloured hydrocauli are, in the lower part, twisted together.

The stems are covered with a vigorous perisarc, but show no rings nor wrinkles. No collar is formed

below the polyp. The polyp has a basal whorl of 20 to 30 tentacles up to 20 mm. long; the distal

tentacles are up to 3 mm. long and densely crowded round the orifice in a whorl consisting of

several rows.

The female gonopliores are eumedusoid with four rudimentary radial canals, one of which

(the shortest) is often slightly indicated even in the gonophore fully developed. The gonophore

has, near the apex, a tentacle-like bulging, obliquely situated. The male gonophores are crypto-

medusoid and almost wholh* globular, not oval. The gonophores are born upon up to 10 blasto-

styles, which attain a length of 10 mm. The actinula-larvae, when set free, wear filiform

tentacles".

Material

:

"Ingolf" St. 31, 66°35'N., 55^54' W.; depth 88 metres 1,6° C. (Davis's Straits).

— St. 87, 65°02'3 N., 23°56'2W.; depth no metres (West-Iceland).

Greenland: Davis's Strait (without further data).

— Egede's Minde ( — — — ).

Iceland: Brede Bugt 65°i2' N., 23°28' W., depth 36 fathoms.

— Grindavik littoral.

— Skagestrand depth 60 fathoms.

— Vestmanno littoral.

The Faroe Islands (without further data).

The North Sea: the West side of large Fishing bank 57°7' N., 2°4o' E., depth 37 fathom.s.

Swenander (1903) has jDointed out \.\\3.t Tubularia obliqua Bonn e vie (1899) is based on female

individuals of Tubularia indivisa; thus in the very external characters of the gonophores this species

presents a peculiar sexual dimorphism, and inquiries into the conditions of the gonophores (Broch

1915) have made good that this sexual dimorphism is a radical one, the female gonophores being

eumedusoid, the male ones on the contrary cryptomedusoid. — Tubularia indivisa is very easily con-

founded with the following species, Tubularia rcgalis, particularly when only male individuals are in

hand for examination. In this case only the somewhat different shape of the gonophores makes it

possible to refer with certainty the individuals to one species or the other, the male gonophore of
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Tuhulnria iiidivisa being globular, and accordingly broadly rounded in tlie distal part, while that of

Tnhiihina regalis is oval and showing an attempt to be pointed in the distal part.

Tuhularia iiidivisa has a ver>- wide distribution. Its main occurrence in the boreal seas is bound

to the middle and deeper parts of the littoral region and to the upper part of the deep sea region.

From the cold area we find the species but once recorded, by Grieg (1914). After the examination

of his specimens I cannot confirm this record; the specimens consisting only of hydrocauli without

polyps, more probably belong to another species of Tuhuhiyia inhabiting the deep sea.

To judge from literature, I'libiihirid iiidivisa penetrates rather far into the shallower parts of

the Arctic regions, where it is recorded even from the New .Siberia Islands (Jaderholm 1908). How-

ever, as appears from what is stated above, there is a possibility tluU .some of the Arctic individuals

T(j.\t-fij^. I). Till- (listrilnitioii of Tiibulan'a indivisa in the Norlliern AUaiUic.

are in fact to be referred to 'ruhitlaria rciialis. — The species also penetrates far towards the south.

It is recorded by Fewkes (18S1) even from the Caribbean Sea, by A 11 m an (1877) from between Cuba

and Florida, and by I'.illard (1906) from the west coast of Africa. As Tubiilaria iiidivisa is recorded

at the same time both fnmi the I^ast and the West coast of North America, it must be characterized

as a circumpolar or rather "circumboreal" (Nordgaard 1912) species.

Tubularia regalis Boeck.

i860 Tubularia regalis Boeck, Videnskabsselskabets I"\)rliandlinger for 1859.

1899 — — -)- T. variabilis Bonne vie, Nor.ske Nordhav.s-Expedition, p. 24.

Colonies who.se long, dark-brown-colourcd iiydrocauli are in the lower jiarts twisted together.

The stem is covered with a \igorous periderm, but shows no rings nor wrinkles. No collar is formed

The Infjiilf-Kxrcdition. V. 6. 4
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below the poh-p. The pol^-p wears a basal whorl of 20—35 tentacles up to 40 mm. long; the distal

tentacles, up to 3 mm. long, are densely crowded round the orifice in a whorl consisting of several rows.

The female gonophores are eumedusoid with 3—6 external longitudinal ribs and as many

corresponding radial canals. The male gonophores are cryptomedusoid and oval, often with an attempt

to be pointed in the distal part. The gonophores are born upon up to 20 blastostyle.s, which attain a

length of 35 mm. The actinula larvae, when deliberated, wear filiform tentacles.

Material

:

Between the Faroe Islands and the Shetlauds, depth 505 fathoms.

Tulntlaria rcgalis presents so many points of resemblance to Tuhularia indivisa that the risk of

confounding the two species is very easily incurred. As a general rule, the full-grown polyps of Tu-

200 m. boom. looo m. 2 ooo m.

Text-fig. E. The occurence of Tiihularia jegalis in the Northern Athmtic.

bitliirin rcgalis are larger than those of Tuhularia iudivisa. But this is not the case in yotinger

individuals of Tuhularia rcgalis^ in which consequently the only certain distinguishing marks are pre-

sented by the gonophores. The gonophores, indeed, are typical enough in the female indi\iduals, but

are not very conspicuous in the male ones, especially at earlier stages. The male gonophores of Tu-

hularia rcgalis are oval, while those of Tuhularia indivisa are globular. It is evident from the diag-

nosis of the .species, tliat also Tuhularia rcgalis presents a strong sexual dinujrphism. The first who

got aware of this fact, was Swenander (1903), who accordingly pointed out tliat tlie female had been

described as a different species Tuhularia variabilis Bonne vie.

Tulntlaria rcgalis is a form of true Arctic character, particular!)' occiu'ring in the deeper

parts of the cold area. In the seas far towards the north it rises to shallower parts, and it i.s, for instance,
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recorded from vSpitzbergeu at the dcptli of only 38 111. (P.roch lyog). Evidence of its occurrence

in the Kara Sea is still wanting. From this locality a sijecimen is in hand, determined by Bergli

(1887) as Tubnlarid rcgalis. As a matter of fact, the specimen is a Coryinorplid^ probably a Cory-

morpha glacialis M. Sars. — A remarkable exception to the habitat stated is formed by the frequent

occurrence of the species in the Trondhjem Fjord, where it is found in alniudance on the Lophohclia-

reefs. In spite of the luxuriant development which it attains iu the Trondhjem Fjord, it must probably,

like Corymorpha grociilaiidica (Allman), ]\[yrioflirl(i plirygia (F'ab r i ci us), and Slcgopoma plicatilc

(G. (). vSars), be accounted for as an arctic relict in this localit)'.

Tubularia larynx FJlis et vSolander.

1786 Tiibnlaria hiryiix^ F^Uis et Solauder, The Natural History of Many Curious and Uncommon

Zoophytes, p. 31.

1864 — hiiiiiilis^ Allman, Notes on H)'droida, p. 57 and 60.

Colonies whose long polyp stems, generally unbranched and irregularly curved, are separated

quite down to the tangled network of basal tubes. The stems are covered with a fairly vigorou.s, but

colourless perisarc, which is irregularly wrinkled or more rarely quite smooth. The polyp wears a

basal whorl of up to 25 tentacles, attaining a length of 8 nun.; the numerous distal tentacles, 2 or 3

mm. long, are densely crowded round the orifice in a whorl consisting of several rows.

The gonophores are eumedusoid, without radial canals, but with a rudimentary circular canal;

they are most frequently provided with three rudimentary tentacles. The gonophores are supported by

6— 12 short blastost_\les, which may be erect or hanging. The actiuula larvae, when deliberated, show

filiform tentacles.

Material:

Iceland: Re\kja\ik.

Gustsey depth 4 fath.

Keflavik — 15—16 —
F'axebugt three miles N 37 F) Keflavik — 19,5 —
Off Havnefjord — 25 —
Stykkisholm — 20—30 —

Skagi — 40 in.

Vestman Islands — 28 fath.

The F'aroe Islands : Andefjord — 16—23 —
The North Sea (')0°35' N., i°5o' W — 50

The synonymy of the var\ing species has been thi)roughl\' accounted for b\- F'enchel (1905).

He points out that, as is also maintained by P>onnevie (1899) and b\- Swenander (1903), 'I'nbnlaria

coro)iata Abildgaard must be subsumed under Tubularia larynx. On the other hand, it is not plaiul\-

seen whether he regards Tubularia Iiniiiilis Allman to be a peculiar species. On a closer exami-

nation, indeed, the characters pointed out by Bonnevie (1899) as distinguishing marks, prove to

be of no particular systematic importance. The wrinkling of the stem is strongly varying from

4*
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one individual to another in a larger colon_v, and individuals with quite smooth stems are not seldom

observed in colonies wliich are otherwise typical Tubiilaria larynx. The dimensions of Tuhiilaria Iniiiiilis

wdioUy agree with those of young colonies of Tuhiilaria larynx, and the numbers stated as characteristics

stand far within the range of variability known in this species. Then only remains the condition of

the blastostyles, which should be erect in Tubiilaria Iiiii/iilis, but hanging in Tuhiilaria larynx. An

examination, however, of living material will show that only in rare cases the blastostyles of Tuhiilaria

laryjix can be described as hanging (comp. Broch 1911); on the contrary they are generally borne in a

rather erect position, particularly when not yet very large. Thus also this criterion proves to fail,

and consequently we are forced to consider Tuhiilaria liiii/iilis as a s\'nonyme of Tiihttlaria larynx.

Tubiilaria larynx is an entirely boreal species, which has its main occurrence in the zone of the

20c m. __. boom ._ «.„._.iooo/Ti. 2 ooo m.

Text-fig. F. The distribution of Tubiilaria larynx in the Northern Atlantic.

laminaria and the red algae. Towards the south it enters into the Mediterranean, and towards the

north it penetrates as far as Nova Zenibla, and seems still to occur at Spitzbergen. On the south-

western coasts of Iceland it is very frequent, and it is also found on the east coast of North America.

It is to be wondered that the species has not yet been met with at Greenland.

Tubularia sp. indet.

Stems of Tuhiilaria of the type indivisa-rcgalis are in hand from the following localities:

"Ingolf" St. 8. 63°56' N., 24°4o' W., depth 136 fathoms, + 6°o C.

- - 35- 65°i6' - 55^05' - - 362 - + 3°6 -

- - 36. 61V - 56°2i' - - 1435 - + i°5 -
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gouophore of Corymorplia Sarsii is "fast inimer" projecting from the iinil)rellar cavity, while this is

"fast nie" the case with Coyyiiiorplia varduciisis, is in the first place very vague, and secondly depend-

ent partly on the various contraction of the umbrella, partly on the sex and the degree of maturity

of the gonophore. On the whole there can be no doubt that the description of Corymorplia vardociisis

is based on an individual of Corymorplia Sarsii.

I have entered on this subject because Stechow (1912, 1913) puts together the species menti-

oned into a genus of their own, Amaltliaca. The genus was first established by O. Schmidt (1854) for the

species Amalfliaca ?/r'/7'r/i-(7 O. Schmidt, which is likely to be identical with Corymorplia Sarsii. Item-

braces the species of Corymorplia whose gonophores develop into complete medusae, but, after all, not

breaking away, whereas the species whose medusae are normally breaking away, are gathered in the

genus more narrowly \\\\\\\.^A^ Corymorplia. It is evident,however, that the medusa oi Amaltliaca excep-

tionally breaks away and then leads a wretched life, unfit as it is for free existence on account of

possessing a too small umbrella, the greater part of which is, into the bargain, occupied by the enormous

spadix with mature generative cells. The medusa strongly reduced, further, shows so near a rela-

tionship to the medusa of Corymorplia nutans M. Sars that a systematist of medusae so skilful and

discerning as Hartlaub (1907) decides on only placing it in a subgenus of the medusoid genus

Corymorplia. The classification afterwards maintained by Mayer (1910), who distinguishes the t\vo

groups of medusae as peculiar genera and even places them in quite different places in his syn-

opsis, as Amaltliaca and Stcciistnipia, only proves that he has failed to notice the excellent drawing

by M. Sars (1877), which shows us in fact, that the female gonophore, when fully developed, is often

an entirely typical Slccnstr/tpia, though one of the main tentacles is not quite so large as in Cory-

morplia nutans. The figures delineated by Sars wholly agree with the facts observed in living

individuals, and make good the correctness of Hartlaub's view of division, giving the right place

to affinity and biology. But where is then the fundamentum divisionis adaptable for the purpose of

classifying the CorymorphaASkit species of polyps into separate genera?

From Amaltliaca to Monocaulus glacialis there is, indeed, a very short step; all the difference,

as a matter of fact, is to be found in the gonophore, also here eumedusoid, being even somewhat more

reduced, as the tentacles, the special organs of the umbrellar margin, are entirely wanting. The con-

formity of the polyps is obvious; the gonophores of both species are eumedusoid and normally sessile;

the difference is accordingly too little for a separation of genera.

Then only remains the group of Lampra, whose gonophores are cryptomedusoid. A generic

separation between, for instance, the species of Lavipra and Corymorplia {Monocaulus) glacialis., will,

as I have recently pointed out (1915), correspond to a generic separation between c? and $ in Tichu-

laria indii'isa L,inne or Tubularia rcgalis Boeck. A particular argumentation of the unnaturalness

of this limitation is hardly required. But then it is obvious, as a matter of course, that a generic

separation of the species of Lampra and the other species of Corymorplia cannot be maintained. Also

the species of Lampra must be ranked within the genus Corymorplia.
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Corymorpha nutans I\I. Sars.

1835 Coryiitorpint i/tifaiis, M. vSars, Beskrivelser og lagttagelser p. 7, PI. i, Fig. 3.

The liydrocaulus, when extended, attains a height of 100 nun. It is broad at the hasi.s, attached

to the snl)stratuni by numerous rliizoids, and tapering upwards till it reaches its least breadth closely

below the polyjx The basis of the polyp is broad and surrounded by a iDroxinial whorl consisting of

up to 50 tentacles, which, when extended, attain a length of 30 nun. The distal tentacles are small

and placed round the orifice in a main whorl composed of several irregular circles quite closely set.

The gonophores are developed into free medusae with four radial canals, one well-developed

tentacle and three rudimentary ones. The gonophores are developed on 15—20 blastostyles, arising

200 tn. ^ ^ ^ — ~ ~ ~.b 00 m. .. —..... tooom. 2000 m.

Text-fig. G. The haliitat of Corymorpha nvtmis in the Northern Atlantic.

(Ill the hatclied regions the litterature denotes a scattered, alltliongli couiiiion occurence).

closely above the proximal whorl of tentacles. The blastost\les bear small alternating branches, each

provided with a large number of gonophores.

Material

:

Iceland, 16 minutes N. W. Akranes, depth 26—30 fathoms (a couple of young polyps).

The occurrence of the species is typically Ixircal. It is indigenous to the middle parts of the

littoral region. Towards the north it goes along the coast of Norway as far as Lofoten and towards

the south it penetrates to the northern parts of France. The species is recorded by J aderh ol m (1909)

from Matotschkin Schar (Nova Zembla) at the depth of between 2 and 5 fathoms. This find is most

peculiar and mvsterious. Corymorpha nutans occvu's not rarely in the North vSea, and I think Ilart-

laub (1907) is right in supposing the specimen from the North vSea recorded by me (1905) as a Cory-
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morpha^ to be in fact a young colony of Corymorplia nutans. Remarkably enough, the species has

not yet been met with at the Faroe Islands; but it has been found several times on the west side of

Iceland. At Greenland it is not likely to occur; nor has the species as yet been recorded from this

locality.

Corymorpha glacialis M. Sar.s.

1859 Corymorplia glacialis^ M. Sars, Om Ammeslcegten Corymorpha.

1872 Moiiocauliis glacialis., Allman, A Monograph of the Gymuoblastic or Tubularian Hydroids,

P- 396-

1876 Aiiialtluva islaiidica., Allman, Diagnoses of new Genera and Species of Hydroida, p. 256, PI.

IX Fig. 5-6.

? 1887 Tiibiilaria rcgalis^ Bergh, Goplepolyper fra Kara-Havet.

Nee 1893 ^liiialtliwa is/aitdica., Levinsen, Meduser, Ctenophorer og Hydroider fra Gronlands Vestkyst,

p. 151.

The hydrocaulus, when extended, attains a height of 100 mm. It is wide at the base, where

it is attached to the substratum by numerous rhizoids, and is gradually tapering upwards till closely

below the polyp where its width reaches its minimum. The polyp has a broad base, surrounded by a

whorl of up to 50 tentacles, which, when extended, attain a length of 30 mm. The distal tentacles are

small and numerous, placed round the orifice in a main whorl formed by several irregular and closely

set circles.

Tlie gonophores are eumedusoid, with four radial canals, but without rudiments of tentacles.

They are sessile. The gonophores are scattered all over the surface of 30—35 unbranched blastostyles,

the oldest and most developed ones at the apex of the blastostyle.

Material

:

Iceland, 0fjord (without jjarticular data). Original specimen of ^[iiialfliaca islainiica.

? The Kara Sea ("Dijmphna". Particular data are wanting). Labelled Tiibularia rrga/is.

The original specimen in hand of ^linaltliaca islaudica Allman (1876) proves as clearly as de-

sirable that this species is wholly identical with Corymorplia glacialis. Allman, certainly, states that

the gonophores of the species are provided with four short tentacles, which are also, in his rather

skeletonlike drawings, delineated as rather considerable formations. But in the original specimen can

only in some straggling gonophores be pointed out some accidental wrinkles, which, when acting in

good will, we may consider as the origin of the rudimentary tentacles stated. Other divergencies from

the typical Corymorpha glacialis are, on the whole, not traceable.

A specimen from the Kara Sea has been identified by Bergh (1887) as Tiibularia rrgalis Boeck.

The specimen is an unquestionable Corymorplia and no Tiibularia] indeed, everything suggests that

it is a Corymorpha glacialis, but the state of preservation impedes a safe identification.

According to the particulars in hand Corymorpha glacialis is indigenous mainly to Arctic wa-

ters. It has been recorded from the Varanger fjord (M. .Sars 1859), from Nova Zembla (Maren-

zeller 1877), and from iSpitzbergen (Broch 1909). But the species also penetrates into warmer water
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layers, as is seen (Text-fig. H) from the finds to the north east of the Faroe Islands and on the south

east coast of Iceland (Broch 1903). As new localities must be added Northern Iceland (0fjord). On

the other hand, the specimens from Davis Strait, recorded by I^evinsen (1893) as AmaUhaea islandica,

prove to belong to Corymorpha groenlandica (A 11m an).

Corymorpha groenlandica (Allman) Broch.

1S76. Moiiocaulus grociiliDidica^ Allman, Diagnoses of new Genera and Species of Hydroida, p. 257,

PL IX, Fig. 7—8.

1893. AiiiuUlura islaiidica \- Moiiocaulus gronilaitdica, Ivcvinsen, Meduser, Ctenophorer og Hydroider

fra Gronlands Vestkyst, p. 151.

. _ - 600m.

Text-fig. H. Finds of Corymorpha g/acialis in tlie Northern Atlantic.

1899 Laiiipra atlaiitica -\- Lauipra purpurea, Bonnevie, Nor.ske Nordhavs-Expedition, p. 20, Tab. II

Fig. 4, Tab. Ill Fig. i.

1903 — socia, Swenander, Uber die athecaten Hydroiden des Drontheimsfjordes, p. 6, Taf.

Fig- 1—3-

1909 — arcfica, Jiiderholm, Hjdroiden, p. 41, Taf. I Fig. 9—10.

1909 Coryiiiorp/ia spitzbcrgensis, Broch, Die Hydroiden der arktischen Meere, p. 140.

1915 — groenlandica, Broch, Hydroiduntersuchungen IV, p. 11.

The hydrocaulu.s, when extended, attains a height of 100 mm; it is widest at the base, where

it is attached to the .snb.stralum liy numerous rhizoids, and is gradually tapering upwards till close

below the polyp where the width reaches its minimuni. The polyp has a wide base, surrounded by

The Iiigolf-ExpoJitiun. V, 6. ^
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a basal whorl of up to 37 tentacles, which, when extended, attain a length of 40 mm. The distal ten-

tacles, when extended, attain a length of 9 mm; they are placed in large numbers round the mouth

in a main whorl formed by two or more irregular and closely set circles.

The gonophores are cryptomedusoid and globular ($) or sub-oval (c?), often somewhat tapering

distally, but without any rudiments of tentacles. The gonophores are supported by unbranched and

strongly contractile blastostyles, which, when extended, attain a length of 40 mm. The gonophores

first ripen at the apex of the blastostyle. As many as 32 blastostyles may occur, but, in general, the

number is much smaller; the blastostyles arise close above the basal whorl of tentacles.

Material:

"Ingolf St. 102. 66°23' N., io°26' W., depth 750 fathoms, -^ o°9 C.

- 107. 65°33' - io°28' - - 492 - ^ o°3 -

- 139- 63°36' - 7>' - - 702 - -- o°6 -

Greenland: Godthaab (no particulars) [A 11m an' s oug'mal S]pecimen oi Monocatilt/s grotyiland/ca].

Davis Strait, depth 100 fathoms [labelled Amaltliaca islandicd\.

Iceland: 66''o2' N., 11^05' W.

5 miles east of Seydisfjord ; depth 435 fathoms.

The fairly well preserved specimens of the material recently collected show the following cha-

racters (all the measurements are given in mm).

Nr
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The species, which is widely distributed in the deeper parts of the cold area, has been found by

several expeditions, and has formed the base of the genus Lampra stated by Bonne vie (1898, 1899).

I have already in works earlier published pointed out that, for several reasons, this genus cannot be

maintained. In the first place, the name of Lampra had already been applied to a subgenus of the

beetle family Buprcstidac^ and should, therefore, disappear among the hydroids, according to the rules

of nomenclature internationally adopted. Secondly the characters distinguishing Lampra from Cory-

morplia are not sufficient to justif)' a separation of genera.

A closer examination of the numerous northern species of Lampra described will show their un-

maintainability. A survey of the figures forming distinguishing characters is obtained by grouping the

criteria stated as follows:

Nomenclature
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SO great a range of variability that the number stated in Lanipra aflanfica must only be considered

as an extreme variation. The variation of the individuals found in the Trondhjem fjord is even larger

than stated by Swenander (1903); individuals have been found with only 15 tentacles in the proximal

whorl. The difference in the shape of the gonophores, being either subglobular or oval with attempts

at tapering, is of little importance. Swenander points out that the female gonophores are more

globose, the male more oval. In a specimen picked up north east of the Seydisfjord (Iceland) the gono-

phores are partly globular, partly oval, with the same attempt at tapering towards the distal end as

is shown in the figure of Bounevie (1899, Tab. Ill, Fig. i a). However, one criterion is still left,

the distal tentacles of Lanipra purpurea being arranged in two separate circles, while in other spe-

cies they are placed in several irregular and close-set circles. From the comments of Bounevie it

appears that the description has mainly been based on the drawings of G. O. Sars, which were exe-

cuted on board ship. In these drawings the double whorl is not peculiarly clearly rendered ; nor can,

fronr the remnants of the original specimen kept, the character be ascertained any longer. From the

table set up of the specimens from the Danish collections, however, it appears that, from individuals

with a distal whorl consisting of two rows to individuals with a distal tentacle whorl of several rows,

every transition may be pointed out. Thus neither this table nor the criteria stated in the other table

may be turned to account for the purpose of attaching any peculiar systematical importance to this

character. Lampra atlantica and Lampra purpurea, therefore, cannot be recognized as two separate

species, and are moreover identical with Coryniorpka groenlandica.

For a thorough examination of the species we are indebted to Swenander (1903), who considered

the Lampra of the Trondhjem fjord as a peculiar species, Lampra socia. From what I have stated

above, the shape of the gonophores, applied by Swenander as a main character distinguishing the

species from Lampra purpurea Bounevie, cannot be maintained as a criterion. The number of the

blastostyles then remains; Bounevie, for both the species mentioned, states 10 blastostyles ; Swen-

ander, for Lampra socia, 18—32. Still Swenander has not found the minimum for the individuals

of the Trondhjem fjord; as a matter of fact, specimens with only 15 blastostyles are now in hand.

In the Danish material collected from the northern Atlantic the number is throughout lower, varying

from 10 to 28, thus bridging the difference between Lampra socia and the species stated by Boune-

vie. Also the other distinguishing characters, the emphatic demarkation of the hydrocaulus fiom the

polyp, or its gradual transition into the latter, and the colour of the animals, are varying from one

individual to the other, forming no strongly defined limits. The demarkation of the stem from the

polyp more or less emphatic, is, in living individuals, varying according to the state of contraction, as

in other species of Coryniorpka. Therefore, also Lavipra socia must be considered as a synonym of

Corymorpha groenlandica.

Jaderholm (1909) and Broch (1909) describe two new species, respectively Lampra arctica

and Corymorpha spitzbergensis. The table at once shows that they come within the range of variation

of Corymorpha groenlandica. As to Lampra arctica the short and thick blastostyles, maintained by

Jaderholm (1909) as a good criterion, are in fact to be looked upon as a mere phenomenon of con-

traction which may be partly observed even in preserved material, where in the same individual some

blastostyles may be short and thick, while others are thin and strongly extended. Illustrative in this
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respect is the individual nr. lo of the first table, the leiio;th of the blastostyles varying from 5 to 18

mm., and the thickness being inversely proportional lo the length. The rest of the distinguishing

characters fall under what has been earlier stated.

Coryiiiorplia grocnlandica is a typical form characteristic of the great deep of the cold area. It

proves to be widely distributed, from Spitzbergen to the Faroe Islands, and from Norway to Green-

land. It has also been recorded from Davis Strait. In the seas far to the nortli it rises to more shallow

waters. Thus it has been recorded near Spitzbergen at the depth of only 45 metres (Broch 1909).

A remarkable geographical exception is formed by the occurrence of the species in the deeper Atlantic

.- (000 m.

Text-fi}:. I. Localities of Coryinorpha grocnlandica in the Northern Atlantic.

strata of the Trondhjem fjord. At present the occurrence of the species in this locality

accounted for. But a great deal may be said in favour of the notion that we ha\c here

relict form, which has been able to accommodate itself to the altered circumstances in the

as Tubularia rcgalis Boeck and Stcgopoma pluatile (M. Sars) which arc rather frequently

on or at the Loplioliclia reefs of the fjord.

cannot be

in hand a

same wav

Corymorpha .sp. indet.

Indeterminable remnants of species of Corymorplia occur from the following localities:

"Ingolf St. 28, 65°i4' N., 55°42' W., depth 420 fath., + 3°5 C, attached to the tube of a Pectinaria.

— -124, 67°4o' - i5°4o' - - 495 - -^ o°6 -
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Section Filifera Kiihn.

Family Clavidae.

Hydroids foniiing colonies, with polyps fusiform or capitate, the distal part of which is coiii-

cally tapering. The stinging cells are small and rodformed. The tentacles are filiform, irregularly dis-

tributed over the body of the polyp, now and then showing a heterogeneous development or even

reduced to a single large tentacle. The endoderm forms a homogeneous gastral cell-layer through

the whole of the polyp. The colonies have no calcareous .skeleton.

The family Clavidae^ as it is here defined, includes the genus much in dispute Moiwbracliiuni^

which has been distinguished by most investigators as the representative of a family of its own, Mo-

nobrachiidae. This family is maintained even by Kiihn (1913), who has obviously failed to notice

the significant pointing out by Vanhoffen (1909) of the heterogeneous development of the tentacles

of Campaniclava clionis Vanhoffen, forming an obvious link between Mojiobrachiuiii and the other Cla-

vidae. Vanhoffen, therefore, does away with the family Moiobracliiidae and refers J\Io!/obrac/iinin

to Clavidae. In this he is rightly followed by Stechow (1913).

Gen. Clava Gmelin.

The reptant colonies have polyps capitate or subfusiform with filiform tentacles irregularly

distributed over the polyp. The proboscis is conically pointed. The hydrocauli are not surrounded

by any distinct stiff perisarc. The gonophores are clustered on the polyp below the portion bearing

tentacles, or seated on the reptant stolons either solitary or in clusters.

According to this diagnosis also the genus Rhizogcton must be included under Clava. The two

genera have hitherto generally been distinguished on the ground that in Rhizogelou the gonophores

are seated on the stolons, while in Clava they are borne by the polyp itself. This criterion, however,

is too insignificant to justify a division of genera, and it is also suggested by Stechow (1913) that

very likely the two genera have to be united. In his key of genera, indeed, Stechow puts down

Rhizogelou in a parenthesis under Clava.

Clava multicornis (Forskal) Gmelin.

1775 Hydra nnillicornis., Forskal, Descriptiones animalium, jd. 131.

1776 — squamata^ Miiller, Zoologia Dauicse Prodromus, p. 230.

1788 Clava parasilica, Gmelin, in Linne: Systema natura F,d. 13, vol. I, p. 3131.

On the reptant stolons the capitate or almost fusiform polyps are placed in close or opener

clusters. The stem of the polyp is without perisarc. The filiform tentacles are irregularly distributed

over the distal parts of the polyp.

The gonophores are cryptomedusoid, and placed in larger or smaller groups like clusters of

grapes closely below the portion of the polyp bearing the tentacle.s.
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The species may be divided into two forms:

Forma genuina., growing, in colonies more openly constructed, on stones and shells {Mytihis)\

it is delicately built and bluish or rose-coloured.

Forma squamata forming clusters of polyps more brick-coloured or yellowish-red on the leaves

of FHCoideac\ its polyps are large and robustly built.

Material:

Iceland : Reykjavik

Vestmanney

Tlie Faroe Islands: Sundelaget

north of Kvalvik

depth 3— 4 fathom-s.

on the shore (on Fucotdeae)

on the shore (on Fucotdeae)

(There also occur specimens marked "Faero" without particular data).

Clava mnlticoniis and Clava sqiianiafa are recorded by most investigators of hydroids as two

separate species; the distinguishing characters, however, are rather vague, being made out by the

closer or opener occurrence of the polyps in the colony or \>\ the colour of the colonies. A copious

material from various localities, in fact, presents all transitions possible, and it is virtually impossible

to draw any certain limit between the species. A closer inquiry soon makes clear to ns that the

points of difference must be of biological nature, and the two species, therefore, have to be regarded

only as biologically determined "forms" of a single species, which I, accordingly, denominate forma

genuina and forma sqtimata. The occurrence of typical colonies of the forma gcnnrna, which are, in

209 m. ._. 1000 m.

Text-fig. K. The distribution of Clava ntulticornis in the Nortliern Atlautic.

(In the hatched ])art of tlie Norwegian coastal region the occurrence is rather scarce).
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fact, rather rare and scattered, is bound to substrata of stones, which may be, at a pinch, replaced by

the shell of a Mytilus^ while the colonies luxuriantly developed of the forma sqnaiiiata are resident on

the leaves of the Fucoideae^ where certainly the supply of food is much more copious.

The description of Forskal (1775) being older than that of O. F. Miiller (1876), we have

according to the rules of nomenclature in force, to drop the specific name employed by the latter,

Clava squamata and to maintain the denomination bestowed on the species by Forskal, Clava vutlti-

cornis. Its limitation from the American species Clava leptostyla L,. Agassiz, has not as yet been

ascertained, and it seems on the whole questionable if the two species are really to be distinguished.

Clava multicornis is a boreal species, which seems, nevertheless, to be able to penetrate far

into the Mediterranean (Babic 1904). It is a littoral form, and forma squamata has been found only

in the tidal zone; ior\m genuina^ow the other hand, at rare intervals, has been met with a little ben-

eath the tidal zone in places with rather small salinity. Fabricius (1780) records the occurrence

of the species at Greenland without particular statement of locality; however, it has not afterwards

been observed in this place. On the other hand, the species seems to occur not unfrequently on the

south west coast of Iceland. It is frequently met with at the Faroe Islands, and is found everywhere

round the British Isles and on all coasts round the North Sea. Its occurrence at the northern parts

of the coast of Norway is not sufficiently accounted for, but does not seem to be particularly frequent.

Gen. Merona Norman n.

From the reptant stolons arise unbranched, chitinous polyp stems. In the upper part of the

stem the perisarc is so wide that the polyp can be retracted into it, though developement of a liydro-

theca is not indicated. The filiform tentacles are irregularly spread over the polyp. The gonophores

are borne upon reduced polyps (blastostyles) arising from the reptant stolons.

With great hesitation I set up Mero)ia as a genus of its own. It is distinguished from Cory-

dendriiim van Beneden (1844) only in mere trifles of no great importance. Thus its polyp stems

are unbranched, while the hydrocaulus of Corydendriuvi is richly branched. Another distinguishing

character may perhaps be sought in the quality presented by Merona in its wide perisarc, into which

the polyps are retractile. But none of these criteria can be said to be of properly generic value. When,

nevertheless, Merona is provisionally maintained, it is due to the fact that only an exceedingly scarce

material of a single species is in hand, and that the state of preservation of this material allows of

no closer inquiry into the polyps.

Merona cornucopiae Norman.

1864 Tubiclava cornucopiae, Norman, On undescribed British Hydrozoa, Actinozoa and Polyzoa, p. 357.

1865 Merona — Norman, On Merona, an undescribed genus of British Hydrozoa, p. 262.

The hydrocauli are unbranched and attain a height of about 5 mm.; the stems are narrowest

at the base and increase gradually in diameter till they attain their greatest width closely below the
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extended polyp; they are without rings; at most tliere is some faint and irregular wrinkling here

and there. The pol\p is fusiform with the tentacles irregularly distributed all over the surface; the

pohp may be retracted into the broader distal portion of the hydrocaulus.

The structure of the gonophores seems to be strongly reduced. They are developed at the

uj^ier part of blastostyles without tentacles, at most i mm. high.

Material:

The P'aroe Islands: 13 miles West to South of JNIunken, depth 150 fath. (on Citrdinin sp.).

— — 9 — East vSouth East of Bispen, — 70 — (
- — - ).

200 m. . 6 00 175. .,. ...... 1000 »r7.

Text-fig. L. Localities of Mcrona coriiucopiac • and Monobrachium parasihit,

2000 m.

in the Northern .\tlantic.

Mcrona cornncopinr was first described as a Tiibiclava by Norman (1864). But as the latter

genus is characterized by the gonophores being borne on the polyps, he thought he had better set

up a new genus Mcrona (1865) for the species in hand, bearing its gonophores on polyps strongly

reduced or on blastostyles. This criterion, however, is of subordinate importance and would by no

means justify the separation of two genera. However, from the drawings occurring in literature, a

much essential point of difference urges itself. The perisarc of the species of Tiibiclava is not so wide

that the polyp can be retracted into it, while this is the case with Mcrona. The division, therefore,

seems well founded. I^ut at any rate a renewed examination of tlic two genera is needed.

Mcrona cornncopiac .seems only to occur attached to shells of living mollusk.s, and has been

found on species of the genera Cardiitiii, Astartc. and Dcntaliiun. The species does not seem to be

very frequent; it has previon.sly been recorded from the sea to the north of the Slietlands at the

depth of 80--100 fathom.s, and from the coast of Northumberland. To these localities are now to be

The Ingolf-EspiJili.m. V. i..
6
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added the^seas to the south of the Faroe Islands at the depth of 70— 150 fathoms. All the finds are

thus situated in the boreal area, on the border of the warmer Atlantic regions (Text-fig. L).

Gen. Monobrachium Meicschkowsky.

Reptant colonies, whose cylindric pol)'ps are provided with a solitary large tentacle. Besides

the nourishing individuals bearing tentacles, also machozooids with no mouth and no tentacles occur.

The polyps have no distinct stem and are not covered with jierisarc. The gonoj^liores are eumedusoid

and attached to the stolons.

The very peculiar Arctic genus of hydroids first described by Mereschkowsky (1877) has been

more closely investigated by Wagner (1890) and Bonne vie (1899). In the only species known of this

genus the eumedusoid gonophores have a rudimentary spadix, and the germ cells are accordingly

developed along the radials canals. On this ground Bonne vie maintains that the species is closely

related to the Lcptoiiiedtisar, and that the genus has to be jDlaced proximately between athecate and

thecaphore hydroids. Kiihn (1913), on the other hand, holds that the organisation of the gonophore

cannot be considered as any certain proof justifying such a supposition, and points out that the trans-

ition of tlie gonophore from independent free existence into sessile mode of life can effect a secondary

displacement of the gonads in many different ways without any necessity that this should be indica-

tive of nearer or remoter relationship. Apart from this, however, there is an additional reason against

the supposition of Bonnevie. As is pointed out by Vanhoffen (1909), we have in hand a medusa-

form obviously nearly related, Cafablen/a, which, when somewhat damaged, is very easily mistaken

for a Lcptomcdusa^ but which is, in fact, a geniiine Tiaridc. Van!; of fen even presumes that Cata-

blcina really is the medusoid generation of Monobyacliiiiin. But in that case it remains to show tliat

the gonophores of Monobrachiuiii are not sessile as they have hitherto generally been supposed to be.

The explanations of Vanhoffen (1909) and Kiihu (1913) make good ih&i I\ffli/obrac//iin/i takes

no intermediate place between athecate and thecajDhore hydroids. But the j^lace of the genus among

the athecate hydroids would still be equally uncertain if the peculiar species Caiiipaiiiclava clioiiis

Vanhoffen (1909) had not shown us, by its heterogeneous develoijment of the tentacles, the unquesti-

onable link between Monobrachium and the normal-looking forms of Clava. Therefore there is no

reason any longer to regard the genus as the representative of a jjeculiar family; as pointed out by

Vanhoffen, it ought to be classed with the Clavidae.

Monobrachium parasitum Mereschkowsky.

1877 Mojiobracliinm parasitum, Mereschkowsky, On a new Genus of Hydroids, p. 225, pi. 5 fig. i—

6

pi. 6 fig. 7—14.

1899 — parasiticiDii Bonnevie, Norske Nordhavs Expedition, p. 51.

Reptant colonies, whose polyps are dimorphically developed; beside cylindric polyps with ori-

fice and a vigorous tentacle, also machozooids without mouth or tentacles occur. The nourishing
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polyps are provided with a riii<j of stingino- cells above the base of the tentacle. The stolons form a

network of anastomosing tnbes.

The gonophores are eumednsoid with a nidinientary spadix and with the generative cells

placed along the four radial canals. The colonies are bisexual.

Material:

Greeidand: Kgedesminde (on Tcllina calcarca).

The Kara Sea ("Dijmphna").

Mouobrdcliiuiii parasitiiiii is indigenous to the middle parts of the literal region far to the north.

It is recorded frt)ni Spitzbergen, the Kara Sea, the White Sea, and the west coast of Greenland

(Text-fig. L).

Family Bougainvilliidae.

Hydroids forming colonies with pol)-ps fusiform or capitate, whose oral portion is conically

pointed. The stinging cells are small and rodshaped. The tentacles, which are filiform, are placed in

a main whorl round the polyp; the stinging cells are equally distributed all over the surface of the

polyps or in less distinct transverse belts round them. The 23olyps are quite naked or surrounded by

a jellied, lithe, and pliable pseudohydrotheca below the tentacle whorl. The endoderm is differentiated

into an oral portion, consisting of indifferent small-nucleated cells between which occur a large number

of mucous gland cells, and the jriroper gastral portion ; the limit is formed by the tentacle whorl. The

colonies have no calcareous skeleton.

The diagnosis states for the family the same range as was practically already given b\- Bon-

ne vie (1899), wdiom the later authors have generally followed. Kiihn (1913) divides the family into

three subfamilies, two of which, Ilydractiuiiiiac and Atractylinae^ are represented in our northern seas.

The main distinguishing mark stated by Kiihn is that /fydracfiiiiiiiac are stated to have a vigorous,

crustformed skeleton, while ^ifractyliiiar, on the other hand, ha\-e hydrocauli covered with periderm.

Howe\cr, this character does not seem to be of the importance Kiihn attached to it. In young

colonies the stolons have not coalesced into a crust, and the development of the skeleton is not parti-

cularly vigorous. There is even every probability that several species of Stylactis do not at all assume

such crustformed skeleton-formations, even when advanced in life. On the other hand, we also know

species of Hydracti)iiuiat\ in w liich the hydrocaulus covered with periderm has been reduced to a mere

minimum. The character, therefore, must be characterized as a merel>- gradual one, and can hardh- be

turned to account as fundamenlum di\isionis for higher groups.

A very different interest is attached to the peculiar occurrence of pseudoluxlrothecae met with

in the Bo2igaiiivilliidai\ I set aside the socalled pseudohydrothecae of Clathrozoon (the subfamily Hy-

droccrati)iiii(u\ stated by Kiihn 1913); in fact, this group is not yet so well known that we arc able

to judge of it entirel}-, and its "pseudohvdrothccae" do not seem to form such a parallel with the for-

mations of the thecaphores as those found in certain other Botigainvil/iidat\ namely in Pcrigo-

iii)iuts. In this species the ectoderm of the pol\p has secerned a jellied pseudohydrotheca, which has

coalesced with the pol\ p along its distal margin, and to which the basal portion of the supporting
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lamella of the polyp is attached by small chitinoiis bodies similar to tliose found in several thecaphores.

This pseudohydrotheca is but little visible, or, with intact polyps, when they are extended, almost

untraceable, while in contracted polyps it lies round the basal portion of the polyp like a cup richly

folded. It might be obvious to regard it as the precursor of the real hydrotheca. Perhaps it might

be regarded as a character sufficiently important for the purpose of distinguishing a subfamily: How-

ever, the matter has, as yet, been too little examined as to allow the forming of a reasonable opinion;

we have, provisionally, to regard it as a generic character.

Gen. Hydractinia van Bencden.

The stolons of the reptant colonies, when )-oung, will generally form an open meshwork which

afterwards most frequently changes into a continuous chitinous crust. The crust is commonly carrying

spines of various appearance, or may grow out into branched formations of colonies. The polyps are

cylindrical or capitate with conically pointed oral portion. The tentacles are placed in a whorl below

the mouth. There is no erect hydrocaulus covered with perisarc. The polyps are heterogeneoush- devel-

oped into larger nourishing individuals bearing tentacles and into spiralzooids bearing no tentacles; the

latter occur at the extremities of the colonies. — The gonophores are supported by polyps more or

less transformed (blastostyles) or arise directly from the stolons.

According to this diagnosis, also Podocoryne^ Oorliiza and Sfylacfis, earlier set up as genera

are included under Hydractinia. The only reason of distinguishing between Hydractinia and Podo-

corync has been sought in the power of the last-mentioned genus of producing free-swimming medusae.

However, Bonnevie (1899) has described a couple of species, Hydractinia Alliiiaiii and Hydractinia

ornata^ having medusoid gonophores less strongly reduced with radial canals, and from Africa has

been recorded a species, Hydractinia Alichaclscni Broch (1914), whose male gonophores are perfect

medusae, which, however, do not seem to break away normally. Also Kiilin (1913) seems to incline

to the opinion that the separation of the two genera is questionable. The intermediate forms of gono-

phores mentioned, in fact, forbid the drawing of a certain limit between the genera, and, therefore, the

proper thing to be done, is, indeed, to draw in Podocorync under Hydractinia.

The genus OorJtiza is based on the fact that the gonophores are seated, not, as in Hydrac-

tinia, on blastostyles, but, on the contrary, on a short stem rising directly from the stolons. A review

of our northern species of Hydractinia., however, shows that, in fact, this criterion is of no vital im-

portance. In Hydractinia /inmHis Bonnevie and Hydractinia -^'i-?;-.?// S t e e n s t r u p the gonophores

are borne on polyps fully developed of the same size as the sterile nourishing individuals; in Hy-

dractinia- carnra M. Sars the polj-ps bearing gonophores are, certainly, fully developed indi\iduals,

provided with tentacles; but they have a smaller number of tentacles, and are smaller than the sterile

nourishing polyps. In Hydractinia Allmani Bonnevie, Hydractinia ornata Bonnevie, and Hydrac-

tinia cchinata (Fleming) the reduction is carried still further, the tentacles being reduced or wholly

disappearing, so that the bearers of the gonophores are here typical blastostyles. In Hydractinia carica

Bergh, finally, the polyp has been reduced to a stem, round the apex of which the gonophores are
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placed ill a whorl. In fact, between this condition of things and a solitaiy o-onophore seated teriuin-

ally on a polyp wholly reduced to a stalk, there is no great gaj), and at any rate the criterion is not

essential enough to be turned to account ;is fundainentuiii divisionis. Also Oorliiza has, accordingh',

to be included as a synonym under Ilydractiiiia.

Stylactis is yet left to be mentioned, being distinguished by the stolons forming an open mesh-

work and no continuous chitinous crust. In his excellent elucidation of Hydractiiiia and Podocoryni\

Hi neks (i86S) calls attention to the fact that, in the species then known, the stolons at first form

an open mesh-work and do not till later on coalesce into a continuous crust. Young colonies of Ilydractmia

canwa, which are in our Norwegian seas very commonly observed on living specimens of N^assa rcficii-

lafa, in most cases show this open mesh-work of stolons and, therefore, easih' run the risk of being

undiscerningly characterized as Sfy/acfis. In the African species, Hydractinia Michaclscni Broch

and Hydracti)ii(i falhix Broch, large colonies show a mi.xture of characters of Stylactis and of I[y-

dracti)iia, and, accordingly, there is no reason to maintain the two groups as distinct genera. They

communicate with each other b\- intermediate forms. It is i^robable that several species of Stylactis

have been based on young colonies of ty[)ical species of Hydractinia. This jsrobability, indeed, cannot

be contested even Ijy the occurrence of gonophores, because, in young colonies of Hydractinia carnea,

where the stolons have not yet coalesced into a crust, gonophores are frequently observed. A species

as Stylactis arctica Jaderholm (1902) has obviously to be judged summarily as such a young Hy-

dractinia. Also Stylactis, therefore, has to be included among the synonyms of Hydractinia.

Hydractinia Sarsi! (Steenstrup) Bonnevie.

1846 Podocoryiia carnca, M. Sars, Fauna littoralis Norvegice, Heft i, j). 7.

1850 Podocorync Sarsii. Steenstrup, in : Lvitken, Nogle Beniierkninger om Medusernes systematiske

Inddeling, p. 33.

1872 Stylactis — Allman, Monograph of the (yyuinoblastic or Tubularian Hydroids, p. 303.

1892 Podocorynr carnca, Levinsen, Meduser, Ctenophorer og Hydroider fra Gronlands Vestkyst, p. 11.

1899 — — pars, Sa^mundsson, Bidrag til Kundskaben om dc islandske Hydroider, p. 50.

1899 Hydractinia sarsii, Bonnevie, Norske Nordhavs Expedition, p. 45.

The rcptant stolons are covered by a continuous chitinous coenosarc, whose surface is studded

with small spines, among which are found, often by groups, large, vigorous thorns, up to 0.5 mm. high,

of irregular conical shape with closed apex abrupth- cut off. The polyps attain a length of 2.5 mm.

and have 10 or 20 tentacles in a dense, proximateh- double, whorl, below the oral portion. Spiral-

zooids have not yet been pointed out.

The gonophores are cryptomedusoid and ]daced, to the number of three or six, round fully

developed polyps of the same size as the sterile nourishing indi\iduals.

Material

:

Greenland, the harbour of Ciodthaab . . . depth 12 fath. (on Hyas aranctis).

Iceland, Seydisfjord (on Carcinus viaenas).
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The well developed colony in hand has been wrongly determined as Podocorytic cariica. It is

hardly intelligible that Bedot, in his "Materianx ponr servir a Thistoire des Hydroides", shonld have

followed Allman (1872) and referred this species to Stylactis ; it is one of the few species of Ily-

dractinia which, even at the extremities of small colonies, show no indication of the ojDcn network of

stolons for which Stylactis should be distinguished.

The species seems to be a boreal one, but it has hitherto been recorded only from very few

localities, as it has probably been mistaken for Hydractinia carnca also by investigators subsequent to

M. Sars (1846). It has previously been recorded only from the coast of Norway near Bergen. In the

Danish collections is found a well developed, though sterile, colony from Iceland (Seydisfjord),

seated on the claw of a strand-crab. It seems to be the same species which is recorded, by the name

200 m. toom. tooom. 2000m.

Text-fig. M. Finds of Hydractinia Sarsi • end Hvdractinia carica A in the Northern Atlantic.

of Podocoryuc carnca^ from the north of Iceland, on the operculum of a Balamis Ilanimcri (vSa^munds-

son 1902, 1911); here is only found the chitinous crust; but it differs consideraljly from the crust found

in Hydractinia carnca^ and, on the contrary, wholly agrees with Hydractinia Sarsii (Tab. I I'^ig. 12).

Finally also West Greenland (Godthaab) has to be added to the localities where the species has

been found (Text-fig. M).

Hydractinia ecininata (Fleming) van Beneden.

1828 Alcyoniiiiii rchiiiafitiii^ Fleming, A History of British Animals, jx 517.

1841 Hydractinir^ van Beneden, Recherches sur la structure de I'oeuf dans un nouvean

Polype (genre Hydractinie), p. 89.

1909 Hydractinia n/o/iocarpa pars, Broch, Die Hydroiden der arktischen Meere, p. 199.

. senre de
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The rcptant stolons are covered by a continuous chitinous coenosarc, whose surface is studded

with small ])rickles, among which occur larger chitinous spines about 1.5 mm. liigh, provided with lon-

gitudinal rows of more or less regular small teeth. The large spines now and then show a tendency

to divide at the apex. The pol\'ps are up to 4 mm. long, whitish or faiulh' reddish, with 20—30

tentacles in a dense whorl below the oral portion. The tentacles form a belt which appears double

because of alternating displacement. Spiralzooids without tentacles occur along the nuirgin of

the colony.

The gonophores are cryptomedusoid, placed, to a nund)er of 3 or 6, round reduced polyps with

rudimentary tentacles.

Material

:

Greenland: Upernivik, depth 80—90 fathoms \s-ithnut particular data, from a cod's stomach.

Skagerrak: the channel near Vinga (Bohuslani, depth ^o fath.

Ifxditn-tiiiid cchiiiata in its large chitinous skeleton-spines (Tab. I Fig. 9 and 10) has a very

typical armour impeding a confusion with other northern species. It is an Atlantic-boreal .species,

showing a great power of enduring both high and low temperatures. It occurs very frec^uently in

the North Sea, along the coasts of Great Britain and Ireland, goes to the south as far as into the

Mediterranean, and is also found on the east coast of North America. The species belongs to the

literal region and almost alwa}s goes together with Eitpagiinis Biriihardiis^ on whose house it settles.

When we consider the distribution of the species along both sides of the northern Atlantic, we must wonder

that it has not yet been observed at the Faroe Islands, and that only a single specimen has been met

100 m, _ boom. looom. 2000 m.

Text-fig. N. The occurrence of Hydractinia echinata in the Northern Atlantic.

(The hatched parties denote according to Htteraturc a scattered allthough common occurence).
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with at Iceland. This specimen which was found on the north side of the island, was originally

recorded by Winther (1880), and has afterwards been revised by S:Emundsson (1902). It is a pecu-

liarity of the specimen that it is seated on the operculum of a Ba/aii/ix Ilainiiicri^ and not on the

house of the Bernhardus crab. The species has been recorded once in the Arctic water-layers near Jan

Mayen (v. Lorenz 1886). In a previous work (1909) I gave utterance to the supposition that the

variety recorded by Levin sen (1892) had probably to be referred to the high-arctic sjijccies Hydrac-

tinia iiwnocarpa A 11 in an. An examination of the specimens mentioned, however, shows that this suppo-

sition is wrong. The specimens are unquestionable Hydracti)iia ccliinata with skeleton strongly deve-

loped. One of the specimens is distinguished by being attached to the shell of a living Bitcciiiuin

hydrophaniini. The species, thus, proves able to occur now and tlien under wholly high-arctic condition;;.

Hydractinla carica Bcrgh.

1887 Hydractinia carica^ Bergh, Goijlepolyper fra Karahavet, p. 3, Taf. 28, Fig. i.

1899 — viinuta^ Bonnevie, Norske Nordhavs-Expedition, p. 48, Tab. I, Fig. 3.

The reptant stolons are covered by a chitinous layer of coenosarc, without small prides, but

bearing here and there vigorous spines, singly placed and up to 0.5 mm. high, conical with rounded

apex. The polyps attain a length of 2 mm., and have 10—14 rather vigorous tentacles placed in a

single whorl below the oral portion. Spiralzooids are not traceable.

The gonophores are cryptomedusoid, placed, to a number of 3—6, round polyps almost wholly

atrophied, forming, if anything, only a short stalk, or showing rudiments of tentacles slightly indicated.

Material:

The Kara Sea: Petuchoffskoi Schar depth 7 fath. (the original specimen described by Bergh 1887).

An examination of the original specimen, determined by Bergh, shows with full certainty

that it is the same species that has afterwards been described by Bonnevie (1899) by the name of

Hydractinia mitmta. The diagnoses, however, when compared, will show some points of difference.

Bonnevie does not mention the .skeleton-formations at all while on the other hand, the statements

of Bergh convey the impression of a greater resemblance io Irlydractinia rcIiiiKtta 'Cn^w it really bears.

Hydractinia carica lacks the small prickles found in the species last mentioned, and more vigorous spines

also occur rather scarcely; the latter (Tab. I, Fig. 11) are smooth and more conically tapering than those

of Hydractinia Sarsi. The main difference, however, between the diagno.sis of Bonnevie and that

of Bergh is implied in the mention of the blastostyles. Bergh states in his diagno.sis "Sporosacs

borne on very short, rudimentary hydrants, without or with very few (1—4) tentacles", while in the

diagnosis of Bonnevie we find "Fixed gonojjhores without radial canals, from 3 to 5 in circle round

the inconspicuous blastostyles", and in her short comment Bonnevie further .states that the species

is distinguished for "the complete atrophy of the gonophore-bearing hydranths". The specimens deter-

mined by Bergh show a great varying as to the development of the fertile polyp; it may, as he tells

us, have 1—4 tentacles; but they are a great deal more reduced than is apparent from his pictures,

and agree better with the drawings published by Jaderholm (1909, PI. 2, Fig. 10— 11). However,
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there are iu the colonies also mnnerous blastostyles, which arc wholly devoid of rudiincuts of tentacles,

and accordingly only forming a stalk in the same way as is indicated by the diagnosis of Bonnevie.

Bnt there always occnrs a small polyp, and a "complete atrophy" of the polyj) is in no case demon-

strable; nor is it obvions from the imperfect figure of Bonnevie (1899, Tab. I, Fig. 3). — The great

variation of the blastostyles of the original specimens determined b\- liergh, shows us that the

species stated by Bonnevie may be founded on a colony where the blastostyles carrying tentacles

were reduced to a minimum in number. But this does not give sufficient rea.son for nuiintaining it

as a peculiar species beside Ilydnictiiiia carica.

Hydractinia carica is an Arctic litoral species, which, in boreal waters, proves able to penetrate

along the West coast of Norway as far as Bergen (Text-fig. M). It has been found elsewhere only

in high arctic regions, in the Kara vSea, in the Mnrman Sea, and at Spitzbergen. It has also been re-

corded by J;iderholni (1909) from Davis Strait.

Gen. Bougainvillia Lesson.

Upright colonies with branched hydrocanli clothed with a perisarc. The polyps are fusi-

form with the tentacles placed in a whorl below the conically pointed oral portion. The polyps are

naked without the slightest attempt at formation of pseudohydrotheca round their proximal portion.

The gonophores are placed on the stems of polyps fully developed or reduced (blastostyles). In the

latter case, the unbranched polyp stem will sometimes rise from the hydrorhiza instead of from the

h\-drocaulus.

A closer inquiry into the distinguishing characters and their systematic value, shows us that there

is no reason to distribute the species of Boiigai)ivillia on the three genera. Boiigai?ri'il/ia^Dicoryu(\a.\u\ Hctcro-

cordylc. Sufficient cause for distinguishing between Bougainvillia and the two other genera is not at all

given by the fact that the former has medusoid gonophores, while the two other genera have st\-loid go-

nophores. In mentioning the genera earlier treated, I have sufficiently explained the insignificance of tiiis

criterion as to classification. Then renuains the other distinguishing mark that the gonophores of Bougain-

villia develop on the stems of some fullgrown pohps, while in Dicoryiir and Hcterocordylc they are devel-

oped on the stems of reduced polyps (blastostyles). The genus Hydractinia show's us a full parallel to this

condition of things. But becau.se of the many and close connecting links between one extreme and

the other, it has been agreed that the stronger and weaker .specializing into nourishing jiolyps and

blastostyles cannot be employed as a generic character. When, on the other hand, this has been done

with Bougainvillia and Dicorync ami f[ctcrocordyh\ the only reason must be that, between the few

species known of these genera, nuxst of the links occurring in Hydractinia are wanting. This lack,

in fact, is not a sufficient i-eason to elevate, in one case, the character to an importance which is denied

in another case, even within the same family. It is not right to base the genera Bougainvillia, Di-

corync and Ifcfrrocordylc on characters that must be used with discretion as specific characters

in Hydractinia. Further, as to the distinguishing nuuk between Dicorync and Hcterocordylc, it is

still more diminutive. Hcterocordylc conybcari A 1 1 m a n
,

tlie only species known of the genu.s, is so like

The Ingolf-ExpcJilion. V. 6. /
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Dicoryne coiifcrta (Alder) as to confusion, and the two species have probably more than once been mis-

taken for one another. Both the species have styloid gonophores; Init in Hetcrocordyle they are ses-

sile, while in Dicoryiic^ when ripening, they assume cilia all over, develop two tentacles, and break

away. This is, unquestionably, a phenomenon of mere biological adaptation and cannot be recognized

as sufficient for distinction of genera as long as it is not accompanied by a thorough change of the

organization of the sterile parts of the colony. It is evident that Dicoryue and Hetcrocordyle must be

drawn together into one genus, and moreover that this genus must be united with Bougainvillia.

. boom. ._ 1000 m.

Text-fig, O. The lialiitat of Bougainvillia conferta in the Northern Atlantic.

(In the hatched regions the litterature denotes the occurence of the species without strict localities).

Bougainvillia conferta (Alder).

1856 Eudcndrium coii/crfnii/, Alder, A Notice of Some New Genera and Species of British Hydroid

Zoophytes, p. 354, pi. 12, fig. 5-8.

The colonies attain a height of up to 15 mm., and exhibit a rigid appearance. They have a

distinct main stem with short side-branches. The perisarc is vigorously developed and dark brown-

coloured. The small fusiform polyp attains a length of about 0.5 mm.; it wears about 16 tentacles in

a single whorl below the oral conically jjointed portion.

The gonophores are styloid and break away. When ripening, they assume a peculiar oviform

shape, develop two filiform tentacles, and put on a complete suit of cilia all over. The gonophores

are seated, gathered in a belt, somewhat below the apex of blastostyles, which arise from the liydro-

caulus or, in smaller numbers, from the hydrorhiza. The blastostyles show no indication of tentacles.
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Material:

Iceland: Talknafjoid (without particular data).

Reydarfjord, depth 163 metres.

The Faroe Lslaiids (without particular data).

Bougaiiivillia ('(vz/ivAHs a .southeru-boreal .specie.s penetrating as far as into the Mediterranean;

towards the north it goes, along the coast of Norway, only as far as Lofoten. It has been recorded several

times from Iceland, in the warmer water-layers along the west- and south-coasts of the island, but it

has not \'et been pointed out at Greenland. As a new localit}' nnist be added the Faroe Island.s. The

species is indigenous to the litoral region.

Gen. Perigonimus M- Sars.

The hydranth stems rise immediately from the reptant stolons, or there are formed ujjright

rhizocaulomes bearing the polyps. The polyp stems are sometimes divided into a couple of branches;

still hydrocaulns, properly speaking, cannot be recorded. The polyps are fu.siform, with the tentacles

placed in a whorl below the conically pointed oral ]DOrtion; below the tentacle whorl they are sur-

rounded b\- delicate pseudolndrothecae, superiorly- connected with the ectoderm of the hydranth, and

inferiorly passing into the chitinous perisarc of the stem. The stinging cells show attempts at being

arranged in transverse belts on the tentacles. The gonopliores are placed singly on the stolons or on

the ludranth stems, most frequently attached to the latter b}- a short stalk.

The distinguisliing marks between Prrigoiiiiinis and Bongaiiivillia. indeed, seem to be so in-

significant that the conclusion might be obvious that both genera should be united into one. The

Pcrigoiiiuius polyp, when wholly extended, is very easily mistaken for a Boiigaiiivillia. However, there

is an essential difference between the two genera which necessitates a separation. Their medusae

even belong to different families, the Boitgaii/7'illi(i-m&d\\sa.e being typical Margclida(\ while Prrigoiii-

iinis gives rise to Tinriifar (see Hartlaub 1913). As far as the nurse poly]) is concerned, we must

notice the difference existing between the wholly naked Boieg(//j/zu7/ia-\)o\yp and the hydranth covered

with pseudohydrotheca of the Prr/gfV//////ts-po\yp. The pseudohydrotheca has been pointed out by sev-

eral authors and has been emphasized as generic character particularly by Broch (1911). A closer

inquiry into this formation has been made by Hadzi(i9i3, 1914), who has studied it most thoroughly

in the Adriatic species, Pcrigoiiiiinis Corii Hadzi and Perigonimus Gcorginae Hadzi; the latter .spe-

cies is very nearh- related to Perigoiii)inis rcpciis (Wright). Hadzi points out that Perigonimus is

provided with a sort of hydrotheca, the essential substance of which is jellied and accordingly not

entirely parallel with the hydrotheca of the thecaphore hydroids. I-'or this jellied polyp case, which

is, in its outer margin, connected with the ectoderm (;f the polyp, I. therefore, emplo\- the denomina-

tion of "pseudohydrotheca", earlier emj)loyed for the chitinous false hydrothecae of Clafhrozoon. In the

case of Clilatlirozoon^ however, the formation seems to be quite different, and the denomination, on

that account, rather misleading; indeed, we had better employ the term of "false hydrothecae". Hadzi
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calls our attention to the interesting fact that the polyps are basally attached to the pseudohydrotheca

by a whorl of small chitinous bodies similar to that met with in Halt-ciidac, Plitiinilnriidac, Lafoeidac^

and CanipcDuilariidac ; they actually attach the supporting lamella to the polyp case. Systematically,

however, hardly any particular iiuj^ortance can be attached to this character. The chitinous bodies

occur ou the passage from the pseudohydrotheca to the hard periderm of the stem. Also the periderm

of the stem has, in most species of Perigonimus a jellied cover, to which a lot of foreign bodies fasten

themselves so as to give the colony a foul appearance.

The stinging cells in the tentacles of the /'cV7^(','//;/.'«j-species show atteiupts at an arrange-

ment by belts. But it is not here so pronounced as in the Ejidendriidac and tiie thecaphore hydroids.

This criterion, together with the pseudohydrotheca, suggests that Pcrigoiiiiiiiis must be more nearly

related to the thecaphore h}droids than most other athecate hydroids.

Perigonimus repens (Wright) Allman.

1S57 Eudcndrmm repois^ Wright, Observations on British Zoophytes, p. 84, pi. 82, fig. 8— 9.

1864 Pfrigonimtis —
, Allman, On the Construction and lyimitation of Genera among the Hy-

droida, p. 365.

nee igii — — , Broch, Fauna droeljachiensis, p. 14.

Vio\\\ the reptant stolons proceed thin polyp stems, up to 5 mm. long, more rarely dichotomi-

cally divided so as to bear two polyps. The polyps are about 0.5 mm. long, broadly fusiform, with

4— 12 tentacles placed in a whorl, and surrounded below the tentacles by a thin jellied pseudohydro-

theca, which is sometimes hardly observable. The polyp stems are wholh- without rings, and all but

without wrinkles, and provided with a dark-coloured, but thin perisarc, which, on account of bottom

particles appendant, convey the impression of being graniilous.

The gonophores are developed into free medusae; when breaking away, they have two ten-

tacles and a well-developed, solid umbrella. The gonophores are borne individually on stems 0.2— 0.3

mm. long, proceeding from the hydranth stems; on one h3'dranth stem is generally developed one

gonophore at a time, sometimes a couple of gonophores simultaneously.

Material

:

The Faroe Islands, vSorvaag. Depth 14—1672 fath. (on Nncula iniclrus].

Certainly it is not this species that is delineated and described by the name of Perigoiiimns

rcpcns in Fauna Droebachiensis (Broch 191 1). A comparison with the excellent drawings of the

species with Jaderholm (1909, Taf. I, Fig. 15— 16), at once shows us the difference. Tlie species

described and delineated from the Kristianiafjord has a stiff and robust structure; its perisarc is solid

and the colonies are open rhizocaulome formations; most probably the specimens in question should

have been referred to Perigonivnis niuscoides M. Sars. Pcrigonin/iis irpnis, on the other hand, has

thin closely set, irregularly curved polyp stems. Besides, the colonies from the Kristianiafjord bear on

the hydranth stems numerous gonophores without stalks, while the few gonophores of Perigonivnis

repens are borne on distinct small stalks covered with perisarc.
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Prrigniiiiints rrpriis is a soutlieni species which penetrates into our seas. It has been recorded

from tile Mediterranean and tlie west coast of France, and occurs frequently in the sea round Great

Britain and Ireland. AIread_v in the North vSea its occurrence is more straggling. In the Dani.sh

waters and along the coast of Bohuslan it is still rather frequent. On the coast of Norway it is not

unfrequently met with in the Trondhjemfjord, where the fauna, on the whole, bears a .southern char-

acter. But only once it has been found farther to the north, at Lofoten. vSiemundsson {1911) re-

cords several questionable specimens from the west and the north of Iceland. Ihit these localities

have to be confirmed. As a new locality must now be added the P'aroe Islands. The species belongs

to the literal region.

200 m. 600/r ,%ooo m. , 2000m.

Text-fig. P. The distribution of Pengonimus i;-p,-ns in the Northern Atlantic (o localities neetliug further confir-

mation. — In the hatched region the litterature denotes a scattered although common occurence of the .species).

Perigonimus abyssi G. O. Sars.

1874 Prn'goiiii/iiis abyssi, G. O. Sars, Bidrag til Kundskaben om Norges Hydroider, p. 96, pi. 5, Fig. 27—30.

19H — sjj., Kramp, Danmarks-Ekspeditionen til Gronlands Nordostkyst, p. 363.

From the reptant stolons proceed mibranched pol\p stems, which attain a length of 1.5 mm.

The polyps are about 0.5 mm. long, broadl\- fusiform, liearing 5—8, usuall)' 7 tentacles in a whorl.

Below the tentacles the pohp is surrounded by a rather \-igorous, wide, jellied pseudohydrotheca, wliich

is, however, often hardly visible on the polyp wholly extended. The polyp stems are irregularly and

strongly wrinkled, and have a dark-coloured, vigorous perisarc.

The gonophores are developed into free medusae, having, when deliberated, a vigorously

developed umbrella and four tentacles. The gonophores are developed on the polyp stems, to which

they are attached by a \-cry short stalk. On the polyp stem arise one or two gonophores.
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Material

:

Greenland, Egedesminde (on Lcpcta coccd).

The species has been found chiefly along the west coast of vScandinavia. It is likely to occur

much more frequently than might l^e believed from the scattered data. On account of its small

dimensions, and as, besides, it prefers settling on living, smaller molluscs, it too often escapes the

attention of the investigators of hydroids. Pcrigoiiiiiius ahyssi has been found at Bohuslan and

on the west coast of Norway, from Stavanger as far as the Trondhjemfjord, at the depth of lOO

—600 metres. On the north side of Beeren Island it has been met with at the depth of 165

.-.1000 m.

Text-fig. O The finds of Pcrigonimus abyssi in the Northern Atlantic.

metres (Bonne vie 1899). In Arctic regions it may occur in considerably shallower waters. Thus the

German expedition to Spitzbergen in 1898 found the species in the Storfjord at the depth of between

o and 10 metres (Broch 1909), and certainly it is the same species that is recorded by Kramp (1911),

by the name of Pcrigonimus sp., from the depth of 20—40 metres at a couple of stations of the "Dan-

mark" Expedition. To the localities previously recorded must now also be added the west coast of

Greenland near Egedesminde. — According to tlie data in hand, the species must be characterized as

Arctic and boreal (Text-fig. O).

Perigonimus roseus (M. Sars) Bonnevie.

1874 Rhizoragium roseum, M. Sars in: G. O. Sars, Bidrag til Kuudskaben om Norges Hydroider, p. 96.

1892 Garveia groetilattdica^ Levinsen, Meduser, Ctenophorer og Hydroider fra Gronlands Vestkyst, p. 13.

1898 Perigonimus rosetis, Bonnevie, Neue norwegische Hydroiden.

igii Garveia groenlandica, Kramp, Danmark-Ekspeditionen til Gronlands Nordostkyst, p. 363, pi.XXV, fig. 6.
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From the reptant stolons proceed polyp stems up to I2 mm. long, generally unbranched; more

rarely 2—4 polyp stems proceed from a common trunk, 1—2 nun. high. The polyps attain a length

of 0.7 mm., and are fusiform, with 6— 12 tentacles placed in a whorl. Below the tentacles the polyp

is surrounded by a pseudohydrotheca, which it is very difficult to observe on the polvp when wholly

extended. In general it is jellied and vigorously developed. The polyp stems are, particularly in their

proxiuuil part, irregularly wrinkled.

The very large gonophores show no medusoid structure; they are attached to the reptant sto-

lons by a short stem.

Material

:

Greenland (Lille Hellefiskebanke) (the original s])ecimen of Garvria grornlandica Levinsen).

An examination of the original specimen of Gnrvcia grocnlaiidica shows no difference at all

from Norwegian specimens of Pcrigo)iiiints rosais. The species are no doubt identical. If we compare

Kramp's drawing of Garvria gronilaiidica (1911, pi. XXV, fig. 6) with Jaderholm's figure of Pc-

rigoiiiiiius rosciis (1909, Taf. Ill, Fig. 7), there may, at the first glance, seem to be some points of

difference. Thus the stems of the specimen mentioned by Kramp are much shorter. But this character

proves of little significance if we compare the specimen with a larger colony, where, as a matter of

fact, the length of the polyp stems varies greatl\-. A greater stress might, on the other hand, be laid

on the apparently great difference between the pseudohydrothecae as represented in the two figures.

However, much depends on the contraction of the polyps and on the state of preservation, as is plainly

to be seen by an inquir\- into a larger material. I have several times had the opportunity of observ-

200 m. . 600 m. ._ 1000 m, 2000 m.

Text-fig. R. The occurence of Perigonimus roseiis in the Northern Atlantic.

(In tint hutched region the occurence according to the Htterature is common allthough scattered).
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iiig, in larger colonies of Pcrigoniiiius^ individnals with psendohydrothecae bnlging even more loosely

ronnd the shrunken and contracted polyps than that rendered in Kramp's drawing, while, at the

same time, in extended polyps in the same colony, a superficial view fails to notice tlie presence of

this formation (Broch 1911, fig. 12). The intermediate state represented by Jaderholm is the com-

monest observed in preserved colonies. Still one point of difference might seem, to remain, the chiti-

nons cup in which the gonophore, in Garvcia grociiLandica, is resting when it is about to empty its

ripe contents. This cup, or rather this remnant of the flayed-off external periderm cover of the gono-

phore, is, however, frequently observed also in the female gonophores of t^-pical Pcrigonimus rosnis;

in which hitherto no particular importance has been attached to this character. Accordingly, we have

to include Garvcia groeiilandica as a s^-nonyme under Pfn'goiniinis rosciis.

The chief occurrence of the species is attached to the middle and the lower parts of the literal

region of the boreal waters. It occurs rather frequently from Bohuslan as far as Lofoten, generally

attached to stalks of Ttthiilaria iiidivisa. However the species also penetrates far into Arctic waters,

and has been recorded from the White Sea and as far to the north as Nova Zembla. It has previ-

ously been recorded from Greenland (Jaderholm 1909), where now also Lille Hellefiskebanke, Fiske-

nes (West Greenland), and Danmarks Havn (East Greenland) have to be added to its localities

(Text-fig. R).

Family Eudendriidae.

Hydroids forming colonies, the polyps of which are provided with a single whorl of filiform

tentacles. The proboscis is capitate, placed with a narrow base on the broad polyp body above the

tentacle whorl; the stinging cells of the tentacles are small and rodshaped. Also larger stinging cells,

narrowly oval, occur, particularly in the sjjecific stinging organs of the polyp. The stinging cells of the

tentacles are arranged in very distinctive transverse belts. The polyps are wholly naked. The endoderm

of the polyp is differentiated into two portions, an oral portion, consisting of small-nucleated, indifferent

cells, among which occur some mucous gland cells, and the proper gastral portion. The limit is formed

b\- the tentacle whorl. The tentacles lack a central cavity. The colonies have no calcareous skeleton.

Nearly all investigators of hydroids have distinguished the Endoidriidac as a family of their

own. To this Levins en (1892) forms an exception, considering the arrangement of the tentacles in

a single whorl round the poh'p as indicative of so near a relationship to the BougaiiivilUidar that he

unites the two families into one. However, the Eitdciidriidar^ in their structure of the polyps, show,

as compared to other athecate hj-droids, such peculiarities that we are forced to distinguish them as

a family of their own. In the first place are obvious the broad structure of the pohp bod\' and the

capitate proboscis, placed with a narrow base above the well defined tentacle portion. In this cha-

racter the polyps bear a strongly marked resemblance to the thecaphore Campa-unlariidae. This like-

ness is the more interesting because, in the more delicate structure of the polyp of the Etidcndriidac,

several points of resemblance to the thecaphore hydroids are demonstrable. Thus the stinging ceils of

the tentacles of Eitdcitdriidac^ as well as those of the thecaphore h)droids, are arranged in well defined
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transverse belts. This jieculiarity we find slighlh- indicated even in some Botigahivilliidac. But only

in the Eudfiidriidac it has become a character plainly distinctive. Further, the endoderm in the well

defined hypostome shows the same strncture as in the thecaphore Indroids, and is more strongly differ-

entiated than in the Bougaiitvilliidat\ the indifferent cells having grained the ascendency, and the number

of the mucous gland cells having been reduced to a miuiniuni. Whether these peculiarities are indic-

ative of a nearer relationship between the Eudriidriidac and the thecaphore liydroids, is a question

which it would here be out of place to enlarge upon.

The Eudci!driida(\ with their frequently dimorphic development of the stinging cells, also pre-

sent a parallel to the Sfylnsfrridac. Besides the small rodformed stinging cells characteristic of all

Fill/era^ we also find in several species larger narrowl\- o\al ones, bearing a strong resemblance to

those of the Stylastrridac. The latter are large, but of the same shape as the small stinging cells of

Myriotliila. We i:)robably here face a phenomenon of convergency, the reason of which, however, at

ihe jnesent stage of our knowledge of the biology of the Coelenterata, we cannot account for with

anv certaintv. Where\-er the larger stinging cells occur in the Endciidriidac they are accumulated in

particular stinging organs.

Eudendrium Iihreni)erg.

Upright colonies with branched hydrocanlus. The polyps are broad and distinctly set off from

the stem, which is covered with a vigorous chitinous perisarc. The polyp has a single whorl of fili-

form tentacles. Above the tentacle whorl the p"l>'p is suddenly tapering and ends into a capitate or

trunipetshaped proboscis, which is seated, with a narrow base, above the tentacle whorl. The gono-

pliores are developed on normal or reduced polyps, or placed singly on the branches.

Kiihn (1913, p. 48) states that the polyp tentacles of EitdnidriiDii "nach einander vorsprossen

nnd dadurch sich als Angehorige verschiedener Wirtel zu erkennen geben". Later on (1. c. p. 247) he

again mentions this j.)eculiaritv as a refutatory argument against the adoption of a nearer relationship

to the thecaphore hydroids; in the passage last quoted he apparently bases his opinion essentialh' on All-

man (1872). A closer inquiry, on new material, gave no hold to the statement of A 11 man and Kiih n that

the tentacles should appear successively. In the numerous colonies examined of Eiidcudrinin ramcuDi

(Pallas) and Eudcndrm)ii IVrigliti Hartlaub it could be ascertained that all the tentacles appear

simultaneoush'. This suggests that the observations of All man may rather dej^end on accidental cir-

cumstances, and that no special importance must be attached to them as reminiscences of manyrowed

tentacle-whorls of the ancestors or as proofs of a nearer or remoter relationship to the Boitgainvil-

liidac or to the thecaphore hydroids.

Eudendrium rameum (Pallas) Thompson.

1766 Tiihiilaria raiiica^ Pallas, b'lenchus zoophytorum, p. 83.

1844 Eludrndriuin rantciiin, Thompson, Report on the Fauna of Ireland, jx 283.

1887 — ramostini^ Bergli, Karahavets goplepolyper, p. 332.

The IngoIf'Expcdilion. V. 6.
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1908 Eudendrium caricnin, Jaderholm, Die Hydroiden des Sibirischen Eismeeres, p. 5, Taf. I, Fig. 4,

Taf. II, Fig. I.

igii — rigidum? + Eiidciidriniii raiiiosuvi, Ssenuuidsson, Bidrag til Kundskaben om de is-

landske Hydroider, p. 74—75.

The strongly and irregnlarly branclied colonies have a fascicled main stem, and attain a height

of 200 mm. The small branches are annnlated immediately above their rise from the mother branch,

bnt are elsewhere smooth. The polyps have abont 20 tentacles. There is no particnlarly developed

ring of stinging cells ronnd the tentacles or the polyp body. The colonies have no particnlar sting-

ing organs.

The gonophores are styloid. The male gonophores have 2—4 chambers and are seated ronnd

the base of fnlly developed polyps. The female gonophores are jDear-shaped, and are borne on the

bodies or the hydrocanli of polyps that may either be fnlly developed, or somewhat smaller than the

sterile polyps, or entirely reduced. The spadix is uubranched.

Material

:

"Ingolf" St. 21. 58°oi' N. lat. 44=45' long W. Depth 1330 fath. 2°4 C.

- - 31. 66''35' - - 55°54' - - - 88 - i°6 -

- - 44. 6i°42' - - 9°36' - - - 545 - 4°8 -

Greenland : Davis Strait Depth 80—100 fath.

Henry Land, East Greenland — 20 —
Cape Tobin — 57 —

Iceland: 6 miles west of Iceland — 22 —
Stykkisholm — 20—30 —
Faxebngt, 16 miles N.E. of Akranes i^^Eiidciidriiun raiiiosuiir) — 26—30

—

Vestman Islands {^'Eudendrium rigidum ?") — 30 —
The Faroe Islands: Stokken 2 engl. miles S 22 E — 55 —

"Thor" 6i°i5' N. lat. 9^35' W. long. — 872 m.

"Diana" 6i°4o' - - 7^40' - — — ^35 fath.

Store Fiskebanke (Large fishing-bank) 57=7' - - 2°4o' E. — — 37 —
The Kara Sea, "Djimphna".

This common northern species has, no doubt, frequently been confused with the southern spe-

cies Etidetidrium ramosuDi (Lin.), which, in fact, is rather rare in our northern seas. Assuredly enough,

nearly all the statements of the occurrence of the last-mentioned species in Arctic waters, are to be

regarded as referring to specimens of Ejidendriui/i rai/inii/i, the appearance of which varies greatly

indeed. It has already been pointed out by Kranip (1911) that the species Eudendrium caricuiu from

the Russian polar expedition, described by Jaderholm (1908), is, in fact, founded on specimens of

Eudendrium rameum. Surely enough, it is the same species which is recorded by Bergh (1887) now

as Eudendrium rameum and Eudendrium raii/osum^ now as Eudendrium sp.

The species has a circumpolar distribution , and appears, from the statements of literature, to be a
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zoom. 6oofn. ...looom. 2000m.

Text-fig. S. The habitat of Eudendrium ranieum in the Northern Atlantic.

perfect co.smoi3olite. It occurs frequently everywhere in the middle and deeper parts of the literal region

of tlie northern seas (Text-fig. S), and may, exceptionally, as in the "Ingolf st. 21, also penetrate far

down into the abvssal region.

Eudendrium ramosum fUnnc) Ehrenberg.

1758 Ttihularia raiiiosa., Linne, Systema naturae, ed. X, p. 804.

1834 Euiinidn'iiiii raiiiosiii/i^ Ehrenberg, Beitriige zur physiologischen Kenntnisse der Corallenthiere,

p. 296.

nee 1887 — — , Bergh, Karahavets Goplepolyper, p. 332.

nee 191

1

— — , Saemundsson, Bidrag til Kund.skaben om de islandske Hydroider, p. 74.

The strongly branched colonies show an almost quite regular, alternating arrangement of

the small branches. The main stem is fascicled. The small brandies are annulated above their rise

from the mother branch, but are elsewhere quite smooth. The polyps have about 20 tentacles. The

stinging cells are not accumulated in any particular main ring round the tentacles or the polyp body.

The colony has no particular stinging organs.

The gonopliores are styloid. The male gonophores have 2—3 chambers and are seated round

entirely atrophied polyps with short hydrocauli. The female gonophores are pear-shaped and borne

on the bodies or on the stems of polyps which are either fully developed or somewhat reduced as

compared to the sterile polyps. The spadi.x is inibranched.

Material

:

Southeastern Iceland: (Horring) 1898. — Depth 52—49 fath.

8»
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The species Eudeiidriuni raiiios^Dii (Pallas), Endciidrimn raiiieuiii (Pallas), and Eiidnidrinii/ race-

iiiosniii (Cavolini) are very nearly related to each other, and sterile colonies of the three species are often

hardly distinguished with certainty. While in Eiidoidriuiii nuiicniii the male gonophores are borne on

polyps fully developed, they are seated, in Eitdciidriuiii raiiiosiiin and Eiidfiidriiiiii raccuiosiiiii round polyps

wholly reduced. This conformity of the two last-mentioned species, the homogeneous structure of their

colonies, and several other features common to them, which struck me during my inquiry into the Adriatic

hydroids (1912), really led me to consider, though with some doubt, Eudciidriiiin rucciiiositiii as a synonyme

of Eudciidriniii nunosiuii. This supposition, however, is hardly right. By the liberality of Dr. C. Lehnho-

fer at Innsbruck I have afterwards had the opportunity of examining more closely unquestionable colo-

nies of Eudeiidrium racemosum from Triest, and of recognizing in these the characteristic criteria distin-

guishing this species from Etidendrhim rainosiii/i. Occasionally are found developed in the polyj? of F^ii-

dendrmm racoiiosiiin peculiar organs which are not traceable in other species of the genus, and which, like

analogous organs in other hydroids, have to be designated as "nematophores" (cp. Weismann 1S82).

Elsewhere the presence or the absence of these formations is looked upon as a generic character among

the hydroids. But this view is here hardly justifiable, as in Eitdriidn'in/i niconosiiin the nematophores occur

quite irregularly and are rather rare; in some colonies they are even entirely wanting, and such colonies,

when sterile, or when only male individuals occur, cannot be distinguished with certainty from Eudciidriiiiii

ramosum. — The other distinguishing mark between the two species is the spadix of the female gono-

phores. While, according to the descriptions in hand, the spadi.x of Eiidcndriiuii rauiositin is unbranched,

that of Eudoidruun racciiiosuui is, on the contrary, bifurcate or divided into three branches, embracing

the ovum like a claw (s. Broch 1914 Stylasteridae p. 24, Text-fig. I) I regret that I have not succeeded

in getting hold of fertile female colonies of Eiidciidriuiii raii/osmn^ so as to be unable to give a draw-

ing, from new material, of the female gonophore of this species.

From the statements above it is clear that Eiideiidriuiii raiiiosiiiii has most probably been

several times confused with Eudciidriitvi raceiiiosiiii/. On the other hand, as I have earlier pointed

out, a confusion with Eudciidriiiiii raiiicitvi^ particularly from the northern seas has also often taken

place, and the geographical data presently in hand as to Eudoidriuiii raii/osniii are, therefore, of most

questionable value. A closer inquiry into the colonies from Faxebugt (Iceland) recorded by S rem unds-

son (1911) as Eitdciidriiiiu raiuosuiii, shows that we here really face typical Eiidrndriitiu nuiiniiu.

However, the single specimen of the species which is in hand, shows us that in warmer layers of

the Atlantic it may occur as far to the north as Iceland. Tlie occurrence of the species in the northern

Atlantic regions, however, has yet to be more closely accounted for.

Eudendrium Wright! Hartlaub.

1859 Eudrndriinn arhiiscula^ Wright, Observations on British Zoophytes, p. 113, pi. 9, fig. 5—6.

1905 — Wrigliti^ Hartlaub, Die Hydroiden der magalhaensischen Region, p. 547.

The strongly and irregularly branched colonies have a fascicled main stem, and attain a height

of 60 mm. The small branches are annulated above their rise from the mother branch, but are else-

where smooth. The polyps have a large number of tentacles. The tentacles have no particularly
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distinct main ring of nematocysts. On the other liand, there is ronnd the polyp body, at its base, a

distinctive girdle of large stinging cells. Otherwise, the colony has no particnlar stinging organs.

The gonophores are styloid. The male gonophores have two chambers with a well marked

accnmulation of stinging cells distally, and are densely clustered on .short stems perpendicularly

placed on the trunk. Female gonophores are unknown.

Material:

The Faroe Lslands: Trangisvaag, on roots of LaiiiiiKina.

The species was first described by Wright (1S59) by the name of Endoidriitm arhusada from

the Firth of Forth. However, another EiidciidriiDii had been ])reviously described by d'Orbiguy

Text-fig. T. The occurence of Endcndrnim W'righti • and Endendrium annulatiim t^ in tbe Northern Atlantic.

(The vothed coastal partie.s denote a scattered occurence of Eitdentium Wrightt according to the litteratnre).

(1839) bv the name of Tuhiilaria arbuscula from Patagonia, and e\'cn though it will be questionable

whether the species of d'Orbiguy can be reidentificd, we arc no doubt right to follow Hartlaub

^1905) and abandon the name of arbiisciila for the northern species. Here we, therefore, adopt the

denomination of Hartlaub, Eitdoidriion Wrighti.

Ei/dri/dn'uiJt Wrighti \^ an absoluteh- littoral species, the occurence of which seems to be restricted

to the zone of the I^aminaria. It occurs quite freiiuently from I'ohuskin as far as towards the Trond-

hjemfjord, and it is jjcculiar, therefore, that its female gonophores have not yet been pointed out. The

species is quite common at the Ikitish I.sles (s. the Text-fig. T), and it has also been recorded from the

Mediterranean. Etidn/dri/iii/ Wrigliti is, therefore, likely to be characterized as an Atlantic species of

southern character, which is able to penetrate into the northern seas as far as the Trondhjem fjord.

The Faroe Islands have now to be added to the localities where the species has been found.
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Eudendrium annulatum Normann.

1864 Eudendrium (Viiiulafitm, Norman, On undescribed British Hydrozoa, Actinozoa, and Polyzoa, p.

83, Pl- 9> fig- 1—3-

The stronglv and irregularly branched colonies have a fascicled main stem, and attain a height

of 100 mm. All the smaller branches are densely annulated everywhere. The polyps have 16—20

tentacles. There are no particular accumulations of stinging cells on the tentacles or on the polyp

body, and the colony has no particular stinging organs.

The gonophores are styloid. The male gonophores have one chamber with an accumulation of

stinging cells distally, and are densely grouped on short stalks perpendicularly placed on the stem.

The female gonophores have an unbranched spadix and form grape-like clusters round poh'ps entirely

atrophied.

Material:

Greenland: Sukkertoppen (without particular data).

Iceland: Vestman Island, on the stems of Tuhularia indivisa.

Eudendrium annulatuin seems to occur rather sparsely, but apparently on the wliole prefers

the littoral parts of the boreal seas. However, among the localities of the species are also recorded

the Cape Verde Islands (Ouelch 1885), and with some doubt Cape Town (Ritchie 1907). On the

west coasts of Scandinavia the species has been met with here and there from Bohuslan as far as

Vadso, and it even occurs in the Murman Sea. It has been found near Jan Mayen and the Shetlauds,

and specimens occur from the south of Iceland and from West Greenland.

Eudendrium capillare Alder.

1856 Endendriiivi capillare. Alder, A notice of some new Genera and Species of British Hydroid Zoo-

phytes, p. 355, pi. 12, fig. 9-12.

The strongly and irregularly branched colonies have a simple unfascicled main stem, and

attain a height of 30 mm. The branches show a few rings immediately above their rise. But else-

where they are smooth. The polyps have 20—30 tentacles. There are no particular accumulations of

stinging cells on the tentacles or on the polyps. The colonies have no particular stinging organs.

The gonophores are styloid. The male gonophores have two chambers with an accumulation

of stinging cells distally, and are placed in a whorl round entirely atrophied polyps or, more rarely,

round strongly reduced polyps, the stems of which rise from the hydrocaulus or the hydrorhiza. The

female gonophores occur in the same manner; the)' are pear-shaped with unbranched spadix.

Material:

Greenland: Store Hellefiskebanke . . . Depth 28 fath.

Iceland: Stykkisholm . . . Depth 30 fath.

The Faroe Islands: between Nolso and Ostnces . . . Depth 100 fath.

The specimens from the "Store Hellefiskebanke" offer a great interest, the male gonophores
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Text-fig. U. The distribution of Eudtitdnum cnpillnic in the Northern Atlantic.

(Tile hatched coastal region indicates a scattered occurence according to the litterature).

being borne by diminutive i:)ol\'p.s. It accordingly appears that tlie fertile polyps of the species are

not always wholly atrophied, as has hitherto been generally supjjosed.

The distribution of Eudoidriiiiii capillarc is extremely wide, almost quite cosmopolitan. It very

frequentl)- occurs in the northern seas (Text-fig. U); however, already in the Norwegian Sea and

along the west coast of Norway its occurence becomes less frequent, and it does not penetrate very

far into the Arctic regions. The species belongs to the middle parts of the littoral region.
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Plate I.

Fig. I. Nematocyst from the tentacle of Alouocorync gigaiitca. Delafields haematoxyline — Iron

ammoninm sulfate. ^T^°j-i.

— 2. Nematocyst from the tentacle of Corync Lovciii. Boehmers haematoxyline — Iron ammonium

sulfate. '75o/j.

— 3. Nematocysts from the tentacle of MyriotJiela phrygia, a: of the general, ovoid type, b: of

the rarer, narrow tN'pe. Delafields haematoxyline — Iron ammonium sulfate, '/so/j.

— 4. Nematocyst from the tentacle of Tiibiilan'a iiidivisa. Delafields haematoxyline — van Giesson.

— 5. Nematocyst from the tentacle of Clava iinilticor)iis. Delafields haematoxyline — Iron ammo-

nium sulfate. '75<-yj.

— 6. Nematocyst from the tentacle of Boiigabivillia ramosa. Delafields haematoxyline — Iron

ammonium sulfate. '75°/i.

— 7. Nematocysts from Eitdciidn'niii Wrigliti^ a: small t>-pe from the tentacles, b: larger type

from the belt of stinging cells at the base of the polyp bod)-. Delafields haematoxyline — Iron

ammonium sulfate, '^^^°^l.

— 8. Alyriothcla phrygia ; mutilated specimen from the "Ingolf" st. 125. '^j^.

— 9. Hydractinia cchinata ; spines from the Greenland specimen. *°/i.

— 10. — — specimen from Greenland with extraordinarily large spines. ^Z,.

— II. Hydractinia carica ; spines from the type specimen. '^°/i.

— 12. Hydractiriia Sarsii; sjDines from a specimen from Godthaab harbour, wrongly labelled

''Podocoryne carnea". ^°/i.
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Plate II.

Fig. 13. Corync Lovciii ; specimen from Bjarkoy, Northern Norway, ^"/i.

— 14. Coryiiiorplia grociilaudica ; one of Allman s type specimens of Moiwcanhis grociilandica show-

ing the yonng blastostyles as mere sacs without any trace of the single gonophores. 3°/i.

— 15. Corymorpha groculaudica from the Davis street, wrongly labelled "Aiitalf/ia-a islatidica".

Nat. size.

— 16. Tiibularia fulchcr. Gonophore of one of the type specimens of ^^Aiilisciis pulcher". ^j^.

— 17. Alerona corrnicopia: on Cardiuni sp. from the Faroe-islands. Jo/j.
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