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NUMBER XLIL

In religion

What damried Error, but fome fober brow
Will blefs it, and approve it «with a text,
Hiding its groffncfs avith fair ornament !

SHAKESPEAR,
Ts the VISITOR,

SIR, 3

S you appear to be 2 gentleman of huma-
A. nity, as well as to have a regard for the
honour of religion ; I have not the leaft doubt,
but you will give a place to my melancholy tale,
in your excellent paper; which, I hope, may
prove of great fervice to mankind. At leaft it
will tend to difplay the pernicious tendency of
fome religious principles, which are daily pro-’
pagated with the utmoft zeal and affiduity; pro-
pagated amongft the lower clafs of the people,
where they are certainly moft dangerous and de-
ftructive ; and where the more they prevail, the
more muft licentioufnefs prevail ; and every fo-
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2 THE VISITOR. Ney;3
cial and moral duty be negle@ed. Sir, I fpeak,
by woeful experience. I fpeak with an aching
heart, a weeping eye, and a trembling hand.
And I fpeak truth, which is not to be contro-
verted, and which I am ready at any time to
atteft in the moft folemn manner. Not long
fince, ftrong in health, and found in mind, I
was able to fulfil the bulinefs of my ftation, and
. to get my bread with chearfulnefs and peace : I
bad a wife, very dear to me; beloved children
around me ; a comfortable houfe to receive me,
and content to foften my pillow. But now,
alas | afflited even beyond the afli¢tion of Fob.
—1I am deprived of each, of all thefe ! My body
is diftraéted with an intolerable nervous dif-
order; and I have no reft night or day: my
mind is in torments infinitely more dreadful
than thofe I endure in body, though they are
intenfe, and withou: intermiffion ; I am no
- longer able to get my bread, but languifh in
poverty and diftrefs : I have no wife to comfort
me, ; fhe has abandoned me in my fore calamity;
and'with her my children are gone: I have no
where to hide my head ; my goods have been
feized by the cruelty of her, who ought to have
been my comforter ; and as I am not a native
of this kingdom, (where the poor may remain
unnoticed, in the moft exquifite fufferings for
ever,)—1 have neither friend nor counfellor ;
nor any to alleviate ; though I have many to ag-
gravate

.
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gravate my dreadful fufferings. Sufferings of
which religisn— no, let me not wrong the name
—of which enthufiafm, antz'namiam_'[m, have been
the fatal caufe.

It is fcarce to be conceived, and many per-
haps who read this, will not believe, that rati-
onal creatures fthould by any means be brought
to fancy themfelves in the higheft degree of the
divine. favour, while they are neglefting,” nay,
trampling upon, the moft facred of God’s laws ;
that any fhould apprehend, they are peculiarly
interefted in the blefled Redeemer’s blood, while
they live in that fiz, and contemn that helinefs ;
the former of which his blood was fhed to ex-
piate, the latter of which it was given to pro-
mote. But forry am I to fay, there are num-
bers; forry I am to fay, I have myfelf con-
verfed with numbers,—but moft forry am I to
fay, that their minifters of Satan, have made my
wife one of that number, and taught her to de-
fpife the duties of the wife, of the mother, of
the friend, of the woman, for the fuperlative
happinefs, ds they efteem it, of a fpiritual union
with that dear Jefus, upon whom fhe now ralls
herfelf, and in whom the now wraps berfelf, as
in a garment. Pardon me, good Sir, for ufing
thefe exprefiions ; I almoft fhudder while I ufe
them; but blafphemy of them will be excufed me,
when I declare, that they are fuch as are moft
familiar in the mouths of this deluded people.

B2 One



4 THE VISITOR., Ne°g43.

One of thefe. enthufiafts, with her religious
prating, firft enveigled my wife, to attend her
to the tabernacle, and the quickly caught the
fatal and contagious fire. A change in my fa-
mily affairs was foon difcernible. When I ufed
to return from my office to dinner, weary with
writing,and expecting a little comfortable refrefh-
ment at home, difappointment generally chagrin’d
me ; my wife was abroad ; my:two poor little
infants were dirty, ragged, negleéted ; no pre-
parations were making for dinner; and I had
nothing to feed upon, but difcontent and unea-
finefs. If I remonflrated, as my poor wife was
rather of a warm temper, the confequences were
always unpleafing : fhe would tell me, ¢ that
the care of the foul was the one thing needful :
that this was more precious than all things be-
fide ; that fhe muft and would go, where fhe
could hear 2bout her fweet Saviour ; and that
the wifhed, I was as mindful of this grand con-
cern as the.” I would tell her in return, ¢¢ that
I bad no lefs a regard for my foul than herfelf,
and was as well convinced of its fuperlative
value : that I had an efteem and love for the
ever adorable Redeemer, equal to any thing fhe
could pretend to; and that the was well con-
vinced I had ever lived, as one that looked for a
better world. That I conceived an attendance
upon ‘our parifh church, where we had excel-
lent minifters, twice every Sunday, was fuffi-
SR cient,
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cient, efpecially as we took care to have family
devotion in our houfe twice a day, and" fre-
quently read approved books of piety. I hinted,
that hearing feven or eight fermons every day
(which was very commonly her cafe) could not,
in my judgment,- produce any good effet: it
was overcharging the head. And I ufed to con-
clude, with telling her, that St. Paul, againft
whofe advice the could have no objeétion, en-
joins it upon wives and mothers, to do the duties
of thofe relations.”

But alas, Sir, all my remonftrances were
vain : For my wife had imbibed principles,
which utterly fuperfeded all thefe confiderations.
She had deferted her firft friends, at the Taber-
nacle, &c. as too legal for her—though, God
knows, they had fet her loofe enough to duty !
—And was now admitted, as a member, in a
congregation of Antinemians, the head of which
i3 as fubtle and fophiiticated as his doétrine is
diabolical and peftiferous. Their grand prin-
ciple is, that Chrift, being the reprefentative of
mankind, or rather the aggregate of all man-
kind in his own perfon, took upon him-all the
fins, and fuffered for them, as well as per-
formed all the obedience, neceffary for all men.
Infomuch that every man as much obeyed in
him, as if he had himfelf perfonally done what
Chrift did. So that now no man has any thing
more to do than to believe, that Chrift, as his

B3 repre-



6 THE VISITOR. Neys.
reprefentative, lived, obeyed and died; and, in
‘confequence of that, he is entitled to all he hath
done. ¢« What fhould we pray for,” fay they?
Chrift prays for us, and he is always heard ?
What thould we obey for? Chrift obeyed, and
his obedience is complete. 'We are in him, our
fins arc his, done away by him ; they are no
“fins in us: our life is hid with him in heaven.
Here below we are incumbered with fleth, it is
true 3 but that fleth is nothing to us. We be-
lieve, and are entered into reft.”

T'hefe, Sir, are the precious tenets my wife
imbibed ; and to teach me thefe, the brought
to my houfe, and dragged me to the meetings
of, R—y and C—th: And thefe worthies ap-
plied all their jefuiftical arts to convert me. I
remember one day, when I told R—y, ¢ Sir,
Chrift as plainly delivers precepts, and enjoins
duties, in his divine word, as the fun fhines in
the heavens.” ¢ Yes, replied he, with a fmile
of contempt, he does fo; but do you confider
to whom he delivers them, not to you or to me,
but to HimseLF ! To his own glorious felf !
He preached to himfelf, as our reprefentative,
and as only capable to fulfil thofe precepts for
us, which we could never fulfil. This is a
point univerfally miftaken.” ¢ In truth, faid
I, well it might, and it had been good for man-
kind, if they had never been fet right in it by
fuch gentlemen as you.” ' Sir, 1 could fill twen-

ty
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ty news-papers, with their horrid do&rines and
vile perverfions of feripture. But I haften toa
conclufion, as a proof of the malignant ten-
dency of their principles. :
My diforder, the confequence, in fome mea-
fure, of a fedentary life, encrcafed  upon me,
which my domeftic vexations, without contro-
verfyy augmented. My wife faw ame lying in
the -greateft torments, unpitied ; and when I
wanted comfort, would only preach and tell
me, that it was thé punithment of my fins, and
efpecially of my hardnels of heart ; that I de-
ferved it, and: much more ;* and that I fhould
die in my iniquities, unconvinced, and more
1callous than the nether mill-ftone.: At.length,
by the advice of aphyfician, I-went to a village -
near town, where I gained a little firength 5 but
guefs at my horror and furprize, to find, at my
return, tmy doors locked, my goods feized, and
fold ; my wife removed, and gone I knew not
whither, and my helplefs children expofed to
diftrefs ! Few minds could fupport this. I have
been ever fince in a ftate of moft unutterable
anguifh, both of body and mind : my corporal _
fufferings have afteGted my foul, and the ftrange
seligious difputes 1 have heard, have fo difturb-
ed my reafon, that I am on the brink of the
blackeft defpair. I have no comfort to alleviate.
my exceeding uneafinefs 5 and though I have
B 4 earneftly



8 THE VISITOR. Neys.
carneftly requefted my wife to return and affuage
my bitter woe in this fad hour, fhe heareth not,
nor regardeth ! 1 am ready to forgive all the
paft —but, alas! though the injured are for-
“ward to pardon, thofe who injure are always
backward. It matters little what becomes of
fuch 2 wretched worm as I am ; but if you
think my fad cafe may be ferviceable to others,
I thall rejoice in feeing it made public. —You
fee the fruits of Antinomian principles ; and
furely it deferves ferious confideration, whether
the propagators of fuch tenets, fo palpably de-
ftru&ive of the interefts of focicty, ought to be
fuffered — fuffered in the Aalls of this city — or
what is worfe in the churches; for I am forry
to fay, there are churches, where thefe doctrines
have been heard by

Your afflited humble fervant,

N U M-
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NUMBER XLIV,

High gaming is an imnierality, a ferdid wice, the child
of avarice, and a dired breach of that comimand-
menty awhich forbids us vo covet avhar is our neigh-
Eouir’'s., RicnarDsoN.

To the VISITOR.,

SIR, S
I you think the following Remarks on Ga-
ming -in any refpe&t worthy the attention
of the public, I may expe& you will give them
a place in your paper.
ift. Mr, Sale (who by the way is extrcmely
favourable to Mahomed and his tenets) in hlS
large preliminary difcourfe prefixed to his tran-
ﬂatxon of' the Koran, obferves, p. 124. that
¢ gaming is there prohibited for the fame rea-
¢ fons, and in the fame paffages of the Koran,
< as wine.” 'The reafons why wine is, pro-
hibited, are becaufe ¢ the ill qualities of that
% llquor furpafs its good ones ; the common ef~
¢ fe&ts thereof bring quarrels and difturbances
$in company ; negle&t of, or at leaft, index
cencies in the performance of rchgxous wor!.
_fhip.” Some good qualities of wine might
perhaps without much difficulty be enumeratcd
but it may be hard to fay, where any good
qualities of gaming, propesly fo ' called, are'td
: B s be



10 . THE VISITOR. N4
be found. And if Mahomedans forbid it be-
caufe it promotes quarrels and difturbances ;
how much ftronger obligation lies upon chrif-
tians to forbid it, to abftain wholly from it,
whofe religion is a religion of love, not of
the fword, and whofe mafter hath faid, that,
¢ Whoever is angry with his brother, and calls
¢ him opprobrious names Raca, fool, &c. is
¢ in danger of etermal death,”  St. Matt. v. 22,
And T would be glad to know where that gam-
ing-table, and" thofe gamefters are found, who
do not continually tranfgrefs thefe Precepts.

It is an abfurdity to fuppofe that a gamefter
fhould love God; and therefore why go to church?

It is ftill more abfurd to fuppofe that a game-
frer fhould love his neighbout as himfelf; for
every man that plays defires to win, and fo to
diftrefs his neighbour. Now on thefe two pre-
cepts depends all religion ; therefore a game-
fter can have no religion ; and of confequence
no moral obligation ; and can be hindcred by
nothing but penal laws; and often not by them,
from committing the moft flagrant enormities.

By the pradiice of gaming thereforc we open
a door for every iniquity, like fo many wild
beafls to run out upon us and devour us. For
whers gaming reigns, the love of God, and of
man ceafe, and religion ceafes.

2d. But when we confider the fort of gaming

which Mahomed forbad, for the reafons above -
given,



Negyyg. THE VISITOR. it
given, we fhall fec how much more cogent they
are againft the fort of gaming ufed amongft us.

The game moft in ufe, and moft pleafing to.

the Arabs was fomething of this kind, ¢ A

(4

<

-
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voung camel being bought and killed, and
divided into ten or twenty. eight parts, thc
perfons, who caft lots for them, to the num-
ber of feven, met for that purpofe, and eleven
arrows were provided without heads or fea- -
thers ; feven of which were mark’d, the firft
with one notch, the fecond with two, and
fo on 3 and the other four had no mark at all :
Thefe arrows were put promifcuouily into -a,
bag, and then drawn by an. indifferent per-.
fon, 'who had another near him to receive:
them, and to fee that he atted fairly : Thofe:
to whom the mark’d arrows fell, won. fhares,
in proportion_ to their lot, and thofe to. whorm,
the blanks fell, were entitled to no part of the:
camel at all, but were obliged. to. pay the full:
price of it. The winners. however tafted:
not of the flefh any more than: the lofers ;,
but the whole was diftributed among the poor,,
and this they did ont of pride and oftenta~
tion, it being reckoned a fhame for a man,
to ftand out, and not venture his money on
{fuch an occafion, (as by the.way it is now,
eftecmed amongft our polite and fathionable.
geatry, who. cannot be fo mean as to ftand:
out and not play). This cuftom however,
< the?
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¢ tho’ it was of fome ufe to the poor, and -di-
¢ verfion to the rich, was forbidden by Maho-
¢ med, as the fource of greater inconvenien-
¢ cies, by occafioning quarrels and heart-burn-
¢ ings, which arofe from the winner’s infulting
¢ thofe who loft.” So Mr. Sale.

Mahomed’s words in the Koran (c. 5. p. 94.
of Sale’s tranflation) are thefe, ¢ O true be-
¢ lievers, furely wine, and lots, and images,
¢ and diviuing arrows are an abomination of the
¢ works of Satan: Therefore avoid them, that
¢ ye may profper: Satan fecketh to fow diffen-
tion and hatred among you by means of wine
and lots, and to divert you from remembering
¢ God, and from prayer: Will ye not therefore
¢ abftain P’ .

Oh, fhame to chriftians ! fhall.a wicked,
loofe, and impious impoftor forbid his follow-
ers that which brought fome good to the poor,
and diverted the rich, merely becaufe it pro-
duced hatred and difiention? and fhall chrif-
tians indulge themfelves in that which brings
ruin to themielves and families ; injures their
fervants, their tradefmen, their dependants, and
robs the poor of their due? At the fame time
that it ruins the mind, kindles all the irafcible
and odious paflions, and renders man unfit for
foctal, far more unfit for religious duties !

It is commnonly urged by thofe who are fond

of games of chance, as cards, dice, &c. and
who

Yy
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who play only for amufement, as they call it,
that this is an innocent practice fo long as they
hazard no great fum, -nor play for any thing
that can affe@ their circumftances. But, not
to.infift. on the argument which hath been fo
forcibly and frequently urged, concerning the
impropriety of chriftians engaging in games of
chance, who hold the do&rine of a particular
providence, which certainly can never interfere,
and therefore the evil fpirit muft, in fuch en-
tertainments ; for chance, and luck, and the
like, are names only, Not, I fay, to infift up-
on this, Mahomed’s reafons for prohibiting the
game of arrows, may, with fufficient force,
be urged in reply to thefe: few fit down to
play, for how fmall a fum foever, without the
defire to win; this is the very thing which
conflitutes the diverfion : without it the whole
becomes a - matter of fuch infipid indifference,
that it lofes its name, and is no diverfion at
all. Now this defire naturally produces an-
xiety. Anxiety is always attended with pain :
The defire gratified fills the mind with infult-
ing pleafure; the defire difappointed fills it
with chagrin, morofenefs, peevithnefs, dif-
content and wrath. And what but quarrels
and diflenfions can arife from fuch jarring ele-
ments : what but thunder and lightning from
fuch black, fulphureous clouds? This we find
to be the cafe in fact: no unconcerned ob-

' 5 ferver
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ferver need long ftand, and tent them to the quick,
in Shakefpear’s phrafe, and want conviétion of
it; lethim attend only thofe tables, where the
moft innocent gaming (as it is called) is' prac-
tifed : There the bickerings and tempers of
the perfons engaged will too fully prove the
truth of Mahomed’s, declaration, that ¢ lots
¢ and gaming are the great means which the
¢ devil ufes to fow diffenfion amongft men :.
¢ Therefore abftain from them.’

‘But if this be' the cafe, where intereft doth
not deeply engage the mind, nor the ftrong paf-
fion for gain take up the whole foul, defire
and thoughts ; how much mere is it fo when
gamefters with thefe ‘intentions, eagerly fhufile
the cards, and fhake the money-loaden dice !
The cards on which perhaps the half of a
man’s pofleflions depends ; the dice, whofe
fortunate or unfortunate caft may perhaps make
the noble a beggar, and fend him fneaking to
foot it filent home to his fuperb manfion, while
the lucky gamefter drives his dice-gain’d gilt
chariot to his petty lodging and exulting
firumpet ! Have you not noted the tempeftuous.
paflions and ftormy fury which tofs fuch fouls.
amidft their gaming ? Have you not heard the
dire. oaths and horrid blafphemies which. pour
forth red hot from their lips, oaths of diabolic
joy when fuccefs attends them: blafphemies of’
curfed indignation, when their devil (as they are

pleafed
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pleafed to exprefs themfelves) forfakes them, and
for which the great God of holinefs muft be in-
fulted, reviled, and abufed.

Should a lofer of this fort. happen to be 2 man
entrufted with power; what horrid confequences
threaten hisking and country? Every bufinefs—,
but I forbear enlarging on-this nice point.

Should he be a man of fortune ; juftice, ha-
nour, generofity, and benevolence, ‘are foon
fupplanted by meannefs, rapine,” falthood, and
Catiline’s  covetcoulnefs, alieni appetens, fui
profufus. Duns, ruined tradefmen, ftarv’d fer-
vants, lofs of reputation, contempt, and an
arrant gamefler conclude the fcene. Should
this dreadful difeafe feize on a tradefman, a-
dulteration of commodities, exorbitant prices,
falfe bills, artificial credit, bankruptcy, tota
lofs of peace of mind, feparation from his
famlly and friends, and laftly a profeﬂ'ed gam-
bler is the confequence.

When artificers, journeymen, apprentices, '
{fervants, or labourers fink into this vice (as
their want of education generally difqualifies
them from making much progrefs by fraud)
alts of violence feem to be their only refource.
The wife and children foon- become a prey to
poveity and diftrcfs, and the workhoufe their
afylum ; while the abandoned hufband’ habitu-
ated to extravagance, dcbauched by drunken-

nefs,
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nefs, difufed ‘to.labour, fleeps all day in the
infe&ious arms of fome direful ftreet-walker,
and rambles throughout the ftreets all night,
like a hungry lion feeking whom he can de-
vour ; robs, plunders, and deftroys to furnifh
himfelf and ftrumpet with gin, 'Who can be-
hold thefe fcenes and not tremble at the fight
‘of a pack of cards, or a box and dice?

And fhall T add once more, fhould the game-

fter be a female, who can tell, nay, who can-
not tell the fhameful fruits of fuch a profef-
fion ? Farewell beauty, farewell modefty, fare-
well -honour! Of all the curfes that can be-
fal 2 man, the very worft that malice can
wifh to its greateft cnemy, is a wife addiéted
to gaming.
I could eafily enlarge on thefe topics, but
they are fo felf-evident, that they do not re-
quire it. It would be ealy alfo to fhew, that
perjury, drinking, whoring, murder, follow
in natural order; and are the dire& and dire-
ful fruits of this one- fingle vice of gaming:
A vice big with every evil, and which teems
forth from its fruitful womb every enormity ;
a crew of Hell-hounds, more fierce and. fatal
then thofe defcrib’d by Milton, and which were
begot by the devil upon fin,

v

About whofe middle round

A cry of hell-hounds, never-ceafing, bark’d,
With
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With wide cerberian mouths, full loud, and rung
A hideous peal; yet when they lift, would creep,
If ought difturb’d their noife, into her womb,
And kennel there; yetthereftill bark’dand how!’d,
Within, unfeen. Par. Loft, B.1ii. 653.

A lively emblem of that deteftable, pernicious,
fatal vice of gaming,

3d. How can we wonder then that the Ma-
homedans, yea and many other wife people held
this vice in fuch abhorrence, that they would
not even admit the teftimony of ' thofe who
.were guilty of it, in a court of juftice, of
thofe who play’d at any game.which was {ub-
je& to hazard, or chance, as dice, cards,
tables, &c.

How much rather may we wonder, that this
is not the cafe, in every chriftian country, but
more efpecially in a Proteftant realm, purged
and enlighten’d as ours; where furcly the tef-
timony of a gamefter ought to be deem’d in-
valid much fooner than among the difciples of
a Mahomed !

¢ Gaming,. at leaft to excefs, obferves Mr.,
¢ Sale very well, has been forbidden in all well
¢ ordered ftates. Gaming houfes, were reckon-
¢ ed fcandalous places among the Greeks; and
¢ a gamefter is declared by Ariftotle (in his Ni-
¢ comahics) to be no better than a thief ; at
¢ leaft one may fay, that ganefters are the ma-

¢ terials
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terials of which gamblers, cheats and thicves
are made; The Roman fenate made very
fevere laws againft playing at games of ha-
zard, except only during the Saturnalia : The
civil law forbad all pernicious playing ; and
tho’ the Laity were in fome cafes permitted
to play for money, provided they kept within
reafonable bounds ; yet the Clergy were for-
bidden 'to play ‘at tables (which is a game
of hazard) or ‘even to look on while others
play’d.’ '

I muft here do juftice to'the Church of Eng-
" ‘Iand, 'which  hath abfolutely forbidden all her
Clergy, gaming - of every fort; {o that if there
e ‘fuch 'a thing to 'be found as 2 card-playing,
gaming Clergyman, (which I fhould be glad it
‘were poflible to hope  there is not) the church .
“is not. to'be charged with him ; his offence falls
-on his own head et Bikradd il fuperiors fee
to that.'-The words of the canon are very
remarkable,’ and much deferve our notice..
Canon 75: ¢ No Ecclefiaftical perfon fhall at
¢ any time, other than for their horieft necef-
¢ fities,  refort to any “taverns or alehoufes ; nei-
¢ ther fhall they board or lodge in any fuch
¢ places. * "Furthermore, - they  thall not give
¢ themfelves to any bafe or fervile labour ; or
¢ to drinking or riot; fpending their time idly.
‘¢ by day ‘or by night; playing at cards, dice,
Cor tablcs, or any other unlawful game. But
: [thus
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¢ [thus it is fhewn not only what they thall not
¢ do, but what they fhall do} at all Times con-
¢ venient they fhall hear or read fomewhat of
¢ the holy Scriptures, or fhall occupy them-
¢ felves with fome other honeft ftudy, or ex-
¢ ercife, always doing the things which fhalk
appertain to honefty : and endeavouring to
profit the Church of God. Having alwaysin
mind that they ought to excel all others in
purity of life, and fhould be examples to
the people to live well and chriftianly, under
pain of ecclefiaftical cenfures, to be inflited
with feverity, according to the qualities of

their offence.”
Happy would itbe, ifevery Clergyman would:
ftriétly and. exa&ly conform to ‘the - excellent
rules laid down in this canon, more efpecially
in regard to  gaming ; which it~ is  certainly
their bounden duty to do, whoare expeGed to.
lead the way in every reformation. J
But if any fuch Clergymen are found, as do
really game, or fpend their time idly, at cards,
dice, &c. frequenting aflemblies, and other
meetings’ of that kind, ill befuiting their fat
cred charalters ; how can' they poflibly . from
their pulpits declaim' againft the mifchiefs of 2
vice, which their own example recommends 2
truth it is, every rcformation muft begin at
the houfe of God; and if the Clergy in the
prefent fituation of  things, . will not beftir
R them-

~
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themfelves, we can have but little hopes.
Would to God they would ferioufly confider
this. Would to God they would all ferioufly
confider of how very ill tendency their exam-
ple is, in the above refpeét particularly, and
how much a trifling, idle, ufelefs life (to fay
the leaft) difcredits and, difhonours their holy
function.

Mr. Sale goes on to obferve, ¢ as to the Jews,
¢ Mohamed’s chief guides, they alfo highly
¢ difapproved gaming : Gamefters being feverc-
¢ ly cenfured in the Talmud, and their’ tefti-
¢ mony declared invalid. Alfo Mafcardus thought
¢ common gamefters were not to be admitted as
¢ witnefles, being infamous perfons.’

And, I think, enough hath been faid above
to thew the wifdom of fuch a determination ;
fince it may be laid down as an abfolute cer-
tainty, that the mind of a gamefter is open to
every vice. . And if this brand were once fixed
upon all fuch, of whatever rank or quality,
amongft us, it furely would tend to flop the in-
creafing progrefs of this dangerous evil, which
like a gangrene will fpeedily, unlefs prevented,
over-run and corrupt the whole body politic.—
And would every gamefter confider in how in-
famous a rank he ftands, according to the fen-
tence of all wife nations and men, fo infa-
mous, as not to be efteemed, for his pratice, a
valid evidence in a court of juftice,—the cafe

only
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only-of the moft abandoned, the vileft of the
vile — furely the refleCtion would caufe him to
alter and forfake a vice, which renders him de-
ftru&ive to his family, odious and pernicious to

fociety, and a deadly enemy to himfelf, his beft
felf, both in time and eternity.

PHILANTHROPOS.

NUMBER XLV.

How great

To mingle int'refls, converfe, amities

With all the fons of reafon, featter’d awide,
Thro' habitable ftace, wherever borr,

Howwe'er endow’d

Youre,

PON vifiting my friend, Mr. Stephens,

the other morning, I found him deeply
affli&ted for the lofs of a near and valuable rela-
tion; ¢ Iwas refleting, fays he, my dear friend,
(after the ufual compliments had pafled) upon a
fubjeét highly pleafing, I wifh I could add fatif-
fattorily clear to the afflited minds of men. I
know your high veneration for the revealed reli-
gion, and I have the comfort to fay, that I am
thankful and fenfible of fo fuperlative a blefling
vouchfafed to us by the benevolence of God :
but fo limitted is the human underftanding,

that,
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that, even with this {plendid light in our hands,
we are wretchedly in darknefs, refpeting many
points which our-anxious refearches much wifh
to difcover. Perhaps it is wifeft — for I am
convinced that every ordination of the Supreme
is wifeft and beft,—that the human mind thould
continue in its prefent ftate with this dark veil
before it. But would it not be pleafing, would
it not be confolatory beyond expreflion to be
afcertained of the certainty of our mutual know-
ledge in a future ftate; would it not make death
itfelf lefs dreadful ; would it not render the lofs
of our deareft relatives, our tenderer felves lefs
affliCtive, ‘were we aflured by unerring veracity,
that we fhould not only meet, but know and
partake of each other’s felicities in thofe blifs-
ful abodes, where there fhall be no more death 2
¢¢ There can be no doubt, replied I, but the com-
fort would be as great as the fatisfaltion, from fo
important and defirable an information ; and as
reafon feems ftrongly to plead in behalf of this
delightful truth 5 as revelation feems rather to
countenance than controvert it ; and as the Pa-
gan notions féem to corroborate their evidence,
one would be inclined by all means to efpoufe
the opinion, or, at leaft, not to ufe any argu-
ments which might deprive mankind of fo delec-
table an hope.” < How far, faid my friend, and
in what refpe® do you imagine the notion,
fupported by reafon and revelation ?” ‘We ratio-

4 nally
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nally conclude, replied I, that the future ftate.
of blifs will be confummate ; there will not be
any deficiency in it: but without mutual know-
ledge it will be very defeQive ; and thercfore
we f{uppofe that this addition to its perfetion
will not be wanting. But not to lay more
weight upon this argument than it will bear, I ob-~
ferve that the point feems felf-evident : confeiouf~
nefs conftitutes identity; now, as I, the fame indi-
vidual who live at prefent in this vale of trial, am
hereafter to enjoy, (if by God’s mercy I may
enjoy) the bleflings of futurity ; it follows, that
I muft be confcious of myfelf ; which I cannot
be witheut being confcious of the feveral rela-
tions I bore upon earth ; and therefore it is im=
poflible to fuppofe, but that I muft know fe-
veral perfons and conne&ions who fhall make up
the aflembly of the faints, atleaft fuch of them
as were known to me upon earth. I cannot lofe
my confcioufnefs, for, if I lofe that, I lofe my

tdentity. :
The fcriptures too conftantly reprefent the
future ftate as a ftate of mutual knowledge;
for they tell us, that we fhall converfe with,
that we fhall fit down with, and in confe~
quence fhall know Abrabam, Ifaac, and Fa-
cob, and the reft of the patriarchs and apoftles,
Now, if we fhall know thefe, is it- not more
than probable. that we fhall alfo know thofe with
whom we have been united in the deareft bonds
: of
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of friendfhip and concord upon earth? There
is a very fine remark of David’s, which is uni-
verfally admired, becaufe it is univerfally felt ;
which he made when he loft the fon of his guilt
by Bathfbeba, 1 fball go to him, but he fhall not
return to me. Cold and poor comfort is this, if
the royal mourner meant only that he fhould fol-
low the child to the grave, and there intermingle
his negle&ted afhes with him. It certainly muft
have a fublimer, a nobler import; the fenfe of
mankind is a comment upon it ; every thinking
man that hears or repeats it, receives it as a cor-
dial to his foul, informing him, that friends are
not loft, but feparated a while; and that we
fhall go to them, to fee them, to know them,
to enjoy their friendfhip improved by all the pu-
rity of heaven.

I grant it is a rule.laid down by divines, to
found no do&rines upon parabolic texts; but
methinks they may be properly introduced, and
tend very greatly to confirm opinions which
have ftrong reafons and much probability to
urge.

Dives, in mifery, is reprefented as perfeétly
knowing not Lazarus only, but Abrabam alfo.
And it has been concluded, from the fcene of this
“parable, that it is likely not only that the hap-
pinefs of the blefled will be increafed by their
focial intercourfe with each other ; but alfo,

that
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that the mifery of the condemned will be fear-
fully augmented, from their fight and know-
ledge of thofe happy realms and happy beings,
from each of which they are eternally fecluded.

And is not-this, faid my friend, an invincible
objedtion to the doétrine of mutual knowledge ;
can it be poffible, oh, can it be poffible, that
you or I thould reft in confummate joy ; while
peradventure thofe who were dearer to us than
ourfelves, our moft affetionate parents, our
tenderly beloved wives, our deareft childrep,
our much valued friends are fuffering unref-
pited, unpitied, unrelieved in the declorous
regions of uttermoft woe !” ¢ There is, I
grant you, faid I, a difficult knot to unloofe
in  what you have objefted; but I think
the obje&i‘on may be, in fome meafure, ob-
viated, by remarking, in the firft place,. that
it is an infallible truth, heaven will be a place
of perfe&t and uninterrupted fruition ; all tears
Soall there be wiped away from all eyes for cver
and of neceflity there will not be found any thing
there to damp the full enjoyment of our plea-
fures. In the next place, as all corporeal paf-
ﬁons, fo all the ties and relations which are ne-
ceffary not only to the well-being, but to the
continuance of a mortal fociety will ceafe and be
diflolved. /e fhall be as the angels of God, our
fouls filled with the unutterable love of the fu-
preme, and our higheft affeClions engaged by the

Vou. 1II. € ador-
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adorable perfe&tions of the ever blefled Three.
—And fo completely fatisfied fhall we be in the
fruition of God’s love, that we fhall thankfully
confefs the juftice of all his decifions ; and feel
thofe utterly unworthy our love, who are found
unworthy of his” ¢ You fpoke fomething of the
Pagans, faid Mr. Stephens 5 had they any idea of
this opinion ?” ¢¢ It is certain, replied I, that what-
ever conceptions they had of a future ftate, the
belief of mutual knowledge ever make a part of
it. This is too well known to be denied, read
Cicero’s Treatife de fenetute, and you will find,
that one of the ftrongeft confolations, which the
good old man derives to himfelf, -is from the
hope of fhortly converfing again in the fhades
of Elyfium, with thofe friends, whom he fo much
valued and efteemed upon earth.” < Well, faid
Mr. Stephens, 1 think we may fum up the matter
in Dr. Young’s words,

¢ Be good — and let heaven anfwer for the
reft.”

One ftep farther, my dear friend, faid I, this
opinion fhould certainly carry us. Is there a
probability that we fhall meet and know each
other again in the future world, which certainly
will improve our blifs? Then, let it be our zealous
endeavours to love that religion, and to pradtice

that virtue, which will bring us to God, and
unite
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unite us, infeparably unite us, to thofe happy
and perfeGed fouls; with whom we have been

united in the tendereft bonds of the beft affec-
tion below,

NUMBER XLVL
RQuot homines, tot fententie !

EW men are fatisfied with their deftina~

tion in life ; they difcern inconveniences

and evils in their own ftations and employ-

ments, to which they conceive no other is fub-

je&, and, in the difquietude of their hearts, pre-
fer every attachment to their own.

The foldier worn with toil, with grief opprefty
Laments bis loty and calls the merchant bleft 5
When billows roar, and flormy winds arife,
The foldier's life is befl, theymerchant cries.
Wak'd by bis clienty eer the dawn appears,

A peafant’s life, the barrifter prefers.

Fully to prove how all mankind admire,

Lots differing from their own, would W= tire,

But how much foever this may be the cafe,
with the occupations to which men are neceffa-
1ily and often involuntarily bound, we find it

Ca2 very

»
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very different with the diyerfions and purfuits
which they follow from choice. A found phi-
lofophncal reafon, mxght pofﬁbly, with much
eafe be afligned for’this; but as we are little
difpofed ourfelves to philofophize, after the en-
tertainment we have received, fo we fancy it
will rathet pleafe the reader to relate our adven-
ture, than to amufe him with the dry difquifi-
tions of fober fpeculation. *
I frequently make it my choice to dinc at a
certain ordinary in this city, as I feldom fail to
meet with charafters, and to find matter for fu-
ture lucubration. At the clofe of the winter, I
took my feat there one day, with about a dozen
companions, feated at the fame table, When
the rage of hunger was tolerably fubdued, we
began to grow acquainted, and I quickly found,
that almoft every individual differed from the
other, as well in inclination as in employment.
Tom Sweepftakes opened very obf’treperouﬂy,
with fome fage remarks on the mifchiefs of the
militia, and the curfed .crofs accident of a late
Lord’s trial ; for by means of thefe, quoth he,
our laft meeting at New-Market was fo plague-
ly thin, -that 3 man might almoft {plit his wind-
pipe with fhouting, before he could make an-
other heur on the heath. He then began to afk
his ncf(t neighbour, what he thought of the
match between Babrabam and the Gorz’olpbm A-
rakian, and oﬂcred with a tremendous oath,

five
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five to fout on the former; which he fwore,
would beat the other all hollow off the turf.
For Babraham, fays he; had Silver Shoulders for
his fire, who was gotten out of the Duke’s fa-
mous mare Fenny Diver, whofe fite was the An-
tafter’s Stirling, whofe dam, &c.

¢ Pox upon your Babrahams and Fewny Di-
vers, on Dukes and Lotds, and New-Markets ;
fome folks had better be fighting than gamibling
away their morey fo foolifhly amongft a parcel
of knaves and jockies,” replied his rext neigh-
bour, Jonas Crop-efam’d; whofe lleek dppéatance
indicated his nedf relatrofifhip to the comrhons
council. :

« For my part, continited he, I have alwayé
thought gaming a molt deftrutive évil, plejus
dacnal to the interefts of a trading city; and ded
firudtive of its upright and antiént polity 5 and
of all gaming, your famé horfe-tacing 1 judgé
to be the imeft Witkéd 4Ad inifehibvous! Can’t
4 man divert himfelf in a mére reafonable man-
ner now, as I do, for example, who love te
walk a mile or two into the country, and amufe
myfelf with an innocent hour’s paftime at a
fkittle-ground ‘or nine-pin alley, where one i§
always fure to theet with fome good company,
and never fail to hear public matters difcufled in
a fober and underftanding way. — That was a
noeble froke, Sir, faid he, turning from Swecp-
ftakes to his left-hand ncighbour j = that knock=

g3 ing
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ing of the head that there Thurot; a peftilent
" fellow, he, I can affure you: Well, nobody
thall perfuade me, but that this fame Elliot muft
be a Pitt’s man, do you fee — Or — you under-

ftand me, Sir?”
¢ What was you faying, .Sir, faid Harry
Guittar,  carelefsly humming a tune, and play-
ing with his fingers upon the table; you
Ipoke to me, I believe, Sir, but in good truth
you miftook your man; I concern myfelf
little about your Pitts or your Elliots, or any of
this fort of people; I have not the honour, and
faith, Sir, 1 don’t court it, of knowing any of
them, and I have been very credibly informed,
that your very famous Mr. Pitt has no kind of
ear for mufic. Indeed, very few of our great
people, as they are called, have the leaft fmack
of the ‘bon gout, the polite relifh in that way.
One cannot deny, that they will pretend to
have tafte ; they will fit, it is true, to hear our
beft performers ; but one may eafily difcover
with what little attention they hear, from the
idle chit-chat whifpering amongft them. Hea-
vens ! the ruftling of the fmalleft leaf is intol-
lerable on thefe occafions. I muft own it is
fome pleafure to find that there arc already fe-
veral hundred fubfcriptions of five gnineas made
to the moft delicate and inimitable Mifs F.
But for the elegant touches of Pints, for_the
fweet, foft, and enrapturing ftrains of Mattei !
O fright-
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O frightful ! _they have no more ears than that
abominable monfter, commonly called, an Afs.”
Pleafed with what he had faid, Harry’s rifible
faculties were ftrongly moved ; and felf-fatisfied,
he hummed with triumph the laft new Italian
air. . While with a decp and plaintive voice,
old Solomon. Tomefwell cried out, lifting up his -
hands and fhaking his peruke, which had long
been unconfcious of a curl, ¢ A hundred with
their guineas to Mifs F. ! Shame on them !
Shame on them ! I am grieved to death with
the depravity of the age, fo many guineas for
mere tickling_of the ear, for one dirty girl that
has no merit to plead, but the fortunate acci-
dent of a tolerably good pipe. When now,
mark me, ‘if 2 man of genius and education
goes to folicit a fubfcription to a work of pro-.
found erudition, which, by the way, would re-
flet more honour than all their titles on the
very nobleft of them to fupport and patronize ;
— One may beat one’s heels in their halls long
enough, God knows, before one can get a fix-
pence from them. You muft know, gentlemen
{and then he pulled a packet of papers out of
his pocket, and mounted a pair of fpe&acles on
the large bridge of his very prominent nofe)
you muft know, I have juft publifhed propofals
for printing, in two volumes folio, the learned
works of the laborious Duns Scotus, a moft pro-
found and elaborate divine, whofe writings are
Cq ; mouldrmg
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mouldring on the dufty fhelves of - neglefted li-
brariés, and whofe fuperlative worth, believe
me, is not known amorgft us, othérwife no
man living would be without thefe volumes:
Now as I propofed to decorate the work with
cuts, and to print it on a fine paper, and new
letter, I offer it at the moderate price of fix
guineas ; three on fubfcribing; and three on re-
ceipt of the book. And would you believe it,
gentlemen, O tempora, O mores! Not one of
our bifhops, nay, fcarce one clergyman, can I
prevail upon to fubferibe! So that I fear, this
moft divine and exquifite work will never
fee the light, to the unfpeakable lofs of thc eru=
dite part of mankind.”

I muft defer the anfwer of my friend Equa"
tion, as well as an aceount of my other coms
panions, to fome futuré paper.

N U M-
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NUMBER XLVIL"

And thou majeftic main,
A fecret aworld of dvonders in thyfelf,
Sound His fupenduous praife, whoje grenter voice
Or bids you'roary or bids your roarings fall. ’
: THOMSON.

HE clegant poet, quoted above, calls the
Ocean, with much propriety, a fecret world

of wonders! No man can contemplate this great
and glorious objeét, unconvinced of the juftnefs
of his expreffion: for furely, while we ftand
upon the fhere, and behold the vaft billows of
the boundlefs main, with impetuous and ever
reftlefs tumult, proudly rolling along ; while we
firetch our wondeéring fight over the immenfe
world of waters ; furvey the c}ialky and rifing
cliffs, which furround the fhore, or the firmand
level fand, which gives limits to this feemingly
uncontrolable element : while we fefie&t upon
the animal as well as vegetable ;productions of
the océan, infinite in number, endlefs in va-
ricty : and when we confider the prodigious ad-
vantages arifing from ‘this commelZor of the uni-
verfe—advantages, in which we of this nation
are peculiarly interefted ; —we cannot * fail to
admire the wifdom of him, who feparated the
Cs waters
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‘waters from the dry land ; and who, fuperlative

in power, ruleth this roaring monfter with all
the facility of command ; faying, Hitberto fhalt
thou came, but no fart/:er, and here fhall thy praud
svaves be flayed. :

And as the ocean, hath lately obtained an ac-
ceffion of honour, and is ‘become, if T may fo
fay, the grand and univerfal phyfician ; and on
that actount is not only vifited more generally,
but more highly efteemed,—for what fo worthy
our efteem, as that which is the means of im-
parting health, the choiceft of human bleflings,
and without which, no other can be a bleffing ?
~—1 do not doubt but it will be agreeable to
many of my readers, to trace with me the won-
ders of the great deep ; which I propofe to do in
this, and fome following papers; the great deep,

‘of which Euripides hath faid long ago, ¢ That it

is the purifier of all buman ills’

Qaracaa wauls marle 7 erlporer vana.

A line which from the prefent pratice, one
weuld imagine almoft prophetic : For what i/
edfe or evil is fuppofed unconquerable by this
univerfal medicinz ? None, we hope, who have
wried it this Summer, have found it inefficacious :
we would indulge a beneficent with, that it may
have been the. fecondary caufe, at leaﬂ:, of kind~

~ %mg up the glow of rofeate beauty .in many a

pale
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pale and lovely cheek ; of reftoring many alan-
quid nerve to its vigour; and of blefling many
a family, by the return of the parent, the friend,
in all the livelineis of health, to the anxiousand
alarmed relatives.

The faltnefs of its waters is the firft thing,
which we may imagine, will ftrike every obfer-
ver of the ocean, ' This is fo .peculiar a circum-
ftance, -that no man can pafs it over unheeded ;
curfory remarkers are- apt, in the hafte of their
thoughts, to conceive, that this particular is an
objeétion to the wifdom of the creator, fince a
fupply of frefh waters fo near at hand would
preferve, they {uppofe, the lives of numbers who
crofs the perilous main, But fo far is this from
the truth, that the pofiibility of failing would
be removed were not the waters falt: It is well
known that no colds or illnefles arife from a to-
tal immerfion in falt water, and a total negle&
of yourfelf in confequence. Hence the honeft
{eaman fo oft dathed and covered with the briny
waves, feels no inconveniencies, and receives
no damage. Befides fo immenfe a body of wa-
ters, the common fewers of nature, would pu-
trify and corrupt, if they werenot ftrongly im-
pregnated with faline particles ; and at the fame
time in that perpetual motion, and reftle(s agita-
tion, which the waters of the fea continually
experience. They never are flill, never at reft;
and thus by their faline quality, they are fecured

Co . from



76 THE VISITOR., Ney.
from any internal principle of corruption s by
their inceffant- perturbation they work thems
felves clear from every adventitious defilement,

€« A direCtory this, and a pattern for me,
fays a writer.—Thus may divine Grace, like
the penctrating power ‘of falt, cure the depra-
vity of my heart, and re&ify the diforders of
my temper ! Seafon my words, and make all
my converfation favoury.—Thus may a conti-
nual courfe of ac?ivity, in every vocation, pre-
vent the pernicious effe&s of indolence; let
me daily exercife, or bé attemptirig to exercife
the graces of Chriftianity. Left faith become
feeble : Left hope contra&t dimnefs; and cha-
rity wax cold.”

When all other waters are frefh, but thefe
of the ocean, all other waters, which owe their
rife #0 the ocean, and are conveyed from its
boundlefs treafury, through the bowels of the
earth ;—No reafonable man ‘can fuppofe, that
thofe of the ocean were, without defign, im-
pregnated with falts: and efpecially, when he
beholds the utility,. the néceffity of this provi-
fion, which various other particulars might.
prove, he will acknowledge, that this alfo hath
God done!

But fee the waters come rolling in upon us!
Wave dafhes over wave, curling its foamy fkirt;
billow rifes over billow, and rolls with regular
and irrefiftible impetuofity to the fhore. The

g ¥ - tide



tide is coming in, and the tide furnifhes us with
a frefh fource of admiration. Every day this
immenfe colletion of waters for the fpace of
five or fix hours, flows towards the land : and,
as it wére unfatisfied with its ftation; no fooner
reaches its deftined height; but it begins again,
almoft inftantly, to retire to its inmoft caverns:
taking up nearly the fame time in its retreat as
it required for its accefs. We refér our readers
to the philofophers, for a folution of this ex-
traordinary phenomenon, which they tell us is
owing to the gravitation of the earth, and the
attra&tive influence of the mom. So fays the
poet

*Tis thine bright Cynthia to difpenfe,
Thofe laws the floods obey 5
The hoary deep (untract'd immenfe)
Obedient owis thy fway !

We will rather obferve; how ¢ great is the
power, and how excellent the vﬁfdom, which
fets the whole fluid . world in motion ! Which
protrudes to the fhores, fuch an inconceivable
weight of waters, without any concurrence
from the winds, frequently in dire& oppofition
to all their force. How gracious alfo is the pro--
vidence which bids the mwhty element perform
its revolutions with the moft exa& punGuality !
Was it fuffered to advance with a Jawlefs and

unli-
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mnlimited fwell ; it might fweep over kingdoms,
and deluge whole ‘continents, + Was - it irregu=
Jar-and uncertain in.its approaches, navigation
swould be at a ftand; and trade become preca-
sious.~~But being conftant at its fated periods,
and never exceeding ' its  appointed boundsy it
‘creates 116 alarm''te ' the country, rand affords
wery confiderable aids to tragfic.

Many and’ great ‘arethe advantages derwed
From this regular flux. and reflux of the ocean.
For the prefent I only juft obferve ; that at its
fimv, ruthing up our rivers, it clears and deep-
=ensthe paflage; in many places fpreads a .co-
pious flood, where a dry.and empty wafte lay
before.—Is the failor returned from his voyage,
and waiting at_the mouth of the channels } The
flux is ready to convey his veflel to the very doors
of the owner; without any hazard of ftrik-
ing on the rocks, or'being faftened in the fands.
—Has the merchant freighted his fhip ; would
“he have it transferred to the ocean ? the refux
tenders its fervice ; and bears away the load,
“with the utmoft expedition and with equal fafe-
ty 1—Behold, oh 'man, how greatly thou art
“beloved, how highly favoured by thy Maker ! in
-what part of his works hath he forgotten, or

*“overlooked ‘thy welfare? fhew me a creature ;
point out a fpot, in the formation of difpofition
of which he has not been mindful of thy inte-
zefts ! « He has made thee to have dominion

- over
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over the works of his hands, and has put all
things in fubjection under thy feet :—All fheep
and oxen, the fowls of the air, and: the fithes,
—ryea the furges of the fea,” are fubfervient to
thy benefit. Even thefe, wild and impetuous
as they are, yicld their willing backs to receive
thy load, and like an indefatigable beaft of bur-
den, carry it to the: place, which thou - fhalt
nominate !—Indeed rich and precious are the-
treafures borne on the back ‘of the ocean, and
wafted by the gales of commerce, which would
be ufelefs without this liquid conveyance, this
encourager of induftry, and fource of wealth!
—But of this hereafter.—A proper fupplement to
my prefent paper, is fupplied by a Kentifh cor-
refpondent, who in his packet of Margate ver-
fes, fends the following, ‘written, as he informs
me, by a promifing young gentleman of our city.

MARIT SACRUM

H O’ doctors long have try’d their fkill in
vain,
The languid patient’s vngour to regain:
Tho med’cines fail, and ineffeCtual prove,
Nor aught the latent evil can remove :
In nature’s ftore, a grand refource we find,
To raife the body, and to cheer the mind.
The SEA a noftrum in itfelf contains ;
The patient trics it, and no mere complains !
Let
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Let not in vain the briny waters flow ;
You there defcry the grave of human woe.
Drown’d in the waves rbeumatic tortures ceafe,
The fpirits brighten, and the foul’s at eafe ;
“The nerves relax’d, and limbs fo weak before,
With vigour brac’d, refume their native pow’r !
‘T'he wan complexion, and the jaundic’d eye,
‘T'heir priftine colour gain, and all’s at liberty.
‘The penetrating falts refine the blood,
‘And undifturb’d flows the rich crimfon flood !
"T'he ftubborn palfey’s felf its hold foregoes ;
And warm life, tinkling, in the dead limbs glows.
"T'he weakned ¢ye veceives its former fight,
And ev’ry obje&t views with frefh delight.
Emblem of paffion, fee the billows roar,
.And loudly foamiug, dafh from fhore to fhore !
‘Tho’ thus the feuruy unoppos’d may rage,
The WavEs fhall foon the tyrant difengage:
At length the SEA the lurking foe fubdues,
And (routed from his haunts) a'calm enfues :
Nature reviv’d and chear’d in ev’ry part,
Proclaims the cure above the dotor’s art |
No more defpondency, with gloomy fhade,
Dares or'the fpirits or the thoughts invade.
Freed from the gloom of wapours and of fpleen :
The dull grow lively, and the {ad ferene:
The thoughts no more a fullen afpect wear ;
But frawght with mirth and chearfulnefs appear!
Be wife, nhar nature’s gen’rous gifts refufe,
U fe'the kind offer,=<but difcreetly ufe,
And
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And with returning hbealth, your off’rmvs pay,
To himy, whom ftern di ﬁaj}, and the W)ld waves
obey.

NUMBER XLVIIL

To the VISITOR,

SIR,
M 188 Seliina S:éker fends complimeénts td
L Mr. Vifitss and ackiiowledges his civi
lity : fHé has the pleafure to: inform him; that
the favoiir dore her has gain’d him much ape
probation and maiy fnends, and if he conti*
fues to be fo obliging; fhe affures him fhe will
more and more ufe her influenée to introduce
his paper-into 2ll ‘the familiés in thé city. Poo
~=<hang that little word; it flips' 6ut of one’s lips;
whether ohe will or rot—In the fown I meant
to fay ; and one would think I fhould have been
more accuraté ; for entre notés, good Mr. News-=
#iaker, 1 have becn imimenfely mortified. Tam
almoft ready to burft.. So I will out with it.
And be fure you write about it; and do, dear
creaturé; do find fome way -or other to avenge
me: you have a fcherhing head, and I .can help
you.
You
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You muft know then, that tho’ I am city-born
and bred, yet I have many relations at t’other
end of the town. The family of the Seckers is
_ avery antient, noble, and large family : we can
trace our pedigree much higher than William
the Conqueror, and we have now in the family
a multitude of great Lerds, and a greater multi-
tude of fine Ladies: 1 affure you our houfe
makes no fmall figure at court, and at moft
other places the name of Seeker is very well
known—Now I muft acquaint you, that yefter- -
day I went to pay a vifit to a celebrated c—fs of
our family in ® * ¥ ftreet ; and as I rattled over
the ftones with my long-tail’d bays, my heart
exulted within me to think whata figure I fhould
make at her ladyfhip’s, by the fignificant airs 1
defigned to affume, and the importance I intend-
ed to claim to myfelf in our fame city-ball.

Well, . rap —rap —rap went. my footman ;
round me throws I my long.tail’d neglige¢: up
ftairs I tript into my lady’s drefling-room ; and
happily, as I thought, found it almoft full of
company, and feveral of my relations too were
there. The converfation was very brilliant—
But I, who was impatient to tell of the figure I
made in our aflembly, imagin’d every moment
an hour till the fubjet was introduced. At length
ﬁndmg it not likely foon to come upon the ta-
pis, I was obliged to yawn and rub my face,
Lord Billy Secker, who fat next me, took the hint,

and
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and with a very fignificant grin, ¢ So, my dear,
¢¢ faid he, I fuppofe you ftaid late laft night at
¢ pigh life below flairs I”—A great horfe-laugh
rung through ‘the-room, and I, who for my
part, had no conception what: he meant, blufh-
ed to the ears, and replied - very innocently,
<« High Life below Stairs, my lord—indeed, not
< I, I was better engaged !” — ¢¢ Better en-
¢« gaged, Mifs, faid he, why I conceived you
< thought no engagement fuperior to -that.”
Still I was at a lofs, and the laugh continued at
my perplexity ; while his lordfhip affeted afilly
ftupor, and my lady cried out to him, ¢ For
¢« goodnefs fake, my lord, don’t kill me: I pro-
¢ fefs, my lord, yourJordfhip will make me die
¢ with laughing. Poor Selima don’t underftand
¢¢ you ; he means, child, your city-ball.”—Then
a louder peal of -unmeaning laughter re-echoed,
and to conceal my diforder, I grin’d a ghaftly
fmile; for ghaftly, I am fure it muft be, as my
features were diftorted with anger, vexation and
difappointment.

To think, Mr. Vifitor, of calling fuch a
grand, fuch a refpeétable, worthy, wealthy,
every-thing aflembly, ¢ High Life below Stairs!”
—Fie fie, upon him. But between ourfelves,
lord Billy was néver one of . the wifeft !

He was not fatisfied however with this triumph
of his /77, as he term’d it 1—<¢ And fo, Mifs, he

] faid
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faid prefently, you’re an honourable meémber of
the city-ball.—<< "The merchants affembly, Sir, faid
1 (for I wotild not call him, my Lord) that’s
the name by. which it is known.” You are
athaimed then of the &1y, Mifs; I find, faid her
ladyﬂup,—-—Ahd tru]y, We, at this end of the
town, can’t much wonder—your cits look like
another fpeties: La! how they throw on theit
fine cloaths==Moiiftrous, what appeararices !”
t¢ Indeed, my lady, faid L I believe your ladythip
wduld ¢hanpé your opinion; if you were to be
it the merchants affembly.—¢ Merchants affem-
Bly—pood fa! fuid lord Billy, what riobleman,
with high blood in his veins, can mix with
your eommon tradéfmen.—The men dre ufeful
enough in theit way: but when they would
tread upon our héels in politenefs—It makes
one fick, Selinia, perfe&tly fick ! The merchants
affembly ! An elderly maiden-lady, who fat
ftar my relation, the lady of the houfe,
and who had teflified. her applaufe only by
Jfrown-like {miles ; for her forchead wds covered
with wrinkles, and four malevolence lived in
her eye-balls ; ¢ You fee, coufin, faid fhe (for
fhe was an ancient Secter) that the name of
your aflembly gives high difguft to thefe noble
perfonages : . permit me to thyifflen your polite
fneeting, and then, perhaps, there may be a
toalition of parties ; ftile, it, child, the Metro-

politan-
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politan-ball; and give the nobles your good leave
to attend it; and there will be more amity
amongft you, peradventure.”—The Metropolitan
ball now was repeated by every tongue; and,
though there was nothing to laugh at in my
opinion, nothing but laughter, and AMetropol;-
tan ball was heard at every interval. ’Till at
laft, ¢ perdition feize my exiftence, faid lord
Billy, pulling out his watch, if I have not an
aflignation ; and have overftaid my time. A-
dieu, dear ladies : Mifs Selima, my refpeéts to
our friends, the Metropolitans.” * And 1 affure
you, when delivered from his impertinence,
the ladies heard me with much attention, and
we had a very entertaining and inftru&ive chat
about the company, and the drefles at the laft
affembly.

But as I can’t write you "an account of that
now, I fend to defire you will chaftife thefe in
folent ones, who fo affeét to defpife us. And tho’
I am perfuaded lady Anna. Rugofa Secker,threw out
that name by way of fneer, yet I think it a
very valuable hint, and do by thefe prefents,
enjoin and dire&t, that in our meeting, the of-
fenfive and difgufting words (which I will never
utter from my lips again) be wholly dropt and
abfolutely forgotten: that it never more be fti-
led—The C— ball, or M- t5. aflembly : but
throughout the whole world, be known and
-called, the Mutropolitan ball —A name highly

approved
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approved by the members: and particularly
pleafing to

Yours eternally,

SELIMA SEEKER,

NUMBER XLIX.

Trabit fua quemque voluptas.
: Vire,

R. TOMESWELL had fcarcely con-

. cluded that mournful lamentation, record-

ed in our paper of laft Thurfday, (N° 46.) before
Mr. Equation, who fat oppofite to him, redden-
ing into warmth, rejoined, with a good deal of
ardour ; ¢¢ Sir, I profefs, the Bifbops and Clergy
will henceforward be judged by me, men of
more fenfe and penetration than I ever imagined
them before. The world, Sir, is fick of divi-
nity : folio’s of divinity | Good Angels ; when
nobody thinks of giving themfelves the trouble
of reading a fix-penny fermon! and folio’s of
cafuiftical, controverfial, {chool divinity ; why
you might as well fuppofe, that the voluminous,
tirefome works of thofe old Spin-texts, the Puri-
tans, would be encouraged, as what you offer
to the public. Take my advice, good Sir 5 turn
the coyrfe of your ftudies another way, and
" 1 ; youw’ll
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you’ll foon find it anfwer. . There is a branch
of fcience, I don’t pretend to fay I am an adept
in it,—but they who know’ me, will allow nie
the credit of fome little knowledge in that way.—
1t is algebra, 1 mean, the -moft ufeful and excel-
lent of all the fciences : ‘the key, the miftrefs,
the queen of the mathematics. Now if you
would intenfely apply to this moft neceffary and
delightful ftudy, you might probably not only
make many new difcoveries, but gain great ad-
vantages to yourfelf. For.as nothing is more
wanted, fo nothing would be more encouraged
than a good algebraift: indeed, this charming
fcience is by my vexatious and multifarious bu-
finefs in life, permitted only to indulge my va-
cant hours : or, perhaps I fhould have made no
inconfiderable figure in it myfelf. Let me hint
to you,. Sir, that if you would undertake an 4/~
gebraical magazine, (as magazines are fo much in
fathion) it might fell in a very extraordinary
manner, and would diffufe the knowledge of this
wonderful art, which to be fure we owe to the
ingenuity of the Arabs : for algebra is certainly
derived from the Arabic words @/, and gabbera—
but this by the bye.—As to the magazme, pray
* think of it; and perhaps you may procure the
affiftance of-the moft induftrious and worthy
gentleman, fuperior to all praife, who hath late-
ly refrethed our: fpirits with a charming book

: Nl
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in guarts, on the negative fign in algebra.—Now
if he would aflift your magazine.”’—

<< Better aflift the public in this time of ex-
treme danger and peril, faid a gentleman with a
remarkably long face, and a difmal black wig,
whofe countenance I obferved, betrayed ftrong
marks of difcontent, while Mr. Equation was.
haranguing,—1 am amazed and aftonithed, he
went on, that at fuch an important period as the.
prefent, men’s thoughts fhould be employed up-
on fuch trivial things, as algebra and magazines,
contemptible and infignificant ! When the inte-
reft of all Europe is concerned ; and the belli-.
gerant powers are ufing every effort to give fuc-
cefs to their fchemes: no man who loves his
country, fhould think or talk of any thing but
its political concerns; every private fatisfation
fhould be given up ; and in the caufe of liberty,
" of virtue, of proteftantifm, and the prefent glo-
rious eftablithment, we fhould unite our utmoft,
- our moft fagacious and thoughtful confiderations.
And if men will write, and will have magazines,
furely a political one would be the only proper,
and the only ufeful magazine in the’ prefent ftate
of things. In this might be delineated the true
fyftem of polity in the general, the law of na-
ture, of nations, and of diftin& communities :
great helps for which would be drawn from Gro-
tius and Puffendorf, and from Vatell in particu-
lar, more excellent than cither. Then the inte-

reft
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reft of Great Britain, and the utility of conti-
nental conneftions, the neceffity of fupporting
Pruffia, the glory of the prefent war, and the
like, might be fet forth: And, what ftrikes me
moft of all, and I believe will perfuade me to
undertake a thing of this kind, thus might
the lies of that arch-falfifier Maubert, that wretch
of wretches, that difgrace of politicians, be
clearly developed and expofed, to the unfpeak-
able utility of the world in general.”

¢ You have got the right rope by the end,
my boy, yare, yare, my lad, faid a rough gen-
tleman, who fate near the politician, and clap-
ped him heartily on the back when he had finifhed
his fpeech. Not accuftomed to fuch rude fami-
Harity, he received the gratulations of Mr. Love-
florm in a look of difdain, and expreffed his dif-
approbation with a tone of anger. ¢¢ Nay, and
you be for brewing a ftorm, d’ye fee, quoth the
failor, I can weather it out, I believe, as well
as yourfelf. But I lik’d your lingo, and was go-
ing to ftrike fail with you, my mafter, and hove
my cargo of opinions aboard the veffel of yER
piloting. For, tho’ I fay it, no man loves his
country better than I, and efpecially the fhip~
ing: I'don’t ufe the fea indeed only now and
then, as it may be for my own pleafurce; but
the glory of Old “England is her wooden walls,
and I am proud to"be in the belly of a good
tight veflel. DIl venture a wager, my Lively

Vou. 1L D chg g

s

b1
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Peggy, will fail with any flip in the' navy, I
could go to fleep on her top-maft: but, as
1 faid, our wooden walls are, as a body may
call them, the anchor and cable of Old England,
we muft ftand by them. I am fure thats good
politics ; or we fhall prefently ride in a ftorm,
and it will be God’s mercy, if we don’t go 'to
the bottom.”

I obferved, while this lover of the ocean was
delivering his fentiments, two gentlemen, who
feemed to exprefs a fovereign contempt for all
that had been faid, were converfing; the one, -
with much energy, on the beauties of painting, the
other on the fuperlative excellence of dramatic
poetry.  The merits of the pieces prefented to
the Society for arts, &c. were very nicely and
critically examined by the former; and I per-
ceived that he could not be broug;ht to ac-
knowledge any peculiar merit in modera pro-
duflions. The art of painting, he affured
us, was perfeltly loft, (as indeed there was no
encouragement for it in England) and nothing
fhort of a Rubens or a Titian, a Raphacl or a
Rembrandt, 1 found, could {uit his fublimated
tafte.—The admirer of the drama feem’d to
eftimate the painter at a very low rate, as a
mechanic genius; no way comparable to the
poet, wbafe eye in a fine phrenzy rolling, doth glance
Jran beaven to emt/z, Jrom earth to Yeaven, &c,

He
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He feemed very defiraus to difcufs the merits of
the ancient and modern dramatic writers ; and
by a natural ‘tranfition was led to chara&erize
our actors; large were his commendations of
the Britith Refzius, to give which their weight, *
he was fo obliging as to attempt to fpeak two
or three favourite pafiages in Mr. Garrick’s man-
ner ; which he aflured us he had ftudied with
fome accuracy; but an unfortunate flip or two,
and 2an unpleafing provincial and monotonic ac~
cent, occafioning a burft of laughter, this lover
of the theatre was obliged to take his hat and

withdraw in fome confufion.
¢ What fimple men are all thefe, faid a
gentleman, who fat at my elbow, and whifper-
ed into my ear—to profecute fuch idle amufe-
ments ! For.ny part, I am for real knowledge,
and on that account have made antiguity vy
ftudy, for many years: I fhould be glad, Sir,
to fhow you my wmedals, they are very perfett
and fine, I affure you ; I have very nearly com-
pleated my feries.”—1I thanked the gentleman
very cordially, and my time being expired, was
obliged to withdraw ; which Mr. Flofculus do-
ing at the fame time; I was favoured with his
company -down the ftreet, when he made pre-
cifely the fame remark, with my friend the An-
tiquarian ; and proceeded to recommend .in the
ftrongeft terms, his own delightfome, healthful,
rational amufement, ¢ The cultivation of flow-
D2 ersis?”

S
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ers,” ¢¢ For I am, faid he, a perfe& Florift; 1
dedicate all my leifure time to this noble em-
ployment, and I believe my ftage of Auriculas
is inferior to few ; I chriftened two new flowers
laft feafon, the Prince Imperial and the Duke of
Brunfwic, and I have no doubt of equal honour
and fuccefs in the fame way, next feafon. I
won the prize at the Carnation Feaft,—and I
would not'exchange #ulips with any Burgo-Ma-
Sler in Holland.” I promifed to avail myfelf of
his friendfhip, and to decorate my garden, with
the oui-cafis of his flowery family.

Such were my affociates at Mrs, C 651
leave my readers to make their own refle®ions.
Permit. me only to remark, that as each man
hath his favourite amufement, he may, he
ought to be allowed quietly to enjoy it, (we
fuppofe it innocent). No man has a right to mo-
let him, while he rides his hobby-borfe; but in
return, let him not moleft any man, but fuffer
him as quietly, equitare in arundine longd. In
{hort, we may in perfeét good-nature finile one at
the other ; but let us not by any means be angry,
or difpute, becaufe we do not approve the fame
entertainments ; becaufe we have not all the fame
taftes :—contentedly reft in your own ; leave
me, with the fame content, to relax my mind
in fuch a manner, as pleafes me. You love
turtle, 1 love a plain Jleg of mutton 5 eat your
jmt}e in peace, and go to bed! why fhould you

citeem
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cfteem me 2 man of folly, becaufe I prefer honeft
homely mutton to it?

'NUMBER L.

Who fings the fource

Of avealth and force 2

"aft field of commerce and big war!
Where avonders davell ;

Where terrors fwell ;

And Neptune thunders from bis car !

Youxc.

HEN we behold the great deep, with-
out track, and without limit, we may
well ftand amazed, at the courage of thofle who
firft dared to commit themfelves to its unknown
bofom, and to pierce into its pathlefs regions.
Horace (who was not indeed a man of very
great courage himfelf ) is of opinion, that the
firft adventurers muft have had hearts of oa?,
or rather of triple brafs; their attempts were
judged no lefs prefumptuous than dangerous z
fince the ocean was efteemed by the ancients as
the infuperable barrier, and grand feparater of
different nations, formed by the Deity * on
D 3 ! purpofe
* Thus runs the whole paffage, which is in the 3d ode
of Horace's ﬁrﬁm and begins Illi robur, &c.
T

Sure he it the paffage try’d,
In harden’d oak his heart did hide; 13
£ COr
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purpofe to fecure kingdoms from the attacks and
infults of each other. A notion fo very far
from the truth, that the fez is the fole connesier
of diftant nations; and to it we owe, at once,
all the advantages of commerce, much of the
improvements of fcience, nay, and the know-
ledge of the glorious Gofpel.

By means of this liquid vehicle, veflels of the
largeft burden, are borne along with the utmoft
eafe from clime to clime, from fun to fun; thus
the rich produce of the Eaft is poured into the
ftorehoufes of the North ; and the inhabitants

of

Or with firm brafs of triple fold,

His breaft couragioufly enroll'd !

His hardy breaft, in hollow wood,

Who tempted firft the briny flood ;

Nor fear’d the winds contending roar,

Nor billows beating on the fhore,

Nor Hyades portending rain,

Nor all the tyrants of the main.

What form of death could him affright,

Who unconcern’d with ftedfaft fight,

Could view the furges mounting fteep,

And montfters rolling in the deep;

Could thro® the ranks of ruin go,

With ftorms above, and rocks below. paws

In vain did nature’s wife command

Divide the waters from the land,

If daring fhips, and men prophane,
. Invade th® inviolable mainj

Th® eternal fences over l:m

And pafs at'will the bound eep.

DRrRYDEN,

P



Neso. THE VI‘ETOR J‘,‘
of every quarter of the globe, not onﬁ

intelligence, but mutually exchange their com-
modities, and gain a fupply of mt than every
want in life.~—Hence; what 2bundance of we'xlth
rewards the anxious and induftrious merchant!
what a happy provifionyi ded forithe thou-
fands and ten thoufa 1 the Mnds of
commerce continually y! Thus our infe-
rior brethren are cngaved in ufeful labour; and
become the ftrength, the finews of the commu-
nity : who, if relaxed from the honeft engage-
ments of induftry, moft probably would corrupt
in indolence, and be cither the perpetual an-
noyance, or the fpeedy deftruction of the public
welfare and peace ! — How gracioufly hath the
wife Creator of all things provided for the well-
being of his people : — And let me add, for his
people of our favourite kingdom in particular,
Where not only plenty crowns our peaceful
plains, but the golde‘fm wings of commerce waft
bleflings on every gale ! Happy, thrice happy
Britain! May the tender mercies of him, who
is omnipotent, flill preferve thy invaluable pri-

diftant arms, and the melancholy cries o
ing defolation, thou heareft only the plea-
voice of firmeft union, fulleft glory and
complete profperity,—mayft thou be wife, grate-
fully to acknowledge the bounty of the giver;
and may, thy fons, by every worthy and laud-
3 Dy able

to thee ! And while amidft the horri(}

s
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‘ue, by the k of humanity, and the

love of rcllglon, engafrc to themfelves a conti-
puance of rotetion !

When we vifit"the Doc'k -yards, and furvey
the wooden- towers,;“nﬂg there, beneath the
artificetSghands ; mazing bulk fills us
with er tou t. they fhall not only
when fremhted t aind immenfe in bur-
den, be buoyed up, and float like the light
cork, on the waves of the mighty main; but
that they fhall travel through’its roaring furges,
with a velocity perfedtly incredible : And what
is moft amazing of all, be direted unerringly
through a wild of waters, where there is neither
path, nor land-mark, to dire& the bewildered
traveller ; dire@ed with a facility, that is 1n-
conceivable, and turned — unweildy machines,
— turned as the dire@ing ‘hand of the ma-
fter pleafes. Behold alfo the fbips, faith the apo-
ftle, which though they be reat, and are driven
of flerce winds, yet ar’tl%umed about with a
wvery fmall helm, whitherfoever the gqq] rnor: lifteth.
5 T'o what we have faid concermng e ﬁzltne_/} of

he waters, in our laft paper, we muftad

‘hls faltnefs ferves greatly to the ufe of
tion, in aflifting to buoy up the veflels ;
is fpecifically heavier than frefh 5 and it
been faid, that veflels which have failed fafely
on the falt, have funk when they come up frefh
water rivers. But not the faltnefs of the water;
not
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avail them nothing, when death demands his
due, and the foul fhall depart to an unbiaffed
tribunal !

* How happy would it be, and how truly praife-
worthy ; if the veffel that traverfed the deep,
in fearch of temporal wealth, would permit a
finall freight of the eternal truth to fail with
it; would not only by the difperfion of ufeful
books, but by the exemplary demeanor of its
mariners, and the feafonable hints of its com-
manders, endeavour to promote that religion, the
knowledge of which is /ife eternal | How plea-
fing a confidence in the midit of dangers, would
fuch a condu& infufe into the breafts of all who
filled fo happy a vefiel ; and furely, if any men,
thofe who are fo conflantly expofed to imminent
peril, fhould Jabour to procure that confidence :
fince it is terrible indeed, to hear the threatning
tempefls roar ; to fee the blue lightnings glare 3
to behold the mountainous furges beat uncon-
trouled ; to view the fhattered crafhing mait,
with hortible confufion, torn away : to fee death
entering at the fatal leak ; to fink — irrecover-
ably fink into the fathomlefs abyfs — emblem of ‘|
that eternity, whence there is no return ! — How
dreadful thus to fink, — without one reafonable
hope of acceptance with him, who is to deter-
mine our condition, irreverfibly in that eternal
ftate | — One moment’s refleétion certainly muft

be



erefting of all concer'nis
cient fufel_y to”

hat ¢ iwﬁiy may derive fome
heir voyages ; or at leaft not be
reproached -and z«uﬂz& am%ngﬁ the heathen ; to
“whom we.ﬁﬁt’éml‘y!‘;iﬂl, no real caufe had ever-
been given ; tf’-\i’honvwe earneftly pray, that
‘no future caufe may ever be given, to fay, —
¢ Why fhould Ve chriffians ¢ are they
. "y .

er't 'd_ y wear, they fteal,
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Fatniains, and ye, that Hx‘ as ye ﬂarw e\

Melodions murmars, awarbling tune his praife.
——Ye mifts and exhalations, that now rife
~ From hill or fleeming lakes dufty or grey
T the fun paint your fleecy fhirts avith gold,
dn honour to the world’s great author rife,
o Whether to deck avith clouds ¢ uncolour'd fiy,
Or avet the thinfly earth with falling fbowers,

Rifing or falling il a ife ! ™ ‘
Wi & 1 4 ;

in our paper of laft Saturday.
refle@, that it is the grand fo
moifture of the earth, and confeque
its fertility : that it fupplies our tabl
elegance, and the tables of the
plenty, we fhall confefs that ges
of commerce, are f{carce com to thefg
eminent blefings, which fpring from the Ocean.
—<¢ How foon (fays a writer * on this fubj
would the earth be as ina&ive and barre
was, before the divine benedi&tion on
day of creation, if it were not for the

4 W the

Pearfall,

r wit}} fuch
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the fea? In vain would it call upon the heavens
to diftil a neceffary humidity. Thofe floating
watering pots, the clouds, would foon be ex-
haufted if not fupplied from this great refervoir.
It is true, it is God that calleth for the waters of
the fea, and poureth them forth upon the face of the
earth, Under the direétion of his providence _
and according to the laws of nature, the fun-
beams attralt, and the ocean readily yields from
its ftores : the watery exhalations are rarefied
into innumerable fine bubbles, fpecifically light-
er than the air, and by this means they natu-
rally afcend with eafe, leaving their falts behind
them. The clouds are formed, wafted abroad,
diftilled gently in infenfible dews, or poured
forth in plentiful thowers. Thus alfo fountains
formed, break forth into ftreams, and are -
elled into rivers, till at length they fall into
€ ocean again, and make a grateful return of
enefits received.— May this be an emblem of
yfelf, and all around me! O thou uncreated
ocean of all being and bleflednefs, it is from thy

-

overflowing fulnefs, that I reccive all my fup- . e
plies ! T am proteted, cloathed, and fed from B
thy free and rich bounty: within thy all-cir~ -

cling arms 1 live and move : conﬁantly art thow
iving forth and I am receiving : may I learn
from the flream of every brook I pafs;by; to
turn my thoughts, to dire® my motibns to-
wards thee, and carry my tribute of homage -.°
thither, .

~

.
}
*
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thither, whence I derive my a/// May 1 pradtife

benevolence to all around me: let my waters

refreth the weary; fupport the fainting ; heal -
the wounded ; and give a verdure and fruitful-

nefs to the barren foul ! let me, like the flow-

ing brook, take a tranfient gentle falute of the

flowry banks as I pafs ; but never, oh never let

this foul, which thou haft created for thyfelf, O

Father of Spirits, think itfelf at reft, till it

finds itfelf in thy bofom —

¢ Still prefling to my wifh’d abode,
Nor fix'd, till at my centre—God.”

It is very remarkable, that this immenfe world
of falt water, which is not only naufeous be-
yond expreflion to the human tafte, but void
the power of refrefhing our thirft, fhould be t
grand ciftern, and fource of all the freth a
enlivening ftreams, which flow through th
earth. It is much to be queftioned, (after al
the efforts of human art, and all the declarati-
ens which have been made) whether the united
endeavours of mankind could produce a cup of
wwater, perfetly fwect from the falt fireams of
the ocean. Yet what inexhauftible quantities,
are daily drawn from thence, wholly {weetene
and perfectly refined from every difagreeable and.
brackifh tafte, by the altion of the fi/ar heat,
and delivered to the fafe conveyance of the

clouds ;
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clouds ; which adminifter them, in wife propor-
tion to the fupply of every want ; which diftil
them in dews,” or fertilizing rains; enriching
the rills, and enlarging the overflowing ftreams;
giving life and verdure to the earth; and afford-
ing a]l thofe innumerable commodities, which
mankind enjoys from that liquid element : of
which the famous Pindar {aid fo*long fince apt-
soy y.av vdwe ¢ Nothing is comparable to
water.’

. ¢« How amiable is the goodnefs, and how a-
mazing the power of the world’s adorable Aa-
ker' ! — How amiable his goodnefs in diftributing
fo largely, what is fo abfolutely necefiary, and
fo extenfively heneficial | That water, without
which we can fcarce perform any bufinefs, or
enjoy any comfort, fhould be every one’s proper-
ty ; fhould ftream by our houfes ; fhould ftart
up from the foil ; fhould drop down from the
clouds ; fhould take a journey from the ends of
the earth, and the extremities of the ocean on
purpofe to ferve us |—How amazing his power—
That this boundlefs mafs of fluid falt, fo into-
lerably naufeous to the human tafte, fhould be
the original {pring, which deals out every palat-
able' draught to mankind, and quenches the
thirft of every animal! which fupplies the coun-
try with its fertility, and the parterre with its
beauty ! Doubtlefs the power, by whom #his
is effte&ted, can extra@ comfort from our afflic-

tions,
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tions, advantage from our calamities, and make
all things work together for our good.”

But fee from every clime, and from every
land, the rivers are all haftening in the fame
courfe, and with perpetual lapfe rolling their fil~
ver currents to the main, If from thence they
receive, | thither they return their waters: All
flow into the ocean ; and there is a reciproca-
tion of favours :—a fpeculation, which indeed
might be carried through nature, in which, pro-
perly fpeaking, nothing perifhes, but by a con-
ftant rotation all things are circulating, and mu-
tually fupplying each the other. A fine leflon to
us, elegantly and forcibly teaching us the plea-
{ing duties of mutual good will ; as well as the
neceflity of all proper returns of gratitude and
obedience to him, from whom, the great ocean of
all bleflings, all good things are derived, and ta
whom, as the Lord of eternity, all our ftreams
are tending, and muft flow. But of the o-
cean as the emblem of eternity, we may {peak
hereafter. .

At prefent it may be neceffary te obferve,
that the occean hath been fuppofed to be the
parent of fountains, and in confequence of
rivers, not only by means of the clouds, which
convey the liquid element, in aburdance; tothe
tops of mountains, ever cloathed in fogs and
mifts, but alfo, as dire&ing its waters, perco-
Jated through the earth, to the hills and rocks,
- wheiice the fountains fpring ; and thus fupply-

ng
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ing them with moifture, fweetencd in its paffage
throuoh the bowels of the earth, which they
repay in rivers and ftreams that flow upon and
beautify the external furface of the earth. 'This
latter opinion our moral and philofophical poet
Themfon, has endeavoured to confute, as well as
to cftablifh the more received notiom — we fhall
give his excellent lines, which will preclude any
further remarks of our own at'prefent, as they
will take up the room affigned us:

Some fages fay that where the numerous wave
For ever lathes the refounding fhore,
Drill’d through the fandy fratum, every way,
The waters with the fandy fratum rife
Amidft whofe angles infinitely ftrain’d,
They joyful leave their jaggy falts behind,
And clear and fweeten as they foak along.

Nor ftops the reftlefs fluid, mounting fill,
Tho’ oft amid th’ irriguous vale it fprings 3
But to the mountain courted by the fand
That leads it darkling: on in faithful maze,
Far from the parent main, it boils again
Freth into day; and all the ghttermg hill
Is bright with fpouting rills.—But hence thm
vain
Amufive dream ! Why fhould the waters Iovc
To take fo far a journey to the hills,
‘When.the fweet vallies offer to their toil
Inviting ‘quiet, and a . nearer bed?

Or, if by blind ambition led aftray,
i i They
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They muft afpire ; why fhould they fudden ftop

Among the broken mountains rufhy dells,

And ere they gain its higheft peak defert

Th’ attraltive fand, that charm’d their courfe fo
long ?

Befides, the hard agglomerating falts

The fpoil of ages wou’d impervious choak

TTheir fecret channels ; or by flow degrees,

High as the hills protrude the fwelling vales :

Old ocean too, fuck’d thro’ the porous globe,

Had long ere now forfook his horrid bed,

And brought Deucalion’s watry times again.

The poet then proceeds to a more philofophi-
cal account ; and after a fine defcription- of the
moft remarkable mountains, whofe inward ftruc-
ture he withes to furvey, he adds,

Amazing fcene! Behold ! The glooms difclofe;

I fee the rivers in their infant beds !

Deep, .deep, I hear them lab’ring to get free !

I fee the leaning. Strata, artful rang’d ;

The gaping fiflures to receive the rains,

The melting fnows, and ever dripping fogs !

Strow’d bibulous above I fee the fands,

The pebbly gravel next, the layers then

Of mingled moulds ; of more retentive earths,

The gutter’d rocks, and mazy-running clefts ;

That while the ftealing moifture they tran{mit

Retard its motion, and forbid its wafte.
Beneath
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Beneath th’ inceflant weeping of thefe drains,
I fee the rocky fiphons ftretch’d immenfe,
The mighty refervoirs of harden’d chalk,
Or ftiff compaéted clay, capacious form’d,
O’er-flowing thence the congregated ftores
The cryftal treafures of the liquid world,
Thro’ the ftirr’d fands 2 bubbling paffage burft ;
And welling out around the middle fteep,
Or from the bottoms of the bofom’d hills,
In pure effufion flow —— United thus,
Th exhaling fun, the vapour-burden’d air,
The gelid mountains, that to rain condens’d
Thefe vapours in continual current draw,
And fend ther, o’er the fair divided earth,
In bounteous rivers to the deep again ;
A focial commerce hold, and firm fupport,
The full adjufted barmony of things. :
s Seafons, Autumn V. 751, &c.

An barmony, let us not fail to remark, which
manifefts in the faifett light, the wifdom and good-
nefs, of that omnmipotent makery all whofe works
praife him ! for all his works declare

¢« His goodnefs beyond thought, and pow’r
divine !

N U M-
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NUMB_ER LIL
To the VisITOR.

He fays ; —— be calm ;5 the fea cbeys bis awill ;
The florm is filent, and the awaves are fill.
WaEaTLAND’s Plalms,

S TR
HAV E been greatly pleafed and inftruéted

with your contemplations on the Ocean, and
expedt, with much [atisfaltion, a continuance
of your remarks, Permit me to exprefs my ap-
probation of this method of writing, which fo
happily blends inftruction with entertainment ;
and fuffer me to hope, that other parts of nature
will hereafter furnifth you with the opportunitics
you defire of elevating your readers hearts to a
grateful acknowledgment of the Creator’s wif-
dom and bounty. Indeed I muft be allowed to
fpeak with particular pleafure of your Saturdays
papers in general: not only as they afford me
-delight, but as I find them univerfally well re-
ceived 5 which is no bad proof, in my humble
opinion, that our tafte is neither fo depraved or
vicious as fome would reprefent it ; which is no
bad fign, that trueiand ferious religion hath yet

its votaries amongft us, — Go on and profper.
Your

-
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Your refle&tions on the Ocean, occafioned me
to read over with attention, that inimitable de-
fcription of a ftorm, which the royal poet of If-
rael gives us in his cviith Pfelm ; than which I-
know nothing more great and more finithed in
any compofitions. Indeed the facred writings
abound with the moft ftriking inftances of the
Jublime : and it would be a labour well worthy
your pen, as it could not fail to give the greateft
delight to your readers, if you would occafion-
ally mark out fome -of :thefe paflages, and thew
us -their excellencies, from a comparifon with
fimilar paflages in profane writers :- this might
ferve not only to enhance the value of the divine
oracles .in their opinion, who prize them al-
ready, but alfo to draw the attention, and con-
ciliate the f: o of thofe, who may be caught

by a lofty ho’ they defpife a plain
and *humb ho may thus be ho-
neftly enfi n_felicity. Pardon
my freedo int. —1I return to

the pafla o the thought.
¢ They the fea in fhips,
and occupy great waters ; thefe
men fee the works of the Lord, and his won-
ders in the deep. For at bis word the ftormy
wind arifeth, which lifteth up the waves thereof.
They mount up to the heavens; they go down
again to the depths: their foul is melted becaufe
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and ftagger
2 - like



o7
»
->—r

y2 THE VISITORe Nes2.
like a drunken-man, and are at their wits end.
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble,
and he bringeth them out of their diftrefs. He
maketh' the . ftorm a calm, fo that the waves
thereof are ftill. Then are they glad, becaufe
they are at reft; fo he bringeth them unto their

~ defired haven. O that, &c.”

Nothing can be more grand and pl&urefque
than this defcription.  We fee the moft unruly
elements fubjeét to the immediate controul of
the Almighty ; and winds and waves, like du-
teous fervants, ready to obey his voice. For at
his word, the ftormy wind arifith. "He fpeaks,
and the zempeft iflues forth inftantly to perform
his commandment : the fformy wind, which hath
force enangh to /ift up, even the rude and un-
weildy waves of that moft ement, the
ocean ! You fee the e tempeft,
¢¢ pleafed the Almi perfofm,”
breathes with 1? iy
them now up to,

ful valley bel s down
the horrid . every mo-
ment expeéls, wed up by the moun-

tainous billows ! —The omiffion of the connec-

- ting particles, in the next verfes, they mount up ;

they go down, &c. ly exprefles the .hafte and
terror.  You fee the diftrefs of the feilors,awho
are toffed from one f‘de to the other of the vef-

, fel, amidft this terrible commotion,—their fears,

their
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their anxiéty,. their hopelefs dnﬁrz%‘uon is beau-
tifully reprefented.! While prayer, the natural
refource of men in neceflity,. is introduced as
glorioufly efficacious ; "and you are filled with
an awful aftonifment, while you contemplate
that tremendous power, who hears, relieves,
and in a moment fpeaks a calm to the lawlefs
tempeft, and the roaring wave. .He maketh the

Jlorm a calm. He f{peaks, and the moft unruly.

clements inftantly obey him: not a2 murmur is
keard, not a gale whifpers : all is hufhed into
the profoundeft calm ! —If Longinus commends
1o much the fublime brevity of the defcription in
Genefis, would he not be equally large in his ap-
plaufes here ? —The eonclufion too, I appre-
hend, would meet with no finall praife from
that critic; w e;e}n that_ ¢ fervency of devo-
tion fo na
currences
thoughtful

¢ in the minds of the
would praife the Lord

or bis poo cugnders that be dith
&
Jor the chi b ool
No' m defcription of this
4 P

kind, -ean ! “to_the fovereign
ruler of heaven and earth, the Lord God om-
nipotent. What an irrefragable proof then have
we of the true divinity of our Lord 2nd Saviour
Jefys Chrift, from his real pctformance of that,
which ‘the pfalmift here fo nobly defcribes ?

Vhen there was a great tempeft in the fea, in-

Vou. I b oot ©° {omuchy

which fuch grand oc-- <
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fomuch, that the fhip was covered with waves,

-and in danger of finking; when his difciples

‘

cried to him in their diftrefs, and all feemed
loft and hopelefs ; He made the florm a calm.—
He arofe and rebuked the winds and the fea,
and there was a great calm ! who, lefs than Je-
hovah, could have done this? Well might the
men remark, ¢ what manner of perfon is this,
that even the winds and the fea obey him!”
Matth. viii. 24. We know too when, upon
another occafion, he exerted his divine autho-
rity, and caufed that element, as it were, to
change its nature, and bear him, as a ready fer-
vant, upon its liquid furface, fafe as on the fo-
lid marble I Could this be any other than Ged?
For my own part I confefs, that thefe adts of
omnipotence convince me, beyond any other
argument, of that impor hich fome
affe@ to deny, the tr divinity of
our God' and Saviour e allowed
to remark, Good Si fome fort .
affluming your pro
own way ; thata fe
controulable power o me, muft dif-
fufe the meft gladfome acquiefcence in his fa-
therly proteion through every pious breaft. For
well may that man fay, who confides in his God,
and repofes his fteady hope in him; < fhall [
doubt Ais ability to accomplifh my welfare, fhall
I fear /st ability to deliver me from danger,
when
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when I fee, that the ftorm trembles at his word,
and the ocean’s vaft billows rife or fall at his
command ! He is Almighty, and T will reft my
eternal concerns with perfe&t fatisfaltion in his
hands; he is all good, and I commit the difpo-
fal of all my prefent condition with chearful-
nefs to his unerring love.”

But as I intend rather a eritigue on the Pfal-
mift’s defcription, than any moral remarks, you
muft allow me-to bring a paflage or two, from
the poets, which however fublime, will' ferve to
fhew the fuperiority of David. Virgil’s de=
fcription is not more famous than excellent ;
and I thould not hefitate to place it next to this,
from the facred fcriptures. It is not I think
to be doubted, ‘that Virgil had read the facred
books ; and it is well known that he was like
a bee, culling fweets from every flower ; his ma-
nifeft and frequent imitations of Theccritus, Ho-
mery &c. are undoubted proofs, Why then
may‘we.not fuppofe him to have improved his
own defcription from this of David’s ; whofe
Pfalms he would certainly be led, even from
curiofity to read !— And whoever will confider
the manner in which he introduces Nepture, ari-
fing and flilling the ftorm, and commanding the
wirds to retreat, wiil obferve a ftrong imitation
of the intervention of “Febovab, at the cries of the
diftrefled failors.—Such is Virgil’s defcription,
in Mr, Dryden’s tranflation,

E 2 The
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The raging winds rufh through the hollow

wound, ,
And dance aloft in air, and fkim along the
ground.
Then fettling on the fea, the furges fweep;
Raife liquid mountains, and difclofe the deep;
South, Eaft, and Weft, with mix’d confufion
roar,
And roll the foaming billows to the fhore.
The cables crack ; the fzilors fearful cries
Afcend ; and fable night involves the fkies ;
And heav’n itfelf is ravifhed from their eyes.
Loud peals of thunder from the poles enfue,
"Then flathing fires the tranfient light renew ;
The face of things a frightful image bears,
And prefent death in various forms appears.

T am the rather apt to believe, that #irgi/ had
read David’s defcription, fince I do not recol-
16& any paflages in Homer, where thefe ideas are
to be found ¥; and becaufe I remember that O-

z vid,

* This gentleman is, I believe, right upon the whole
as to this point. There is no defcription in Homer pa-
ralle! to this. But there is a fimile raken from a ftorm,
which Longinus greatly commends for the poet’s judici-
ous choice of circumfitances .

He burlt upon them all,

Burils as a wave, that from the clowd impends,
And fwell’d with tempelts on the fhip defcends ;

4 p ‘White

‘.
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vid, (who had doubtlefs read the facred writings)
has almoft a tranflation of our Pfalm, and fre-
quent allufions to it Speaking of a /bip, he
fays, in the 11th book of his Metam.

Et mods fublimis veluti de vertice montis
Defpicere in Valles, imumque Acheronta videtur,
Nunc ubi demiffam curvum circumfletit equor ;
Sufpicere inferno fummum de gurgite celum, e,

As on a mountain’s top fhe rides on high,
And from the clouds beholds the nether fky :
Then finking with the wave on which fhe rofe
Down to the dottom of the deep fhe goes.
Whence as from bell’s abyfs they lift their fight,
And diftant far fee beaver’s fuperior light.

DryYDEN. '

He alfo fpeaks of the failors dlﬁreﬂ'es, fo fincly
painted in the Pfalm —

Non tenet hic /ac/;ry}nas; Slupet bicy, e,

One weeps and wails — defpairing of relief,
One ftupid ﬁ‘auds, his fears congeal his grief ;

1L This

White are the decks with foam ; the winds aloud
Howl o'er the mafts, and fing thro’ every fhroyd ;
Pale trembling, tir’d, the failors freeze with fears,
And inftant death on every wave appears. :
Pope’s Iliad, B, xv. ver. 752.

~
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This wretch with prayers and vows the Gods
adores,

Uplifts his ufelefs hands

And aid from heav’n, from heav’n unfeen
implores,

DRrybpEN.

I cannot be allowed to take up your time, and
to produce any more paflages ; thefe are fuffici-
ent to thew the fuperiority of the divine poet,
but I muft not conclude without remarking,
that the beft poets, in our language, have bor-
rowed from his defcription. Shakefpear evidently
has it in view, when he makes Ozbello fay,

——— O my foul’s joy,
If after every tempeft, come fuch caims,
May the winds blow, till they have weaken’d
death ;
And let the labouring bark climb hills of feas,
Olympus high : and duck again as low,
As hell’s from heav’n.

And Milton, in Paradife Loft, Book VII. ver.,
210, draws from the fame fublime original :

Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild,
Up from the bottom torn by furious winds
And furging waves, as mountains, to affault
Heaver's beight, and with the center mix the
pole.
If
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If thefe remarks fhall be agreeable to you, and
ferve at all to recommend the facred writings, it
will be a pleafure to

ST
Your conftant reader and admirer,

A liat

NUMBER LIL
Hiftory of a MAGDALEN.

-dn a Letter to the VisiTOR,

If all ber former cwoes avere not enough,

Look on ber noaw ; bebold her, where foe wanders,
Hunted to death, diftrefi’d on ev'ry Side, -

With no one hand to belp: and tell me then,

If ever mifery avere known like bers!

Rowe.

Let my tears thank you, for I cannot fpeak ; ——
And if I cou’d
Words avere not made to vent fuch thoughts as mine.

DrYDEN,

S TR

HOUGH an unhappy perfon, like my=-
felf, (who, by my wilful tranfgreflions,

have forfeited all right to the regard and protec- -
' Evy tion
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tion of fociety) can have no reafon to expe&t
the leaft favourable attention : yet, as I per-
ceive, in fome former papers, you have admitted
the narratives of women involved in the fame
miferable guilt with myfelf; I am emboldened
to write, thouvh with a trembling hand, and to
requeft you to make public what I write ; not
on my own account: no, alas, Iam too worth-
lefs and inconfiderable to trouble the world with
any concerns of mine ; and indeed the world is
nothing to me : for delivered as I am from its
pollutions, arnd fafely landed in"this happy har-
" bour, my utmoft wifh,. my moft fervent defire
is never more to enter upon its dangerous bil-
lows, but to end my life in this blefied manfion,
dedicated to God, and to the beft duties T am
able to perform. DBut, gratitude, Sir, and the
moft tender fenfe of the ineftimable bleffings I
enjoy, engage me to wifh, that you will not
pafs over this my weak eflay. T earncﬁly defire.
to declare my obligations, greater indeed than
tongue can tell, or heart can conceive ; and to
give the world fome faint idea, from my parti-
cular cafe, of the excellence of the Augdalen Cha-
rity, and of the inexpreflible, the more than fa-
therly beneficence of its humane and generous
conduétors. : ‘

I have been, Sir, by the goodnefs of a pre-
ferving God, an happy member of this fociety,
an mhabltant of this houfc, almoft from the

day 3
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day ; — the day ever: to be blefled, when the
angels of mercy, by the hands of the worthy
governors, firft opened thefe doors to the daugh~
ters of penitence and diftrefs ! They had not
been opened a month, before they received me ;
.an obje&t .certainly of their proper compaffion,
if diftrefs and anguifh of body and mind have
any claim to compaffion : and greater ‘diftrefs;
more afli&tive anguifh can fcarce be imagined
than mine : diftrefs duly merited, the juft re=
ward of my crimes; anguifh, though great, by
no means equal to the extremity of my guile,
by no means anfwerable to the acrglavated hor-
ror of my tranfgreflions.
For I will freely confefs, that I had not been
a proftitute only, but to enhance my offence, 2
proflitute adultrefs ] Oh Sir, while I write, the
ftharp ftings of upbraiding confcience wound me
to the quick, and the tears of fhame fall from
my eyes. For adultery — fure it is the blackefk
crime, or at leaft fo it appears to me,—an of-
fence againft God, whofe holy command forbids _
"it,— an offence agamﬂ: the blefled Redeemer,
who confirms that command—an offence arramﬁz
the divine fpirit—againft yourfe]f——agamﬁ your
hufband — a double guilt, in which you partake
of another’s fin—how complicated a crime, and:
juftly held fuch (as I am told} in all ages and
nations ! — Yet of this have I been guilty: and
had it not been for the comfortable promifes ¢

O the
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the ineftimable Gofpel, which offers pardon to
the moft heinous fins, on our f{incere repen-
tance,-— promifes applied to the alleviation of
my forrow, with fo much zeal and tendernefs,
by a worthy clergyman,—1I am fure my mind
would have been utterly loft in defpair! But
now, through the grace of him, who accepted to
pardon the denying Peter, who difmiffed the adul-
trefs wife with a go, and fin no more; I, who am
not lefs guilty than either, have hopes, that the
abundance of his goodnefs will be thewed alfo
unto me a fiuner !

But, Sir, for this unfpeakable blefling, how
am [ bound to return thanks for the kind provi-
fion of this heoufe, to which I owe, under God,
my prefervation from immediate and inevitable
deftru&ion. For, furely, the hand of a good
providence cannot be more vifible in any thing,
than in my refcue. May I never be fo unwife
as to forget; may I always think of it, with
thankfulnefs and joy !

My parents left me early to the care of an
-aunt, and to the difficulties of the world: And
very young was I introduced to an acquaintance -
with the greateft difficulties, as well as the vileft
crimes, of this world. For old though I am
in forrow and in fin, I am but young in years:
I had but juft feen my feventeenth year, when
T was admitted into the Magdalen-Houfe! 1 was
fcarcely fifteen, when won by the addrefies of a

neighbouring
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neighbouring young man with whom I had been
acquainted from my childhood, I gave him my
hand and commenced wife. And as my love for
him was paflionate, fo my conduét was blame-
lefs,m We lived fifteen months in much con-
tent ; though we found it hard enough to get
bread. We had few relations and fewer ac-
quaintance : The former pretended total difguft
at our marriage, and forfook us; the latter were
unable to affift us. My hufband had been
brought up to the fea; and finding it imprac-
ticable to get a livelihood for us, on:fhore, de-
termined to try his fortune, and take another
voyage. This you may imagine was painful to
me : but neceflity required it : and we were to
part.—To part, never, never more to meet !

O thou faithful and dear youth—hadft thou /ived
to return ; couldft zhox have received, or could I
have brought a polluted adultrefs to thy arms !
Good God, the dreadful thought ftabs me to
the heart ! That thus I fhould reward, thus
treat an affe@ion tender and honeft as was thine |
Yet, oh deareft fhade, yet oh my departed huf-
band (for I will now call you fuch) yet if fouls
deceafed know any thing of the affairs of this
world, it muft be fome ‘fatisfadtion to behold
this anguifh of my mind, this unfeigned {orrow
for my execrable offence ; and to fee me in the
road to that pardon and forgivenefs, which thro’

E6 the
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the Redeemer,. will minifter an entrance to me
into thofe realms, where I fhall fee thee again,
and fhall never more offend.

Pardon, Sir,’ this digreflion : but when the
heart is full we cannot eafily forbear ——We
parted ; and when I bid adien to the beft of
youths, T bid adiex to all terrcftrial happinefs !
He recommended me at his departure, and often”
before, to the particular care and regard of a
young man; his moft intimate and cffeemed
friend. ¢¢ For God’s fake (faid he, to him,
the night before he left me) dear Harry, be a
friend to my poor wife : you know that when I
leave her, I leave all that is valuable to me up-
on earth. Nothing but extreme neceffity could
drag me from a woman, in whom I have trea-
fured up my foul, and whofle virtues deferve
more affe&tion, if poffible, than I feel for her.
Don’t fee her want, lend her all the afliftance
you are able; I will joyfully repay it, when
(pleafe God) I return: my dear friend, I com-
mit all I love to your tendereft proteétion — be
a father and a guardian to the wife of my bofom
—and her and my prayers fhall ever afcend for
you.” — Grief and fhame incite me to conceal
the reft, grief for the ingratitude of the friend,
fhame for the perfily and infidelity of the detef-
table wife | But belicve me, " Sir, and [ deliver
it wnh the moft folemn truth — it was want,

the
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the importunate calls of hunger and thirft, which
prevailed more than any other perfuafive! you
and thofe, who have never known the extremity
of want, the preffing folicitations of hunger,
are lefs able to judge of their effects: but 1
who have felt them, in their utmoft mifery,
well know, that they are fuperior to almoft all -
arguments.

Remorfe and fhame inftantly poflefled my
mind : but not fufficiently to preferve me from
a repetition of my crime : I can truly fay, that
no wanton pleafure incited ‘me to it : I was
plunged into guilt; I grew heedlefs of myfelf,
and conftant difquietude blackened every mo-
ment of my exiftence. I did not continue long
however in this wretched ftate : for in lefs than
a month I'found myfelf abandoned by the cruel
and falfe friend of my dear hufband ; and, what
was worfe, polluted with a difeafe, of which I
knew neither the name nor the nature !

I clearly faw, and confefled that this was but
the due reward of my crime, and with a de-
fpairing heart, I acknowledged the juftice of
God! In this ftate I courted nothing but death:
1 longed for nothing but diffolution, which I
had no doubt was approaching with hafty fteps
towards me ; and I beheld it with a horrible
and affli¢ting hope! But, alas! the tyrant loves
to keep the children of afiGion iong under

their
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their load, and to haften to thofe who leaft wifh
for his approach, I had determined, however,
to ufe no means either for the recovery of health,
or the prefervation of life. I gave myfelf up
to defpair. I had no friends to apply to, and I
was ordered, by the mafter of the houfe, to leave
the lodgings I had with him, In confequence
of this terrible notice (which was like a thun-
der-clap to me - for while I had a place to
hide my head in, and to weep, it was fome
comfort to me), Iwent in the evening into the
fields adjoining to London, and there I paffed the
melancholy night ~ the moft melancholy, I be-
lieve, poor young creature ever pafled : but the
prelude to a day the moft joyful, that ever rofe
. upon me, and which, I hope, I fhall remember
with everlafting gratitude. — For, in the morn-
ing, as I wandered homewards, fcarce knowing
where I went, and as little caring ; loft in the
refletion on my infurmountable diftrefles; 7
bappened — no, 1 was guided by fome invifible
Angel, fome benevolent minifter of that God, who
fuffereth not a fparrow to perifh unnoticed by
him,—I was guided down that frcet, which will
for ever be celebrated for having blefied fo many
young creatures in the divine AMagdalen- Houfe.
‘T'he particular appearance of the houfe ftruck
me; and I ftood fill to look at it, and to read
the infcription upon it. 'When an bumane gen-
2 tleman

.
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tleman came up to me, and with much kindnefs
faid, ¢ Do you know, child, for whom that
place is defigned !’ Upon my replying, no:
¢ For unhappy young women, faid he; for
thofe who have tranfgrefled the bounds of virtue,
but are forry for it, and defirous to retrieve
their chara&ers.’ -—Upon this I burft into tears ;.
and he defiring me to walk over with him to
the houfe, where the ever to be valued Trea-
furer happened to be; I told them my pitiable
tale, in the general ; acknowledged myfelf an
unhappy profitute, who wifhed to be penitent—
and began to intreat them to have mercy — but
indeed there was no need of intreating. I found
them fo compaflionate and benevolent, that I
conceived good hopes ; and having received
their diretions, I applied that evening to the
committee ; was received into the houfe, and
was faved ! »

Here, Sir, have I been ever fince ; and all' I
wifh is, that I had it in my power to fet forth
the comforts of the place, the kind treatment
we meet with, and the care that is taken to
make us happy both in body and foul; I have
experienced it in the higheft degree: in fick-
nefs, the moft gentle humanity : in health, the
moft friendly encouragements: our apartments
agreeable ; our provifions excellent: every thing
that can contribute to our peace: more, infi-

nitely
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nitely more, than we can deferve even by the
beft behaviour, do we here receive from the
never enough to be applauded beneficence of the
generous promoters of this greateft of charities.
- Pray, Sir, print this, if it be but to unde-
ceive fome poor wretched girls, who imagine
the Magdalen-Houfe, 2 place of confinement and
mifery; and theérefore rather continue in their vile
and deftru&ive courfes, than fly to this houfe of
comfort. Sir, believe me, parental attention
cannot exceed that of our worthy managers. In
my fad illnefles, which the diftrefs of my mind
have brought upon me, I have had full proof — -
and it is "but my duty to fpeak : efpecially as I
owe my prefent being in this life, and all my
future hopes of falvation to the Magdalen. May
God of his rich mercy thower down every blef-
~fing upon all thofe, ‘and all that belong to them,
who aflift in this good undertaking : may it prof-
per in the prefervation of many miferable young
creatures, from perditior: and may I never for-
get to adore the good Lord of heaven, who put
it into the hearts of his fervants to provide fuch
a houfe, and who brought my wandering feet

into its ever blefled doors !
I am, Sir,

-

Your humble fervant,
W,

Another Grateful Magdalen.
N U M-
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NUMBER LIV.

You are a God above us :

B as a God then full of faving mercy.

Mercy, ob mercy, Sir! for his fake mercy,

Who, avhen your flout heart aveeps, fball give you pity.

Beaumont a#zd Fletcher.
)

REAT conquefts, and univerfal viétory,
may gain to 2 man the appellation of hero,
and the eclat of an undiftinguithing multitude:
but aéts of humanity, demonftrations of cle-
mency‘ and mildatfs, will ever recommend to
the efteem of the virtuous and difcerning, far
beyond the moft fplendid fuccefles of undaunted
courage. Nor doth any thing ferve fo much to
enhance our veneration for the heroes of war,
as the occafions they' have taken to fhew them-
felves men, and to manifeft that mercy'and com-
paflion, which is fo honourable to our nature,
Indeed, imagination can fcarcely form to itfelf,
a more defpicable charader, than that of the
man, (if fuch a man can be fuppofed to exift)
who takes pleafure in the dire trade of war, and
rejoices to fpread amidft his fellow-creatures,
confufion, defolation, and waoe.
It .is melancholy to refledt, that amidft the
ample provifion, which Providence hath made
i b for
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for all the human race, there thould burn
in the breafts of any fo devouring a flame as
that of ambition, which ftill*calls for a fupply
to its infatiable fury; and thirfting for more,
permits not to others' the quiet enjoyment. of
their own. ‘Hence is the fword of war drawn;
the inftruments of ‘deftruétion fent forth; and
the peace of multitudes difturbed, to gratify the
folly of ruinous pride. If confcience ever is
awakened in fuch breafts, how great muft be its
terrors ; and how fearful the reprefentation of the
wide and horrible wafte, which the guilty mind
‘muft have before it, and which it muft, with~
trembling, confefs to be the confequence of its
‘own infernal and unlimited paffions ?

" 'However, if in the prefent difordered ftate of
things wars are neceffary, and men will not be
contented to live in mutual harmony and peace;
doubtlefs, ‘it greatly beéhoves thofe, who are con-
cerned in the condu& of them, to a&t with
all poflible humanity, and to alleviate, as much
as they may, the many neceffary and unavoid-
able evils of war. Clemency and compaffion in
all cafes becomes, and in all cafes will redound
as much to their honour, as the brighteft feats
of heroifm : '

No ceremony, that to great ones *longs
Nt the King's crown, nor the deputed fword,

The marfhal’s truncheon, nor the judge’s robe,
Become
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Become them with one half fo good a grace,.
As mercy does :

Indeed the beft idea we have of the:deity, or
at leaft the moft pleafing, and the moft endear-
ing, is taken from that mercy and compaffion,
which affe&ts us all fo delightfully, when difplay-
ed amongft our fellow-creatures. We conceive
this blefled affe&tion to be in its pureft, its con-
fummate excellence in God, who the fcriptures
tell us is Jsve or benevolence—an unwearied wifl
todo good, and to blefs. And there is nothing
mare obfervable in the New Teftament, than
the tender compaffion, which'on all occafions fhew-
ed itfelf in the Son of God. Now, doubtlefs,
the nearer we approach infimilitude to‘the deity,
the nearer we approach ‘to perfe&ion. The
more we excel.in ‘mercy, the more godlike we
- are.—An heathen * could fay, homines ad Dess
nulla re propius accedunt, quam [aluten hominibus
dinds.  Almoft the immediate tranflation of
which is given us, by Shakefpear, whofe ‘words
1 quoted before : g

Wit thou draw near the natare of -the gods ®
Draw neqr them then in being merciful,
Sweet mercy is nobility’s true badge.

And

(1

* Cicero, See the beautics of Shakefpear, vol. ii.
P3g. 235. ;
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And now that I have mentioned this writer,
I cannot omit another paffage from him on the
fubje&, which is fo fine, that it deferves a place
in every memory.

The qutlity of mercy is not ftrain’d ;
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

.. Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleffed ;
It bleffeth him that gfives, and him that takes.
"Tis mightieft in the mightieft ; it becomes
The throned monarch better than :his crown;
His fceptre fhews the force of temporal power,
‘The attribute to awe and majefty,
‘Wherein doth fit the dread and fear of kings ;
But mrercy, is abave the fcepter’d fway,
It is enthroned in the heart of kings :
It is an attribute to God bzm_/eé’,
And earthly power, doth then fhew likeft gods,
When mercy feafons juftice.

And as mercy is thus divine and excellent;
fo it is pleafing to remark, the univerfal com-
placency and delight, which all men fhew, ei-
ther in the fight or in the relation of adts of
mercy. Nothing gives fuch general fatisfadtion
in the thara&ers of great men ; and nothing is
fo frequently. fpoken of, as thofe alts of cle-
fnency, by which they have diftinguifhed them-
felves. We admire . the viétorious conqucror,
and behold him with a kind of terrific appro-

bation ;
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bation : but the humane and compaffionate hero,
we hold to our hearts, and glow with love to
the man. Alexander never appears to fuch ad-
vantage as in the tent of Darius: While we
there behold him foothing the diftrefles of the
widow and the wife, and with the utmoft cle-
menagnd moderation alleviating their forrows,
we are almoft ready with -the captives,- to fall
down at his feet, and embrace the illuftrious
hero! A bhero, then indeed ; for what can be
wanting to finifh his charaéter? If he had died
foon after this action, what a reputation had he
eftablithed,—how great, how honourable !
‘Czfar was not lefs celcbrated for his huma-
nity and mildnefs, than for his unparallelled cou-
rage and conduct. With what clemency did
he always receive his {ubmiflive enemies! We
never obferve any tendency in him to take ven<
. geance: thofe who had moft obftinately and un-
gratefully oppofed, had but to apply, and the
mercy of Cefar ever welcomed them with open
arms. Innumerable inftances might be produ-
ced : That of Brutus is ftriking, whom he re-
ceived with the higheft marks of friendfhip,
after he had fought zigainft him, under the ban-
ners of Pompey; little fufpeéting that this ten-
dernefs would not fuffice to melt his heart, nor
prevent him, from drenching his dagger in his
amiable benefactor’s blood.
3 ‘ Cyrus
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Cyrus ftands firft of all the heroes in anti-
quity for fuperiority in this virtue : ‘his whole
hiftory is an example of it. But there is a
modern hero, Peter the Great of Ruffia, 1 mean,
in whom one would not have expeéted, from:
the barbarity of his nation, fuch delicate touches
of this divine temper; yet, I confefs, his beha-
viour at Narva, always affets me, as one of
the nobleft inftances of humanity to the van-
quithed. Poltaire tells us, ¢ that as foon as the
foldiers were mafters of the town of Narva,
they fell to plunder, and'gave: themfelves up to
the moft enormous barbarities. The Czar ran
from place to place to put a ftop to this difor-
der.and maflacre. 'He' was even obliged to kill
with bis own hands feveral Mufeovites, who did
not hearken to his orders.” How glorioufly
fevere! How much muft the grateful citizens
of Narva; how much muft all pofterity admire
the fteady attachment of his foul to generous
clemency !

I will readily grant you, that under a difpen-
fation like the chriftian, the grand and ruling
commandment of which is mutual benevolence,
is mercy, ‘is compaflion—we may juftly expect
higher inftances of thefe virtues, than in a lefs
énlightened ftate. ~ And I am pleafcd to re-
mark, that higher inftances may be produced ;
many, in the courfe of this prefent war:
it which our gallant countrymen have not
more diftinguifhed themfelves by their valour,

than
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than by their humanity; a praltice which we
furely muft wifh to prevail, as it is the moft
probable method to fecure his protection, who
commands us to be merciful even as be is merciful,
and who is able to crown their endeavours with
fuccefs, who court his aid ;—for he is omnipo-
tent.—Under fuch commanders what may we
not expet ! Under commanders, whofe letters
fpeak in fuch affe&ting and noble terms as thefe ;
. I found the inbabitants of the parifh of Sorrel
had deferted their habitations and were in arms: I’
was therefore under the cRUEL NECEsSITY of
burning the greateft part of thefe poor people’s houfes.
I prAY Gob, this example may fuffice: For mx -
NATURE REVOLTS, when this becomes a neceffary
part of ny duty.” *

Who that reads this can doubt of the virtue
and excellence of the heart that diétated ? Every
Briton hath heard. of the courage of the hand
that wrote it;;—and muft read with a generous
concern, that the effelts of laft winter bave lamed
this amiable man, fo that it is with difficulty, be can
write at prefent—lamed him in the caufe of his
country, and to fecure to his countrymen the
moft valuable acquifitions '—A- perfect firanger
as is “the writer of thefe lines to the worthy’
perfonage referred to, he begs leave only to ob--
ferve, that as this part of his letter occafioned the
thoughts foregoing, fo he hopes his readers will

apply”

* See Gen. Murray’s letter to My, Pitt, on the taking
of Montreal.

v
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apply them : apply them to him who fo -juftly
merits the univerfal efteem of his fellow fub-
je&ts :—An efteem, which certainly we can
never with-hold from all thofe illuftrious comman-
ders, who forfake the bed of eafe and fatisfac
tion, for the fatigues and hardfhips of a diffi-
cult war ; from all thofe honefi countrymen of ours,
who endure the feverities of long and dangerous
campaigns, to fecure to us at home the happy
poffeflion_of bleﬂings, fuperior to what any.
other nation hath to boaft.

NUMBER LV

Of fifbes next—I wou’d enquire :
“ From the fmall fry that glide on Fordan’s ﬂream,
Unmark’d, a multitude wwithout a name :

To that Leviathan aho o'er the feas, ?

Jmmenfe rolls onward bis impetuous ways :

And mocks the wind, and in tie tempefl plays. S
Priog.

\HE Animal and wvegetable produétions of

the Ocecan, are not lefs marvellous in
thémfelves, nor lefs declarative of the wifdom
and goodnefs of the great Defigner, than the
particulars which we have already confidered:
of this we fhall be abundantly convinced, if we

contemplate the frame, the variety, ‘the wsility of
: the
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the former.—Some of them are wrapped up in
Jeales, which are at the fame tirhe /ight enough’
to buoy them up in the water, and fs/id enough,

to prevent external evils: fials which adhere -

clofely to their bodies, and are always laid in a
kind of natural oil ; while their fins ferve in-
ftead of wings to bear them with an amazing
rapidity through the liquid element. Indeed.
their whole ftruGure is curious, and would well
repay a more accurate inveftigation than can be
ufed in a paper of this kind. But I maft not
omit to mention, as a peculiar provifion of Pro-
vidence, that curious inftrument the air-bladder,
wherewith they are furnifhed ; by contracting
or dilating which, they increafe or diminifh
their {pecific gravity, and either fink or rife in
the witers, as they pleafe.—A firmer covering
than feales is provided for others: they are fe-
cured in fhells, exquifite in their workmanthip,
amazingly elegant in their {ymmetry, and fupe-
rior to the fineft enamel in their polith: fhells
which ferve as a kind of impregnable bulwark,

and are a natural defence to them, againft the -

depredanons of their ravenous foes. _

But while we admire the woeranfhlp in
the fealy or fhelly generation : the wariety, fo ob-
vious to our view, mufl immediately occur to
us; though it no fooner occurs, than we are
loft in the aftonithing fpeculation. Could we

Vou. I, F read :

v

-
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read over the diftinét catalogue of the different
kinds, from the huge Leviathan, monarch of the
deep, to the minute and almoft indifcernible in~
habitant of the waters, to the Smelt, or the Min-
now : we fhould perceive, that neither the ani-
mal, nor the feathered creation could boaft ei-
ther a more numerous, or a more diverfified
race. The peculiarity of fhapes obfervable in
fome, the wonderful qualities difcovered in
others, ftill enhance our furprize at the inex-
hauftible wifdom of the Creator. The Sword-
JSifb, and the Polypus ; the Torpedo, the Cuttle-fifb,
and the Nautilus, are inftances amongft a thou-
fand : and ferve to prove to us, that the Deity
is confined to no one mode of aflion ; but that
he is no lefs diverfified in the manner, than in
the matter of his productions.—For the variety
in the fbelly tribe, we refer our inquifitive reca-
ders to the cabinets of the curious, and to the
grottos of the polite—fo much the tafte of our
prefent times, and properly the tafte, if the fur-
vey of fuch beautiful and variegated producti-
ons, tend to elevate the mind, and to lift the
foul in grateful adoration to that God of won-
der and wifdom, who formed all thefe things,
and gave them to man, as a glafs wherein he
might fee lively traces of his almighty Creator !~
How amiable will it be, if while the fair
hands of our Britith ladies difpofe their va-
¢ 4 rious
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rious arnd polithed fhells,: with .all the ele-
gance of fancy; they remember at the fame
time, whofe unparallelled’ wifdom produced
thefe beauties of nature ; and admonithed here-
by of his excellence, refolve to be moft ex-
cellent themfelves, by paying him unremitted ho-
nour. ' i

But the Deity (though never negleftful of
beauty and harmony in his works) 'is rot ufed
to confult variety and elegance alone : Utility is
the great end of his creation : -and’ where: is it
more difcernible than in that part, which we at
prefent contemplate? The inhabitants of the
deep not only fupply the tables of the rich and
wealthy with a continual repaft; but afford the
poorer children of the earth a happy provi-
fion, which in many cafes they attain, with
the utmoft eafe, and which in all cafes they at-
tain at the fmalleft expence. ' And ‘not only
food, but other advantages are derived from the
watery race : the hale 'is a fufficient proof:
induftry and commerce ¢an ‘alfo bring inftances
from fifbes, of a fize contemptible; though not
in advantage inferior even to the /#7hale /

There is one particular more refpefting the
natives of the deep, which deferves to be men=
tioned, and that is their amazing increafe. As
they live upon each other, prodigious devafta-
tions enfue : and therefore the Creator hath or-

F2  deined,
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dained, that their reparation fhould be as prodi-
gious, ‘They bring forth by thoufands and mil-
lions ! Mr. Petit found 342,144 eggs in the hard
roe of a carp, fixteen inches long: and Mr.
Lewenhoeck counted in a cod of an ordinary fize
9,384,000 eggs ! how wonderful a fecundity !
and how well adapted to the exigencies of the
watery world, where fo great depredations are
made continually, not only by the inhabitants
one upon another, but alfo by man, who fpreads
univerfal havock -through creation, to fupply
his necefiities !

With refpeét to the vegetable produtions of
the deep, the ftony coral, the pellucid amber, the _
fibrous fea-weed, &c. we fhall only obferve,
that the manner of their growth is peculiar:
they fhoot not, as other vegetables, their fibres
iuto the foil, and thence drink their fupport: but,
fed by the circumambient waters, they adhere
even to the moft f{olid rocks,. and are tacked, as
it were, to the hardeft flints, only to be fecur-
ed from the random agitation of the waves.,
Such is the diverfity of the divine works ! a di-
verfity, obfervable in his dealings with men,
who, endued with different talents, appear in dif-
ferent ftations, and are called to different em-
ploys, each concurring, with confummate har-
mony, to the proper conduét and perfection of
the great Creator’s plan!— We may alfo juft
obferve, that to the productions of the ocean, as

well
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well as to the waters of it, health oweth many
obligations : for many things ufeful and effica-

cious in medicine are derived from thence. |
But while I ftand on the fhore, and behold
the waters on one hand thundering with impe-
tuous violence againft the vaft cliffs, which rear
their mighty heads, as it were in contempt,
over the infolent waves : and on the other hand,
behold the foaming billows die away,  not
daring to advance on the level fand ; I am in
doubt which moft to admire, the greatnefs of
the former, or the weaknefs of the latter, by
which this reftlefs element is controuled ! It
would feem moft confonant to our ideas, that
impregnable cliffs and precipices fhould be the
‘boundary of the vaft deep : but cliffs and preci-
pices feem, in many cafes, rather a providential
defence of the fhore, than limits appointed to
the waves : the fand is the barrier afiixed by
omnipotence.—The fand, impotent and weak,
yet, through God’s ordination, rendered more for-
cible than a wall of brafs | and thus he conftant-
ly difplays his power : making things in appear~
ance moft impotent, produtive of the greateft
eftelts | Fear ye not me, faith the Lord, will ye
not tremble at my prefence, who have placed the
Jand for the bound of the fea, by a perpetual decree,
that it cannot pafs it : and though the waves thereof
tofs themfelves, yet can they not prevail : though they
rear, yet can they not pafs over it'!~~So let the
F 3 waves
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waves of wickednefs and inﬁde]ity roar againft
that church, which was founded in weaknefs,
by the crucifixion of a defpifed Galilean, yet fhall
they not prevail: God’s ftrength is made perfeé&t
in weaknefs.

The Secriptures prefent the fea to us, in its
troubled ftate, as an emblem of the wicked man:
The wicked are like the troubled fea, when it cannot
reff : whofe waters caft up mire and dirt. And a
ftronger emblem cannot well be imagined : for
the foul deeds of iniquity are noxious as the of-
fenfive weeds and filth of the fea, and the con-
fcience, continually in terrors, knows nothing

- of that placid calm and fmiling repofe, which
lodges in the good man’s breaft. Let the paffio-
pate and iniquituous contemplate the ocean, in
this view ; and intreat him, who commanded the
winds and the waves into peace, to hufh their
tempeftuous diforders, and to introduce the fweet
calm of virtue into their fouls,

Many moralifts have compared life to the
ocean : which how fmooth foever it may feem to
_invite us to its furface; the calm is deceitful, and
will not longeontinue ; ftorms and tempefts will
arife and tofs the troubled veffel. While we fail
through life, we muft not expect a perpetual fe-
renity : Difficulties, trials and affliGtions await
all .mankind ; and happy they, who can fleer
their veflel fafe amidft them into the harbour of
everlafting reft !

Thither
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Thither are we tending ; thither time is bear-
ing us along, however we may not perceive the
fteady motion: and like the river defcending
adown its channel, with a conftant and unwea-
ried pace, to difcharge its waters into the ocean,
fo are we haftening to the great ocean of eter-
nity, which muft receive all the fireams of this
life, and in the end, fwallow ‘up even time it-
felf ! Through whatever windings and intrica-
cies they pafs, the rivers flill keep on an unva-
ried courfe, and travel with regular uniformity
to the deftined end. But alas, how different is
the human condut! Affured though we are,
that the important day is approaching, we for-
get to prepare, nay, we live in pradtices which
are immediately oppofite to preparation. We
turn our ftreams backward, as it were, and
ftrive all we can not only to forget eternity, but
to forget it, by fuch methods, as will render it
horrible, when we are compelled to launch into
it. Wife men will purfue a different method ;
and remembering, that no human arts or efforts
can fave from death; like the ftream, gliding
uniformly to the ocean, they will in all their
attions maintain a conftant refpect to their end,
and move on with time, in the unwearied prac-
tice of all thofe duties, which, through their
Redeemer, will infallibly render eternity blefied.

@ o i N U M-
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NUMBER LVL

LQui non wetat peccare, cum poffit, jubet.
SENECA.

To the VisiTOR,

B3 IR,

HE bufinefs of a periodical writer, is not

only to amufe but to inftru&. Not only
to inftruét, but to benefit. Not only ¢ tocatch
the manners living as they rife,” to decypher
the reigning charadters, and develope the reign-
g follies of his times ; but alfo to offer fuch
hints, and propofe fuch fchemes, as may be ufe-
ful to the public, and tend to the advantage of
the community. As you profefs yourfelf"not
only a man of Candour, but a Philanthropift; 1
am fatisfied you will be watchful of what may
concern the public good, fo far as it is connec-
ted with your province ; and therefore will not
refufe admittance to the remarks which I take
the liberty to fend you.

I am pleafed, Sir, to obferve, that in our
days, fuch a fpirit for improvement prevails,
that we rife fuperior to the prejudices of former
times, and can without remorfe, knock down
our old incommodious gates, and widen our

many
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many incenvenient paffages. This fpirit, I hope,
will carry us much farther, than merely exter-
nal accommodations. It feems already to be
operating ; and it muft be a fatisfaction to every
inhabitant of this opulent city, to find that fome
methods are taking to deliver us from thofe
nuifances in our ftreets, which are a fcandal to
our police and religion.’

The word Pslicc immediatély reminds me of a
magiftrate, who, if he were indeed zealous for
the reformation-of Evil, would by all means
ftrike at this wewroy Wevdoe, this deteftable pol-
lution, which opens the flood gates to every evil.
I will frankly acknowledge, that I have a good.
opinion of this perfon, and would not willing-
ly change it: As I have alfo of another, whe,
though his rival in magiftracy, is not lefs inte=
refted, I perfuade myfelf, in the public good.
But I muft own, it ftrangely alarms and fhocks
me to think, that harlotry and impudence thould
abound moft under thefe gentlemen’s nofes, and
that houfes fhould be licenfed fo near them,
which are defiled continually with the moft in-
fernal iniquity. Impudence no longer courts the
fhade. - Let any man walk up a certainftreet
leading from the S¢rand, and he will fee num-
bers of unhappy proftitutes, in the broad day-
light, plying their miferable trade ! Cannot this
be prevented %—If not, where'is decency ? If it
can, where are our magiftrates { They are not

ignorant of thefe things.
s We
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We hear with horror of the increafe of mur-
ders'; but” we fhall hear of more with the in=
creafe of proftitutes: and proftitutes will in-
creafe, "if they are not difcouraged.—Watch-
fuly as they efteem themfelves for the intereft of
the ftate, fome I know will cry out, ¢ What
then, would you allow no proftitutes,—or would
you have licenfed ftews; in the former cafe,
greater evils probably will enfue; the latter is
inconfiftent (with' Chriftianity !’ Oh wondrous
zeal for Chriftianity ! You can talk of the in-
confiftency of ftews with that holy religion, when
you know, that our very refpectable gravity ad-
mits of bagnio’s and_ bawdy-houfes innumera-
ble ; and of houfes profefledly fuch :—let us hear
thén no more of your religious fcrupulofity, As
to. the total removal of harlbis, that is neither
poflible to be effeCted, nor is it at all intended.
We only wifh that they might not be fuffered to
triumph in the eye of the fun, and to moleft
the capital ftreets of our metropolis, to the de-

firuction of many, and the nuifance of all.
While I write, a2 mournful inftance of their
pernicious malignity is before me. An inftance
which I fear might eafily be parallelled. The
wife of my neighbour * * ¥, lies in all the di-
ftrefs of that difeafe, which was communicated
to her by her hufband, by means of an acci-
dental commerce with on¢ of thefe daughters
of poifon. - He is a man of as much fobriety,
worth,



Nes6. THE VISITOR. 107
worth, and integrity, as moft men; but one
night fpending his evening not far from Temple-
Bar, he was overcome with wine ; and in his way
home picked up by one of thefe women, whom,
when igorant, alas! of right or wrong— he
unbappily attended.  The confequence was
terrible, more terrible, as his wife fhared in it;
more terrible ftill, as he concealed, and fhe did
not know the caufe of her complaint, which
negleéted, and ftriking in with other diforders,
hath ruined ber, and made him the moft wretch-
ed of human beings! If .there were only one
fuch cafe as this, furely it well deferves the at-
tention of the community, to route thefe women
from their public haunts, and to.confine them
to the out-lets of the city: But how many fuch
inftances might- daily be produced? and how
many parents unite with me in the requeft to all
concerned, that they would ufe their beft efforts,
and fecure their fons from that deftruction, which
threatens them fo much at prefent, and in which
fo many young people have been over-whelmed,
to ;the inexpreflible angulfh of their broken-
hearted parents.

It is certain thefe common ftreet-walkers me-
rit no compafiion, .as the ‘benevolence of our
times hath provided a refource for them, from
this miferable way of life.. | Before the inftitu-
tion of the Aagdalen Houfe, we ufed to fay, and
they ufed to .tell us,—¢¢ Alas! where can we

F6e ~ go—
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go—how can we get free from this way of life?”
—Now they have the impudence to cry—<< Oh,
there is the Magdalen for them by and bye, and
it is time enough to repent.” Which plainly
proves, they are vile upon principle ; and there-
fore deferving more contempt than the beaft
that perifhes. The Magdaln certainly is not
meant for fuch as thefe: and that excellent cha-
rity can never be ferviceable to wretches, who
take a delight in the fouleft vices, in the filth
of proftitution, in drunkenefs, blafphemy and
obfcenity.—And can men take delight in fuch
women ! Ye fons of lewdnefs, know your own
advantage better, and leave fuch unworthy ob-
jeéts, while you court the inexpreflibly fuperior
pleafure of virtuous affe&tion !

As this, Sir, feemed a proper time to throw
in thefe hints, T was willing not to let it flip:
men feem to be thinking of thefe things, and
therefore every obfervation may be of fervice :
I earneftly with, that to the honour of our
prefent times, we may add this alfo: and that
we may be as zealous to promote the dominion

of virtue, and good manners at home, as our brave

countrymen are to promote our glory abroad.
And now that T am upon the fubjet, fuffer
me juft to add, that in clearing the ftrects of
proftitutes, we fhould alfo endeavour to clear
them of that fhamelefs tribe called ballad-fingers,
who are a kind of pandar to thieves, and who
go
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go about to fummon attentive gaping circles;
that thefe gentlemen may ferve their own pur-
pofes.—Common beggars too ought by no means
to be fuffered : they have all parifh provifions. I
know the objections made to thefe, and.I may
poffibly fend you fome hints on parih work-
houfes, officers, &c. if you infert this. One
way to deliver us from the pain and importunity
of beggars, would be an univerfal refolution not
to give them any thing. If we imagine we are
doing good, and are charitable in giving to
them, we grievoufly err. We are not doing
good but evil, fupporting idlenefs and vice; and
_this cannot be charity.

Sir, I have long had the honour to be a mer-
chant of this refpetable city; and as I have
feen with pleafure many excellent fchemes for
public benevolence planned and perfeted ; fo I
have no doubt but there is fo much zeal in my
countrymen, as to animate them to the.cxecu-
tion of thefe ufeful improvements alfo.

I am with much efteem,

Yours, &ec. .
J.

N U M-



110 THE VISITOR., N¢*g7.

NUMBER LVII

oo Only add
Deeds'to thy knoavledge anfwerable ; add faith,
Add wirtue, patience, temperance, add love
By name to come, call’d charity, the Soul
Of all the vefl 5 then avilt thon not be loath
To leavve this paradife, bur fbalt poffefs
A paradife, within thee, happier far.

Mivron.

o the VisiToR.

SIR,

N my former letters, wherein I have pro-
pofed to delineate, in fome meafure, the
excellence of the chriftian religion, it hath been
obferved, ¢¢ that the perfe&tion of ‘its laws ;  the
perfuafivenefs of its motives to obedience ; and
the very awful nature of'its fanétions,” are high
recommendations of it, and ftrong proofs of its

excellence, ' :
If you «compare the morality of the chriftian
fyftem, with that of the wifeft and beft of the
heathen philofophers, with that of Secrates or
Cicero, who indifputably claim the pre-eminence
in the fchool of antient philofophy, you will
not hefitate 2 moment, where to afcribe the fu-
periority, Indeced there neither is, nor can be
properly
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properly any comparifon. Since the perfe&tion
of moral laws depends, not only upon a right
knowledge of ourfelves, but alfo of God; and
as the heathens had the moft improper and in-
adequate idea of the Deity, it was impoffible that
their laws refpe&ing piety towards him, could
have any degree of perfeétion. The chriftian
revelation which hath given us a juft notion of
the omnipotent Ruler of the world, hath alfo
given us juft notions of that duty, which we
owe to Him — of that lwe, fear, reverence, 1wor-
Shipy bumility, dependence, and refignation, and all
thofe other offices of piety, which are at once
fo reafonable in their own nature, and fo con-
ducive to the perfeétion of ours.

And as to that morality, which concerns ei-
ther ourfelves or the public, which tends .to the
peace of individuals, or the happinefs of fo-
ciety ; it is not eafy to conceive any {cheme
wrought up to a greater degree of excellence ;
or more beautifully calculated to promote the
great ends defigned. Unlike, very unlike the
heathen moralifts, the great chriftian Lawgiver
lays the foundation of our private happinefs and
duty, in a temper and difpofition, to which the
wifeft of antient times were fo much ftrangers,
that they had not even a word in their ]anguage
to exprefs it *,  Humility is the virtue I mean
that poverty of Jfpirit, upon which the firft blef-

fing

* See Jortin’s Difc, 7th ad fin,
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fing is pronounced, in our Saviour’s fermon on
the Mount, which fingly may well be efteemed
fuperior to all the ethics of antiquity.

Wemay hereagain obferve, that as the heathens
were no lefs ignotant of the true nature of man,
than of God; of his originally perfe&t and now
fallen ftate ; it was no lefs impoffible, that their
morality fhould be right, with refpect to him, than
with refpet to God. For as the duties we owe
to God, arc certainly founded upon the nature
of God; fo the duties we owe to ourfelves,
and our obligations to virtue, certainly de-
pend upon the right knowledge of our own
nature, circumftances and relations. Hence a
knowledge of ourfelves is and hath been gene-
rally efteemed the firft ftep in the path of virtue,
On which account that ancient faying, Know
thyfelf, though fo little underftood, was fo gene-
rally prized, and efteemed fo full of wifdom,
that nothing lefs than a God was imagined ca-
pable of delivering it. ¢ J¥z very juftly fuppofe
that faying, Know thyfelf, fays Cicero, to have been
delivered to us from the gods themfelves.

But if the heathen morality was deficient in
this firft branch of the chriftian, and never dreamt
of fo elevated a perfeion, as that which is but
the firft ftep in the fchool of Chrift ; what fhall
we fay, of their total ignorance of that internal
purity, which the laws of Chrift fo exatly enjoin!
For not the outward act only, but the inward in-

tention
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tention is direted and regulated by his holy pre-
cepts, who fees, who knows, and who eftimates
men by the thoughts of their hearts, This is
going to the root of the matter, and eftablifhing
virtue and holinefs upon the moft folid bafis, It
is not enough for theschriftian to abftain from
external violence, impurity and intemperance :
the vices muft be eradicated ; the very inclina-
“tions mortified ; and the contrary virtues culti-
vated in their utmoft extent. Thus a method
is divinely propofed to heal all the evils of
difordered, and to introduce all the bleflings and
harmony of regulated affe&tions. For as all vice
is produétive of mifery, aflitive to the confci-
ence, painful in the recolle&tion, and deftructive
of the nobler faculties of the foul ; foan uniform
and inward attachment to virtue, a love of her
ways, and a fteady perfeverance in them, dif-
fufes the fofteft calm of ferenity, fupplies. the
{weetnefls of perfeét content, and gives the moft
fatisfaCtory foretafte of celeftial and confuminate
felicity. —

We obferve, that no other fyftem but the
chriftian was adequate to the ‘produétion of
this heart-felt felicity. The heathens indeed,
with much propriety, have. talked of the beauty
of virtue, and the deformity of vice. But as
they never knew the fublime precepts of humi-
lity, of forgivenefs, of univerfal love; it was
impoffible, that the foul could enjoy unruffied
felicity, fince whatever of pride, of malice, or of

Enuys
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envy, remains unfubdued in the heart, fo much
of mifery and unhappinefs unavoidably muft re-
main. Chriftianity therefore, whofe firft pre-
cepts teach the conqueft of thefe, is not only
fuperlatively excellent in itfelf, but-above all
things worthy the acceptation of every wife and
rational man.

But if the morality of Chrift is calculated to
produce the trueft picty towards God, and the
moft perfe&t private felicity, fo is it equally cal-
culated to promote the peace of fociety, and to
advance the public tranquillity and happinefs.
That one fingle rule invariably purfued, (if the
evil paffions of men would fuffer them invari-
,ably to- purfue it) Whatfoever ye would that men
Jhould do unto you, do ye alfo unto them ; could not
fail to render fociety delightful. Why it is not
invariably purfued, may too eafily be accounted
for.” But this is no objection: to the rule itfelf ;
-and we are only fpeaking now, of the nature and
tendency of the Chriftian laws. I muft confefs,
however, thatI never think upon this fubje&,
without a pleafing admiration of the divine wif-
dom, which hath fo amiably and fo excellently
comprifed our duty to each other, in that one
word — Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf !
How plain to every comprehenfion ; yet fo per-
fe&t, that all the united wifdom of man can
contrive nothing more complete ! How lovely
alfo, to win us to our duty by the moft endear-

ing



Negsi. THE VISITOR. 115

ing affe&tion, and to derive our obligatious to
mutual good will, from the mutual relation we
bear to each other. How vain, how ufelefs,
would be the long labours of cafuifts, and all
the precifion of moral theorifts ; if men would
bear this divine precept, engraved as it were on
-their honeft hearts ; and unite in a brotherly
concern, and fympathetic tendernefs for each
other’s welfare! Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thy-
Jelf — canft thou then injure, revile, defraud,
opprefs and ruin him, — can{t thou work any ill
to him ! — nay, canft thou with-hold thy hand
from doing him all the good in thy power ;—wilt
thou not readily affit, comfort, ferve, fupport,
and render him all the fervices thou art able ?
Certainly, if you are a Chriftian indeed ; if you
-believe the word of Chrift, if you expeét.a fu-
ture reward ; if you have any dependence upon
him, whofe bve to you conftrained him to die for
you : certainly if you have any reverence for
the word of God, or any love for yourfelf, you
will not only remember, but conftantly condu&
yourfelf by that complete precept—of univerfal
love.

An attention to this fingle precept, and -a fe-
rious confideration of its extenfive utility, will
fuffice abundantly to thew the fuperlative excel-
lence of the morality of Chrift, above that of
all other teachers; and confequently will fug-

geft
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geft to us a very ftrong and convincing argu-
ment in proof of his Meﬂiahfhlp But this by
the way, — I fhould now proceed to fpeak of
the perfuafive motives and awful fanétions, which
invite and perfuade us to a conformity with
thefe facred laws. But for this, I muft intreat
the favourable allowance of a future admiffion
into your paper.

Suffer me at prefent, only briefly to remark,
that thofe men, who prefume to difcountenance
the morality of Chrift, and who take upon them
to oppofe and revile his facred precepts, even
under a notion of doing greater honour to his
free grace as they call it, certainly deferve the
fevereft reproofs, and merit the univerfal difap-
probation of mankind. ‘There is nothing plain-
er, than that the abfolute neceflity of mioral
duties is inculcated, throughout the writings of
Chrift and his apoftles; and woe be to them,
who endeavour to loofen the folemn obligati-
ons ; who, under ftrange ideas of righteoufnefs ex-
ternally imputed, would infer the non-importance
of an internal righteoufnefs, wrought in the
heart, and difplayed in the life; who under
wild notions of /legal dependencies would ‘ex-
plode the pure and holy love of the Chriftian
gofpel 3 who would introduce all the impurity
and defilement of heathenifm, under the hypo-

-~ critical pretence of fuperior fanétity 5 and all the
filth
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filth of accurfed Antinomianifm, under the cloak
of zeal for the grace of Chrift ! ‘

But while we juftly abhor fuch abominable
maxims and deftruétive do&trines, let us take care,
that we do not condemn ourfelves; and vainly
boaft of the excellence and fuperiority of the chrif-
ftian morality, while we ourfelves are yet not fo
exemplary, as good heathens. It is indeed un-
pleafing to remark, how very many Chriftians
fall fhort of the morality of the heathens, in
temperance, juflice, chaflity, piety, meeknefs, bene-
wolence] What avails it to you, who profefs your-
felf a Chriftian, that no laws are fo pure, cle-
vated, extenfive, divine, as the laws of Chrift,
while you never think of dire&ing your con-
du@ by them ! Oh ridiculous and fhocking ;
you boaft of the chriftian morality, and are
yourfelf immoral. In the name of fober re-
flettion, afk yourfelf, I befeech you, ¢ Where-
fore did Chrift deliver thefe laws ?”” And ¢ What
fhall T be able to anfwer the great Judge, when
he reminds me, that he plainly faid to me, in
the gofpel —Thefe words are to judge you at the

laft day.”’
I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.
M.
N U M-
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NUMBER LVIL’

ng s, who are fathers, live but in their people.
DrypEn.

Such Kings, like flars, with influence umoqﬁn’d,

'S/mze awith propitious afped on mankind :

Favour the innocent, reprefs the bold ;

And awhile they flourifl, make an age of gold !
WaLLxr.

HEN the inimitable author of that

fine allegoric poem of Telemachus, intro-
duces his young hero to the future place of re-
wards and punifhments, he takes efpecial care to
mark out to him the miferable fate of 444, and
the fuperlative felicity of good Kings ; of Kings,
renowned for their wifdom, juftice, and benefi-
cence ; whom he places in honour, and blifs,
far above the heroes renowned for their valour
and military atchievinents. ¢ Thofe who have
reigned with juftice, and have had a tender love
for their people (fays he *) were the favourites
of the gods. While Achilles and Agamemnon, full
of their quarrels and battles, do ftill even here
retain their turbid difpofitions, and difcontent-
ed pride, — Fufl Kings, purified by the divine
light which feeds them, have nothing more to
defire to complete their happinefs: with eyes of

coms-
% See the Adventures of Telemachus, B. 1g.
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compaffion they behold the reftleflnefs of mor-
tals; and the great defigns, which diftraét the
thoughts of ambitious men, appear to them, like
the fports of children; their hearts are reple-
nifhed with truth and virtue, which they draw
at the fountain-head ; they have nothing more
to fuffer either from themfelves or from others ;
no more uneafy appetites, no more neceflities,
no more fears! every thing is at an end with
them, except their joy, which is endlef !

Yes, * gracious Monarch ; yes, thou Father of
thy people; yes, univerfally-beloved Sovereign;
the tender tears of thy fubjelts, thy children; the
unaffe&ed concern, which throbs at e\'éry heart,
and melts in every eye, pathetically exprefs their
venerable efteem, their filial love of thee; their
filent .and dejeted grief, more fpeakingly than
all the powers of eloquence, proclaim thy title
to that blifsful region, where good Kings reft
in undifturbed pleafure ; where cares, and fears,
.and anxieties ceafe ; where honours fade not,
and where joy is endlefs !

Oh how pleafing to yield our breath, and pay
the laft fad neceflary debt, lamented by the voice
of general love; bewailed by the tear of uni-
verfal affe@ion; embalmed in the precious me-
mory of reverential, grateful efteem! How plea-
Aing to die, as it were, in the arms of regretful

weeping

* This paper was written the mprnin‘g after the late
King’s death,
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weeping anxiety ; to leave a longing dcfire of us
behind, and to ceafe to exift, ere we ceafe to be
valuable and neceflary ! — This was the happy
lot of our departed Sovereign ; on whom the fa-
vour of heaven feems to have fhed its choiceft
bleflings. Formed by nature for royalty, he
early thewed thofe great and fhining qualities,
which adorn the princely diadem. Undaunted
courage diftinguifhed him in the field; firmnefs
and fortitude, tempered with mild clemency,
and melting compaffion, befpoke him worthy to
fuftain the difficulties of empire. It is true, the
glaring alls of conqueft, and the founding eclat
of military prowefs fill the trumpet of fame
with the loudeft breath : but the ftill and noble
virtues, which cultivate and blefs a people, as
they merit the higheft honour, fo do they add
the trueft dignity to the man. George the 11d,
had enough of the fire of heroifin to have won
him immortal renown in the tented field, had
he been luftful of fuch glory: but he was happy
enough to move in another, and a better fphere;
and to fhine, like a good ftar, with a benign in-
fluence, - on mankind. He was a friend of li-
berty ; and though born a King, he was not
only anxious to fecure that firft of bleflings to
his own fubjeéts, but he may be juftly ftiled the
general affertor of human liberty ; and it may
be faid of him with the ftriCteft truth, that he
never drew the fword in ony other caufe. Ne

other caufe could have prevailed with a Prince
of
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of his generous nature to draw the deftru&ive
fword. For can ‘we imagine, that HE, who
fzzrce ever figned the neceﬁ'ary inftrument of
condemned malefaltors execution, without tears
and the moft uneafy rcluétance; can we ima-
gine, that HE, who could fhed the pitying
drops over his brave young General’s grave ; —
that HE could commiffion the inftruments of
ruin, without concern; or fend forth the mini-
fters of deveftation, without the mof’c preﬁ‘mo"
neceflity ? ! ,
'The fplendid virtues of heroifm may render
us eminent in the tongues of men; the endear-
ing virtues of humanity can alone render us be-
loved by our neareft friends and domeftics. . Afk
them, and they will tell you,"if their brimful
hearts will allow them utterance, that their gra-
cious maffer was not more great, than good ;
that every focial excellency adorned the man ;
that they have loft the friend, the father, the
benefa&tor ! Uniform and regular in his acti-
ons ; fteady in his attachments; grave, calm,
and magnanimous in his difpofition; and admir-
able for his moderation and ftriét temperance
‘The fun rarely found him afleep 'on his pil-
low ; but with its rifing rays faluted the illuftri-
ous King, bending the fuppliant knee before the’
throne of the King of Kings ! And it deferves,
remarking, that at this lyaur, when he had juft
performed his morning-duty, and fitted himfelf,
Vou. IL G as
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as it were, for heaven ; the call to glory came;
and without a pang, almoft without a groan,
the kind hand of his heavenly Father, received
his foul to himfelf ! Received him, after having
indulged him to us, for a long feries of impor-
tant years: and bleft him with fuch felicities,
as have rarely fell to the lot of Kings, to the
ot of the moft favoured and happy of Princes.
For it was his, to fee his people united in the
firmeft concord, and moft friendly union; fuch
as Britain never before experienced, fuch as her
annals cannot parallel, in her moft fortunate
days | It was his tofee indignant fattion perifh,
and languithing party wafte diminifhed into
death ! It was his to fee 2 thankful harmonious
people joyfully concurring with all his com-
mendable meafures; and contending how moft
to exprefs their zeal and their love! It was his
to fee the flag of his kingdom ride triumphant
over the fubje&t deep; it was his to behold the
Britifb Lion roufed to unufual courage, and vic-
torious in every quarter of the globe. It was
his, to reczive valuable acquifitions to his crown ;
and conquefts of the moft important nature ;
made ftill more inportant and more valuable,
by the notable conduc and unequalled bravery
of thofe who gained them! For, to the glory
of our King, and of our times, let it be remem-
bered, that no period can produce a more plen-
tiful harvelt of truly gallant and heroic actions.

i But
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But let us add, to the peculiar felicity of our.
deceafed monarch: It was his, to fee his fub-
je&ts of thefe happy iflands, rejoicing amidft a
the delights and bleflings of peace, while war’s
dreadful terrors fhook almoft the world around !
I¢ was his to fee commerce flourith with unwont-
ed vigour, to fee the riches of nations poured
into his harbours, and his Exchange the grand
mart of the glebe ! To fee wealth abound;, the
arts flourith ; and benevolence rear aloft her celef-
tial head, executing plans of humanity, which
would add a fuperlative luftre to every age!
Happier ftill, if heaven had indulged him with
the fight of honourable peace reftored to oppreft
mankind — There had then remained little of
felicity more to have been prefented to his view.
—But this pleafing fight, this gentle and all-
inviting peace is referved, we truft, for his eyes,
to whom the fceptre of his fathers defcends ;
and to whom the monarch of our love muft have
refigned it with peculiar fatisfaction. For, once
more ; it was hjs to fee, not only a numerous
pofterity, to fecure happy and uninterrupted fuc-
ceffion in his line; but to behold a truly royal
grandfon, heir of his virtues, and.of his crown ;
and early manifefting all thofe qualifications,
which are neceffary to conftitute the good King,
and the great man ! So that we may truly apply
to him the words of the facred writer, Thou fhalt
know alfo that thy feed fball be greaty and thine off-

G2 : Jpring

b
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Jpring as the grafs of the earth.  Thou fhalt come to
thy grave in a full age, like asa fhock of corn com-
ethy in its feafon ! i
Oh mayﬁ thou live, ever llve, gracious So-
vereign, in the faithful remembrance of thy peo-
ple! and can we fail to remember thee with ten-
dereft efteem, who for fo many years haft ru-
led over us, our general father ; and fecured
to us the moft invaluable bleflings ! Reft, reft,
bleffed fhade ; may the fulleft joys of immor-
tality reward thee ! while the tears of thy people,
— tears fhed amidft the loudeft acclamations of
joy * — befpeak their forrows, and confirm thy
goodnefs : happier far to die, amidft fuch filent
witnefles of undiffembled regard, “than amidft
the wordy adulations of an applauding univerfe!
—While for ourfelves we will transfer our alle-
giance and affe¢tion to the heir of thy throne,
and of thy glories —whofe princely virtues we
contemplate with, an heart-felt delight : vir-
tues, which bloom fo early, and-fo fair, that
we doubt not, but the favour of Providence
will continue to blefs us, under his aufpicious
reign ; and fecure to us that wnanimity, credit,
honour,

* It was obfervable, that amidft the triumph of the
proclamation, many eyes were wet with tears; and in
particular fome of thofe concerned in the joyful part of
the ceremnony, could not with-hold the natural and affec-
tionate drops, while their hands adminiftered to the che-
rus of congratulation,



N°s8., THE VISITOR. 125

honour, and all thofe important felicities, which
dignify and diftinguifh the glorious ®ra! ¢ Ani-
mated with the tendereft affe@ion for this his
native country, (our rifing monarch, gacioufly af-
fures us, in words, which are Jfelt by every Bri-
tifh breaft) that he enters, with chearfulnefs,
into his arduous fituation ; and will make it—
not only his endeavour to profecute the prefent
juft and neceflary war, in a2 manner the moft
likely to bring on an honourable and lafting
peace — But — he will make it the bufinefs of his
- life to promote in every thing the glory and bappinefs
of thefe kingdoms, to preferve and STRENGT H-
EN the conflitution both in church and flate!”’

Oh may the favour of omnipotent wifdom con-
tinually dwell with him, and gracioufly afiift
- him in all his royal defigns! long may He live

and reign in the hearts of his approving fub-
jeéts; long may the choiceft comforts pitch their
delighted tents around Him ! and late, very
late, full of days and full of glory, like his il-
- luftrious grandfire of blefled memory, may HE
exchange a zemporal for an eternal crown, amidft
the tender tears of a numerous pofterity, of an
unanimous and affeGionate people !

G 3  NUM-
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NUMBER LIX.

Artes quomodo florere poffant, artium Ji magifiri
nullo babeantur in honore ? BoeTu.

To the Vis1iT OR.

Nov. 3, 1760, Audley-fquare.
SIR, i

HAVE read with fatisfaltion your papers
from the beginning. You feem a friend to
religion and your country. Pray Ged, give you
good fuccefs. I could not help fhedding tears
over your laft Saturday’s paper. Perhaps thofe
tears were felfith; for I have feen almoft as
many funs rife and fet, as his late moft facred
Majefty. But if forrow moiftened my eyes, on
perufing your ipaper; believe me, joy had the
the fame effe& on reading the prefent King’s
proclamation ¢ for the encouragement of Prety
¢¢ and Virtue, and for preventing and punifhing
¢« of Vice, Praphanencfs, and Immorality.” —
It would be too long for me to mention the par-
ticular delight I found in each part of it: fuffer
me to.dwell a little on the #sp, which hath
been the frequent fubjett of my thoughts; and
a beavy
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a heavy burden to my mind. Tt recurred to me
ftrongly on reading this proclamation, efpecially
where his’ gracious Majefty declares, ¢ That
“ for the encouragement of Religion and Mora-
¢ Jity, he will, upon a/l accafions, diftinguifh per-
¢ fons of PIETY and VIRTUE, by marks
“ of his royal favour.” — Invariably to purfue
this refolution, will be to make himfelf a great
King, and his people a good and happy people.
But I may be permitted to obferve, that this is
above all things neceflary, with refpedt to the
Clergy; the minifters of religion.

It is abfurd to fuppofe, that religion and
piety fhould flourifh, if the immediate mini-
fters of it, arc defpifed and defpicable. ‘Fheir
cafe calls for confideration, In fome parti-
culars it is deplorable; in others, it is fcan-
dalous. The Clergy are a venerable body of
men. I am jealous for their honours; anxieus
for their welfare; and heartily defirous they
thould adorn their holy profeffion in all things ¥
—But, good God, how is, how can this be the
cafe, in the prefent circumftances of many ?
Look at feverak in this great city, who /¢ them=
felves out for wretched and low pay : and what
veneration for religion do they infpire? They
preach over porter-pots in dirty ale-houfes ; and
talk of orthodoxy, amongft the loweft of the
people | —Others cannot rife above the world;.
and wany little meannefles, through the firait-
nefs of their fcanty preferment.. They have 2

G g living
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living of an hundred, perhaps an hundred and
fifty pounds pér annum : they have a family to
maintain : they are to appear according to their
ftation : they know not how to appear other-
wife; their birth and education have raifed them
above the fordid ideas of penury. Diftrefled on
2ll fides, and dejeéted, how can they elevate an
opprefled mind ? — Nay, many of them are for-
ced to perform the duties of their funétion, per-
haps through their whole lives, for lefs wages
than are paid to a common Lxcife-man: lefs than
almoft any journeyman.mechanic can procure !
What wonder, that fuch men are obliged to -
mingle with improper company ; that they fall
into vices; into contempt? —

... Of the fuperior.Clergy, what fhall I f'\y'
I know many of them truly worthy. But
again; how many feem to forget, that they
are clergymen, that they have the care of
fouls; rarely vifiting their charges, .or  per-
haps giving them occafionally a dry. harangue,
—while too, too often they carry themfclves
with a loftinefs, ill-befuiting the humility. of -
their funétion ; and from their over-grown re-
venues allow a fcanty pittance to a worthy
man (a brother) to perform the labour ! —1I will
not go higher. Let me only obferve, that as
clergymen of all degrees and diftin&tions are as
lights fet upon an hill; fo deficiencies in their
condu& are more obfervable ; and confcqucntly
they are called to greater caution.

By
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By thefe means, and the like (which I need
not enumerate) the clergy are brought into
contempt : thus they have given the moft pre-
vailing handle to fetaries. The ill examples
of the clergy, are a common topic with them ;
and it is much to be wifhed, there were no
truth in their remarks. When they fpeak of
proud, lazy, immoral clergymen, it is a bitter re-
proach. God wipe it from our land, and ftop
the mouths of thefe men. I am convinced, no-
thing will tend fo much to ftop their mouths,
and flem their progrefs, as zeal and ativity in
our clergy. There is a ftrong attachment in the
people to the regular clergy; where fuch ate
adtive and exemplary, there are found but few
Methodifts or Diffenters, — What then; you may
fay, is to be done? Hear an old man for once ;
it is the laft time perhaps I may ever deliver my
thoughts to the public :” my fun is juft about to
fet, and the days of darknefs are hafling upon
me: may my laft words (if thefe be fuch) proyg
ferviceable to religion and my country.! -

Our gracious Monarch hath affured us, that
¢ he will on -all occafions, diflinguifp perfons
of Piety and Virtue.” ‘This is the firft and
furelt method, to promote Piety and Virtue
amongft the clergy, as well as all orders of men.
‘What encouragement hath a man to apply hnm-
felf to the labour of learning, and the toils of
the minifterial fun&ion — (if we abate the in-

Gs felt
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felt fatisfaltion arifing from confcious duty) when
he is well-affured, that he’ fhall neither meet
with regard nor attention : nay, perhaps, thall
rather meet with fneers and negle@. When he
fees, that to preferment other roads lie open ;
and that the advanced ftation, is not the well-
earned purchafe of real merit? But fhould the
ferious clergyman, whofe blamelefs and fhining
condu& ; whofe earneft and conftant labours in
the pulpit, and in other parts of his duty; whofe
abilities, fincerity, and piety are evident ; fhould
e, fhould fuch men be called out and diftin-
guifhed; fhould the royal favour mark out fuch;
we fhould foon fee a harveft of good men, dili-
gent in their minifterial funétions, and cheared
with the pleafing refleftion, that they were fe-
curing their beft interefts, while they were re-
commending themfelves to their princes or their
bifbops favour!—The lukewarm and the worth-
lefs would thus be afhamed'into duty ; and we
fhould fee virtue and religion affume the faireft
appearance, —God aflift and firengthen our gra-
cious King in this good work.

A fecond method to ferve religion, by aflifting
its minifters, would be, to render their lives
more free from the uneafy diftra&tion of worldly
anxieties, by giving them a more comfortable
fubfiftence. 1 do not take upon me, either to
dire&t or fuggeft, how this may be accomplithed.
It deferves the attention of our fuperiors. In

this
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this charitable age, no conﬁderatxons could be’
more charitable. Mark me, I do not plead for-
wealthy fupplies, or the means of luxurious liv-
ing: I afk, (and no man:can fay it is unreafon~
able) that thofe who minifter to us in holy
things, fhould not be farved—thould have a
competency.  Thofe who adminifter to our plea-
[furesy players, fingers,. dancers, &c. are not fatif-
fied, but with their thoufands per annum ! Coun-
trymen and. fellow Chriftians, is not this the
greateft reproach upon us? we give thefe men:
fuch fums, to fpend in the vileft manner ;—and’
our clergy, men of liberal education, and, for
the moft part, (where neceffity is not too power-
ful) men of good lives —have not fifty, not an:
Kundred pounds a year to fupport. themfelves and
families ! ought thefe things fo to be # — ¢ But
many of them; you fay, have their thoufands a
year: accumulate preferments upon preferments:.
and, like the horfe-leech, ftill cry, Give,. give?
thefe too are often hardeft upon: their inferior
brethren — what would you fay of thefe
Truly, nothing : I will only refer you to my
laft remark, concerning the fir/}' method to pro-
mote Piety and Virtue! — This will fufiice for an:
anfwer to any obje&ions from.the triffing or im-
moral condué of the clergy.

One method more, T would offer, ¢¢ Ordzin
fewer, ordain none who have not been of the
univerfity ; or, are not very fhining exceptions.”

: 3. As
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As to the latter branch of this advice, it may
fure, eafily, be complied with. Itisa fhamc to
fee fo many :lliterate mechanics in our city pulpits.
I heard one, reading prayers the other day, who
-mifcalled every proper name in the leflons, and
mif-pronounced half the words in the fervice.—
Not long fince there were ffve of thefe men can-
didates,—(Fratres eheu dile&iffimi!) for a city-
Ye&ure @ jfbocmakers formerly, weavers, bakers,
&c. now right good and reverend divines! This
is a grievous nuifance : a fad offence and oppro-
brium to religion. And what is worfe, fome of
thefe interlopers have been apofiles, and wandring
prophets among the methodifis ! I know that it is
faid, there is a fcarcity in the northern coun-
ties ; and therefore the Bifhops are obliged to
ordain men not regularly bred. This may be
fome excufe, in thefe cafes: but let not fuch
northern men difguft us in the pulpits of our ca-
pital; and let not mechanics be ordained for the
fervice of the metropolis. Hence the fhabby
goWn -and tattered caffock, which pains us,
draggling in the flreets ; hence prating in the
ale-houfe, &c.

But how, ¢ Ordain fewer #” Fewer, who
come with regular teftimonials from univerfi-
ties? It is cruel to difappoint young men, whofe
parents have fitted them- for this occupation
fpent much money in their education, and thus
incapacitated them from any other meany of liv-

ing.
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ing. The humanity of our right reverend Bi-
fhops cannot do this. Some more early remedy
therefore muft be applied. Parents fhould be
advifed of the difficulties’of the clerical employ,
and not think of educating their children in
that way. — And I humbly afk, could not the
aftair of falfe titles, fo commonly given, be recti-
fied : and is it not pofiible, for our fuperiors to
ordain no man, but where there is a real want
of him, for the bufinefs of his funéion?
—1If this were univerfally known and declared ;
it might poffibly prevent many a young man
from entering into a profeflion, for which he is,
at the beft, but ill qualified; and the difappoint-
ments of which will perhaps render him truly
miferable.

Poffibly you may expeét that I ﬂ:xould fay
fomething of the noblemen, who bring up their
fons to the church. Many obje&t greatly; I do
not ; referving what hath been remarked under
the firft head. If men of merit are invariably
preferred, I fhall rejoice to fee fons of noble fa-
milies diftinguifh themfelves. This will raife a
laudable emulation, and have a very benign in-
fluence on religion in general, and in the higher
fphere of life efpecially.

However, Sir, let what will be the iflue; me-
thinks, if clergymen would ferioufly confider the
importance of their office ; the influence of their
example; and the folemn account they muft one

day
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day give ; — it would, feparately from all other
confiderations, make them holy, humble, zea-
Yous, and laborious. If it pleafes God to infpire:
our King with refolution-and ability to diftin-
guith fuch men, we fhall fee piety and virtue
abound. For fuffer an old man to repeat ; ¢ It
is ridiculous to think, that religion fhould flou~
rith, while its minifters are defpicable or defpifed.”

I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.
J. B. Senews

P. 8: I forgot to mention, that refidence is
much-called for. 1 know the objettions; and’
in fome cafes admit them, till better provifion is
made. But many of thofe clergy, who come to
town, and’ take leffures, &c. and fome of thofe,.
who are the hackneys of their pofeflion, have cures
in the country, which loudly call ‘for their at-
tention and prefence; for they are left, in many
cafes, to poor creatures, who ride or walt with
all fpeed from church to.church ; hurry over the
fervice ; (and that perhaps three or four times
in a Sunday) to the great fcandal and offence
of fober and thinking people in the country.
This calls for redrefs..

N U M-
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NUMBER LX.

To cenfure trade,
Or hold ber bufy peoplt in contempt,. -
Let none prefume. DyEx..

T muft give every lover of his country a very
high and fincere pleafure, to- read over fuch.
a lift of refpe&able names, as appeared after the
Merchants addrefs, in our public papers.. Nor
can it fail to dignify our nation abroad, and to-
afford a ftriking proof of our credit and happi-
nefs ; when fo many men of known wealth and:
worth, with unanimity unparalled, offer their
beft fervices to. their beloved young mo-
narch, In this lift we read the names of
our moft confiderable Adercharts, names well
known abroad ; and  though by fome inad-
vertence, a few forward and improper men have:
officioufly thruft in their names, and made them-
felves ridiculous; yet the lift in general is fo.
truly refpectable, that our enemies muft defpair
at the fight; and our friends rejoice at our
firength and concord.
I muft freely-confefs for my own part, that as
T have the higheft veneration for Commerce, which
is the grand pillar of our nation; fo have I,—
and with the utmoft reafon,—the trueft efteem

for
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for thofe worthy gentlemen, who are concerned
in it.  /Vhofe Merchants are Princes, may be ap-
plied to them with as great propricty as to thofe
of Tyre heretofore; Princes, in generofity and
aéts of benevolence, to many of which, of a
public nature, our prefent times can witnefs ;
Princes,-in elegance and magnificence ; Princes
in private bounty, in the greatnefs of their de-

figns, and the abundance of their wealth.
What a blefling are they to our nation, and
how much are we all interefted in their welfare?
I cannot give my reader a better idea’of trade,
than is already given by a  foreigner in one
of his letters, which I always .read with plea-
fure, (though this is far from being the cafe with
his writings in general) and which I dare fay,
will be very acceptable: ¢¢ As trade, fays he,
enriched the citizens of Eng]and fo it contri-
buted to their freedom ; and this freedom on the
other fide extended their commerce : whence arofe
the grandeur of the ftate. Trade raifed by in-
fenfible degrees the naval power which gives
the Engli/b a fuperiority over the feas, and they
now are mafters of very near two hundred fhips
of war. (N. B. This was written feveral years
ago.) Pofterity will very poffibly be furprized
to hear, that an ifland, whofc only produce is a
little lead, tin, fullers-earth and coarfe wool.
(N. B. In this the writer is miftaken, he did not
underftand the Britith woo/)—fhould become fo
. power-
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powerful by its commerce, as to be able to fend
in 1723, three fleets at the fame time to three
different and far diftanced parts of the globe.
One to Gibraltar,which was conquered and is ftill
pofiefled by the Englith ; a fecond to Porto Bello,
to diffpoflefs the King of Spain of the treafures
of the /7fi-Indies ; and a third into the Baltic,
to prevent the northern powers, from coming
to an engagement.

At the time when Lewss the fourteenth
made all Italy tremble; and that his armies,
which had already pofiefled themfelves of Sauoy
and Piedmont, were upon the point of taking
Turin; Prince Eugene was obliged to march
from the middle of Germany, in order to fuc~
cour Savoy. Having no money, without which .
cities cannot be either taken-or defended, he ad-
drefled himfelf to fome Englifp Merchants *.

: Thefe

* This puts me in mind of a ftory I have read, refpec-
ting fome foreign Merchants, named Fuggers, who were
very illuftrious by their liberalities to6 men of letters, and
who ¢ould raife more money, we are told, than any prince
im Europe. To teftify their gratitude to Charles V. who
had done them the honour to lodge at their houfe, when-
he paffed through Augsburgh ; they one day, amongft
other afts of magnificence, laid upon the hearth a large
bundle of cinnamon, a merchandize then (about :the
year 1528.) -of great price; and lighted it with a note of
hand of the emperor, for a very confiderable fum which
they had lent him.—This it muft be owned was a very
genteel way of difcharging their imperial debtor. “See
Bayle’s Di&tionary, Fugger and Charles V. &
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Thefe, at an hour and half’s warning, Jent him
fve millions +,—whereby he was enabled to de-
liver Turin, and to beat the French: after which
he wrote the following fhort letter to the per-
fons, who had difburfed him the above-mention-
ed fums: ¢ Gentlemen, I have received your
money, and flatter myfelf, that I have laid 1t
out to’ your fatisfaltion.”—Such a circumftance
as this raifes a juft pride in an Engli/b Merchant,
and makes him prefume, (not without fome
reafon) to compare himfelf to a Roman citizen ;
and indeed a Peer’s brother does net think traf-
fic beneath him.

« When the Lord Townfbend was minifter of
State, a brother of his was content to be a city
merchant. And at the time, that the Earl
of Oxford governed Great Britain, his younger
brother was no more than a faltor at Akppo,
where he chofe to live, and where he died.
This cuffom .appears monftrous to. Germans,
vainly puffed up with their extration. They
think it morally impoflible, that the fon of an
Englith Peer thould be no more than a rich and:
powerful citizen :—for all are Princes in Ger-
many ! There have been thirty bighmffes of the
fame name; all whofe patrimony confifted. only
in tloéz'r‘efmtcl)eam, and—their ptide.

Feging

. t As this author writes in, French, we fuppoft this was
of French money..
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<¢ In France the title of Marquis is given gra-
tis, to any one who will accept of it; and who-
foever arrives at Paris from the midft of the moft
remote provinces, with money in his purfe, and
a name terminating in ac or ille, may ftrut about
and cry, Such a man as Fl A man of my rank and
figure! And may look down upon a ‘trader witl
fovereign contempt; whilft the trader on the other
fide, by often hearmg his profeflion treated
thus difdainfully, is fool enough to bluth at it.
—However I need not fay, which is moft ufeful
to a nation; a Marquis powdered in the tip.
of the mode, who knmows exaétly at what
o’clock the King rifes and goes: to bed ; and
whao gives himfelf airs of grandeur and flate, a2t
the fame time, that he is ating the flave in the
anti-chamber of a prime minifter :—Or a mer=
c¢hant, who enriches his country ; difpatches or=
ders from his counting-houfe to Surat, Grand
Cairo, &c. and contributes to the felicity of the
world *.”

Trade however is a delicate and Ju&uating
thing : An ingenious writer 4 of our times hath
traced its courfe, and well obferves upon it,
(after remarking the fate of Tyre, once the moft:
famous city of the world for trade aud com-
merce :) ¢ It paffed from Tyre to Alexandria,,

" from

* Voltaire's Tenth Letter.

+ Dr. Newton in his Eleventh Diflertation on the Prgs.
phecies.,

~
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from Alexandria to Venice, from Venice to-
Antwerp, from Antwerp to Amfterdam, and
London, the Englifh rivalling . the Dutch, as
the French are. now rivalling both. (N. B.
This was written beforc the prefent war) All
nations almoft are wifely applying themfelves to
trade ; and it behoves thofe who are in poflef-
fion of it, to take the greateft care, that they
do not lofe it. It is a plant of tender growth,
and requires fun, and foil, and fine feafons, to
make it thrive and flourith. It will not grow
like the palm-tree, which with the more weight
and preflure rifes the more. Liberty is a friend
to it, as it is a friend to liberty.—But nothing
will fupport and promote it more than: virtue,
and what virtue teacheth, fobriety, induftry,
frugality, modefty, honefty, pun&tuality, hu-
manity, charity ; the love of our country,: and
the fear of God-—The want of thefe ruined
Tyre, that crowning city, whofe merchants were
princes, and: whafe .traffickers the bhonourable of the
earth. See Ifa. xxiii. 8.. Ezek. xxviii. 5. &c.”
There can be no reafon to doubt, that this
fine and ufeful plant of commerce, will want any
tendence or advantages, which it can enjoy, un-
der the prefent aufpicious reign, under a King
of fuch excellent hopes, who hath gracioufly
told his worthy fubje@s of this order, that
¢¢ They may be affured of his conftant protec-
tion and favour ; and that he has nothing nearer
to
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to his heart, than the‘maintaining them, and all
his trading fubje&ts, in the full and free enjoy-.
ment of their rights, liberties, and privileges.”
—Nor can we doubt, that it will want the fup-
port of wirtue, and all her amiable attendants,.
while we refle&t upon thé¢ many inftances of bu-
manity and-charity, which fo much diftinguith
our prefent times, and add fuch a dignity to the
metropolis ; alts, which muft extort praife from
the moft backward to beftow it, and praife to
the merchants in particular ; whofe great bene-
ficence every charitable /i/? abundantly teftifies.

Mr. Dyer’s encomium upon trade, from the
fecond book of his inimitable poem the Fleece,
will be no improper conclufion, efpecially “as it
contains fo inftru&tive an admonition.

He is fpeaking of the drugs for dying, which
are fupplied by commerce ; and adds,

Nor tints dlone;

TRADE to the good phyfician gives his balms,
Gives chearing cordials to. th’ affliCted heart ;
Gives to the wealthy, delicacies high ;

Gives to the curious, works- of nature rare ;
And when the prieft difplays in juft difcourfe
Him, the all-wife Creator, and declares

His prefence, pow’r, and goodnefs unconfin’d,
’Tis trade, attentive voyager, who fills

His lips with argument.. To cenfure trade,

Or hold her bufy people in contempt,

Let

.



142 THE VISITOR. Nego

Let none prefume. - The dignity and grace,

And weal of human life, their fountains owe

To feeming imperfe&ions, to vain wants,

Or real exigencies ; paffions f{wift .

Forerunning reafon 3 ftrong contrarious bents

The fteps of men difperfing wide abroad,

’er realms and feas. There in the folemn fcene,

Infinite wonders glare before their eyes,

Humiliating the mind enlarg’d ; for they

The cleareft fenfe of deity receive,

Who view the wideft profpe& of his works,

Ranging the globe with trade, thro’ various
climes :

‘Who fee the fignatures of boundlefs love,

Nor lcfs the judgments of Almighty pow’r,

That warn the wicked, and the wretch, who

: ’fcapes

From human juftice : who, aftonifh’d, view

HAtna’s loud thunders, and tempeftuous fires ;

The duft of Carthage, defart fhores of Nile;

Or Tyre’s abandon’d fummit, crown’d of old

With flately tow’rs; whofe merchants from their
ifles,

And radiant thrones, affembled in her marts;

‘Whither Arabia, whither Kedar, brought

Their fhaggy goats, their flocks and bleating
Jambs ; \

Where rich Damafcus pil'd his fleeces white,

Prepar’d, and thirfty for the double tint,

And



Nebo. THE VISITOR. 143

And flow'ring fhuttle. While the admiring
world -

Crouded her ftreets; ah ! then the hand of pride

Sow’d impereeptible his pois’nous wecd

Which crept deftruétive up her lofty ‘domes,

As ivy creeps around the graceful trunk

Of fome tall oak, Her lofty domes no more,

Nor ev’n the ruins of her pomp, remain ;

Not even the duft they funk in, by the breath

Of the omnipotent offended hurl’d

Down to the bottom of the ftormy deep.

Only the folitary rock remains,

Her ancient fcite ; 2 monument to thofe

Who toil and wealth exchange for floth and pride !

NUM- .
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NUMBER IXL

Mountains, avho clouds beneath you can defpife,
Earth’s pillars, avho triumphant arches form ;
Unfbaken objects of perpetual florm,
Old flately monuments of nature’s birth ;
Whether you overlook the fea,
And point to mariners their way,
Or elfe awith warious gifts enrich the earth, -
Ripen the minerals, and gems and ore,
And awealthy rivers unexhaufled pour,
Fix’d land-marks, friendly umpires of debates,
Ramparts of awars, and boundaries of flates;
Blefs Him, avho makes your pride to fail,
Whafe prefence, when provok’d, you fiy,
Lighter than duft awithin bis feale,
Lefs than nothing in his eye !
Lr Pra’s Song of the Three Children.

To the VisiToOR.

SIR, :
N your fifty-fir Number, wherein you
fpoke of the origin of fprings, you mention-
ed with great propriety the concurrence of the
mountains to that end. Now though this confi-
deration alone might be fufficient to obviate their
objections, who imagine the mountains and hills,
to be defefts and deformities in our globe, the
confequence of its eruption at the deluge, the
wrecks

4
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wrecks of the old world, and eminent marks of
the prefent difordered ftate of the earth ;—yet
in order to remove more fully this imputation
upon the divine goodnefs, and to fhew, that this
part of his creation is excellently calculated to
ferve the general plan; permit me, by the chan-
nel of your inftru&ive paper, to point out fome
of the particulars in which. mountains are ufe-
ful and neceffary. I fhall advance nothing but
upon the beft authority : however I leave it with
you to add or abridge, to correét or amend,
whatever you think proper.

It cannot be denied, that mountains and bills,
contribute greatly to the beauty of profpeét, and
to that variety in the face of the earth, which
charms us fo much. If the earth was perfeét-
ly round and flat, our views would be contrac-
ted, fimilar, and difgafting. * This is evident,
from the profpeé in thofe countries which are
flat and level ; and therefore’ difefteemed : where-
as the beautiful interchange of hill and valley,
of mountain and dale, renders the fituation de-
lightful, and gives at once the fineft entertain-
ment to the eye, and the nobleft ideas to the
mind. A

But the Creator doth not confult beauty only
in his works, though this is never negletted;
and by the way, a ftronger proof of it cannot
well be produced than the prefent; from which
we learn, that what fome fuperficial obfervers

Vor. 1L PHPRE term
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term blemifbes and defermities, are in reality the
“means of the greateft ornament and pleafure.
. —The mountains however are ufeful as well as
ornamental: they contribute to the health of the
human fpecies ; many of whom would die in
the groffer air of the vallies, who enjoy life with

much fatisfaltion, amidft the finer air of the
hills. Some conftitutions indeed are fo happily
tempered, that they are indifferent to any place
or air.—But ¢ this opportunity, (as a judicious
writer obferves) of thifting our abode from the
‘warmer and more vaporous air of ‘the valleys,
to the colder and more fubtle air of the hills,
or from the hills to the vales, is an admirable
refrefhment, and great benefit to the: valetudis
narian part of mankind, affording them an eafy,
comfortable life, who would otherwife live mi-

ferably, languifh and pine away.” ‘

Mountains- ferve too for the produion of a
great variety of vegetables and minerals, which are
not found in any other foil, and which are emi-
nently beneficial to man. With refpet to ve-
. getables, -Mr.- Ray, (who hath treated this fub-
je&, with his ufual accuracy) obferves, ¢ That
mountains- do_efpecially abound with different
fpecies of them, becaufe of the great diverfity
of foils, that are found there, every wertex or
eminence almoft, affording new kinds. Now
thefe plants ferve partly for the food and fufte~
nance of fuch animals as are proper to the
moun-
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mountains ; partly for medicinal ufes ; the chief
phyfical herbs: and roots, and the bef in their
kinds growing there.” ’

And as the mountains are thus fcrvxceable to
man, fo are they no lefs fo to the animal race;
a great variety of which harbour and live a-
mongft the hills. The higheft tops of the Alps
themfelves,«Mr. Ray. tells us, are not deftitute
of their inhabitants : ;'The lbex and Chamois a-
mongft quadrupeds, the Lagopus amongft birds ;
and I myfelf, fays he, have feen papilios and ftore
of other infe&s, upon the teps of fome of the
Alpine mountains. Nay the "higheft ridges of
many of thefe mountains, ferve for the mainte-
nance of cattle, and for the fervice of the inha-
bitants of the'adjacent vallies.

It is obfervable, that thofe long ridges of
lofty mountains which run through whole con-
tinents, always run Ea/? and 772, by which
appointment of the Creator, they ferve to flop
the evagation of ‘the vapours to the North and
South, in.hot, countries, condenfing them like
Alembic heads into water, and fo by a kind of
external diftillation giving original to fprings
and rivers: and likewife by amafling, cooling
and conftipating of them, turn them into rain
by -thefe means rendering the regions of the
torrid Zone habitable.

Other ufes of the mountains might perhaps
be affigned, as. that they ferve for fcreens to

H2 keep
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“keep off the cold and nipping blafts of the nor-
thern ‘and eaftern winds ; and fo render human
habitations more comfortable in the winter:
that they anfwer the end of boundaries and bul-
warks to various territories and kingdoms of the
carth, and the like. But' certainly their great
and prmcxpal ufe, for which they are abfolutely
neceffary, is that fountains owe their rife, and
rivers their conveyance to them. We are fo
fenfible of the advantage of thefe, of fountains
-and rivers, that I have no need to add more in-
ftances of the utility of mountains.—But with
‘refpeét to this laft ufe of them, there are two
or three adts of the divine providence aobferv-
able, as Mr. Derbam judicioufly remarks: ¢ One
is, that all countries throughout the whole
world fhould enjoy this great benefit of moun-
“tuins, placed at due and proper diftances, to
afford .thefe feveral nations, that moft neceflary
element of ‘water.—So another plain fign of the
fame efpecial providence, in this matter, is, that
generally throughout the whole world, ‘the-earth
is fo difpofed, that the’ midland parts, or parts
fartheft from the fea, are the higheft; this is ma-
nifeft from the defcent of rivers. Now this is
an admirable provifion of the all-wife Creator
for the commadious paffage of the rivers, and
for the draining the feveral countries, and car-
rying oft the fuperfluous waters, which would
otherwife be as great an annoyance; as they are
now

|
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now a convenience.—Another providential be-
nefit of the hills, fupplying the earth with wa-
ter, is, that-they are not only inftrumental
thercby to the fertility of the vallies, but to
their own alfo; to the verdure of the vegetables
without, and to the increment and vigour of the
treafures, the foffils, minerals, and metals, with-
in.”

As the mountains then are thus plainly
proved not only to be beautiful and pleafant, but
to be highly éemeficial in fome, and in other
cafes, abfolutely neceffary ; every reafonable mind
‘muft conclude them not to be rude ruins, and
unfeemly defects, but noble. works of defign,
and wifely appointed by our great Creator for
the good of our fublunary world.

Ceafe then, nor order imperfe@ion name :
Our proper blifs depends on what we blame,
Know thy own point ; this kind, this due. de-

gree,
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, heav’n beftows on thee.
Submit in this or any other fphere,
Secure to be as bleft, as thou can’ft bear:
Safe in the hand of one difpofing pow’r,
Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.
All nature is but art, unknown to thee
All chance diretion, which thou can’ft not fee :
All difcord, harmony not underftood ;
. All partial evil, univerfal good ;
H3 ! And
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And fpight of pride, in erring reafon’s fpite,
One truth is clear ; whatever /s, is right.”

Allow me, Sir, before T take my leave, juft
to obferve, that thofe fine and moft exalted paf-
fages in the fcriptures, wherein God is faid #o
weigh the mountains in fcalesy and the bills in a ba-
lance, &c. feem clearly to refer to the work' of
creation’; and of confequence hills and mountains
were part of the primaeval and paradifaical earth,
Nay, indeed in' many parts of the fcriptures
plain reference is had to the original creation of
mountains : F¥aft thou made before the mountains #—.
we'read in Job., Before the mountains were fet-
thed, before the bills was I brought forth, fays
Wifdom, when there were no fountains abounding
with water ;—as upon our plan there could be
none,-if there wére no hills. And once more
the Plalmift fays, before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever thou hadft formed the earth, &c.—
From all which it feems plainly to follow, that
the ‘mountains are coeval with the earth; as:
doubtlefs they muft have been, if what we have
advanced refpeéting - their utility be true. One
cannot imagine any thing more fublime-than the
idea which that paffage from [faiab, juft produ-
ced, gives us of the Deity, c. xl. 12.—He hath
meafured the waters in the hollow of his hand
—meted out heaven with the fpan—comprehend-
ed the duff of the carth in a mcafurc—-—-wczglml
the mountains in fcalesy and the bills in a balance ! —

3 where

-
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where is the human writer, that can produce
any thing equal to this? where is the reader
that can fail te contemplate. with admiration, fo
ftupendous a Creator and God ;—that can fail
to glow with gratitude on the recollettion, that
this God is his Father; that can fail to” bow
with humility, under the fenfe of his own weak-
nefs and unworthinefs ; and to live  in chearful
refignation, under. the government and protec-
tion of fo great, fo good, and fo wife a ru-
Ter?

If thefe thoughts are acceptable to you and
your readers, it will be a pleafure, to ;

SIR,

Your conftant reader, - &c.

915

H 4 "N U M.
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NUMBER LXIL

Skoot filly as i flies. Porpr.

HE following letters, from my corref-

pondents are inferted for three reafons,

firft, becaufe 1 fuppofe it will oblige thofe wor-

thy correfpondents; 2dly, becaufe I hope it will

pleafe my readers, and 3dly, becaufe it will fave
me the trouble of writing myfelf.

To the V1s1TOR.

OOD Mr. Vifitor — let’ me intreat your
counfel. I hear a great character of you.
The clevereft men in our Club fpeak prodigi-
oufly handfome of you and your writings. And
they fay you are always ready to hear complaints
of public or private grievances. Mine indeed is
a private grievance; though upon recolle&ion,
I am apt to think, it is more public than we
" fancy. This meurning, Sir; this fad mourning
for our good and gracious King ! it will cer-
tainly go near to ruin me two ways; both in
peace and in pocket,—Sir, 1 am a Glazier, at
your fervice; in no higher occupation : but, by
induftry and honefty, I have picked up a good
livelihood, and faved fome money. I married a
Small
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fmall Merchant’s daughter in the city: (we live
at the other end of the town) and to be fure, I
muft acknowledge, fhe has always kept up a.
good appearance. She is very proud of being a.
gentlewoman, and is careful enough to let it be
known, that fhe has had a Bifbp, and a Lord
Mayor, and fix or feven Common-council-men:
in her family. I have never been Wantmg im
due refpe@ to her, and have kept her as gen-
teel a chaife-cart, as neatly made and as well
pzinted, as any travels betweenJ—@de-Pa:é and-
Brentford on the Lord’s Day ; and, for the:
good of the children, I have provided conftantly
in the fummer, a genteel. little country lodging,.
in the high.road to Brentford, about three miles-
from our houfe. I cannot fay that we have
lived always with the harmony of tame pigeons ;:
however we have rubbed on,. though-I have been:
forced to own her fuperiority. But here comes:
the mifchief. Our good King dies. News of.
it fly to my wife: direitly darts {he into the:
thop: ¢ The King’s dead, my dear, faid fhe,.
and we muft all go into mourning.” You may’
be fure, I faid true, when I told her, ¢¢ I was
heartily forry for his royal Majefty’s fudden de--
parture ;. but, as to the other affair, I tho’ught:
it might be lefc alone.”” It would. not be eafy
to defcribe her vehement wrath hereat :. If. you:
are fo happy, Sir,. as to be married, .and if your
lJady is now and then fomewhat. turbulent, you:
Bl may
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may conceive my fituation. The refulc was,
that fhe declared, ¢ fhe would go immediately
and buy dlack cloth, (for the had been told, that
when the King died, Ladies would wear nothing
clfe) for herfelf and two eldeft daughters, and
befpeak me a fuit of black of our neighbour Mr.
Clevercat, the taylor.” I prayed her forbearance;
and in the moft fuppliant manner entreated het
to wait, till we heard how matters would go: I
told her, that bufinefs  had been very flack of
late, and that I could not afford dlack cloth; and
shoft humbly reprefented, that I thought plain
Norwich Auffs or crapes would do for a Glazier’s
wife. ¢ A Glazier’s wife, quoth-a, — faid fhe,
reddening deeply 5 — a Merchant’s daughter, 1
thinks you might have faid : a gentlewoman born
and bred,” ~— with much more to the fame pur-
pofe. —In fhort, Sir, out fhe went, and not
being able to gain clear information that night
what the mourning would be, fhe refted till the
dawn of the enfumg morning ; upon which fhe
arofe, and again fallied forth, and towards the
evening returncd, with her eldeft-daughter, load~
ed with bargains/ this was worfe than all the
reft ; ‘ for I had not only the mortification to fee
my moncy thrown away, with terrible profu-
fion, but to find, that whatever fhe had bought,
was fo exceeding, fo uncommonly cheap, that
nothing could equal it, Would you believe it

the had bought dunbazine for feven, common crape
{ for
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for four fhillings, — and worft,— far worft. of
all — white crape — oh, the extravagant pride of
my, dear wife | —white crape for ruffles, &c. at
the amazingly cheap price of fifteen fhillings per
yard. - When I remonftrated concerning this
latter article, fhe huffed prodigioufly 5 and after
beftowing a few crofs words upon me, told me,
Simpletonian as I was, that the Counte[s of ¥ * *,
was at the fame fhop, at the fame time with her,
and gave the fame price ! — A Glazier’s wife,
faid I, and the Countefs of * * ¥, ¢ Nonc of
your refletions, man, faid fhe. — But what fig-
nifies talking with you? Run Sarab; runyou,
Fack, you'll go quickeft, to Mrs. Furbelow, the -
mantua- ma,%er— tell her, I muft fee her this very
moment ; for I would not but have my mourn-
ing made againft Sunday for all the world.”
So, Siry to the expence and plague of purcha-
fing, that of making was added; and then a.
worfe plague in putting them on : My Madam,
great as a Duchefs, ftrutted to church in her
bombazine: and I was obliged, (though heartily
afhamed of myfelf ) to fink behind. in my weep-
ers.  For fhe would put on weepers ; and told
me, no gentleman could appear without them.
Good Mr. Vifitor, is this right ? Cannot this
evil be redreft ! Is it fitting, that humble tradef-
men fhould thus expenfively ape their fuperiors 2
Or is there any need for it? It feems to me a_
kind of national evil: and it may be well, i
He ~ you'll’
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youwll write about it. We talked of it in the
club; and all defire our beft withes to you. 1
am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, (and to

pleafe my wife, -will take the’ hberty to fign my-
felf )

Nov, 1760.
A Leaden Merchant.

Shakefpear fays finely in Hamlet, ¢¢ Thefe three
years I have taken note of it, the age is grown
fo picked, that the. toe of the peafant comes fo
near the heel of the courtier,— he galls hxs kibe.”
A& V. Scenel.

To the VisiTOR.

Lady fends her compliments to the Vifitor.

She is very much furprized and aftonifhed
at him. What ! not a word yet about the
charming fcheme at C le Houfe ! Blefs me;
fure the man does not live in this world. He’s
-an inhabitant, I fuppofe, of fome of the plane-
tary worlds; or, what’s more probable, of an
aerial citadcl, guarded by catch-poles. — Am I
right 7 Nay, don’t anfwer. For the only an-
fwer, pofitively, that I fhall take, and the only
way to convince me, that you are a man of
tafte, (as Lord fays you are) will be to

write fome immenfely pretty things concerning
this
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this feat of politenefs,  this court of pleafure,
tranfport, joy —oh, you dear creature, let me
whifper in your ear ; Signora Trilliletta has only
the name ; Mifs C**, — Angelic Being, and
the Duke of —— and -the Duke of —— and
Lords innumerable, and Duchefles, and Coun-
tefles, and Ladies, and Maids of Honour, world
without end ! are of the party. Tell every
body. Teize the poor creatures, who can’t
make one with us ! Now for your city balls!
ah poor Cits! I could die with laughing.—Well,
my card is quite full— So your fervant, But
be fure you write, Adieu.

Soho-fguare, Monday Noon.

The Vifitor’s compliments to this Lady : It
may be proper for him to wait a little; he pro-
pofes to vifit this gay affembly; and fhall be
able then to do greater juftice to his fubject.

To the VisiTOR.

SIR,

AM fond of converfation, and love to go
among my fellow beings, but I generally re-
turn difgufted to my own home; as I am tired
beyond meafure with my companions perpetu-
ally talking about themfelves, and their own af-
4 fairs.
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fairs. Surely nothing can be more tirefome or
more ridiculous, yet I find nothing more com-
mon. I is made the little hero of every tale,
Do, Sir, juft infert it in your ufeful paper, as a
general bint, that the worft and moft unpleaﬁng
fubjeét a man can dwell upon, (except in very
particular cafes,) is bimfelfc 1 am,

Your’s, &c.
SIMON SOCIABLE.

It is unlucky, fays a fenfible writer, that the
wery reafon that makes Eugenio think his ftories
entertaining, fhould make me think them tire-
{ome = their being about bimfelf.

To the VisiToOR.

SIR,
AM one of the refpe&able company of parifp-
clerks in the city of London, and though I
fay it, few men have appeared in that office
with greater dignity. I have never degene-.
rated inte the common neglet of my band
and gown, and as I have not only an excel-
lent ear for muficy but am an extraordinary
good poet, I have been always admired for
my choicg of pfalms,‘ and for adapting them ‘
i to
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to the fermon. My loyalty was concerned
upon the death of the King, and I compofed a
pfaim .or hymn, to.be fung in our church upon
that occafion. But conceiving it meet to thew. -
it firft to our Doctor, would you believe it, Sir,
he forbad the rehearfal of it !. Verily it occafi-
oned great indignation in my heart. For why
fhould he be allowed to fay what he pleafes in
the pulpit, and the clerk be debarred from offer-
ing his thoughts, as occafion may ferve, from
the defk ! — I do requeft you, Sir, to fet this
matter in a proper light, and to plead fomewhat
for our privileges in refpe& to it; which I hope
you will not fail to do, as I have been your
conftant reader, and take great delight in your

paper.
I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,

JOB TWANG,

P. 8. To convince you of our Do&or’s envy
at my merit, as well as his want of judgment,
I fend you the firft ftave of my pfalm or hymn.
It confifts of twenty-eight ftaves. 1 intended:
to have fung half in the morning and half in the:
afternoon.

At
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At feven o’clock the other morn,
To end his woful {trife, :
The Lord took hence our glorious King,
King George, out of this life.

Now he is gone, all’s black as night ;
Have mercy on us, Lord!

No, neighbours no, don’t weep; all’s right
We have got King George the Third /

Is not this good, now; in the true f{pirit of
praife, and fadnefs, and joy 2

] T.

NUMBER LXIIL

Can love allure usy or can tervor awe?
Youna,

: To the VIisITOR,
SIR,
3 HE purity and perfe&tion of its laws, we
have fhewn (No. 57.) is a convincing.
proof of the excellence of the Chriftian Reli-
gion: to enforce thefe laws, no motives can be

conceived more perfualive, no fané?ions more aw-
ful
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ful than the Chriftian. The great Eawgiver of the
Chriftians doth not affume the voice of terror, and
the threat of Majefty. Hef{peaksin love, and en-
deavours to engage by the gentleft perfuafion.
Their own happinefs is the winning motive, by
which he feeks to engage mankind to his laws.
It is their own intereft to obey them. Every
one of them tends to their- prefent peace and
tranquillity. And what motive can be more co-
gent? Yes; there is a more cogent motive : the
lrve of this divine Lawgiver himfelf. As his
grand law, which comprifes all the reft, is Jove
of himfelf, fo the motives, whereby we are in-
cited to this love, are the moft affe&ting. He
hath demonftrated his lve to us, by every pof-
fible method, lived and died for us: died to re-
deem us from death; died in the moft painful
and ignominious manner ; died to make us heirs
of heaven and eternity.

Talk they of morals! oh thou bleeding love !
Thou Maker of new morals to mankind,
The grand morality is love of Thee !

The lwe of Chrift, and our own happinefs,
prefent and future, as they are the moft endear-
ing, fo are they the moft powerful motives to
obedience. Indeed the Chriftian religion ofters
various others : but as thefe are peculiar to it

: and
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and excellent beyond what any other fyftem
propofes, I leave a 1ecolleé’non of the reft to my
readers.

The fantions of this law, are as awful and
important as its muotives are engaging. A law
without fan&ions is utterly ufelefs. Rewards.
and punifhments are the grand. hinges, upon
which. all obedience turns. And what Jaw can
ftand in competition with the Chriftian in this
refpe& ! Look. at the heathen world ; and tho’
indeed they talked of Tartarus and Elyfium ; yet
both -were fo childifh, nay, and the notions of
the: wifeft concerning the foul’s immortality fo
dark and dubious, that: a thinking man could.
find-no fure reft, for the fole of his feet, with
them. But the great Lawgiver of the Chrifti-
ans, ‘as He came from above, could well reveal
the future world, He hath left us.in no doubt;:
Life apd immortality are brought to light by
Him. And behold eternity is propofed to man-
kind ; eternity; blefled in confequence of obedi-
ence ; ‘miferable, in confequence of impenitence
and fin. Are not thefe weighty fandiions ? A-
larming confiderations, to move us to an obfer-
vance-of the laws of Him, who hath faid, 7#%at
fhall .a man be profited, if be gain the whole world,
and lofe his own foul !

Every man, will affuredly think, that fuch
alarming mformatxons as thefe, are, fufficient,

feparate
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{eparate from- every other refletion, to encou-
rage him in the pra&ice of virtué ; and to deter

hini: from vice. -For in the filent ‘moment of’

calm recolle@ion —only let-a man' put it to his
confcience. — ¢¢ Is there indeed an eternity of
blifs or mifery awaiting me; and muft oneof thefe
be the conféquence of my prefent proper orimpro-
per condu&t ?- Surely nothing can be cqually im-
portant as a diligent attention to this folemn fu-

turity : nothing equally wife, as a ferious,  and’

devout preparation for it ?” He who can de-
fpife eternal punithments, deferves not the name
of either wife or brave ; and he that is uninte-
refted by- the offer of eternal happinefs, can
never be judged a friend to himfelf, or a juft
eftimator of things.

It may be obJe&ed, that eternal punifhments
are dreadful, and feem to controvert the Dexty
goodnefs: I will only reply to this point, in thc
words of an able and. learned writer :

¢ That God is geod feems to be a fufficient
anfwer. At prefent objeétions muft be imperti-
nent, and folutions imperfeét. Let us wait till
the righteous Judge appears, and thén thefe and
many difficulties will be removed. In the mean
time we may reft fatisfied with' this, that fin
fhall neither enjoy an impunity irreconcileable’

with God’s juftice and Majefty, nor .endure

fufferings inconfiftent with his mercy and cle<
mency.”

“ e
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«¢ It is, I think, generally fuppofed, that there
will be a great variety of punifhments. To be
deprived of fome good, which, by a proper con-
duét, might have been fecured and obtained, if
it be attended with diflatisfalion or regret, is
certainly a punifhment, if it always lafts, an
eternal punithment. He who is in this condi-.
tion, has loft his rank, and is placed far beneata
many of thofe who were once his equals, with-
out a poffibility of retrieving the lofs.”

I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.

M’

~

VERSES, occafioned by feeing the Countefs of
- H¥*X%% iy gears at the Magdalen-houfe.

BRIGHT Charity, as fories fay,
Met Britain’s genius t’other day ;

Both look’d delight, and never wore

A face of greater joy before.

¢« How falfe the ftories, fome have fpread

(The laft began) — immortal Maid !

How
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How falfe the tale, that never times y
Were fpotted with fuch numerous crimes ;
That never days, like thefe, ‘were known,
With fuch degenerate weeds o’ergrown ;

Hear them, —and FVirtue proftrate lies,
While Vice and Folly tyrannize ;
Religion’s lamp hath loft it’s light;
No man is good, no deed is right!
But, beft of graces, every day
In public while you pleafe -to ftray
Through my fair realms, you prove full well
The falfhood of the tale they tell.”

Her cheeks in crimfon blufhes dyed,
The gentle virgin thus replied :

¢« Bright genius of the happieft ifle,
That lives ‘in heav’n’s aufpicious fmile
Ah! wonder- not; that thus careft
I leave the manfions of the bleft,
Delighted through thy realms to rove ;
For love, thou know’ft, engages love.-
And wherefoe’er T pafs along,
In private or amidft the throng,
Whether the palace of ‘the great
I vifit, or the humbler feat
A pleafing welcome ftill attends,
And all rejoice to be my friends !
Thus I diffufe my comforts round,
And offer balm to ev’ry wound :
Thus univerfal good fupply,
And wipe the tear from every eye!”

« Ah
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¢¢ Ah no, the Genius fmiling faid,
I faw but now, immortal Maid,
The tender tears in plenty flow —
(Tears drawn by Pity .and by you?)
From her fair eyes, .whom, at firft look,
I frank(ly own .that I miftock
For you yourfelf; though pleas’d to fee
*Twas one fo:near and dear. to me.”
¢ I know her well, (the Grace .rejoin’d)
My fifter, "Pity, form’d her. mind ; ‘
She long has our .familiar been :
—"Tis H*¥¥s countefs, that you mean.,
I know the place, the time I know,
— Twas at my favourite houfe below :
Where :many a bright and. noble eye
Have paid their debt to charity :
Where e’en your Prince ¥, you muft confefs,
Touch’d with the tender foft diftrefs,
Cou’d not .refrain’ the melting tear,
But own’d, that I indeed liv’d.there!”
¢ Yes, Charity — with loftier tonc,
Britannia’s genius .then went on ;
That prince I call with pleafure mine,
"The ‘more, myfriend, as he is.thine !
His brother too, — (Thou know’ft him well,
What need for me his worth to tell'?)
Thy

* Prince Edward; whe was at the Chapel at the fame
time with-feveral other of the Nobility,
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Thy Patron * fhines! and long will be
{If heav’n indulge or thee or me)

The friend,; .the guardian, 'the ‘defence,
Of Briten, virtue, innocence ! -

¢ Under his illuftrious reign,

¢ Miftrefs of the fubje&t main,

« Glory “fhall ‘my fails ‘unfurl ;

¢¢ Courage 'fhall my “thunders hurl ;

¢ “Peace at -home my plains” fhall blefs ;
¢ Freedom ‘range with  happinefs :

¢ ‘Labour his founding anvil ‘ply ;
Through ‘the loom the ‘fhuttle fly;
Arts their wreathe-crown’d head thall rear;
«¢' Virtue “their 'reward 'fhall- bear :
Bright ‘religion through “the land,
Pleas’d fhall wave her olive 'wand;
Whiltt thou, immortal maid, fhalt be
An undivided friend to me;

¢ ‘And ‘{uppliant win th’ eternal fmile,
“¢ That gives its glory to each ifle.”

(41

* His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, our pre-
fent moft gracious, Sovereign, has condefcended to be-

come the Patron of that excellent Charity, ¢ The
Small-Pox Hofpital,”

N U M-
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NUMBER LXIV.

Ingratum fi dixeris, omnia dixeris.

CALLED the other morning upon my
friend Hafly, and found him and his lady in

no fmall pett, much difcompofed, and very in-
dignant. ‘The common compliments had fcarce
pafled, and [ had but juft taken my chair, when
he began. ¢¢ You -may be furprized perhaps at
feecing me and my wife a little difordered—But
fuch ingratitude—Few men I believe could bear
it.—It is rather too much for human nature.”~—
He delivered this with fome pathos ; and was fe-
conded by the good lady his wife, who furtled
up, and reddening with indignation, found
breath to fay,—¢¢ Indeed it is too much; but
people now-a-days, if they can get their own turn
ferved, care little for—They will ufe the ladder,
till they have got up, and then throw it away.”
I was obliged to remark very meekly, that < te
be fure ingratitude was a very bafe and odious
crime ; the growth of a bad foil ; univerfally
and juftly abhorred: but I took the liberty te
hint, that on that very account, we ought te
be the more careful how we lay the charge of
it againft any man; which fhould never be
urged in general terms, but proved by the clear-
eft
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eft evidence.” < Read that then, Sir, faid Mr.
Hafly, giving me a letter, and you'll find, that
we have pretty clear evidence.” I read the let-
ter, and perceived, that it was an apology from
a young gentleman of our mutual acquaintance,
for omitting his vifits to Mr. and Mrs. Hafly,
who had done him fome fervices ; but which
they had been mutually and induftrioufly careful
to proclaim ; with many diminifhing ftriCtures
on the young gentleman’s charaler, and as
many aggrandizing remarks on their own gene-
rofity and benevolence. I remember he con-
cluded his letter in thefe or in terms very fimilar
to them.—*¢ That you have done me fome fer-
vices, I do not, I never did deny. But thefe
fervices have been returned and repaid ; with all
proper acknowledgments : nor have I ever been

wanting in “all due refpe&, or in any grateful
remembrance. But ‘certainly, Sir, were not’
this the cafe, you have fully acquitted me of all
obligation. Since every fenfible man will agree,
that a public proclamation of obligations con-
ferred, on the part of the abliger, entircly releafes
the perfon obliged. As therefore you and your
wife have been pleafed fo frequently to fet forth
the fervices you have done me, and have fet
them forth in a much ftronger light, than truth
will warrant, I hope you will henceforth con-
clude me free of all debt, and not at all liable
to the odious charge, you lay againft' me,—the

Vor. II. 1 charge
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charge of ingratitude. Yet this notwithftand-
ing, allow me to add, that I fhall always be
ready to do you or yours any agreeable fervice ;
and I dare fay, upon refleGion you will be per-
fuaded, that you have too rafhly expected the
flavifh attachment of a man’s whole, life, for
fome few bencfits conferred, which a generous .
mind would feorn to mention.”

¢¢ There, faid Mr. Hafly, when I had read
the letter—There’s an ungrateful fellow ! Did
you ever read the like 2 Why, Sir, I faved this
man from perdition; I raifed him from the
dunghill ; I gave him bread to eat; and now he
is grown great, fee his bafenefs.” . Soft, my
dear Sir, quoth I; you know I am no_ ftranger
to Mr. Lodmell, or._his chara&er. You know
too, that I have often heard of your friendfhip
to him, as well from him as yourfclf I never
heard him exprefs himf{elf concerning you without
refpedt ; I have often heard you, in cool conver-
fation, advance as much as you bave done now,
And permit me to fay, it is too much by far; nay,
if it were not, if it were {trictly true, it doth not
become you to fay it, .Let others fpeak it to
your praife, On your fide, it appecars thh a
very ill grace,”

¢¢ What then, faid Mrs, Hafly, are you too
an advocate for Ingratitude ?” God forbid, Ma-
dam, replied I; I deteft the crime. But fuffer
me to afk, what you mean by Ingratitude,”

¢ Mean,
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¢ Mean, quoth my friend ; there’s no need for
her to explain that; all the world knows what
is meant by Ingratitude ; and all the world is
agreed to hate the man, who is guilty of it;
and Pl take care, that Lodell’s behaviour fhall
be no ‘fecret,”—¢ Oh, Sir, faid T, you are
warm 3 or you would foon fee, that: Refentment,
Paffion, and Pride, are crimes as well as Ingra-
titude. But pray, be cool a little; and only
tell me, Do you think a benefit conferred, can
never be equalled by any return? Or do you
conceive benefits’ immortal, and acknowledg-
ments endlefs #* There certainly”is an adequate’
return for many, for general favours; and that
made, we conceive the balance “equal.” ‘For
example, you have lent me; ina time of ‘di-
ftrefs, a- thoufand pounds; for which I "have
paid you five per cent. and at ‘length have re-
turned the whole money, with grateful thanks
and acknowledgments to you; and with a mind
well difpofed to do any thing in my power, that
may ferve or’ oblige you. Can it be faid, thatI
am wanting inr gratitude "¢ Doubtlefs no, re-
plied Hﬂj, but how different is’ Lodiell’s be-
haviour ” “ Suffer me, Sir, Jaid' L, to' proceed
—Should the man, who hath done me this fa-
vour, proclaim it improperly, and let the world
know, as far as he is able, that he hath faved
me from poverty and ruin; (though this be" far‘
from the truth) fhould he, thus mﬁnuate my
I 2 eternal
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cternal obligations to him; and morcover expe&t
me to pay the moft humble court to him: let
reafon anfwer, whether 1 fhould not be juftifi-
able in the fight of God and man, if 1 con-
cexved my. debt amply dlfcharged, and myfelf
fully acqmttcd from all obligation.”  ¢¢ Sir, faid
Mrs, Hafly, 1 am forry to hear you plead in fo
bad a caufe; I thouoht you efpecially would have
never undertaken thc defence of fuch a wretch
as Lodmell; nor have fpoken againft fo amiable
a virtue as gratitude.

_¢¢ Madam, replied I, I have only to fay, that
with all mankind I agree in admiring and rever-
ing gratitude : nor would I have any connec-
tions with, or regard for the man, who is in-,
fenfible to its charms, and injurious to his be-
nefadtor. . Nay, I would fubferibe to Mr. Dry-
den’s fine lines on this fubject :

Take éway this (gratitude :)

Why then no bond is left on human kind ;

Diftrufts, debates, immortal ftrifes enfue ;

Children may - murder parents, wives their
hufbands,

All muft be rapine, wars and defolation,

When truft and gratitude no longer bind.

. But tho’ I thus reverence gratntude, I cannot
caﬁly bcheve all thofc ungrateful whom thenr
bcnefa&ors call fo Men are apt to, conceiyve t0o,

hlgh
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high an opinion of the benefits they confer:
they view them in too ftrong a light; and ex-
pe&t more in return, than reafon or juftice will
warrant. ‘This is peculiarly the cafe with little
minds ; and moft unhappy is- that man, who is
under the neceflity of receiving favours from
fuch. A whole life of gratitude is not fuffi-
cient to return their obligations; which, in
the general, infolence and contempt fully cancel.
The great mind, as it finds the moft fatisfactory
delight in obliging, is' never hurt more, thah
when its kindneffes are repeatedly mentioneds it
enjoys greater pleafure from the noble refleCtion
on the good it does, than from the felfith pride
of the return it receives. And he who is fo fortu-
nate as to have favours conferréd' by men of
fuch minds, will never fail ‘in gratitude; for he
will never meet with wanity and ‘infolence ;" and
wvanity and infolence are the bane of gratitude.”
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i N U M'B E/RLXY.

..iud one fa{/é ﬂe;v ctmrely damus her fame.
ey ; Rowe

".To»_zi};E‘VISIT'OR:
gy R, ' .

FFYHOUGH the rmoft -exquifite ' delights,
., and the higheft gratifications arife from
:h“ fair {ex, it is too certain: that we often treat
their charaéters with. -dxfrel_'pcét_ and cenfure
them with a' feverity, which our own condu&
will by no means juftify, Perhaps that pecu-
liar delicacy, with ;which we conceive the fe-
male.virtue is to, be preferved, and that unfor-
giving agfterity, with which we look upon their
once blafted reputation, may arife from a fenfe
of the fuperior fatisfaltions they afford ; from
2 confeflion of the excellence and utility of
their amiable and tender endearments. Con-
fcious how neceflary their affeCtionate and plea-
fing fociety is to foften the rough journey of
life ; we are jealous of the minuteft ftain, which
may leflen them in our efteem, and deprive us
of the comforts flowing from their virtuous
friendfhip.—This however is the beft apology,
whether true or falfe, that we can offer to the
T 1Y fair
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fair fex, for condemning fo grofly liberties in.
them which we ourfelves indulge fo licentioufly.
I do not mean, ‘on ‘any account, to plead for
fuch Lberties on “their fide ; virtue is the diftin-
guithing excellence of a woman ; and fhe, who
can live eafy, under the lofs of it, deferves as
little eftimation as fhe will find. But while we
think ourfelves ‘above cenfure, and perhaps without
blame, in our conftant purfuit of unlawful plea-
fures, and in our continued gratification of fen-
fual appetites, fhall we either condemn to ever-
lifting infamy the woman, who (by what means
I enquire not) hath unhappily made a falfe ftep,
and been fubdued by that’ paﬂibn, whofe ftrength
and “univerfality ought much to alleviate its
guilt (at leaft in our judgment) ? ‘or fhall we
fuppofe, that the, who hath once been led-into
the. path of evil, is fo much, fo totally cor-
rupted, as to have no fingle ray of virtue yet
remaining in her mind, to enhghten her in her
return, and to thew her the foulnefs of indulg-~
ed vice ?—1It were to be wifhed, that the men -
who judge thus, would inform us, in what par-
ticulars they fuppofe the female mind to differ
from their own § and upon what principles they
conclude that the women have lefs fenfibility, ge.
nerofity, refolution, and virtue than the men.
For my part, I verily believe, if the matter were
brouglhit to the teft, and examples on either fide
Ig4 pro-
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produced, it would perplex the moft fagacious
lawyer to make an equitable decifion.

I know, that the men are very fond of be-
lieving that the fofter fex are more prone to
love ;—fhall I fay, more prompt, than their own:
the men of pleafure, who converfe with the mi-
ferable part of the fex, may believe this; the
men of virtue, who are happy in their acquain-
tance with women of a different fort, will uni-
verfally proclaim the contrary. And let me ob-
ferve, that the man of pleafure is no adequate
judge; fince the proflitute for hire is compelled
to an affectation of luft, which poffibly her heart
at the famé® time abhors ; a heart, which often
is compelled to afflumeé the greateft gaiety when
oppreft with the deepeft diftrefs.—But fuppofing
the paflion equally ftrong on both fides, fhall
the man find no taint on his reputation, no pre-
judice in his conne&ions, from an acknowledg-
ed and continual gratlﬁcatlon of his defires ; and
fhall the woman, (to enflame whofe affections
poffibly all methods have been ufed) fhall fhe
be the conftant mark of unforgiving reproach ;
and never be allowed to recover her charater
by a feries of the moft blamelefs conduét ? fure-
ly we a& here not only with great inconfift-
ence, but with a cruelty ill-becoming our mu-
tual humanity.

However, the lovely part of the creation, whofe

caufe we thus far have undertaken to plead,
may
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may and ought.to learn: one leflon, and that,of
high importance, under the prefent, circumftan-
ces: Which is; ¢ that fince fo fatal, and alinoft
irremediable, is the lofs of reputation, they can
never be too careful of their condudt, or too de-
licate in their behaviour. - They fhould con-
fider, that with their virtue, they will lofe all
things valuable ; tand therefore fhould arm them-
felves againft the foftnefles of nature, and the
artifices of feduction. - While they remember,
that not only the prefervation of virtue, but the
appearance too, is always neceffary, Many wo-
men, truly virtuous, lofe their reputation, by
not attending fufficiently to thofe appearances,
which their own innocence leads them to efteem
indifferent ; but which the feverity of cenfure
will conftrue into criminal.”

To fhew us, that a woman is capable, of
the higheft virtue, who hath unhappily wander-
ed Trom the fair and happy path ; as well as-to-
‘teach us more lenity to the fex, and to infpire
us with defires to forward every fcheme calcu-
lated to aid the refarmation of the more wretched
among(t them ; I fhall conclude with an actount
of the behaviour of Madam de la Valiere, the firft
miftrefs of Lewis the XIV¢h, < His conmnee-
tion (Lewis’s), fays my hiftorian, with Madam
de la Valiere, always continued, notwithftand-
ing the frequent infidelities he: was guilty of.
Thefe infidelities coft himy but_little trouble ;

Is and



L]

178 THE VISITOR. N°6s
and he always returned to 'her, who by her en-
gaging converfatiofi and fweetnefs of temper; by
an undiffembled love, and even by ‘the force of
Habit, ‘had made herfelf miftrefs of his heart,
without the help of artifice. But in the year
1669, flie perceived that Madam de Montefpan had
gained the afcendant ; fhe oppofed her with her
ufual foftnefs, and fupported a long time, almoft
without complaint, the mortification of feeing
her rival’s triomph. ' ‘She thought herfelf happy
in hér misfortune, ‘as the was ftill treated with
refpec by the King, whom fhe continued to
{ove; and ftill enjoyed his prefence, though fhe
was no'longet beloved by him.

At length, in 1675, fhe had recourfe to the
Yaft’ rehef of tender mmds, which are not fub-
dued but by profound refletions. She thought
thdt the heart, ‘which had been-engaged by her
lover, buight henceforth to be dedicated only to
‘heaven, Her converfion was as‘eminent as’ her
fondnefs : ‘She turned Carmelite at Paris ; and
ﬂeidily continued to wear a hair-cloth, to walk
Parefoot, to faft with great feverity, and to fing
whiole nights in the choir ; all which was borne
without fhrinking, by the delicacy of a woman
(then in the pride of beauty) who had long
lived in much prendor, luxury and plea(ure.
In thefe anfterities the continued from 1675, to
1710, under’ the namie of fifter Louifa de la
Mifericorde.—A" ng whe fhould  punifh the

. moﬂ:
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moft atrocious criminal in this manner, would
be guilty of tyranny; yet many women have vo-
luntarily fentenced themfelves to this punifh-
ment for the crime of love. There are few in<
ftances of politicians, who have taken this ri-
gorous courfe, and yet the crimes of ftate feem
to require greater expiations than the weaknefles
of love.—I will only add, that when fhe was
told of ‘the death of the Duke de Vermandois,
whom fhe had by the King, fhe faid, 1 bave rea-
Jon to lament his birth, more than bis death.”

I am, Sir,

Your moft 'obedie‘;ag fervant.

16 N U M-
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NUMBER LXVL

Oun arsp gurdwy Yeven, Tand'e xat avdoor.

Simonides.

HEN I walk along my garden, and fec

the trees late fo bloommg and verdant,

now divefted of their honours, and naked of
thofe leaves which lie withering on the ground ;
it reminds me of the tranfitory ftate of mortals,
and the fleeting fucceflion of all things below.
Nor can I help looking upon my fellow crea-
tures, without melancholly concern ; when full
of thefe thoughts I.exchange the fweets of re-
tirement for the bufy fcenes of this populous .
city. Thronged with multitudes innumerable
as the leaves upon 2 flourithing tree, not one of
its prefent inhabitants fhall in a few years re-
main ; every individual muft fall, as a leaf;
when a new generation fhall fpring forth ; oc-
cupy their places ; be bufied for a while in the
fame manner ; and then fade away, like their
forefathers, and leave their places and pofief-
fions to others! important as we may think our-
felves, nothing in nature will witnefs our depar-
ture ; every thing in life will proceed in its
ufual channel. A little, very little time, will
wipe
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wipe us entirely from the tables of human me-
mory : and the ftreets, which we now crowd fo
bufily, will not be lefs thronged for our abfence.

What an important leffon fhould this reflec-
&ion teach us ; and how much ought it to di-
minifh, in our efteem, the tranfitory purfuits
and poﬂeﬂions of this prefent world ! But when
we confider further, that as foon as this pafling
moment of life is done, an immortality awaits
us, when eternal good or evil muft be the con-
fequence of our good or evil conduét in this
life ; .how abfurd, as well as criminal, does it
render the a&ions of thofe;, who, with unwea-
ried anxiety, labour to gratify their worldly or
fenfual paffions! there is a beautiful paflage in
the Pfalms, which, under the fineft image, fets
to view the folly of fuch behaviour. ¢ 7 my-
fel y fays the facred writer, bave feen the ungodly
in great power, and’ Slouribing Like a green bay-
tree. I went by—and lo! bhe was gone! —1I
Jought him, but’ bis place could no where be ﬁzmd
Nothing can be imagined more piGurefque, ner-
vous and expreflive: nor can any moral be drawn
with greater beauty and propricty, than that in
the following verfe — Keep' innocency, and take
heed “to" the thing “which is tight 5 for that fhall
bring a man peace at the lafi.

This allufiort of human. honours, and human
life, to trees, leaves; &c. is familiar with our beft
poets 5 the fpeech which Shakefpear puts into the

mouth
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mouth of Cardinal Wilfey, on his fall, is parti-
cularly excellent ; t )

This is the ftate of man; to-day he puts forth
The tender leaves of hope; to-morrow bloffoms,
And bears his bluthing honours, thick upon him;
The third day comes a froft,’ a killing froft—
And when he thinks; good eafy man, full furely
His greatnefs is a ripening, nips his root,

And then he falls as I do !

But the moft famous fimile of this fort, is
that of Homer, in the fpeech of Glaucus, Iliad,
B. VI. v. 181, which Igive my reader in Mr.
Pope’s tranflation. -

What, or from whence I am, or who my fire,

(Reply’d the chicf) can Tydeus’ fon enquire ?

Like leaves on trees, the race of man is found,

Now green in youth, now with’ring on the
ground ;

Another race the following fpring fupplies,

‘They fall fucceflive, and fucceffive rifc :

So generations in their courfe decay, . .

So flourifh thefe, -when thofe are paft away.

Upon which paflage Mr. Pope obferves, ¢¢ That
there is a noble gravity, in the beginning of this
fpeech of Glaucus, according to the true ftile of

antiquity,
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antiquity, few and evil are our day: This beau-
tiful thought of our author, whereby the race of
men are compared to the leaves of trees, is ce=
lebrated by Simonides, in a fine fragment, extant
in Stobeus. ‘The fame thought may be found i
Ecclefiafticus ¢. xiv.''v. 18. almoft in the fame
words, As of the green leaves on a thick tree, fome:
Jall and fome grow 5 fo is the generation of Sefr
and blasd, one cometh to an endy’ and anoiher is born.
«— Homer, in this paffage, has imitated an anci-
ent poet, Mufizus, the following' fragment from
whom Clemens Alexandrinus in the 6th book of
his Stromata has preferved,

Q¢ & avrwg kas QuaAe puer Zadwpos apsed,
AAre pey e peamoy awopliver, aria d's ues,
Q¢ d'c xat arfewms yeven nas QuAAGY EAITOSr.

Which is fo fimilar to Homer, that there is no
need to tranflate it.—

Though this comparifon be juftly admired -
for its beauty in this obvious application to
the mortality and fucceffion of human life;
it feems, however, defigned by the poet (in
this place) as a proper emblem of the tranfi-
tory ftate, not of men but of families ; 5 which

being by their mlsfortunes, or follies, fallen
and decayed, do agam, in a ‘happier feafon,

revive and flourifh in the fame and virtues of
their " pofterity. And in this view it*hath an
additional beauty,

Homer
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. Hemer is fo fond of this allufion, that he ap-
plies it again in his 21ft Book, v. 537 ; and in-
deed the thought is at once fo natural and juft,
that one cannot wonder it fhould recur to a mo-
ralifing mind : and perhaps, on that account,
we may confider each of the paffages produced,
rather as originals, than imitations; fince nothmc
Tis more common, than for the fame thought
(efpecially if ju/? and natural) to occur to diffe-
rent minds ; and it feems not agreeable to eriti-
cal equity, to give him, who hath the right of
.- firft pofleflion, the whole merit of every fuccef-
for. The laft mentioned paflage in Homer runs
thus :

~ For what are men?_ Calamitous by birth,
They owe their life and nourifhment to earth ;
Likeyearly leaves, that now, with beauty crown’d,
Smile on the {un ; now wither on the ground.

I will conclude this paper and thefe quotati-
ons, with a tranflation of the fine fragment of
Simonides, mentioned above, .of which I have
given a line for my motto, and which contains

fuch good inftru&tion, as I would with to leave
on thg r_nind of my readers.

Wife was the Chian, when he f{aid, to ﬁlew
The mﬂ‘ab:hty of men below,
“ Ah!

.- 4 - i 4
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‘“ Ah! what a wond’rous likenefs may we trace

Between the falling leaves, and mortal race ! ”

Yet, yet how few thc folemn truth receive !

Vain in purfuit, and high in hope they live ;

A thoufand fruitlefs fchemes their thoughts
engage,

Alike forgetful, or of death or age;

Toiling, while health and ftrength their pow'rs

- fupply,

With bufy, reftlefs, fond anxiety !

Ah fools and vain | and will they not be wife?

Nor know, that youth’s fair flower foon fades
and dies; :

And life’s quick moment, like a fhuttle flies ! .

But thou, my friend, a better leffon learn,

And hence m&ru&ed mind thy great concern ;

To virtue’s generous as thy foul apply,

In good more aQive, — as fo-foon to dic !

N U M-
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NUMBER LXVIL

Ladies fupreme among amufements reign,

By nature born to footh, and entertain :
Their pmaence in a foare of folly lies;
Why axill they be fo weak, as 1o 6: wife ?

" Youxe.

IS S Selima Seeker’s moft refpeltful com-

pliments-to ‘the Vifitor — fhe has a great
many apologles to make for her long filence ;
but ‘has ‘no’ masner of ‘doubt, that a gentle-
man of Mr, Candzd’s politenefs ‘will readily par-
don “her, ‘when ' the ‘unfold’s fo ‘him the ini-
menfity of reafons and caufes, which have en-
grofled her attention, and rendered it morally
impoffible and impraéticable for her to think of
the Ledger, the Vifitor, and indeed of any thing
refpedting the city. — One word in your ear,
dear Sir, before I enter upon apologies, or any
fort of bufinefs,—I am going to be married! Is
not that of itfelf reafon fufficient for my total
negle&t of you? For what, do you think, I
wrote to you——for what do you think I took
upon me the office of a public author in your
paper ? — for what do you think I attended the
city-aflembly (pardon me, the metropolitan
ball ) —for what does your wifdom fuppofe, good

Vi
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Vif. = that T fet up the fecking aflembly, and
took upon me the trouble of condulting the
whole " affair. — For what do you think I vifited
Tunbridge, Brightbelmflone, &c. &c. this laft fum-
mer? Why, furely your fagacity is not puzzled
~Dear creature, I'll be frank with you; it was
all for what I have — (I bope I have) — got
pretty fure,— thank the Gods and Godefles, Se-
lima hath not fought in vain !

Well, but what a pradigious varlety of events
have happened, fince I wrote to you laft | — His
Mcgcj)’y' why, to be fure, he was an excellent
King! poor man! 1 am moft' immoderately con-
cerned for his'death ! and Tam fo eéceffively glad,
that we have fuch a fweet young King.—Do you
know, that I had the honour of a kifs from his
charming lips, there, that Sunday! T was at

court, - you muft know : and he kifled us all

For my part, Ithought, I could have very well
«difpenfed with all ‘his kiffes myfelf — But wh:!t
of that, Mr. ¥#fitor,~I think, I remember, my
favourite Valtaire fomewhere fays, that there wis
not a Lady in France, that cwald or would have
refifted Lewis the Fourteenth. 1 have been reading
his <¢ Age-of Lewss the Fourteenth,” you muft
know, this fummer : “What 2 heavenly creature
that Lewis was in his'younger days! well, 1
profefs, that I am an immenfe advocate for
2 French Court. I love Fremch things
profoundly ! There is fuch an amazing polite-

' nefs |




188 THE VISITOR. Ne¢b6j.

nefs | Your Englifh are nothing to them; the
Irifp gentlemen, to be fure come the neareft to
them—But what of that? You would not con-
clude, ‘T hope, from thence, that 1 am going to
marry a gentleman of freland 2 But fuppofe I
was ; — pray, where is the difference ? Have
you not heard that gallant fong which the dear
royal wolunteers, who. are gone on this great ex-
“pedition—Oh, my. heart is with them !-they are
fome of the fineft gentlemen in the univerfal
fyftem. of nature:— Every body fays fo— But
their fong, ‘¢ Scotch, Englifh, Welch, Irifh,
are one, are one, &c.” T'hat’s the chorus; how
my heart beat, when I heard fome of them
fing it!—and amongft the reft my dear Sir,
the handiomeft, finet man in the world —
Lady C——, who is dead and gone — Poor
foul, how happy would it have been, if fhe had
but lived a jyear or two longer—Why, fhe faid,
that he was as handfome for a man, as fhe for 2
woman ; and, befides, he’s a man of fpirit, the
very firft that went upon the French coaft,
when Sir_John M would not, or could not
go— I don’t know which ; I don’t underftand
po]ntncs——-Lord blefs me, Mr. Vifitor,. but I muft.
putina word about them,—why, my dear papa
talks and thinks of nothing elfe: politics for break-
faft, politics for dinner, politics at tea, politics
for fupper — polities in the city, politics in the
country,

-
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country, politics afleep, politics awake;~—nothing .
but politics;—and there’s a book that I have been
obliged to read to him ; all the world reads it; I
heartily with the author had been better employed.
It has coft me no fmall trouble with him and his
German war. — What has the King of Pruffia,
(a man that I would go a thoufand miles to fce)
what has he done to this confiderate gentleman,
that he muft .pick fo many-holes in his coat ?
What care I, whether he’s a Papiff or Proteflant,
a Deif? or an Atheif?; whether he builds churches
for Roman Catholics or Calvinifts ; who is fo
narrow-fpirited as to care for that political ftalk-
ing-horfe, religion? 'He’s a great man to be fure,-
and we do well to give him all the money we
can 3 what’s a million of money to: Englifhmen ?
and what does the man talk of his doing us good
—+ why, to be fure, he never cando us good:
But he’s too fweet natured 2 man ever to do any
woman amongft us any hurt. Fi¢ upon this wri-
ter! fie upon him! I amquite afhamed of thé"
poor creature. ;
But— ¢¢ angels and minifters of grace de{end‘ v
us ”’— whither am I running !’ well; to be fure,:
I have fuch a pen! I never.write lefs than two:
fheets, full on all fides, to any of my common
acquaintance ; and I affure you I have near four
and twenty fheets written at different times, re-
fpecting myfelf, and the tranfations of this laft’
fummier, which I propofe to fend you, and you
may "
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may fend it, if you will, to your friend Mr.
Manyfbects, and make a book of it — I’ll anfwer
for it, it will fell ; — But that’s not the point—
T'll tell you then. ~As to the Seeking-affembly,
you may remember, I fent you word, that they
chofe me Queen ; I fent you a copy of my
fpeech; much admired it was; every thing went
on very well; Seckers in abundance offered s
their various wants were regiftered, — and there:
was an appearance of amazing good confequen-
ces from this inftitution of, ours : — It does not.
require the penetration of a Lord Chancellor or
a Minifter of ftate to find out, what was moft
generally enquired after by the ladies of -our af-
fembly — To be open, Hufbands were the prin-
cipal want ;. proper hufbands, men of tafte.and
fpirit — I bate your hum-drum, fee-faw, ftay-
at-home,  prudence-faced things? give me a man
of gallantry ; never cntertain a thought, Mr.
Vifitor—but my admirer is fuch a one. There
was a. wrinkled old: maid, who had paffed her
grand climaeric, and was very fick for a huf-
band :, the entered —— fthe would enter herfelf
amongft us-——and fthe. fpoiled all —but I can’t
ftay at prefent to: tell you all about that; I will
write i a few days: again 5 — I muft haﬁen to
more important matters.

- My papa: would needs go to Tunbridge; 1

could not ObJC& 1 had my fore-bodings ; fome
dreams

b :
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dreams efpecially’ of a very promifing nature ;
and thither accordingly we went! I had not
been there long, before the particular- atten-
tion of the moft agreeable man by a thou-
fand, thoufand - times, was conferred upon me.
— Oh, if T was to tell you all.— but blefs
me, I hear his chariot at the door! fo adicu,
dear Vifitor: I am in an aftonifhing flurry.
— You fhall hear morc indeed very foon:
after our 4all depend upon it; don’t you
know; that to-morrow is our.firft Jall, at the
merchants affembly ! we fhall have exceeding good
company. D'll tell you as a fecret, twenty, thir-
ty, forty guineas have been oftered for an annual
ticket ! but in vain ! — what a great charaler
our affembly has.—By the way, papa has juft
given a hundred guineas for a room for us to fee
the csronation.—You fhall hear of it be affured !
But it is a monftrous thing this mourning ; it
chagrines one to death! pofitively I hate thefe
miferable fables ! If it was not for a little white
crape, and lralian gauze, one fhould be quite
out of one’s fenfes! I love every thing Jtalian /
Have not you a vaft idea of that people? I fing
nothing but Iialian. That charming fong, Vi
Amantey how 1 die with rapture when I hear it !
Exquifite, delightful Giardini,—what a ravithing
voice, what a creature that is ! I would give the

world to underftand the language, it is fo foft = -

and expreffive : It is faid to be the only fit lan-
X guagg;-,
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guage for love.—Well, but ftill I ramble : You
muft know, we fhall be extremely crowded. —
But have you heard of the affair at the other
end of the town !—At C ¢ Houfe? You fee,
the great folks there have followed our example.
But fure never was fuch an affembly ! Stars and
Garters, Dukes and Duchefles innumerable. [
thall inevitably "die, if I think of it: human
nature can’t fupport it.—And befides, Mr. Mac-
namara calls loudly for me,—Reft aflured that
you fhall hear foon again, if I don’t take a little
trip to Scotland 5 which, entré nous, I fhould
like immenfely. - Adieu,

Wednfday Evening.

NU M-
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NUMBER LXVIIL

God made thee perfelt, not' immutable;
And good be made thee, but to perfevere
He left it in thy pow’r 5 ordain’d thy avill
By nature free, not over-rul'd by fate
Inextricable, or firic neceffity ;
Our woluntary fervice He requires,
Not our neceffitated : fuch awith Him
Finds no acceptance, nor can find : for how
Can hearts, not free, be try’d, whether they ferve
Willing or n0 5 awho avill but what they muft
By defliny, and can no other chogfe ?
Parad. Loft. B, V.

SIR,

F all the extravagant opinions which have
been invented and propagated amongft
mankind, there is perhaps fcarce any one of a
more pernicious nature than that which would
reduce them to the condition of mere machines,
by denying them to be invefted with a power of
felf-determination. A notion at firft, -fet on:
foot by fome philofophers under the name of
fate; which, tho® fufficiently and often explo= "
ded, has been revived again with little other al-
teration than that of a name, by the Predefling-
riansy of former and latter times. > Bs
Vou. II. . K -The
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‘T'he {ubftance of what thefe latter affirm is,
¢¢ that in confequence of the fall of our firft
parents, all mankind are entirely divefted of a//
power to do any alion, properly good; and
have no other liberty but to will evil only (as
they phrafe it) and that in this condition they
muft inevitably remain, a few chofen ones only
excepted ; who, by virtue of an irrefiflible im-
pulfe of God’s holy fpirit, are fo acted upon,
as to make them walk in the ways of righte-
oufnefs.” An opinion utterly deftrutive of all
religion and virtue ; which puts mankind not
on a'level only, but even finks them far below
the beafts that perith : it being evident, that if
this account be true, they are of all creatures
in this lower world, by far the moft miferable.

Could it have been poffible to have reafoned a
priori, one fhould doubtlefs have pronounced,
that what ever flrange opinions might happen to
take place amongft the human fpecies concern-
ing other articles,they would always have en-
tertained proper fentiments with regard to hu-
man liberty ; as perhaps there is no inftance in
which the conduét of mankind appears fo mani-
feftly abfurd and inconfiftent, as in refpeét to
this particular. For to hear perfons difcourfing
very gravely concerning virtue and vice, reli-
gion and piety, rewards and punifhments ; to
obferve them perpetually cenfuring and con-
demning each other; declaring, this perfon de-

4 ferves
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ferves this thing, another that; and, in almoft
the fame breath, declaiming againft freedom of
will; —what is inconfiftency and felf-contradic-
tion if this be not ?—1It is evident that ’tis free-
dem of will, and that only, which can make
any one an accountable Being, and render him
capable of thefe things ; and without this, virtue
and vice, religion and piety, rewards and pu-
nifhments are mere founds ; downright chime-
ras which neither have, nor can have any exif-
tence but in a diftemper’d imagination only.

But the miftakes of thefe perfons can never
alter the nature of things; and whatever they
may affirm, there is no truth more incontefti-
bly certain, than that the human fpecies are .en-
dowed with a power of felf-determination. I
enter not here on the queftion, whether this
power (where religion is concerned) is derived
from nature or grace; that belongs to another
fubje&t ; but only defign to fhew, that fuch a
power they really have, which may be proved
by a variety of arguments.

‘The nature of man in the firlt place, as a
reafonable creature, proves this : the idea of r2-
tionality neceflarily inferring that'of Jiberty : there
being no reafon affignable why he thould 'be en-
dowed with the knowledge of moral good and
cvil, unlefs it be that he might practice the one¢
and avoid the other.

? K 2 Sccond-
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Secondly, The fame thing is farther evident,
from that {felf-approving and felf—condemning
power in man, called confeience ; which it is cer-
tain can anfwer no end at all, if he is not en-
dowed with freedom of will, unlefs that of a
deceiver and tormentor : for why am I approv=

ed and commended, why am I accufed and dif-,

quieted-in vain, for that which I can no more
prevent, if I have no liberty, than I can the

circulation of my blood and the pulfation of
my heart ! itis manifeft there can be no ground.

for felf-approbation or felf-accufation, where
there is no voluntary action : formal well or
evil doing in fuch a cafe being utterly impof-
fible.

A farther proof of this particular, arifes from
the confideration of the buman fpecies, as fub-
je&ts of religion; which it is on all hands al-
lowed they are ; now it mu{’c be obvious, that
unlefs man is a moral agent religion with him
can never have any, even the leaft exiftence.
For what is religion, but wpluntary homage.and
obedience to the great Creator; take away
liberty, and the religion of mankind and that
of the brute creation, nay and even of clocks
and watches, muft ftand entirely on the fame
foat. ) ,
But among various arguments which may be
brought in fupﬁort of this truth, there is nonc

niore couvu cing than that thch may be drawn
from

=

s N
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from certain matter of fa&t ; namely, the
confcioufnefs which every individual poffeffes
of a power of felf-determination in his own
breaft : for that there is fuch a confcioufnefs, is
evident from hence, that all mankind, of their
own accord, fuppofe not only their own, but
the ations of others alfo, to be the voluntary
produtions of their own minds; hence both
themfelves and others become almoft continual-
ly the fubjects either of commendation or cen-
fure : a thing utterly unaccountable on any other
fuppofition, than that of a confcioufnefs of li-
berty. For however they might be fuppofed,
from a principle of pride, to claim the honour
of doing good altions to their own perfons, yet
that can never be the cafe with refpe& to others;
whom neverthele(s we find them no lefs ready
to commend on certain occafions than them-
felves ; and with regard to_thofe aions, which
are evil, though they might either from the
forementioned principle or refentment only, af-
cribe them to other perfons ; it is manifeft that
this cannot be the motive on which they place
them to their own accounts : and that they do
thus place them, is evident, fince it is for that
reafon, and that only, that they are often very
uneafy ; and fometimes to fuch a degree, as to

be an infupportable burden even to themfelves.
Thus a confcioufnefs of liberty is manifeft :
and certainly an infinitely wife and good being
K3 . would
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would never endow any creature with 2n aétual
confcioufnefs of a power, which he really has
not ; indeed the thing is impoflible in jtfelf; an
attual perception neceffarily implying the real
- exiftence of the thing perceived.

Thus from thefe confiderations alone it is fuf-
ficiently apparent, that the human fpecies are
really invefted with a power of felf-determina~
tion capable of chufing moral good, and refu-
fing evil. But for the farther eftablifhment of
this important truth, I will beg leave to engage
fome future paper, when T will preduce the au-
thority of holy fcripture, together with that of
the ancient fathers of the Chriftian church: a
few paffages from each of which, together with
fome obfervations, will, I hope, be fufficient to
eftablifh this fundamental tenet.

I am, Sir,
Your'sy, &c.

T

The
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The Beg, the AnT, and the SPARROW.

A FABLE.

Addrefs’d to Mifs Phaebe and. Kitty C—-—n, at
Boarding-fchool.

Y dears, ’tis faid, in days of old,
That beafts could talk, and birds could

fcold.
But now it feems the human race

Alone engrofs the {peaker’s place.
Yet lately, if report be true, -
(And much the tale relates to you)
There met a Sparrow, Ant, and Bee, -
‘Which reafon’d and convers’d as-we,

Who reads my page will: doubtlefs grant,
That Phe’s the wife induftrious Ant.
And all with half aneye may fee,
That Kitty is the bufy Bee.
Here then are two—but where’s the' third ?
Go, fearch your School, yow'll find the bird.
Your fchool ! T afk your parden, fair,
I'm fure you’ll find' no Sparrow there.

Now to my tale—One Summer’s morn
A Bee rang’d o’er the verdant lawn ; -
Studious to hufband every hour,
And make the moft of every flow’r.
Nimble from ftalk to ftalk fhe flies,

- And loads with yellow wax her thighs:
With which the artift builds her comb,
And keeps all tight and warm at home,

K 4 - Ox
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Or from the cowflip’s golden bells
Sucks honey to enrich her cells;
Or every tempting rofe purfues,
Or fips the lilly’s fragrant dews;
Yet never robs the thining bloom,
Or of its beauty or perfume,
Thus fhe difcharg’d in every way’
The various duties of the day.

It chanc’d a frugal Ant was near,
Whofe brow was wrinkled o’er by care.
A great ceconomift was fhe,

Nor lefs laborious than the Bee;

By penfive parents often taught

What ills arife from want of thought: .
‘That poverty on floth depends ;

On poverty the lofs of friends,

Hence every day the Ant is found

With anxious fteps to tread.the ground;
With curious fearch to trate the grain,
And drag the cumb’rous load with pain. -

‘The a&tive Bee with pleafure faw

The Ant fulfil her parents law :

Ah! Sifter labourer, fays fhe,

How very fortunate are we !

Who, taught in infancy to know

The comforts which from labour flow,
Are independent of the great,

Nor know the wants of pride and ftate,

Why is our food fo very fweet ?
Becaufe we earn before we eat.

‘Why are our wants {o véry few?
Becaufe we nature’s calls purfue, Whence
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Whence, our complacency of mind ?
Becaufe we a& our. parts affign’d.
Have we inceffant tafks to do ?
Is not all nature bufy too!
Doth not the fun with conftant pace,
Perfift to run his annual race ?. <
Do not the ftars which fhine fo bright,
Renew their courfesievery night ?
Doth not the ox .obedient bow
His patient neck, and draw the plough ?
Or when did e’er the generous fteed
With-hold his labour or his fpeed ?
If you all nature’s fyftem fean,.
The only idle thing is Man !

A wanton Sparrow long’d to hear
Their fage difcourfe, and ftrait drew near..
‘The bird was talkative and loud,
And very pert and very proud..
As worthlefs and as vain a thing'
Perhaps, as ever wore a wing.
She found, as on a fpray fhe fat,
‘The little friends were deep in chat;
‘That virtue was their favourite theme,,
And toil and probity their {cheme :
Such talk was hateful to her breaft,
She thought them errant prudes at beft..
When, to difplay her haughty mind, ’
Hunger with cruelty combin’d ;.
She view’d the Ant with cruel eyes,,
And hopt and hopt to fnatch her-prize..

The
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The Bee who watch’d her opening bill,
And guefs’d her fell defign to kill ;.
Afk’d her from what her anger rofe,.
And why fhe'treated Ants as foes ?
The Sparrow her reply began,
And thus the converfation: ran.
Whenever ’m difpos’d to: dine,,
I think the whole creation mine ©
That I’m a bird of high degree,
And every'infe&t made for me.
Hence oft I fearch the Emmet brood,
For Emmets are delicious food;
And oft in wantonnefs and play,
I flay ten thoufand im a day.
For truth it is; without difguife,.
That I love mifchief as my eyes.
Oh! fie, the honeft Bee reply’d,
I fear you make bafe Mlan your guide 3
Of every creature fure the wortt,
Tho’ in creation’s fcale the firft !
Ungrateful man ! ’tis ftrange he thrives,
‘Who burns the Bees to rob their hives "
¥ hate his vile adminiftration,
And fo do all the Emmet nation.
‘What fatal foes to birds are men,
Quite to the Eagle from the Wren!
Oh ! do not men’s example take,
‘Who mifchief do for mifchief’s fake;
But fpare the Ant—Her worth demands
Efteem and: friendfhip at your hands.
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A mind with every virtue bleft
Muft raife compaffion in your breaft.

Virtue ! rejoin’d the fneering bird,
Where did you learn that gothic word ?
Since I was hatch’d I never heard
That virtue was at all rever’d.

But fay it was the angients’ claim,

Yet moderns difavoW the name.

Unlefs, my dear, you read romances,

I cannot reconcile your fancies.

Virtue in fairy tales is feen

To play the goddefs or the queen.

But what’s a queen without the pow’r,
Or beauty, child, without a dow’r?

Yet this is all that virtue brags ;

At beft ’tis only worth in rags ;

Such whims my very heart derides;
Indeed you make me burft my fides.
Truft me, Mifs Bee, to fpeak- the truth,
I've copied men from earlieft youth,
The fame our tafte, the fame our fchool,
Paffion and appetite our rule.

And call me bird, or call me finner,

Tll ne’er forego my fport or dinner.

A prowling Cat the mifcreant fpies,
And wide expands her amber eyes. ¢
Near and more near Grimalkin draws,
She wags her tail, protends her paws :
‘Then fpringing on her thoughtlefs prey,
She bore the vicious bird away.

K6 Thus
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‘Thus, in her cuelty and pride,

‘The wicked wanton Sparrow dy’d.
N.

NUMBE R LXIX.

————1Ingrate, be had of me
Al be could have; I made him Juft and right,
Suficient to have flood, the’ free to fall :
Such I created all 1 ethereal powers,
And fpirits, both them avho flood, and them awho fail'd;
Freely they flood awbo flood, and fell who fell. :
Not free, avhat proof could they bhave giv'n f incere
Of true allegiance, conflant faith and love,
Where only what they needs muft do appear'd,
Not avhat they wwould ? What praife could they re-
ceive ? -
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid,
When aill and reafon (reafon alfo is choice)
Ulelefs and wain, of freedom both defpoild,
Made paflive both, had ferw’d neceffity,
Not me?

MivLTox,
To the V1siTOR.

S IR, 5

MONG the various particulars contain-

3 ed in the volume of divine revelation,
there is nothing more evidently taught, than
that the human fpecies are invefted with a ca-

72 pacity
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pacity of -doing or abftaining from thofe things
on which their final happinefs or mifery depends.
The whole book proceeds ‘entirely on_the fup-
pofition of fuch a power, and were all the feve-
ral paffages, which prove the moral agency of
mankind to be tranfcribed, they would fill 2
large treatife. ‘The following few will fuffice
for our prefent purpofe.

Genefis iv. 7. ¢ If thou doft well, fhalt thou
not be accepted.” Surely if there is any cer-
tainty in language, it is evident -from thefe
words, -that Cain had it in his power to do
thofe things which were required by his Crea-
tor, as the conditions of his eternal happinefs.

Genefis vi. 3. < My fpirit fhall not always
ftrive with man.” 4&s vii, 51. * Ye do always
refift the Holy Ghoft.”

The particulars taught by thefe paflages are,
that the holy fpirit does ftrive with mankind to
induce them to do thofe things, which are ne-
ceffary to their eternal well being ; but that his
operations were not irrefiftible, and with fome
were actually refifted : and what can prove that
mankind are capable of chufing good, and re-
fufing evil, if this does not? Surely it is im-
poflible for the Blefed Spirit ever to excite men
to do thofe things, which he knows they are
utterly incapable of performing; and to com-
plain of, and reproach them for non-compliance .
with his folicitations, when he knew it was not

pof-
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pofiible for them ever to a&t in any other man-
mer, than that in which they did aét.

Deuteronomly. xxx. 19. ¢ I call heaven and
earth to record againft you thisday, that I have
fet before you life and death—therefore chiufe
life, &ec.

This feripture does moft clearly and' certain-
ly teach, that mankind are endowed with a
power of chufing good and refufing evil, and
cannot poflibly be true in any refpe& on the
contrary fuppofition ; for if the one part of
men are fo’aCted upon, as to be under an in-
vincible neceflity of doing thofe things which

are requifite to their eternal happinefs, it can- .

not, with the leaft degree of truth, be affirm-
ed, that death has ever been-fet before any of
them : and if the reft are under an utter inca-
pacity of avoiding thofe things which will in-
fallibly procure their everlafting condemnation,
it"is impofiible to fay that life has ever been fet
before fo much as one of them: fo that on
this hypothefis, the whole paflage is entirely
falfe in all its parts’; death- and life having
never been fet before any perfon fince Adam’s
fall.

Iwiab' v. 3, &c. ¢ What could have been
done more—that T have not done for my vine-
yard.—Wherefore, when I looked that it fhould
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ?
Luke gii. 6, &c. “ A certain° man had a fig

tree

.
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tree—and he came and fought fruit thercon and
found none—then faid he—cut it down, &c.”

What can be more ftrange than the language
of thefe texts, if it was entirely out of the
power of the perfons concerned, to prevent that
behaviour, which was the caufe of thefe cam-
plaints ? Ought not. the queftions on fuch a
fuppofition to be dire&ly inverted? For what
could have been dene kfs for them, tban abfo-
{olutely nething at all? How ceuld any other
than wild grapes be expefted, if the nature of
the vine was fuch, as to produce them only,
and no other ? With what reafon could expec-~ |
tations be formed, of gathering figs from a
tree, which was known to have perithed: fo foen
as it was planted ? It is evident therefore from
thefe paffages, that mankind are flill endowed
with power to do thefe things which. are: ex-
peéted from them. by their Creator.

Exek. xviii. 30. xxxviz 11. < Repent and
turn yourfelves from all- your tranfgreflions;. as
1 live, faith the Lord; I have no pleafure in the
death of the wicked;: but that the wicked: turn
from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways, for. why will ye die, O houfe
of Ifrael?”

Can any thing more clearly and inconteftibly
prove the libesty of the human will, than thefe
texts of fcripture, in which Almighty God de-
clages, even upon oath, that Ire would have

ey every
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every one turn from the evil of their doings,
that they may efcape the punifhment which
otherwife would be the certain confequence
thereof : but what is there in all this more than
a cruel infult on mankind, if they are as utter-
ly uncapable of doing the thing required, as of
transforming themfelves into another {pecies of
creatures ! As to the wretched evafions fo often
made ufe of on other occafions, of a power
given them in Adam to do what was command-
ed, it is obvious that it can have no place here,
the thing required being of a different nature
from any duty expe@ed from him antecedently
to the fall. For repentance could not have been:
enjoined them, neither was any power given to
perform it; that was an after requirement, and
mmplies a new and different covenant, which of
confequence infers a power of performing the
conditions ; and accordingly mankind are here:
called upon by Ged himfelf fo to do: which if
it does not prove that they are really invefted:
with the power contended for, nothing can.

Luke xix. 41, 42. ¢ When he was come
near he beheld the city, and wept over it, fay-
ing, O that thou hadft known the things which
belong to thy peace.”—/Matth. xxiii. 37. < O’
Jerufalem thou that Killeft the prophets—how
often would'I have gathered thy chlldrcn-—and
ye would not.”

It
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It is evident from ‘thefe words, that thofe to
whom they were addrefled, were invefted ‘with
fufficient power to fecure their own eternal well
being ; for otherwife, what propriety can there
be in this pathetic upbraiding ? and muft it not
be added, what fincerity, in this appearing ten-
der concern? certainly no one can ever be a
proper fubjeét of blame and complaint, that
‘was always under an inevitable neceflity of act-
ing juft in the fame manner that he does, and
could not poflibly a& in any other. Therefore,
to charge fuch a onec with having refufed offers
of falvation, and to pretend to weep over-him
on that account, would be hypocritical to the
laft degree ; as offers on impoffible conditions,
are no offers at all.  So that if there is any cer-
tainty in language, thefe paflages again incon-
teftibly prove, that mankind are capable of do-
ing thofe things which are required of them by
their Creator, in order to their eternal felicity.
From thefe few foregoing texts, it is fuffici-
ently manifeft what the Scripture doérine is
concerning the freedom of the human will: it
remains only to thew, that the fentiments of the
firft ancient writers of the Chriftian Church
were entirely agreeable to thofe maintained a-
bove. That they were unanimoufly fo till the
time of St. Aufflin is notorious.
Fuftin Martyr.— < Though in our creation
we had no chome, yet in our regeneration we
have ;
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have ; for God perfuades only, and draws us
gently by co-operating with our rational powers.”
——<¢ If all things are determined by fate, then
farewel freedom of will ;—unlefs man has it in
his power to chufe the good, and refufe the
evil, no one can be accountable for any a&ions
whatfoever.”

Clement  Alexandrinus.—¢ Neither praifes or
reprehenfions, rewards or punifhments could be
juft, if the foul had not the power of chufing
and-refufing.”

Tertullian.—¢ An entire liberty of the will
is granted. to man on every fide, that he may
always appear to. be mafter of himfelf, by do-
ing of his own accord that which is good, and
avoiding of his own accord that which is evil,
—Man who is in other refpefts fubject to the
determination.of God, ought to do- that which
is juft, out of the good pleafure of his own
free- will.”

Origen.—*¢. You deftroy the nature of virtue,
if you take away liberty—how could God require
of man, that which he hath not in his power
to offer him ?—a man cannot be made guilty
by that which happencth not by his own will.”

Methodius.—*¢ To do evil or not to do it,
depends on our own will, otherwife we fhould
not receive punifhment for our evil actions or
reward for our good ones.”

Macarius. —<¢ A law is given to him who
hath 2 free will ; but no law is given to a nature

bound
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bound or fixed to one; you take away liberty by
faying man is of a nature bound to one.”

Ferome. —¢¢ What God commands muft be
pofiible to be obferved : Where a poffibility of ac-
tion is taken away, there is no fin : for noman is
condemned for that which he could not do.”

Theodoret.—< How can he be juft who punith-
eth a nature not able to do good ! The Counfel
of Arles, pronounceth an’ Anathema on thofe
who fay that he that perifheth hath not received
means, whereby he might be faved.”

Thefe are a few out of the many teftimonies
which might be produced. ‘Thus from reafon,
Jeripture, and antiquity, it evidently appears, that
mankind are invefted with fufficient power to do
thofe things which are required of them by their
Creator, as the conditions of their eternal hap-
pinefs.

It is to be hoped, that the paflages, which I
have prefixed to thefe papers, from our inimita-
ble poet, will alfo have fome weight, efpecially
with tbafe wha claim him as a friend to their fen-
timents in religion.

f I am, Siry
Your conftant Reader,

And occafional Correfpondent,
i

NUM
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NUMBER LXX.

Ultima Cumei wenit jam carminis wtas ;
Magnus ab integro feclorum nafcitur ordo.

Vircir.
To the VisiTOR,

SIR

S the end, for which the blefled Redeemer
came into the world, gives us the moft
pleafing idea of the divine Philanthropy: fo 2
review of thofe prcparatory difpenfations, and of
that chain of prophecies, which, for fo many
ages, awakened the expe&ations of mankind to
his coming, ferves abundantly to fhew the im-
portance of his errand, and the greatnefs of that
‘event, which, at this feafon, we commemorate.
‘The Meffiah, promifed to our firft parents, and
ftipulated anew to the faithful patriarchs, for
many hundred years, with-held his perfonal ap-
pearance in the fleth: but at length, in the ful-
nefs of time, (as the facred writer exprefes it,)
aflumed human nature, and completed the pro-
mifes.
"The works of God are all wrought in fuch
confummate wifdom, that we may be certain

this greatef? of all his works was finifhed in every
part,
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part, with the moft perfe& defign: and there-
fore may well conclude, that the time, when our
Saviour appeared in the world, was of all others
moft proper, and, in all refpe&ts, moft fitting, -
It is true, the facred writers do not fay much on
this head ; but we may collet enough to fatisfy
us of the propriety of the time of our Saviour’s
appearance, and to fhew, that he was manifefted,
when the world moft needed, and, in many par-

ticulars, was beft prepared to receive him.
For there was, in the firft place, a general
and prevailing expe&ation of him, not only
among the Fews, and in the eaflern parts of the
world, but alfo in the we#: where an opinion
ftrongly propagated itfelf, that fome great per-
fonage was to arife, and to aflume the reins of
univerfal dominion. The teftimonies of Swueto-
nius and Tacitus, are fo well known that I fhall
* not produce them ; and that celebrated eclogue
of Virgil’s, whence 1 have taken the motto to
this paper, is an inconteftible proof of the pre-
valence of fuch an opinion.—And as thus, many
were waiting in Ifracl for the confolation of
God, for the appearance of the Aeffiah 5 this
not only rendered his appearance more accept-
able, but afforded an evidence to his divine mif-
fion. For we may afk, how came fuch an ex-
pectation univerfally to prevail, at and about
that time? It muft have had fome foundation.
‘Thé writings of the prophets afford the Chrif-
tian
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tian a fufficient anfwer. But, feparate from
them, no fufficient anfwer can be given.

But further, the ftate of the world, in many
refpeéts, was well adapted to this great event. The
Roman arms had at this time almoft over-run the
world : or at leaft had brought under their rule,
all the confiderable parts of it. United thus
under one head, nation eafily communicated
with* nation : and commerce and intelligence,
before impraticable, now became eafy. Be-
fides, fatigued with wars, and fatiated with
blood, the temple of Fanus at length was clo-
fed, and the ambition of Rome confented that
the world fhould have peace. Under thefe fa-
vourable circumftances the Prince of peace, and
the univerfal Lord was born ; and thefe circum-
ftances rendered ‘the propagation of his faith
much more eafy and expeditious, than it could
poflibly have been, had kingdom been divided
againft kingdom, and had wars prevented a
frendly intercourfe : Indeed we find, that, under
thefe advantages, the gofpel fpread with amazing
rapidity, ‘infomuch, that about thirty years after
our Saviour’s afcenfion, St. Paul could aflert,
that it had been preached to every creature under
heaven, that is, it had been preached in all the
known world. — How little did the Romans {up-
pofe, that while they were anxious to fix their
eagles in every region of the earth, they were
only inflruments in the hands of the All-wife:

and
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and victorious, only to prepare the way for the
knowledge of his eternal Son !

If we confider the moral ftate of the world,
we fhall fee again the propriety of the time of
our Saviour’s appearance, and be convinced that
it was never more neceflary. ¢ The alliance
between morals and government, fays an able wri-
ter, was now broken: and an influence, hitherto
fo friendly to virtue, became altogether malig-
nant, and was exerted, with moft fatal fuccefs,
to poifon and debafe the human mind. Toge-
ther with defpotic power, entered all thofe odious
vices, which are ufually found in its train; and,
in a fhort time, they grew to an incredible pltCh
The colours are not too ftrong which the Apo-
fle employs “in drawing the chara&er of that
age : Cotemporary hiftorians juftify him, when
he defcribes it to be alienated from the life of God,
walking in vanity through blindnefs of mind 5 to
be ‘paft feeling, given up to lafcivioufnefs, and to
work all uncleannefs with greedinefs. 1In this time
of univerfal corruption did the, wifdom of God
manifeft the Chriftian revelation to the world;
not to re-eftablifh virtue upon the fame infecure
foundation of civil government ; but to ere& it
upon the eternal and immoveable bafis of a reli-
gion, which teacheth righteoufnefs by the au-
thority of God. What the wifdom of men
<ould do for the encouragement of virtue in a

corrupt
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corrupt world had been tried, during feveral
ages; and all human devices were found by ex-
perience to be of very fmall avail ; fo that no
junéture could be more proper for publithing a
religion, which, independant on human -laws
and inftitutions, explains the principles of mo-
rals with admirable perfpicuity, and enforces the
pratice of them by moft perfuafive arguments.
Had not Chriftianity appeared to check and to
mitigate the pernicious effe&ts of defpotic unli-
mited empire, it is hard to fay how far they
might have gone, towards extinguifhing the
name and exercife of virtue amongft men. This
we know, that in 2 moft diffolute age, and un-
der the worft government, the primitive Chrif-
tians attained, in every virtue, to an eminence of
‘which there is no example, in the hiftory of
mankind. The fpirit of their religion, fupe-
riour to the corrupt genius of the age, conti-
nued pure and vigorous ; and men faw with ad-
miration, that when every other foundation of
virtue was overthrown, the foundation of God
ftill flood fure and immoveable.” N
Now, if further we take a view of the reli-
gious ftate of the world at our Saviour’s appear-
* ance, it will ferve to convince us yet more of
the wifdom of God, and of the neceflity of
Chrift’s coming to give light to the darknefs of
.deluded mankind. But you mu{’c indulge me
with
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with future admiffion into your ufeful paper for

this purpofe, when I will conclude my fubject.
I.am at all times,

Sir,

Your fincere friend,

M.
N UM BER LXXL
© We take no note of time
But fromits lefs. To givve it then a tongue
Is aife in man. Youxc.

S time glides on in fo imperceptible a
manner, in order the better to diftinguifh

the feveral periods of life, it hath been divided
into finaller or larger portions ; and as the me-
mory of particular fa&ks would, perhaps, fpeedily
be obliterated by a general notice, particilar
days and times have therefore been appointed,
upon which to commemorate peculiar and im-
portant incidents. Again the day has clofed upon
us, which admits us into a new year, and which
fhould lead our refleions to a ferious review of
the paft, and to wife refolutions with refpeét to
the future time. Our friends are.continually
Vo, IL. L reminding’
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reminding us, and we mutually are reminding
our friends of this perpetual viciffitude of hu-
man things, by wifhes and gratulations of hap-
pinefs for the coming year: and if we duly efti-'
mate human life, of what vaft importance is this
addition to our fpan ! of what infinite utility
might be the .inftructions, which thefe friendly
congratulations fuggeft ! The year is paft — the
days, the weeks, the months are flown; gone,
for ever, and irrevocably gone; and with them
all opportunity to alter or undo, whatever in
this period, we have done! If our a&tions have
been virtuous and amiable; if humanity and be-
nevolence have conducted our fteps ; if juftice
and honefty have dire&ted our dealings; if reli-
gion and truth have influenced our behaviour:
what a joy fhall we find in the retrofpect; we
{hall have no caufe to regret that we are now
another year nearer to eternity ! —1If, on the
other hand, blacknefs-and darknefs involve our
proceedings 5 if guilt and fhame, if vice and
folly only mark -the former days — alas, how -
fad, how unpleafing the review! For what have
welived ? Nay, ratherlet us atk, for what do we
live ! And upon this enquiry we may well rejoice
in the gracious permiffion of providence, to feg
another year before us; in which we may redeem
the paft, in which we may treafure up a happy ftore
for our future comfort and review; if perhaps we
may be allowed to fec another year fucceeding.-
2 But,

\
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But, as rational creatures, fhould we not fe-
rioufly put it to our hearts — ¢¢ Can I promife
myfelf another year? can I infure my life for
the next twelve returning months ? can I cer-
tainly fay, thatmy exiftence fhall be prolonged
during the next annual circuit of the fun ! alas !
we want little information on: this head. And
certainly fhould want as little inftru&ion, if,
amidft the clamorous importunity of the paffions,
or the noify tumult of the world, we would
liften to the ftill voice of reafon; would confi-
der, determine, and be wife, For furely the
fingle view of the paft would teach us the im-
portance of the coming hours. With the paft
all our pleafures are dead; of our guilty ones,
the dire remembrance only furvives : A faint
memory alone, dark and doubtful traces, of our
tranfadtions remain: that which pained us moft
nearly, is well nigh forgotten, as much as that
which moft highly pleafegi us; and we feem in
part dead to the foregoing, while entering, with
all the glow of life, into the rifing year. And
as~with years, fo fhortly will it be with our
whole life : ere long, the folemn fummons will
approach, and we fhall be called to that world
and that ftate, where time fhall be no more;
where days, and months, and years, fhall never
again fall and rife; but one eternal day fthall
fhine upon us. Can any thing be of equal con-
cern? and can any refletions fo well fuit our

L 2 entrance
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entrance upon the prefent time ? this negleted,
every other purfuit, every other acquifition will
be lighter than vanity : this eternity fecured,
every other lofs will be perfe&ly infignificant ?
Again, when we look back upon the paft year,
and fee fo many of our fellow-creatures vanithed
from the fcene; fo many of our friends taken
from our embraces,’ and loft to our love ; when
we fee the havoc which time and death, in
twelve fhort months have made : the confidera-
tion muft awaken our attention, and aroufe
us to a due preparation for that folemn depar-
ture, from which no human being is exempt.
And, if we rightly reflect, the goodnefs of God
in extending our fpan, and allowing us yet a
little more time, will appear in the moft pleafing
view : — efpecially fince the Chriftian religion
infpires us with fuch glorious expeétations. For
we may conceive this divine difpenfation thus
addreffing us: ¢ The paft is over, and it is ir-
retrievable: the prefent is yours, and it is highly
improveable : your actions heretofore render you
abnoxious to God: a change of condu& will,
through faith, in the merits of the Redeemer,
reftore you to his favour, and obtain foryou his
prote&ion. ' Confider then the unfpcakable im-
portance ‘of the time before you: confider what
an eternity is, an eternity, pafled either in ex-
quifite happinefs or mifery ! and, as a reafonable
being, fo act, and fo improve the prefent mo-
ment,
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ment, 2s to fecure the bleflings of an happy eter-
nity.”’

My friend Eugemo has, for many years paft,
made it his cuftom to retire from all the world
on New-Year’s Day ; and to dedicate it to a feri-
ous review of the paft year, and to a careful pro-
vifion, and proper concern for the coming oue.
He always keeps an exaét lift of the fn"nds he
has loft, within the annual circle, and provides
himfelf with the bills of mortality, for the year
paft ; which, he fays, afford him more inftruc-
tion than an hundred leétures on mortality. I
was once indulged with a view of the refleGtions:
which he made on reading over-one of thefe
lifts 5 and it would give me much pleafure, if I
could prevail on him to enrich my papers with-
them.—But fo far is this day’s retirement from
damping the vigour, or darkening the ferenity
of Eugenio’s mind ; that he comes from it into
the world with a degree of chearfulnefs, fo much
the more pleafing, as itis even, continued, and
founded upon the beft principle, a good and ap-
proving confcience. Eugenio, by this means, pre-
ferves a proper regard for the prefent time; keeps
his faith ftedfaft and refigned ; tenderly remem-
bers the friends taken from him, and aéts with
the moft winning kindnefs to thofe remaining :
is happy in life, and not uneafy at the thoughts
of death ; confiders every new year; as an ad-
dition to the cxertion of his benevolence ; and

L3 hopes
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hopes for the arrival of that great year, when
time, and change, and grief, and death, fhall

be no more.

To this paper, I muft beg leave to fubjoin
the following little poem, for the advantage of
my younger readers; the repetition of which
1 dare fay their parents will reward with a proper

New-Year's Gift.

On thh NEW-YE AR.

GOD of my life, thy conftant care’

With bleflings crowns the op’ning year

This guilty life doft thou prolong,
And wake anew mine annual fong.

How many precious fouls are fled
"T'o the vaft regions of the dead,
Since from this day the changing {un
Through his laft yearly period run.

We yet furvive, but who can fay,

Or through the year, or month, or day,

«¢ T will retain this vital breath;

¢ Thus far at leaft, in league with death.”

That breath is thine, eternal God ;
T'is thine to fix my foul’s abode :

Tt holds its life from thee alone

‘On earth, or in the world unknown.
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To thee our fpirits we refign ; i
Make them and own them ftill as thine ;
So fhall they fmile fecure from fear,
Tho’ death fhould blaft the rifing year.

Thy children, eager to be gone,

Bid Time’s impetuous tide roll on,

And land them on that blooming fhore,
Where years and death are known no more.

NUMBER LXXIL

Aggredere, o magnos,~aderit jam tempus—bonores,
Cara Dewm foboles, magnum Jovis incrementum.

VirGit,
To the VisiTOR.

SIR,

HE general expe&tation of the Aeffiah
amongft the Fews; of fome extraornary
perfinage, amongft other nations, at that time
to appear : — the eftablithment of the univerfal
monarchy of the Romans, and the geneéral peace
which then prevailed, we obferved, in ‘a former
paper, ferve to fhew the fitnefs of the time,
when our Saviour came upon earth.” The ftate
of the moral world too was fuch, that it ren-
dered the appearance of a divine legiflator ne-
Lig ceffary.
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ceflary. And, if ever the religious ftate of the
world meeded a reformer, certainly it was when
Chriftianity was eftablithed. —The Jews, with
whom remained what little truth and divine
knowledge there was yet amongft men, had fo
confounded the criterions of virtue, that it was
difficult to fay, wherein true piety confifted.
‘The hypocrify of the Pharifees, the infidelity of
the Sadducees, the enthufiafm of the Effenes, en-
tirely deftroyed the power and knowledge of fin-
cere religion. And to fuch an height of im-
piety did they foon after arrive, ‘that their hifto-
rian Fofephus declares, he verily believes the
earth would have opened and fwallowed them
up, (fuch monﬁers were they in iniquity) if
God had not dcﬂ:ro]ed them by the hand of the
Romans.

For the Gentiles, it is well known, that their
deities were folly, and their ceremonies and
fervices weak, fuperftitious, and, in many
cafes, moft abominable. They were totally
ignorant of the true God, and in confequence
totally ignorant of that true religion and only
rational fervice, which a fpiritual Being can
approve — ¢¢ the religion of the heart.”—The
deities whom they worﬁlipped were of fuch a
fort, that they could never dream of recom-
mending themfelves to them by the practice
of virtue and goodnefs: and hence vice was
beheld with indifference, and crimes, which
we fhudder to mention, . were even cclebrated

by
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by their beft poets. The moft execrable facri-
fices and fervices were paid to their gods ; and,.
literally fpeaking, they fat in davknefs and the foa-
dow of death. :

Their philofophers too had reafoned fo long,.
that the wifeft and the beft amongft them were
content to profefs themfelves Sceptics, univerfal:
doubters, though anxious to fatisfy their minds,.
and unwearied in their inveftigations of truth.
It cannot therefore feem ftrange, that a revela-
tion from God fhould be gladly accepted, and
that fo many thoufands fhould embrace the faith.
of Chrift, at the time; when their profeflion of: ;
this faith and martyrdom were immediately con-
neéted.

Let us obferve, (for it tends to fhew how
weak human reafon is, unaffifed and unenlightened,.
even in its beft ftate) that knowledge and fcience
of .every other fort, were at that time in a flate -
more flourifhing than perhaps they have been at
almoft any other period. Chriftianity did not
make its way in an ignorant and barbarous age,
amongft ignorant and barbarous people : But a€
a time when human wifdom was in its meridian
of fplendor, and amongft thofe. people, who were
moft celebrated for thlS wifdom, amongft the
learned at Rome, at Corinth, at Athens, at Epbe-
Jus, &c. ¢ ‘The teachers of the gofpel had ad-
verfaries, who wanted neither inclination nosr
abilitics to oppofe it.. "To.make its way at fuch
. Ls a tims,
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a time, and to bring over not only the lower
fort of people, but alfo fome of the moft learned,
who turned its own weapons againft Paganifm,
is at once an honour to the Chriftian religion,
and a proof of its divine original and truth.”

No man, upon this view, can help remarking
the ridiculous abfurdity of our deifts and mo-
dern rejectors of Chriftianity, who pretend to
oppofe mere natural religion and human reafon
to it : The efficacy of thefe had been fufficiently
tried before the coming of Chrift: And they
were found wholly wanting, ‘unable to fatisfy
the anxious enquirer, unable to calm the doubt-
ing mind, or to fecure the interefts of virtue.
Why then thould we hear more of them now,
than as humble handmaxds, and willing fer-
vants to the moft glorious difpenfation of Je{us
Chrift ?

To this fhort view of the polztzcal, moral, and
religious world, fuffer me to add one or two par-
ticulars refpeéling the domg/ffic world, which
called for reformation, and which, asit feems,
nothing lefs than a divine gevelation could have
regulated.  The firft concerns the matter of po-
lygamy and diverce ; the fecond, the condition of
Jfervants and flaves 5 it is well known to what a
height of corruption domeftic conneions were
carried by thofe means; and how much the fe-
licity of life was poifoned in this its fweeteft
fountain. Our Saviour reduced marriage to its

-original
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original inftitution, and rendered the 'union at
once. the moft friendly and endearing, if begun
and cemented by mutual affection.—The cafe of
flaves was deplorable ; they were under the moft
grievous bondage : Chrift introduced a more
happy equality : and we treat our inferior fellow*
creatures no longer, as animals or favages, but:
as brethren.—1 am forry, that thofe who objeét
to our religion, have it in their power to retort
this argument : But let them be told, that tho’,*
in fome of our colonies, flavery is pratifed, yet
our religion teftifies againft it ; it muft be char-
ged upon the degeneracy and corruption of the
human heart, not upon Chriftianity, which to-
tally difclaims and remonftrates againft the prac-
tice. I fhould have been glad to have enlarged
'upon thefe two topics ; fince a review of them
ferves greatly to fhew the neceflity of our Savi-
our’s appearance, as well as the great advantages.
derived to mankind from it, But 'l muft hold
my pen. ¢
Thefe fcattered hints may ferve to fhew, that
our blefied Redeemer came into the world, at a
feafon moft proper, and when his coming was
on all accounts neceflary. We reap the blef-
fings of his coming in a thoufand temporal as
well as fpiritual mercies. For his religion hath
ferved, above all things, to humanize mankind.
Indeed fuch is the temper of it, that wherever
it is truly embraced, it muft humanize and make
L6 Lappy
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happy. Confcious of which, now that we com-
memorate this firft inftance of redeeming love,
let us ftudy the difpofition, which the nativity
peculiarly . recommends, - bumility 1 mean ; per-
feily fatisfied, that the humble mind is the happy
one ; and that in proportion as-our felf-efteem
and vanity decay, our peace and ferenity will
encreafe, together with our confidence in God,
and our grateful acknowledgments to the Re-
deemer ——
I am, Sir,
Yours, &c.
M.

NUMBER LXXIIL

O think you are a father: foft indulgence

Becomes that name; tho’ nature give you pow'r

o bind ber duty, ’tis aith filken cords :

Command ker, then, as you command yourfelf ;

She is as much a part of you, as are

Your appetite and avill: and thefe you force noty

But gerzt/j bend, and make them pliant to your reafon.
Drypex.

Do the Afutboroftl}e VisiToR.

"SIR,
AS you have been fo kind ‘as to admit my
friend’s marrative into your paper, and
have given one grateful Magdalen leave to tell
her
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her fad ftory : I flatter myfelf that you will not
refufe the like favour to amother.  Unfkilled in
the ways of writing, I am unable to polifh what
I pen; nothing but the artleflnefs of my tale,
and my fincere with to warn, and to profit my
unhappy fifters in forrow and-fhame, can apo-
logize for me. I have often heard and read of
light houfes and beacons ereéted for the ufe of fai-
lors, to direét them in their voyages, and to.pre-
ferve them from fands, and fhelves, and rocks,
And as I have fatally fhipwrecked myfelf, my
hearty defire is, to hold up a /ight to warn and
diret others from thofe rocks and fands to which
I owe my ruin.

I am that perfon, Sir, of whom Sally M-
the grateful Magdalen, fpeaks in her firft letter,
as a comfortable inftance of the bleﬁinos of the
Magdalen charity; my reception into whxch has,
under God, faved a poor mother’s life, who be-
fore was haftening to the grave, beneath a load
of anguifh and mifery. — Bleffed, for ever blef-
fed be the day, on which I firft heard of that
humane provifion for fuch wretched outcafts as
myfelf: bleffed, for ever blefled be the hour, on
which I entered thofe doors of mercy, of com-
fort, and peace! Oh, Sir, believe me, when I
fay that had it not been for this houfc of refuge,
moft probably my miferable exiftence on earth
had been lonz fince ended, and my fate. irreco-
verably fcaled in the regions of punithment:

: ; the
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the grey hairs of my widowed mother had been
brought down with forrow to the grave ; eachof
us ftrangers to that divine mercy, which now
fills our hearts with the moft chearing hope.

I am one of thofe who can verify the poet’s
remark, with refpect to our fex, —¢¢ that one
falfe flep entirely damns our fame.” Since to
one falfe ftep I owe the long chain of calamities,
which were linked together from that unhappy
error. But at the fame time that I avow my
own fault; I cannot but fay that the feverity of
my father occafioned my worft diftrefs, and
rendered my ruin irretrievable. Surely there is
fome medium between the implacability of un-
forgivenefs, and the too eafy lenity, which in-
vites to offend. Surely there are wife parents.
who can difcern the happy mean betwixt the fe-
were rule, which terrifies ; ;3 and the weak ndul-
gence which produces contempt.  Unhappily for
me, my dear father was a ftranger to this me-
dium. He had very high notions of the parental
authority, and was continually extolling to the
fkies thofe underftanding ftates, as he called them,
which pave into the hands of the parent unli-
mited power over the child, even. the power
-of life and death. He had not the leaft idea of
governing by love: he thought fear the beft fe-
curity of duty, and would conftantly complain
that the notorious difobedience of children, and
their faucy pertnefs (as he ftiled it, though others

would
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would have named it only a becoming famili-
arity) arofe from a relaxation of the parental
authority ; and if parents were fomad, (he would
continue) as to give the reins out of  their ownt
into the hands of their children, they muft not
be furprized, if their children drove themfelves
into ruin, and their parents into the deepeft
gulph of forrow.

Conftantly accuftomed to thefe leffons, never
allowed to enter into his prefence but with thé
moft reverential courtefy ; never permitted to
fpeak to him, but with the folemn appeliation
of, Sir; very rarely indulged in any of thofe
pleafures which were agreeable to my fex and
age; and if indulged, fure to fuffer for it, by
fo ftri&t a fcrutiny into my condu, as no child’s
conduét perhaps would bear 3 as well as by fuch
remonftrances and tafks, as (I am forry to fay it)
© rendered my father of all objefts the moft fear-
ful and unpleafing to me; I grew up to my
fixteenth year (fatal zra of my forrows) in-
heriting ftrong paffions from both my parents ;
und with little hopes of properly gratifying zhat,
which in lively young girls, of ‘my ‘age, is ge-
nerally moft predominant. My mother, whom
1 tenderly loved, and with the jufteft reafon,
was no lefs afraid of my father than myfelf:
the lived under an iron-rule indeed ; but had
fenfe enough, and meeknefs enough, to difcern
and conform herfelf to my father’s temper, fo

that
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that fhe feldlom contradiéted him; and proved-
but a forry advocate for her daughter, when
under the harrow; as was almoft every day the
cafe. And as.fhe was a breeding woman, her
atténtion'was;a good deal taken up by the little
ones, as nurfing was my moft agreeable enter~
. tainment. . But this alone was not fufficient: T
was led therefore to frequent the kitchen upon
all occafions 5 and' the converfations of the fer-
vants .became moft agrecable to me. For they
would often flatter iy vanity, and fpeak well of
my.perfon ; .and_one of the maids in particular
gave me mformatlon of many things, which fer-
ved to haften my ruin, by enflaming my defires,
already fufficiently warm.

I fhould have 'told you, Sir, that my father,
originally bred to the law, but neither qualified
for, nor fond of his profeffion, had given over
all attention to it, and fettled himfelf in a vxl-
lage ot many_mx]es from Lo_ndon 5 having a
fufficient fortune to live in decent retirement.
We kept two maids, and a2 man, who was a
kind of Scrub, -footman, .butler, gardener, all
thmgs by turns, ;and nothing well. In the pa-
rith church, the moft public place I frequented,
a gentleman of pleafing appearance one Sunday
attracted my notice ; attrated it the rather, be-
caufe I quickly perceived, with no fmall fatis-
fa&tion,. that 1 had attradted his. He was a lod-

ger
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ger (I foon found out) for the fummer feafon.
in our village. This was all I could learn con~
cerning him. I was impatient for the following -
Sunday. The wifhed-for day arrived. Again
the gentleman was at church. And his whole
attention and devotion feemed to be offered to
me. But can I exprefs the.foolifh ‘elation of
heart, I felt, when in the evening the maid
(whom I mentioned above, as a ready inftruét-
refs) {lipt a letter into my hand, and told me, it
was from a gentleman, who had fallen in love:
with me at church. Thus began our.amour.
But I will not tire you with the repetition.of
circumftances (the writer of Clariffa might make
.a volume of them.) Sufficeit to fay, that we
met again and again, by the interpofition of this
maid: he vowed eternal faith and conftancy ;
he vowed, and I had not the leaft doubt of his
veracity. . My heart was perfe&tly his. Soon-as
he perceived this, he prefled for 2 confummation
of our happinefs, for which I longed no lefs ar-:
dently, than he profefled to do: and declaring
his motives wholly honourable, propofed at laft,:
that I thould run away with him from my fa-
ther’s houfe ; as there were no hopes of procur-
ing his confent, whofe cruel treatment of me,
he never failed to aggravate; and he declared,
that as foon as we got to London, he would,
make me his wife, — The offer was too pleafing
to
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to be rejected ; it was a deliverance from worfe
than Agyptian bondage ; and amidft all his dif-
courfes on paternal authority, my father had not
taught me the obligations of filial duty; I re-
folved to comply 5 love ftrengthened my refolu-
tion : my mind applauded it.. I had not the
Teaft apprehenfion of aught, but confummate fe-
licity ; yet weakly and madly thought, that
come what would come, I could never be in a
worfe or more uneafy fituation, than under my
father’s ftern frown. .Alas, how hath experi-
ence fhown me my miftake ! Would God, all
children might learn from me, that the aufterity
of a parent is no excufe for difobedience; and
that fuch difobedience very rarely efcapes with~
out punifhment ?

In a word, Sir, I went off with Mr, G**¥,
and left in evil hour the houfe of my parents.
He conveyed me to a lodging prepared for me in
town, where I was kept up and concealed with
all imaginable fecrefy, in the utmoft dread of
difcovery, My lover behaved with the greateft
tendernefs and regard. And we talked of no-
thing but the defired moment, when marriage
fhould make us one : but how were all my joys
damped, when he told me, on the fecond morning
after my coming to town, that he was under the
moft perplexing uneafinefs : fince by means of

the execrable new marriage a&;, it was impoffible
for
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for us to get married ! my heart was almoft’
broken, and I had then the firft prefages of my
future forrow. However he afluaged my grief,
by unutterable fondnefs and the moft fincerely-
feeming attachment, and promifed to ufe every’
effort to accomplith the defired ‘end ; ‘fwearing
with the energy of falfhood, that life: without
the enjoyment of me would not be worth having.
—A weck pafled on in this dire fufpence; and
what added to my uncafinefs, was the-fight of"
advertifements in the papers from my difconfo-
late friends, — an heart-breaking mother, and
an anxious father,~—who earneltly intreated ei-
ther my return, or fome information concerning
me. Filial love, I then found, was not extin-
guithed in my breaft; and the pangs I felt my-
felf, from the fenfe of their uneafinefs, abun-
dantly convinced me, of what they muft feel.
But to return to them was impoffible: I
could not, I dared not : I withed to do fo, but
my very wifhes affrightened me. And befides
Mr. G**, whom I paffionately loved, rejected
. the thought with the greateft difdain; and told
me, he fhould conftrue my entertainment of it,
as a difguft to, and difapprobation of him. This
was fufficient to expel it entirely. He grew
every day more and more affiduous : but every
day he advanced in freedoms, which I did not
much difapprove. At length he began to talk in
a ftrain, I was obliged to diflike, and to exprefs

Y
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my diflike of,— For, God knows, I had no
thoughts but of the moft virtuous fort: and
therefore when he began to declaim concerning
the_ ufelefinefs of priefts, the union of hearts,
the freedom of love, and the like ; 1 boldly told
him,. that as he had engaged to make me his
wife, and as'I had taken fuch a ftep in proof of
my affeétion, I expefied, that he would foon
complete his promife, or I muft be obliged, ter-
rible as’it was, to return to my father, — What
followed you fhall hear in my next.

Iam,
5 ¢ SIR,
Your’s, &e.

MARTIA,

N U M-
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N UMBER LXXIV.

What better can we do, “than profirate fall
Before him reverent ;. and then tonfefs ~

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, avith tears
Wat'ring the ground ; and with our fighs the air
Frequenting, fent from bearts contrite, in fign
Of Jarrow unfeign’d, and bumiliation meek.

MirTox.

To the VisiTOR,

SIR,

Y refolution had (as I fancied) the de-"
M fired effe@. Mr. G** told me, he
would exert all his endeavours to accomplifh
our wifhes; and fwearing eternal faith, con-
ftancy and love, profefled the moft honourable
intentions. The next cvening he came to me
with the higheft gaiety of foul ; and fcarce en-
tered the room before he produced a paper, which
had all the appearance and form of a licence. A
fpecial one, he-aflured me, it was ; and a clergy-
man, he added, would foon attend to join our
hands, and give me to his arms, I had fcruples,

3 ] but
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but he removed them : for, alas! how readily
do we credit what we with to be true; and how
eafy was it to impofe on a young girl who knew
nothing of thefe matters? A clergyman came in
lefs than an hour; but I muft freely confefs,
that his miferable appearance fhocked and alarm-
ed me; though I have often fince feen many
fuch, deplorable to behold,: in.the ftreets of this
city, - Mr. G*¥ told me, ¢ That he was an af-
fiftant to the parith curate’s affiffant; and, as
his pay was but fmall, his wigs could not be
expeéled to abound with cur/, nor his gowns with
blacknefs. But that his poverty made no diffe-
rence ; the ceremony was as valid, when per-
formed by him, as by the beft-powdered dean,
or moft downy doctor in England.”—Mr., G*¥’s
good humour and fprightlinefs, which I attri-
buted to his paffion, difpelled every idea of doubt
or apprehenfion from my breaft : the mumbling
prieft muttered over the ceremony; my maid and
Mr. G**’s man were our attendants ; the pricft
was difmiffed ; reluétance was no more; and,
we were — for I had no confcioufnefs of guilt—-—
we were moft bleft.

Mr. G** continued faithful and fond ; but I
muft freely confefls I was far from happy, faving
when my fadder reflections were diffipated by his
company, which I rarely enjoyed till the even-
ing. The remembrance of my parents haunted
me continually ; and though T wrote to let them

know
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know I was well, fafe, and married, yet I wanted
fomething more ; I wanted to fee them and be
reconciled. ‘This Mr. G¥* convinced 'me was
impoffible ; for T now was informed by him,
that his own was a ftate of perfect dependance 4
that an uncle, his enly friend, had procured hith
a place in one of the public offices, and was
ufing his intereft to advance him: but that if he
fhould be informed of his marriage, he would
utterly reje& him ; and thus he fhould lofe all
his future profpeéts— His intereft was fo much
mine, that I readily acquiefced : but the know-
fedge of his circumftances rendered me anxious
and careful ; and few women in my ftate, I be-

tieve, would have lived with creater ceconomy.
‘Indeed 1 had very little reafon to be expen-
five; for 1 faw, I could fee, nc company. I found
that 1 was generaﬂy eftcemed by the fober neigh-
bourhood in an offenfive charalter; and, there-
fore, I could make no acquaintance with them :
and I had no inclifiation to affociate with the
abandoned, and loft to reputation; fince I knew,
(or at leaft imagined) there was no blot upon
my own. My maid, and the good womzn of
the houfe where I lodged, were all my acquain-
tance ; 'and a walk, in the dufk of the evening,
my only refrehment and recreation, Mr, G**
would now and then bring a gentleman to pafs
the evening; but their converfation was gene-
rally too loofe for me zhen to relifh; and I was
apt
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apt to be difpleafed with him, for allowing his
friends fome liberties with me, which I thought
did not agree with the delicacy of ahufband. Mr.
S* in particular feemed my hufband’s favourite ;
came with him the moft frequently ; was moft
affiduous to attradt my notice ; and was by far
the moft agreeable man that vifited us.

In this manner a twelvemonth paffed away ;
and as I had brought Mr. G** a fine little girl,
the neceflary attention to this fwecet babe ren-
dered my fituation much more comfortable. - But
one evening Mr. G**, by hint, following hint,
alarmed my fufpicions ; and at length led me to
know, that his uncle had procured a confider-
able place for him, fomewhere in America, whi-
ther he muft fpeedily fail, though not without
hopes, he added, of a happy return to me in
proper time.—Judge, Sir, what I felt upon this
information. — My blood grew cold ; my heart
was ready to burft; my limbs trembled; I faint-
ed away ! Oh that I had died ! would God, that
I had died that moment ! Oh that I had never
more recovered from that fwoon — recovered to
mifery and guilt, ‘to poverty and woe, to fin
and forrow ! Oh that my eyes never more had
opened to the {cene of anguifh before me ! —

It was to no purpofe that I entreated or com-
plained; that I upbraided or befought; that I
pleaded the calls of the mother, orthe wife; re-
fpeéting each, hedropped fome things which fhock- .

ed
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inmoft foul ; and, after a night, a night of fuch
horror, as I wifh no poor young woman may
ever experience, he left me; and I was undonet

For not many hours after his departure, Mr.
S* his friend (whom I mentioned before ) brought
me the following letter, which I will give you
in his own words.

My dear Molly, »

I AM forry our hard fates oblige us to part;
but there is no remedy. If I had ftay’d in
England, you would have ftill kept me conftant;:
but as it is, you muft endeavour to make the
beft on’t. I make Mr. S** the bearer, and-re-
commend him to your kindnefs 5 he will deferve
it: and he brings you the laft prefent I fhall be
able to fend 'you. You have been under a greaz
miftake in fuppofing yourfclf my wife. That
could not be. Mr, §** will fet you right in
that affair, I would advife you to fend the child
vou have had to the Foundling Hofpital : and
if you don’t approve Mr, S*¥; your beft way
will be to reconcile yourfelf to yourparents,
You may make up a good flory enough, and lay
all the blame on the faithlefs man. Though I
hope you will at all times do me the juftice ta
own, that if you had not run away with me
from your father’s, the reft could not have fols
lowed. You are young, and may yet make your
Vor, II. . M fortuncy
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fortune, which will be a pleafure to me to hear,
in the moft diftant parts of the world.

h |
I am your former lover,

Toks ¥,

- Every word of this letter was keener than a
dagger ; and all this from the man I Jved above
all things ! —who could fupport it ? However,
there is a curiofity even in forrow ; we are anxi-
ous to know the wer/f. Mr. §¥* informed me
that the licence was forged ; and the priefi, a
vile pander, who, at Mr. G*¥s follicitation,
had hired the wig and babit of an old clergy-
man for a pot of porter; and that the whole
was a device to conquer my ‘virtue. Wor-
thy conqueft truly ! Inhuman favage, boaft thy
fubtlety and fuccefs !

You cannot wonder that abhorrence took the
place of affe@ion ; and that no monfter in na-
ture appeared equally fhocking, equally merit-
ing deteftation, in my judgment, with this
cruel, cruel man/ Mr. S* found little fatisfac-
tion in my company, for I was diftracted: — I
wept, I raved; reafon was loft, hope feemed to
have forfaken me; I gave myfelf up to all the
anguifh of defpair.

But as nothing violent can laft long, my fad
refle&ions began to calm ; and indeed I was
fummoned by neceﬁ'ty to ferious deliberation,
For as Mr. G**'s income never fupplied me
with much affluence, fo my want of money foon

thewed
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fhewed itfclf to my maid and my landlady..

The former gave me warning and left me; and
to increafe my troubles, took off with her feve-
ral of my beft things. The lattef grew clamo-
rous for. her rent, and gave me to know, that
fhe muft expe& to be paid weekly for her lodg-
ings ; or fhe muft be obliged to part with me.
I refufed, in my raving, the laft money from
G**, which Mr. S¥ offered : and he kept from
me for fome time, the better, I fuppofe, to prey
upon my neceffities. In this diftrefs T wrote to
my father : and not willing to defcribe my real
cafe, fued for a reconcnhatlon he fent me an
anfwer, (the firft I had received, after feveral
letters to him) full of the moft f{evere upbraid-
ings: and-foon after I received one, not much lefs
fevere, from my mother; in which fhegave me but
very poor hopes of my father’s forgivenefs, add-
ing how unable, as I knew, fhe was to do any
thing on my behalf : and giving me much ad-

vice, which, alas, was:weak and impraéicable.
In this fituation my landlady found me one
day, wecping over my fweet unhappy babe, and
feeding it, while, God knows, I had fcarce any
food for myfelf ; when, untouched by compaffion,
fhe told me, that T muft leave her houfe the
next morning, as fhe had let the lodgings to
fome. people of credit. My fpirits were gone,
and while tears filled my eyes, I told her, < Tt
was very well 1 I would prepare,” She left me
M2  to
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to my forrow. I bedewed my dear child, (who
fmiled, unconfcious of diftrefs, upon me) be-
dewed her with my tears: and refolved, as a
wretched outcaft, to take my babe, and throw
myfelf with it at my father’s door. This was
the refolution of defpair.

It was at this time of diftrefs, that Mr. S*
returned ; whom I had not feen for near three
weeks: you may eafily imagine, that the pre-
fent hie brought, was welcome and not refufed
mow : he made many apologies for his abfence;

told me, he had been on a jourmey, which kept

him fo long from me ; began to talk much of
love, and to make me fuch offers, as I fear,
many women, in my fad {tate, could not have
refufed. The fevere, I know, will condemn me :
they cannot condemn me fo much as I condemn
myfelf. . But any alternative was preferable to a
return to my parents, as I had no hopes of any
fuccefs, or admiflion. And I could not bear to
fee my pretty innocent elther taken from me, or
ill-treated: much lefs could I bear to fee it un-
der the miferies of want. However I held out,
as long as my money remained, and then the
profpe& of bitter neceflity, and being again
turned from my lodgings, (for I had quitted the
former at the time appointed, nor could I have
ftayed with the favage landlady on any account)

this fad and terrifying profpeét got the better of
s

A=,



Ne7s. THE VISITOR. 245

my refolution; and I made the firft ftep in £no1on
and woluatary guilt. ¢
When this is the cafc, the confcience begins
to grow hardened,or however we are lefs difguft-'
ed at vice, and are not afraid to grow familiar
with it. Mr. S* was very loofe in his princi-
ples: and [ grew loofe, as himfelf. ‘The com-
pany of women in my own circumftances, oilce
deteftable, was now coveted by me, and became
agreeable. I drefled, I talked, I appeared like
them. I began to have no objetion to more
wine than ufual ; and, in fhort, made hafty and
large fteps in the broad road to deftrudtion. Mr.
S*, when he came to our lodgings, frequently
found me from home, and frequently in com-
pany, which he did not feem to approve. Ima-
gining I could better my fortune, I grew regard-
lefs of him. He caft me oft: "and I fet up for
myfelf! Miferable and thoughtlefs ! —As I was
agreeable, I wanted not what we call company !
But'I foon found, that this way of life was be-
yond imagination horrible! Riot, intemperance,
furfeit 48 difeafe, foon became my familiars !
and, amidft all, I was a prifoner ; for, having
contradted fome debts, I was feized and con-
veyed to a fpunging-houfe ; the mafter of which
“made up matters for me, as he pretended, and I
gave him my note. A note, I never could pay,
and therefore I took up my abode with him, and
became a common wretch, a public nuifance.

M3 My
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My little girl had fhared her mother’s fortune,
and was with me in this horrid houfe ; but
whenever I beheld her, it was with unutterable
forrow, through dread that her fate fhould be
like mine! At length, Sir, to confummate my
mifery, after a life of the moft execrable fuffer-
ing for four months, during which time I was
obliged frequently, in rain or fnow, froft or cold,
to appear in the ftreets; at length, difeafed
and diftreft, my mafter turned me out with my
child! and pinched with hunger and diftemper,
I commenced beggar' RefleCtion then began
powerfully to do its work, and heayen and earth
feemed fhut up 5 every avenue of relief or com-
paffion feemed clofed againft a wretched finner,
finking beneath a load of horror and guilt upon
her head; againft a moft wretched mother, with
an helplefs innocent babe, about to perith with
hunger !

As near four years had paffed fince I left my -
father’s houfe, and my attempts had proved fruit-
lefs to reconcile myfelf, in better days ; I dared
not, I could not even admit the thought of go-
ing thither; in this my flate of beggary, naked-
nefs and difeafe, I doubted whether I fhould be
known ; I did not doubt that I fhould be re-
jeéted, if known, with indignation.. My dif-
trefs was at its height ; though indeed the fierce
demands of hunger, efpecially of my child’s
hunger, almoft fufpended cvery other fenfation,

—It
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—It was in this fad fituation, it was in thefe
doleful circumftances that the gentleman faw me,
to whom I owe, under God, life, falvation, all
things.—If I might be allowed, with what joy
would I mention; if I were able, with what
gratitude would I write his name in letters of
gold | How compaflionately did he befpeak me,
as I fat a fpeCtacle of pity on fome fteps in the
“fircet ! and with what benevolent pleafure did
he advife me to haften to the Magdalen-Houfe,
after I had told my fad tale! indeed there was
little need of advifing me ; for as that was the
firft time I'had ever heard of fo blefled a place,
fo the hearing of it was like opening the gates
of Paradife to me. This good man gave me all
proper directions ; told me where to find him
promifed to take care of my poor deferted babe :
and in fhort, under his favour, I petitioned, and
was admitted into the Magdalen-Houfe, to which
I owe the prefervation” of my life on earth, and
the falvation of my foul to eternity.

For as I entered that houfe with a brokem
heart and an humbled mind, truly confcious of
all my paft offences, the good inftruéions I re-
ceived entered the more forcibly, and made a
‘deeper impreflion. And I there found to my
comfort, that through penitence, my fins may
be done away, as my Redeemer is nolefs willing
than able to fave the fincere and contrite ; and
to pardon our _paﬁ offences, however great, on

M4 true
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true repentance. «—— But, Sir, I muft add, that [
had not been long in the houfe, not long re-
ftored, (I may fay to myfelf) before, as duty
obliged, I wrote in the humbleft terms to in-
form my parents, and to implore their forgive-
nefs, A letter was immediately returned from my
mother, but fuch a letter as-almoft broke my
heart. In it the acquaints me, that my father
had been dead near a twelvemonth; and that fhe
herfelf then lay upon a fick-bed, from whence
the had fcarce any hopes of being raifed. That
my behaviour had brought her near to the grave,
and that the daily refle€tion on my fhame and
mifery had well nigh broke her heart. But the
information of my repentance.had partly revived
her; and that as fhe before fufpefted I was
amongft the moft abandoned, fo now the conti-
nuance of my good behaviour could alone pro-
long her life,—1I need not tell you, Sir, that I
replied with all affeGion to this, Some other
letters pafled; and in about two months time,
my dear; dear mother, came to the Magdalen-

Houfs to vifit me ! '
But.-how can I defcribe that meeting! Shame
and forrow rendered me a ftatue : maternal.af-
fe&tion, mingled gricf and joy, ftopped all her
power of utterance! She clang round my neck,
1 tenderly embraced her, and fell upon my knees .
imploring forgivenefs ! fhe burft into tears, and
all fhe could fay was, * Oh my child, my child!
L , 4 my
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my unhappy child ! — oh my dear Maria — my
child, my child !”"—

Thus, Sir, was I reconciled to the tendereft
of mothers: and the account fhe heard of my
behaviour had fuch an influence upon her health,
that the grew every day better.and better. But,
unable to live without me, as my return, (after
having given me over for loft,) I fuppofe, ren-
dered me dearer to her;—fhe requefted the gen-
tlemen, to permit me to come to her; and they,
ever generous, and ever humane, kindly permit-
ted me to do fo, after I had been near eleven.
months in the houfe; which I left with regret,
as the place of my reftoration and recovery to all
things defirable : and I now live with my mo-
ther, ftudious only to make her happy, and to
wipe off all paft ftains, as much as I may, by
the moft exaét difcharge of ‘every duty. While
my conftant endeavour is and fhall be to inftill
into my poor unhappy child’s mind, fich prin-
ciples of religion and virtue, as I am well fatis-
fied, would have preferved me from the diftrefs
into which I fell, had I been fo happy as to have
known them before that fall.

I am, Sir, -
Your very refpe&ful fervant,

MARIA.

. M s N.U M-



NUMBER LXXV.
Quid pureé tranquillet. Hor,

To the VisiTOR,

SIR,
" A LTHOUGH many and various are the
perfuits of Mankind after happinefs, yet
the greateft felicity is a conftant fenfe of the
Divine Favour, The pleafures which arife to
the mind from a preheminence of birth, fta-
tion, and fortune, are of a foreign and extrin-
fic nature. Hence we daily fee multitudes pof-
fefled of thefe benefits, who are utter ftrangers
to folid and permanent fatisfa&ions. But the
good man, however deftitute of thofe incidental
advantages, hath neverthelefs an inexhauftible
fource of comfort within himfelf, When he
quits the croud, and defcends into his breaft, he
is fure of meeting with the beft of company
there, God, and his own heart, While the
confcioufnefs of his integrity, and the approba-
tion of his maker, furnifh him with a perpetual
feaft, g
Here, methinks, we cannot but paufe a while
to reflet with gratitude upon the beneficence of

our Creator, who hath thus, as it were, anni-
hilated

g
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hilated all invidious diftin&tions among man-
kind ; and either hath placed the defcendants of
Adam' upon a level in point of happinefs, or
lodged the means thereof within the reach of
every man. It is not in the power of every in-
dividual to be rich and great in the world ; but
it is much in the power of every individual to
attain an happinefs infinitely fuperior to the joys,
which wealth and grandeur can beftow. Where-
fore let not the poor cottager complain, that all
his labour is expended upon procuring to him-
felf nothing more than the mere neceffaries of
life. Such flender acquifitions are truly valu-
able and weighty, upon condition that he im-
proves his exiftence to thofe purpofes, for which
it was gracioufly given to him. If the indi-
gent part of the fpecies did “but carefully con-
fider, that to be good is to be happy, and that
virtue and religion are accommodated to every
fituation and capacity, they would fee - abun-
dant caufe for thankfulnefs, even amid thofe
fcenes of fervitude and toil, which now per-

haps occafion envy, difcontent, and murmur.
That frequent intercourfes with the Supreme
Being conftitute the utmoft happinefs of man,
is a propofition, which flands in no need of
proof from philofophical enquiries,  refined ‘ar-
gumentations, and laboured inferences. ' A very
reftri¢ted underftanding can comprehend this
important truth, An arrant peafant, without
Meé previous
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previous information, is fully aware of the vaft
emoluments, which accrue from an intimacy
with an earthly monarch.. What then muft be
thofe exalted privileges, which redound from
the favour and friendfhip of the Almighty Sove-
reign of the univerfe !

But I fhall clofe this fubjet with the opinion
of the Royal Pfalmift upon it; who difcovers
the high fenfe he entertained of the Divine Pre-
fence, by that bitternefs, with which he bewails
the interruption of it.

PSALM XIIL

Offended Majefty ! how long

Wilt Thou conceal thy face ! !
How long refufe my fainting foul

"The fuccours of thy grace.

While forrow wrings my bleeding hgart,
And black defpondence reigns,

Satan exults at my complaints,
And triumphs o’er my pains.

Let thy returning {pirit, Lord,
Difpel the fhades of night ;
Smile on my poor deferted foul,

My God, thy fmiles are light.

While fcoffers at thy facred word
Deride the pangs I feel,

Deem
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Deem my religion infincere,
Or call it ufelefs zeal;

Yet will I née’er repent my choice,
I'll ne’er withdraw my truft;

I know Thee, Lord, a pow’rful friend,
And kind, and wife, and juft.

To doubt Thy goodnefs wou’d be bafe
Ingratltude in me; '

Paft favours fhall renew my hopes,
And fix my faith in Thee,

Indulgent God ! my willing tongue
Thy praifes fhall prolong ;

For oh! Thy bounty fires my breaft,
And rapture fwells my fong.

NUM-
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NUMBER LXXVI

“Purfue Jome nobler aint.

Difmifs your parafites, who praife for hire ;

And earn the fair eficem -of boneft men,

Whofe praife is fame. Form'd of fuch clay as _your.r,.
The fick, the needy fbiver at your gates,

Ewen modeft awant may blefs your hand unfeen :

Is there no wirgin, grac’d with every charm

But that, avhich binds the mercenary wow ? &c.
ARMSTRONG,

To the VisITOR.

SIR
: Bath, Dec. 28, 176o.

T is very pleafing to remark that benevo-

lence and charity, which abound amongft
us. Thefe are the beft and moft certain fruits
of true religion. And I am willing to believe,
that no age hath feen them abound more in our
country than the prefent, tho’ the numberlefs
royal and other charitable inflitutions in the
nation fufficiently prove, that thefe virtues have
.heretofore flourithed in great beauty and power.
When I confider the many excellent infti-
tutions in the metropolis, calculated for the
relief of almoft every fufierer; when I read

over the pleafing lift of the feveral benefaltors
to
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to each, and obferve fo many of my worthy
Countrymen generoufly contributing to the re-
lief. of their fuffering fellow-creatures: my
heart, I confefs, feels a grateful emotion, and I
congratulate myfelf on the felicity of living in
an age of fuch beneficence, and amongft beings
of fuch humanity. ‘
But when from the perufal of lifts, and the
fequeftration of the clofet, I betake myfelf to
the more bufy haunts of men, and efpecially
to the places confecrated to HEAL T H and
AMUSEMENT; too frequently my golden
ideas are unpleafingly diffipated, and my Philan-
thropy retains not that amiable perfection I could
with it to preferve. When I fee fuch fums de-
dicated to pleafure, fquandered away in trifles,
tofs’d about at the gaming table, lavifhed in de-
licacies, and diffipated in folly; I no longer
think the contributions to charity great, but
ftand amazed at the abfurdity of mankind, who
rather choofe to employ their wealth in fuch airy
and unfatlsfa&ory gratifications, than in virtu-
ous and noble actions, which would be delight-
ful in prefent reflection, and great in their fu-
ture reward, Whereas wealth employed in the
fervice of merely temporal indulgences, gives
no pleafure in the retro(pe@, and can procure

no favour from the juft judge of aélions.
I do not mean to decry amufements, or to
fpeak with the feverity of an enthufiaft on the
finful-
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finfulnefs of diverfions: far from it: they are
neceﬁary in a degree ; and to urge the contrary,
is to combat the umvcrfal opinion of mankind,
in all ages. But methinks a frugal manage-
ment of our pleafures might enable us to dif-
charge the debt of mutual benevolence more
perfe&ly, and to make ourfelves happy, by contri-
‘buting more abundantly to the happinefs of
others. You fee I put benevolence upon a very
felfith prmc,ple but I freely confefs to you,
that I fpeak in this refpe&t the undiflembled dic-
tates of my heart; which never feels-a more
divine and elevated pleafure, than in the oppor-
tunity and ability to communicate felicity and
good. Nor fhall T eafily be perfuaded, that
there is any impropriety in indulging that fenfa-
tion ; fince he, whofe dictates I hope always
to receive implicitly, ufed to fay, it is more blef-
J2d to give than to reccive.

Now, as the one.purfuit of us all is happi-
nefs, by whatever different tracts we follow the-
chace ; furely it might be well worth our labour
to confult a little for the improvement of that
heart-felt {atisfa&ion, which arifes from the ex-
ercife of humanity and benevolence.—See that
poor creature juft expiring in the flreets for hun-
ger :—As a man you would with to relieve him;
what is a fhilling to you, who are juft going to
expend fifly, at a tavern !—Go into that cot-
tage—the hufband is lately dead; the miferable

widow,
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widow, ftunned with the clamours of her little
hungry orphans, fits weeping on the ground, in
the bitternefs of diftrefs ! Good heavens! What
an exalted joy would it be to feed thofe hun-
gry ; to wipe the tears away from thofe weep-
ing eyes, to gladden the mifery of this -defolate
family—will it not give you more pleafure to do
this, to fpare them five or ten guineas, than to
buy a new fet of garnéts; to drink champaign
for the evening ; or to bet high upon the cards !
—But let us carry the matter ftill farther: Pub-
lic charities owe their ftrength 'to private be-
nefaltions. You may be an inftrument of more
good, by fifty or an hundred pounds given to
one of thefe, than by five times that fum, em-
ployed in another way.—Now then, fuppofe
you refolve to feparate a fum, faved from your
common expences to this end: How eafy will
it be to accomplifh this, and what a fatisfac-
tion will it aftord you at the clofe of the year,
to find fuch a fum in your hands, confecrated
to fuch fervice; which without this frugal cha-
rity, had been carried down the ftream of ge-
neral diffipation-—You are at.a public place ; omit
to play at the rooms a night nowand then, and
put into your charity-box, the money it would
have coft you for the cards. You are ufed to
a chair, omit that expence now and then, and
affign the money to your charitable fcheme.
Inftead of twelve difhes on your table, now and

then
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then reduce them to fix : inftead of Claret and
Burgundy, now and then ‘drink humble Port ;

keep a horfe lefs—fpare that clegant piece of :

furniture—don’t purchafe, for once, that fa-
vourite picture. In fhort, a few favings from
things unneceflary, will fhortly produce a con-
ﬁderable fum ; and I will dare to anfwer, thata
pra&tice of this fort, will afford fo much plea-
fure at the end of the firft year, that it will be
enlarged the fecond ; and asit will ferve to in-
creafe a benevolent temper, fo will it lead to
the moft amiable practices.

You obferve, that I fpeak here only of what-

are ‘called innocent and neceflary expences;
but how would the fum accumulate, if men
would give to works of virtue, half the profu-
fion they dedicate to vice and felf-indulgences.
I know a friend of mine, (though I am forry
to0 know him in‘that refpe&t) who pays his mi-
ftrefs ten guineas a week, as a fixed ftipend, and
I am apt to.believe, occafional prefents ‘are not
inconfiderable. Yet could I never perfuade this
man to give ten guineas to the Aagdalen- Houfe;
a charity, which in honour HE ought, and
which every motive of humanity calls upon us
all, to afiift,

It often gives me great diffatisfaction—1I have
felt it here not many days fince—to receive for
reply, when folliciting the caufe of affliction ;
“ I cannot afford it—I have no money for

charity—

[
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charity—well, come, take that half-crown.”
The lovely WVelfrida gave me that reply : I bow-
ed and retired. Not many hours after, I faw
her fquander away five guineas in paper flowers;
and three more in little gewgaws at the jewel-
lers | How amiable had we judged Helfrida, if,
with the fweet glow of compaffion, fhe had
given us thofe eight guineas, and refcued a fa-
mily from the deepeft diftrefs?

1 am, Sir,
Your conftant reader,

SYMPATHETICOS.

N U M-
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NUMBER LXXVIL

Tisa prime part of happinefs, 1o knoww

How much unbappinsfs mufl prove our lot:

A part awhich few prffefs | Tl pay life's tax,

Without one rebel murmur, ﬁ‘bm this hour,

Nor think it mifery to be a man ;

Who thinks it is, foall never be a God.

Some ills we wifh for, awhen ave wifb to lie.
Youxc.

To the V1s1TOR.,

SIR,

N fome former papers, I have thewn the ex-
cellency of the Chriftian religion, as it reveals

to us the nature of God more clearly ;—as it
gives us a more perfe& rule of life,~—and as it
propofes more powerful motives and fan&ions to
enforce this rule, than any other religion or in-
ftitution, ever offered to mankind. I now pro-
ceed to fhew, as a farther proof of its excel-
lency, that the motives and confiderations to
patience and content, which it lays before us,
are greatly fuperior to whatever philofophers
taught; and more effeGual to filence the com-
plaints of grief, than all the confolations of the
- wife men, that ever undertook this friendly of-

fice.
As
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As the inconveniences of human life are fo
many, and its diftrefies fo various and complica-
_ted, we find a great part of the heathen philo-
fophy employed in finding out arguments of con-
folation, and in propoﬁng to mankmd reafons
for fubmiffion and patience. And furely, how
feeble foever their efforts, and how ineffeGtual
and weak foever their cordials, yet they afe to
bc commended, in this refpe& for their hu-
manity and generous concern to alleviate the
unavoidable evils of this mortal life. But their
efforts were feeble, and their cordials weak,
How ridiculous, to fay no worfe of it, was the
fundamental pofition of the Stoicks ! Who placed
patience in apathy, and contradi¢ted all the
common fenfe, and common feelings of man-
kind. And for the gencral topics of confola-
tion, which were offered, fo far were 'they from
alleviating, that they aggravated aflliGtions. IfI
remember right, the Emperor Augufius made fome
fuch reply to his miferable comforters, when they
laid before him all the common place fayings of
the philofophers, to comfort him under a very
fevere afflition ; ¢ What you fay, obferved he,
are the very things which occafion my uneafi-
nefs.” For they fdid, that evils were unavoid-
able,—that they are fatal and neceffary,—that it
is vain to be troubled at what we cannot help,
~that if evils are long they are but light,—if
fharp but fhort ; and fo on. ¢ I am apt toima-
gine,

3
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gine, fays a fine writer, that it is buta very
fmall comfort, which a plain and ordinary man
lying under.a fharp fit of the ftone, for a week
together, would receive from fuch a fentence, as
the laft. For what pleafure foever men, who
are at eafe and leifure, may take in being the
authors of witty fayings, I doubt it is but poor
confolation that a man under great and fting- -
ing afflictions finds from them.” We may ap-
ply to them all, Shakefpear’s expreflive words:

I pray thee peace.—1I will be flefb and blsod.
For there was never yet philofopher,

That could endure the tooth-ach patiently ;
However they have writ the ftyle of Gods,
And made a pifh at chance and fufferance.

T will be Sflefb and bloed, is excellent ; fimilar
to which is an expreffion in another place,—

Difpute it like a man, fays one
I fhall do fo—fays the other;
But I muft alfo feel it as a man.

*Tis abfurd to fuppofe, that any arguments
or confiderations fhould diveft us of feeling.
The philofophers miftook the point in this re-
fpe&, while they were entircly unacquainted
with thofe arguments, which teach us to bear
afli&ions and evils with chearfulnefs and fub-
miffion, at the fame time that they allow us to
feel all the burden ; allow us to feel as men,

teach
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teach us to bear as Chriflians. Indeed there is
no wonder, that the heathen cafuifts were de-
ficient in their attempts to give confolation;
fince they were ignorant of the two grand pil-
lars, on which refts the fabric of human hope.
They were ignorant of God’s moral govern-
ment of the world; they were ignorant of a
future ftate ; and much more were they igno-
rant of that chief fource of comfort to a Chrif-
tian, the love, the dying love of the Prince of
fufferers, Fefus Chrift; of Him, who leads the
way thro’ fufferings to happinefs, and who hath
affured his followers, that if they fuffer with
Him ; with his temper, and humility, they fbail
Jhare of His glory.

The fuperlative excellence of the Chriftian
religion is feen in thefe confolatory and im-
portant truths; and furely cannot fail in this
view to recommend itfelf to the attention and
reception of all mankind. For who but withes
to fecure a fafe and happy harbour from the
ftorms and tempefts of this troublefome world ?
on the waves of which, whatever veflel fails,
muft expe&t to find many inconveniencies in
the voyage. And if with much hazard it ef-
capes rocks and fands, and fhipwreck, yet can
it not efcape a variety of perils, and many dan-
gerous blafts ! Who then can fail to defire the
beft fecurity? Who can fail to feek after the
beft alleviations of the difficulties of life; the
beft hopes of hercafter, under the ruin of every

hioge

-
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hape here ?—And certainly the Chriftian reli-
gion alone aftords thefe chearing hopes. It af-
fures us, that a gracious father, infinite in pow -
er, and unerring in wifdom, as good as he is
great, and as merciful as he is mighty, rules the
whole world of his creatures, and with the moft
particular and -exalt providence guides and
direfts the vaft fyftem of things. It affureg
us, that willing to fave, and defirous to blefs,
he frequently chaftens in love, and affli&ts
in mercy. As a father corre&eth his fon,
fo this univerfal Father correés with all the af-
fection of parental regard. And, as he willeth
only the felicity of his creatures, fo we may al-
ways infallibly conclude, that every afflition is
defigned for our advantage, and if we properly
ufe it, will .tend to. the increafe of our future
glory,.—Muft not this fingle refletion chear our
fouls, and encourage us, when we droop be-
neath the heavy hand of temporal chaftifement?
It comes from a father, fuperlative in wifdom,
goodnefs, and power : froma God of Love !
But when ‘'we view the Son of ‘this eternal
God, becoming man for our fakes :— a man of
forrows, and acquainted with grief l-—when we
view the great example, afflited in life, and
more than affli¢ted in death : when we behold
the marvellous and unparalleled patience where-
with he endured the moft trying of all human
miferies.—And when we refle&t, that, perfect

innocence; he thus fuffered without one fingle
fault
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fault or fpot, wholly for us, and for our falva-
tion ; certainly we can never look to this Author
and Finifber of our Faith, but it muft animate
us, under every fuffering here below ; nay, and
enable us to bear, not only with fubmiffion,
but with chearfulnefs, any temporal eyils, as
thus we have fellowfhip with the Son of God ;
and follow him by the way of the Crofs, vp to
the right hand of God, and the fulnefs of blifs !

This is-a confideration, which muft make all
afflitions light and eafy to be borne. They are
but for a moment—(for what is time, fourfcors
years, to eternity ?) but they work out for us a
weight of glory, eternal and exceeding: our utmoft
conceptions ! "Who would murmur at-any fuffer-
ings here, for fuch an unutterable reward !
VVhat heart can defpond, what heart can fail to
rejoice, when it hears the animated declaration,
 Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life!” 1 will give thee perfe&t feli-
city, which fhall never be interrupted, I will
give thee an eternity of {ubftantial delights, ade-
quate to thy nature, and fufficient to fill up all
the defires of thy foul !”

Under thefe confolations, we can never won.
der to fee the fincere Chriftian rejoicing in tri-
bulation : a dejeéted Chriftian, defponding and
complaining, is a much more furprifing fight,
than a Chriftian finging praifes on a rack, or
full of joy " and thankfulnefs, while every limb
is confuming in the flames !

Vou. II, N The



266 THE VISITOR. N¢y.

The ftory of Lipfius is a good conclufion. He
was an admirer of the Stical philofophy. On
his death-bed, his friends told him, ¢ they need
not offer any arguments to him, whofe philofsphy
was fufficient to fupport him, and teach him
patience.” ¢ Ah, faid the dying man, lifting
up his eyes, Dear Lord Fefus Chrift, give me the
Chrizlian patience.” Domine FJefu, da mibi pati-
entiam . Chriftianam.

I am, Sir, your’s, &c.

f Ml
NUMBER LXXVIIL
Thy aatehful Providence o’er all extends,
Dby avorks obey their great Creator’s ends :
And all the ills we feel, or blifs we fhare,
Are tokens of a beav’nly Father’s core, "
D:ziry,

To the VISITOR.

STR,
UMMON’D again by the voice of Royal -
authority, we are about to humble ourfelves
before the throne of fuperlative power and good-
nefs. How awful the thought! A whole na-
tion, from the mighty Monarch; who fills the
throne, to the loweft fubject, proi’crate together,

and with one voice, addrefling the everlafting
ruler
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.ruler of the world. " ¢ Turn thou us, O good
Lord, and fo fhall we be turned. Spare thy
people, O Lord, fpare them ! After the multi-
tude of thy mercies, look uponus!” We may
be confident, that the God, who vouchfafes to
caft his eyes upon the concerns of mortals, can-
not fail to behold with complacency fuch 2
fight ; and to hear with favour, the fervent fup-
plications of fuch an unanimous multitude.
Every idea, which reafon leads us to form of the
Deity, affures us, that he is not inattentive, or
unconcern’d in fuch a cafe: and numberlefs ex-
amples in fcripture abundantly convince us, that
no afts of real humiliation, no petitions of faith
and penitence are indifferent in his fight, or
ever efcape his gracious notice. Pleas’d with
this reflection, which every man’s own reading
will immediately exemplify, we fhall rejoice in
our mutual and national a& of homage to the-
Majefty of heaven ; and be lead, as one man,
to deprecate his wrath, to implore his protec-
tion.

For my own part I will freely confefs, that I
never review thofe many and fignal fuccefes,
wherewith the Britifh arms have been ¢rown-
ed, during the prefent neceflary and important
war ; but my mind immediately prefents to me,
the days of public humiliation, which have been
obferved through our land with fuch remark+
able ftri¢tnefs, and dedicated fo truly to their ap-

N 2 pointed



268 THE VISITOR. N°-8.

pointed fervice ! How crowded have we beheld
our places of public worthip! How ferious the
deportment of our congregations! How pathe-
tic and animating the difcourfes of our preach-
ers! How confcientious and exa& the folemn
celebration of all appointed duties |— ¢ Thefe
fignal fuccefles, Father of bounty, omnipotent,
and all-gracious! thefe are the fruits of thy
favourable acceptance of our public and united
petitions—(I am ready to fay upon the review)
—We fee and adore thy blefied interpofition !
‘Thou haft beard our prayers; thou haft feen
our humiliation : Thou haft crowned us with
ineftimable benefits !’

If we admit a Providence,~—(and what man
An his fenfes denies a Providence — For what
man denies the Being of a God? And if
there is a God, there muft be a Providence : An
Epicurean god being to all intents and purpofes
the fame as no god at all)—If we admit a Pro-
widence, we muft allow, that he is able to di-
re&, according to his good pleafure, the affairs
of mortals ; and that confequently it is necef-
fary for mortals to invocate his aid, and to fub-
mit the difpofal of their affairs to his fovereign
wifdom and goodnefs. Nor can we doubt, but
that he will gracioufly interfere in the behalf of
thofe, who make fuch proper application to him,
All his Attributes ftand pledged to fecure us ;
and his divine revelation in every page fpeaks

con-
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confidence and certainty to us in fuch ciréum-
ftances.—We have applied; we do -apply; let
us be well fatisfied, that while we continue to
do-fo, the event will be profperous.

This confideration may fufficiently anfwer
their cavil, which favours at once of weaknefs
and 1rre11gxon, who pretend, that they can fec.
no propriety in any more public fafts ; we have
humbled ourfelves often enough, they think: the
end is anfwered : and there is need of no more
aéts of humiliation.—But do fuch people confi-
der, how -eafily the favour of heaven; averted
from us, might blaft all our hopes, and ruin all
our fair profpefts ! we are not yet independant ;
we cannot yet command winds and waves, life
and death. Thefe are in the hand of Omnipo-
tence.. It well becomes us humbly to acknow.
ledge our dependance, and to deplore our mani-
fold and yet uncorrected offences.  Indeed this alone
were a fufficient reafon, why we fhould annu-
ally, at leaft, unite in common humiliation be-
fore God. For what need there is to implore
his forgivenefs, to entreat his mercy, to depre-
cate his indignation ; no man can be ignorant,
who knows the world at all; and who beholds
the iniquity, which abounds amongft us; tho’,
bleiled be God, 1 hope we may fay, with hu-
mility, we do not feem to be more atrocious
and guilty than many - preceding ages.- Yet,
God knows, we are guilty enough : vice abounds

N 3 | L6004
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too, too much : the blefled and moft excellent
faith of our holy Redeemer is but too much pro-
faned and defpifed ; and every thinking man fees
but too much caufe to complain, and to ery,
¢ Spare us, O Lord, for our offences are great,
are many ! in mercy remember, and pardon a

finful people !”
¢¢ If this be the cafe, an obje&tor might fay,
to what end is all your fafting ? Do you .ima-
gine that the fearcher of hearts will be pleafed:
with merely external humiliation ? Is not this
deep hypocrify ! Hath he not declared, that the
prayer, and confequently all the religious duties
of the wicked, are his- abomination ?”’—This
objection might have fome force, if it was true,
that every perfon in our nation was thus worth-
lefs and hypocritical. Though even then, per-
haps it might be confronted with fome ftriking
inftances of the efficacy of external humiliation.
But blefled be God, we are well aflured, amongft
the vaft numbers, that in this populous nation:
fhall fall befare the throne of heaven, and unite
in earneft fupplication for its welfare, thoufands.
and ten thoufands will be found, upright in
heart, fincere in faith, humbled, truly humbled
in foul; and fuch obfervers: of a Faf, as God,
by his prophet hath declared, he will approve.
See Ifaiah v, 8. Their prayers will arife, like
incenfe before him: and many, we fincerely
hope and truft, brought to a ferious fenfe of
things,
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things, will from thefe days, learn wifdom, rend
their hearts and not their garments, and turn
with repentance to their Lord and their Saviour.
—This alone can make a Faff profitable to
themfelves as individuals : it is hoped, that fo
far as concerns the nation, the fervent and
humble prayers of the truly righteous, will
prevail with the God of glory, to love, to fave,
and to defend.—J will not deffroy it, (let us re-
member he once faid) for the fake of TEN rzg/z-
Teous.

It fhould be the ambition of every Briton to
be one of thole rightesus, true patriots, and real
friends to their country : A country, happy
beyond all others, which the light of heaven
vifits with its gladnefs. . Senfible of the pecu-
liar felicity we enjoy, let us endeavour to fe-
cure it, by fecuring the protefion of God, by
thankful, humble, ho]y lives ; and now efpeci-
ally, when we are called upon by our belrved
Monarch, called upon this FIRST year of his
aufpicious reign.—Let us rejoice in the thought,
that with &m we fhall kneel, with bim we fhall
pray, and .with bim, we do not doubt, be heard,
for every defirable blefing, upon him, our
country, and ourfelves !

I am, Sir, yours, &c.
M.

N 4 NUM-
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]

NUMBER LXXIX.

To man the bleeding Crofs bas promisd all :

The bleeding Crofs has [avorn eternal grace:

Who gave bis life awbat grace fball be deny?
Younxe.

N iy papers of laft year, upon the pre-

fent folemn occafion *, it was f{hewn
at large, that the commemoration of Chrift’s
death and  paffion, is itfelf a firong proof of
Chriftianity, as well as the moft exalted tef-
timony of divine love. — It is very obferva-
ble, that every particular, in this ftupendous
a&t of mercy, was foretold long before the
event ; a fufficient evidence to the unprejudiced
mind, that the whole was under the immediate
dire&ion of that God, who alone can forefee fu-
ture events, and bring them to the determined :
iffue, ¢ Chrift was apprehended,” to ufe the
words of an excellent prelate, The anointéd of the
Lord, fays Jeremiah long before, was taken in
their nets,  But how ; he muft be fold; for what?
For thirty pieces of filver ; and what muft be
done with thefe? Buy a field.—See it all fore-
told | And they took the thirty pieces, the price of him
that was valued, and gave them for the potters
field, faith Zachariah (mifwritten Feremiah, by

one
* Good-Friday.
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one letter miftaken in the abbreviation.) By
whom ? That child of perdition, that the [eripture
might be fulfilled. Which was he? It is foretold
He that eateth bread with me, fays the Pfalmift. -
And what will ‘his difciples do? Fly away and
forfake him: fo faith the prophecy, I will fmite
the fhepherd, and the fhecp fhall be feattered. What
fhall be done to him? He muft be fcourged and
{pit upon ; Behkold I hid not my face from fhame
and fpitting, it is faid of him by Jfaab, long
before. What fhall be the iflue ; he fhall be led to
death : The Meffiab foall be cut off, faith Daniel.
In what manner? He muft be lift up upon a
crofs 3 Like as Mofes lift up the ferpent in -the wil-
dernefs, fo fhall the fon of man be lift up. They
pierced my hands and my feet, fays the prophet
David. With what company ! He was numbe-
red with the wicked, fays the prophecy, crucified.
with two thieves, fays the hiftory: Where ? /#/5th-
out the gates, fays the prophecy : What becomes
of his garments ; they cannot fo much as caft
lots for them, but it is prophefied : They divided
my garments 3 and for my véfture did they caft
lots. What fhall we fay, no one aion refpec-
ting him but is foretold : his very words, his
complaint,_ his refignation, his requeft :—Father,
Jorgive them, {aid he; be prayed for the tranfzrej-
Jors, faith the prophet. And now when he faw
all thefe prophecies fulfilled, knowing that cne
reained, he faid, I thir/l; Damine, guid fitis,
N faith
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faith one :" O Lord, what thirfteft thou for? A
wonderful hearing, that a man, yea that God
and’ man dying, fhould complain of thirft.—
Could he endure the wrath of his father, the
curfe of our fins, thofe tortures of body, and
horrors of foul ; and doth he fhrink at his thirft?
No, it was to fulfil the fcripture. It was not
the neceflity of nature, but the neceflity of his
father’s decree, that drew forth this word, 7
thirfi. ‘They offered him the draught before;
he refufed it ; whether it were an ordinary po-
tion for the condemned to haften death (asin
the ftory of M. Antony, which is the moft ree
ceived conftrultion,) or whether it were the
Jewith potion, whereof the Rabbis {peaks; whofe
tradition was, that the malefadtor to be execut-
ed fhould after fome good counfel from two of
their teachers be taught to fay, Jt my death be
for: the remiffion of all my fins: Upon which a
bow! of mixt wine was given him, with a grain
of frankincenfe, to bereave him both of reafon
and pain.—After this he declared, allis finifhed,
¢« the whole work is complete, the fcriptures
are fulfilled,”—bowed the head, and gave up
the ghott. %
Nothmg affords a ftronger atteftation to any
truth,” than plain and clcar prophecies; of which
fo many were evidently and undeniably fulfilled
in Chrift, that one would conceive no man,
who fufters himfelf to think at all, could either
doubt
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doubt the truth, or be indifferent to the duties
of the Chriftian religion. Indeed there 'is one
fingle chapter, the 53d of Ifziah, which is alone
fufficient to convince every impartial enquirer.
Its influence upon the celebrated Earl- of Ro-
chefler is well known; and we cannot but be-
lieve, that it muft have a fimilar influence upon
every man, who will fit down ferioufly and read
it, and without prejudice, enquire, of whom
fpeaketh the prophet this? Of bimfelf, or of
forne other man 2
~'For my own part, I muft confefs, that there
% one particular which conﬂantly occurs to my
obfervation, when reviewing the ancient world,.
whether of Fews, or Heathens, and which feems
inexplicable, without reference to the grand ex-
piation made by Jefus Chrift: I mean, the
univerfal pratice of facrificing, which undeni-
ably is as old, if not as the fzll, yet as the times
of Cain and Abel; which may be traced from
their days, down through every period, and into-
every country and nation under the fun. If this
was not typical and fignificative of Chrift’s fu-
ture facrifice ; what could be the intent, what
“the ufe ? What relation hath the death of an.
innocent animal to the placating the Deity for
the fins of a man? The whole is inexplicable,.
myfterious, and abfurd, upon any other view,.
than that to which we are led, by the know-
ledge of his all-fufficient facrifice, who died to
Neé redeem
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redeem and fave, as an holy and all-perfe&t vic-
tim, the fallen human race!

And certainly this wonderful vicim, fo glo-
rious in himfelf, and fo confummately excellent,
is well calculated to anfwer all our wants, and
to difperfe all our anxicties. ¢ He is infinitely
fuperior to the demerits of {fin; and abfolves
from all guilt, exempts- from all condemnation.
His merits afford us a moft valid and never-fail-
ing plea againft the accufations of Satan, and
the challenges of confcience. They eftablith
an undoubted title to every blefling, whether in
time or in eternity, whether in grace or in
glory. They are a fure fupport for the Chrif-
tian in an hour of defertion, and in the agonies
of death. Cafting anchor on this bottom, he
may difmifs every fear, and ride out every ftorm,
Leaning upon this ftaff, he may go down to the
repofe of the grave; and neither be appalled at
the folemn harbingers of diffolution, nor terri-
fied at its far more awful confequences, The
merit of Chrift’s facrifice; and the power of the
divine Vi&im himfelf will unfeal the tomb ; will
bring forth the fleeping duft from the chambers
of putrefaltion, and build up the whole man in-
to immortality and glory ! By this he will be
prefented without fpot ; prefented faultlefs ; yea,
be prefented perfect, and w1th exceeding joy, be-
fore the throne !”

(3

What
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What a gift, then, is this all-fufficient facri-
fice of Chrift, which we this day commemorate !
—Blefled be God, for all the indulgent difpen-
fations of Providence! Blefled be God, for all
the beneficial produ&ions of nature! But above
all, blefled be God, for the tranfcendent, the

unfpeakable gnft of Jefus Chnﬁ and him cru-
cified!

M.

N U M.
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NUMBER LXXX.

Might I from fortune’s bounteous hand receiwve

Each boon, each bleffing, in ber pow’r to give :
- Genius and [cience, morals, and good fenfe,

Unenwy'd honours, awit, and eloguence

A numerous offspring to the world well-known,

Both for paternal virtues and their own:

Eaen at this mighty price I'd not be bound

To tread the fame dull circle round and round;,

The foul requires enjoyments more fublime,

By fpace unbounded, undeflroy’'d by time.
Jenny s tranflation of H. Browne

on Immortality.

To the VISITOR.
SIR,

D O not remember, ever to have feen it ob-
ferved, amongft the various proofs which.
" arife, in teftimony to the foul’s immortality, that
¢ a great city is a ftriking evidence to this capi-
tal and important truth.” The thought ftruck
me, as I was travelling yefterday through our
noble metropolis ; and I was fo much convinced
by it myfelf, that I determined, by the channel
of your truly valuable paper, to offer the hint

to the refleCtion of the public.

Many



N°8. THE ' VISITOR. . 279
Many excellent writers have .deduced ufefur
moral refleGtions from a furvey of the wonder-
ful oeconomy of ants, of bees, of beavers, and
the like ;. their nefts, their hives, their houfes,
have afforded matter for inftructive and agree-
able ‘fpeculation.  They befpcak much defign,
they fhew the amazingly ftrong power of what
we call inflinét ; that wonderful fomething, given:
by the Deity to the animal creation, in the
place of our reafon.—But while we admire and
contemplate thefe, we omit what is nearer to us;.
the places of our own abode ; for however curious-
and elegant the works of thefe creatures may
be, whatever powers they demonftrate, yet how
mean and inconfiderable are they, in compari-
fon with an elegant and commodious dwelling,.
much more with a whole city, compofed of
thoufands of fuch dwellings; placed in the ‘moft
regular order, and finithed with all the advan-
tages that art and labour can fupply? Look
down one of the fpacious ftreets ; fee it thronged
with inhabitants, occupied .in their feveral em-
ploys, and crowding along with all the. hafte of
follicitous anxiety, and induftrious zeal. Again,
furvey the noble river which rolls its wealthy
current thro’ the midft of the city: and fee,
what the labour of man hath atchieved ! Acrofs
the rapid ‘fiream proud bridges ftretch their
ftrong arches ; and all the burden of trade is
2 con-
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conveyed on dry land. Buat -why particularife ?
You have the obje& " before youj confider it
well : and fay, can you imagine, that the minds,
which form and .dire& fuch habitations, fhall
perifh, like the habitations themfelves ! A city,
you grant, is 2 fine and- ftriking objeét; but the
inhabitants of it, how much are they fuperior
to-the city itfelf ! 'It requires infinitely more art
and labour to form fuch a receptacle for. the hu-
man race, than an ant-hill, or a beaver’s lodge :
but thefe, you fay, witnefs wonderful inftin& :
how much more then does a large city bear wit-
nefs to a power in ‘man; which I could as well
fuppofe formed only to exift in time, as I could
fuppofe écity buile to exift eternally,

If this argument fhall appear as conclufive
and ftriking, as it is new, I fhall think myfelf
happy in having pointed out one evidence more
of that great truth, which, to mortals, is of all
others moft important and interefting : a truth,
which diminifhes the value'of fublunary things,
as much as it fupports the. upright foul amidft
all the 'inconveniencies of mortality. Indeed
this fingle truth is {ufficient to awaken us into'a
zealous concern for religion and virtue: for if
man is immortal, and muft partake of a ftate
unalterable and ever-during, either in happinefs
or mifery, what egregious madnefs is it to neg-
le& a regard for that ftate, while enflaved to

- tran-
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tranfitory purfuits! On the other fide, if man
is not immortal, why any follicitude; why any
attention to virtue ! A great author fays well,
¢ if there is no futurity, I had.rather be an
oyfter than a man:” And who, that thinks at
all, is not of the fame mind ?-——But man is im-
mortal ; and wretched will - his ftate be, who
believing this truth, lives neverthelefs in con-
trariety to it.

I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c,

Z.

N U M.
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NUMBER LXXXL

Iutire and fure the monarch’s rule muff prove,

Who founds bis greatnefs on bis fubjefts love :

Who does-our homage for our good require,

MArd orders that, awbich we flould firf} defire ;

Our wanguif'd awills, the pleafing force obey ;

His Goodnefs takes our liberty away, }

£nd baughty Britain yields to arbitary fway.
: Prior.

To the VISITOR.
SIR,

F the following paragraphs taken from the

Dean of Briffol's * fermon, preached the laft
general faft-day before the houfe of Commons,
have the fame effeét upon you, as they had up-
on a confiderable part of his audience, you will
contribute your ufeful endeavours to make them
as public as poflible.

Sermon, p. 16. ¢ May this be the happy
fate of Britain, of her King and her people}
May the Lord repent of the evil, which be thought to
do unto us ! ‘The fate of Britain cannot but be
happy, if her fons will learn righteoufniefs, and

live

* Dr. Squire, now Bifhop of St. David’s. ;
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live agrecably to the precepts of thelr hofy re-
ligion. - The fate of Britain cannot but be
happy under the aufpicious government of
GeorGE THE Goop ¥, if the well regulated
piety of the Sovereign, his uniform and exem-
plary devotion, his found and upright under-
ftanding, his humane, feeling and benevolent
heart, his purity and integgity of manners, un-
touched amidft the flames of youth, can fecure
the permanent pro{penty and happinefs of 2
nat.loﬂ

Oh! may the imperial robe, fo lately put on,
continue to fit light, eafy and graceful upon his
fhoulders ! may he ever find his fubje&s duti-
ful, faithful and obedient! may he fee all his
vows fulfilled! he will fee his moft ardent vows
fulfilled, if he may behold his people flourifhing
in domeftic union and tranquillity ; flourifhing
in credit and reputation among foreign nations,,
and flourithing in the prattice ef virtue and re-
ligion, the never-failing fource of national feli-
city ! may he foon put a good end to the juft
and neceflary, tho’ extremely expenfive war, in
which he finds himfelf fo intricately engaged,
and be able to give to his own fubjeds, to his.
allies, and to Europa, the blefling fo devoutly to
be wifhed, the blefling of an honourable, fafe

and

* Let it be remembered, thatin France, and in many

other kingdoms, it has generally been a cuftom to give
their Kings expreffive appellations,
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and durable peace.—~May our lateft poﬂerity
make  the long, happy  and glorious reign "of
GEorGE THE Goop, the common meafure of
felicitation to all his defcendants, fitting upon
the throne of thefe kmgdoms, txll time {hall be
no more.

¢ To thefe petitions for the happinefs of our
King, and the peace of our Ferufulem, is there
a Briton, whofe heart, as well as tongue, does
not chearfully fay, Amen.”

Was ever prince more happily furnamed ? And
did ever prince better deferve the appellation of
Good ? Oh ! ‘may all his fubje@s catch the echo’
of this amiable title, till it find a place in our
future annals, as well as in our daily converfa-
tion.

,Why was our, King . the beft, - the moft
loyal and obedient of fubjets under his royal
grandfather’s empire ? Becaufe he was good.,

Why was he formerly, and why is he ftill, in
the midft of royalty, the moft dutiful of fons to
his affeGtionate parent? Becaufe he is good.

Why has he been even almoft adored by thofe,
whofe offices have given them the honour to ap-
proach his perfon ? Becaufe he is good.

What moved him to make that generous,
noble and conftitutional declaration upon his
immediate acceffion to the throne, which gave

fuch
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fuch heart-felt pleafure to all his fube:tSisP His
‘goodnefs.

In the tumultuous moment of tranﬁnon from
fubject to king, what rendered him fo remark-
ably eafy, calm, and i in full poffeﬂion of himfelf?
His goodnefs.

What moved him, even in the firft hour of
greatnefs, either perfonally to affure, or by mef-
fages to declare to all his fervants, that he would
ftill continue his favour to them, and t}lat his
advancement fhould be no lefs to them? His
goodnefs.

Why has he continued fo many of his grand-
father’s old fervants in their employments, or
given them penfions equivalenttothe pofts which
the conjunéture would not permit them to hold
longer ? Becaufe be is good.

- Why did he furrender the hereditary revenue
of his crown to the difpofition of parliament
for a limited annual income? For an income,
' probably 200,000 /. lefs than would have been
given to him, had he demanded it?—Becaufe
he loves his fubjeéts Becaufe he is good.

It was the fame goodnefs of heart, which prompt-
ed him, the very moment the regal power came
into his hands, to renew the proclamation a-
gainft vice, and to declare his refolution to do
cevery thing in his power to difcountenance pro-
phanencfs in all fhapes. i

t
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It-was the fame goodnefs of heart, which in the
Dean’s words, ¢ animates his we]l-régulated
piety to his God ; which dire&s his uniform and
exemplary devotion, .and preferves his morals
pure and untouched, amidft the flames of youth.”

Why has he thrown down the partition walls
of fation, and encouraged the freeft accefs of
all fubjelts to his prefence, and his favours?
Becaufe be is good,

Why has he declared his averfion to all forts
of parliamentary corruption, both within the
houfe and out of it ! Becaufe be is good.

Why hath he made the judges abfolutely in-
dependent on the crown, both of the fucceflor,
as well as of the reigning prince ? Becanfe be is
good.

Let other nations boaft of the greatnefs of their
princes, of the extent of their encreafing domi-
nions, of their compleat victories and fplendid
triumphs,—But can therebe true greatnefs, where
there is not goodnefs ! Or can there be great-
nefs, which is purchafed with the lives and for-
tunes of myriads of unhappy people ? *

GEORGE THE Goob is our Prince, nor would
‘we exchange him for all the Alexanders, the Fu-
lius Cafars, and the Lewis the Greats, that ever

exifted.

* See a Letter to Lord Hallifax, &c. printed for New-
bery.
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exifted.—As our King is good, let us know him
hereafter by that amiable name, and tran{init the
title of George the Good to all pofterity,

I am, Sir, &c.

PHILOBASILEUS.

NUMBER LXXXIIL

Quo te calefiis fapientia duceret, ires,
Hor.

IN a former paper I obferved, that the high-
eft happinefs of intellectual creatures confift-
ed in a perpetual intercourfe with almighty God.
But to prevent miftakes, it may be incumbent
upon us to enquire, what is the genuine teft and
proof of this divine communion. Our bleffed
Lord hath refolved this important queftion. “Ye
are my Difciples, if ye do whatfoever I com-
mand you:” and again, ¢ If a2 man love me,
he will keep my word, and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” Whence it follows, that
if our actions be not fuitable to the laws of

God,
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God, all our. pretences, warmth, andtranfports
are no better than the artifices of hypocrify,
the impofitions of fanaticifim, or the delufions
of the grand enemy of mankind.

On the other hand, we are not to be difcou-
raged at incidental abfences, and deje&tions of
fpirits, when we are engaged in facred duties.
Man is a compofition of foul and body ; and
during their union here, the former will be of-
ten interrupted in her religious performances,
by the difeafes and imperfeGtions of her afloci-
ate. Inattention, languors,and dejections many
times proceed from a temporary indifpofition of
-the animal ceconomy. A relaxation of the ner-
vous {yftem, an inequality in the circulation of
the blood, and more efpecially a depravity of
the juices (as the Phyficians term it) will have
a powerful and furprizing influence upon the
mental faculties. I fpeak this in pity to multi-
tudes ; becaufe I daily fee pious and worthy per-
fons aﬁ‘h&mg themfelves beyond meafure, thro’
their ignorance of this weighty truth.

Befides, they would do well to recollect thofe
gracious allowances, which our compaffionate Sa-
viour hath made upon record for the omiffions,
frailties, and defaults of human nature. Even his
Difciples, who accompanied him into the gar-
den the night preceding his crucifixion, could
not reprefs unfeafonable flumbers. It is alfo
very obfervable, that the mild reprehenfion of
" our
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our Lord upon this occafion, fuggefted at the
fame time a tender apology for their mifbe-
haviour.

Prayer and meditation havea diret tendency
to keep open the communication between the
Supreme Being and the foul of man. But the
public worfhip of God hath the pofitive promife
of his more immediate prefence. What then
fhall we fay to thofe, who ufe a thoufand little
pitiful {ubterfuges to juftify their abfence from
the houfe of prayer. Ihad lately an opportu-
nity of introducing the fentiments and example
of the royal Pfalmift. With my reader’s per-
miffion, I will recommend to him another of
David’s compofitions, where he will find this .
fubject remarkably illuftrated, I mean the forty-
fecond Pfalmj in the beginning whereof the
author appears - mightily follicitous to exprefs
the vehemence of his defire to approach again
the ordinances of the fan&uary. ‘The allufion
there mentioned, is of ftronger import than
what perhaps is generally imagined. It may be
neceflary to notice, that when a deer is clofely
purfued by the hunters, he takes foil, as it is
called ; that is, he fpeeds into the water, This
is commonly his dernier refort; wherefore he
makes the moft powerful efforts to accomplifh
his purpofe. During fuch refolution, the natu-
ral timidity of his temper yields to a fudden fe-
rocity, which would very much endanger man -
or horfe, wha accidentally obftruéted his courfe.

Vou, 1L 0O e
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In the next place, the Pfalmift pathetically
denotes “the feverity of his forrows, while the
Pagans upbraid him with the inutility of his
faith and confidence in the true God.: But con-
{cious of the fuperiority of his religion, he in-
flantes to.-himfelf that happinefs, which refult-
‘ed from’ his attendance upon'the public wor-
fhip ; and takes occafion from thofe prior coms
forts, to hold up his foul under prefent fuffer~
ings : more particularly under his fore /diftrefs
-of banithment from the temple of God. He
mot -only expoftulates with his own heart for
its diffidence and fears, but h¢ even reproaches
“his' breaft for ‘its inquietude and' defpondence ;
bécaufe at that-very period, -he ‘experienced the
fenfe ‘of God’s favour. He likewife calls to
mind paft mercies, and the fignal deliverances
which God had wrought for hnn at a time,
when he had as little encouragement to expeét
the interpofition of the Deity, as amidft thofe
troubles which induced him to pen this Pfalm,
Then he concludes with a ftriking repetition
.of a former foliloquy, and of his purpofed re-
liance upon God in all future difficulties that
might befall him. Thus the ftruggle termi-
mates; and the religious Monarch goes off tri-
umphant.

The paffages which relate to the contumeli-
ous . invectives of the heathen, are omitted in
the {ubfequent verfion, that the Pfalm may be

4 more
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more extenfively applicab]e to every aﬂii&ed‘
individual. ¥

PSALM XLII

WITH fierce defire the hunted Hart
Explores the cooling ftream;
Mine is a paflion ftronger far,
And mine a nobler theme.
Yes, with fuperior fervors, Lord,
I thirft to fee thy face;
My languid foul would fain approach
The fountains of thy grace,

Oh! the great plenty of thy houfe !
The rich refrefhments therg !
To live an exile from thy courts
O’erwhelms me with defpair.
In worfhip when I join'd thy faints,
How fweetly pafs’d my days!
Prayer my divine employment then, L
And all my pleafure -praife.

But now I’'m loft to every joy,
‘Becaufe detain’d from thee ;
Thofe golden periods ne’er return,
Or ne’er return to me. _
Yet, O my foul, why thus depreft,
And whence this anxious fear ?
Let former favours fix thy truft,
"‘And check the rifing tear,
02 When
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When darknefs, and when forrows rofe,

And prefs’d on every fide, '
Did not the Lord fuftain thy fteps,

And was not God thy guide ?

Affli¢tion is a flormy deep,
Where wave refounds to wave;
Tho’ o’er my head the billows roll,
I know the Lord can fave,

Perhaps before the morning dawns,
He’ll reinftate my peace;

For he, who bad the tempeft roar,
Can bid the tempeft ceafe.

In the dark watches of the night
I’ll count his mercies o’er ;

I’ll praife him for ten thoufand paft,
And humbly fue for more.

Then, O my foul, why thus depreft,
And whence this anxious fear ?
Let former favours fix thy truft,
And check the rifing tear.

Here will I reft, and build my hopes,
Nor murmur at his rod ;
He’s more than all the world to me,
My health, my life, -my God ! g

N.U M-
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NUMBER LXXXIIIL

Here paint, fair Mufe, the avorfbip God requires :
The Soul inflam’d awith chafte and holy fires ;
Where love celeflial warms the bappy breaft,
Where from fincerity the thought's.expre/i'd :
Where genuine piety and truth refin’d,
Re-confecrate the temple of the mind :
With grateful flames the living altars ghaw,
And God defeends to wifit man belosv.
Driry,

To the VIsITOR.

SIR,

T the foot of Haion Hores, the Holy

Mountain ¥, (thro’ which the proud Per-
fian Monarch, impotent in power, vainly defired
to cut an impoflible way) lived Albanius the ber-
mit, His little hut was almoft inacceflible to
the tread of mortals; forty-years had rolled
away during his refidence there; and he had
paffed an hundred years of weary pilgrimage
upon the earth. The fnowy locks which co-
vered his venerable head, were not more pure
and white than his confcience ; and his wifdom

O3 was
* Mount Athos, fo called both by Greeks and Turks.

There is no appearance, travellers affure us, of the paf-
age, which fome hiforians fay, Xerxes cut through it,
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was celebrated throughout all the neighbouring
country ; for he leaned on the ftaff of experi-
ence, and the eye. of his mind was clear, un-
polluted, and piercing as the eagle’s ; his devo-
tions were borne to heaven on the wings of faith
and purity: His hope was firmly fixed as the
roots of Haion Horoes itfelf; and his intentions
ftrait, and ever pointing to the fkies, like the
cedars which grew from the mountain’s top.
Not far from his hermitage, ftood the convent
of Pancratori 3 thither Albanius was wont fre-
quently to refort, to unite in public. prayer, and
to liften to the enquiries of the fincere and {fol-
licitous. His counfel was like dew to the
thirfty foil, like balm to the wounded and af-
flited mind. Grief heard him, and forgof to
weep : Doubt liftened, and behold, it was light :
error approached, and his hand prefented the
clue to guide her through the mazy labyrinth.
% Son. of Arcadius,” faid the Hermit,—when
one day he beheld Sofimenes waiting in the ora-
tory—¢< Son of Arcadius, to what purpofc is
this frequent maceration of thy body by Fafiz
ing 2 To what end the multitude of thy pray-
ers, and this vain repetition of empty words?
"Thinkeft thou that the EYE of the univerfe can
view with complacence a decorated outfide,
when the inward parts are defiled and abomi-
nable ? Lo, he pierceth, with brightnefs tenfold
-beyond the brightnefs of the fun, into the very
: fecrets
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fecrets of the foul ; the dawning thought, the
rifing intention: are open to his view : Not a
word formeth itfelf on our tongue, not a defire
fuggefteth itfelf to oux heart, but he kmoweth
it—the omnifcient Jehovah |—For he created
the heart,—he made the eye !”’

« Venerable father, replicd the fon of Area~
dius, may the eternal wifdom ftill be thy glory.
Thou art as an angel of God! But fay, fhall
we not awfully reverence his commands, who is
the meflenger of peace and life, the counfellor
and everlafting God? He hath faid,, andIobey
he fpoke, and with trembling I adeze!”

¢ Sifimtenes,, veplied the: h_erm.-lt, hear and un~
dexftand. A certaim mafker kad 3 fewvent, in
whom. he repofed great confidence. And being
about to take a long journey, he commiteed to
Bis truft, all that he had, faying, ¢ Take heed
to. thyfelf and my houfhold, oh’ my fon; let
watchfulnefs ftay by thy fide, let dilizence lead
thee on the way, let fobriety fit down continu-
ally at thy table ; fee that thou bar’ the gates of
my dwelling, when the fhadows. of night ap~
proach, and in the morning be thou firft, at
the crowing of the cock, to awaken thy fellow
fervants. to induftry and labour.”—So- faying he
took his journey. The- fervant heard and re-
joiced in the truft# But foon forgetting his de-
pendance, as his Lord prolonged his ftay, he
afflumed to himfelf the whole right, and. fancied.

O 4, his
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his Lord would no more return. He faw the
gates of the houfhold barred at night, he arofe
in the morning, and awakened the fervants to
induftry and labour. But he drove far from
himfelf, fobriety, diligence and watchfulnefs.—
‘What thinkeft thou, that the Lord of this fer-
vant will do to him, when he returns to claim
his own ? And when he fhall only have to urge
in his defence, that he fecured the external ave-
nues, while he confumed, within, all his mafter’s
fubftance ; will he not deliver him to the Judge,
and fhall not his life be demanded with torture
and ignominy ?

Son of Arcadius, thou art this fervant! Thy
heart is full of corruption and deceit: Thou art
a flave to this world, though its dependance is
weaker than the bruifed reed. Thou art thirfty
for wealth, and greedy of power, though if
thou couldft drink more than the fea before
thee, or rife higher, than the inacceflible top of
this Holy Mountain, thou wouldft not be fatis-
fied |—Yet fraught with thefe paffions, thou
wouldft place the demon of deceit even before
God and thyfelf! Vain and erring ! And know-
ing, that the Omnipotent requires a duteous
obfervance, thou wouldft pay him with- bafe
coin, while thou retaineft the real gold! But,
what fhall thy Fafling profit thee, if thou doft
not humble thy foul, and produce fruits ac-
ceptable to the King of Eternity ? Is the Faft,

that
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‘that he hath chofen, defigned only to caufe the
head to bow down as a bulruth; to afli&t the
body with fackcloth and afhes ? Is not this the
acceptable Faft,—to loofe the bands of wicked-
nefs ; to undo the heavy burdens; to let the
aflicted go free ? Is it not to deal thy bread to
the hungry? To bring the poor to thy houfe?
And when thou feeft the naked, to cover'him?
This is the Faft, which the Lord will approve :
this will make thy nght rife in obfcurity, and
thy darknefs fhine as the noon day !

Remember, O fon'of Arcadius, that purifi-
cation of foul, and fpirituality of afteGtions, are
the great ends of the Holy Redcemer’s faith':
External fervices profit much, as means to this
end; but are empty, as the foam that dath-
eth on the rocks, and is no more, when they
are deftitute of thefe graces ; when they are the
only reliance of the foul. He that offereth on
the altar of an humble heart, faith, penitence;
purity, refignation and love, offereth an accep-
table fervxcc but what availeth all external fa-
crifice and pomp devoid of thefe? Lo, the bar-
ren tree, which beareth leaves only on the fide
of the mountain ! It fhall fpeedlly be cut down;
we have fought for fruit in vain.—Yet remem-
ber, that without /aves and blgffams, there can
be no fruit. Such are the external facraments,
and outward means of religion ; ‘they are no-
tking, deflitute of inward fruits; yet inward

Ogs f.uiis
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fruits without them are not to be expeted.
What God hath united, let not man disjoin.

Go thy ways, fon of man, repent, and turn
to God: think not that thy prayer and fafting
fhall be remembered, ta any other end than thy
condemmnation, if thou fhalt tread again in the
"~ paths of folly. < A man that fafteth for his
fins, and goeth again and doeth the fame, who
will hear his prayer? and what doth his hum-
bling profit him?”

The Almighty hand, which holdeth the gol-
den fceptre of the world, holdeth, oh Sofimenes,
the keys of life and death; he abhorreth the
hypocrite ; he difcerneth the deepeft fecrets of
the foul :—Miferable is that deluded mortal,
who compelleth the indignant hand of this un-
biafled juftice, to unlock the gates of death—
to affign the felf-deceiver a portion of unalte-
rable punifhment, and to fhut upon him that
door, which no man can open !—Son of Arcs-

@5us, confider thefe things, and be wife.”
S

NU M-
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N UMBER LXXXIV.

Levius fit pationtia
Quicquid corrigere oft: nefass.
: Hor..

To the VISLT O R

SIR,

"B VH E miferies: and’ misfortunes of life are: .
the fubject of comtinual complaint : We
are ever hearing from almoft every: tongue que-
rulous lamentations, and forrowful tales of di-
ftrefs. It is certain, that humanity is neceffari-
Iy connefted with. trouble ; there are many evils.
and inconveniences, which no philofophy, fore-
caft, or power, can. prevent or remove. And
it is as certain, that many advantages fpring
from thefe evils, whether we confider them.
with. a view to. prefent or temporal concerns. .
But it feems ftrange and unaccountable, that,,
well fatisfied as we all-are of the neceffary debt
of trouble and anxiety, which every man muftpay.
to life, in fome way or other, we fhould’yet un-.
wifely aggravate our diftrefles, and add to our
own: uneafinefs, rather than apply to every wife.
and rational method of alleviating them. That:
every human evil will admit. of much. allevia~
O 6. " tion s,
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tion ; that the method in which we bear mis-
fortunes may increafe or diminifh their weight,
is too plain and palpable a truth to admit of
difputation. Why then is it, that we do not
ftudy_the arts of fupporting the neceffary incon-
veniences to which flefh is heir ? Why is it that
we are fuch enemies to ourfelves ! and why is
it, that when, confefledly, happinefs is the one
purfuit of us all, we do not ftudy the firft prin-
ciples of attaining it, or as much of it as our
prefent ftate will admit ?

T was lead into thefe refleions laft night, at
my friend Timander’s, who gave me an invita-
tion, with another friend, to ‘pafs the evening
with him at his own houfe. Zimander is a man
in trade, with many amiable qualities ; and his
wife, for whom he has a good regard, is a wo-
man, of whom we might {peak with efteem..
But like other people, engaged in the thorny
difficulties of trade, (where, fo far as I have
found, perplexities many and various are un-
avoidable) this couple have met with their
perplexities ; and furely when they came toge-
ther they could not expect the contrary. People,
with a few grains of prudence, would endea-
vour, one fhould imagine, to make the’ beft of
evils they could not fhun, and to render loads
as light to each other’s fhoulders 2s pofiible,
which their f{ituation made it neceflary to bear.
But in dire® contradiftion to fuch philofophy,

our
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our worthy. friends feem mutually agreed to add
weight. to every load, and thorns to every diffi-
culty. We were fcarce fat down to fupper,
before fome unwelcome altercation began : fome
crofs events that day had happened ; concerning:
which, when Timander interrogated his wife,
fhe replied with fome tartnefs, and his rejoinder
was made with no lefs acrimony. *They went
on to teize and whet each other, ’till at length
my naughty pride would not permit me to be
filent. < Sir, faid I, to my friend, I am forry
that I am fo unfeafonably admitted to your table,
when you and your wife have matters of mo-
ment to difcufs : Imuft be free to fay, I expe&-
ed different entertainment: I will not be fo
rude as to interfere with your family differen-
ces—fo you will excufe me, and I with you a
good night.”

You: cannot wonder, that fuch 2 remon<
firance had its effedt : they were both confound-
ed, and made many apologies, entreating my
pardon, pleading the fituation of things, and-
infiting upon my ftay, - I fate down again;
for I had taken my hat, and with fome gravity
told them, ¢ My good friends, you know I
love and efteem you both, and wifh nothing
more {incerely ‘than your fehcxty It grieves
me to fee you both fuch ‘enemies to yourfelves,
fo weak and abfurd. You are under difficulties,
great, very great difficulties : I grant it: Soam

I:
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I: So are thoufands ; what then:? Shall we en~
creafe thofe difficulties by qur manner of bear-
them : This wouw’d be firangely ridiculous. Your
peevifhnefs, paflion, altercation, and impetuo-
fity, deprive you of all that comfort, which
alone makes difficulties light and ealy to be
borne. You know,. that I have lived long and
happily with an excellent wife: and. you know
that we have fought our way through many un-
ealy circumftances. Now @ muft freely tell:
you, that fo far have we been from adding to.
each others evils, which is your cafe, that we
have mutually lightened each others burden.
However chagrining our affairs have been, I
mever concealed the. real truth from my faithful:
and befk friend my wife ; the never aggravated:
or confidered matters in the worft view, but
with f‘milyes and good nature alleviated all my
fears, and fixed the eye of my hope on fome
favourable circumftance.  In return, I have-al-
ways endeavoured to keep up her fpirits,. with the:
utmofk chearfulnefs ; and in fhort,we have learnt.
to take life as it is, and to make the beft of it 3,
always determined to footh. each others cares,,
and to pour balm into each -others hearts,
not to add fuel to the flame ;—So are we, fo.
have we been long and exquifitely bleffed,—and
let come what will, we are ever fure of finding
confolation, peace, and reft in each others.

bofom,”
My
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My remarks had their ufe, at leaft for that
evening ; which we paflfed in great good na-
ture ; and I hope it may lead my friends to fome
advantageous refleCtions. However, as theirs, I
believe, is an epidemical diftemper, thefe hints
may be generally ufeful. As fo much focial °
happinefs depends upon each other, let huf-
band and wife ftudy to foften alternate cares;
and learning to take the world as it pafles, let
them bear with chearfulnefs unavoidable evils,
and not double thofe evils by their own impe-
tuofity, imprudence, and abfurdity.

I am,
SIR,

Your’s, &c,

N U M-
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' NUMBER LXXXV.

Seewit ¢t in lucem Stygiis emiffa tenebris

Pallida Tifiphone ; morbos agit anté metumque,

Ingue dies avidum furgens caput altius effert.
VirelLe

_ Tothe Vis1iTOR,

SIR,

HAVE often obferved with fecret concern,
that when the Small-pox prevails in a com-
munity, the families who by a kind interpofition
of Providence, were formerly carried with fafety
through the diftemper, feldlom pay a religious
regard to this formidable vifitation. Although
the funeral bell is daily apprifing them of the
dreadful havock, which the difeafe is making in
the houfes of their neighbours—although death
is come up into our windows, and is entered into our
palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the
young men from the firects; yet fuch, as by prior
ficknefs are fecured againft the prefent evil, fel-
dom think themfelves interefted in this general
devaftation ; but purfue their feveral pleafures

with eagernefs and alacrity,
Doth not this condu&t betray in them the
fouleft ingratitude for their own deliverance,
& and
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and a cruel infenfibility of the forrows of others?
Methinks the tender laws of humanity, and the
common bonds of friendfhip were alone fuffi-
cient to arreft the mind in its giddy career after
trifles and vanity ; and more than fufficient to
reprefs all licentious fallies of intemperate mirth
and jollity. But when this levity and diffipa-
tion are beheld with an eye of religion, how
exceedingly culpable muft they appear to the
fober and ferious thinker ! '
Undoubtedly it is one part of the defign of
Providence, in fuch melancholy difpenfations,
to put the whole community upon thought and
confideration. We ftand impeached of the moft
flagitious folly in the fight of heaven, when we
will not permit the death of our friends to raife
in us proper refleCtions upon that diffolution
which awaits ourfelves. Ob! that they were wife ;
that they would confider their latter end, was the
compaffionate exclamation of . infinite Wifdom.
That the contagious nature of ‘the fmall-pox
often precludes the fick from the attendance of
their deareft relations, and thereby aggravates
the fufferings of the difeafed, is too obvious a
truth. But, what is many times of far fupe-
rior confequence, this fore calamity often :de-
bars the minifter from the dying bed ; who,
through a juft fenfe of the danger, arlfng ei-
ther perhaps to his own perfon, or to his fa-
mily connexions, is compelled to abfent himfelf
from
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from the infefted chamber. - Hence the foul,
in the laft moments of her feparation, is left
deftitute of fpiritual affiftance, when her wants
and emergencies are the moft importunate.
Naked and difcomforted fhe now ftands upon
the beach, eyes the vaft ocean of eternity which
lies before her, and fhudders at the multitude of
is terrors. Then with all the tremblings of
anxiety,. fhe turns over the regifter of her for-
mer life, marks the numerous fins, errors, and
mifcarriages of it, and is overwhelmed with
confufion at the painful retrofpe&®. In 2ll this.
tumultuous perplexity of thoucht, fhe cafts her
defpairing countenance: around, Joking, but there
is none to. faue ; wondering, but there is none to. up~
had. Surely amidft fuch diftra&ting feenes,
thofe enerable perfonages who officiate at the
altar of the LEVING GOD, might greatly
avail-the agonizing heart, by the prudent and
plous exercife of their fun&ions. The facred
eracles are an inexhauftible fource of the beft
confolations in the werft extremities : therefore
«very. Scritie which is inflructed unto the kingdom of
heaven, knows where to. fetch. rich fupplies for
every exigence..

Is any fick among you? fays the apoftle St. Fames,
Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him. Not perhaps that minifters
are always to wait for fuch invitations. But
doubtlefs they muft countera&t the foft emotions

of
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of nature, and ftifle the fuggeftions of duty,
who upon frivelous pretences refufe the dying fol-
licitations of the penfive, dejected chriftian, or
of the awakened, enquiring finner.

It is in fome degree incumbent upon every
man to -attend the couches of thofe who are
languithing under infirmities and pains. The
enquiry which will be made at the laftday after
this fort of charity, demonftrates how impor-
tant a place it holds in all our pradical reli-
gion; and thofe words, fick and ye vifited me, or
wifited me not, abundantly fhew what a mighty
influence it will have upon our fentence, either
of abfolution or condemnation. But much more
does this doétrine concern thofe whofe appro-
griated office it is to prepare the foul for her en-
trance upon a new flate of exiftence; who are
fet as watchmen to the houfe of Ifrael ; and
whofe indifference, careleffnefs and negle@ will af-
furedly render thema obnoxious to the feverity
of the divine difpleafure, "

INDEX



i NETPDY SEY X

'The reader will be pleafed " to obferve, that the let-
ters denote the volume, the figures the pages.

JLbanius, the hermit, his refle@tions on fatting,
ii. 293.

Allegory, ii. 293.

Altercations between hufband and wife, ii. 299

Amufements, ii. 255.

Anticipation of miferies, wrong, i. 109.

Antinomians, their abfurd and licentious tenets cen-
fured, ii. 1.

Apoﬁln, their evidence, i. 89.

Arabs, their peculiar game, ii. 11, ~

Affembly, Secking, its eftablithment, i. 192.

Augufius (the emperor)his reply to his comforters,ii, 261. ,

Bath, letter from, ii. 254.

Beay and viper, a fable, i. j30s.

Bee, Ant and Sparrow, a fable, ii, 199.

Bedell, Bp. recommended as an example, i, 38.

Beggars, common, a great nuifance, ii. 109.

Behaviour of a lunatic in the walks of Lincoln's- -inn,
i. 216.

Benevolence and compaflion, excellence of, ii. 8g.

Ben'valzo, amiable in renrement, 1% B

Birth, its little worth without virtue, i. 42,

Candid, Philanthropy, Efq; vifited by his printer and
bookfeller, &c. undertakes the Fifitor, i, 1.

account of his family, i. 7.

Charities, public, their excellence, i. 116.—254.

Charity, eflay on, i. 254.

Chriftian Syflem, papers on the excellence of, i, zoI.
—227-—260. ii. 110—160—260.

Chriffian, the fincere, muft be happy, i. 204.

City-Affembly, i. 100. See Selima Secker.

Clergy vindicated, i. 83.

ammadverted on, ii. 126.

Clemency in commanders applauded, ii. 89.

Comfort, Chriftian religion full of, ii. 261.

Death of Chrift conﬁdered i. 74.

Death of his late majefty, refletions on, ii. 118.

Debtor, a poor-one, his diftrefs, i. 167.

Depen-



I N D E X

Dependance on God, i.

De'vatwn, languors in, unavoxdable, if. 288

Difpofirions differentin life, ii. 27.

Divine favour a fenfe of, the greateft happinefs, ii. 250

Douglas (Dr.) his criterion quoted, i. 244.

Dyer, Mr. fine paﬂ'age from his Fleece, ii. 141.

Edumt:an, wrong, its pemxclous confequcnces, i. 61.
ii. 230.

Egotifm cenfured, ii. 157.

Epitaph on an mfant i, 1653

Eguation (Mr.) a phxlomath his chara&er, ii. 46.

Eugenio, his cuftom on New-year's-day, ii. 221.

Euripides, a line of his quoted, i, 34.

Fable of the flag, i. 111.

—— of the beau and viper, i. 306.

—— of the bee, fparrow and ant, ii, 199.

Fair fex defended, 1i. 174.

Faith, its excellence, i. 73.

Fafling, public, on, ii. 266.

Feaft of the fons of clergy, an account of, 1. 115,

Fenelon (M.) one of his dialogues of the dead, i. z10.

Ferrers (lord) refleCtions on his fad fate, i. 40.

Fefliwals, Chriftian, prove the truth of our religion, 1755,

Folly of pafling a hafty judgment on noxious animals,
i. 30 P

Free- r?ulsl on, ii. 204. o

Fuggers, “famous merchants, a ﬁory concerning them,
i. 137. :

Gammg?,’ remarks on, ii. g.

Glazier, a letter from, on the general mourning, ii. 152.

Good- Frtdqy, meditations written for that day, i. 53.
ii.

Good a proper agpellation of George the 3d, ii. 283.

Gratitude, remarks on, ii. 172.

Guittar (Harry) his paffion for mufic, ii, 30,

Happinefs, where to be found, i. 174.—~191,

Harwveft, reflections on, i. 288—269.

Hafly (Mr.) his charaéter, ii. 108,

Holy Spirit, a paper on the defcent of, i. 133,

Hooker (Mr.) author of eccleﬁaf’ucal polity, fond of
privacy and contemplation, i. z1.

Januarius (St.) liquefa&tion of his blood at Naples,

1. 219. Immor-



I ND E X

Zmmortality of the foul, argument in proof of, ii. 278,

Ingratitude, often wrongly charged, ii. 168.

Indian Tale i. 174—179—186.

Infidelity, no excufe can be made for, 'i. zor.

Innbolder, one in Normandy marders a ‘young ofhcer,
who proves to be his fon, i. 284.

Intercourfe with God, man’s higheft happinefs, ii. z51.

genuine teft of, ii. 287, ‘

Jortin (Dr.) a quotation from- his difcourfes on Chri-
ftianity, ii. 111, ]

Ireland, method of imiproving religion in, 1. 36.

Knowledge mutual,in the futare world,remarks on,ii.21.

Law, evil of, i. 208.

Leawes of trees, moral inftrutions from, ii. 180.

Letter from Bath ondiffipation and extravagance,ii.254.

Letters after names, ridiculed, i. 235.

Lipfeus, fory of, ii. 266.

Ligquefaétion of St. Januarius’s blood at Naples, i. 219.

Love-the fiefh, Ferry, an example of a citizen’s retirc-
ment, 1. 1g. . ¥

" Loveflorm (Mr.) a feaman, his odd fpeech, ii. 49.

Mogdalen, a letter from a grateful one, i. 47—0o0.

Magdalen, a real hiftory of one, i. 6o.

Magdalen-houfe, the excellence of that inflitution, i. 47.
ii. 88,

Magifearzin, his fearch after happinefs, i. 174.

Maria, 4n wnhappy young woman, her letter to the
author, ii. 228.

Men employed by the ladies in women’s bufinefs, i. 104.

Merchants, refpetable, ii. 133.

Minifters recommended to vifit perfons ill of the fmall-
pox, ii. 300. RELIS AN

Miracls prove the truth of chriftianity, i. g1.

Monitor, his refletions on the clergy anfwered, i. 81.

Morality of the chriftian fyftem, its excellence, ii. 110.

Mother's diftrefs for the lofs of her infant, i. 158.

Mourning, public, in little tradefmen’s wives ridicul'd.

e comforted, i. 163. g

Mountains, their ufe and beauty, ii. 144.

Murray (Mr.) extrat from his letter to Mr. Pitt, ii. g5.

Nativity of our Lord, remarks on, ii. 212—223.

Nature of God, beft made known by the Chriftian re-
ligion, i, 228—z60. . News-



ECNSZ DipESE XS

Newton (Bp.) a quotation from his book on the pro-
phecies, ii. 139.

Newv Year's-day, refleftions on, ii. z17.

ahymn for, 222.

Nobility (young) advice to, i. 41, ¢

Obedience, univerfal, beft teft of communion with God,
ii. 287. ! R

Ocean, refledlions on, ii. 33—-53—62-=70—g6.

Optimifty. not of the family of the Candids, i, 15.

Patiem-eé ftrongeft motives to, offered by chriftianity,
ii. 260.

Peter ‘ghe great) his behaviour in his laft moments,
i. 269. .

Pindar, his eulogium on water, ii. 65.

Predeflinariaws, their-opinions cenfured, ii. 193.

Prifoners for debt, propofal for their redemption re-
commended, i. 173.

Prophecies fulfilled in Chrit, ii. 172,

Prophecies, ii. 212—272.

Profiitutes, a nuifance to our fireets, and a fcandal to
our police, ii. 105,

Providence, ii. 268.

Pfaim X1II. a poetical verfion of, ii. 252.

Pfulm XLI1I. a poetical verfion of, ii. 291.

Pfalm CVII. its beauties compar’d with Homer and
Virgil, di. 71. :

Punifpment, eternal, remarkson, ii. 162.

Duaker, a letter from one to the Vifitor, i, 96,

a fecond letter from the fame, i. 122.

Reafon, its province, i. 144.

Redemptiow, on, i. 73.

Refurrettion, on, i. 88.

Retirement, on, i. 15-—29.

Routs, city, rebuked by a quaker, .i. 130.

Rules, four, to ptove the veracity of any fadt, i. g6.

Sale {Mr.) quotations from his Koran, ii. .

Sampfon Gideon, 3. 120,

Sea, a poem, ii. 30.

Seeker (Mifs Selima) her letters to the Vifitor, i. 100.
192. #. 41—186. :

Self-tormenting, common but abfurd, i. 109.

Simonides, tranflation from him, ii., 184.




ITNS DI E XS

Simonides, the poet, his wifdom commended by Ci-
cero, i. 14g.

Slgnder, its bafenefs, 1. z50.

Small-pox, a formidable vifitation, ii..304.

Societies for promoting. chriftian knowledge recom-
mended, i. 33.

Spirit, Holy, on its defcent, i. 133.

Squire (Bp.) extra&t from his {ermon, ii. 282.

Story, an affecting one of an inn-keeper, i. 280.

Storm, defcription of, ii. 75.

Saveepfiakes (Thomas) his charatler, ii. 28.

Sympatheticos, his letter to the Vifitor, on the folly of
f.alfe pleafure, and the excellence of benevolence,
ii. 254. :

‘Ibomﬁms‘?Mr.) his feafons quoted, ii. 67..

Timander, his chara&er, ii. 300.

Timander and his wife their unpleafing contentions,
ii. 300. §

Time 03f Chrift’s birth, ii. 212,

Tomeavell (Mr.) his paffion for the ruft of antiquity,
1. 1. .

ﬂ'adtjfimn, charatter of one half-crazed with politics,
i, 149. <

Tradefmen, advice to, concerning retirement from bu- -

Trade, its advantages, ii. 135.

Trifiram Shandy, a quaker’s rebuke of, i. g8=—122.

Trinity, an eflay on, i. 143.

Trouble-all (Mrs.) her charadter, i. 249.
finefs, 1. 22.

Valiere de la (Madam) miftrefs to Lewis XIV. her
behaviour, il. 177. i 2

Vanity of human life and human pleafures, ii. 180.

Verfes on feeing lady H—in tears at the Magdalen
chapel, ii. 164. ! .

Pirgil's defcription of a ftorm, ii. 76. .

Vifitation, an account of one by a foreigner, i. z21.

Vifion, on our national charities, i, 254.

War, its mifchiefs, ii. 89.

Wheat, its prodigious increafe, i. 301.

Winters-day in London, its beauties, i. 106.

Young, Dr. fine paflage of his confidered, i. 77.

FINTIS.












SOUTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY
405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1388
Return this materiai to the library
from which it was borrowed.

NOV 01 2004




i— SOUTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY
|

IEHEEARR

000 020 703 5







