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AN

INTRODUCTION

T0 THE

KONDH GRAMMAR.

Or all the gifts which mankind have received from theip
benevolent Creator, the power of speech is the most nsefu
and the most valuabley. it does not only elevate man above the
brute-creation, as Cictro justly. observes, “ Ac mihi quidem
videntur homines, cuie multis rébus humiliores et infirmiores
sint, héc re maxime bestiis priestare, quod loqui possunt,” but
it s also most essential to his living, It is obvious then,” says
Dactor Blair, “that writing and discourse are objects entitled
to the highest attention,” The first thing, therefore, that
ought to be kept in view, when our object is to civilize a peo.
ple, barbarous, isolated, and unconnected with the rest of the
human race, as the Kondhs are, is the gultivation and improve-
ment of their language: in proportion as this is done, the
people will be civilized. .

Since the Kondhs have been known to the British function.
aries resident in India,—more particularly to those who have
had to excrcise a direct control over them, they have been con-
sidered as objects of philanthropic contemplation : their savage
rites, their rustic manoers, and their simple modo of living
have attracted the attention of many a philanthropist. After
the cursory tour of the Hon’ble Mr. Russell, Colonel (then
Captain) Campbell, C. B. was invested with control over them,
in order to put an end to the most shocking rites of human
sacrifice and femnle infanticide. Shortly after this, Captain
Macpherson, with enlarged powers, succeeded him, It ‘E»
to observe that, as the districts of Geomaure ind Sooradah,
bordering on the savage mnﬁ?, were then only just ceded,
neither of these indefatigable funetionaries had time to turn
his thasighita to the moral improvement of the Kondlw, -

. Fortunataly for the Kondhs, on the dissoBition of the Mnc.
phersonic agency, the adiinistration of the'Kondh effairs wus
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again entrusted to Colonel Campbell, C. B. 1t is to him that
the succeeding generations of the Kondh population will be
bound in grateful obligations, for it was he who first brought
the object of fixing their language to the notice of the Madras
Government.

The labours of Captain J. P. Frye have already laid the
foundation by a series of publications; but it is to be lamented
that ill Liealth compelled him to leave India, and that conse-
quently his undertaking has heen left in an imperfect state.
A Grammar of the Kondh language has long been a desidera-
tum, and would have been more welcomed by the public from
his hands.

Much need not be said of a work of this nature, since its
utility will be manifest to those who are engaged in the ardu-
ous duties of abolishing the rites of human sacrifice and female
infanticide, and to whom the acquisition of this language is
most essential. Very few have yet learnt the language, and
consequently few arc able to judge of its antiquity, simplicity
and fulness, in a philological point of view. It will be strange
to observe that the language of the Kondh country, though
bordering on the hill Zemindaries in the Ganjam district, does
not bear the least resemblance to that of these near neigh-
bours.  Although Oriya may boast much of being derived
from the copious, energetic and harmonious Sanscrit, it fulls
short, when we compare it with the Kui language, with
respect to regularity. There are some anomalies in the Oriya
language, far exceedingsthe bounds of our present undertaking
to notice here—which do not exist in that of the Kondhs.

I have always thought that this language is a corruption of,
or the primitive Telugu itself. In support of this opinion some
‘arguments might be adduced, but as my object is to be as
brief as possible, 1 will be content to point out the similarity
that exists between many of the Kui and Telugu words. To
notice all the grammatical similarities of the two languages,
would occupy moro space than is intended for this introduction,

The following is a comparative list of a few of the vocables
of the two languages.

Telugu. Kui language. English
Boud and Goom-} Chinna Klmedy} meaning.

sure dialect, dialect.
Klu AL Al a woman or
a wife.
Illu Iddu Illu a house.
I'ru I'ru I'ru you,
Kannu Kan Kan an eye.

Mréuu Mréuu Mrénu a tree.
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Minu Minu Minu a fish.
Pald Pédu Pélu milk,
Pallu Paddu Pallu a tooth.
Tala Tlavu Tlavd the head.
Viru Lvéru E'varu they.

The idiom also of this language is the same as that of the
Telugu ; in a word, we may translate a Telugu passage into it,
rendering word for word.

The acquirement of the Kui language is not difficult ; but it
must at the same time be acknowledged that without having
a previous knowledge of Telugu, or at least of Oriya, it cannot
be mastered within a twelvemonth.

It contains, of course, words suflicient to cxpress the ideas
which mankind have in the infant state of civilization ; but as
it is now come under cultivation, it may, in the coursc of a
few years, be made, by improvement, as copious as any of the
known languages.

That poetry is anterior to prose, is fully established by the
existence of popular ballads and songs in this language.

The mode in which they perform their religious worship, and
their propitiatory hymns addressed to their tutelary deities, are
all in poetry. They have instrumental as well as vocal music;
they sing their amatory ballads to small guitars of one or two
strings, which they call dékas in their own language.

As this is the first attempt of this naturc in this language,
I crave the indulgence of the learned Yor any blunders which
may have escaped my notice, and for any deficiencies which it

was not in my power to supply.

The Kui Language.
Part 1.

Like almost all the Indian languages, the Kui language is
sritten from left to right. The Oriya alphabet, us adapted to
his language, cousists of thirty letters, cight of which are
‘owels and the rest consonants : they arc as follows:

Vowera.
o AL Qi i ¢ Gd Qu q

The Consonants are divided into five classes.

1 @ko Qo go Q he & io Gutturals,
2 2ta @do gro @lo ¢ yo Linguals
3 Qcho Qjo  Gyo §nyo Palatines,

+ Qto Qdo Qlo d 80 @ o Dentals.
5 gpo @ ho ® vo o mo Labinls.



4 An Introduction to the Kondh Grammar.

The usual arrangement observed by the oriental gramma-
rians has been somewhat altered : that now exhibited follows
the order of nature. A separate place has not been allotted
to the misccllancous or Avargya lctters, they are all added to
the diffcrent Vargas according to their origin.

As the Sanscrit and Oriya languages do not contain the short
forms of ¢ é and B 6, it is necessary that some modifications
shonld be made in order to represent them.

The vowel @ must he pronounced short in the beginning of
a word when it is followed by the vowel Q or the consonant @
or any other combined consonant ; as adQ ai, TQ aha, Zﬂtﬁl

alta. In all other situations this letter must be pronounced

long; as GER dne.
At the cnd of a word the letter 2} is always pronounced

short ; should we, however, require it to be long we must add
another 2 ; as @Q| kalld, CRQ|E vendd.

The same rule applies when this letter oceurs in the middle
of a word ; as @ |ZhGH| kddnga, ig.«agg siddiite.

The vowel ¢ is pronounced short when followed by a com-
bined consonant; as (g% esse.  When it stands uncombined
with a consonant, and when it is the medial of a word, (whether
a combined consonant follows it or mot,) it is always pro-
nounced long ; as < elu, @lq}glvmf/y'u, dq C;'?SJ sallenju.

The vowel g o is inherent in every one of the consonants.

The conunected or secondary forms of the other vowels are
as follows :

g becomes | as Q@I|  aplay.

Q ” " @ED silence.

& T » QIR abolt.

q " € » 6R91 awet field.
¢} » <, RIS acow.

Q  » o @2 a vegetable.
> - o n SP to refuse,

Independently of the thirty letters given above, there are
two others which, properly speaking, ought to be numbered
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among them, they are the Visarga § pronounced like 4, and the
Ardhdnuswara (semi-circle) * pronounced like n. When the
Visarga is followed by a vowel, it is changed into Q & ; as Q%]
to play, Qlé I play or will play. 1 do not know how I can
represent the sound of the drdhdnuswara better than by say-
ing that it is pronounced like the * iu the Oriya word QléQ
why; as 799 Ig:i I am or will be.

There do not appear any other peculiaritics worthy of notice

in the orthography.

Or GENDER.

With regard to gender this language follows the order of
nature; nouns that denote males are masculine, those that
denote females are feminine, and the rest are neuter.

Or NuMsen.

Lvery noun in its original state is of the singular number.

To form the plural from the singular, the following rules
must be observed.

1st.—All masculines euding in §* form their plural by the
change of that syllableinto gf|; as ;:i)gq‘»g A young man, makes
RICOSH; Q6HE a king, makes Qogat!.

Ercq).—-Shoul:l the affis 2jg, however, be added to the
relative participles, the plural is formed by changing it into
gy ; as q_c.);g, the man that knows, makes QWQ,’ &)IQ;&JM
man that came, makes 901Q).

2nd.—Nouns meaning relationship form their plural by add-
ing @Q; as QIQI an elder brother, makes QiQIQy.  If these
nouns end in 2§, the plural is formed accordiug to the princi-
ple laid down in the exception under Rule I When nouns
meaning relationship end in cither G or G, the plural is formed
by adding Q ; as 2§02 a grandfather, makes ZIgGQ, ; CICY I a
ufn, mak:ag;(lcalg. A 6‘2‘3\ A

3rd.— Feminines ending in 23 form their plural by chang-
ing the 2R into 2ANY,; a8 ng;‘:u Kui woman, makes O,Zlﬁﬂl'

& is the final of the word ala man, always employed ns an aflix.
-
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If they end in any other letter, only | is added ; as, 29| a
woman, makes 2121 ; Q_Q{}a little girl, makes Qd_g\ﬁgﬂ.
4th,—The plural of nouns of the inferior class is formed in
various ways : 1st, by adding €t to the singular; as, GG a
goat, makes GQIEt|; CQ@ a cow, makes Q(;)@m: 2ndly, by
changing the final into ¢t1; as, @1Q fruit, makes QIcH ; QR a
picce of flesh, makes €34t|: 31dly, by adding Q| to the singular ;
as,@@l a bundle of straw, makes @Q IQ1; 063 a necklace of beads,
makes 9162@ (. When this termination is affixed to some nouns
of which ¢ or @ are finals, it changes them respectively into
3 and q; as, o8 hare, makes g|§|; 6alg),_nsore, makes ¢Q1g 1.
If the final is a double consonant followed by a vowel, it drops
the last letter with the vowel, and changes the rcmaining one
according to the above rules; as AIQQ_a tooth, makes Gl§|~
Hecep.—GHGQ, & picce of wood, and some other nouns, drop
the last syllable and change the penultimate into ¢1; as G9g)
Or Case.

The whole number of Kui nouns is divided into two classes:
those that end in asLor §, are of the major or superior class;
and all those which tcrmnmtc in any other letter, constitute
what is called the minor or inferior class.

The principal cases are the nominative and the inflection.
Every noun in its primitive state is of the nominative case.
The inflection of nouns of the first class is formed from the
nominative by changing the final 3 into@; as, Qlc@‘& ayoung
man, makes in the inflection RiCPQ.

The inflection of the other class of nouns is the same as the
nominative.

The inflection is that by adding to which the different post-
positions, the various cases arc obtained : it is frequently used
for the genitive without any postposition whatever ; as, Q169@
Cg‘_gl the young man’s wife.

The inflection of those plurals that end in ¢} and ¢ is
formed by adding & ; as, QICPEr1 young men, makes QICHINR ;
2IQig| women, makes QG IR,
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Those plurals that end in ¢ form their inflection by chang-
ing the Q into § ; 8s, QIQIQ, elder brother, makes QI

To make the subject of the cases more plain we will here-
under shew a noun of each of the two classes, declined with all

the cases in both numbers,

Ist DECLENSION.

Q(Q@g‘.a young man.
Singular. Plural.
Nom. and Voe. Q@@@. RICPer
Acc. RICIF-Q-08 and RICPLA &e. as in
sometimes &. the singular.
Inflec. RICID . RICHEH &
Dat. RCIF0IT. O8> & RICIATE- &e. as
€ag or Qe in the singular.
Ab. RICINIIQ or QIQ RGPS RZIQ  or
R
Poss. R'CIP or AQ RICPE R or HQ
Loc. RIEID QDI RIQ or  RICHEHINDIF &e.ns
RURO! in the singular.
28p DECLENSION,
a1 a child.
Singular. Plural.
Nom. and Voc. 131 goleh
Ace. 70'Q &e. oS &e.
Tnflec. Mol OIS
Dat. 71010 &> &e. Qe Fede &e.
Ab. Moo o AR or QIQ
Poss. Ao 8 Ao @or 8Q
Loc. A9I0F &c. q101e805 &e.

The different shades of meaning of the postpositions must be
learnt by a course of reading, or by intercourse with the
natives ; it would be a tedious task to attempt to give rules on

the subject.
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ADJECTIVES,
The adjectives of the Kui language are few in number, they
are not varicd on account of gender, number or case.*
Proxouns,

The pronouns of this language arc declined like nouns.
The primitive pronouns arc:—

Singular, Plural.
1st person, ?JIQ’_I. CH% we.
2nd ditto, qu_thou. &£, ye or you.
3rd ditto, Q9!g he. QI they.
Fem. and Neut. € she or it. Q§ they (fem.& ncut.)

There is a set of particles which may be called the indeclina-
ble demonstrative pronouns. They arc , €, and ( that, and Q
this. Any onc of these prefixed to the suffix g and its plural
7lQy, and to g and § the feminine and neute’;terminmtions,
(singular and plural) give the pronouns of the third persou; as,
2g he, geq, they, (masc.) B{ she orit, P they, (fem.
and lrcnt.) The letter 9 sometimes intervenes between the
demonstrative particles and the suflix 2§ or its plural form
2oy, 5 us, TUDIG he, ©DIQ they, (masc)

The inflection of the pronouns of the third person masculine
is formed by changing 21§ into 2@ in the singular and (=Y
into 7§ in the plural numT)Gr; as, 2/, '2]811'(;?, UG, vaQ.

The pronoun of the third person feminine and nouter forms
its inflection by changing € into Q@ in the singular, and 9
into 91g& in the plural, number; as, 21§, 2AQL, a@, =499l

The inflection of the pronouns of the first and second per-
sons respectively is @ and ¢f, @1 and ¢

The possessives are analogous to the inflected forms; as @)
my, ¢l our, @1 thy and g1 your, Z1D|Q his, #491Q their,
(masc.) ; AQR her or its, Z4(GIQ their, (fem. and neut.)

The dative of the pronouns of the 1st and 2nd persons is

* The want of adjectives in this language is, for the moet part, supplied
by the relative participles.
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formed by adding ¢Ro to theinflection ; as, @|6Q° to me, 1R

to us, @160 to thee, 1CR-* to you.

The pronouns of the third person form their dative by add-
ing the proper postpositions to the inflection.

There is another form of the pronouns, which may be called
the absolute possessive. 1t is formed by adding €@ to the

inflection ; as, §iICQ ours; §16@ yours. When this termina-
tion is affixed to the inflection of the pronouns of the third
person in the singular number, the § of the inflection is drop-
ped; but in the plural, only the nasal of the termination is
elided ; as, 49 16Q his; ¢QIEQ her’s; but g9 Q& their's (mas.)
4919199 their’s (fem, and neut.)

There is a dual pronoun in the Kui language which means
both the person addressed, and the person addressing, and
which from want of a corresponding English term we may
translatc we, It is declined as follows :

Nom. s,
Inflect. age
Dat. and \cc. aqes

The other forms are common to al!
VERBN,

Verhs are simple roots which generally consist of two or
three letters, but which are ncver used without the addition
of some inflections. They are conjugated in various ways.

The verbs are cither active or ucuter ; they have two num-

bers and three persons.
There are three moods; the indicative, the infinitive, and

the imperative.
The indicative has two tenses, the norist, and the past.

The aorist represents both the present and future actions ;

as, aiaﬁ 1 beat or will beat.
The past tense represents any past action indefinitely ; as,

aQ 01,600 I did beat,
* This form is used in both a dative and an accusative rignifieation in
the Goomsure and Boud dialect. In the Chinna Kimedy dialect there is

a scparate form for ench of these.
The postpositions of the dative signification may also be added to tho

inflections ; 3,8 €61 GIED she wept for us, 8P 11QICI T weat foryou.
\The accusative of the neuter pronoun of the third person is sometimes
4Q in the singular, and Gt in the plural neuter.
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PARTICIPLES.

The participles are of two distinct kinds; the one deno-
minated verbal, and the other relative.

The verbal participles arc two, the present, and the past;
they are used in compound tenses. .

The relative participles are two, the aoristie, and the past.
They admit of no personal terminations, they can precede no
verb, and are termed relative participles, the power of the Eng-
lish relative pronouns who, whick, ov that, being inherent in
them : they therefore always refer to some noun or pronoun
with which they agree as adjectives ; thus, the man that eats,
the hare that runs, would be expressed in the Kui language by
relative participles; viz. @ﬁ@@ 1), €A g'g’v

A

There is a part of the verb which, for want of a more appro-
priate term to express it in English, we will denominate the
supine ; its usc is very rare in the language.

There are no verbal nouns; the infinitive is sometimes used
a8 a verbal noun, it cannot be declined with any other postpo-
.. - e ~ f N
sition than Qi®- or Qe ; as, RNIQ Qe for coming, FINIQIS>

for going,. ®

The verbs are divided into five conjugations.

The principal parts of a verh are the root, and the present
and past verbal participles ; to onc of these (as the particular
conjugation may require) the personal terminations are aflixed,
as may be scen in the exemplification of verbs.

The first conjugation forms its present participle by adding
Q and the past by adding & to the root; as, from 9:q, the
root meaning to heat, arce formed g6y beating, and g1t having
beaten.

The noristic and the past relative participles in this con-
jugation arc formed by adding ® and ¢ respectively to the
present verbal participle; as, 91699 GRIG_the man that beats
or will beat, 191G 69 Cl the man that did beat. The personal
terminations are in this conjugation aflixed to the prescut verbal
participle ; ns, ai@:Q‘ I beat or will beat, g g5 I did beat.

The second conjugation forms its present and past verbal
participles by addiug o and 2§ respectively to the rvot; as,
from Q88 the root meaning to see, are formed gRY seeing,
QI having seen.

® In the roota of the sccond conjugation. when the succeeding affix
begine with & vowel, the 8is changed into @ and the vowel incorporating
with it becomes one syllable,
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The personal terminations are in this conjugation affixed to
the root ; as, Qq&§ I sce or will see, C18CQ I saw.

The aoristic and relative participles are formed by add-
ing & and 9 respectively to the root; as, SRR, the man
that sees or will see; Qqs{;, cR'q the man that did see.

The third conjugation forms its present and past verbal par-
ticiples by adding & and Q| respectively to the root; as, from
€31, the root meaning to cut, are formed fa~I1) cutting, 19!

having cut.
The aoxistic and past relative participles are formed by add-

ing & and & respectively to the root; as, 6210 €R 1§ the man
that cuts or will cut, @ i{;, CQlQ.) the man that did cut,
The personal terminations are in this conjugation aflixed to

the root ; as, Q@}Q I cut or will cut, §3160 I did cut.
The fourth conjugation forms its present and past verbal

participles by adding Q and @ respectively to the root; as,
from 2j, the root meaning to become, are formed UQ bccomm;,,

and 2| having bncomc
The noristic and past relative participles of the fourth conju-

gation are formed by adding § and § respectively to the root ;
as, 26 €719 the man that becomes or will become, &) 2 enig

the man that beeame.
The personal terminations are in thn conjugation affixed to

the root ; as ﬂlQ 1 become or will become, 2I¢) 1 became.
The fifth conjuantion forms its present and past verbal par-

tulplcs by adding ij and 2] respectively to the root ; as, from

¢, the root mcanuw to do, arc formed G;‘l doing, and gyj*

having done.
The noristic and relative participles are in this conjugation

formed by adding & and ¢ respectively to the root; as,
a86a) 1) the man that docs or will do; ElQCQIGl the man

that did.
The infinitive is formed by adding to the roots, € in the

first, g1 in the second and third, aud @/ in the fourth, and 91
or @) in the fifth conjugation; as, &1.6 to beat; ¢z &y to
sce; CQ 0 to eat; &P to become; Gvgl or 619 to do.

® All verbs which end in £ and form their past verbal participle by the

mldmon of the vowel 21 undergo this charge, viz., the £ of the root is
* dropped and ] substituted a8 in the above example.
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We will here present to the reader the affirmative and nega-
tive auxiliaries conjugated.
Affirmative Auxiliary.
Principar Parts.
Root 1@ to be.

Present verbal participle QI§ , S1Ig being.
Past verbal participle Q1% | having been.

Ixnrcative Moon.

Aorist Tense,

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. Zﬂﬁjtﬁ =UAN QA
2. Q898 €a1689
8. Mas. qUFHICUE, QURAIERG,
Fem. & Neut. Q9169 <% 9
Past Tense.
1. Aqqicy 8&9}‘9:?@_
2. Qsaid QaIeeR
3. Mas. qzuag@gzg.)_ QQQWG‘S{Q
Fem. & Neut. (]QS‘IIG;E qmgd_
IspERATIVE MooD.
2. QaIe, Qg
Invinitive Moon.
[ig!

Aoristic relative participle 1§
Past relative participle q|§
There are some verbs such as, f,ﬁ@g | toknow, g\iﬁ%\l to hear,
which are conjugated like the above, and which may therefore
bo said to be irregular, as they cannot be classed under any

conjugation.
The negative auxiliary, ﬁQ nol to be, has neither the principal

parts nor the infinitive. It has not been found in the impera-
tive mood.
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Inpicamyve Moop.
Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plural,
1. Person. aqucg%_ ﬂG@@Cﬂ‘;L
2, QadolEq Qadcoq
3. Mas. qa‘&;ﬁm&” EACOR
Fem. & Neut. Q369 939
Past Tense. €
1. Person. ARRO 12160 ag Q1io8
2, Qaloiae Q9 01O,
3. g loEcog <@ doceq
Fem. & Neut. 8301860 < dorag

Aoristic relative participle ﬁglz:u@ *
Past relative participle 401219
A scheme of the personal tcrminations is given below to
assist the memory of the reader.
Arrryarive Foru.

Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. Q‘ : QIQL
PR Q €QQ
3. Mas. Ca%,_ €aQy
Fem. & Neut, €@ a
Past Tense.
1. €Q QI8
2. ) €OQ
3. Mas. €O% [g%aY
Fem. & Neut. €O - Q
IMPERATIVE,
2 or g_

In the negative form of the verb the personal terminations
are affixed to the roof in all the conjugations.

* Although I have called this tense of the negative auxiliary the dorist,
, yet it properly refers to the present time, and I have not yet met with.a
single instance, in which it is used with a future signification.
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NecaTive, Form.

Aorist Tense.
Singular. Plural.
1. Person. 49, <]¢’|_
2. YEQ 4
3. Mas. 4% %
Fem. & Neut. g 12}
Past Tense.
1. Person. (4 aa)] el
2. 2o ZECOR
3. Mas. 2coR 2SO
Fem, & Neut. 2o aag
ImrERATIVE,
2. Person, elej ZEhQ)

The negative participles arc formed by inserting 2jg] between
the root and the affix § or ©; as, A1NZUOCR I the man that
did not heat.

A verb of each conjugation is here sclected and conjugated

through all its moods and tenses.
Paravien gr HE First CozsueaTion.,
Root g11Q) to beat.
Affirmative Form.
Inpicative Moob.
Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. qulﬁé ZIQ_GIE,QE‘;L
2, Q50108 &, aifcen,
3. Mas. <Y, 0196, 4TS, AR
Fem. & Neut. ¢g 01969 ) a1ee.
Past Tense.

1. o4 818c a9 o1e01s.
2. QR add Q4 idicea
3. Mns. <28, aIEEos, AR, GO

Fem. & Neut. 48 aldco P aidg
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InpERATEVE MoOD.
2. Person., alelg. alang *

InnNITIVE 9191

Present verbal participle o1&
Past verbal participle a9/l
Aoristic relative participle a19e
Past relative participle ulat;)
Supine pISIE|

Necative Form.t

Aorist Tense.

Singular, Plural,
1. Person. g 16 g aienzie
2. QaolaEg €9, 810eQ,
3. Mas. 4UF A6 G LR
Fem. & Newt. ¢gaica adale,
Past Tense.
1. Person U@ alazco g alaEIng.
2, QK aleEG " a9 aaEIcoa
3. Mas. < A0S, GEQ, DI RICOR,
TFem, & Neut. g€ 219112ICQ 45 alanze)
Inrerative Moon.
2. alqiel 91617Q

Aoristic relative participle &1¢1ZQ
Past relative participle &'Qi2©

Paranicy of THE SECOND CONJUGATION.
Root €94 to sce.

* € intervenes between the root and the imperative terminations only

in the first conjugation.
+ In the negative form the infinitive mood, the verbal participles and

the supines are not used.
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Affirmative Form,
Inpicative Moob.
Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. fSlaeT 29| CRERIS].
2, Qa6 Q9 €6
3. Mas. &g Qg QU CACA%Y
Fem. & Neut. 48 CSI0Q 49 caeq_
Past Tense.
1. Person. ZR,_CMBED (2 SES I
2. QRO %, CCOa,
3. Mas. EUF CACOF Gy, CHACR
Fem. & Neut. g8 €91:€Q " @ €:Q)

IneeraTive Moob.
2, e
InviNtTIVE GO0
Present verbal participle ¢33
Past verbal participle CHQI
Aoristic Yelative participle GHs&
Past relative participle €6
Supine qu!g
Necative Form,
Aorist Tense.

ngc;__

Singular. Pluaral.
1. Person, aUR_CACRA Y CaQ1as
2, QF_CaQIEQ £ CAER
3. Mas. QZI!&’_GQGQ’&__ Ty CACK Y
Fem. & Neut. ¢ €96Q <]$ cag
Past Tense.
1. g CAQIAUCO U] QTR
2 Q% CaQ Ue £Q €AJAUTOY
3. Mas. U, CARIUCHY 4UQ CARIATOG,

Fem. & Neat,

48 69 TUCO

P cagiag
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Aoristic relative participle CQ|2IQ
Past relative participle GoigI219

Parapiey or tE Tairp ConsuaatioN.
Root €QJ to cut.
Affirmative Form.
Inpicative Moob.
Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. U eI AYERINIY
2. Q5 619 84, €Q169,
3, Mas. @ QIR s agasilaalel
Fem. & Neut. 48 €916 a9 6918,
Past Tense.
1. Person g CRIEO gg eIy
2. Q.6R1e Q0 691609
3. Mas. Q?J’SLGWGQS,_ QU 6RO
Fem. & Neut. 48 69160 B 6R1Q
Imperative Moo,
2, cRIe. 6QIq.
IneiviTive Moon 6RO
Present verbal participle €@ 3
Past verbal participle €@14!
Aoristic relative participle @19
Past relative participle €@10
Supine €R1011§]
Necative Fonru,
Aorist Tense,
Singular, Plural.
1. Person. R 6RIG. ag ey
2, Qf cRiTug Q0 RIS,
3. Mas. Q%CQM&,_ 4R, QIR

Fem. & Neut. 4Q 6914 @ RIQ
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Past Tense.
1. Person. UQ CRITULCD s CRAZIDI
2. Q9 R 8%, € ULACOR
3. Mas. Oﬂ&;@?lﬂiﬂ@@&_ QR €RUTUCOGY,
Fem. & Neut. 4 CRIZIEICO 4B cQlaag
Isperarive Moob.
2, e gy cQlaag

Aoristic relative participle €@ |Zjgie
Past relative participle €Q /21219

Paraviom or Tue Fourtn CoNsucation.
Root 2} to become.
Affirmative Form.
InpicaTivE Moon.
Aorist Tense.

Singular. . Plural.
1. Person. UKBRD a8 aRq.
2. £9U9 &5 TUERRY
3. Mas. U UCRE, TRy, TUCRSY
Fem. & Neut, g8 &QQ ) 49 Ye
Past Tense. ‘
I (1%« (3] T =o' e
2 L8 e L0 UCOT
3. Mas. UG UCOS, QUQ TUCORY,
Fem. & Neut. ¢ éﬂ@@ @ aQ
InreraTivE Moob.
2. us aq.

InviNiTivE Moop &9
Present verbal participle &1Q
Past verbal participle 2g!
Aoristic relative participle 216
Past relative participle 4@
Supine z® ¢
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1. Person,
2.
3. Mas.
Fem. & Neut.

3. Mas.
Fem. & Neut.

Necatwe Form.
Aorist Tense.

Singular,

UG U

Q6. dAeQ
qag aqg,

48 T

Past Tense,

g ALaco

Qa dgae
4G AUTUCOS,
48 g4gdeco

Iveperative Moob.

g

Plural.

Us g
Q9 U,
qee, ey
@ ag

a5 aaeo!y
04, AUEUCOR,
qUQ ATUCOR,
<F ggeag

aaEg

Aoristic relative participle Zj212ig
Past relative participle ZITi2j©

Paranicm or TiE Firrn CoNJUgATION.

Person.

DO =

3. Mas.
Fem. & Neut.

[C-

3. Mas.
Fem. & Neut,

Rl

Root § to do..

Affirmative Form,
Inpicative Moo,

Aorist Tense,
Sing::[.ar.
aq o
Q9.9
<ug Gices.
<8 fee

Past Tense,
aq ace
a8
<agecos.
<8 &0

Plural.
ag el
€a f6eq
ERACHR
P e

ag §ioiq.
Qa Scoq
aQ 960Q
@ aQ
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IxupeRaTIVE MooD.
~

2 as 38

INFINITIVE Moo é@l or ﬁgl

Present verbal participle ﬁQ*

Past verhal participle gy}

Aoristic relative participle a@

Past relative participle ao

Supine 5919 6319
Necative Fory,

Aorist Tense.

Singular. Plyral.
1. Person, g 648, 29 Qe
2. Qf GeTQ %, ey
3. Mas. qug 6y 8, 049,
Fem. & Neut. ¢ é(] @ 51@
Past Tense.
1. Person, ﬂl%ﬁtﬂﬂ’@g aqﬁamqp
2, Q% feeio a fETcow
3. Mas. qUg qEAUCOS, e, SO,
Fem. & Neut. ¢ 61811@@0 @& ﬁﬂi@';')_
InpeRATIVE Moob.
QT Saag

Aoristic relative parnc\ple sane
Past relative participle 81219

It now remaius to notice here that the personal terminations
are sometimes found affixed to the past verbal participle of

this conjugation ; as, ac;gw.i I do or will do.
* The pmont. participle of this conjugation is sometimes formed by
adding g to the root; as, Cﬂ doing.
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PART II

The pronouns are not usually prefixed to verbs, unless the
expression be somewhat emphatic; as, 46€Q&°8¢0 I did so,
is the usual way of expressing one’s sclf; but the form uq.
QQQQ ACO is cmphatic.

The dative case has generally the same force as the preposi-
tions fo and for in English; thus, Q@& or Q]Q-QIQG 1 went
for it.

The dative postposition @, used with the positive degree of
an adjective, gives the adjective the force of the comparative
degree; a3, QEURKQE) d&@ﬁ‘ﬁl& this man is better than that
person ; literally to that pcrson "this man is better.

When we speak of motion towards,any place, the name of
the place must be in the dative; Q1QIQICAZ he went to the
forest; 9'36 DICOG he came to the villngc.{

It is to be obscr:cd, however, that, if the object towards
which motion is dirccted, be of such a nature as not to admit
of entrance, the word §1Q (ucar) must be inserted between the
noun and the postposition § ; as, e @l@l@ﬂicﬂ@ he went to
the tree;” QIQ9 14199 (;mihe came to me. When uuy cnd, pur-
pose, or intention is to be expressed, we may place the noun
or the infinitive of any verb (for the infinitive is always equi-
valent to a noun) denotiug it in the dative case; as, QICQ
016 qui} {C0§ he cume running in order to apprehend

us; mgg\qmm g Ql@ﬂ@go CQ& he got up carly in the

morning for the purpose of going to a village,
The local ablative, formed by the postposition Q| or QIQYI,

rorresponds with our prepositions in, on, upon, among, &e. It
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points out the place where any thing is done ; as, %l@gﬂqglgi

QI the tigers are in the forest. €@, thesign of what we may
call the social ablative, is equivalent to the English preposition
with ; as, g qIQ A eDIcO I came with my father.

©18), a postposition meaning of, scems to be a composition
of ©|and 2j§; it is used in cases such as the following ; as,
€94g018, of the upper one, HIEQQIR of the middle one, §10
QI8 of the last one.

The words ¢34 and §Q3 above, §REQ below, QIGQ in the
middle, and some others, require the preceding noun to be
inflected ; as, 4QRECAAICH it is ahove that,

The adjective is generally placed before the noun; as, qua
€RI§. A good man cad dala good woman.

Muny substantives are converted into adjectives, by affixing
the particle | SI or <;1Ip~ ; thus, Q131 strength, and cﬂgl prefix-
cd to the mnsculmc afﬁ\ tug,', makes Q)3 {,‘H;} a stron" man,
Qlg! beauty, and g2 prefixed to the fcmiinnc termination
€ makes Qi ayaw beautiful woman.

In the Kui lnnguilge, the degrees of comparison are formed,
not by any change in the adjective itself, but by the use of
certain postpositions ; as, 4QRQ! Q CG‘G‘ QQQQ there is no-
thing better than this,

The superlative degree is generally formed by prefixing the
word GQQl or €QQIER much to the adjective; as, €oQ!
CaoRiRl @ iigL heisa very strong man, To express the strony-
esl, the greatest, &e. the phrase 6ICRO!IQ QQ than all is used ;
23, §ERDIBDIQ (UG {DISIQ1§J§~he is the strongest of all
men.

Nothing willbe more useful to the reader than to be able
to form compound from simple tenses and to know their uses.

The aorist and the past are the only tenses mentioned in
the conjugation of the verbs. The compound tenses were

reserved for consideration in this place.
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Tenses, corresponding with the imperfect and pluperfect in
Euglish, are formed by prefixing the present and past verbal
participles of any verb to the past tensc of the affirmative and

negative auxilaries ; thus,—

InperFECT TENSE.

Singular.
dﬂéigsg I was doing.
. Qﬁﬁgﬂgﬂ Thou wast doing.
3. qug 16y, IIe was doing.
4&51;7 69 She or it was doing.
Plural.
T 215 We were doing.
End r?ﬁq ~
QASCIY You were doing.
Uy ﬁgﬁ@ﬂ@} They were doing.
Qé‘éég:" They (fem. & neut.) were doing
Prerereecr Tewse.
Singular,
L ARENIEY 1 had done.
2. Q‘.?gqlé. Thou hadst done.
3. qEg Srees He had done.
48 enicg \ She or it had done.
Plural,
L ag Quige, We had done.
2 ¢ d done.
2. &9 G’MG?Q You had done

3. qaQq clwlcg.,\ They had done.
49 i, They (fem. & neut.) had done.

The initial letter of the aflirmative auxiliary in the past tense is drop-

ped in the compound tenses.



24 An Introduction to the Kondh Grammar.

By adding the present tense of the auxiliaries to the present
participle of a verb, what may be called the progressive present
tense is formed ; as, gy qg qu I am doing.

In like manner, by adding the same tenses of the auxiliaries
to the past participle of a verb, the perfect tense is formed; ns,
agqm@ T have done.

The potential mood is formed by affixing the aorist and past
tenses of the verb 1 (conj. 3d.) to be able, to the infinitive.

Aogrisr. Past TENSE.
Singular.
L 7aggq  Iean. agaeo  Icould.
2. Q899 Thou canst. QAo Thou couldst.
3. ¢eg A6G, He can. @S 6% They could.
4896 She or it can. q@g_(,). They could.
Plural.
L agqae Wecan. gYeRI. We could.
2. QA You ean. Qa86oq,  You could.
3. QEURIER, They can. QTARHEOY They could.

QQQQ They (fem. & neut.) can. Q§QQ They could.

From this are formed GIQQQIQQ I can do; ZLQQQIQLQQ 1
coulddo; UQQS’IQQ“ T cannot do; zﬁ;,gquuq we cannot do.

The continnative m«mrl or one that cxpresses any action that
is continued, is formed by adding the verhal p’\rt:cxp]cs to the
tenses of the verb Q (conj. 2d.) to continuc; as (7o) Qza Q_Q
1 coutinue or will continue doing; zuqqu @G@ I contluucd
doing: ARG EO T had continued domrr

Condition or contingeney is expressed in the Kui language,
by adding %l to the first person singular of the past tense of
any verb. It isnot varied on account of number, person, or
tense; ns, UG, Q) IUF, IR Y, QR 4PIQ, Or d@G@GQ
If I, thou, he, she or it, we, ye, of they (m. f. n.) do or did.

The precative mood is formed, by adding the following affixes
to the infinitive of auy verb.
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Singular. Plural.
1L Q9 19
2. Q9 Q.
3. Qg 51
(Fem. & Neut.) @19 )

Thus mg_&]mg\q pray, let me do; corresponding with the

Latin, utinam faciam.
The following affixes added to the root of any verb, express

an intention of doing what the root siguifies.
Dasr Trnsk.

Aorisr,
Singular. Plural. Singular.  Plural,
L QR QIRI9. QIED CIIEY
2. Q9 RICQ, Q19 RN
3. QIER%_ 916 QIC0%  QIC0Q
(F.&N) Qi€ QI9 Q160 T QIQ

Thus aqﬁqq@mgo I went there with the intention of do-
ing (it). Of this there is no negative form.

The root @* correspouding with the Latin nolle, is used with
the infinitive of any verb to express the unwillingucss of the
actor, to do what the principal verb sjgnifics ; ns, Zo8 ch@;
619126 T did not wish to do it so.

The present and past verbal participles cannot be used by
themselves ; the latter, however, in conjunction with the par-
ticles Q1Q, QIH or QIQR, are used to express scveral minor
actions, performed simultancously with the main action of a
sentence; thus, 29 5 1ARIRIQ CERYRIRIQ, &G, RS
2IQ YUCIRIZLICO having goue there, scen bim, and taken my
meals, I returned again to my village; here, going, seeing and
taking meals, arc minor actions to the main action of refurning

again,
By adding 212Q1Qt(t to the root of any verh, the negative

* This root forms its principal &m according to the rules laid down
for the formation of verbs of the first conjugation ; but the personal termi.

nations are atlixed to the root.
+ In the Goomsur and Boad dialect ZIQER o instead of ZAARICH]

iv used; as, STAQER o without having done.
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of the above form is obtained; #s, {5} 1Q{% 1R S| &S %@I
gt 48 QQSo 699199, without having gone there and

secn him, how canst thou say it ?
Relative pronouns are rendered unnecessary in the Kui lan-

gunge, by certain participles of the verb, which have the rela-
tive pronoun inherent in them, and which, like adjectives, must
always be followed by some noun.

The peculiarity of these warticiples consists in the relative
form inherent in them invariably referring to the noun which
immediately follows them, and which is also the agent to the
action denoted by them; thus, 9I96RI]), the person that
comes or will come; @1@@1(&& the person that came; Qg’
YRR, the country that is not or will not be seen; ZIIQQE
QQQ the house in which I dwell or will dwell.

If the relative participle of an active verb comes between
two nouns and the first be the nominative case, it is the agent
to the action denoted by the participle; and the noun following,
in whatever case it may be, is the object affected by that
action; thu«,(jzll‘fg| a1g19 |G)Ql€,), the tiger that he has killed; 6
ggw%a@ thc man t.nt you have seen ; 2§ aIQIQIQGQIQ
the man that he has called. But if the first noun be in the
accusative case, it is the object affected by the action, which
the active participle denotes, and the following noun, in what-
ever case it may be, is agent thercto; qzﬁﬂgglq@ma, the

tiger that has eaten him ; ¢2@ g\@lmalg the man that has
scen him; 29 2| I;HG}Q 9 the man that has called him.
If, independently of the agent and object, the relative inherent
in an active participle refers to the instrument, place or other
subordinate correlative to the action which it denotes, the
agent is placed first in the nominative, theu the object in the
accusative, next the relative participle, and finally the instru-
ment, place, or other correlative, to which it refers ; thus,
a4Q Q@@alqlma QG@ or 9191 the sword with which, or the
plnce in which I killed the tiger; Q le‘a@ i, the man to

whom you gave the cloth. In these examples 7 and you are’
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the agents, and therefore in the nominative case, the tiger and
the cloth are the objects, and therefore in the accusative, and
the sword, the place and the man are subordinate correlatives
referred to, and thercfore placed immediately after the par-
ticiple.

If the relative participle of a ncuter verb stands between
two nouns, the first must always be in the nominative case,
because neuter verbs cannot govern the accusative, and it is
always the agent to the action denoted by the participle, the
noun following being mercly the subordinate correlative there-
to; thus, ﬂlQQs amc.;Qg the house in which I am dwelling ;
Qq gx@qm AIQI8, the road in which you arc wnlkmg, Q%
ng[a@lgl, the place in which he is sitting ; 8 G@ISQG\#
the house in which you had slept.

The foregoing and following examples will best cxplain the
manner in which these participles supply, in construction, the
cases of the relative pronouns, and the mode in which they
must be translated in English by corresponding prepositions.

Nom. qzﬂﬁ\ alg‘m;a@l@, The tiger which has killed him.
qq@\{mqlc.)g, 'l'hc man who has scen you.
Gen. fi&?l‘ﬂ")ldlﬁglq, The tree of which there are no flowers.
@_@ G'S E."QQN~ The house of which the wall is in-
c]mcd
Dat. ¢ QIQIQK.)QQ The house to which he is come.
Acc.  qHg a[&},l QIG‘QIG), The tiger which he has killed.
Qq qgm'q}g, 'l‘hc man whom you have secn.
Ab. U YR GN‘AIQIQ QG@, The knife with which I have
cut down the ttec
(2 1°) C@l‘alé e, The house in which I had slept.
The relative partxcxple, by aﬂixmg 2§ has often the same
signification as a noun; as, AIQERAIQ the act of giving is

good.
Nouns denoting an agent may be formed from every verb, by

’ adding to the relative participles, cither affirmative or negative,
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the affix ag for the masculine, and &g for feminine and
neuter, in the singular; 2Q, for masculine, and “@ for femi-
nine and neuter in the plural; thus, C@Ql@_ the man that
beats or will beat; ¢9@|9Q the woman or thing that beats or
will beat ; 0/1gQ1g the man that kills or will kill; 91§Q18 the
woman or thing that kills or will kill; GIGJ,MQI@_ the man
that does not or will not kill ; g/g Qg the woman or thing
that does not or will not kill.

In the Kui language, the word agreeing with the verb is
always in the nominative case and has generally the first place
in the sentence, then follows the word denoting the object
governcd by the verb, next any intermediate explanatory
clausc; and the verb itself closes the period ; thus, g qEe
qqqaﬁgg‘fpcg I told him to do that thing ; literally, I, him,
that thing, do thou, saying, told.

When the English verb fo be, in any of its variations,
comes between a pronoun, an adverb, or a noun, the sense may
well be expressed in the Kui language, by placing the adjec-
tive after the pronoun and adding to it the following affixes,

Singular. Plural.
1. Person. <08 20
. a°e
3. g [Z12Y
Fem. and Neut. 29 a$
<8 makes g

ExaMpLEs.

4q 6Rg)q I am good, 2 CR€Iq) we are good, QR.6a810
thou art good, ¢ CQGIQ you arc good, Q&g qug_he is
good, 8ISy GQGHQ thcy are good, 4§ (;QG]]Q sheoritis good ;
4§ (fem. and ncut) cqcm they are good.

= 1°X GQQIQ we (lst and 2nd persons) are good.

But if & noun ending in %fo)lovs the pronoun, it changes
the into €QQ_for the first, and C.) for the sccond person
in the singular number. It is not yet known what particular
terminations it affixes in the plural ; the common form seems
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to be Qg for the first and QCYR for the second and third
persons ; as, 2R G ICYT_ Iam a Kondh, @ Qqc,) thou art
a Kondh, qeﬁgﬁ@g&he is a Kondh. ZIQQ Sgig,_ we are
Kondhs, ©Q9Q €16¢e, you are Kondhs, (AQQQ €/'64e
they are Kondhs.

One verb governs another in the infinitive; but the infini-
nitive must be in conjunction with the postpositions 018 98- ;
as, 20101502168 T went to sec; G 910§ or QIS - HICOQ
they came to take it away.

One verb governs another in the prescut verbal participle;
as, %@@SQQQ they came to sec; Q) ngggg they came to
take their meals ; literally, to drink rice gruel.

When a speaker relates what another has said, he docs not,
as in English, usc the infinitive mood, but repeats the words
of the original speaker adding £ (the present verbal partici-
ple of the verb £ to say) ; thus, Ze lold me ta go, would be
rendered in the Kui language A1 Qg 69698, ; literally, go
thon, saying, be said, Thus also m the sentence 2199 €99
Qg,mpggg; he told (me) to kill thc snake: hterully, snake
beat thou, saying, he said. 5\\‘{,‘, is nsed in like manner, when
we address to a second person an order to be delivered to a
third ; thus, tell kim to send, would be rendered g |g|q52§ G 9,
literally, send thou, saying, say. The present verbal participle
is sometimes doubled; as, GO 61 9 16O, he came running,
literally, running and running.

There is no passive voice in the Kui language ; it is, how-
cver, sometimes supplied by using the infinitive of any verb
in conjunction with the verb 2@} to hecome ; as, 5@!8!6‘0 it
is done ;* but the use of this form is very rare.

Such words as QCQ now, QQSQ}] when, €8 to-day, Qqﬁ

* To active roots sometimes the letter Q1 is added and then the per-
sonal terminations in the aflirmative form are joined ; as, C@gIQ. I say
or will say ; €9 ICQ I said. We are not cnabled to say what differ-
ence there is between this and the common form.
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yesterday, # to-morrow, whichwe call adverbs in the English
Ianguage, are declined with some or all the eases of nouns.

There seem to be but two conjunctions ; qgf| and, Get but.

The interjection of the most common occurrence is ZRQCaN
or ZQER alas '

The particle 5@ (let us do) is added to the end of the
concluding verb of a sentence in order to give it an interroga-
tive turn; as, a9 &9 &g wilt thou do (it)?

The particle ¢g is used to express emphasis: its most com-
mon usc is with adverbs; as, QQ!CQQIGS]&’,W he was in the

very same place.
QRO means why ? and is of very extensive use in the

language ; as, d@[@;ﬁ@ﬁ)l@@@lg@@l_why did he come ?

The particle qurcﬁxcd to 2|, for masculine, and €jg for
feminine and neuter in the singular, and ejqy for masculine,
2P for feminine and neuter in the plural number, gives the
interrogative pronouns; ss, 9§ who? (mas. sing.) gla
who, or which? (fem. and neut. sing.) ¢gIG, who? (mas. plu.)

qg_@ who, or which? (fem. and ncut, plu.)

As I can give no full account of the numerals, I content
myself for the present with mentioning that from fwo they are
borrowed from the Oriya language. 6 means one and £ means

lwo.t
Q% meaning what ? is also an interrogative pronoun ; some-

times the pronominal affix 2}Q is added to it ; as, G‘TGNQ,QIQQ
or QAIANIER what is in thy hand ?
QF1|Q meaning who, is a masculine singular interrogative

pronoun; it is not declinable.
Ql@d_mea\ning self, and its plural QIqy, are reciprocal pro-
nouns; they arc very uscful in this language. Qi@ makes

€@l aud Qiqy makes Q| in the inflection. When inflected
©Iq_sometimes becomes Q).

t In the Chinna Kinery. and Sooradah dialect there are pure Kondh
numerals as far as ten.
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The particle ag), added to the relative participles, means
while, when, at the time of ; as, a%_qq,mqm:l while or when
T was going there; ﬂ;f.g_qqtqmsgu while or when I was there.

Such forms as qgg@ « G018 supposing such a thing is done,
ﬂl@ﬁa!@ supposing I gave if, serve to mark the consequence ;
ag, <]GQ§° a0 ga, <sl1eeleg in consequence of their
having done so, I went there. ﬂ@ﬁ@l@ 4883;'_ GCC;S’_in con-
sequence of my having given it to him, he took it away.

The particle 6@ added to an infinitive, also marks conse-
quence; as, q@gé\ §@CGZHQJ_QQIQQ|Q§ in consequence of
their having done so, I went there.

I have not met with 2j used in conjunction with a verb,
and therefore I can give no rule as to what is the personal ter-
mination of the different tenses of a verb, when this pronoun is

the agent.
In conclusion it may not be amiss to notice some of the

peculiarities which exist in the Chinna Kimery dialect. The
letter © of the Boad and Goomsur dialect is universally chang-
ed to /) ; € is sometimes changed to ¢ In some places the per-
sonal terminations of verbs, § and Q_are sometimes changed

to g and . Q9| thee, AQ | me, a’j‘ you, and QIS)l us, are com-
monly used instead of the corresponding Boad and Goomsur
accusatives QIGR* Q1CR . HIEK  and HIER .



