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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an dccident Involving Lfircraft in
Scheduled Air Carrier Flight
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4 Douglas DC2 aircraft, »C 1942, owned and operated by Transcon-
tinental ang Western Air, Inc., received mincr damage on an accident
shich occurred at the sdunicivmal sirport, Indianapolis, Indianz, at ap-
preximately 3-03 p.m. on Septembher 17, 1942, The crew consistea of
Captain Ray L. Thrush and Fairet Officer Glenn B. Fatzzerala, botn of
whom were properly certificated and approoriately rated for the flight
involved, and a stewarcess, Miss M. E. white  There were 19 rsvenue
passengers anc one TWA student first officer aboard. No injuries were
sustained by any of the passengers or crew.

The flaght, designzted by the air carrier as Flaight 20, originated
at Burbank, Cslifornia, with lLa Guardia Field, lew York, as 1its destina-
tion  Several intermediate stops en route were scheduled, including ones
at St, Louis, Missouril, and Incilanapolis. Departure was mace from St.
Lewis et 1:38 p.m. for Indianapolis, wath St, Lours as an alternate
The fl1ight proceeded "on" anc "off" instruments and established contact
at 13200 feet directly over the Indianapolis Municipal Airport at approxi-
mately 3:00 p.m, A heavy rainstorm had just passed cover Indianapolis.
Captain Thrush was cleared by the control tower to land towara the south-
east on Rumway 13 (northwvest-scutheast) and made a nermal spproach througn
moderate rain, The aircraft crossed tne northwest bouncary of the airport
at about 100 m.p.h., wath flaps f01ly exitended, and the wheels mace con-
tact 2t a point near the center of the ranray's length  The tzil wheel
made contact about 600 feet beyond and full brakes were appliec. There
%ag conslderable water on the runuay &t the time and the plane continusd
to rell and skic over the cnd of tne nunuey and onto the sooded area bo-
yond, It crashed through the airpert boundary fence, and sterped 1n =
normal position on flat, uncultivatesa grounc about 942 Feet past the end
of the runwzy.

Statements of thoe cren andé gualified ground witnesses agreed in al-
mest every detall, sxcept as to the point -fhzro the wheels first made con-
tact with the runway. The captain and first officer statec that this con-
tact was made zbout one-third of the way from the appreach ena of the north-
mest-southe.st runway, vhile the airport traffic controller placed 1t ot
the 1ntersecticn of this runway with the northeast-scuthw.st runvey. Other
witnessas placed the first poirnt of contact at from 250 to 400 fcet northwest
of the int.rsection of the two runways  All stated that the approach was
normel, except onc witncss, a pilot on the ground, whe said 1t was "slaghtly
high.t According to the erew, the cpprozch end landing rerc not affvcted
by lack of visibality. Thc ceptain stoted thet "the runvay vas completely
covered with weter and the vheels skadded from tho point of contact to
there the plane stopoped." Tnis statement was substonticted by the stato-
ment of the eirport troffic controller Just before crossing the end of

' the paved rumvay the eoptain unlocked the tail wheel, eppizced full 1oft
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throttle, and =ttemptoed to groundloop the plenc to the right 1n corder to
avola the field boundary funce. The plane turned only about 309 znd anen
1t started to skiw sicdoucys on the wet grass beyond the ond of the rumray
propor, thae captein apnlicd right throtile ano rudder 1n order Lo strazghten
out the course of the arrcraft sc as to hit the boundary fonce hcad-on.

Th.ore vvas no 1ndicaticn that melfurctioning of tne engines or tho con-
trcls contributod in eny wey te the cause of the accadent  Although Ceptoin
Thrush aucsticned the brake acticn, tosts of the braking systom after the
accident showed that 1t weas opereting normelly. The rircraft "rrs loaded
w1thin preseribed limitstions and was dispatched 1n 2 routine menncr.
Weather obssrvetions by the U, S leathcr Buresu cna their comiunicasion
to the erew were properly hendled., Cexling and vaisibility at the time of
the flight's arrival at Indianapelis were above the limits specificd for
aporoach and ienains  The wind varzed from SSW 132 abt 3.00 p.m. to 5 5
4t 3 09 p.m.

PROB/BLE CAUSE: Failure of the caotain to trke account of tnc runwey
conditions ¢nd lund &8 closc as possible to tne spproach

ena of thc runwey

CONTRIBUTING FACTCHR  Slippery condition of concrete rungay ond the grass
beyone 1t, cuc to rain
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