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Wikipedia: 
Just what is it?



Wikipedia & 
Open Education
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Hegarty (2015)

Applying the “Open 
Pedagogy” framework 
to Wikipedia-based 
activities

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ca/Ed_Tech_Hegarty_2015_article_attributes_of_open_pedagogy.pdf


Defining Open 
Education 
… from a Wikipedia perspective

● Active learning, student-led

● Real world impact
● Learning is social
● Disposable assignments
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Students_semapedia_workshop.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/legalcode


The audience: 
Writing for the world to read

Writing: 

➔ from the classroom, 
➔ for external collaborations, 
➔ for a general audience (with an encyclopedic style)

"The Environm
ental Cost of a day on Earth" by Yukai Du is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 

https://www.behance.net/gallery/51856081/The-Environmental-Cost-of-a-day-on-Earth
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Using Wikipedia in the classroom: 
in practical terms



Classroom activities/projects
Book creation project

Improving articles
Creation of new articles

Translations 
Photography, videos

Wikivoyage
Illustrations

Joe Mabel, Adventuress - 
toolbox 01, CC BY 3.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jmabel
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Adventuress_-_toolbox_01.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Adventuress_-_toolbox_01.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode


Assessing student contributions
before uploading (#1)
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Article_Assessment_for_Student_Assignments_%E2%80%93_For_Teacher.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Article_Assessment_for_Student_Assignments_%E2%80%93_For_Teacher.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Article_Assessment_for_Student_Assignments_%E2%80%93_For_Teacher.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Article_Assessment_for_Student_Assignments_%E2%80%93_For_Teacher.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Article_Assessment_for_Student_Assignments_%E2%80%93_For_Teacher.pdf


Assessing student contributions
before uploading (#2)
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https://wikiedu.org/blog/2018/05/01/assessing-wikipedia-contributions/

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Wiki_Education_Classroom_Program_example_grading_rubric.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Wiki_Education_Classroom_Program_example_grading_rubric.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Wiki_Education_Classroom_Program_example_grading_rubric.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Wiki_Education_Classroom_Program_example_grading_rubric.pdf
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2018/05/01/assessing-wikipedia-contributions/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Wiki_Education_Classroom_Program_example_grading_rubric.pdf


Suggestion: triple filter before uploading

Educator feedback

Wikipedian feedback

Peer feedback



2 quick guides:

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Instructor_Basics_How_to_Use_Wikipedia_as_a_Teaching_Tool.pdf
https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia_Education_Program_Case_Studies.pdf


Mythbusting 
Wikipedia
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YES, but:

● Norms
● Community that watches 

over the contents… and has no 
qualms about deleting contents that 
don’t meet the standards.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Expectations_and_norms_of_the_Wikipedia_community


More about the inner workings of Wikipediasource

https://youtu.be/fpmRWCE7F_I?t=30m45s
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Backlogs%21_Backlogs_everywhere..._%28Research_Showcase%2C_Feb._2018%29.pdf


We’re not asking you to trust it.
● That’s what references are 

for!
● Do you use the Wikipedia 

yourself?
● Reliability: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Reliability_of_Wikipedia 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_is_not_a_reliable_source 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability,_not_truth 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliability_of_Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliability_of_Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_is_not_a_reliable_source
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability,_not_truth


“My students 

copy+paste from it”

Wikipedia does not tolerate 
plagiarism, and neither should 
you

● Are you considering the 
“Internets” when you design 
your class activities?





Defining OER-Enabled Pedagogy
David Wiley and John Hilton, International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, Volume 19, 
Number 4, September - 2018

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724


Bonus links:
https://www.amazon.com/Lazy-Virtues-Teaching-Writing-Wikipedia/dp/0826516165

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2017-10-17-once-reviled-in-education-wikipedia-now-embraced-by-many-professors 

https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/22/515244025/what-students-can-learn-by-writing-for-wikipedia

https://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2017/02000/Why_Medical_Schools_Should_Embrace_Wikipedia__.22.aspx

https://www.epw.in/engage/article/pedagogy-and-language-disciplines-classroom-experiment-wikipedia

https://www.actualites.uqam.ca/2019/bonifier-wikipedia-une-activite-pedagogique

https://blog.wikimedia.org/2017/12/04/things-my-professor-never-told-me-about-wikipedia/

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/teaching-intelligence-putting-wikipedia-heart-class#survey-answer

http://openpedagogy.org/course-level/editing-wikipedia-in-the-classroom-individualized-open-pedagogy-at-scale/

https://www.amazon.com/Lazy-Virtues-Teaching-Writing-Wikipedia/dp/0826516165
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2017-10-17-once-reviled-in-education-wikipedia-now-embraced-by-many-professors
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/22/515244025/what-students-can-learn-by-writing-for-wikipedia
https://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2017/02000/Why_Medical_Schools_Should_Embrace_Wikipedia__.22.aspx
https://www.epw.in/engage/article/pedagogy-and-language-disciplines-classroom-experiment-wikipedia
https://www.actualites.uqam.ca/2019/bonifier-wikipedia-une-activite-pedagogique
https://blog.wikimedia.org/2017/12/04/things-my-professor-never-told-me-about-wikipedia/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/teaching-intelligence-putting-wikipedia-heart-class#survey-answer
http://openpedagogy.org/course-level/editing-wikipedia-in-the-classroom-individualized-open-pedagogy-at-scale/

