
Encouraging the creation and 

development of articles about 

women in Ibero-America 
Ivana Lysholm [[:es:User:Isha]] 



What is this talk about? 

• Editing contests in Spanish Wikipedia organized 
by Wikimedia Argentina in collaboration with the 
Wikimedia Iberocoop initiative. 

 

• Foster the creation and improvement of articles 
about relevant women in Ibero-America.  
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Goals 

• Enhancing the Spanish Wikipedia and Wikimedia 
Commons with new articles and media resources 

• Fostering the creation and improvement of biographies 
about relevant women from our region's history, culture and 
politics 

• Shedding light, through these new articles, on those 
prominent women who were previously not visible 

• Promoting Wikimedia projects through media attention 

• Attracting new editors, both diverse and specialized 

• Recognizing editors’ work via different prizes and special 
mentions 
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First edition 

• Conceived as part of the Wikipedia 10 celebrations 

• Article development carried over a 5-month span 

• Jury made up of Wikipedia editors (User:Lourdes 
Cardenal, User:Isha, User:Aleposta) and two 
external professionals: 

• Cecilia Sagol, licentiate in Literature, university 
professor and content coordinator at Educ.ar, the 
online branch of the national Ministry of Education 

• Paula Carri, journalist at the nationwide Página/12 
newspaper and coordinator of the Internet  
platform of INADI, the National Institute Against 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism  
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Rules 

• Prizes were awarded to the 3 users with the highest score, 
measured by a pre-established relationship of the following: 

• Total weight in kilobytes of all created articles 

• [Presence of] references 

• [Presence of] categories 

• [Presence of] internal links 

• [Presence of] images 

• Penalization of faults 

 

• An additional prize was awarded to the user creating the best 
overall article, on a cualitative bases. 

• Selected by consensus among all members of the jury 5 



Articles lists 

• Iberocoop member chapters co-operatively developed lists of 
relevant women from our region who were missing from 
Wikipedia: 
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Dissemination 
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24 participants 
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504 new biographies 
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Average size: 5574 Kb 
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Best article 
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• [[Telesita]], [[:es:User:Roblespepe]] 

 



Winners, by score 
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• 318, [[:es:User:Rosarinagazo]] 

• 32, [[:es:User:Quijav]] 

• 18, [[:es:User:Link58]] 



Second edition 
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• International Women’s Day 

• Article development carried over a 6-month span 

• Contest running till Aug 30 

 

 



Rules 

• Same set of rules of the first contest 

• Bonus for articles with gender perspective (with respect to any 
social phenomenon, policy or process, exposing gender-based 
differences in status and power.) 
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Articles lists 

• Iberocoop member chapters co-operatively developed lists of 
relevant women from our region who were missing from 
Wikipedia: 
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35 participants 

17 

12; 34% 

23; 66% 

Women
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35 participants 
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1021 new articles so far! 
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Conclussions 

• This kind of contests is easily replicable for other 
themes, other editions of Wikipedia or even 
other Wikimedia projects; 

• Focused contests permit to enhance contents on 
a particular subject. Wikimedia Chapters can 
help identifying those in collaboration with their 
partners; 

• Contests provide motivation for the editing 
community and can be a renewed bond between 
active editors and national chapters, attracting 
new volunteers; 
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Conclussions 

• Focused contests attract new editors with 
specific backgrounds that can greatly enrich our 
projects’ contents; 

• Low cost. Compared with other chapter 
activities, organizing an on-wiki contest is 
extremely simple and free; 

• Unlike other activities, contests’ results are easy 
to measure and process for statistical analysis. 
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See also 

• Mujeres iberoamericanas' first edition 

• http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikico
ncurso/Concurso_Wikipedia_10_-
_Wikimedia_Argentina 

 

• Mujeres iberoamericanas' second edition 

• http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikico
ncurso/edición_23 

 
(Spanish only, sorry!) 
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Thank you! 

Contact info 

isha@wikimedia.org 
[[:es:User_Talk:Isha]] 

 
 

mailto:isha@wikimedia.org
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Iniciativa de Cooperación Regional  
para Iberoamérica 

http://www.iberocoop.org 

Asociación Civil  
Wikimedia Argentina 

http://www.wikimedia.org.ar 

Esta obra se encuentra bajo una Licencia Creative Commons Atribución-CompartirIgual 3.0 Unported 


