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Wikimedia Sverige is the Swedish chapter of the 
Wikimedia Foundation – empowering organizations 
and individuals to use and contribute to open 
knowledge.

We work with universities, schools, libraries, 
archives, museums and more…

Helping them understand Wikipedia, Wikimedia 
Commons, Wikidata, Wiktionary – the freely 
accessible, multilingual platforms that everyone 
around the world can use and improve.
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Wikidata
A free and open database that anyone can use and 
edit – under an open license.

It's big! Almost 100 million items.

It's multilingual! Editing in any language is both 
possible and encouraged.

It's collaborative! Edited by thousands of people all 
around the world.

It's human- and machine-readable! Welcoming 
researchers and developers to analyze, re-use and 
build tools utilizing the data.



All structured and 
linked
Most importantly, Wikidata is a repository of highly 
structured, Linked Open Data.

This makes the data easy to re-use, query and 
analyze.

Check out the example queries on 
https://query.wikidata.org/ 

https://query.wikidata.org/
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Thousands of volunteers all around the world.

Large scale imports of freely licensed data.

Museums, archives and libraries can contribute – and 
benefit.
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Two Swedish museums:

● Nationalmuseum (art museum)
● Statens Historiska Museer (history museum)

with a keen interest in the Wikimedia platforms.



Working together
Usable authorities for data-driven cultural heritage 
research

Investigate whether vocabularies as Linked Data 
stimulate new data-driven research on museum 
collections and whether Wikidata is a suitable platform 
for linking different authority files and vocabularies.

The project is financed by the Swedish National 
Heritage Board (Riksantikvarieämbetet).



Working together
Two main parts:

● Upload the data about the people, objects, 
events in the museums' authority files to 
Wikidata

● Visualise that data to make it interesting, show 
connections – to see whether the use of 
Wikidata can stimulate new data-driven 
research



Welcome to 
Wikidata!
A small project group with some previous knowledge 
of Wikipedia, Wikimedia Commons.

Our role: training, ongoing support, providing the 
right tools…

● How does Wikidata work?
● How are different types of items modeled?
● Querying with SPARQL
● Mass editing with OpenRefine



A crucial tool
OpenRefine is an open-source data wranglig 
application.

● Analyze your data!
● Clean it up!
● Reconcile it with Wikidata items!
● Upload it to Wikidata!

It's being actively developed and has extensive 
documentation – so the effort to learn it pays off in 
the long term.



Clean it up…
OpenRefine turned out to be a great tool to work with 
the museums' data internally and prepare it for a 
Wikidata sync.

● Discover posts with missing data
● Clean up duplicate posts
● The project gave us opportunity and time to get 

an overview of what's exactly in there





Visualisation experiments!

https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/
kartor/ 

By Albin Larsson

Dynastic marriage politics – where are the 
spouses of the monarchs of Sweden from?

https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/kartor/
https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/kartor/


Visualisation experiments!

https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/
jamforelse/

By Albin Larsson

Comparison – works by an artists in the 
collections of the two museums

https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/jamforelse/
https://byabbe.se/datadriven-samlingsforskning/jamforelse/


Skills involved
● SPARQL
● GREL
● Wikidata structure
● Wikidata community norms

○ how to create a property?
○ what are the notability criteria?
○ who can delete items?
○ how to discuss with others?



Why?
Wikidata is an important part of the modern LOD 
landscape – a hub where data from many sources 
comes together.

An institution can benefit from the work of the global 
community to verify and enrich their own authority 
posts.

In-house Wikidata expertise benefits the institution 
in the long term and can be shared with others.

Supporting free and open knowledge is always right!



Thank you for your attention!
Get in touch with us:

Alicia Fagerving
WMSE x GLAM
alicia.fagerving@wikimedia.se 

Albin Larsson
visualisations
albin.post@gmail.com 

mailto:alicia.fagerving@wikimedia.se
mailto:albin.post@gmail.com

