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vwwidence token before Ir. Justice MMINSFIEID in Sydney on
wridey, 16th Movcmber 1945,

fﬁmx33886 cpl. CROFT, George .lexanier, ,i0C, attached 2/30 Bn,
being duly sworn gives the following cvidences

T am MNX2358380 Cpi. CROI'T. George Alexarndsr, AAQC, attached 2/30
Bie On 23 January 1S42 I was in sts potrickis Hespital with tinea. I WwWas
boarded for home: however. Mujor Hunt came wn for voluntcers to relieve the
sick men and T volunt-qerz=d to go. e uers in The skin section at st. patrick!
and we were taken to tne mara hospital of Yovonga, ‘7 were put into two
$trucks vhich had tas Zed Croas on the hoaness, 7The first truck went out
and was imediately followed Yy ithe second in whiclhi T was travelling., Je had
nct gonc very far when the firss truc’c pulled up. spun rouand, and went back
past us., “‘e atitermpted to turn, got hulf-way round cn the roud, and a machine
cun opened fire on us, The truck was hit and it stcpped across the rcade a4
feww of those in the back of the *ruck got out and ran and got awady. /e,
LOWEVEYr, were surrounded and taken Ly the Japanaset;who macde us sit down SO
we could not escape, g

An uustralian officer from the Con Depot came up, arguing the point
with the Japanese and asking that we be taken back as we uvecre sick men.
Actually, we were supposcd to be geing to the Con Depot in Singapore. The
Japanese would not listcn. Cne cacp who was hit through the knee with a
machine gun bullet was cllowed to go but nct the rest.,

They marched us along the road level with the machine gun post and
turned right away from IZatcng. / e were token about three miles by road and
pleced in nctive huts., There were ninc Asustralians./ In the room there were
civilians - Puropeans and Temils. .'¢ were made to sit on the floor where we

could get in and were not questioned at all,

L;:e were there so long ond the Japanesc guard came in and took out
three men with their hands tied together. i'e¢ thought they werc being taken
out for qguestioning; it was not long before three shots rang out and left
no doubt as to what hcd happcned. They kept coming in and going out, taking
tliree each tine and then there would be inore shots,

I was in the last tarec to go. °’'e were taken to the front room
and made to sit doom and then blindfolded, e vere then led outside, still
tied together, eénd made to sit dova not far from the house, It was not
leng beforc something crashed into me and I vwias knocked back. I was caught
by the heel and throtm into a2 drain, I kncw whaet would happen if I moved SO
T just lay there. Jater I slippecd the blindfold ancd had a lock. I couldn't
sece anyone cbout und it was getting right cn dark then and so I untied myselfl,
slippcd off my boots and crcwled cut of the drain, I got through a double
barbed wire fonce. my idec being to 20 back to Kotong Hospitale I was wounded
a2 btullet having entered thc left side of my head aboubl the cheekbone cnd ocut
on the right side of the back of my.nack;; I was spitting bloocd, and there
was blood everyvhere. I sct Covn under a tree tc reste It was dark and I
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was in a rubber plantation, I went tc slcep &nd never woke till dawvn. I -
stortcd off and started to get weakcer and weaker and I vas getting bushed.
T did not know then that capitulat:ion had taken place the night before and
natives I met weculd nct have anyihing to do with me, Then)I discovered I

could not spcak. | %

T wandered round and rouné and finally came tc a place where
portugesc people, 2 mon and kis wif< and a few children, lived., The woman
wantcd to wash me os scon us shc saw me. They spoke Inglish, but this chap
told her not to intericre with me as it might do mc more harn than good.
they gave me a cup of coffce and it ran cut 1lhe side of my neck. He took
me down the road and pus me on the truck through the bush leading to the
hospital. 4 littiec Chinese gir: ran ahwad Lo The hospital and two orderlies
come out and met me, They vere sustral._an orderlies from the A.G.H, and they
took me into the hospital from there, I was six months in hospital.

T coule not identify the men who fired on the ambulance and later
did the shooting, but most of them wcre big bushy heards; Ihcy vere in
unifomi

T have difficulty in speaking. I get & cold casily and cannot
swallow food correctly. If I get anything hot I slobber and I also get bad
cramps from thce side of my face dovn to the throat. The bullet cut the back
of my tonguc. *I never spoke from February to November ,jand I had to bc fed
through a tubc. I spent the rest of the period in Changi as a prisoner oi
'ar, T was in charge of the bcotmcking brunch and had 32 bootm kers under
me. was servicing everyone's beois - Italian, Duteh, pritish, iustralicn,
Japcnese and Foreans.

hen the Jupanese sent their boots to be mended in most cases
they scnt matericl with them. ‘e had a Koreun quartcrnaster at tae store
211 the time and they had their own matericl locked up in 2 locker. 7ihen
ve wuntcd to mend Austrolicn nd prglish boots we used motor tyre and &lsoc
nod some stuff menufoetured out of raw lctex. They clso supplied us with
a bit of yukla which was not iuch gecod. 01d kit bags vere cut up for uppers.
¢ did 70, 80, 100 repeirs & day and hacd two chifts rumning for a long
while. e used to work from 8 or 9 in the morning to 5 p.m. and then the
other shift would come on ané work to 10.30 «t night. I wore wooden clogs
which T made for mysclf or any old pair of bootes at all.

T had no trouble iith the Jepcnese as regards bashings.

uuite & fcu Japouesc of ficers came ip und <iso Jopunesc and Yorean
soidiers. T spent quite o loi of time making swerd beitse for ther clsc,
The Koreon QuUarlermasver wis Qyamd nebushi . whe was & good tyve as Thoy go.

e had no pooi repoiring equipment. I the ioter stoges, 4o
we had strugzled along for cboui Hwe years, ihey proughl cut {rom town
cbout a cozen pairs of pinchers, which were uscless.
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Thé Jopanese had their owvn army boot shop at Singapore but I
never sav it. fThey had machinery there. The reason they took their boots
to us instead of *toking them there was thal they were getting a better job

from us than from their owr. people. The Chinese did an excellent job but
they werec also gelting an excelicnt price at that time and they were

getting it done from us for nothing,.

T was in tke gelerang Soucre incident. I know & chap who has
photos of it and I will try to get soms for the Commission,

T certify that this cvidence is true and ccrrect,
on Friday 16th November 194l (signed) G.i. CROFT,

(signed) A.J. MANSFIRID.
Commissioner.
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