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Def. Doc. # 2255 Fxh. N0,

Translated by
Pefense Language Rranch

INTFRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR FAST

THR UNIT®D STATFS OF AMFRICA, et al
 wvg-

APAFT, Sadacu, et al

SWORN DWPOSITION
Deponent: TAKAGI, Yasaka

Having first duly sworn an cath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the proccedure followed in my country

I hereby depose as follows.,

I, TAKAde, Yasaka, make cath and say as follows:

1. T, TAKAGZ, Yasaka graduated from the Law College of
the Tokyo Imperial Unlversity in 1915, In 1918 when the
so-called American chair was founded with an endowment
from Mre A Barton Hepburniat the: Tokyo Imporial Urmiversity,
T was appointed lecturer to take charge of the new chair,

ILater, T was promcted aslistant professor.

In the spring of 1919, I went over to the Tmited States

-5 .
of America, where I studled at various universities until
the spring of 1923, including Harvard Tmiversity where T

was granted the degree of A.M, in 1921. T also attended

Michigan and Chicago Universities.
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During my‘jm—year sojourn in America, I devoted
myself to the exclusive studles of the history, politics,
jdea ond inzstitutions of America and T spent some time in |
Washington, D.C, 1

2.4 Tn 1924, I took charge of the sald chair of American
Constifution, IHistory and Diplomacy at the Law NDepartment .
of the ‘Tokyo Imperial UnivewshLhllhy. The same year, T was
promoted to full professor and have continued as such up
to the present time. I have since devoted the past
twenty-three yeers to the studies of and lectures on the |
American indeas and instmituﬁionq The KIDO brothiers were
among my clagsmuter waen I changad schools and entered the

Feers! Scheol in 1905, Marquis KIDO and his brother j

Pr. WADA, Woroku were among my best, old friends. h
B wWhen Marquis KIDO assmmed the portfollo of Wlnister |

of vducaitou *n 1537, I nhed frequent opportunities to l

discrss Uriversity guestions with kim. T know of no acts

of his which had any teosalitarian tendency still less = | |

Fascist trend. A%t that tlme the Tokxyo Imperial University

was confronted with a se% of difficult questions, caused
by a tensz sitwation incivaing those pertaining to chairs,
perecnael affaivs avows profecsors and others, Marquls i
FID:, who paid full respect to Ualverslity autonomy, close-
ly <coverated with Dr. NAGAYO, President of the Tokyo

ITmperial University, in his officlal capacity as Tducation
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Minfster. In my conversations with Marquis KIDO about
University matters I foung he had common ideas with the
University authorities about University autonomy, never
trying to antagoenize or bring pressure to bear upon the
University, 1In dealing with the question of Professor ,
YANAIBARA Marquis KIDO stated that he.refused to interfere,
leaving the solution of the problem to the University
authorities, I was one of the councillors of the University
at that time and I know that Varquis KIDO did not interfere,
nor exert any pressure whatsoever in connection with
Professor YANAIBARA!g resignation,

On August 3, 1945 I met Marquis KIDO and told him
that it would be better to broach peace talks directly to
the United States of America, 1In reply, the Marquis
explained that the reason why Japan proposed peace through
the Soviet Uniion was due to her respect for the latter's
neutral position. He éxpressed himself in favor of keep-
ing twe routes open for peace talks wilithout dropping the
negotlations with the Soviet Union. After all, he said,
Jaﬁan must seize the best opportunity to terminate
hostilities and the opportunity was now ripe. He clearly
stated that he would place implicit confidence in the firm
determination of Prime Minister SUZUKI, who was charged
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with the great task. A complete identity of views existed

beiween the Margquis and me on a peace fomula, which

envissged botn would peace and national salvation. on

that ccezsion, I obtalned an indelible Impression that he

was determined to work for peace regardless of the con-

sequences to his personal safety.,

Oa this 7 day of reb., 1047
AT TN PP.0.,

O —— i —

DRPONFNT /s/ TAKAGH, Vasaka (seal)

L, FOSUMI, Snigetaka, hereby certify that the above

statemunt. was sworn by the Depomnent, who affixed his

slgnature and seal thereto in the bresence of this Witness,
On the cery dase.

at the same vplace.

Witness: /s/ HOZUMI, Shigctaka (seal)

CATH

In accordance with my comaclence T swear to tell the

iz notliing and adding nothimg.

P4 V4 TAKAGT, Yasaka (scal)




