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Def. Doc. No. 1L6lL
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
~ VS =

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Having Lirst duvly awern an cath a3 on the sihanhed sheet,
and in accordance with the procedurs foiloved in my country, I
hereby depose as follows:

1) I was Chief cof ths Third Sestion. Burasu of Polltlcal
Affairs of the Forzign Hia' srey From Apras gy v August 1945,
having charge of matters .a T‘ﬁnfcltr wicn alplonstie relatlons
batween Japan and the Soviat Un.on.

2) The Soviet 4ray openud atbtaclk aerinst ths Japanese
troops in Manchouwkus st J:00 oM, Tolkys Tira (o:00 PI. 8 August,
Noscow time) g August 5.5 (Tt Ydy in ke mornine of tae 9tn
that the 1nformqt‘*n wag »sceived that the Goverrmant of the
Soviet Union had deslared war on Japan ss from G ~uwust. The
first news thereof reached uws thraugn radio brozcza 't Trom the
United States about L:Qu £X. At that time, tne Jivznese Government
had aslted the Soviet Uovarimant to use its goed cifizes wo end the
Pacific War, and was urging its reply. As. a telsgrzm from Ambas-
sador Sato in loscow had rsported that an interview with Melotov
had been arranged at 5:00 PM, & August (Moscow time!, w3 were
axracting to. recelve the anawer of the Soviet: Government to our
recuast on that occasion. Meanwhlle,: Soviet Ambassador Msllk
asked for an interview with Forélgn m1nister Togo a 1ittle after
9:00 AM, 9 August, but the Foreign Mirister, being preazed with
of ficiql businssa, could not re.:ivs him on "that ény, The Minister
met Malillk at 1.L:15 ANV the Iolluwing day, the iCth. on whizh oc-
casion the Soviev Ambassacor nunded to the Foreigr ht.alster a
notificatlon dated B August- to tha effzic that Lns Iuviet Union
and Japan would be in a stste of wsr Irom 9 Aygust, I was later
informed that Ambsséndor Sato received from Melotov at 5:00 PM
(11:00 PM, Japan and Manshcouzuo time) on the Eth the nctification
of the start of war on tle Gtn, and that iclotov assured him that
he mirght send cables to Tokxyo making raport of the matter to the
Foraign llinlster. The telegrams, however, did not reach the
Foreign Minlistry. At that time the Japanese-Soviet Neutrallty
Treaty was still in force and there was no important negotiation
in progress between the two countries which would suggest the
possibility of the outbreak of war between them.,

On this 1lth day of March, 1947, at Tokyo.

(Signed) Takeuchi Ryujl (Seal)

Sworn to and subscribed tefore me at the above date and
place.

(Signed) WNishi Haruhiko (Seal)

Witneas




Def. Docs No. U6l

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swerr to tell the

whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

(Signed) Takeuchi Ryuji (seal)

Translation Certificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the Defense, hereby certify that I
am conversant with the English and Japanese languages, and that
the foregoing translation is, to the best of my knowledge and

belief, a correct translation of the original document.

H. Nishi
Tokyo
5 May 1947
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UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON

(][

DO MOT REMOVE PAPERS FROM THLS FILE

This file carries the overall security classifiecation
stamped herccn. C(ucoi.ons regarcaing sesourity classi-
fication of individial povers witnin this file will be
reforred to tho Chier, Ceusral Reference Section,

Departmental Recoids Branch, TAGO (Code 1225) .

DEPARTMENTAL RECORDS BRANCH, T.A.G.O.

UNCLASSIFIED

51 13290




