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A large task force of B~29 aircraft today attacked strategic industrial

targets in the city of Gokyo,
Saipan, in the Marisna Islands, by a large new task force designsted as
the Twenty-First Bomber Command, under commsnd of Brig. Gen. Heywood 3.
Hansell, Jr.

plant locsted in the northwest section of the city, and on other selected
targets in the industrial area., Musashino is operated by the Nakajima
'mmnuum.uawm.um
military aireraft.

Today's mission was led by Brig. Gen. Emmet O'Domnell, Jr. The first
bombs fell within the target area, causing an explosion and fires. The
mmwwﬂm‘mmumuh

skom report good results,
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Nakajima Aircraft Engine Co 'i
Attacks on - ﬁ,«/y;{ 4 c

Date

Musashino-Tama Plant, TARGET 90. Y g e SR L g
2ly Nov and 3 Bee 1oLk

1. The basis of this report is a preliminary damage assessment report

prepared by the photo interpretation section of 3rd Photo Recomnaissance
Squadron, and a reconnaissance photograph on which results of two attacks
(2} Nov Ll and 3 Dec 4k) have been plotted. Since no photographs showing
damage are available only tentative conclusions can be reached.

2. Thirteen hits resulting from the at.taék of 24 Hr.?v and six hits
from the attack of 3 Dec have been plotted. Assembly buildings in both
the Tama and Musashino sections of the plant were damaged by the 24 Nov
attack, but had been repaired by 3 Dec. Eight or nine scattered bomb hits
were received inthe machining sections from both attacks. ‘These hits
undoubtedly destroyed some material being processed and caused some
disruption in production flow, but damage is not considered sufficiently
severe or concentrated to affect production rates materially.

3. The engine test beds in the Tama section of the plant were badly
damaged on 2 Nov and had not been repaired on 3 Dec. A few completed
engines were almost certainly destroyed, and the testing equipment for
about half of the 25 test beds in this block were probably damaged. This
damage could upset the routine in the plant but improvisation of testing
facilities and increased use of undamaged test beds is likely to prevent
loss of production,

i, A probable foundry serving both the Tama and Musashino sections
of the plant has been hit. Since damage is confined to a rather small
gsection of the building, it is not likely to be out of operation, and even
if the facilities should be closed Idm for a short time production at the
nearby Tanashi Plant of Nakajima (TARGET 90.17-539) could be used to carry
the needs of this plant,

5, Due to the fact that hits were widely scatterd and that the

machining sections of the plant were the least seriously damaged, it is
believed that immediate production loss is small and can be made up rather

quickly - almost certainly within a month.
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(To Hansell from Arnold) You have successfully engaged the
enemy in the very heart of his empire. This marks the

. beginning' of what I know will be & most distinguished career
for the Twenty-First Bomber Commend. We are proud of you.
Good luck and God bless you.
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