RESTRICTED

HEADGUARTERS
Us S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APQO 234
C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NOs 425 - PLACE: TOKXYO
(Jap Intell No 42) DATES 23 Nov 1948

Division of Origin: Japanese Intelligence Section, G—2, USSES.
Subject: Aircraft and Ship Recognition.
Person Interrogated and Backgrounds:
14, Commander WAKAGAWA, Toshi, IJN
Commander NAKAGAWA bombgd o eruiser in the attack on
Pearl Harbor: he also compiled the books on recognition of
Aireraft and Shipping. Then he was assistent to the Senior
Staff Officer of Air Operations, bul had no specific dutics,

and he did not continue with staff instruction. &t the enc

of the war all copies of hie recognition menials were dacs-—
He has altogether 1500 hours of flying time, &

\fg‘ panese interpreter was present during the interrogation.

Lt. Comdr. T. M. CURTIS, USKHR
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CHRONOLOGY
1937 Gradusted from Navel Acedeny

1538 (July) Treining Air Group at KASUMIGAURA

1929 YOKOSUXA Alr Group

SAIKI, Kyushu Alx Group

14th Alr Group in Chine (HAINAN)
1940 (Wovemvter) HIRYU Carrier
191 Particiﬁatcd in Pearl Harbor Attack
1942 YOKOSUXA Air Group Instructor
1944 Steff Officer, Combined Naval Force

1945 Bureesu of Peresonnel Affealrs
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SUMMARYS

In November of 1940, the Jommander was assigned to the HIRYU
Corrier. By the time of leeving “0KZAIDO, he Xmew a projected
attack on Pearl Earbor. He was a Division Chief, and piloted the
first of 9 planes. Whlle at see ne received 2 navigation chart of
Oalmie He knew Oaptain.FUGHIDA.whn 1ead the Pearl Harbor atteck,
and learned the date and hour of the ettack the night before 1t
wag to teke place. The HIRYU was 17C-180 mlles fron Ozhu at thils
timoe. After leaving the carrier, he received instructions by ra—
dio to drop bis single 251 kilogram vorb on a cruiser, which he
‘did. after the atteck ne made en oral report %o the Captain in
cherge of the HIRYU, but to his xnowledge there was 1o written

report made.

after Pearl Barbvor, the Conmander returned to Yokoasuke, re=
tired from ective flying, end became an air Group Instructor. He
teucht dive bombing, and the operation of flyins boatis, and. after
1942 organized a course in recosnition. When he ceme to Yokosuke,
therc were the following typee of plenes, about 100 of &ll typess

Carrier Torpedo Planes

Carrier Fignters

Carrier Bombers

Lend~besed Reconnalssance Plenes
Lend~based 2-engine Torpede Plznes
Flying Boat for Recorn, L—gngine
Z-gcater 2~float Plene

S-goater 2—~float Plene
Single—float Flghter Plene

The course of recognition was sorranized es follows: The
Chmmnender assembled from non—-clessificd magazines and nowspPanNcrs,
Joances registers of ehlypping =nd zircreft for 1941, and what filee
wore on hend in the Navy Dept., tho Gunnery School, eand the Torpe-
do School, such pilctures, silhouettes, and data necessary to teach
nis subject. Toward the end of the wer, he zlso used wooden mo=
dele in hie classes. The plctures vere presented &s projected
slides. There were no moving picturas facillitles aveilable. The
course lasted over a Jear and the students of the course were 4N
EM, 15 Naval Acadeny officers, and 200 Reserve officers receiving

from 1 to 2 hours! special instruction.
The folloﬁing smericen Plenes and Ships were teuentd

F4AF, T4U, P40, P38, P51, B17, B26, Gruumman Torpedo
Bomber, TBD, SBD, SB2C, os2yu, FBM, PB2M, TBI, FBYD
and, by the end of the war, F6F, end B-29.
Certain classes of DD, 1B, OV, end others.

Berly in 19434, the Comnmender begen . to assendle ris two Dbooks
of pictures. Those included front, top, eand distence viewes of plenes
and of ehips; 500C coples of oech book were printed end distri-
vuted to lower echelons. Both Jepanese end Allied plencs and shipe
were listed: American, Briltish, and such French ships as Were
turned over tn tuec alllies; but there were no Russien anips 1ne-

01uded..

Navy recognition instruction of plence wes daifiicult, but
recognition of ships weas somewhat casier to tcach, and the resultis
were more satisfactory. Altogether, the Nevy plen was more SucCCCES=
ful then thet of the Army, for the Arnmy enti~-aircraft school a2t Chlba

tanght plane recosnition by sound onlye

Late in 1944 the Commander finished his instruction, end es hls

broks were published and distrituted, no nne encceeded him teaching

recognition; subsequently, ne was crncerned with duties at the Con—
bined Navel Force Steff Offlce and the Bureau of Personnel Affalrs,
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