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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERZOGATION NO. (USSBS 408) | Place: TORYO
NAV: NO. 8L _ Dates 21 Novembeir 1945

Time:  0930-1200 l1300~-1800
Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.,
Subject: ALZUTIAN Campaign, Japanese Army Garriscns on ATTU and KISKA,
Persoinel intorrogated and background of eachs

Lieutenant Colonel FUJII, KaZumey; IJA; a resular officer of 12 years
service, e served as an air staff offider for the North Area Army, with head-
quarters at SAPPORO, HOKKAIDO, from January to Ostober 1942, when he was
assigned to ¢ similar position on the staff of the KISKA Army Carrison until
august 1943, In She latter position he planned airfields and air facilities
in the Vestern ALEUTIANS,

“here intervieved:  MEIJI Building, Room 618,

lnterrogator: Captain J. S, RUSSELL, USK,
Interpreter: Lieut.{jg) R. P. BROWN, USLR,

Allied Officers Fresent: None.
SUMMA RY

Colonel FUJII made an inspection trip to kISka for ten days veglnning
the last of September 1942, Vhile there he became familiar with the Army
defences or hlISha, and flew in a.havy float plane over AMCHITKA ISLAND, making
an aerial survey for an airiield. He arrived in KISKA for duty on 10 November
1942, and was on that island or on ATTU, except for two trips back to JiPaN to
request additlional troops and supplies, until the evacuation of LISka on 29
July 1942 (TOLYO date). His last trip to JAPAN was for the purpose of planning
- the evacuation. He returned from this ti1ip on the light cruiser LISO which
was engaged in th: actual evacuation, The organization of the Army forces
on ildha and ATTU is given as well as scme information on losses of Army trans-—
port ships in the area, OColonel FUJII describes what he saw of the Battle of
KOMANDORSKI ISLANDS from the auxiliary cruiser ASakA Milil, The effectiveness
of the United States air and sea blockede of hISha and ATTU is evident shrough-~
out the narrative,
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NARRATIVA

Lieutenant Colonel (Then Major) FUJII was sent to EISK. from the Staff
Headquarters of the North area aArmy to make a survey of KISKa and tne surround-
ing islands to determine their adaptability for defense., He was taken to KISha
in the destroyer VAKABA and returned on the same ship. The WAKABA approached
to about the 100 or 200 mile circle from KISKA then made a high speed dasi: 1n,
arriving in the evening. No submarine nor air contacts wers made.

~fter looking about KISKi, he was flown on about 5 October 1942 over

CMCHITK,., ISLAND in a Navy float plane., &t this time the United States occupation
of ;iDak was known to the Japanese. Colonel FUJII was rowed out to the plane,

in rubber boat, from the seaplane base on the Northwest shore of KISks Harbor,
During the flight, one B-24 was sighted from a distance. The weather and

isibility were good. The flat land on the eastern end of ..MCHITK:. ISLIND was
not too suiteble for airfields, Colonel FUJIL thought, because of the large
nunber of ponds which indicated marshy land,

About every other day while Colonzsl FUJII was at KI1Ska there were air
attacks by 5 to 10 bombers and 10 to 1) fighters, The GaRTRUDL COVE area
received one attack, the remainder were directed against the hIShA Harbor area.

The organization and deployment of Japanese Arimy troops in the liestern
ALEUTIANS as of 30 September 1942 weres -

ATTU - No army troops present, these had been removed to KIShia about
August 1942,

hISh. = army force in cammand of Major HOZUMI, lLiasatoshi 30lst Independent
Infantry Battalion.

l, Companies Infantry (110 x 4) LLO
1 Machine Gun Company 180
1 artillery Compeny (70mm howitzers) 1&0
2 Companies na artillery (180 x 2) 360
1 Company Engineers 200
1 Platoon Shipping Enginecers 60

Total 1520

The army headquartcrs were located about one mile inshore at th: head
»f GERTRUDL COVE. 4 road connected the army headquarters with the Navy head-
cuarters on KISKia Harbor., This was a good road except for the scction through
the mountains. The army had a defense line across the island just west of
GERTRUDE COVE. Three Infantry Companies, One aArtillery Compeny, arna ons Machine
Gun Company were in the Cove arca., anti-aircraft artillery was cemplaced on the
nortlwest and southeast sides of the Cove, Mines were laid across the entronce
to the two coves cast of GERTRUDL. an infantry company was deployed in the
pass west of hISKs Harbor, The engineer company and shipping platoon were
cncamped at the head of GERTRUDE COVE.

Suvsequent reinforcements to army troops arrived at KIska as follows: -

10 November 1942, via onc destroyer (Wah4Ba ?), - Part of North Scas
Garrison Headquarters with biajor General MINZLIT, Toichira, 50

ind of November 1942, via ULaGIO ManU and aWATA MallU, - 3 infantry
compsnies of the YalinGUCHI Battalien, Licutenant Colonel
YalhGUCHI, Sadama, | 930

Part of dear Echclon Service Troops, North Seas Garrison Head-
quarters (Communication, Quartermaster, and Weathcr

personnel, 4,0
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Half of Battallon Headquarters, 50
ATy Anchorage Headgquarters, Lt. Col. NAGAMING 60
nd of Deceamber 1942, via KIS0, aBUKUMA and other ships, at night,
1 infantry comparly 110
1 infantry weapols company 180
Engineer battalion headquarters 4O
Barly January 1943, via MELBOURNE MARU and either aTA or / SARA MARD,
1 company of engincers 200
fiecld hospital 100
1n1f of Battalion Headguarters 30
rnd of January 1943, Vvia unidentificd ships - ADUK UM possibly
included,
inti-nircraft battalion 1,0
1 mechine gun COWpary 160
part. of North Seas Garrison headquarters 100
10 April 1943, via submarine, -
Firsot Sector Unit (Island Command ) Colonel SATO{M&saji, 30
Total troops arriving 1570
Egtalﬁﬁgggggﬁpresent 1520
Crand total 3090
These additional troops WCre deployed 1in the following manner. The main
strength of the YAMAGUCHL Battalion went TO the arca between . ISkA Harbor and
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North CHISHIMA Coast Defense Infantry Unit, -
Lt.Col. YONEKAJ/A, Hiroshi,

Headquarters 50

3 infantry companies (150 x 3) L.50

1 machine gun company 180
303rd Independent Infantry Battalion, - Major WATANABE

Headquarters 50

2 infantry companies (150 x 2) 300
No. 2 Sector Unit Anti-Aircraft Battalion (Part only)

1 company 180
One company of shipping engineers 150
Army Anchorage Headquarters (Part of this unit was at hIShA) 60

The Army heezvarters on ATTU were located well inshore up the cast
valley behind HOLLlZ uihdlc “+ was moved to the CHICHAGOF HARBOR Area atter the
United States landiangs on the island.

While Colonel. FUJII was on ATTU, on 19 February, a United States Naval
hombardment toox piaze. As a result of this shelling three were killed, taree
wounded, and three barracks destroyed. One or two United States cruiser spotting
planes flew over and wore mistaken for Japanese planes, and hence were not fired
upon for some time, He believed that these planes dropped some small bombs 1n
the CHICHAGOF arca after they left HOLTZ BaX.

Colonel FUJII flew in a float plane over the SIEMICHI ISLANDS about 1 Marcnh,
surveying these islands from the air with the idea of seleccting a suitable
airfield site.

On 7 March a United Statas bombing raxd was made avainsn \TTU., As a
result 5 were kildec exic 5 TY 6 viounded , 3 barges were s chl 2 bulldings 1n
the native village av CAiCLAGOF were blown u).

About 1 March “he SAKITO MARU and the ASAKA (or po.sibly AWATA) MARU,
carrying food and alrsbrip material, ran in to HOLTZ BaY ot night and unloaded
for two hours. Because a United States submarine had beern sighted, the unloading
woas not compl:te before the ships got underway and rebirec.

Colone) FUJIT left LTTU on 15 March and went by submarine to KASTTABARA
on PLRAVUSHII) ISLAND wher: ne arrived on 18 harch. He had a conference with
Commender Fifth Fleet wherce he requested the delivery of persomcl, food and
ammunition for the Army forces on ATTU and KISKa. He departed PARAMUSHIRO on
about 25 March cmbarked in the ASAKA MaRU., On board ths aSAKA were:-

No. 2 Scctor Unit Headquarters, Colonel YallaZahl 30
1 Company of the 303rd Independent Infantry Battalion 110
Replacements for the YONELAWA Unit 300
1 anti-aircraft battalion hcadquarters 30 -
Total 550

The SALITO MaRU sailed in company with the aSAKA MARU, and these two
ships were escorted by the First Destroyer Squadron. The SAKITO MAKRU had had
an cpidemic of typhoid fever aboard and hencce carried no troops, however she
had a capacity load of cargo.

A slower shin. the army chartered SANKO MARU, had smuled the day before.
his ship carried ammunition, food and materials, but no troops.

The group of ships in company with the ASAKA MARU werc joined by the
cruiscrs of the Fifti, Fleet at about noon of 26 March, At 0300 on 27 March
an american force was sighted. The last two ships in column at this time were
the ASAKA MARU and the SAKITO MARU. The ASAkA MARU was the first ship to
identify the enemy, and passed the word up the column to the NACHI. The NaCHIL
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turned to the right in the direction of the enemy, wnhile the ASAKA MARU and
SAKITO MARU fled towards the KOMANDORSKI ISLANDS. Colonel FUJIL saw the exchange
of gunfire, hits on the NACHIL, and later the United States destroyers lay a
smoke screen, (He heard later that LO had been killed on the NACHI.) The
transports were tracked by American flying boats for about an hour beginning at
14,00, Once, the ASAKA MARU opened fire at one of these nlanes,

A1l ships returned to PARAMUSHIRO and Colonel rUJ.LL requested an lmnediate
reattempt, at getting the same convoy through, arguing that the American force
would have left the area after the battle. The request was not granted by the
Navy because of a shortage of amaunition and fuel for the warshlps. Jlnstead
Commander Fifth Fleet assigned 3 destroyers which coulc carry a total of =200
versonnel, This space was assigned by the Army as follows:

YAMAZAKI Headquarters 30
Anti-aircraft battalion neadguarters 30
Replacements for YONEKAWA Unit 140

Colonel FUJII heard that the destroyers IKAZUCHI, INAZUMI, and one other,
were assigned, that they reached a point west of ATTU where they were ...
recconnoitered by United States planes and that they therefore returned to-
PARAMUSHIRO. He also heard that Colonel YAMAZALI finally reached ATTU by sub-
marine on 27 April.

VMeanwhile Colonel FUJII went to TOKYO to try to get something dene towards
defending the ALEUTIANS. A meeting was held on & April with the Naval General
taff. Commander Fifth Fleet was present at this meeting., A decislon was made
to move in reinforcements by submarine., However, because of the lack of fog
in April, it was also decided that the movement must walt until May and June when
it could be done under tne cover of Icg.

Colonel FUJIT left TOKYO on 20 April, embarking on the submarine I-7 at
YOKOSUKA., The I-7 carried food and ammunition, and went directly to KISKa,
where it arrived on 1 May.

Thile on KIKA awaiting the arrival of additional supply submarines, and
on about 10 May, it was learned that United States forces were attacking ATTU,
A »lan was made to load two submarines with foed, ammunition and all possible
troops and run them to ATTU., This plan was not carried out. Between 10 and
29 ifay the progress of the battle on ATTU was followed by radio dispatches. On
29 May word was received of preparations for the final charge by the Japanese
ATTU garrison.,

During the ATTU battle TOKYO and SAPPORO were rejussted Lo send Army
reinforcements to KISKA because a landing there was feared aiso, The morale of
tlie garrison was low because ~TTU had been occupled aid hlShia was surrowided,
On the island, work was stopped on the airstrip and the construction personnel
were used to augment the defense forces, sAdditional defensive positlions were
rushed for the entire island. At this time the total persomnel strength both
Army and Navy was 5400.

Three transport submarines arrived bringingfood, ammunition and a few
picces of light field artillery. One of these was tho I-7 which arrived ocetween
20 and 30 June, She was taken under fire by an american picket snip off
GERTRUDE COVE and her coining tower was holed., She contliwed into the cove,
however, and unloaded her cargo. Leaving, she was again engaged by the .ameiican
picket ship, and, being damaged, she was beached on the point southeast of the
Cove., Forty of her personnel survived. Two or three subnarines werc sunk trying
to make their way around the north end of KISKA ISLAND.

Every day on which the weather permitted United States alr attucks were
made, On foggy days United States surface ships patrolled close to the Island,
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about 7 June a senior Army staif officer, Colonel Vnﬂdfhd, Tekeshi, went
to PARAMUSHIRD by submarine, He returned on about 20 Junc brining rews 01 the
pian to evacuate KISKa. The formulation of a plan for the evacuation of the
isianc was undertaken immediately by a joint council, - G;neralZMINLﬁI, Colonel
YANACKA, and Major FUJII for the Army, Admiral AhIYAiia end Commande:r Y..SUNAMI
. for the Navy. The plan was to maintain the lines of defense up to the latest
nossible time, then to withdraw only the personnel to the ships, If an attack
devcloped prior to the embarkation the garrison would ficht to the last man,

On wbout 28 June, Commander YASUNAMI of the Navy stafi and FUJIL, rcp-
resenting the Army, went to PARAMUSHIRO on board a submarine (I-35 7). There
they ~onsulted with the Staff of Commander Fifth Flect and of Commander First
Dws broyer Squadron giving the plan for asscembling the troops. One of the mmost

tive participants in the planning was Captain aARICHIKa, Chief of Staff, First
Euqtrﬁy 1 Ocuadron

Origirally it was planned to evacuate the troops at 1600 on 11 July. The
KI50 and ABUFUMA with destroyers of the First Destroyer Squadron were to embark
tne troops. The ASAKA AU, one tanker and the KUNAJIII were to be a reserve
grot.p. about LOO0 persors were to be taken aboard cach of the light cruisers,
and about 5C0 en cach destroyer, The date, time, and plan of anchoring were
cent by radio to WlotAa. wzar Aduiral KIVURA, Masafuku, Commander First Destroyer
Souadron was in charge o che opgsration,

The evacuation force salled on 7 July. Comnander YASUNUMI was on board
ABUKUA, -- I'UJIL on board KISO. The stand-by area was reached on time, but
there was 1nsuf11u1unt fog on 11 vuly, hence the dash to LISKA was postponed.,
While awalting foggy weather, fuel ran low and tne force returned to PARAMUSHIRO,
They sortied again on 22 July and word was sent te KISKA to bhe ready to embark

26 July., Because of the weather thic dash to KISKA was delayed until 29 July.
Tne force arrived in KISKA Harbor at about 1300 on 29 July. The troops were
loade? in about £C minutes, The evacuation group sailed in two parts, - the
KIS0 with 4 destroyers arrived in PARAMUSHIRO on 31 July, the ABUKUMA with the
remaining destroyers on 1 asupgust,

Colonel FUJII lecarned from the crmbarked troops that the personnel had
assembled several times, bringing only their small arms, anc then returned to
their defcnse positions. DBooby traps were loid, trip wires were attached to
bombs in eir raid shelters, and various installations were blown up. Starshells
and gunfire were scen to the soutsi of KISX4 on the night of 27-28 July, and the
troops fearcd that the evacuatlon force had been destroyced. From the KISO,
Coloneld FUJII sow or heard nothing of the cnemy. Their great worries aboard
ship were gunfire by radar, and the lifting of the fog with air sttack from
AMCHITKA,

The troops werc discmbarked at KASHIWABsRa, tine location of the hecad-
qunrters of the Nortn CHISHIMA Garrison, thence they were deployed to various
points in tne North CHISHIMA RETTO (KURILES).

Army airfields in tiis area at this timc were at KITANO DAI, MIYOSHINOQ
arid a temporary landing field north of KATAOKA. At the first of thesc was based
the 54th Air Regiment (Figaters, - KI-43) Colonel SHIMADA.

Commc i on Attacks and Shipping Losscs

One ship was beached at GERTRUDE COVE, it was attacked by air and damaged
before Colonel FUJII's arrival,

N.ISSAN MARU, KANO MARU, and NOJIMA MARU were sunk or beached in KISKA
Harbor before Colonel FUJIIt's arrival,

about 7 or & October - a B-26 attacked a ship in GERTRUDE COVE by terpedo,
but nec hit was made,
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MELBOURNE MARU was not lost av KISKA. It was under attack once, but was
undamaged.

late November 1942 - URAGIO MARU was attacked by bomb and strafing and
was bcached off the Main Camp at KISKA Harbor as a result of the attack.

Early December 1942 -~ onc unidentified Army chartered ship was sunk by
airplane attack 50 miles northwest of KISKA. Aboard was 1 MG. Co. and L fHgs
Plat. which werc lost.

Earlv Decenber 1942 = KOTOHIRA MARU, 7000 ton, Army charter, was sunk
just before enoering HOLTZ BAY, ATTU, by low jevel B-2L4 attack; aboard werc
approximately 1 platoon of men, food and other supplics for ATTU.

Mid-December 1942 = CHERIBON MARU, 6000 ton, Army charter, was surk while
unloading in HOLTZ BAY by a B-24s 1 platoon of inen had disembarked, there remained
aboard part of the rest of her cargo of food and military supplies.

February 1943 - AKAGANE MARU, 5000 ton, Army charter, missing west of
ATTU cause unknown; carried about 1 platoon of men and military stores including
sane equipment for puilding the airstrip; no SUrvivors.e |

He also remembered an air attack against two destroyers west of KISKA in
which one destroyer was sunk and the other got away.

Col., FUJII's estimate of Army casualties or KiSKA due to air attacks
was 45 killed, 50 seriously wounded.

United States Air Losses

September or October 19,2, = & B-26 crashed into a ship 1n GERTRUDLE COVE.
This ship, whose name he 3id not remember, was already aground, It burned as a
result of the crash. Tt was a 7000 ton ship with one stack and two masts.

December 1942, - & p-38 fell into the sea ofi KISKA Harbor. The pilob
disappeared in the cold water.

January 1943, - & P-/,0 was shot down in GERTRUDL COVE,
itandom Comuent

When asked to make a general comment on the ALEUTIAN operatlon, Colonel
PUJII stated that if the Japanese had built many airfields immediately after
the occupation it would have been a success, lie considered that the rapid
installation of airfields on AMCHITKA ISLAND and at MASSACL BAY, ATTU, was
essential.

He said that horizontal bombing by B-24's from 500-2000 meters (1600-
6500 feet) was effective because of the volume of explosives dropped. The
low level attacks by B-25ts and B=-26's were very effective., Strafing was a
fairly good form of attack, but the use of shelter reduced the Japansse personnel
losses.,

Radar warning from ftine Navy station was good. It picked up planes almost

as they took off from the ronrest airfield, He considered its effective range
to be 120 kilometers (65 nautical miles).
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