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PREFACE.

The text-book of which a translation is here
presented to the Japanese reader, is the outcome
of the lectures on elementary physics which I have
given for many years in the University of Léiden.
It is intended to be mainly an introduction into
the general ideas and methods of modern physics;

these have a prominent place in it and I have

“tried to give a clear account of them, omitting many

facts and experimental “details which I considered to
be of secondary importance. Such a course could
be taken, because the lectures and the laboratory
work afforded an opportunity for supplying the
defect. Moreover, I expected my readers to turn
to some more complete work whenever they wanted
information about special subjects.

I should be very happy if the book might be

found to be of some use to the students of a

—

country with which mine has had friendly relations

during several centuries
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My hearty thanks are due to Professors Naga-
oka and Kuwaki for the care they have bestowed

on the translation.

Leiden, March 1912.
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