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Q. X 0T: PVWB Field Teams - COMBAT TEAMS.

¢ Trederick Oechsne:

1. The PWB fleld set-up for the Sicilian campalgn provided for three
Ywaves" of teams, viz:

a. Combat Teams (or reconnaissancs)
b, Occupational (or dissemination) Teams
c. Base (or permanent) Teams.

The make-up and activities of these various teams would obviously vary according
to the problems faced, e.g. where the combat area was rural or urban in nature,
densely or sparsely populated, advanced or backward in culture etc,

2., COMBAT TEAMS:

. Combat teams were made up of three to five men, mixed militery and
civilian, One was attached to the 7th (American) Army under John Whittaker
of MO, civilian, with one British and one American officer; and one attached
to the 8th (British) Army under Lt, Col, McPFarlane of PWE with a British and
American officer. These teams were provided with Jeeps and trailers and with
full field equipment for self subsistence and protectiom for anything up to
five days or a week, Thdir dutles were manifold, including not only the gather-
ing of intelligence and the active rrosecution of psychologieal wvarfare, but
the "selling" of propagands and psychological warfare to Field Oommanders. It
‘may be said that the Combat teams amply Justified themselves in the Sicilian
operation. The intelligence they procured was invaluable to the Base Areas for
the preparation of radio Programs and strategical leaflets, of black radio pro-
grams,as well as for tactical leaflets in the fleld; most of the intelligence
- prooured was also of value to G-2 (with whom the Combat teams worked in close

cooperation) and Tield Security.
3. The essential dntiéa of the Combat teams might be outlined as follows:

a. To locaﬁe. ear-mark for later use and to seize, when necessary, .
-radio broadcastin stations, printing presses (for leaflets, pomters, etc),
newspeper plants (for the issuance of newspapers), stocks of Paper and cinemas.

b. To locate and Procure by force, 11 necessary, the essential parts

of radio stations, Printing presses, newspaper plants, which may have been removed
by the enemy, :

, ¢ To estimate the damage caused by the enexy and the parts necessary
. and probable time required to repair the plants to usefulness. . ‘
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more fully than the Combat Teams will be able to do; moreover an independent 7f

In Sicily some of us felt that it was desirable not to high pressure the
population with posters, merely giving them a new type of political pro-
paganda when what they really needed was a relief from high pressure pro-
paganda after ten to twenty years of 1t.)

e. To collaborate further with the Civiliasn Administration Authorities
in any "conditioning" of the local vopulation that ie required.

f. To enlist further local relisble assistants in the operation of
radio stations, newspapers, printing nresses, etc,

8. To take in whatever field equipment may be necessary (particularly

' mobile brinting presses and loudspeaker units) to service combat teams in their

further operations up forward,

5« The leéaons to be leerned from the experiences of the Occupational
teans may be roughly described as follows:

a. The necessity of organizing a thoroughly relisble communications
set-up as between the Advance (occupational team) base and the Base Hgs. for
the transmission of material as well as for the transmission of Combat team
material which the teams may not have been able to get through themselves.

‘ b. The necessity of ascertaining accurately, by means of public
opinion testing surveys, the attitude of the population in the area for vurposes 7
of propaganda. Such attitudes will have to be gauged by the Occupational teams -

test is necessary for the reason that the attitude of the populstion may ectual-
1y have changed between the time that the Combat team left and the Occupational
team arrived, ‘ .

c. The necessity of orgenizing good transportation at Advance Base

Headquérters, not only for members of the Advance Base etaff but also for the
repalr of the vehicles of Combat teams.

éd. The necessity of remaining in close contect with G-2, Field

Security, Civilian Administration Authorities snd other authorities in the area.

e. The nacessity of forming a radio program end newspaper content

wnich will appeal to, rather than in any way antegonize, the population which
will Jjust be coming out from under the influence of several yeary of Axis
propaganda, S

f. The necessgity of selection motion pictures for display in cinenas

in the area from the same point'of view a8 in e. above.

6. The functions of personnel of the Advance Headquarters (Occupational)

Group were as follows:

Commanding Officer

Deputy Commanding Officer

Adnministration 8ection (under a British Captein) responsible for:
Billeting
Mess
Transportation




i
%

Seourity and Duty Officers ,

‘Bquipment -
Personnel '
Seoretariat : .
Deily Activities Report _
Liaison with Amgot _
esemination Section (under a civilian) responsible for:

Press .

Radio. (\rhite§~
"Badio (black
, Hotion piotures
of Mobile Press

Local printing work'
Leaflets ﬁ
Lotdspeakers
Propaganda édisplays
-Photographs (front photographs as well ae

Iabbratdry work at Advance Hqs.) !
Posters .
Intelligence (under

an American Army Captain) responeible for:
Monitoring ' :

Liaison with G-2
Intelligence re

ports to Hq, ngiers, Tunis, London and Washington,
Communications (under an Anerican Army Oaptain) responsible for:
Technical operation of the local radio

Technical operation of mobile radio _
Technical-operation of the loudspeaker unit
Technical operation of the intercept unit
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2 2 3 |ysors P Fiold Teems - OGCUPATIONAL TEAMS

R |

2 :E=M . TFrederick Qechsner

1. The PWB field set-up for the Sicllian campalgn provided for three

nyavesh of teams, vizs .
. ~

a. Combat Teams (or’reconnaiesance) .
v. Occupational (or 21ssenination) Teams

c. Base (or permanent) Teams .

The meke-up and activities of these various teams would obviously vary according
to the problems faced, €.g. where the combat ares was rural or urban in nature,
densely or sparsely populeted, advanced or backwerd in culture etc,

>, OCCUPATIONAL TEAMS :

e

In Sicily established Advance Base re for the taking over of
PWB nctivities from the Combat teams; they also serve as £1p1d bases for the R
uarters was established at Palermo

Combal teams. In Sicily the mnin Advence Headq
with o sub-section in Catania; the Palermo staff (including 25 persons in the
mob ile broadcasting company and about 10 persons.shuttling to the forward areas) :

totslled 75 persons.

Headquarte

=@

7, The Occupational team,which set- Advance Headquarters under Frederick |
Oechsner of MO, proceeded from Tunis by troop trensport to Syracuse On D plus 20, i
procecded ny alrplane or motor vehicle (the mobile broadcrsting company going 3

ander its own power) to Palermo and Catania where 1t took over there the Head-
cuarters established by the Combat teams aptached reapectivaly to the 7th and gth

.Armies.

Occupational teams‘might'be qutlined ae

»

' L. The essentisl duties of the

followsal

&
]

of radio statlons, prinﬁing
located by the Combat Teams.

r : :
’ a. To open and commence the operation
newspapers and cinemag which have been

' presses,
" p. To conduct whatever white OT black field radio broadcasting

operntions are 1ndicated (mobile broadcasting unite).
pan the Combat Teams. Were

To nerve Base Headquérters more amply b _
open radlo progrsm material

C.
intelligence evaluation,

nble to do wlith intelligence,
and n stbady flov of photographs.

{:”‘ d.To expand the d1splay of posters (again
./ has been decided thet it is desiradle to use posters

only, of course, after it
in any particular locellty.
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—%% | f. To maks &imt contact with politicel. liiﬁ.‘rl, trion&ly and W
,< m

1endly, end local dignitaries, for the purpose of securing the assistance ef -
DO persens or te securing their arrest through the appropriate field
hiixities (Pleld h;f » } ' _ '

L €& To ‘d.;h'brib’uh' hand-bills and put up posters, where pﬁttiu up
' of posters is desiradle. : ' v

b, %o collaborate with Otvilian Administration Authorities in the
rinting of circulars and proclamations, :

1. %o iaterrogate prisomers for information ueeful at Base Hys. i
on of radio programs and leaflets, or in the preparation of

‘Jo  To sand full and continucus reportz back to Base Hgs, by wirelass
-oourier oa all mstters of morals among the pepulation, including full
ristive messages suitadble for using in open propagands Progranms, as well

g " such as oaptured doduments and prisonsr of war

- k. Ta m‘hsu;y Prepare all tactical leaflets for use a.gainst' the

immediately opposing enemy ¥roope and the delivery of these leaflets by mortar
or airplane :

‘1. To secure reliadble ldcal personnel to help in re-opening radio
stations, printing Pressss, newspaper plants and cinemas,

m, To spread tactical rumours amongst the population.

4, The primary lessons to bYe learned from the experiences of the Combat
~ Team in Sicily might be roughly desorided as follows:

a. Toams should go in an "D* Day, ‘not later.

N b. They may be of military and civilian make-up, bub preferably
under an officer of the rank of at least a Major or Lt. ‘Colonel,

) ©. It is not necessary for all members of the team to be armed, but
the teams as such should be adequatly protected against emergencies.

d. All members of the team should speak fluently the language of
" %hs country im which they are going to operate, , : :

et .  They sugzest hetveen'vtho
#ges of 28 and U5), in good physical condition to withstend leng hou
arducus field conditions ’
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@ become familiar with the personalities and met

\ ' . :
—_—— oars, _probadl;

% but 8 supply of w
m‘ttmo

!h . T
fable ué. ﬁon-rﬂ.i%h. tn ‘6
irate.

b, They should e
1y preferadbly vis 'cht

i. ZThe trm’m
" some close combat and
the principle types of bo
- sourse, to have &rivers who '
obviocusly a man ma’b].c ‘of iumdling v!.i*llnt toli
included in the equipment. .

J. 1f there is enough time before the ¢cmme
1t would be highly desirable to have ths Combat
the units to which they are %o be a$tached in #
Oombat teams can thus get to know the officers 9.’6
to have to work under comdat conditions; convi

k. In 8icily there was only one twﬁ :
one to the Sth Army. Xxperience showed ¢

Oombet teams keeping contact with various uwl,
theses units on different fronts, 1% i wa‘bw 1

number of teams.  Depexding, of 88, Wpon $He size. )
ideal might be one per Oorps, or cone -ﬂmly onte’ ;‘m' Miﬁ

1. Leaflet shells are not yet xm'fcw, thm

sccurate placing of leaflets than by pim (vint-dsize, &o '
ground force etc). . ;

m. Loudspeakers areée m Zoneral not desired ;ﬁ
fire and are useful only in delivering a certain t;pacii&e .
specific unit known to be opposite ome’s position; 1t is |

a loudspeaker unit available 1if it :wa be called for .
‘operation.

n. Leaflets remaii the single most wortm_ v
order to use them for tactical uses (especially gun deliv

unite are necessary which can be run right up to the Tronk
next to the leaflet gun.

0. The reporting functions of the team (

for Base radio programs of field reports; damipﬁn w 'r -
tions to liberation, battle descriptions, etc) needs &

-3-
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. - P+ A g00d mgkes-up for Combat tesms might be: oné i
"Lt, Colonel) for comstant liaison with Army Pield ters,
Intelligence man for centralising and evaluating field intellig
terrogation, captured documents, interviews with asents etc) for fisld
Headquarters and tactical (leaflet) use;: and for gemeral reparts for °
radio programs; one radio man to locate redio statioms, check equipmen
operating personnel, extent of damage, anc report back to Base;
(where large cities or towns lie in the combat area) to check movie fac:
and report back to Base.
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"i‘hoso various teams wanm ‘é

s _where the combat ares |

densely or sparsely ps
I

The work of the Base or permament Sectie
of radio, print{ 8, newspapers, oinemas and . othe: gmw
occupled territury on a permanent basis, leading e
these activities to local personnel with perhsp
a8 supervisors, - The :Ba,u teanm obviously remains fa
Affairs Authorities; effect the work of the F¥B p

"conditioning® of the' cooupled population in confornity. w
*Administration® of the aroa. '

e




