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A .  ASSAULT ON 14Y L k i .  

T h e  wikness w a s  a r i f l e m a n ,  carrying an M-25 [pg. 61,  
Ee thcxgbt  that goss ih ly  tkc f i r s t  and t h i r d  squads were 
joined t o g e t h e r  co make one and r e c a l l e d  his squad l e a d e r  as 
kefng Sergean t  SAXE2 (pgn 3 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  la-nded 
i~ the v i l l a g e  cn a s ib?  where theze w z s  a gat?- They s a t  
in the rice paddy for about  s i x  m i c u t e s ,  and did 12ot receive 
.-,-.77 
21ALL ene!zy fi.re e i ther  s n  the LZ or in t h e  ~ r i l l p q e ( p g .  5 ) .  
ma, , 
rrrz platoon xoved in,zezsched t h e  hco tches ,  s h c t  some b u f f a l o e s  
and ~ n i m a l s, and d e s t r o y e d  fsad.  They rounded up women and 
c h i l d r e n  and sent then down a t r a i l  into one area {pg. 6 ) .  He 
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d i d  n o t  s e e  any Vietnamese people k i l l e d  a s  t h e  platoon 
moved along but d id  s e e  one lady s h o t  in t h e  knee (pgs, 6,7)  
He saw two o r  t h r e e  dead people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 ) - H e  
moved through with Roy WOODS (pg. 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
groups of people being s h o t  down (pg. 7), bu t  l a t e r  became 
aware t h a t  150 were k i l l e d  (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  what t h e  u n i t  d i d  a f t e r  My Lai nor d i d  he r e c a l l .  
being taken back by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg. 8 1 ,  

3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

He d i d .  n o t  r e c a l l  a Colonel meeting t h e  u n i t  a s  it 
landed a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  and seemed t o  r e c a l l  a f r i e n d  t e l l i n g  
him it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  because 150 c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 8 ,  9 )  . Friends a l s o  t o l d  him 
n o t  t o  d i scuss  it (pg. 9 1 ,  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA t e l l i n g  
t h e  u n i t  e i t h e r  t h a t  there was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going cn 
o r  t h a t  they  should ~ o tdi.scuss it (pg, 9 )  . 

s8 


4 ; OTHER INF@Rl*ATION. 

a ,  The wi tness  descr ibed  W I N A  a s  being . 
" a i l  r i g h t . "  H e  would not p u t  them i n t o  an a r e a  where 
they would n o t  make it s u t  (pg. PO) . 

la, He thought that Lieutenant  CALLEY was a-good o f f i c e r  
judging from t h e  o rde r s  CALLEY gave Cpg. iO) . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1418 hours ,  7 January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Sidney KYE. 

(MR KYE was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

W i l l  you state your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence?  

A. My name i s  Sidney KYE,  I ' m  employed.at  Owens and 
Corning F i b e r g l a s s ,  I l i v e  i n  Kansas Ci ty ,  Kansas. 

MR WEST: M r .  KYE, before  w e  s t a r t  i n  on any ques t ions ,  I 
want t o  adv i se  you as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  t h i s  
inqui ry .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recommendations concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  known as t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, 
and 

(2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether 
t h e r e  w a s  any coverup of what happened t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  being conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My Lai.  
For example, we a r e  n o t  concerned with t h e  p o s s i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l  
g u i l t  of any person f o r  something he might have done wrong 
t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t .  For example, we have a copy of t h e  s ta tement  
which you made t o  a C I D  agent  i n  December, M r .  MILLER, I 
th ink  it w a s .  

(KYE)  1 APP T-76 
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape  recording  i s  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  be ing  taken by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  bu t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of i t ,  may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as you may be requ i red  t o  do 
before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body, such as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee, one group of people conducting an inqu i ry  
i n t o  t h e  My ~ a ii n c i d e n t .  

Are you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Calley? Have you rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Colonel KENNEDY 
o r  Captain DANIEL? 

A. No, I d i d n c t .  

Q I ask you because it may be t h a t  you w i l l  r ece ive  
such a l e t t e r .  I n  t h e  event' you do, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have 
appeared he re  and w e  have asked you no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ma t t e r  
does no t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  order .  

Do you have any ques t ions  about t h i s ?  

No. . 

Q. For t h e  r ecord ,  M r .  KYE, were you a member of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q When w e r e  you discharged? 

A .  3 J u l y  1S69. 

Q What w a s  your o u t f i t  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  w i th  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  C Company. 

Q A s  I understand it, t h i s  i s  C/1/20, and it w a s  a t  
t h a t  t ime a p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 

(The wi tness  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

What platoon were you i n ?  

The 1st. 
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Q. And t h e  squad? 

A. I be l i eve  it w a s  f i r s t  squad. 

Q. We understand that a t  t h i s  t ime t h e r e  were only 
two squads i n  t h e  platoon.  One wi tness  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  
members of t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  squads may have been put  
toge the r  t o  make one squad. Is t h a t  t h e  way you remember 
it? 

A. Yes, it w a s ,  I b e l i e v e  I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad. 
It 's been such a long time ago. 

Q e  Who w a s  your squad l eader?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Sergeant  BACON. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  l i t t l e  
hamlet of My Lai (-4) ? That i s  t h e  one, of  course ,  which has 
been i n  t h e  news where a l o t  of the Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  were k i l l e d .  

A. Yes. 

Q. when d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  p lan  t o  a s s a u l t  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It w a s  t h e  day before  when w e  had a - b r i e f i n g .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company by Captain
MEDINA? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company? 

A. Well, f i r s t  he s a i d  t h a t  w e  were going i n t o  an 
a r e a ,  and w e  were t h e  f i r s t  f r i e n d l i e s  on t h e i r  s i d e .  

Q . I didn ' t  understand t h a t  p a r t .  

A .  We were t h e  f i r s t  f r i e n d l i e s  on tha t '  s i d e ,  and 
it was a VC v i l l a g e .  

Q. What else d id  he t e l l  you? 
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A .  He s a i d  women t h e r e  were seen ca r ry ing  weapons, 
and t h a t ' s  about it. 

Q Did he t e l l  you what kind of a mission it was? 
What you were supposed t o  do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it was sea rch  and des t roy .  

Q- What d i d  you understand that t o  be? 

A .  Search,  you know. Whatever you f i n d  t h a t  w a s  no* 
supposed t o  be t h e r e ,  des t roy  it. 

Q Did he say anything about t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and food? 

A. He s a i d  t r y  t o  dispose of a l l  of it, food and 
l i v e s t o c k  . 
Q Did he say anything about burning t h e  hootches? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember him saying anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did he t e l l  you anything about t h e  people i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  people who l i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. He s a i d ,  he j u s t  s a i d  it was a VC v i l l a g e ,  and 
wornen have been seen ca r ry ing  weapons over  t h e r e .  

Q What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  company a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Were they-.-did they th ink  they  were going to 
g e t  i n  a b i g  f i g h t  t h e  next  day? Were they ready t o  go? 
Were they apprehensive o r  a f r a i d ?  How d i d  t h e y  f e e l ,  t h e  
b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A, I imagine everybody was a l i t t l e  b i t  a f r a i d .  

Q We've had some people t e l l  us t h a t  t h e  company 
f o r  a long time had s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  VC, from 
s n i p e r s ,  from booby t r a p s ,  and minef ie lds ,  and had n o t  r e a l l y  
been a b l e  t o  c lose  with t h e  enemy. They thought t h i s  t i m e  
they had a chance t o  and they were expect ing a b i g  f i g h t  i n  
t h e r e .  Is t h i s  t h e  way you r e c a l l  t h ings?  

A. Yes. 
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Q How long was t h i s  opera t ion  t o  l a s t ?  DO you
remember what Captain MEDINA t o l d  you o r  what he  s a i d  about 
t h a t ?  How long were you supposed t o  be out  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Ar I c a n l , t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I don ' t  know. 

Q We've had one witness  t e l l  us t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
s t a r t e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and s a i d  t h a t  you were going t o  be ou t  
about 1 0  days,  and then  he s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  n o t  going t o  t e l l  
you how long you" l1  be o u t . "  Do you remember anything l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. Well, we were t o l d  t h a t  a l o t  of times. So I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I can ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember this p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know whether t h e r e  was a meeting of platoon 
l e a d e r s  and platoon sergeants  before  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  
company? 

A. Well, I imagine t h e r e  was, because he always 
b r i e f e d  them. 

Q The next  morning, a f t e r  t h e  company was l i f t e d  
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai ( 4 )  by h e l i c o p t e r  and p u t  down on 
t h e  landing zone west of t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet,  would you t e l l  
us what you d i d  and what you saw? We understand t h a t  t h e  
1st Platoon moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet on t h e  r i g h t ,  a t  t h e  lower 
s e c t o r ,  o r  t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Would you t e l l  us 
what you d i d  and what you saw t h a t  morning? 

A. Well, on t h e  s i d e  I moved i n  on,  t h e r e  was a g a t e ,  
and we s a t  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy about 6 minutes,  I guess. 
A l l  of t h e  companies go t  on l i n e .  

Q Did you run i n t o  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  Did t h e  enemy
f i r e  a t  you? 

A .  No. 

Q. Did you ever  encounter any r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Did anybody shoot back a t  you? 

A. Well, n o t  over on t h e  s i d e  I was on. 
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Q. What d i d  t h e  p la toon do a s  they moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A .  We moved i n  and s t a r t e d  searching  t h e  hootches 
and s h o t  some water  b u f f a l o  and animals l i k e  t h a t  and 
destroyed food. 

Q- What about t h e  Vietnamese people t h a t  w e r e  i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  go t  a l l  of t h e  women and k i d s  o u t  and 
they  s e n t  them down t h e  t r a i l  somewhere, and t h a t ' s  t h e  
l a s t  I saw of them. 

Q- Were people gathered up and s e n t  forward? 

A. Yes, s e n t  i n t o  one a rea .  

Q - Did you s e e  any Vietnamese people k i l l e d  as t h e  
p la toon moved along? 

1 

A.  Well, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any k i l l e d ,  bu t  I saw a lady 
sho t .  That was by acc iden t ,  I guess, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- What was your duty i n  t h e  squad? 

A. R i  f leman . 
Q =  You c a r r i e d  an M-16? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you move along with anyone t h a t  day? Some 
o t h e r  member o f  your .squad? 

I 

A.  I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  a buddy of  mine, Roy WOOD. 

Q Were t h e r e  two WOODS i n  t h e  p la toon,  Roy WOOD 
and John WOOD? 

A. No, they  were i n  d i f f e r e n t  platoons.  

Q *  John WOOD maybe was i n  the  second platoon? 

A. I t h ink  so ,  

Q *  One o f  them was k i l l e d  l a t e r  on. Do you remember 
which one it was? . 
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A. It w a s  John WOOD. 

Q. You know, M r .  KYE, we've had people,  most of t h e  
members of t h e  1st Platoon, here  t o  t a l k  t o  us ,  and most of 
them t e l l  us t h a t  t h e  platoon went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g  
as it went, M-16's, M-60's and except  f o r  ga the r ing  up some 
people and sending them forward, they  k i l l e d  everybody they  
came ac ross ,  a l l  of t h e  Vietnamese people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  babies .  They ran people o u t  o f  hootches,  
they threw grenades i n  hootches,  k i l l e d  people,  and threw 
grenades i n t o  bunkers where people were. There was a p lace  
on t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where 10 o r  15 
people were k i l l e d  i n  a group. There were two f a i r l y  l a r g e  
groups of people taken up t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  One group w a s  sho t  a long t h e  t r a i l  and another  
group taken t o  a d i t c h  ou t s ide  t h e  hamlet ,  60 o r  6 5  people,  
and they were a l l  s h o t  and k i l l e d .  Did you s e e  any of t h i s ?  

A. No. When we d id  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g ,  o f  
course,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a whole bunch of people sho t  down, I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s .  

Q How many d e a d  people d i d  you see?  .. . 

A. Two o r  thr,ee. Except f o r  a lady I seen ,  she was 
s h o t  i n  t h e  knee. That is  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I seen.  I 
imagine more was going on around t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s ee .  

Q I guess you s e t  some s o r t  of record ,  because you
have seen l e s s  than anybody t h a t ' s  been here  from your p la toon.  

A. T h a t ' s  what I seen ,  and t h a t  ' s  what I remerrber. 

Q. Except t h e r e  were one o r  two who wouldn't  t e l l  us 
anything, and they brouqht t h e i r  lawyers along and wouldn't  
t a l k  a t  a l l .  Were you aware t h a t  a g r e a t  many c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  t h a t  day i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yes, I am. 

Q How d i d  you come t o  know t h i s ?  

A. Well, when we got  back, somebody s a i d  they had 
about 150 k i l l e d ,  and a l l  I could t h i n k  of was c i v i l i a n s .  
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Q .  DO you remember being taken back by h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  

Q e  Well, t h e  opera t ion
day. I t  s t a r t e d  ou t  16 March, 
t h e  company w a s  l i f t e d  back t o  
d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  though? 

a c t u a l l y  ended on t h e  t h i r d  
and t h e  af te rnoon of  1 8  March 
Landing Zone Dot t i e .  You 

A. No. 

Q Do you remember people being s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  
opera t ion  ended when it d i d ,  t h a t  you went back i n  a f t e r  
only 3 days? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember it, r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  
remember. I probably was s u r p r i s e d ,  

Q Did t h e  company go o u t  q u i t e  o f t e n  and s t a y  maybe 
a week o r  10 days a t  a t i m e ,  2 weeks? 

A. Yes. W e  u sua l ly  s tayed out  about 2 weeks. 

Q We had a--.I guess yes terday ,  t h e  aidman of  t h e  
2d Platoon t o l d  us he thought you were going t o  be o u t  2 weeks 
t h i s  t ime,  and he took along e x t r a  s u p p l i e s ,  and he was 
s u r p r i s e d  t o  go back i n  a f t e r  only 3 days. 

Well, t h e  company w a s  taken o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and 
went t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e  on t h e  af ternoon o f  t h e  18  March. 
Do you remember a bunch of you being met by a co lone l  named 
HENDERSON, who asked you ques t ions  about what happened at 
My Lai? Do you remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I don't .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being  made about what happened a t  My Lai  (4)  t h a t  morning 
of t h e  16th?  

A. No. 

Q Did anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you and say  they  were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ?  

A. Well, somebody s a i d  they might i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 
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Q* Who w a s  th.at  , one of your f r i e n d s ?  

A. yes. 

Q .* why do you suppose they  s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. . Well, 150 people being k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,
t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody b u t  c i v i l i a n s .  I guess they  had t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  it, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did anybody ever  t e l l  you no t  t o  t a l k  about what 
happened t h a t  morning a t  My Lai (.4)? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  t a l k  going around, b u t  
I d o n ' t  know what they  s a i d  -- no t  t o  d i s c u s s  it. They w e r e  
f r i e n d s  of mine. 

Q A f r i e n d  of yours? 

{The wi tness  nods his head i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

Captain MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  he c a l l e d  t h e  company 
together  a s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  My Lai ( 4 )  and s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and it would be b e t t e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  
about it t o  anybody while  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is going on except  
t o  t a l k  t o  the i n v e s t i g a t o r  maybe, Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  he probably s a i d  it, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. M r .  KYE, can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  about what 
happened t h a t  day a t  My Lai (41 t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  
us t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  our inqu i ry?  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
toge the r  t h e  f a c t s  and d iscover  j u s t  what happened t h e r e  
t h a t  day and what i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were made and whether t h e r e  
was a coverup t o  keep people from l e a r n i n g  a5out t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
We would apprec ia te  knowing of anything you can th ink  of t h a t  
may he lp  us .  

A.  That 's about a l l  I can th ink  o f .  

Q. You know, this happened almost 2 yea r s  ago now, 
and it wasn ' t  u n t i l  Apr i l  of 1969 t h a t  word of a l l  of t h e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  reached t h e  Department of t h e  
Army. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  here  i n  Washington l a t e r  i n  
Apr i l  of 1 9 6 9  and have gone on e v e r  s i n c e ,  bu t  it was about 
13 months a f t e r  it happened before  anyone back h e r e  knew 
about it. So a l o t  of people t h i n k  it w a s  a coverup, you 
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know, t h a t  it was d e l i b e r a t e l y  kep t  q u i e t .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  
about you, I ' m  not  t a l k i n g  about t h e  men i n  t h e  company s o  
much. There have been a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  on up t h e  
l i n e  kep t  q u i e t  about what was going on. Did it ever  s t r i k e  
you t h i s  way, t h a t  it was s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  of My Lai  
never go t  .out?  

A. I guess it was. You know, 150 Vietnamese people 
were sho t .  

Q. ~twas very unusual. 

When d i d  you n o t i c e  t h e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  paper 
about i t ?  I th ink  it s t a r t e d  i n  November of 1969? Did t h i s  
b r i n g  it back t o  mind then? 

A. Yes, I seen Captain MEDINA on TV. 

Q Did you s e e  h i m  t o  t a l k  t o  o r  j u s t  on TV? 

A. I j u s t  seen  it on TV. . 
Q mat kind of man was Captain MEDINA? 

A. H e  was all r i g h t ,  you know. Well, h e ' d  see to  
his men. He w a s  a good c a p t a i n ,  and he didn ' t  put  us i n  no 
a r e a  t h a t  we thought w e  wasn ' t  going t o  make it o u t .  

Q How about Lieutenant  CALLEY? What kind of an 
o f f i c e r  was he? 

A. I guess he w a s  a good o f f i c e r  by h i s  o rde r s  and 
everything.  

Q . Can you t h i n k  of  anything e l s e ,  M r .  KYE? 

A. No. 

Q We apprec ia te  your coming i n  here  t o  t a l k  t o  us. 
I know i t ' s  been a l o t  of t roub le  t o  you t a k i n g  t i m e  wi th  
t h e  bad weather. I hope you g e t  home and I thank you very 
mu,.h for coming i n .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  he recessed.  

(-The hear ing  recessed a t  1446 hours ,  7 January 
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CAFE CP TXSTIMCKY: 3 J n ; ~ ~ : z r y2272 

PLACE OF TESTIMCNY: T z z t a g o ~  

COUNSEL: Mone 

. . instru2t-snkJh . i le ,  i n  Maga;~, 3,EX ; ; c c ~ ~ - J e . ~  
t5e c a p t n r e  and secur inq e2 pr fssners  at a sL~ulatedVC 
- - - 7 7 - - - (pg.  2 1 )  . rr - ----,,,,;1 n- i---r:n:nrr T i ;  

I ~ ~ ~ 
;?-, n + n = ~  

V ~ I ~ C L ~ ~ rr= V L U  l,V c - L ~ ~ ~ -rrU.l.~ cn . 

t h e  handl ing  sf either P W t s  or r;i_;n,:ombai;;;..;ICs ~2ndwas  i s s u e d  
no c a r d s  cove r ing  t h e s e  tcpirs { sg ,  221 , However, immediately 
zfter t h e  co;npanyPs 2rrivaP 2 2  W i s t c a m ,  Capta in  KEDINA 
t o l d  the company of the need 2o g z i n  t h e  good will. of %he 
Vietnamese pecp le  (pg.  1 9 )  , 

CI 
L rn PmfJPEMTEONAL PLZJJS $$jD EXIEF"JNGS, 

LEE did not reca l l  a memorial service  p r i o r  to-h4ZCINA's b r i e f i n g  (pg .  $1 . ~ssentially,Y I D I N A  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  people  of My L a i  were either VC or VC sympathizers  
and t h a t  t h e  company should  be on guard a g a i n s t  boobytraps  
(PSI. 3)  . Nothing w a s  sa id  about  bzrning houses (pg. 4 )  . 

blEDHNA d i d  s a y  something ai=sut g e t t i n g  even for t h e  mine- 
f i e i d  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 51. The men w e r e  apprehensive a f t e r  
t h e  briefing, b u t  some were anx iom t o  g e t  even (pgs. 4,5) . 
Lieu tenan t  CALLEY d i d  n o t  b r i e f  t h e  pla toor ,  (pg. 4 )  . 

. z  Movement i n t u  t h e  

LE3 secallsd f i r i n g  Sy t h e  doorgunners a s  h e  
came i n  on t he  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg .  9 4 ) .  The LZ was 200 t o  250 
meters f r o m  the  v i l l a g e  [pg. 25)  , LEE accompanied t h e  
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p latoon se rgean t ,  Sergeant  CBWAN, and they moved on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  p la toon which was assigned t h e  r i g h t  
f l ank  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 7, 8 ) .  They s t ayed  on t h e  main 
t r a i l  t h a t  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  75% of t h e  time 
(pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  Sergeants  BACON or  

MITCHELL (pg. 2 7 )  , o r  ,any o f f i c e r s  o t h e r  than  CALLEY , whom he 
observed on f i r s t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) .  The p la toon 
en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  with a g r e a t  d e a l  of  f i r i n g  (pg,  6 ) ,  
bu t  received no h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg. 6 ) .  LEE was never c a l l e d  
upon t o  g ive  f i r s t  a i d  t o  anyone (pg. 9 ) .  He observed some 
bodies  on e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 7 ) ,  and es t imated  he 
s a w  50-60 bodies  of men, women, and c h i l d r e n  a s  he moved 
t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 8 ,  113 , Some of t h e s e  bodies  
were mut i l a t ed  (pg. 7)  . 

'b, Act ions  of t h e  p la toon,  

A s  t he  pS,atocn moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  men 
ki.l.lei! everyone and everyth ing  around (pg, 6 )  . The men 
were w i l d  and ungovernable and COWAN, who could n o t  have 
control l -ed t h e  group even i f  he had attempted t o  do s o ,  
agreed wi th  LEE t h a t  t h e r e  was no need f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  
( ~ 4 s .? r  1 3 ) .  Perhaps &even members of t h e  platoon--were doing 
t h e  a c t u a l  k i l l i n g  (pgs.  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  Some of t h e  men walked i n t o  
pecp3.e% 5,omes and ki.l.ied them t h e r e  (pg. 8)  , He saw f o u r  
Q r  five persn rs  k i l l 4  in a group (pg. 8). LEE saw t h e  
gunship l i f t  sut some of t h e  noncombatants (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
did, r~:lr?see a d i t c h .  w i t h ,  bodies  i n  i t ,  nor d i d  he s e e  
c i v i l i a n s  rounded up and move2 ahead (pg. 91)).About t h r e e  
quarters of t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he heard t h a t  an , 

ort?e.s >.ad.come frox:, MEDINA tc s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pgs.  9 ,  10 ,  
1 1 

L.- 2 7 \  . .4.fi7.1;~.h e  5.a.d pa.ssed. through t h e  v i l l a g e  ,he looked 
ba&k a d .  saw t h a t  some of t h e  hootzheswere burning (pg. 11). 

e. Further act ion.  

The eoinpany he ld  up f o r  about an hour and a h a l f  
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  moved t o  i t s  
l aager  p o s i t i o n  approximately 800 t o  1000 meters from t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs. 2 9 ,  31) . LEE knew nothing about two VC 
suspects  be ing  k i l i e d  t h e r e  by t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  (pg. 129. 
On t h e  nex t  day, t h e  p la toon had a mission on H i l l  85 where 
MEADLO vas  wounded (pg, 1 5 ) .  While wa i t ing  t o  be medevac'd 
MEADLO t o l d  CALLEY again and again t h a t  CALLEY would pay 
some day f o r  what he had made him do (pg. 20) .  
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4 ,  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

LEE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  when t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  i 8 t h  (pg.  15) 
and knew no th ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg - 1 6 ) .  H e  was 
n o t  t o l d  by MEDINA o r  anyone e l s e  t c  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  
i ~ c i d e n t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know why it was n o t  repor ted  
(pg- 18)  . 
5, OTHER INFOREATION. 

a. LZE" assessment  of MEDINA. 

LEE: thought MEDINA was a good s f f i e e z  and 
r e s p e c t e d  him (pg. 11). However, t h e  men wers on t h e i r  
cwn on t h e  1 6 t h  and MEDINA d i d  n o t  have c o n t r o l  over  them 

11). LEE bel ieved it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  i n  (PY. . 
- 0 1 .  ... r ~ q i j- WFth>cyf_? J z n T r J R L  t - -nr; . ,r !g~3r;e;  !n . I --,,i., - 2 a ;.-I,h.g~sqc,-~?n_n_ 

L I d 
4 - , # - A -

h .  C Company's t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i ~ n s  p r i o r  t o  My L a i ,  

& - P t h ~ u g hLEE had heard  a b ~ u t  women be ing  raped by 
t k c e  men o f  C Company, he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  C Sompany q e n e r a i l y  
t r sa te~ jri_xr_i 7 ians p r e t t y  w e 1  ( P ~ S  3 R; 1 9  

c. U s e  of mar i juana .  

4 Scw of the men used narijuanz, but it w a s  nst 
a big problem w i t h i n  t h e  company (pg. 16). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1324 hours ,  3 
January 1970 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, M A J  ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Robert  J .  LEE. 

(MR LEE was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

S t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence ,  
p l e a s e .  

A. Robert  James LEE, 1801 W.  Sunnyview Road, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. I work a t  a  mental  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1325 hour s ,  3 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1327 hour s ,  3  January 
1970 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

M r .  LEE, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  determing f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of  
in format ion  by any person who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  o r  f u r n i s h  
in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Now, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, we a r e  n o t  concerned wi th  es-
t a b l i s h i n g  c u l p a b i l i t y  f o r  any th ing  t h a t  may have been done 
t h a t  was wrong. 
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We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  i n t o  t h e  My Lai inc iden t .  For example, we have your  
s ta tement  which you gave t o  t h e  C I D  agent.  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  notes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  testimony 
being given before  us o r  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a 
mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  r eques t  t h a t  you n o t  d iscuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s y o u  may be requi red  t o  do 
s o  before  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
bodies .  

A r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  orders  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of  t h e  United S ta tes ,  v. Calley? 

No, sir.  

Q Have you rece ived  a l e t t e r  from t h e  t r i a l  counsel? 

A. Oh, yes, sir .  

Q. I n  t h i s  event  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  i s sued  
by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  
I want t o  av i se  you t h a t  your appearance here  d o e s n ' t  i n  any 
way change the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  By t h e  
same token Judge KENNEDY has ind ica ted  t h a t  it i s  no t  a g a i n s t  
h i s  order  f o r  you t o  t e s t i f y  before  us. 

Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No. 

Q M r .  LEE, I understand t h a t  you were i n  t h e  Army 
on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, I w a s ,  sir. 

Q - When were you discharged? 
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A. I w a s  discharged 2 1  November 1969. 

Q e  On 16 March 1968, what was your duty
assignment? 

A. I w a s  ass igned t o  C/1/20 a s  a medic. 

9- What platoon? 

A. I was a t t ached  t o  the  1st Platoon. 

Q l Were you a c t u a l l y  a member of Char l i e  Company o r  
were you a t tached?  

A. I had been a t tached from headquarters  t o  Char l i e  
Company which probably would make me a member of it. 

Q. A t  t h i s  time was C/1/20 p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 
9, 

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  
on t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  day p r i o r ,  i n  t h e  evening. 

Q - Was t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company by Captain
MEDINA? 

A. Yes, it was. The evening before .  H e  had a s h o r t  
b r i e f i n g .  The whole thing.  

Q Can you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
con~pany? 

* 
A. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly ,  b u t  it went s o r t  of t h a t  
we were going t o  go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and on up i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
the  next  morning, and he s a i d  t h e  people i n  t h e r e  were kind 
of VC and VC sympathizers--suspects and t o  use precaut ion  and 
watch everyth ing  f o r  booby t r a p s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  T h a t ' s  
about a l l  I can remember r i g h t  now, sir.  

Q. Was anything s a i d  about t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
.v i l l age?  

A. Such a s ,  s i r ?  

APP T-59 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - Well, you d i d  mention t h a t ,  I th ink  you s a i d  t h e  
people t h e r e  were e i t h e r  VC o r  VC sympathizers? 

A. T h a t ' s  about a l l  t h a t  I knew i s  what he s a i d  t h a t  
n igh t :  t h a t  they  were VC o r  VC sympathizers.  

Q. Did he say anything about burning t h e  houses? 

A. N;, n o t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  n igh t  before .  

Q - You were a t t ached  t o  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

" Q. Did Lieutenant  CALLEY b r i e f  t h e  p la toon a f t e r -
wards? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q e  Before t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  do you remember whether a 
memorial s e r v i c e  was he ld  f o r  t h e  company? 

A. I do n o t  remember. 

Q - What was t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  men i n  t h e  company 
a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Were they apprehensive o r  w e r e  they ready f o r  a 
b i g  f i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they were s o r t  of apprehensive and 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  The reason t h a t  I say t h i s  i s  because we had 
gone i n  t h e r e  before  and g o t  f i r e d  a t  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  
I th ink  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason why they would be a l i t t l e  appre-
hensive.  

Q Were you wi th  t h e  company a few weeks be fo re ,  when 
they ran  i n t o  a minef ie ld  and s u f f e r e d  some c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was. o. --

Q. YOU were out  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time? 

A.  Yes, sir. 
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Q- Do you recal l  how many c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  company 
took then? 

A. S i x t e e n ,  sir.  

Q e  
 Some k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
t h r e e  were k i l l e d .  

Q e  
 Did t h i s  p l ay  any p a r t  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
t h e  company t o  a t t a c k  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h e  nex t  day? Was t h e r e  
any t a l k  about  g e t t i n g  even wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong f o r  t h a t ?  I 
ask you t h i s  because some wi tnesses -  have t o l d  us t h i s .  I ' d  
a p p r e c i a t e  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  w a s  such a s t a t emen t .  

Q- Was t h i s  by Capta in  MEDINA o r  somebody else i n  
t h e  company? 

A. Thi s  w a s  s t a t e d  by Captain  MEDINA. 

Q *  Did t h e  men have an a t t i t u d e  of want ing t o  go i n  
t h e r e  and want ing t o  g e t  even? I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  
your mouth, i n  your  t es t imony,  b u t  some w i t n e s s e s  have s a i d  
t h i s ,  and I would l i k e  t o  have your  thought  on i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it d i d  have some e f f e c t  on maybe some 
of them, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it would on a l l  of them. Myself ,  
I never  looked a t  it t h a t  way. 

Q. L e t 's move t o  t h e  nex t  day now, t o  t h e  16 th .  
You were l i f t e d  i n  wi th  o t h e r  members of t h e  company i n t o  
t he  l and ing  zone west  of My L a i ( 4 )  as w e  unders tand.  
The miss ion of t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  was t o  move through 
t h e  hamlet  t o  t h e  e a s t .  W i l l  you d e s c r i b e  what you d i d  and 
saw r i g h t  a t  f i r s t  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. A f t e r  I g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  I moved forward 
a  ways and g o t  down and wa i t ed  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company-- 
n o t  company b u t  p l a toon  t o  g e t  on l i n e  a s  w e  s t a r t e d  forward. 
Then t h e r e  was--somebody j u s t  s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g ,  and then  I 
saw somebody jump up on t h e  s i d e .  I f i r e d  one s h o t .  I 
d i d n ' t  h i t  him b u t  somebody s h o t  him a f t e r  t h a t .  I f i r e d  
one more s h o t  l a t e r  on and t h a t  w a s  a t  somebody running.  
A f t e r  t h i s  I d i d n ' t  know what it a l l  w a s  abou t ,  s o  I j u s t  
q u i t .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  see it a f t e r  I saw what w a s  t a k i n g  
p l ace .  
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Q Before we g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  I show you a l a r g e  a e r i a l  
photograph of t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y  and 
a s e c t i o n  of a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map, which has been introduced 
a s  MAP-4, which shows t h e  corresponding v i c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  
Looking a t  the  a e r i a l  photograph i n  f r o n t  of you (Exh ib i t  P-1), 
do you recognize t h e  a r e a  where the  1st Platoon formed up a f t e r  
it w a s  l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  landing zone? 

A. We w e r e  t h e  r i g h t  f l ank ,  which would probably be 
this h a l f  here .  

Q would you l i k e  t o  mark t h e  1st Pla toon ' s  s e c t o r ?  

A. Right about i n  he re ,  h a l f  of it moving t o  t h e  
east. (Witness marks on Exhibi t  P-1, which i s  l a t e r  received 
i n  evidence with annota t ions  a s  Exhib i t  P-135.) 

Q I n i t i a l l y ,  d i d  your platoon rece ive  h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Did you ever  r ece ive  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  s i r .  

Q When t h e  platoon s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  hamlet how d i d  
i t  opera te?  Did it go i n  by reconnaissance by f i r e ,  o r  d i d  
t h e  men f i r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  wnen they had a t a r g e t ?  How d i d  
it work? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was f i r e ,a s  they had t a r g e t s .  

Q Was t h e r e  a g r e a t  d e a l  of f i r ing .?  

A.  Yes, t h e r e  was, sir. 

Q Well, would you j u s t  t e l l  us what happened, what 
you saw? What occurred as you moved i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  with the.  
1st Platoon? 

A. A s  we moved i n  m y  team was--they w e r e  j u s t  k i l l -
ing  j u s t  about everybody and anything t h a t  was around. Animals, 
people,  and everyth ing  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I just 
cou ldn ' t  go f o r  it myself s o  I walked, j u s t  walked through 
it, through t h e  middle. 

Q Where would you normally be as  an aidman? 
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A. With the--

Q m  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you s t a y  w i t h  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
,section? 

A. Y e s ,  w i t h  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  u s u a l l y .  

Q. That  w a s  Sergeant  COWAN? 

A. COWAN, y e s ,  sir. 1 
-. 

Q- On t h i s  day d i d  you s t a y  w i t h  Se rgean t  COWAN? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d ,  sir.  

Q. Could you d e s c r i b e  i n  more d e t a i l  what you saw 
when you moved through t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can 
remember? I t a k e  it when you s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  s h o o t i n g  a l l  
t h e  people  you meant Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  t h e  town? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. There w a s  t h a t ,  and t h e  animals  t h a t  
were i n  t h i s  a r e a  were be ing  k i l l e d  a l s o .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
a need f o r  any of t h i s  even though we had l o s t  some of  o u r  
b e s t  f r i e n d s  and eve ry th ing .  I c o u l d n ' t  see it. This  w a s  
n o t  going t o  b r i n g  them back o r  pay f o r  something. 

Q. Did Se rqean t  COWAN say  anyth ing  t o  you a s  you 
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  he  s a i d ,  as w e  moved through it, he couldn I t  

s e e  any need f o r  it e i t h e r .  We j u s t  walked a long ,  he and I .  

Q- Could you t e l l  us some p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  t h a t  you 
saw? Descr ibe  what you s a w  a s  you went through? For example, 
we  have had o t h e r  w i tnes ses  t e l l  us t h a t  t hey  saw people  
be ing  pushed down i n t o  r o o t  cellars and somebody would throw 
a grenade i n .  Other people  s a i d ,  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  s a i d  t h a t  
men would check o u t  bunkers ,  and i f  t h e  people  wouldn ' t  come 
o u t  t hey  would throw a grenade i n ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  
W e  have had tes t imony t h a t  i n  one case a man w a s  k i l l e d  and 
thrown i n t o  a  w e l l .  Other  t es t imony t h a t  groups o f  people  
were herded t o g e t h e r  and t h e n  s h o t  down. Did you s e e  any 
th ings  l i k e  t h i s  s o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them a c t u a l l y  doing t h i s ,  I 
had seen  evidence o f  such though,  such a s  bod ie s  t h a t  w e r e  
badly  m u t i l a t e d .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  I ' d  s een  a  man i n  a 
w e l l  o r  no t .  I keep t h i n k i n g  something about  a w e l l  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know what it is. 
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Q - Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  you j u s t  walked a l l  
t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. ~ u s twalked s t r a i g h t  through, sir. 

Q Did you see people  a c t u a l l y  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  could you desc r ibe  t h i s ?  

A. AS w e  f i r s t  e n t e r e d ,  I can remember some of  the 
men going r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  houses and shoot ing  some of t h e  
people  r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  houses and leaving  them and moving 
through. I seen  j u s t  once a group of about f o u r  o r  f i v e  
t h a t  had been s h o t  r i g h t  i n  a group t h e r e  a s  such. Outs ide 
of t h i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  bodies  a l l  over  and animals. T h a t ' s  
about a l l .  

Q - Would you e s t i m a t e  about how many dead c i v i l i a n s  
you saw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Myself,  I saw a t  l e a s t  50 o r  60 a s  I walked. 
through. 

Q Could you t e l l  us  what sex they w e r e  and what 
age? J u s t  an e s t ima te .  

A. They w e r e  , you might say  men, women, and ch i ld ren .  
They w e r e  of a l l  ages and both sexes .  

Q . Could you j u s t  t r a c e  approximately your p a t h
through t h e  hamlet from t h e  p o i n t  where you en te red?  

A. I couldn 't say f o r  exac t .  

Q - W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  your p la toon  was concerned, do 
you remember i f  you were on t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  o r  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ?  

A. The r i g h t  f l a n k ,  s ir ,  yes .  A s  you look a t  it 
going t o  t h e  e a s t .  

Q You wou ld  have been along,  g e n e r a l l y ,  the southern  
s e c t o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  A s  I can remember, t h e r e  was s o r t  o f  
a l i t t l e  pa th .  Sergeant  COWAN and I, w e  bo th  g o t  on it and 
j u s t  followed t h e  path.  
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Q *  A s  you moved through My L a i ( 4 )  d i d  you s e e  any 
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. When we f i r s t  landed and f i r s t  en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e
I saw Lieutenant  CALLEY a t  t h e  time. Af ter  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  I d i d  sot see him any more, and t h a t  i s  the only o f f i c e r  
I remember seeing.  

Q *  A s  an aidman were you c a l l e d  on t o  g ive  f i r s t  
a i d  t o  anybody? 

A. No, I was not .  There was somebody, though, t h a t  
had been wounded. 

Q. This  was CARTER probably. 

A. CARTER, yes ,  s i r .  He was from my pla toon,  b u t  I 
had no knowledge t h a t  he had go t t en  wounded. I b e l i e v e  
GARZA happened t o  be c l o s e  by when it happened, patched him 
up o r  f ixed  h i m  up. 

Q - A s  you moved through t h e  hamlet d i d  you observe 
any Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  being rounded up and moved ahead? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see  anything l i k e  t h i s ,  no, sir.  

Q- Did you l a t e r  observe a d i t c h  with a number of 
bodies i n  i t ?  

A. No, I d id  n o t ,  sir.  I have heard of such,  b u t  I 
have never seen it. 

Q - Did you hear  an o rde r  o r  the  word being passed 
during the  morning t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q Would you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A. I t  was from Captain MEDINA I be l i eve .  He came 
i n  when he saw what w a s  going on and t o l d  them t o  s t o p  t h i s .  
That i s  a l l  I can remember. This  was l a t e r  on i n  the  morning 
though. 

Q Was it toward noon you say o r  1 0  o 'c lock .  The 
i n i t i a l  landing  was around 7:30. W e  have had one wi tness  
today who p u t  t h i s  around 10 o ' c lock .  
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A. I would say 9 o r  10. I t  w a s  Captain  MEDINA 
who s a i d  t o  s t o p  t h i s .  

Q - Now, t h i s  could be ve ry  important .  Could you
e x p l a i n  why you say  it was Captain  MEDINA who d i d  t h i s ?  

A. N o .  

Q - Did you a c t u a l l y  h e a r  him? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  hea r  him, s i r ,  b u t  I hea rd  
o t h e r s  s ay ing  t h a t  he had s a i d  t h i s ,  t o  s t o p  and q u i t  t h i s .  

Q. The word was passed on? 

A. ~twas passed on, r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY g i v e  such an  
o r d e r ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  him p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  he might have 
a t  some t i m e .  I do n o t  know. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know? 

A. I do n o t  know, sir. 

Q - Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  morning, 
f o r  example, from Task Force Barker o r  b r igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d  no t .  I seen  t h e r e  was a gunship come 
i n  and landed and took some people  o u t ;  and t h e r e  was a l s o  an 
obse rva t ion  p l ane ,  I b e l i e v e  it was, come i n .  

Q. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he landed and took o f f  a l s o .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Could you d e s c r i b e  those  i n s t a n c e s  
t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A.  They d id  n o t  l and  anywhere nea r  where I was, b u t  
I could see them i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  come down and l and ,  bo th  
of t h e s e  p l anes .  Now, t h e  gunship I d i d  see t a k e  about  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  people ,  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  and pu t  them on; b u t  the 
obse rva t ion  p l ane  landed l i k e  behind a hedgerow, and I could  
n o t  observe what was going on t h e r e .  
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Q. We'll  ask you a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on t o  g e t  wi th  
colonel  WILSON, and w e ' l l  go over  some photographs and see  
i f  perhaps you can l o c a t e  those p laces  on t h e  map where t h a t  
happened. What kind of q f f i c e r  w a s  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I be l i eve  he was a very good o f f i c e r .  I respected  
him. 

Q- Do you th ink  he had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company t h a t  
morning i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d id .  
I th ink  they were j u s t  s o r t  of on t h e i r  own. 

Q. Well, you saw a good many of t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  hamlet. Was t h i s  t h e  impression t h a t  you got?  

A. Yes. 

Q- Could a l l  of t h i s  k i l l i n g  go on without  Captain 
MEDINA 's knowledge? 

A. I be l i eve  it could have because he had come i n  
l a t e r .  Like the  f i r s t  sh ips  landed and they  s t a r t e d ,  and then 
he came i n  wi th  h i s  headquarters.  group. I b e l i e v e  it was 
the  3d Platoon. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e  on t h a t .  

Q. Did you s e e  any burning of houses and hootches? 

A.  I seen it i n  a d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  r i g h t  i n  
the v i i l a g e  a t  t h e  time. 

Q This  w a s  a f t e r  you had gone through? 

A .  Afte r  we had gone through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did I ask you i f  you could es t ima te  t h e  number 
of dead c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. Yes, sir. I had s a i d  50 t o  60 t h a t  I had 
seen. 

Q. Can you remember what your p la toon d i d  t h e  r e s t  
of the  day t h e  16 th ,  a f t e r  you went through My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I be l i eve  we moved on up towards P i n k v i l l e  and 
found a p lace  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  
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Q. Do you remember a cemetery o r  a graveyard nearby, 
where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

A.. No, I do no t .  

Q - .That  a f te rnoon d id  you s e e  any National  Po l i ce?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were some. 

Q - W e  have some evidence t h a t  they i n t e r r o g a t e d  some 
VC suspec t s ,  and they perhaps k i l l e d  two of them. Do you know 
anything about t h i s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir. 

Q - Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any, sir. 

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

a- Captain MICHLES of B/4/3? 

A. No, I don 't know him. 

COL FRANKLIN: You were back t h e r e  with Sergeant  COWAN? You 
s a i d  t h a t  Sergeant  C O \ W  saw no need f o r  a l l  t h i s  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did Sergeant  COWAN do anything about i t ?  He w a s  
pla toon se rgean t ,  wasn ' t  he? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he d i d  o r  not .  I can remem-
b e r  him saying a s  we walked along t h a t  t h e r e  was j u s t  no need 
f ~ rt h a t .  

Q D i d  you have the  thought t h a t  he could s t o p  i t ?  

A. I never had t h e  thought t h a t  he could,  no. 

Q Why no t?  

A. ~t was j u s t  s o  o u t  of hand, sir,  t h e  whole thing.  

Q What do you mean out  of hand? 
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A. The men going through there, l i k e  he had no c o n t r o l  
over  them 

Q- Were they  wi ld?  

A. You could ca l l  it w i l d ,  y e s ,  

a- When Captain MEDINA s a i d  s t o p ,  d i d  they  s t o p  then? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any more going on a f t e r  you heard 
the word from Captain  MEDINA t o  s t o p ?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  it a c t u a l l y ,  sir. I 
heard  a s  it was passed down. 

Qm When t h e  word was passed down d i d  t h e  shoo t ing  
s top?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  because I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  what t ime it was passed.  

Q- Were you mostly through t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h e  word 
came, o r  halfway through? 

A. I ' d  say w e  were p r e t t y  w e l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you s e e  any l i v e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  w e r e  passed
by, t h a t  t h e  t roops  passed by and d i d n ' t  k i l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  and they  w e r e  going,  s i r ,  back,  
s t r a i g h t  back through t h e  v i l l a g e .  A l o t  of  them w e r e  send-
i n g  them back. A l o t  of  men c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h i s .  They were 
sending them back through t h e  v i l l a g e  where w e  had a l r eady  
come through. 

Q. Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  
men i n  C Company were p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  say a ma jo r i ty .  Ta be  e x a c t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
say t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a l l  of them f e l t  a 
need f o r  t h i s .  

Q. Your f e e l i n g  when you f i r s t  saw t h i s :  d i d  you 
s o r t  of expec t  t h i s ,  o r  was t h e r e  a f e e l i n g  of s u r p r i s e ,  o r  
what was t h i s  f e e l i n g ?  
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A. s u r p r i s e ,  sir. I j u s t  cou ldn ' t  b e l i e v e  it. , 

Q you h a d n ' t  been prepared f o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Not myself ,  no. 

MR WEST: You had been on ope ra t ions  be fo re?  

A. Y e s ,  I had,  sir. 

Q. How long? 

A. I g o t  i n  country on 1 December and worked 
wi th  Char l i e  Company on ope ra t ions  up u n t i l  t h a t  da t e .  I was 
wi th  them u n t i l  June,  I b e l i e v e ,  of t h a t  year .  Then I be-
came s i c k  and h o s p i t a l i z e d .  

cOL WILSON: I would l i k e  t o  pursue t h a t  ques t ion ing  about 
numbers of people p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  I n  t h e  1st P la toon ,  what 
p ropor t ion  of t h e  1st Platoon a c t u a l l y  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  
f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I mean e i t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  k i l l i n g  
people  o r  j u s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  f i r i n g .  A r e  we t a l k i n g  about 
a handful  of men o r  a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  about 50 p e r c e n t  of  
t h e  men o r  what? 

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say an exac t  number, b u t  I would 
s a y  a t  l e a s t  a handful--a good handful .  

Q - F ive ,  s i x ,  seven? 

Q. You w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Do you remember 
which a i r c r a f t  you w e r e  i n ?  

A. Do you mean l i k e  t h e i r  s e t u p ,  which one? No, 
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I know I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  though. 

Q Was your doorgunner f i r i n g  p r i o r  t o  landing?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they w e r e ,  both of  them. 

Q ~ o t hgunners? 

A. Yes, bo th  gunners,  I b e l i e v e ,  were f i r i n g .  
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MR WEST: Do you remember what t h e  company d i d  on t h e  next  
2 days, t h e  17th and t h e  18th? We were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  morn-
ing of t h e  17 th  t h e  1st Platoon had a mission up on H i l l  85. 
DO you remember a man named MEADLO s tepping  on a mine? 

A. Yes, s i r . '  I took c a r e  of him, sir. 

Q. Were you near  t o  him when he s tepped on t h e  mine? 

A. When it happened? No, I wasn ' t .  I was q u i t e  a 
d i s t ance  away. They c a l l e d  back, and I had t o  go over  t h a t  
d i s t ance  t o  g e t  him. 

Q* Do you remember what the  company d id  t h e  r e s t  of 
the  day now? They were supposed t o  have moved south  down 
t o  a r i v e r .  

A. Yes, they d id .  I remember t h a t .  

Q. Anything p a r t i c u l a r  happen t h a t  day? Did they 
encounter any VC o r  burn any v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what happened. I know 
we went up t h e  h i l l  and came Sack t h e  next  day, b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember anything a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q- We understand t h a t  t h e  company was l i f t e d  ou t  
the  next  day, the  18th ,  and taken back t o  Landing Zone 
Dot t ie .  Do you remember a f u l l  co lonel  meeting t h e  h e l i -
copter  and t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  men a t  t h a t  time, t o  t h e  
men of t h e  company? 

A. No, I do not .  

Q This was Colonel HENDERSON, t he  br igade  commander, 
who t o l d  us t h a t  when t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  he met some 
of t h e  men as  they  came i n  and t a l k e d  t o  them. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him. I d o n ' t  remember 
see ing  him. 

Q About t h i s  t ime, r i g h t  a f t e r  My Lai ( 4 )  , d i d  you 
hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted as  t o  
t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. You mean a f t e r  say t h e  next  week? 

Yes, t h e  next  few days of the  next  week. 

(LEE) 1 5  APP T-59 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  remember hear ing  anything about an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  sir. 

Q - Did anybody ever  come t o  you and say he was con-
duct ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and ask you about i t ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  n o t  u n t i l  about a month ago. 

Q Yes, I understand. Captain MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  
he re ,  and he t o l d  us ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t  upon My Lai  ( 4 )  
he c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on of what happened a t  My L a i ( 4 ) ;  , 

t h a t  it would be b e s t  f o r  them n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  
whi le  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. Do you remember any-
t h i n g  about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it happened. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Anybody ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  what 
happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. I j u s t  never t a lked  
about it s i n c e  it happened, myself. 

Q • I n  November t h e r e  were newspaper s t o r i e s  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  some members of Char l ie  Company may have been 
under the  in f luence  of marijuana t h a t  morning i n  My Lai.  Do 
you know anything of t h i s ?  

A.  No. 

Q .  Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  t h e  company t o  
your knowledge? 

A. There were a few I th ink  t h a t  were using it, but 
a s  f a r  as  a  b i g  problem, no. 

Q Af te r  t h i s ,  a s  long a s  you were with Char l ie  Com-
pany ,  what kind of assignments d i d  they draw? Did they have 
any more missions l i k e  t h e  one i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A ,  ?o you mean as  an a s s a u l t  p la toon o r  company? 

9 .  Yes, search  and des t roy  and t h a t  k i n d , o f  thing.  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were any more missions l i k e  
t ha t .  There might have been. W e  were s e n t  nor th  f o r  a while.  
I rememb~rt h a t .  Whether we d i d  any t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 
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Q* L e t  m e  p u t  it t h i s  way: were t h e  miss ions  a f t e r  
L:i(4) about  t h e  same t h a t  t hey  had been b e f o r e ?  No 

r e a l  change? 

A. No, you might s ay  they  were j u s t  about  t h e  same. 

Q* I want t o  ask you some g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  now,
Mr. LEE, that c a l l  f o r  an op in ion .  What do you t h i n k  about  
MY Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h e r e  t h a t  day. What 
do you t h i n k  r e a l l y  happened? 

A. You mean what would I c a l l  i t ?  

Q- Yes, how would you c h a r a c t e r i z e  this. I t  w a s  an  
unusual  t h i n g .  Something t h a t  s u r p r i s e d  you and something 
t h a t  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  whole country .  What do you t h i n k  happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day? What was it about?  

A. I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  what caused it o r  what brought  
it about.  

Q There have been v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  sugges ted .  One, 
t h a t  t h e  men were ordered  t o  do t h i s  and t h i s  is  e x a c t l y  
what they  d i d ,  k i l l  everybody i n  s i g h t .  Other  people  s a i d  
t h a t  t he  men were worked up and were i n  a frame of mind 
you know, expec t ing  a ha rd  f i g h t ,  and went i n  s h o o t i n g  
and j u s t  k e p t  on shoo t ing  r e g a r d l e s s  of  who they  were k i l l -
ing.  Others  have t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  it was an a c t  of revenge 
because t h e  company l o s t  s o  many men i n  t h e  hands ,of  t h e  
V i e t  Cong, and t h e s e  people  i n  t h e  hamlet  w e r e  regarded  a s  
V i e t  Cong o r  V i e t  Cong sympathizers .  Others  have s a i d  
t h a t ,  w e l l ,  t h e  company j u s t  g o t  o u t  of  c o n t r o l .  How 
would you have thought  of i t ?  What do you a t t r i b u t e  it t o ?  

A.  W e  had been i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  and l o s t  some men. 
This might be  l i k e  you s a y ,  something of  a  ha rd  f i g h t ,  and 
they were expec t ing  something. A s  f a r  as knowing f o r  s u r e ,  
I don ' t know. 

Urn You have thought  about  it I guess?  

A. I t r y  n o t  t o ,  sir.  

Q. You a r e  a l s o  aware, I guess ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
d i d n ' t  become widely  known u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  and appa ren t ly  
it was n o t  r e p o r t e d  o f f i c i a l l y  o u t s i d e  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  Do you have any op in ion  as t o  why t h e  f a c t s  
were n o t  r epo r t ed?  
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A. I donft know why. 

Q Was t h e r e  any tendency on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  men 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about it because they were ashamed o r  because 
it was wrong? 

A. This  i s  why I wouldn ' t  t a l k  about it. I thought  
it w a s  wrong and something I j u s t  wanted t o  f o r g e t .  

Q - Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g ,  any impression,  i n  t h e  
company t h a t  they w e r e  n o t  supposed t o  t a l k  about  it and 
ordered  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. You mean a s  f a r  as 
somebody coming o u t  and say ing ,  "This i s  an o rde r .  Don1t 
t a l k  about  i t ? "  

(MR WEST nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y .  ) 

Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  Myself,  I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  want t o  remember o r  t a l k  about it. This  is b a s i -
c a l l y  why I d i d n lt. 

COL FRANKLIN: What was t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  of  your 
company towards t h e  Vietnamese people? 

You mean a s  f a r  a s  l i k i n g  them o r  h a t i n g  them? 

Q Yes, and t r e a t i n g  them, be fo re  and a f t e r .  

A. They were u s u a l l y  p r e t t y  good t o  them t h a t  
I can remember, up u n t i l  t h i s  one day. 

3 P r e t t y  good t o  them. Did you eve r  h e a r  about 
any women g e t t i n g  raped by Char l i e  Company? 

A. Yes, I d i d  h e a r  something about t h i s  a t  one 
t i m e .  This  was be fo re ,  I b e l i e v e .  

il Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  Vietnamese made t o  c a r r y  
t h e  2acks of t h e  Char l i e  Company s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  NO, I d i q  not .  

II. Did you eve r  see women s t r i p p e d  down to  be 
-e , rched and n o t  given t h e i r  c l o t h e s  back? 

$1 
No. 92:'1 
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A. I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q When you, as a s o l d i e r ,  were j u s t  around t a l k i n g ,
d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  anybozy t a l k  o r  d i d  you g e t  any i n s t r u c -
t i o n  about--did you eve r  h e a r  t h e  express ion  " h e a r t s  and 
minds" of t h e  people? Did you. ever  h e a r  t h a t  express ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did t h e  s o l d i e r s  e v e r  t a l k  about g e t t i n g  t h e  
goodwill of t h e  Vietnamese people s o  t h a t  they would t a k e  
~ m e r i c aover  t h e  VC? Was t h a t  k ind  of an i d e a  d i scussed  
o r  t a l k e d  about by anybody? 

A. Y e s ,  Captain MEDINA a t  one t i m e  t o l d  t h e  whole 
company t h a t  t h i s  i s  why w e  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  over  t h e r e ,  and 
t h i s  i s  j u s t  a f t e r  we f i r s t  go t  t h e r e .  H e  had mentioned 
something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Q- Do you th ink  most of t h e  s o l d i e r s  l i s t e n e d  o r  
do you t h i n k  most of them be l i eved  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  a ma jo r i ty  of them l i s t e n e d  and 
thought t h a t  our  mission was t o  t r y  and h e l p  them. 

Q. What d i d  you th ink?  

A. J u s t  what you say :  we w e r e  t h e r e  t o  t r y  t o  
he lp  them. 

8 .  Did you vo lun tee r  t o  be  a medic? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

CCL WILSON: Was CALLEY wounded when MEADLO was? 

A.  Y e s ,  he was. H e  had sma l l  p i e c e s  of s c r a p  
?.-tnl. from - the explos ion ,  as I can remember. 

d *  Was it necessary t o  t r e a t  him? 

A ,  I put  on some m e r t h i o l a t e  and p u l l e d  a couple 
~ u ' c  wi th a tweezers.  They were j u s t  s u r f a c e .  I p u l l e d  

rn c ~twi th  a tweezers and pu t  m e r t h i o l a t e  on them and 
to ld  him he should  go i n  and have it looked a t .  H e  would 
not,  and we went i n  t h e  nex t  day, and he went t o  t h e  d i s -
Fensary. I made s u r e  he go t  a s h o t  and had it taken  
.:arc of and cleaned ou t .  A s  f a r  a s  being evacuated i n ,  
he wouldn ' t  go. H e  s t ayed  ou t .  
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Q e  Did you no te  how c l o s e  he was t o  MEADLO when he 
was wounded? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I wasn ' t  nea r  him. 

Q Did MEADLO say anything unusual when he was 
be ing  evacuated? 

A. H e  k e p t  t e l l i n g  CALLEY t h a t  he would pay f o r  
whatever he had done and t h i n g s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  MEADLO 
was s o r t  of i n  shock t o o  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q • Do you a t t r i b u t e  what he s a i d  t o  shock? 

A. Probably h a l f  of it t o  it, because he had l o s t  
p r e t t y  much of h i s  f o o t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and it was b leed ing  
q u i t e  a l i t t l e .  

Q. What e x a c t l y  d i d  he say? 

A. W e l l ,  when I g o t  t h e r e  and wrapped h i s  f o o t  
w e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  and he k e p t  t e l l i n g  
CALLEY over  and over  aga in  t h a t  CALLEY would pay some 
day f o r  what he had made him do. That is what he k e p t  
r e p e a t i n g  over and ove r  again.  

Q - That CALLEY had made MEADLO do something? 

A. Y e s .  Now, a s  f a r  a s  what he had made him do, 
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

MR WEST: M r .  LEE, can you t h i n k  of anything i n  a d d i t i o n  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  ou r  
i n q u i r y ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything,  sir. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Af t e r  you l eave  us ,  i f  you should 
t h i n k  of anything else, run ac ross  any le t ters ,  n o t e s ,  
o r  maps t h a t  might add some l i g h t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  
w e  a r e  looking i n t o ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  hea r ing  from 
you. We thank you f o r  coming. W e  a r e  very g r a t e f u l .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1416 hours ,  3 
January 1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  3 
January 1970. ) 
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COL WILSON: I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you are 
s t i l l  under oa th .  

Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h e  photographs I have 
a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n i n g .  You w e r e  w i t h  t h e  
b r igade  when you were i n  Hawaii. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. , 

Q- Were you w i t h  C Company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Before  you l e f t  Hawaii were you g iven  any 
s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  Vietnam? 

A. I n  H a w a i i  we had a couple  of  weeks of jungle  
war fa re  t r a i n i n g .  

Q- Did you have any t r a i n i n g  on hand l ing
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  

Q- I n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Who gave you t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  whole company-type t r a i n i n g .  
I remember w e  had a s imu la t ed  v i l l a g e  i n  Vietnam and what 
you d i d  w i t h  a p r i s o n e r  when you caught  him, b u t  a s  f a r  a s  
who gave it, I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Cc - What w e r e  you t o l d  t o  do w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  c a p t u r e  them, t o  s e c u r e  them and t h e  
whole t h i n g .  

0 .  Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  
Vietnam? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  W e  w e r e  g iven a 
week's school .  Whether it w a s  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q A week's  school?  

A.  Right  a f t e r  w e  g o t  t o  Vietnam. 

Q. What d i d  t h a t  cover?  
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A. Booby t r a p s ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. ~ u s t  
more o r  less an o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  Vietnam. Booby t r a p s ,  
zeroing your weapon, and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Did you rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h e r e  on 
handl ing p r i s o n e r s  o r  noncombatants? 

A. ~ o tt h a t  I can remember. 

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." 
Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A. I have seen it, sir .  

Q Did you e v e r  have one i s sued  t o  you? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Where d i d  you see i t ?  

A. Some of t h e  guys, when I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
had these .  I happened t o  s e e  one t h e r e .  Somebody showed 
it t o  me. This was i n  J u l y  sometime. 

Q - J u l y  1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  M-3.  Have you e v e r  seen that 
card ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands"? 

A. I have never seen t h i s  one, sir. 

Q You n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some English t o  
Vietnamese and Vietnamese t o  English t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

You never saw t h a t  card? 

No, I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q You have separa ted  t h e  photographs i n t o  t h e  
group t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  i n  some way? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  ask you ques t ions  on each photo-
graph t h a t  you have s e l e c t e d .  
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A. This  i s  our  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I be l i eve .  This  is 
why I p u l l e d  it. 

Q - Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Right. 

Q - P-6 shows CARTER being bandaged. Did you see 
CARTER a t  t h i s  po in t?  

' A* N o ,  I d i d  n o t ,  s ir .  

9- DO you know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  was? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

A. The reason I p ~ l i e dt h i s  i s  because I knew 
the mortar p la toon sergeant .  H i s  name was MARONEY. And 
t h i s  person, I d o n ' t  know who he is ,  b u t  he seems f a m i l i a r .  
I t  might be t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q. L ieutenant  ALAUX? 

A. ALAUX, r i g h t .  

Q- The f i r s t  man i s  Lieutenant  ALAUX. The second 
mall is  Sergeant  MARONEY. Do you know t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q P-87? 

A. That  i s  CONTI.  

Q- D o  you know where he i s ?  

A. N o ,  I donl , t .  

Q The f i r s t  man i s  CONTI.  

A. Y e s .  

A .  I pu l l ed  t h i s  because I recognize t h i s  one. 
Sergeant SMAIL. 
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Q - The second man from t h e  l e f t  is Sergeant  SMAIL. 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was Joe GRIMES. And t h i s  is  SMITH. 

Q The f i r s t  man from t h e  r i g h t  is  Joe GRIMES. The 
f i r s t  man from t h e  l e f t  is SMITH. 

A. Otherwise,  I d o n ' t  know where it i s  a t  or anything.  

Q What p l a toon  was GRIMES i n ?  

A. 3d P la toon  I b e l i e v e .  

Q *  Were t h e  rest of  t h o s e  men i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  they  w e r e .  

Q - DO you know t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  Do you'know where it 
was? 

NO, sir .  

P-128? 

A. This  i s  Sergeant  SMAIL aga in .  

a - The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph is  
Sergeant  SMAIL. 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, I t h i n k  t h i s  guy 's  name is SMITH. 
I 'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  SMITH. Do you know 
where t h i s  i s ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q Back t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ( l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-135). 
You s a i d  you landed where? 

A. We landed i n  t h e  second rice paddy he re .  

0. Now t h a t  is  n o r t h  of t h e  east-west tree l i n e .  

I b e l i e v e  so. 

YOU know 1 inch  equa l s  100 meters. 
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A. Okay, yes ,  sir. 
I 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  how f a r  you had t o  move from the
t i m e  you go t  out  o'f t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  you g o t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  ' 

A. I would say approximately 200 t o  250 meters.  
L 

Q- You s a i d  you b u i l t  up on a l i n e  t h e r e  while  
the  platoons moved on l i n e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I be l i eve  we went on l i n e ,  s ir .  

Q e  How long d id  it take  t o  move both platoons up 
on l i n e ?  

A. J u s t  a mat ter  of minutes, sir. 

Q- When you go t  of f  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  d id  you move 
i n t o  a perimeter  o r  c i r c u l a r  formation? 

A. C i rcu la r?  No, sir.  

Q. Didn ' t  you secure  t h e  second l i f t  coming i n ?  
. \  . 

A. Yes, I , , t h i n k  t h e r e  was two l t f t s .  I t  d i d  take 
a l i t t l e  longer .  We d id  s e t  up a per imeter .  There was a 
t h i r d  l i f t  a l s o  i f  I am n o t  mistaken. 

Q. Do you remember where you moved when you go t
off of your h e l i c o p t e r .  Did you move up t o  t h i s  l i n e  o r  
did you move t o  t h i s  l i n e  o r  d i d  you move t o  a d i f f e r e n t  
loca t ion?  

I was over i n  here  because afterwards--

( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ?  

NO, I d ,onl t l  s i r .  
1 

Q a  But you th ink  t h e  landing zone was genera l ly
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Somewhere i n  thab area .  

Q Now, when you moved up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  were you 
with t h e  CP o r  t h e  command group? 

A .  Yes, I was with Sergeant  COWAN, myself and a 
r ad io  opera tor .  I d o n ' t  know who he was. 
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Q . Where was Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. He was t h e r e  a l s o .  

Q Now, remembering t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  b e s t  you can. 
When you moved, you pointed out  t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon w a s  
on t h e  r i g h t ,  on t h e  southern s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  You 
a l s o  s t a t e d  i n  your C I D  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
s o r t  of a hedgerow o r  something t h a t  was t h e  l e f t  boundary 
of t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  ran  through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Do you r e c a l l  what t h a t  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  was? 

A. There was something t h a t  I can remember a f t e r  
we go t  i n .  There w a s  something through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
can 't remember what. 

Q - DO you remember being on a t r a i l  t h e  e n t i r e  
time you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e .  

Q How long? Three-quarters of t h e  time? 

A. About t h a t ,  sir.. 

Q Did t h i s  seem t o  be a main t r a i l  through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And you w e r e  with Sergeant  COWAN. That  p l a c e s  
you on t h e  l e f t  f lank  of t h e  platoon,  r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  , I  b e l i e v e  so. 

Q There were two squads i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. Three, I be l i eve .  

Q 
t h a t  
of pe 

Normally t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e ,  b u t  we have i n d i c a t i o n s  
they consol ida ted  i n t o  two squads due t o  t h e  shor tage  
rsonnel .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q - Sergeant  BACON i s  on t h e  l e f t .  Do you r e c a l l  
seeing him? Sergeant  MITCHELL i s  on t h e  r i g h t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  e i t h e r  one of them. 

Q. But you were w i t h  Sergeant  COWAN? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Now, as you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and through 
the v i l l a g e ,  i s  t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  landmark o r  f e a t u r e  
t h a t  youi can remember? 

A. Nothing more than  j u s t  t h a t  one t r a i l  t h a t  I 
had been on. 

a =  As you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where d i d  you 
f i r s t  begin t o  see t h e  bodies?  

A. I t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
no t  too  f a r  i n .  

Q =  A r e  you t a l k i n g  about 50, 60, 70 
meters? 

A. J u s t  about where t h e  f i r s t  houses a r e .  Right 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. A s  you moved through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
d id  you s e e  anyth ing  else i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Nothing, sir. 

Q. Do you remember about where you r ece ived  o r  
heard t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  o r  
whatever those  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were? 

A. Exact ly  t o  p i n p o i n t  it, I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I 
suppose nea r  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  I s a i d  be fo re .  

Q . You look l i k e  you were about th ree -qua r t e r s  
of the way through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A t  least  th ree -qua r t e r s .  

Q. About t h e  t i m e  you h i t  t hose  fences?  

A. I ' d  say  about t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q - YOU d o n ' t  know what t i m e  t h a t  was? 

A. No, t h e  time I do n o t  know. 

Q (Marking on a e r i a l  photo) Po in t  3 i s  "received 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  I' 

And then  you moved along through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o u t  through t h e  e a s t  p o r t i o n ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Did anything happen the re?  

A. ~ o tas  f a r  a s  t h i s  is concerned. When I g o t  
o u t  i n  h e r e  I saw t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  land. I t  was r i g h t  
along those trees. 

Q. You saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t  was a gunship, s i r .  They picked up some 
people,  and then t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  landed behind 
t h e  t r e e s .  

Q e  The gunship came i n  he re .  What d i d  they  
evacuate? 

A. Women and ch i ld ren .  

Q Now, you say o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed i n  t h i s  
a rea?  

A. It was a small  observation-type h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q . That i s  c a l l e d  a l i g h t  observat ion h e l i c o p t e r ,  
an LOH? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q The LOH landed? 

A. ~ i g h t ,sir. 

Q. Did anything p a r t i c u l a r  happen a t  t h e  p o i n t  where 
i t  landed? 

A. Not t h a t  I could see  because t h e  hedgerow was i n  
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the way. 

Q Where d i d  you go from t h e  e a s t  edge of  t h e  -
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I j u s t  walked o u t  t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e
and wai ted  f o r  an hour.  I t  was o u t  i n t o  t h e  rice paddy, 
and I j u s t  s a t  on one of  those  d ikes  f o r  about an hour 
o r  an hour and a h a l f .  

Q- So you g e n e r a l l y  h e l d  up on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
the  v i l l a g e  f o r  about an hour t o  an hour and a h a l f  b e f o r e  
you moved on? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  rest of  the people 
t o  come o u t .  

Where d i d  you wa i t ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  t h e  rice paddy t o  t h e  east 
of t h e  v i l l a g e . )  

Were you t h e r e  by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, t h e r e  were o t h e r  men o u t  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Did you e a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. I am n o t  s u r e .  Maybe t h a t  i s  why w e  w e r e  
wai t ing  and hold ing  up. I ' m  n o t  su re .  Something h e l d  
us up t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember what it was. 

Q *  And then  where d i d  you go? 

A. Where is  My Lai  ( 5 ) ?  

Q. My Lai  (5) is probably t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i -
ca t ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) ) .  

Do you know i f  t h e  2d P la toon  went up t o  
My Lai  (5)? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Now a t  p o i n t  6 ,  you s a i d  they d i d  form a 
per imeter  t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was something l i k e  a h a l f  circle 

Q. Did you see . t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  evacuate  CARTER? 
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A. No, I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q You d i d  n o t  s e e  it come i n ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you ever  walk over t o  t h e  southern  edge 
here?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q You saw these  people a t  p o i n t  2 where you 
f i r s t  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Could they have been k i l l e d  
from the  gunship f i r e  o r  t h e  f i r e  from t h e  doorgunners 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  which you went i n  on? 

A. They could have been. I don ' t  know. 

Q Were they i n  t h e  hutments a t  p o i n t  2? 

A. Some of them w e r e .  

Q - Did you s e e  many f i r e s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no. There were some from 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q You d i d n ' t  g e t  down south of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ,  
down toward the  main road? 

A. No, I d i d  not .  

Q And you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  time t h a t  you rece ived  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  a top  f i r i n g ?  

A. Not t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  time of anything t h a t  
happened t h a t  day? 

A.  Nothing i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was around 2 o 'c lock  
when we g o t  up around i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re ,  going t o  where we 
laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  I t  was around 2 o 'c lock  i n  the 
af ternoon.  

Q ~t 2 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  You poin ted  t o  
an a rea  about 400 meters n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  You 
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had gone t h a t  f a r  by 2 o 'c lock  t h a t  af ternoon? 
I 1: 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q* Why do you thirjk it was t h a t  time? 
i 

A. Well, w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  too  much f a r t h e r  u n t i l  we 
h i t  t h e  p l a c e  where we laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

Q- How f a r  do you th ink  it w a s  from My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  
the p lace  where you laagered t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Anywhere from 800 t o  1000 meters.  

Q , Were you very c a r e f u l  when you moved up t h a t  
d is tance?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. M r .  LEE,,can ybu r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  
might h e l p  us on t h i s  photograph? 

NO, sir.  
>' . 
. . 

When d i d  you hear  t h a t  CARTER was wounded? 
I 

Afte r  I g o t  t o  p o i n t  6 .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  hea r  it back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

0- M r .  LEE, i f  t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  happened t h a t  day, 
I ask you t o  s i g n  it under t h e  s ta tement  "Prepared from 
memory a t  Washington, D. C.  , 3 January 1 9  70.  " 

(The wi tness  s igned a e r i a l  photo.)  

I thank you very much. I would l i k e  t o  caut ion  
you t o  remember what M r .  WEST informed you i n i t i a l l y :  t h a t  
you a r e  under t h e  judge's order .  However, t h i s  does n o t  
a f f e c t  any l e g i s l a t i v e  committees o r  admin i s t r a t ive  bodies  
which may wish t o  b r ing  you i n  f o r  an in terv iew a t  a l a t e r  
date .  Also, you a r e  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e s e  ma t t e r s  with people 
o ther  than wi th  o t h e r  l e g a l  proceedings t h a t  may be tak ing  
place.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 
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COL WILSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n .  Thank you very 
much. 

The a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  was prepared a t  
Washington, D. C.  , from memory on 3 January 19 70 and s igned 
by Robert J. LEE i s  o f f e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  
P-135. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1520  hours,  3 
January 1 970. ) 
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had gone t h a t  f a r  by 2 o l ~ l o c kt h a t  a f t e rnoon?  
1 1: 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q *  Why do you thirik it was t h a t  t ime? 
'r 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d idn  % g e t  too '  much f a r t h e r  u n t i l  we 
h i t  t h e  p l a c e  where we l a a g e r e d  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q How f a r  do you t h i n k  it w a s  from My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  
the p l a c e  where you l aage red  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Anywhere from 800 t o  1000 meters. 

Q Were you ve ry  c a r e f u l  when you moved up t h a t  
d i s t a n c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  M r .  LEE,, can yQu recall  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  
might h e l p  us  on t h i s  photograph? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q - When d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  CARTER w a s  wounded? 

A. A f t e r  I g o t  t o  p o i n t  6 .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  it back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o .  

Q. . M r .  LEE, i f  t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  happened t h a t  day,  
I ask you t o  s i g n  it under t h e  s t a t e m e n t  "Prepared from 
memory a t  Washington, D'. C . ,  3 January 1970. " 

(The w i t n e s s  s igned  a e r i a l  photo. )  

I thank you very  much. I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  
you t o  remember what M r .  WEST informed you i n i t i a l l y :  t h a t  
you a r e  under t h e  judge ' s  o r d e r .  However, t h i s  does  n o t  
a f f e c t  any l e g i s l a t i v e  committees o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bod ie s  
which may wish t o  b r i n g  you i n  f o r  an i n t e r v i e w  a t  a l a t e r  
d a t e .  Also,  you are n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  matters wi th  people  
o t h e r  t han  w i t h  o t h e r  l e g a l  proceedings  t h a t  may be t a k i n g  
p lace .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

APP T-59 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


COL WILSON: We apprec ia te  your coming i n .  Thank you very 
much. 

The a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  was prepared a t  
Washington, D.C. ,  from memory on 3 January 1970 and s igned 
by Robert J. LEE is  o f f e r e d  i n t o  evidence as Exh ib i t  
P-135. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1520 hours,  3 
January 1 970. ) 
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SUIMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MAPLES, Robert E.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Second Squad, F i r s t  
Platoon,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  f i r s t  heard about t h e  opera t ion  a t  MEDINA's 
b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th (pg. 2 ) .  MEBIMA t o l d  them t h a t  every- 
one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a VC o r  a VC sympathizer. He s a i d  
that t hey  were t o  k i l l .  every th ing  and t o  throw t h e  animals 
i n t o  t h e  w e l l s  (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) - The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  
appl ied  t o  younger men, b u t  n o t  t o  women and c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 3 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  an o rde r  given t o  burn t h e  
hootches (pg. 3 He d id  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  MEDINA saying t h a t  
t h e  women and ch i ld ren  would be a t  t h e  market a t  t h e  time 
the a s s a u l t  began (pg. 4 ) .  MEDINA termed t h i s  opera t ion  
a chance t o  g e t  revenge (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He remembered no 
subsequent b r i e f i n g  by h i s  p la toon l e a d e r ,  p la toon se rgean t ,  
o r  squad l e a d e r  (pg. 4 )  . 
2.  THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. Action a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A f t e r  they g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  they g o t  on l i n e  
and began moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 )  . They were 
shoot ing as they went through i t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The wi tness  had 
a machinegun (pg, 4 )  , H e  had expected a hard f i g h t  and was 
s u r p r i s e d  when they d i d  n o t  run i n t o  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  A s  they went through t h e  v i l l a g e  a lot of 
c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  He saw BERGTHOLD shoot  
a Vietnamese in t h e  head a s  t h e  man emerged from a hootch 
(pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see  men from t h e  2d p la toon t ake  t h e  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1545 hours,  24  January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  MR WEST, 
'LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  witness  is  M r .  Robert E. MAPLES. 

(MR MAPLES was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and ad- 
d ress?  

A. Robert'MAPLES, I'm a warehouseman, Garden S t a t e  
Storage Company. I l i v e  a t  40 1/2 Avenue A ,  Freehold,  New 
Jersey .  

MR WEST: M r .  MAPLES, have you seen our Exh ib i t  M-57 which 
was handed t o  you by t h e  recorder  and s e t s  o u t  t h e  information 
about t h e  na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A .  I d i d .  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A.  No, I don ' t .  

Q. Have you received an order  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of e i t h e r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley  
o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A. I rece ived  one f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mi tche l l .  

Q. I ask because I wanted t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  it is per-
miss ib le ,  w i t h i n  t h e  wording of t h a t  o r d e r ,  f o r  you t o  be here  
today and t o  answer ques t ions  t h a t  we p r e s e n t  t o  you. Also, 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been i n  here  and asked n o t  t o  d i scuss  
the  case p u b l i c l y  does n o t  have a n y . e f f e c t  on t h a t  o t h e r  order .  
They both a r e  v a l i d .  

M r .  MAPLES, j u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  were you a member 
of t h e  U.S. Army on 16 March 1968? 
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A. I w a s .  

Q would you t e l l  u s  your  grade and w h a t  your duty  
a s s i g n m e n t  w a s ?  

A. 1 t h i n k  I w a s  a PFC a t  t h e  t i m e ,  m a c h i n e g u n n e r .  
E i t h e r  a P F C  or  a S P 4 .  

Q. What w a s  your o u t f i t ?  

A. ~ / 1 / 2 0 .  

Q - A n d  you w e r e  i n  w h a t  platoon? 

A. T h e  1st P l a t o o n .  

Q. What squad? 3 

A .  I t h i n k  I w a s  attached t o  the second squad, Ser-
geant BACON'S squad, a t  t he  t i m e .  

Q. D i d  you see M r .  STANLEY a f e w  minutes ago? 

A. Y e s ,  I did.  

Q W e  j u s t  t a lked  to  h i m .  I believe you w e r e  i n  t h e  
s a m e  squad? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. M r .  MAPLES, w h e n  d id  you first hear of t h i s  
combat assaul t  upon My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  day before. I ' m  p r e t t y  su r e  
it w a s  t h e  day before. 

(2 Was t h i s  w h e n  C a p t a i n  MEDINA had a b r i e f i n g  for  
t h e  c o m p a n y ?  

A. R i g h t .  

0 .  When he  i ssued orders about t he  assaul t?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q .  Could you t e l l  us  what Captain MEDINA s a i d ,  t o  
t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can remember? 

A. H e  t o l d  us t h a t  we had an a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  and 
anything t h a t  is i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  supposed t o  be VC. H e  t o l d  
us t o  k i l l  every th ing  and t o  throw t h e  animals and th ings  i n  
t h e  w e l l s ,  and t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what he s a i d .  A l l  of t h e  
th ings  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember him saying anything about burning 
t h e  hootches? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember him saying t h a t ,  b u t  it hap-
pened anyway, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember him saying it about burning. 

Q- Did he g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  message had 
come down from higher  headquarters?  Did he say anything about 
t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q How d i d  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  company i n t e r p r e t
t h e  orders?  Did they have about t h e  same i d e a  a s  you did? 
Did they t h i n k  you were supposed t o  go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  every-
body? 

A. They d i d n ' t  have t h e  same idea  I had. 

Q What d i d  they  th ink?  

A. From what happened, I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it was supposed 
t o  be done, b u t  they must have i n t e r p r e t e d  it a d i f f e r e n t  way 
from what happened when we went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  i n t e r p r e t  it t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  were t o  
k i l l  everybody? 

A .  Not everybody. Not women and k ids .  

Q. How d i d  you understand i t ?  

A .  From what I understood and what I thought ,  t h e  
younger men and whatnot were t o  be assumed VC, b u t  n o t  t h e  
women and k ids .  

3 
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember Captain MEDINA saying  everybody 
i n  t h e r e  would be VC o r  VC sympathizers? 

A. ~twas something l i k e  t h a t .  I guess I mis in te rp re ted  
it. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about women and c h i l d r e n  
being away a t  market e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Away from market? 

Q. Away from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h e  market, a t  t h e  t i m e  
you moved i n .  Do you remember hearing t h a t ?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Did you g e t  any f u r t h e r  orders  from your p la toon 
l e a d e r  o r  p la toon se rgean t  o r  your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  They probably t a l k e d  b u t  I 
cou ldn ' t  remember exac t ly  what they s a i d .  

Q. You have i n  f r o n t  of you, M r .  MAPLES, a l a r g e  
a e r i a l  photograph of My La i  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y .  This is Exh ib i t  
P-1. On your l e f t  i s  a map which has been admitted i n t o  evi-
dence a s  MAP-4 wi th  a  s c a l e  of 1:25,000. The photograph is  l 
inch  equals  about 80  meters ,  and is  o r i e n t e d  s o  t h i s  is  n o r t h ,  
and you can s e e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  map and t h e  photograph here.  
The landing  zone of Char l i e  Company was west of My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy. Could you t e l l  u s  a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ,  M r .  
MAPLES, what you s a w  and d i d  a f t e r  you go t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and moved i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  with your squad? 

A. Well, a f t e r  we go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w e  g o t  on 
l i n e  and w e  s t a r t e d  moving through, a f t e r  everybody g o t  t h e r e .  
W e  s t a r t e d  moving through. I was ca r ry ing  a machinegun. I 
thought I saw something a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  I f i r e d  
and a s  w e  moved through from t h a t  a rea  t h a t  I f i r e d ,  I went 
t h e r e  and I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anything. A s  we went on through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was a l o t  of shoot ing and people g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d .  

3 Did you run i n t o  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l .  Any 
h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  
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A. None t h a t  I know o f .  I d i d n ' t  hear  any shoot ing.  

Q. Was t h i s  a s u r p r i s e  t o  you? 

A. I t  w a s  a s u r p r i s e .  

Q. You r e a l l y  expected a hard f i g h t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  


Q - I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, Char l i e  Company d i d n ' t  s u f f e r  

any c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l  except when CARTER s h o t  himself i n  h i s  
f o o t. 
A. That" a l l  I know of .  


Q - When you say t h e r e  was a l o t  of people k i l l e d ,  a r e  

you t a l k i n g  about  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  people t h a t  looked 
l i k e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. C i v i l i a n s .  

Q - Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  of t h a t  
na ture  t h a t  maybe should be mentioned? 

A. A s  I t o l d  be fo re ,  I t h i n k  he was my ammo beare r  
BERNHARDT--or BERGTHOLD. I saw him shoot  one Vietnamese person 
i n  t h e  head. 

Q - Was t h i s  t h e  man coming o u t  of t h e  hootch? 

A .  Right.  

Q- Did you s e e  some women and c h i l d r e n  around the  
temple k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  


Q e  ' This  is  something M r .  STANLEY saw and t o l d  us about.  


A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s ee  it. 

Q. H e  t o l d  us  about another  i n c i d e n t  f a r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  where a few women and girls were gathered toge the r .  
Some men from t h e  2d Platoon came over  and had taken t h e  blouse 
o f f  of a g i r l  t h a t  was t a l k i n g  t o  them. Do you remember t h i s  
inc iden t?  Did you s e e  t h a t ?  

(MAPLES) 5 APP T-232 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No, I didn't see it, sir. 


Q. ~bout how many dead people do you think you saw 

when you went through? 


A. That I saw? Personally, I only saw one. That's 

with BERGTHOLD. 


9. I didn't mean necessarily that you saw killed. I 

mean dead people, bodies on the ground? 


A. Oh, people that I saw? About 75--100 that I saw 

that was alive at the time. 


Q. Alive or dead? 


A. Alive. 


Q. How many dead people? 


A. I saw one. The one that BERGTHOLD killed. I didn't 

see any others. 


Q. Did you know BOYCE? 


A. Yes, I do. 


Q. Did you see BOYCE kill a man with a bayonet? 


A. No, I didn't. 


Q. Did you see him throw a man in a well? 


A. No, I didn't. 


Q. Were you moving along with Mr. STANLEY pretty much? 


A. He was my assistant gunner. He must have been with 

me. 


n u . Are you sure of that? He told us he was a rifleman. 

A. He was a grenadier. 


9. STANLEY was a grenadier? 
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A. H e  was one most o f  t h e  t ime. I can 't remember who 
was a s s i s t a n t  gunner. :It h i n k  BERGTHOLD was my ammo b e a r e r  o r  
something. I f o r g o t .  They w e r e  connected some way. I f o r g o t .  

9. How about Roy WOOD? 

A. H e  w a s  a r i f leman.  

Q Were you moving gene ra l ly  about where STANLEY d i d ?  

A. STANLEY was a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  I don ' t  know e x a c t l y .  
I was going up one way, sometimes I ' d  see STANLEY. 

Q. I see you d i d n ' t  fol low t h e  same pa th  a s  STANLEY? 

A. No. 
// 

Q. W e  know t h e  p la toon  moved j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  w e s t  t o  
e a s t  through M-7 Lai  ( 4 ) .  Can you i n d i c a t e  j u s t  how you went 
through. The r o u t e  t h a t  you took through? J u s t  imagine now 
you ' re  j u s t  looking  down on it from w e s t  t o  e a s t .  

A. How d i d  I move i n ?  

Q. J u s t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  pa th  through My Lai  ( 4 )  . The 
pa th  you took. L e t  m e  ask you a q u e s t i o n  f i r s t .  Did you e v e r  
come o u t  on t h e  south  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and look o u t  on t h e s e  
rice paddies?  You see t h e r e ' s  a r i c e  paddy a t  t h e  e a s t  end too .  

A. I know w e  came o u t  t o  an open f i e l d  b u t  I don ' t  
know what d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Did you s e e  CARTER a f t e r  h e  s h o t  himself  o r  d i d  you 
s e e  a dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  CARTER. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I saw CARTER 
a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was t h e r e .  

Q. H e  s h o t  himself  i n  t h e  f o o t  about 1015 i n  t h e  morning 
r i g h t  down i n  h e r e ,  and t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  h e r e  and 
picked him up, b u t  you w e r e n ' t  down t h e r e  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q* You must have s t a y e d  up i n  t h e  woods and moved a l l  
t he  way through he re .  Do you remember coming o u t  i n  a r i c e  paddy? 
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A. The only time I remember coming out--yes, it w a s  
a b i g  f i e l d .  T h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  w e  came o u t ,  when Captain MEDINA 
and t h e  mortar p la toon came up t o  us. 

Q What happened t h e r e ?  

A. A bubble h e l i c o p t e r  landed and came and t o l d  him 
something, t o  go back f o r  somebody o r  something. I d o n ' t  know 
what they s a i d .  

Q. Before t h a t ,  do you remember Lieutenant  CALLEY 
t a l k i n g  t o  you. Had you seen some dead people when Lieutenant  
CALLEY t a lked  t o  you t h e r e ?  

A. Talked t o  me? I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Well, t h i s  has been some t i m e  back. Do you remem-
b e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  C I D  agent ,  M r .  BYERS? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you descr ibed  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
BERGTHOLD shoot ing a man and o t h e r  th ings ,  and then you s a i d  
you s a w  dead people ly ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  var ious  p o s i t i o n s .  
You es t ima te  you s a w  about 25  people dead as you went through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you s a i d ,  "As I reached t h e  edge of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
I saw Lieutenant  CALLEY heading a group of about  15 persons 
i n t o  a hole  o r  crater. 

A. Right.  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what happened about  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I was o f f  t o  CALLEY's f r o n t .  H e  w a s  t o  my 
r i g h t  r e a r  and t h i s  b i g  c r a t e r  was the re .  

Q. Could t h i s  have been a d i t c h ?  A dra inage  d i t c h ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  i n  t h e  hole .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  how many people--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did it come up kind of  high? 

A. Yes, and they w a s  j u s t  s tanding  t h e r e  shoot ing  
i n t o  t h e  hole .  
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Q- H e  was s tanding  up above t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s .  

0. How many people could you s e e  i n  t h e  hole?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  s ee  any. 

Q- id you see  Lieutenant  CALLEY push any of t h e  people 
i n ?  Making them go i n t o  t h e  hole?  

A. No, I wasn ' t  paying it no mind a t  f i r s t .  He s t a r t e d  
shoot ing and whatnot over t h e r e .  He asked me be fo re  how many 
people I thought was i n  t h e  hole  and I d i d n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  pay it no mind. 

Q- L e t  me r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  Here's  

what you t o l d  M r .  BYERS: 


"As I reached t h e  edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  I saw 
Lieutenant  CALLEY heading a group of  about 15 
persons i n t o  a ho le  o r  c r a t e r .  A f t e r  t h e s e  
persons were i n t o  t h e  ho le  I saw CALLEY open 
f i r e  on them with an M - 1 6 .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  one of 
t h e  women had been wounded p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime 
and she came up t o  m e  and showed me t h e  wound." 

I n  h e r  arm. 

You went on t o  say:  
r? 

"She'd been s h o t  i n  t h e  l e f t  arm b u t  t h e r e  was 
nothing I could do f o r  h e r  because s h e  was being 
pushed ahead by CALLEY and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  G I ' s .  
I d id  no t  go and look i n t o  t h e  ho le  b u t  s tayed i n  
t h e  immediate a r e a  f o r  some time and none of t h e  
persons eve r  come o u t  of t h e  hole ."  

Is t h i s  r i g h t ,  now? 

That '  s r i g h t .  

Q. D i d  CALLEY order  you t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  hole  o r  

d i t c h ?  
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A. N o .  

Q .  Did he  ask  you t o ?  

A. N o t  m e ,  because I w a s  nowhere near  it. 

Q - We've had s o m e  testimony t h a t  he d i d  t e l l  you 
t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  hole  b u t  you weren ' t  going t o  do it. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  Tha t ' s  why I say  I d o n ' t  
know. I d o n ' t  remember him orde r ing  m e  because some of t h e  
guys--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Our evidence i s  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have 
anything t o  do wi th  it. 

A. I d i d n ' t .  

Q DO you remember who else w a s  around t h e  h o l e  f i r i n g  
i n t o  i t ?  

A. I remember one and t h a t  was MEADLO and I wasn ' t  
s u r e  about DOINES. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember who else b u t  I 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  DOINES. 

Q I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you t o l d  M r .  BYERS t h a t  MEADLO, 
when he was f i r i n g ,  w a s  c ry ing  a t  t h e  same time? 

A. Right . 
Q. Did you hear  a t  any t i m e  an o rde r  coming down t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. Yes, I heard t h a t  somebody had t o l d  us t o  s t o p  
t h e  shooting. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember when t h i s  was? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  when ,itw a s ,  t h e  same day. 

0 
.J . 'What about t h e  animals i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what happened 
t o  them? 

A .  They w e r e  shoot ing  them. 
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Q STANLEY remembers somebody t a l k i n g  t o  you, too.  
DO you remember what t h e  man s a i d ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q - Do you remember what grade o f f i c e r  he w a s ,  co lone l ,  
majo r ,  cap ta in?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  it was a cap ta in .  I d o n ' t  know. 
I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  you would recognize a photograph of  him? 

A. I might, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  of 
what he looked l i k e .  

Q. W e ' l l  t r y  t h i s  i n  a minute. We' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  and 
look a t  some photographs l a t e r .  

Did Captain MEDINA assemble t h e  company and t e l l  
you what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  what he 
sa id .  

Q- Captain MEDINA was here  a s  a wi tness .  H e  s a i d  he  
c a l l e d  t h e  company toge the r  and t o l d  them t h e r e  was going t o  
be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
While t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on, it would be  b e t t e r  n o t  
t o  t a l k  about i t ,  j u s t  t o  keep q u i e t  about it and t a l k  t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Do you remember t h a t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q e  Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i ce r ' come  and t a l k  t o  
you about My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. There was t h i s  c a p t a i n ,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  who 
it w a s ,  b u t  he  came. I t ' s  been so  long I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. Was it t h e  same cap ta in  t h a t  m e t  you a t  t h e  h e l i -
copter  o r  a d i f f e r e n t  one? 

A. I d o n ' t  know because I d o n ' t  remember who h e  is.  
I f o r g o t ,  

Q. Do you know anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  company t h a t  was 
t a l k e d  t o  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Are you s u r e  t h i s  o f f i c e r  came and t a l k e d  t o  you 
about My La i  ( 4 )  and what happened the re?  

A. A s  f a r  as I can r e c a l l ,  bu t  i t ' s  been s o  long. I 
d o n ' t  know because I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want t o  have anything t o  do 
wi th  it anyway. I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  many people about it. I 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  any people about it. 

Q- How d i d  t h e  men f e e l  about t h e  t h i n g ,  a f te rwards?  

A .  That I d o n ' t  know because I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t a l k  
about it. A l o t  of them were laughing a t  one t i m e .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q- Pardon me? 

A. They were laughing when I wanted t o  know how they 
f e l t  about it. 

Q. Do you know t h a t  t h e r e  were a whole l o t  of V i e t -
namese people k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know because of t h e  very few t h a t  I saw, 
people k i l l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e ,  behind. 

Q. Would you g ive  your opinion as t o  what happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day? Why so  many were k i l l e d ?  

A .  Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t r u e  o r  not .  I guess a 
l o t  f igured  they could g e t  revenge o r  something, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know. I guess t h a t ' s  what it was, revenge. 

Q Did Captain MEDINA say  something about  a chance t o  
g e t  even during h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

(MAPLES 1 4  APP T-232 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Y e s ,  he d id .  

Do you t h i n k  maybe-- 

( In te rpos ing)  That could have set it o f f .  
, 

Q- Do you th ink  t h e  men f e l t ,  most of them o r  some 
of them, t h a t  they  were ordered t o  do t h i s  and j u s t  t h a t  
they d id?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q- You t o l d  me t h a t  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  you were 
j u s t  supposed t o  go and k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  

9. What would be  your opinion now of those  who d i d  
k i l l  t h e  ch i ld ren  and t h e  women? You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  they were 
VC o r  VC sympathizers.  Do you th ink  maybe they d i d  t h i s  j u s t  
t o  g e t  revenge? 

A, I d o n ' t  know. Most l i k e l y  it was f o r  revenge b u t  
from what happened, from what I saw i n  t h e  paper and whatnot,  
they had t o  be crazy. 

LTC PATTERSON: You s a i d  when you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
you formed up on l i n e  t h a t  you were shoot ing  a  machinegun a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. I d i d n ' t  shoot  u n t i l  a f t e r  we moved up t o  t h e  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  and I thought I saw something and I f i r e d .  

Q. Were t h e  rest of them shooting,  too? Did they  a l s o  
shoot? 

A. They w e r e  f i r i n g .  

Q. What w e r e  they shoot ing a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know because t h e r e  was a long l i n e  and 
they were down t h e  l i n e .  

Q. And everybody j u s t  s t a r t e d  shoot ing? 
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A. They were shoot ing  a s  they come through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q .  What, j u s t  reconning by f i r e ?  Is t h a t  what it was? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what they  were doing. The only  reason 
I f i r e d  w a s  I thought I saw something. What they  were f i r i n g  
f o r  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR WEST: M r .  MAPLES, can you th ink  o f  anything else t h a t  you 
might t e l l  us t h a t  might he lp  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, t h a t ' s  about it. A l l  t h a t  I saw myself. I 
c a n ' t  say anything e l s e .  

Q - Is t h e r e  any s tatement  you would l i k e  t o  make? 
We would be g lad  t o  h e a r  anything from you. 

A. I have no s ta tement  . 
MR WEST: We apprec ia te  your coming here today. We know t h a t  
it was a l o t  of  t r o u b l e .  You gave us some f a c t s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  
us put  t h e  puzzle  together .  You helped us very much. 

Let  t h e  record  show t h a t  I showed M r .  MAPLES a 
facs imi le  photbgraph of  Lieutenat  Colonel BARKER and f i v e  
photographs of o f f i c e r s  which have been introduced i n t o  t h e  
record  as  Exh ib i t s  P-49 through P-53. The facs imi le  o f  
Colonel BARKER i s  Exh ib i t  P-142. M r .  MAPLES examined t h e s e  
photographs with t h e  names masked and was unable t o  recognize 
any of  them a s  t h e  o f f i c e r  who t a l k e d  t o  him when h i s  h e l i -  
cop te r  landed a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e  on t h e  18th  of  March 1968. 

The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1626 .hours, 24 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MEADLO, P a u l  D. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January  197'8 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and assault with i n t e n t  t o  k i l l  

COUNSEL: John A. KESLER, 5 0 5  Ohio S t r e e t ,  Terre Haute, 
Ind i ana .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 LURCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  P l a toon ,  . 
F i r s t  Sqcad, C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

MEADLO asked q u e s t i o n s  t end ing  t o  s b ~ wt h a t  he  was 
3 . n  -v . - -U J A U A ~ , ~  cf h i s  r i ~ h ttc refnse t o  zbey an i l l e q a l  order 
(pgs . 11, 12)  . 
2 .  P,WOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

MEADLO r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  company walked i f t o  a m i n e f i e l d  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  February 1968, and t h a t  approximately  
18  persons  were i n j u r e d  as a r e s u l t  (pgs .  5 ,  6 )  . There w a s  
a memorial service g iven  by t h e  b r i g a d e  c h a p l a i n  f o r  t h e s e  
people  (pg. 5 ) .  MEADLO r e f u s e d  t o  reveal what he r e c a l l e d  
from Cap ta in  MEDINA1s  b r i e f i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6)  . 
3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Movements on t h e .  16 th .  

The w i t n e s s  r e f u s e d  t o  t e s t i f y  concerning t h e  
a s s a u l t  on My ~ a i(pg. 7 ) .  ~ u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  
a s s a u l t ,  t h e  company set  up a p e r i m e t e r  around a graveyard 
(pg. 7 ) .  He s a w  n e i t h e r  Vietnamese ~ a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  no r  
v i s i t i n g  American o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 7 ) .  

b. The sweep of  H i l l  85. 

On the morning of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  company had . a miss ion  
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on H i l l  85 (pg. 8 ) .  Moving toward t h e  h i l l ,  MEADLO could 
see f i r e s  s t i l l  smoldering i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  f r e s h l y  
dug graves (pg. 8)  . He saw no people (pg. 8 )  . About 0 9 0 0 ,  
while  moving down t h e  h i l l ,  MEADLO stepped on a mine and lo s t  
h i s  f o o t  (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  While wai t ing  t o  be medevac'd, he might 
have t o l d  Lieutenant  CALLEY t h a t  God would punish him f o r  what 
what he had done (pg. 9), 

3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

MEADLO never knew t h a t  t h e  My Lai opera t ion  w a s  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and w a s  never t o l d  no t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  w a s  never asked any ques t ions  concerning it 
(pg. 3-01 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1620 hours ,  5  January  
1970.  ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
cOL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

1 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  is  M r .  Pau l  D. MEADLO. 

(MR MEADLO w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  
w a s  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

RCDR: A r e  you r ep re sen ted  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  I am.  

Q W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s ta te  h i s  name and add res s  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

I C :  My name i s  John A .  KESLER, K-E-S-L-E-R. I a m  an  
a t to rney-a t - law,  505 Ohio S t r e e t ,  T e r r e  Haute, Ind i ana .  

RCDR: W i l l  you s ta te  you f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s i d e n c e ,  M r .  MEADLO? 

A. My name is Paul  David MEADLO, Route 4 ,  Box 533, 
West T e r r e  Haute, Ind iana .  I work i n  a p l a n t  c a l l e d  
Hercules.  

MR WEST: M r .  MEADLO, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h e  mat ter  of  any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel  MILLER w i l l  a d v i s e  you as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  
and purpose o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and also as t o  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  
r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: M r .  MEADLO, M r .  KESLER, I have a number o f  
t h i n g s  t o  s a y ,  and i f ,  when I a m  done,  t h e r e  are any 
q u e s t i o n s  I hope you w i l l  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask m e ,  and I w i l l  t r y  
t o  answer them t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of  t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and , 
recommendations i n  t w o  major areas: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  
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reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  chain of  command, of what i s  
now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. 

These p r i o r  i n q u i r i e s  and r e p o r t s  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  
t o  a r e  such a s  may have been made i n  t h e s e  few days and weeks 
a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by any person t h a t  had a duty t o  r e p o r t  such 
information concerning t h i s  My Lai  inc iden t .  

It i s  n o t  our  p r i n c i p a l  purpose t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  
everyth ing  t h a t  happened o r  w a s  done by everyone a t  My Lai  
on t h e  16th of March. However, during our inqu i ry  w e  do 
g e t  i n t o  a  cons iderable  number of d e t a i l s  on this. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  made by many wi tnesses  i n  
o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony today w i l l  be taken under oa th .  
W e  have a  r e p o r t e r  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a  verbatim record .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a t a p e  recorder .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  is con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of  t h e  
testimony may become a  mat ter  of genera l  knowledge. W e  have 
no way of guarantying one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  on t h a t .  

I do reques t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i scuss  your testimony 
given before  t h i s  hear ing  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  who may have been c a l l e d  o r  may be c a l l e d .  Of 
course ,  we d o n ' t  know who w i l l  be.  A s  b e s t  you can,  do n o t  
d i scuss  your testimony with o t h e r s  except  a s  you may be 
requ i red  t o  do s o  i n  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  forum. We cons ider  t h i s  t o  be an adminis- 
t r a t i v e  forum. A cour t -mar t ia l  would be an example of  a 
j u d i c i a l  forum. A s  I ' l l  g e t  i n t o  i n  a  few moments, you a l s o  
have your own t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  a g a i n s t  
t e s t i f y i n g ,  too .  

I undeGstand you have received an o r d e r  from t h e  
t r i a l  counsel implementing t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
Cal ley.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  
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Q The m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h a t  case has  r u l e d  t h a t  
tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  h i s  
o r d e r s  and t h a t  it i s  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  l i m i t s  o f  t h a t  
o r d e r .  Desp i te  t h a t ,  of  cou r se ,  t h a t  o r d e r  is s t i l l  
ou t s t and ing .  

L t o l d  you t h e  purposes  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I a l s o  mentioned t h a t  w e  had r e a d  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  w i t n e s s e s  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  you made p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  t o  
t h e  I G  and t o  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  

You are a t  t h i s  t ime suspec t ed  o f  unlawful  k i l l i n g s  
and unlawful  aggravated a s s a u l t s  of  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My L a i  on 
o r  about  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, 1968. These could be  cons idered  
a s  v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and 
a l s o  a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  l a w s  o f  w a r :  t h a t  i s ,  murder and 
a s s a u l t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  t o  k i l l .  Th is  be ing  t h e  c a s e  I want 
t o  be s u r e  you unders tand  your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  b e f o r e  t h i s  
hear ing .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  
t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l ,  t o  say  no th ing .  

Any s t a t emen t  you do make h e r e  may be used as 
evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  i f  t h e r e  should 
be one. 

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c 'onsu l t  w i th  counse l ,  and by 
counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You a l r e a d y  have your 
c i v i l i a n  counse l  w i th  you. You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  have him 
p r e s e n t  w i th  you du r ing  any q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  goes on. You 
may, a s  you have a l r e a d y  done, r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  a t  
your own expense.  You also have t h e  r i g h t ,  if you wish ,  t o  
appointment of  a m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  and aga in  I mean a q u a l i -
f i e d  lawyer.  That  can be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your c i v i l i a n  
counsel .  I f  you have such a counse l  o r  have a p a r t i c u l a r  one 
and he  is reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  w i l l  t r y  t o  make him 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. I f  you wish o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  b u t  
you have no p a r t i c u l a r  one,  w e  would a p p o i n t  and d e s i g n a t e  
such m i l i t a r y  counse l  t o  assist  you i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your  
c i v i l i a n  counse l .  

I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you wish t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  
today,  you w i l l  have t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  
at any t ime o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  
o r  s e r i e s  of q u e s t i o n s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  you may a t  any t ime  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  your  counse l  o r  your counse l  w i t h  you. I f  you 
f i n d  it neces sa ry  t o  r e q u e s t  a r e c e s s ,  p l e a s e  j u s t  l e t  us 
know and you w i l l  be a f f o r d e d  t h a t  p r i v i l e g e .  w e  do ask  t h a t  
when you answer q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  answers t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  come 
from you, M r .  MEADLO, r a t h e r  t han  counse l .  
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T h a t ' s  s t a n d a r d  p r a c t i c e .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  MEADLQ? 

A. No. 

I C :  I t ' s  my unders tanding  t h a t  i f  M r .  MEADLO would 
choose t o  answer c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s ,  t hen  he would s t i l l  have 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c l i n e  t o  answer f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  
same s u b j e c t .  I n  o t h e r  words, by commencing t o  answer c e r t a i n  
q u e s t i o n s  about  something,  he wouldn ' t  waive t h e  r i g h t  t o  
t e r m i n a t e  answering q u e s t i o n s  about  t h a t  s u b j e c t  or  about  
anyth ing  else he chose t o .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

COL MILLER: Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

I C :  I have no o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  Do you? 

WIT: No. 

MR WEST: M r .  MEADLO, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w e r e  you a member 
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. What's t h a t ?  , 

Q - You w e r e  a member o f  t h e  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q \\%at w a s  your  g rade?  

A. PFC. 

Q .  What w a s  your  du ty  assignment? 

A .  On March 16 ,  1968? 

Q. Yes? 

A. I w a s  a r i f l e m a n  i n  t h e  squad of  Se rgean t  MITCHELL. 

Q That  w a s  f i r s t  squad,  1st  P la toon ,  ~ / 1 / 2 0 .  

A. That  % r i g h t .  

Q ~t t h a t  t i m e  w a s  C h a r l i e  Company a member  o f  
Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, it w a s .  
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Q- M r .  MEADLO, when d i d  you f i r s t  l e a r n  of  t h i s  
planned a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  took p lace  on t h e  16th  of  
March, 1968? 

A. I can't .rememuer.  Sorry. 

Q e  
Do you remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Captain MEDINA 

gave Char l i e  Company on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15 th  a t  
landing zone Dot t ie?  

A. I remember a p a r t  of  it. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  t h a t  was he ld  
sometime p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  You were t o l d  t h a t  it was 
f o r  some members of  t h e  company t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  a minef ie ld?  

A. Yes. 

Q- W a s  t h a t  t h e  same af ternoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was t h e  same af ternoon.  I t h i n k  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  were a couple days be fo re  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember who he.ld t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I th ink  it was our  br igade  p r i e s t .  

Q- W e  were t o l d  it was a major, bu t  we d o n ' t  know t h e  
name. Do you remember t h e  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. 

Q But he w a s  t h e  br igade chaplain? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A, W e l l ,  it was sometime i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of  February 
t h a t  t h e  whole company walked i n t o  a minef ie ld  and s e v e r a l  
people were h u r t ;  some people d i e d ,  and t h a t ' s  about a l l  I know. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  t o t a l  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  18  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q- How many k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how many w e r e  k i l l e d  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q There were s e v e r a l ?  More t h a n  one? 

A. Y e s .  There w a s  more t h a n  one.  

COL MILLER: M r .  MEADLO, I informed you a l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago 
o f  your  r i g h t  t o  appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l .  I d i d  n o t  ask you 
whether you wanted t o  have one.  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I would l i k e  t o  
ask you i f  you wish t o  have appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  
i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  counse l?  

A. No. 

I C :  No. 

COL MILLER: Tha t  w a s  an o v e r s i g h t  on my p a r t .  

MR WEST: G e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Capta in  MEDINA. 
Could you t e l l  us what h e  t o l d  C h a r l i e  Company about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was upcoming t h e  nex t  day? 

A. I d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h a t .  

Q - On what grounds? 

A. On t h e  adv ice  o f  my lawyer.  

Q. On what grounds? 

I C :  On t h e  r e l i a n c e  upon Colonel  MILLER'S s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have t o  a*nswer anyth ing  i f  we d idn  I t  want to. 

A s  I unders tand it ,  h e  i s  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer 
anyth ing  from t h e  t i m e  of  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  up u n t i l  midday t h e  
day a f t e r ,  o r  March 16 ,  1968. I n  o t h e r  words, any th ing  t h a t  
happened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  du r ing  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  
encounte r .  He w i l l  be  happy t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  fo l lowing  
t h a t  i f  you have any. 

Q- A s  I unders tand you c o r r e c t l y ,  M r .  MEADLO, you are 
a s s e r t i n g  your r i g h t  n o t  t o  make any s t a t emen t  t h a t  might t e n d  
t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  you? 
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I C :  No. He's n o t  saying t h a t  a t  a l l ,  You're p u t t i n g  
words i n  h i s  mouth. He i s  j u s t  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer, j u s t  a s  
I s a i d ,  based on Colonel MILLER'S a s s e r t i o n  t o  us when we 
s t a r t e d  t h a t  we could r e f r a i n  from answering any ques t ions  
t h a t  we wanted t o .  So we. a r e  doing t h a t  a t  t h i s  time. 

Q On t h e  b a s i s  of Colonel MILLER'S i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and assurances ,  I take  it t h a t  you a r e  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer? 

I C :  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- J u s t  exac t ly  where a r e  you drawing t h e  l i n e ?  

A. From t h e  time a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of March 1 6 ,  
1968. I ' l l  answer any ques t ions  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what Char l i e  Company d i d  on t h e  
af ternoon of March 16, 1968?, 

A. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h a t  day we moved o u t  and s e t  
up a per imeter  around t h e  graveyard and j u s t  d iv ided  up i n t o  
different-- two o r  t h r e e  men t o  a p o s i t i o n ,  and we s tayed t h e r e  
the  r e s t  of  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Did you s e e  any Vietnamese National  Po l i ce  t h a t  
afternoon? 

A. NO, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  a f te rnoon 
from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC of Task Force Barker? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. O n  t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h )  what mission was t h e  
1st Platoon given? 

A. W e  were going t o  s i t  ou t  on observat ion .  

Q. Where? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  p lace .  

Q Was it H i l l  85? 

A.  Yes, sir.  I th ink  t h a t  was it. 

Q - Is t h a t  where you l o s t  your f o o t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q On your way down t o  H i l l  85, how c l o s e  d i d  you 
come t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, sir. I d o n ' t  know how f a r  
w e  were from t h e r e .  

Q We j u s t  had a witness  before  t h i s  who w a s  i n  your
pla toon,  and he descr ibed  t h e  walk t h a t  morning from t h e  p l a c e  
where you laagered  overnight  down toward H i l l  85. H e  s a i d  
t h e  platoon came wi th in  about 200 meters of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and 
they could smell  t h e  s tench of t h e  bodies i n  t h e  hamlet ,  and 
they saw newly dug graves,  although they  could s e e  no people 
anywhere. Did you s e e  t h i s  t h a t  morning? 

A. W e  seen t h e  f i r e .  

Q I n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. I n  t h e  hamlet. I t  was smbldering. H e  was 
c o r r e c t  about those  f r e s h l y  dug graves.  

Q You saw no people t h e r e ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  see no people. 

Q We were t o l d  t h e  graves were some d i s t a n c e  from 
t h e  hamlet. Would you he lp  us l o c a t e  them a s  t o  t h e  genera l  
way? 

A. I d o n ' t  , think I could,  sir. 

Q I meant maybe 100 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  I cou ldn ' t  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  I r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t .  

Q YOU c a n ' t  f i g u r e  ou t  q u i t e  where they  were? 
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I ...,. 
A. I t ' s  been, s o  long ago. 

Q .About what t i m e  of t h e  morning was it when you 
were h u r t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  about 9 o ' c l o c k .  

Q Do you remember what you s a i d  a f t e r  you w e r e  h u r t ?  
A f t e r  you h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. DO you remember what you s a i d  be fo re  t h a t ?  

A. Before what? Before I s tepped  on t h e  mine? 

Q. N o .  Remember t h e  s ta tement  you made t o  t h e  o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t o r  about what you s a i d  when you s tepped  on t h e  mine? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  "God damn" o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. What d i d  you say  t o  Lieu tenant  CALLEY? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what I s a i d ,  s i r ,  on t h a t .  
Them inves t iga to r s - - they  s a i d  t h a t  I s a i d  a bunch of s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t  and, "This i s  my punishment," and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  
and I t o l d  them s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  say  anyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what they got  from , t h e  o t h e r  wi tnesses .  

Q. Dennis CONTI made a s t a t emen t  i n  which he desc r ibed  
t h e  t i m e  on H i l l  85 when you l o s t  your f o o t .  H e  s a i d :  

"Lieutenant  CALLEY made MEADLO t a k e  t h e  minesweeper 
and c l e a r  away t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of us f o l -
lowing. They c l e a r e d  a p l ace  f o r  us t o  s e t  up and then  Lieuten-
a n t  CALLEY and MEADLO s t a r t e d  back down t h e  h i l l .  Cal ley s a i d  
n o t  t o  use t h e  minesweeper because it would t a k e  t o o  long. 
He j u s t  po in ted  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  and t o l d  MEADLO t o  go t h a t  way. 
A s  they proceeded down, MEADLO walked a couple of yards  and 
then t h e r e  was an explosion.  I heard  MEADLO scream. I moved 
c l o s e r  and CALLEY was s t and ing  t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  r a d i o .  MEADLO 
t o l d  CALLEY t h a t  God would punish him f o r  what he had done. 
I do n o t  remember MEADLO I s  exac t  words. " 

Q. A r e  you t e l l i n g  me you d o n ' t  remember what you 
s a i d  o r  you d i d  n o t  say anything? 

A. I might have--I might have s a i d  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
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b u t  I was s o  f u l l  of p a i n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember what I d i d  
say .  

Q. You w e r e  evacuated soon a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Right.  About 15 minutes a f t e r  t h a t .  I t  seemed 
l i k e  hours  though. 

Q. Where w e r e  you taken? 

A. To t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu Lai .  

Q. From t h e r e  t o .  Japan? 

A. From t h e r e  I went t o  Q u i  Nhon, and then  I went 
t o  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s ,  and from t h e r e  I went t o  Japan.  

Q. A t  Q u i  Nhon w e r e  you v i s i t e d  by any members o f  
t h e  company? 

A. I was v i s i t e d  by L ieu tenan t  JENSEN, and I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q. Did he mention t o  you o r  d i d  you o therwise  h e a r  
t h a t  t h e  even t s  of  t h e  morning of  1 6  March 1968 i n  My La i  
w e r e  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q .  Did anyone eve r  come t a l k  t o  you when you w e r e  s t i l l  
i n  Vietnam and t e l l  you t h a t  they w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and ask 
you any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did anyone eve r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. M r .  MEADLO and M r .  KESLER, Colonel MILLER has t o l d  
you t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of ou r  i n q u i r y  and what w e  a r e  
endeavoring t o  do. I understand your p o s i t i o n  and your  
reasons  f o r  no t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
on t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968. Sub jec t  t o  t h a t  however, 
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you can t h i n k  of  anyth ing  t h a t  
might h e l p  us  i n  our  inqu i ry .  I f  you do,  w e  would l i k e  t o  
h e a r  it from you now o r  a t  some l a t e r  t ime? 
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A. I would l i k e  t o  ask a  ques t ion  i f  I could.  I 

would l i k e  t o  ask i f  any of you gentlemen have been i n  

Vietnam? 


. LTC PATTERSON : Twice. 

WIT: Did you know who your enemy was? Can you hones t ly  
say who t h e  enemy was? 

MR WEST: I th ink  I know what you ' r e  g e t t i n g  a t ,  M r .  MEADLO, 
bu t  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it is  q u i t e  appropr ia t e  a t  t h i s  time. 
~t sounds a l i t t l e  argumentative t o  me. 

I C :  I have t o l d  him t h a t  he i s  here-  t o  answer ques t ions  
and n o t  t o  ask them, but  he thought i f  he could maybe have 
some d e f i n i t i o n  of t h a t  then  maybe he could have something 
f u r t h e r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  bu t  I th ink  probably-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  We apprec ia te  t h e  problem of 
i d e n t i f y i n g  who t h e  enemy i s  i n  Vietnam and i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
a rea  of Vietnam, c e r t a i n l y .  You were i n  an a r e a  which has been 
long under VC c o n t r o l ,  and you d i d n ' t  know i f  t h e  l i t t l e  boy 
you gave a candy b a r  t o  one day would t o s s  a grenade i n  your 
l a p  t h e  next .  If t h a t ' s  what you have i n  mind we a r e  we l l  
aware of t h a t .  

A. Can I ask another  ques t ion?  

Q. Cer ta in ly .  

A.  S i r ,  during the  time you were over t h e r e ,  d i d  any 
p r i v a t e  r e f u s e  t o  t ake  o rde r s  o r  maybe even an NCO ever  
disobey any o r d e r s  i n  combat? 

Q. Let  m e  answer t h a t .  We j u s t  had a  wi tness  i n  here  
with whom you a r e  wel l  acquainted.  H e  w a s  o rdered  t o  k i l l  
c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  s tanding  a  few f e e t  from them, and he 
refused t o  do it. He d i d n ' t  f i r e  a sho t .  He disobeyed a 
d i r e c t  o rde r .  his i s  h i s  sworn testimony. 

A. From t h e  f i r s t  day we go i n  the  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  very 
f i r s t  day, w e  a r e  learned t o  t ake  o rde r s  and not  t o  r e fuse  any 
kind of o rde r  from a  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  o r  an o f f i c e r  
would g ive ,  and t h a t  even means t h a t  i f  you s t and  on your 
head. An o f f i c e r  t e l l s  you t o  go and s t and  on your head, 
i t ' s  n o t  your r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t h a t  o r d e r ,  and you go o u t  
t h e r e  and do it because you ' r e  ordered t o .  I t ' s  more o r  l e s s  
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i n  combat t h a t  i t ' s  more s o  t h e r e ,  because a l l  though t h e  
s e r v i c e  you h e a r  rumors t h a t  i n  World War I1 t h e r e  was people  
t h a t  picked up and r a n ,  and t h e r e  was o f f i c e r s  t h a t  would 
shoo t  t h e i r  men i n  t h e  head t o  s t o p  t h e i r  people  from running 
too.  A l l  r i g h t .  You don 't know what ' s  going t o  come o f f .  
I f  you r e f u s e  t h e  o r d e r ,  t h e  son-of-a-bitch might shoot  you 
o r  t h e  nex t  day you spend t h e  rest of  your l i f e  i n  t h e  
s tockade  f o r  r e f u s i n g  an o r d e r ,  b u t  you ' r e  t r a i n e d  t o  t a k e  
o r d e r s  from t h e  f i r s t  day you go t o  t h a t  damned s e r v i c e ,  and 
you come back and, a l l  r i g h t ,  you want t o  t r y  some people  
t h a t  had t o  t a k e  o r d e r s .  

IC: I t h i n k  you have s a i d  enough. I t h i n k  he has  made 
a very va luab le  c o n t r i b u t i o n  here .  What he s a i d  may guide 
you somewhat. 

MR WEST: Do you have anyth ing  else t o  say? 

I C :  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is a l l  he has t o  say a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

MR WEST: M r .  MEADLO, i f  a f t e r  you r e t u r n  home you t h i n k  of  
anyth ing  t h a t  you b e l i e v e  might be h e l p f u l  t o  us and you f e e l  
you can t e l l  us o r  you f e e l  you can r e l a t e  f a c t s  t h a t  you 
have f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  might h e l p  us o r  anything o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  hea r ing  from you. 

I a p p r e c i a t e  your coming h e r e  today,  and I know it 
has  been a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  you t o  come h e r e  and b r i n g  
your  own counsel .  Although you f e l t  t h a t  you could n o t  t e l l  
us  about some t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h a t  day, you have helped 
u s  wi th  what you have t o l d  u s ,  and w e  thank you. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1700 hours ,  5 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MITCHELL, David, SSG 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 27 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: A s s a u l t  w i th  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder .  

COUNSEL: M r .  Oss ie  BROFll4, Baton Rouge, Louis iana  and 
James L.S.  BOWDISH, CPT, JAGC,  appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  
a s s igned  t o  F o r t  Hood, Texas.  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad l e a d e r ,  Thi rd  
F l a t o s n  , F i r s t  Squad, C/1,120. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

E r i n g  the QEE weeks t r a j n i n q  t h e  company r ece ived  
a t  Duc Pho, MITCEELL r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  
handl ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  Geneva Conventions o r  the  
r u l e s  of  l a n d  war fa re  (pg.  2 3 ) .  H e  had never  s een  t h e  
"Nine Rules" c a r d ,  t h e  "Enemy i n  Your Hands" c a r d  O r  t h e  
"Guidance f o r  Commanders" c a r d  (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  w a s  g iven no 
i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg.  2 6 ) .  
MITCHELL claimed t h a t  h e  would have d i f f i c u l t y  d e c i d i n g  
whether one w a s  a noncombatant u n l e s s  t h e  person  was t o o  
young or complete ly  o r  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  (pg.  16)  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Funera l  s e r v i c e  p r i o r  t o  b r i e f i n g .  

MITCHELL a t t e n d e d  t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  WEBER 
which was given  immediately p r i o r  t o  Cap ta in  M E D I N A ' s  
b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 5 t h  (pgs.  5 , 6 ) .  I t  took  p l a c e  ou tdoors  a t  
LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  MITCHELL could  n o t  recal l  t h e - C h a p l a i n ' s  name 
(pgs. 6 ,8)  . WEBER had a good p e r s o n a l i t y  and w a s  w e l l  
l i k e d  (pg.  6 ) .  I t  was a common p r a c t i c e  t o  have a 
menor ia l  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h o s e  k i l l e d  and WEBER's w a s  l i k e  
t h a t  g iven  f o r  the  o t h e r s  (pg. 21) . 
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b .  M E D I N A 8 s  b r i e f i n g .  

Although he admi t ted  a t t e n d i n g  it ,  MITCHELL re-
fused  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  H e  d i d  s a y  t h a t  t h e  men knew t h e  a r e a  w e l l  
and were a l i t t l e  b i t  a f r a i d  a f t e rwards  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  CALLEY o r  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  g i v i n g  
a p l a toon  b r i e f i n g  a f te r  MEDINA had f i n i s h e d  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT OM MY LAI. 

a.  Un i t  s t r e n g t h .  

MITCHELLss p l a t o o n  was composed o f  on ly  two squads 
(pg.  8 ) ,  because t h e  company had s u s t a i n e d  a l o t  o f  i n j u r i e s  
from mines and boobytraps  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  Those he remembered 
be ing  i n  h i s  squad were;  STANLEY, OLSEN, LAGUNOY, MEADLO, 
BRYANT, and GRZESIR (pg.  1 4 ) ,  H e  d i d  n o t  remember i f  any 
o f  t h e s e  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
There w a s  no one i n  h i s  squad named " C a l i f o r n i a "  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

b.  The a s s a u l t .  

He d i d  n o t  h e a r  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  when h i s  squad 
came i n  about  0730 wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pgs .  8 ,  9) . Although 
he d i d  n o t  know t h e i r  number (pg. 1 5 ) ,  he  saw t h e  gunsh ips  . 
and s l i c k s  f i r i n g  (pg.  3 j . He s a w  r o c k e t s  going i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  po in t ed  o u t  t h e  LZ on t h e  map, b u t  
r e f u s e d  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  a s s a u l t  it-
s e l f  (pgs .  10 ,  2 4 ) .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he r e fused  t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  fo l lowing :  (1) t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  from which he  e x i t e d  (pg. 17)  ; ( 2 )  whether any 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p o r t e d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) ;  
and ( 3 )  whether he  hea rd  t h e  cease  f i r e  o r d e r  g iven  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

c. Act ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai .  

Although h e  d i d  n o t  remember where t hey  l a a g e r e d '  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 1 8 ) ,  h e  knew t h a t  they-moved s o u t h  t o -  
ward t h e  c o a s t  (pg.  12)  , and t h a t  they  jo lned  up w i t h  
B/4/3 (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  The n e x t  day MITCHELL'S p l a t o o n  went 
a f t e r  mor ta r  rounds a t o p  H i l l  85 (pg. 1 8 ) .  I t  was a t  t h i s  
t ime  t h a t  MEADLO w a s  i n j u r e d  (pg.  1 8 ) .  The p l a t o o n  then  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  company which was e x t r a c t e d  and brought  
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 19)  . H e  cou ld  recall  no mis s ions  t h e  
company had a f t e r  t h i s  (pg. 20) . 
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4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER ASSAULT. 

Although HENDERSON was a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  when MITCHELL 
a r r i v e d ,  h e  d i d  n o t  speak t o  t h e  men i n  MITCHELL'S presence  
and MITCHELL was n o t  asked any q u e s t i o n s  (pg ,  191 . MITCHELL 
does rot r e c a l l  anyone i d e n t i f y i n g  h imse l f  as an i n v e s t i g a t o r  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  No one,  i n c l u d i n g  MEDINA, s a i d  
anyth ing  about  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  ( p g s  20, 21r  2 4 ) .  
However, he  r e f u s e d  t o  r e v e a l  whether t h e  squad had d i scussed  
it a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 3 ) ,  o r  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e  mood 
of t h e  men (pg.  2 4 ) .  MITCHELL knew of no one whc was 
ques t ioned  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  !pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
why t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFOWTIBN. 

a.  ---Es t ima te  of  C Company. 

X e  thought t h a t  C Compacy was a good one (pg. 2 2 )  a 

H e  would n o t  d i s c l o s e  whe the r - those  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  inc iden t  were t h e  same people  with w h ~ nhe had 
t r a i n e d  i n  H a w a i i  (pg. 2 2 )  . 

b.2 S .  Eody ccant prccednres. 
m 


MITCHELL did not r eca l l .  the company procedure  f o r  
making a body count  (py. 11). However, he r e p o r t e d  K I A  t o  

CC ' h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r  . 11)  If a c i v i l i a n  were wounzed, 
0 t h i s  t o o  would be  r e p o r t e d  (pg.  1 6 ) .  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 
1--

v C a r d  " N i n e  

M-3 
MACV C a r d  
H a n d s  " 

" E n e m y  

I 
MACV C a r d  " G u i d e  

NOTES .-
W i t  had never seen 

~ u l e s 5  

PAGES 


i ssued card. 

W i t  had never s e e n  
before and . w a s  not  
i s s u e d  card. 

W i t  had never s e e n  

i n  Y o u r  

for  
before and w a s  not-.

l s s u e d  card. 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

loca t ion  of L Z . 
P-1 A e r i a l  photo of M y  L a i  
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( T h e  hear ing  reconvened a t  0 9 0 2  hour s ,  2 7  
D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 9 .  ) 

MR WEST: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order. 

RCDR : T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e d  persons are p resen t :  MR 
WEST, COL M I L L E R ,  COL FRANKLIN, COL WILSON, LTC PATTERSON, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

RCDR: T h e  next  w i t n e s s  i s  S ta f f  Sergeant  D a v i d  
MITCHELL. 

( S S G  D a v i d  MITCHELL w a s  cal led as 

a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  s w o r n ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s : )  


RCDR : Sergeant  MITCHELL, are you represented by 
counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I am. 

I C :  I ' m  O s s i e  BROWN, B a t o n  R o u g e ,  L o u i s i a n a .  

I C :  I ' m  C a p t a i n  J a m e s  L . S .  BOWDISH f r o m  Fort  H o o d .  

MR WEST: A r e  you t h e  m i l i t a r y  counsel? 

CPT BOWDISH: Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A r e  you a l a w y e r ?  

CPT BOWDISH: Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you are a l a w y e r ?  

MR BROWN: Y e s ,  s ir .  

RCDR : Sergeant MITCHELL, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  
name, grade, Social S e c u r i t y  number, branch of service, 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  D a v i d  MITCHELL, S t a f f  Sergeant ,  
U.S. A r m y ,  C h a r l i e  C o m p a n y ,  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  
For t  H o o d ,  T e x a s .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  MITCHELL, before w e  s t a r t  i n  w i t h  
any q u e s t i o n s ,  C o l o n e l  MILLER w i l l  g ive you some pre-
l i m i n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  
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COL MILLER: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, M r .  BROWN, Cap ta in  
BOWDISH. Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
Uni ted S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two 
major areas: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command of what i s  now commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, 
and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
in format ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

I t  i s  n o t  t h e  pr imary purpose of  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  
of e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened a t  My La i ,  a l though  from t i m e  t o  
t i m e  we may g e t  i n t o  some of t h e s e  matters. The pr imary 
purpose i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and w e  have 
reviewed many s t a t e m e n t s  made by wi tnes ses  i n  p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Today your  t es t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h  
and a verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  we a l s o  have a t a p e  r e c o r d e r ,  and t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  and answers are be ing  tape-recorded.  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  e x c e p t  where a h i g h e r  classi-
f i c a t i o n  is  r e q u i r e d .  However, it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some 
o r  a l l  of  t h e  tes t imony may, a t  some l a t e r  t ime ,  become 
a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Se rgean t ,  as I unders tand  it, you are an 
accused r ight .  now as a result of some of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
coming from My L a i  ( 4 ) .  However, you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s .  
And I ,  of  cou r se ,  exc lude  from t h a t  your  counse l  and 
whatever you have t o  do t o  p repa re  f o r  t r i a l .  But ou t -  
s i d e  of t h e  h e a r i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  pub- 
l i c ,  you should  n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g , o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a -  
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t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of duty ,  o r  a s  you may 
be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  admin-
i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r i b u n a l .  I might add h e r e ,  of 
course,.as you must do t o  p r e p a r e ' f o r  t r i a l .  

Sergeant ,  I j u s t  s t a t e d  t o  you a few moments 
ago t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I t o l d  you 
we had read  p r i o r  s ta tements .  Among t h e s e  s ta tements  
a r e  t h e  two s ta tements  you have made, one t o  t h e  C I D ,  
and one t o  t h e  inspec to r  genera l .  I b e l i e v e  you made 
it t o  Colonel WTLSON. 

W e  are aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  now 
under cour t -mar t ia l  charges a l l e q i n g  t h a t  you committed 
t h e  o f fense  of a s s a u l t  w?th i n t e n t  t o  commit murder. I 
note  t h a t  on 23  September, i n  your s ta tement  taken a t  
t h a t  t ime, t h e  C I D  i n t e r r o g a t o r  informed you t h a t  you 
w e r e  suspected of t h e  o f fense  of murder. 

Before w e  proceed I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  
you a r e  aware of your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  You c e r t a i n l y  
have a r i q h t ,  before  you answer any ques t ions ,  now o r  
then, t o  c o n s u l t  with your counsel.  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you a r e  suspected and charged 
with the of fense  of a s s a u l t  with i n t e n t  t o  commit \ 

murder o f ,  I t h i n k ,  3 0 ,  more o r  i e s s ,  c i v i i i a n s  i n  o r  
nea r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  Vietnam, on o r  about 
t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968. 

That being t h e  c a s e ,  you have, before  t h i s  
hea r ing  today,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ;  t o  say  nothing 
a t  a l l .  Any s ta tement  you do make may be used a s  evidence 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i q h t  t o  c o n s u l t  with counse l ,  and 
by counsel  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer, and t o  have counsel 
p r e s e n t  wi th  you during t h e  hear ing .  You may r e t a i n  
c i v i l i a n  counsel a t  your own expense o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel 
w i l l  be provided. This  w i l l  be t h e  m i l i t a r y  counsel  of 
your own s e l e c t i o n ,  i f  reasonably a v a i l a b l e .  

0. Now, you a r e  a l ready represented  by c i v i l i a n  
counsel .  I t a k e  it t h i s  is  counsel  of your choice? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q And your  m i l i t a r y  counse l  is  your appoin ted  
m i l i t a r y  counse l  f o r  your  defense  i n  t h e  charges  now 
pending? 

A. - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. . A r e  you s a t i s f i e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. During t h e  h e a r i n g  today ,  you may c o n s u l t  
w i th  your counse l  a t  any t ime ,  and counse l  may c o n s u l t  
w i t h  you. I f  neces sa ry ,  you may t a k e  a r e c e s s  and go 
o u t s i d e .  W e  have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t .  However, t h e  
answers t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e  p u t  t o  you should come 
from you. 

You have t h e  r i g h t ,  of cou r se ,  t o  n o t  
answer any q u e s t i o n ,  t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  t o  
s t o p  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  such t ime a s  you dec ide  t h a t  
you do n o t  want t o  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  what I 
have t o l d  you s o  f a r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Capta in  BOWDISH? 

CPT BOWDISH: No, sir. 

Q. M r .  BROWN? 

I C :  . No, sir.  

Q. Do you want any f u r t h e r  exp lana t ion ,  or 
anyth ing  added t o  what I ' v e  s a i d ?  

IC: You've covered it ' s u f f i c i e n t l y .  

Q. You have your counsel .  My nex t  q u e s t i o n  i s  
whether you would be w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  today? 
You may want t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  counse l  on t h i s  b e f o r e  you 
answer. 

(The w i t n e s s  consu l t ed  w i t h  h i s  counse l . )  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  so long  a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  d o n ' t  t end  
t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

MR WEST: Thank you, Se rgean t  MITCHELL. Se rgean t  
MITCHELL, would you t e l l  us p l e a s e  what your  ass ignment  
w a s  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, i968? 

A. S i r ,  I was a squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  My 
assignment s o  f a r  a s  w i t h i n  t h e  p l a toon  concerned--I was 
on t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  of t h e  p l a toon .  

Q- You w e r e  a squad l e a d e r  i n  what squad and 
what p l a toon?  

A. The t h i r d  squad,  1st P la toon .  

Q. What company? 

A. C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q. Of t h e  1/20? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h e  planned a s s a u l t  
on M y  L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Can you r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  r e s p e c t -  
f u l l y ,  on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  I ' l l  d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My La i  ( 4 )  , t o  t h e  15 th  
of March 1968. Did you a t t e n d  a f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  a 
man named WEBER who had been k i l l e d  a s h o r t  t i m e  be fo re?  

A. I a t t e n d e d  a f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  
say i f  it w a s  f o r  WEBER o r  n o t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  what t ime of day t h i s  was? 

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  sir.  

Q- Now, we've had tes t imony t h a t  a l s o  on t h i s  
a f t e rnoon  t h e r e  was a b r i e f i n g  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company on 
t h i s  upcoming o p e r a t i o n ,  on t h e  a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Did you a t t e n d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. When was t h e  b r i e f i n g  wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f u n e r a l ?  

A. Immediately fo l lowing .  


Q =  Where was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you recall  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of LZ D o t t i e  
where it was? 

A. No, s ir .  


Q - The f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  was ou tdoors?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you happen t o  remember t h e  name o f  t h e  chap- 
l a i n  t h a t  conducted t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - How d i d  t h e  members of t h e  company f e e l  d u r i n g  
and a f t e r  t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  WEBER? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  e x a c t l y  how everyone f e l t ,  sir. H e  
went t o  Vietnam wi th  t h e  u n i t .  He had a ve ry  good p e r s o n a l i t y .  
I ' d  say  he  was w e l l  l i k e d  by a l l  t h e  men. However, I c o u l d n ' t  
say what t h e i r  f z e l i z g s  were a f t e r  t h e  mcrncrial. 

Q. During t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  fo l lowed,  
who t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men? 

A. The company commander, sir. 

Q- What. w a s  h i s  name? 

A. Capta in  E r n e s t  MEDINA. 

Q. Did anybody e l s e  add res s  t h e  company d u r i n g  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q - What d i d  Capta in  MEDINA t e l l  t h e  company about  t h e  
t h e  upcoming o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer on t h e  
grounds t h a t  it might t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  
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Q. J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  I was about  t o  ask what 
o r d e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  by Captain  MEDINA t o  t h e  company, and 
what he s t a t e d  t o  t h e  company t h e  miss ion  was f o r  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  t h e  n e x t  day,  and anyth ing  he might have s a i d  as t o  
how t h e  company should conduct i t s e l f  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
On t h a t  b a s i s ,  I ' l l  aga in  ask you, i f  you can,  t o  t e l l  us 
what Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company? 

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it might t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q. A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  could you t e l l  us what t h e  
mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  company was, and how they  f e l t  about  
t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  coming up t h e  nex t  day? For example, were 
t hey  s c a r e d ,  o r  were t hey  t e n s e  o r  nervous ,  o r  j u s t  how d i d  
they  f e e l  about  i t ?  Were they  ready t o  go? 

A. They were a b i t  a f r a i d .  We had been i n  t h e  a r e a  
be fo re .  W e  w e r e  s h o r t  on pe r sonne l ,  a l s o .  I myself can re-
c a l l  t h i n k i n g  t h a t .  I ' d  say  o v e r a l l  t h e y  w e r e  maybe a l i t t l e  
a f r a i d .  

Q- The men i n  t h e  company knew t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  t h e y ,  
and what t h e y  w e r e  coming up a g a i n s t ?  

A. They knew t h e  a r e a  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  sir. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Before  w e  leave.  t h e  1 5 t h ,  does anyone 
have a q u e s t i o n  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e ?  Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

MR WEST: Colone l  FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: Y e s ,  s ir .  Do you recall  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
g e t t i n g  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  and t h e  squad l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r  
on t h e  15 th?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I cannot .  

Q. How d i d  you know what you were going t o  do wi th  
your  squad t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY b r i e f i n g  us .  

Q. How about  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  
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A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone b r i e f i n g  m e  a f t e r  t h e  corn-
pany b r i e f i n g ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, w a s  t h e  mor t a r  p l a t o o n  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They d i d  go a long  on t h e  l i f t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  came i n  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  sir .  

Q. Did t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  have a p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  recal l ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  g rade  o r  h i s  rank? 
The one who h e l d  t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. How may squads  were i n  your p l a t o o n  f o r  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  had two squads ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  sir. 

MR WEST: Tha t  l a s t  was h e l p f u l .  W e  had tes t imony t h a t  
t h e r e  were j u s t  two squads  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  a l though  w e  re-
ce ived  one s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e .  So t h i s  h e l p s  
clear up t h a t  p o i n t .  Can you t e l l  us now, Se rgean t  MITCHELL, 
about t h e  movement on t h e  n e x t  morning, from LZ D o t t i e  t o  
t h e  a s s a u l t  a r e a  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? For  example, i n  what l i f t  
was your squad? Were you f i r s t  o u t  o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  he l i cop -  
t e r ,  f o r  example? 

A. I t h i n k  my squad w a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know who was i n  t h e  l e a d  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q.  We've r e c e i v e d  ev idence  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  went i n  a t  about  0730  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. 
Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. I t  w a s  p r e t t y  e a r l y .  I ' d  say  it w a s  probably 
around t h a t  t i m e ,  s ir .  

Q. A s  you w e r e  coming i n  and approaching t h e  l and ing  
zone, d i d  you h e a r  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q. There  had been an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  b u t  you 
d i d n ' t  h e a r  any of i t ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. How about  gunship f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  a l l  t h e  gunships  were f i r i n g .  
Not a l l  t h e  gunsh ips ,  b u t  t h e  gunners on t h e  s l i c k s  t h a t  we 
w e r e  on. I know t h a t  on my p a r t i c u l a r  s l i c k  t h e . g u n n e r s  
were f i r i n g .  

Q- On t h e  s l i c k  t h a t  you w e r e  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h e  gunships  t h a t  accompanied 
t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. There  were some r o c k e t s  be ing  f i r e d ,  s i r .  They 
had t o  come from t h e  gunsh ips .  

MR WEST: Okay. Le t  m e  have t h e  photograph and t h e  map. 

(The r e c o r d e r  handed t h e  aer ia l  photograph,  
E x h i b i t  P-1 and t h e  map, E x h i b i t  MAP-$, t o  MR WEST.) 


MR WEST: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, I show you a v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  

photograph of  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  and a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map 

of t h e  same area. Has t h e  map been e n t e r e d  a s  an e x h i b i t ?  

I b e l i e v e  it has .  


RCDR : Is t h a t  anno ta t ed  s h e e t  6 7 3 9 ,  s i r ?  


MR WEST: Y e s .  


RCDR: T h a t ' s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4, sir. 
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MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  Sergeant  MITCHELL i s  
looking  a t  MAP-4, and an a e r i a l  photograph of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
hamlet  and sur rounding  a r e a .  Are you o r i e n t a t e d  enough, ser-
gean t?  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  photograph and on 
t h e  map. O u r  ev idence  i s  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone was imrnedi-
a te ly--Well ,  t h i s  i s  n o r t h  on t h e  map of cou r se ,  and wes t ,  
and e a s t  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . .  Evidence we r e c e i v e d  i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone w a s  immediately west  of t h e  ham- 
l e t ,  o u t  i n  t h i s  r ice paddy. Do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a  now? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Can you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us what happened when t h e  
l i f t  came i n ,  and what you and your squad d i d  du r ing  t h i s  
t ime? 

A - S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

1969. ) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0933 hour s ,  2 7  December 

1969 .) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0936 hour s ,  2 7  December 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e ,  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, l e t  me ask you a q u e s t i o n  which 
perhaps you can answer. A t  t h e  t ime you and your  men g o t  o u t  
of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and were on t h e  ground g e t t i n g  ready  f o r  
t h e  a s s a u l t ,  would you t e l l  us what t h e  mood of your  men w a s ,  
and how they  f e l t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

I C :  M r .  WEST, s i r ,  would you be k ind  enough t o  r e p e a t  
t h e  ques t ion?  

MR WEST: When you and your squad g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  l and ing  zone,  I unders tand t h a t  you moved toward 
t h e  hamlet  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and then  took up a  p o s i t i o n  t o  w a i t  
f o r  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  assemble. Could you t e l l  us a t  t h i s  t i m e  

(MITCHELL) 10 APP T-41 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

what t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  your squad was, and how they 
f e l t  about t h e  upcoming ope ra t ion?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t - - I t  would be impossible  f o r  m e  
t o  t e l l  you how t h e  men f e l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. How d i d  you f e e l  about  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer any ques t ions  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it would i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  move then  t o  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. 
The evidence t h a t  w e  rece ived  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  company moved 
through t h e  hamlet  of My Lai ( 4 )  r a t h e r  r a p i d l y ,  and then 
formed a rough pe r ime te r  e a s t  of t h e  hamlet  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 
L a t e r  on, it moved f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  and jo ined  up with  
B/4/3, and dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  
p l a toon  went sou th  of H i l l  85 on a s h o r t  mission.  Now, a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h e  a c t i o n  dur ing  t h e  day, C h a r l i e  Company re-
p o r t e d  coming ac ross  t h e  86 VC k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  Can you 
t e l l  u s ,  Sergeant  MITCHELL, what t h e  procedure was i n  t h e  
company f o r  making t h e  body count? For example, d i d  you 
a c t u a l l y  have t o  see dead VC be fo re  you could count them 
KIA's? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  couldn- say. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  procedure? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  d i d  you r e p o r t  enemy 
c a s u a l t i e s  t o  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r ?  Was t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
procedure? 

Personnel  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f  I had a man i n j u r e d  I would r e p o r t  it. 

Q. How about  enemy k i l l e d ?  

A. I ' d  do t h a t  a l s o ,  sir.  

Q. So, i f  somebody i n  your squad s h o t  a VC,  then  he 
would r e p o r t  through you t o  t h e  p l a toon  l eade r?  
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A.  I f  he w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, of  cou r se ,  you a r e  w e l l  aware of  t h e  p u b l i -
c i t y  t h a t ' s  occur red  r e c e n t l y  about  w h a t ' s  been c a l l e d  t h e  
My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  and,  of cou r se ,  t h i s  has  i nc luded  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  many noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s ,  were k i l l e d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of C h a r l i e  Company through 
My L a i  ( 4 )  hamlet .  A f t e r  t h e  company was th rough ,  and a-
round t h e  t ime t h a t  you set  up a pe r ime te r  east of t h e  ham-
l e t ,  d i d  you h e a r  anyone g i v e  any o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot-
i n g ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  A t  any t i m e  on t h i s  day,  o r  i n  t h e  
two days fo l lowing ,  d i d  anyone come t o  you and say  t h a t  he  
was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and ask you any q u e s t i o n s  
about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  No,t t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Now, w e  have r e c e i v e d  tes t imony t h a t  C h a r l i e  Corn-
pany was e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and went back t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and t h a t  some of t h e  members of t h e  company were 
ques t ioned  a t  t h i s  t ime  by Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander, about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  corn-
rnander? 

A.  Not p e r s o n a l l y ,  sir .  I knew him by s i g h t .  

a. - You knew who he was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  occas ion?  I t  would have 
been i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  and w e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  be t h e  a f t e rnoon  
of t h e  18 th?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  recall .  
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Q- Sergeant  MITCHELL, can you t e l l  u s  what t h e  corn-
pany d i d  on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  16th of March, 1968? That ' s  
a f t e r  you w e r e  through i n  My Lai ,  and f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day? 

(The wltness  conferred w i t h  counse l ,  1 

I C  : Could we have j u s t  a minute o r  two, M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hearing recessed a t  0 9 4 3  hours ,  27 December 
1969.1 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0946 hours ,  27 December 
1969. I 

A l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  . 

If I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  I had asked you, Sergeant  
MITCHELL, be fo re  we recessed ,  i f  you could t e l l  us  what C h a r l i e  
Company did on t h e  af ternoon of 1 6  March 1968, and a f t e r  it 
g o t  through t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. A f t e r  t h e  company was t o g e t h e r  again a s  a whole, 
w e  a t e  chow and continued t h e  searching  of t h e  zone. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what d i r e c t i o n  you were moving? Was 
it i n  a g e n e r a l l y  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Toward t h e  coas t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What happened dur ing  t h e  af ternoon? 

Nothing t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. Did you jo in  up wi th  B/4/3 l a t e r  on 
t h a t  af ternoon? 

I don " know. 
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Q* W e  have ev idence  t h a t  you d i d  j o i n  w i t h  B/4/3, 
and l aage red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  around 
t h e  cemetery. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  cemetery? 

A. W e  d i d  j o i n  f o r c e s  w i t h  B/4/3, s i r ,  b u t  I was 
i n  doubt a s  t o  whether  it was t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  n o t .  W e  
d i d  j o i n  f o r c e s  w i t h  them. I t h i n k  it w a s  l a t e  i n  
t h e  af ternoon.  

Q - Could you t e l l  us t h e  names of t h e  men i n  your  
squad? 

A. I would l i k e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  i f  I could.  

Q - I ' l l  t a k e  any of  them t h a t  you can remember? 

A. What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  s ay  i s  I j u s t . d o n 1 t  remember 
names t h a t  w e l l .  I had men i n  t h e  squad by t h e  name of  
STANLEY, OLSEN, and LAGUNOY. 

Q- That  l a s t  one I d i d n ' t  hea r?  

A. LAGUNOY. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  DUBOIS. T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
can remember, sir .  I r e c a l l  t h o s e  names, b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  
f o r  s u r e  i f  t hey  w e r e  members of  my squad a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. How about  MEADLO? 

A. I t h i n k  MEADLO was a m e m b e r  of  t h e  squad,  sir. 

Q- W a s  CARTER a member of your squad? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q- How about  GRZESIK? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q *  D o  you remember GRZESIK? Do you remember h i s  
name? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h e  name. 

Q- Did you mention BRYANT? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was a member of t h e  squad a t  
t h e  t i m e .  H e  was a member of  my squad. 
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Q - Before w e  g e t  i n t o  anything else, Colonel MILLER, 
do you have ques t ions?  

COL MILLER: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back f o r  a moment t o  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  you made your a s s a u l t  l andings .  You m e n t i o ~ ~ e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  were some gunships i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and they  were f i r i n g  
b e f o r e  you landed. DO you r e c a l l  how many gunships you saw 
about t h e  t ime you made your landing;  two, f o u r ,  o r  how many? 

A. No, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  you a f i g u r e  a t  a l l .  

Q. No i d e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  MITCHELL, how many t i m e s  dur ing  t h e  
p e r i o d  January t o  March d i d  you change duty  assignments 
and go from squad l e a d e r  t o  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  and s o  f o r t h ?  
Could you e s t i m a t e  t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you r e a l l y  an a c c u r a t e  account.  I 
was p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  when I came i n t o  count ry ,  and then  I was 
s e n t  t o  another  p l a toon  a s  squad l e a d e r ,  and back t o  another  
p l a toon  a s  p l a toon  se rgean t .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say because 
I worked wi th  a l o t  of men, and I was a l l  confused. 

Q- The squad t h a t  you l e d  i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  was t h e r e  
any s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h a t  squad? Were t h e  members of t h a t  squad 
t h e  same people  who w e r e  i n  t h a t  squad t h e  week ,before ,  o r  
was it reorganized?  

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t end  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q- Can you t e l l  m e  i f  you know of anyone i n  your 
p la toon  o r  i n  your squad who d i d  n o t  go on t h i s  miss ion,  
and remained e i t h e r  i n  LZ D o t t i e  o r  down i n  Duc Pho? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant  MITCHELL, I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  back t o  
t h e  body count  i f  I could. Were you r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  non-
combatant c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. The on ly  way I could answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  a s  
fo l lows .  I had seen--our company had s e n t  some c i v i l i a n s  
o u t  on a medevac a s  w e  moved through t h e i r  a r e a s .  So f a r  
as my r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being t o l d  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  were 
s h o t  and t o  r e p o r t  it, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who t o l d .  
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Q. W e l l ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s a u l t ,  l e t ' s  
t a k e  any a s s a u l t .  Were your i n s t r u c t i o n s  such t h a t  you had 
t o  r e p o r t  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  i n  accordance w i t h  an SOP? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i f  some c i v i l i a n  was i n j u r e d  
as w e  moved through an a r e a ,  t h a t  t hey  would r e p o r t  i t  and 
medevac him ou t .  

Q - Do you know i f  t h e r e  were any r e p o r t e d  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  on 
t h e  grounds t h a t  it might t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

LTC PATTERSON: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, i n  a s o l d i e r ' s  terms, how 
do you d e f i n e  a noncombatant i n  your  own mind? 

A. F i r s t ,  s i r ,  I guess  I ' d  have t o  d e f i n e  who w a s  
combatant. The s imple  f a c t  i s  t h a t  you could p a s s  anyone 
en r o u t e  t o  a miss ion  who would seem l i k e  any everyday farm- 
e r ,  I imagine.  However, I wouldn ' t  vouch f o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  mgn wou ldn ' t  shoo t  a t  me when we t u r n e d  t h e  cor-
ner .  The re fo re ,  it would be ha rd  f o r  me t o  d e f i n e  a non-
combatant,  u n l e s s  he w a s  complete ly  o r  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  
o r  t o o  young. 

Q. What k i n d  of  t r a i n i n g  d i d  you g i v e  t o  your  peo- 
p l e  concerning who w a s  o r  who w a s  n o t ,  o r  how t o  de te rmine  
a noncombatant? 

A. The second answer, I t h i n k .  

Q - Would you r e p e a t  your  answer? 

A. My answer w a s  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Q. I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  gunships .  You had been on s e v e r a l  
a i rmob i l e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I presume, whi le  you were i n  Vietnam. 
Riding i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you have a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you 
u s u a l l y  rode  as a squad l e a d e r  o r  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. No, sir.  I rode  anywhere I could  i n  t h e  gunship.  
A l o t  of  t i m e s  t hey  would g e t  mixed up. 

Q. Excuse m e .  You mean s l i c k s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  S l i c k s .  
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Q- Did you make it a h a b i t  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  one o u t ,  
o r  were you j u s t  i n  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  members of your squad? 

A. Normally, on my gunshipa I ' d  t r y  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  
one out .  

Q Did you s i t  on t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t ?  

A. It d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e *  

Q. Did you e x i t  from t h e  same s i d e ,  o r  d i d  you e x i t  
from any p a r t i c u l a r  s i d e  of t h e  s l i c k ?  

A. It was SOP, s i r ,  t o  e x i t  from t h e  s i d e  t h a t  you 
were near .  They would have both  doors open and you would 
e x i t  from t h e  door you w e r e  near .  

Q. From which s i d e  d i d  you e x i t  on t h e  morning of 
16 March, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t end  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q- The gunships  u s u a l l y  come i n  on both  s i d e s  of t h e  
s l i c k s  as they  are making t h e i r  a s s a u l t  l anding .  You d o n ' t  
happen t o  r e c a i i  i f  you saw gunships  on both sides of t h e  
s l i c k s ,  o r  one s i d e ,  o r  any p o s i t i v e  number of gunships? 

A. No, sir. 

a* The members of your squad--You s a i d  t h a t  you 
have t r o u b l e  wi th  names. Did you have nicknames f o r  each 
o t h e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you have anybody who would be c a l l e d  "Louis iana,"  
"Boston," or  " C a l i f o r n i a ? "  

A. No, sir. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  MITCHELL, can you t e l l  us about t h e  
ope ra t ions  of C h a r l i e  Company on t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  17th  of 
March? We've g o t  evidence t h a t  t h e y ,  from t h e  n$ght l a a g e r  
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a r e a ,  moved sou th .  I f  I could d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
b i g  map on t h e  w a l l  t h a t  has  been in t roduced  i n t o  ev idence  
a s  MAP-1. Can you t e l l  us about  t h i s ?  I f  you l i k e ,  you 
can s t e p  t o  t h e  map, and i n d i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t e r  where 
t h e  company moved, i f  you r e c a l l .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where we l aage red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
sir. A s  f a r  as t h e  n e x t  day, I t h i n k  we moved on by p l a -  
toon,  s o  I can answer on ly  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  I was i n .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. W e  w e r e  t o  s ea rch  around t h e  base  of H i l l  85. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  was o u r  miss ion ,  s i r .  

Q - Did t h i s  miss ion  have anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  any 
mor ta r  rounds? 

A. I t h i n k  some mor t a r  rounds were found on t o p  of  
H i l l  85, sir. 

Q - Is t h i s  t h e  t i m e  when MEADLO s t epped  on a mine? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  We've had some tes t imony t h a t  i t  w a s  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion  t h a t  MEADLO s tepped  on a  mine, 
and had t o  be  evacuated.  Can you t e l l  us what happened on 
t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day,  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  w i t h  your p l a toon?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  moved up t o  t h e  base  of  t h e  h i l l ,  s i r ,  
and w e  began s e a r c h i n g  it. The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  took a squad 
of t h e  men and he moved f a r t h e r  up t h e  h i l l  t o  check it o u t  
more thoroughly ,  and i n  t h e  p roces s  of  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  man 
MEADLO w a s  i n j u r e d .  H e  was medevac'd o u t  and-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where were you when MEADLO w a s  
i n j u r e d ?  

A. I w a s  on t h e  base  of t h e  h i l l ,  sir .  

Q. You w e r e n ' t  c l o s e  t o  him? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t  on t h e  17 th?  
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A. I t h i n k  w e  moved back and l i n k e d  up wi th  t h e  
company, s i r ,  and were brought  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  a s  b e s t  
as I can r e c a l l .  

Q o  W e l l ,  we've had some evidence i n d i c a t i n g  that the 
company moved south  through s e v e r a l  hamlets .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- When i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  company was 
e x t r a c t e d  and s e n t  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  Was t h i s  on t h e  1 7 t h  
or t h e  18 th?  L e t  m e  p u t  it t h i s  way. Did you spend 2 
n i g h t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall ,  sir.  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember t h e  company moving through two 
or t h r e e  hamle ts  a s  t h e y  went s o u t h ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  VC? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. You mentioned t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  a  wh i l e  ago on 
H i l l  $ 5 .  Was t h a t  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  company was l i f t e d  o u t  and t aken  
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did any o f f i c e r s  meet you when you g o t  back t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  Colonel HENDERSON was a t  t h e  l and ing  zone 
when w e  came i n ,  sir. 

Q- Did he  t a l k  t o  t h e  men t h e r e  i n  your  presence? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  ask you any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 
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Q. I ' v e  a l r e a d y  asked you whether anybody came and 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  an i n c i d e n t .  Did anybody 
e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  what happened t h a t  d a t e  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. We've had tes t imony tha t - -Capta in  MEDINA s a i d  
t h a t  he g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t a l k e d  t o  them. H e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  and he  
t o l d  them t h a t  it would be  b e s t  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t  u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was f i n i s h e d .  Do you recal l  
anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q There have been some s t a t emen t s  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  men of  C h a r l i e  Company may have been smoking 
mar i juana ,  o r  might have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  it t h a t  
day i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  D o  you know anyth ing  about  such a t h i n g ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q .  W a s  t h e r e  problem i n  t h e  company a t  a l l  i n v o l v i n g  
the use of mar i juana  t o  your  knowledge?, 

A. I c a n ' t .  recal l  any problem, sir. 

Q How long w e r e  you wi th  C h a r l i e  Company a f t e r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  f i n i s h e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  of March 1968? 

A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  company f o r  my complete t o u r  
i n  Vietnam. 

Q. When d i d  you l eave?  

A. November of 1968. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us what happened t o  C h a r l i e  Com-
pany a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  Where you went,  what 
o p e r a t i o n s  you w e r e  on,  what you d i d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  we've been t o l d  two o r  t h r e e  t h i n g s .  One 
i s  t h a t  - - I guess  w e  h a v e n ' t  mentioned Task Force  Barker  
i n  t a l k i n g  t o  you, but  C h a r l i e  Company, on 16 March 6 8,  w a s  
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assigned t o  Task Force Barker,  and t h i s  was a Task Force 
Barker Operation. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
was broken up about t h e  9 th  of A p r i l  1968? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  we r e j o i n e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Then Char l i e  Company d i d  go back t o  t h e  1/20? Q e  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  company being pu t  on a r i c e -
d e n i a l  ope ra t ion?  

A. 	 NO, sir. 

Q- You c a n ' t  remember any missions be fo re  t h i s  time 
o r  a f t e r  t h i s  t ime i n  November? . 
A. No, sir. 


MR WEST: Colonel MILLER? 


COL MILLER: Was it a p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  company t o  have memorial 

s e r v i c e s  for a l l  men who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Was t h i s  one j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  o r  was t h e r e  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. NO, sir. 


COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  MITCHELL, when you went i n t o  My Lai  

( 4 )  you had only  two squads. Where was t h e  t h i r d  squad? 

A. 	 S i r ,  t h e  company was s h o r t  on personnel .  

Q. Why were you s h o r t ?  L e t  me ask you t h i s  ques t ion .  
When you came over  from Hawaii, were you f i l l e d  up, and up t o  
f u l l  s t r e n g t h ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  so.  

Q. 	 What had happened t o  g e t  you down t o  two squads? 

A. We had a l o t  of men i n j u r e d  by mines and booby 
t r a p s .  

c?. 	 How many men were k i l l e d  before  MEADLO? 
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A. H e  was t h e  on ly  one k i l l e d .  

Q. You had a l o t  of men wounded? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- About how many w e r e  wounded would you say?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Ten, f i f t e e n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q - The men w i t h  whom you had gone i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
were t h e s e  guys wi th  whom you had come o v e r  from Hawaii,  most 
of them? 

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q- I ' l l  ask you ano the r  ques t ion .  You've been i n  a 
l o t  of r i f l e  companies. Do you t h i n k  C h a r l i e  Company was a 
good company, and w e l l  t r a i n e d  t o  perform i t s  miss ion  i n  
Vietnam when it went i n ?  I n  your p l a toon ,  your  company--
This  i s  your f i r s t  w a r  i s n ' t  i t ,  Se rgean t  MITCHELL? 

-
A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How d i d  you f e e l  going i n t o  Vietnam? With t h e  
people  whom you had,  d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  good 
shape? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Now, may I ask t h a t  you look back on t h a t  p l a t o o n  
and C h a r l i e  Company. Compared t o  t h e  o u t f i t  you are i n  now, 
and compared t o  o t h e r  o u t f i t s ,  do you t h i n k  it was a good ou t -  
f i t ?  

A, Yes sir, 

COL FRANKLIN: Thanks, very  much. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, w a s  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY wounded 
on H i l l  85? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir .  
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Q. When you came from Hawaii t o  Vietnam, d i d  you go 
through a t r a i n i n g  cou r se ,  o r  d i d  t h e  company go through a 
t r a i n i n g  cou r se ,  e i t h e r  a t  Duc Pho o r  Chu L a i ,  f o r  about  a 
week? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  went th rough  a t r a i n i n g  course  a t  Duc 
Pho f o r  about  a week, sir.  

Q. Do you remember much about  t h e  course ,  t h e  type  
of i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  was g iven ,  o r  whether  it w a s  classroom 
o r  p r a c t i c a l  s t u f f ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir .  The most I can remember i s  
t h a t  it w a s  t a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  sir. W e  had a few i n s t r u c t o r s  
come and g i v e  us  i n s t r u c t i o n  on how t o  look f o r  booby t r a p s ,  
and where t hey  are normal ly  found,  and how t o  d e s t r o y  them, 
and how t o  s e a r c h  and clear a v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  s o r t  of s t u f f .  

9- Did you g e t  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on hand l ing  of p r i s o n e r s  
of war? 

A. None t h a t  I can , recall ,  sir. 
. . 

Q e  Was t h e r e  any l e g a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  g iven  a t  a l l  i n  
t h i s  course?  I mean by t h a t  t h e  Geneva Convention, and t h e  
-A-
v171as zf l a ~ dwarfare ,  and so forth? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, sir. 

Q. Do you recal l  any i n s t r u c t o r s ,  o r  had you known 
them be fo re?  Were they  from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. When you went t o  Vietnam, were you and your  u n i t  
i s s u e d  some c a r d s ,  pocke t  c a r d s ?  

A. None t h a t  I can recall ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Se rgean t  MITCHELL, when you g o t  back from 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you and members of your  squad o r  your  
p l a toon  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Sir, I r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer on t h e  grounds 
. tha t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  
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Q. Couid you p o s s i b l y  t e l l  m e  t hen  what t h e  r e a c t i o n  
of t h e  men was a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

MR WEST: I ' l l  ask  you, Se rgean t  MITCHELL, could you t e l l  
us what a c t u a l l y  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 
1 96 8? 

A. S i r ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  it may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  m e .  

Q. 	 Well,  perhaps  you can answer t h i s .  Could you t e l l  
m e  why t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  o r  whatever happened? 

Do you have any i d e a ?  


A. 	 No, sir. 

Q. But,  you a r e  s u r e  you d o n 8 t  r e c a l l  anybody t e l l i n g  
you o r  t h e  company t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h i s ?  

. A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone. 

MR 	 WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  


(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1015 hours ,  27  December 

1959. ! 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1020 hours ,  2 7  December 
1969.) 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

COL WILSON:  May I have E x h i b i t s  M-2, M-3, and M-4 p lease?  
(The documents w e r e  handed t o  COL W I L S O N . )  Sergeant  MITCHELL, 
I have t h r e e  e x h i b i t s  a t  which I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look t o  see 
i f  you have e v e r  seen  them be fo re .  And I ' l l  ask you a couple 
of ques t ions  on each i n d i v i d u a l  e x h i b i t .  F i r s t  I show you 
E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." (The document was handed 
t o  t h e  wi tness . )  This  i s  a pocket  ca rd  which i s  prepared by 
t h e  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam. Have you e v e r  
seen t h i s  ca rd?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You w e r e  never  i s s u e d  one of t h e s e  cards?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q- E x h i b i t  M-3 i s  t i t l e d  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands." 
I t ' s  another  MACV card.  Have you e v e r  seen  i t ?  (The docu- 
ment was handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. No, sir .  

Q =  The t h i r d  e x h i b i t  i s  M-4 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Guidance For 
Commanders." I t ' s  a "For O f f i c i a l  U s e  Only" document, a l s o  
a MACV p u b l i c a t i o n .  Have you seen  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Allegedly ,  ca rds  M-2 and M - 3  w e r e  supposed t o  have 
been i s s u e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  Republic of V i e t -
nam on an i n d i v i d u a l  i s s u e  b a s i s .  Do you know i f  any of t h e  
members of your  u n i t ,  squad, o r  p l a toon  had t h e s e  type  cards?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' v e  
even seen  t h e  card .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n  regard ing  
i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  This  would have been given a t  t h e  combat 
c e n t e r  when you came i n t o  t h e  country.  

A. S i r ,  when w e  came i n t o  t h e  count ry  w e  d i d n ' t  come 
t o  t h e  Combat Center .  
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Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  you s a i d  you came through Duc Pho. 
Well ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  were you g iven  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s  o r  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s  i n  combat? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can recall ,  sir.  

Q m  You seem t o  r ecogn ize  t h e  name Combat Cente r .  Had 
you e v e r  been t o  t h i s  a t  a l l ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q A s  an o b s e r v e r ,  o r  f o r  any o t h e r  reason?  

A.  Upon d e p a r t i n g  Vietnam, y e s ,  s ir .  I processed  
through t h e  Combat Cente r  p r i o r  t o  go ing  t o  one of  t h e  ten-
ters f o r  shipment beyond t h e r e .  

Q The Combat Cen te r ,  t h e n ,  a l s o  had a r o l e  of ou t -
p roces s ing  as w e l l  a s  i np roces s ing?  

A.  Outprocess ing  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Did you s t a y  t h e r e  long? 

A .  Overnight .  

Q. This  was i n  Chu L a i ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you g iven  any i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  what was t h e  
reason  f o r  going? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  sir.  When I w a s  a t  Duc Pho 
I w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  Combat Center  a t  Chu La i .  W e  s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  t h e r e .  On t h e  n e x t  day we were shipped t o  Cam Ranh Bay. 

Q. W e l l ,  you r e c e i v e d ,  I suppose,  replacements  f o r  
your squad o r  your  p l a toon  i f  you were p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  
During t h e  t ime  were you a p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  i n f a n t r y  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  any o f  t h e s e  
people  who came i n ?  
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A. N o ,  sir. 

(2 Did they  e v e r  have any comments about  i t ?  

No, s ir .  

Q Did you know of  anyone, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  u n i t  a f f i l -
i a t i o n  o r  any th ing  else, who w a s  e v e r  ques t ioned ,  i n t e rv i ewed ,  
o r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, 
1968? 

A. Not t h a t  T can r5cal1, sir .  

Q. S e r g e a n t  MITCHELL, I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e  oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  make any s t a t e m e n t  which you may want t o  make. Is 
t h e r e  any way you can ass is t  us  i n  t r y i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  two 
b a s i c  requi rements  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which are t o  d e t e r -
mine i f  t h e r e  w ? s  suppres s ion  of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and i f  t h e r e  
were any investigations rega rd ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  immediately 
a f t e r  it o c c u r r e d  o r  subsequent  t o  occur rence?  I f  t h e r e  i s  
anyth ing  r e g a r d i n g  those  two f u n c t i o n s  of  t h i s  board ,  o r  
any th ing  t h a t  you may want t o  s t a t e  on your  b e h a l f ,  t h e  f l o o r  
i s  open. 

A. The t w c  major q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I s t a t e d ,  s i r ,  I have 
no th ing  t o  add t o  t h a t .  On beha l f  o f  t h e  charges  t h a t  have 
been brought  a g a i n s t  me, I ' m  i nnocen t  o f  t h e  charge.  I ' m  
n o t  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  charge  t h a t  i s  s p e c i f i e d .  

Q. S e r g e a n t ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  and t h i s  t e r m i n a t e s  
t h i s  p o r t i o n .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1030 hour s ,  27 December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : OLSEN, Gregory T ,  , SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegun team, F i r s t  
'Squad, F i r s t  P la toon ,  C/1/20, 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  w i t h  t h e  b r igade  f o r  
two weeks i n  Hawaii, having vo lun tee red  f o r  1/20 (pg. 3 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  2ny s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  Seir,g given ir, 
Hawaii (pg.  3) , b u t  upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam they  had some 
classes i n  t h e  Carantan a r e a  (pg.  4 ) .  B e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a i n i n g  i n  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r  
n o r  d i d  he remember any t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  w a r  crimes 
(pg.  4 ) .  H e  was b r i e f e d  a t  Duc Pho on t h e  handl ing  o f  non-
combatants (pg.  4 )  . He was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Rules o f  
Engagement and s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were t o  y e l l ,  "Dung La i"  
t w i c e ,  f i r e  a warning s h o t ,  and then  shoo t  t o  wound (pg.  7 ) .  
H e  f e l t  t h a t  he  l ea rned  t h i s  i n  Vietnam (pg.  7 ) ,  and a l s o  
i n  Louis iana  where he went through AIT (pg. 8 ) .  He f e l t  
t h a t  M E D I N A t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  compromised t h i s  procedure  f o r  
t hey  w e r e  t o l d  t hey  should t r e a t  t h e  people  a s  enemy i f  
t hey  had weapons, i f  they  were shoo t ing  a t  u s  o r  i f  t hey  
were running away from us  (pgs .  6-8) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  members 
of t h e  company knew t h e  Rules o f  Engagement (pg. 8 ) .  ~ x h i b i t  
M-2, "Nine Rules" was seen  by t h e  w i t n e s s  i n  Vietnam (pg. 8 ) ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  he w a s  i s s u e d  one (pg. 9 ) .  
E x h i b i t  M-3, "Enemy i n  Your Hands", w a s  never  s een  by t h e  
w i t n e s s  (pg. 9 ) .  
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2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  a t tended MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March. 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company w a s  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  and MEDINA 
drew a  map of t h e  a r e a  on t h e  ground. MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e r e  was a VC b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e  and t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  people 
were known VC sympathizers (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  t o l d  them sometime 
during t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h i s  would be a chance f o r  them t o  
"even t h e  score  with Char l ie"  (pgs. 10,  43) . They were t o l d  
t o  go through, des t roy  a l l  food s u p p l i e s ,  burn hootches,  
and k i l l  a l l  animals (pg. 1 0 ) .  He t o l d  them t o  k i l l  t h e  
enemy b u t  determinat ion of t h e  enemy was t o  be l e f t  up t o  
t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n ( p g .  11). They were t o  push any c i v i l i a n s  
rounded up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  f r o n t  of them (pg. 6 ) .  H e  
d id  n o t  r ece ive  a p la toon b r i e f i n g  (pg. 11). The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  l o s t  18 people i n  a  minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t  
i n  February and t h e r e  was another  i n c i d e n t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
March 1 6 t h )  which occasioned t h e  memorial s e r v i c e .  He f e l t  
WEBER's s e r v i c e  was a t  LZ u p t i g h t .  I n  t h e  15th  March 
s e r v i c e ,  they mentioned Sergeant  COX a s  we l l  a s  " the  boys 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  minef ie ld"  (pg. 43) . The wi tness  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  chapla in  (pg. 43) . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a.  Events immediately a f t e r  landing.  

He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  which h e l i c o p t e r  he l e f t  LZ 
Dot t i e  i n  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  th ink  t h a t  t h e  door 
gunners were f i r i n g ,  although the  gunships were (pg. 1 2 ) .  
Their approach was from south t o  nor th  (pg. 1 3 ) ,  f o r  when 
he landed, they  were on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  and were c l o s e s t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  They secured t h e  a r e a  around t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  u n t i l  it l e f t  and then  s e t  up a per imeter  
around t h e  e n t i r e  landing zone (pg. 1 3 ) .  They were 15 
meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  and it was 25 meters from where 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  they were 100 meters from 
the  t r e e l i n e  when they landed (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  be l ieved they 
were fac ing  south and were s e t  up on a d ike  (pg. 13)  . This  
i s  marked as number #1on Exh ib i t  P-122 (pg. 1 4 ) .  From 
t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  they moved t o  t h e  l e f t  which would be i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The platoon moved on l i n e  (pgs.  15,  
1 6 ) .  H e  was i n  t h e  a r e a  near  Sergeant MITCHELL dur ing  t h e  
e n t i r e  opera t ion  (pg. l l) , and MITCHELL was t h e  only person 
he could hea r  g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (pg. 1 6 )  . There was n o t  
much f i r i n g  going on a t  t h e  time. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he had f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  t r e e l i n e  because t h e r e  was a  man 
running i n  a herd of  c a t t l e .  They could n o t  s e e  if they 
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h i t  him o r  n o t  because of t h e  cows (pg. 1 6 ) .  The man was 
15 t o  20 meters on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  t r e e l i n e .  The 
l o c a t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  a s  number #3 on Exh ib i t  P-122. They 
proceeded t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  through a hedgerow 
fpg. 17). He d i d  n o t  s e e  any t roop elements t o  h i s  ~-igh-L 
nor d i d  he s e e  Captain MEDINA, t h e  command group, o r  
Lieutenant  CALLEY p r i o r  t o  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e  was wi th  MITCHELL'S 
squad (pg. 18) . The a s s i s t a n t  gunner was by OLSEN1s s i d e  
t h e  e n t i r e  t ime (pg. 1 9 ) .  The machinegun would only f i r e  
a b u r s t  and then would lock ,  s o  OLSEN kep t  f i r i n g  it toward 
bushes (pg. 19) . There was f i r i n g  t o  h i s  l e f t  and Sergeant  
MITCHELL was h o l l e r i n g  (pg. 1 9 ) .  They were reconning by 
f i r e  (pg. 1 9 ) ,  which i s  marked as p o i n t  # 4  on Exh ib i t  P-122. 
He never f i r e d  i n t o  a hootch, j u s t  i n t o  hedgerows and 
vege ta t ion  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He f e e l s  t h a t  he was on t h e  extreme 
r i g h t  of t h e  l i n e  a s  it moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  with 
Sergeant  MITCHELL t o  h i s  l e f t  (pg. 20) . Halfway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he remembered coming i n t o  an a r e a  of  hootches,  
where he s a w  some men throwing hand grenades i n t o  bunkers,  
b u t  n o t  i n t o  hootches ( p g .  2 1 ) .  This i s  marked a s  p o i n t  #5 
on Exh ib i t  P-122.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  about t h i s  time someone 
t o l d  him t h a t  CARTER "looked l i k e  he had seen a ghos t"  
and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  OLSEN heard t h a t  CARTER had s h o t  
himself i n  t h e  f o o t  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The wi tness  subsequently 
i d e n t i f i e d  CARTER i n  Exh ib i t s  P-6 t h r u  P-10 and P-36 
(pgs.  25-28, 31) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  they  a t e  
lunch a t  t h e  oppos i te  end of the  v i l l a g e  i n  a small  group 
of  t r e e s ,  25 meters from a d i t c h  t h a t  contained a number o f  
bodies  (pgs.  22, 23) .  The d i t c h  ran  along t h e  o u t e r  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  south s i d e  (pg, 2 3 ) ,  and is marked a s  
p o i n t  #6 on Exh ib i t  P-122 (pg. 2 4 ) .  While they w e r e  e a t i n g  
lunch,  an observat ion  h e l i c o p t e r  landed between them and t h e  
d i t c h  and t h e  p i l o t  beckoned Sergeant  LAGUNOY over  (pg. 221. 
CALLEY a l s o  went over and he and t h e  p i l o t  had a d i scuss ion ,  
t h e  p i l o t  po in t ing  towards t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 2 3 ) .  Af ter  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  l e f t ,  Sergeant  MITCHELL went up i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  
and f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 3 6 ) ,  i n d i c a t e d  a s  po in t1  #8 
on Exh ib i t  P-122 (pg. 3 7 ) .  Aside from these  bodies ,  h e  only 
remembered see ing  one o r  two s c a t t e r e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs.  35, 37) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were two dozen bodies  i n  
t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 37) .  This was t h e  only group of  dead t h a t  
he saw (pg. 38) . He s a w  another  group of  people i n  t h e  e a s t  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  who were p r i s o n e r s  and were being 
guarded (pg. 38) . Afte r  e a t i n g  lunch, they moved o u t ,  wi th  
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some p r i s o n e r s ,  and BOYCE pushed one i n t o  a  bomb c r a t e r  and 
s h o t  him (pg. 3 6 ) .  This  i s  ind ica ted  a s  number #7 on 
Exh ib i t  P-122 (pg. 37 ) .  

c .  ' A c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

When they l e f t  My La i ,  they regrouped and 
headed toward t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  passing through abandoned 
hamlets on t h e  way. ~ v e r y t h i n gw a s  burned (pg. 38) .  The  
male p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  they had with them were taken o f f  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 3 8 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  being l i f t e d  o u t  
by h e l i c o p t e r  lpg. 38) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew Colonel HENDERSON 
(pg. 38) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  him a t  LZ D o t t i e  
(pg. 39) .  He saw n e i t h e r  BARKER nor HENDERSON v i s i t  
Captain MEDINA while  they  were i n  My Lai (pg. 46) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them t h e  i n c i d e n t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  
e l a b o r a t e  on it and t o l d  them it would do no good t o  w r i t e  
t h e i r  congressman (pg. 39) .  OLSEN never spoke wi th  BARKER 
about t h e  events  i n  My ~ a i  (pg. 4 1 )  . 
5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  people i n  a number of 
photographs (See E x h i b i t s ,  i n£ra ) . 

b. The wi tness  f e l t  MEDINA was an outs tanding  company 
commander, spearheading t h e  men on. He earned t h e i r  
r e spec t  through numerous smal l  t h i n g s ,  such as e a t i n g  l a s t  
when t h e r e  was l i t t l e  food (pg. 39) .  He f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA 
sometimes w a s  i r r a t i o n a l  when dea l ing  with personal  
problems among t h e  men (pg. 3 9 ) ,  and he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
you could t a l k  over  r e a l  problems with him (pg. 40) .  H e  
never saw MEDINA do anything inhumane t o  t h e  Vietnamese 
although he was sometimes "rough with p r i s o n e r s "  (pg. 40) . 

c .  The wi tness  thought t h a t  t h e  men i n  t h e  company 
had g o t t e n  ou t  of c o n t r o l ,  al though voice  c o n t a c t  w a s  
kept  (pg. 4 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
the  men were c r i s s - c r o s s i n g ,  running i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  
and throwing grenades i n t o  bunkers. When he l a t e r  s a w  t h e  
bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  he knew t h a t  someone was o u t  of 
c o n t r o l  (pg. 4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h i s  had been 
ordered, b u t  merely heard s t o r i e s  about CALLEY through 
the  grapevine during t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 4 1 )  . He f e l t  t h a t  
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t h e  men had a revengeful  a t t i t u d e  due t o  l o s i n g  f r i e n d s  
p r i o r  t o  lhis t i m e  (pg. 42) . H e  thought tha t .  MEADLO was 
emotional,  and d i d  no t  f e e l  t h a t  MEADLO was s t a b l e  (pg. 4 2 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men went i n  with an a t t i t u d e  t o  f i g h t  
(pg. 451, b u t  they ac ted  without  f o r e s i g h t  and i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  they could "not  s e e  what they were doing, o r  what t h e  
r e s u l t s  would be1' (pg. 46) . He d i d  no t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  was any more wrong now, than he d i d  a t  t h e  time 
and he f i n d s  reasons t o  j u s t i f y  it (pg. 46) . He d id  no t  
s e e  anyone t r y  t o  s t o p  people from shooting Vietnamese 
(pg. 4 4 ) ,  nor  d i d  he hear  anyone say t o  s t o p  shoot ing 
(pg. 45) .  He f e l t  t h a t  he may have mentioned it t o  HALL, 
who was wi th  him, b u t  he d i d  n o t  say anything t o  anyone e l s e  
and d i d  n o t  know why he d i d  no t  (pg. 45) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
while i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  he was a f r a i d  t h a t  someone was going t o  
g ive  him an o rde r  t o  "do something" (pg. 45 )  . 

5 SUM APP T-47 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



-- 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


EXIIIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION.-

MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card "Enemy i n  
Your Hands " 

A e r i a l  photo 

I 

P-2 ' t o  Miscellaneous Scenes 
P-42, 
P-56 t o  
P-70, b 
P-73 t o  
P-120 

Black and White photos 

-Black and White photos 

Black and White photos 

Black and White p h o t o s .  

Black and White photos 

NOTES-- - 6 PAGES 
I 

W i t  had no t  seen.  8 

W i t  d i d  n o t  'recall. g . 
W i t  w a s  o r i e n t a t e d  . 

-on t h e  p i c t u r e .  
Used t o  l o c a t e  
where he landed. 13 

Recoq_nized PHU . 
Recognized CARTER 
-and poss ib ly  BOYCE 
a t  t h e  extreme top  
r i g h t .  
Recognized CARTER 
on t h e  r i q h t  and 
STANLEY on t h e  
l e f t .  . 
~ d e n t i f i e dMEDINA 
using .phone ,. 
MURRAY t o  h i s  
r i g h t ,  WOOD t o  
h i s  r i g h t ,  and 
CARTER a t  bottom. 
I d e n t i t  led- CARTER, 
t o  h i s  r i g h t  
m-o h l s  
r i g h t  MAURO. 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMEER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES-

%EiiEif ied CARTER; 
P-10 Black and White photos  Ip o s s i b l y  MURRAY t o  

t h e  t o p  r l g h t ;  
p o s s i b l y  BERNHARDT. 29 . 
I d e n t i f i e d  SIMONE 

P-18 Black and White photos  surrounded by 
Vietnamese. 

29 

TeliEYZied a s  a man 

P-25 Black and White photos  named J O E ,  who was 
a- squad l e a d e r .  

30 

I d e n t l t l e d  HALL 

P-29 Black and White photos  	 as man running i n  . 
t h e  c e n t e r ;  , 
p o s s i b l y  h imse l f  
beh lnd  hlm. 

3 1  

P-36 Black and White photos  I d e n t i f i e d  CARTER. 31  

I d e n t i f i e d  WIDMER 
P-56 Black and White photos  on t o p  r i q h t  as 

p o s s i b l y  throwing 
a' d eqrenade.  n t i f 7 

P-60 Black and White photos  a squad l e a d e r  
from ano the r  
p l a toon .  

Black and White photos  

P-65 Black and White photos  where t hey  --- f i r s t  
l anded ,  My La1 t o  
t h e  wee and t h e  
t r e e f i n e  t h a t  t m 
moved t h e i r  weapons 
t o .  Also,  P H U  on 
t h e  bottom l e f t ;  34 
WOOD i n  t h e  c e n t e r ;  
and MURRAY w i t h  
t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  l e f t .  
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION 


P-67 Black and White photos 


P-79 Black and White photos 


P-87 Black and White photos 


P-100 Black and White photos 


P-122 Aerial photo 


I 
MAP-4 l ~ a ~ 
6739 I1 


NOTES PAGES 


becognized PHU. 35 

Looks iamlliar as 

being in a village 

atter leavlng My Lal. 


32 


Identified CONTI. 32 

Identified CONTI 

on the extreme 

right. 


32 

Marked as tollows: 
1-location where . 03 
helicopter landed. 0 

14 4 

2-Machlnegun 
position. - . 15 UY 
3-location ot VC m . N 

cattle. 17 
4-beglnnlng ot 
reconnaissance. 20 
S-grenades bang 
,thrown into hootches. 21 
6-where TH-ON 
landed.. 24 - C.K snoots 

Vietnamese and 

pushes nlm lnto 

a crater. 37 

- - .- ~ ; L Lrlres 
into ditch of 

--bmies. 


37 


l~eferred to for (
1 orientation. 10 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0845 hours ,  30 December 
1969.) 

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP. 

COL WILSON: I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  48 photographs, ground 
photographs, which were made about 16 November 1969 i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Accompanying t h e s e  photographs i s  
a wi tness  s ta tement  da ted  24 November 1969, which desc r ibes  
the numerical  sequence of t h e  photographs. There w i l l  be 48 
photographs and one document. 

RCDR: The photographs w i l l  be marked f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
a s  Exh ib i t s  P-73 t h r u  P-120 and t h e  index w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  
as P-121. 

COL WILSON: I would advise t h a t  those photograph numbers 
must s t a y  w i t h  t h e  photographs. W e  w i l l  have t o  put  t h e  ex-
h i b i t  numbers on i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those.  

RCDR: The next  wi tness  i s  Sergeant  Gregory T. OLSEN 

(SGT Gregory T. OLSEN, Army1 

U.S. M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  Company, F o r t  ~ e w i s ,  Washington, was 

sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 


MR WEST: Sergeant  OLSEN, before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any ques t ioning  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  provide you with c e r t a i n  information about 
t h e  inqui ry .  

COL MILLER: Sergeant ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e ,  determine f a c t s ,  and make f indings  and recornmen-
d a t i o n s  on two major mat ters :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in-  

q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  

t h e  chain of command, of what is now r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My 

Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 


( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 

information by any persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  what 

information they  had concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  


I t  i s  n o t  our primary purpose t o  f i n d  ou t  every- 

t h i n g  t h a t  went on a t  My Lai ,  but  i n  t r y i n g  t o  d.etermine t h e  
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f a c t s  which we a r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  w e  have gone i n t o  some 
d e t a i l  on t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  happened a t  My L a i  du r ing  
t h e  middle of March of 1968. However, ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two purposes which I have i n d i c a t e d .  

You are under oa th  and w e  w i l l  made a  ve rba t im  
record .  This  i s  a l s o  be ing  t a p e  recorded.  The r e p o r t  as 
a  whole w i l l  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  
i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of  t h e  testi-
mony may la te r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  tes t imony 
you g ive  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  per -
formance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  
do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. You a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of United S t a t e s  v .  C a l l e y ,  
I b e l i e v e .  Your appearance and tes t imony h e r e  is  w i t h i n  
t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  l i m i t s  of t h a t  o r d e r  s o  you are n o t  i n  v io-
l a t i o n  of it by answering o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  You w i l l  con t inue  
t o  be under t h a t  o r d e r ,  and your appearance h e r e  i n  no way 
a f f e c t s  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  I t  s t i l l  s t a n d s .  
Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  OLSEN, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  by 
t h e  pane l  as a  whole I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  
WILSON. H e  w i l l  show you some photographs and o t h e r  documents 
and then  w e  w i l l  come back t o  you f o r  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  
l a t e r .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0852 hour s ,  30 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0856 hour s ,  30 December 
1969.) 

The fo l lowing  pe r sons  w e r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

COL WILSON: During t h i s  p e r i o d  I am going t o  be q u e s t i o n i n g  
you on two t h i n g s ,  f i r s t ,  t r a i n i n g ,  and second,  I want t o  
walk you through My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March w i t h  what- 
eve r  photographs and documents w e  have a v a i l a b l e  t o  ass is t  
you i n  walking you through h e r e .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  d a t e s ,  
t i m e s ,  and p l a c e s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  we w i l l  d i s -
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cuss is t r a i n i n g .  Were you with t h e  br igade  i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Y e s  , I w a s .  

Q How long had you been with t h e  br igade? 

A .  I be l i eve  it had been j u s t  about 2 weeks was a l l .  

Q What w a s  your .assignment? 

A. I was o r i g i n a l l y  assigned t o  4 /21 .  J u s t  a few 
days p r i o r  t o  t h e  1/20 going overseas ,  I was assigned t h e r e  
of my own choice--they asked f o r  volunteers .  

Q For. t h e  1/20? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Why d i d  you volunteer  f o r  t h e  1/20? 

A. Because I had heard t h a t  Char l i e  Company was go-
ing  t o  be p u l l i n g  o u t  immediately, and we a l l  knew t h a t  we 
were going t o  be going eventua l ly  s o  I would as  soon leave  
e a r l i e r .  

Q. What was your assignment i n  C Company? 

A. I was assigned t o  t h e  1st Platoon,  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  squad. 

Q- Were you wi th  t h e  1st Platoon on t h e  16th  of 
March, 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q. Did you have any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  be fo re  you l e f t  
Hawaii? 

A. None t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q. Did you have any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you joined 
C/1/2 O? 
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A. I d id  once we a r r i v e d .  I d o n ' t  remember where 
it was but it was t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho, some c l a s s e s  on board- 
ing  h e l i c o p t e r  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. HOW long d i d  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  l a s t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. We went o f f  and on f o r  f i r s t  month t h e r e .  We 
spen t  our f i r s t  month a t  t h e  Carantan a r e a ,  occas iona l ly  
we would go t o  c l a s s e s ,  p r a c t i c e  g e t t i n g  on choppers, 

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  time? 

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  sir. It was wi th in  t h e  f i r s t  month. 

9- Do you.know who gave you t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I want t o  say they were from d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  I am 
n o t  su re ,  I t h i n k  they  a r e  the  ones t h a t  i n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  
NCO academy t h e r e ,  i f  I a m  no t  mistaken, 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  you received any t r a i n i n g  i n  the  
handling of p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a i n i n g .  

Q. Do you remember having any t r a i n i n g  regarding  
war crimes? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Any t r a i n i n g  concerning the  handl ing and d i s -  
p o s i t i o n  of noncombatants? 

A. I can remember--not t h e  exact  time--but I remember 
being b r i e f e d  by var ious  ind iv idua l s .  How they were t o  be 
handled. 

Q. How they were t o  be handled? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o  bu t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  I c a n ' t  
remember being t o l d  what t o  do with them. 

4 APP T-47 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL. . USE ONLY 

Q. I am t r y i n g  t o  see i f  t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  you rece ived  when you came i n  country.  

A. I am s u r e  it w a s  a f t e r  I go t  i n  country.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you d i d  n o t  g e t  t h i s  i n  Hawaii? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you g e t  it from your company o r  d i d  you g e t  
it from personnel  ou t s ide  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we g o t  t h i s  when we were a t  Carantan, 
given by t h i s  o t h e r  u n i t ,  bu t  we had been b r i e f e d  by our own 
company before .  

Q Before l eav ing  Hawaii? 

A. No, sir,  t h i s  was a l l  up i n  Vietnam. 

Q. How long were you i n  Vietnam, with C Company, 
p r i o r  t o  going t o  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho o r  
Carantan? 

A. We landed, I b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  f i r s t  of December. 
It  was j u s t  a  per iod  of a few days before  we s t a r t e d  going 
t o  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  we went t o  them of f  and on f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
month. 

Q. Do you remember a lawyer o r  a l e g a l  o f f i c e r  o r  
anybody coming down and g iv ing  you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember any c l a s s  on t h i s  a t  a l l - - I  mean 
l ec tu re - type  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes, I do, I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  what most of t h e s e  
c l a s s e s  cons i s t ed  o f .  
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Q- Lectures? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  methods of 
c o n t r o l l i n g  noncombatants o r  VC suspects  a s  you moved i n t o  
an area?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any s i g n i f i c a n t  time. I have 
been i n s t r u c t e d  a t  one time o r  another  b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  
s u r e ,  p r i o r  t o  going o n o p e r a t i o n s ,  but  I d o n ' t  remember it 
being i n  one of t h e  c l a s s e s .  

Q. Do you remember i f  you were given any t r a i n i n g  on 
t h i s  p r i o r  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  I mean j u s t  p r i o r  t o  it, b r i e f e d  
on it before  going i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember what we were 
t o l d  t o  do with noncombatants was push them ou t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and round them up. 

Q e  Push them which way? 

A. I n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  we were moving. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, push them i n  f r o n t  of you? 

Right. 

Q What were you t o l d ,  you must have heard somewhere 
what you would do i f  someone was running from you? 

A. P r i o r  t o  March 16th?  

Q e  P r i o r  o r  anytime. 

A. We were t o l d  p r i o r  and on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, 
t h a t  i f  anybcdy d i d  run from us they were considered t h e  
enemy and we wou.ld shoot  them. 

Q Who s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. This  was Captain MEDINA. 
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Q- He d i d  say t h i s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- P r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  what were you t o l d  t o  do wi th  
people running from you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember being t o l d  anything d i r e c t l y ,  it 
was p r e t t y  much l e f t  up t o  our d i s c r e t i o n  and sometimes people 
were s h o t  down because they ran  from us. I have seen t imes 
when w e  have apprehended them. 

Q What d i d  you do when somebody ran  from you before  
16 March? 

A .  Myself, I usua l ly  d i d n ' t  do anything unless  I was 
t o l d  t o  go a f t e r  them, then I wculd go a f t e r  them, bu t  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  eve r  coming up. I have seen t imes when they 
were s h o t ,  when they were a t  a d i s t a n c e  and were unident i -
f i a b l e .  

Q We have a  h igh- level  name f o r  t h i s ,  we c a l l  it 
r u l e s  of engagem.ent? 

A, Yes, I have heard of it. 

Q I n  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement, t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
s t e p s  t h a t  ycu a r e  supposed t o  take  i f  somebody runs from 
you. Do you remember what they were? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we were t o l d  t o  y e l l  "dung l a i "  twice,  
f i r e  a warning s h o t ,  and shoot  t o  wound. 

Q- That i s  exac t ly  what you should have been t o l d .  
NOW, where were you t o l d  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ;  it was whi le  I was i n  
Vietnam. 

Q. Not i n  Hawaii? 

A.  NO, no t  i n  Hawaii. 

How. many t i m e s  were you t o l d  t h i s ?  
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A. I r e a l l y  could  n o t  s a y - - i t  was n o t  very f r e q u e n t .  
I had heard  it when I was i n  Louis iana  when w e  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q- When you went th rough  b a s i c ?  

A. AIT. 

Q For t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  w a s  more o r  
l e s s  compromised by Capta in  M E D I N A 1 s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q. Did he say  t o  h o l l e r  "dung l a i " ;  o r  d i d  h e  s ay
i f  anybody r u n s  s h o o t  him? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  people  t h e r e ,  i f  t hey  had weapons, 
i f  they  w e r e  s h o o t i n g  a t  u s ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  running  from u s ,  
they were t h e  enemy and we would t r e a t  them as such.  

LTC PATTERSON: Co you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  members of C Company, 
a f t e r  they  began o p e r a t i n g ,  knew t h e  b a s i c  r u l e s  of  engage-
ment? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

COL WILSON: Apparen t ly ,  i f  you. g o t  t h i s  i n  A I T  it Z G ~ ~ G W S  
t h a t  most of t h e  people  must have g o t t e n  it more t h a n  once? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  is  t r u e .  

Q- Maybe p o s s i b l y  i n  Hawaii, A I T ,  and i n  Vietnam? 

A.  Y e s  .. 
Q I have a couple  of documents t h a t  I would l i k e  
t o  show you. One is E x h i b i t  M-2 t i t l e d  "Nine Rules".  Did 
you eve r  see t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q- Where d i d  you see t h i s ?  

A. About a l l  I can say is  Vietnam. 
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Q - Did you g e t  t h i s  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  Vietnam o r  d i d  
you s e e  it a f t e r  you g0.t t o  Vietnam? 

A. I d i d  see  it bu t  I d o n ' t  remember g e t t i n g  it. I 
might have g o t . i t  bu t  I . d o n l t  th ink  so .  

Q- It i s  a w a l l e t  card.  You d o n ' t  remember see ing  
one of t h e s e  on an i s s u e  b a s i s ?  

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q The second e x h i b i t  is  M - 3 ,  it i s  e n t i t l e d  
"Enemy i n  Your Hands". Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q - I call  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Vietnamese expressions 
t h a t  a r e  w r i t t e n  on t h i s  card.  You s t i l l  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
card? 

A. No. 

Q. Never saw i t ?  

A. No, never saw it. 
Q- I have a s e r i e s  of photographs. I want you t o  
look a t  t h e  photographs and i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  t h e  person o r  
t h e  p l a c e ,  s i t  it as ide .  I f  t h e  photograph means nothing t o  
you p lace  it i n  another  p i l e .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  you saw it i n  
L i f e-magazine o r  n o t ,  I am n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  I mean 
if you can l o c a t e  a l o c a t i o n  o r  a person i n  those  photographs 
I want t o  t a l k  t o  you about them s o  p u t  them i n  one s t ack .  
W e  w i l l  t ake  a break whi le  you do t h a t .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0915 hours,  30 December 
1969.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  30 December 
1969.) 

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed 
a r e  again p resen t .  
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COL WILSON: The wi tnes s  has  examined E x h i b i t s  P-1 through 
P-70. There is  a second s e r i e s  of photographs t h a t  I want 
you t o  look a t .  These e x h i b i t s  r e p r e s e n t  ground photography 
t h a t  was taken  t h i s  y e a r .  There w i l l  be people  t h a t  you 
probably won ' t  know i n  t h e s e  photographs b u t  t h e r e  might be 
something i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  from a  ground s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  you 
can i d e n t i f y .  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  t h e s e  and i f  any-
t h i n g  remotely  resembles anyth ing  t h a t  you have s e e n ,  I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  s e p a r a t e  it. (Witness d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  The 
w i t n e s s  has examined E x h i b i t s  P-73 t o  P-120 and s e p a r a t e d  
those  photographs which he can i d e n t i f y .  (Colonel  WILSON 
then  po in t ed  o u t  p l a c e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  w i t n e s s  o r i e n t  h imse l f  
on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1.) Th i s  i s  t h e  h i l l  
where MEADLO was wounded, H i l l  85. This i s  t h e  r i v e r .  Th i s  
is  a 1:25,000 map. Quang Ngai is  h e r e  t o  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  
of  t h e  map. This i s  P i n k v i l l e  h e r e ,  t h i s  is Highway 1, t h i s  
i s  t h e  Song Diem River  and t h i s  was your a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  
normally.  The P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e  s o u t h  of  t h e  
river. LZ D o t t i e  is  over  h e r e .  I f  you w i l l  r e l a t e  t h e  map 
( E x h i b i t  MAP-4) t o  t h e  photograph you can s e e  t h a t  t h i s  shows 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  stream is  t h e  s t r eam running  r i g h t  through 
h e r e ,  t h i s  road i s  t h i s  road r i g h t  h e r e  (comparing po in t s .  
from 1:25,000 map t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photo)  . You t o l d  m e  t h a t  
you w e r e  i n  t h e  1st P la toon .  When you l e f t  t h e  morning of 
t h e  1 6 t h - - l e t  m e  ask you one q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  t h a t .  What 
d i d  Captain MEDINA b r i e f  t h e  company on on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  
March? Did you a t t e n d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q- What d i d  he s ay?  

A. H e  had t h e  e n t i r e  company t o g e t h e r  and he drew 
o u t  on t h e  ground t h e  map of t h e  area. The g e n e r a l  map, t o  
show us where w e  went i n ,  where t h e  LZ was i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  . He t o l d  us t h e r e  was a VC b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  people  t h e r e  w e r e  known VC sympath izers .  They 
had been f eed ing  and suppor t ing  t h e  enemy. He had mentioned 
sometime d u r i n g  h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h i s  would be a chance f o r  
us t o  even t h e  s c o r e  w i t h  C h a r l i e .  H e  t o l d  us w e  would go 
through and d e s t r o y  a l l  t h e  food s u p p l i e s  and t h a t  hootches  
would be burned and t h a t  a l l  t h e  animals would be k i l l e d .  
There were some i n d i v i d u a l s  who asked how w e  were t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  enemy and he exp la ined  t h a t  somebody t h a t  was running  
from u s ,  f i g h t i n g  u s ,  s h o o t i n g  a t  us--of cou r se ,  I d o n ' t  
remember h i s  e x a c t  words on t h a t .  
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Q Did he say k i l l  a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The only t h i n g  he s a i d  d i r e c t l y  t o  k i l l  was t h e  
enemy, the food supply,  and t h e  animals. 

Q- And everyth ing  running? 

.A.  I f  it appeared t o  us t o  be t h e  enemy, he l e f t  it 
up t o  our  d i s c r e t i o n .  H e  never d id  say exac t ly  who t o  k i l l  
except  t h e  enemy. 

. .  . 

LTC PATTERSON: Did anyone e l s e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  gave p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
t o  you? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  

Q. How about a platoon b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a p la toon b r i e f i n g .  

Q. The only b r i e f i n g  you g o t  on t h e  opera t ion  was 
from Captain MEDINA? 

A.  That  is  t h e  only one I remember, sir. 

COL WILSON: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which squad you were i n ?  

A .  I w a s  ca r ry ing  a machinegun a t  t h e  t ime. I f  I 
remember r i g h t ,  we had two guns f o r  t h e  p la toon and I was 
a t t ached ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  f i r s t  squad, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Who was t h e  squad l eader?  

A. he squad l eader  w a s  Sergeant  MITCHELL. 

Q- You were i n  Sergeant  MITCHELL'S squad dur ing  the  
opera t ion?  

A. Whether o r  no t  I was i n  h i s  squad I d o n ' t  remember 
bu t  I was i n  t h e  a r e a  near him t h e  e n t i r e  time. 

Q Our information is t h a t  t h e r e  were only two squads 
i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  a t  t h i s  time. One was l e d  by BACON, 
t h e  o t h e r  one by MITCHELL. 
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A. W e  w e r e  s h o r t  of men, I th ink .  

Q. Do you remember which h e l i c o p t e r  you l e f t  F i r e  
Base Dot t i e  i n ,  as  f a r  as t h e  column i s  concerned? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  one. The way t h e  choppers 
were moving we were i n  t h e  l ead  s e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
exact  poin t .  W e  were i n  t h e  l ead ing  choppers I be l i eve .  

Q Who w a s  i n  your chopper? 

A. The only one t h a t  I can remember f o r  s u r e  i s  Gus 
.HALL who w a s  my a s s i s t a n t  gunner a t  t h e  time. 

Q. Do you remember what your p o s i t i o n  was i n  t h e  
chopper, where you s a t ?  

A. On t h e  right-hand s i d e ,  GUS was r i g h t  i n  t h e  door 
and I was t h e  nex t  one. He w a s  t h e  f i r s t  and I was t h e  sec-
ond one. 

Q. A s  you approached t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  do you re-
member t h e  door gunners f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I don' t be l i eve  they were. There were gun-
sh ips  f i r i n g  around but  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  our door gunners 
were. 

Q. Were you s i t t i n g  c lose  t o  the  door gunner? 

A. I was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of him and a l i t t l e  b i t  in-
s i d e  the chopper. 

Q. I f  he was f i r i n g  then ,  you would remember? 

A. Usually it i s  kind of deafening b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. I remember o t h e r  t imes.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether your chopper was on t h e  
p o r t  o r  s t a rboard  s i d e  of the  vee--the l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t  a s  
you move forward? O r  whether you were i n  t h e  l ead  s h i p  of 
the  vee? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we were on the  r i g h t  s i d e  because when 
we jumped o u t  I th ink  t h a t  we were c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Then your approach would have been from south 
t o  north? 

A. Yes. 

Q When you e x i t e d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  how f a r  d i d  you 
' have t o  go t o  t h e  . v i l l a g e ?  

A. When we f i r s t  jumped o u t ,  we secured the  a r e a  
around t h e  chopper u n t i l  it took o f f ,  then I th ink  we moved 
south and we s e t  up a per imeter  around the  e n t i r e  a i r f i e l d  
f o r  t h e  next  l i f t - - 1 5  meters I th ink  a t  t h e  most we were 
from the  v i l l a g e .  

Q What do you th ink  was t h e  t o t a l  d i s t a n c e  from 
where your h e l i c o p t e r  set down, s t r a i g h t  l i n e  d i s t a n c e ,  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I would say 25 meters from where our  h e l i c o p t e r  
set ,  down t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. 25 meters? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you.remember when you l e f t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
moved t o  a p o s i t i o n  where you s e t  up a per imeter ,  do you 
remember i f  your platoon o r  your squad l i n e d  up on an embank-
ment, d i t c h ,  o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e ?  

A. I went south and we d i d  s e t  up on a d ike ,  I b e l i e v e  
fac ing  south a t  t h e  time. 

Q Did you see  Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  No, n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no. 

Q. On t h i s  photograph (Exhibi t  P-1) can you s e e  
approximately where you landed? 

A. (Looking a t  photograph) From t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ,  I 
can remember looking i n t o  t h i s  tree l i n e  when we g o t  o u t ,  s o  
w e  would have had t o  land i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  around i n  here .  
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Q. The t r e e  l i n e  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  is running  
east-west on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  vi l lage--you w e r e n ' t  r e f e r -
r i n g  t o  t h e  tree l i n e  a long  t h e  v i l l a g e  anywhere? 

A. No, I can remember f a c i n g  t h i s  tree l i n e  and t o  
my l e f t  was t h e  v i l l a g e  because when w e  g o t  o u t  w e  moved t o  
o u r  l e f t  a f t e r  f a c i n g  t h i s  way. 

Q. So you e s t a b l i s h e d  your pe r ime te r  g e n e r a l l y  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h i s  tree l i n e ?  

A. I w a s  q u i t e  some d i s t a n c e  from t h i s  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q L e t  m e  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  on t h i s  photo i s  
1 inch  t o  1 0 0  meters ,  So w e  are t a l k i n g  about  your  h e l i c o p t e r  
s e t t i n g  down somewhere between 50 t o  100 meters o u t  from t h i s  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  I w a s  100 meters  from t h i s  tree l i n e .  

Q. Which would p u t  you r i g h t  h e r e .  That  is  
th.e l o c a t i o n  number 1. (COL WILSON marks t h e  l o c a t i o n  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  w i t n e s s  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  l a te r  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  evidence as E x h i b i t  P-122 .)  Now, a f t e r  ,you l e f t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  you set  up a pe r ime te r?  

Q Were you f a c i n g  sou th?  

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q Did you have connec t ion  o r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  
members of t h e  p l a toon?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember how c l o s e  t hey  were,  I could  see 
them b u t  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say  how c l o s e  I was t o  them. 

Q And you b e l i e v e  your p o s i t i o n  was r i g h t  about  he re?  

I would say about 1 0 0  meters  from t h a t  t r e e  Pine.  

This  would be  back h e r e ,  wouldn ' t  i t ?  

Y e s ,  t h e  rice w a s  r e a l  h igh a t  t h e  t i m e .  
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Q- This  was where your machinegun p o s i t i o n  was. 
Number 2 on t h e  photo, es t imated  machinegun p o s i t i o n .  How 
long d i d  you s t a y  a t  p o s i t i o n  number 2? 

A. I remember another  l i f t  coming i n .  I don ' t  know 
i f  any more came i n  o r  not .  I would say 10 o r  15 min-
u tes .  That w a s  j u s t  a guess,  it r e a l l y  wasn 't very long. 

Q - Do you remember t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q - When you were e s t a b l i s h i n g  your machinegun p o s i t i o n s  
f ac ing  south ,  you were f ac ing  i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You were t r y i n g  t o  secure  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of f l a t  a r e a  between us and 
t h e  tree l i n e  and it w a s  n o t  a t h i c k  tree line--you could see 
r i g h t  through it. 

Q Was it a d ikc  a t  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  er vas  it j u s t  f l a t  . 

t e r r a i n ?  

A. Where I was t h e r e  was a small  d ike .  I t  w a s  very 
f l a t  a l l  t h e  way ac ross ,  I d o n ' t  remember any s i g n i f i c a n t  
obs t ruc t ions .  

Q - Where d i d  you move from your machinegun pos i t ion?  

A. From t h e r e  w e  went t o  our  l e f t ,  which would be 
e a s t  on t h i s  map. 

Q. NO, w e s t .  

A. W e  moved i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q The e n t i r e  p la toon was on l i n e ,  t h e  two squads? 

Y e s .  
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Q. Did you b u i l d  up on a d i k e  b e f o r e  you moved i n  
and w e r e  you h e l d  up wh i l e  bo th  p l a toons  g o t  on l i n e ?  

A. I remember s lowing down w a i t i n g  w h i l e  t hey  were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  us on l i n e ,  yes .  

Q Was t h i s  some s o r t  of c o n t r o l  t h a t  somebody w a s  
e x e r c i s i n g .  Capta in  MEDINA o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  o r  t h e  
squad l e a d e r s ?  

A. The on ly  person  I could  h e a r g i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
was Sergeant  MITCHELL who was t o  my immediate l e f t  a s  I 
w a s  moving i n .  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  much f i r i n g  going on a t  t h e  t ime?  

Right  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  no. 

Q Was t h e r e  any f i r e  p rev ious  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I had f i r e d  j u s t  p r ev ious  t o  t h a t  i n t o  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e .  

Q. I n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  where you had assumed your
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes.  

Q Why d i d  you f i r e  i n t o  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Running from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  which would be  w e s t ,  
t h e r e  was a man running  and he w a s  s t a y i n g  i n  a herd  of  c a t t l e  
and I could see him o f f  a t  a d i s t a n c e .  We opened up on him 
b u t  w e  cou ld  n o t  s e e  i f  we  h i t  him o r  n o t  because t h e  he rd  
of cows j u s t  k e p t  r i g h t  on running.  We never  d i d  s e e  him. 

Q* Was he  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  tree l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  he. w a s .  

Q *  How far? 

A. I would say anywhere from 15-25 meters on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  t ree l i n e .  

Q - Would you say h e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  o r  f u r -
t h e r  t o  t h e  wes t?  
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A. When I f i r e d  it was r i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph).  

Q e  Number 3. What kind of c a t t l e  was it o r  could 
you t e l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they were j u s t  cows. They were brown. 

Q - P o i n t  3, f i r e d  on man running wi th  herd of c a t t l e .  
Now, when you moved up onto t h e  d ike ,  t h e r e ,  how long d i d  
you s t a y  t h e r e  before  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  D o  you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s t a y i n g  t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  
length  of t ime a t  a l l .  I remember moving r i g h t  i n .  

Q. When you moved i n  d id  you s t o p  j u s t  s h o r t  of t h i s  
embankment, d i d  you move immediately i n t o  vege ta t ion  o r  d i d  
you c ross  a r i c e  paddy, a f i e l d ?  

A. The f i r s t  t h i n g  I remember was going through 
a t h i c k  hedgerow, g e t t i n g  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - You were with Sergeant MITCHELL'S squad. Was t h e r e  
any t roop  element t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. I don' t b e l i e v e  so .  

Q- Did you s e e  Captain MEDINA before  you moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- You d i d  no t  s e e  t h e  command group before  you moved 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did you s e e  Lieutenant  CALLEY before  you moved 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q. When you moved from p o s i t i o n  number 2 which was 
your machinegun p o s i t i o n  d id  you move t o  t h e  south? 

A. No, I b e l i e v e  I moved i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  s t r a i g h t  
e a s t .  

Q. But you d i d  s t a y  with MITCHELL, h i s  squad? 

A'. Yes, I d id .  

Q- Where do you . th ink  you entered  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I would guess r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on the  a e r i a l  photo) .  I d o n ' t  remember any open a r e a  t h a t  I 
crossed. 

Q From a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  we have, MITCHELL'S squad 
was on t h e  r i g h t  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I be l i eve  we were on t h e  r i g h t  b u t  I do n o t  
remember c ross ing  t h e r e .  

Q - But i f  you crossed he re  you would have g o t  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i f  you moved south .  

A. I do n o t  be l i eve  s o ,  I r e a l l y  could no t  say f o r  
s u r e  but  it i s  hard t o  be accura te .  A t  t he  time I was no t  
worried about d i r e c t i o n s . 1  was keeping my eye on t h e  person 
t o  the  l e f t .  

Q - Using these  two photographs, do you b e l i e v e  you 
entered  - t h e  v i l l a g e  back over here  o r  down i n  here? 

A. I d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  no t  e n t e r  here  because when I 
entered  I could look t o  my r i g h t  and t h e r e  was vege ta t ion  
and o t h e r  hootches.  

Q. So, you t h i n k  t h a t  you moved r i g h t  through h e r e ,  
d i r e c t l y  across?  

A. I be l i eve  so .  

Q. Each time you moved was it wi th  your a s s i s t a n t  
gunner? 
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A. Yes, he was by my s i d e  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime. 

Q- What happened a f t e r  you moved t o  about t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A .  Then w e  were on l i n e  and w e  were t o l d  t o  move o u t  
and r i g h t  away I s t a r t e d  having t r o u b l e  with my machinegun--
it would f i r e  a b u r s t  and then lock up, and while  I was walk-
ing  I was r e a l l y  i n  a h u s t l e  t r y i n g  t o  keep it working. W e  
came upon a clump of bushes r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of us and myself ,  
I opened up before  we approached it, and people t o  our  l e f t  
were f i r i n g  and Sergeant  MITCHELL w a s  h o l l e r i n g .  W e  were 
keeping voice  c o n t a c t ,  Sometime, because of t h e  hedgerows, we 
cou ldn ' t  s e e  t h e  people t o  our  f l anks  and we j u s t  continued 
t o  move on through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you cont inue t o  have t r o u b l e  with your gun? 

A. I had t r o u b l e  with t h e  gun a l l  day. 

But you were reconning by f i r e ?  

A. Yes, I was. 

Q Pr imar i ly  i n t o  hedgerows o r  d i d  you f i r e  i n t o  
hootches? 

A. Never once d i d  I f i r e  i n t o  a hootch. 

Q. J u s t  hedgerows and vegeta t ion?  

A. Right. 

Q. You began a reconnaissance by f i r e  a f t e r  you 
moved forward? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  recon by f i r e  back i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo)?  

A. I remember, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  moving i n ,  t h e r e  was 
a row of t r e e s  and a hedgerow r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of 
us and we opened up i n t o  t h e r e .  I remember I opened up a t  
t h e  top  of t h e  t r e e s  and worked my way down. 
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Q - I am l o c a t i n g  p o i n t  4 a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you 
began your reconnaissance by f i r e .  Did you go due e a s t  then? 

% 

A. I d o n ' t  remember making--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did you f i r e  across?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you maintain con tac t  with t h e  members of 
MITCHELL'S squad while  you were moving? 

A. I remember see ing  Sergeant MITCHELL, h imsel f ,  most 
of the  time t h a t  I was going through t o  my l e f t .  

Q Were you i n  a column o r  i n  a l i n e  formation? 

A. W e  w e r e  t r y i n g  our b e s t  t o  s t a y  i n  a l i n e .  

Q- N o t  a column? 

A. No.  

Q Was t h e r e  anybody from t h e  f i r s t  squad on your 
l e f t ?  

A. . . On my l e f t ?  

52' Yes, on your l e f t .  

A. Yes, Sergeant  MITCHELL. 

Q - Sergeant  MITCHELL was' on your l e f t ?  

A: Right. 

Q So, you would have been i n  t h e  r i g h t  p o r t i o n  of 
h i s  squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anybody being on my r i g h t .  

Q When you looked t o  your r i g h t  as you en te red  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  were you looking i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ? .  

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  
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Q Could you s e e  t h e  o t h e r  end of the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
te rminat ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  open a r e a  t o  t h e  south? 

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember i f  I could o r  not .  I j u s t  
c a n ' t  say.  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  you moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  say t o  about t h e  halfway p o i n t ,  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A. As f a r  as incidents--landmarks? 

Q. Both. 

A. I remember t h a t  j u s t  about halfway through we 
would g e t  i n t o  less vegeta t ion  and more hootches.  I remember 
t h a t  t h e r e  were guys throwing hand grenades i n t o  the  bunkers 

.next  t o  t h e  hootches.  I never d i d  s e e  any thrown i n t o  hootches 
b u t  I d i d  s e e  them thrown i n t o  t h e  bunkers. 

Q - And t h i s  i s  about t h e  halfway po in t?  

A. This  i s  when I got  i n t o  where t h e r e  were more 
hootches  . 
Q - L e t ' s  say approximately a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h i s  i s  
a l l  open a r e a  t h a t  I can see  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. There would have t o  be,  it was a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
l a r g e  area .  

Q. And a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  you s a i d  t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
hand grenades being thrown i n t o  hootches? 

A.  This  i s  when I came up. Most of t h e  o t h e r  guys 
had somehow g o t t e n  ahead of me. 

Q. Who d i d  you s e e  throwing t h e  hand grenades? 

A .  I r e a l l y  could no t  say.  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any of 
them. My b i g g e s t  concern a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time was my 
machinegun. HALL and I were r e a l l y  having problems. 

Q. P o i n t  5 i s  grenades being thrown i n t o  hootches.  
D o  you remember CARTER being wounded? 

(OLSEN) APP T-47 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 



FOR OFFICIALUSE ONLY 

A.  J u s t  p r i o r  I remember somebody, I d o n ' t  remember 
,who it was, a s k i n g  m e  i f  I had seen  CARTER. They mentioned 
t h a t  he looked l i k e  he had seen  a ghos t  and was p r e t t y  t r o u b l e d  
and t h e n  it w a s  n o t  long  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h a t  I had hea rd  t h a t  he 
had s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  I never d i d  s e e  him. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  see where he was wounded, t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A ,  No, I d i d  n o t  even s e e  when he w a s  dus t ed -o f f .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d u s t  him o f f ?  

A. No, t h e r e  were choppers a l l  around t h e  area--I 
never  d i d  pay any a t t e n t i o n  i f  t hey  landed o r  n o t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h i s  one land? 

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  of day as you moved 
through t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  was t h e r e  anyth ing  of s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
d i d  you look a t  your  watch? 

A. I can remember t h a t  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  w e  would 
be l e a v i n g  a t  0630  o r  0 7 0 0  i n  t h e  morning and t h a t  w a s  t h e  
on ly  knowledge of t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I have. 

And you d i d n ' t  keep t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Do you remember e a t i n g  lunch? 

A. I b e l i e v e  when I was completely o u t  w e  s a t  down. 
I b e l i e v e  w e  a t e  t hen .  

Q D o  you remember anyth ing  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  about  
t h e  a r e a  you a te  i n ?  

A. Yes, I do. I had c ros sed  a d i t c h  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  I had come i n  a t  t h a t  had a number 
of bodies  i n  it, and we s a t  down a c r o s s  t h e  d i t c h  and walked 
maybe 25 meters  from it and we s a t  down. A few minutes l a t e r  
a sma l l  bubble  o b s e r v a t i o n  chopper landed between us and t h e  
d i t c h ,  he motioned f o r  us  t o  come over  and Sergeant  LAGUNOY 
went over  t h e r e .  We c o u l d n ' t  unders tand them. About t h i s  
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time Lieutenant  CALLEY came over t h e r e  and I remember t h i s  
warrant  o f f i c e r ,  I assume he was a warrant  o f f i c e r ,  he was 
t h e  one opera t ing  t h e  chopper, w a s  waving h i s  arms and point-
ing  a t  t h e  d i t c h .  Before he had landed he had looked into 
t h e  d i t c h .  H i m  and CALLEY had an exchange of words. CALLEY 
turned around and l e f t ,  t h e  chopper took o f f .  

Q. L e t ' s  s e e  i f  we can f i x  t h a t  locat ion--

A. I a m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  d i t c h  i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on t h e  a e r i a l  pho to ) .  

Q- I d o n ' t  know i f  you can f i n d  t h e  d i t c h  from t h e  
photo, t h e r e  may have been more than one d i t c h .  

A. I seem t o  remember t h e  d i t c h  running along the  
s i d e  of t h e  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  which I be l i eve  would 
be t h e  south s ide .  

Q You t h i n k  it is  down t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on the  photo)? 

A. Right.  I was o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  d i t c h  
extended ou t  here .  I came out  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then turned  
south.  When I came ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  I turned t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. You came up somewhere probably i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
r i g h t ?  You s a i d  t h a t  you a t e  lunch a f t e r  you g o t  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Right. 

Q- And where you a t e  w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. It was 25 meters a t  the  most. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e  before  you 
a t e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  be-
cause from where w e  s a t  we could look o u t  a t  a b i g  f l a t  a rea .  
Where w e  looked was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  where we moved ou t  a f t e r  
everybody go t  regrouped and w e  l e f t  our a rea .  

Q. You a c t u a l l y  were looking e a s t ,  looking toward 
t h e  sea?  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  ocean.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y X s a y .  

Q But you d i d  e a t  i n  an open f i e l d  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t  i n  a l i t t l e  group of trees j u s t  b e f o r e  you 
g o t  t o  t h e  open f i e l d .  

Q. That  w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. The d i t c h  was between us and t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q- What about  H i l l  85, could you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. A s  I w a s  f a c i n g  wi th  my back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
looking o u t  i n t o  . t h e  a r e a  which w e  e v e n t u a l l y  moved o u t  i n t o ,  
I b e l i e v e  85 w a s  t o  my r i g h t .  

Would you approximate you l o c a t i o n ?  Would it beQ. 
h e r e  o r  h e r e  o r  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  would n o t  be back he re  b u t  t h i s  a r e a  looks  
f a m i l i a r  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l i n e  of t r e e s  when t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  p l a t o o n  came o u t .  They c ros sed  t h e  d i t c h  and moved 
t o  my l e f t  as I was f a c i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  open a r e a .  W e  a l l  
s a t  down i n  t h i s  l i n e  of trees t h a t  run p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  
d i t c h  and I wculd gusss xe wculd be s i t t i n g  i n  this area 
r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Tha t  i s  p o i n t  number 6. Now, a t  p o i n t  number 6 
you a t e  and t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you 
saw t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q Now, where do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l anded ,  
t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n ?  

A. D i r e c t l y ,  my back t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  he w a s  r i g h t  
between us and t h e  d i t c h ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, he would be back h e r e ?  

A. I f  I w a s  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  circle 
where you have a number 6 ,  he would be r i g h t  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  
a very s m a l l  area. 
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Q- H e  c o u l d n ' t  land i n  t h a t  vege ta t ion ,  which was 
a l l  around. 

A. H e  sat down r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of it. 

Q I t h i n k  I am going t o  s k i p  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landing 
area .  I am going t o  show these  e x h i b i t s  t h a t  you thought 
you could i d e n t i f y  and s e e  i f  you can c o l l o c a t e  t h e s e  t o  
any p laces  o r  people. Photo number 3? 

A. The l o c a t i o n  I cannot say bu t  t h e  man appears 
t o  be LAGUNOY--that i s  Sergeant PHU, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  not  
LAGUNOY . 
Q- Do you recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

9 Photo number 6? 

A. This  i s  CARTER. I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  bu t  I j u s t  
recognize CARTER is a l l .  

Q. Do you recognize anyone e l s e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. This  man wearing the  joker  on t h e  helmet,  do you 
know any men t h a t  wore jokers  i n  t h e i r  helmets? 

A. I remember one Negro; h i s  name is STANLEY who 
wore one. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  name o r  l a s t  
name. 

Q- Did t h i s  guy normally ca r ry  a rope? 

A. NO, t h a t  p r e t t y  much g o t  passed around. 

Q* Can you s e e  t h i s  nametag? 

A'. There d o e s n ' t  appear t o  be anything on it. 

Q. Can you s e e  t h i s  w r i t i n g  on t h e  helmet? 

A. Je rsey-- tha t  does resemble BOYCE . 
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' Q. What 'about t h a t  o b j e c t  on h i s  helmet? 

A. I d o n ' t  recognize t h a t ,  sir.  

Q You say t h i s  resembles BOYCE? 

A. Right. 

Q. The man a t  t h e  extreme t o p  r i g h t  has been i d e n t i -
f i e d  as BOYCE. W a s  BOYCE i n  your platoon? 

R. Y e s ,  he was. 

Q. Was he i n  your squad? 

A. That I cannot say f o r  s u r e ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say 
i f  he w a s  i n  my squad. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember i f  CARTER w a s  i n  t h e r e  o r  not?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he w a s  i n  t h e  squad. 

Q - Photo number 7 ?  

A. I recognize CARTER; t h i s  could poss ib ly  be STANLEY. 

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  is  CARTER and the  man on t h e  
l e f t  i s  STANLEY i n  photograph number 7.  Before w e  go any 
f u r t h e r  have you go t  any idea  where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. I j u s t  suppose it was--no, r e a l l y  I c a n ' t  say 
because I w a s  th ink ing  it w a s  i n  t h e  south  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  know? 

A. No, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I would j u s t  be guessing.  

Q. What i s  t h i s  on t h e  man's helmet i n  t h e  cen te r?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  e i t h e r  P o r  R-E-N-N-A. 

Q- What do you suppose t h a t  s t ands  f o r ?  
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A. I f  it is a P it might s t a n d  f o r  Pennsylvania. 

Q D o  you have any i d e a  who t h a t  might be? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Q - D o  you recognize anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, j u s t  CARTER and STANLEY. 

Q. Photo number 8? 

A. This  is  Captain MEDINA using t h e  te lephone,  h i s  
r a d i o  opera to r  MURRAY t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  t o  MURRAY'S r i g h t  i s  
a man named WOOD, Roy WOOD, I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I a m  not  p o s i t i v e  
on t h a t .  Down on t h e  bottom r i g h t  i s  CARTER; I do n o t  re-
cognize the medic. 

Q Did you know Sergeant CAPEZZA? 

, A. A t  t h a t  time, no, I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say i f  he was 
i n  my platoon.  

Q. Who i s  s tanding  up a g a i n s t  t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A. He kind of resembles LAGUNOY b u t  I th ink  he has 
g l a s s e s  on and LAGUNOY d i d  no t  wear g lasses .  

Q What i s  t h i s  on h i s  pocket? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Is t h a t  an i n s i g n i a  of rank--Vietnamese? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  what t h a t  is .  

Q. Could he be Vietnamese? 

A, Very poss ib ly  . 
Q. Photograph number 9 shows CARTER again and on 
CARTER'S l e f t  i s  WIDMER, c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Who i s  t h a t  on h i s  r i g h t ?  
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A. MAURO I guess. I do n o t  know how you would s p e l l  
it. 

Q - Which p la toon w a s  he in?  

A. He w a s  i n  my platoon.  

Q. Was he a squad l eader?  

A. Yes, I be l i eve  he was. 

Q Was WIDMER? 

A. I remember WIDMER as being wi th  t h e  CO bu t  I am 
no t  su re  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q But MAURO was with MITCHELL'S squad? 

A. Y e s ,  he w a s .  

Q. So MITCHELL'S squad go t  down t o  t h i s  a r e a  some-
how. Do you recognize t h a t  a r e a  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. No, it could be anyplace. 

Q. Photograph number 1 0  shows CARTER and two men 
bending over him and a man up t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph. 
Can you i d e n t i f y  anyone o t h e r  than  CARTER? 

A. The one i n  the  top  r i g h t  could poss ib ly  be MURRAY 
but  you cannot s e e  enough of h i s  f ace  t o  r e a l l y  t e l l .  

Q. Can you s e e  h i s  nametag? 

A. There does no t  appear t o  be anything on it. 

Q Did you know .any of t h e  M I  people? 

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  I d i d  not  know t h a t  we had any 
with us. 

Q id you know any engineers? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q - Did you ever  r e c a l l  working with any engineers  
a t t ached  t o  C Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, no. 


LTC PATTERSON: Did you know BERNHARDT? 


A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q - Does t h i s  look l i k e  .BERNHARDT? 

A. It could be by h i s  kind of double chin ;  b u t  then 
again ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  enough of him. He kind of has BERNHARDT1s 
mouth. 

COL WILSON: Photograph number 18 shows one American sur-
rounded by Vietnamese. 

A. The American is  SIMONE. I vaguely remember t h e  
o l d  man who is  t o  S I M O N E ' s  r i g h t  and t h e  a r e a ,  it could be 
anywhere. But I vaguely remember t h i s  o ld  guy. 

Q- Was t h e r e  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about t h e  o l d  
man? 

A. H e  j u s t  kind of r i n g s  a b e l l ;  he does look 
f a m i l i a r .  H e  is  s o  o l d  and d e c r e p i t  I j u s t  remember him. 

Q- SIMONE was i n  your platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  he was. 

Q. Your squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  about squad. He was i n  
t h e  platoon.  

Q. Does t h i s a p p e a r  t o  be H i l l  85 i n  t h e  background? 

A. I c a n ' t  s e e  enough of it; it could be. H i l l  85 
was f l a t  on t o p  because t h e r e  was an abandoned compound up --

t he re .  

0- I t  was f l a t  on top? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

Q. There w a s  another  h i l l .  

A. I t  looks a l i t t l e  t o o  l a r g e  t o  be H i l l  85 b u t  
then again, .  .. 



FOR OF-FICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - There w a s  a l a r g e  h i l l  mass up h e r e ,  n o r t h ,  H i l l  
100, t h a t  looks some d i s t a n c e  away. 

A. I t  i s  q u i t e  a ways away. H i l l  85 was f l a t  on top  
bu t  it d i d  n o t  look q u i t e  t h a t  l a rge .  , 

Q. Do you know of anything happening t o  one of t h e  
men? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q = You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Photograph number 25? 

A. I remember him as  Joe .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was 
a  se rgean t  a t  t h a t  time o r  not  bu t  he was a squad l e a d e r .  
I a m  p r e t t y  su re .  I n  e i t h e r  t h e  2d o r  3d Platoon,  I am 
no t  s u r e  which. 

Q- Joe? 

A. J o e  i s  t h e  only name I remember. 

Q -. But he was no t  i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No, he was .not .  

Q Do you recognize t h a t  t e r r a i n ?  

A .  That again could be -any  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we went 
through, I j u s t  d i d  n o t  pay t h a t  c lose  a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. We want you t o  look a t  a r o s t e r  be fo re  you go
and maybe you can remember who t h a t  was. Photograph number 
26 shows a group of h e l i c o p t e r s .  

A. I t  is hard t o  see  t h i s  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a t  
LZ Dot t ie .  This i s  LZ Dot t i e .  

Is  t h i s  the  day of t h e  operat ion? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  .say f o r  su re .  This i s  exac t ly  how 
we were s e t  up, t h e  LZ is  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  l e f t  of 
t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q Photograph number 29. 
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A. I can i d e n t i f y  t h e  guy i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
p i c t u r e ,  running, a s  Gus HALL, by t h e  way he holds h i s  
claymore bag f u l l  of ammo and j u s t  t h e  way he was always 
holding on t o  h i s  helmet. I was immediately fol lowing 
h i m  bu t  I cannot say f o r  s u r e  i f  t h a t  is  me, b u t  I can 
i d e n t i f y  him and I th ink  I w a s  r i g h t  behind him. 

Q. So t h i s  is your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I be l i eve  it was. 

Q Is t h i s  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  it a l l  looks f a m i l i a r  through 
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  p i c t u r e ) .  

Q - Then you were actual ly--as  you t o l d  m e ,  because 
you c a n ' t  t e l l  about these  photographs, t h a t  you could be 
f i r s t ?  

A. I assume t h i s  was so .  

0. But t h e  t h i n g  i s ,  a s  you descr ibed  it t o  me, 
t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  would be fac ing  north-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And t h i s  i s  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  I 
t o l d  you--I recognize t h a t  this is t h e  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  I f i r e d  
through. 

Q. That would be the  south of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, it was, when w e  jumped o u t  we jumped i n t o  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q * Was t h e  r i c e  t h a t  high then? 

A . Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q- This i s  number 3 6 ,  CARTER again ,  do you recognize 
any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  around him? 

A. No, only CARTER i n  t h a t  one. 

Q- Let me back up again;  photo number 29 i s  your 
h e l i c o p t e r  (marked on a e r i a l  photo) .  The next  s e r i e s  of 
photographs a r e  t h e  ground photographs and you have picked 
out P-79, do you recognize t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. This  appears ,  it j u s t  kind of rang a b e l l ,  a s  
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being t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y ,  j u s t  
t h a t  I recognize-- i t  j u s t  rang a b e l l  with me. I c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  you e x a c t l y  where it w a s  on t h e  map, it j u s t  looks 
fami l i a r .  

Q - You d o n ' t  know t h i s  loca t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember i f  it was i n  t h e  forward por t ion
of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  l a t e r  on i n  the  cen te r?  

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  was a v i l l a g e  t h a t  we 
came i n t o  l a t e r  a f t e r  we l e f t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  We swept through 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  and t h i s  seems t o  be an a r e a  t h a t  I 
stopped and sat  around i n  f o r  a while .  This i s  a f t e r  My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  

What i s  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. That is hard t o  say,  it could j u s t  be a pen; 
sometimes they b u i l t  them l i k e  t h a t  t o  keep t h e i r  animals 
and p igs  i n .  

Q. Was t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h a t  condi t ion  when you 
saw i t ?  

P-. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was l i v e a b l e  a t  t h e  t ime and 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody was l i v i n g  i n  it. 

Q Photo number P-87, 

A. I recognize CONTI.  

Q. This i s  P-92. 

A. That,  I b e l i e v e ,  is  H i l l  85. 

Q D o  you know where t h i s  photograph was taken 
from? I t  would have t o  be looking south--wouldn't i t ?  

A. Right. 

Q. What about t h i s  body of water h e r e ,  can you
i d e n t i f y  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  I c a n ' t .  . . 

Q. P-loo? 

A. I only recognize CONTI on the  extreme r i g h t .  
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Q. This would be P-56? 

A. The only one I recognize t h e r e  on t h e  t o p  r i g h t  
is WIDMER. 

Q. What i s  he throwing? 

A. I t  could be a grenade. It is hard t o  say ,  it 
might have been t h e  handle. 

Q. You c a n ' t  recognize him (another  person i n  
p i c t u r e )  ? 

A. No. 

A. That i s  Joe again b u t  I can n o t  remember h i s  
l a s t  name, He w a s  a squad l e a d e r  i n  another  platoon.  

Q - You d o n ' t  know t h a t  loca t ion?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you remember P-64? 

A. On t h e  r i g h t ,  I recognize SMITH, t h a t  i s  the  
only one t h a t  I could i d e n t i f y  f o r  su re .  The a r e a  could 
be anywhere, although t h e  t r e e s  do resemble t h e  a r e a  
around My Lai  ( 4 )  b u t  then again t h e r e  a r e  t r e e s  l i k e  
t h a t  a l l  over.  

Q. Which p la toon i s  moving? 

A. I r e a l l y  couldnl t say. 

Q. How about number 65? 

A. This  looks t o  me l i k e  t h e  same a rea  we landed 
i n ,  t h e  a i r £  i e l d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h i s  is  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  
behind it. 

Q. Can you determine what t h i s  is here  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. No, it looks l i k e  what they  might use t o  i r r i g a t e - -  
they pour water  ou t  on t h e  d i t c h  with buckets ,  those  kind of 
th ings .  I t  could be a w e l l .  

Q- This p i c t u r e  i s  taken a t  t h e  same s i t e  a s  where 
you recognized your he l icopter - -  
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I would be coming out  of t h i s '  
s i d e  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ;  My Lai  ( 4 )  would be over  here .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, I-ly L a i  ( 4 )  i s  t o  t h e  west of 
the  photograph; t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  fac ing  north? 

A. Yes. 

Q. L e t ' s  s t o p  he re  j u s t  a minute. This gun i s  
i n  a f i r i n g  p o s i t i o n I v'is t h i s  gun i n  a f i r i n g  p o s i t i o n ?  

A: I c a n ' t  say i f  t h i s  i s  a gun b u t ,  i f  it i s ,  
no, it i s n ' t ;  n e i t h e r  is t h i s  one. 

Q. That i s  r i g h t ,  t h i s  would be t h e  mount wouldn't  
i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - ~ u t " t h eman i s  jus t - - I  d o n ' t  know i f  he is  * 
touching it o r  not .  H.e c o u l d n ' t  be f i r i n g  t h e  gun. You 
could s e e  h i s  f a c e  i f  he were. 

A. This one here  could be f i r i n g .  

Q. But number 65 shows t h e  t r e e  l i n e  where you
moved your gun p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. That i s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  (po in t ing  a t  map). I re-
cognize Sergeant  PHU, t h e  C O ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  on t h e  bottom 
l e f t .  This r i g h t  he re  is  WOOD. 

Q. The c e n t e r  man i n  the  r e a r  i s  WOOD? 

A. Right. I be l i eve  t h i s  he re  i s  MURRAY, he has 
a r a d i o  and it does look l i k e  him. 

Q The man t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  anything e l s e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, I don ' t .  The a r e a  could have been anywhere. 

Q. What i s  t h a t ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  the  same t h i n g  t h a t  was on t h e  o t h e r  
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p i c t u r e  t h a t  you showed me, pocket i n s i g n i a  of some s o r t .  

Q Is t h i s  a Vietnamese s o l d i e r ?  

A. I can t e l l  by h i s  pants  t h a t  he is.  We d i d  n o t  
ever  wear t i g h t  pants  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Is it normal f o r  him t o  be armed with an M-16? 

A.  Y e s ,  when they were with us .they almost always 
w e r e .  

Q *  But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  t h i s  man? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I know he was Vietnamese by 
t h e  way he has go t  h i s  gear  on. 

A .  I recognize Sergeant  PHU by t h e  way he has h i s  
gear  on and t h e  America1 patch on h i s  helmet. 

Q. Sergeant PHU? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. You don' t recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q We have n o t  been a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  any photographs 
with r e l a t i o n  t o  the  v i l l a g e  except f o r  t h e  ones on t h e  
landing zone, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies  a s  you walked 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which you might be able t o  loca te?  

A.  I do remember see ing  one o r  two s c a t t e r e d  j u s t  
be fo re  I came out  b u t  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I could l o c a t e  them. 
The only ones I could l o c a t e  f o r  you would be t h e  bodies  I 
saw i n  the d i t c h .  

Q Is t h e r e  anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  I have 
overlooked t h a t  you might r e c a l l  t h a t  you could a s s i s t  us i n ?  

A .  One t h i n g  t h a t  has me confused i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Captain MEDINA, we were t o l d ,  moved with t h e  3d Platoon 
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which i s  t o  our  very f a r  l e f t  and I never d id  see  him o r  
the  command group a t  a l l .  You have shown me p i c t u r e s  of 
guys t h a t  were i n  our  platoon t h a t  were with him, I can 
not  exp la in  it. 

Q. Do you have anything e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  
say be fo re  w e  s ign  t h i s  t h i n g  o f f ?  

A. A s  f a r  as i n c i d e n t s  I saw a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
landed and took o f f ,  w e  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h a t .  

Q.  What about i t ?  

A. Af te r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  went o f f  i s  when I saw 
Sergeant MITCHELL. There were o t h e r  people with him, b u t  
the  only one I can say t h a t  I r e a l l y  remember is  Sergeant  
MITCHELL, go up t o  the  d i t c h  and f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I 
could no t  s e e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  but  I saw him f i r i n g  where 
the  bodies  w e r e ,  bu t  I could n o t  s e e  the  bodies  a t  t h e  time 
he was f i r i n g .  Then as  they moved out  I re jo ined  them. 
We had some p r i s o n e r s  with us and I was s tanding  r i g h t  
with one t h a t  was s h o t  a s  we were moving out--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  you were moving ou t  where? 

A. It was a f t e r  we g o t  out  i n t o  the  open a r e a  
and he was pushed i n t o  a bomb c r a t e r  and s h o t .  

Q This i s  on the  e a s t  s i d e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Who pushed him i n  the  bomb c r a t e r ?  

A. BOYCE . 
Q- Can you show approximately where they w e r e  
loca ted  on t h e  map here?  Was it before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. There were a l o t  of bomb c r a t e r s  r i g h t  i n  
here (po in t ing  on a e r i a l  pho to ) .  There were a lot s f  
them a l l  around and he pushed t h i s  guy i n t o  t h e  l a r g e s t  
one i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  he walked by it. I t  had a couple of 
f e e t  of water  i n  it. 

Is t h i s  a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A. This w a s  a f t e r  t h e  e n t i r e  company had come out .  
W e  a l l  regrouped and moved on. 

Q. This would, then ,  be approximately r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  map)? Then l e t ' s  make t h i s  number 7 .  This 

w i l l  b e ' t h e  area where BOYCE s h o t  t h e  man and pushed him 
i n t o  t h e  c r a t e r .  

This  t h i n g  with Sergeant  MITCHELL w a s  back a t  
t h e  d i t c h  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. W e  are going t o  have t o  approximate on this 
because we a r e  n o t  d e f i n i t e  about t h e  d i t c h .  Po in t  8 
is  t h e  approximate a r e a  where MITCHELL f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  
d i t c h .  NOW, t h i s  ends my ques t ions .  I w i l l  ask you 
now i f  you w i l l  s i g n  t h i s  map. 

(Witness d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1040 h r s ,  30 December 
1969. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1400 hours ,  30 
December 1969.) 

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  COOP. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  OLSEN, I wonder i f  you can go back over 
your testimony r e l a t i n g  t o  your movements through My Lai ( 4 )  
and t e l l  us what you saw t h e r e  i n  t h e  hamlet wi th  regard  t o  
dead o r  wounded Vietnamese people. 

A. A s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  when we were going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  were j u s t  one o r  two ins tances  where I 
d i d  s e e  one o r  two i n d i v i d u a l s  who were dead l y i n g  on t h e  
t r a i l .  That w a s  a l l  I s a w  u n t i l  I passed through, a t  which 
t i m e  I crossed  a d i t c h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  I 
s a w  approximately two dozen bodies t h a t  were i n  a d i t c h .  

9 - I f  I understand your s ta tement  t o  Colonel WILSON 
and LTC PATTERSON, you s a w  bodies i n  two s e p a r a t e  d i t c h e s ,  
i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. NO, t h a t  i s  n o t  what I meant. I only saw t h e  
bodies i n  one d i t c h ,  and t h a t  was t h e  only a c t u a l  group of 
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bodies I s a w  except  previous ly  I saw a group t h a t  were ' 
a l l  a l i v e  toward t h e  e a s t  end but  they were s t i l l  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and they  were being guarded. 

Q Do you know what happened t o  them? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  They were not  t h e  same 
people,  bodies  t h a t  I saw, a f t e r .  

Q A f t e r  you passed through the  hamlet of My
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d id  you hear  an order  passed down t o  s t o p  t h e  
shooting? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q Sergeant  OLSEN, do you r e c a l l  t h e  movements 
of Char l ie  Company a f t e r  they l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Our 
information i s  t h a t  t h i s  company s tayed on t h e  ground 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  u n t i l  t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  18th.  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I do. Af te r  we go t  o u t  of My La i ,  we a l l  
regrouped and w e  moved across--I  be l i eve  it was headed 
toward t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and we moved through s e v e r a l  

- s m a l l  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets on t h e  way, and they were a l l  
abandoned when we g o t  t h e r e .  Very l i t t l e  popula t ion  any-
where a f t z r  w e  l e f t  *y L a i  ( 4 )  . Everything t h a t  w e  went 
through w a s  burned. . O r i g i n a l l y ,  when we l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
we had some male p r i s o n e r s  with us ,  and I d o n ' t  remember 
'where they a l l  went. I do remember p icking  them up toward 
t h e  end of t h e  day and they  were taken of f  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  
b u t  t h e  ones we o r i g i n a l l y  had I d o n ' t  remember. 

?- Do you remember being e x t r a c t e d  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r
and going back t o  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A. I r e a l l y  could not  say when we d i d  t h a t .  I 
c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  sir. 

a. But you do remember going back t h e r e ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember even going back by a i r .  

Q- Do you know Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I know who he is. 

9. He t o l d  us t h a t  back a t  LZ Dott ie  he met perhaps 
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two h e l i c o p t e r  loads ,  members of Char l ie  Company, when they 
came back from t h e  f i e l d ,  and he t a l k e d  t o  them out  t h e r e  
arid asked them some ques t ions  about t h e  opera t ion  a t  My . Lai  ( 4 ) ,  about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  and whether 
they knew anything about t h i s ,  and he asked ques t ions  of 
two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  men. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q .  Did anyone ever  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  was being inves t iga ted?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, Captain MEDINA d id .  

Q What d i d  he t e l l  you? 

A. He mentioned one time a t  D o t t i e ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was i n  f r o n t  of a washroom, t h e  guys were a l l  t oge the r .  
He s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  exac t  words, of something t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  e n t i r e  t h i n g  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h a t  is  p r e t t y  much a l l  he s a i d  about it. He d i d  n o t  
e l a b o r a t e  on it. 

Q. Did he say anything about no t  t a l k i n g  about it 
whi le  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on? 

A. I vaguely remember him mentioning t h a t  it would 
do no good t o  w r i t e  our  Congressman. I could n o t  p inpo in t  
t h a t  down t o  where he s a i d  it. 

Q What kind of a company commander was Captain 
MEDINA? 

- A. My personal  opinion,  he was outs tanding .  He 
never t i r e d  o u t ,  and whenever th ings  g o t  tough he was 
always t h e  guy t h a t  kind of spearheaded us on. He 
d i d  numerous l i t t l e  th ings  t h a t  made us r e s p e c t  him, j u s t  
sma l l  t h i n g s  l i k e  e a t i n g  chow l a s t  when t h e r e  wasn ' t  any 
chow l e f t ,  th ings  l i k e  t h i s  r e a l l y  gained a l o t  of r e s p e c t  
f o r  him. Sometimes he seemed kind of i r r a t i o n a l  with 
d e a l i n g  wi th  pe r sona l  problems among t h e  guys bu t  when 
it came t o  a m i l i t a r y  l eader  I th ink  he was outs tanding.  

Q .  I wonder i f  you could exp la in  what you meant 
by s o r t  of i r r a t i o n a l  when d e a l i n g  with personal  problems? 

A. He d id  n o t  appear t o  me t o  be a very emotional 
man. He wasn ' t  t h e  type  of guy t h a t  had a f a t h e r l y  image 
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where you could s i t  down and t a l k  over a r e a l  problem with 
him. That w a s  j u s t  my opinion. 

Q. A s  f a r  as d u t i e s  and m i l i t a r y  opera t ion  were 
concerned he was very good? 

A. That is  r i g h t .  

Q What was h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese 
people? Did he have any f e e l i n g  f o r  them? 

A. He wasn ' t  inhumane. I never saw him do anything 
inhumane t o  them, bu t  sometimes he was rough with p r i s o n e r s ,  
and he was no t  t r y i n g  t o  win over  any f r i e n d s  with t h e  
Vietnamese. There were t imes a l s o ,  l i k e  when w e  were i n  t h e  
r e a r ,  he never outwardly showed t h a t  he ha ted  t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q . During the  opera t ion  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you 
have any f e e l i n g  t h a t  perhaps t h e  men of Char l i e  Company 
had t o  some e x t e n t  go t t en  o u t -of con t ro l?  

A.  Yes, I d i d ,  s ir .  

Q . Were cornrnunications maintained t o  your know-
ledge between t h e  company commander and t h e  p la toon lead-
e r s ;  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and the  squad? 

A. I can only say t h a t  wi th in  our squad t h e r e  was. 
Other than  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  say because I d i d  n o t  see t h e  
CO t h e  e n t i r e  time. 

Q. How were t h e  communications maintained r e l a t i v e  
t o  your squad? 

A.  Most of t h e  time when we were pushing through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and were t r y i n g  t o  keep on l i n e ,  everybody 
was j u s t  y e l l i n g  a t  each o t h e r  and t r y i n g  t o  keep each 
o t h e r  toge the r .  

Q Keeping voice con tac t  on t h e  f l ank?  

A. I was on t h e  f a r  r i g h t .  Every now and then 
we would g e t  a glimpse of Sergeant MITCHELL behind a 
bush o r  something, and we would h o l l e r  a t  each o t h e r  j u s t  
t o  keep each o t h e r  i n  s i g h t .  
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Q- Was MITCHELL your squad l eader?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s .  I w a s  working wi th  him 
t h a t  day. 

Q What was it t h a t  gave you t h e  impression t h a t  
t h i n g s  were ou t  of c o n t r o l ?  

A. F i r s t  t i m e  I got  t h e  impression, I guess ,  was 
when w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We were supposed t o  be on 
l i n e ,  and as  I go t  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  t h e r e  were guys ahead of 
m e  and they were c r i s s c r o s s i n g  and running i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i -
r e c t i o n s ,  throwing grenades i n  bunkers and t h i s  type of th ing .  
I was a f r a i d  t o  f i r e  s t r a i g h t  ahead of me when I saw a l l  t he  
guys t h a t  were i n  f r o n t  of me. We moved f a r t h e r  on and I 
saw t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  There was no doubt i n  my mind 
t h a t  somebody go t  out  of con t ro l .  

Q It w a s  no t  your impression, then ,  t h a t  t h i s  had 
been ordered? 

A. W e l l ,  I had heard j u s t  through t h e  grapevine 
during t h e  opera t ion .  I had heard MEADLOts s t o r y ,  bu t  I 
d i d  not  have any--this w a s  j u s t  through t h e  grapevine--I 
had j u s t  heard it. 

Q. This s t o r y  about Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

(Witness nods h i s  head.) 

Did you know Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q. Did he ever  t a l k  t o  you about t h e  events  e a r l y  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  with Char l ie  Company a f t e r  
t h e  16th of March? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  I l e f t  them t h e  12th  of October. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  assignments 
given t o  Char l i e  Company a f t e r  16 March 1968? 

A. A f t e r  then  I be l i eve  we moved north--west of 
Tam Ky up around LZ Ross. We seemed t o  spend a long time 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  up t h e r e .  Weather condi t ions  were bad. 
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We had a l o t  of  s n i p e r s .  W e  went through a change of  
commanding o f f i c e r s  t h e n ,  no th ing  r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  . 
I t h i n k  t h i n g s  a c t u a l l y  g o t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t oughe r  a f t e r  
t h a t  j u s t  because w e  w e r e  f a r t h e r  no r th .  

Q. W e  have had some tes t imony t h a t  you g o t  i n t o  , 

some p r e t t y  heavy f i g h t i n g  up no r th .  

A. W e  d i d  n o t  see more a c t i o n  up t h e r e  t h a n  w e  
d i d  down south .  

Q. I am going t o  ask you some g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  
now, Se rgean t  OLSEN, that  c a l l  f o r  your op in ion  and per -  
haps advice .  How would you c h a r a c t e r i z e  what happened 
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of a l l  t h e  men, t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  
I would say was a r evenge fu l  a t t i t u d e .  They a l l  f e l t  a 
l i t t l e  bad because they l o s t  a number of buddies  p r i o r  
t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  , some of  t h e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I had. W e  a l l  
f e l t  t h e  same way b u t  I t h i n k  guys l i k e  MEADLO, who I 
know f a i r l y  w e l l  b e f o r e ,  he  was emotional .  I never  d i d  
t h i n k  he  was stable.  I t h i n k  it was something,  a r e a c t i o n  
l i k e ,  t h a t  became spontaneous.  I t  g o t  o u t  of c o n t r o l ,  
and it was k ind  of a  mayhem i n c i d e n t ,  and I t h i n k  it w a s  a 
spontaneous r e a c t i o n  t h a t  j u s t  g o t  o u t  of c o n t r o l .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it w a s  in tended .  

a. Was it your  f e e l i n g ,  and Captain  MEDINA b r i e f e d  
t h e  company, t h a t  perhaps  he encouraged t h e  company t o  go 
i n  t h e r e  and t a k e  revenge a g a i n s t  t h e  V i e t  Cong, t h e  VC 
and o t h e r  people  who perhaps  w e r e  sympath izers ,  t h a t  
harbored and he lped  t h e  VC? 

A. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  g iven  r i g h t  
a f t e r  a memorial s e r v i c e ,  t h a t  might have been planned 
f o r  t h a t  e f f e c t  t h a t  you j u s t  exp la ined .  I r e a l l y  f e e l  
t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  i n  j u s t  as h igh  hopes a s  w e  were 
t h a t  t h e  enemy was t h e r e .  I t h i n k  he f u l l y  expec ted  it, 
and .he  had u s  f u l l y  expec t ing  it. A f t e r  t h e  meet ing w e  
were a l l  s c a r e d  t o  dea th  and. w e  w e r e  a l l  s u r e  w e  w e r e  
going i n t o  a r e a l  b a t t l e .  This  was what we were t r y i n g  
t o  p repa re  o u r s e l v e s  f o r  menta l ly .  

Q. So you f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
c a t c h  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ?  
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A. He made t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  we had a chance t o  
s e t t l e  t h e  score  with Char l ie .  

Q - I n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  when was t h i s  memorial 
s e r v i c e  h e l d  with r e l a t i o n  t o  the  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I be l i eve  it was j u s t  p r i o r .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  
why we were . a l l  t oge the r .  I am almost s u r e  it was j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. We have had very c o n f l i c t i n g  testimony on t h i s  
po in t .  We have had witnesses  t h a t  say t h e  exac t  same 
t h i n g  and o t h e r  wi tnesses  say no, t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  happened 
back i n  February. 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  what might h e l p  exp la in  t h a t  i s  t h a t  
we had a minef i e ld  i n c i d e n t  which d i d  happen i n  February 
where we l o s t  1 8  people. 

Q- Did you have a memorial s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember i f  we d i d  f o r  them o r  
not .  Then we had another  i n c i d e n t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  March 16,  
which was what t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e  was f o r .  

Q. Was t h i s  s e r v i c e  f o r  WEBER o r  an e a r l i e r  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I believe--WEBER1s s e r v i c e ,  I b e l i e v e  they  had 
t h a t  on LZ Uptight ,  and t h i s  s e r v i c e  they  mentioned Sergeant  
COX. I b e l i e v e  they mentioned t h e  boys who were k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  minef ie ld  which happened q u i t e  a b i t  before.  

Q Did Colonel WILSON o r  Colonel PATTERSON ask you 
i f  you remember t h e  name of the  chapla in  t h a t  conducted 
t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I s u r e  don ' t .  

Q. One of t h e  wi tnesses  s a i d  t h a t  he remembers t h a t  
it was a major, b u t  he could no t  remember h i s  name. 

A. He came down from America1 i s  a l l  t h a t  I can 
remember. 

Q. Now, t h i s  occurrence a t  My Lai ( 4 )  , t he  k i l l i n g  
of s o  many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  is most unusual,  So f a r ,  
no one can r e c a l l  anything l i k e  it happening i n  t h e  wars 
t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  has been involved i n  f o r . h a l f  a 
century o r  more, Yet no word of t h i s ,  no o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  
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was made of  t h i s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Word d i d  n o t  g e t  back t o  Department of t h e  
Army and Defense u n t i l  A p r i l  of t h i s  y e a r .  One of  t h e  
puzz les  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  why wasn ' t  it r e p o r t e d .  T h i s ,  
of cou r se ,  is one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h i s  group is t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t .  Do you have an op in ion  on t h i s ,  why it was n o t  
r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  when Captain  MEDINA t o l d  us it was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  it was somewhat of a r e l i e f  t o  me, and I 
know a few of t h e  guys t h a t  I w a s  c l o s e  t o  and t h e  impact  
and t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  t h i n g  never  s t u c k  w i t h  us .  I s a w  
t h e  bodies  f o r  j u s t  a second and j u s t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  it 
w a s  gone. I t  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  an impress ion l i k e  it probably 
should  have. I could  never  j u s t i f y  what happened. I would 
always look back t o  something l i k e  Hiroshima and t h i n k  w e l l ,  
maybe t h i s  might have dane some good f o r  o t h e r  G I ' s  t h a t  
went i n  t h e r e  a f t e rwards .  I d o n ' t  know. I never  w i l l  be  
a b l e  t o  j u s t i f y  it nor  j u s t i f y  why I d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  it my-
s e l f  excep t  t h a t  I guess  it never  s t u c k  w i t h  m e .  

Q. A t  leas t  you and o t h e r s  were of t h e  impress ion
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on,  presumably some-
t h i n g  would be r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  nobody e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  you 
d i r e c t l y  o t h e r  t han  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Nobody. 

COL MILLER: Kinat was your grade on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968? 

A. The 1 6 t h  of  March was my d a t e  of  rank  f o r  a SP4 
b u t  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  promotion,  I-b e l i e v e ,  u n t i l  a 
month later .  But t h a t  was my d a t e  of rank i f  I a m  n o t  
mistaken.  

Q You thought  you w e r e  a PFC a t  t h e  t ime? 

(Witness nods h i s  head.)  

How many men d i d  you have under your immediate 
command? 

A.  A t  t h e  t ime ,  it w a s  just myself and my assistant 
gunner. My ammo b e a r e r  w a s  s h o t  j u s t  p r ev ious ly .  

Q. Did you see anybody, any s e r g e a n t ,  any o f f i c e r ,  
any e n l i s t e d  man, p r i v a t e  or o the rwi se ,  do any th ing  t o  t r y  
and s t o p  somebody from s h o o t i n g  t h e s e  people?  
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A. NO, I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

Q. Did you hear  anybody say,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  
t o  o t h e r s ,  "Stop shoot ing.  They a r e  c i v i l i a n s ,  l e t ' s  
knock it o f f , "  anything of t h a t  s o r t  whatsoever? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r ,  

Q Did you say anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not . t o  the  r i g h t  people. J u s t  HALL who I was 
with.  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  say anything t o  anyone, j u s t  more 
o r  l e s s  t o  myself. 

Q. I have no information t h a t  you were involved. 
You may have s h o t  a pig.  I a m  not  su re .  You s a i d  t h a t  
you c o u l d n ' t  shoot  anybody i f  you had been ordered t o ,  
I be l i eve .  Can you t e l l  me why, i n  your own mind, you 
might n o t  have o r  d i d n ' t  go up t o  anybody and say ,  "Stop 
t h i s !  "?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t ,  s i r .  I haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  
answer t h a t  f o r  2 years .  

Q - Did you t h i n k ,  be fo re  you went i n ,  t h a t  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  would happen? 

A.  Nothing, when w e  went i n  t h e  only t h i n g  we 
could t h i n k  about was the  enemy being t h e r e .  That was 
a l l .  

Q. While t h i s  was going on, d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  it 
was wrong? 

A .  Yes, sir. I was sca red  t o  dea th  t h a t  they were 
going t o  g e t  t o  me and give me an o rde r  t o  do something. 

Q. How do you t h i n k  t h i s  converted from an a t t a c k  
t h a t  you thought was on a f o r t i f i e d ,  defended v i l l a g e  t o  
something t h a t  may have been mostly women and c h i l d r e n  
k i l l e d ?  

A. I be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  guys were r e a l l y  under t h e  
impression, they be l ieved,  t h e  enemy was going t o  be t h e r e  

' and they had a revengeful  a t t i t u d e .  They went i n  t h e r e  t o  
f i g h t .  I don' t know, maybe it i s  l i k e  a bu l ly  who runs out  
of guys h i s  own s i z e  t o  f i g h t  and s t a r t s  p icking  on some-
t h i n g  smal l e r  than  him. For example, I t h i n k  it was j u s t  
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some guys t h a t  d i d  n o t  have any f o r e s i g h t  o r  something. 
They could n o t  see what they  w e r e  doing o r  what t h e  r e s u l t s  
would be. 

Q Did t h i s  seem wrong, I am us ing  t h e  word "wrong" 
i n  a very g e n e r a l  s e n s e ,  more s o  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  a f t e rwards  
when you had a chance t o  t h i n k  back on it? 

A. I d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it was any more wrong a f t e r -
wards t han  I d i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  I s a w  i t .  Today, t h e  more 
I t h i n k  about  it today,  I f i n d  more reasons  t o  j u s t i f y  
it, b u t  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  r i g h t .  

Q. But you w e r e  looking  a t  j u s t  one s m a l l  p a r t  of 
it, Now i n  t h e  papers  you have r ead  about  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
went on a l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  much of what you d i d  n o t  
see, 

A. Right .  

MR WEST: While you w e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  morning, 
d i d  you see anyone, s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ,  l i k e  Colonel  BARKER 
o r  Colonel  HENDERSON, anyone s e n i o r  come i n  and see Captain  
MEDINA f o r  a v i s i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q *  Then t h e  e n t i r e  t ime you were o u t  t he re ,  d i d  
you s e e  any v i s i t i n g - o f f i c e r s  such a s  Colonel  BARKER, 
Colonel  HENDERSON, maybe your  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A, The on ly  t i m e  I can remember, t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander, t h i s  was clear back i n  February,  Colonel  
LIPSCOMB. 

Q- I mean this p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I cannot  remember anyone coming i n .  

Q. Se rgean t  OLSEN, w e  are very g r a t e f u l  f o r  your
coming i n  t o  t a l k  t o  us and g i v i n g  us your t es t imony and 
he lp ing  us. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  f u r t h e r  you would l i k e  t o  
say on your own? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  you should  t h i n k  of any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you 
t h i n k  might h e l p  u s ,  any n o t e s ,  l e t t e r s  from home, le t ters  
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i n  which you might have t o l d  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened, which 
would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  hea r ing  
from you. Thank you very much, 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1432 hours ,  30 
December 1969 .  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : SLEDGE, Charles 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 8 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Lieutenant  CALLEY's RTO, 
1st Platoon,  C/1/20 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Memorial s e r v i c e .  

A memorial s e r v i c e  w a s  he ld  p r i o r  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l i e  
b r i e f i n g .  M r .  SLEDGE could n o t  remember i f  t h e  s e r v i c e  was 
on 15 March o r  on an earlier da te (pg .  4 ) .  

b. M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g .  

The wi tness  had no knowledge of Captain MEDINA 
b r i e f i n g  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  and t h e  N C O 1 s  (pg. 4 )  . MEDINA 
d i d  assemble t h e  company around himself on 15 March 1968 
and i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  concept of t h e  My Lai opera t ion  i n  t h e  
sand (pg. 5 ) .  He t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been warned t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  It  w a s  a search  and 
des t roy  mission. MEDINA a l s o  s a i d ,  "All  of you can ga in  
a l i t t l e  revenge" (pg. 5 ) .  SLEDGE could n o t  remember i f  
MEDINA mentioned k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 5 ) .  A l l  
food and animals were t o  be destroyed (pg. 6 ) .  

c. CALLEY s b r i e f i n g  . 
Lieutenant  CALLEY b r i e f e d  t h e  f i r s t  platoon on 

15 March. The wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  g i s t  of h i s  
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7 ) .  
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2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a.  I n i t i a l  a s s a u l t .  

SLEDGE w a s  CALLEY' s RTO (pg. 3) . They combat 
a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  an LZ west of  My Lai ( 4 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  t roops  
disembarked from t h e  second l i f t ,  C/1/20 moved o u t  i n  l i n e .  
No more than one o r  two rounds of h o s t i l e  f i r e  was re-
ceived (pg. 9 ) .  The p la toons  moved quickly  from t h e  LZ 
i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 

Once i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  SLEDGE s a w  an i n d i v i d u a l  
hiding o r  evading i n t o  a wel l .  The wi tness  f i r e d  one round 
a t  him and SIMONE f i r e d  a magazine i n t o  t h e  w e l l  (pgs.  9 ,  
1 0 ) .  I n i t i a l l y  he and CALLEY were i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon ' s  
r e a r  (pg. 1 0 ) .  SLEDGE and CALLEY were separa ted  f o r  a s h o r t  
time. The i n f a n t r y  was engaging a l l  p o s s i b l e  enemy 
p o s i t i o n s .  Some women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  
hootches (pgs. 10,  20) . 

b. CALLEY I s  a c t i o n s  i n  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  . 
A f t e r  r e j o i n i n g  CALLEY they moved eastward through 

the  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 10, 11). They encountered 
MEADLO and DURSI who were guarding 30-50 women and ch i ld ren .  
CATTTIEY ordered,  "Waste them. " He saw MEADLO f i r i n g .  H e  
and CALLEY walked away (pgs.  11-13). Next they  approached 
Sergeant MITCHELL who had 30-40 people ga thered  on a d ike  
above a d i t c h .  MITCHELL and CALLEY confer red  f o r  a few 
moments. Afterwards, CALLEY and MITCHELL began pushing t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  where they were s h o t  by CALLEY, 
MITCHELL, and o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tness  never 
heard CALLEY ask t h e  squad l e a d e r s  f o r  a body count (pg.20). 
SLEDGE l a t e r  witnessed CALLEY k i l l  a two t o  t h r e e  year  o l d  
todd le r  and a p r i e s t  i n  s e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
Ih t o t a l ,  SLEDGE saw about 100 bodies (pg. 1 8 ) .  

c .  Confrontat ion between CALLEY and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  

A h e l i c o p t e r  landed and t h e  p i l o t  beckoned CALLEY. 
CALLEY met wi th  t h e  p i l o t  and a f t e r  a s h o r t  d i scuss ion  
CALLEY re turned  and commented, "He's n o t  running t h i s  show; 
I ' m  t h e  boss"  (pg. 1 5 ) .  Previously t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had 
evacuated some women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  SLEDGE d i d  n o t  
see a gunship land and e x t r a c t  people (pgs.  16 ,  24) . H e  
never saw t h e  p i l o t  t a l k  with MITCHELL (pg. 24) .  
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d .  Lunch w i t h  MEDINA. 

MEDINA c a l l e d  and o rde red  CALLEY back f o r  a lunch 
break  (pg. 17)  . H e  d i d  n o t  remember MEDINA e v e r  o r d e r i n g  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  shoo t ing  s topped no r  d i d  CALLEY (pg.  17 ,  49J .  
MEDINA, CALLEY, t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  m e t  f o r  lunch.  I t  w a s  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  
t h r e e  weapons w e r e  cap tured .  MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  C/1/20 
w a s  t o  meet B/4/3 by t h e  nex t  v i l l a g e  (pg. 18 )  . Except 'from 
CALLEY, SLEDGE was unaware of any o t h e r  o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  women 
and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 22) . 

e. Act ions  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

SLEDGE d i d  n o t  remember where o r  who picked up t h e  
PW's who were be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  pos i -  
t i o n  on 16 March (pg. 27 ) .  H e  saw two Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  The Na t iona l  Policemen were m i s t r e a t i n g  t h e  PW's.  

H e  saw a Na t iona l  Policeman c u t  o f f  a p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r .  
L a t e r  h e  saw a p r i s o n e r  s h o t  i n  t h e  head w i t h  a r e v o l v e r  by 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  MEDINA was t h e r e  (pgs .  25, 28) . 
A f t e r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t ,  SLEDGE n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f  (pg. 2 8 ) .  SLEDGE d i d  n o t  remember 
any Am,y c a ~ t a i no t h e r  t h a x  AYEDINA or  MICSLES i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
when t h e  PW's w e r e  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg. 2 8 ) .  SLEDGE 
i d e n t i f i e d  Le TRQNG and Nguyen Ngoe TAM as p o s s i b l y  be ing  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

f. CARTER'S evacua t ion .  

SLEDGE w a s  unable  t o  recall  t h e  t i m e  when CARTER 
s h o t  h imse l f  (pg.  5 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  chopper l a n d  t o  
evacua te  CARTER (pg. 51) . 
3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

SLEDGE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  
wi th  h i s  group a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  be ing  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  
f i e l d  on 18 March (pg. 3 1 ) .  No one t a l k e d  w i t h  SLEDGE i n  
an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  (pg.  32) . 

The w i t n e s s  heard  by rumor and a l s o  l a t e r  from MEDINA 
t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  i n  A p r i l  (pg.  3 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them 
n o t  t o  t a l k  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  companies about  t h e  My Lai  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 7 ) .  Otherwise ,  no one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  be  
q u i e t  about  t h e  occur rences  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  32) . H e  
hea rd  t h a t  a p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  a l l e g i n g  they  had k i l l e d  women 
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and ch i ld ren  w a s  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.32). 

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. P r i o r  t o  t h e  company being caught i n  t h e  minef i e ld ,  
they had asked c i v i l i a n s  i f  there were any minef ie lds  around 
(pg. 5) . The answer was no. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  they walked 
r i g h t  i n t o  one and had t h r e e  o r  four  men k i l l e d  (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  

b .  MEDINA was a good man and a good company commander 
i n  SLEDGE ' s opinion (pg. 2 1 )  . 

c. The day a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  sweep they  moved south 
burning and des t roying  hamlets.  

d. A t  t h e  16 March n i g h t  l aager  s i t e ,  SLEDGE heard a 0 4  
rumor t h a t  B/4/3 had a l s o  done some k i l l i n g .  He could n o t  0> 
place  it a t  Co Lay though (pg. 30) . rl 

e. A major i ty  of t h e  men from C/1/20 d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  in 
Vietnamese (pg. 32) .  CY 

f .  SLEDGE could n o t  exp la in  why t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t r o c i t i e s  
were unreported.  Personal ly ,  he looked upon it a s  an 
example of an unfor tunate  r e s u l t  of w a r ,  b u t  j u s t  another  
opera t ion  (pg. 33) .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  he 
had witnessed war crimes (pg. 34) . 

g. SLEDGE was n o t  s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  opera t ion  w a s  
terminated on 18 March (pg. 39 )  . 

h. The wi tness  knew nothing about t h e  men i n  C/1/20 
using marijuana j u s t  before  t h e  My Lai opera t ion  (.pg. 35) . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
I'i Wit i3en t i . f  i e d  1 -

. 
P-6 I Miscellaneous Scene / C A R T E R ,  STANLEY.__I ' 49 

I I 

P*7 Miscellaneous Scene Identified CARTER. 49 --
Identltled CARTER, 

P-8 Miscellaneous Scene MURRAY, and WOOD. 


Identltled rXRTEl?@-' 


1 .  

thrU Vietnamese. 

P-120 
 i 

Wit identakled as I 
P-147 Photo of Le TRONG possibly being MP 

that shot PW's o-I---I -29 
wit laentlrlea as i 

P-148 Photo of Nguyen Ngoe T possibly be lng  NP 
tnat snot ~3T.s. 

Entered into the 
D-1 n s- Photo of Do THIET re.cord. -.--29 ' 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

P-150 

~m.151 

D E S C R I P T I O N  

Photo o f  V o  'LUU 

Photo o f  B o  DA 

-- NOTES P A G E S  

29 

29 
16, 

Xntered  l n t o  the 
r eco rd .  
Lnte rea  l n t o  the 
r eco rd .  - .  
Annotatea Dy ~LEUC-r ;  

-P-152 A e r i a l  photo o f  My Lai(4)  Entered i n t o  t h e  41-48 
record  a t  pg. s I .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1638 hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowins  persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL WILSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Charles  SLEDGE. 

(MR SLEDGE w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

RCDR : P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence .  

A. My name is Charles SLEDGE. I ' m  a t r u c k  d r i v e r ,  
and I l i v e  a t  S a r d i s ,  Miss i s s ipp i .  

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, be fo re  s t a r t i n g  wi th  any ques t ions ,  
I want t o  t e l l  you something about t h e  na tu re  and purpose 
of t h i s  inqu i ry .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what has  come t o  be known a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
1968, and 

(2)  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in fo r -
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 

We a r e  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i r -  
cumstances of what happened a t  My Lai .  We a r e  working toward 
those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For ex-
ample, we a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  t h e  c u l p a b i l i t y  
of any i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  th ings  they may have done a t  My La i  
t h a t  may have been wrong. 

W e  have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and we have reviewed 
p r i o r  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of the  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t .  For example, w e  have a copy of t h e  s ta tement  
which you gave t h e  C I D  agent  l a s t  September. Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h  and a 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

You might remember, a s  we t a l k  back and f o r t h ,  
t h a t  he i s  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  down every word t h a t  you say.  
So, i f  you make su re  t h a t  he h e a r s  you, we w i l l  g e t  along 
f i n e. 

Now, t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
t h a t  w i l l  be prepared a f t e r  we complete our  work w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  tes t imony,  o r  ' 

p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  r eques t  t h a t  you do no t  d i scuss  t h e  testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  inves t iga t ion- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. Except a s  you may be requi red  t o  do be fo re  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 
For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My L a i  i n -
c i d e n t .  Some people a r e  being c a l l e d  over  t o  t a l k  t o  them 
over  on "the h i l l . "  Of course ,  when we ask you n o t  t o  d i s -  
cuss  your testimony, t h a t  wouldn't  apply t o  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

I wanted t o  ask ,  a r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  an o r d e r  
i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  
case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  V. Cal ley? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Captain DANIELS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I wanted t o  mention t h a t .  I t  i s  pe rmiss ib le ,
w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m s  of t h a t  o r d e r ,  f o r  you t o  t a l k  t o  us h e r e  
today. This has  been worked o u t  with Colonel KENNEDY. And, 
a t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  appearing h e r e  today 
d o e s n ' t  change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r  t o  you, t h e  
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o r d e r  i n  which he asks you no t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  case i n  
pub l i c .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  any ques t ions  about t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q =  M r .  SLEDGE, j u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  I understand 
t h a t  you were a member of t h e  U , S .  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q. When were you discharged? 

A. December 10,  1968. 

Q. What w a s  your assignment on t h e  16th  of March, 
1968? What w a s  your o u t f i t ?  

A. My o u t f i t  w a s  C/1/20, and my job, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
was a c t i n g  as radiotelephone opera to r .  

Q - For whom? 

A. For t h e  platoon.  

Q. For t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A .  Right. 

Q. And t h i s  w a s  L ieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. That  's r i g h t ,  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was C/1/20 p a r t  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Yes, it w a s .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  about t h e  p lan  t o  make 
a combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. On t h e  n i g h t  before .  
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Q On t h e  15th?  

A. Right. 

Q. Was t h i s  when Captain MEDINA he ld  a b r i e f i n g  
f o r  Char l i e  Company. 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q- M r .  SLEDGE, do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  
f o r  t h e  company t h a t  took p lace  some time b e f o r e  t h a t  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Right,  I remember  one. We had one, I t h i n k ,  
f o r  WEBER, and a l s o  f o r  some more guys whom we l o s t  i n  a 
minef ie ld .  

Q. Was one of them COX? 

A.  WILSON, Bobby WILSON, w a s  one. 

Q. Do you remember when t h a t  s e r v i c e  took p l a c e  
wi th  r e fe rence  t o  Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  of  t h e  company? 

A.  I t  was be fo re  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what 
da te .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  chapla in  who h e l d  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q W e  understand t h a t  he w a s  a major, a Cathol ic .  
Another wi tness  s a i d  he was t h e  br igade  chapla in .  Okay, 
you d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Do you know whether t h e r e  was a meeting 
of t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  wi th  Captain 
MEDINA before  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I r e a l l y  .don't .  

Q You d o n ' t  know whether Lieutenant  CALLEY went t o  
a meeting ahead of time? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A .  Well, a s  much a s  I can remember. He drew a  
p lan  o u t  on t h e  ground, on t h e  sand, about how w e  were 
going i n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been warned t o  g e t  
ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  it was a s e ~ r c h  and 
des t roy  mission. I don ' t  remember him saying anything 
about moving i n  and k i l l i n g  women and ch i ld ren .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t ,  b u t  I remember him saying t h a t  it was a 
search  and des t roy  mission. And he s a i d  something l i k e :  
"All  of you can ga in  a l i t t l e  revenge," o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. I t h i n k  I know why he s a i d  t h a t ,  b u t  could you 
t e l l  us  why he would say t h a t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  a l o t  of guys had l o s t  a l o t  of f r i e n d s ,  
obviously.  

Q- Was t h i s  because--well, was one of t h e  reasons 
because t h e  company had go t t en  i n t o  a  minef ie ld  a s h o r t  time 
before? 

A. That was t h e  reason he w a s  making t h a t  s t a t e -
ment. Previous t o  t h a t  we h i t  a  minef i e ld ,  and we l o s t  a 
l o t  of guys because a c i v i l i a n  had t o l d  us t h e r e  weren ' t  
any minef ie lds  around. We asked them about t h e  V i e t  Cong, 
and w e  walked dead i n t o  m e ,  I believe he said it l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Would you go over  t h a t  j u s t  a minute, and t e l l  
us what happened a t  t h e  minef ie lds?  

A. The n i g h t  before  we go t  h i t  on t h e  h i l l ,  and 
we l e f t  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  two guys g o t  h i t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken, about two g o t  h i t .  The next  day we were moving 
toward t h e  minef ie ld .  And, i f  I ' m  r i g h t  , we moved i n t o  
a v i l l a g e ,  and w e  asked about t h e  VC and t h e  minef ie ld .  I 
t h i n k  w e  had gone through t h e r e  some time be fo re ,  and t h e r e  
was a minef ie ld .  Anyway, w e  h i t  t h a t  minef i e ld ,  I guess ,  
about 8 o ' c lock .  We were almost i n  t h e  middle of it. 
The 1st Platoon was on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e .  The 2d and t h e  
3d were on t h e  right-hand s i d e  and, as I r e c a l l ,  l o s t  about 
t h r e e  guys. Three o r  four  were k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  know how 
many were wounded. 

Q. But, be fo re  t h a t  t i m e ,  you had asked people who 
were l i v i n g  nearby about it, and they d i d n ' t  t e l l  you any- 
th ing?  
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A.  Right. 

Q. Do you remember what Captain MEDINA s a i d .  I 
th ink  mentioned something a minute ago about g e t t i n g  
revenge. How d i d  he express  t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  He d i d n ' t  say it i n  a r e a l  way l i k e ,  you know, 
we were going t o  murder, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  Like a 
way t o  g e t  back, you know. 

Q Other people have t o l d  us t h a t  Char l i e  Company
had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  a good b i t ,  l o s t  some men t o  s n i p e r s ,  
l o s t  men t o  t h e  minef i e ld  and booby t r a p s ,  and had n o t  r e a l l y  
had a chance t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t h e  VC. This  was t h e i r  
chance t o  do it. Did Captain MEDINA say anything about any 
animals o r  l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  they would f i n d  i n  t h e  hamlet ,  
o r  any food? 

(COL FRANKLIN en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

A.  Not f o r  su re .  He might have, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q What d i d  he say about t h e  people who might be i n  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  This  may r e f r e s h  your memory a i i t t i e  b i t .  Wnen 
you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  FEHER on t h e  1st of September, he asked 
you about t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  and among o t h e r  th ings  you t o l d  
him, you s a i d  t h a t  Captain MEDINA had been informed t h a t  t h e r e  
were VC and VC sympathizers i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- You s a i d ,  a l s o :  "He a l s o  t o l d  us t o  des t roy  a l l  
food and animals.  Destroy anything t h a t  would h e l p  t h e  enemy." 

A.  Yes, I remember t h a t .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  you c o u l d n ' t  remember i f  you 
were t o l d  whether t o  burn My Lai  4 )  . You s a i d ,  " W e  were 
t o l d  t h e  people of My Lai  ( 4 )  were informed t o  l eave  t h e  
v i l l a g e . "  Does t h a t  sound r i g h t ?  

A.  That 's r i g h t .  

Q A s  Captain MEDINA t o l d  it, how long do you 
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t h i n k  t h e  opera t ion  was supposed t o  l a s t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  we were supposed t o  h i t  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
and w e  w e r e  supposed t o  move, I b e l i e v e ,  eas t -nor theas t  
and m e e t  up wi th ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Bravo Company. But no more 
than  a day. No more than  a day. 

Q W e l l ,  we've had people t a l k  t o  us i n  t h e  l a s t  
week who thought  t h e  company might be going i n t o  the  f i e l d  
f o r  2 o r  3 weeks. We've had an aidman t e l l  us t h a t  
t h i s  was c e r t a i n l y  what he thought ,  s o  he g o t  e x t r a  medi-
c a l  s u p p l i e s .  

A. A l o t  of guys took a l o t  of ammo wi th  them because 
they thought  they  we were r e a l l y  going t o  run i n t o  something, 
and I thought t h a t  we were, too .  

Q. A hard  f i g h t ?  

A. That 's what I thought.  I t  would be a hard  f i g h t .  

Q. Is it your r e c o l l e c t i o n  now t h a t  you d i d n ' t  expect  
t o  be o u t  very  long? 

(I0 e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing . )  

A.  Myself, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  mood of t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company
a f t e r  Captain MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  on t h a t  n i g h t ?  Were they  
ready f o r  a f i g h t ,  were they s o r t  of apprehensive,  o r  how 
d i d  they  f e e l ?  

A. They were ready, They w e r e  ready. 

Q. Did Lieutenant  CALLEY have a p la toon b r i e f i n g  
af te rwards?  

A. Y e s ,  he d id .  

Q. What took p l a c e  t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, r i g h t  now, he t o l d  
us t o  g e t  a l o t  of ammo because we w e r e  going t o  need it. 
I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he s a i d  
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t o  my squad t h a t  afternoon. 

Q. Can you th ink of anything else t h a t  he t o l d  
you? 

A. No, no t  a t  t h e  p resen t  t i m e .  

COL WILSON: J u s t  t o  f i x ' a  t i m e  and da te  i n  your mind, 
t h e  morning r epo r t  c a r r i e s  COX as  dead on a r r i v a l ,  2d 
Surgical  Hospital ,  on the  14th of March. Now, t h i s  i s  
2 days p r i o r  t o  the  combat a s sau l t .  I t  a l s o  carries 
th ree  men wounded: CUMMINGS, DISON, and HENDRICKSON. 
COX w a s  i n  t he  3d Platoon, Sergeant COX. 

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  They went ou t  on p a t r o l  
t h a t  day. 

Q. That n igh t ,  I bel ieve.  And the re  w a s  supposed 
t o  be a command-detonated mine? 

A. Right, I remember that. 

Q. I wanted t o  br ing t h a t  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  f o r  
one reason, t h a t  is ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h i s  could have been-- 
i f  Captain MEDINA could have r e f e r r ed  t o  COX a s  having 2 
days before been k i l l e d ,  o r  i f  t h i s  could have been t h e  
ceremony o r  reference t h a t  Captain MEDINA made during the  
b r ie f ing .  Was t h e r e  any statement made about COX3 

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember, but  I th ink it was 
a l l  the  guys w e  had l o s t .  

Q. J u s t  the  whole bunch, and not any p a r t i c u l a r  
one? 

A .  Right. 

Q - Do you remember a Chaplain CAREY, Major CAMY? 

A. I don ' t  remember the  name. 

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, you indicated t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
had sa id  t he  people i n  My Lai ( 4 )  had been t o l d ,  o r  advised, 
t o  leave the  v i l l age .  D o  you remember how t h i s  was done, 
whether it was by l e a f l e t  drop? 

A. No, I don ' t  remember. 
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Q - H e  d i d n ' t  say  anything about t h a t ?  

A. H e  might have s a i d  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q - Going now t o  t h e  next  day, t h e  1 6 t h ,  M r .  SLEDGE, 
you were looking a t  t h e  ske tch  of My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  w a l l  a 
minute ago, and you poin ted  t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy west  of t h e  
hamlet,  which w a s  t h e  landing  zone. 

A.  Right. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us what happened, what you remember, 
r i g h t  a f te r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  landing  
zone? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, r i g h t  a f t e r  we g o t  
of f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w e  a l l  moved o u t  and g o t  on l i n e .  And 
a f t e r  everybody else was--all t h e  f l i g h t s  came i n ,  we  s t a r t -
ed moving on l i n e .  

Q. Did you draw any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? Did 
anybody shoot  a t  you? 

A. There w a s  a l o t  of shoot ing  going on a t  t h e  t ime. 
I t  might have been one sho t .  I might have heard somebody say 
somebody w a s  s h o t  a t  H i l l  85. I ' m  n o t  su re .  I t  might 
have been one o r  two s h o t s ,  b u t  no more t h a n  t h a t .  

Q - ,There  wasn ' t  any heavy r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A.  No. 

Q. What d i d  t h e  p la toon do, then ,  a t  f i r s t ?  What 
d id  t h e  1st Pla toon do r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i -  
copters?  

A. We s t a r t e d  moving up on l i n e .  There w a s  a smal l  
w e l l  r i g h t  b e f o r e  you e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and Sergeant  COWAN 
my p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  was on my l e f t .  We g o t  o u t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  him, and, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, SIMONE was 
on my r i g h t .  W e  r a n  up a g a i n s t  t h e  w e l l .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether he was a VC, o r  a c i v i l i a n ,  b u t  anyway he threw h i s  
hands up o u t  of t h e  w e l l ,  and t h a t  e x c i t e d n S e r g e a n t  COWAN, 
and h e  h o l l e r e d  something, swear wordstshoot  "Shoot s o  and 
SO." But he f e l l  back when he was h o l l e r i n g  t h i s ,  and I 
s h o t  one t ime,  and I was going t o  shoot  aga in  b u t  my maga- 
z ine  f e l l  o u t  of t h e  r i f l e .  
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Q.  F e l l  o u t  o f  your M-16? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So SIMONE, I b e l i e v e  it w a s  SIMONE 
who w a s  on my r i g h t ,  he  came over  to  t h e  w e l l  and s h o t  down 
i n t o  t h e  w e l l ,  and then  we  moved on. 

Q. I wonder, b e f o r e  w e  move on, i f  you could i n d i -
cate on t h e  ske tch  up t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a l a r g e  artist 's  
s k e t c h  of M y  L a i  ( 4 )  and surrounding count rys ide  on t h e  w a l l )  
with a grease  p e n c i l  where t h e  1st Platoon formed up on l i n e .  

A, I t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t  a long i n  h e r e  somewhere 
( i n d i c a t i n g  west-central  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ) ,  

Q. D r a w  it i n  heavy. 

(Witness does as i n s t r u c t e d .  Marks on t h i s  m a p  
w e r e  l a t e r  dup l i ca ted  on an aerial  photo i n d e n t i f i e d  as 
E x h i b i t  P-152 ,) 

A. I t h i n k  w e  s t r e t c h e d  on down h e r e  f o r  a way. 

Q J u s t  extend t h e  l i n e  on down. Do you t h i n k  
you could l o c a t e  t h e  we l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t  along i n  h e r e  somewhere. 
I w a s  about i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  w e l l ,  Sergeant  COWAN was 
on my l e f t ,  and, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, SIMONE was t o  my r i g h t .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a t  t h e  we l l ?  

A .  W e  s t a r t e d  moving up where t h e s e  hootches w e r e ,  
and they  were j u s t  shoot ing.  I was mostly behind them, be-
cause I ' m  a rad io te lephone  opera to r  f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY. 
Most of them were moving, and they  were shoot ing ,  and I 
guess it was along i n  here  where I s h o t  a water  b u f f a l o .  
I remember some women and k ids  were a l r eady  s h o t  i n  t h e s e  
hootches . 
Q What were t h e  men i n  t h e  p la toon doing? Was 
everybody f i r i n g ?  

A .  Yes, they were f i r i n g  and shoot ing i n t o  t h e  
tunne l  complexes, t h e  hootches,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
t h i n k  it was r i g h t  about i n  he re ,  r i g h t  along h e r e ,  when 
Lieutenant  CALLEY came i n  t h i s  way, and I joined up wi th  
Lieutenant  CALLEY r i g h t  i n  he re ,  somewhere i n  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  p l a c e ,  b u t  somewhere i n  t h e r e .  And 
we  moved on down, I th ink  it w a s  down i n  here .  
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Q. You followed along a t r a i l  t h a t  went genera l ly  
e a s t  through t h e  c e n t e r  ~f the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  because t h e r e  w a s  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  where 
they had a group of people,  r i g h t  a long i n  here .  I be-
l i e v e  MEADLO, and I b e l i e v e  DURSI. I t  might have been 
DURSI, I ' m  n o t  su re .  There were two o r  t h r e e  guys r i g h t  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  group, about 30, 40, o r  50. 

They were Vietnamese people? 

Right ,  they w e r e  Vietnamese people.  

Q- What were t h e  ages and sexes? 

A.  Male and female,  I guess ,  women, middle-age and 
o l d  t o  about 2-year-old k i d s ,  I guess .  The o l d e s t  male 
w a s  about 3 o r  4 yea r s  o ld .  There weren ' t  very many males. 

Q. Mostly women and ch i ld ren?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There might have been one o r  two 
o l d  men. 

Q. Had t h e s e  people been ga thered  up as you moved 
along? 

A. Right.  I t h ink  t h i s  p a r t  down i n  h e r e ,  t h e s e  boys 
coming down through he re  ga thered  them up i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and 
moved them up. 

Q. Who w a s  i n  charge of them? Was it MEADLO? 

A.  MEADLO was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was i n  
charge o r  n o t ,  b u t  he w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what happened then? 

A .  I t h i n k ,  by t h a t  t i m e ,  he had them moved up 
here.  And, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, he might have given t h e  
o rde r s  t o  "waste" them o r  no t .  Something l i k e  "waste" 
them. I f o r g o t .  Anyway, w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  around t h i s  
way, and about t h i s  t ime MEADLO showed up r i g h t  h e r e  along 
t h i s  t r a i l .  I turned  around and s t a r t e d  t o  walk, b u t  
he s t a r t e d  going t h e  o t h e r  way. So I walked back by him, 
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and he walked around, I th ink  it w a s  back around h e r e  . 
somewhere, on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where t h e r e  w a s  
a d i t c h ,  a cana l  running through t h e r e .  W e  went back up 
t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Sergeant  MITCHELL--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel WILSON w i l l  h e l p  you a 
l i t t l e  wi th  t h e  d i r e c t i o n ,  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  artist 's 
w a l l  ske tch  map.) 

I0: I might say ,  M r .  SLEDGE, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one 
t r a i l  c ross ing  t h e r e ,  I wonder i f  you a r e n ' t  t a l k i n g  about 
a junct ion  t h a t  i s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  east. I f  you j u s t  look 
t h e r e  where you s e e  tha t - - r igh t  about i n  t h e r e .  There a r e  
a l o t  of houses i n  t h e r e .  

A. I remember t h e  road was running nor th  and south ,  
running s o r t  of towards t h e  l e f t  of H i l l  85, and running 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q. T h a t ' s  clear down over  here .  The road you are 
t a l k i n g  about ,  you've g o t  two roads,  one coming r i g h t  o u t  
of t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  almost i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  it, 
and then  over  t o  t h e  r i g h t  you have another  one c l e a r  up i n  
t h e  r i g h t  corner .  That road comes over t o  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a ,  
and across  t h e  r i c e  paddy, and over  t o  those t r e e s  over  
t h e r e ,  up t o  t h e  r i g h t .  And down t o  t h e  south you have t h a t  
b i g  clump of t r e e s ,  you see .  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  go back t o  the  p l a c e  where 
MEADLO w a s ,  and a group of people.  I wasn ' t  c l e a r  about 
what you s a i d  about MEADLO and t h e  people t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  MEADLO had them gathered up. And Lieu- 
t e n a n t  CALLEY, I t h i n k  he asked him something l i k e ,  "Viet  
Cong o day?" o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken 
I th ink  he asked them, "Viet Cong o day?" 

Q. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A .  I t  means t h a t  they a r e  Vie t  Cong o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. H e  might have s a i d ,  "Waste them," 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  But I 
know, a s  we were walking o f f ,  MEADLO d id  s t a r t  f i r i n g ,  and 
I turned around t o  look,  bu t  he s t a r t e d  t o  walk f a s t .  I 
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s t a r t e d  t o  walk behind him. 

Q - Where w a s  L ieutenant  CALLEY a t  t h i s  time? 

A. H e  w a s  walking o f f ,  too.  H e  was going o f f  t o  
t h e  nor th-nor theas t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You were, by t h i s  t i m e ,  fol lowing Lieutenant  
CALLEY wi th  t h e  r ad io?  

A. That  's r i g h t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W i l l  you desc r ibe  what happened next?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  moved on up t o  where Sergeant  MITCHELL 
had a few gathered  up along a l i t t l e  causeway, I th ink .  It  

.was noth ing  b u t  a small  d i t c h ,  and he w a s  on t o p  of a levee.  

Q. S o r t  of a drainage d i t c h ?  

A. Right.  Right o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  It  wasn ' t  a l l  
t h e  way o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  hootches. ' 

Q. About how many people d i d  he have over  the re?  

A. About 40, I guess.  Maybe 30 o r  40, and Lieutenant  
CALLEY asked them a few ques t ions  and moved them up f a r t h e r  
i n . t h e  d i t c h ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. W a s  anybody wi th  MITCHELL a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who it was. 
I d o n ' t  remember who it w a s ,  b u t  anyway, he moved up t h e  
d i t c h  a l i t t l e  p iece .  I t h i n k  Lieutenant  CALLEY came back, 
and h e  t o l d  Sergeant  MITCHELL something, and he  s t a r t e d  
shoving them o f f  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Then they  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  
a t  them. There w e r e  some more guys f i r i n g  around them, too ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know who they were. 

Q Did you s e e  MEADLO about t h i s  time? Did he come 
up about t h i s  time? 

A. H e  might have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. How about DURSI? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q - BOYCE? 

A. I t h i n k  BOYCE w a s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
I don ' t  know i f  he w a s  a t  t h e  second p l a c e  o r  not .  I 
know he  w a s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  one. A f t e r  they  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  
on those ,  w e  moved on up t h e  d i t c h  a piece--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What happened, now, wi th  t h e  
people i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. They j u s t  shoved them o f f  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and 
f i r e d  a t  them w i t h  r i f l e s  on automatic ,  I guess .  They 
f i r e d  maybe t w o  c l i p s ,  40 rounds. Some of  them f i r e d  t w o  
c l i p s .  I know t h a t .  

Q. W a s  everyone i n  t h e  d i t c h  k i l l e d ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  because I d i d n ' t  check them out .  
A s  w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a 
p r i e s t ,  a Buddhist p r i e s t .  There w a s  a l i t t l e  baby, about  
a 2 o r  3-year-old k i d ,  who crawled o u t  of  t h e  d i t c h .  Some-
one ho l l e red :  "There goes t h e  k i d " ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
And Lieutenant  CALLEY r a n ,  caught t h e  k i d ,  threw him back 
i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and s h o t  it. Then he moved on up t o  where 
t h e  p r i e s t  w a s ,  and came up t h e r e  and asked t h e  p r i e s t ,  "Viet  
Cong o day?" and some more words, I d o n ' t  know what. The 
p r i e s t ,  you could see him, was begging. You could s e e  it 
on h i s  f a c e  he knew he was going t o  d i e .  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
asked him a couple of ques t ions ,  and h i t  him wi th  t h e  b u t t  
of h i s  r i f l e  a couple of t imes.  He s t i l l  was shaking h i s  
nead, saying he d i d n ' t  know anything. So Lieutenant  CALLEY 
j u s t  hauled o f f  and backed up a l i t t l e  b i t  took h i s  r i f l e ,  
p u t  it r i g h t  up t o  h i s  head, and pu l l ed  t h e  t r i g g e r  a t  point-  
blank range. Somewhere, it might have been ke fo re  t h a t ,  
a p i l o t  came i n  i n  one of t h e  s m a l l  bubbles.  

Q. Before w e  g e t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  I wonder i f  you 
could l o c a t e  on t h e  ske tch  where t h e  d i t c h  was. Colonel 
WILSON may be a b l e  t o  he lp  you t h e r e .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  wi tness  on t h e  a r t i s t ' s  
w a l l  ske tch  map.) 

Colonel WILSON w i l l  l a t e r  on show you some photo- 
graphs,  and go over t h i s  wi th  you. Now, do you remember 
t h e  people being moved across  t h e  r i c e  paddy t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  t h e  d i t c h  t h e r e ?  
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A. No. When we l e f t  from MEADLO'S p o s i t i o n ,  they 
were a l ready over  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  them 
being moved. 

10: You d o n q t  know where they came from? The people 
were j u s t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  they j u s t  had them. I d o n ' t  know where they 
ga thered  them up. I t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t  about  along i n  here.  
Right about i n  h e r e  somewhere. 

COL WILSON: This  i s  where t h e  bodies  were? This  is  where 
t h e  f i r i n g  took p lace?  

A. Right ,  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  d i t c h  I remember. 

MR WEST: Can you t e l l  us about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n c i d e n t  
now i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. The h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  a s m a l l  bubble dea l .  
H e  was i n  t h e  centek of t h e  b i g  p a r t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  He 
was i n  t h e  small  rice paddy, and we came from over  he re  
somewhere. H e  begged f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY t o  come over.  
Lieutenant  CALLEY went over  t h e r e ,  and they had a few words. 
H e  w a s  t a l k i n g ,  and shaking h i s  head. The l i e u t e n a n t  came 
back, and he made a remark, something l i k e :  "He d o e s n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  way I ' m  running t h i s  show, b u t  I ' m  t h e  boss , "  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  "He's n o t  running t h i s  show; I ' m  t h e  
boss." And he f lew o f f .  He had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  before  
then ,  and he took o u t  some women and c h i l d r e n  be fo re  t h a t  
happened. 

10: How do you know t h a t ?  

A. Because I s a w  it. I saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n .  

Q Is t h a t  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  o r  i s  it a t  a d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n ,  o f f  t o  t h e  east of t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was i n  h e r e  somewhere, when 
he f i r s t  came i n  up by t h e  landing  zone. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  go back t o  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  when you were 
s t i l l  c l e a r  o u t  by t h e  d ike?  

A. When we f i r s t  came i n .  
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Q .  Before you a c t u a l l y  came i n .  T e l l  us what you 
remember about  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came down? 

A. A l l  I remember, he came i n  and I heard  some 
of t h e  guys saying  something about it, t o  g e t  s o m e  of t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  t o  s t a r t  t ak ing  them out .  H e  w a s  
t ak ing  them o u t  a long t h i s  road somewhere. 

Q. Back about t h i s  t i m e ,  now, be fo re  you came i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see. Captain MEDINA? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see t h e  bubbletop h e l i c o p t e r  c o m e  
down be fo re  t h e  1 s t  Platoon went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I th ink  it came i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  
moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Captain MEDINA u s u a l l y  s t ayed  
behind wi th  t h e  mortar  p la toon and t h e  headquar ters  sec-
t i o n  when we  started moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Going back over  t o  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  d i t c h ,  d i d  you see a gunship l and  and t a k e  some people 
away? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Did you hear  about i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You mentioned some people being taken o u t  
by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Only by t h i s  bubbletop one. That 's t h e  only 
one I know. 

10: Were you wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY when he t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I s tayed around--right around i n  he re ,  
r i g h t  around t h e  edge of t h e  woods, because I had a whip 
antenna on my r a d i o ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  c lose  t o  t h e  h e l i -  
copter .  He moved up t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a l k  t o  him. 
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8 - Had you gone beyond t h e  d i t c h ,  M r .  SLEDGE? Had 
you gone to  t h e  east of t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  along t h i s  s i d e .  Right  along 
i n  h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  I b e l i e v e  r i g h t  a long i n  he re .  The 
h e l i c o p t e r  landed along i n  he re ,  and we were r i g h t  over  
h e r e  along t h e  edge of t h e  woods. 

Q. Actua l ly ,  t h i s  photo ( E x h i b i t  P-1) doesn 't 
e x a c t l y  show you t h e  way th ings  are, because o f f  t o  t h e  
e a s t  t h e r e  are a couple of  o t h e r  clumps of t r e e s .  One 
almost due e a s t  of where you l o c a t e d  t h e  bodies .  Maybe, 
1 0 0  meters. Another up about 200 meters  t o  t h e  nor th .  

A .  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  map. I c a n ' t  p i n  
it e x a c t l y .  I know it w a s  along i n  t h e r e  somewhere. H e  
r a n  ac ross  t h e r e ,  and came back and s a i d  t h a t  h e ' d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h e  way he w a s  running t h e  show, b u t  he was t h e  boss .  H e  
was t h e  boss ,  he  r an  t h e  show t h e  way h e  wanted t o .  

MR WEST: Would you t e l l  us  what happened nex t ,  M r .  SLEDGE? 

A .  A s  f a r  as I can remember, I t h i n k  Captain MEDINA 
c a l l e d  i n  on t h e  r a d i o ,  and t o l d  us t o  come t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  
and t a k e  a lunch break.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a lunch break ,  
somewhere along i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember it a l l .  

0. Do you remember g e t t i n g  an o r d e r  from Captain 
MEDINA about  t h i s  t i m e  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  s t o p  t h e  
shoot ing? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I f  it had come i n ,  it probably 
would have come i n  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  r a d i o ,  because I 
w a s  on p la toon  frequency. 

I0: 
t h a t  t ime? 

You were i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  a t  

A. Right .  The squad l e a d e r s  and t h e  o t h e r  p la toons .  

MR.WEST: 
MEDINA? 

How d i d  L ieu tenan t  GALLEY communicate w i t h  Captain 

A. W e  had two rad ios .  W e  had a company n e t  and a 
p la toon n e t .  c a p t a i n  MEDINA, I t h i n k ,  he had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
r ad ios .  
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Q. Who w a s  o p e r a t i n g  your o t h e r  r ad io?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. D o  you remember what he looked l i k e ?  

A. W e l l ,  we  had so many o p e r a t o r s ,  they  changed 
around s o  much, I d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  Because I--we had about 
t h r e e  o p e r a t o r s  b e f o r e  I became an opera to r .  I s t ayed  a 
whi le ,  and then  I changed around, and w e  had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
more a f t e r  I l e f t .  W e  changed around t o o  much. 

Q. Did you go w i t h  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY when he went 
t o  j o i n  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q. What t o o k . p l a c e  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey  had--Captain MEDINA w a s  t h e r e .  H i s  
RTO and a l l  t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  came, and 
t h e  p la toon l eaders .  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h r e e  r i f l e s  they  had 
captured.  A ca rb ine ,  I t h i n k ,  two ca rb ines ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  and some o t h e r  kind. H e  t o l d  Lieutenant  
CALLEY and t h e  rest t h a t  we w e r e  supposed t o  move, and 
meet up wi th  Bravo Company, I b e l i e v e ,  somewhere by t h e  
nex t  v i l l a g e .  W e  had chow t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I re-
member see ing .  

Q. About t h e  time t h i s  happened, I guess ,  t h e  
f i r i n g  had d ied  down and stopped?. . . 

A. Yes, j u s t  about. Maybe one o r  two r i f l e s  w e r e  
shoot ing ,  b u t  t h e r e  wasn 't much. 

Q. A s  you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  M r .  SLEDGE, how 
many Vietnamese dead d i d  you s e e ,  do you th ink?  

A. I guess ,  s c a t t e r e d  around, t h e r e  w e r e  two 
bunches a s  we went through t h e  v i c i n i t y  where I moved, 
maybe 100  o r  s o ,  I d o n ' t  know, because I d i d n ' t  count 
them. I was j u s t  moving through. 

Q I wish you would go back and desc r ibe  f o r  us what 
t h e  men of t h e  1st Platoon d i d  a s  they moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and you saw them? 
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  a l l  t h e  men down on t h i s  s i d e .  
A l l  I could--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )What d i d  you see?  

A. A l l  I could s e e  w a s  t h e  p a r t  r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q- The 1st Platoon w a s  moving p r e t t y  f a s t ?  

A. Right ,  we were moving f a s t  when we g o t  o u t  of 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  And w e  g o t  on l i n e ,  wai ted f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
p la toons  t o  g e t  on l i n e ,  and we s t a r t e d  moving f a s t .  They 
had a l r eady  s e n t  i n  rocke t sh ips  b e f o r e  we landed. 

Q. Gunships? 

A. Yes, and w e  s t a r t e d  moving f a s t ,  and about a l l  I 
s a w  w a s  r i g h t  about i n  he re .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  down h e r e  
because t h e r e  were s o  many hootches and t r e e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  
see down t h e r e .  Most of t h e  a r e a  I s a w  I w a s  i n .  

Q. The men were f i r i n g  as they  w e r e  moving forward? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Were they  getting drly r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a i i ?  

A. No, n o t  a s  f a r  as I can remember. 

Q. What about t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  What 
w a s  happening t o  them? 

A. Most of them were e a t i n g  b r e a k f a s t  when we f i r s t  
h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They were s t i l l  i n  t h e  hootches.  I guess  
we  h i t  them s o  f a s t  they d i d n ' t  know what t o  do, s o r t  of sur -
p r i s e d  them. They would n o t  resist o r  anything.  They would-
n ' t  t r y  t o  run ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I f  a k i d  was s i t t i n g  
down, t h e  mother would grab it and hold  it. Try t o  hold  it 
up. T h a t ' s  about a l l  t h a t  happened. 

Q What d i d  you see?  Were t h e  men of  t h e  company 
j u s t  k i l l i n g  t h e  people a s  they found them? What were they 
doing? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody a s  we w e r e  moving 
through j u s t  shoo t  them down, b u t  they w e r e  shoot ing  i n t o  
t h e  hootches and through t h e  complex, and you could s e e  
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t h e  people f a l l  o u t  of t h e  hootches and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you see anybody throw a grenade i n  t h e  
bunkers,  t h e  h o l e s  where people were? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, There might have been one 
thrown, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. ~ l lr i g h t .  G o  ahead and desc r ibe  what you saw? 

A. T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I s a w  u n t i l  w e  moved on down 
t o  MEADLO'S p o s i t i o n ,  I s a w  t h a t ,  a long wi th  Sergeant  
MITCHELL. T h a t ' s  a l l  I s a w .  

I 0  : L e t  m e  ask you, a long i n  h e r e  now, from t h e  t i m e  
you g o t  o u t  t o  where you s a w  t h e  bodies ,  you w e r e  t h e  Platoon 
RTO? 

A. Right ,  

Q - Were you ever  asked, o r  d i d  Lieutenant  CALLEY e v e r  
use your r a d i o  t o  ask squad l e a d e r s  how many VC they  k i l l e d ,  
or  t o  t a k e  a body count a t  any t ime during t h i s  per iod?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I c o u l d n ' t  
s w e a r  t o  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d id .  

Q If  he had, though, you probably would have 
remembered, would you no t?  

A .  Yes, sir,  I f  he had, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he did.  

MR WEST: During t h e  morning t h e r e  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you see 
any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  b r igade ,  o r  
d i v i s i o n ?  Anybody coming i n  t o  v i s i t ?  

A. W e  had an o f f i c e r  wi th  us. I d o n ' t  know from 
where he was, b u t  w e  had one o f f i c e r .  

Q. You had a Lieutenant  JOHNSON, who w a s  an M I  
o f f i c e r  . 
A. That might have been him. 

Q Lieutenant  ALAUX, t h e  forward observer ,  was wi th  
Captain MEDINA. 
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A. Those are about t h e  only  ones I remember. I 
d o n ' t  remember anyone else coming i n .  

Q Were you around when CARTER s h o t  himself i n  
t h e  f o o t ?  

A. When we w e r e  moving along through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
CARTER w a s  r i g h t  along i n  t h e r e ,  and we moved t o  t h i s  s i d e .  
W e  could s e e  him over t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  c l o s e  t o  
him. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e  dus to f f  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
came i n  t o  g e t  him? 

A. Right.  I s a w  it. 

Q. Colonel WILSON w i l l  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t  l a t e r ,  
and maybe you can s p o t  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  How 
w e l l  d i d  you know Captain MEDINA? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know him p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  c l o s e .  I 
knew t h a t  he was a good man. He w a s  a good company command-
er. I knew him t h a t  wel l .  

Q W e  have had some people t e l l  us t h a t  they thought 
t h e  company s o r t  of g o t  o u t  of c o n t r o l  t h a t  morning, 
Many Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been k i l l e d .  
Were you a t  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  whether t h i s  was s o  o r  not?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  say whether they  were o u t  of 
c o n t r o l ,  o r  t h e  guys just--I  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. W e l l ,  it w a s  unusual.  There were q u i t e  a l o t  
of o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  Did you ever  s e e  
anything l i k e  t h i s  before?  

A. No, I hadn ' t .  

Q. Have you thought about it s i n c e ?  

A. Right .  I thought about .it a l o t .  

Q Have you ever  been a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  j u s t  why 
it happened? 

A. No, no t  r e a l l y .  I ' v e  thought  about it sometimes 
myself. 
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Q. Some wi tnesses  have t o l d  us t h a t  t h i s  i s  what 
they were ordered t o  do? 

A. W e  were ordered t o  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember anyone o rde r ing  us t o  k i l l  women and ch i ld ren .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Why do you t h i n k  it happened? 

A.  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say.  I c o u l d n ' t  say it was 
because t h e  guys were on t h e i r  own, o r  j u s t  angry,  j u s t  
k i l l i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  they came t o ,  o r  what. I cou ldn ' t  
say what w a s  on t h e i r  minds. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember see ing  t h e  photographer who 
was on t h e  mission t h a t  day, on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I remember see ing  a photographer when we met up
wi th  Bravo Company, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I th ink  t h e r e  was one with us ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
him. 

Q. Do you,remember where you went t o  f i n d  Captain 
MEDINA a t  t h e  t ime you h a d . t h e  break f o r  lunch? Did you go 
back towards t h e  v i l l a g e  from where you had been? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was back along i n  here  somewhere. 
Somewhere back along i n  here. 

Q - Was it on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  It w a s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  edge. I t  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  
cen te r .  Somewhere i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Can you remember anyone who was around you a t  
t h e  time you had lunch? 

A. Sergeant  COWAN. L e t  me s e e ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
whether BACON was my squad l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  n o t .  But ,  
i f  he was squad l e a d e r ,  he would have been t h e r e .  Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY, t h e  p la toon l e a d e r .  I f o r g e t  who t h e  p la toon 
sergeant--I  b e l i e v e  Sergeant  BUCHANON and h i s  p la toon l e a d e r  
were t h e r e ,  too.  I b e l i e v e .  

MR WEST: Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. ~ i ~ h t gLieutenant  BROOKS. 
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MR MACCRATE: I th ink  you mentioned t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
another  o f f i c e r  was wi th  you here .  And M r .  WEST i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  Lieutenant  JOHNSON, from t h e  M I  detachment, w a s  on t h e  
opera t ion .  Do you remember him? 

A. I remember see ing  another  guy t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know him. I d i d n ' t  know much about him. " 

Q - W e l l ,  was he sometimes moving wi th  you during t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  day? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see him. I f  he w a s ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  him a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
went w i t h  Lieutenant  CALLEY t o  j o i n  Captain MEDINA a t  t h e  
lunch break? 

A. I remember see ing  him t h e r e ,  because they  were 
t a l k i n g  about t h e  r i f l e s .  I remember ~ e e i n g  him t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: What i s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  you s a w  involv ing  t h e  o l d  
monk o r  p r i e s t ?  Did t h a t  t a k e  p lace  r i g h t  a t  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  
d i d  t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  some d i s t a n c e  away. 

A. I t  was up t h e  d i t c h ,  I guess ,  about  50 meters--
25 o r  50 m e t e r s  from t h e r e .  

Q. W a s  it 50 m e t e r s  back i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Away. 

Q. Away, i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Right.  U p  nor th .  

Q - Did t h i s  t ake  p lace  be fo re  you went b.ack t o  lunch, 
and t o  meet Captain MEDINA? 

A. Right ,  it d id .  It  took p l a c e  be fo re  we went t o  
e a t  lunch. 

10: W e l l ,  I th ink  M r .  WALSH s t a r t e d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
one p o i n t .  The only p o i n t  t h a t  I t h i n k  r e q u i r e s  a l i t t l e  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  is  when you s a w  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land and you 
were wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY. A f t e r  a few minutes d i d  you 
see a h e l i c o p t e r  gunship come i n ,  and land wi th  t h e  H-23? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  know. I remember when Lieutenant  
CALLEY was t a l k i n g  t o  him. I remember t h a t  r i g h t  a f t e r  he 
came back t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f .  He might have come back. 
I d o n ' t  remember. I knew he took o f f ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
see ing  t h e  gunship land.  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h e  p i l o t  t a l k  t o  Sergeant  MITCHELL? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him t a l k  t o  him. 

Q How f a r  away were you from t h i s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r
time? 

A. bout 15 o r  20 meters ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  I w a s  
r i g h t  along t h e  edge of t h e  woods, and he w a s  almost i n  t h e  
middle of t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, do you remember where t h e  company 
went a f t e r  you l e f t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name of the  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  it 
was s t i l l  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  There were a few small  
hootches t h e r e  where we s p e n t  the  n igh t .  

Q- I understand t h a t  t h e  company moved somewhat t o  
t h e  east'! a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  nor th ,  and met up wi th  Bravo Company? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. And you laagered  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around a graveyard? 

Right. 

That a f te rnoon,  d i d  you s e e  any Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we had two from Quang Ngai. I b e l i e v e  
they were from Quang Ngai. 

Q. What were they doing? 

A. W e  had some p r i s o n e r s .  I t h i n k  we had captured  
some p r i s o n e r s  somewhere coming through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
small  v i l l a g e .  They were t h e r e ,  supposed t o  have been t h e r e ,  
because they knew a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  a rea .  A s  f a r  a s  I 
can remember, they  knew a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  area .  They 
were supposed t o  have been t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  whether they  
were VC o r  c i v i l i a n s .  
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Q. Were you around when they  were ques t ion ing  t h e  
VC s u s p e c t s ,  t h e s e  p r i soners?  

A. I remember one i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

9 Did you s e e  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot  any of t h e  
p r i soners?  

A. I know t h a t  one g o t  s h o t ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e  t h a t  
I s a w  it. I remember he w a s  t o r t u r i n g  him some kind  of way, 
t r y i n g  t o  make him t a l k .  He d i d  shoot  him. He s h o t  him wi th ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  a revolver .  I b e l i v e  it w a s ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 
through t h e  head. I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

Q. 
time? 

Were some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  around t h e r e  a t  t h a t  

A. Captain MEDINA, Bravo--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Captain MICHLES? 

A. Right.  And t h e  photographer from Bravo Company 
was t h e r e ,  too .  

9. This  i s  when you s a w  t h e  photographer? 

A. Right.  

Q. Were any o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  from t h e  t a s k  force?  

A. Not h igher  than a cap ta in .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody had joined 
them. 

Q. Did you see a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  about t h i s  time 
and t a k e  t h i s  photographer away, f o r  example? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  an o f f i c e r  t h e r e  with a c l ipboard?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC, t h e  b r igade  S2? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know him. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  know him? 
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id 
A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  anybody c u t  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f f  one of 
t h e  p r i soners?  

A. I t h i n k ,  i f  I ' m  not  mistaken, it was t h e  one who 
was sho t .  The Nat ional  Po l i ce  d i d  it t o  t h e  same one he 
s h o t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 

Q. Did you s e e  t h i s ,  o r  d id  you j u s t  h e a r  about i t ?  

A. I w a s  c l o s e ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  r i g h t  up on it. I was 
s o r t  of behind. The o f f i c e r s ,  they were a l l  up t h e r e ,  and 
t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  and I th ink  t h e  p la toon se rgean t s .  

Q Lieutenant  CALLEY w a s  around a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q We understand,  M r .  SLEDGE, t h a t  on t h e  next  day,
t h e  17 th ,  t h e  1st Platoon went up on H i l l  85. This  i s  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  Can you t e l l  us what t h e  
company d i d  t h e  rest of t h a t  day? We understand t h a t  they 
moved south ,  o u t  through some hamlets ,  and g o t  down t o  t h e  
mouth of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River.  Do you remember t h a t  
moving down? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Could you t e l l  us what t h e  company d i d  a s  they  
came t o  t h e s e  hamlets? 

A, We were burning them, des t roying  them. 
"%:+,\.-

Q Did you run i n t o  any r e s i s t a n c e ?  Did you s e e  any 
Vietnamese people t h a t  day? 

A. I th ink  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about when w e  reached t h e  
canals .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  t h e  only t i m e  we reached t h e  canal  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about it. 

10: Was it a canal o r  a r iver?  

A. A smal l  r i v e r .  It wasn ' t  very b ig .  More l i k e  a 
canal .  I t  wasn ' t  an ocean, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

MR WEST: DO you remember cap tu r ing  two VC o r  NVA, and a 
nurse? 

(SLEDGE ) 26 APP T-81 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(Witness responds i n  t h e  a£ f i rma t ive .  ) 

Now, going back t o  t h e s e  hamlets ,  d i d  you say they 
were burned? Do you know how many were burned? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  I cou ldn ' t  s ay ,  

I0: How many houses do you t h i n k  were i n  each of those  
hamlets t h a t  you s a w  burned, M r .  SLEDGE? Were t h e r e  two o r  
t h r e e  houses,  w e r e  t h e r e  10 o r  15? 

A. They w e r e  s o r t  of s c a t t e r e d  around. S c a t t e r e d  
he re  and t h e r e .  I t  was j u s t  s o r t  of down i n  a low s p o t ,  
a l o t  of trees, lowland. 

Q- I understand t h a t  you d i d  n o t  make a house count,  
b u t  i n  o r d e r  of  magnitude, about how many do you th ink  were 
the re?  

A. Maybe 40; 50 maybe. Maybe n o t  t h a t  many. 

Q= I t  j u s t  wasn ' t  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about. It  i s  enough t h a t  it could be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a hamlet,  
o r  something of t h i s  na ture?  

A. Right ,  t h e r e  w e r e  more than  two o r  th ree .  

Q. Before you go on, I want t o  go back t o  before  you 
l e f t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you picked up some 
p r i soners?  

A .  Right.  I th ink  w e  picked them up i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  Bravo Company had captured them. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Did your p la toon p ick  up any, o r  was it t h e  
company t h a t  picked them up, o t h e r  elements of t h e  company? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember whether it was your company 
t h a t  brought t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n t o  the  l a a g e r  s i te  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  o r  whether Bravo Company brought them i n ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  I remember when we g o t  t h e r e ,  they 
were the re .  

Q. Up t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you reached t h e  l aager  s i t e ,  
had you seen t h e  Nat ional  Pol ice?  
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A. No, I h a d n ' t .  

Q Do you remember them being flown i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  
with some ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A .. I t h i n k  I remember, b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q- . W e  want only those th ings  t h a t  you know. I d o n ' t ,  
f o r  1 minute, want t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth, b u t  I know 
a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s ,  s o  i n  some of these  i t ' s  j u s t  a 
ques t ion  of y e s  o r  no. Did you s e e  another  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
came i n ,  and brought a c a p t a i n ,  a good-sized c a p t a i n ,  along 
wi th  another  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a s i d e  from Sergeant  PHU, 
who was with Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

a .  Do you remember see ing ,  a s i d e  from Captain MICHLES 
and Captain 'MEDINA, some d i s t a n c e  away from t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
do you remember see ing  an Army cap ta in  along wi th  t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q. You s a i d  they  were t o r t u r i n g  the  p r i s o n e r s .  What 
were they  doing t o  t h e  p r i soners?  

A .  Like you s a i d ,  I th ink  they  were cut t ing-- they 
d i d n ' t  c u t  h i s  f i n g e r  a l l  t h e  way o f f ,  he was sawing it o r  
something. I wasn ' t  right up on it. I was of f  away. I 
cou ldn ' t  swear t h a t  he w a s  sawing them o f f ,  b u t  he was doing 
something. 

. . 

Q Did you s e e  it, o r  are you j u s t  t e l l i n g  us 
something t h a t  you heard had happened? 

A. Well, I heard t h a t  t h e  f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f ,  
and, a f t e r  they  were s h o t ,  I s a w  f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f .  
But I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see them s a w  them o f f ,  o r  c u t  them o f f .  

Q. Did you see them sho t?  

A. Right ,  I s a w  them sho t .  

Q - How was it done? 

A.  The National  P o l i c e ,  he moved them o f f  from t h e  
r e s t  of them towards a l i t t l e  d i t c h .  I th ink  he s h o t  them 
wi th  a revo lve r ,  a . 3 8 .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  head. 
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Q Did you s e e  him execute  any a d d i t i o n a l  p r i soners?  

A. No, because about t h a t  t ime we s t a r t e d  moving 
around t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  and w e  were g e t t i n g  ready t o  d i g  
i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  The reason I remember them i s  because 
I almost had t o  s l e e p  next  t o  them. 

Q. Do you remember e i t h e r  Captain MICHLES o r  Captain 
MEDINA c a l l i n g  over ,  and t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  t h i s  k i l l i n g ?  
That t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any k i l l e d  unless  he gave them approval? 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

9 Did you s e e  another  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  t o  pick 
up what you c a l l e d  a photographer,  and another  man, o r  any 
of t h e  o t h e r  people who were wi th  him? 

A. No, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. 

I0: Before w e  go on, I have some p i c t u r e s  he re .  You 
w e r e  ev iden t ly  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e s e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  Maybe 
you can p ick  some of them ou t .  They may n o t  be i n  p o l i c e  
uniforms. These a r e  some r e c e n t  p i c t u r e s  of them. I g ive  
you a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  and you can look a t  them. 

(Witness s t u d i e s  t h e  photographs. 

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  both  these  
were t h e r e .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  f i v e  photographs of 
Vietnamese c i t i z e n s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as e x h i b i t s .  
M r .  SLEDGE i d e n t i f i e d  two of them, Le TRONG and Nguyen Ngo 
TAM, a s  poss ib ly  two of t h e  Nat ional  Policemen who he s a w  
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  on t h e  evening of 16 March 1968. Do you 
recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  I s a w  him somewhere, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know where. I saw him, too ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where, 

Q. M r .  SLEDGE also i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  somewhere, although 
he does n o t  know where, he had seen Do THIET and Vo LUU. 

RCDR: The photograph of M r .  Le TRONG is  be ing  en te red  
a s  Exh ib i t  P-147. The photograph of Nguyen Ngo TAM w i l l  
be i d e n t i f i e d  as P-148. The photograph of Do THIET w i l l  be 
marked a s  P-149. The photograph of Vo LUU w i l l  be i d e n t i -
f i e d  as P-150. The photograph of Bo DA w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  P-151. 
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MR WALSH: M r .  SLEDGE, I show you t h e  photograph of  Le TRONG, 
Exh ib i t  P-147 which you have previous ly  i d e n t i f i e d ,  and 
ask  you t o  look c l o s e l y  a t  t h a t  photograph. See i f  you can 
recognize a very pronounced s c a r  running across  t h e  e n t i r e  
l e f t  s i d e  of h i s  f a c e ,  inc luding  h i s  e a r  and p a r t  of h i s  
j a w ,  with marks from s t i t c h e s  i n  it. I ask you i f  t h i s  
w i l l  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
Nat ional  Policeman whom you s a w  a t  t h e  l aager  a r e a  on t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  16th.  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  one of  t h e  policemen t h e r e  had 
a very pronounced s c a r  on t h e  s i d e  of h i s  f ace?  

A. No. 

Q. Secondly, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  policeman who you saw execute  the  d e t a i n e e s  i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  a s  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of t h e  two people whose 
p i c t u r e s  you have picked ou t?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  he was wearing a h a t .  He was s m a l l .  
This  one seems a l i t t l e  l a r g e r .  I ' d  r a t h e r  say  t h i s  one, 
because he was smal l e r  than  t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q. The wi tness  ind ica ted  t h e  photograph of Le TRONG, 
Exh ib i t  P-147. 

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, whi le  you were with Bravo Company 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  anytime l a t e r ,  d i d  you hear  a r e p o r t  about 
some more Vietnamese people being k i l l e d ,  on 16 March 1968, 
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet a long t h e  c o a s t .  Is t h e r e  a hamlet 
named Co Lay, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name, b u t  I remember something 
had come around t h a t  Bravo Company had a l s o  done some k i l l i n g ,  
too .  

Q. Also done some k i l l i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. Right.  

Q. This i s  very important ,  M r .  SLEDGE. Could you 
t h i n k  back, and t r y  t o  remember j u s t  what you heard t o  t h e  
b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  
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A. A l l  I remember i s  they had done some k i l l i n g ,  
b u t  1 don1t remember. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  it w a s  on t h i s  n i g h t  t h a t  you heard 
t h i s ,  when you w e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  wi th  Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  because they were sweeping t h e  a r e a  i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n .  

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  whether any p a r t i c u l a r  p la toon i n  
Bravo Company was mentioned? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Do you remember.-whe t h e r  t h e  d i scuss ion  was about 
k i l l i n g  VC, o r  women and ch i ld ren?  Any s p e c i f i c s  along 
t h a t  l i n e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  A l l  I remember was t h e  k i l l i n g .  I 
d o n ' t  remember whether it was women and c h i l d r e n ,  o r  VC. 

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, do you remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming 
i n  and t a k i n g  you back t o  LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon on t h e  
18th ,  on t h e  t h i r d  day, a f t e r  you had been o u t  two n i g h t s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  Do you remember being taken back t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  very much. I remember a l i t t l e  
b i t .  

Q. W e l l ,  Char l i e  Company w a s  l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of t h e  18th  by the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and taken back t o  LZ 
Dot t ie .  When you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  do you remember 
a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  coming o u t  and t a l k i n g  t o  a group of 
men a s  they  had j u s t  g o t t e n  off t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Do you 
remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r ,  about t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
was going . t o  be-an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f .  what had happened a t  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  I heard it once. 

Q. When d i d  you hea r  t h i s ?  

A. I guess it w a s  a f t e r ;  March, ~ p r i l ,  o r  May. 
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Q .  Do you remember t h i s  happening a s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  
My La i  ( 4 ) ?  A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  do you remember Captain 
MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t a l k i n g  about it, 
saying  t h e r e  was going t o  be o r  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on,  and t a l k i n g  about  what had happened t h e r e  t h a t  
day? 


A. I b e l i e v e  he d i d  g e t  us t o g e t h e r  and t a l k e d  t o  
us about it. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what he s a i d ,  b u t  
I t h i n k  he  d i d  g e t  u s  t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  t o  us about  it. 

Q .  Did anybody eve r  come and t a l k  t o  you about  it 
and ask you q u e s t i o n s ,  say ing  t h a t  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
what had happened t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you heard l a t e r  on about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. A l l  I remember i s  something about a p i l o t  who was 
t h e  one who tu rned  it i n  o r  something. H e  was t h e  one who 
c a l l e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  t h e r e  is. 

Q - Do you remember about what he w a s  complaining? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n .  

Q. M r .  SLEDGE, what was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men of 
C h a r l i e  Company toward t h e  Vietnamese people? Did they  
l i k e  them o r  d i s l i k e  them? How d i d  they  g e t  a long  w i t h  
them? What was t h e  a t t i t u d e ?  

A .  Some of t h e  guys l i k e  Harry STANLEY--he l i k e d  
t h e  Vietnamese. H e  w a s  always t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  language. 
H e  r e a l l y  l i k e d  them. But I would s a y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
company d i d n ' t  l i k e  them. 

a .  The reason  I asked i s  t h a t  w e ,  of cour se ,  are 
t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  why t h i s  t h i n g  happened t h a t  morning 
a t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  So many Vietnamese people  w e r e  k i l l e d .  
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Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
company t h a t  maybe t h e  l i f e  of a Vietnamese d i d n ' t  count 
a s  much a s  t h e  l i f e  of an American? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  because I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  way 
myself. I c a n ' t  say f o r  t h e  o t h e r  guys. 

Q. Well, it has been suggested t h a t  some of them 
f e l t  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  count when they had t o  k i l l  a 
Vietnamese. Sometimes they r e f e r r e d  t o  them a s  "dinks,"  
"s lopes."  Do you th ink  any of t h e  men had t h a t  type  of 
a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. I f  you had t o  say I t ake  it you would say no. 

A. I f  I knew they had t h a t  a t t i t u d e ,  I would say yes ,  
bu t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. I t h i n k  you a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was only
r e c e n t l y  t h a t  people have known about what happened a t  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  it has become genera l ly  known. A s  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  nothing was known about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  Department 
of t h e  Army u n t i l  A p r i l  of 1 9 6 9 ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of  2 1  o r  22 
months ago. It was over a yea r  a f t e r  the  t h i n g  happened. 
Do you have any i d e a  why it w a s  n o t  r epor ted  a t  t h e  t ime 
the  way o t h e r  events  a r e ,  t h e  way o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  have 
happened a r e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know whether Captain MEDINA r epor ted  it 
o r  not .  When w e  h i t  a minef ie ld ,  and we l o s t  guys,  he 
c a l l e d  i n t o  b a t t a l i o n  and turned  t h a t  i n ,  something l i k e  
t h i s .  Myself, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it was--that w e  were doing--
we  were ordered  t o  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  company had done anything 
wrong? 

A .  I thought t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  was wrong, b u t  he t o l d  
U s  t o  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  d i d n ' t  mention anything about t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  a s  f a r  as I can remember, b u t  he d i d  say  
h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was j u s t  another  opera t ion  t o  me. 
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Q. So you accepted it a s  what t h e  company had been 
ordered t o  do? 

A. . A s  an opera t ion .  I wouldn't  say k i l l i n g  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  a s  an opera t ion .  

Q Le t  m e  p u t  it t h i s  way, t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  an 
unfor tunate  r e s u l t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Right. 

Q . Did you ever  th ink  t h a t  it might be c a l l e d  a war 
crime. To go i n  and k i l l  l i t t l e  bab ies ,  c h i l d r e n ,  and 
women, even though they were p u t t i n g  up no r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A .  A t  t h e  t ime,  I d i d n ' t .  But a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  o f  
t h e  s e r v i c e ,  I t a l k e d  t o  my wife  about it, and I was t e l l i n g  
h e r  how it happened. I thought about it a l o t ,  and t h a t  w a s  
way be fo re  I heard of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Did you t a l k  about it with o t h e r  people i n  t h e  
company af te rwards ,  buddies and f r i e n d s ?  

A. No. There may have been a l i t t l e  t a l k  the  f i r s t  
day o r  two, b u t  nothing a f t e r  t h a t .  Because, l i k e  MEADLO, 
he  f e l t  s o r r y  t h a t  it happened, and BGYCE, he d id  also. 
Most of t h e  guys f e l t  bad r i g h t  a f t e r  it happened. 

Q Did you know S I M O N E  we l l ?  

A. I knew him, b u t  we weren ' t  c lose .  

Q. How about DURSI? 

A. I knew him, t o o ,  b u t  w e  weren ' t  c l o s e .  

Q Who w a s  your c lose  f r i e n d ?  

A .  Roy WOOD and Harry STANLEY. Myself and Allen 
BOYCE were p r e t t y  c lose .  

Q. There w e r e  two WOODS i n  the  company, Roy and John. 
Which one was k i l l e d ?  

A. It' must have been John WOOD. 
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Roy is s t i l l  around? 

H e  is i n  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Rennard DOINES. Myself and he were good f r i e n d s .  

Q. Did you s e e  him t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. H e  w a s  around 
somewhere. 

9- What w a s  he? Was he a r i f leman? 

A. Right.  

Q- F i r s t  squad? 

A. Second squad. 

Q That would be Sergeant  BACON Is? 

A.  Right ,  Sergeant  BACON 's. 
Q. I n  November t h e r e  were some s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  news-
papers  &out  t h e  pcrssj .bil i ty t h a t  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Com~anv- & 

had been smoking marijuana be fo re  t h i s  opera t ion .  Do you 
know anything about such a th ing?  

A. No. 

Q Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  t h e  company?
Char l i e  Company? 

A .  Well, I heard once t h a t  they had some C I D  o r  
something looking f o r  marijuana. 

Q. What I meant was d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  of  anybody
going i n t o  combat, o r  a combat a s s a u l t ,  p r e t t y  h igh  on 
rnari juana? 

A. . No. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember from whom you heard t h e  r e p o r t
i n  A p r i l  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being made? 

A. While I w a s  i n  Vietnam? 

Q. Y e s .  
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A. I t h i n k  from Captain MEDINA i n  t a l k i n g  t o  us .  
But I t h i n k  it leaked  o u t  b e f o r e  he t a l k e d  t o  us .  Somebody 
else knew about  it. 

Q You j u s t  heard  it from one o f  your buddies? 

A. Right ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. W a s  t h a t  a f t e r  Capta in  MEDINA c a l l e d  everybody 
t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Right.  I t h i n k  it may have been a day a f t e r ,  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  W e  g o t  t o g e t h e r ,  and he t o l d  us  about  
it. 

Q A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a good d e a l  la ter  than  
t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  it was. I b e l i e v e  it was Apr i l .  

Q. I t  wasn ' t  a day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q. Seve ra l  weeks l a t e r ?  

A .  I t h i n k  so. I 'Mnot s u r e .  

Q. Can you remember where you w e r e  when he c a l l e d  
t h e  company t o g e t h e r ?  Was it a t  D o t t i e ,  o r  Upt ight ,  o r  
where w e r e  you? 

A. I don' t know. W e  moved around s o  much. 

Q Do you remember anyth ing  more about t h a t  day? Who 
was t h e r e ?  Who was s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  you? What might Captain  
MEDINA have s a i d ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  S t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  is h a r d  t o  remember. 

Q Sure ,  I r e a l i z e  t h i s .  I t ' s  been n e a r l y  2 y e a r s  
ago. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  jog your memory a b i t .  

A. T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can remember about  it. 
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Q - Did he say anything, Captain MEDINA, t h a t  i s ,  d i d  
h e  say anything about n o t  pass ing  rumors around, t h a t  t h i s  
mat ter  i s  going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h a t  nobody should 
t a l k  about it u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  completed. 

A. I t h i n k  I remember him saying  something about it. 
Don't t a l k  t o  t h e  o t h e r  companies, o r  Bravo Company, o r  t h e  
3/1. I th ink  I remember him saying something l i k e  t h i s ,  n o t  
t o  go around and t a l k  about it. 

Q. D o  you remember what reason he gave f o r  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Do you remember what he s a i d  about what w a s  being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I b z l i e v e  he s a i d  t h a t  it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
It  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  because of t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  women and 
ch i ld ren .  I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  something about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
they were t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  he gave o rde r s .  

Q- Can you th ink  about anything more t h a t  might come 
t o  mind about what he s a i d  t o  t h e  company a t  t h a t  time? I f  
s o ,  w e  would l i k e  f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch with us. 

MR WEST: I n  looking back over  t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  you gave 
t o  M r .  FEHER, back before  lunch you g o t  t h e  ca l l  from Captain 
MEDINA f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY t o  come j o i n  him. You s a i d  
t h e  message w a s  rece ived  by t h e  o t h e r  rad io te lephone  opera to r .  
I thought  maybe by now you could remember h i s  name? 

A .  I d o n ' t .  We had--John WOOD was t h e  o p e r a t o r  once. 
W e  had s o  many opera to r s .  

Q. Do you suppose it could have been John WOOD? 

A. No, n o t  a t  the  t i m e ,  because John WOOD, ,he was i n  
s o r t  of bad shape a f t e r  WEBER w a s  k i l l e d  previous ly .  I d o n ' t  
remember who was RTO. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  we have j u s t  about run o u t  of  ques t ions ,  
M r .  SLEDGE. We would l i k e  f o r  you t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
Colonel WILSON, though, and he w i l l  show you a number of 
photographs, and ask you some ques t ions  about t h e  t r a i n i n g  
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and t h i n g s  t h a t  have t o  do wi th  t h i s ,  and some r e l a t e d  
mat t e r s .  Also, h e ' l l  work wi th  you on a photograph, and 
t r a c e  t h e  pa th  you took through t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  a 
l i t t l e  more exac t ly  than  what you have marked down. Maybe 
t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you t o  remember a few more th ings .  We a r e  
very g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  coming i n  l i k e  t h i s .  W e  know it 
i s  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t h i s  time of  yea r ,  bad weather and a l l .  
You have been very h e l p f u l ,  and have given us a g r e a t  d e a l  
of information t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  us. I thank you very much. 

A. There i s  something t h a t  I t o l d  t h e  C I D .  I d o n ' t  
imagine t h a t  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  

Q. W e ' l l  be  g lad  t o  h e a r  anything you t e l l  us. 

A. You may have a l ready heard about it, t h e  w e l l  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY d id .  

Q We have heard of  t h i s ,  b u t  I wish you would t e l l  
us  what you know. 

A. .: I don 't remember t h e  exac t  a r e a  t h a t  w e  were i n ,  
b u t  a t  t h i s  same time CARTER, he--a Vietnamese, I d o n ' t  even 
remember t h a t  it w a s  a V i e t  Cong. He used h i s  r i f l e  on him. 
We were moving down a h i l l ,  and Lieutenant  CALLEY was behind 
me. I th ink  Sergeant  COWAN w a s  back t h e r e ,  too .  I ' m  no t  
s u r e ,  b u t ,  anyway, I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody, b u t  he s h o t  a 
Vietnamese. 

Q. H e  s h o t  a Vietnamese man, and threw him i n  t h e  
we l l ?  

Right. 

Q. Were you t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I w a s  up f r o n t .  

Q- Who t o l d  you about t h i s ?  D o  you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  it was passed down t h e  
l i n e .  

Q. Can you t h i n k  of anything else t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  t e l l  us t h a t  might he lp  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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N o ,  t h a t ' s  about  a l l .  

Q- If you do t h i n k  of anything--I  have one more 
q u e s t i o n .  I j u s t  wanted t o  ask  you b e f o r e  we  r e c e s s e d ,  Mr, 
SLEDGE, when t h e  company w a s  b rought  back i n t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
a f t e r  t h i s  3 days o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  d i d  anybody f e e l  s u r -  
p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was be ing  t e rmina t ed  t h a t  soon? 

A. I wouldn ' t  know. Myself ,  I w a s n ' t  s u r p r i s e d ,  
because y o u ' r e  supposed tp go o u t  sometimes f o r  2 days ,  
t h e y  s a y  y o u ' r e  going o u t  f o r  2 days ,  and sometimes you 
are o u t  f o r  a week o r  2 weeks. 

Q. You never  r e a l l y  knew how long  it w a s  going t o  
l a s t ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r eces sed .  
) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1822 hour s ,  8 January  1 970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0815 hour s ,  9 January  
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  pe r -  
sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, t h e  w i t n e s s ,  and t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

M r .  SLEDGE, you are reminded t h a t  you are s t i l l  
under oa th .  

(COL WILSON i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on t h e  use o f  Ex-
h i b i t s  P-1, P-2 t h r u  P-46, P-56 t h r u  P-70, and P-73 t h r u  P-120.) 

I would l i k e  you t o  t a k e  t h i s  book of photographic  
e x h i b i t s .  G o  through t h e  photographs ,  and w r i t e  t h e  number 
of any photograph t h a t  you can r e c o g n i z e ,  e i t h e r  people  o r  
p l a c e s .  W r i t e  t h a t  number down, and,  a f t e r  you 've  gone 
through a l l  t h e  photographs ,  t hen  I ' l l  come back and w e ' l l  
d i s c u s s  each one of them t h a t  you remember. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0819 hour s ,  9 January  1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1052 h o u r s ,  9 January  
1970,)  
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COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  A l l  persons 
p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  again p resen t .  

M r .  SLEDGE, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under 
oath.  

The f i r s t  th ing  t h a t  we a r e  going t o  t r y  t o  do is 
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  what happened a s  you moved through My La i  ( 4 )  
on t h e  16th  of March. W e ' l l  go back t o  the ground photographs 
and s e e  i f  we can i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  loca t ions .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  
b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do i s  t a k e  t h e  sequence of events  a s  they 
occurred and p l o t  them a s  b e s t  w e  can with t h i s  photography. 

Q What was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of your a i r c r a f t  when you 
landed, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I n  a nor thern  d i r e c t i o n .  

The nose w a s  p o i n t i n g  nor th?  

A. Right.  

Q. How f a r  away were you from t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e
when you g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  I would imagine about 20  o r  30 meters .  

Q. DO you c a l c u l a t e  t h a t  you landed somewhere around 
t h e  c e n t e r  i i n e  of t h e  v i i l a g e ?  

A. Somewhere aro'und t h e  cen te r .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Do you remember t h i s  east-west t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. NO, sir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Which a i r c r a f t  of t h e  vee w a s  your a i r c r a f t ?  Right ,  
l e f t  o r  forward? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  r i g h t .  

Q . Were you s i t t i n g  i n  one of t h e  doors ,  o r  near 
one of t h e  doors? 

A. Near t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

9- The r i g h t  s i d e  a s  you faced the  f r o n t  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. Right.  

Q. Did you see  any a i r c r a f t  over  t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. NO, I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e  on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  i n s i g n i a  pa in ted  on t h e  nose 
of your a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q Do you know which a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  formation you 
were i n ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

(Witness marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photo which i s  l a t e r  
en te red  i n t o  evidence as E x h i b i t  P-152.) 

Q P o i n t  1 i s  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where M r .  
SLEDGE'S a i r c r a f t  landed a t  t h e  landing  zone. When you l e f t  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  where d i d  you go? 

A .  W e  unloaded from t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and I guess moved 
o u t  maybe 10 o r  1 5  meters and g o t  on l i n e .  W e  were w a i t i n g  
f o r  t h e  rest t o  g e t  on l i n e .  

Q- You moved on l i n e .  What w a s  t h a t ,  a d ike  o r  
something? 

A.  Right.  Almost t o  t h i s  dike.  Somewhere along 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Now, you ' r e  p u t t i n g  yourse l f  somewhere t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  and n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  You w e r e  t h a t  f a r  up? 

A. I t h i n k  it was more about i n  he re .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  command CP group you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about,  r i g h t ?  

A. The 1st Platoon. 

Q. But you were wi th  t h e  CP group? 

A. Right ,  I w a s  wi th  my pla toon se rgean t .  The CP 
group was up i n  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second f l i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of us.  
I w a s  w i th  Sergeant  COWAN when I landed. 
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Q- Do you know i f  t h e  1st Platoon w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  
and t h e  2d Platoon w a s  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I know t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon w a s  on t h e  r i g h t .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether it was t h e  2d o r  3d on t h e  l e f t .  

Q* A t  t h e  t ime you moved up he re  wi th  Sergeant  COWAN, 
were you on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  of t h e  p la toon,  o r  t h e  r i g h t  
f l a n k ,  o r  what? Were t h e  squads on l i n e ?  

A. I would say ,  t h e  squad w a s  on l i n e ,  b u t  I would 
say t h a t  I was more on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  p la toon.  

Q. How many squads d i d  you have t h a t  day, do you 
remember? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h r e e  squads. I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  su re .  
We usua l ly  opera ted  wi th  t h r e e  squads. 

Q You say you were approximately i n  h e r e  wi th  
Sergeant  COWAN. Now, where d i d  you go when you l e f t  t h e  
dike? 

A. We moved up i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I looked a t  a 
l a r g e r  map, and t h e r e  were some hootches i n  t h e r e .  I moved 
up i n  t h e r e ,  and I joined Lieutenant  CALLEY somewhere up i n  
h e r e  a f t e r  w e  had l e f t  those  nootcnes.  B e  and h i s  CP group 
w e r e  j u s t  m i l l i n g  around, and then we moved back down i n  
h e r e  somewhere. I d o n ' t  know which t r a i l  it w a s .  

Q. Po in t  2 i s  where you stopped a t  t h e  d i k e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q. And then  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on a genera l  
l i n e  which w i l l  run through he re ,  t h e r e  seems t o  be a pa th  
here .  Then you met Lieutenant  CALLEY i n  here?  

A. Right ,  somewhere i n  here ,  a f t e r  we moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and passed t h e  main hootches, 

Q. P o i n t  3, you joined Lieutenant  CALLEY. And then  
where d i d  you move? You say you moved south from t h e r e ?  

A. We moved sou theas t .  
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Q. You came o u t  on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  then ,  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - You came t o  t h e  north-south road p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of H i l l  85, approximately i n  here?  

A. Right.  

Q Did anything happen between p o i n t  3 and where 
you came o u t  south of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I s a w  a few bodies ,  some hootches be ing  burned, 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did you n o t i c e  anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  when you 
came t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. MEADLO and I d o n ' t  remember who else was t h e r e .  
They had a bunch of women and c h i l d r e n  ga thered  he re  on 
t h i s  t r a i l ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  of f  t h e  east-west t r a i l .  Lieutenant  
CALLEY asked them something l i k e  "Viet Cong o day?" and he 
s a i d  something t o  MEADLO, and we s t a r t e d  back i n  an e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  r i g h t  around t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h i s  
t r a i l .  About t h a t  time mADLO s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  and t h e r e  
were some more guys f i r i n g ,  too.  

9. A t  p o i n t  4 ,  MEADLO had gathered up 30 o r  40 women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  and you say you walked o f f  with Lieutenant  
CALLEY? 

A. Right ,  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. Then what happened? 

A.  J u s t  about t h a t  time MEADLO s t a r t i n g  f i r i n g .  I 
looked around, and Lieutenant  CALLEY s t a r t e d  moving. So 
I j u s t  moved r i g h t  on behind him. 

Q.. Lieutenant  CALLEY d i d n ' t  s t a r t  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, n o t  as I remember, no. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  
he f i r e d .  

Q. Is t h i s  a t  t h e  same p o i n t ,  p o i n t  4 where MEADLO 
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  
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Right. 

And you proceeded e a s t ?  

A. That s r i g h t .  

Q. And d i d  anything happen a f t e r  you l e f t  MEADLO 
f i r i n g  on t h e  group? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  W e  might have stopped and 
inqui red  of one o r  two people,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anything 
happened. 

Q I n o t i c e  t h a t  you have over  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  
of photographs, a photo of CARTER being wounded. Did you 
s e e  CARTER g e t  wounded? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him wounded. I passed by him, and 
saw him l y i n g  down back over  here.  

Q .  W e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t .  So you moved e a s t ?  

A. Y e s .  I d o n ' t  know whether w e  c rossed  t h i s  r i c e  
paddy o r  t h i s  t r a i l ,  b u t  we g o t  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e  between 
t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

(2 A n d  then w h a t  happened? 

A. W e  moved r i g h t  along i n  here.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is 
when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed some-
where i n  here .  

Q. What h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Bubbletop. 

Q. A t  p o i n t  5 ,  an LOH landed. What t i m e  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir, I c o u l d n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  I 
would say about 9:30 o r  10:00, maybe. 

Q. Did you s e e  those  people a f t e r  MEADLO s h o t  them 
back t h e r e  a t  p o i n t  4? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
t o l d  him t o  shoot  t h e s e  people? 
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A.  W e l l ,  he was saying something t o  him. Right a f t e r  
we l e f t ,  MEADLO s t a r t i n g  doing it. I would say yes.  

Q. These people a t  p o i n t  4 ,  were they on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Right. They w e r e  on a t r a i l .  

Q. So he gathered them up here.  Where d i d  he shoot  
them? 

A. Right  here.  On t h i s  southern t r a i l ,  r i g h t  here .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  make p o i n t  6 t h e  l o c a t i o n  of bodies.  
Did you s e e  t h e  bodies? 

A.  I s a w  them when he was shoot ing ,  when I was walking 
o f f .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them a f t e r  they  were s h o t .  

Q. Okay, you moved i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet across  
from My Lai  ( 4 )  , and t h e  LOH landed. Then what happened? 

A.  W e l l ,  he begged' f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY, and Lieutenant  
CALLEY went over  t o  t a l k  t o  him. They were shaking t h e i r  
heads. I d o n ' t  know what they were saying.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, Lieutenant  CALLEY walked from 
t h i s  point--  

A. ( In terpos ing)  We were almost t o  t h e  edge. 

Q. You were doubling back, then? 

A .  W e  w e r e  checking it o u t .  

Q. And from p o i n t  7,  Lieutenant  CALLEY went over  t o  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. Then what happened from t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
d id  Lieutenant  CALLEY move across  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  d i d  t h e  
p i l o t  come over  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, Lieutenant  CALLEY went over  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
They w e r e  saying something, and 2 o r  3 minutes l a t e r  he came 
back and s a i d :  "He d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t h e  way I ' m  runqing it ,  b u t  
he is no t  t h e  boss. I ' m  running t h i s  show." 
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Q What happened from t h e r e ?  

A. L ieutenant  CALLEY came back and joined us ,  and 
we moved o u t  i n  a n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i t c h  where 
Sergeant MITCHELL and some o t h e r  t roops  had some c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  ga thered  up. 

Q P o i n t  8 ,  you moved t o  a d i t c h ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q • Which i s  approximately p o i n t  8. Sergeant  MITCHELL 
and who else? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. Three o r  four  more t roops .  

Sergeant  MITCHELL had 20 t o  30 women and ch i ld ren .  !a .  
A. Maybe one o r  two o l d  men, b u t  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Sergeant  MITCHELL had 20 t o  30 women and c h i l d r e n  
a t  t h e  d i t c h .  

A. Right.  

Q Okay, then what happened? 

A. Well, L ieutenant  CALLEY asked them a few ques t ions ,  
and, a t  t h a t  t ime, he and Sergeant  MITCHELL, I d o n ' t  know 
who e l s e  t h e r e  was, they shoved them of f  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  o f f  
t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  bank. 

Q. Then what happened? 

A. Then they s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  I guess some of them 
f i r e d  two magazines, some only  one. 

Q- Then what happened? 

A. Someone e l s e  had a p r i e s t  a t  t h e  end of t h i s  
d i t c h  t h a t  bends back t o  t h e  r i g h t .  We were g e t t i n g  ready 
t o  move up t h e r e  and someone h o l l e r e d ,  "There's  a baby." 
We went back towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  Lieutenant  CALLEY ran 
down, caught t h e  baby, threw it back i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and 
s h o t  it, too.  He threw it back i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  where t h e  
r e s t  of them were. 
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Q P o i n t  9 ,  l o c a t i o n  where CALLEY threw baby i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h  and k i l l e d  it. 

A. I wouldn't  say it w a s  a baby. I t  was about a 2-
year-old k i d .  

Q- What you ' re  saying  is CALLEY threw t h e  c h i l d  i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h  and f i r e d ?  

A. Right. 

Q Did you see  t h e  c h i l d  h i t ?  

A. No, I j u s t  s a w  him throw it i n  and f i r e .  

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. The? we moved up t o  where the p r i e s t  was, where 
t h e  d i t c h  bends t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. P o i n t  10. . What.happened t h e r e ?  

A. L ieutenant  CALLEY s a i d  something l i k e  "Viet Cong 
o day. " 

Q. What i s  t h i s  "o day"? I d o n ' t  know t h i s  expression.  

A. I t h i n k  it means "Are you V i e t  Cong," o r ,  " I s  
t h e r e  V i e t  Cong," o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
e x a c t l y  what it means. And he asked him a couple of more 
words i n  t h e  Vietnamese language, and by t h a t  t ime he h i t  
h i m  with t h e  b u t t  of h i s  r i f l e .  And you could s e e  on h i s  
f ace  t h e  express ion  t h a t  he w a s  praying,  because he knew 
he w a s  going t o  d ie :  So, Lieutenant  CALLEY took h i s  r i f l e ,  
and dropped o f f  a s t e p  o r  so.  And he s h o t  him p o i n t  blank 
i n  t h e  head. 

Q. P o i n t  10,  CALLEY s h o t  p r i e s t  i n  t h e  head. What 
else? 

A. Then, about t h a t  t ime, a cal l  came over  t h e  r a d i o  
for a l l  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t o  meet Captain MEDINA a t  h i s  
p o s i t i o n ,  and I t h i n k  w e  moved ac ross  the  r i c e  paddy t h i s  
way (west). 

Q. You moved back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. Back i n t o  t h e  main v i l l a g e .  
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Q. And you th ink  it was about r i g h t  here .  id you 
go wi th  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And t h e r e  was a p la toon l e a d e r s '  meeting? 

A. There were platoon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s .  

Q. Captain MEDINA he ld  a meeting, r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q- W a s  it t h i s  f a r  north? 

A. Somewhere i n  the re .  

Q. This w i l l  be p o i n t  11. Captain MF,DINA h e l d  a 
meeting. 

A. We a l s o  broke f o r  chow a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e  2d Platoon p la toon l e a d e r  was 
t h e r e ,  Lieutenant  BROOKS, o r  h i s  r a d i o  opera to r?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I imagine he was, because 
most a l l  of t h e  p la toon l eader s  and p la toon se rgean t s  were 
t h e r e .  

Q. What happenei; a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. We moved i n  and we found, I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  weapons. 
I don ' t  exac t ly  remember what he s a i d .  Sorne .of t h e  o t h e r  
guys were e a t i n g  chow, and I moved t o  where t h e  o t h e r  guys 
were. I guess i n  30 minutes o r  s o  we moved o u t ,  and he 
s a i d  we had t o  hook up wi th  Bravo Company somewhere i n  t h i s  
a rea .  

Q. Do you know where it was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  On t h i s  map I c a n ' t  p i ck  it ou t .  

Q. Okay, I guess you l e f t  Sergeant  COWAN when you 
joined Lieutenant  CALLEY back t h e r e  a t  p o i n t  3? 

A. Right. 
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Q- Did you ever  h e a r ,  during t h a t  day, an o rde r  t o  
s t o p  f i r i n g  o r  cease f i r i n g  from t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember CALLEY pass ing  on an o rde r  t o  
h i s  squads t o  cease f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q- L e t ' s  t a l k  about t h e  ground photographs. I want 
t o  ask you ques t ions .  I won't  ask you ques t ions  on these  
photographs. I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  t h a t  you have 
marked P-6, 7 ,  8 ,  9 and 10. A l l  of t h e s e  photographs show 
CARTER a f t e r  he wounded himself .  Did you s e e  a l l  of t h e s e  
photographs, o r  d i d  you pick them ou t  because t h e r e  appears 
t o  be d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  here? 

A. No. 

Q. Which scene do you remember? 

A. I t h i n k  P-6 i s  t h e  one I remember pass ing  by 
see ing  it. The reasons I picked t h e s e  o t h e r  ones is  because 
I know most of t h e  guys, e s p e c i a l l y  the  one wi th  t h e  rope on 
h i s  back, Harry STANLEY. 

Q. Did STANLEY always wear a joker  i n  h i s  helmet? 

A. This  card?  

Q. Right.  

A. H e  d i d  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  That w a s  a joker  card.  

Q. So you p r imar i ly  were going t o  show me t h e  people 
and n o t  t h e  l o c a t i o n s ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Let  m e  ask you, what about t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  Do you 
n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  P-6, CARTER is  l y i n g  a g a i n s t  a s t o n e  wal l?  
P-7, you c a n ' t  s e e  what he i s  l y i n g  up a g a i n s t .  I t  could 
be t h e  same th ing .  P-8, t h e r e  i s  a b r i c k  w a l l  behind him, 
and P-9 shows him moving away from a house, be ing  c a r r i e d  
away. P-10 shows him l y i n g  down again ,  l y i n g  f l a t ,  n o t  up 
a g a i n s t  a bu i ld ing .  Now, I th ink  on a time b a s i s  we can 
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say when t h e s e  photographs were taken by the  sequence of t h e  
photographs. The negat ives  show t h a t  it looks l i k e  P-7 was 
taken f i r s t ,  P-6 was taken second, P-9 was taken t h i r d ,  
P-8 was taken f o u r t h ,  and P-10 was taken l a s t .  Now, i n  any 
of t h e s e  photos can you recognize t h e  house h e r e  i n  P-9, o r  
t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A.  NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q I want t o  g ive  you a l i t t l e  background on t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  because i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  it i s  very impor tant  t o  
f i x  t h e  t ime and t h e  p l a c e  because everybody knew about 
t h i s .  Now, t h e  Task Force Barker Log, which could be i n  
e r r o r ,  says  t h a t  CARTER was wounded a t  1020 t h a t  morning, 
and t h a t  he was evacuated a t  1030. 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what time it was. A l l  I 
remember was t h a t  I passed t o  t h e  r i g h t  of him, and I 
could s e e  him t o  my l e f t .  That ' s  a l l  I remember. I d o n ' t  
remember what t ime it w a s .  

Q. You p u t  him up i n  t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  where I th ink  it was. I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y  where it was, b u t  t h a t ' s  where I t h i n k  it was. It 
could have been f a r t h e r  down, b u t  t h a t ' s  where I t h i n k  it 
w a s .  

Q. If t h e  log  i s  c o r r e c t ,  and what you ' r e  saying  i s  
c o r r e c t  about  t h e  t ime you h i t  p o i n t  3, which is  g e n e r a l l y  
t h e  a r e a  where you s a i d  you saw CALLEY, somewhere i n  t h e r e  
w i t h i n  100 meters ,  t h a t  was about 1020 i n  t h e  morning. You 
landed a t  7:30. T h a t ' s  3 hours t o  g e t  125 meters.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where t h a t  was, b u t  I 
remember him being on my l e f t  somewhere i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. I f  he was wounded up t h e r e ,  t h a t  f a r  in l and ,  the  
h e l i c o p t e r  would have had t o  come ou t  of a r i c e  paddy. He 
would have had t o  have been c a r r i e d  over  100 yards  back t o  
t h e  a r e a  where a h e l i c o p t e r  could come i n .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. How long do you t h i n k  it was before  you g o t  t o  
t h a t  p o i n t  down south  of t h e r e ,  from t h e  time you en te red  
t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  b a s i s  of hours? That i s  a d i s t a n c e  of 
250 , t o  300 meters.  
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A. I th ink  it w a s  about 2 t o  3 hours.  N o  more than 
t h a t .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  see CARTER down i n  
h e r e  where MEADLO had those people rounded up? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. 

Q. And you d i d n ' t  see t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and 
pick CARTER up? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Had you moved o u t  by t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. A l l  I remember is I passed 
by him and s a w  him. I d o n ' t  remember what t i m e  it w a s .  

Q. P-9. The people ca r ry ing  CARTER t h e r e ,  WIDMER 
and MAURO. Did you s e e  them? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. P-8 shows Captain MEDINA, MURRAY, and Roy WOOD. 
Those people a r e  normally i n  t h e  company command group? 

A. Right. Roy WOOD w a s  with t h e  second squad. I 
d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  with them o r  n o t  t h a t  day, b u t  he was 
i n  t h e  second squad. The reason I knew t h i s  p i c t u r e  was 
because I knew t h e  guys i n  t h e  group and n o t  t h e  loca t ion .  

Q. This  is  CAPEZZA t r e a t i n g  CARTER. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
Do you recognize him? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  recognize him. He must 
have been t h e  medic with t h e  headquarters  sec t ion .  

Q. What t h i s  photograph shows is  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
one person,  LAGUNOY, i s  up a g a i n s t  the  bu i ld ing .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. N o ,  t h a t  i s  no t  LAGUNOY. 

Q. H e  i s  wearing a Vietnamese i n s i g n i a  on h i s  
s h i r t  pocket.  T h a t ' s  not  PHU, o r  i s  i t ?  

A. N o ,  i t ' s  no t  PHU. I t  must have been t h e  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r  wi th  t h e  M I  man. 
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Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  show here  i s  apparen t ly  
headquarters  might be mixed up i n  t h e  1st Pla toon area .  
Well, 1'11 p u t  down where you t h i n k  it w a s .  

A.  Somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where I jo ined  
Lieutenant  CALLEY. I ' m  not  s u r e .  The reason Captain 
MEDINA might have been up t h e r e  is  t h a t  when someone would 
g e t  wounded, he would go and c a l l  i n  t h e  dus tof f  most of 
t h e  t i m e .  

A.  That i s  p a r t  of t h e  mortar p la toon,  I b e l i e v e .  
Sergeant  MARONEY, t h e  FO, and Captain MEDINA, I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Do you know where it i s ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  I t  could have been t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  myself and Lieutenant  CALLEY moved up. I t  could 
have been t h a t  t r a i l ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it is.  

Q. P-20? 

A .  T h a t ' s  where t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  k i l l e d  t h i s  guy. 
I t  looks l i k e  t h a t  p lace  on account of t h e  bunker, t h e  t a b l e ,  
and t h e  s t u f f  t h e r e .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  it does 
look l i k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  That was o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  , a f t e r  w e  joined 
up with Bravo Company. It looks l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  maybe 
it i s n ' t .  

Q - DO you know any of those people? 

A. Allen BOYCE ( f i r s t  man i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  on t h e  lower 
r i g h t ) .  That looks l i k e  JOHNSON ( t h e  l a s t  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
without  a he lmet) .  Thase a r e  t h e  only ones whom I recognize 
i n  t h e  photo. 

A .  This Vietnamese showing h i s  head r i g h t  he re ,  we had 
run i n t o  him on two opera t ions .  One opera t ion  was previous 
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t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when it 
was, b u t ,  anyway, w e  r a n  i n t o  him, and we l e t  him go a t  
t h a t  time. I t h i n k  it w a s  a f t e r  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  we were moving 
down towards t h e  r i v e r .  I b e l i e v e  w e  picked him up again 
down t h e r e ,  and we found o u t ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  he was a Vie t  
~ o n g. 
Q. When d i d  you f i n d  t h i s  ou t?  

A. The l a s t  t i m e  we picked him up. 

Q - This  w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  photograph was taken,  be-
cause you s a i d  it w a s  a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 )  r i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  My L a i  (4). Anyway, we 
ran  i n t o  him on two opera t ions .  The l a s t  opera t ion  we found 
o u t  t h a t  he w a s  a V i e t  Cong. 

Q - How do you remember it s o  we l l ?  

A. I remember h i s  f a c e ,  and h i s  body was b u i l t  up 
r e a l  s t o u t .  

Q. H e  was a young-looking fel low.  

A. About 30 o r  40 years  o ld .  

Q - What d i d  you do wi th  him t h i s  day? 

A. I th ink  they s e n t  him i n .  A l l  I remember is  t h a t  
he was a VC. I d o n ' t  remember how we s e n t  him i n ,  b u t  I 
remember t h a t  we found o u t  he was a VC. 

Q. Not on. t h i s  opera t ion ,  b u t  l a t e r ?  

A. This  looks l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  time we found him 
because t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of sand i n  t h a t  a rea .  I t  looks l i k e  
t h e  same p lace .  I ' m  no t  sure .  I remember him, though. 

A. This  woman, I saw h e r  somewhere before .  I 
d o n ' t  know where. E i t h e r  going back t o  MEDINA's  p o s i t i o n ,  
o r  going someplace else. I t h i n k  I s a w  her .  

Q. You s a w  h e r  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  she was dead? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  you d o n ' t  remember where it was? 

A. No, I don' t. I t  seems l i k e  I s a w  h e r  somewhere 
be fo re .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  a r e a  i s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
it was t h e  3d Pla toon,  because t h i s  guy here  i s  an Indian .  
I remember he was an Indian .  I don' t remember h i s  name, 
b u t  we c a l l e d  him "Chief." 

Q. The one on t h e  l e f t  is "Chief." 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h e  guy on t h e  r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  
know who he is .  

A .  This over  h e r e ? .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  it looks l i k e  
it was i n  t h e  a r e a  somewhere a f t e r  we l e f t  M y  La i  ( 4 ) .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether t h a t  i s  it 
o r  not .  I t  looks l i k e  I w a s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. It looks a l i t t l e  h i l l y .  The reason I picked it 
o u t  i s  because I w a s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Nat ional  Policeman 
and t h e  k i l l i n g .  It looks l i k e  it. That might n o t  even 
be  it, b u t  it looks like kt. 

Q - Did you e v e r  s e e  a fence l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  fence? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. You would have remembered t h a t  fence  l i k e  t h a t ,  
wouldn 't you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I would have, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no fence i n  
t h e  a r e a  we were i n .  
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A. I know him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  o t h e r  guys. I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  a r e a ,  I know he was i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  t h e  
guy wi th  t h e  mustache. 

Q. CONTI? 

A. Right ,  CONTI.  He w a s  I t a l i a n .  

A.  That looks l i k e  H i l l  85. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I took 
it out .  

A.  In P-119 and P-118, I recognize t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  I 
was t a l k i n g  about ,  i n t o  which Sergeant  MITCHELL and Lieutenant  
CALLEY shoved t h e  people and s h o t  them. That i s  t h e  reason 
t h a t  I picked it o u t ,  because I know t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Where, from t h i s  photograph, could you t e l l  me 
where t h e  chopper set  down? 

A. About t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q- The same p lace  you p u t  on t h e  o t h e r  photograph? 

A.  Right.  

Q. Did you see  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. P-120 is  a l s o  t h e  d i t c h ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  A t  t h a t  time I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was grown 
up t h a t  much. I th ink  t h e  banks were more c l ean .  

A. This  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  w a s  
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  no t .  It  could have been a t  P i n k v i l l e .  I t  
looks l i k e  I have been i n  t h i s  a r e a  before .  I 1 m , n o t  su re .  
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0. W e  d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h a t  i s  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Is 
t h e r e  anything t h a t  I have l e f t  o u t  t h a t  should go on t h i s  
photograph? 

A, No, o t h e r  than t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  w e l l .  

8 A l l  r i g h t ,  what was t h a t  again? Where was t h a t  
we l l ?  

A.  I th ink  it was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d ike .  I 
b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  w e  c rossed  t h e  d ike  when we found 
t h i s  w e l l .  There was a Vietnamese. I d o n ' t  know whether 
he was a VC o r  not .  H e  threw h i s  hands up, and Sergeant  
COWAN saw him f i r s t ,  and he h o l l e r e d  and he y e l l e d  t o  shoot  
t h i s  s o  and s o ,  s o  I f i r e d  one t ime and I was going t o  
shoot  aga in ,  b u t  t h e  magazine f e l l  o u t  of my r i f l e .  I 
be l i eve  it w a s  SIMONE who w a s  on my r i g h t ,  who came up 
t o  t h e  w e l l  and s h o t  i n t o  t h e  we l l .  

Q. 1'11 make t h a t  p o i n t  12.  What t h i s  amounts t o  
is t h a t  a VC suspec t  w a s  s h o t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  w e l l .  
~ n y t h i n ge l s e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Do you say t h a t  t h e  genera l  pa th  t h a t  you have 
given m e  on t h e r e  i s  t h e  pa th  of t h e  C P ,  o r  t h e  1st Pla toon,  
o r  j u s t  your p a t h ,  r o u t e  of march, through t h e r e ?  

A .  From p o i n t  3 t o  p o i n t  11 was my r o u t e  of march. 

Q. M r .  SLEDGE, I ask you t o  s i s n  under t h e  s t a t e -
ment: "Prepared from memory a t  washington, D .C ., 9 January 
1970. I' 

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  a e r i a l  photo.)  

There were two more t imes I f i r e d .  I f i r e d  on a 
water  b u f f a l o ,  and somewhere up i n  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
whether it was a man o r  a woman running o u t  ac ross  a f i e l d .  
I f i r e d  about t h e  same t i m e  somebody e l s e  d i d ,  and she o r  he 
f e l l .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  reason f o r  t h a t  f i r e ?  
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A. Because, whoever it w a s ,  w a s  running i n  t h e  
oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q- Was any a t tempt  made t o  s t o p  her?  

A.  Not i n  running and t r y i n g  t o  ca tch  h e r ,  because 
it w a s  t o o  f a r  out .  

Q Did anybody y e l l  a t  her?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I d o n ' t  
remember whether it was a woman o r  a man, b u t  I f i r e d  
and someone e l s e  f i r e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  And whoever it 
was f e l l .  

Q What w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  of 
what happened through here.  I ' m  no t  going t o  e n t e r  t h i s  on 
t h i s  document s i n c e  you have a l ready s igned it. I p r e f e r  t o  
leave  t h a t  o f f .  There a r e  no more photographs t h a t  you 
can i d e n t i f y  by p lace  on t h i s  photo,  a r e  t h e r e ?  

C 

A. No. 

COL WILSON: M r .  SLEDGE, I want t o  remind you t h a t  you 
shou ldn ' t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  testimony with 
o t h e r s  unless  you are c a l l e d  on t o  appear i n  a cour ts -mar t ia l  
o r  be fo re  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body such as t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  You 
shou ldn ' t  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  o t h e r  people.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  it with o t h e r  wi tnesses  o r  wi th  people who were 
i n  t h e  u n i t .  We apprec ia te  your coming here .  This w i l l  
t e rminate  your in te rv iew,  and we w i l l  g e t  you back downstairs 
and g e t  you processed ou t .  

The a e r i a l  photograph annotated by M r .  SLEDGE i s  
en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  P-152. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1201 hours ,  9 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STANLEY, Harry 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder and a s s a u l t  wi th  i n t e n t  t o  
cornmi  t murder. 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Grenadier ,  Second 
Squad, F i r s t  P la toon,  C/1/20. 

PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND MAWARE. 

STANLEY rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  Geneva Conventions 
--a CL- ob1igati.cn t e  p r o t e c t  PV?'s 2nd c c ~ c c n b a t ~ n t sin 
b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 3 7 ) .  He be l i eved  t h a t  i f  a subordina te  
f e l t  an o rde r  w a s  improper he d i d  n o t  have t o  obey it 
"unless  he consul ted  wi th  somebody e l s e  of  h igher  a u t h o r i t y "  
(pg. 3 7 )  . He w a s  mder t h e  impression t h a t  PW's were t o  be  
disarmed and taken t o  t h e  CP a s  soon a s  they  were secured 
(pg. 7 ) .  The wi tness  w a s  i s s u e d  t h e  MACV ca rds  "Nine 
Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" i n  Vietnam (pg. 55). 
A t  t h e  t ime t h e s e  ca rds  w e r e  i s sued  t h e  men were merely 
t o l d  t o  read  them and keep them (pg. 5 6 ) .  They rece ived  
no i n s t r u c t i o n  on the s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  (pg. 56) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

While t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e ,  
he remembered Captain MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  (pg. 4 ) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them t h e r e  was an NVA regiment i n  My Lai  and t h e  men 
expected a good s t i f f  f i g h t  (pgs. 4 ,  6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them 
t h a t  they w e r e  t o  k i l l  every th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 4 ,  4 0 ) .  
The men understood t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  they  w e r e  t o  k i l l  
everyone they encountered i n  My Lai Ipg. 5 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  MEDINA saying anything about  a chance t o  g e t  even 
(pg. 5) 
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Everyone assumed t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  mi s s ion  came from 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER (pg. 5 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  m e t  w i th  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  who i n  t u r n  
b r i e f e d  t h e  men (pg. 6 ) .  MITCHELL spoke t o  h i s  squad 
and merely r e i t e r a t e d  what MEDINA had s a i d  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ,  4 0 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a.  General  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  

STANLEY'S p l a toon  a r r i v e d  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  
awai ted  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  second l i f t  and moved o u t  on 
l i n e  when t h e  e n t i r e  company was assembled (pg. 7 ) .  They 
s h o t  and k i l l e d  a Vietnamese and h i s  wa te r  b u f f a l o  en  r o u t e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  8 ) .  STANLEY'S squad proceeded through 
My Lai  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  main t r a i l  which runs  through t h e  
h a m l e t ' s  c e n t e r  (pg.  8 ) .  They r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  and encounte red  no r e s i s t a n c e  (py. 8 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
f i r e d  as it moved (pg. 9 )  . They k i l l e d  eve ry  one they  
encountered i n c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  his 
was what t hey  cons ide red  t h e i r  o r d e r s  t o  be  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
Everyone was s h o o t i n g  (pg. 4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  any 
v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg. 2 4 ) .  

b .  S p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  observed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Act ions  by t h e  w e l l .  

STANLEY'S squad came t o  a w e l l  w i t h  an open 
space  around it where t hey  s topped f o r  about  f i v e  minutes  
(pg. 9 ) .  During t h i s  t ime BOY.CE s t abbed  a Vietnamese i n  t h e  
back with . .  a bayonet  (pg.  9 )  . BOYCE then  grabbed a n o t h e r  o l d  
man whom he pushed down a w e l l  i n t o  which h e  threw a grenade 
(pg.  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  everyone e l s e  i n  t h e  squad,  

i n c l u d i n g  MITCHELL, s a w  t h i s  (pgs .  8-10).  LAGUNOY brought  

a Vietnamese t o  t h e  w e l l  who was s h o t  i n  t h e  head by a 

s o l d i e r  whose i d e n t i t y  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember (pg .10 ) .  

STANLEY n e x t  saw MITCHELL throw a grenade i n t o  a hootch.  

H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone was i n  it a t  t h e  t i m e  (pgs.  10 ,  

11, 45) . 


(2 )  Act ions  o f  WIDMER and CARTER. 

( a )  WIDMER. 

The w i t n e s s  observed WIDMER borrow CARTER'S 
.45 and use  it t o  k i l l  a Vietnamese boy (pg. 1 4 )  . WIDMER 
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walked w i t h i n  two f e e t  o f  t h e  boy and s h g t  him i n  t h e  neck 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  
occu r r ed  d

WIDMER then  laughed about  it '(pg.  1 4 ) ,  his 
u r i n g  a b reak  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

(b) CARTER. 

~t about  t h i s  t ime and i n  t h i s  a r e a  
CARTER s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  MEDINA c a l l e d  i n  a medevac 
h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  him (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  see 
MEDINA a g a i n  u n t i l  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 16 )  . 

(3)  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  WEST'S men. 

The w i t n e s s  s a w  some men under  Se rgean t  WEST'S 
c o n t r o l  t r y  t o  r i p  t h e  c l o t h e s  o f f  a young g i r l  (pgs.  11, 
12 ,  47 ) .  The g i r l  r a n  c r y i n g  t o  h e r  mother and w a s  l a s t  seen  
among t h e  Vietnamese who w e r e  huddled t o g e t h e r  (pgs.  11, 
12 ,  4 7 ) .  The group w a s  composed of  f o u r  women and t h r e e  
c h i l d r e n  (pg.  4 7 ) .  When t h e  men found it imposs ib l e  t o  g e t  
t o  t h e  g i r l ,  one o f  them s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  w a s t e  them1' (pgs.  12 ,  
47 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e  Vietnamese w e r e  t hen  k i l l e d  by au tomat ic  
weapons f i r e  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  47) . ROBERTS a n d  HAEBERLE w e r e  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  when t h i s  occu r red  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

(4)  K i l l i n g s  a t  t h e  temple.  

They t h e n  came t o  a temple t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  
t h e  t r a i l  n e a r  which t h e r e  were some hootches  (pg. 13)  . 
There w a s  a group o f  15 t o  20 peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  on t h e i r  knees p ray ing  (pgs . 1 3 ,  17 ,  48) . 
They were s h o t  by a squad o f  s o l d i e r s  whose i d e n t i f y  t h e  
w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  recall  (pgs. 13 ,  1 4 ,  48) . 

(5 )  CALLEY k i l l s  a p r i e s t .  

A s  STANLEY'S squad came t o  a l a r g e  c l e a r i n g ,  
CALLEY asked STANLEY t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  answers o f  a p r i e s t  
CALLEY w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pgs .  1 7 ,  48 ) .  CALLEY asked t h e  
p r i e s t  how many VC were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and when t h e  VC had 
l a s t  been t h e r e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  CALLEY accused t h e  p r i e s t  o f  be ing  
VC and s h o t  him wi th  MEADLO's M - 1 6  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

c. CALLEY k i l l s  people  a t  t h e  d i t c h .  

CALLEY t h e n  o rde red  t h e  men t o  g a t h e r  up everyone 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 18)  . DURSI, LAWRENCE, MORROW, SIMONE, 
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BOYCE, and CONTI guarded t h e  group o f  75 Vietnamese who 
were c o l l e c t e d  (pgs .  18 ,  19 ,  4 8 ) .  CALLEY orde red  t h e s e  
people  i n t o  a d i t c h  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  19,  
22, 4 8 ) .  CALLEY s a i d  t o  h i s  men, "You a l l  know what t o  do 
wi th  them d o n ' t  you?" (pg. 1 9 ) .  CALLEY l e f t  and r e t u r n e d  a 
few minutes l a t e r .  He asked "I thought  you guys knew what 
t o  do w i t h  them?" (pg .  1 9 ) .  Somebody answered, " I  thought  
you wanted us t o  guard  them" (pg. 19 ) . CALLEY r e t o r t e d ,  
"What are you t a l k i n g  abou t ,  guard ing  them?" I want you t o  
k i l l  them" (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  o rde red  MAPLES t o  u se  a machine-
gun on t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  MAPLES r e f u s e d  s a y i n g ,  " I 'm  
n o t  going t o  k i l l  t h o s e  people .  You c a n ' t  o r d e r  me t o  do 
t h a t "  (pgs .  19 ,  25) . CALLEY s a i d  "I' 11 have you cou r t -
m a r t i a l e d "  (pg,  25) . CALLEY t o l d  MITCHELL t o  l e a v e  some men 
behind s o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  d i t c h  could be  k i l l e d  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
MEADLO, LAWRENCE, BOYCE, BLAZE, BERGTHOLD and SIMONE w e r e  
l e f t  beh ind  (pgs . 20, 2 1 )  . It  appeared t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  
people  f i r e d ,  However, s i n c e  t h e  w i t n e s s  moved away s o  as 
n o t  t o  s e e  t h e  v i c t i m s  d i e ,  he  was on ly  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
MEADLO, LAWRENCE, BERGTHOLD, and CALLEY s h o t  a t  them 
(pgs.  2 1 ,  4 9 ) .  These persons  t u r n e d  t h e i r  weapons on 
au tomat ic  and f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  u n t i l  CALLEY t o l d  them 
t o  s t o p  (pg. 2 1 ) .  LAGUNOY d i d  n o t  f i r e  (pg.  2 6 ) .  STANLEY 
d i d  n o t  h e a r  DURSI t e l l  MEADLO t h a t  he  would n o t  s h o o t  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  

d .  Landing o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

The w i t n e s s  n e x t  saw a bubble  t o p  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  
n e x t  t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pgs .  23, 4 9 ) .  The person  who g o t  o u t  
w a s  angry and was moving h i s  hands (pg. 2 3 ) .  This  person  
s a i d  something t o  CALLEY and p o i n t e d  a t  him (pg.  4 9 ) .  
The man spoke t o  CALLEY f o r  about  f i v e  minutes  and t h e n  took 
o f f  a g a i n  (pg. 2 3 ) .  STANLEY d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
make o t h e r  l and ings  o r  t a k e  anyone w i t h  him (pgs .  2 4 ,  5 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  BARKER w a s  t h e  person  who spoke 
t o  CALLEY (pg.  23) . A f t e r  t h i s  t hey  were o rde red  back i n t o  
My La i  t o  ass is t  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  i n  bu rn ing  'it (pg .  50) . 

e. Order  t o  stop t h e  shoo t ing .  

A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  w i t n e s s  overheard  MEDINA ask  CALLEY 
ove r  t h e  r a d i o  what was going on (pg.  3 5 ) .  CALLEY r e p l i e d  
t h a t  h e  had g a t h e r e d  a group o f  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg. 3 5 ) .  
Although STANLEY could  n o t  remember MEDINA's  e x a c t  words, 
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MEDINA then  s a i d  something l i k e ,  "You b e t t e r  s t o p  t h e  
shooting!"or "s top  t h e  k i l l i n g "  (pgs. 36) .  The wi tness  
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  transl , l ission came a f t e r  MEDINA had 
rece ived  a message from whoever was up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg. 36) . He knew nothing about a t ransmiss ion  from BARKER 
t o  MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 36) . M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r  
was passed t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  Natoon o r a l l y  by t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  (pgs.  4 0 ,  4 1 ) .  

f .  Actions a f t e r  l eav ing  My Lai .  

STANLEY saw National  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  any suspec t s  (pg. 25) .  
He heard something about t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot ing 
someone's f i n g e r  o f f  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a. Meeting w i t h  a co lonel  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e .  

P r i o r  t o  leaving  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  
18th  MITCHELL t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  t h e r e  would be o f f i c e r s  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  ask ing  them i f  they had seen anyone k i l l e d  unlawfully 
(pg. 2 7 ) .  MITCHELL d i d  n o t  t e l l  them what t o  say (pg. 27) . 

When asked i f  they had seen anyone murdered they t o l d  a  
co lone l ,  whom t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  was HENDERSON o r  
BARKER, t h a t  they had no t  (pgs.  2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  

M E D I N A ' s  meeting. 

MEDINA assembled t h e  company a f t e r  they re tu rned  
and s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  (pgs. 29, 30) .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  men should n o t  t a l k  about  it (pg. 3 0 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  
he would t a k e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what had t r a n s p i r e d  
(pg. 3'3).  , 

c. Ques t ions  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  

The wi tness  never spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  
and he knew of  no one who d i d  (pg. 30) . No one e l s e  t o l d  
him to  b e  q u i e t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 30) .  However, 
a f t e r  every subsequent b r i e f i n g  by CALLEY and MITCHELL 
they were t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about it (pg. 30) . 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Assessment o f  h i s  l e a d e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  Se rgean t  COWAN w a s  t h e  
b e s t  s e r g e a n t  anyone cou ld  want i n  Vietnam and t h a t  COWAN 
w a s  a f a t h e r  image f o r  t h e  rest of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  (pg.  31 ) .  
STANLEY f e l t  t h a t  CALLEY was a l i t t l e  boy t r y i n g  t o  impress  
MEDINA by doing what CALLEY thought  MEDINA wanted him t o  do 
(pg. 31) . The w i t n e s s  w a s  impressed by MEDINA whom h e  
termed a good l e a d e r  (pgs . 31, 32) . 

b. ~ m p r e s s i o nof  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  what happened a t  My L a i  
w a s  a massacre (pg.  34) . Some o f  t h e  men h a t e d  t h e  
Vietnamese s o  much they  cons ide red  them subhuman (pg.  3 3 ) .  
While k f e l t  t h e  men were fo l lowing  o r d e r s ,  he  observed 
t h a t  t h o s e  who d i d  n o t  want t o  k i l l  d i d  n o t  do s o  (pgs.  34, 
3 5 ) .  The men soon f o r g o t  about  it and pas sed  it o f f  a s  
j u s t  a n o t h e r  miss ion  (pg.  3 7 ) .  

c. Miscel laneous.  . 

(1) The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  about  men going i n t o  
combat under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana ,  and he knew o f  no 
narijuana probleiz In .the compaili; (pg . 32) . 

(2)  H e  knew noth ing  about  people  be ing  k i l l e d  
by B/4/3, b u t  he  d i d  s e e  smoke coming from t h e i r  A0 
(pg* 32) 

( 3 )  H e  hea rd  rumors about  people  from t h e  
second and t h i r d  p l a toons  r ap ing  women, b u t  h e  never  
w i tnes sed  anyth ing  l i k e  this (pg. 3 9 )  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

I 

MACV card " T h e  E n e m y  i n  
Your H a n d s "  
I 

rlal photo of Mv L a i  

I 

1 

-

I 

NOTES PAGES 
IWitness w a s  i s s u e d  
tcard i n  V i e t n a m .  6 
Witness w a s  i s sued  
card i n  V i e t n a m .  5 5 , 5 6  
1-Place w h e r e  
STANLEY s a w  m a n  
w i t h  w a t e r  b u f f a l o  
,shot as platoon 
m o v e d  t o w a r d  
v i l l aqe .  4 4  
2 - P l a c e  a t  w e l l  
w h e r e  BOYCE s t a b b e d  
one m a n  w i t h  bayonq 
and t h r e w  another  .I 
m a n  d o w n  t h e  w e l l .  I 

3 - W i t  saw m a n  s h o tI;,
--	i n  head. 
4 - P l a c e  w h e r e  
MITCZELL t h r e w  I 

grenade i n  hootch. 
45 

5-Place w h e r e  
WIDMER s h o t  boy 
w i t h  .45. 

4 6  
6 - P l a c e  w h e r e  
CARTER s h o t  h i m s e l f ! .  46 
' / - P l a c e  w h e r e  
CARTER m e d e v a c  ' d . 46 
8=PlZEe w h e r e  ne 
s a w  4 w o m e n  and 
3 c h l l d r e n  s h o t  
by WEST'S  m e n .  47 
9 - ~ e m p l e  w n e r e  w i t  
s a w  1 5 - 2 0  people 

1 ' 08  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
p-

;10-place where 
P - ~ 3A e r i a l  photo o f  My La i  CALLEY shot .  p r j e s k .  48 

l l , l 2 - P l a c e  where 
-CALLEY had 75 I 
Vietnamese s h o t  i n  
a d i t c h .  4 9  
13-Place where 

1 h e l i c o ~ t e r  landed.  50 
Shows w i t n e s s  
bandaging CA-RTER. Mi;cellaneous Scenes -- --- -- - 1 5 1  
Shows CARTER be ing  

P-8 Miscel laneous Scene a ided  by medic.  52  
PHU, WOOD, GREZIK, 
MURRAY and MEDINA . 
a r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  52 
WIDMER on r i g h t ,  

P-9 1 Miscel laneous Scene CARTER i n  c e n t e r ,  

I MORROW on l e f t .  
53 

MQRROT"! c z r yinm 
P-11 Miscel laneous Scene CARTER t o  

People  
P-12 Miscel laneous Scene CARTER bn 

h e l i c o p t e r .  . .1
I 

P-33 Shows temple where1 
P-34 Miscel laneous Scenes w i t  saw shoo t ing .  

Chi ldren  w i t  saw 
I 
I 

53 

P-38 Miscel laneous Scene s h o t  on t r a i l .  
MURRAY, WOOD, BACO 

P-46 Miscel laneous Scene and P H U .  5 4  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1325 hours ,  24 January 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: \ The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI , and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Harry STANLEY. 

(MR STANLEY w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
add res s?  

A. Harry STANLEY, government occupa t ion ,  GSA, 3637 
W e s t  Cermak R ~ a d ,Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60623. 

MR WEST: M r .  STANLEY, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 which 
sets o u t  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of ou r  in -
q u i r y  here?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -
m a r t i a l  c a s e  of u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  o r  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v .  
M i t c h e l l ?  

A. Versus Mi t che l l .  

(1, A l l  r i g h t ,  I wanted t o  adv i se  you t h a t  your testi-
mony he re  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  
You won' t  be v i o l a t i n g  t h a t  o r d e r  by coming h e r e  and t e s t i f y -
i n g ,  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  when you w e r e  asked,  as you were i n  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h e r e ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  
o t h e r s ,  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  have any e f f e c t  upon t h a t  o r d e r .  The 
judge asks  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  m a t t e r s  which might b e a r  upon 
t h e  i s s u e s  of t h o s e  cases, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
M i t c h e l l .  Before  we  go on wi th  any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  STANLEY, 
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  adv i se  you of  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s ,  

COL MILLER: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  M i t c h e l l  c a s e ,  I have an i n d i -
c a t i o n  t h a t  you are a l s o  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
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judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Ca l l ey .- The purpose 
of t h e  o r d e r  i s  t h e  same i n  bo th  ca ses .  I f  you should r e c e i v e  
an o r d e r  from t h e  t r i a l  counse l  i n  t h e  Ca l l ey  c a s e ,  i f  you have 
n o t  a l r e a d y ,  t h e  same t h i n g  would apply t h e r e  as i n  t h e  Mi t che l l  
case. 

You read  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t  t h e  s t a t emen t  of t h e  purpose 
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  have r ead  p r i o r  s t a t emen t s  made by 
w i t n e s s e s  who have been c a l l e d .  Among o t h e r s ,  w e  have r ead  your 
s ta tement .  That  is  t h e  one you made t o  t h e  C I D ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was i n  October.  And b e f o r e  we proceed f u r t h e r ,  I want t o  adv i se  
you about your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  I ' l l  go over  t h i s  completely.  
I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e ,  I hope you '11 p l e a s e  ask 
m e ,  and I ' l l  do my b e s t  t o  answer your q u e s t i o n s .  

W e  have,  as a r e s u l t  of reviewing t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
r ead  t h e  s t a t emen t s  of one o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s  which raises t h e  
s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  you may have committed t h e  o f f e n s e s  of murder, 
a s s a u l t  w i th  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder, a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on about  
t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 1968. I t h i n k  you were advised  of t h i s  a t  your 
C I D  i n t e r r r o g a t i o n .  That  being t h e  c a s e ,  I want you t o  under- 
s t a n d  f u l l y  what your r i g h t s  a r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  g i v i n g  t e s t i -  
mony and your r i g h t s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  counse l .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  
you do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  
whatsoever.  

Any s t a t emen t s  you do make may be used i n  evidence 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l ,  and by 
counse l  I mean a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You could have such 
counse l  w i t h  you h e r e  i n  t h i s  hea r ing  i f  you wish. You 
could r e t a i n  such counse l ,  c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  as you might 
chhose a t  your own expense,  o r  i f  you p r e f e r ,  we would 
appo in t  a  m i l i t a r y  counse l  a t  no expense t o  you. I f  you 
wish,  you could r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  and have a  m i l i t a r y  
counse l ,  and bo th  of them could be p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  hear ing .  
You could c o n s u l t  wi th  them, and they  could c o n s u l t  w i th  
you i f  t h i s  is  what you d e s i r e .  You might d e c i d e  today 
t h a t  you want t o  and are w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  
a t  least  some q u e s t i o n s .  I f  you do ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  you have 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l  
o r  t o  ask  f o r  appointment of counse l  o r  f o r  t i m e  t o  seek 
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your own counsel a t  any time. You can reques t  counsel  a t  any 
time during t h e  hearing.  Do you understand t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  
gone through so f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions?  


A* No. 


Q- I have two more ques t ions .  The second one i s  dependent 

on t h e  f i r s t  one. F i r s t  of a l l ,  do you want counsel  a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. No. 

Q- A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  make a s tatement  and answer 
ques t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST : For t h e  record ,  M r .  STANLEY, were you a member of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q. What w a s  your grade and your duty assignment a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. P r i v a t e  E-2 .  I w a s  a grenadier .  

Q. And what was your o u t f i t ?  

A. C/1/20, 11th  Brigade, America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  

Q - And was ~ / 1 / 2 0  a p a r t  of Task Force Barker a t  t h i s  

time? 


A * .  Yes, it was. 


Q. And you were i n  t h e  second squad of t h e  1st Platoon 

of Char l ie  Company? 


A. 	 Right. 
t 
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Q When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was the  day before.  I 
Q Was t h i s  when Captain MEDINA had a b r i e f i n g  with 
' t h e  company a t  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir,  I 
Q. Now, we've had some people t e l l  us t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  some men of t h e  company t h a t  had been killed 
r e c e n t l y ,  some time before  t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  Do you remember tha t  
memorial s e r v i c e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I 
Q Can you t e l l  us what you remember, j u s t  what Captain 
MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company about the  upcoming opera t ion  and what 
t h e i r  o rde r s  were? 

A. A l l  I remember i s  t h a t  he grouped t h e  whole company 
t o g e t h e r  and he t o l d  us t h a t  o rde r s  had come down f o r  our  cornpan 
t o  go t o  P i n k v i l l e .  We were supposed t o ,  i n  h i s  words, we were 
supposed t o  k i l l  every th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  was a l l .  
He +-laLV-LU us Lke tixc we w c r c  1eavir.r; a ~ c ?t h e  t i ~ e..:re were suppeser! 
t o  g e t  up and how much ammunition we would c a r r y  and C-rations. 

Q Did these  o r d e r s  seem t o  you somewhat unusual? 1 
A. Well, a t  t h e  time it seemed unusual,  yes.  A 1 1  t h e  , 

a c t i o n  we had seen was one ma2 k i l l e d  and t h a t  was the  1st platoon 
and a l l  t h e  a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h a t  was minef ie lds .  

I 
I 

Q You l o s t  men t o  s n i p e r s  and booby t r a p s  and mines 
bu t  had no r e a l  f i r e  f i g h t ?  

A. No. i 
Q How d i d  the  men of t h e  company f e e l  about these  orders?, 
Did they t a l k  about i t ?  Did they th ink  it was unusual? 

A. Everybody thought it w a s  kind of  d i f f e r e n t .  I know I 
did .  But they had some i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  VC were d e f i n i t e l y  there 
There was an NVA regiment t h e r e  and had been occupying the  v i l l  
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f o r  q u i t e  some time. Tha t ' s  what they t o l d  us. 

Q* Bid Captain f%DINA g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  of where 
t h i s  mission came from, t h e s e  o rde r s?  

A. He probably d i d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know. I know everybody 
assumed they came from t h e  colonel .  

Q =  Came from whom? 

A. Colonel BARKER. 

Q- Colonel BARKER? Do you know whether Bravo Company g o t
t h e  same mission? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA saying anything about 
t h i s  opera t ion ,  g iv ing  t h e  company a chance t o  g e t  even with t h e  
VC f o r  what had'happened t o  you? 

A. No, I never heard him say t h a t .  

Q. When you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  your squad, 
how d i d  they i n t e r p r e t  t h e  c r d e r s ?  

A. Well, t he  only person I can remember t a l k i n g  t o  
was Robert BLAZE. And t h e s e  were h i s  words: "These people 
must be crazy ,  man." I s a i d ,  "Yeah." 

Q. Was it your understanding, and t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r  
men i n  your squad, t h a t  you were supposed t o  k i l l  every person 
you came upon i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That w a s  our  understanding. Tha t ' s  t h e  impression 
everybody go t .  

Q Who w a s  it you t a lked  t o ?  

A. Robert BLAZE. 

Q CARTER was i n  your p la toon,  wasn ' t  he? I th ink  he 
w a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad, though. He t e s t i f i e d  he re  some 3 o r  4 
weeks ago, and he spoke very h ighly  of you, and I ga the r  t h a t  
you were f r i e n d s .  
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A. I knew him. 

Q. You weren ' t  c l o s e l y  acquainted then?  

A. No. 

Q. What was t h e  mood of t h e  men a f t e r  Captain MEDINA 
gave h i s  o r d e r s ?  

A. W e  had j u s t  come o f f  t h e  f i e l d  and j u s t  come o f f  the 
mine f i e ld  too.  I t  was k ind  of a s u r p r i s e  t o  us t h a t  they were 
sending us s t r a i g h t  back i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  they d id .  Every-
body's morale was down, b u t  I guess a l o t  of s o l d i e r s  f e l t  l ike  
they  would g e t  even with  t h e  people.  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  they t o l d  us 
t h e r e  would be VC t h e r e ,  and everybody thought  t h a t  it was a 
chance t o  g e t  back a t  them. 

Q Did you expec t  a  good s t i f f  f i g h t  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. The way they  t a l k e d ,  I r e a l l y  d i d .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Were you b r i e f e d  by your p l a toon  l e a d e r  a f t e r  I 

Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  w e  w e r e .  

a Was h i s  b z i e f i n g  any d i f f e r e n t ?  Did he e~phasize
anyth ing  e l s e ?  

A. Ac tua l ly ,  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  had a meeting wi th  the 
squad l e a d e r s ,  and then t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and p la toon  sergeant  
came back and t o l d  members of t h e  squad what w e  were supposed to 
do and every th ing .  

Q So you were b r i e f e d  then  by t h e  squad l eade r?  

A .  Right.  

Q. DO you recall  h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  he j u s t  r e i t e r a t e d  what Captain  MEDINA had 
s a i d .  Then our  squad l e a d e r  t o l d  us how much ammo and everthing 
he wanted us  t o  ca r ry .  

Q Do you remember who t h i s  was t h a t  gave you t h i s  
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b r i e f i n g ?  

A- Sergeant  MITCHELL. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  you had any engineers  a t t ached  t o  
the  company a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I don' t remember. 

MR WEST: You know t h e r e  were two eng inee r s ,  and we've been 
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  names f o r  weeks, bu t  c a n ' t  come c lose .  

COL MILLER: Did Captain MEDINA t e l l  you how you were supposed t o  
take  c a r e  of p r i s o n e r s ,  n o t  a t  t h i s  t ime, but  a t  some p r i o r  time? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say. Everybody. g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  if 
you captured a p r i s o n e r ,  i f  he had a  weapon, you were supposed t o  
take h i s  weapon, b l i n d f o l d  him and t i e  h i s  hands behind him. 

Q. How about sha r ing  your food with him as  long as  you
had him? 

A. W e l l ,  nobody ever  t o l d  me about t h a t .  

Q. And a f t e r  you disarmed him and t i e d  h i s  hands, 
what were you supposed t o  do with him? 

A. W e l l ,  t ake  him t o  t h e  CP. Usual ly,  when we caught 
p r i soners ,  t h e  only t h i n g  we d i d ,  i f  he had a  weapon we took h i s  
weapons, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember anybody ever  ca tching  one with 
a weapon. But anyway, i f  you captured a p r i soner  you b l indfo ld  
him, t i e  h i s  hands behind him, t ake  c a r e  of him, o r  you keep 
him o r  t ake  c a r e  of him u n t i l  a chopper comes i n  t o  take him i n .  

Q- I take  it you ' re  r e f e r r i n g  p r imar i ly  t o  e i t h e r  VC 
o r  VC suspec t s?  

A. Right. 

MR WEST: Could you t e l l  us ,  M r .  STANLEY, j u s t  what occurred t h e  
next  day when t h e  1st Platoon was l i f t e d  i n  t o  t h e  landing zone 
near  My L a i  (4)? You have before you now an enlarged a e r i a l  
photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and the  v i c i n i t y  (Exhibi t  P - 1 ) .  

(The witness  w a s  given an o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  a e r i a l  
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Q - P lease  go ahead. 

A. W e  pushed on through t h e  v i l l a g e  and people were 
running everywhere, and it seemed l i k e  every t i m e  somebody 
run somebody shoot  him. They was running a l l  through the  
v i l l a g e  because people were shooting a t  them. 

Q. Was t h e  platoon f i r i n g  as they  moved? 

A. That ' s r i g h t .  

Q. I though you had something very d e s c r i p t i v e  i n  
your s ta tement  t o  the  C I D  agent ,  M r .  KASH. You s a i d ,  "There 
w a s  on-l ine f i r e ,  which means t h a t  almost everyone armed with 
an M-16  was walking and shoot ing a t  the  same time." Is t h a t  
the way it was? 

A. Y e s .  And then they pushed on through and we held 
up by a w e l l ,  probably r i g h t  i n  here  somewhere. There was a 
wel l .  There was an open space t h e r e ,  a r e a ,  and we had held 
up t h e r e  for about 5 minutes, then one of t h e  s o l d i e r s  came 
over  with a Vietnamese and stabbed him i n  the  back with a 
bayonet. 

Q - Was t h i s  BOYCE? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Then he ran  over t o  another  Vietnamese person, 
an o l d  man, and grabbed him and threw him i n  a w e l l ,  and 
then  threw a hand grenade down behind him. 

Q. Was t h e  man k i l l e d ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him d i e .  I know he dropped the  hand 
grenade down t h e  w e l l  behind him. 

9. Did anybody e l s e  see t h i s  with you? 

A. Everybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  squad, I guess.  Mostly 
everybody anyway. 

Q. Was Sergeant  MITCHELL t h e r e  a t  t h i s  time? 
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A. Y e s  , he was.  

Q Anybody e l s e ?  

A. Sergeant  MITCHELL w a s  t h e r e .  MAPLES w a s  t h e r e ,  and 
I t h i n k  WOOD. 

Is t h i s  Roy WOOD? 

A. Y e s .  I know BLAZE w a s  t h e r e ,  and I was t h e r e ,  I 
remember Sergeant MITCHELL. 

Q *  How about SLEDGE? 

A. Y e s ,  SLEDGE w a s  t he re .  

Q. Now up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  
men of t h e  1st Platoon were shoot ing and k i l l i n g  everyone they 
came across, men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  everybody. 

A .  T h a t ' s  about t h e  way it was. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, they were ca r ry ing  o u t  what they 
understood t h e i r  o rde r s  t o  be? 

.-A. res. 

Q Okay, what happened a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t  near t h e  
we l l ?  

A. Well, somebody - - I th ink  it w a s  LAGUNOY and 
somebody e l s e ,  I don" know who it w a s  - - brought up a 
Vietnamese person up t o  t h i s  t r a i l  where we were stopped 
t h e r e  by t h e  w e l l ,  and somebody sho t  him i n  t h e  head. I 
d o n ' t  remember who t h a t  was. Then t h e r e  was a group of 
people about f i v e  women and ch i ld ren  or something, b u t  
anyway, w e  had he ld  up t h e r e  - - no, t h e  next  t h i n g ,  Sergeant 
MITCHELL threw a hand grenade i n  a hootch. J u s t  walked up 
t o  a hootch and threw a hand grenade i n .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  one where t h e  o l d  woman ran  o u t  
of the  hu t?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see anybody run ou t .  

10 ' 
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Q *  W e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  a s  I remember you t o l d  M r .  KASH, an 
o l d  woman r a n  o u t  of a h u t  then she went back i n s i d e ,  and Sergeant 
MITCHELL threw a grenade i n  t h e  hu t  a f t e r  her .  Is t h a t  about the  
way it was? 

A. A l l  I remember i s  him throwing t h e  hand grenade i n .  H e  
d i d n ' t  look t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was anybody i n  t h e r e  o r  not .  

Q. Could you t e l l  i f  t h e r e  were any people i n  t h e r e ?  

A. The only way t o  t e l l  i s  t o  go i n  and f i n d  o u t ,  I 
guess. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  what ' s  t h e  next  th ing?  

A. Af te r  t h a t ,  t h e r e  were about four  women and two k ids  
o r  t h r e e  Vietnamese, and a squad from t h e  2d o r  3d Platoon - -
t h e r e  were about 20  o r  30 people behind them on t h e  t r a i l  - - they 
brought these  people up, and then t h e  youngest one, they were 
t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  t h e  c l o t h e s  o f f  of he r ,  and then she went running 
t o  he r  mother, I guess. 

Q. Before we g e t  t o  t h i s ,  M r .  STANLEY, do you remember 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened around a l i t t l e  temple where some 
incense was burning. 

A. That happened a f  t e r  t h i s .  

Q Did t h a t  happen a f t e r  t h i s  o r  before?  

A. I f  we 're  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same t h i n g ,  I th ink  it 
was af terwards.  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  You t o l d  M r .  KASH about some o l d  women 
and l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  about 15 o r  20 of them i n  a group around 
t h e  temple where some incense was burning. They were kneel ing  
and cry ing  and praying,  and var ious  s o l d i e r s  - -
A. ( In te rpos ing)  That w a s  a f t e r  t h i s .  

Q. Okay, we' 11 g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute. L e t ' s  go back 
t o  t h e  o t h e r  one then. 

A. And then  they were t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  h e r  c l o t h e s  o f f .  
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Then she r a n  t o  h e r  mother. I guess her  mother anyway. They 
were a l l  huddled up and t r y i n g  t o  keep he r  s o  they  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  t o  he r .  Then f i n a l l y  one of the  guys say ,  " L e t ' s  waste 
'em. 'I And t h a t ' s  exac t ly  what they d i d .  They turned t h e i r  
weapons on automatic  and f i r e d .  

Q Were t h e s e  men from t h e  2d Platoon? 

A.  Second o r  3d Platoon. I ' th ink  it was t h e  2d Platoon, 

Q Was Charles  WEST i n  charge of t h e s e  men? 

A.  Right. 

Q.  Do you remember some of  t h e  o t h e r s  who were the re?  

A.  The only two I can remember d e f i n i t e l y  were Charles 
WEST and SMITH. 

Q. How about MAKEY a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  I t h i n k  MAKEY was t h e r e .  
i 

Q Was CARTER s t a y i n g  with you a t  t h e  time. He t o l d  
us about t h i s .  

A. I thiiik lie was the RTC, and a t  t h e  t i n e  Sergeazt 
MITCHELL was t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  and our  squad l e a d e r .  I think 
t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. But anyway, CARTER, t h e  next  t h i n g  tha t  
happened a f t e r  t h a t  - -
Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  I want t o  f i n i s h  wi th  t h i s  o t h e r  
f i r s t ,  M r .  STANLEY, if YOU d o n ' t  mind. I want t o  show you a 
photograph too.  We've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o ,  I guess he was s p e c i a l i s t  
ROBERTS a t  t h e  t i m e  and Sergeant HAEBERLE from t h e  P I 0  detach-
ment. Did you see  them t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q Were they i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  when t h i s  was going on? 

A.  Yes. 

Q I show you a c o l o r  photograph which was taken by Ron 
HAEBERLE a t  t h e  time. This i s  Exhibi t  P-40. Does t h a t  look 

1 
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anything l i k e  t h e  group you saw t h e r e  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  
about? 

A. Y e s .  

Q m  Could you pick o u t  the  g i r l  t h a t  was but toning up
her  blouse? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  one t h e r e .  I th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  
they were t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  her  c l o t h e s  o f f .  

Q. She ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  l e f t  and looking down; j u s t  t o  
the  r i g h t  of t h e  woman i n  t h e  foreground: s h e ' s  but toning 
her  blouse.  And what d i d  you say happened t o  t h i s  group? 

A. One of t h e  guys s a i d ,  "Le t ' s  waste them." Then 
they  turned  t h e i r  weapons on automatic and j u s t  pu l l ed  t h e  
t r i g g e r .  ' 

Q. And were they a l l  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  they  were. 

Q This term " t o  waste them" is new t o  me. Was t h a t  
a p r e t t y  common expression i n  t h e  company? 

A. No, it wasn ' t .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h a t  was 
the  f i r s t  time I heard it over  t h e r e .  

Q. We've received o t h e r  testimony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
Lieutenant  CALLEY used t h a t  phrase l a t e r  on. I ' m  l i k e  you; 
I hadn ' t  heard it before.  A l l  r i g h t ,  would you t e l l  us now 
about the  episode where t h e  o l d  women and c h i l d r e n  were i n  
a group around t h e  temple? 

A. Well, t h a t  was t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  t r a i l  where 
the  squad mainly were, and t h e r e  was a hedgerow and t h e r e  
was another  open space on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e ,  and they 
had some hootches kind of i n  a  square l i k e ,  you know, 
hootches a l l  around. There w a s  a temple t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  
was a group of people down on t h e i r  knees praying and those 
guys were shoot ing them. 

Q. These men t h a t  were shoot ing them, were they from 
2d Platoon o r  1st Platoon o r  could you t e l l ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you remember anybody e l s e  who saw t h i s  with you? 

A. Well, SLEDGE had t o  s e e  it, and I know BLAZE was there, 

Q How about MITCHELL or  Sergeant BACON? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you see WIDMER along about t h i s  t i m e ,  maybe 
a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. We had he ld  up f o r  a break, I th ink .  Anyway, 
t h e r e  w a s  a k i d ,  a c h i l d ,  Vietnamese c h i l d .  It w a s  another  
t r a i l  along about l i k e  t h a t ,  ad jo in ing  t o  t h e  one we was on, 
and t h e  k i d  was coming from around the  t r a i l ,  and then WIDMER 
came up and asked CARTER could he use h i s  . 45 . .  CARTER gave 
it t o  him. WIDMER walked up and s h o t  t h e  k id .  

Q. I n  your testimony t o  M r .  KASH, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
WIDMER was j u s t  about 2 f e e t  from t h e  boy and s h o t  him through 4 
t h e  neck. 

A. It w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  neck o r  the  s i d e .  I t h i n k  it was 
t h e  neck. 

Q Do you remember what WIDMER s a i d  when he d i d  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  he s a i d  something t o  t h i s  a spec t :  "Did you 
see t h a t  fucker  d ie?"  

Q You t o l d  M r .  KASH he a l s o  s a i d  - - no, you s a i d  
t o  him, "I d o n ' t  see  how anyone can j u s t  k i l l  a k id ."  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q Did WIDMER say anything t o  t h a t ?  

A. H e  j u s t  laughed. 

Qe Did CARTER see t h i s  shoot ing? 

A. I am s u r e  he d id .  
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Q Did he say anything about i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remer:ber a t  t h e  moment. 

Q- You may remember, t h i s  i s  back i n  October when 
you were t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  KASH, but  apparent ly  you t o l d  him 
a t  the  time t h a t  CARTER y e l l e d ,  "I c a n ' t  take t h i s  no more. " 

A. Oh yeah. CARTER , ac ted  l i k e  he was kind of neuro t i c  
a f t e r ,  I guess ,  see ing  a l l  those  people g e t  k i l l e d .  He j u s t  
got  neuro t i c .  Tha t ' s  the  only way you can desc r ibe  it. 

Q. And was t h i s  near t h e  t i m e  when he s h o t  himself 
i n  the foo t?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q- Now do you remember, a f t e r  WIDMER sho t  the  l i t t l e  
boy, he had CARTER'S p i s t o l .  Do you rcmember anything about 
the  p i s t o l  jamming? There ' s  been some testimony t h a t  when he 
s h o t  t h e  l i t t l e  boy, t h e  p i s t o l  jammed, t h a t  CARTER took it 
back, and he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it unjammed and it went o f f .  

A. T h a t ' s  what CARTER s a i d  a f t e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  i n  controversy,  you see.  This is 
why I'm asking  you. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him with t h e  p i s t o l  jammed. 
A l l  I remember i s  him shooting the  k id  and g iv ing  it back t o  
CARTER. 

Q. And t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  happened was CARTER was 
s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. I w a s  i n  f r o n t  of him. There was a hootch and 
CARTER was here  and I was h e r e  and t h i s  is a t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
and WIDMER gave CARTER h i s  p i s t o l  back. Everybody was j u s t  
s tanding  around, and t h e  next  t h i n g  I know t h e r e  was a sho t  
f i r e d .  Everybody g o t  down because we thought ,  w e l l ,  a f t e r  
we had come through t h e  v i l l a g e  now maybe t h e  VC were going 
t o  come out.  Then I heard CARTER h o l l e r ,  so I went around 
the  hootch and I looked. I c o u l d n ' t  see  where he was sho t  
a t ,  and I looked down a t  h i s  f o o t  and he had a n i c e  l i t t l e  
hole  i n  it. I c u t  h i s  boot  o f f  and h i s  sock o f f ,  and I 
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w a s  bandaging it up and t h e  medic came. 

Q Was t h a t  CAPEZZA? 

A. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  medic was. 

Q There were s e v e r a l  medics. CAPEZZA was t h e  head 
a i d  man, bu t  t h e r e  w a s  LEE, GARZA, FLORES. 

A. I t h i n k  FLORES came; I 'm no t  su re .  

Q. Do you know of anybody t h a t  a c t u a l l y  saw CARTER 
a t  the  t i m e  he s h o t  himself?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you see Capt,ain MEDINA dur ing  t h i s  time? 

A. I s a w  Captain MEDINA one t ime, and t h a t  w a s  - - he 
was on t h i s  t r a i l ,  on t h e  - t r a i l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  He c a l l e d  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and he came up t h e r e  t o  look a t  him t o  see  what was 
wrong. I d i d n ' t  see  him any more u n t i l  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q - Did you go out  and watch t h e  medevac, watch t h e  
dustof  f? 

A. Yes, when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was 
about he re ,  and I was s t i l l  here  guarding t h i s  r i c e  paddy ( in-
d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Do you mean you went ou t  on dus to f f  s e c u r i t y ?  1 
A. No, we  was a l l  spread o u t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d n ' t  
go and h e l p  t h e m  t ake  CARTER out?  

You d i d n ' t  go o u t  t o  the  edge? 

A. . No, because it was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a i l  where 
we were, I 
Q. Did you see  MEADLO anywhere around t h i s  time guarding 
a group of people? I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a s t  end where there 
was a b i g  d i t c h ,  b u t  i n  t h e  village there, maybe down toward the 
south edge, with a group of people? 

i 
I 
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A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q *  Did you see  DURSI wi th  a group of people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
I'm t a l k i n g  about Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been rounded up. 

A. Not a t  t h a t  time. The only time I seen him with a 
group of people was when - - i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - I t e l l  you what, M r .  STANLEY, l e t ' s  s t e p  over here by 
the  b i g  ske tch  on t h e  w a l l .  The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1410 hours ,  24 January 1970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1420 hours ,  24  January 1970 .) 

RCDR : A 1 1  p r e s e n t  when the  hear ing  recessed  a r e  again 
present .  M r .  STANLEY you a r e  reminded you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

MR WEST: I b e l i e v e  t h a t  when the  hear ing  recessed  we had 
proceeded t o  t h e  p o i n t  where CARTER had s h o t  himself and he 
had been medevac'd ou t .  Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  and what 
you saw a f t e r  t h i s  t ime, M r .  STANLEY? 

A. A f t e r  CARTER s h o t  himself?  Then we moved n o r t h ,  I 
guess. There was an open a r e a  over  i n  t h e r e  where t h e  temple 
was and a l l  those people.  Tha t ' s  when we were back i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  and Lieutenant  CALLEY had a p r i e s t  somewhere over i n  
t h i s  a r e a  - - no, it was an o l d  lady l a y i n g  on a c o t ,  a V i e t -
namese bed, and t h e r e  w a s  a p r i e s t  t h e r e  dressed  i n  white ,  and 
Lieutenant  CALLEY wanted me t o  i n t e r p r e t ,  i n t e r r o g a t e .  

Q. Who w a s  a c t i n g  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  when you g o t  the re?  

A. They had a platoon i n t e r p r e t e r ,  GRESZIK, S p e c i a l i s t  
GRESZ I K  . 
Q. Was GRESZIK a good i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t ' s a y .  

Q. Anyway Lieutenant  CALLEY wanted you t o  i n t e r p r e t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Okay what happened then? 
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A. Then I quest ioned him and t o l d  him whatever it was 
Lieutenant  CALLEY t o l d  me t o . t e l l  him. 

Q What was t h e  conversa t ion ,  back and f o r t h ?  

A. I don ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  
Lieutenant  CALLEY asked me t o  ask him how many VC were i n  the.  
v i l l a g e  and when was t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  VC t h e r e .  Then 
he t o l d  me t o  t e l l  him he was a VC. And Lieutenant  CALLEY 
j u s t  s a i d  t o  t h e  p r i e s t ,  ."You're a VC." And he pushed t h e  
p r i e s t  o u t  t h e r e  and sho t  him. And by t h a t  t i m e  - -
Q m  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You t o l d  M r .  KASH t h a t  he s h o t  
him with MEADLO's M-16.  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Anyway, by t h a t  time t h e r e  were 
some guys from t h e  f i r s t  squad, I t h i n k ,  of our  p la toon,  
f i r s t  squad of t h e  1st  Platoon. They had a group of people 
t h e r e  - -
Q ( In te rpos ing)  What happened t o  t h e  o l d  lady 
on t h e  bed? 1 
A. I d o n ' t  remember. Anyway they came up with a 
group of people t h a t  they had gathered up, because Lieutenant  
CALLEY had t o l d  them t o  ga the r  up a l l  the people i n  t h e  v i l l age  
and they d id .  

Q Do you remember who was guarding t h e  people? 

A.  I know t h a t  D U R S I ,  and I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h i s  
guy 's  name. I t  was Hershel  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  That 
was h i s  nickname o r  something. But anyway DURSI, Hershel ,  
and MORROW. 

Q SIMONE? 

A. Y e s ,  SIMONE. 

Q. How about BOYCE? Was he t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  BOYCE was. I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  not  i n  
wi th t h a t  c e r t a i n  group of people. Anyway, they brought them all  
UP 
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Q How about CONTI? 

A. Y e s ,  CONTI was the re .  Then t h e  next  t h i n g  - -
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Where was t h i s  group of people
when you f i r s t  saw them? Were they near  t h e  o l d  lady on 
the  bed and t h e  p r i e s t  i n  t h e  white  robe? 

A. There was a couple of hootches over i n  t h e r e .  And 
they had them a l l  gathered up around i n  t h a t  a rea .  Then Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY s a i d ,  a f t e r  he went up, he t o l d  them, "You a l l  
know what t o  do with them, d o n ' t  you?" And so then he l e f t  and 
went back t h i s  way, and then he came back and he s a i d ,  "I thought 
you guys knew what t o  do with them. I' Somebody s a i d ,  "I thought 
you wanted us t o  guard them." He say,  "What a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about,  guarding them? I want you t o  k i l l  them." And then 
MAPLES came up wi th  t h e  machinegun crew and he t o l d  MAPLES t o  
load h i s  weapon s o  he could k i l l  t h e  people. And he s a i d ,  "I 'm 
no t  going t o  k i l l  those peopie." And he s a i d ,  "You c a n ' t  o r d e r  
me t o  do t h a t  ." J u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  And then  he kept  a  group t h e r e ,  
and I w a s  s t i l l  he re  and he t o l d  them. By t h i s  time t h e  o t h e r  
squad was moving over  t o  t h i s  a rea .  There was some p a r t s  of 
t h i s  platoon and t h e  o the r  p la toon t h a t  was over  here  a l r eady ,  
and w e  were supposed t o  jo in  up with them. 

Q. Second Platoon? 

I guess it w a s .A. 

Q L e t ' s  go back a b i t ,  M r .  STANLEY. I d o n ' t  understand 
the l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  group of people.  You mentioned i n  your s t a t e -
ment t o  M r .  W l S H  t h a t  they were near  a d i t c h  and t h a t  Lieutenant  
CALLEY ordered t h e  people pushed i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Now, we've had 
evidence of two d i t c h e s .  One was e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a c r o s s  a r i c e  paddy. 

A. This  one wasn ' t  ac ross  the  r i c e  paddy. I t  was r i g h t  
a t  the  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Would you s t e p  up t o  t h e  ske tch  again?  

A. It w a s  over i n  here  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Let t h e  record  show t h a t  M r .  STANLEY was i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  east edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  somewhat nor th .  M r .  STANLEY, we had 
a wi tness ,  K I N C H ,  i n  here  yesterday.  He moved with t h e  command 
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group, and he t o l d  us how he proceeded from the  p o i n t  roughly 
about where CARTER was when he was sho t ,  s h o t  h imsel f ,  moved 
t o  t h e  nor th ,  and then  angled o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  across  a 
d i t c h  i n  he re  somewhere. He pu t  it about i n  he re ,  and h e ' s  
n o t  s u r e  whether t h e  d i t c h  went t h i s  way o r  t h a t  way. 

A.  I know it w a s  over from here .  

Q. He looked down the  d i t c h  and he saw a l o t  of peo-
p l e  t h a t  were dead i n  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. It seemed l i k e  it was more over  i n  
t h i s .  

Q- Now, t h e r e ' s  a d i t c h  over  here .  

A. N o ,  it was on t h i s  s i d e .  

Q But we have evidence of people i n  both d i t c h e s .  One 
over h e r e  and one over  here ,  but  it was d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  v i l l -
age. You're no t  exac t ly  s u r e  where it is .  

A. Did you say the  d i t c h  w a s  here?  

Q KINCH pu t s  i n  he re  somewhere. 

A. T h i s  is where the  o t h e r  p la toon was. You could 
s e e  t h i s  a r e a  from where the  d i t c h  was because--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  From t h e  d i t c h  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  you could 
see  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet a l i t t l e  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  south  of My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  Would you j u s t  descr ibe  what happened a t  t h a t  d i t c h  
p lease?  You had g o t  us  up t o  the p o i n t  where Lieutenant  CAL-
LEY had t o l d  MAPLES t o  load  h i s  machinegun and shoot  the  peopie 
and MAPLES s a i d  he wasn ' t  going t o  do it. What happened a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A.  Well, t h e  next  t h i n g  I can remember happening was 
he t o l d  Sergeant  MITCHELL t h a t  he wanted t o  leave  some men be-
hind i n  t h e  squad s o  they could shoot  these  people.  And I re-
member MEADLO w a s  l e f t  behind and HERSHEL was l e f t  behind. 
And I was s t i l l  down t h e r e  with the  M-79. 

Q- Was BOYCE there? 
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A. Y e s ,  BOYCE, BLAZE, I t h i n k  MORROW, and t h a t ' s  a l l  
I remember. 

Q How about SIMONE, BERGTHOLD--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  BERGTHOLD, yes ,  I know BERGTHOLD was f i r i n g ,  
bu t  I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of SIMONE. 

Q. You mentioned somebody named LAWRENCE. 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  's the  man I 've been t r y i n g  t o  th ink  o f .  
That 's  t h e  guy nicknamed Hershel.  

Q- Hershel .  

A. Y e s ,  LAWRENCE. But anyway, and then  he t o l d  them 
t h a t  he wanted them t o  k i l l  those people,  and they  turned 
t h e i r  weapons on automatic and s t a r t e d  pouring b u l l e t s  i n  
and re load ing  u n t i l  he t o l d  them t o  s top .  

Q - Did a l l  those  people f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  p a r t i c -
i p a t e  i n  i t ?  

A. That 's t h e  way it looked from where I was. I c o u l d n ' t  
say whose weiipon w a s  shoot ing 2nd svhose v a s n ' t  because--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How c lose  were you? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I say ,  the  d i t c h  was along t h e  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and I w a s  nex t  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY and then  MEADLO 
about 5 f e e t  i n  f r o n t  or something l i k e  t h a t .  And then when 
they s t a r t e d  shoot ing  the  people,  I wasn ' t  t o o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
see ing  t h a t ,  and s o  BLAZE and I s t a r t e d  moving over  t o  where 
the  o t h e r  p la toon was, across  the  r i c e  paddy, and we go t  about 
r i g h t  here .  A h e l i c o p t e r  landed. 

Q - Let  me g e t  you o r i e n t a t e d  on t h i s  photograph, M r .  
STANLEY. This o t h e r  l i t t l e  subhamlet was over here  on t h e  
sou theas t  corner .  The d i t c h  was somewhere i n  t h e  e a s t  end, 
probably i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner of My L a i  ( 4 )  . So you moved 
e a s t  ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddy i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet south-
east of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. T h a t ' s  where t h e  men i n  t h e  o t h e r  squad was a l r eady  
moving over ,  and then our  squad w a s  moving over  except- the  
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men t h a t  w a s  l e f t  behind. 

Q- Most of t h e  platoon,  then ,  went over? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  rest of t h e  p la toon was a l r eady  over  t h e r e .  

Q Now, d i d  you s e t  up a perimeter  over  t h e r e  around 
t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet? 

A. I th ink  t h a t ' s  where we spen t  t h e  n igh t  a t ,  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of it. 

Q- That a c t u a l l y  was q u i t e  aways t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
where you joined up with Bravo Company. 

A, I d o n ' t  remember--well maybe we d i d ,  I don ' t  re-
member. 

Q. When you were over  here  you s e t  up a per imeter  a-
c ross  the r i c e  paddy and near  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  subhamlet. 
Did you s e e  another  d i t c h  with people i n  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Well, we have cons iderable  evidence t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  t h a t  runs along the  e a s t  end of t h i s  lit-
t l e  s u b h a l e t i  estecds ~JFbeyocd it t o  t h e  nor th .  Right along 
i n  t h a t  ex tens ion  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was some o t h e r  people,  maybe 
40, 50 people found dead. You f e e l  su re ,  however, t h a t  t h e  
d i t c h  you s a w  where MEADLO and CALLEY and t h e  o t h e r s  pushed 
t h e  people i n  t h e  d i t c h  and s h o t  them was back i n s i d e  t h e  v i l -
lage? 

A. Yes. 

Q - This  c o u l d n ' t  have happened a f t e r  you moved o u t  
here? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. Because I remember looking 
from here ,  from t h i s  s i d e  over here.  Tha t ' s  where the  r e s t  
of t h e  people were. Tha t ' s  t h e  way I remember. 

Q - Could you t e l l  us now about see ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
land? 
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A. The h e l i c o p t e r  landed r i g h t  a t  t h e  d i t c h .  And I 
don ' t  know who w a s  i n  it, but  I th ink  it was Colonel BARKER, 
I'm n o t  sure .  I d o n ' t  know who w a s  i n  it, bu t  it w a s  h i s  
personal  h e l i c o p t e r .  But, anyway, he landed and he was wav-
ing  his hand l i k e  he w a s .  p r e t t y  angry. He wanted t o  know 
what w a s  going on. 

Q - Who t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

Q Was t h i s  a bubbletop h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you ever  hear  t h a t  it was a  warrant  o f f i c e r  
named THOMPSON who p i l o t e d  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d o n r t  know who it was, b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I t h i n k  
it w a s  Colonel BARKER. 

Q - What a l l  happened t h e r e ?  

A. By t h a t  t i m e  my whole squad was moving t o  t h e  o t h e r  
a rea  where t h e  r e s t  of the  people were. 

Q. Which way w e r e  they moving? 

A. Moving this way. 

Q - Did any of them move up t o  t h e  nor th  o r  anything,  
o r  j u s t  genera l ly  e a s t ?  

A. I don1t remember. 

Q Okay. 

A. We were spread out .  A l l  I remember, my squad was 
moving on a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  across  here .  

Q.  Now, with r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  subhamlet 
and where you had s e t  up the  per imeter ,  would you p o i n t  o u t  
about where the h e l i c o p t e r  landed? 

A. W e l l ,  w a i t  a minute. I f  t h e  d i t c h  was he re ,  we s e t  
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up a per imeter  o u t  he re ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  And i f  it was he re ,  
it w a s  t h e  same. And then a  h e l i c o p t e r  landed r i g h t  a t  the  
d i t ch .  

Q- .Wel l ,  w e  do know t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  t h e r e  wi th  
people i n  it, and w e  know the  h e l i c o p t e r  landed near the  d i t c h ,  
t h a t  d i t c h  with people i n  it. 

A. I don ' t  remember us c ross ing  no r i c e  paddy t o  g e t  
t h e r e ,  but  we could have. 

Q This h e l i c o p t e r  landed about t h r e e  t imes.  One time 
t h e  p i l o t  t a l k e d  t o  CALLEY. One time the  p i l o t  t a l k e d  t o  MIT-
CHELL. O n e  t ime t h e  p i l o t  landed near  the  d i t c h ,  two crew mem-
b e r s  go t  o u t  and took a l i t t l e  c h i l d  out  of t h e  d i t c h ,  g o t  i n  
the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and took it o f f  t o  a h o s p i t a l .  Did you s e e  
any of t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q About t h e  t ime the  h e l i c o p t e r  landed and the  p i l o t  
t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY, d i d  you see  t h e  crew members, the  
doorgunners do anything? Did you s e e  them g e t  ou t  of the  hel-
i c o p t e r ?  

A. Like I say ,  I was fac ing  out  t h i s  way, l i k e  t h i s .  
I f  the  d i t c h  was here, I Kaa fac ing  here. And I just looked 
back t o  s e e  who it .was i n  t h e  chopper and a l l  I could see  was 
him doing h i s  f i n g e r  a t  him l i k e  t h a t .  I remember COX was 
t h e r e  too.  I f o r g o t  a l l  about him. 

Q. Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  t h a t  day
from the  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q- Yes, t h a t  morning during the  opera t ion .  Did any-
body come t o  v i s i t  you? 

A. I d i d n C ts e e  anybody i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Char l i e  Company moved on ou t  t o  t h e  e a s t  toward 
P i n k v i l l e ,  shown on t h e  map a s  My Lai ( I ) ,  and they joined 
up with Bravo Company and laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  Do 
you remember t h a t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  

Q. Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  t h a t  cvening? 

A. Y e s .  

Q* What were they doing? 

A. Well, a c t u a l l y  t h e  only time I seen them they was 
with t h e  company CP. 

Q. Did you s e e  them ques t ioning  any p r i soners?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you see  anybody c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  one of the  
p r i soners?  

A. No, bu t  I heard somebody say something l i k e  they 
s h o t  a f i n g e r  o f f ,  going t o  shoot  one o f f .  I heard about it. 
That 's  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 

COL MILLER: A t  one p o i n t  you s t a t e d  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
t o l d  MAPLES t o  shoo t  a group of people. Where d i d  MAPLES do 
that? 

A, A l l  he s a i d  i s ,  "You c a n ' t  o rde r  me t o  do t h a t . "  
H e  s a i d  something, I f o r g o t  what he s a i d .  Anyway, he moved 
on wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  platoon.  

Q- CALLEY d i d n ' t  say o r  do anything about i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. I th ink  he s a i d ,  " I ' l l  have 
you cour t -mar t ia led ,"  o r  something, and he s a i d ,  "Well you 
c a n ' t  o rde r  me t o  do t h a t ,  l i e u t e n a n t .  " 

Q g  And then CALLEY looked around and ordered somebody 
else t o  do it. 

A. Y e s ,  he looked around p icking  o u t  people,  I guess,  
t h a t  he could t r u s t  t o  do it. 

Q Where d i d  MAPLES go then? Do you know? 

A. No. 
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Q. O r  d i d  he s t a y  around? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

MR WEST: Do you remember hear ing  Lieutenant  CALLEY say some-
t h i n g  t o  MEDAL0 such as, "We've go t  another  job t o  do MEDALOU1? 

A. N o .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  STANLEY, do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  anybody from 
C Company t h a t  had cameras out  t h e r e  with them and took p ic -
t u r e s ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

MR WEST: I might p a r t i c u l a r l y  ask about WIDMER, WIDMER used 
t o  t ake  a l o t  of--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of cameras, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember him having one t h a t  day. 

Q. We had DURSI i n  here  t o  see  us ,  and DURSI s a i d  he 
s tood by MEADLO while MEADLO w a s  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and 
MEADLO t o l d  him, he s a i d  "F i re .  Why d o n ' t  you f i r e ? "  and DUR-
SI  s a i d ,  " I  c a n ' t ,  I won't ."  Did you hear  any of t h a t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Remembering where these  people w e r e  a t  the  t i m e ,  
could MEADLO have heard MAPLES re fuse  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t ch?  

A. I know I heard it. Lieutenant  CALLEY, MEADLO aAd 
DURSI should have heard it, Roy WOOD, and LAGUNOY. 

Q - They were a l l  s tanding  t h e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  together? 

A. weil, LAGUNOY w a s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner a t  the  t i m e .  

Q Did LAGUNOY f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t ,  no t  t h a t  I remember anyway. H e  was 
wi th  t h e  gun c r e w .  

Q - Did he have t o  se rve  t h e  machinegun, feed t h e  b e l t  
i n t o  i t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  he had a . 4 5  anyway. , No, 'I d o n ' t  remember 
him f i r i n g  anything.  

Q b 
Do you remember being l i f t e d  back i n t o  Landing Zone 

Dot t i e  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Can you t e l l  us  what happened when you landed t h e r e ?  

A. When w e  landed,  be fo re  w e  went i n  they t o l d  us t h a t  
some co lone l s  would. be ask ing  us  i f  we seen  anything.  I f o r -
go t  how they pu t  it. 

Q Somebody t a l k e d  to you b e f o r e  you l e f t  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  they d id .  

Q Do l ~ o uremember who t h i s  was? 

A. I t h i n k  Sergeant  MITCHELL t o l d  us.  

a.  What d i d  he say? 

A. H e  s a i d  when w e  g e t  i n ,  t h e r e  would be some col-
one l s  and o f f i c e r s  ask ing  us--I f o r g o t  how he p u t  i t--about 
i f  w e  saw anybody murdered o r  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  unlaw-
f u l l y  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did he t e l l  you what t o  say?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q. What happened when you landed t h e r e  a t  LZ Do t t i e?  

A. Some co lone l  asked us d i d  w e  see anybody g e t  k i l l e d  
unlawfully o r  murdered o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
And I s a i d  no. 

9. Did he s i n g l e  you o u t  and ask  you a ques t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  people on my chopper and I 
w a s  one of them. W e  a l l  s a i d  no. 
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Q - Did you know who t h i s  co lonel  was? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q . Did you know Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h e  time? 

A. Y e s ,  I did.  

Q - Was t h i s  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No. 

Q . Youl.re s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

Q The reason I ' m  asking is  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was 
here  and t e s t i f i e d ,  and s a i d  he went o u t  and m e t  t h r e e  h e l i -
cop te r  loads  f u l l  of men and ta lked  t o  them and asked them i f  
they had seen any improper t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  unneces-
sa ry  k i l l i n g ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I 
A. I t  was t h a t  e f f e c t ,  bu t  it w a s n ' t  Colonel HENDERSON 
t h a t  asked us. 

Q Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. N o .  N o t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  bu t  it wasn ' t  him e i t h e r .  

Q Could you t e l l ,  was it a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  o r  major? 

A. NO, I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q - Who w a s  with you a t  the time? D o  you remember t h a t ,  
M r .  STANLEY? 

A. 'he only person I know was BLAZE. 

Q. Did MITCHELL go back with you a t  t h a t  time o r  d id  
he s t a y ?  

A. There was s i x  people i n  t h e  chopper. The only person 
I remember on t h e  chopper, we came i n  t o g e t h e r ,  BLAZE. That 'S  
t h e  only one I can remember. 
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Q You're p r e t t y  su re  it wasn ' t  e i t h e r  Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  Colonel BARKER? I f  we showed you some photo-
graphs do you th ink  you could remember what he looked l i k e ?  

A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q You can t r y  anyway. W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  recess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1500 hours ,  24 January 1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1507 hours ,  24 January 1970. ) 

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when the hearing recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  I remind you once again t h a t  you a r e  under oa th .  

MR WEST: Let  t h e  record show t h a t  during t h e  r ecess  I showed 
a number of photographs t o  M r .  STANLEY while  masking t h e  name . 

t a g s  appearing on t h e  photographs, and ou t  of photographs of 
s i x  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  he  s e l e c t e d  Captain KOTOUC. I f  I 
understood you c o r r e c t l y ,  M r .  STANLEY, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it 
was Captain KOTOUC, o r  you .thought it might have been? 

. . 

A. It was e i t h e r  him o r  the .  one on t h e  back. 

Q The photograph on t h e  back s f  this s h e e t  of photo-
graphs i s  Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, whose photograph 
has been admitted i n t o  evidence a t  P-53. Captain KOTOUC's  
photograph has been admitted i n  evidence a t  P-52. So i n  your 
opinion, it w a s  e i t h e r  Captain KOTOUC o r  Lieutenant  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE who--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know it was none of t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q I t  was no t  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Major CALHOUN o r  
Major MCKNIGHT o r  Colonel BARKER. Do you remember a t t end ing  
a meeting of t h e  company a t  which Captain MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  
you about M y  L a i  ( 4 ) ,  s a i d  t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion ,  and s a i d  some o t h e r  th ings  about i t ?  Do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q - ,What do you remember a s  t o  what Captain MEDINA 
sa id?  We've had d i f f e r e n t  vers ions  of t h i s .  We'd l i k e  t o  
hear  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. The only t h i n g  I remember him saying i s  he s a i d  
t h e r e  would probably be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about what happened 
a t  My L a i .  H e  s a i d  something about we wouldn't  have t o  
take the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  something t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q How long d i d .  he t a l k ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you shou ldn ' t  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. Yes , he d id .  

Q Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come t o  s e e  you
about what happened a t  My Lai?  

A. No. 

Q Do you know any member of t h e  company t h a t  was 
quest ioned by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  about My Lai?  

Q - Did anybody e l s e  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ?  

A. Nobody, b u t  a f t e r  every b r i e f i n g  w e  had, we had 
t h e  same b r i e f i n g  by our  platoon l eader s  and p la toon sergeant .  

Q - Your p la toon l e a d e r  was Lieutenant  CALLEY. What 
d i d  he say about i t ?  

A. J u s t  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  same thing.  

Q. How about Sergeant MITCHELL? 

A. Same. 

Q • Did you have much t o  do wi th  Sergeant  COWAN, t h e  
platoon se rgean t?  1 
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A. I n  my opinion,  he was about t h e  b e s t  se rgean t  
t h a t  anybody could want i n  Vietnam, kind of a f a t h e r  image 
f o r  t h e  rest of t h e  s o l d i e r s .  A l l  t he  guys i n  tl-e platoon 
l i k e d  him. 

Q He t o l d  us t h a t  .he s o r t  of brought up the  rear 
as you moved through. Is t h a t  t h e  way you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q - We t a l k e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  weeks ago and he s a i d  h i s  
pos t  was a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  platoon.  He came through a f t e r  
everybody e l s e  had moved ahead. What d i d  you t h i n k  of Lieu-
t enan t  CALLEY as an o f f i c e r ?  

A. To me he was t h e  type t o  t r y  t o  impress the  b igger  
guys. He w a s  a l i t t l e  boy who j u s t  came i n  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
I guess. Anyway, it seemed l i k e  he t r i e d  t o  impress Captain 
MEDINA, t r i e d  t o  do what he th inks  Captain MEDINA wanted t o  
do, Tha t ' s  t h e  way I s e e  it. 

Q Do you t h i n k  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  i m i t a t e  Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. I wouldn't  say i m i t a t e ;  I ' d  say impress. 

Q- What w a s  your f e e l i n g  about Captain MEDINA a s  an 
o f f i c e r  , company commander? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what o t h e r  people may say,  bu t  to' me, 
I could be wrong, I d o n ' t  know, but Captain MEDINA , it seemed 
l i k e  t h e  men would follow him. I f  he s a i d  he g o t  an o rde r  
f o r  us  t o  go t o  Hanoi, I be l i eve  t h a t  the  men would follow him 

.wi thout  ahy ques t ion .  T h a t ' s  the  only t h i n g  I can say about him. 

Q Everybody w a s  l o y a l  t o  him. 

A. Guys may say th ings  behind h i s  back o r  something. 
"Mad Dog" MEDINA o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  That was j u s t  a nick-
name. H e  d i d n ' t  care .  I th ink  he kind of enjoyed them c a l l i n g  
him t h a t .  

Q- We were t o l d  t h a t  he go t  t h a t  nickname i n  Hawaii 
because he w a s  such a f i e r c e  competitor.  
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A. Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Char l ie  Company f i r s t ,  always 
f i r s t .  And we were too,  i n  everything.  

Q Tha t ' s  t h e  s t o r y  we go t .  That he had a r i v a l r y  
with another  company commander and he was always bea t ing  him, 
and one time t h i s  o t h e r  company commander c a l l e d  him "Mad Dog" 
because he was always t r y i n g  s o  hard.  

A. I d o n ' t  know how he g o t  t h a t  name, bu t  wouldn't  
nobody say it t o  h i s  face.  

Q. But anyway, you were impressed by him? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I s e e  it. 
8 

Q - I have a s e r i e s  of genera l  ques t ions  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
ask you. One of them i s  t h i s ;  t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  i n  November 
i n  the  newspaper t h a t  t h e r e  may have been some men of  t h e  
company t h a t  were under the  in f luence  of marijuana t h a t  morn-
ing  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  That i s ,  they were going i n t o  combat under 
t h e  in f luence .  Do you know anything about t h i s ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  the  company? 

A* No. 

Q. We've had a few people t e l l  us t h a t  t h e r e  was 
considerab1e.smoking of marijuana by d i f f e r e n t  people now and 
t h e n ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  a s e r i o u s  problem. We've only had two 
people t e l l  us t h a t  t h e r e  may have been people t h e r e  t h a t  
morning t h a t  were .h igh  on marijuana. You d i d n ' t  observe any-
t h i n g  of t h i s ?  

A. No. -

Q Did you e v e r  hear  anything about a s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  
occurr ing i n  t h e  company, Bravo Company, a r e a  over near  t h e  
coas t ,  r i g h t  a long t h e  coas t ,  t he  same day, 1 6  March, o r  t h e  
next  day? 

I 

A. The only t h i n g  I remember about Bravo Company, they 
were burning a whole l o t  of v i l l a g e s ,  could s e e  smoke f o r  a 
long way from where they s t a r t e d  t o  where they  end. You could 
s e e  smoke where we were. 
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Q - Did you ever  hear  anything about a bunch of c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d ?  

A. NO, I didn t hear  about anyone being k i l l e d .  

Q. What w a s  the  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of Char l ie  Company 
toward t h e  Vietnamese people? Did they l i k e  them, d i s l i k e  
them? 

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  d i f f e r e n t  people. You know how they 
a l l  have d i f f e r e n t  impressions about d i f f e r e n t  th ings .  Some 
guys hated the  s i g h t  of them, and some guys j u s t  t r i e d  t o  cope 
along with t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Some guys j u s t  ha ted  being i n  Viet-  
nam, ha ted  t h e  people because they were i n  Vietnam. D i f f e r e n t  
people have d i f f e r e n t  impressions. 

Q. Well, we ' re  t o l d  t h a t  you got  along wi th  them, 
learned  some of t h e  language. You l i k e d  the  c h i l d r e n ,  played 
with the  ch i ld ren .  I have s o r t  of a r e l a t e d  ques t ion .  Did 
you n o t i c e  any f e e l i n g ,  perhaps on t h e  p a r t  of some of t h e  
members of t h e  company, t h a t  t h e  l i f e  of a Vietnamese person 
j u s t  wasn ' t  worth a s  much as the  l i f e  of an American person? 
So t h a t  i f  you k i l l e d  a "dink",  l e t ' s  say ,  it wasn ' t  t he  same 
as k i l l i n g  an American. Were you aware of any such f e e l i n g  
as t h a t ?  

A, Well, I 've heard $uys say t h e y ' r e  no t  human. 

Q - We're groping f o r  some answers t o  th ings  t h a t  happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. Some people have suggested t h a t  t h i s  was a p a r t  
of it. A man who may k i l l  l i t t l e  boys and babies  and women, who 
obviously weren ' t  doing anything,  j u s t  might have f e l t  it wasn ' t  
l i k e  k i l l i n g  an American, Do you th ink  t h a t  has any l o g i c  t o  it, 
any b a s i s  ? 

A. I t  has  a whole l o t  of l o g i c .  I t ' s  j u s t  the  way they 
f e l t .  I c o u l d n ' t  make a s ta tement  on it. The only t h i n g  I 
can say, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way a l o t  of them f e l t .  Tha t ' s  
the  way they  ac ted :  j u s t  l i k e  everyth ing  they had been t augh t  
from t h e  time they grew up t o  t h e  time they g o t  t o  Vietnam j u s t  
d i d n ' t  mean anything,  j u s t  wasn ' t  r e a l .  

9. W e  heard testimony about WIDMER; I th ink  he was one. 
He s h o t  somebody and then s a i d ,  "I j u s t  wondered i f  I could shoot  
somebody." A f t e r  t h a t ,  he went around and f i n i s h e d  o f f  a number 
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of the  wounded. 1 t h ink  it w a s  CARTER who c a l l e d  WIDMER 
"Mr. Murder Incorporated,  " He had observed WIDMER doing 
t h i s  th ing .  Of course,  he had borrowed CARTER'S p i s t o l .  
You d i d n ' t  hear  any of t h i s ,  I take  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q I n  your opinion,  M r .  STANLEY, i f  you had t o  charac-
t e r i z e  what happened t h a t  day i n  My Lai ,  what would you say as 
t o  what happened? What brought t h i s  t h i n g  about? A s  you know, 
t h e r e  were a l o t  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  there. 

A. The only t h i n g  I can say i s ,  one t h i n g  they had been 
given an o r d e r  which they r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t o  follow unless  
they were g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t .  I say they ,  but  I mean we, because 
I was t h e r e  too ,  and I was one of t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h e r e .  And the 
way I see  it i s  every person i s  d i f f e r e n t .  Every person is a 
s i n g l e .  There ' s  no two people a l i k e .  And k i l l i n g  is n o t  a 
group th ing .  I t ' s  what 's  i n  the i n d i v i d u a l  because t h e s e  a r e  
t h e  ones t h a t  have t o  l i v e  with it. I f  you k i l l  somebody, you're 
going t o  have t o  l i v e  with it. T h a t ' s  the  way I see  it. A l l  
t h i s  k i l l i n g  is  just--massacre. Tha t ' s  what it was. I 
Q. Well, we have a good b i t  of evidence on t h e  2d 
Platoon. A l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon moved i n  
under c o n t r o l  of i ts  o f f i c e r  and i t s  noncoms and methodically 
k i l l e d  evexybady thcy c a m  tc, every Vie tnmese  i n  t h e i r  part 
of My Lai ,  j u s t  as they came upon them. Ind ica t ions  a r e  

, t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon d i d  about t h e  same t h i n g  except t h a t  
they stopped t o  ga the r  some groups toge the r .  And as  you saw, 
one l a r g e  group was pu t  i n  a d i t c h  and k i l l e d .  We have s t rong 
evidence t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon,  men of t h e  2d Platoon were 
a c t i n g  under c lose  supervis ion .  They seemed t o  be j u s t  carrying 
o u t  t h e i r  o rde r s .  Did it seem t o  you it was t h e  same way i n  
t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Tha t ' s  about t h e  way it was. There was a l o t  of guys 
a g a i n s t  it, b u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much they could do about it. 

Q .  1 understand t h a t  some men were no t  shoot ing.  They 
were no t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  But we've had q u i t e  a few men t e l l  US 
t h a t  they f e l t  t h a t  they had t o  do it. These were t h e  orders .  
They were supposed t o  do it, and i f  they d i d n ' t  do it, they'd 
be punished, and so they d i d  it. There were perhaps o t h e r s  who 
w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  do it, I ask you t h i s  t o  t e s t  ou t  t h e  i d e a  that  
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the k i l l i n g s  t h a t  took p lace  i n  the  1st Platoon a r e a  might 
have been a c t s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  a c t i n g  on t h e i r  own, ou t  of 

con t ro l .  Do you th ink  t h e r e ' s  anything t o  t h a t  theory? 


A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  's t o o  much t o  t h a t .  . I be l i eve  
they were j u s t  going along with t h e  o rde r s .  The ones t h a t  
wanted t o  k i l l  w a s  k i l l i n g .  The ones t h a t  d i d n ' t  want t o  k i l l  
weren' t ;  That ' s  the  only th ing  I can say. 

Q. NOW, do you remember hear ing ,  during t h e  morning and 
perhaps some t i m e  around the time of CARTER'S d u s t o f f ,  an o r d e r  
given t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  s t o p  the  shoot ing? 

A.  That ' s  what Captain MEDINA t o l d  Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

Q- NOW, were you near  enough t o  him a t  t h e  time t o  h e a r  
something over t h e  radio?  

A. Yes, I was. Captain MEDINA.told Lieutenant  CALLEY 
he wanted t o  know what 's  going on up t h e r e .  Lieutenant  CALLEY 

. 	 t o l d  him that  he had a group of people,  he had some people he 
w a s  grouping up, VC suspec t s ,  and Captain MEDINA s a i d  something-- 
I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly - - tha t ' s  about t h e  way it was. 

8- Do you suppose you could t h i n k  hard and remember 
what Captain MEDINA s a i d  i n  response? This could be very impor- 
t a n t .  Let me go back a l i t t l e  b i t  whi le  you ' r e  th ink ing  about 
t h a t .  Did you hear  a message come i n  over  the  company r a d i o  
which probably could have been t h e  r a d i o  which MURRAY was handling 
or  it could have been WOOD'S, probably MURRAY'S, bu t  from some-
body ou t s ide ,  probably somebody i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  i n q u i r i n g  about 
t h e  k i l l i n g ,  saying t o  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q 	 But you d i d  hear  Captain MEDINA give a  message to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

Q. And Lieutenant  CALLEY s a i d  he had a bunch of people 
grouped toge the r?  

A. He s a i d  he had a bunch of people up t h e r e  grouped 
toge the r ,  VC suspec t s .  
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Q. Can you remember what cap ta in  MEDINA s a i d  back t o  him? 

A. No, I can't. 

Q Weld i f  you c a n ' t  remember the  words, can you remember 
t h e  idea  of .what is was? 

A. W e l l ,  anyway, it was l i k e ,  "You b e t t e r  s t o p  t h a t  
shoot ing ,"  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  o r ,  "Stop t h a t  k i l l i n g , "  
o r  something. I t h i n k ,  l i k e  you s a i d ,  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  
Captain MEDINA had go t  the  message from whoever was up i n  the  
h e l i c o p t e r  about him, with the  people down t h e r e .  

Q We' ve had some testimony from a man t h a t  was standing 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Captain MEDINA. Someone c a l l e d  Captain MEDINA 
over t h e  r ad io .  I t  w a s  supposed t o  have been Colonel BARKER, 
and he s a i d  t h a t  a dus to f f  p i l o t  t a l k e d  t o  him and s a i d  - tha t  
t h e r e  were bodies  a l l  over  the  p lace  and what was going on. 
And he s a i d  t o  MEDINA t h a t  h igher  had t o l d  him t o  pass  t h e  word 
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Now, t h i s  man 
who t o l d  us t h i s  w a s  s tanding  c lose  by and could hear  it 
from the  loudspeakers on t h e  radio .  That ' s  why I ask you if 
you heard it, because people who were c l o s e  enough could have 
heard it, Does t h i s  make you r e c a l l  anything? 

1 

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember it l i k e  t h a t ?  Okay. D o  you have 
any i d e a  why t h i s  i n c i d e n t  d i d n ' t  become p r e t t y  widely known 
u n t i l  a couple of months ago? Do you have any i d e a  why it 
wasn ' t  repor ted?  

A. I can giv? you a good example why w e  d i d n ' t  rep?rt 
it. We s tayed  i n  the  f i e l d  a l o t  longer  than any o t h e r  company 
i n  t h e  whole b a t t a l i o n .  W e  d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  go running to 
t h e  colonel  o r  somebody and t e l l  him what happened i n  My k a i .  
We was too  busy. 

Q Was anybody i n c l i n e d  t o ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

9 Did you ever  h e a r  BERNHARDT t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. Yes, I heard BERNHARDT. He's t h e  only  one that 1-
can remember, bes ides  myself. 
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Q - Well, how d i d  the  men of t h e  company f e e l  about 
it l a t e r ?  

A, J u s t  l i k e  another  mission, soon f o r g o t t e n .  

Q - Do you th ink  t h a t  maybe you were purposely kept  
out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  My La i ,  more than  t h e  o t h e r  companies? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I know Colonel BEERS d i d n ' t  c a r e  t o o  
much f o r  us ,  f o r  our company. Captain MEDINA volunteered t o  
go o r  something. I d o n ' t  know what it was, but  we were out  
the re .  

Q Seemed l i k e  more than  your share?  

A, W e  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  more than our  share .  Other com-
panies  would be i n  on the  LZ 's , guarding t h e  LZ I s .  They'd 
b r ing  us i n  f o r  1 day and put  us r i g h t  back ou t  t h e r e ,  6 t o  
8 days, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Do you remember g e t t i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on war 
crimes o r  t h e  Geneva Convention, o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  p r i -
soners  of w a r  and noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I n  b a s i c ;  that's all I rczisxber. 

Q. You, of course ,  were t augh t  t o  obey o rde r s  without 
ques t ion ,  and I expect  you were a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  you d o n ' t  have 
t o  obey an i l l e g a l  order?  

A. I f  you th ink  the  o r d e r  was an improper given o r d e r ,  
you d i d n ' t  have t o  obey it unless  you consul ted  with somebody 
e l s e  of h igher  a u t h o r i t y .  

Q- I n  your t r a i n i n g ,  d i d  you remember being given any 
examples of what would be i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ,  examples of o rde r s  
t h a t  you shou ldn ' t  obey? 

A. The only t h i n g  I can th ink  of is ,  I know r i g h t  from 
wrong, and I know what I f e e l  i s  r i g h t  and what I f e e l  is wrong, 
d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  people.  I ' m  n o t  saying I ' m  d i f f e r e n t  from 
anybody e l s e  because everybody e l s e ,  they have t h e i r  own f e e l i n g s  
on what is r i g h t  and what 's  wrong. For i n s t a n c e ,  i f  somebody 
t e l l s  m e  t o  k i l l  somebody o r  t o  do something t h a t  I f e e l  is  
wrong, I ' m  j u s t  n o t  going t o  do it i f  I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  no t  
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r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  j u s t  t h e  way I am. That '  s a l l  I can say 
on t h a t .  

Q Well, I ask you about t h i s ,  f r ank ly ,  t o  t r y  t o  
f i n d  o u t  i f  perhaps our  methods of i n s t r u c t i o n  shou ldn ' t  be 
changed. We've had q u i t e  a few people t e l l  us t h a t  they 
thought they had t o  obey t h a t  o rde r .  They had been t o l d  you 
d i d n ' t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ,  but  they weren ' t  su re  
what an i l l e g a l  o rde r  was. Nobody had ever  given them any 
examples. For example, do you th ink  t h e  t r a i n i n g  could be 
improved as t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  problem, t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  anything wrong with t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  my-
s e l f .  The t r a i n i n g  makes good men as f a r  as  I could see .  I 
mean, t r a i n i n g ,  t h e r e ' s  nothing wrong wi th  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  I t ' s  
j u s t  what 's  i n  t h e  person,  I th ink :  the  person himself .  There 
was t a l k  t h a t  j u s t  makes you want t o  g e t  ou t  t h e r e ,  and i f  
you go t  a weak mind, I guess you were j u s t  a weak person auto-
mat ica l ly .  I d o n ' t  know. A s  f o r  me, I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything 
wrong wi th  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  and I d i d n ' t  do anything I d i d n ' t  
want t o  do anyway without  g e t t i n g  i n  t r o u b l e  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a couple o t h e r  genera l  th ings .  
We've had some people t e l l  us t h a t  Char l ie  Company, a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, w a s  a p r e t t y  tough o u t f i t .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  l53C h ~ u r s ,24 2znuzry-

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1505 hours ,  24 January 
1970.) '  

RCDR : A l l  persons p resen t  when the  hear ing  r e c e s s e d ' a r e  
again p resen t .  .I remind you t h a t  you a r e  under oa th .  

MR WEST : A s  I s a i d  before  t h e  r e c e s s ,  M r .  STANLEY, w e  've 
heard from s e v e r a l  witnesses  t h a t  Char l ie  Company was a 
p r e t t y  tough o u t f i t ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of it. One t h i n g  I ' m  
th ink ing  about i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we've had t h i s  from s e v e r a l  
people, t h a t  Char l ie  Company came over from Hawaii and s t a r t e d  
o u t  i n  the  f i e l d ,  sea rch  and c l e a r ,  e a r l y  opera t ions .  Very 
soon some of the  men of the  company s t a r t e d  raping  women i n  
the  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  they s t a r t e d  having the  women, 
whether it was rape  o r  no t .  And t h i s  go t  t o  be p r e t t y  
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widespread and w a s  q u i t e  a problem. I n  the  2d Platoon they  
go t  it under c o n t r o l  f o r  a while ,  and it s t a r t e d  up again a t  
t h e  t ime of My Lai ,  16 March, and it was s t i l l  gcing on, and 
t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few rapes i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h i s  little 
place ,  Binh Tay, up t o  the  north. .  I 'm t a l k i n g  about the  2d 
Platoon now. Did you see  t h i s  same s i t u a t i o n  o r  know t h e r e  
was such a th ing ,  condi t ions  l i k e  t h i s  i n  the  1st Platoon? 
Did you ever  hear  s t o r i e s  about- CONTI and SIMONE raping  women? 

A. No. The only t h i n g  I know about CONTI ,  we went 
i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and he had a VC nurse.  She was a l i e u t e n a n t  
o r  something. And when he brought h e r  ou t  t o  where I was, 
he knocked h e r  ou t  and then--she d i d n ' t  have on a b louse ,  
and he s a i d ,  " I  s t a r t e d  t o  fuck t h a t  d i r t y  whore, but  she was 
too  d i r t y , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q That took p lace  on the 17th.  I know about t h a t .  
I was th inking  more genera l ly ,  through the  time you were wi th  
the  company. 

A. No. 

Q- Apparently it go t  t o  be a s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  2d 
Platoon where men were doing t h i s .  A t  l e a s t  one squad l eader  

mL: - ..A- .Lwas p ~ - t i c i p a t i n g  i n  it. 1 1 1 A 3  W G l l L  ~n f ~ rq z i t e  2 -..l-. :1 -
Y Y L I A  LC;. 

Would you say t h i s  w a s  a problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. No, I mean I had heard about t h e  2d Platoon and 
3d Pla toon,  I t h i n k  it was the  2d Platoon,  but  I never w i t -
nessed it o r  nothing. 

Q . Okay. 

COL MILLER: When you went t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  we 've  been t a l k i n g  
about,  d i d  t h e  r ad ios  have t h e i r  loudspeakers on? 

A. You mean-- 4 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  This .  

A. I know what you mean. 

Q. . You d i d n ' t  j u s t  have t o  l i s t e n  to--other  people
nearby could hear  it. 
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A.  You d i d n ' t  have t o  l i s t e n  t o  the  phones t o  hear  
it. Tha t ' s  what you mean. 

Q The RTO could hear  what was coming through as  wel l  
a s  anybody e l s e ?  

A. Right. 

Q . You mentioned t h e  company, the  p la toon,  was going
along wi th  o r d e r s  t h i s  day. What orders  d i d  you mean when you 
s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I guess I w a s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same t h i n g  
when I s a i d  the  o r d e r s  t h a t  were given by Captain MEDINA, t h a t  
we were t o  des t roy  everyth ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  what he 
sa id .  . That 's  t h e  way everybody heard it. 

QI This i s  what he s a i d  o r  t h e  way people i n t e r p r e t e d
i t ?  

A, Tha t ' s  what he s a i d .  We were t o  des t roy  everything 
i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  and I mean everything.  Tha t ' s  what he s a i d .  

QI Did anybody e l s e  besides Captain MEDINA t e l l  you t o  
do t h a t ?  

A. G-u- platoon l e a d e r  afid platooii sergeant &id sqnad 
l eade r .  

Q. When d i d  they say t h a t ?  

A, A f t e r  we had the  b r i e f i n g  with Captain MEDINA. I 
take  t h a t  back. The platoon l e a d e r  d idn '  t t e l l  us. The squad 
l e a d e r s  and the  p la toon se rgean t  and platoon l e a d e r  had a 
meeting. Then t h e  squad l eader s  came back, and they j u s t  t o l d  
us  the  same t h i n g  they had a l ready s a i d ,  and gave us informa-
t ion: .  how much ammo and C ' s  we would have t o  ca r ry .  

Q - Did they ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  s ay ,  "Whatever you s e e ,  you 
kill," too?  

A. I th ink  Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t .  Everything l iv ing*  

Q. When Captain MEDINA t o l d  CALLEY t o  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g ,  
o r  words t o  . t h a t .e f f e c t  t h a t  you were t e l l i n g  us about,  d i d  
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t h i s  come over  t h e  r a d i o ,  o r  d i d  Captain MEDINA come i n  t h e r e  
pe r sona l ly  t o  Lieu tenant  CALLEY? 

A ,  It came over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q - How d i d  t h a t  word g e t  passed on t o  t h e  rest of 
t h e  members of t h e  platoon? 

A. Through t h e  squad l eade r s .  

Ora l ly?  

A. Ora l ly ,  yes. 

a. Did 'you have any , k i n d  of a f e e l i n g  t h e  day be fo re  
you went i n t o  My Lai  t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  might happen? 

A. No. I mean t h e  only t h i n g  I f e l t  was t h a t  w e  w e r e  
going i n t o  an enemy a r e a  and w e  b e t t e r  be ready o r  they w i l l  
be ready f o r  us.  Tha t ' s  t h e  impression I g o t .  

Q .  The reason  I asked t h a t  ques t ion ,  one of t h e  o t h e r  
men t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  t o  s a i d  t h a t  he and you had s o r t  of t a l k e d  
about t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  about o p e r a t i o n s ,  every once i n  a 
while. He s a i d  ye:: were pretty she rp  ar,d yzu d i d n ' t  say an17-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  he thought you had some-
t h i n g  l i k e  a premonition,  j u s t  a f e e l i n g .  H e  d i d n ' t  know 
whether you d i d  o r  no t .  I wonder i f  you had t h a t  f e e l i n g ?  

A. No, t h e  only f e e l i n g  I had was t h a t  w e  ' d  b e t t e r  be 
ready- o r  they '11 be ready f o r  us. 

MR WEST: J u s t  one more ques t ion  about t h e  o rde r s  of Captain 
MEDINA t o  Lieu tenant  CALLEY t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  Were you 
with  Lieu tenant  CALLEY a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I was nearby,  c l o s e  enough t o  h e a r  it. 

Q Was SLEDGE c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  was 
it John WOOD? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  SLEDGE was; I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
though. 

Q - SLEDGE t o l d  us he had t h e  p l a toon  r a d i o ,  t h e  p la -  
toon n e t .  
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A. Tha t  w a s  t h e  r a d i o  it came ove r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
who w a s  c a r r y i n g  it. I do know he was t h e  RTO. 

Q W e l l ,  WOOD c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  com-
pany n e t  and he t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA ove r  t h a t .  Of course ,  
John WOOD i s  dead,  W e  c a n ' t  ask him. 

COL MILLER: When t h i s  o r d e r  came through t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  
were you p r e t t y  w e l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  was t h e r e  much 
l e f t  t o  k i l l  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. When he  s a i d  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  t h a t  w a s  a f t e r  w e  
had s h o t  t h o s e  people  t h e r e  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q - You w e r e  a l l  the way through t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h i s  
t ime? 

A. Y e s .  I t  was a f t e r  we  had doubled back and came 
through t h e  d i t c h  and a f t e r  he had s h o t  t h o s e  people  i n  t h e  
d i t c h .  

Q Over n e a r  where you s a w  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right .  

MR WEST: M r .  STANLEY, w e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  he lp ing  
us  today.  You've given u s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of in format ion  which 
willhelp us nllt,-.. t h i s  t h i n g  together; If you can t h i n k  o f  
any th ing  else once you g e t  home t h a t  might h e l p  u s ,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m y o u .  Also,  i f  you wrote  any l e t t e r s  
home t h a t  might have t h e  s t o r y  i n  them o r  anyth ing  of t h a t  
na tu re .  Would you l i k e  t o  add anyth ing  o r  make any s t a t emen t s  
b e f o r e  we c l o s e  up t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A* No. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1535 hour s ,  24 January  
1970.) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1550 hours ,  24 January 
1970.) -

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  The fol lowing 
persons a r e  p resen t :  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP. 

M r .  STANLEY, again I 'd l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you 
are s t i l l  under oath. 

M r .  STANLEY, i n  f r o n t  of you i s  an a e r i a l  photo- 
graph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding areas .  I n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  in terv iew,  I 'd l i k e  t o  s e e  i f ,  t o  the  bes t  of your 
knowledge, we can t r a c e  your rou te  through My Lai  ( 4 )  and 
l i s t  down t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  events  t h a t  occurred.  I n  t h e  
second p o r t i o n  of t h i s  in terv iew,  I ' l l  show you some p i c t u r e s  
i n  which w e ' l l  t r y  t o  see i f  you can i d e n t i f y  some of the  
p i c t u r e s  and poss ib ly  i n d i c a t e  where they may have been loca-
t e d  on t h i s  map. 

M r .  STANLEY, would you show on t h i s  photograph the  
approximate a r e a  where you landed on t h e  16th  of March, 1968? 

(The witness  i n d i c a t e d  a l o c a t i o n  t h a t  was marked 
LZ .) 

What happened a f t e r  you g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers? 

A. We s t a r t e d  moving, go t  on the  main t r a i l  and moved 
down the  t r a i l ,  my squad, and we were pushing through the  
brush and everything.  And everybody was f i r i n g ,  shooting. 

Q- Everybody was shoot ing a s  you w e r e  going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where would you say the  approximate a r e a  would be 
that you went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ?  

(Witness ind ica ted  a l o c a t i o n . )  

So you go t  i n  j u s t  about he re  somewhere? What was 
t h e  first key even t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  
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A. The f i r s t  key t h i n g  I can remember i s  where BOYCE 
came up with t h i s  man and stabbed him i n  t h e  back with a 
bayonet. 

Q Before w e  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  M r .  STANLEY, i f  I 
r e c a l l ,  yoL mentioned something about a Vietnamese and a 
buf fa lo  t h a t  w e r e  sho t .  Where d i d  t h i s  occur? 

A. About r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a l o c a t i o n  on t h e  
photo, which i s  marked 1). 
Q - Point  1w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY observed a man with a b u f f a l o  being s h o t .  Okay, M r .  
STANLEY, from t h e r e  you en te red  the v i l l a g e  and proceeded 
down the  t r a i l .  Continue from t h e r e .  

A. We moved down u n t i l  we came up t o  t h i s  wel l  where 
w e  had he ld  up f o r  a while .  

Q Where i s  the  approximate l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  wel l?  

(Witness ind ica ted .  ) 

So from t h e  time you entered  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which was 
i n  the  western p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e ,  you moved i n  a southeast-
e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  toward t h i s  wel l .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right. 

Q - What occurred a t  t h i s  wel l?. . 

A, Near t h e  w e l l  a boy came up with a Vietnamese person1 
and he stabbed him i n  the  back with h i s  b a y o ~ , e t .  

Q. This w a s  BOYCE t h a t  stabbed t h e  man? 

A. Right. 

Q Anything e l s e  occur  a t  the  we l l ?  

A. Then he grabbed an o ld  man s tanding  near the  well 
and threw him i n  t h e  wel l  and then dropped a hand grenade on 
him. 

Q He threw t h e  man i n  the  we l l  and threw a grenade
i n  behind him? 
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A. Correct. 

Q P o i n t  2 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY observed BOYCE s t a b  a man i n  t h e  back and a l s o  
saw him throw a man i n  t h e  wel l  and then  throw a grenade i n  
a f t e r  him. P o i n t  2 i s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where the  w e l l  
is loca ted  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i .  Okay, M r .  STANLEY, d id  
anything else i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happen i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. The next  t h i n g  I seen w a s  when WEST came up with 
a group of people.  

Q M r .  STANLEY, what e l s e  d i d  you observe i n  t h e  a rea  
of t h i s  we l l ?  

A. . Somebody brought an o l d  man, but  I d o n ' t  know who 
it was, and s h o t  him i n  t h e  head. 

Q P o i n t  3 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY s a w  a man s h o t  i n  t h e  head. M r .  STANLEY, would you 
cont inue from the re?  What,happened? 

A. The next  t h i n g , t h a t  happened w a s  I remember Sergeant  
MITCHELL throwing a grenade i n  t h e  hootch. 

Q. That hootch i s  loca ted  somewhere around here then? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. So i n  o t h e r  words, you walked from p o i n t  2 down i n  
t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Po in t  4 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY observed Sergeant MITCHELL throw a grenade i n t o  a hut .  
Did you n o t i c e  i f  anybody w a s  i n  the  house or n o t ,  M r .  STAN-
LEY? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Please  continue.  

A. Then w e  moved down t o  t h e  end of t h e  t r a i l .  
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Q As you reached t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
d i d  anything occur t h e r e ?  

A. Right here  a t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  is where 
WIDMER s h o t  a Vietnamese k id  with CARTER'S .45. 

Q. DO you r e c a l l  how o ld  t h i s  boy may have been? 

A.  About 4 ,  I would say. 

Q- Poin t  5 w i l l  be t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where M r .  
STANLEY observed WIDMER shoot a 4-year o l d  boy. id anything 
e l s e  occur  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Well, a t  t h e  hootch a t  the  end of the t r a i l .  That's 
where CARTER s h o t  himself a f t e r  WIDMER gave'  him h i s  .45. 

Q This i s  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  a s  you a r e  
looking a t  it, o r  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, r i g h t  here  somewhere. 

Q Poin t  6 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where CARTER 
sho t  himself .  Okay, M r .  STANLEY, anything e l s e  happen there?  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  happened was t h e  chopper landed 
&out ricjht helife. 

Q. You saw t h e  chopper a c t u a l l y  p ick  him up. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right. 

Q- Where d i d  the  chopper land? 

A. About r i g h t  here .  

Q. Poin t  7 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY observed a chopper land and pick up CARTER. Okay, 
M r .  STANLEY, d i d  anything e l s e  happen down here  t h a t  you reca l l?  

A. No. 

Q. Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  
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A. Af te r  t h a t  w a s  over ,  we doubled back and went up 
t o  t h i s  po in t .  

Q J u s t  about where t h e  w e l l  is again? 

A. Y e s .  And then we were holding up. I th ink  we 
had a break f o r  chow; I 'm no t  sure .  Anyway, WEST and some 
of h i s  men came through t h i s  way, and they had about s i x  
women and two o r  t h r e e  k i d s ,  I th ink .  And then  they t r i e d  
t o  t ake  t h e  c l o t h e s  o f f  one, and she wouldn't l e t  them. She 
was h id ing  behind some o l d e r  women, and then they s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  
waste them. " And they turned t h e i r  weapons on automatic and 
sho t  them. 

Q P o i n t  8 is  the  approximate a r e a  where M r .  STAN-
LEY , s a w  about four  women and t h r e e  ch i ld ren  sho t .  Were these  
people from from your p la toon,  M r .  STANLEY? 

A.  No, they  weren I t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  what p la toon they were with? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they were from the  2d Platoon.  

Q. M r .  STANLEY,would you then please cont- inue?  

A. Then a f t e x  t h a t ,  my squad and the  r e s t  of the  p la-
toon was moving on back t o  the  l e f t  of the  t r a i l ,  and t h e r e  
was some hootches up he re  and a l i t t l e  temple about r i g h t  
here.  

Q - Was t h i s  on the r i g h t  s i d e  o r  e a s t  s i d e  of the  t r a i l ?  

A. On t h i s  s i d e .  

Q - On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l .  What happened a t  
the  temple? 

A. There . w a s  people,  women and ch i ld ren .  I don ' t  
remember who it was, b u t  a guy s t a r t e d  shoot ing them. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  how many women and c h i l d r e n  were 
the re?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  number, bu t  it wak 15 
o r  20.  

Q. P o i n t  9 w i l l  be the  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
STANLEY saw 15 t o  20 women and c h i l d r e n  s h o t  near  a temple, 
loca ted  i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y .  M r .  STANLEY, would you 
p lease  continue? 

A .  The next  th ing ,  we pushed on through from t h e  tem-
p l e  area on t o  kind of a c l e a r i n g ,  a l a r g e  c l e a r i n g .  And 
then a bed o r  a c o t ,  an o ld  lady l y i n g  on it and a p r i e s t  
stopped t h e r e  praying. ' ~ n dI was about i n  t h i s  a r e a  and 
Lieutenant  CALLEY was over here  by t h e  p r i e s t .  And he s e n t  
f o r  me over t h e  r a d i o ,  and he wanted nae t o  i n t e r p r e t  what 
t h i s  p r i e s t  was t r y i n g  t o  say and what was going on. So I 
did .  And then he pushed them and t o l d  them he w a s  a VC 
and s h o t  them. 

Q You saw Lieutenant  CALLEY shoot  t h i s  p r i e s t ?  

A, Y e s .  With MEADLO'S weapon. 

Q With MEADLO'S weapon? Po in t  10 w i l l  be t h e  approx-
imate a rea  where M r .  STANLEY saw Lieutenant  CALLEY shoot  a 
p r i e s t .  M r .  STANLEY, d i d  anything e l s e  happen t h e r e ?  

A. Then the  rest of the = l ~ t c z n~ 2 srcunding u= all 
t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then Lieutenant  CALLEY ordered 
them t o  b r ing  them over  where he was, and then  they had the 
people t h e r e  and Lieutenant  CALLEY l e f t  and then  when he 
came back they must have known what he meant. 

Q He brought a group of people up t h e r e .  How many
people were i n  t h i s  group? 

A,  I Id say about 75. 

Q What happened t o  t h i s  group? 

A. Lieutenant  CALLEY had them ordered i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
pushed them i n  a d i t c h .  

Q. He had them a l l  pushed i n  the  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s .  And ordered the  men t o  shoot .  
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a - Did they shoot? 

A. Right. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who d i d  the  shoot ing? 

A. The only people I can remember i s  MEADLO, LAWRENCE, 
and t h a t ' s  t h e  only one I can remember a t  t h e  moment. 

Q Now, where's  t h e  genera l  l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

(Witness ind ica ted  l o c a t i o n . )  

I'll d r a w  a b i g  c i r c l e  he re ,  and t h i s  would be the  
approximate a r e a  where you a l s o  saw Lieutenant  CALLEY shoot  
t h i s  p r i e s t ,  then. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Po in t  11 w i l l  be the  approximate l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
d i t ch . '  This i s  were you saw about 75 people k i l l e d .  Po in t  
1 2  w i l l  be t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where M r .  STANLEY saw 
about 75 people s h o t  i n  t h i s  d i t c h .  M r .  STANLEY, d i d  any-
t h i n g  e l s e  happen here?  

A. The next  t h i n g  I remember was they t o l d  us t h a t  a 
chopper w a s  going t o  land,  and t h e  chopper landed about r i g h t  
i n  t h e  same area .  

Q - Chopper landed i n  t h e  same a r e a  near t h i s  d i t c h .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. W e  s e t  up a  per imeter .  

Q You set up a  per imeter  defense up t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - M r .  STANLEY, you saw t h i s  chopper land.  Do you
know t h e  reason why it landed t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  reason,  bu t  I know he was 
saying something t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY. A l l  I could see  w a s  
a hand po in t ing  a t  him. 
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Q. DO you know approximately how long he s t ayed  the re?  

A. He only s tayed about 5 minutes. 

Q And he j u s t  took o f f  again? 

A. Yes. 

Q He d i d n ' t  t ake  anybody with him? 

A. No, I didn 't s e e  him take anybody. 

Q. Po in t  13  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  the  approximate a r e a  where 
t h e  chopper landed. For the  record ,  l e t  it show t h a t  Po in t s  
1 0 ,  11, 12, and 13 a r e  a l l  genera l ly  loca ted  i n  t h e  same area ,  
s i g n i f i e d  by t h e  c i r c l e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  
Did anything e l s e  happen while you were a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  
STANLEY? 

A. No. 

Q Would you p lease  continue from t h e r e ?  

A, Then we moved over t o  t h i s  o t h e r  wooded a rea .  Then 
our  squad was ordered t o  go back and a s s i s t  t h e  3d Platoon 
i n  burning t h e  village. 

Q - You moved t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet, sou theas t  of 
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and then you say your squad was ordered t o  go 
back i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and then t o  burn the  v i l l a g e ?  Is t h a t  . 
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, 

Q A s  you were moving o u t ,  i n  what d i r e c t i o n  d i d  the  
p la toons  of t h e  company move? You went i n  s o r t  of a south-
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  even t s  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l  t h a t  happened while you were i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. 
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Q Okay, M r .  STANLEY, a t  t h i s  t ime,  I ' l l  show you the  
photographs which you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  some-
t h i n g  about.  Would you p lease  t e l l  me what you recognize 
about t h e s e  photographs? I show you Exhibits P-6,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  
10,  11, and 12. What do you recognize about t h i s  s e r i e s  of 
p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Tha t ' s  the  i n c i d e n t  where CARTER s h o t  h imsel f ,  and 
t h a t  I s  me bandaging h i s  leg .  

Q. Which one i s  you on P-6? 

(Witness ind ica ted .  ) 

On P-6 you a r e  the  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  
photograph with a joker card i n  your s t e e l  pot .  Is t h i s  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You're ca r ry ing  t h e  rope pack t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you recall 'w'hessthis happened? 

A .  I w a s  i n  the  same a rea ,  a t  t h e  edge of the  
v i l l a g e  by t h e  hootch. 

Q. Would t h i s  be i n  the  same genera l  v i c i n i t y  where 
p o i n t  6 w a s  loca ted?  

A. Right. 

Q. How about 7? 

A. That 's  the  same th ing .  

Q - Are you i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

Q You a r e  the  person on the  extreme r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  
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Q With your back t o  the  camera? What do you recog-
n i z e  about P-8? 

A. Tha t ' s  CARTER being taken ca re  of by t h e  medic, 
g iv ing  him. morphine. 

Q. DO you recognize any of t h e  people i n  the  p i c t u r e ?  

A. That I s  Captain MEDINA, Sergeant  PHU, Roy WOOD. 

Q Captain MEDINA is t h e  person i n  t h e  c e n t e r  with the 
c a p t a i n ' s  b a r s  t a l k i n g  on t h e  telephone? 

A. Y e s .  

Q.  Sergeant  PHU is  s tanding  by t h e  b r i c k  w a l l  t o  the 
r i g h t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Roy WOOD is  t h e  person t o  the  f a r  l e f t  of the  
bui ld ing  s tanding  up, s tanding near a t r e e .  Is t h a t  co r rec t?  

A. Yes. That I s  GRESZIK. 

Q e  GRESZIK i s  s i t t i n g  on the  l e f t ,  s i t t i n g  down with 
t h e  s t e e i  p o t  o f f .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. D o  you know who t h a t  i s ?  

A.  Tha t ' s  MURRAY. 

Q. MURRAY is  s tanding  next  t o  Captain MEDINA, with 
t h e  r ad io?  

A. Right. 

This i s  CARTER s i t t i n g  down here  being t r e a t e d ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Where w a s  t h i s  loca t ion?  
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A. Tha t ' s  i n  t h e  same place .  

Q Same place as 6 and 7? 

A. Y e s .  

A. Tha t ' s  WIDMER. 

Q. WIDMER1s on the  r i g h t ,  CARTER i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  MORROW 
on t h e  far l e f t ?  

A. They were ca r ry ing  CARTER t o  t h e  chopper. 

Q - This bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  extreme l e f t  here .  Is t h i s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same v i c i n i t y  where 6 ,  7 ,  and 8 are loca ted?  

A. Y e s ,  

What do you recognize about 11 and 12? 

A. P-11 i s  MORROW car ry ing  CARTER t o  t h e  chopper, and 
12 i s  t h e  guys p u t t i n g  CARTER i n  t h e  chopper. 

Q. P-33? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  same a r e a  as where t h e  temple is. 

Q. D i d  you see t h i s  scene here? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  being My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. P-34, what do you recognize up t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  same a r e a  as t h e  temple. 

Q. D i d  you s e e  these  bodies? 

A. Y e s .  

Q P-38, what do you recognize here? 
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A. - 1 remember see ing  those  two k i d s  be ing  s h o t  on 
t h e  t r a i l .  

Q* You saw P-38? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - This  i s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Right. 

Q *  Could you l o c a t e  t h i s  on t h e  map? 

A. I n  t h a t  same c l e a r i n g .  

Q. This  i s  on t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

A. This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  people t h a t  WEST s h o t .  

Q- So P-40 i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  you s a w ,  and t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
people t h a t  were l a t e r  k i l l e d  nea r  t h e  w e l l .  This  i s  also 
i n d i c a t e d  by p o i n t  8 on t h e  photo here.  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q P-66, what do you recognize? 

A. The r a d i o  'man looks a l i t t l e  l i k e  MURRAY. 

Q MURRAY on t h e  r i g h t  with a radio?  

A. Y e s .  And t h a t ' s  Roy WOOD. 

Q Roy WOOD i s  t h e  person on t h e  l e f t  c e n t e r ,  behind 
t h e  Vietnamese personnel t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. T h a t ' s  Sergeant BACON. 

Q. Sergeant  BACON on t h e  extreme l e f t ?  

A. And Sergeant PHU. 
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Q Sergeant  PHU i s  t h e  Vietnamese person on the  l e f t .  
D i d  you see  t h i s  scene? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q o Is t h i s  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q M r .  STANLEY, o t h e r  than t h e  photographs t h a t  we 
have noted on t h e  map here  and the  ones you've i d e n t i f i e d ,  
are t h e r e  any o t h e r  photos t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y ?  

A. N o .  

Q- IS t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  now, 
t h a t  we have n o t  p u t  on t h i s  map? 

9 Mr. STANLEY, i f  everything on t h i s  photo here  i s  
c o r r e c t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your memory, I 'would ask you a t  t h i s  
t i m e  i f  you would s i g n  your name here  i n  t h e  upper lef t -hand 
corner.  

(The witness  s igned t h e  a e r i a l  photograph P-1 
which he had marked.) 

The photograph t h a t  was s igned by M r .  STANLEY was 
prepared from memory a t  Washington, D.C. ,  24 January 1970, and 
i s  entered  i n t o  the  record  as  Exh ib i t  P-192. M r .  STANLEY, 
M r .  WEST has  a l ready asked you about t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you 
may have rece ived  i n  handling p r i soners  of war and the  t r e a t -
ment of noncombatants. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you two e x h i b i t s  
here ,  M-2 and M-3. M-2 i s  t h e  "Nine Rules" and M-3 is  
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands. " Now, these  a r e  Xeroxed copies  of 
cards.  I would ask you t o  look a t  these  and l e t  me know i f  
you have ever  rece ived  these  cards  o r  i f  you have ever  seen 
these  cards? 

A. I have. 

9 You have a c t u a l l y  seen both of these  cards?  

A. Yes. 

Did you rece ive  t h e s e  cards?  
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A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q When d i d  you rece ive  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  da te .  

Q Did you rece ive  them when you were i n  Hawaii or  
Vietnam? 

A. Vietnam. 

Q Where were these  i s sued  t o  you? 

A. I th ink  it was on Dot t i e .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  you a t  t h e  time 
these  were handed ou t?  

A. No, we  w e r e  j u s t  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  read them and keep 
them, 

Q M r .  STANLEY, t h i s  concludes t h e  in terv iew.  Is there  
anything e l s e  which you would l i k e  t o  state o r  have perhaps 
fo rgo t t en  and now r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q. M r .  STANLEY, w e  again apprec ia te  your coming i n  
today. You have been most h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  g iv ing  us a v a s t  
amount of information.  We apprec ia te  your coming here  today. 
This concludes t h i s  in terv iew and t he  hear ing  is  recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1707 hours ,  24 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BERNHARDT: Michael A . ,  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, Second Squad, 
Second P la toon ,  C / 1 / 2 0 ,  Task Force Barker .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

a. T r a i n i n g  i n  ~ a w a i i .  

BERLVHARDT was n o t  t r a i n e d  w i t h  ~ / 1 / 2 0  i n  Hawaii 
because he was a member 01 t h e  LRRF cczpazy end was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C Company two weeks b e f o r e  moving t o  
Vietnam (pg. 3 6 ) .  PW t r e a t m e n t  was t a u g h t  i n  t h e  LRRP 
company, b u t  he  had no th ing  on handl ing  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 3 7 ) .  

b. T r a i n i n s  i n  Vietnam. 

When t h e  u n i t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, from Hawaii, 
t hey  landed i n  Danang and moved from t h e r e  t o  ~ u cPho 
(pg. 3 6 ) .  From Duc Pho they  went t o  Carantan nea r  LZ 
Bronco, where t hey  set  up a bunker l i n e  and had a few 
problem t r a i n i n g  mis s ions .  This  would c o n s i s t  of a model 
Vietnamese v i l l a g e  and e x e r c i s e s  w i t h  t h e  2d ARVN d i v i s i o n  
pe r sonne l  a c t i n g  t h e  r o l e  of VC. They a l s o  a t t ended  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  NCO academy where t hey  had classes i n  
h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  and s c o u t  dogs (pg. 3 7 ) .  

c. H i s  knowledge of  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

I n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and AIT, he had i n s t r u c t i o n s  
i n  t r e a t m e n t  of  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  (pg. 3 7 ) .  I n  Vietnam, h e  
d i d  n o t  ask  how t o  t r e a t  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  3 7 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
he unders tood t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between c i v i l a i n s  and non-combat- 
a n t s  and f e l t  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY or Cap ta in  MEDINA could 
n o t  have provided  him w i t h  a b e t t e r  answer t h a n  h e  had (pg. 3 8 )  
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H e  r e l a t e d  a p r i o r  i n c i d e n t  where he o rde red  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  t o  "Dung La i"  and they  k e p t  going u n t i l  he f i r e d  
over  t h e i r  heads .  CALLEY t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  "o ld  man" s a i d  
if they  do n o t  s t o p  when you o r d e r  them t o ,  you shoo t  them 
(pg. 3 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  "o ld  man" meant t h e  company 
commander o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander (pg.  3 8 ) .  He f e l t  
from a  p r i o r  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  MEDINA t h a t  he had t o  make 
h i s  own d e c i s i o n s  r ega rd ing  c i v i l i a n s  because M E D I N A ' s  
r e a c t i o n  was n o t  what he thought  he should  g e t  (pg .  3 9 ) .  
Company p o l i c y  had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  handl ing  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg.  3 9 ) ,  and s i n c e  t h e i r  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  was known and n o t  
commented on he d i d  n o t  ask L ieu tenan t  BROOKS how t o  do i t  
(pg.  4 0 ) .  H e  d i d -  n o t  t h i n k  he was i s s u e d ,  no r  had he 
seen  E x h i b i t s  M - 2  and M-3, wh i l e  i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  48)  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g .  

I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March, MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  were t o  be des t royed .  This  
would have inc luded  Py L a i  ( 4 )  , ( 5 ), and ( 6 )  i n  t h e  a r e a  
known as P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  "no innocen t  civilian^'^ 
were i n  t h e  a r e a  which t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  meant everyone 
w a s  VC (pg.  2 ) .  If he was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be  
gone t o  market  it d i d  n o t  make an impress ion because he 
f e l t  he  had never  seen  a  v i l l a g e  where a l l  noncombatants 
were gone (pg.  2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  mention was made 
of o r d e r s  from h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a l though r e f e r e n c e  
w a s  made t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sou rces  (pg.  3 )  . The enemy 
s i t u a t i o n  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  b u t  he d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  what it w a s  (pg. 3) . He f e l t  t h a t  M E D I N A  inf lamed 
t h e  men (pg.  5)  . He a l s o  recallfd a  memorial s e r v i c e  but 
d i d  n o t  remember who conducted it (pg. 3 )  . Lieu tenan t  
BROOKS d i d  n o t  b r i e f  t h e  p l a toon  (pg. 7 ) .  BERLUHARDT f e l t  
t h a t  f o r m a l i t i e s  were d i spensed  wi th  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
and t h a t  it w a s  a "mob scene" .  I f  they  sp read  o u t  and 
mainta ined u n i t  i n t e q r i t y  it would be okay {pg. 7 ) .  H e  
f e  - t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  were n o t  ambiguous b u t  meant n o t  t o  
"worry about"  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  2 9 )  . 

b. The mood of t h e  men i n  h i s  u n i t .  

He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  f e l t  they  were neg lec t ed  
a s  s o l d i e r s  and they  were unsucces s fu l  i n  most t h i n g s  t hey  
had done (pg. 4 )  . The VC had e luded  them (pg. 4 )  . H e  
r e c a d  a p r i o r  i n c i d e n t  o f  2 0  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 5 )  , and MEDINA gave 
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t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e i r  chance t o  g e t  
back a t  t h e  people  who had been shoo t ing  them and who had 
caused r e c e n t  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 5 ) .  He c i t e d  an 
i n c i d e n t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  where t h e  u n i t  was n o t  al lowed beyond 
t h e  fence  made o f  yel low Icani/sters O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  fence  were t h e  ba r r acks  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e c t i o n s  
f o r  t r o o p s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  men i n  t h e  
u n i t  g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  they  w e r e  " t o o  d i r t y  and grubby and low" 
t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  fence .  H e  f e l t  as though they  were 
t r e a t e d  l i k e  t h i r d  c l a s s  s o l d i e r s  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  opined t h e  
s t a t e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  u n i t  was n o t  good, because they  
d i d  n o t  respond t o  o r d e r s  (pg. 2 6 ) ,  and many d i d  n o t  do t h e i r  
s h a r e  i n  an engagement (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  
when t h e  u n i t  e n t e r e d  a v i l l a g e  they  would m i s t r e a t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s .  By mis t rea tment  he  meant s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s ,  
d e s t r o y i n g  p r o p e r t y ,  b e a t i n g  t h e  people ,  r a p e s ,  and some 
shoo t ings  (pg. 26) . MEDINA had t h e  conf idence  and r e s p e c t  
of t h e  men, always exp res s ing  concern about  them (pg. 27) . 
H e  f e l t  t h i s  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  MEDINA was o l d e r  than  
most c a p t a i n s  (pg. 2 8 ) .  MEDINA had an extreme d i s l i k e  f o r  
t h e  Vietnamese ( c f .  , i n f r a  6b,  "Dink Complex") , and 
p o s s i b l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  people  were n o t  worth t h e  dea th  of  
t h e  men (pg.  28) . H e  thought  t h e  men took o u t  t h e i r  
f r u s t & i o n s  and revenged t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t hey  s u f f e r e d  (pg.291, 
and he  s t a t e d  t h e  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s  could  n o t  be a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  j u s t  a "few v i o l e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s "  (pg. 30 )  . 

I 

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  immediately a f t e r  l and ing .  

H i s  squad went i n  on t h e  second l i f t  (pgs .  7,491. 
H e  left t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  door  n e a r e s t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 4 9 ) .  They landed w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and proceeded 
east (pgs .  9 ,  48) . They were 100 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 4 9 ) .  H e  proceeded t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  boundary (pg. 501, 

when he was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  CP because he had a rope  (pgs.  
9 ,  45, 5 0 ) .  The CP w a s  up a g a i n s t  a hedgerow o r  a bank 
t o  t h e  sou thwes t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  5 1 ) .  He used h i s  rope 
t o  t u g  a t  a box which was suspec t ed  t o  be booby t r apped .  I t  
was n o t .  I t  conta ined  a sma l l  Sony r a d i o  and some medical  
s u p p l i e s  (pgs .  9 ,  51,  5 2 ) .  P r e s e n t  i n  t h e  CP a t  t h i s  t ime 
was MEDINA, L ieu tenan t  ALAUX and p o s s i b l y  one o f f i c e r  
t h a t  he  had never  seen  be fo re  (pg.  5 2 ) .  This  took 
approximately  15 minutes  and he  a t tempted  t o  r e j o i n  h i s  
p l a toon  (pgs. 1 0 ,  5 2 ) .  Back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he saw a  group 
rounded up,  p l aced  i n  a  l a r g e  h o l e  i n  t h e  ground and s h o t  
(pg.  10) . The people  looked l i k e  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  
men. He w a s  p o s s i b l y  20 ya rds  away. The s o l d i e r s  f i r i n g  
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used t h e  M-79 grenade launcher  and a l s o  d i r e c t - f i r e  weapons 
p g  11). He w a s  n o t  s u r e  whom he d i d  s e e  a l though  t h e r e  w a s  
a l a r g e  group o f  s o l d i e r s  involved  (pg.  1 2 ) .  

b. Proceeding through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

, H i s  p l a toon  had a l r e a d y  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
he aga in  m e t  t h e  h a d q u a r t e r s  group (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 2 )  . He 
proceeded w i t h  t h e  CP group. Once he heard  MEDINA on t h e  
r a d i o  s ay  t o  h a l t  t h e  shoo t ing  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  BERNHARDT 
d i d  n o t  remember anyth ing  being s a i d  ahout  burn ing  t h e  
hootches  (pg.  1 2 ) .  ~ u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  he s a w  a woman i n  
a f i e l d  p i ck ing  r i c e .  MEDINA l i f t e d  h i s  r i f l e ,  looked down 
t h e  b a r r e l ,  p u l l e d  t h e  t r i g g e r ,  t h e  r i f l e  went o f f ,  and t h e  
woman f e l l  down (pg.  13)  . BEKNHARDT w a s  1 0 0  ya rds  away. 
H e  saw MEDINA walk c l o s e r  t o  t h e  woman and f i r e  rounds i n t o  
h e r  from about  t h r e e  t o  s i x  f e e t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  The woman was 
a l i v e  o r  b r e a t h i n g  h e a v i l y  and t h a t  was a l l  (pg.  1 4 ) .  I n  an 
r e - a t  t n e  sou tne rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he saw an un- 
known nu*er o f  bod ie s  i n  a long d i t c h  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ,  5 6 ) .  H e  
a l s o  saw t h e  men throwing banana t r e e s  i n t o  a w e l l  and 
dropping a hand grenade i n t o  it. He d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  
was t h e  same as t h e  photograph of t h e  man i n  t h e  w e l l  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recognize  E x h i b i t  P-41 a s  t o  l o c a t i o n  
b u t  f e l t  it w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  way people  were " l a i d  
o u t "  (pg. 1 6 ) .  A l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of bodies  w a s  nea r  
tile l o c a t i o n  from which CARTER w d s  evacuated (pgs.  55,  56,  
80) . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  CARTER shoo t  himself  (pg.  15)  , b u t  he 
w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and he lped  t h e  o t h e r  men p u t  CARTER on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  15)  . He f e l t  t h a t  approximately  30 
minutes e l a p s e d  from t h e  t i m e  CARTER was wounded and t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  medevac'd him (pg. 4 7 ) .  He i d e n t i f i e d  numerous 
photographs t aken  i n  t h e  a r e a  where CARTER w a s  wounded and 
evacuated from ( c f .  E x h i b i t  l i s t ,  P-6 t h r u  P-12 i n f r a ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  procedures  f o r  body c o u n m  s ta te  
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  see anyone he thought  might have been a VC 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  He saw s e v e r a l  American type  weapons 
cap tured  (pg.  17) . He thought  they  s t a y e d  o u t  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  two n i g h t s  a t  l e a s t ,  l a a g e r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  
i n  a g raveyard  (pg.  1 8 ) .  There were no major a c t i v i t i e s  
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  H i s  u n i t  went down i n t o  a 
wate r  area and w a s  n o t i f i e d  they  were e i t h e r  o u t  of o r  i n  
a r t i l l e r y  range ,  he d i d  n o t  know which,and t h a t  t hey  
should move c l o s e r  t o  D o t t i e  (pg.  18)  . He thought  t h e  w a t e r '  
a r e a  w a s  s o u t h e a s t  (pg.  1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any- 
one from B Company d u r i n g  t h e  l a a g e r  (pg.  74) . 
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4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  I n q u i r i e s  by a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r .  

He thouc&t a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  landed on LZ D o t t i e  
and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men about what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had been s e n t  away because he might have 
s a i d  something t o  damage t h e  company (pg. 2 0 )  . Sergeant  
BUCHANON spoke wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r ,  who he t h i n k s  was a 
c o l o n e l  (pg. 20) . BERHNARDT knew t h a t  HENDERSON was t h e  
b r igade  commander, b u t  on ly  saw him once (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  see t h e  person who asked t h e  q u e s t i o n s  because he was 
n o t  p r e s e n t  (pg.  3 3 ) ,  no r  d i d  he  see BARKER a t  My La i  (4 )  
on 16 March (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  knew what 
had happened, b u t  was prob ing  f o r  a r e a c t i o n  t o  it. This  
i d e a  ne ga the red  from what men had t o l d  him (pg. 351 . 
The c o l o n e l  i n t e rv i ewed  t h e  men a t  LZ D o t t i e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t hey  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  f i e l d  (pg.  3 6 ) .  

MEDINA warns BERNHARDT n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

A t  LZ D o t t i e ,  MEDINA, having t h e  impress ion t h a t  
BERNHARDT was going t o  w r i t e  t o  a congressman, adv ised  him 
n o t  t o  do it. BERNHARDT did n o t  know where MEDINA g o t  
t h a t  i d e a  (pg.  2 4 )  . I f  MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
and t o l d  them n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  it d i d  n o t  make 
an impress ion on BERNHARDT, and he  did n o t  remember it 
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  did- remember M E D I N A  say ing  he would back t h e  
men up i f  anyone g o t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  (pg. 25) . But he did  n o t  
recal l  be ing  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  did n o t  know o f  anyone who t r i e d  t o  suppress  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 2 ) .  

5.  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

BERNHARDT s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  because 
i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  he d i d  n o t  have someone t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  
t o .  H e  f e l t  - t h a t  e i t h e r  people  would n o t  b e l i e v e  it, f o r  
t h e r e  w a s  n o t  enough evidence t o  back t h e  s t o r y ,  o r  e l s e  
t h a t  people  who d i d  encourage it would s e e  him d i s c r e d i t e d  
(pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h e r e  was no one t o  t e l l  excep t  t h e  
people  i n  t h e  company. H e  had a few o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o n t a c t  
b r i g a d e  l e v e l  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know whom t o  go t o  
(pg. 3 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he  knew t h a t  people  on h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
knew about  it and w e r e  n o t  s ay ing  anyth ing  (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  
could n o t  unders tand  how t h e  n e x t  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  
would n o t  know about it. H e  hea rd  t h a t  a c o l o n e l  had asked 
about  i t  and he f e l t  t h a t  it was known about  a t  b r igade  
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l e v e l  (pg. 3 3 ) .  I l e  f u r t h e r  f e l t -  t h a t  a l l  o f  h i s  d i r e c t  
s u p e r i o r s  were p r e s e n t  a t  My La i  (4) and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e ,  
they  knew about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 1 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
IG,being on d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  would probably have a l r e a d y  known 
about  it because he f e l t  t h a t  h ighe r  l e v e l s  would have 
t o  have known (pgs.  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The o the r '  men i n  h i s  squ.ad. 

He named t h e  fo l lowing  personne l  a s  be ing  members 
of  h i s  squad:  Kenneth SCHIEL, t h e  squad l e a d e r ;  Gary 
CROSSLEY; Diego RODRIQUEZ; Lee TREVINO;  and Esequ ia l  TORRES. 

BEN'HARDT s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  u n i t  
could be  c a l l e d  a "dink complex". H i s  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  w a s  
t h a t  t h e  i d e a  of war is n o t  t o  k i l l  o f f  t h e  enemy b u t  t o  make 
then1 want t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  o r  e l i m i n a t e  h i s  means o f  
f i g h t i n g  (pg .  2 1 ) .  Me f e l t  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  j u s t  b r e d  more VC (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
l i n g u i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  added t o  a l a c k  of  communication 
(pg.  2 1 )  , and t h a t  t h e  men regarded  t h e  Vietnamese a s  less 
than  human (pg.  2 2 ) .  The popu la t ion  of  South Vietnam, he 
f e l t ,  a l s o  became t h e  whipping boy f o r  t h e  f ~ u s t r a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  22) . He t o l d  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  "an i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t "  b u t  t h a t  he r e a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  it 
happened a l l  ove r  Vietnam b u t  he  had no proof of  t h i s  and 
he a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  it would n o t  h e l p  t o  s t a t e  t o  t h e  p r e s s  
t h a t  it w a s  a common occurre'Ace (pg.  22) . I i e  f e l t  t h a t  
MEDINA would " j u s t  as soon k i l l  tnem (Vietnamese) a s  look 
a t  them, i f  he  could  g e t  away wi th  i t" (pg.  28) , because 
of  h i s  extreme d i s l i k e  f o r  them. He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  members 
of  h i s  u n i t  knew t h a t  he disapproved of  mis t rea tment  of  
c i v i l i a n s  and would n o t  m i s t r e a t  them i n  h i s  p resence  
(pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was anyone i n  t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s l i k e d  him and f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was n o t  t o o  much f r i c t i o n  between nimself  and o t h e r  members 
of t h e  company, o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had a 
disagreement  on how t o  handle  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs .  4 0 ,  4 1 )  . H e  
f e l t  t h a t  h i s  op in ion  of M E D I N A ' s  d i s l i k e  was a cons ide red  
op in ion  t o  which he had g iven  thought  (pg.  4 2 ) .  I t  was 
based on M E D I N A 1 s  comments about  t h e  South Vietnamese and 
he t h i n k s  it was a " r a c i a l  t h i n g "  towards them (pg.  42) . 
H e  c i t d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e r e  was a r ape  which was 
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r e p o r t e d  on ly  because of a  South Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  

and t h a t  t h i s  w a s  one of t h e  few t imes  t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  

l i k e  t h i s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  h i g h e r  than  t h e  company l e v e l  

(pg. 4 3 ) .  H e  had p e r s o n a l l y  seenNwornen raped ,  s t u f f  s t o l e n ,  

and c i v i l i a n s  bea ten"  (pg. 4 4 ) ,  and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  company 

should  have known about  t h e s e  t h i n g s  (pg. 43) . 


c. S e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t e d  by a p i l o t .  

BERNHARDT made mention of  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  which 

was i n i t i a t e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  was n o t  THOMPSON. 

This  o t h e r  p i l o t  was k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e rwards  and t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was dropped (pg.  23) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  someone 


w a s t r y i n g  t o  convince t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  THOMPSON i n i t i a t e d  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 23) , b u t  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
THOMPSON d i d  (pg. 24) . 

d .  Marijuana.  

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  some of t h e  men had been 

smoking mar i juana ,  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  it had anyth ing  

t o  do wi th  the o p e r a t i o n .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  any of t h e  

men were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of it a t  t h e  t ime (pg. 2 5 ) .  


. e .  J u n i o r  o f f i c e r s .  

He i d e n t i f i e d  o t h e r  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  

the My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  a s  be ing  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX, an a r t i l l e r y  

o f f i c e r  who never  wore any r ank ;  and two o t h e r s :  one a 

m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ;  and t h e  o t h e r  an o l d e r  one 

who d i d  n o t  have on l n s i g n i a  of rank .  


f .  BERNHARDTts own p r i s o n e r .  

I n  i d e n t i f y i n g  E x h i b i t  P-'22, he s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  
a photo of  a  p r i s o n e r  named PHON who was i n  h i s  charge and 
who was given  t o  him sometime a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  
(pgs .  6 9 ,  7 0 ) .  The man was tagged w i t h  a  p i e c e  of card-

board  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was a VC s u s p e c t  (pgs.  70, 7 1 ) .  
He k e p t  nim from t h e  t ime t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was over  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  u n t i l  b e f o r e  he  went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  t h a t  evening 
a t  which p o i n t  he r e l e a s e d  him t o  o t h e r s  t o  be  p u t  w i th  the  
rest of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 72) . H e  did n o t  know whether 
the man w a s  t u rned  over  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  what 
happened t o  him (pgs .  72, 73)  . 
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g.  Co Lay. 

(pg. 2 3 )  
H e  knew 
. 

of  no i n c i d e n t  occur r in f ;  i n  Co Lay (2) 

h.  Sketch showing My Lai  l o c a t i o n s .  

While b e i n g  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by Colonel  WILSON, t h e  
w i tnes s  made a s k e t c h  (pg. 55) , on which he  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  a r e a  from which CARTER was evacua ted ,  h i s  approach t o  
t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  l a r g e  number of b o d i e s ,  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of  t e r r a i n  t h a t  he remembered. 
T h i s  was r e f e r r e d  t o  from pages 55 thmugh 57 .  The s k e t c h  
was d i s c a r d e d  hy t h e  w i t n e s s  a t  t h e  complet ion of t h e  
i n t e rv i ew.  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 


M- 2 

M-.3 

P-1 

P-3 

P-6 

P-7 


P-8 

P-9 

DESCRIPTION ' 

MACV Card, "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card, "Enemy i n  
Your Hands " 

A e r i a l  photo 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Misce l laneous  Scene 

NOTES 

Not seen  b e f o r e .  

Not seen  b e f o r e .  

J sed  by w i t n e s s  
f o r  r e f e r e n c e .  
N i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
S e r s e a n t  PHO. 
CARTER i d e n t i f i e d .  
BERNHARDT i d e n t i f  ig. 

. as having t h e  rope 
and a c a r d  i n  h i s  
helmet .  WIDMER 
~ o s s i b l vi d e n t i f i e d .  
P l a c e  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  be inq  where 
CARTER wa i t ed  f o r  
medevac . 
CARTER'S f o o t  be ing  
bandaqed. P o s s i b l e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
WIDMER. P o s s i b l y  
t aken  a t  same 
p l a c e  a s  P-6 from 
a d i f f e r e n t  ang le .  

I d e n t i f i e d  as show-
i n g  CARTER wounded. 
MEDIlTA i d e n t i k i e d  . 
A b u i l d i n g  was 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  P-8. 
Cvacuatlon p o l n t  t c  
t h e  l e f t .  

WIDMER i s  on l e f t  

o f  CARTER, MAURO 

i s  on t h e  r i g h t .  

CARTER i s  be lnq  
c a r r i e d  t o  w a i t  fok 
t h e  medevac. 

PAGES 

48 

4 8  

8 . 4 8  

5 7  

58-60 

60 

6 2  

6 2  

6 3 , 6 4  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 
----T--

DESCRIPTION ' PAGES 

P-10 I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 
o f f i c e r  ( t o p  

' c e n t e r )  and t h e  
RTO, p o s s i b l y  
MURRAY, on t h e  ! 
r i g h t .  

- -
Medevac of  CARTER; I 

P-11 Miscel laneous Scene BEmHARDT I 
i d e n t i f i e d  h imse l f  1 

P-12 Miscel laneous Scene 	 h imself  a s  be ing  1 
i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .  ( 

P-14 Miscel laneous Scene 

P-16 Miscel laneous Scene 

P-18 1 ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 
1 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

7'P d e n t i f i e d  PHON, a ( 
P-22 Miscel laneous Scene 	 b r i s o n e r  i n  h i s  


charge ,  a s  be ing  

t h e  Vietnamese 


. 	 s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  base  
of a t r e e  w i thou t  
a h a t .I 

Misecl laneous Scene 	 (near  t h e  road.  79 
( ~ u il d i n g  which 

Miscel laneous Scene !was burn ing .  1 74 
I I n t e r i o r  of: P - 3 3 .  I 

Miscel laneous Scene ( r e l a t e d  t o  P - 1 6 ) .  . 7 4  
Shows two bod ie s  

Miscel laneous Scene 	 which were n o t  
recoqnized ,  b u t  
were- " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
of  what w a s  t h e r e " .  

I 	 78 
Barbed w l r e  t e n c e  

Miscel laneous Scene 	 on road was r e -
c a l l e d  I n  a r e a  
o f  CARTER'S medevz . 79 
WILLIAMS i d e n t i f  iec.  

P-62 Miscel laneous Scene 	 as t h e  man on t h e  
l e i t .  Scene n o t  
recognized .  75/76 
Wit. i d e n t i f i e d--

P-64 ~ ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  	 SMITH and MGBREEN.Scene 
I Area n o t  re-
1 cognized.  76,77 

Se rgean t  PHO 
P-66 , Miscel laneous Scene 	 i d e n t i f i e d  on l e f t .  


STANLEY i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  be ing  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r .  MURRAY 

p o s s i b l y  t h e  man 77 


Iwith t h e  r a d i o .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

Sergeant PHO 
Miscellaneous Scene 	 identified as 

having an America1 
Division patch. 

6739 11 	 Used for r e f e r e n c e ,  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BERNHARDT, Michael A. SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 2d Squad, 
2d Platoon,  C/1/20, Task Force Barker 

1. BACKGROVND AND PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND 
WARFARE. 

The wi tness  remained with t h e  company f o r  t h e  r e s t  of 
h i s  t o u r  u n t i l  November when he was placed i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
i n  Chu La i  f o r  2  weeks p r i o r  - t o  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  United 
S t z t c s  (pg. 129) .  In discnssing his treicicg in Szwzii  
wi th  t h e  70th Lonq Ranqe Reconnaissance p a t r o l  ~ e t a c h m e n t  
which was formed i s  a 2econ p a t r o l  f o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade, 
he rece ived  t r a i n i n g  which was geared f o r  Vietnam (pgs. 
125, 1 2 6 ) .  The t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii was more of  a t a c t i c a l  
n a t u r e  wi th  l i t t l e  t o  do wi th  t rea tment  of  p r i s o n e r s  o r  
c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 126-127), he s t a t e d  t h i s  was because t h e  
L R R P ' s  d i d  n o t  opera te  i n  populated a r e a s  bu t  would be of f  
where t h e r e  was only enemy (pg. 1 2 7 ) .  T h e  wi tness  was no t  
t r a i n e d  with t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  br igade  with r e spec t  
t o  t h e  r u l e s  of land warfare  (pg. 127) .  A f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  
Vietnam they went through some c l a s s e s  and were i ssued  some 
handouts, poss ib ly  pocket s i z e d  cards  (pg. 128) .  He mentioned 
they were given a h e l i c o p t e r  demonstration, dur ing  t h e i r  
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  i n  which h e l i c o p t e r s  f i r e d  i n t o  an a rea  where 
t h e r e  were groups of people and herds of c a t t l e  ipg. 128) .  
The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  Exhibi t  M-3, "The Enemy i n  Your Hands, " 
b u t  ne d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Exh ib i t s  M-2 o r  M-4 (pg. 128) .  He f e l t  
t h e  cards were handed o u t  b u t  "none of t h e  people i n  our  company 
emphasized it o r  d id  anything about i t "  (pg. 129) .  The witness  
s t a t e d  he never received an explanat ion  on how t o  r e p o r t  
improper conduct o r  v i o l a t i o n  of r e q u l a t i o n s ,  nor d i d  he seek 
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advice as  t o  hpy t o  do it (pg. 129) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
which MEDINA gave t h e  company on t h e  af te rnoon of 
15  March, he t o l d  them t h a t  they were going on an 
opera t ion ,  whek they  would encounter t h e  48th VC 
B a t t a l i o n  which w a s  t h e  u n i t  which had l a i d  mines f o r  
them and sniped a t  them, and he ou t l ined  how they  were 
going t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  , (5), and 
( 6 ) ,  and i n t o  t h e  a r e a  known a s  P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 86) .  They 
were t o l d  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e r e  
were no innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and it w a s  i n f e r r e d  
t h a t  they were t o  des t roy  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  enemy u n i t  
(pg. 8 6 ) .  MEDINA gave them a b a s i c  o u t l i n e  of t h e  e n t i r e  
opera t ion  t h e  blocking f o r c e ,  t h e  a i r  suppor t ,  and t o l d  
them t h e  landing  zone would be prepped (pg. 8 6 ) .  The 
witness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any mention of h igher  headquar ters  
b u t  f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was any o r d e r  t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  
hamlet it had t o  have come down from above (pg. 87) .  The 
wi tness  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were going t o  be too  many 
people i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  (pg. 87) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  them t o  "wipe o u t  a l l  t h e  people t h a t  
were supposed t o  be t h e r e "  (pg. 87) .  The wi tness  f e l t  
that MEDINA d id  n o t  know there were going t o  be t h a t  
many people p r e s e n t  (pg. 87) .  The wi tness  could n o t  
c l e a r l y  say what type of p i c t u r e  MEDINA drew i n  t h e  d i r t  
desc r ib ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pgs. 88, 89) .  b u t  he f e l t  it w a s  
a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and of P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 89) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA t e l l i n g  them how long t h e  
opera t ion  would l a s t ,  t h e  course of t h e  o t h e r  company, 
o r  t h e  time t h a t  it would t a k e  t o  go from one hamlet t o  
another  (pg. 9 0 ) .  The wi tness  d iscussed  t h e  mood of t h e  
men i n  t h e  company and s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  everyone had 
t h e  same genera l  impression t h a t  t h e r e  were no innocent  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  which he remembered MEDINA t e l l i n g  
them (pg. 87) .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  .were no 
innocent c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  then they would shoot  everyone 
(pg. 87) .  He agreed t h a t  poss ib ly  revenge was a reason f o r  
some of t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were 
fol lowing o rde r s  (pg. 1 1 6 ) .  The witness  thought t h e  men 
were notconditioned t o  fol lowing o rde r s  and were n o t  w e l l  
d i s c i p l i n e d .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  even i f  t h e  o r d e r  
had n o t  been given t h e  men would have "done it anyway" 
(pg- 116) 
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3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. The landina  zone and i n i t i a l  a c t i v i t y .  

A f t e r  landing from t h e  second l i f t  t h e  wi tness  
began t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  was c a l l e d  back t o  
t h e  CP,which was loca ted  near  an embankmentrand ind ica ted  
on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph a s  p o i n t  #1, because he had a 
rope which they  used t o  t e s t  a poss ib ly  booby t rapped box 
(pg. 9 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  he tugged on t h e  rope,  opened t h e  
box, checked t h e  contents ,  and a f t e r  Lieutenant  ALAUX 
g o t  t h e  r a d i o  which was i n  t h e  box t h e  wi tness  picked t h e  box 
up and moved back i n  an a t tempt  t o  f i n d  h i s  p la toon 
(pgs. 92, 93) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  CP 
group, a f t e r  he  could no t  f i n d  h i s  u n i t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and r e c a l l e d  fol lowing MEDINA whi le  he continued t o  c a r r y  
t h e  box (pg. 93) . 

b. Movement i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  - -
men t h e  witness  i n i t i a l l y  en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  

he  saw a  l o t  of  shoot ing,  and a l o t  of people dying o r  
dead (pg. 93) .  H e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no t i ced  a number o f  people 
herded i n t o  a ho le ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of which he ind ica ted  
2, y n t JL2 an "\?-.---.. -L-' ----L --" "- -"- ' -AuLr ;c*l  y i r u LO= ~ a p r r , u r r u  r r c  a L a ~ c uthat  
h e  could no t  i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  who s h o t  t h e  
approximately 20  Vietnamese i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  which was loca ted  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  93, 9 4 ) .  H e  then re tu rned  
t o  t h e  C P  group,whkh he f e l t  had been moving whi le  he 
w a s  gone b u t  he  was n o t  s u r e  (pgs. 94, 95) . A s  they moved 
along he descr ibed  see ing  MEDINA k i l l  a g i r l  who was 
s t and ing  i n  a r i c e  f i e l d ,  i n d i c a t e d  a s  p o i n t  # 3  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph (pgs. 95, 96) . 

c. B o d i e s l i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  MEDINA rece ived  something 
on t h e  r a d i o  i n d i c a t i n g  weapons i n  an a r e a  t o  t h e  south- 
w e s t  (pgs. 95, 96) .  The wi tness  was n o t  s u r e  of t h e  
l o c a t i o n  b u t  he  s t a t e d  he saw a  d i t c h  wi th  bodies i n  it, 
i n d i c a t e d  wi th  t h e  number # 5  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
(pgs. 95 ,  96 ) .  I n  t h e  d i t c h  were two o l d  men, and poss ib ly  
more (pg. 96) .  It was loca ted  no t  f a r  from where MEDINA 
s h o t  t h e  woman (pg. 96) .  He r e c a l l e d  a h e l i c o p t e r  hovering 
i n  t h e  a r e a  buth7zs n o t  s u r e  i f  it was a t  t h e  time t h e  woman 
w a s  s h o t  o r  n o t  (pg. 9 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  it was n o t  t h e r e  f o r  
a long pe r iod  of  time (pg. 97) .  
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d. Subsequent i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he moved t o  an a r e a  
near  a crossroad ,  where a two s t o r y  bu i ld ing  was (pg. 97) .  
The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  recognized a scene such as 
depic ted  i n  Exh ib i t  P-41 whi le  a t  t h e  crossroads  (pg.98). 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  es t imated  about 20 people being p r e s e n t  
(pg. 98) .  He s t a t e d  he a l s o  s a w  another  l a r g e  bunch 
of dead bodies  behind t h e  b i g  bu i ld ing  (pg. 106) .  b u t  
he ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e s e  bodies  were l y i n g  on t h e  porches 
and i n  t h e  pa th  behind t h e  b u i l d i n g  (pg. 107) .  The wi tness  
d i d  no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a baby wi th  a ghnshot wound i n  t h e  
head (pg. 1 3 2 ) ,  b u t  he d i d  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  dead throughout t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 3 3 ) .  Upon t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  CP group a t  t h e  crossroad ,  they r e s t e d  f o r  
awhile and evacuated CARTER (pgs.  98, 9 9 ) .  MEDINA was 
p resen t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  
(pg. 9 9 ) .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  a photograph marked a s  Exh ib i t  P-9 
a s  being WIDMER, CARTER, and MAURO (pg. 1 0 0 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he observed S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE while  he was photographing 
CARTER and photographing t h e  dustof  f (pg. 1 4 2 )  . The wi tness  
s a i d  t h a t  M E D I N A ' s  RTO was never  f a r  from him, b u t  t h e  
witness  himself never heard any messages come i n  regarding  
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  (pg. L O O ) .  He f e l t  
t h a t  around t h e  t ime t h a t  CARTER was evacuated, MEDINA 
i ssued  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  t h e  shoot ing  
(pgs. 100, 101) .  He d i d  no t  remember whom MEDINA was 
t a l k i n g  t o  on t h e  r a d i o  when he s a i d  t h i s ,  and he d i d  n o t  
know e x a c t l y  what t h e  wcrds were but  f e l t  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h a t  it was l i k e  a r  opera t ions  o rde r  (pg. 101) .  

e .  L a t e r  movement and t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  r e j o i n i n g  h i s  p la toon 
a t  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg. 1 0 8 ) .  He d id  n o t  r e c a l l  what 
happened between My Lai  ( 4 )  and h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a  b u t  he w a s  s u r e  t h a t  he s t ayed  wi th  t h e  command group, 
ca r ry ing  t h e  box (pg. 109) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any repetk tkon 
of what had happened a t  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  a s  they  moved towards 
t h e  l aager  a r e a  (pg. 109) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw 
a number of A R V N ' s  who were i n  c o n t r o l  of some VC suspec t s ,  
who, he f e l t ,  were evacuated (pg. 1 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  
any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  nor d i d  he s e e  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot  
anyone (pg. 1 1 0 ) .  He d id  n o t  s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
from higher  headquar ters  t h a t  day (pg. i10 )  . 
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A c t i . v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on 
17 March he  s t a y e d  wi th  h i s  p l a toon  (pg. 111). They d i d  
no th ing  c o n s t r u c t i v e  b u t  con t inued  on t h e i r  s e a r c h  and des t roy  
miss ion  (pg. 111). He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  p a s s i n g  through 
any hamle ts  n o r  d i d  he r e c a l l  bu rn ing  t h e  hootches  i n  any 
hamle ts  (pg. 1 1 2 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  walked down t o  t h e  
wa te r  where t hey  s a w  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s ,  two males and one 
female ,  and h e  saw MEDINA s h o o t i n g  a t  one man who was 
t i e d  a g a i n s t  a t r e e  (pg. 1 1 2 ) .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were 
t r y i n g  t o  e x t r a c t  i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg.  1 1 2 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  went 
up H i l l  85 and t h a t  MEADLO blew h i s  f o o t  o f f  by s t e p p i n g  
on a  mine (pg. 111). Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
v i v i d l y  remember spending t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  b u t  t h a t  
h e  thought  t h a t  t hey  d i d  (pg. 1 1 2 ) .  He d i d  remember be ing  
e x t r a c t e d  by a  h e l i c o p t e r  and taken  back t o  LZ 3 o t . t i e  b u t  
he  w a s  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was 17 o r  18 ~ a r c h ( p g .  1 1 3 ) .  

4 .  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  n o t  m e t  by an o f f i c e r  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
nor  d i d  anyone coi~learoiliid t o  speak with hiiii i;:2;5. 113). 
H e  d i d  r e c a l l  MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  and informing 
tnem t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  MEDINA would 
"back us  up and t a k e  .our s i d e  f o r  any th ing  t h a t  happened" 
(pg. 113) . The wi tnes s  s a i d  he d i d  n o t  remember t h a t  

MEDINA gave kzim s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  w r i t e  h i s  
congressman (pg. 1 1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he d i d  h e a r  t h a t  a  co lone l  had approached Se rgean t  BUCHANON 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  and t h a t  BUCHANON had responded t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  
q u e s t i o n  by say ing  "No comment" (pgs .  1 1 4 ,  1 1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA d i d  n o t  mention any complaints  
be ing  made because t h e r e  w a s  no p l a c e  t h a t  t hey  could  
make any. H e  d i d  n o t  a t t empt  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  I G  (pgs .  118,  
1 1 9 ,  1 2 0 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t n e s s  mentioned a  man, who he  thought  was 
named BLEAUVELDT, who i s  p r e s e n t l y  a t  Walson Army H o s p i t a l  
a t  F o r t  Dix, whom he  knew a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Chu La i  (pg.102) .  
H e  stated that BLEAUVELDT t o l d  him t h a t  wh i l e  i n  Vietnam he 
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had he lped  wipe o u t  a r e fugee  camp i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
H i l l  72,  nor thwes t  of  My Khe ( 2 )  (pgs .  1 0 2 ,  1 0 3 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  Theodore BLAUVELT was a s s i g n e d  on 
2 0  May 1969 t o  t h e  4 / 2 1  ,of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o f  t h e  America1 
Div i s ion ,  and was mdevac 'd  on 8 J u l y  1969 (pg. 1 4 3 ) ,  b u t  
t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  d a t e s  (pg. 1 4 4 ) .  

b. The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone 
from ~ / 4 / 3  regardi .ng an o p e r a t i o n  he. ld by them i n  
t h e  a r e a  of t h e  China Sea (pgs. 1 0 3 ,  1 0 4 ) .  

c .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  t h a t  t h e  
L i f e  Magazine i n t e r v i e w  which quoted  him con ta ined  t h i n g s  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s a y  and a l s o  r e p o r t e d  things t h a t  he d i d  
s ay  b u t  which w e r e  n o t  t r u e ,  f o r  example, when he  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  he  thought  it was an i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 0 2 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  he t o l d  L i f e  Magazine t h a t  he  had 
observed t h r e e  bunches of  2 0  bodies  (pgs.  105 ,  1 0 6 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  -(4) 
occur red  because of  ambiguous o r d e r s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a 
v e r ~ a lo r d e r  g iven  f o r  no appa ren t  t a c t i c a l  r ea son  (pg.115) .  
H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  same way t h a t  
some o f  t h e  men c a r r y i n g  i n  h i s  u n i t  d i d  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  
r e v & - a g a i n s t  My-Lai ( 4 )  would have been s e n s e l e s s  because -

t h e  m i n e f i e l d  was n o t  i n  t h a t  area (pgs .  116,  1 1 7 ) .  

e .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  he knew Sena to r  
DODD w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  e v e n t s  occu r r ing  
from t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana ,  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  much mar i juana  going around (pg. 119) , and he  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e r e  were no men i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  
mari juana t h a t  morning (pgs. 119,  120) . 

f .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  s u c c e s s i v e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  wh i l e  w i t h  Company C were ~ i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY, 
~ i e u t e n a n tBROOKS and Sergeant  HODGES. H e  was n o t  
conscious  o f  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e  as he  moved among 
t h e  p l a toons  (pg.  131) . 

g .  I n  response  t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he went t o  Singapore  on R & R  (pg.  136). Although he d i d  
n o t  have much c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  c h a p l a i n s ,  he f e l t  t h a t  
he  could  work t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  LRRP company commander 
and h i s  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 1 3 8 ) .  
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h. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was n o t  f a m i l i a r  
w i th  any cour t s -mar t i a l  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  f o r  
r a p e ,  a l though he thought  it was a crime and he a c t u a l l y  
had seen  some rapes  (pg. 139) .  

i. The wi tness ,  a f t e r  being asked t o  g i v e  an 
example of  cold-blooded k i l l i n g  o t h e r  than  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
mentioned an i n c i d e n t  i n  which an o l d  man was fo l lowing  
some people  t r y i n g  t o  r e t r i e v e  an i t e m  they had taken  -

from h i s  home, and they tu rned  around and s h o t  him 
(pg. 141) .  He a l s o  mentioned an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a  

woman c a r r y i r g b a s k e t s  w a s  t o l d  t o  s t o p  and when s h e  
cont inued t o  run s h e  was s h o t  (pgs.140, 1 4 1 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION . NOTES PAGES 

CV Card "Nine Rules"  . W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  128 
CV Card "Enemy i n  Your 

Hands " t w i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l . 1  128 
WCV Card "Guide f o r  I 
'omrnanders " l ~ h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  128 
I e r i a l  photograph o f  t h e  (Used t o  o r i e n t  
3y L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  I t h e  w i t n e s s .  I 91

1 W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
!4iscel laneous Scene CARTER i n  t h e  

c e n t e r ,  WIDMER 

- CARTER'S l e f t  
and MAURQ on h i s

I r i g h t .  - 1  100 
1 W i t  s a w  t h e  scene  I 

Miscel laneous Scene a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s .  98  
.-Annotated a e r i a l  _ .  


photograph 1-CP 92 


2-Location o f  2 0  
Vietnamese bod ie s  V---in a d i t c h ,  95 

I 
3-MEDINA s h o t  a 
g i r l  I n  t h e  rlce 
paddies .  96 

$-Poss ib le  s i t e  
r o r  MEULNA s n o o t l n  
t h e  woman. 96------!=I
o f  t h e  d i t c h .  

6-Bodies- on a + 

t r a l l  ( x rorn r-411. 
97-

SUM APP T-46A .8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


A n n o t a t e d  a e r i a l  photo- i 

1 qraph . 17-Place w h e r e  1 -


(CARTER w a s  evacuat-1 

ed f r o m .  99  


MAP-4 M ~ D6739 I1 !used t o  o r i e n t  w i t . 1  91 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1340 hours ,  
1969.) 

29 December 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r ,  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen
LTC PATTERSON, PlAJ ZYCHOWSKI ,  and NAJ COOP. 

t :  MR WEST, 

I have an e x h i b i t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record.  This  
a e r i a l  photograph annotated by M r .  John H .  PAUL i s  en te red  and 
marked as  Exh ib i t  P-72. 

The next  witness  i s  Sergeant  Michael A. ,:BERNHARDT. 

(SGT BERNHARDT was c a l l e d  as a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Sergeant  BERNHARDT, p l ease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Michael A.  BERNHARDT, Sergeant ,  United S t a t e s  Army, 
Company A,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  3d Basic  Tra in ing  Brigade, F o r t  Dix, 
New Zersey, SSAN 

MR WEST: Sergeant  BERNHARDT , before  we proceed with any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  I wish t o  inform you about s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and the  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purposes of determining f a c t s  and making f ind-  
i n g s  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a - d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in-  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of  what happened a t  
My Lai.  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
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s t a t e d .  For example, w e  a r e  n o t  concerned wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
c u l p a b i l i t y  of  i n d i v i d u a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  went on i n  My L a i  t h a t  
day, a l though w e  may i n c i d e n t l y  g e t  i n t o  t h o s e  m a t t e r s .  Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  purpose of  t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  

Q. S t a t e d  i n  o t h e r  t e r m s ,  t h i s  i n q u i r y  was o rde red  t o  
determine whether t h e r e  was any coverup o f  t h e  f a c t s  surround-
i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on 16 March 1968. 

Q e  Sergeant  BERNHARDT, what was your duty  ass ignment  on 
16 march 1968? 

A. I was an au tomat ic  r i f l e m a n  i n  t h e  second squad o f  t h e  
2d P la toon ,  C/1/20. 3 

-3. 

Q C/1/20 was a s s igned  t o  Task Force Barker  a t  t h i s  t ime? 03 

A.  Y e s ,  i t w a s .  V) 

CV 
Q I w i l l  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March 1968. 
Do  you r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  which Captain  MEDINA gave t o  C h a r l i e  
Company t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  I de. 

Q- Would you t e l l  us about  i t ,  p l e a s e ?  

P.. E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i t s  
S n h a b i t a n t s  were t o  be des t royed .  That  i nc luded  My La i  ( 4 )  , (5 )  , 
and ( 6 )  and t h e  a r e a  known as P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  "no innocen t  c i v i l i a n s "  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I b e l i e v e  t h o s e  
were t h e  words. And, as f a r  as I ' m  concerned,  t o  say  t h a t  t h e r e  
were "no innocen t  c i v i l i a n s "  would mean t h a t  t h e  people  who were 
t h e r e  were V i e t  Cong. I t  was designed t o  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  I ga the red  from what--from speaking  t o  t h e  o t h e r  men, I 
ga the red  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h a t ' s  what t hey  thought  t h e  o r d e r  
meant. 

Q. Was anyth ing  s a i d  about o r d e r s  from h i g h e r  head-
q u a r t e r s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  b r i e f  i ng?  

2 
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A. The company commander made a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n -  
5 e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e s ,  and I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  where t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
sou rces  w a s  supposed t o  have come from. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  now d i d  he d e s c r i b e  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I n  any d e t a i l ,  no. The enemy s i t u a t i o n  was appar-
e n t l y  unknown. That  i s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  were 
t h e r e ,  w e r e  supposed t o  be  t h e r e ,  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was 
appa ren t ly  unkncwn. 

Q - Did he i n d i c a t e  t h e  enemy s t r e n g t h  t h a t  he thought  
w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  he d i d .  S ince  t h a t  t i m e  I have f o r g o t t e n  
what he s a i d  t h e  enemy s t r e n g t h  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
found o u t  myself t h a t  it was n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. I d o n ' t  unders tand  j u s t  what you mean by t h a t .  

A. What I mean i s  t h a t  whatever  he  s a i d  t h e  enemy 
s t r e n g t h  was t h e  n e x t  day,  I found o u t  c t h e r w i s e ,  and s o  I 
f o r g o t  e x a c t l y  what it was. 

Q - Did he i n d i c a t e  whether t h e s e  o r d e r s  had come down 
from Task Force Barker o r  b r igade?  Did he say  anyth ing  t o  t h i s  
e f f e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

9. Do you remember a  memorial s e r v i c e  conducted some-
t i m e  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember when it was? 

A .  I ' m  no t .  c e r t a i n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  when t h e  
memorial s e r v i c e  w a s .  I t  was s h o r t l y  b e f o r e .  

Q .  Do you remember t h e  c h a p l a i n  who conducted t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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Q- What w a s  t h e  mood of  t h e  men i n  C h a r l i e  Company 
a f t e r  . t h i s  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15 th?  

A. I would d e s c r i b e  t h e  mood as a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t hey  were 
going to  wreak some vengeance on someone. Things h a d n ' t  been very 
good t o  us up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- What a r e  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened? 

A. You mean a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

9.  Before  t h i s  t i m e .  You s a i d  t h i n g s  h a d n ' t  been ve ry
good i n  t h e  company. 

A .  W e l l ,  it w a s  b a s i c a l l y  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  w e r e  b e i n g
neg lec t ed  even as s o l d i e r s .  This  i s  one t h i n g ,  t h a t  somehow w e  a 
thought  t h i n g s  could  be  b e t t e r  f o r  us .  Tha t  i s ,  t h a t  we could  3 
g e t  a break  once i n  a while--we should g e t  t o  see t h i n g s  and cv 
t h a t  we s h o u l d n ' t  be a l t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Also,  w e  had a 
m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  s e v e r a l ,  and a few f i r e  f i g h t s .  And we were 
j u s t  unsucces s fu l  i n  most t h i n g s  t h a t  we had done up t o  t h a t  t i m e .  N 

Q. 
Cong? 

Had you been a b l e  t o  come t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e  V i e t  

A .  Actu31Ly no. The V l e t  Cnng elways seerred +n hzve 
e luded  us somehow. 

Q What about  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  company? 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were r e l a t i v e l y
high o r  low. I was on ly  i n  one company t h a t  12 months. It seemed 
t o  me t h a t  most of  t h e  men d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was much chance o f  
g e t t i n g  through 12 months w i thou t  a t  l e a s t  be ing  wounded. 

Q - Did you t a k e  some c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  m i n e f i e l d  inci-
d e n t  you mentioned? 

A. Yes. 

Q b  Do you remember how many? 

A. What I ' m  going t o  s a y  now i s  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  I ' v e  
ga thered .  I have t o  be c a r e f u l  o f  what I say ,  because a l o t  o f  
t i m e s  i t ' s  n o t  my p e r s o n a l  expe r i ence ,  i n  o t h e r  words--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand.  

A. I see. However, when y o u ' r e  i n  a company and ' i 

someone s a y s  t o  you t h a t  there were more t han  20 c a s u a l t i e s  
and i t ' s  j u s t  gene ra l ,  o 'p in icn ,  you may s t a r t  t o  count  heads ,  
and you can b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were more than  20 c a s u a l t i e s .  
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what t h e r e  were t h a t  day. I saw f o u r  myself .  

Q- Did you have any l o s s e s  t o  s n i p e r s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  i f  it was s n i p e r s .  Maybe it w a s  a l a r g e  fo rce .  
W e  c o u l d n ' t  s ee .  There was a r i v e r  and a l a r g e  c l e a r i n g  be t -  
ween us  and t h e  enemy, s o  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  them. 
I t  wouldn ' t  have ma t t e r ed  t o o  much one way o r  ano the r  who 
i n i t i a t e d  it. There w a s  something i n  between t o  p reven t  e i t h e r  
s i d e  f r o m  doing anyth ing  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  -- a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  
d a y l i g h t .  And a man w a s  k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  and s e v e r a l  wounded. 

Q *  When you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  you s t a t e d ,  
w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  tone of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  you thought 
Captain  MEDINA w a s  t r y i n g  t o  in f lame t h e  men. Was t h i s  your 
impress ion? 

A. Y e s .  Perhaps it was j u s t  a r e f l e c t i o n  of h i s  own 
f e e l i n g s  a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  t h a t  was my g e n e r a l  impress ion.  

Q- How d i d  he  go about  t h i s ?  

A. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say .  It  was a long  t ime ago. I 
can j u s t  s a y  t h a t  he d i d .  I t  had t h a t  e f f e c t .  So i f  he d i d n ' t  
t r y  t o  in f lame t l i e  men, i t  s t i l l  had t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- I n  t a l k i n g  t o  C I D  a g e n t ,  you s t a t e d :  " H e  s a i d  
t h i s  w a s  o u r  chance t o  g e t  back a t  t h e  people  who had been 
shoo t ing  a t  us and who had s e t  t h e  mines which had caused 
r e c e n t  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  company." Was t h i s  one of  t h e  ways 
i n  which he spoke t o  t h e  men? 

A. Y e s .  H e  gave t h a t  impress ion  w i t h  words t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t . I n  o t h e r  words,  I 'm n o t  evading t h e  a c t u a l  s ay ing  
that t h i s  is t h e  way it was, b u t  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
of was the words h e  used. 
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Q- I understand. 

MR WEST: MAJ ZYCHOWSKI? 

MAJ. ZYCHOWSKI: J u s t  one th ing .  You mentioned t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e r e  would be no innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  area?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You must have' been t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  people about 
t h i s  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  Who were these  people? 

A. I ' m  not  c e r t a i n ,  s i r .  This would be l i k e  saying what 
ind iv idua l s  d i d  I s e e  doing t h e  shoot ing.  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  I d i d  
see  c e r t a i n  ones,  however, from t h a t  time t o  now i n  t a l k i n g  t o  
the men, I ' v e  gathered t h e  impression t h a t  a  l a r g e  number of them a3 
were involved i n  it. But I c a n ' t  say exac t ly  which ones,  because 3 
my impression now i s  of these  people who I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see .  - C: 

Now I a m  no t  c e r t a i n  who I d i d  see  and who I d i d n ' t  see .  The same 
goes f o r  t h e  people who I might have t a lked  t o  about the  o r d e r ,  LC 
maybe ques t ioning  whether it should be c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
I thought it would be o r  no t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know who they were. 
Probably my c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ,  my c l o s e s t  a s s o c i a t e s ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  
were t h e  men who were i n  my squad. That might have been who I 
t e l l  ycu, whs i t  x i g h t  have Seen. ?\%c it z c l x a l l y  was, I c z c ' t  
t e l l  you. 

Q You a l s o  mentioned one o t h e r  t h i n g  about t h e  f e e l i n g  
~ f  the  company, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  needs of t h e  s o l d i e r s  were neg-
l e c t e d  and s o  f o r t h .  What do you mean by t h i s  s p e c i f i c  th ing?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I w i l l  g ive you an example. We came i n t o  
a f i r e  base once. I t  had been a long time s i n c e  we had seen a 
f i r e  base a t  l e a s t  anywhere. When we got t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were s o r t  
of l a rge  yellow c a n n i s t e r s  l i n e d  up,  a fence-type a f f a i r .  W e  
weren ' t  allowed p a s t  t h i s .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  t h e r e  were 
ba r racks ,  bunks and s o  on where t h e  admin i s t r a t ion ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  
M P ' s ,  and s o  on l i v e d .  The men go t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  they were 
t o o  d i r t y  and grubby and low t o  even go across  t h e  fence.  W e  
were he ld  i n  a much lower p o s i t i o n  -- t h a t  i s ,  on t h e  f i r e  base 
-- than t h e  r e s t  of these  men were, s o r t  of l i k e  t h i r d - c l a s s  
sold. iers .  The men and myself d i d n ' t  th ink  t h a t  it was r i g h t ,  
s i n c e  it w a s  a c t u a l l y  up t o  us t o  do t h e  f i g h t i n g .  
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Q- Where was t h i s  f i r e  base? 

A. D o t t i e ,  I be l i eve  it was. 


MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  


LTC PATTERSON: Let.'s go back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  

15th. Afte r  Captain M E C I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g ,  what d i d  you do? 

A. I t  was g e t t i n g  l a t e .  I t  was l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

When t h e  sun goes down, we were usua l ly  i n  t h e  bunkers. I probably 

d iscussed  i t  with some of t h e  men. I always t r y  t o  d i scuss  any-

t h i n g  of t h i s  na tu re  w i t h  t h e  men. 


Q. Was t h i s  what you r e c a l l  now, not  what you probably 

d i d ,  o r  might have done? 


A. I canst r e c a l l  anything now. 

Q-

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Okay, who was your p la toon l eader?  

My p la toon l e a d e r  was Lieutenant  BROOKS. 

Did he b r i e f  t h e  platoon? 

I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

9- How d i d  you know what t o  do t h e  next  morning? You 
must have thought about it i n  your mind, what you were going 
t o  do. 

A.  S i r ,  t h e  way we ran  these  opera t ions  -- a t  f i r s t  they 
t r i e d  t o  have an opera t ions  o rde r  and a  s o r t  of a p lan  of a t t a c k  
o r  whatever,  and it never worked ou t .  We ended up never doing 
it t h e  way it was planned. So a f t e r  a  while we would j u s t  s o r t  
of dispense with t h e  fo rmal i ty .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  a  mob scene 
sometimes, t h e  way we d i d  th ings .  A s  long a s  you spread o u t  and 
maintain u n i t  i n t e r g r i t y ,  you would be okay. A l l  we knew was 
t h a t  we were going t o  be i n  t h e  second l i f t .  Even t h a t  wasn ' t  
c e r t a i n ,  because they would change t h i s  r i g h t  be fo re  you g e t  on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  They changed t h a t ,  too.  I n  o t h e r  words: "You 
go on, Stop here ."  And --
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had no knowledqe of  what ycu were 
going t o  do o r  where your p l a t o o n  was going t o  be o p e r a t i n g  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 5 t h ?  

A. I dont  t know t h a t  I d i d ,  sir. I may have,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know t h a t  I did.. 

MR WEST: Do you remember t h e  names of t h e  men i n  your  squad.? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Kenneth SCHIEL w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r .  

Q. Okay. 

A. Garry CROSSLEY. 

Q a  What w a s  h i s  du ty?  

A. H e  w a s  a r i f l e m a n  l i k e  myse l f ,  an au t cma t i c  r i f l eman .  

Q Okay. 

A. Diego RODRIGUEZ. I w a s  swi tched  around a l o t .  A l o t  
of  t h e  men w e r e  swi tched  a rocnd ,  b u t  p o s s i b l y  "Lee" TREVINO. 

Q 0 TFCEXINO? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. And p o s s i b l y  Esequ ia l  TORRES, E-S-E-Q-U-I-A-L. 

Q D o  you remember anyone else? 

A. N o t  r i g h t  now. 

Q - Okay, i f  you t h i n k  of  any more names l a t e r ,  we can 
add them. 

MR WEST: We have an aerial  photograph o t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  
v i c i n i t y  [Exhib i t  P-1) , Sergean t  BEFWHARDT. This  i s  a 1:25,000 
scale map and has  been e n t e r e d  i n  evidence as E x h i b i t  MAP-4, 
and I t h i n k  you can o r i e n t  y o u r s e l f  qu i ck ly  h e r e .  Here i s  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and t h e  scale on t h e  photograph is  1 inch  e q u a l s  
approximately  100 n e t e r s  and, o f  cou r se ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  n o r t h .  
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~ c c o r d i n gt o  a l l  t h e  ev idence  on t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  
l and ing  zone w a s  t h e  rice paddy w e s t  of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Other  t h a n  t h a t ,  I - c a n ' t  remember a 
t h i n g .  W e  l anded  i n  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t  going e a s t .  That  s t u c k  
w i t h  me f o r  some reason  o r  another .  I t  was down. And from t h e r e -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  your p rev ious  s t a t e m e n t s ,  you men-
t i o n e d  t h a t  appa ren t ly  r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
Captain  MEDINA c a l l e d  you ove r  because you had a rope.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you used it t o  move an ammunition box t h a t  he  
had found and p o s s i b l y  w a s  booby-trapped. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Could you relate t h a t  i n c i d e n t  p l e a s e ?  

A. H e  c a l l e d  m e  back.  I had a rope.  I came o v e r  t o  
the CP,  t h e  mobile CP,  where h i s  group w a s .  Someone t h e r e  t o l d  
m e  t h a t  t h e  box was t h e  s u b j e c t  of why I w a s  c a l l e d  back,  and 
they  wanted m e  t o  t i e  t h e  rope t o  it and g e t  back a good d i s t a n c e  
and t u g  on it i n  t h e  customary way s o  t h a t  w e  cou ld  s e e  t h a t  it 
w a s  n o t  booby-trapped. I d i d  t h a t .  A f t e r  I d i d  it, I opened up 
t h e  box, The box con ta ined  a s m a l l  e i g h t - t r a n s i s t o r  Sony r a d i o  
and an OD, homemade case  w i th  a z i p p e r  on it ,  c o n t a i n i n g  s y r i n g e s ,  
n e e d l e s ,  medicine  of  some type  i n  a g l a s s  syre t te - -what  do you 
ca l l  t hose?  

Q - Ampoules. 

A.  Ampoules? And i n  o t h e r  words--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Medical s u p p l i e s .  

A. Medical s u p p l i e s  plus t h e  r a d i o .  

Q Okay. What d i d  you do n e x t ?  

A. I p icked  up t h e  box. I wrapped up my rope as b e s t  
. as I could r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  s p o t  and I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  my group. 

That  w a s  a f t e r  we had e s t a b l i s h e d  what was i n  t h e  box. 
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Q Your p l a t o o n  had a l r e a d y  moved on i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by
t h a t  t ime? 

Y e s .  

0. What d i d  you do nex t?  

A .  I picked up t h e  box, and I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  them. There 
w a s  a l o t  of s h o o t i n g  going up ahead. I w a s n ' t  s u r e  what k ind  of  
shoo t ing  it w a s .  -1went on ahead i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere, I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  where. When I g o t  i n s i d e  of  i t ,  I w a s  complete ly  l o s t  --
t h e  way they  had t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  more con-
f u s i n g  than  what t hey  have on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And I 
d i d n ' t  know which way was ou t .  But e v e n t u a l l y  I r a n  i n t o  a group 
of ours, and then  I found o u t  which way was t h e  way w e  were going. 
Somehow I wandered back i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  aga in .  

Q You mean back i n  MEDINA's comand group? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  a 
Ln 

Q I see. These f r i e n d s  t h a t  you r a n  a c r o s s ,  were they  rn 
f r o m  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A *  nl, T 
r u u  I A don't ~ p :ILL,-k "L-- - ..,ere x i t h  t h e  25 Pla toon ,  be-

If3 
N 

cause if they  w e r e  w i th  2d P la toon  I would have s t a y e d  wi th  them. 
But I d o n ' t  know who they  were. A t  t h i s  t ime,  I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  
say  t h a t  I know who they  w e r e  o r  what p l a toon  it w a s .  

Q- What were they  doing when you came a c r o s s  them? 

A. I s a w  t h i s  group ahead of m e .  What t h e y  w e r e  do ing  
was rounding up a group o f  people  and they--I  d o n ' t  know whether  
t h e y  were coming o u t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  But what t hey  d i d  w a s  
t hey  had them i n s i d e  o f  a qua r ry .  They herded them i n t o  a q u a r r y ,  
o r  I t h i n k  it w a s  e i t h e r  a q u a r r y  o r  a l a r g e  s h e l l  c r a t e r .  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S h e l l  crater or a d i t c h ?  

A .  Right.  I t  was a b i g  h o l e  i n  t h e  ground,  and t h e y  
herded t h e m  i n t o  t h e r e ,  and they  s h o t  them a l l  i n  t h e r e .  I t  
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looked t o  m e  l i k e  what you would f i n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a 5 , e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  
women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  any reason 
f o r  it, 

Q *  How f a r  away w e r e  you s tanding?  

A. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say.  F i r s t  of a l l ,  it was a long 
t i m e  ago, and, second of a l l ,  when you g e t  i n s i d e  of  a v i l l a g e  
your e s t i m a t e  of  range i s  always s u f f e r i n g ,  because a  man may be 
20 meters away from you and you won' t  be a b l e  t o  see him a t  a l l .  
Now I t h i n k  it was about--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  were you s t and ing  n e a r  t h e s e  
s o l d i e r s  when they  s h o t  t h e  people? 

A. Near them. I n  o t h e r  words, would I be i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  them a s  they  w e r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  each o t h e r ?  No. I was back 
a --
9. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were s t and ing  a p a r t  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, yes .  

Q. Would you say  about  1 0  f e e t  o r  20 f e e t ?  

A. W e l l ,  pos s ib ly  20 ya rds .  

Q. Twenty yards?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  

Q. What weapons were t h e  s o l d i e r s  using? 

A. The r e g u l a r  d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons and t h e  i n d i r e c t  f i r e  
weapons as w e l l .  I c a n ' t  remember now whether it was i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
b u t  t hey  used i n d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons a t  a range t h a t  was p o s i t i v e l y  
r i d i c u l o u s .  That i s ,  i n d i r e c t  f i r e  weapons be ing  t h e  M-79 grenade 
launcher .  

Q. The r i f l e  i s  what, t h e  M-16? 

A. The r i f l e  i s  M-16  o r  t h e  M-60 machinegun, o r  .45 c a l -  
i b e r  automatic .  
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Q These people  t h a t  were i n  a h o l e  i n  t h e  ground, were 
they  Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- I t h i n k  you s a i d  i n  your  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you 
could  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  f i r e d  on t h e s e  Vietnamese? 

A. Like I s a i d ,  from t h a t  t i m e  I ' v e  g o t t e n  t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  a l o t  of men t h a t  I knew w e r e  involved i n  it. I could s a y  
t h a t  t hey  d i d  w i thou t  a c t u a l l y  knowing it. I ' m  a l i t t l e  b i t  con-
fused  now as t o  who I d i d  s e e  and who t o l d  me s i n c e  then  t h a t  they 
were involved  i n  it and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did you see anyth ing  e l s e ?  I wonder i f  you could  fix 
a t i m e  about  when t h i s  took p l ace?  The i n i t i a l  l a n d i n g  w a s  7:30, a s o  it w a s  sometime a f t e r  t h a t .  Do you have any i d e a  what t i m e  it L? 
w a s  when you saw t h e s e  people  s h o t ?  C) 

A. I t  was a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  
d i d  t a k e  more time t h a t  it should have t aken ,  s i n c e  w e  d i d n ' t  en-
coun te r  any r e s i s t a n c e .  W e  shou ld  have walked r i g h t  through.  I t  
s h o u l d n ' t  have t aken  any t ime  a t  a l l  t o  go through t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
A t  l e a s t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any r e s i s t a n c e .  But it took a 
l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r  t han  i t  should  have. I d o n ' t  know when t h e  
a c t u a l  shoot ings  took place, b u t  it w a s  b e f o r e  noon and ~7klztI 
thought  w a s  about  a h a l f  hour  a f t e r  w e  landed.  

Q You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you l e f t  t h i s  group and went 
somewhere e l s e  and r e j o i n e d  MEDINA1s  command group l a t e r  on. 
Can you t e l l  us anyth ing  else t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  Y e s ,  a t  some t i m e  o r  ano the r  wh i l e  I was wi th  MEDINA'S 
~ommandgroup,  he was on t h e  r a d i o  s ay ing  what I b e l i e v e  t o  have 
been a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  h a l t  . the s h o o t i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  he knew t h a t  t h e r e  would be  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
But anyway, he c a l l e d  on t h e  r a d i o  t o  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  l e a d e r s  t o  
s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Did he say  anyth ing  about  burn ing  t h e  hootches  a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q. In t a l k i n g  t o  the  C I D  agent  you spoke of an i n s t a n c e  
i n  which you saw MEDINA shoot  a  woman. Would you r e l a t e  t h a t  i n c i -  
den t  p lease  and remember a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  you can? 

A. Somewhere during t h e  opera t ion  -- and I be l i eve  it 
w a s  a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether it 
was a f t e r  t h e  second o r  a t  any o t h e r  t ime t h a t  day; a t  l e a s t  it 
was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  -- t h e r e  was a  woman i n  t h e  f i e l d  
making t h e  appearance of p icking  r i c e  o r  doing something. What I 
s a i d  t o  t h e  C I D  agent  was t h a t  I saw MEDINA l i f t  up h i s  r i f l e ,  
look down t h e  b a r r e l ,  p u l l  t h e  t r i g g e r ,  and t h e  r i f l e  went o f f ,  
and t h e  woman f e l l  down. 

Q. How f a r  away were you then? 

A. I would say maybe 1 0 0  ya rds ,  b u t  l i k e  I s a i d  it was 
a long t ime ago and my range may be a l i t t l e  b i t  o f f .  The C I D  
man t h e n ' s a i d ,  "Well, then it would seem t o  me t h a t  he s h o t  h e r . "  
And I say f o r  t h e  purpose of t r y i n g  t o  speak t h e  same language 
he i s  speaking,  then I say ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it appears t o  
me: t h a t  he s h o t  he r . "  Somebody e l s e  could have s h o t  h e r ,  b u t  
a t  t h e  time it looked t o  me t h a t  he d id .  But I wanted t o  be com-
p l e t e l y  f a i r  t o  him. There w a s  a ioL of s l i o ~ t i i ~ g  on.gsliig 

Q *  I understand. 

A. And what I saw may no t  e x a c t l y  have been what a c t u a l l y  
d i d  happen, but  I do b e l i e v e  it was. A f t e r  t h a t  he walked up 
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  woman. This t h e r e  was no mistake about.  He f i r e d  
a few more rounds i n t o  h e r  a t  c l o s e  range. 

Q .  How c l o s e  was he? 

A. About 6 f e e t ,  maybe 3 f e e t .  

Q - Did she t h r e a t e n  him a t  t h i s  time i n  any way? 

A. She d idn '  t look t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  me. 

Q. Did you s e e  h e r  make any move a t  a l l ?  

A. When she was wounded? 

Q- Yes. 
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A. No, no, she was moving. She was a l i v e ,  o r  brea th ing  
heavi ly ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Did you s e e  anyone e l s e  k i l l  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai 
( 4 )  ? 

A. That I could a c t u a l l y  say I saw so-and-so shoot  some-
one, anyone, no, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. Did anyone t e l l  you about k i l l i n g  anybody e l s e .  i n  My
Lai (4 )  ? 

A. Yes. 

Q Would you r e l a t e  t h a t ,  p lease?  

A.  There were s e v e r a l  of  t h e  men who d iscussed  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  a f t e r  it was over  with t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o ,  and they were C3 

t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  they had done s o  many i n  t h i s  way and s o  on. LO 
m

They were scor ing  p o i n t s ,  i n  o t h e r  words, some of them. 

Q Where was t h i s ,  back a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  o r  whi le  you were V) 

s t i l l  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  N 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  most of t h i s  I g o t  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I 
t a lked  to some o t h e r s  on Gpkight, a l s o ,  b u t  most 03 i k  I th ink  
I go t  from Dot t i e .  

Q e  You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your e a r l i e r  s ta tement  t h a t  you s a w  
q u i t e  a l o t  of dead Vietnamese around i n  t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning? 

A 
n e  On t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I ' d  say. I n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  of 
t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. A t  t h e  moment, of course,  you ' re  j u s t  th ink ing  of  
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  you have? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have any i d e a  how many people you saw t h e r e ,  dead 
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I would e s t i m a t e  1 0 0 .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  be conservat ive  
i n  the  e s t i m a t e  a s  a  ma t t e r  of be ing  f a i r  t o  t h e  company. 

' (BERNHARDT) 1 4  
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-
Q When d i d  you r e j o i n  your squad o r  p l a toon?  Do you re-
c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- I t  is supposed t o  have t aken  p l a c e  a f te r  t h e  p l a toons  
were through t h e  hamle t ,  on t h e  east edge of  it.  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a t h ree - s to ry '  house,  o r  a two-story 
house,  maybe. I ca l l  it a t h r e e - s t o r y  house.  I c a l l  any th ing  
with  eaves  up t h e r e  -- w e l l ,  s i n c e  i t ' s  Vietnamese, I guess --
where Herb CARTER was evacuated.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where I had my-- 
I'm no t  s u r e  -- I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where I was, b u t  you s e e  --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were you around CARTER when he  s h o t  
h imse l f ?  

A.  N o t  where I could s e e  anyth ing .  

Q. Were you t h e r e  a f t e rwards?  
. . 

A.. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  t h e  s h o t  went o f f ,  and they  were h e l p i n g  
him o v e r  t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4) .  Where 
I was -- myself and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  men p u t  h i m  on t h e  h e i i c o p t e r .  

9. I s e e .  When you a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  where t h e  dus t -  
off occu r red ,  as I r e c a l l ,  t h i s  w a s  a t  t h e  sou the rn  edge of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Did you see a group of  bod ie s  on a t r a i l  around t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I saw a group of 
bodies  on a t r a i l  t h a t  had v e g e t a t i o n  on one s i d e  and a  r i c e  paddy 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I d o n ' t  know whether it was a c ros s road  o r  a t e e .  
There w a s  a s t r a i g h t  road  wi th  ano the r  road  meeting it. There were 
bodies  i n  t h a t .  I mean a long  d i t c h - - t h e r e  w e r e  bodies  i n  t h e r e .  
Then t h e r e  were bodies--- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  n o t  t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  ground 
where you saw t h e  --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. The h o l e  i n  t h e  ground t h a t  I 
saw w a s  a h o l e .  It w a s n ' t  a -- when I t h i n k  of  a d i t c h ,  I th ink  
of something l i k e  a long  d ra inage  d i t c h .  This  w a s  a h o l e  i n  t h e  
ground. 


15 APP T-46 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Was it round? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. ' You have any i d e a  how many bodies were i n  t h i s  
d i t c h ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  Then t h e r e  was a man i n  t h e  wel l .  I 
th ink  it was a man. I saw t h e  photograph of t h e  man i n  the  we l l  
-- I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  it, because what I saw, they had been throwing 
i n  some cut-off banana t r e e s  o r  something and dropped a hand 
grenade i n t o  the  w e l l  and blew it a l l  up. So it wasn ' t  r e a l l y  
much--I d i d n ' t  s ee  anything a t  a l l  l i k e  t h e  photograph t h e r e .  
Also, t h i s  i s  r i g h t  here  a t  the  beginning of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  too.  

Q. The i n c i d e n t  about t h e  well--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The i n c i d e n t  about t h e  we l l  w a s  r i g h t  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Right a f t e r  you f i r s t  came i n t o  the  
v i l l a g e  from t h e  west? 

A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  B u t  it w a s  rim"+Y - - - ----&~~f~~t h e  landing and 
as the  t roops  moved i n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know when it a c t u a l l y  took p lace .  What I mean 
i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  w e l l  i s  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  from 
where we were. 

Q. Right. Sergeant  BERNHARDT, I w i l l  hand you a black 
and white p r i n t  of t h e  c o l o r  photograph t h a t  was taken by Ser-
geant  HREBERLE t h a t  day which has been en te red  i n t o  evidence 
as Exhib i t  P-41. I a l s o  show you Exhibi t  M - 1  which i s  a copy 
of Li fe  magazine, da ted  December 5 ,  1969, which conta ins  t h e  
co lo r  reproduct ions of t h e  same photographs (handing t h e  ex-
h i b i t s  t o  t h e  wi tness )  on page 3 8 ,  and I ask you i f  t h i s  scene 
looks f a m i i i a r  t o  you. 

A. I t  appears t o  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  way t h e  people 
were laid o u t  t h e r e .  
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Q Can you r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  t h a t  
you saw? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Sergean t  BERNHARDT, could you t e l l  us what t h e  
procedures  w e r e  f o r  making-body count  i n  t h e  company and 
, the  r e p o r t i n g  of VC KIA? 

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I may be a l i t t l e  b i t  vague on t h a t .  I 
d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t h e  procedures  were. I do remember 
one t i m e  t h a t  a KIA was counted o f f i c i a l l y ,  and I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  he was k i l l e d .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  body w a s n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  
i f  anybody d i d  t a k e  a body coun t ,  and I d o n ' t  know o f  any 
o t h e r  t i m e  when we took body count  a s  such ,  i n  o t h e r  words, 
went i n ,  counted them up, and s a i d ,  "This i s  what w e  have." 
I d o n ' t  remember doing t h a t .  

Q - On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
anybody coun t ing  bod ie s  e i t h e r  . 
Q- W e l l ,  wh i l e  you were i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 )  , d i d  
you s e e  any a c t u a l  VC dead o r  people  you thought  s u r e  w e r e  
VC dead? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone t h a t  I could 
t h i n k  might have been VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  i s ,  n o t  even 
a person  o f  t h e  age a VC might be .  

Q- Did you see any weapons? 

A. There w e r e  s e v e r a l  weapons cap tu red .  The ones t h a t  
I saw c a p t u r e d  were American t y p e ,  t h e  type  t h a t  we i s s u e d  t o  
ARVN o r  PF ' s .  I d i d n ' t  see any equipment t h a t  w a s  found t o  
be  North Vietnamese, o r  VC, o r  any weapons t h a t  w e r e  o u r s .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  how long  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  took? I t ' s  
been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us it l a s t e d  3 days ,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h  and 
1 8 t h .  Do you remember it t h i s  way? 

A. I remember t h a t  it took--at  l e a s t  w e  d i d n ' t  go 
back i n  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we 
s t a y e d  o u t  one day and s topped at--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we have had s e v e r a l  people 
t e l l  us t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  you laagered  i n  a cemetery o r  
graveyard. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I t  may've been. Graveyards were a l l  over  t h e  
place.  They were mounds--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )I see .  

A. I n  o t h e r  words, family type t h i n g s ,  o r  v i l l a g e .  
type th ings .  They were a l l  over  t h e  p lace ,  graveyards.  
We go t  i n t o  t h e  wa te r ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  bay a r e a - - i t  looked 
l i k e  a bay t o  me. When we were t h e r e , .  we g o t  a r a d i o  
c a l l  t h a t  we w e r e ' o u t  of t h e  range of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  
e l s e  were j u s t  i n  range of t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  They wanted 
us t o  move c l o s e r  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  s o  we d id  t h i s .  We 
s t ayed  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  and t h e  next  morning we went some-
where e l s e .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we went i n  t h e  next  day. 

Q. Well, you ' r e  saying you were out  2 n i g h t s ?  

A. I th ink  we w e r e  .out 2 n i g h t s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  on 
t h a t  opera t ion .  

? A l l  r i g h t  now, a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  hamlet of My 
Lai ( 4 :  , c ~ i ~ l dyo: Zeseribe what t h e  opera t ions  f o z  t h e  
company were? For example, d i d  you run i n t o  any enemy, 
any VC, g e t  i n t o  a f i r e  f i g h t  anyplace,  o r  d i d  anything 
of t h i s  n a t u r e  happen? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was too  much happening 
a f t e r  %hat. 

Q- Now, we've had evidence t h a t  on t h e  second day 
you moved south down through a l i t t l e  hamlet c a l l e d  My Khe 
( 3 )  and My Khe (1) and c l e a r  down as  f a r  a s  My Khe ( 2 )  which 
was on t h e  water .  I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  b i g  map on t h e  
wa l l  which has been introduced i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  
MAP-1, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Khe ( 2 )  t h e r e  and 
t h e  symbol f o r  t h e  aero-scouts.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Could t h i s  have been t h e  p lace  where you went 
i n t o  t h e  water?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  w e  went s o r t  of 
s o u t h e a s t ,  and we h i t  t h e  wate r  i n  a day t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
l a t e r  on w e  d i d  g e t  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  because 
t h e r e  w a s  a bay and a sand pen insu la .  

Q Could you i n d i c a t e  about  where it was t h a t  you
h i t  t h e  wa te r  f i r s t ?  I n d i c a t e  i t  on t h e  map. 

(Witness a t t empt s  unsucces s fu l ly  t o  f i n d  l o c a t i o n  
on map.) 

Well ,  i f  you d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A. 
maps. 

I ' m  a f r a i d  I c o u l d n ' t ,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  any 

Q A f t e r  you got  t h e  word t h a t  you w e r e  a t  extreme 
a r t i l l e r y  range o r  o u t  of a r t i l l e r y  r ange ,  d i d  you move 
back up n o r t h ?  

A. Well,  w e  d i d  move c l o s e r  t o  t h e  LZ. Whether 
it w a s  n o r t h  o r  south--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And you s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  some-
where around t h e r e ?  

A ,  Not t o o  f a r  from t h e r e .  We had t o  f i n d  more o r  
less a s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  anyway, s o  w e  may have gone f u r -
t h e r  t han  w e  had t o .  We had t o  f i n d  some p l a c e  w e  could 
defend i n  t h e  e v e n t  we had been a t t a c k e d .  

Q- Right.  The nex t  day you moved up on a l i t t l e  
f a r t h e r  b e f o r e  you were l i f t e d  o u t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  sir.  

Q. A t  any e v e n t ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s i g n i f i c a n t  
enemy a c t i o n  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. No, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  mine, maybe s e v e r a l .  
I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was any s i g n i f i c a n t  enemy a c t i o n  
at  the t i m e ,  though. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h e r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted 
after My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know. I f  t h e r e  was, it was wi thou t  my 
knowledge. 

Q. ,Did anybody e v e r  come t o  t a l k  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  
who came from somewhere and landed  on LZ D o t t i e  and wish-
e d  t o  t a l k  t o  some of  t h e  men about  what had happened 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I was k e p t  away from it. I was p u t  on 
a d e t a i l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  away from t h e  a r e a .  L a t e r  I found 
o u t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one man I knew had t a l k e d  t o  the--I  
t h i n k  it w a s  a c o l o n e l .  Sergeant  BUCHANON. H e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  asked i f  he thought  t h a t  what he  had 
done was r i g h t ,  t h a t  it was h i s  job. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  
had  no th ing  t o  s a y ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I know about  t h a t .  

Q Why w e r e  you s e n t  away on d e t a i l  when t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  was coming? 

A. The i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  
t o  everyone.  .We w e r e  sp read  o u t  a long  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  
pe r ime te r .  But I s t i l l  t h i n k  I might have been s e n t  away 
because I might have s a i d  something t h a t  would have damag-
e d  t h e  company. 

Q. Y e n  mezn by t h i s  t h a t  ycu d i d n ' t  approve of p?hat 
w a s  going on,  o r  what had been going on? 

A.  T h a t ' s  what I mean, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And t h i s  was known t o  o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  
company ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e x p l a i n  why? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  sir ,  b u t  it w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  
through t o  t o o  many people .  

Q. You b e l i e v e  you d i d  what? 

A. T r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  why I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t .  
I t  d i d n ' t  have s t r a t e g i c  va lue  t o  it a t  a l l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  an e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  some people  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  
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q u a r t e r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  bo th  a l l i e d  and American, who want 
t o  ' s e e  t h e  war dragged on. One of  t h e  ways t h a t  t hey  do t h i s  
i s  by c u l t i v a t i n g  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  someone very  a p t l y  cal l-
ed  t h e  "dink complex," and t h a t  t h e s e ' t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
as a r e s u l t  .of t h e  "dink complex" damage us.  The idea I 
b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  war i s  n o t  t o  k i l l  o f f  t h e  enemy. I t  would 
j u s t  be  t o o  ha rd  t o  do t h a t .  You have g o t  t o  make them want 
t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  o r  else e l i m i n a t e  h i s  means o f  f i g h t i n g .  
When you go o u t  and do something l i k e  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e  what 
you are doing i s  b reed ing  more V i e t  Cong. 

Q - You mean by k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  Go ahead. 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  b reeds  V i e t  Cong and t h i s  
i s n ' t  h e l p i n g  us a t  a l l .  I t  i s  more h u r t i n g  us .  T h a t ' s  
a l s o  why--and I want t o  make, it c l e a r  h e r e - - t h a t ' s  why 
I made t h e s e  p u b l i c  s t a t emen t s  and s o  on. I w a s n ' t  t r y -
i n g  t o  d rag  anybody down. I t h i n k  t h a t  a l r e a d y  now an 
a t t i t u d e  has  changed by men who e i t h e r  a r e  s e r v i n g  o r  
Will irrT J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - J - L - J -.I-'"-- --- t get ZVSY ~ i t l iU I ~ S~ i * a ~L~ICY W V L L '  

a l l  t h e  t i m e .  It w a s  an a t t i t u d e  t h a t  was p r e v a l e n t  
i n  my company, and I wanted t o  see it reduced a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q. When you speak of a "dink complex" w e r e  you 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  how American s o l d i e r s  look upon the V i e t -
namese people?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Could you e x p l a i n  t h a t  a l i t t l e  more. I 
t h i n k  I know what you mean, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

A* A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  From t h e  way I look a t  i t ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it i s  most ly  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c s  b i t .  Now 
a pe r son  Poses a c e r t a i n  a s p e c t  f o r  be ing  va lued  a s  a .  
human be ing  i f  you cannot  unders tand  him--rather i f  he 
d o e s n ' t  have t h e  means o f  communication wi th  somebody 
else. A l o t  of t h e  men--to t h e i r  way of  t h i n k i n g ,  
s i n c e  t h e  Vietnamese were speaking  something t h a t  w e  
cou ld  n o t  unders tand ,  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  comrnuni- 
c a t i n g  w i t h  anyone. It  i s  j u s t  a s o r t  of p sycho log ica l  
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way t o  look a t  it. What they thought were these  people 
were a whole l o t  less than  human. They knew, o r  they  
a t  l e a s t  heard ,  of t h e i r  value of human l i f e .  I th ink  
we're s tuck  with our  va lues .  Also they could g e t  away 
with j u s t  about anything t h a t  they wanted t o  g e t  away 
with.  There is a l o t  of f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  among t h e  
men over t h e r e ,  and t h e s e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  cannot be d i rec -
t e d  a t  those  re spons ib le  f o r  c r e a t i n g  them, and so ,  
t h e y ' r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  what they  can be d i r e c t e d  a t .  I n  
o t h e r  words, making s o r t  of a whipping boy out  of t h e  
South Vietnamese populat ion.  

Q e  I n  o t h e r  words, h e l p l e s s  people--they j u s t  
t ake  it o u t  on them? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  it sounds-- i t ' s  i l l o g i c a l ,  of 
course ,  b u t  we ' re  no t  going t o  look f o r  l o g i c  i n  a 
l a r g e  number of men t h a t  would do t h i s .  

Q Is t h i s  a t t i t u d e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Vietnamese as  "d inks ,"  "s lopes ,"  and 
"gooks," and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  These 
a r e  small  man i fes ta t ions  s f  it. The l a r g e r  manifes ta t ions  
i s  t h i s  and a l s ~ths fac t  t h a t  thers a r e  a 1st of--I  s a i d  
t o  the  p ress  t h a t  I thought it was an i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t .  
I didn '  t th ink  it was an i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t ,  but  I d i d n ' t  
t h ink  it would be wise t o  t e l l  t h e  p ress  t h a t  I thought 
it happened a l l  over Vietnam, because, f i r s t  of a l l ,  I 
d i d n ' t  know and, second of a l l ,  it wouldn't  h e l p  any t o  
say t h a t  it did ,  

Q You f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  i s o l a t e d ,  b u t  you 
d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y '  have evidence of other--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  A l l  I have i s  what in-
formation I ' v e  ga thered  by t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  men about 
this particular i n c i d e n t  and a l s o  no t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about Vietnam i n  genera l .  

Q Well, on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  d i d  you ever  hear  any-
t h i n g  of an i n c i d e n t  i n  another  hamlet n o t  t o o  f a r  away 

APP T-46 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


from My Lai  ( 4 )  , i n  f a c t  over on t h e  same coas t  t h e r e  near  
t h e  South China Sea,  below P i n k v i l l e ?  I t ' s  shown Lhere on 
the map as  Co Lay ( 2 ) .  

A ,  I see, sir.  

You see it t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you ever  hea r  of a s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  occurr ing  
t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

9- We've had some repor t s - - they ' r e  n o t  confirmed--
t h a t  t h e r e  may have been some Vietnamese women and chi ld-  
r e n  k i l l e d  t h e r e  a l s o  along t h i s  t ime. Are you aware of 
any o t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai 
(4) o t h e r  than  what you descr ibed?  

A. No, s ir ,  except  t h a t  I had go t t en  word--so f a r ,  
I haven ' t  read  o r  heard anything t h a t  would have m e  be l i eve  
otherwise-- that  t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  It  w a s  n o t  Hugh THOMPSON. 

Q. It w a s  another  one? 

A. Yes. He was k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  a f te rwards ,  s o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was dropped due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  whoever 
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was n o t  around any more. I 
heard t h a t  from s e v e r a l  people and it seemed t o  be con-
s i s t e n t ,  and s o  I thought ,  "Well, i t ' s  a good p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  i t ' s  t r u e . "  

Q- Well, i f  you e v e r  h e a r  anything more d e f i n i t e  
on t h a t ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  know. W e  h a v e n ' t  heard of t h i s  
and w e  would l i k e  t o  know. W e  h a v e n ' t  heard of t h i s  and 
have n o t  re.ceived any evidence a t  a l l .  

A .  What I ' v e  heard of t h i s - - a t  l e a s t  what it appears 
t o  me--of course ,  using t h e  p r e s s  now i s  k ind  of rough, bu t  
I ' v e  ga thered  t h e  impression t h a t  someone i s  t r y i n g  t o  con-
vince  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  Hugh THOMPSON was t h e  one who i n i t i a t e d  
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t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  without  a c t u a l l y  saying it. H e  was t h e  
one who was decorated a t  t h e  time f o r  t ak ing  c e r t a i n  South 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e  l i n e  of f i r e .  Was t h a t  
what he was doing? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  he could have been t h e  one 
who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e l y  
t o  me. He had somebody t h e r e  because t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
d i d  s t a r t .  But where it went from t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, 
being out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  you don' t know t o o  much. 

Q. Yes. Well, we have a l o t  of information on 
t h a t  a spec t .  But we would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any o t h e r  
s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  you might hear  o f .  Did anyone t e l l  you 
t o  keep q u i e t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai (4)? Not 
t o  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. On LZ Dot t i e  t h e  company commander c a l l e d  
m e  t o  the  command p o s t  and advised me not  t o  w r i t e  my 
Congressman. I d o n ' t  know where he g o t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
I was going t o  w r i t e  my Congressman. I h a d n ' t  t o l d  
anybody t h a t  I was going t o .  Not t h a t  I had no in ten -
i i o n  of doing it, b u t  I never s a i d  anything about it. 
So~.ehevhe g e t  t h e  i ~ ~ r e s s i s nt h e t  I w z s  gs ing  tc do 
t h a t  and advised me n o t  t o ,  t h a t  it wouldn ' t  h e l p  
anything,  it would only h u r t  them, and s o  on. 

Q We've had s ta tements  from two o r  t h r e e  people 
t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  and told. them no t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  
anyone. Are you aware of t h i s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Were you t h e r e ?  

A.  Well, y e s ,  I was t h e r e  t o o ,  sir.  I th ink  I 
was t h e r e .  That d i d n ' t  make an impression on me be-
cause I remember t h e  one time t h a t  I .was s i n g l e d  out--
i n  o t h e r  words, t o l d  n o t  t o  do this. 

Q You remember t h a t  more thoroughly? 
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A. I remember t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  about  t h a t  
o t h e r  t h i n g ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  ' s  about  what happened. 

Q- W e l l ,  Cap ta in  MEDINA t e s t i f i e d - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W a i t  a minute.  H e r e  we go,  yes .  
The t h i n g  I remember him say ing  a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  he 
would back up anybody who was going t o  g e t  i n t o  any t rou -  
b l e  f o r  t h i s .  Anyone who g e t s  i n t o  any t r o u b l e  f o r  i t ,  
he  s a i d ,  "1 ' 11  back you up i n  any way." I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where w e  were o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I can 
remember him say ing  something l i k e  t h a t .  

9. Captain  MEDINA t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  us and s a i d  
t h a t  he d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e  men and s a i d  t h a t  he po in t ed  
o u t  t o  them t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
and wh i l e  it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  it would be  b e t t e r  
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it. T h a t ' s  what he s a i d  occur red .  

A. I never  hea rd  about  t h e  m a t t e r  be ing  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  The re ' s  been some s t a t e m e n t s  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  t h e  men o f  C h a r l i e  Company may have been 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mar i juana  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  
a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Would you have any in fo rma t ion  on 
t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Some o f  t h e  men had been smoking mar i juana  and 
had s i n c e  smoked mar i juana .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it had anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
any of  t h e  men w e r e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know. A l l  I know is  t h a t  t h e r e  was some use 
o f  it i n  t h e  company, as they  say .  There i s  some use  of  
it everywhere i n  t h e  count ry ,  j u s t  l i k e  t hey  say  t h e r e  
are some t h i n g s  l i k e  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  or  s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t s ,  
th roughout  t h e  country .  

Q- . Was mar i juana  a problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a  problem. It d i d n ' t  
a f f e c t  t h e  company t o o  much one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

Q- What s o r t  of  ass ignments  d i d  C h a r l i e  Company 
draw a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Did you con t inue  on s e a r c h  
and c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h a t  kind of  t h i n g ?  
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A. We seemed t o  have had one MO, s o  t o  speak. The 
way we d id  th ings  was done p r e t t y  much one way. This search  
and c l e a r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what it means, no more than  
t o  search and des t roy  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  what 
w e  d id  was weld s t a r t  walking and we'd come t o  a v i l l a g e .  
W e  were supposed t o  search  t h e  v i l l a g e  and move through it 
and t h a t ' s  a l l .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  was j u s t  a joke 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  we thought  most of the  time t h a t  what w e  were 
doing was t rampling o u t  minef ie lds  o r  drawing f i r e .  What 
w e  d id  d i d n ' t  seem t o  make too  much sense ,  a t  least t o  me. 
My i d e a  would be t h a t  you have go t  t o  do what you can i n  
the country without  s t epp ing  on it. That would be t h e  
b e s t  way t o  do it, because most of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  w e  
took were from mines. I th ink  t h e r e  was e n t i r e l y  t o o  much 
stumbling around. 

Anyway, t h e  way we opera ted  was p r e t t y  much t h e  
same a l l  t h e  way throughout t h e  t o u r .  We would go t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  m i s t r e a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and move on. 
W e  wouldn't  f i n d  too  much i n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was anybody t h e r e  except  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  were c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  bab ies ,  i n f a n t s ,  and 
women, and t h a t  t h e r e  were no young men. So t h a t  would 
i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  one t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were young men 
from time t o  t ime i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- What d i d  you mean by m i s t r e a t i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  ' 

ti. J u s t  genera l  mistreatment ,  s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s ,  de-
s t r o y i n g  p roper ty ,  b e a t i n g  t h e  people,  r apes ,  th ings  l i k e  
&is.  There were some shoot ings  and s o  on t h a t  I d idn ' t - -
l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  men b a s i c a l l y  knew, most of them, 
how I f e l t ,  and they would avoid me. I f  I was anywhere 
around, they would t r y  and avoid anything l i k e  any con tac t  
w i t h  people i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  

Q- What would you say t h e  s t a t e  of d i s c i p l i n e  was 
i n  t h e  company? 

A. From what I understand it wasn ' t  t o o  good. 

Q m  D i d  they  respond t o  o rde r s  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  th ink  s o ,  A s  I understand,  it wasn ' t  
very good a t  a l l .  But l i k e  I s a i d  we have t o  be r e l a t i v e  

(BERNEWRDT ) 26 APP T-46 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


about  t h i s ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  companies. I d o n ' t  know, be- 
cause I was only i n  one. A s  an example which I th ink  i s  
supposed t o  be p r e t t y  common i n  most companies, it looked 
t o  me as i f  t h e r e  w e r e  f a r  t o o  many of t h e  men who would 
no t  do t h e i r  sha re  i n  an engagement, They'd l i e  down 
behind a d ike  and j u s t  s t a y  t h e r e  and w a i t  f o r  it a l l  t o  
blow over  o r  something. I t  w a s  maybe a dozen o r  s o  who 
would do some shoot ing  i n  t h e  company. Some of t h e  o t h e r  
men who were n o t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  do any of the  shoot ing  were 
n o t  j u s t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  do it and would n o t  knock 
themselves ou t  t o  g e t  up and do some. Like,  i f  you were 
h i t  from t h e  f l ank  what we d i d ,  a t  l e a s t  CROSSLEY and I ,  
was t o  t r y  and g e t  where it i s ,  t o  where we could shoot  
without  endangering anybody of our  own. But most of  the  
t ime, t h e  men wouldn ' t  t r y  t o  knock themselves o u t  t o  
g e t  t o  where t h e  shoot ing  was. I d o n ' t  know whether 
you can say  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a d i s c i p l i n e  t h i n g  o r  n o t ,  be-
cause t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  weren ' t  any o rde r s .  I t h i n k  some 
of t h e  s u r b o r d i n a t e  leaders--not  Captain MEDINA h imsel f ,  
bu t  some of t h e  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  platoon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon 
s e r g e a n t s ,  squad leaders--were a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  a  loss--
p r a c t i c a l l y  always a t  a l o s s  whenever it came time t o  do 
some shoot ing .  They d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t o  do, o r  
d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  what t o  do. 

Q- W a s  t h i s  a lack  of t r a i n i n g ,  would you say? 

A .  Maybe a lack  of t r a i n i n g .  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  
what you c a l l  it. It seemed t h a t  some of t h e  men respond-
ed w e l l  enough, and they were supposed t o  have gone through 
t h i s  s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n g  anyway. 

Q.
MEDINA? 

What k ind  of company commander was Captain 

A. A s  company commanders go, I d o n ' t  know exac t ly .  
A t  l e a s t  one t h i n g ,  he had t h e  r e s p e c t  and t h e  confidence 
of t h e  men wi thout  a doubt. He had t h a t  more than  any of 
t h e  company commanders who came l a t e r .  

Q. Did he t a k e  care  o f  h i s  men we l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  he did as  much a s  he could.  H e  was 
always concerned about t h e  men. He thought they  were h i s .  
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Not j u s t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  h i s  command, b u t  they  were h i s  
own. I t  w a s  s o r t  of a camaraderie between him and h i s  men 
without  a c t u a l l y  l o s i n g  some of h i s  command a b i l i t y .  Possibly 
because he was o l d e r  than most c a p t a i n s ,  I suppose. I th ink  
he  was o l d e r  than most cap ta ins  would be a t  t h e  t i m e .  That 
may be why he had a l i t t l e  b i t  more re spec t  than any cap ta in  
i n  C/1/20 s i n c e  has had--at l e a s t  t o  my experience.  

Q- What was h i s  a t t i t u d e  towards Vietnamese? 

A. He had an extreme d i s l i k e  f o r  them, almost fana- 
t ic i sm.  I t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he f e l t  s o  much f o r  t h e  men t h a t  
h i s  f e e l i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h e s e  people were n o t  worth f i g h t i n g  for 
o r  not  worth any of h i s  men dying f o r ,  which I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
be l i eve  was t h e  p o i n t  anyway. Not t h a t  t h e r e ' s  anything wrong 
with it, bu t  I d o n ' t  s ee  t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  We had our  own objec-
t i v e ,  b u t  it was s o r t  of a r a c i a l  th ing .  H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
l i k e  Vietnamese a t  a l l .  H e  would j u s t  a s  soon k i l l  them as 
look a t  them, i f  he could g e t  away with it. 

Q. You th ink  t h i s  i s  p a r t  of what you r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  "dink complex, " a few moments ago? 

A. Y e s ,  i t ' s  showed s t r o n g  i n  him as  w e l l  as t h e  o t h e r  
men. 

Q- I f  you had t o  answer t h e  ques t ion  what r e a l l y  hap- 
pened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968, what would you say? 

A. I would say t h a t  a large number of South Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  f o r  no reasons,  s t r a t e g i c  o r  otherwise,  
i n  s h o r t .  

Q - How d i d  it come about? Was t h i s  i n  response t o  
orders?  Did t h e  men go o u t  of con t ro l?  

A. I.would say it was mostly an impulsive t h i n g ,  
even i n  response t o  o r d e r s .  The o rde r  could 've been taken 
anyway actually. I know how t h e  o rde r  was taken by most 
of the  men, and s o  you can s e e  i n  f a c t  t h a t  it was almost 
an impulsive t h i n g ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same time it was coupled wi th  
t h e  response t o  o rde r s .  I t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of both.  

Q- W e l l ,  would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  t h e  o rde r s  
were ambiguous? 
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A. No, it wou ldn ' t ,  because very  r a r e l y ,  even when a 
verbal o r d e r  is g iven ,  can you a c t u a l l y  a t t a c k  it. I n  o t h e r  
words, i t ' s  always dependable.  Not t h e  people  who a r e  e v a s i v e ,  
b u t ,  i f  you can unders tand  what I mean, w i th  a v e r b a l  o r d e r  
you can always say  I meant something else. I t  can always be 
sa id  t h a t  way. Not t h a t  people  a r e  be ing  e v a s i v e ,  b u t  o r d e r s  
v e r b a l  a r e  n o t  t h e  same as o r d e r s  w r i t t e n  where you always 
t h i n k  of  a loophole  and t r y  t o  cover  it. The o r d e r  w a s n ' t  
ambiguous. I t h i n k  it meant approximately  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  
worry about  any South Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  The purpose w a s n ' t  
t o  wipe them a l l  o u t ,  b u t  t h e  purpose was n o t  t o  worry about  
it i f  t hey  w e r e  t h e r e .  There w a s  supposed t o  be  a l a r g e  
number of VC t h e r e  a l s o .  I f  you k i l l e d  a bunch of  c i v i l i a n s  
a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  it wouldn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q g  
 Well,  we've hea rd  from o t h e r  people  t h a t  a good 
b i t  of  s t r e s s  was p l aced  on t h e  i d e a  t h a t  by 7:30 i n  t h e  morn-
i n g  a l l  t h e  noncombantants, c i v i l i a n s ,  would be  o u t  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and gone t o  market .  D o  you remember any th ing  of 
t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. I f  t h a t ' s  what w a s  s a i d ,  it d i d n ' t  make an impres- 
s i o n  on m e ,  because I would relate it t o  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  w e  
had been t o  where t h e r e  was no t ime when t h e  noncombatants 
were o u t  of  a v i l l a g e .  

& - You never  heard  of any i n s t a n c e  where everybody 
would be gone? 

A. No, I never  hea rd  of it. I have never  s een  it. 

Q- W e l l ,  you t h i n k  t h i s  k i l l i n g  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
men's d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  o u t  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n s  on somebody o r  
g e t  revenge f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t hey  s u f f e r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  so .  

Q *  You t h i n k  perhaps  t h i s  was a dominant t h i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  under s i m i l a r  c i rcumstances  any 
number of men would have done t h e  same t h i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  
any pe rcen tage  o f  any number would have done t h e  same 
t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number o f  
extremely v i c i o u s  o r  degene ra t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  my company. 
I t h i n k  it w a s  j u s t  the way t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e ,  t h a t  it 
a f f e c t s  most men t h i s  way. 
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(COL WILSON and COL FRANKLIN e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q. Well, t h e r e  has  been some evidence t h a t  t h e r e  were 
one-half dozen i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  company who were i n c l i n e d  t o  
v io lence ,  men who had s e v e r a l  t imes raped women, k i l l e d  them, 
and cu t  t h e  h a i r  o f f  young g i r l s  and wore t h e i r  b r a i d s  on t h e i r  
helmets,  and t h a t  kind of th ing .  D3 you r e c a l l  any of t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. I would say t h a t  some men a r e  more 
i n c l i n e d  t o  v io lence  more than o t h e r s ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  a r u l e  every- 
where, I th ink .  

Q- You d o n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  
j u s t  a few v i o l e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. No, and I d o n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  it t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
were perhaps more of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were more i n c l i n e d  
t o  v io lence  i n  my company. I th ink  it was j u s t  t h e  way t h i n g s  
were anyway. Without t h a t  number of people we s t i l l  would 
have been p r e t t y  much t h e  same. 

Q. So t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  were spread over  a f a i r l y  tn 
even segment of t h e  company inc lud ing  people who wouldn ' t  CV 
normally k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing?  

A. Some people t h a t  I would th ink  i n  l i f e  he re  were 
p r e t t y  decent  people.  They a r e  no t  t h e  same k ind  of men who 
would shoot  c i v i l i a n s  h e r e  o r  i n  any o t h e r  circumstances.  
You could t r u s t  them. 

Q. They wouldn ' t  shoot  a fel low American? 

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They wouldn ' t  do t h a t .  Some 
c f  them wouldn't--there a r e  probably some of them I would 
wonder about anyway, b u t  most of t h e  men i n  t h e  company 
wouldn't do t h a t .  

Q- You a r e  aware, of course ,  t h a t  I understand you
l a t e r  t a l k e d  t o  RIDENHOUR be fo re  he wrote h i s  l e t t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q m  So, you a r e  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
was no t  r epor ted  and was n o t  made known t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  a 
long t i m e  a f t e r  it happened. 
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A. Yes, sir ,  I know t h a t .  

Q - About a y e a r  e l apsed .  Can you e x p l a i n  why it was 
n o t  r e p o r t e d  e i t h e r  i n  some form o r  t a l k e d  about?  

A. A s  it i s  now, t h e r e  a r e n ' t  t o o  many people  who be-
l i e v e - - I  s h o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  t o o  many people  who be-
l i e v e  it. A s  it i s  now t h e r e  a r e  many people  who d o n ' t  be-
l i e v e  i t  y e t .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  enough ev idence ,  
accord ing  t o  some peop le ,  t o  s u p p o r t  whether  it took p l a c e  o r  
no t .  There i s  enough, s o r t  o f ,  t o  d i smis s  it i n  o u r  minds. 
But t h e  t h i n g  about  it i s  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ldn ' t  be any more 
ev idence ,  no m a t t e r  what happened, u n l e s s  somebody was down 
wi th  a camera crew and sound equipment. You unders tand  what 
I mean? I t  was f a r  away, and it was some t i m e  ago. What w a s  
t h e r e ?  One w i t n e s s ?  One s u r v i v o r  i f  he was--I d o n ' t  know i f  
he was o r  n o t .  I t ' s  t h e  k i n d  of  a t h i n g  t h a t ,  I mean, i t ' s  
k ind  of u n b e l i e v a b l e  now. There i s n ' t  t h a t  much ev idence  t o  
suppor t  it. There wouldn ' t  have been t h a t  much ev idence  t o  
suppor t  it no matter what happened t h e r e .  I t  makes it k i n d  
of d i f f i c u l t .  Anyway, who do you t e l l ?  Who e x a c t l y ?  I n  
your p o s i t i o n ,  you might have somebody t o  s a y  t h i s  t o ,  b u t  i n  
my p o s i t i o n  I d o n ' t .  

Q - W e l l ,  are you s a y i n g  t h a t  you thought  i f  you t o l d  
anybody they  wou ldn ' t  b e l i e v e  it anyway? 

A. I thought  t h a t  I possibly--some people  would be-
l i e v e  and o t h e r  people  might be  t h e  wrong people .  O r  t h a t  
t hey  would be people  who know i n  f a c t  t h a t  it does  happen 
and, perhaps ,  p e r p e t r a t e  it themselves  and encourage it and 
would want t o  see m e  e i t h e r  d i s c r e d i t e d  o r  o u t  of t h e  way. 

Q - I b e l i e v e  you e a r l i e r  made some s t a t e m e n t s  i n d i -
c a t i n g  t h a t  you f e l t  under some p r e s s u r e  o r  some t h r e a t  i n  
r ega rds  t o  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  I s a y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know. There i s  always s a f e t y  
i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  i n  o t h e r  words, t o  s ay  something now and t h e n  
have anyth ing  happen t o  me wouldn ' t  e x a c t l y  look  ve ry  w e l l  f o r  
this i n c i d e n t .  

Q What about  when you were back i n  Vietnam wi th  t h e  
company. Did you f e e l  any p r e s s u r e  t h e r e  from t h e  o t h e r  men 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  i t ?  
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A. Well ,  h e r e  was t h e  problem. There w a s n ' t  any-
body t o  t e l l  b u t  t h e  company. There were very few oppor tun i -
t i e s  t h a t  I had t o  g e t  away from t h e  company t o  s e e  anybody 
e x c e p t  somebody on my b r igade  l e v e l .  Who would you go t o ?  
I f  it w a s  something that--now I d o n ' t  know about  t h i s  t h i n g  
h e r e ,  how high up it went. We l i k e  t o  t h i n k  it w a s  a company 
t h i n g ;  it w a s  j u s t  s o r t  o f  a l u n a t i c  r e a c t i o n  o r  something. 
But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I f  it went up t o ,  s a y ,  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and 
I had made a compla in t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know ex-
a c t l y  what t h e  e f f e c t  would have been then ,  

Q- Did you e v e r  have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  perhaps  t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g  went on a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  it was t h e  accep ted  t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q There fo re ,  you wouldn 't--
( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q- Why r e p o r t  i t ?  

A.  I thought  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a c t u a l l y  what happens. This  i s  my on ly  w a r .  I t  i s  
my only  w a r .  I t  is  my on ly  company. I t  i s  my on ly  expe r i ence .  
And I thought  t h a t  w e l l ,  what w e  have been r ead ing  and what 
w e  have been s e e i n g  i n  movies has  been a b i g  l i e .  I d i d n ' t  
know. I t  w a s  m y  whoie i i f e  t hen .  it w a s  a y e a r  and t h a t  
w a s  my whole l i f e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

2 I n  o t h e r  words you f e e l  t h a t  maybe t h i s  i s  l i k e  
v h a t  it r e a l l y  i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I thought  it w a s  p o s s i b i e .  I t  seems t o  be 
f a i r l y  accep ted  w i t h i n  t h e  company. I d i d n ' t  f i n d  anybody 
ou t r aged  by it. I a l s o  knew t h a t  people  on h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
knew about  it and w e r e n ' t  s ay ing  anyth ing .  

Q This  i s  a ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n .  Would 
you e n l a r g e  on t h a t ?  

A. That  i s  t h e  people  on t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  knew about  
it and w e r e n ' t  s a y i n g  anyth ing?  
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Q. Y e s .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  how a company could  do any-
t h i n g ,  t h a t  i s ,  o p e r a t e  anywhere w i thou t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  nex t  
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  knowing about it. That  would have been 
Colonel  BARKER. But I hea rd  t h a t  a c o l o n e l  had come and ask-
e d  about it who had appa ren t ly  known. H e  w a s n ' t  t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  any th ing  about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  What he was ask ing  t h e  
men was what t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  it was. I n  o t h e r  words, a s  
though he knew. This  i s  what I ga the red  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
men, and it w a s n ' t  Colonel  BARKER, and t h a t  it was a f u l l  
c o l o n e l .  And I f i g u r e d  w e l l ,  okay, b r igade .  

Q- Do you know who Colonel  HENDERSON was? 

A. H e  was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  
he w a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a t  t h e  t ime.  I on ly  saw him once. 

Q- H e  was. H e  assumed command on t h e  1 5 t h ,  and he had 
been t h e  b r igade  exec b e f o r e  t hen .  

A. I on ly  saw him one t i m e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t ime I 
e v e r  s a w  him. 

Q- Yas he t he  man who came around a sk ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A.  This  I d o n ' t  know. They d i d n ' t  t e i l  m e  who it 
w a s .  They s a i d  a f u l l  c o l o n e l ,  someplace up i n  b r igade .  

Q Colonel  HENDERSON t o l d  us--and we've had o t h e r  
ev idence  of  t h i s - - t h a t  when C h a r l i e  Company was e x t r a c t e d  
from t h e  A0 down there--and I ' m  t a k i n g  you back t o  LZ 
D o t t i e - - t h a t  he m e t  wi th  some of t h e  men, s ay  a couple  o r  
t h r e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l o a d s ,  and t a l k e d  t o .  them about it. He 
asked them q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  p o s s i b l e  k i l l i n g s  of c i v i l i a n s  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . H e  t a l k e d  t o  a group,  and then  he  asked sev-
eral  q u e s t i o n s .  Were you aware of t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how it was conducted.  

Q* You w e r e n ' t  p r e s e n t ?  

A. No, I w a s n ' t  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l ,  s i r .  
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Q You t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  when BUCHANON 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  This  is  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you s e e  Colonel  BARKER a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  
t h a t  day, on t h e  16 th?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him a t  a l l .  

Q =  Were any o f f i c e r s  s e n i o r  t o  Captain  MEDINA a t  M y  
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. There w e r e  two men t h e r e .  I thought  t hey  w e r e  
o f f i c e r s .  I'm p r e t t y  good a t  p i c k i n g  o u t  o f f i c e r s  anyway, 
I t h i n k .  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX never  wore any rank.  H e  was t h e  €2 
a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r .  When I f i r s t  s a w  him, he w a s n ' t  wear ing I-. 
any r ank ,  and I knew he  w a s  an o f f i c e r  t h e n ,  s o  I c o n s i d e r  rn 
myself s o r t  of an a u t h o r i t y  on o f f i c e r s .  Anyway, t h e s e  two 
men t h a t  were w i th  t h e  company a t  t h e  time--one o f  them has  LD 
been i d e n t i f i e d  as a m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  one--

9. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h a t  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON? 

7 
a. 

l-don't reneinber his ilairie, biit 1 k n m  he - - - - - I L  
WQDIL L 

wearing any i n s i g n i a .  And a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  one w a s  an o l d e r  
man, I t h i n k ,  and wasnPt wear ing any- -e i ther  he had on 
TJ.S. o r  else he d i d n ' t  have any i n s i g n i a .  I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y  which, b u t  those--I  s a w  them. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  o l d e r  man might have been a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  o r  n o t .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  see anybody s e n i o r  t o  Capta in  MEDINA 
i r r i v e  i n  a he l i cop te r - -

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I d i d  n o t ,  sir.  

Q And v i s i t  t h e  s cene  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  The on ly  t i m e  throughout  my whole 
t o u r  t h a t  I s a w  anybody s e n i o r  t o  Captain  MEDINA on t h e  ground 
du r ing  an o p e r a t i o n  was Colonel  G U I N N ,  who was l a t e r  t h e  bat-
t a l i o n  commander. 
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Q =  Was t h a t  a f t e r  he g o t  t o  be  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander? 

A. S i r ?  

Q- Was t h a t  when he  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. When he was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. Tha t  was t h e  
on ly  t i m e ,  s i r ,  i n  my whole t o u r  I saw anybody above t h e  grade  
of Captain  MEDINA on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  t r o o p s  du r ing  an 
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  I t a k e  it t h a t  it w a s  your  impress ion ,  t h e n ,  
t h a t  t h e  company would be l i f t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r s ,  l e f t  on t h e  ground,  and they  wou ldn ' t  s e e  anybody 
s e n i o r  t o  Capta in  MEDINA u n t i l  t hey  were p u l l e d  o u t  aga in .  
Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. That was u s u a l l y  t h e  way w e  d i d  t h i n g s  even on t h e  
h i l l .  There w a s  r a r e l y  anyone-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You main ta ined  communications by 
r a d i o  t hen?  

A. Most of t he  tiiitc PL was r a d i o .  

COL MILLER: You may have answered t h i s  complete ly  b e f o r e  I 
came. You mentioned it a f t e r  I g o t  back i n  h e r e .  You s a i d  
that  somebody came down and asked q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  it sounds as 
though he  knew what it w a s  a l l  about .  Was t h i s  a f i e l d  grade  
o f f i c e r  who came down t o  t h e  company and w a s  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
of i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r s  sometime a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Sometime a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  on 
LZ D o t t i e  t h e r e  w a s  a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r .  From what I ga th-
e r e d ,  he w a s  a f u l l  c o l o n e l  who was a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s  of  t h e  
men, more o r  less probing  f o r  a r e a c t i o n  t o  what had happened 
as though he  knew what had happened. Now t h a t ' s  what I ga th-
e r e d  from what t h e  men t o l d  m e .  That  i s ,  t hey  t o l d  me what 
q u e s t i o n s  he  asked,  which I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h e  t i m e .  And 
they  t o l d  me what k ind  of  answers t hey  gave him. And t h i s  i s  
what I ga the red  from t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  I wasn I t  

t h e r e .  
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COL FRANKLIN: Do you know i f  t h i s  even t  happened sometime 
a f t e r  t h e  day of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  could it have been t h e  i n -
c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  back a t  LZ D o t t i e  as you w e r e  e x t a c t e d  
from the  f i e l d ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we were taken  i n t o  
LZ D o t t i e  from t h e  f i e l d ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  

Q S  You w e r e n ' t  p r e s e n t ?  

A. I was no t .  

LTC PATTERSON: A s  I unders tand i t - -and I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  
c l a r i f y  it f o r  t h e  record--you d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  of C Company i n  Hawaii? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Were you a member of  t h e  LRRP company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And then  you were t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  LRRP com-
pany t o  C Company? 

A. About 2 weeks b e f o r e  the  coItipany moved t o  Vietnai-I. 
Two weeks o r  less, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  now. 

Q - You went wi th  C Company t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  W e  found o u t ,  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
found o u t ,  t h a t  t h e  Aner i ca l  Div is ion  had provided f o r  long  
range recon p a t r o l s  and t h a t  t h e  one t h a t  w e  had f o r  b r igade  
wasn ' t  necessary .  So they  broke up t h e  u n i t .  W e  w e r e n ' t  
very happy about t h a t .  They broke us up and pu t  us i n t o  
groups and pu t  us i n t o  t h e  va r ious  elements of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 
A number of us--I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how many--ended up i n  
Char l i e  Company. 

Q -What k i n d  of  t r a i n i n g  d i d  you g e t  when you a r r i v e d  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. When I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam w e  g o t  t o  Danang and be-
f o r e  dawn w e  moved o u t  of  t h e r e  and w e  went t o  Duc Pho. From 

(BERNHARDT ) 36 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-46 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Duc Pho w e  went t o  Carantan.  That  i s  i n  Duc Pho. Carantan 
i s  t h e  area n e a r  LZ Bronco. We s e t  up a bunker l i n e  t h e r e .  
W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e .  W e  had a few problems- - t ra in ing  miss ions .  
W e l l ,  we  would go t o  an a r e a ,  and t h e  a r e a  would be l a i d  o u t  
l i k e  a Vietnamese ~ i l l a g e ~ s u p p o s e d l yt y p i c a l ,  The 2d ARVN 
Division--they had it used as examples of  t r o o p s  and Vietcong. 
W e  a l s o  went t o  a p l a c e  where t hey  had t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  NCO 
academy down t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where t h a t  i s ,  b u t  
w e  went t h e r e .  We g o t  c l a s s e s  i n  h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  and 
s c o u t  dogs. 

a. Okay. Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  your  company went o p e r a t i o n a l ?  E i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
LRRP company o r  C Company t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho, concerning t h e  
Geneva Convention,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of  war ,  and how t o  handle  
t h e  d e t a i n e e s ,  e t  c e t e r a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  hand le  
p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r ,  e x c e p t  what I ' v e  l e a r n e d  i n  b a s i c  and A I T .  

Q You had it i n  b a s i c  and AIT? 

A. Also,  w e  had a way t o  handle  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war,  
t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  LRRP company, which w a s  t h e  S ' s  and s o  on. 
But as f a r  as hand l ing  c i v i l i a n s  i s  concerned,  w e  had no-
t h i n g .  The L R R P ' s  w a s  n o t  t h e  same type  of  u n i t ,  it w a s  un-
neces sa ry  t o  t e a c h  t h e  LRRP's . A s  f a r  a s  t h e  company goes ,  
it may have g o t t e n  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  it. 

Q. Did you ask anybody how t o  t r e a t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
any th ing?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see any r ea son  t o  ask t h e s e  men, most 
of them, how they  would t r e a t  p r i s o n e r s  -- I never  asked 
them i f  t h e y ' d  g o t t e n  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  matter. 

Q. Did you ask anybody y o u r s e l f  t o  s a t i s f y  q u e s t i o n s  
i n  your  own mind? 

A. I d i d n ' t  ask anyone i f  t hey  had any t r a i n i n g  on 
how t o  hand le  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- Did you a sk  f o r  your  own in fo rma t ion?  
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A. Oh, d i d  I want t o  know how t o  hand le  c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q Y e s ,  d i d  you unders tand ,  o r  d i d  you comprehend t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants, d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I unders tood myse l f ,  sir.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  -- I d o n ' t  
know about  t h e  o t h e r  men, b u t  I unders tood myself .  I d i d n ' t  
see any r ea son  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s ,  because it seemed t o  m e  t h a t  
I knew about as much a s  anybody I could ask.  Maybe it sounds 
presumptuous, b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY o r  
Captain  MEDINA could  have prov ided  me wi th  a b e t t e r  answer 
t h a n  I had myself .  

Q You mentioned i n  your  t es t imony,  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y
it, a . 4 5  c a l i b e r  au tomat ic .  Was t h a t  t h e  weapon you r e f e r r e d  
t o ?  

A. A p i s t o l ,  s ir .  I t  i s  an au tomat ic  p i s t o l .  I t ' s  
semiautomatic.  They ca l l  it t h e  . 4 5  au tomat ic .  When t h e y  
ca l l  a p i s t o l  semiautomat ic ,  it i s  an au tomat ic  p i s t o l ,  r i g h t ?  
The machinegunner and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner c a r r y  them. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I j u s t  want t o  fo l low up on what he  j u s t  asked 
you he re .  You mentioned t h a t  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  you cou ld  
ask L ieu tenan t  CALLEY o r  Captain  MEDINA f o r  some answers i n  
t h i s  * ins ,  b e c ~ c s et hzy  conld not givs zny S e t t e r  answcrs 
than  you had. What do you mean by t h i s ,  you t r i e d  something 
similar t o  t h i s  b e f o r e  o r  what? 

A. No, s ir .  But ,  once when we s t a r t e d  o p e r a t i n g  and 
when w e  f i rs t  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  
whatever t hey  were,  a p p a r e n t l y  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
o l d  women wi th  "chogie  s t i c k s "  -- t h a t  i s ,  t h e  l o n g  s t i c k  t h a t  
t hey  ba l ance  on t h e i r  shou lde r  w i t h  two b a s k e t s ,  one on e i t h e r  
end -- i n  f r o n t  o f  m e .  I o rde red  them t o  s t o p ,  t h a t  i s  "dung 
l a i ,  " which means s t o p ,  I t h i n k .  I never  g o t  t h e  r i g h t  re-
a c t i o n  o u t  of  "dung l a i , "  and t h e y  k e p t  on going on ly  a l i t t l e  
b i t  f a s t e r .  I f i r e d  some s h o t s  o v e r  t h e i r  heads.  A f t e r  t h a t  
t i m e  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY s a i d  t o  me t h a t  " t h e  o l d  man" s a y s  --
which could mean any "o ld  man," t h e  company commander, t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander -- s a i d  t h a t  i f  they  d o n ' t  s t o p  when you 
say  "dung l a i , "  you s h o o t  them. So I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  of  t h i s  
as r e a l l y  be ing  t h e  b e s t  way t o  handle  it. There could  be 
any reason  why they  d o n ' t  s t o p  when I say  "dung l a i . "  Not 
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knowing f o r  s u r e  what "dung l a i n  means myse l f ,  I might be 
t e l l i n g  them t o  g e t  l o s t .  I t ' s  a t o n a l  language.  You have t o  
know t h e  music,  n o t  only  t h e  words, s o  I might be s ay ing  it 
wrong. I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  doing t h a t .  I was t o l d  t h a t  t hey  
might have hand grenades i n  t h e  b a s k e t s  and I thought  t hey  
might a l s o  have f i s h ,  s i n c e  they  were f i s h  b a s k e t s ,  and I 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t r u s t  t h e  judgment of t h e  people  t h a t  I had 
i n  command of m e .  So t h a t  ' s  why I d i d n ' t  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  
o u t  how I w a s  supposed t o  handle  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  apparen t  
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q *  W e l l , . y o u P r e  g e t t i n g  more s p e c i f i c .  Did you t r y  t o  
go, w i th  any o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  you had,  t o  Captain  
&DINA, and ask him t o  answer a q u e s t i o n  you might have? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  South Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  were concerned.  I had mentioned somet h i n s  about 
them i n  g e n e r a l ,  2nd t h e  r e a c t i o n s  t h a t  I g e t  f r o m  h i m  and 
any of my o t h e r  l e a d e r s  w a s  n o t  e x a c t l y  what I thought  I 
should  get. So I had t o  s o r t  of  make my own d e c i s i o n  t h e r e .  

Q. You mentioned L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. I f  I r e c a l l ,  
you w e r e  i n  t h e  2d P la toon ,  w e r e  you no t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q- Who w a s  your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. A t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  t o u r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY 
w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  i d  P la toon .  H e  was changed 
a f t e rwards .  

Q Who was your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  on t h e  16 th?  

A. On t h e  1 6 t h  my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  was L ieu tenan t  
BROOKS. 

Q Had you e v e r  approached L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS on t h e  
problem o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you may have had? 

A. No, sir.  A t  t h a t  t ime it was p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b -
l i s h e d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  my mind, on how c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  supposed 
t o  -be handled  accord ing  t o  company p o l i c y ,  o r  what I thought  
was company p o l i c y .  Since t h e  way t h e y  were b e i n g  handled w a s  
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known and n o t  commented on one way o r  ano the r ,  I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  
t o  t r y  and f i n d  o u t  from L ieu tenan t  BROOKS how he would have 
handled it. 

Q - L e t ' s  f o r g e t  about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  r i g h t  now. Did 
you ask him anyth ing  i n  g e n e r a l ,  any ques t ions  you may have 
had about anyth ing ,  o t h e r  than  c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants? 

A.  Unless it was anyth ing  immediately necessary  t o  
t h e  ope ra t ion ,  I d i d n ' t  ask him. 

Q. You mentioned's few t h i n g s  i n  your prev ious  
test imony h e r e  t h a t  r e q u i r e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on one p o i n t .  
You mentioned t h a t  t h e  men of  t h e  company avoided you. Why
d i d  they  avoid you? Did you r e p o r t  them f o r  c e r t a i n  i n c i -
den t s  be fo re  t h i s  o r  what? 

A. No, sir. I t h i n k  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  want my d i s -
approval ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  I d o n ' t  know why. They j u s t  wanted 
t o  avoid me r a t h e r  than  what I would say.  I d o n ' t  know what 
they expected m e  t o  do,  b u t  it was j u s t  t h a t  it would be a 
l o t  e a s i e r  t o  do it o u t  of s i g h t  of  me than t o  do it where 
I was, o r  where I could s e e  what was going on. I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  what it w a s ,  b u t  they were a f r a i d .  Whether they  
were a f r a i d  t h a t  I would r e p o r t  it, o r  a f r a i d  t h a t  I might 
do s ~ x e t h i n c jiayszlf, o r  -+-"w l a ~ t  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  want t o  have 
anyth ing  t o  do wi th  anyth ing  o u t  o f ,  wi thout  -- when they  
handled c i v i l i a n s  badly  it was usua l ly  where I wasn ' t .  
L e t ' s  pu t  it t h a t  way. 

Q- W e l l ,  how about  a f t e r ,  o t h e r  than  a combat 
a s s a u l t ,  o r  any a c t i o n s  of  t h i s  k ind?  What was your as-
s o c i a t i o n  wi th  some of t h e  men i n  t h e  company? 

A .  My a s s o c i a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  I had s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  company. There wasn ' t  
anyone I can t h i n k  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s l i k e d  m e .  There 
probably w e r e  some, b u t  a t  l e a s t  they  d i d n ' t  show it. Some-
t i m e s  when t h i n g s  were c r i t i c a l ,  I ' d  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  men would 
l i s t e n  t o  anybody t h a t  s ays  anything.  I s o r t  of s t u d i e d  t h i s  
t h ing .  Like ,  when they  w e r e  i n  a c r i t ica l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  a 
f i r e  f i g h t ,  o r  something of  t h a t  s o r t ,  they would l i s t e n  t o  
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anybody, most ly .  And u s u a l l y  t h e  l e a d e r s  t h a t  w e  had were 
s o r t  of a t  a l o s s  on what t o  do o r  what t o  say .  So i f  I 
were t o  say  something,  it would be done. I t  w a s n ' t  anything 
r e a l l y  tremendous, I t  was just t.he wa.17 i.t happened, And i n  
my squad,  ' t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. Sometimes when anybody was 
around m e ,  I ' d  t r y  t o  run  them, because I l i k e d  t o  do t h i n g s  
my own way anyway. 

Q • I n  o t h e r  words, based on your  impress ion ,  t hey  
t r i e d  t o  avoid you t o  some e x t e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would say  t h a t  knowing t h e  way I f e l t  
about  t h e  appa ren t  company p o l i c y  of hand l ing  c i v i l -
i a n s  w a s .  Knowing how I f e l t  about  t h a t ,  t hey  would avoid 
hand l ing  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  manner when I was p r e s e n t .  Other 
t han  t h e  fac t  t h a t  we had a disagreement  about how t o  handle  
c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e r e  wasn' t r e a l l y  t o o  much f r i c t i o n  between 
myself and t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  company. 

Q My u n d e r s t a n d i n g . i s  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  as f a r  a s  your s u p e r i o r s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Which i n c i d e n t  i s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q m  The My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  

And which person  i s  it t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it t o .  

Q W e l l ,  any one of  your  s u p e r i o r s ?  

A. A s  f a r  as I knew, a l l  t h e  s u p e r i o r s  t h a t  I could 
have,  a t  least my d i r e c t  s u p e r i o r s ,  were p r e s e n t ,  and t h a t  
t hey  knew. Other  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody e l s e  t h a t  I 
could  r e p o r t  it t o .  

Q. W e l l  l e t  m e  ask you t h i s  t hen .  During your i n -
d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  Vietnam, w e r e n ' t  you always adv i sed ,  even i n  
t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  you could  go t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h a t  you could 
even go through command channels  f o r  complaints  of  any type?  

A.  C e r t a i n l y  w e  were ,  b u t  t h e  I G  would have been on 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  a t  leas t .  I don1t know how t h e  I G  works. 
I suppose i t ' s  a s e p a r a t e  t h i n g ,  b u t  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
it w a s  p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Is it a depar t -
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ment of t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  i s  it a s e p a r a t e  t h i n g  l i k e  JAGC. I 
d o n ' t  know how it works, b u t  anyway a l l  I thought  w a s  t h a t  i f  
it was p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I ' m  making a r e p o r t  t o  them. I 
thought  t hey  probably a l r e a d y  knew about  it. I c o u l d n ' t  under-
s t a n d  how something l i k e  t h i s  could happen and h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
n o t  know about it. 

Q Something else h e r e .  You mention about  Captain  
MEDINA almost  h a t i n g  Vietnamese pe r sonne l ,  and you a l s o  men-
t i o n  t h e  word " d i s c r i m i n a t i o n "  o r  " r a c e , "  words t o  t h i s  e f -
f e c t .  Is t h i s  your own p e r s o n a l  op in ion  o r  i s  t h i s  from 
your  obse rva t ions?  

A. Th is  i s  from my o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  sir.  That  i s  from 
what I have seen  him do,  and from what I have h e a r d  him say .  
I t  comes o u t  as an op in ion  because I h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  any con-
c r e t e  ev idence ,  a t  l eas t  n o t  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
he  d id  have t h i s  f e e l i n g  towards t h e  South Vietnamese. But 
I t h i n k  it i s  a cons ide red  op in ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, I d i d n ' t  
j u s t  g e t  it o u t  of t h e  b l u e  someplace. I t ' s  n o t  an o f f - the -
w a l l  t h i n g .  I ' v e  thought  about  i t ,  and I ' m  p r e t t y  o b j e c t i v e  
as f a r  as t h a t  goes.  I wouldn' t say  anyth ing  about  somebody 
u n l e s s  I w a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it w a s  so .  

Q - You mention t h i n g s  t h a t  he d i d  and t h i n g s  t h a t  
he szld; !%-a+ ve re  scme cf the thiz~cthzt he Zid 222 c 2 i Z ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  words t h a t  he s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  
s ay .  H e  would make comments about  South Vietnamese, joke 
about  it s o  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t ' s  t h e  way he  f e l t  about 
t h e s e  people .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  way about 
a l l  peopl-em T h . a t Q swhy I th ink  it was a racial t h i n g  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  H e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  way about  a l l  
people .  I d o n ' t  s e e  how anybody could.  But he d i d  f e e l  
t h a t  way about  t h e  South Vietnamese. T h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  
he made an excep t ion  o f  them. 

Q I have one las t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  you then .  Do you 
know anyone who t r i e d  to suppres s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know o f  anyone. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  
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COL FRANKLIN: Se rgean t  BERNHARDT, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  amplify a 
l i t t l e  on t h i s .  You mention t h a t  what you have bezn d i s -
c u s s i n g  s f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  company. Am 
I correct i n  s ay ing  -- I ' m  u s ing  some of your words and I ' m  
r e a l l y  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  t r i c k  you o r  anyth ing .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  know -- t h a t  i n  C/1/20, you can b e a t  people  and r ape  
people  and s t e a l  from people  and t h i s  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  condoned? 
I f  I ' m  wrong, s ay  so .  

A. You are n o t  wrong, s i r .  

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  your t o u r  w i t h  them, C/1/20? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  1'11 say  t h a t  it s l a c k e d  o f f  a l i t t l e  
b i t  l a t e r  on due t o  t h e  change i n  command and t h e  change i n  
A O ' s ,  b u t  it went p r e t t y  much a l l  t h e  way through.  

Q e  So that  they  could  r ape  a Vietnamese woman wi th  
impuni ty?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There was one t i m e  t h a t  
it w a s  r e p o r t e d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you know anyth ing  about  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  one t i m e  it was r e p o r t e d .  The reason  it 
w a s  r e p o r t e d  w a s  because t h e  South Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  
from b r i g a d e  was wi th  us a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and he r e p o r t e d  it t o  
t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  I guess t hey  c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  s ay  no th ing  
t o  him. H e  r a i s e d  t h e  d ickens  about  it. There w a s  a r ape  
t h i n g  and I d o n ' t  know i f  -- do you know any th ing  about t h a t  

- a t  a l l ?  W e l l ,  anyway t h a t  w a s  one t i m e  when it w a s  r e p o r t e d  
because he was t h e r e ,  Other t han  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  many o t h e r  
t i m e s  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  r e p o r t e d  a t  l e a s t  h i g h e r  t h a n  company. 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  company commander d i d  -- I d o n ' t  s e e  how he 
could  n o t  have known about  it. 

Q . Was it common knowledge i n  t h e  company? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q You say t h e  s o l d i e r s  t r i e d  t o  avoid you f o r  t h e s e  
t h i n g s ?  I t  looks  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  m e  f o r  a p l a toon  t o  avoid 
somebody e l s e  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  when they  are doing something? 

A. Y e s .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  may have been ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
what t hey  d id .  
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Q Have you p e r s o n a l l y  s een  women raped ,  s t u f f  s t o l e n ,  
and c i v i l i a n s  bea t en?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

COL PATTERSON: I g o t  t h e  impress ion ,  Se rgean t  BERNHARDT, and 
I t h i n k  maybe f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  h e r e ,  t h a t  you know an awful 
l o t  about Captain  MEDINA: t h e  way he t h i n k s ,  t h e  way he acts ,  
what h i s  ph i lo soph ie s  a r e ,  and h i s  op in ions .  I ' m  a l i t t l e  a t  
a l o s s  as  t o  how a r i f l e m a n ,  PFC, i n  a p l a t o o n ,  i n  a squad 
down t h e  l i n e  g e t s  t o  know h i s  company commander q u i t e  s o  
w e l l .  W i l l  you c l a r i f y  t h a t  f o r  me? 

A. With Captain  MEDINA, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Like I s a i d  
he had a f e e l i n g  o f  camarader ie  w i t h  t h e  men. H e  g o t  around CC 

0:
q u i t e  a b i t .  H e  was w i th  t h e  men. Most of  t h e  men i n  t h e  C'; 
company --it d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  how f a r  down t h e  l i n e  t h e y  were 
-- knew him, knew how he though t ,  knew how he f e l t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  t h a t  anybody i n  t h e  company you would ask would say  U: 

n
Capta in  MEDINA would be  no s t r a n g e r  t o  them i n  any way. That  
would be t r u e  a f t e r  any t ime i n  t h e  ccmpany. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he was a bad company commander. I t ' s  j u s t  h i s  way. I n  o t h e r  
words, i f  he had t h e  r i g h t  o b j e c t i v e s ,  he would have been 
good. 

Q D i d  you know L ieu tenan t  RROOKS t h a t  wel.l? 

A.  Lieu tenan t  BROOKS d i d  n o t  have t h e  dynamic per-
s o n a l i t y .  He d i d  n o t  p r o j e c t  h imse l f  t h a t  w e l l ' .  

How about  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, p r e t t y  much t h e  same way. 

How about  your p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  

A,  Sergean t  BUCHANON? I knew him p r e t t y  w e l l ,  I 
thought .  Another t h i n g  about  Capta in  MEDINA i s  t h a t  he d i d  
p r o j e c t  h imse l f .  H e  had t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  You knew him. 

Q. On t h a t  day i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  , you j u s t  happened t o  
be i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  Capta in  MEDINA w i t h  a rope and 
ready t o  p u l l  t h i s  box o u t ?  
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A. No, sir. They knew t h a t  I had t h e  rope.  That  i s  
t h e  company knew, t h e  CP. He c a l l e d  and asked me. c p e c i f i c a l l y .  
I thought  he d i d  because my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  
-- I d o n ' t  know who it was a t t h e  tifine, probably. Se rgean t  
BUCHANON, probably wasn 't L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS, somebody asked 
f o r  m e ,  and s a i d  f o r  me t o  go t o  t h i s  p l ace .  I went back and 
f i n a l l y  found it. That was t h e  headqua r t e r s  group,  where 
Capta in  MEDINA w a s .  So t h a t ' s  how I managed t o  g e t  back t h e r e ,  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Can I ask you one more t h i n g ?  

A. Sure ,  sir.  

a - You mention Captain  MEDINA was s o  dynamic, he 
came down t o  s e e  t h e  t r o o p s ,  he w a s  w e l l  known, and s o  f o r t h  
and so on. And y e t  h e r e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  have been t a k i n g  p l a c e .  
Not on ly  h e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  b u t  p rev ious  t o  t h i s  a s  f a r  as 
t h e  r apes  and so f o r t h .  Did you a t  any t ime t i i i ~ ~ k& o u t  
a s k i n g  him about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q Can you say  why? I know i t ' s  a p r e t t y  ha rd  ques-
t i o n .  

A. I expressed  myself a couple  of t imes t o  t h e  p o i n t
where he knew how I f e l t  anyway. But I knew t h a t  s i n c e  he  
knew anyway h imse l f  what was going on,  t h e r e  would be no sense  
i n  a sk ing  why. H e  knew and I guess  it was okay wi th  him, s o  
I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  ask him i f  it was okay w i t h  him o r  why. I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any reason  t o  do t h a t .  I t  wou1.d be l i k e  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  him o u t .  It  d o e s n ' t  work t h a t  way. 

Q. I t  would seem t o  m e  t h a t  i f  you somewhat d i sag reed  
w i t h  what was go ing  on you would have a t  l e a s t  asked him i s  
t h i s  t h e  Army's p o l i c y .  Is t h i s  condoned? 

A. I knew t h a t  a s  f a r  as I knew it was n o t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, t h i s  w a s n ' t  supposed t o  go on l i k e  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  know 
whether  it was o r  n o t .  But I knew what I had been t o l d  was 
t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  p o l i c y .  This  was n o t  what w e  were supposed 
t o  be doing.  So I thought  t h a t  it was e i t h e r  one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r :  e i t h e r  he knew what he w a s  doing and he  w a s  doing it 
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r i g h t ,  o r  r a t h e r  accord ing  t o  t h e  unwr i t t en  law, o r  he knew 
t h a t  what he  was doing w a s  wrong and t h e r e  was no s e n s e  i n  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  him about  t h a t .  I t ' s  k ind  of  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ex- 
p l a i n  why I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  any of  t h i s  w i t h  members o f  t h e  
company o r  wi th  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  l i k e  my commander o r  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  and s o  on. I j u s t  d i d n ' t .  It d i d n ' t  seem appro- 
p r i a t e  a t  t h e  t ime.  

MR WST: I t h i n k  you exp res sed  it a l l  r i g h t .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: One more q u e s t i o n .  You mention t h a t  you w e r e  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Captain  MEDINA on t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Other  t h a n  t h i s  one i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- I Ll ink you a l s o  mentioned about  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
t h a t  you heard.  Did you by any chance h e a r  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
about  a body count  o r  a-number  of noncombatants k i l l e d  and 
so f o r t h ?  

A. AS fa r  as I could see, t h e r e  were noncombatants 
? . i l l e d  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know now. Woman and c h i l d r e n ,  r i g h t ,  
t h i s  i s  t r u e .  A s  f a r  as t h e  body count  goes ,  I hea rd - a .body 
c a ~ l tb u t  it w a s  a rumor. I t  w a s n ' t  a t r ansmis s ion .  I t  
w a s ~ ' t  e n y t b i n ~  that I heerd frnn h i m ,  L think it W ~ SIC 

he headqua r t e r s  a r e a ,  b u t  it was more l i k e  a rumor. I 
would say  t h a t  it w a s  a rumor. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  be c e r t a i n  
c where I hea rd  t h e  body count ,  b u t  I d i d  h e a r  a body count  
of over  300.  

b1R WEST: Sergeant AERNHARDT, we very  much a p p r e c i a t e  your  
coming i n  h e r e  and g i v i n g  your  t es t imony and h e l p i n g  us w i t h  
l ~ c ; e  t h i n g s  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e s o l v e .  I f  you t h i n k  of  any-

t . ing  else you b e l i e v e  would h e l p  u s ,  i f  you f i n d  any r eco rds  
c:? photographs o r  n o t e s  t h a t  might b e a r  on ou r  problems,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. W e  a r e  going t o  recess h e r e  i n  
3. moment and a f t e r  t h a t  Colonel  WILSON would l i k e  t o  con t inue  
w i t h  you on c e r t a i n  p o i n t s ,  b u t  t h e  rest o f  us  w i l l  d rop  o u t .  
Thank you very much. 

A. You are welcome, sir. 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1547 hour s ,  29 December 1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1600 hour s ,  29 December 1969. 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

I want t o  remind you t h a t  you are s t i l l  under oa th .  

J u s t  f o r  t h e  sake  of  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d a t e s ,  w e  
have two l o g s .  I f  we can b e l i e v e  t h e i r  accuracy ,  t h e  Task Force  
Barker  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  CARTER w a s  wounded a t  1020 hours  t h a t  
morning, and a l s o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
d u s t o f f  occu r red  a t  1030. Tha t  means 1 0  minutes  and only 1 0  
minutes  e l a p s e d  from t h e  t ime he  was wounded u n t i l  t h e  t ime 
he  w a s  dus ted-of f  . 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q You d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  How much t ime  do you t h i n k  
e l a ~ s e dfrom t h ~t i x a  CARTZR was wounded and t h a t  hel i .copter  
took him o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A. About a h a l f  an hour .  

Q - About 30 minutes?  

A. I t h i n k  it was about  30 minutes ,  I t  was a l i t t l e  
wh i l e .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s a y  t h e r e  i s  a d i sc repancy .  Not t h a t  
much. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it i s  t h a t  much. Probably n o t  worth 
t a l k i n g  about .  I t  probably was about  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  it took 
a l i t t l e  b i t  l o n g e r  f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f  because I w a s  w a i t i n g  
f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f  and he was a f r i e n d  of mine. I t  may have 
seemed t h a t  it w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r .  

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go through t h e s e  photographs .  What 
I want t o  do i s  t o  g i v e  you t h e s e  photographs marked as E x h i b i t s  
P - 2  th rough  P-42 and P-56 through P-70. What I want you t o  do 
w i t h  t h e s e  photographs  i s  t o  s e p a r a t e  them i n t o  two p i l e s .  I f  
you can r ecogn ize  them, an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  a l o c a t i o n ,  i n  
t h e s e  photographs ,  and I'm speaking  of people  and p l a c e s ,  
p u t  t h o s e  i n  one p i l e .  The photograph t h a t  means no th ing  
t o  you p u t  i n  ano the r  p i l e .  Now, I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  you 
s a w  it i n  L i f e  magazine o r  n o t .  This  d o e s n ' t  make any 
d i f f e r e n c e .  I f  you can i d e n t i f y  pe r sons  o r  p l a c e s ,  p u t  
it i n  one p i l e .  I f  you c a n ' t ,  p u t  i t  i n  ano the r  p i l e .  
J u s t  mix them up one i n  one s t a c k  and t h e  o t h e r  i n  ano the r  
s t a c k .  W e ' l l  b reak  u n t i l  you g e t  th rough .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1605 hour s ,  29 December 1969.)  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1615 hours ,  29 December 
1969.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

Sergeant ,  I want t o  show you t h r e e  e x h i b i t s .  
Exhib i t  M - 2 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules , "  have you ever  seen t h a t  
card before? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q This  i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 .  The t i t l e  i s  "The Enemy i n  0 
Your Hands. " Have you e v e r  seen t h i s  card? 9 

rn 
A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q. Nei ther  one of them? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I have. 

Q. They weren ' t  i s s u e d  t o  you when you went i n t o  
country o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

7- a.., I LA* ml-h.. -,.r ----LA..-.,
r U u A A  t.hinli s o ,  sir. A u = r  ulaj ha"= U = C ; L a O  

Q. Before we go t o  these  photographs, which a r e  t h e  
ones t h a t  you have i d e n t i f i e d ?  

A. Those a r e  t h e  ones ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on p i l e  one 
i n  which I have i d e n t i  f  i c a t i o n  cf a person cr a p lace .  I n  
o t h e r  words, it may be t h a t  I knew t h e  people i n  them o r  
e l s e  it was i n  My Lai.  I may have a ques t ion  about it. 

Q- We'll  reach t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  photographs i n  a 
minute. Now, do you r e c a l l  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  o f . t h e  
landing zone? 

A. I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  I knod i s  t h a t  
it was on t h e  west  s i d e .  Other than  t h a t ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say.  I s e e  t h e r e  i s  a p r e t t y  long western p o r t i o n  
over t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P - 1 ) .  I d o n ' t  know 
exac t ly  where. 
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Q *  Do you r e c a l l ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  you were i n  t h e  
second l i f t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  which p a r t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  you s a t  
on and which door you went o u t  o f ?  

A. I went o u t  o f  t h e  door n e a r e s t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Sta rboa rd?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Through t h e  r i g h t  door  as you look t o  t h e  f r o n t  
of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. It seemed w e  went i n  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
w e  g o t  o u t  t h a t  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. So you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  door n e a r e s t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  so. Of t h a t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Now, how f a r  d i d  you have t o  go from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have t o  go very f a r  a t  a l l .  I t  was r i g h t  
t h e r e .  We w e r e n ' t  b u t  about  1 0 0  meters  o r  s o  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I t h i n k .  

Q- Do you know what t h e  s c a l e  i s  on t h i s  map ( ~ x h i b i t  
P-1) ? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  approximately--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One inch  i s  100 meters .  

A. I w a s  going t o  s ay  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - One inch  i s  approximately  100 meters .  Now, do 
you remember t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  b u i l d i n g  up on l i n e  
b e f o r e  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. NO. 
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Q- Do you remember moving i n t o  a p l a toon  format ion 
be fo re  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. Before we d i d  any moving, t h a t  i s  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  format ion o r  anyth ing ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  I 
could see, I was c a l l e d  p r e t t y  qu ick ly .  W e  h i t  ground a t  
l e a s t  and I go t  c a l l e d .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, when you g o t  o f f  t h e  he l i cop te r - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) ' We g o t  up t o  about t h e  v i l l a g e  
boundary and s t ayed  t h e r e  and I was c a l l e d  back i n .  

Q You t h i n k  you landed somewhere i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )
about  1 0 0  meters away? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  s o .  T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can do. 

Q. I know t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  hard .  W e  a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  an approximation. 

A. I d o n ' t  want anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  t o '  s u f f e r .  

Q Now, then  you w e r e  c a l l e d  o f f  you w e r e  c a l l e d  off  
t o  t h e  company headquar t e r s  group. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

IZ Do you remember which d i r e c t i o n  you moved when 
you went t o  jo in  Captain MEDINAss  group? 

A. I moved s o u t h e a s t e r l y ,  

3 To g e t  t o  Captain MEDINA's  group? 

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  he was south  of us.  I b e l i e v e  
almost d e l i b e r a t e  south .  I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  him. I 
d i d n ' t  have t o  go any d i s t a n c e  r e a l l y .  I j u s t  t u rned  around, 
took a few s t e p s ,  and t h a t  was it. 

Q How f a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. You had moved from t h e  l and ing  zone t o  t h e  edge
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Were you up a g a i n s t  a hedgerow? 

A. The headqua r t e r s  group was up a g a i n s t  a hedgerow 
o r  s o r t  of  a bank wi th  a l o t  of v e g e t a t i o n  and a l s o  a fence.  
They used n a t u r a l  s t u f f  f o r  f ences .  They c u t  it down, s t u c k  
it a l t o g e t h e r ,  and entwined i t .  I t  w a s  something l i k e  t h a t .  
Tha t ' s. .where t h e  headqua r t e r s  group w a s .  I went j u s t  a l i t t l e  
ways. They s topped me and s e n t  me o v e r  t o  s e e  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
group.  I was wi th  them f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  and foo led  around 
w i t h  t h a t  box. The box was i n  a r i c e  paddy c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge 
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  probably h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , o r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - This  appears  t o  be some s o r t  of  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  
h e r e .  I t  cou ld  be  a hedgerow o r  it could be  a fence .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  imagine what it could  b e ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any th ing  r i g h t  now. I f  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  r i c e  
paddies  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e s e  l i g h t - c o l o r e d  t h i n g s ,  i f  

. t h e s e  were j u s t  p l a i n  g r a s s ,  open f i e l d s ,  t hen  we must 
have been p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s .  

Q. The wi tnes s  i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  two f i e l d s  on t h e  
sou thwes t  c o r n e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

There i s  no t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. There i s  no t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  t h a t  I can i d e n t i f y  
a s  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  l i n e  h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  I t  may n o t  be  much from t h e  ground and may look 
l i k e  a whole l o t  more from t h e  a i r .  

Q • . Now, l e t  m e  ask you t h i s ,  When you jo ined  Captain  
MEIDINA's group,  and you t e s t e d  t h e  box, and he moved o u t ,  which 
d i r e c t i o n  d i d  he go? 

A.  He d i d n ' t  go anywhere. He was t h e r e  around t h e  
b o r d e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They t o l d  m e  about t h e  box. I went 
o v e r  and found t h e  box, and I gave it a tug .  I t o l d  them, 
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"Well, h e r e  goes."  And they  j u s t  p u l l e d  t h e i r  p o t s  a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  down o v e r  t h e i r  heads .  I p u l l e d  it dcwn. Nothing 
went o f f .  I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  it t o  b u t  you never  know. I t  
was t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  be  booby-trapped. I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  it would be .  I t  w a s n ' t .  H e  t o l d  m e  t o  look i n t o  t h e  
box and f i n d  o u t  what was i n  it. I d i d  and I t o l d  him. 
There w a s  a g a t h e r i n g  o f  peop le ,  among them one o f f i c e r  
I had never  s een  b e f o r e ,  looking  it over--Lieutenant  
ALAUX the FO. Then I j u s t  took t h e  box,  and he t o l d  m e  t o  
hang on t o  it a f t e r  he had found o u t  what w a s  i n  it, and I, 
k e p t  it. T h a t ' s  when I took o f f  and t r i e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  rest 
of my group. 

Q- Did you s t a y  wi th  them? 

A. Not r i g h t  t h e n  and t h e r e .  I p u t  down t h e  box 
and went o f f  t o  t r y  and f i n d  my own u n i t  and j o i n  them. I 
went f u r t h e r  on ahead t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  and I m e t  up w i t h  some 
of o u r s ,  b u t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  i n  my p l a toon .  S ince  I c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  my own people ,  t h e  n e x t  t ime I r a n  i n t o  Capta in  MEDINA 
and h i s  group I s t a y e d  w i t h  them. I was looking  around f o r  
my own p l a t o o n  when I r a n  i n t o  them. So I s a i d ,  "Well,  I 
might as  w e l l  hang around w i t h  t h e s e  guys." 

Q. Did you s a y  t h a t  you d i d  f i n d  your p l a toon?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Who d i d  you f i n d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q . Were t h e y  C Company? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

&- What was t h e  e l a p s e d  p e r i o d  from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
checked t h a t  box and l e f t  Capta in  MEDINA t o  t h e  t i m e  you came 
back? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  a very long  t i m e .  Ten o r  f i f t e e n  minutes  
a t  t h e  m o s t .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anybody. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  you r e j o i n e d  them, approximate-
l y  where it was and where t hey  were l o c a t e d ?  Were they  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Were t h e y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, t hey  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h i s  t ime.  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l r a g e  by t h i s  t ime.  Whether t hey  were 
i n  o r  o u t ,  t hey  were c l o s e  t o  i t  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  which 
i s  t h e  way they  w e r e  a t  t h e  beg inn ing .  Now, t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  it 
was, I c a n ' t  s ay .  I know I went e a s t  when T ran i n t o  t h a t  
group. How f a r  e a s t ,  I don1t know. Where I r a n  back i n t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  group,  I d o n r t  know; and where w e  even went from 
t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know. The on ly  t h i n g  I can say  i s  from t h e r e  
we went i n  a g e n e r a l  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  Nor theas t?  Southeas t?  
I b e l i e v e  it was s o u t h e a s t  down t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  somehow, 
e i t h e r  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
something l i k e  t h a t .  J u s t  i n  a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Did you fo l low a t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  There were l i t t l e  t r a i l s  throughout  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  L i t t l e  ones ,  n o t  main t r a i i s .  

Q - About t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, 
w a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  on your  l e f t  o r  were you i n  i t ?  

' A. W e  were i n  it. I t  seemed t o  be  a11 around us .  

Q How long?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how long.  

Q - - Did you e v e r  g e t  t o  a p o s i t i o n  where t h e  v i l l a g e  
was on your  l e f t  and you were moving down a road? 

A .  No. The on ly  p l a c e  where t h e  v i l l a g e  was a n  o u r  
lef t - -what  we d i d ,  we came o u t  of  it.  There w a s  a d i t c h  a long  
it. W e  went ove r  t h e  d i t c h ,  and w e  were go ing  a long  i n  an 
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  where t h e  v i l l a g e  was on o u r  l e f t .  This  
was where t h e r e  w a s  an open f i e l d  and a l a r g e  dwe l l i ng  a c r o s s  
t h a t  open f i e l d .  Tha t  w a s  where CARTER w a s  evacua ted  from. 

Q- A t  t h e  p o i n t  of  CARTER'S evacua t ion?  

A. R igh t ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p o i n t  of  CARTER'S 
evacua t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, we were walking t h i s  way 
(indicating). The v i l l a g e  was ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  What 
we did  was w e  g o t  t o  a c e r t a i n  p o i n t ,  made a r i g h t  t u r n ,  and 
went t o  a t r a i l  which had paddies  on bo th  s i d e s .  W e  g o t  t o  
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t he  end of t h e  t r a i l ,  and t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  l a r g e  dwe l l i ng  where 
CARTER was evacuated.  

Q *  Now what s e c t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  do you t h i n k  t h i s  
was? 

A. I assumed t h a t  we w e r e  moving e a s t  and t h e  v i l l a g e  
ended up on o u r  l e f t .  I t  would be  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t .  

Q. I mean how f a r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from east t o -  west  
do you t h i n k  you had gone'? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. We could  have gone a l l  t h e  way t o  
t h e  end o r  came o u t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  beginning.  There w a s  s t i l l  
something i n  f r o n t  o f  us b u t  how much t h e r e  was--we could  have 
been h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  w e  cou ld  have been h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
There was s t i l l  something i n  f r o n t  of us. How much t h e r e  w a s ,  C3 
I c o u l d n ' t  say .  From look ing  a t  t h e  map, it would appear  t h a t  0 
it was h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  C3 

Q- About halfway? 
N 

A. From look ing  a t  t h e  maps, t h i s  i s  t h e  t r a i l .  I 
d o n ' t  know how r e c e n t  t h a t  photograph is.  I t  might have been 
ir h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s ,  
b u t  it might have been. 

Q. Do you remember an e n g i n e e r  u n i t  o r  someone i n  t h e  . 
command group who d e t o n a t e d  a wooden door on a l a r g e  two o r  
t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ?  

I,, NO, sir. 

Q. And demolishing t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  

A .  NO, sir. 

Q. With a charge?  

A. I don t remember. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  remember t h i s ?  

A. NO, s i r .  
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Q Was t h e  p l a c e  of t h i s . house - - and  CARTER'S evacua t ion  
occu r red  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  v ic ini ty--was t h a t  a l s o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  people  wha were l y i n g  a long  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. There w e r e  bod ie s  everywhere on t h e  t r a i l .  There 
was a l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  bod ie s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i c i n i t y .  

Is t h a t  t h e  photograph t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  e a r l i e r ?  

A. Of t h a t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  The photograph looked t o  
be  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of--and I thought  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  photograph was taken  t h e r e .  There was a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  
was r i c e  paddies  and t h e r e  was a l s o  a road going t h i s  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There was a c ros s road  w i t h  r i c e  paddies  on 
bo th  s i d e s  which means t h a t - - I  need a p e n c i l  and a p i e c e  of 
paper ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  use  t h e  map. 

(Witness was handed p e n c i l  and pape r  and drew a 
ske t ch  which w a s  l a t e r  d i s c a r d e d .  ) 

The p i c t u r e  i s  something l i k e  t h i s .  A t r a i l  going 
t h i s  way. Vege ta t ion  h e r e .  Rice paddies  t h e r e  and ano the r  
t r a i l  going t h i s  way. The v i l l a g e  I t h i n k  was h e r e ,  and we 
w e r e  going t h i s  way, and then  we c u t  o u t  a c r o s s  t h i s  way. 

Q g  Where i s  n o r t h ?  

A .  North ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  t o p  o f  s k e t c h )  . 
Q Now, where d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  CARTER was evacua ted  
from? 

A.  Over h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on s k e t c h )  somewhere. I 
t h i n k  it was down t h i s  way. I t  was ove r  h e r e  somewhere. I n  
o t h e r  words w e  had t o  go t h i s  way t o  f i n d  it. I t  was s o r t  of  
a secondary t r a i l .  A f t e r  w e  had come p a s t  h e r e ,  it was j u s t  
s o r t  of a b e a t e n  pa th .  This  t h i n g  was eng inee red .  I t  was 
made f o r  t h e  purpose of  g e t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s  wi th-
o u t  s t e p p i n g  i n  them. This  one h e r e  was b u i l t  t h e  same way, 
and it w a s  a s t e e p  embankment, n o t  deep b u t  s t e e p e r  t han  t h e  
normal ones .  When w e  s t epped  o f f  of them and went down i n t o  
t h e  rice f i e l d s  here--and t h a t ,  it was a s o r t  of bea t en  t h i n g  
going up t o  somebody's door  o r  something. Over h e r e  someplace,  
where he w a s  evacua ted ,  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
bod ie s  bo th  i n  h e r e  and t h e r e  was a b u i l d i n g ,  and a l s o  r i g h t  
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i n  here  someplace. I t  was r i g h t  about i n  here  a t  t h e  t e e  mark 
o r  whatever. 

Q. This i s  t h e  southern p a r t  of v i l l a g e ?  

A.  yes ,  sir.  

Q- Was t h e r e  vege ta t ion  growing t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  was a l s o  a d i t c h  r i g h t  here .  There 
was some bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q- Was t h i s  t h e  t r a i l  here? a 
0 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  i t  was a t r a i l  o r  i f  we were j u s t  m 
walking along t h e  d ike .  I th ink  it was a t r a i l .  

You're t e l l i n g  me t h e r e  was a d i t c h  on t h i s  o t h e r  Ln
Q N 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  with bodies  i n  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was. I knew t h a t  t h e r e  was 
s o r t  of a - - i t  was a long t h i n g  w i t h  s o r t  of a b r idge  over  it. 
Before we g o t  t o  going across  t h e  open f i e l d s  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
ve crossed t h e  d i t c h  with t h e  people i n  it. 

- r e - - --- .L
(i a,= L s l k i n g  Amit t k e  east s ide  ~f t he  *-'v r r r u y ~l l-"" , 
a r e n ' t  you? 

,ti a I thought it was t h e  southern.  

Q When you crossed  an open f i e l d  going south? 

i5 . We were moving i n  a genera l ly  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  
aiid t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  on our  l e f t ,  and t h e r e  was an open f i e l d  
oil our r i g h t .  I t  must have been t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can f i x  t h a t  d i t c h  r i g h t  now. You 
are t a l k i n g  about a d i t c h  somewhere i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ?  

A.  Somewhere i n  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q On t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Like I say ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  b i t  foggy on t h e  exac t  lo-
c a t i o n  of th ings .  There a r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  I can see .  

(BERNHARDT) 56 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-46 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. L e t ' s  t r y  going t o  t h e  photographs. 

A. We' l l  l eave  t h e  d i t c h  ou t .  L e t ' s  j u s t  say t h a t  t h e r e  
was a t r a i l  he re  and a t e e ,  

Q- An i n t e r s e c t i o n ?  

A. It d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it t h e r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  where I th ink  it might have been. There 
o r  someplace south of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was a road t h a t  l ed  t o  
a c r o s s r ~ a dand a l a r g e  concent ra t ion  of bodies  o f f  t h e  road 
i n  t h e  a r e a  where CARTER was evacuated from. 

Q L e t ' s  take  t h e  photographs. Maybe t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  
us. Exh ib i t  P-3. 

A. This  appears t o  be Sergeant  PHU.  

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e  bes ide  Ser-
geant  PHU? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can. I d o n ' t  know anything about 
him o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. The photo only shows two people,  a  s o l d i e r  and a 
c i v i l i a n .  What d i d  Sergeant  P H U  c a r r y  i n  h i s  conta iner?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q- What i s  t h a t  conta iner?  

A. I t  i s  a con ta ine r  f o r  a claymore mine. 

Q. Was it used q u i t e  o f t e n  f o r  o t h e r  purposes than 
claymore mines ? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Exhib i t  P-6? 
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A .  T h a t ' s  CARTER down t h e r e .  I t  looks  l i k e  where h e  
g o t  h i s  f o o t  s h c t .  This  w a s  t h e  t ype  of t h i n g  t h a t  I was 
c a r r y i n g ,  and as much a s  t h a t  looks  l i k e  a s o u l  b r o t h e r ,  it 
might be  me. I d i d n ' t  know anybody e l s e  t h a t  had a rope or 
c a r r i e d  a c a r d  i n  h i s  helmet  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I t h i n k  you i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  photo  e a r l i e r .  Do you
recognize  t h a t  c a r d ?  

A.  
, 

I t ' s  a joke r ,  sir. 

Q- Is t h a t  what you wore i n  your  h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember bandaging CARTER'S wound? 

A. I remember I w a s  h e l p i n g  somebody o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g .  I remember p u t t i n g  
him i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and I remember p u t t i n g  h i s  equipment 
on to  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  a l s o .  I he lped  p u t  him on and h i s  
equipment on,  and I remember t h a t  I was t h e r e .  

Q This  occu r red  a f t e r  you had t e s t e d  t h e  box,
it t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Now, how d i d  I g e t  t h e  rope wrapped 
up aga in?  

C . Y e s .  

A. I d a . I Ll ink  it might be m e .  

Q e  You d i d  s ay  t h a t  you wore a joke r  i n  your  h a t .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Now can you i d e n t i f y  anybody else i n  t h e  photo-
graph b e s i d e s  CARTER? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  No, I cannot .  

Q. Now,  t h i s  man i n  t h e  extreme r i g h t  rear has  some-
t h i n g  i n  h i s  h a t .  Can you t e l l  what t h a t  i s ?  
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A. NO,  sir.  I c a n ' t .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about t h i s  photo-
graph. I ' m  more c e r t a i n  about o t h e r  ones. I d o n ' t  know about 
t h e  people i n  i t ,  even of myself i f  t h a t  i s  m e .  

Q .  Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  i d e n t i f y i n g  p iece  of equipment 
t h e r e  t h a t  you normally ca r ry?  

A. NO, s ir .  

a .  What does CARTER--does he have something i n  h i s  
mouth? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  time. A t  one t ime,  
they gave him something t o  b i t e  on because t h a t  wound i n  t h e  
f o o t  was p a i n f u l  o r  maybe he j u s t  wanted t o  hold something, 
I don' t know. 

Q. Do you know who t h i s  man i s  here  i n  f r o n t  of you 
o r  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  man with t h e  joker i n  h i s  helmet? 

A. N o ,  sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I could guess. I guess t h a t  
it i s  WIDMER, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  it i s  o r  no t .  I c a n ' t  p i n  
anything on him t h a t  says i t ' s  WIDMER. 

Q- Can you t e l l  what t h i s  i s  w r i t t e n  across  h i s  
helmet? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Can you g e t  t h e  name on t h e  helmet l i n e r  band? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  g e t  anything ou t  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q And t h i s  nametag h e r e ,  can you read  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - I n  summary, i n  photo 6 the  wi tness  i d e n t i f i e s  
CARTER and poss ib ly  i d e n t i f i e d  Sergeant  BERNHARDT a s  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  with t h e  joker i n  h i s  helmet.  

One more ques t ion  on t h i s  photgraph. Was t h i s  
. t a k e n  a t  the  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER was shot i n  t h e  foo t?  

(BERNHARDT) 59 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-46 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. N o ,  sir,  it w a s n ' t  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER w a s  
s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t .  I w a s  t h e r e  l a t e r  when they brought him o u t  
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  f r o n t  of which t h e r e  was a  paddy 
where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had evacuated him. I t  wasn ' t  t h e r e  
though. I f  it w a s ,  it wasn ' t  m e ,  because I wasn ' t  a t  the place  
where he w a s  sho t .  

Q- W a s  t h i s  p l a c e  near  where he w a s  evacuated or near  
where he was shot?  

A. From t h i s  photograph, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  where 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  is. 

Q* I t  appears t o  be up a g a i n s t  a  wa l l ?  

A. I don ' t  recognize t h e  wa l l .  I t  j u s t  looks l i k e  a 
w a l l  t o  me. 

Q. This  i s  Exh ib i t  P-7. Once again it i s  CARTER, and 
CARTER'S f o o t  i s  being bandaged. Now, t h i s  i s  apparent ly  
a t  an earl ier  s t a g e  because t h i s  bandage i s n ' t  as f a r  along? 

A. I t  i s n ' t .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l e t ' s  go over a couple of th ings  
on t h i s .  Vhat Is t h i s ?  C a n  you i d e n t i f y  " t a t  w r i t i n g  on 
t h e  helmet? 

A. P-A-N-N-A. 

Q- D o  you suppose t h a t  somebody had misabbreviated 
Pennsylvania? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. 

Q- Where i s  WIDMER from? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  ind iv idua l?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I th ink  t h a t  it appears t o  be the  same 
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  I i d e n t i f i e d  before  as  WIDMER, poss ib ly  
WIDMER. I wasn ' t  su re .  I j u s t  have t h e  f e e l i n g .  No reason 
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is  him. 
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Q- Now, once again ,  we have a man with a rope on h i s  
back? 

A. I f  t h i s  was taken a t  t h e  s i t e  where CARTER was 
i n i t i a l l y  wounded, I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was, then it c o u l d n ' t  
be me. But I d o n ' t  know of anybody e l s e  t h a t  had a rope i n  
t h e  company. There were a couple of joker cards going 
around, I guess ,  bu t  I th ink  I had t h e  only rope i n  t h e  
company. 

Q. What i s  t h i s ?  

A. A hand grenade, s i r .  I t ' s  c l ipped  onto  the  ammo 
pouch t h e  way a hand grenade i s  supposed t o  be c l ipped  on i n  
such a way a s  t o  hold down the-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Is t h i s  a f ragmentat ion grenade o r  
a concussion grenade? 

A. I t  i s  a fragmentation grenade, s ir .  That i s  a l l  
we were i s sued .  

Q- Did you ca r ry  those?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I c a r r i e d  them both.  Whatever we g o t  
i n  t h e  l i n e  of hand grenades,  I c a r r i e d .  The reason why I 
th ink  it may be me, a s  dark as  I look,  i s  because I tend t o  
g e t  t h a t  way i n  t h e  summer. I g e t  a p r e t t y  good t a n ,  and 

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  i f  6 and 7 a t  t h e  

when some of 
as replaceme
poss ib le .  

t h e  
nts,  

colored guys 
I a m  darker  t

come 
han s

s t r a i g h t  from t h e  S t a t e s  
ome of them. So, it i s  

? s e e  a r e  same 
l o c a t i o n  from d i f f e r e n t  angles .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can 
see  is  CARTER'S boot ly ing  t h e r e  under h i s  f e e t ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  s ee  it over  here .  

A. They might have c a r r i e d  h i s  boots  away. They must 
have c a r r i e d  h i s  equipment and everyth ing  t h a t  was h i s  from 
the  p lace  where he was wounded t o  t h e  p lace  where he was 
evacuated, t o  inc lude  the  boots .  

Q- I d o n ' t  follow you. 
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A. The p o s i t i o n  of the-  people around him a r e  apparent ly 
t h e  same way except  f o r  t h e  angle .  WIDMER over  there--and t h i s  
man' over  he re  i s  over  t h e r e  now car ry ing  h i s  helmet,  and CARTER 
is  propped up a g a i n s t  t h e  wa l l .  He's got  h i s  helmet o f f  here  
which i s  a p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n  of a l . i t t l e  l a t e r  period-- 
t h a t  6 would have been a t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  per iod  than  7 ,  which 
means t h a t  they probably a r e  n o t  i n  sequence by number. The 
helmet might have been moved around o r  something. I n  o t h e r  
words, the  bandage might have been replaced o r  something. 

Q - You c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  a r e a  photo? 

A. 	 NO,  s ir ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  This i s  Exhibi t  P-8. I t  a l s o  shows CARTER 
wounded. It  shows Captain MEDINA on l o c a t i o n  t h e r e .  

S 

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you recognize t h i s  s i t e ?  
l i i  

A. 	 The p lace  where the  bu i ld ing  was i s  over  t h e r e  n 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and the  p lace  where t h e  evacuat ion took p lace  
i s  over t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  p i c t u r e .  

8 - ~h~ :;itacss w a s  p u L a A t L A a y- t o  t h e  r i g h t  where t h e  
bu i ld ing  w a s  l oca ted  and t o  t h e  l e f t  where t h e  evacuat ion 
p o i n t  was. 

Do you recognize t h i s ' l o c a t i o n ?  

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Q- How f a r  was t h i s  l o c a t i o n  from the  p o i n t  where he 
w a s  wounded? 

A. A s  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know where he was wounded. I 
wasn ' t  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where he was wounded. I d o n ' t  th ink  it 
w a s  t o o  f a r  from where they were, b u t  I never saw t h e  p lace .  

Q- How f a r  w a s  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  from the  s p o t  where t h e  
evacuat ion h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ?  
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A .  The evacuat ion a i r c r a f t  was r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and I th ink  it was r i g h t  over  here  i n  t h i s  paddy. This was 
t h e  one on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of the  road,  I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  pie-
t u r e  was taken on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  road. The road i s  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  So, the  r i c e  paddy was he re  on the  l e f t .  
I t  was r i g h t  around the re .  We d i d n ' t  have t o  go f a r  t o  put 
him i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. What a r e  you t a l k i n g  about,  25 o r  50 meters? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Can you t e l l  me, a r e  you looking i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  here?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so .  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
it is. I th ink  t h e  v i l l a g e  was o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
photograph. I know where t h i s  s i t e  was r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  evacua-
t i o n  and t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know where exac t ly  i n  r e l a -
t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I th ink  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Let 's  hold t h i s  one a s i d e  f o r  a minute. 
Exhib i t  P-9 shows WIDMER on CARTER'S l e f t .  Who i s  t h e  man on h i s  
r i g h t ?  

A. The man on h i s  r i g h t  i s  M-A-U-R-0. 

. Q e  And he was i n ,  which platoon? 

A. I th ink  he was i n  the  2d Platoon.  I th ink .  

Q. I wonder how he g o t  involved i n  t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  Sometimes what we d id  a s  f a r  
a s  a de f in ing  p o i n t  i s  a l i t t l e  confused, and we had a l l  t h a t  
we could do t o  maintain u n i t  i n t e g r i t y ,  t h a t  i s ,  keeping 
platoons separa ted .  Sometimes t h a t  even d i d n ' t  work ou t .  

Q Can you t e l l  who t h i s  i s . i n  t h e  background? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Now, CARTER, I assume he re ,  i s  being taken t o  t h e  
evacuat ion h e l i c o p t e r ?  

63 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-46 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  know. He j u s t  could have been taken from 
t h e  p lace  where he was wounded t o  the  p lace  where we put  him 
down u n t i l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came. 

Q - But you do no t  know which? 

A. I d o n ' t  know which, bu t  I would say from looking a t  
t h e  photograph t h a t  he was being taken t o  t h e  p lace  where w e  
took him u n t i l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came. And the  v i l l a g e  then would 
be on the  r i g h t .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, he was being brought o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Brought t o  t h e  p lace  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  

Q - W e l l ,  now where would the  v i l l a g e  be as  f a r  a s  
t h i s  photograph i s  concerned? 

A. To t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Now, t h i s  photograph i s  Exhibi t  P-10 and it shows 
CARTER once again with two people bending over  him. Do you 
know e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  people? 

A. It appears to be-- this  one man i s  one of those 
o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I assumed was an o f f i c e r  and t h a t  I have 
never seen before  and n o t  s ince .  

Q - The wi tness  i s  po in t ing  t o  t h e  cen te r  top  man 
i n  t h e  photograph. 

A. And a l s o  t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t .  I c a n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. He was an RTO. I th ink  he was t h e  RTO f o r  the  
company commander one time o r  another .  I d o n ' t  know whether 
it w a s  him o r  not .  

Q - MURRAY ? 

A. I th ink  maybe t h a t  was him. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about 
t h a t .  This gentlemen here  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I can i d e n t i f y .  
I th ink  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  o f f i c e r .  That i s  t h e  only reason 
t h a t  I took t h i s  photograph as ide  i s  because of him. 

Q - But you d o n ' t  know who the  one i s  bending over  
CARTER holding h i s  l e g ?  
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A. No, I c a n ' t  say who t h a t  was, sir.  

Q- This  appears  t o  be  a d i f f e r e n t  area. There a r e  
d i f f e r e n t  people  involved.  

A .  This  may have been where it happened i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e .  I c o u l d n ' t  even say  i f  t h a t  w a s  CARTER 
l y i n g  on t h e  ground. The reason  I took t h i s  photograph,  
it looks  l i k e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  whatever he was--an 
o f f i c e r .  And t h a t  looks  l i k e  it may have been MURRAY. 

Q - That  i s  on t h e  extreme r i g h t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
on t h e  extreme r i g h t  looks  l i k e  MURRAY. 

A. Th is  i s  t h e  d u s t o f f  f o r  CARTER which it appears  
t o  be-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  E x h i b i t  P-11. 

A .  The guy on t h e  r i g h t  c a r r y i n g  t h e  equipment i s  
me .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  who p u t  him on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I can say  about  t h a t  i f  t h a t  is--I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e  ground looked a t  a l l  l i k e  t h a t  where t hey  p icked  him 
up a l though  it could  have been. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  about  it. 
Where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l anded ,  I thought  it was a r i c e  f i e l d ,  
and t h i s  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  a r i c e  f i e l d  t o  me. Of cou r se ,  
t h e  photograph i s  i n  p r e t t y  bad shape.  Maybe w e  should  j u s t  
s k i p  t h a t  one. 

Q- Does t h a t  look l i k e  t h e  l e f t  f o o t  of  a man 
wi thou t  a b o o t  on i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  does .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  w a s  eva-
c u a t i n g  CARTER w a s  marked w i t h  a r e d  c r o s s ?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. W a s  it one o f  t h o s e  s l i c k s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a t  a l l  whether  it w a s  marked 
o r  n o t .  

:; .Z 
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9- Is t h i s  a weapon i n  t h e  r i g h t  hand of t h e  man on 
t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. , I t  could have been,  sir. 

Q. Was CARTER armed wi th  anyth ing  b u t  a .45? 

A. H e  was a machinegunner o r  an a s s i s t a n t  machine-
gunner. However, when an a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner o r  a machine-
gunner g e t s  wounded, we don' t send t h e  machinegun i n .  W e  swi tch 
w i t h  somebody e l s e .  Whatever h i s  weapon i s ,  t h a t  goes i n  
w i th  t h e  wounded man. L ike ,  f o r  example, l i k e  t h e  t i m e  I 
g o t  t h e  machinegun w a s  when t h e  machinegunner, BAKER, was k i l l -
ed.  They s e n t  my r i f l e  i n ,  and they  gave m e  t h e  machinegun 
because w e  want t o  keep t h e  machinegun wi th  t h e  company. I 
d o n ' t  know what he w a s  armed w i t h ,  b u t  I suppose he was armed 
w i t h  a . 4 5  o r  an M-60 machinegun. That  i s  t h e  reason why it 
i s  a M-16 i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Th is  i s  E x h i b i t  P-12. Once aga in  t h i s  is a h e l i c o p t e r  
scene.  I t  appears  t h a t  someone, whoever c a r r i e d  CARTER'S 
equipment, i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  

A. I assume i t ' s  m e .  

Q. Dces that i n d i v i d n a l  iz t h e  f c r e f r o n t  of t h e  phcto-
graph appear  t o  be  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  appears  t o  be  m e .  

Q. Had you l e f t  your  equipment back a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where evacuated? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q I would t h i n k ,  a l though it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  
a man from t h e  rear,  I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  i s  you a l s o ?  
E x h i b i t  P-14. 

A. I recognize  t h i s  one.  I d o n ' t  recognize  t h e  area. 
I c a n st t h i n k  of h i s  name a t  t h e  moment. 

Q e  Does t h e  name DELPOME mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. DELPOME? I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  was DELPOME. Now 
that I t h i n k  of it, I may have n o t  known h i s  name a t  a l l .  H e  
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was a  member of our  company, and I c a n ' t  t h ink  o f  what platoon 
he was assigned t o .  I thought t h a t  he was i n  t h e  headquarters  
o r  a  s i m i l a r  kind of u n i t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  he was 
a t t ached  t o  anybody a t  a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  j u s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I j u s t  remember h i s  
f a c e ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Is t h a t  a  r egu la r  p i s t o l  case? An i s s u e  p i s t o l  
case? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  a  p i s t o l  case a t  a l l ,  s i r .  
I t  j u s t  may be a smudge i n  t h e  photograph. I t  looks l i k e  
the  top  of an ammo case.  The case f o r  my . 4 5  wasn ' t  an 
i s s u e  type.  You can buy them downtown. 

Q. Was t h i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  k ind  of hu t s  o r  s h e l t e r s  
t h a t  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  . . 

A. From what I can s e e  of  i t ,  it had a  g rass  roof and 
t h a t ' s  a l l  I can see. I c a n ' t  s ee  anything e l s e  of it. There 
were a l o t  of t h e s e  th ing  around (po in t ing j . 
Q - What a r e  those  th ings  you a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  what they  a r e .  I know they use them 
t o  dry o u t  those  r o o t s  t h a t  they c u t  up. 

Q- They are baskets?  

A. Y e s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  They a r e  f l a t  and what 
it i s  i s  a  p l a n t  t h a t  grows about yea high ( i n d i c a t i n g  about 
18 inches)  with l i t t l e  l eaves  on top. The r o o t  they s l i c e  
up and g r i n d  them up and dry them o u t  on t h i s .  I d o n ' t  
know what it i s ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  what they use it f o r .  There 
were a l o t  of them. Other than  t h e  g r a s s  r o o f ,  I c a n ' t  
see  anything t h a t  I can i d e n t i f y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  with.  

Q. T h i s  i s  t h e  type of h a b i t a t i o n s  t h a t  were i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That i s  one example of t h e  h a b i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  
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Q - Would you s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s - - t h a t  t h e  people  who 
l i v e d  i n  t h i s  type  of hutment on a percen tage  b a s i s  were 
about  2 0 ,  30, 40 p e r c e n t  of  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y ,  s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q - E x h i b i t  P-16. 

A. This  w a s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  were t h e r e .  
This  b u i l d i n g  may o r  may n o t  be t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  I saw. I t  
was t y p i c a l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  t hey  had.  Even though t h e  
roof  is  g r a s s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  type  of  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  made f o r  
a t i l e  roo f .  I n  o t h e r  words, i t ' s  made a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  I t u s  
more of  a permanent t h i n g  than  some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
t hey  had. There w e r e  some wi th  t i l e  roo f s .  This  one happened 
t o  have a g r a s s  r o o f .  What I wanted t o  show was t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  type.  I t h i n k  I can remember t h i s  b u i l d i n g  he re .  Wherever 
I was going,  it w a s  on my l e f t .  

Q. You passed  by t h i s  b u i l d i n g ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  I passed  by. 

Q. Was t h i s  b u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I thought  it w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
o u t  o f  h e r e  and i n t o  t h i s  area h e r e .  The way w e  went t o  g e t  
CARTER evacuated.  

Q - Do you mean sou th?  

Yes, sir.  

Did you see t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  scene? 

A. I s a w  scenes  l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  There were q u i t e  a 
f e w  of them. Bu i ld ings  w i th  dead people  around them. 

a =  Burning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - But you d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  scene? 
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A. No, sir. Maybe I s h o u l d n ' t  have p u l l e d  that  photo-
graph ou t .  

Q E x h i b i t  P-18? 

A: I r ecogn ize  t h i s  man he re .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q- There i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  who has  a uniform i n  t h i s  
photgraph.  The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e s  him, b u t  you c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  
him by name? 

A. I c a n ' t .  I r a n  i n t o  him a couple  of  t i m e s .  I 
knew it a t  one t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember it now. 

Q D o  you know what p l a t o o n  h e  w a s  i n ?  

A. I thought  he  w a s  i n  mine, s i r .  No, w a i t  a minute. 
H e  w a s n ' t  i n  mine. H e  w a s  n o t  i n  mine. 

Q. W e  have a couple  of w i t n e s s e s  who thought  t h i s  
cou ld  have been L ieu tenan t  ALAUX. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  any of  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  
photo? 

A. No, sir. 

Q E x h i b i t  P-22? 

A. I took t h i s  photograph o u t  because I t h i n k  I 
remember t h i s  man he re .  I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  the p r i s o n e r  t h a t  
I had charge  o f .  H i s  name w a s  PHON. I d o n ' t  know how i t ' s  
pronounced o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I know t h a t  it looks  
l i k e  the guy I had charge o f .  The p r i s o n e r  t h a t  I had charge 
o f .  

Q The w i t n e s s  was p o i n t i n g . t o  a Vietnamese s i t t i n g  
a t  the b a s e  of a t r e e ,  m a l e  w i t h o u t  a h a t .  

Where d i d  you a c q u i r e  t h i s  p r i s o n e r ?  

A.  Sometime a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  calmed. Tha t  i s ,  what 
took place a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Sometime a f t e r  t h a t  w a s  ove r  wi th .  
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They gave him to  me .  

Q. Was this a f t e r  you had c l e a r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you know i f  it w a s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  
scene? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was after  t h a t  scene.  

Q - Do you know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. NO, sir,  I don ' t .  

Q . Do you know anybody i n  t h e  photograph b e s i d e s  
t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  you po in ted  o u t ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t .  I may, b u t  I d o n ' t  recognize 
him. 

Q And he w a s  g iven  t o  you poss ib ly  l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Had he been ques t ioned  by t h e  t i m e  you g o t  him? 

A. Probably. What happened t o  him b e f o r e  I g o t  him, 
I ' m  n o t  su re .  Also, l a t e r  on w e  pu t  them a l l  i n  one area 
b e f o r e  w e  s e n t  them o u t ,  wherever they were going,  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
This  might have been t h e r e ,  too.  But anyway t h a t  man t h e r e  is 
mine t h a t  I took charge o f .  

Q. Who gave you t h i s  p r i s o n e r ?  

A. H e  j u s t  s o r t  of  f l o a t e d  down t o  m e .  

Q- Nobody passed him t o  you? 

A. Not d i r e c t l y ,  sir. 

Q - Was he tagged? 

A. I t h i n k  he  was. 
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Q - What type of t a g  d i d  he have on him? 

A. I don 't .remember, sir. 

Q. I mean was it a cardboard t a g  o r  was it a paper 

t a g ?  


A. I f  it was a t a g ,  it was a--I th ink  he was tagged,
,and it was an on-the-spur-of-the-moment th ing .  It  was a 
l i t t l e  cardboard--paper, whatever it was. 

Q - Tied on? 

A. Y e s .  

Q =- How d i d  you know h i s  name? 

A. I asked him. 


Q - I t  wasn' t on t h e  card? 


A. No. It  j u s t  s a i d  VC suspect .  

Q. It d i d  say VC suspect?  

A. Right.  Something along t h e  l i n e  of t h a t .  H i s  

name wasn ' t  on t h e  card.  


Q - Did he have an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card? 

A. I c a n ' t  read t h e  language. 


Q - Was it a RVN i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card  o r  w a s  it some 

o t h e r  type? Was he i d e n t i f i e d  as  be ing  a South Vietnamese? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  make anything o u t  of it a t  a l l ,  s ir .  
The language when spoken, I can understand a l i t t l e .  To 
read  it, I can understand nothing. I t ' s  impossible--for me, 
anyway. I c a n ' t  read  names o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  of where 
t o  f i n d  what information.  I f  t h e r e  were d a t e s  and names on 
t h e  ca rd ,  I couldn'  t recognize them. I j u s t  asked him h i s  
name and he t o l d  me. 

Q. How long d i d  t h i s  man s t a y  with you? 
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A. Un t i l  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q- A t  wha t  time d id  you acqui re  him? 

A. A f t e r . t h e  opera t ion  was over--pretty much of t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  was over.  I suppose it was sometime i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q- I t  was before  you went i n t o  the  l a a g e r  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he s t ayed  with you t h e  rest of t h e  day? 

A. That day? Yes, s i r .  U p  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where w e  went 
down t o  t h e  ocean, t h e  water ,  wherever t h e  water  w a s .  He was 
wi th  us up t o  t h e r e  and then u n t i l  the--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  t h e  f i r s t  day now? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And then  what d i d  you do with t h i s  man? 

A. They came f o r  him and s a i d  he was going t o  be p u t  
with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p r i soners .  So I l e t  them have him. 

Q And t h i s  was a t  t h e  l a a g e r ,  t h a t  evening a t  t h e  
same loca t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  they s e n t  them o f f  then. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  whether they  did.  

Q D o  you know whether t h i s  man was turned  over  t o  t h e  
Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. The National  Po l i ce  were with us 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  they bothered him t o o  much. 
They d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  cons ider  him a s e r i o u s  suspect .  I d o n ' t  
know why. Actual ly ,  he was t h e  c l o s e s t  I ' d  seen t o  a m i l i t a r y -
aged male. H i s  card s a i d  he was 53. He d o e s n ' t  look it a t  a l l  
f o r  a South Vietnamese. He doesn ' t  look it a t  a l l ,  b u t  h i s  
card  s a i d  t h a t  he was. Maybe, t h a t ' s  why they picked him up. 
He was walking around with a phony I D  o r  something. 
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Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  t a k e  him i n t o  
custody? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Who d i d  you give him t o ?  

A .  I th ink  it was one of our  own men. H e  j u s t  came 
over  and s a i d ,  "He goes with us;  we want t o  keep t h i s  crowd 
toge the r .  " 

Q. I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  you got  him s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
noon? 

A. Yes.. 

Q And kep t  him u n t i l  t h a t  evening? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How f a r  d i d  you move with t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  walk-
i n g  wi th  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how f a r  we moved t h a t  day, s ir .  We 
went from t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  where t h e  end of where 
most of  t h e  opera t ion  took p iace  t o  t h e  water  and back t o  where 
we s t ayed  overnight ,  however f a r  t h a t  was. 

Q We b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was somewhere e i t h e r  up i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  over  i n  t h i s  a rea .  We 
a r e  n o t  r e a l  s u r e .  We can go by t h e  coordina tes  of t h e  r e p o r t .  

A. W e  must have gone through t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
over  t o  t h e  water  and then back over  t h e r e .  I t  was probably 
3 c l i c k s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I f  you go by t h e  map, it 
is i n d i c a t e d  up i n  he re ,  t r u e ,  b u t  it was s a i d  t h a t  we were 
o u t  of t h e  range of t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  would 
be any more out  of range than  we would be up here .  

Q- You wouldn ' t  be ou t  of t h e  range of t h e  a r t i l l e r y
u n t i l  you--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I s h o u l d n ' t  say o u t  of range., W e  
were a t  a p o i n t  where they were th ink ing  about t h e  drop. That 
we might j u s t  be b a r e l y  i n  range,  and it was a bad p lace  f o r  
us t o  be.  That was going aroqnd. 

Q W e l l ,  you wouldn't  be o u t  of range of t h e  a r t i l l e r y
u n t i l  you got  down t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south .  W e  a r e  t a l k -
ing  about t h e  f i r s t  day. Do you r e c a l l  when you laagered  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  t h a t  you laagered  wi th  B Company? 

A. I be l i eve  we d i d ,  sir. 

Q- id you s e e  anybody from B Company? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I saw anybody 
from t h e  company. They were t h e r e  though. 

Q Did you by any chance know any of t h e  engineers
t h a t  were working wi th  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know which engineer  u n i t  supported t h e  
company? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  now who t h i s  i n d i v i d u a i  i s  h e r e  on t h e  
c e n t e r  r i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. H e  appears t o  be Vietnamese. 

Q '. H e  appears t o  be Vietnamese? 

A. I d o n ' t  know who he  i s  though. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-33 i s  t h e  same photo of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  taken 
a t  a d i f f e r e n t  angle .  

Exh ib i t  P-34? 

A. I t  i s  i n  t h e  bui ld ing .  

Q. How do you know it i s  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing?  Is t h i s  
something you saw? 
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A. No, s ir .  I ' m  r e l a t i n g  it t o  a photograph. I t ' s  
p r e t t y  easy  t o  do. 

Q. Now, where do you r e l a t e  t h i s ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  r e l a t e d  photograph.) 

The r e l a t i o n  is  between photo 34 and photo 16. 

E x h i b i t  P-6 2? 

A. I wasn ' t  s u r e  about t h i s  except  t h a t  f o r  some 
reason t h a t  looks l i k e  me. I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q Which one? 

A. Right he re .  

Q. The one on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. The same reason t h a t  I picked WIDMER o u t ;  it j u s t  
looked l i k e  him. No reason f o r  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s .  

Q L e t ' s  look a t  t h e  man on t h e  l e f t .  What i s  t h i s  
on h i s  helmet? 

A.  That  looks like--do you mean h i s  band here?  It 
looks l i k e  WILLIAMS. 

Q WILLIAMS? The man on t h e  l e f t  looked l i k e  WILLIAMS? 

A. I t  j u s t  looks l i k e  him. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  i s  him 
o r  not .  

Q What platoon was WILLIAMS i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q What do you th ink  t h e s e  poles  a r e  he re?  

A. They a r e  "chogie s t i c k s "  l i k e  t h i s  one he re ,  and 
they  had baske t s  on e i t h e r  end and c a r r i e d  c l o t h i n g  and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t  i n  them. I d o n ' t  know why they  picked up t h e i r  be-
longings l i k e  t h a t .  Maybe t h i s  one was t r y i n g  t o  make an es -
cape or  something. 
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Q. . DO you recognize t h i s  d ike?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q D o  you recognize t h i s  scene? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  observe t h a t  both  of t h e s e  
baskets  a r e  over turned ,  t h e  "chogie s t i c k "  l a y i n g  here  and 
t h e  baskets  over  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I ' l l  b r i n g  t h a t  up i n  a minute. 

Can you t e l l  m e  what t h i s  o b j e c t  i s  here?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  what it i s ,  sir .  

Q Exh ib i t  P-64? 

A. This  man here .  A l l  I remember about t h i s  one i s  
t h i s  man here .  I recognize him. 

Q - Can you remember h i s  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, sir. 

Q. Was h i s  name SMITH? 

A. , SMITH. 

Q - The f i r s t  man w a s  SMITH. Who i s  t h e  second? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  MCBREEN. I d o n ' t  know i f  it i s ,  but 
it j u s t  looks l i k e  him. I t ' s  as close as I can come t o  anybody 
i n  t h e  company. 

Q - What w a s  SMITH 's squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q What p la toon?  
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A. I t h i n k  he was i n  mine. A s  I s a i d  we got  switched 
around q u i t e  a b i t .  Remember when I s a i d  t h a t  CALLEY was my 
pla toon l e a d e r ?  I s a i d  a t  t h e  time he was my pla toon l e a d e r ,  
b u t  I was t a l k i n g  about before  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Do you recognize t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir.  I t  looks j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  a r e a  except  
t h e  r i c e  i s  p r e t t y  high.  

Q. Was t h e  r i c e  high a l l  over  t h e  p lace?  

A. The r i c e  a l s o  looks r i p e .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  a t  t h a t  
time of t h e  yea r  it was. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  time t h e  
r i c e  w a s  ready t o  g e t  ha rves ted ,  and it looks l i k e  it i s .  
I t  might have been taken a t  a d i f f e r e n t  t ime. 

Q *  There i s  noth ing  t o  recognize i n  t h e  background
of t h i s  photograph? 

A.  NO, sir .  I ' m  a f r a i d  n o t .  

Q. 
l e f t .  

This  i s  Exh ib i t  P-66. This  i s  Sergeant  PHU on t h e  

A. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he was t h e r e .  Aii t h a t  I can say 
f o r  a f a c t  about t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h a t  is  PHU. It looks l i k e  
STANLEY, bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  STANLEY w a s  t h e r e .  

Q - The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  looks l i k e  STANLEY. What 
about t h e  man ca r ry ing  t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  r i g h t .  You should 
be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  him? 

A. It looks l i k e  MURRAY again.  I c a n ' t  make him o u t  
t o o  we l l .  It looks l i k e  him though. 

Q. Could it have been MARTIN? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I t  could be. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
say from t h a t  photograph. 

You don 't recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

(BERNHARDT) 77 APP T-46 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir.  

Q ~ n dyou d o n ' t  recognize t h e  a rea?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-67? Sergeant  PHU on t h e  r i g h t  with t h r e e  
Vietnamese. I n o t i c e  t h a t  Sergeant  PHU wears t h e  America1 
Divis ion i n s i g n i a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  It was pu t  on with a pen. 

Q I want t o  show you E x h i b i t  P-39. I t  shows two bodies 
on a road. Actual ly  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  bodies .  

A. I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  bodies .  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize t h i s  a t  a l l ?  

A. I t  looked c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of what w a s  t h e r e ,  sir. 
I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  group no more than  I can 
r e a l l y  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  group he re .  I t  looks l i k e  something 
t h a t  w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s .  
I t  may have been taken on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  country 
f o r  a l l  I know. It looks l i k e  what I saw t h e r e .  

Q.. There i s  no "chogie s t i c k "  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a 
basket?  

A.. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The baske t  i s  f u l l ?  

A. Poss ib ly  t h e  s t i c k  i s  o u t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q. The baske t  appears t o  be s i t t i n g  up s t r a i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  as  i f  t h e  baske t  was p laced  down and 
t h e  person was s h o t  l a t e r .  

Q This  was going t o  by my ques t ion ,  b u t  t h i s  baske t  
i s  f u l l .  Wouldn I t  i t  have dropped? 
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A. It might have, sir. I t  might have dropped and 
s t ayed  f u l l .  

Q- Depending on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and i f  it was r e l a t e d  
t o  E x h i b i t  P-41 which i s  a l a r g e  group of bodies--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  You mean back here .  No, t h a t  's  
no t  p a r t  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No n o t  p a r t  of  t h i s  photograph.
This  one r i g h t  h e r e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  same a rea .  We note  
t h a t  i n  photo. 4 1 ,  t h e r e  i s  a barbed wire  fence on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  road. Can you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  is  what I w a s  t a l k i n g  about by 
t h a t  road where CARTER was evacuated t h a t  was running i n  
f r o n t  of  it. That t h a t  appears t o  be t h e  type  of t e r r a i n  
t h a t  it was. I n  o t h e r  words, t h a t  looks l i k e  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
he  was evacuated from, only going t h e  'o ther  way, a s  i f  t h e  
negat ive  was tu rned  around. It looks a s  though it should 
have been on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  r e a l l y .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  a barbed w i r e  fence? 

A. Yes, I th ink  i t  was on t h e  other s i d e .  I t  was 
on t h e  side of the rice paddy. What I mean i s ,  i n  o t h e r  
words, where t h e  bodies  were, it should have been on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  I t  could have been h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  
p lace  where he  was evacuated was c l e a r  up he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
except  t h a t  it was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  road. 

Q It appears  t h a t  t h e s e  bodies  had probably knocked 
t h i s  fence over? 

A .  The fences were a l i t t l e  raggedy anyway. The 
road t h a t  I had mentioned before  had a barbed w i r e  fence on 
t h e  r i c e  paddy s i d e .  I d o n ' t  s e e  any fence t h e r e .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-31? 

A. This  was t h e  road. The fence i s  h e r e ;  t h a t ' s  
where I r e c a l l  where t h e  fence w a s .  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  
a s  any a r e a  except  t h a t  I want t o  show what I thought t h e  
a rea  looked l i k e .  
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Q Do you b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  group of - bodies  n e a r  
t h e  s p o t  where CARTER was dusted-off? 

A. I t  could be.  There was a group of bodies  nea r  
where CARTER was dusted-off o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. This  i s  another  photograph of t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  
i s  t h e  road. You know t h e  road t h a t  we r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  goes o u t  t o  t h e  sea .  

A. Eighty-f ive would be  up t h a t  way? 

Q. Right. T h a t ' s  t h e  road. This  i s  a small  s t ream 
t h e r e  t h a t  you s e e  up a t  t h e  top .  This i s  t h a t  road,  6r d ike ,  
o r  d i t c h  t h a t  runs by t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  These two 
a reas  here  would b e  what you r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  two r i c e  
fieLds.  And t h i s  appears  t o  be  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

Q Now, I ' m  showing you t h i s  because t h i s  i s  a c l o s e r  
view of t h e  v i l l a g e  looking from west t o  e a s t  wi th  t h e  South 
China Sea a t  t h e  t o p  p o r t i o n  of t h e  photograph. Now, does 
t h i s  photograph h e l p  any? L e t ' s  look a t  it. You have go t  
t h i s ,  what could be a road,  o r  could be a d i t c h ,  o r  could be  
a fence.  W e  have go t  a major por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e  here .  
This  i s  t h e  southern p a r t .  This  i s  t h e  nor thern  s i d e .  The 
company swept through. 

A. I th ink  t h a t  we were h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  when I p u l l e d  t h a t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  box. 

Q. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e
i n  t h e  approximate a r e a  of t h e  two open f i e l d s .  You t h i n k  
you were i n  t h i s  are,a when you attempted t o  de tona te  t h e  box? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. NOW, from t h a t  a rea  where d i d  you move. Do you
remember? 

A. I thought I moved t h i s  way d i r e c t l y  e a s t  and I 
went i n t o  t h i s  a rea  h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  where I saw t h e  group 
of American s o l d i e r s ,  and it wasn ' t  my p la toon.  And t h e  
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next  t i m e  I r a n  i n t o  Captain MEDINA and t h e  CP--I don ' t  know 
exac t ly  where it was, b u t  t h e  next  t ime I found him I s a i d ,  
" W e l l ,  I ' l l  s t a y  h e r e  wi th  t h e  CP because I c a n ' t  f i n d  my 
own platoon."  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  where he went. I went 
this way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I th ink  we s t ayed  mostly i n  t h e  
southern  por t ion .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time Captain MEDINA, it may 
have been whi le  you were gone, l eav ing  and going south of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  chase somebody? 

A. No. I f  I w a s  t h e r e  on t h e  ground, I could pro-
bably show you j u s t  about where w e  went. 

Q- Well, from what you have descr ibed ,  you had t r i e d  
t o  f i n d  your p la toon and were moving due e a s t  and g o t  some-
where i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You had t o  head south i n  o rde r  t o  pick 
up Captain MEDINA then. Now,  I '  11 t e l l  you t h i s  from what 
we understand t h a t  t h e  company p a r t y  moved p r imar i ly  along 
t h e  southern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and from a l l  t h a t  w e  could 
determine, CARTER was wounded somewhere i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
and was evacuated from somewhere i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Those 
people were a l l e g e d l y  on a road here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Now, 
t h i s  photograph i s  r e c e n t ,  and it i s  n o t  exac t ly  the  same 
as it was. 

A. No, it s u r e  doesn ' t  look a t  a l l  l i k e  it. I thought  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  where t h e  b u i l d i n g  was a c r o s s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I thought it was down he re  and the  bodies  along the re .  I 
thought t h a t  they were over  he re ,  and they s a i d  they were 
over  here.  

Q - There w e r e  bu i ld ings  back t h e r e .  

A. They may have been p a r t  of t h e  bu i ld ings  over 
h e r e  too.  

Q - This is  j u s t  a l l  previous testimony. Do you re-
member e a t i n g  lunch t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  was i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  CARTER w a s  
evacuated. T h a t ' s  where I opened mine. 

Q- Did t h e  rest of them e a t  a t  t h a t  po in t?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  they  were a t  d i f f e r e n t  p'laces. 
The company was s c a t t e r e d  throughout.  We weren ' t  going t o  
gang up i n  one a r e a  because i t  i s  n o t  good t a c t i c a l l y  for 
any reason. So wherever they were when we were supposed to 
break f o r  lunch, t h a t  's  where they  broke. And I th ink  I w a s  
i n  f r o n t  where CARTER was evacuated. 

Q What time d i d  you e a t  lunch? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

a .  Do you recognize t h a t  bui ld ing?  This  i s  Exh ib i t  
P-17. 

A. I suppose you mean t h e  one i n  t h e  background? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. That may be it. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it is or  no t .  

Q There a r e  none of t h e  photos t h a t  you can iden-
t i f y  a s  t o  approximate l o c a t i o n s  with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  weren ' t .  It appears t h a t  I may 
have been inaccura te  a s  f a r  a s  CARTER'S evacuat ion was con-
cerned. That is t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can say.  With any de-
gree of c e r t a i n t y ,  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  I can s a y  about t h e  
p o i n t  is t h a t  it was between here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and h e r e  ( in -
d i c a t i n g ) .  One inch  equa l s  1 0 0  meters. From where I s a i d  
it was and from where it was supposed t o  t a k e  p lace ,  I s t i l l  
t h i n k  it was where I s a i d  it w a s .  

Q Now, l e t ' s  look a t  it t h i s  way. CARTER was 
wounded i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - So, they  a r e  going t o  b r i n g  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  as 
c l o s e  as p o s s i b l e  t o  him. So t h e y ' r e  going t o  b r i n g  it same-
where i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Actua l ly ,  t h e  pickup p o i n t  probably,  t h a t ' s  where 
we came from. I say we came from here .  
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Q - But CARTER was wounded i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  you would 
have brought  him up from t h e  south ,  you were b r ing ing  him from 
a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  and n c t  from t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I understand t h a t .  He was wounded i n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Is t h a t  what they a r e  saying?  He may have 
been wounded i n  t h e r e .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  testimony t h a t  we have s o  f a r .  

A. Of course ,  I ' m  looking a t  an a e r i a l  photo,  b u t  I 
thought t h a t  he  was wounded over h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I thought  
it was a p l a c e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a p a r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q *  Let  t h e  record show t h a t  Sergeant  BERNHARDT was 
po in t ing  t o  a complex, a smal l  complex, about 100 meters 
south  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

I f  anybody e l s e  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t h i s ,  w e ' l l  have 
t o  look i n t o  i t  f u r t h e r .  Of course ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was 
somewhere i n  here  t h a t  he was wounded, somewhere wi th in  t h e  
My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e ,  and he w a s  brought ou t  and evacuated i n  
an a rea  j u s t  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  was one reason t h a t  
I was t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i f  you had seen t h i s  complex, i f  
you could remember where t h a t  was. Sometimes it i s  very 
d l f z i c u i t  t o  maintain d i r e c t i ~ i i ,znd you could have thouqht 
t h a t  you were looking south o r  nor th  and could have g o t t e n  
confused i n  your d i r e c t i o n s .  

A. I understand. The only t h i n g  about t h i s  v i l l a g e  
was t h a t  it was k ind  of up high.  Wherever you were s t and ing ,  
what you s e e  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  you were i n  a f i e l d ,  you 
see t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e  over  it. A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  f i e l d  over  
h e r e  goes,  it might have been v i s i b l e  from where I was b u t  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  it. 

Q You r e f e r r e d  once t o  a d i t c h  wi th  bodies  i n  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q *  I want you t o  th ink  hard .  Was t h i s  d i t c h  along 
o r  bes ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was i t  separa ted  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
by some r i c e  paddies? 

A. I thought  it was bes ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now, s i n c e  
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I thought t h a t  we were here  where CARTER was evacuated and it 
was supposedly over  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  it i s  p o . s s i b l e - t h a t  we 
were here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  was over  he re .  I n  
o t h e r  words, it j u s t  might be switched around, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. The wi tness  was po in t ing  t o  t h e  complex t o  t h e  
south  of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e .  You maintain t h a t  d i t c h  was 
i n  t h e  approximate a r e a  of where CARTER w a s  evacuated? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The d i t c h  with bodies? 

A. Yes, sir.  


Q - And t h a t  was separa ted  by some d i s t ance?  


A .  Y e s ,  sir. 


Q - Did t h i s  d i t c h  have very many bodies  i n  i t ?  


A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how many, sir. I may 
have seen about t h r e e .  I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were. 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  be  recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1731 hours ,  29 December 
1969 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1737 hours ,  29 December 
1969 .) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  Colonel MILLER 
i s  p resen t .  I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  Do 
you have anything f u r t h e r  t o  s t a t e .  Any f u r t h e r  testimony? 

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t .  

Q. When you l eave  he re ,  I would l i k e  you t o  check our  
wi tness  c h a r t  and see i f  t h e r e  i s  any a s s i s t a n c e  you can gkve 
us on wi tness  l eads .  

A. I n  o t h e r  words, where they might be a t  t h i s  time? 

Q. Where they  might be o r  i f  they  were i n  My L& ( 4 )  . 
This  i s  p r imar i ly  what we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
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COL WILSON: And i f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  you f i n d  anyth ing ,  e i t h e r  
photographs o r  documents t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us ,  
w e  would l i k e  t o  know about it. Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive  
you t h e  neccessary  p a r t i n g  p o i n t s ,  

COL MILLER: Se rgean t ,  I j u s t  want t o  g ive  you guidance wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  your d i scuss ion  of  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  case  
b e f o r e  Colonel WILSON and t h e  committee today.  F i r s t ,  you 
a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should n o t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  i n d i -
r e c t l y ,  o r  through o t h e r s  d i s c u s s  t h i s  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
i n c l u d i n g  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  w i th  any 
person t h a t  may have been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any 
way. Now, t h i s  d o e s n ' t  apply i f  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  
b e f o r e  a competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. L e t  m e  g ive  you an example. You may be  c a l l e d  a s  a 
w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  Ca l l ey  case.  I f  you a r e  c a l l e d  be fo re  an in-
v e s t i g a t i n g  committee t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f a c t s  a s  you know them, , 

t hen  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imoney h e r e  un le s s  it 
i s  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. I f  you have ques t ions  about it, you ask t h e  people 
i n  charge.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A r e  you under t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  Ca l l ev  case? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Your tes t imony i s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  
of t h a t  o rde r .  You a r e  no t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  o rde r .  

A. I d i d n ' t  expec t  t h e  o r d e r  a p p l i e d .  t o  any i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n - - o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q You a r e  s t i l l  under t h a t  o rde r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1745 hours ,  29 December 
1969 .) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1650 hours ,  27  January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t ;  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN and 
MAJ COOP. 

The hear ing  r e c a l l s  Sergeant  Michael A. BERNHARDT. 

(SGT BERNHARDT w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  reminded 
t h a t  he remained under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

MR WEST: Sergeant BERNHARDT, we apprec ia te  your coming 
back. W e  n o t i c e  you have a p r e t t y  bad co ld .  This  t ime w e  
w i l l  concen t ra te  on only c e r t a i n  phases of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  you s a w  it through your personal  experiences.  
F i r s t  of a l l ,  Sergeant  BERNHARDT, would you t e l l  us aga in  
what you r e c a l l  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Captain MEDINA gave t h e  
company on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15 th ,  before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Captain MEDINA t o l d  us  t h a t  we were going t o  go 
on an opera t ion  and encounter t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  o r  what- 
ever  it was. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about t h a t  number. This  w a s  
t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was g iv ing  us a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  and l a i d  t h e  
mines f o r  us  and sniped a t  us  and s o  on, and we were f i n a l l y  
going t o  g e t  our  chance t o  g e t  them. He o u t l i n e d  t h a t  were 
going t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e s  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  ( 5 ) ,  and 
(6), and then  izt~t h e  a r e a  1:nown as P i n k v i l l e .  P i n k v i l l e  
was t h e  s t ronghold.  I t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  he w a s  con-
c e n t r a t i n g  too  much on My Lai  ( 4 )  , (5) , (6) . I t  seemed t o  
me t h a t  our  main o b j e c t i v e  was P i n k v i l l e .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  in-  
t e l l i g e n c e  sources i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no innocent  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  
i s  f i r m .  I can remember t h a t  j u s t  about verbatim. The r e s t  
of it was mostly i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  we were supposed t o  des t roy  
t h i s  a r e a  and t h i s  u n i t .  

Q- The o r d e r s  then  app l i ed  t o  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  and 
hamlets bes ide  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. 
( 4 ) .  I t  was 

H e  s a i d  t h e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he s a i d  My L a i  
t o  be inc luded i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- Did he mention B/4/3 p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. H e  mentioned t h e  o t h e r  two u n i t s ,  I b e l i e v e .  H e  gave 
t h e  b a s i c  o u t l i n e  of t h e  whole t h i n g ,  t h e  blocking fo rce  and the 
a i r  support  and s o  on ,  and t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  was going t o  be 
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Q. Did he say anything about h igher  headquarters  dur ing  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Higher headquarters?  How? 

Q With re fe rence  t o  t h e  o rde r  t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e s e  
hamlets i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  was anything s a i d  about t h e  o rg in  of  t h e  
o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was. You can assume t h a t  
it w a s  from h igher  headquarters .  

Q But, you ' d o n ' t  remember him saying i t ?  

A. No. 

Q- What was your understanding about how t h e  
Vietnamese people i n  t h e s e  hamlets were t o  be t r e a t e d ,  t h e  
people t h a t  were found i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea?  

A. My understanding was t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  going t o  be 
t o o  many people i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  ailrea. There j u s t  wasn ' t  
going t o  be anyone. I f  t h e r e  was anyone l i k e  a t  a d i s t a n c e  my 
understanding w a s  j u s t  l i k e  we had been doing. You a r e n ' t  going 
t o  be too  c a r e f u l .  When they a r e  a t  a d i s t a n c e ,  you shoot  a t  it. 
I f  i t ' s  running it impl ies  i t ' s  g u i l t y  o r  something. Anyway he 
d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a y  t o  wipe ou t  a l l  t h e  people t h a t  were 
supposed t o  be t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he knew t h e r e  were going t o  
be t h a t  many people t h e r e  t h a t  were c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants, 
b u t  whatever w a s  t h e r e  w a s  supposed t o  be destroyed.  

Q. What w a s  t h e  genera l  impression t h e  men of  t h e  company 
had? Was t h a t  about i t ?  Did everyone have t h e  same understanding 
do you th ink?  

A. Yes, sir.  You s e e  t h e  one t h i n g  I can remember him 
saying was t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no innocent  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  
Well now, an innocent  c i v i l i a n ,  i f  i t ' s  n o t  an innocent  c i v i l i a n ,  
what e l s e  can it be. I n  o t h e r  words, i f  i t ' s  a l i v e  shoot  it. I 
c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any o t h e r  way t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t .  He was implying 
a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would be c i v i l i a n s .  There a r e  no c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  a rea .  

Q-. Th-ere w i l l  be c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  and they  won't be in -
nocent? Is t h a t  i t ?  

A. Right .  Tha t ' s  what it comes down t o .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
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of  any way e l s e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  BERNHARDT, you i n d i c a t e  now t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  r a t h e r  s p e c i f i c  r e fe rences  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h i s  
opera t ion  w a s  going. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  r a t h e r  hard  as 
t o  j u s t  what you d i d  hear  and j u s t  what words were used at 
t h a t  time a s  f a r  as i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  a r e a  of  opera t ion .  You 
have a t  va r ious  t imes s t a t e d  t h i s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways, and I 
th ink  it came through s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h i s  a f te rnoon t h e  
way you t o l d  it. There have been some t h i n g s  r e c e n t l y  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  and I am concerned t h a t  you may be t a k i n g  some 
th ings  you a r e  g e t t i n g  ou t  of t h e  newspapers on a d a i l y  
b a s i s ,  which I recognize  i s  hard t o  avoid when th ings  a r e  
being s a i d  p u b l i c l y .  A t  t h e  same time you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
r e c a l l  your p r i v a t e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t r y  
t o  s o r t  ou t  your p r i v a t e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  j u s t  what it 
was t h a t  Captain MEDINA was saying  about where you were 
going t o  conduct t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. F i r s t ,  i t  would be almost 2 years .  Secondly, 
you say t h a t  i t ' s  come o u t  d i f f e r e n t l y  than  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
(5)  , ( 6 )  and P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q Yes. Your testimony has var ied .  

A. I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ?  

Q I am anxious t o  f i n d  o u t  what he t o l d  you and l e t ' s  
f o r g e t  about ::hat nay hzve bccn thc diffsrences. What I want i s  
your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  what it was t h a t  Captain MEDINA was 
t a l k i n g  about? W a s  he t a l k i n g  about a hamlet? Was he t a l k i n g  
about more than  one hamlet? Was he t a l k i n g  about a v i l l a g e ?  
What were t h e  words t h a t  he was using t o  i d e n t i f y  where you were , 

going, and what do you understand from h i s  words t h a t  he w a s  
t a l k i n g  about? 

A. H e  made marks on t h e  ground and made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
of  My Lai  ( 4 )  , (5)  , and (6) and P i n k v i l l e .  What he s a i d  w a s  it 
was a VC complex. Now, I d i d n ' t  have any idea .  The way he t o l d  
it I could only guess a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  t o  what it r e a l l y  w a s  o r  how 
b i g  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  o r  whether it w a s  f o r t i f i e d  o r  not ;  whether it 
was a v i l l a g e  a t  a l l  and not  j u s t  a s o r t  of jungle  kind of a f f a i r  
wi th  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and defenses .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can g e t  
exac t ly  what you mean by t h a t .  

Q a  My problem i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  g e t  what you mean by it. 
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When w e r e  you i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Not t h i s  s p e c i f i c  area. 

Q W e l l  p r e c i s e l y ,  you w e r e n ' t  i n  t h i s  area b e f o r e .  
This  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a ?  

A. Right .  

Q. You s a y  t h a t  he drew something down i n  t h e  d i r t .  
What I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  what h e  drew i n  t h e  d i r t  t h a t  
had t o  be drawn o t h e r  t h a n  t o  s ay  h e r e  i s  t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and h e r e  i s  t h e  l and ing  zone. What else d i d  he p u t  
down? 

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  I c a n ' t  
f i g u r e  t h i s  o u t .  I d o n ' t  know what you are t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t .  

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  f a c t s ,  Se rgean t  BERNHARDT. 
I t ' s  as s imple  as t h a t .  When I f i n d  some o f  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  
I l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what r e a l l y  was t h e r e .  You s a w  he drew a l l  
t h i s  on t h e  ground,  and I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  what he  d i d  cover  and 
what he  d i d n ' t  cover .  I r e a l i z e  f u l l y  t h a t  it i s  hard t o  go 
back ove r  a p e r i o d  of  t ime and r e c o l l e c t ,  b u t  I want t o  t r y  and 
s o r t  o u t  what you do r e c o l l e c t  from a l l  o f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
i s  going around i n  t h e  a i r  t h e s e  days t h a t  you and I bo th  h e a r ,  
and see i f  w e  can g e t  back t o  what w a s  s a i d  i n  March 1968 and 
what w a s  ske t ched  o u t  f o r  you? 

A .  A s  far as what w a s  ske tched  o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I h a v e n ' t  
hea rd  any th ing  o r  r e a d  anyth ing .  I d o n ' t  know what you are 
implying o r  any th ing .  I n  o t h e r  words, you may be very hones t  and 
eve ry th ing .  I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  do me i n  o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  f a c t s .  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I cou ld  be confused myself by what 
I h e a r  and see, b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  o r  s e e  anyth ing  o r  
r e a d  any th ing  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  What d i d  you s e e ?  Would you t e l l  us what 
you s a w  him p u t  down o n  t h e  ground? 

A. Represen ta t ions  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and P i n k v i l l e ,  where 
we w e r e  supposed t o  go through it, and I b e l i e v e  where t h e  o t h e r  
company was supposed t o  be o p e r a t i n g .  
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Q .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h e  course of t h e  o t h e r  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he d id .  

Q Did he t e l l  you how long t h e  opera t ion  w a s  going 
t o  l a s t ?  

. A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Did he t e l l  you how long it was going t o  t a k e  from 
where you landed t o  g e t  t o  t h e  var ious  p laces  t h a t  he was sched-
u l i n g  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q .  So t h a t  you d o n ' t  have today any s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of what was s a i d  about t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No. Only t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  anybody would remember about 
an i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t ,  j u s t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s .  

Q Well I would have thought t h a t  one of t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  
would have been how long you were going t o  be o u t  on t h e  operation? 

A. T h a t ' s  more l i k e  a d e t a i l .  Anyway, a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion  i s  over  with and you a c t u a l l y  d i d  spend whatever 
t h e  t i m e  w a s ,  then whatever he s a i d  about how much time t h e  
opera t ion  was going t o  t a k e  i s  j u s t  about meaningless. 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Why do you s i n g l e  o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
you t o l d  us a s  being s o  meaningful and say t h e s e  o t h e r  th ings  
a r e  meaningless? I d o n ' t  understand. 

A .  What I am t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you i s  t h a t  I can remember 
t h i s  because I considered it important ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  
because I d i d n ' t  o r  because I d o n ' t .  

Q. Why w a s  it important  t h a t  you were going t o  f o u r  
hamlets? 

(Witness. g ives  no response.  ) 

Why was t h a t  important  t o  you? Was t h e r e  something 
t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  made it important  t o  you a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. Nothing o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  
be something be fo re  we got  t o  t h i s  p l a c e  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e .  I 
wasn ' t  s u r e  what. 

Q- Did he i n d i c ~ t et h a t  these  had some s p e c i a l  charac-
teristics o r  was it j u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  were four  plHces on t h e  map 
that he was going to v i s i t ,  and go t o  a f i f t h  c a l l e d  Pinkvf Ple? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  he s a i d  t h e r e  was anything 
s p e c i f i c  about it. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  was anything about 
t h a t  of any s p e c i a l  importance today? 

A.  No. Not today. 

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing f u r t h e r  a t  t h i s  time. 

A.  You s e e ,  t h e r e  was testimony taken. When w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  time t h a t  I went t o  s e e  Colonel WILSON? Do you remember 
when t h a t  was? You s e e ,  you have my memory on paper.  I can 
even f o r g e t  what I t o l d  him then ,  and I th ink  t h a t ' s  
understandable . 
MR MACCRATE: We understand you a r e  going back Sergeant  BERNHARDT, 
b e l i e v e  me we do. We a r e  doing t h i s  wi th  each wi tness  and going 
back t o  g e t  t h e i r  b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  what we want t o  t r y  and 
do i s  g e t  t h e i r  b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  The only way we can be s u r e  
about t h a t  i s  by be ing  as  s p e c i f i c  a s  we can on each of t h e s e  
f a c t s .  That 's what w e  ' r e  a f t e r .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  BERNHARDT, you have i n  f r o n t  of you now a 
l a r g e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  has  been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  
Exh ib i t  P-1. This  is  a v e r t i c a l  photograph taken of t h e  hamlet 
that has been c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

( M r .  WEST o r i e n t s  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  P-1) 

On your l e f t  i s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map admitted i n  
evidence a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

( M r .  WEST o r i e n t s  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4.) 

Does t h i s  a r e a  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

I t h i n k  I know j u s t  about where I am. 
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Q Afte r  you had g o t t e n  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  
landing zone, would you t e l l  us anything t h a t  happened? Any-
th ing  you saw and what you d id?  

A. The b e s t  a s  I can do as  f a r  a s  my memory serves  me, I 
was i n  the . second  l i f t .  We s t a r t e d  here  and we s t a r t e d  moving by 
p la toons ,  and I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o o  f a r .  I d o n ' t  
know how f a r ,  bu t  f a r  enough s o  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  o u t .  They c a l l e d  
me back because I had t h e  rope. Captain MEDINA and t h e  CP was 
over  here  someplace a g a i n s t  an embankment. 

Q Could you mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  C P  and put a f i g -
u re  1, and c i r c l e  it as t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of Captain 
M E D I N A 1 s  CP? 

(The wi tness  d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  

We've had o t h e r  evidence t h a t  has p laced  it about 
the re .  What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Af te r  I tugged on t h e  rope and opened t h e  box and 
checked t h e  con ten t s  - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Would you expla in  t h e  purpose of using 
a rope on t h e  box? 

A. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  equipment l e f t  behind 
is  booby-trapped, su we use3 t h e  rope oil t he  box so  we can g e t  
a d i s t a n c e  away from it t o  move it. W e  wa i t  a l i t t l e  while  i n  
case  i t ' s  delayed. 

Q. You back away from i t ' a n d  put  t h e  rope around i t ?  

A. I t  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  away from whera, we was a t  
t h e  time. I j u s t  put  t h e  rope around it  and moved back t o  the  
CP and p u l l e d  t h e  rope from the re .  Lieutenant  ALAUX found it 
I b e l i e v e ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s  a h a s t l e  over  t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  box. 

Q- Is t h i s  t h e  Lieutenant  ALAUX t h a t  was t h e  forward 
observer? 

A. Yes, sir. Then I picked up t h e  box and a f t e r  t h a t  
I moved. 

Q- Did t h e  command group leave? 
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A .  Yes. F i r s t  I moved from here  and went s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Whenever I go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  o r  anything,  
whatever t h e  l i n e  is  I t ake  l i k e  a  perpendicular  l i n e ,  s o  I 
must have gone t h i s  way. 

Q Before you go i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  you mentioned i n  
your p r i o r  testimony an i n c i d e n t  i n  which Captain MEDINA 
s h o t  a g i r l ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - From o t h e r  evidence,  t h a t  is an even t  which occurred 
o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  It must have occurred be fo re  you went i n t o  
the v i l l a g e .  Can you desc r ibe  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  f o r  us o r  where it 
took p lace?  

A.  The one t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember, and I b e l i e v e  I 
remember it very c l e a r l y ,  i s  t h a t  it was a f t e r  I moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and came back t o  t h e  
box because I w a s  c a r r y i n g  the box and f ~ l l o w i n gCaptain MEDINA 
a t  t h e  t ime. 'The only t ime I was ca r ry ing  the  box and fol lowing 
Captain MEDINA was a f t e r  I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  my own u n i t .  I moved 
i n  he re  maybe 100 yards and I moved back maybe more. 

Q You were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  what? 

A. I w a s  t-.,,,,lng' C,zf i z d  ny 3 ~ 2lln:c,L,,L. Thr p e ~ p l ei n  
t h e r e  d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  be maintaining any--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  What was going on t h e r e  o r  what d i d  
you see as  you moved through? 

A.  T h a t ' s  when I saw them. They w e r e  doing a l o t  of 
shoot ing.  A l o t  of people were dying and l y i n g  dead. There 
was a group somewhere i n  he re  t h a t  they herded i n t o  a  hole .  
You c a n ' t  see t h e  h o l e  now. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a quarry  
o r  s h e l l  c r a t e r  o r  what. They s h o t  them up i n  h e r e  someplace, 
up i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q L e t  m e  r e f e r  t o  something t h a t  you t o l d  t h e  C I D  
when you made a s ta tement  t o  them i n  November. You s t a t e d  
t h a t  you ran i n t o  a group of about 20 Vietnamese under t h e  
c o n t r o l  of some American s o l d i e r s .  "These were Vietnamese 
females, some c h i l d r e n ,  and a few o l d  men. The people were 
j u s t  s t and ing  t h e r e  i n  a d i t c h  where t h e  s o l d i e r s  made them 
g e t .  I saw the s o l d i e r s  shoot  these  people with t h e i r  M-16 
r i f l e s  and a machinegun. A s  f a r  a s  I could t e l l ,  they k i l l e d  
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everybody." T h a t ' s  t h e  end of t h e  quota t ion .  Is t h i s  t h e  
group you a r e  th ink ing  about? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you t r y  t o  p lace  t h i s  on t h e  photograph as  
b e s t  a s  you can? 

A. A s  b e s t  as I can, s ir ,  he re ,  2. 

a .  Right i n  t h e  cen te r?  

A. Right i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I went from 
here  and I moved i n .  I t  would be he re .  

Q Your p r i o r  testimony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you could n o t  
i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  involved. Is t h a t  s t i l l  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Like I s a i d ,  I have ga thered  t h e  i m -
p ress ion  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  men t h a t  most of them were in-
volved. So I could n o t  very wel l  say t h a t  I saw anybody s i n c e  
by now I may have ga thered  t h a t  impression l i k e  t h e  gent le -
man here  was saying. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  I n  o t h e r  words, from 
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  men and hear ing  them t e l l  you s t o r i e s  about how 
they s h o t  c i v i l i a n s  and s o  on, ga the r ing  t h e  impression t h a t  
they were doing t h i s ,  having someone t e l l  you t h a t  they saw 
someone e l s e  doing something l i k e  t h i s ,  you can a c t u a l l y  p ic-
t u r e  it i n  your own mind, even i f  you d o n ' t  know what you 
s a w  i n  here.  

Q. T e l l  us what happened a f t e r  you l e f t  t h i s  p o i n t  
marked number 2? 

A. I moved back p r e t t y  much t h e  way I came t o  j u s t  
about t h e  same spo t .  I re jo ined  Captain M E D I Y A ' s  group. 

Q They w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  CP? 

A. They might have been moving. I moved back and I 
beli.eve when I moved back they were moving then.  I might have 
run i n t o  them before  I got  t o  t h e  same p lace ,  b u t  anyway it was 
somewhere around here .  Tha t ' s  where I ran i n t o  Captain MEDINA 
again ,  and I b e l i e v e  we moved around t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
here .  

(BURNHARDT) 94 APP T-46 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - You moved wi th  t h e  command group then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  from t h a t  time on. 

Q The i n c i d e n t  where you s a w  Captain MEDLNA k i l l  a g i r l ,
d i d  t h a t  t ake  p l a c e  dur ing  t h i s  time o r  was it l a t e r  on? 

A.' Right over  h e r e  someplace. 

Q Was it o u t  i n  a r i c e  paddy o r  w a s  it i n  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. We were on t h e  b o r d e r l i n e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and she  
w a s  coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  She was i n  a r i c e  f i e l d .  

Q- Could you i n d i c a t e  about t h e  p lace  where s h e  was? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  number 3.  

Q. Could it have been c l o s e r  t o  t h e  southwest corner? 
We've had some o t h e r  evidence t h a t  i n d i c a t e d . i t  was more over  
he re .  I donwt want t o  change your testimony. How s u r e  a r e  
you of the ' loca t ion?  

A.  Like I s a i d ,  sir ,  I ' m  n o t  t h a t  s u r e  of t h e  loca t ion .  
The b e s t  I can do i s  r i g h t  here .  ' I am p r e t t y  s u r e  we a r e  w e l l  
on our  way t o  t h a t  p lace  where t h e  crossroads  are. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  proceedings,  I0 en te red  
the  hear ing .  ) 

By t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l  (po in t ing)  ? 

A. Yes. Also,  t h e r e  i s  this c u l v e r t  over  here .  

10: D o  you remember while  you were t h e r e ,  working wi th  
Captain MEDINA back up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g ) ?  The h e l i c o p t e r s  
were down h e r e  i n  t h i s  area popping smoke grenades,  and Captain 
MEDINA was moving south  wi th  h i s  command group t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I remember h e  was on t h e  r a d i o  and from what I can 
g a t h e r  they were t a l k i n g  about some weapons over  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  
They s t a r t e d  t o  move t h i s  way (po in t ing)  and t h e r e  wasn ' t  any-
t h i n g  over  he re .  
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MR WEST: L e t ' s  go back up he re ,  Sergeant  BERNHARDT. You in-
d i c a t e d  t h a t  you moved wi th  t h e  command group around t h e  south-
west  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  next  t o  t h i s  d i t c h  o f  bodies .  Where 
was t h i s  loca ted?  Was t h a t  around t h e  southwest p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. .It was n o t  t o o  f a r  from where he was when he s h o t  
t h e  woman. I t  was over  here  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  
where he s h o t  t h e  woman. I t  was somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  here .  

Q There i s  cons iderable  evidence t h a t  t h e  woman was 
s h o t  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

10: Maybe f u r t h e r  down south than  t h a t ,  maybe even 
down he re  (po in t ing)  . 
A. I w a s  ca r ry ing  t h i s  box and i t  kind of threw m e  
o f f .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  how f a r  I ' d  been. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  p u t  a 4 t h e r e .  L e t ' s  assume t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
a c t u a l l y  t h e  p lace  where he sho t  t h e  g i r l .  From t h a t  p o i n t  
where would you say t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  wou ld  be with t h e  bodies  
i n  i t ?  

A. Over here  (po in t ing)  . 
Q J u s t  n o r t h ,  about here? I ' l l  put  a 5 on it. Is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- How many bodies were t h e r e  by ages and sexes? 

A. Two males. They were o l d  and t h e r e  could have been 
more. I d i d n ' t  s t o p  t o  count them. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  were j u s t  two o r  t h r e e ?  

A. Poss ib ly ,  yes .  

Q .  Now from t h i s  p o i n t  I assume you came back through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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10: L e t  me pass  on f o r  a moment and ask you something 
he re .  I read  your testimony and it seems you were q u i t e  
c l e a r  t h a t  you saw Captain MEDINA shoo t  t h i s  woman and 
knock h e r  down and s o  on. Do you remember during t h e  same s i t -
u a t i o n  t h a t  -there was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e ?  A bubble h e l i c o p t e r ,  
H-23 ,  t h a t  was s o r t  of hovering over  t h e  area and p u l l i n g  back 
o u t  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A. It  wasn ' t  t h e  one t h a t  was popping smoke o r  any-
t h i n g ,  was it, s i r ?  

Q It could have been t h e  one t h a t  was popping smoke. 

A. There was a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  open a rea .  
I d o n l t  know i f  it was a t  t h e  time t h e  woman was sho t .  It wasn ' t  
t h e r e  t o o  long. .--

Q. I f  you had seen  a h e l i c o p t e r  hovering 8 o r  1 0  f e e t  
o f f  t h e  ground and f o r  some length  of time, you would have no-
t i c e d  it, wouldn ' t  you? 

A. Maybe I wouldn ' t  have, sir. I don1t know. A l o t  
of t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h a t  day, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  f o r  
s u r e ,  except  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a h e l i c o ~ t e rt h e r e  i n  t h a t  Dar-
t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  t h e  observat ion  type  t h a t  you a r e  t a lk ing- about.  
I t  wasnl t doing anything. 

MR WEST: Would you t ake  us  from t h e r e ,  Sergeant  BERNHARDT, 
p l ease?  A f t e r  t h e  woman and t h e  g i r l  and t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ,  what I s next?  

A .  From t h a t  t ime, we moved t o  an a r e a  t h a t  I thought 
was over  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  where the  two-story b u i l d i n g  was. - W e .  
w e r e  moving i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n ,  I thought ,  s o  I thought he 
s h o t  the  woman h e r e  (po in t ing)  . W e  moved t o  a p l a c e  where 
t h e r e  was a two-story b u i l d i n g  r i g h t  nearby. There was a cross-
road where a l l  t h e  bodies  were. 

Q b  W e  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of evidence t h e r e  was a p i l e  
of bodies  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  t r a i l  on p o i n t  6, mostly women 
and l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  L e t  me have t h e  photographs. 

(The recorde r  hands t h e  photographs t o  MR WEST.) 
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Now, you mentioned a two-story house.  Where would t h a t  ' t w o -
s t o r y  house be  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p o i n t  6? 

A. Right  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q. I show you E x h i b i t  P-41 and ask you i f  you wi tnes -
s e d  a scene  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d  w i t n e s s  a scene l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Where? 

A. A t  t h e  c ros s roads .  I t  seemed t o  be j u s t  b e f o r e  
e n t e r i n g  a bunch of houses .  From t h e  ground, it looked l i k e  
a p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I ' v e  marked p o i n t  6 j u s t  s o u t h  of My L a i  ( 4 )  on 
t h e  t r a i l .  Is t h i s  t h e  p l a c e  where you s a w  t h e  bod ie s?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  where. Y e s .  

Q. A r e  you t e l l i n g  us t h a t  t h e  bod ie s  t h a t  were shown 
i n  photo 4 1  resemble t h e  ones t h a t  you s a w  t h e r e  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. While I w a s  a t  F o r t  Benning t h e  p r o s e c u t o r ,  Cap ta in  
DANIEL, s a i d ,  "Have you e v e r  s een  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ? "  and I 
s a i d ,  "Yes." I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I saw t h e  bod ie s  t h e r e .  I s a i d  
about  20 .  Then he  p u t  t h e  p i c t u r e  down and s a i d ,  "How many 
bodies  d i d  you s e e ? " ,  and I s a i d ,  "About 20 . "  You can count  
them and t h e r e  is  about  19 o r  20 t h e r e .  

Q- With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  where is  t h e  two-s tory
house? 

A. You f a c e  t h e  house and t h e  t r a i l  i s  t o  your r i g h t  
hand, and t h a t  i s  where it w a s .  Right  a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d  or  
t h e  tee j u n c t i o n  anyway. 

Q. Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. W e  s topped  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le  and evacua ted  CARTER. 
CARTER w a s  evacua ted  from t h e  same p l a c e  a s  t h e  two-story house. 
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Q - A t  t h i s  p o i n t  3 ,  i s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  dus tof f  
h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  p ick  up CARTER and medevac him out?  Were 
you anywhere around CARTER when he s h o t  himself?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - How d i d  you know about i t ?  

A. W e  heard t h e  shot .  We heard a l o t  of s h o t s .  Some-
body s a i d  he s h o t  himself .  They c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  and then  
CARTER came along and t h e r e  were two men he lp ing  him along and 
h i s  f o o t  was bandaged up. They took him over  t o  t h a t  p lace  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  bui ld ing .  

Q *  Where was Captain MEDINA dur ing  t h i s  time? 

A. H e  was i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  a l so .  

Q - Would you t e l l  me where Captain MEDINA was, whether ' 

he was i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I t  
seemed t o  m e  w e  had gone o u t  of it. 

Q - You mean wnere CARTER had s h o t  himself?  wasn ' t  
t h a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. I t  could have been. 

Q - A l l  t h e  evidence p o i n t s  t h a t  it was My Lai  ( 4 )  where 
CARTER s h o t  h imsel f ,  j u s t  i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e  and n o t  t o o  f a r  
from where t h i s  t r a i l  leaves  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We w i l l  c a l l  t h i s  
p o i n t  7. 

A. I n  my confusion of going o u t  here  and coming back, 
i n  here .  

Q I show you Exh ib i t  P-9 and ask you i f  it looks fam-
i l i a r ?  

A. Yes, I saw t h a t .  

Q. You're i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  CARTER is  t h e  person being 
helped t h e r e  i n  t h e  cen te r?  
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A. Yes. 

Q - Do you know t h e  men on e i t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. WIDMER on CARTER'S l e f t ,  and MAURO on CARTER'S 
r i g h t .  

Q Who is  t h e  o t h e r  man? 

A. MAURO , M-A-U-R-0 . 
Q- When you were moving o u t  w i t h  Captain MEDINA, was 
h i s  RTO wi th  him? 

A. Yes, He was never  f a r  away from him. H e  used t o  
walk around wi th  phones i n  h i s  hand. 

Q. Did you hear  t h e  r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  a s  t h e  t r a f f i c  
came over  t h e  r ad io?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  both t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  and t h e  
company n e t  had loudspeakers on them and were i n  opera t ion?  

A. We do, usua l ly .  I t  a l l  depends on t h e  opera t ion .  
We c a r r i e d  them q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q Our evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  both r a d i o s  were on 
t h e  company n e t  and both r a d i o s  were i n  use and they  were us-
i n g  t h e  speakers .  Do you remember hear ing  any messages t h a t  
came over? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear  a message coming i n  concerning t h e  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you hear  Captain MEDINA i s s u e  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. When was t h i s ?  
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A. I ' m  n o t  exac t ly  s u r e  when. I th ink  it was i n  t h e  
a r e a  around where CARTER was evacuated. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  when 
it was o r  maybe before  t h a t .  

Q. We've had o t h e r  evidence which i n d i c a t e s  t h i s  f o l -  
lowed t h e  medevac and CARTER. Now how d i d  he i s s u e  t h i s  order?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  It  
w a s  l i k e  t h e  opera t ions  order .  I j u s t  know t h a t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  
what he was saying. 

Q- D o  you remember what he s a i d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  even remember who he was t a l k i n g  t o  exac t ly .  

Q- Was he  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people around him? 

A. No, sir. I t  was on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q- Do you remember who w a s  ca r ry ing  t h e  r ad io?  Was it 
John PAUL o r  was it MURRAY? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did WIDMER have a r a d i o  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir. I can see him 
with a  r a d i o  because he d i d  c a r r y  a r a d i o  over  t h e r e ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  day. 

Q. What d i d  you s e e  WIDMER do t h a t  day? 

A. Nothing t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Did you see  him shoot  a l i t t l e  boy? 

A. NO,  sir .  

Q- Did you see  Captain MEDINA shoot  anybody except  
t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him shoot  anyone 
o t h e r  than t h a t  woman o r  g i r l .  

Q- Do you remember t e l l i n g  us on 29 December t h a t  you 
s a w  MEDINA shoot  another  woman who was s tanding  a t  t h e  time 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q - Do you remember being quoted i n  -L i f e  magazine t h a t  
you saw t h r e e  groups of bodies ,  about 20 each? Now, you've 
t o l d  us about one? 

A. I d o n ' t  want t o  defend what they  wrote  i n  t h e  paper 
o r  the  magazine t h a t  was supposed t o  be what I s a i d .  I read  a 
l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  say ,  f i r s t  of a l l .  Second, t h e r e  
were some th ings  t h a t  I d i d  say t h a t  were n o t  t r u e .  For ex-
ample, the  f i r s t  p r e s s  conference when they s a i d ,  "Do you th ink  
t h i s  was an i s o l a t e d  inc iden t?"  I d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I t o l d  them t h a t  
I d id .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  would be any use i n  t e l l i n g  them 
t h a t  I thought t h i s  was t h e  way it was done, and second, I d i d n ' t  
th ink  I was an a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  anyway. That  was 
another  th ing .  

Q. Do you know of o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h i s ,  l i k e  what 
happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. Do I know of them o r  d i d  I s e e  them? 

Q.. Do you have information about o t h e r  such i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. I was going t o  mention t h i s  a t  t h e  end of t h i s  thing.  

Q Do you waiik t o  wait and t a l k  about t h i s  a t  t h e  end? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have t h a t  much t o  say 
about it r e a l l y .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I know of a man t h a t  i s  a t  
Walson Army Hosp i t a l  a t  F o r t  D i x  r i g h t  now who I knew over  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu Lai .  H e  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a refugee camp somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing)  t h a t  h i s  
company wiped out .  I d o n ' t  know what you want t o  do about 
it, but  I th ink  you had b e t t e r  g e t  hold of him f a s t .  

Q - What's h i s  name? 

A. BLEAWELDT, B-L-E-A-U-V-E-L-D-T. 

Q - Bleauveldt?  

A. I t ' s  something l i k e  t h a t .  Tha t ' s  c lose .  He was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  while  he  was over t h e r e  and moved from one u n i t  t o  
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t h e  o t h e r .  Right now he i s  a t  Walson Army Hospi ta l  a t  F o r t  
Dix, Ward 8A. 

10: What u n i t  d i d  he belong t o  then? Did he say? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  sir. I t h i n k  he was 
moved t o  t h e  4/21, t h e  new b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  came i n  a f t e r  w e  were 
the re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was a p a r t  of t h a t  a t  t h e  time. 

MI3 WEST: Now, t h i s  refugee camp was somewhere i n  t h e  vic-
i n i t y  of --
A. From what I ga thered ,  s ir ,  it was somewhere around 
here ,  I thought ,  from what he was t r y i n g  t o  say.  I d o n ' t  re-
member e x a c t l y  what he s a i d .  I ' m  j u s t  guessing r i g h t  about 
here  someplace. 

Q. I n d i c a t e s  an a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  south  and a l i t t l e  e a s t  
of H i l l  85 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  72 ,  northwest of My Khe ( 2 )  
of MAP-4. 

I0 : Did he by chance mention t h a t  he was i n  B/4/3? 

A- No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he d id .  
Like I s a i d ,  s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  he was t r a n s f e r r e d  a t  one time. 
I d i d n ' t  know him i n  t h a t  capaci ty .  The t ime I saw him l a s t  
was i n  Chu Lai  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e .  A f t e r  t h a t  I ran  i n t o  
him a t  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  here .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But t h i s  w a s  a  refugee camp t h a t  was sup-
posed t o  have been wiped o u t  by h i s  o u t f i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  . sir. 

Q You're n o t  s u r e  what t h e  o u t f i t  i s ?  

A. No, sir. You might be a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  information 
from him. 

Q. While we have d ig ressed  a l i t t l e  b i t  from t h e  pa th  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  l e t  m e  ask you, d i d  you e v e r  hear  anything from 
B/4/3 on t h e i r  p a r t  of t h i s  opera t ion  which was over here  on 
t h e  edge of t h e  China Sea? Did you ever  hear  t h a t  they may 
have k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  on t h e i r  ope ra t ion  a l s o ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anyone from B/4/3 about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. L e t ' s  go back now t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph and p o i n t  
7 here .  Could you t e l l  us  j u s t  where you went a f t e r  t h i s  now? 

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  where we went. From t h a t  t i m e  on 
w e  j u s t  moved. W e  were going i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Did you fol low t h e  command group? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  u n t i l  we reached t h a t  b i g  a r e a ,  u n t i l  
we stopped. We had g o t t e n  o u t  of t h e  range of those  guns over  
here.  

Q. You s t ayed  with M E D I N A f s  command group? 

A. Right. 

Q. ' Do you remember where you had lunch? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I had my lunch r i g h t  by t h a t  two-story 
bui ld ing .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  You e a t  whenever t h i n g s  
s t o p  and you th ink  you can grab it. Usually t h e  words d o n ' t  
g e t  t h a t  f a r  down. I n  o t h e r  words, when you s t o p  somewhere 
t h e  word d o e s n ' t  g e t  f a r  down. 

Q - Do you know Charles  WEST? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you remember see ing  Charles WEST and o t h e r  mem-
bers  of t h e  1st Pla toon secur ing  t h e  per imeter  around noontime 
t o  t h e  east of My Lai  (4)? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Do you remember t h e  p o i n t  where Captain MEDINA had 
lunch and met t h e  p la toon l eader s?  

A. " I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir .  

Q - Do you remember see ing  t h e  demoli t ion men blow a 
hole  i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  bui ld ing?  
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I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir.  

Q - Can you.  t e l l  us a t  a l l  where you went from p o i n t  7 
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t .  The l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember 
as f a r  a s  us be ing  somewhere was a t  t h e  beach wi th  t h e  palm 
t r e e s ,  and they had t h a t  p r i s o n e r  t h a t  I i d e n t i f i e d  the re .  H e  
climbed t h e  t r e e s  and g o t  coconuts and everyth ing ,  and we 
thought t h i s  w a s  going t o  be a groovy p lace .  There w a s  a w e l l  
t h e r e  and a l l  t h a t .  We thought t h i s  was going t o  be a good 
p l a c e  t o  s t a y ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  

Q. That  w a s  a t  least 24 hours l a t e r  and maybe 30 hours  
l a t e r .  That w a s  the next  day on t h e  17th .  

A. I t  was? 

Q. Before we g e t  away from h e r e ,  l e t  m e  ask you some-
th ing .  A l l  t h e  testimony a s  f a r  as t h e  command group i s  con-
cerned i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  command group s t ayed  down around t h i s  
a r e a ,  and t h e r e  i s  a h igh  house r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n c i d e n t a l l y .  
This could be t h e  two-story bu i ld ing  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about. 
There a r e  q u i t e  a few houses h e r e  t h a t  you can see.  The com-
mand group h e r e  (po in t ing)  and e x i t e d  t h e  viiiage about i n  this 
area .  I t  was a l s o  r i g h t  about h e r e  (po in t ing)  t h a t  t h e  com-
mand group had lunch and stopped f o r  roughly about an hour t h a t  
day. 


A. There was a l o t  of l i v e s t o c k  h e r e  and a l o t  of pens. 
I remember t h a t  because we were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  something on my 
rad io .  

MRWEST: PRC-9? 

A. No. That  l i t t l e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i o  t h a t  I found. 

Q. L e t  m e  ask you now. You i d e n t i f i e d  one group of 
about 20 t h a t  were k i l l e d .  Now, was t h i s  s ta tement  i n  L i f e  -
magazine c o r r e c t  t h a t  you observed t h r e e  bunches of 20? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I t o l d  L i f e  magazine anything. 

Q. You w e r e  quoted and t h a t ' s  why I ' m  asking you? 
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A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q.' When you were here  on 29 December, you
d i d  t e l l  us about see ing  t h e  d i t c h  on t h e  e a s t  edge of My Lai  ( 4 )  
near  t h e  sou theas t  co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
testimony? 

A. No. I d o n ' t ,  sir. I was p r e t t y  vague about t h i s  
whole t h i n g  and where we were going. 

Q You do remember being up he re  i n  t h e  sou theas t  cor-
n e r  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  nor theas t  corner  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .' This a r e a  i s  c l e a r  and they  a r e  n o t  c u l t i v a t i n g  
anything he re ,  and t h e r e  were t h e s e  c l e a r ,  open spaces here.  
I t  looked l i k e  something could be c u l t i v a t e d  he re ,  b u t  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  anything. It  could have been here.  

Q Do you remember how you g o t  from p o i n t  7 ,  near  t o  
where CARTER was s h o t ,  over  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Do you remember how you go t  t h e r e ?  

A: No. 

Q. You s a i d  a moment ago t h a t  you be l ieved you d i d  
see  two o t h e r  bunches of dead people of about 20 each? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you l o c a t e  t h e  p laces  o r  desc r ibe  where you 
s a w  them and t h e  cond i t ions  and t h e  circumstances? 

A. Evident ly  we d i d n ' t  go where I thought w e  went. 
Wherever t h a t  two-story bu i ld ing  was o r  t h a t  b i g  bu i ld ing  was 
anyway, r i g h t  behind t h e r e  t h e r e  was a bunch. Not t h e  cross-
road now. There was another  p lace  near  it. 

Q *  Behind t h e  two-story bui ld ing?  

A. Right. They were i n  here  t o o  (po in t ing)  . 
Q Was it very f a r  from where CARTER was sho t?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where he was s h o t ,  b u t  from 
where he w a s  evacuated. 
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Q- From where he was evacuated? You know t h a t ?  

A. I t w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  f r o m t h a t .  I t w a s n 8 t  t o o  far  
from the o t h e r  group t h a t  was l y i n g  t h e r e  on the road. 

Q. This two-story b u i l d i n g ,  it was i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
though? 

A. Yes. 

Q m  There were a group of  bodies  o r  a bunch of bodies  
behind i t ?  

A. Right. The t r a i l  widened a l i t t l e  b i t  and t h e r e  
were houses on both  s i d e s  and t h e r e  were people l y i n g  on t h e  
porch; about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them t h e r e ,  and some of  them 
l y i n g  i n  the middle of t h e  path.  

Q - Was t h e r e  a bunch behind t h e  b u i l d i n g  now i n  add- 
i t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them i f  t h e r e  were. 

10: J u s t  a minute. How long have you been a sergeant?  

A. Almost a yea r ,  sir.  

Q - Almost a year? 


A, , Y e s ,  sir. 


Q - And what grade were you a t  t h e  t ime? 


A. I was a p r i v a t e  f i r s t  c l a s s  a t  t h e  time. 


Q *  How much s e r v i c e  had you had up t o  t h a t  time? 


A. One y e a r ,  sir. 
\ 

Q - You took b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and you had been with t h i s  
o u t f i t  and you knew a l i t t l e  b i t  about being a s o l d i e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you knew d i r e c t i o n  and you knew how t o  read  a 
compass? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q Well, I ' m  a l i t t l e  amazed a t  how l i t t l e  you can 
remember. And a l o t  of t h e  s ta tements  t h a t  you are making and 
n o t  being a b l e  t o  put  down he re ,  those j u s t  a r e n ' t  adding up 
as f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned. 

A. Well, s i r ,  I wasn ' t  ca r ry ing  a compass a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q =  N o ,  b u t  you were ca r ry ing  your head with you? 

A. Yes, sir.  Right. I d i d n ' t  ca r ry  a compass and I 
d i d n ' t  c a r r y  a map and I d i d n ' t  u sua l ly  g e t  a look a t  a map. 
Sometimes you can be i n  t h e  middle of t h i s  v i l l a g e  and you 
could have somebody 20 meters t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' v e  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You d o n ' t  have 
t o  t e l l  me. I ' v e  been i n  l o t s  of v i l l a g e s  l i k e  t h i s .  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can do i s  t h i s .  You say t h a t  
it seems s t r a n g e  t o  you. Well, w e  d i d  a l o t  of c ross ing  back 
and t h i s  is  t h e  b e s t  I can do. I d o n ' t  remember it t h a t  w e l l .  

Q. Well, t h e n ,  we w i l l  j u s t  p u t  down e x a c t l y  what you
know t h e r e  and s t o p  a l o t  of t h i s  e s t ima t ing  and t a l k i n g .  

A. A l l  r igkit ,  sir .  They were asking for as b e s t  as I 
can remember, and I was saying I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about t h i s  and 
I would go on. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Af te r  you l e f t  t h e  two-story house, 
would you t e l l  us  where you went n e x t ,  Sergeant  BERNHARDT? ( 

Do you remember when you r e j o i n e d  t h e  2d platoon? 

A. I t  must have been i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  a t  now. 

Q- What area?  

A. The p l a c e  t h a t  we s t ayed  overnight .  

Q - The l a a g e r  a rea?  

'A.  I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  we s tayed overnight .  

Q - This  was considerably e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  You 
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probably before  you g o t  t h e r e  passed through another  subhamlet. 
Do you remember what happened between My Lai ( 4 )  and where you 
laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A. N o ,  sir. I don ' t .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  opera t ion  had 
stopped. I was j u s t  tagging along with t h e  company commander 
and ca r ry ing  h i s  box. He t o l d  me t o  c a r r y  t h e  box, s o  I took 
it along with m e .  

Q - You c a r r i e d  t h e  box a l l  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q. You s tayed  with t h e  command s roup a l l  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I am p r e t t y  s u r e  of t h a t  too.  I th ink  
t h e  next  t ime I ran i n t o  my squad was t h a t  n i g h t ,  my squad l e a d e r  
SCHIEL. I asked him where w a s  P i n k v i l l e  and were we p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t o  it and he s u i d ,  "That 's  i t . "  

Q. Before you g o t  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  d i d  you move 
through another  hamlet o r  subhamlet wi th  houses? Did you s e e  
anymore hamlets burn o r  d i d  you s e e  any r e p e t i t i o n  of what 
you s a w  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. No, I d i d n ' t .  Nothing l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Did you s e e  any p r i s o n e r s  taken? 

A. There was an open p lace  and t h e r e  was some bunkers 
o r  something and t h e r e  was some people i n  t h e  bunkers. 

Q. Where w a s  t h i s ?  

A. No. Forget  about t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  we 
took p r i s o n e r s  on t h a t  day o r  t h e  day a f t e r .  This guy t h a t  I 
t a l k e d  about,  t h e  p r i soner  t h a t  I had, I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  kept  
him overnight .  

Q When d i d  you g e t  a p r i soner?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we kep t  him overnight  
and I know t h a t  w e  had him when we w e r e  on t h i s  beach. You 
say t h a t  t h i s  was the  next  day, s o  we must have picked him up 
t h e  next  day. W e  picked him up t h e  next  day and t h e r e  were 
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s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  the re .  

Q We h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  t o  t h e  next  day y e t .  We a r e  
s t i l l  on t h e  16th .  Did you see  anybody t ake  any p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  day on t h e  16th? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. When you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  
you see  any Nat ional  Pol ice?  

(Witness gave no response.  ) 

Bid you see any ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Yes, sir. There was a l a r g e  number of people t h e r e  
and they were under c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  A R V N ' s .  I found out  t h a t  
they were Nat ional  P o l i c e  t h e  next  day when they  were i n t e r -
roga t ing  t h e  people on t h e  beach. 

Q. They had some VC t h e r e  o r  some VC suspects?  

A. Well, they c a l l e d  them VC suspec t s ,  sir.  

Q - What was going on and what d i d  you see? 

A. They just had then ic a grczp. I think they evas-
uated them t o  somewhere. 

Q - Did you s e e  any in te r r ,oga t ions  going on l a t e r  on, 
o r  l a t e r  t h a t  evening? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  shoot  anyone? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  
t h a t  day o r  o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  have known my brigade commander i f  I 
had seen him. 
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Q Did you know Colonel BEERS? 

A. I t h i n k  I would have recognized him. 

Q Did you see him t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 

Aw Captain KOTOUC? 

Q. The S2 of Task Force Barker. 

A. I heard  about him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know him t o  s e e  
him. 

Q - Do you remember what happened t h e  next  day now,
t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r  you laagered  i n  wi th  Bravo Company? 
Did you s t a y  wi th  your p la toon t h a t  day? 

A. The n e x t  day I s t ayed  with my pla toon.  I met them 
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  opera t ion .  I s t a y e d  wi th  them the rest of  
t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Did you h e a r  about t h e  1st p la toon going up on H i l l  
85 and MEADLO s t epp ing  on a mine? 

A. Stepping on a mine and blowing h i s  f o o t  o f f ?  Right. 
I heard about t h a t .  

Q - What d i d  your p la toon do t h a t  day? 

*. W e  walked, nothing cons t ruc t ive .  

Q . Were you s t i l l  on a sea rch  and des t roy  mission? 

A. I guess  so.  

Q. Did you search  and des t roy  anything? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  t h ink  so.  There wasn ' t  a whole 
l o t  of  searching  even on a search  and des t roy  mission. 

Q. Did you.come ac ross  any hamlets where people were 
l i v i n g ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  company burning t h r e e  hamlets 
t h a t  day and burning t h e  hootches? 

A. . No, sir .  

Q What do you remember occurr ing  t h a t  day? 

A. I was along with my squad, and we have what i s  s o r t  
of a formation t h a t  w e  move i n .  What I remember is  j u s t  moving 
and walking. And u n t i l  we go t  t o  a p lace  where w e  were going 
t o  l a a g e r  i n .  We d i d n ' t ,  b u t  we were going t o .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
anybody e l s e  t h a t  day except  my squad. T h a t ' s  t h e  way it us-
u a l l y  works. 

Q. When you reached t h e  water  what happened? 

A. When we reached t h e  water  they s a i d  they  had some 
- p r i s o n e r s  and they  s a i d  they  were VC, young mi l i ta ry-age  males, 
.and they  s a i d  they had documents. 

Q How many? 

A. How many documents? 

Q e  I ' m  s o r r y .  How many males o r  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I s a w  t h r e e .  

Q - How many males and females? 

A. Two males and one female. I saw they  had one guy 
t i e d  up and they  had one guy a g a i n s t  a t r e e ,  and Captain ME-
D I N A  was shoot ing  a t  him. H e  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  something. I 
d o n ' t  know what it was. The National  Po l i ce  were t h e r e  t r y i n g  
t o  e x t r a c t  information o r  something. 

Q. What next?  

A .  We moved away from t h a t  a rea .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where 
w e  went and I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  well. 

Q - Do you remember spending t h e  n i g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Not v i v i d l y ,  s ir .  I t  was another  n i g h t  ou t  i n  t h e  f ie ld* 
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Q. What happened t h e  nex t  day, t h e  18th?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember being e x t r a c t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  and 
taken back t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A. I can remember be ing  e x t r a c t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  and 
taken back t o  Dot t i e  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  day it was. 

Q- When you got  ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e  a t  Land-
i n g  Zone D o t t i e ,  were you met by an o f f i c e r ?  

A. N O ,  sir. I wasn ' t .  We go t  o u t  o f t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and we s a t  t h e r e  f o r  awhile. Then they ass igned us t o  bunkers,  
which they  changed t h r e e  o r  four  t imes .  

Q m  Nobody came around t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. NO,  s ir . .  Not m e .  

Q. Before you l e f t  t h e  f i e l d ,  d i d  anyone t a l k  t o  you
and t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on of what 
happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  th ink  so .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA g e t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  l a t e r  
on and t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  what hap-
pened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

A. H e  d i d  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know what day it was. I 
though% it w a s  when we got  back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  meeting and what he 
s a i d ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he  would 
back us up and t a k e  our  s i d e  f o r  anything t h a t  happened. H e  
gave t h e  impression t h a t  he would accept  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ,  s o r t  of r eassu r ing  them t h a t  it would be  
a l l  r i g h t  and t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any problem. 

Q Did he  say anything about t h e  men should be q u i e t  
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about what happened and n o t  t a l k  t o  anybody, o r  anything 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A- H e  t o l d  m e .  

Q. I know t h a t .  Now, how about t h e  rest of t h e  
men? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q What s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  he g ive  you? 

A .  They c a l l e d  m e  up t o  t h e  command p o s t ,  and he  
s a i d  no t  t o  w r i t e  my Congressman. I b e l i e v e  i t  was Sergeant  
BUCHANON t h a t  t o l d  him. I d o n ' t  know where he  got  t h e  i d e a  
from. I n  o t h e r  words, he d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  i d e a  from anything 
I d i d  o r  s a i d ,  b u t  it might j u s t  have been t h a t  he knew me 
o r  h e  thought  he knew m e .  He t o l d  me it was n o t  going t o  
do any good, and it was going t o  g e t  a l o t  of people i n  
t r o u b l e  and n o t  t o  do it. 

Q Is t h i s  Captain MEDINA you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did Sergeant  BUCHANON t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

A,  1 do~'tthink_ so; s ir .  

Q. Did he come back i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  with you on 
t h e  18th?  

e 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he  was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
wi th  me or n o t ,  

Q Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come around and 
t a l k  t o  you about what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th? 

A. Nobody t a l k e d  t o  me, s ir .  

Q Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t a l k  t o  any men 
i n  t h e  company about it, about what happened a t  My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. I heard t h a t  t h e r e  was a co lonel  t h a t  came down 
and t a l k e d  to  some of t h e  men, and one of t h e  men was Sergeant  
BUCHANON . 
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Q. This  was a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e  when they came 
back? 

A. Yes. I heard t h a t  he asked Sergeant  BUCHANON, 
"Do you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  your job and t h i s  i s  what you a r e  supposed 
t o  do?" And he s a i d ,  "No comment," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q Do you know whether any member of t h e  company was 
q u e s t i o n e d b y  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  about what happened a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  

Q. I n  your opin ion ,  what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  
16 th?  How would you c h a r a c t e r i z e  what happened? 

A. It was a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  under 
ambiguous o r d e r s ,  s i n c e  it w a s  a ve rba l  o r d e r ,  f o r  no apparent  
t a c t i c a l  reason.  They weren ' t  i n  t h e  way of anything.  I t  was 
n o t  acc iden ta l .  It was a p o i n t l e s s  s l a u g h t e r ,  as f a r  as I can 
t e l l .  

Q. Did t h e  members of  C h a r l i e  Company encounter  any
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  No, sir. I didn't. 

Q - Did you s e e  any Vietnamese person i n  t h e  v i l l a g e
with a  weapon? 

A. No. 

Q Were any members of Char l i e  Company k i l l e d  o r  
wounded? 

A. Only CARTER who s h o t  himself i n  t h e  f o o t ,  sir. 

Q I n  your opin ion ,  why d i d  t h i s  happen? 

A. A l a c k  of d i s c i p l i n e  and a l ack  of  c o n t r o l  on t h e  
ground, I b e l i e v e ,  from h igher  l e v e l s .  A s  I understand,  a t  
l e a s t  now, t h i s  i s  no t  t h e  way it was supposed t o  be done. 
We r a r e l y  had anyone from anything h igher  than  t h e  company 
d i r e c t  us a t  a l l .  
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Q- I asked you i f  anyone v i s i t e d  dur ing  t h e  day 
from Task Force Barker o r  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n .  When you 
were i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  were you v i s i t e d  by o f f i c e r s  from h igher  
headquarters?  

A. . No, sir. 

Q YOU mean never? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I remember t h e  br igade commander 
coming down once. Colonel BARKER was on t h e  ground r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h e  minef ie ld  t h i n g .  When they took us from wherever 
we were and landed us someplace e l s e  i n  t h e  minef i e ld ,  h e  
was t h e r e .  Other than  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember him being  on 
t h e  ground, b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  he could have been. The way 
w e  move, somebody on t h e  f lank  s e c u r i t y  i s n ' t  going t o  s e e  
t o o  much, I t ' s  a l l  he can do t o  s t a y  i n  l i n e .  

Q. I asked you a moment ago why t h i s  t h i n g  happened 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Do you th ink  t h e  o rde r s  had anything t o  do 
wi th  i t ?  The men thought  they  were doing e x a c t l y  what they  
were ordered  t o  do? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  men were t h a t  condi t ioned t o  
fol lowing o rde r s .  Of course ,  t h e  o rde r  be ing  given helped,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  men were following o r d e r s  b l i n d l y ,  
and somebody t o l d  them t o  do it, and they  d i d  it. They 
weren ' t  t h a t  d i s c i p l i n e d  a s  a zoia?any. 

Q I t  has  been suggested t h a t  revenge was t h e  
p o s s i b l e  reason f o r  some of i t ?  

A. Y e s .  I t ' s  l i k e  I s a i d .  They w e r e n ' t  fol lowing 
o rde r s  e x a c t l y .  I would say t h a t  had t h e  o r d e r  no t  been 
given, they  would have done it anyway a s  long a s  they  knew 
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  going t o  be any consequences. 

Q What was t h e i r  reason f o r  k i l l i n g  a l o t  of 
Vietnamese people? 

A. Evident ly  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  way t h e s e  people do. 
I t ' s  s o r t  of l i k e  my burning my f i n g e r  and k ick ing  my dog; 
t h a t ' s  t h e  k ind  of l o g i c  it manifested.  I c a n ' t  understand 
it. 
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Q- I d o n ' t  t h ink  I understand your explanat ion.  

A. Well, what I mean t o  say ,  s i r ,  is t h a t  I d o n ' t  
understand. Now, they say revenge. Revenge a g a i n s t  whom, 
t h e  minef ie ld?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  minef i e ld  was anywhere 
around My L a i  ( 4 )  . P i n k v i l l e  was a good d i s t a n c e  away. 

Q- Let  me r e l a t e  t h e  explanat ion  we heard.  That w a s  
t h a t  Char l i e  Company came i n  from Hawaii and they s t a r t e d  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  They had some con tac t s  and they  encountered snip-
ers and r a n  i n t o  booby t r a p s  and mines and l o s t  people. But 
they never  r e a l l y  saw Char l i e  and they never came t o  g r i p s  
with him, and they never had a r e a l  f i r e  f i g h t .  This was 
supposed t o  be t h e  f i r s t  chance t o  r e a l l y  come t o  g r i p s  and 
r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  a hard  f i g h t  with Char l i e ,  and f i n d  him and 
perhaps d e f e a t  him. They were a l l  b u i l t  up f o r  it. I t h i n k  
i n  your testimony o r  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  you s a i d ,  
"MEDINA was t r y i n g  t o  inf lame t h e  men. " 

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q - They e v i d e n t l y  were up f o r  a b i g  f i g h t ,  and we 
have been t o l d  t h a t  they f e l t  badly about  l o s i n g  some men 
t h a t  had been k i l l e d  and wounded i n '  t h e  minef i e ld  and by 
s n i p e r s .  Sergeant  COX had been k i l l e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  opera t ion  
was s t a r t e d .  This  has  been one explanat ion ,  t h a t  t h e  men w e r e  
o u t  t o  g e t  even wi th  t h e  VC. Do you th ink  t h e r e  was any 
v a l i d i t y  t o  t h a t ?  

A.  Well, s ir ,  it doesn ' t  make any sense  t o  me. Were 
these  VC? F i r s t  of a l l  and second of a l l ,  we had a chance. 
I c o u l d n ' t  understand it. Twice we were engaged wi th  t h e  
enemy, and both  t i m e s  w e  g o t  a i r  suppor t  and we l e f t .  It 
was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  enemy a t  t h e  time because he w a s  shoot ing  
a t  us i n  d i r e c t  f i r e .  

Q- When was t h i s  now? 

A. The two t i m e s  working o f f  Uptight ,  which is--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  North a ways. 

A. Right. There w a s  a r i v e r  i n  between us and them. 

Q Which i s  t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m  River  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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A. W e  had c o n t r o l  of t h e  only b r i d g e ,  complete c o n t r o l  
of  it. 

Q L e t  me ask you t h i s .  L e t ' s  g e t  i n t o  another  l i t t l e  
phase. You a r e  aware of  course t h a t  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  
day was no.t r epor ted  f u l l y  o r  a c t i v e l y .  I n  f a c t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
d i d n ' t  become known i n  t h i s  country,  no t  widely,  u n t i l  November 
1969, a l i t t l e  over 2 months ago. Can you account f o r  t h i s ,  
why it was no t  r epor ted  i n  t h e  usual  way and t h e  way most com-
b a t  i n c i d e n t s  and a c t i o n s  a r e  repor ted  and become known? 

A. This  was my only company and my only war,  l i k e  I 
s a i d  be fo re .  I d i d n ' t  know how it was done. This  i s  t h e  way 
w e  had; t h i s  i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  was i n  t h e  company, t h a t  
t h i s  was okay. I f  you can g e t  away with i t ,  j u s t  shoot  any-
body. I t  d idn '  t make any sense  t o  me, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know my-
s e l f .  

Q A r e  you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  most men of  t h e  company 0 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was anything wrong? c3 

3 
A. Right ,  sir .  

m a .  There was noth ing  t o  r epor t?  OI 

A. Right ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  what I mean t o  say .  

A.  No, sir.  I d i d  t h i n k  t h a t  I was going t o  spend 
a year  wi th  t h i s  company. Not a yea r ,  b u t  I was going t o  
spend t h e  nex t  n ine  o r  e i g h t  and one-half months wi th  t h i s  
company. So whatever I was going t o  do, it wasn' t a good 
i d e a  t o  do it while  I was i n  t h e  company. 

Q Were you aware t h a t  t h e r e  were some people t h a t  
you could have gone t o  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q-' Did you know about t h e  inspec to r  genera l?  

A. I thought t h a t  it w a s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
genera l  i n  Chu La i . .  .. 
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Q. Yes? 

A .  Right. I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  Chu Lai  very much. Tha t ' s  
one reason. 

Q. Was t h e r e  an I G  with t h e  br igade  do you know? 

A. No, s ir .  A s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  
Duc Pho very much. We d i d n ' t  g e t  anywhere very much. I n  
o t h e r  words, it was t h e  company p r e t t y  much. I c o u l d n ' t  
j u s t  go t o  t h e  I G  when I wanted t o .  

Q E i t h e r  you were a t  t h e  f i r e  base o r  you were i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  Is t h a t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. P r e t t y  much t h a t .  There w e r e  some 
t i m e s  when I could have gone t o  t h e  I G ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where t h e  I G  was. I n  o t h e r  words, what l e v e l  they 
were on o r  where they s tood.  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  t hey  came 
under t h e  b r igade  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander 
approved. I am no t  saying  t h a t  t h e  Army sanc t ions  it, b u t  
it might go up t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  I mean, somebody up 
t h a t  high might s t i l l  be a l i t t l e  b i t  unusual i n  t h e  way 
t h a t  they t h i n k .  

Q What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A.  What I mean i s  t h a t  they  might have sanct ioned 
it o r  ordered it and l e t  it go on. 

Q *  Let  m e  d i g r e s s  from t h i s  a moment. Do you remember 
some s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  newspaper i n  November about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  men i n  Char l i e  Company t h a t  morning i n  My Lai  w e r e  
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuana? 

A. I d i d n ' t  read anything i n  t h e  paper about it. 
Somebody t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Senator  
DODD o r  somebody was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e r e  was. I mean t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  much of t h a t  
going around, I th ink .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  you know, i n  your knowledge, were any. 
men i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning under t h e  in f luence  of mari2-xk 
juana? 
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A:- No, sir.  

Q *  Did you give s e r i o u s  cons idera t ion  t o  r e p o r t i n g
t h i s  t o  ou t s ide  people ,  what had happened a t  My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you recognize t h a t  probably what you had 
witnessed was probably a war crime? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t .  

Q r '  YOU d i d  give s e r i o u s  cons idera t ion  t o  r e p o r t i n g  it? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you exp la in  t h a t ?  

A. I t ' s  l i k e  t h i s .  I know you a r e  going t o  f i n d  t h i s  
hard  t o  understand, bu t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know where we drew t h e  
l i n e  anyway. I spen t  a yea r  with t h i s  company. I f  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e  was any i n d i c a t i o n ,  and I understand it wasn ' t ,  of 
t h e  way we d i d  th ings  i n  Vietnam, then  t h e r e  r e a l l y  wouldn ' t  
be anybody t o  t e l l .  I f  I d i d  t e l l  somebody, anything might 
happen t o  me. I knew t h a t  t h e  American p u b l i c  wouldn ' t  go f o r  
it. I know t h i s  i s  kind of d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  understand. 

0 Are you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e  company d i d  t h i s  
o t h e r  t imes? 

A. No. Not t h i s  same t h i n g .  There were o t h e r  shoot ings 
and such. 

Q Were t h e r e  o t h e r  ins t ances  where Vietnamese people,  
women, c h i l d r e n  and innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  perhaps were k i l l e d ?  

A .  There were o t h e r  t imes ,  b u t  no t  i n  such numbers 
as t h i s .  There were o t h e r  shoot ings .  

Q Could you exp la in  a l i t t l e  more s o  t h a t  I could 
understand t h e  n a t u r e  of them? 

A. Well, l i k e  I s a i d  once,  t h i s  i s  another  t h i n g  t h a t  
I t o l d  t h e  p r e s s  and it was a l i e ,  b u t  I d i d  it f o r  a reason. 
You w i l l  understand when I t e l l  you. For example, one of t h e  
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f i r s t  t i m e s  t h a t  we w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  CALLEY t o l d  m e  t o  
shoo t  t h e  nex t  t ime somebody d i d n ' t  "dung l a i n  when I t o l d  
them t o  "dung l a i "  . 
Q H e  w a s  i n  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Right. He was my pla toon l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I 
j u s t  missed. I t ' s  easy enough t o  do t h a t  without  causing any 
k ind  of  t h i n g .  I s a i d  t o  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  I had asked somebody 
h i g h e r ,  and they  t o l d  m e  it wasn ' t  good and I wasn ' t  supposed 
t o  do t h a t .  Well, I d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  ask anyone h igher  
you see .  I thought t h a t  it might h e l p  a l i t t l e  b i t  i f  t h a t  
was s o r t  of thrown i n .  I t  d i d n ' t  h u r t  anything. I know t h a t .  
I was t r y i n g  t o  give t h e  impression t h a t  it wasn ' t  what we do 
a l l  t h e  t ime,  t h a t  t h e r e  was somebody t h e r e  t h a t  could t e l l  
me t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  what w e  do a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q I understand you a r e  t e l l i n g  me i f  t h e r e  was t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  reason f o r  it, shoot  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I f  they  d o n ' t  s t o p  when they  a r e  running, shoot  
them? 

A. Righ-t, sir. 

Q I f  t h e r e  i s  any doubt about it, shoot  f i r s t  and 
i n v e s t i g a t e  l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  r i g h t .  

Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  company about t h e  
t rea tment  of p r i soners?  How w e r e  they  t r e a t e d ?  

A.  They were b a s i c a l l y  mis t r ea ted .  Nothing s e r i o u s  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  When we were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  we used them 
f o r  mine d e t e c t o r s .  T h a t ' s  what we c a l l e d  them. W e  p u t  them 
on t h e  end of a rope and would walk them i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
p o i n t  man. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  anything b a s i c a l l y  wrong 
wi th  t h i s ,  excep t  t h a t  a p r i s o n e r  d o e s n ' t  t e l l  very much when 
h e  i s  dead. T h a t ' s  what we t ake  p r i s o n e r s  f o r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
you know, t o  f i n d  and assemble informat ion .  
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Q Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t h a t  it w a s  a 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws of war t o  use a p r i s o n e r  i n  t h a t  
way, f o r  him t o  march ahead of t h e  p o i n t  man so t h a t  
he  can de tona te  any mines t h a t  might be i n  t h e  pa th?  

A. No, sir.  W e  didn 't t h i n k  much of t h e  r u l e s  
of  warfar& and handl ing  p r i s o n e r s  a t  a l l .  

Q What o t h e r  ways were p r i s o n e r s  mis t r ea ted?  

A. Well, t h e  one t h a t  w e  had down on t h e  beach, 
they  were t r y i n g  t o  e x t r a c t  information from him. The 
p r i s o n e r s  were kicked and b e a t  and s o  on. Questions were 
asked i n  English which t h e  Vietnamese wouldn ' t  be a b l e  
t o  answer o r  even understand probably. I t  d i d n ' t  make 
any sense  t o  me  e i t h e r .  

Q - L e t  m e  ask you about t h e  t rea tment  of  Vietnamese 
women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  by members of t h e  company. We've 
heard  a good b i t  about  t h i s .  I'd l i k e  t o  hea r  what you 
have t o  say about t h i s ?  

A. I f  we were any d i s t a n c e  from Highway 1, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  t oo  much chance t h a t  t h e  woman wouldn ' t  be  raped,  
t h a t  i s  i f  she  was t h e r e  and a young one. 

Q - would you s t a t e  t h i s  more a f f i r m a t i v e l y ?  

A. There were a l o t  t imes t h a t  t h e  women w e r e  raped 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q Was t h i s  a p r e t t y  ~ i d e s ~ r e ' ~ dp r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  
company? 

A. I thought  it was, sir.  I t  was p r e d i c t a b l e .  I n  
o t h e r  words, i f  I saw t h e  woman, I ' d  say ,  "Well, it won't  be 
t o o  long. " T h a t ' s  how widespread it w a s .  

Q - You observed some o f  t h i s  t a k i n g . p l a c e ?  

A.'. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  any e f f o r t s  made t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  by t h e  
squad l e a d e r s ,  p la toon l e a d e r s  o r  company commanders? 
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A. No, sir.  

Q - You mean t h a t  Captain MEDINA t o l e r a t e d  i t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  he knew about it. I thought  t h a t  
he would, judging from t h e  way he regarded Vietnamese. 

Q. How about Sergeant HODGES? 

A. I don1t know. 

Q Sergeant  SCHIEL? 

A. Sergeant  SCHIEL d i d n ' t  want t o  t o l e r a t e  it. H e  
was an ace squad l e a d e r ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  have much c o n t r o l  over  
t h e  o t h e r  people.  There wasn ' t  very much of it going on i n  
my squad. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  it i n  my squad. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  who was i n  it. I t  changed 
around. 

Q. HODGES w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. There were a couple of men t h a t  were beyond c o n t r o l .  
That was one of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  problems t h a t  I was t a l k i n g  about.  

Q - What about ROSCHEVITZ ? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ w a s  a squad l e a d e r ?  

Q .  N o .  Was he a man t h a t  l i k e d  t h e  women? 

A. I th ink  so .  HUTSON and WRIGHT, MCBREEN, BROWN, 
HUTTO l a te r .  I knew him l a t e r .  SMAIL whenever he  came along. 

Q Sergeant BERNHARDT, a t  t h e  t i m e  d i d  you w r i t e  home 
t o  your family o r  anyone t e l l i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  of what you had 
seen t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q. Did you ever  w r i t e  it o u t  about t h a t  t ime i n  a 
d i a r y  o r  i n  any o t h e r  way? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  keep a d i a r y .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
it w a s  a good idea .  Paul PARTSCH k e p t  a d i a r y .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  you go t  access  t o  t h a t ,  bu t  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  p ick  up a 
l o t  on t h a t .  I mean, a d i a r y  does p r e t t y  w e l l ,  t h a t  is  i f  it 
is  k e p t  up t o  d a t e .  

Q. Do you know anybody t h a t  took photographs t h e r e ?  
We know about HAEBERLE of course.  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know about anyone. RODRIGUEZ 
c a r r i e d  an Ins tamat ic  and TREVINO c a r r i e d  an Ins tamat ic  some-
t imes.  They took p i c t u r e s .  I d o n ' t  know what they  go t .  They 
took some photographs. 

Q. Which TREVINO w a s  t h i s ,  Fernando o r  Roy? 

A. + '  Fernando. 

a. I th ink  I missed one of t h e  names, RODRIGUEZ, 
TREVINO, and who was t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A. RODRIGUEZ and TREVINO are t h e  only ones I can 
remember. Doc GARZA later joined us and >hehad one I be l i eve .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back j u s t  b r i e f l y ,  Sergeant  
BERNHARDT, t o  what you r e c a l l  of Captain MEDINA address ing  
your company a f t e r  you re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and whether 
he mentioned whether any complaints were made i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  conduct of t h e  company?. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  There wasn ' t  anyplace where w e  
could have made any complaints.  

Q But d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  because 
some complaints had been made? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could 
say. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  you got  t h e  impression he w a s  assuming 
r e S p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  company. What w a s  s a i d  
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sugges ts  t o  me that he was t a l k i n g  about someone complaining 
about what t h e  company had done, and saying he would assume 
responsLbi l i ty  f o r  it. What was s a i d  along t h e s e  l i n e s  i s  
what I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t ?  

A. Exact ly  what was s a i d ,  sir ,  I cannot remember. I 

c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what he s a i d .  It impresses you t h a t  

way. It impresses me t h e  same way. In  o t h e r  words, he was 

probably t a l k i n g  about someone making complaints.  But I d o n ' t  

remember him a c t u a l l y  saying  t h a t  someone had made a complaint 

o r  someone was making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

He seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  someone, somewhere, somehow had 

complained about it. 


Q. Did he i n  any way i d e n t i f y  who had made t h e  

complaint? 


A. N o ,  sir .  H e  might have, but  I had a l r eady  ga thered  

from t h e  o t h e r  men t h a t  it was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  It was 

an on-the-spot complaint. I had ga thered  from t h e  o t h e r  men 

t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  t h a t  d i d  something. The 

s t o r y  v a r i e d  t h e  way I go t  it. He d i d  something. F i r s t  they  

s a i d  h e  landed between the  t roops  and t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and 

another  one s a i d  he picked them up and moved them somewhere 

e l s e ,  and another  one s a i d  he was ready t o  engage i n  f i r e  wi th  

t h e  u n i t  and whatever i t  was. I n  o t h e r  words, t h a t  was probably 

what he was t a l k i n g  about. I had ga thered  t h i s  from t h e  o t h e r  

men though. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  anything about it. He might have 

mentioned it a t  t h e  time. 


Q. I would l i k e  t o  t u r n  t o  t r a i n i n g  and procedure. 

I understand t h a t  your p a r t i c u l a r  assignment t o  Char l i e  Company 

came a f t e r  t h e  pe r iod  i n  Schof ie ld  i n  Hawaii? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. There were a large number of men the re .  

We g o t  a l a r g e  number of replacements.  


a - What was your per iod  of t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  assign-
ment t o  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Long range recon p a t r o l s .  It was t h e  70th Long 
Range Reconnaissance P a t r o l  Detachment. It was formed a s  a 
recon p a t r o l  f o r  t h e  11th  Brigade. 
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Q - Was t h e r e  anything i n  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  looking toward 
p o s s i b l e  assignment t o  Vietnam? 

A. The whole t h i n g  was geared f o r  Vietnam. This i s  
where w e  w e r e  supposed t o  go, and w e  a11 knew it. It w a s  j u s t  
a m a t t e r  of time. We f i g u r e d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  go wi th  
t h e  br igade and it w a s  j u s t  t h a t  simple.  There was nothing 
e l s e  t o  it. 

Q .  Did you, i n  t h e  course of t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  g e t  any
counterinsurgency i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ?  Was any a t t e n t i o n  given t o  
t h e  s p e c i a l  condi t ions  t h a t  you would f a c e  i n  Vietnam i n s o f a r  
as t h e  t rea tment  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion ,  and t h e  importance 
of winning over  Vietnamese t o  t h e  government's s i d e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  was t h e  impression t h a t  I had when I was 
s t i l l  s t a t e s i d e ,  t h a t  we w e r e  i n  a w a r  w i th  South Vietnam. 

Q Stay wi th  m e .  What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  what 
t r a i n i n g  w a s  given o r  was n o t  given when you were being 
d i r e c t e d  t o  go t o  Vietnam. We have been exp lo r ing  t h i s  j u s t  
t o  s e e  what k ind  of t r a i n i n g  you d i d  o r  d i d  n o t  g e t  p r i o r  t o  
moving i n t o  country,  and then  I want t o  ask you what you g o t  
when you were i n  country? 

A. Most of t h e  t r a i n i n g  we g o t  s t a t e s i d e  was geared 
t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  type  th ing .  It  wasn ' t  any t r a i n i n g  a c t u a l l y .  

Q .  N o w ,  when you g e t  t o  Hawaii, you ' re  inc lud ing  t h a t  
as being s t a t e s i d e ?  

A. It 's overseas ,  but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I t  had a s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  your
forthcoming mission i n  Vietnam. You knew you were going after  
a time whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  Hawaii, o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  command 
element knew. I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what t r a i n i n g  you received 
t h e r e ?  

A. I n  Hawaii? 

Q I n  Hawaii. 

A. . Like I s a i d ,  it was mostly t a c t i c a l .  It wasn ' t  
very much t o  do wi th  t h e  t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  
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o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ' i n  Vietnam. W e  weren ' t  expected t o  
encounter  anything l i k e  t h a t .  Long range recon p a t r o l  d o e s n ' t  
ope ra te  i n  populated a reas .  The long range recon p a t r o l  
ope ra tes  i n  the h i l l s  someplace where t h e r e  a r e n ' t  any people 
excep t  enemy combatants. 

Q. Are you sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  program i n s o f a r  a s  t h i s  k ind  of t h i n g  was concerned, 
and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  a s  t o  what you can expect  from t h e  
Vietnamese, o r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r u l e s  of land  
warfare  f o r  a recon p a t r o l  than  f o r  o t h e r  members of the  
br igade? 

A. I wasn ' t  t r a i n e d  with t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  
br igade s o  I d o n ' t  know what they  go t .  I was t r a i n e d  wi th  
t h e  long range recon p a t r o l .  

Q Did you t h i n k  t h a t  any d e f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  you had 
a r e  explained by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were being prepared f o r  
long range recon p a t r o l ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any de f i c i ency  a t  
a l l .  What I could ga the r  from t h e  o t h e r  men of  t h e  company, 
they  d i d n ' t  know a whole l o t  about t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o r  
t h e  handl ing of p r i soners  o r  anything e l s e  l i k e  t h a t .  They 
d i d n ' t  know a whole l o t  about i t ,  o r  i f  they  d i d  it was n o t  
t h e  informat ion  they were supposed t o  g e t .  

Q Were you given any i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  war crimes? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  .I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q Were y o u - a t  any t i m e  i s s u e d  l i t t l e  ca rds  a f t e r  your 
a r r i v a l  o r  p r i o r  t o  your depar tu re  from Hawaii and your arrival 
i n  country i n  Vietnam? 

A. A f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  i n  country w e  were moved t o  an 
a r e a  t h a t  w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  NCO t r a i n i n g  academy, I th ink .  We 
were i s s u e d  some handouts,  whatever they  were. I d o n ' t  
remember now. 

Q e  L i t t l e  pocket-sized ca rds?  
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A. Possibly.  That was usua l ly  what we g e t  f o r  hand- 
o u t s .  J u s t  about everyth ing  i s  on those l i t t l e ,  pocket-sized 
cards.  There was a few c l a s s e s .  One was on t h e  genera l  
s i t u a t i o n ,  a s o r t  of Vietnamese o r i e n t a t i o n  and a  scou t  dog 
t h i n g  and a  h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  b r i e f i n g  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  and then  they had a demonstration what amazed me. They 
demonstrated t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f i repower,  and where they were 
shoot ing  t h e r e  were herds  of c a t t l e  and people running around. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  they belonged t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
r e a l l y  what was going on. They were j u s t  shoot ing around 
t h i s  one a rea .  I t  was s o r t  of an impact a rea .  There w e r e  
herds of c a t t l e  and people running around the re .  

Q - Was t h i s  a  motion p i c t u r e  you were t a l k i n g  about? 

A. No. This was what we saw ou t s ide .  We g o t  o u t s i d e  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  where they gave us a b r i e f i n g ,  and t h e  h e l i -  
copters  took o f f  and gave us a firepower demonstration. 

Q. I show you Exh ib i t s  M - 2 ,  M - 3 ,  M-4, and ask you i f  
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of ever  having been i s sued  cards  
such as  t h a t ?  

A. . I remember see ing  t h i s ,  M-3. That has  the 
Vietnamese phrases  on it. It was something l i k e  t h a t  anyway. 
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  "Nine Rules" ( i n d i c a t i n g  M-2) . I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  rest of them. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I w a s  i s s u e d  
t h i s  or I j ~ s tpicked it up somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g  M-3). 

Q. Was t h e r e ,  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  any a t tempt  t o  
impress t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  your mind, o r  d i d  you j u s t  happen t o  
come by t h e s e  cards? 

A. No. They were handed o u t ,  bu t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much 
emphasis p laced  on it. I n  o t h e r  words, once we g o t  out  of  t h e  
p lace  where they were teaching it, i f  you d i d n ' t  know, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  anything s a i d  about it. The a t t i t u d e  d i d n ' t  r e f l e c t  
it i n  t h e  company. 

Q. Of course,  t h e s e  come from higher  headquarters  f o r  
i s s u e ,  b u t  what you a r e  saying  i s  t h e r e  wasn ' t  an accompanying 
o r a l  message given t o  you when t h e  th ings  were given t o  you? 

A. There may have been. I ' m  n o t  saying  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
any accompanying message when they were given t o  us. What I 
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am saying i s  it may have been given t o  us i n  t h e  c l a s s  which 
was given by t h i s  l eader sh ip  cadre ,  b u t  none of t h e  people i n  
our  company emphasized it o r  d i d  anything about -it. 

Q. Was it ever  explained t o  you how you might r e p o r t  
improper conduct o r  such v i o l a t i o n s  of  r e g u l a t i o n s  as you may 
have seen on t h e  day of t h i s  opera t ion?  

No, sir. 

Was t h e  func t ion  of t h e  I G  ever  explained t o  you? 

A. I knew about t h e  I G .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  i t  w a s  ever  
explained t o  me. 

Q. Did you ever  seek advice as t o  how you might 
r e p o r t  i t ?  

NO, sir. 

Q. For what pe r iod  a f t e r  March d i d  you a c t u a l l y  
remain i n  t h e  company? 

A. For t h e  r e s t  of  my t o u r ,  and t h a t  was u n t i l  t h e  
fol lowing November. 

Q. I n  November you were i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Chu La i ,  
were you? 

A. The l a s t  2 weeks of my t o u r ,  sir. 


Q- Did you a t  any time p r i o r  t o  going t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

i n  Chu Lai  make any at tempts  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  o r  b r i n g  it t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of anyone o u t s i d e  your company o r  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  
s e r v i c e ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Did you a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  company and 
moved t o  Chu Lai  f e e l  you were away from t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  t h a t  
you may have f e l t  whi le  you were s t i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  company, 
*at  you t o l d  us  about? 
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what you mean by be ing  
away from t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  t h a t  I f e l t  whi le  I was i n  t h e  com-
pany e 

Q - I thought t h a t  you were suggest ing t o  us  t h a t  whi l e  
you were i n  the company, you f e l t  a r e s t r a i n t  about t e l l i n g  
anybody about t h i s ?, 

A. Right,  sir. I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  company whether I 
was i n  Chu Lai  o r  not .  I was going t o  go back t o  t h e  company 
rega rd less .  I mean, i f  I had i n i t i a t e d  an inves t iga t ion--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  t h e r e  came a time when you w e r e  
n o t  going t o  go back t o  t h e  company? 

A. Right.  I understand t h a t .  

Q- And you were a t  Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Right. 

Q. Did you make any a t tempt  . a t  t h a t  time? 

No, s i r .  Tha t ' s  where I met RIDENHOUR. 

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  responding t o  RIDENHOUR1s  ques t ions ,  
d i d  you a t tempt  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  anybody's a t t e n t i o n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you seek any advice a s  t o  whether t h e r e  were 
channels o r  ways of doing i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  I w a s  i n  a bay o r  a  h o s p i t a l  wi th  a  l o t  
of  o t h e r  men, and we d i d  a l o t  of t a l k i n g .  There wasn ' t  a l o t  
t o  do, and it sounded l i k e  t o  me t h a t  t h i s  is  what they  had 
been doing a l l  t h e i r  t ime too .  I wasn ' t  su re  e x a c t l y  what t o  
do. 

Q D i d  you hea r  any o t h e r  s t o r i e s  of t h e  k ind  of 
wholesale s l a u g h t e r  t h a t  you had witnessed t h a t  day? 

A. Nothing d e f i n i t e ,  sir.  J u s t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
shoot ing  of  c i v i l i a n s  whenever they  f e l t  t h e  urge.  
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Q Did you ever  witness  any a t tempt  by anyone i n  your 
p la toon t o  r e s t r a i n  someone who was a t t a c k i n g  a Vietnamese 
woman? 

A. Sergeant BUCHANON once o r  maybe twice.  One time 
he j u s t  t o l d  them t o  move o u t  of t h e  a r e a  where it was. 
Another t i m e  he t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  company commander was 
coming and c l e a r  out  and b r i n g  t h e  woman over t o  him. 

Q. Did you see  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e  among t h e  
var ious  men t h a t  commanded your p la toon i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. A d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e  from what? 

Q. About enforc ing  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. Actua l ly ,  sir,  it was a p r e t t y  poor example of en-
fo rc ing  d i s c i p l i n e .  

Q Who were your success ive  company commanders, I 
should say p la toon l e a d e r s ,  du r ing  t h e  per iod  you w e r e  with 
Company C? 

A. L ieutenant  CALLEY and Lieutenant  BROOKS. Sergeant  
HODGES was t h e  platoon l e a d e r  f o r  a whi le  sometimes. I was 
moved t o  another  platoon l a t e r  on. La te r  on I was moved t o  
t h e  3d Platoon because of t h e  machinegun. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we 
had t o o  many. 

Q. Were you conscious of any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e  
as  you moved among t h e  p la toons?  

A. No, sir,  no t  r e a l l y .  

Q You seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  your company commander 
had a c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e ,  and then sugges t  t h a t  t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r s  d i d  n o t  have t h e  same a t t i t u d e ?  

A. When? You mean t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  d i d  n o t  have 
t h e  same a t t i t u d e ?  

Q. Yes? 

A. I s a i d  t h a t ?  
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Q. t Yes. Tha t ' s  what I understood you t o  say.  Maybe 
I misunderstood your comment when you s a i d  t h a t  you knew 
MEDINA's  a t t i t u d e  toward the  Vietnamese. What w a s  t h a t  a t t i -
tude? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  c a r e  t o o  much f o r  them a t  a l l .  Going 
back t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  now--

MR MACCRATE : ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )I misunderstood your re ference .  
I d o n ' t  have anything f u r t h e r .  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  you descr ibed  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  a group 
o f  bodies t h a t  you observed a f t e r  leaving  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
where you had seen a l a r g e  group of bodies ,  moving toward t h e  
r e a r  of the  house. You s a i d  t h a t  the  t r a i l  widened a l i t t l e  
b i t  and t h e r e  were houses on both s i d e s ,  and on the  porch 
t h e r e  were some bodies and t h e r e  were some a l l  over  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  you d i d n ' t  s t e p  over  some of  3 
5those  bodies i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  p a s t ,  o r  were they l y i n g  r ight-- --+ 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  I may have s tepped over  a 
few, one o r  two. L'3 

C\] 

Q. Was Captain MEDINA moving along t h a t  same t r a i l  
ahead of you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I was making another  a t tempt  t o  f i n d  my 
u n i t .  We had a break and we stopped t h e r e  awhile and were 
dus t ing  o f f  CARTER. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was with me. 

Q. You were -lot following t h e  command group a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a t  t h a t  time I was. I may have been, 
b u t  I th ink  it was another  a t tempt  t o  t r y  and f i n d  my own pla-
toon. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  see ing  on t h a t  t r a i l ,  r i g h t  on t h e  
t r a i l ,  a baby with a gunshot wound i n  t h e  head? 

A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  remember t h e r e  were women and 
ch i ld ren .  On t h e  porch t h e r e  was a man as c l o s e  t o  being of 
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m i l i t a r y  age t h a t  I had seen t h a t  day, a woman, and a c h i l d ,  
but  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was s h o t  i n  t h e  head o r  not .  This 
wasn ' t  on the  t r a i l .  This was up by t h a t  bu i ld ing .  I don% 
remember see ing  , a  c h i l d  s h o t  i n  t h e  head on t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q On any t r a i l ?  

A. Not on t h i s  t r a i l ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember see ing  a c h i l d  s h o t  i n  t h e  head on 
any t r a i l  t h a t  day? 

A .  There were a l o t  of c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were sho t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember where they were sho t .  They were young and a l s o  
i n f a n t s .  I d o n ' t  know where they were s h o t .  They were j u s t  
s h o t  and k i l l e d .  

Q You s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  your testimony today,  t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  s e e  Captain KOTOUC, b u t  you j u s t  heard something 
about him. What had you heard about Captain KOTOUC? 

A. J u s t  some th ings  t h e  men had s a i d .  This i s  j u s t  
something t h a t  I happen t o  remember. One time t h e r e  was a 
North Vietnamese o r  a VC colonel  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  cap-
t u r e d ,  and he was i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  f i r e  base and they w e r e  
f ind ing  ou t  something. I always hoped f o r  some use fu l  in fo r -
mation o r  some way we could come t o  g r i p s  with t h i s  48th VC 
B a t t a l i o n .  I heard t h a t  they  captured a high-ranking Viet-
namese and t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  something about 
it and where h i s  u n i t  might be. T h a t ' s  what I mean by I heard 
of him. I knew t h a t  he w a s  p a r t  of t h e  s t a f f .  I d i d n ' t  know 
anything about him. 

Q. Do you remember on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h i s  opera t ion  
o r  on t h i s  opera t ion  somebody from Char l i e  Company captur ing  a 
VC nurse?  

A. There were two men and a woman. Do you mean on 
t h i s  day? 

Q e E i t h e r  t h i s  day o r  t h e  fol lowing day? 

A .  Well, I saw t h e  woman. 

Q a  Was she c lo thed?  
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A. When I s a w  h e r  she was. 

Q. . '  Did they  t a k e  h e r  o u t  wi th  t h e  chopper? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember them tak ing  any of  
those p r i s o n e r s  ou t .  

Q .  Whom d i d  you see?  

A. On t h e  beach t h e r e  was a c l e a r i n g  where t h e r e  were 
a l o t  of coconuts,  and t h e r e  was a r a i s e d  p o r t i o n  l i k e  a p l a t -
form, where they  might have had a  house. They were up t h e r e  
and they  had t h e  woman, and she was j u s t  l y i n g  on t h e  ground. 
This one man, he was t i e d  up, and they had t h e  o t h e r  man 
s t and ing  up a g a i n s t  a t r e e .  

Q - They had a l ready been captured when you had seen  
them? 

Right.  

You d i d n ' t  s e e  them taken out  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, sir.  They had me watching some p r i soners .  I(> 

Actual ly they  d i d n ' t  have me watching them, I j u s t  thought it C\1 
would be a good i d e a  because everyone j u s t  s o r t  of  l e f t  them. 
This one guy w a s  up i n  t h e  tree g e t t i n g  coconuts,  and they  a l l  
j u s t  walked away. He was s t i l i  up t h e r e ,  and I f i g u r e d  t h a t  
he w a s  going t o  come down and t ake  o f f .  

Q. Since you have been quoted-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Excuse me. I j u s t  wanted t o  say  
something about t h i s  p r i soner  t h a t  was up--I d o n ' t  cons ider  
t h i s  one. This wasn ' t  exac t ly  t h e  same k ind  of  p r i soner .  
They s a i d ,  "Did you s e e  any VC captured o r  was t h e r e  anyone 
captured t h a t  day?" Well, we had him. He was under our  con-
t r o l .  A s  I understand he was a VC suspec t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a 
d i s t i n c t  d i f f e r e n c e .  These two men and a  woman t h a t  we  had a t  
t h a t  t ime,  these  were d e f i n i t e l y ,  from what w e  could g a t h e r ,  
VC. I n  o t h e r  words t h e r e  was a sharp  d i s t i n c t i o n  he re .  I 
d i d n ' t  mention him b u t ,  t h e r e  is  no t e l l i n g  what he would do 
i f  you l e t  him alone. I t r i e d  t o  keep an eye on him. 
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Q. Since you have been quoted i n  t h e  p r e s s  during t h e  
las t  few months, do you f e e l  t h a t  you have been f a i r l y  t r e a t e d  
by your s u p e r i o r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I suppose. Nobody has done anything o r  
I h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  any worse duty  o r  g o t t e n  more than my sha re  
of anything. 

Q- No harassment of any k ind?  

A. No. We j u s t  weren ' t  g e t t i n g  along s o  t h i s  d i d n ' t  
make any d i f f e r e n c e .  He h a s n ' t  done anything more. 

Q When d i d  you make se rgean t?  

A. A y e a r  ago, sir. 

Q - Are you going t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Army? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q When do you g e t  ' o u t ?  

A. March 2d. 

Q. Had you previous ly  decided t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  Army,
previous t o  the time t h a t  you were quoted i n  t h e  p ress?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  would be t o o  much f o r  me i n  
the Army now anyway. 

I 

Q =  Is this a r e s u l t  of your experiences i n  Vietnam 
and your own personal  i n t e r e s t s ?  

A. No. What I mean is  t h a t  t h i s  may n o t  be looked 
upon wi th  f avor  everywhere I go. One never  knows. I ' v e  heard 
men say I ' m  g e t t i n g  ou t  j u s t  a s  soon as  I can and a l l  t h i s  
s o r t  of th ing .  They go ahead and r e e n l i s t  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute. 
I ' m  no t  going t o  say I ' m  no t  s t a y i n g  i n  u n t i l  I g e t  o u t ,  and 
then I ' m  no t  s t a y i n g  i n .  

Q a  I n  t h e  meantime you h a v e n ' t  made up your mind? 

A. I ' m  heading f o r  ETS. I'm going t o  g e t  ou t  a s  f a r  
as I know r i g h t  now. I have hopes of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  plan f o r  
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a p r o f e s s i o n a l  Army. I t ' s  a g r e a t  idea .  I t ' s  j u s t  going to 
take  a l i t t l e  t ime, t h a t ' s  a l l .  I don ' t  t h ink  it would be 
good f o r  me t o  w a i t  around f o r  it. 

Q - I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you say. I n  o t h e r  words, 
i f  we changed t o  an a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  Army, t h a t  would be some-
t h i n g  that would appeal  t o  you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant ,  when t h i s  i n c i d e n t  took p lace  it ob-
vious ly  made an impression on you and you d i d  n o t  go along 
wi th  i t ?  Were you r e a l  burned up about a l l  t h i s  and t h i s  hope- 
less f e e l i n g  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  do anything and had nobody t o  
t u r n  t o ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  understand exac t ly  
how my f e e l i n g s  a r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  people. I t  wasn ' t  
any manner of compassion. I t  wasn ' t  anything t h a t  was a vio-
l a t i o n  of t h e  l a w s  of  na tu re  and s o  on. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
t a c t i c a l  advantage i n  it. I t  was a waste. Not only t h a t ,  b u t  
it a l s o  c r e a t e s  enemies. Not only t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s e e  how 
anybody l i v i n g  i n  this whole A 0  would look upon us wi th  any- 
t h i n g  b u t  d i s l i k e  and d i s t r u s t .  That was my f e e l i n g  about it, 
s o r t  of i n  a p r a c t i c a l  way. 

Q m  You're a PFC under t h e s e  circumstances which 
doesn ' t  p u t  you too  high up the echeion, b u t  d i d  you go on 
R&R? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Where d i d  you go? 

A. Singapore,  sir. 

Q - Where d i d  you go and how d i d  they  t a k e  c a r e  of you? 

A. I had about 2 o r  3 days no t i ce .  They took me ou t  
wi th  a h e l i c o p t e r  and brought me t o  LZ Baldy. We were i n  t h i s  
o t h e r  A0 t h a t  was opera ted  i n  by t h e  196th,  I th ink .  

Q - This was a f t e r  t h i s  inc iden t?  

A.  ' Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Okay. 

A. I went there .  I went from t h e r e  a t  LZ Baldy, 
t ak ing  a t ruck  l i n e  t o  Chu Lai ,  through Chu Lai  t o  Duc Pho. 
Ins tead ,  t h e r e  was a br idge  blown ou t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
and w e  went back t o  Baldy and I flew t o  Duc Pho t h e  next  
morning. From t h e r e  they pu t  me on an a i r p l a n e ,  one of t h e  
cargo p lanes ,  and they l e n t  me a p a i r  of khakis ,  t h e  uniform 
and t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s .  

9 - Who i s  they? 

A. My company, they  suppl ied  it. 

Q- Your company had t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  wi th in  t h e  com-
pany? 

A. Well, no, sir. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h i s  man t h a t  
I borrowed t h e  uniform from, I d o n ' t  t h ink  was i n  t h e  company. 
I t h i n k  he was p a r t  of t h e  medical detachment. 

Q- Then somebody i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I went down t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  and I flew 
t o  Danang. From Danang we g o t  t h e  f l i g h t  t o  Singapore. 

Q- You were i n  a b i g  hurry a l l  of t h i s  time? 

A. Most of t h e  t ime, sir. 

Q. You came i n t o  Danang? 

A. Yes, sir. Flew t o  Chu L a i  and c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a 
f l i g h t  o u t  of Chu Lai .  Went t h e  next  day t o  Duc Pho and t h a t  
day went t o  t h e  o t h e r  p lace  which is  a t  Que Son Ridge, I th ink .  
That was where t h a t  Sergeant MACK w a s  k i l l e d ,  t h e  man t h a t  was 
l o s t  f o r  3 months o r  something. They had t o  send a se rgean t ,  
t h a t  s t a f f  se rgean t  who was j u s t  o u t  of NCO school  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  body. That w a s  where I ended up. I came back through 
t h e r e .  

Q- Do you go t o  chapel? 

A. M e ,  s i r ?  No, sir. I don ' t .  
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Q. ' You h a v e n ' t  had much c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  chap la ins?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you e v e r  had any c o n t a c t  wi th  any o f f i c e r s  
t h a t  you have r e a l l y  had any confidence i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Captain CLARK. He w a s  my company corn-
mander i n  t h e  long range recon p a t r o l .  H e  wasn ' t  around 
a f t e r .  H e  e v e n t u a l l y  took ove r  one of t h e  companies i n  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know which one. We d i d n ' t  
have much c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  companies. W e  were p r e t t y  
much i s o l a t e d .  W e  worked t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  see each  
o t h e r  o r  run i n t o  each o t h e r  very much. Captain  CLARK, I 
thought ,  was a good o f f i c e r .  

Q- How about  NCO' s ?  

A. My p la toon  s e r g e a n t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  I thought  
was--

Q m  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A man t h a t  you thought  you admired 
and r e spec ted  and could go t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  so.  H e  wasn ' t  a n i c e  guy, h e  
was k ind  of ha r sh ,  b u t  I thought  I could go t o  him. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. S t r a i g h t - s h o o t e r  type? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a .  Hard b u t  square? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h e s e  a r e  t h e  only  two guys you have run i n t o  
i n  t h e  Army t h a t  you thought  you could t r u s t ,  your p la toon  ser-
gean t  i n  b a s i c  and your f i r s t  company commander? 

A. My detachment commander, yes ,  sir .  These a r e  two 
t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  your moral e t h i c s  were n o t  out-  
raged,  b u t  your p r o f e s s i o n a l  were because it was waste .  I f  it 
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was moral, you might have gone t o  a  chapla in .  I f  it was pro- 
f e s s i o n a l ,  you might have gone t o  an o f f i c e r  o r  NCO t h a t  you 
respected?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I d i d n ' t  know t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  t h e  b r i -  
gade commander o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander s o  I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Let me ask t h i s .  Were you f a m i l i a r  
with any cour t -mar t ia l s  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  genera l  
cour t -mar t ia l s?  Were any t r i e d  f o r  rape and convicted? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q. Did you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  was a crime? 

A. Yes, sir. I thought it was. 

Q o  What do you cons ider  rape? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  you have t o  use fo rce  and t h e  woman 
i s  unwi l l ing  t h a t ' s  rape ,  o r  i f  she  i s  n o t  o l d  enough t o  know 
b e t t e r .  But a t  t h e  time t h e r e  wasn ' t  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I t  
was a l l  force. 

Q. And you witnessed t h i s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You a c t u a l l y  saw a  g i r l  o r  a  woman pu t  on t h e  
ground and a guy mount he r?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You can i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  men? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: I have nothing f u r t h e r ,  sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  BERNHARDT, t h e  l a s t  t i m e  you were he re  
I t a l k e d  t o  you and I t o l d  you I a m  s o r r y  f o r  you i n  t h e  sense  
t h a t  you were a  p r e t t y  good young man and you had seen and been 
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through a l o t ,  and w e r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  going t o  be  p u t  under an 
awful l o t  of p r e s s u r e  by a l o t  of people .  I recommended t o  
you a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  you j u s t  con f ine  what you say  t o  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you w e r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  o f .  You made a ve ry  t e r r i b l e  
condemnation of t h e  Army i n  what you s t a t e d  h e r e  under o a t h .  
You g e t  o f f  of  Highway 1 and women j u s t  g e t  raped.  W e  know i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  people  of a l l  ages and bo th  s exes  were j u s t  
l i t e r a l l y  c u t  down i n  c o l d  blood i n  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s ,  and you 
imply t h i s  j u s t  went on t h e  r e s t  of your t i m e  i n  C Company. 
Then you go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and you are t a l k i n g  t o  s o l d i e r s  
from t h e s e  o t h e r  o u t f i t s ,  and My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and I ' m  n o t  really 
o v e r s t a t i n g  t o o  much, w a s  j u s t  s o r t  of  a day i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  
an American r i f l e m a n  i n  Vietnam. These a r e  ve ry  s t r o n g  s t a t e -  
ments t h a t  you are making. 

A. I unders tand  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  want t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  myself .  

Q. ,. But do you b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  t h e s e  a r e  my only  c o n t a c t s .  

Q. Give m e  a c o n c r e t e  example of a subsequent  a c t i o n  
o f  C Company where somebody w a s  k i l l e d  i n  c o l d  blood? 

A. An example, s i r ?  

Q - ' Y e s .  A f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A. There  w a s  a woman w i t h  b a s k e t s  and "chogie  s t i c k s "  
once. Somebody s h o t  h e r ,  and t h i s  was l a t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  r a i n y  
season.  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  s t i l l  t h e  company commander. 

Q - What w e r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under which t h i s  woman 
was shot? '  

A. She w a s  running and somebody probably s a i d ,  "Dung 
l a i . "  I d o n ' t  know i f  they  d i d .  She was running and somebody 
s h o t  he r .  I s a w  t h e  man shoo t ing ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see t h e  woman. 

Q. She w a s  c a r r y i n g  a baske t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q .  The brigade po l i cy  was t h a t  i f  people ran you would 
shoot  a t  them, f i r e  warning s h o t s  and then shoot  them, r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. Well, it was your br igade  pol icy .  Can you th ink  
of a b e t t e r  way t o  s t o p  people t h a t  a r e  running than doing 
t h a t ?  I mean a r e  you comparing t h a t  woman ca r ry ing  baskets  
t h a t  was shouted a t  t o  s t o p  with t h e  l i n i n s  up and t h e  gunning 
down of men, women, and c h i l d r e n  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q- You s u r e  implied t h a t .  

A. You wanted another  example of-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Another example of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Give 
me another  example? Coldblooded k i l l i n g ?  

A. There was.an o l d  man once I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  peo- 
p l e  involved. There was an o l d  man t h a t  was fol lowing them. 
They t o l d  me l a t e r  t h a t  they had taken something from h i s  house 
and he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it back. They j u s t  turned  around and 
they  s h o t  him. I be l i eve  it was HUTl'O a t  t h e  t ime who d i d  
t h i s  and t o l d  me. Tha t ' s  another  example, sir. I t ' s  no t  on 
a l a r g e  s c a l e .  

Q. You had t o  search  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  g e t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
and I th ink  you would agree t h a t  they might have been under 
some l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  circumstances than My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Right.  I understand we've got  problems over  theke. 
I c a n ' t  s e e  how some people,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p r e s s ,  a r e  com-
par ing  t h i s  t h i n g  with t h e  Green Beret  murder case  and throwing 
t h a t  guy o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I t ' s  
nothing even c l o s e  t o  it. 

Q *  I don' t th ink  it i s  e i t h e r .  That 's  e x a c t l y  my 
p o i n t .  You're comparing what went on i n  your o u t f i t  a f t e r  and 
what o t h e r  American o u t f i t s  d i d  with My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and i t ' s  not  
t h e  same th ing .  I th ink  you a r e  s o r t  of s t r e t c h i n g  your com-
par ison  t h e r e .  The only p o i n t  I want t o  make t o  you i s  i f  you 
a r e  going t o  make damning accusa t ions  l i k e  t h i s ,  and these  
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ve ry  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  you had b e t t e r  have something t o  back 
it up. You're s t i l l  wearing t h e  uniform and y o u ' r e  p o r t r a y i n g  
people  t h a t  wear t h e  uniform as r e a l l y  animals.  

A. . R i g h t ,  sir. Th i s  i s  ano the r  problem. Everybody 
t h a t  wears t h e  uniform i s  go ing  t o  t a k e  t h i s  p e r s o n a l l y .  I t  
seemed t o  m e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  you were ask ing  f o r  a r ea son  why I 
d i d n ' t  make any b i g  t h i n g  o u t  of  it. A t  t h e  t i m e  it seemed t o  
m e  t h a t  it was a p r e t t y  common occur rence .  Now, I s a i d  from 
t h i s  t ime on i f  t h e  men were going t o  do something,  t hey  
wouldn ' t  do it where I could  s e e  them o r  would t r y  t o  avoid m e  
i f  t hey  w e r e  go ing  t o  do anyth ing .  They knew t h e  way I f e l t .  
I d o n ' t  know why. Maybe t h e y  thought  I was going t o  do some- 
t h i n g  o r  say  something l a te r  on ,  b u t  t hey  avoided m e .  The 
on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I could g e t  from then  on w a s  a l o t  of  hearsay  
mostly.  I had no th ing  else t o  go on. 

Q m  T h a t ' s  a l l  you g o t ,  hearsay ,  from t h e  men a t  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  T h a t ' s  a l l  you g o t  from t h e  s o l d i e r s .  What I am 
t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you i s  you r e p e a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  and w i t h  t h e  
enormity of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  I s t r o n g l y  
recommend t h a t  you s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  hearsay .  Now, you 've  
seen an awful  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  i n  My La i  v i l l a g e  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a t  
you have an awful  ha rd  t i m e  remembering, and t h e y  w e r e n ' t  even 
hearsay .  So i n  t h e  f u t u r e  when you a r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  any k ind  
of an o f f i c i a l  body, and a l s o  i n  your conve r sa t ions ,  what you 
saw you s a w ,  and what you hea rd  you heard.  You d o n ' t  want t o  
confuse t h e  two, Se rgean t  BERNHARDT. 

A. R igh t ,  sir. Well,  you asked f o r  a  reason .  A l l  I 
can say  is what I hea rd ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  reason .  I d o n ' t  know 
how else I could  p u t  it excep t  t h a t  I thought  t h i s  i s  t h e  way 
it w a s  done. 

MR MACCRATE: Se rgean t  BERNHARDT, j u s t  one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  A s  
you were going around t h a t  day,  d i d  you observe  S p e c i a l i s t  
HAEBERLE t a k i n g  photographs from time t o  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I observed S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE 
he w a s  photographing CARTER and photographing t h e  d u s t o f f  and 
photographing t h e  men. He w a s n ' t  t a k i n g  any p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  
dead c i v i l i a n s .  Now, I unders tand  l a t e r  t h a t  he d i d ,  b u t  a t  
t h e  t i m e  he wasn ' t .  Also a t  t h e  t ime Captain  MEDINA was pre-
s e n t ,  and t h i s  may have been t h e  reason  why he wasn ' t .  I s a i d  
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b e f o r e  t h a t  I thought  he was c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  avoid ing  t a k i n g  
p i c t u r e s  of what w a s  happening a t  My La i  ( 4 1 ,  o r  what was 
r e a l l y  happening. That  was probably  because of  what I s a w .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see him t a k e  any of t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. The f a c t  of  t h e  matter i s  t h a t  he took  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
i n  d i s p e r s e d  shoo t ing  wi th  more than  one camera, and we've es-
t a b l i s h e d  t h e  way i n  which t h e  p i c t u r e s  were taken .  I a m  su r -
p r i s e d  t h a t  you j u s t  s a w  him t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  men. 

A. R igh t ,  sir. The company commander w a s  t h e r e .  You 
mean t h a t  t h e  sequence on t h e  way t h e  p i c t u r e s  were t aken  i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was something i n  between? I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e r e  were p i c t u r e s  o f  a man and t h e r e  was pictures--some of 
t h e  o t h e r  k ind  of p i c t u r e s ,  and t h e r e  were t h e  same p i c t u r e s  
aga in?  

Q. Q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  . . 

A. H e  might have t aken  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  and avoided us  
o r  t r i e d  t o  avoid  t h e  company commander when he was doing it. 
1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  company commander wouid have i i k e d  it. I 
mean t h a t .  I a m  o n l y  guess ing  now. I d o n ' t  know. 

MR WEST: Would Theodore BLAUVELT sound r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir .  T h a t ' s  h i s  name. 

Q- H e  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  on 28 March 1968 he  w a s  a s s igned
t o  t h e  5/46, 198th  Brigade,  and on 19 June 1968 he w a s  a s s igned  
t o  t h e  4/21 wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  H e  l e f t  t h e r e  on 5 A p r i l  
1969 on l eave .  On 20 May 1969 he was a s s igned  t o  t h e  4/21 
of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade o f  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  On 8 J u l y  1969 
he w a s  medevac'd. Does t h i s  resemble anyth ing  t h a t  BLAWELT 
t o l d  you? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me any d a t e s  o r  any th ing .  

Q. You're n o t  t h a t  acqua in t ed  wi th  t h e  d a t e s ?  
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A. W e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  t h a t  
much. I j u s t  heard  it and thought  I would l e t  it go and t e l l  
you when I g o t  down he re .  

Q. . A s  I unders tand you, he t o l d  you of an i n c i d e n t  i n  
h i s  u n i t  i n  which t h e  men of h i s  u n i t  had k i l l e d  Vietnamese i n  
a re fugee  camp? Was it a re fugee  camp? 

A. T h a t ' s  what he  s a i d ,  a re fugee  camp. 

Q - Any s t a t emen t  you would l i k e  t o  make t o  u s ,  Ser-
geant BERNHARDT? 

A. No. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  W e l l ,  excep t  
t h a t  you d o n ' t  unders tand how it could happen and how people  
could t h i n k  t h i s  way. I g o t  some le t ters  from a l l  ove r  t h e  
country  and you would be s u r p r i s e d .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  w e  thank you very much f o r  coming. The 
hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The ove r l ay  on E x h i b i t  P-1 which was anno ta t ed  by 
t h e  wi tnes s  was e x t r a c t e d  t o  an a e r i a l  photograph and i n t r o -  
duced i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-194.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1901 hours ,  2 7  January  
1970. j 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BUCHANON, Jay A. 1SG 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 8 and 9 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Platoon Sergeant ,  
2d Platoon,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The company received t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions 
p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  Hawaii, b u t  BUCHANON d i d  n o t  remember how 
mxny hears cf such i n a t r a c t i e z  were given (pg. 9 3 ) .  They 
were t o l d  t o  g r a n t  al! t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  humane t rea tment  
provided by t h e .  Convention t o  VC suspec t s  (pg. 9 3 )  . In  
t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  Vietnam they were i n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  
t rea tment  o f  PW1s (pg. 9 4 ) .  The wi tness  had never before  
seen  t h e  MACV -cards  "Nine R u l e s "  o r  "Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
(pg. 94) 

2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. MEDINA ' s b r i e f i n g  . 
BUCHANON r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Captain M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g  was 

on t h e  15th  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember a memorial s e r v i c e  preceding 
it (pgs.  5 ,  6 )  . MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a 
search  and des t roy  opera t ion  and t h a t  they  w e r e  t o  k i l l  
a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 5 ,  6 ,  2 6 ,  4 0 ,  45) . 
The wi tness  never r e a l l y  understood what was meant by 
M E D I N A 1 s  u s e  of  t h e  word " i n h a b i t a n t s . "  A t  one p o i n t  i n  
h i s  testimony he s a i d  he thought it meant men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 4 6 ) ,  a t  another  he s a i d  it j u s t  meant 
l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 4 7 ) ,  and f u r t h e r  on he def ined  it as anyone 
o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 48) .  MEDINA s a i d  nothing about 
women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 6 )  . He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  w a s  
t o  be k i l l e d  because it was a source of  s u r v i v a l  f o r  t h e  
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VC (pg. 7 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  they would be  out- 
numbered two t o  one (pg. 1 0 )  . He mentioned t h a t  t h i s  was 
a chance f o r  them t o  g e t  even f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  they had 
s u f f e r e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The t h i r d  platoon was given t h e  mission 
of mopping up behind t h e  f i r s t  and second p la toons  and 
burning hootches (pg. 7 ) .  BUCHANON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t i m e  
l i m i t  being set  on t h e  opera t ion  o r  a s ta tement  by MJ3DINA 
t h a t  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  would be a t  market a t  t h e  time of t h e  
a s s a u l t  (pgs. 6 ,  9 ) .  

b . Platoon l e a d e r s  b r i e f i n g .  

There was no p la toon l eader s  ' b r i e f i r g  e i t h e r  be fo re  
o r  a f t e r  MEDINA'  s b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 7 ,  57,  58) . However, 
Lieutenant  BROOKS g o t  h i s  element l eader s  t o g e t h e r  t o  go 
over admin i s t r a t ive  mat ters  connected with t h e  a s s a u l t  
(pgs. 6 ,  5 8 ) .  Nothing was s a i d  about t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
search  and des t roy  o r  what was meant by t h e  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  
a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  (pg. 9 6 )  . The primary concern was what 
t o  do i f  outnumbered (pg. 9 6 )  . BROOKS s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
would be a t  market a t  t h e  time of t h e  a s s a u l t  (pgs. 6 ,  97) . 
Afte r  t h e  men w e r e  prepared f o r  t h e  opera t ion  BUCHANON 
gave them two bee r s  ap iece  t o  he lp  them r e l a x  (pgs. 9,  47) . 
The mood of  t h e  men was n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  
opera t ions  on which they had gone (pg. 1 0 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Movement i n t o  My L a i .  

When BUCHANON a r r i v e d  with t h e  second l i f t  BROOKS 
was a l ready i n  t h e  northwest a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  with one 
squad (pgs. 6 2 ,  80, 9 8 ) .  Although t h e r e  was a l o t  of  f i r i n g ,  
none of his men were h i t  o r  pinned down (pgs.  12 ,  13) . 
Two of those  wi th  BROOKS s i g n a l l e d  BUCHANON t o  b r i n g  t h e  
r e s t  of  t h e  p la toon on l i n e  (pgs. 63, 82, 9 9 ) .  BUCHANON 
moved behind t h e  platoon (pgs.  1 8 ) .  Because t h e  f i r s t  
platoon was o v e r e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  second 
p l a t o o n ' s  l i n e  reached from t h e  extreme edge of  My Lai 
i n t o  a r i c e  paddy (pgs.  13,  49 6 3 ,  9 8 )  . Those i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  f i r e d  a s  they  moved through t h e  brush (pgs. 19,  66) . 
During t h e  h a l f  hour t h e  p la toon was i n  t h i s  northwest 
corner  of My Lai BUCHANON s a w  some bodies  of  men and women 
although he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  number (pgs. 18 ,  2 0 ,  64, 66, 
6 6 ,  83, 84) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  bodies  of  any c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 6 6 ) .  He d i d  no t  know who was respons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  
death (pg. 1 8 ) .  The p la toon d i d  n o t  have any c a s u a l t i e s  
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b. Movement through Binh Tay. 

On moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  a f i e l d  he w a s  
s i g n a l l e d  t o  move toward t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay which i s  
s l i g h t l y  northwest of M y  Lai (pgs. 66, 83, 8 5 ) .  The platoon 
d i d  no t  have any p i s o n e r s  a t  t h i s  time (pg. 6 7 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  know why they were going t h e r e  (pg. 100) . However they 
found a dead VC with an M - 1  along t h e  way (pgs.  13 ,  85) . I t  
was approximately 0830 and movement t o  Binh Tay took f i v e  t o  
t e n  minutes (pg. 68) .  They approached t h e  hamlet.,squads i n  
f i l e  ,and en te red  i t s  sou theas t  corner  (pgs. 59, 86, 87) . 
He found a tunne l  complex i n  a l a r g e  hootch i n  t h e  subhamlet 's  
northwest co rne r  (pgs.  15, 50, 8 7 ) .  Some hootches were 
burned while  he searched it (pgs. 72, 90) . He found a  box 
of c l o t h i n g  which he explored g inger ly  because of h i s  f e a r  
of booby t r a p s  (pg. 87) .  He searched t h e  tunne l  complex f o r  
approximately 20 minutes (pgs.  70, 88) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he 
heard t a l k i n g  ou t s ide  and shoot ing a s  he emerged from t h e  
hootch (pg. 88) . He ran  t o  t h e  sou theas t  a r e a  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  which was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which t h e  shoot ing 
had come and a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene a t  t h e  same time as 
BROOKS who was a l s o  running (pgs.  69, 88) .  There were 
f i v e  t o  t e n  bodies of  dead men and women on t h e  ground 
(pgs. 72, 88, 89) . To h i s  query of  who was respons ib le  f o r  
t n i s  t h e  s o l d i e r s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  they did n o t  know (pgs. 15 ,  
89) .  BROOKS w a s  q u i t e  per turbed and demanded an explanat ion  
(pgs.  69, 72, 1 1 0 )  . BROOKS informed BUCHANON t h a t  word had 
come from MEDINA over t h e  r a d i o  t o  s t o p  shoot ing persons 
n o t  o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  b u t , t o  b r i n g  them i n  i n s t e a d  
(pgs. 1 4 ,  16 ,  70, 71, 8 9 ) .  This t ransmiss ion  came i n  
approximately t h r e e  hours a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  had begun (pg.16).  
The p la toon rounded up 50-60 v i l l a g e r s  of  ~ i n h  Tay and moved 
them toward My Lai (pgs . 73, 1 0 2 )  . There were no mi l i t a ry -  
age males i n  t h i s  group (pg. 73) .  while  moving they were 
ordered t o  r e j o i n  t h e  company which they d i d ,  abandoning 
t h e  de ta inees  i n  a l a r g e  f i e l d  b g s .  73, 8 9 ) .  BUCHANON 
never saw anyone s h o t  during t h e  opera t ion  and heard nothing 
about a rape (pgs. 15 ,  77, 102, 1 1 2 ) .  They were i n  t h e  
subhamlet an hour and a  h a l f  (pgs. 101, 102) . 

c. Actions a f t e r  leaving  My Lai .  

BUCHANON thought t h a t  they d i d  no t  r e t u r n  t o  My 
Lai  b u t  went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  cemetery where they married 
up with B/4/3 (pgs. 18 ,  74, 75, 89, 9 0 ,  102) . H e  d i d  no t  
see  a  h e l i c o p t e r  land during t h i s  t ime,  b u t  heard t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had landed and spoke wi th  Lieutenant  
CALLEY (pgs. 21, 22, 90, 103) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e a t i n g  
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c. MEDINA's  s ta tement  t o  t h e  company. 

Af te r  g e t t i n g  back t o  LZ Dot t i e  MEDIiJA go t  t h e  
whole company toge the r  and t o l d  them t h a t  they had done a 
good job, b u t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  
35,36,106).  He s a i d  t h a t  it would be b e t t e r  n o t  t o  d i scuss  
t h e  opera t ion  among themselves while  it was being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pgs. 35, 36 ) .  He s a i d  t o  d i r e c t  anyone who 
had any ques t ions  about t h e  opera t ion  t o  t h e  CP because 
t h e r e  was no p o i n t  i n  t h e  men g iv ing  t h e i r  own concept of  
what had happened (pgs.  36, 55,  106) . BUCHANON d i d  no t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  r eques t  was s t r a n g e  because he thought MEDINA 
was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  keep himself informed a s  t o  who was 
asking  ques t ions  about t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  MEDINA was t r y i n g  t o  keep people from 
t a l k i n g  (pg. 4 3 )  . No one e l s e  t o l d  him t o  be q u i e t  about 
the i n c i d e n t  (pg. 36) . To h i s  knowledge no one i n  the  
p la toon was asked any ques t ions  about t h e  opera t ion  (pg.113) . 
H e  w a s  never asked any ques t ions  by anyone i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
capac i ty  and was never asked t o  prepare a s ta tement  (pgs.35, 
2 , 3 BUCHANON never heard any more about it 
(pg. 4 1 ) .  The men d i d  n o t  d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th in  h i s  
hea r ing  (pg. 35) . H e  d i d  no t  d i scuss  it with t h e  o t h e r  
se rgean t s  (pg. 3 5 ) .  The only person who s a i d  anything about 
it was BERNHARDT who s a i d  he would r e f u s e  t o  go on a 
similar type opera t ion  (pgs.  4 0 ,  8 0 ) .  BROOKS sought t o  f i n d  
o u t  who had k i l l e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  Binh Tay, bu t  never t o l d  
BUCHANON anything he found o u t  (pgs. 1 1 0 ,  111). BUCHANON 
assumed t h e  ma t t e r  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 5 5 ) .  However, 
he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any need f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 5 6 ) .  He be l ieved t h a t  t h e  second platoon had been 
under c o n t r o l  (pg. 23) . 
5, OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Missions a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion .  

The company was given a r i c e  d e n i a l  ope ra t ion ,  
cons iaered  a  s o f t  job,  immediately a f t e r  t h e  My Lai oper- 
a t i o n  (pgs.  3 8 ,  78) . They were s t i l l  p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  7 9 )  . This r i c e  d e n i a l  
opera t ion  was wi th in  t e n  c l i c k s  of  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg. 79) . 
Late r ,  a f t e r  MEDINA had l e f t ,  t h e  company went nor th  and 
had s e v e r a l  heavy con tac t s  (pgs. 3 8 ,  39) . 
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b. Submission of  a body count.  

The second platoon d i d  no t  submit e i t h e r  a count 
of  VC KIA o r  a count o f  dead and wounded noncombatants from 
t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  (pg. 108) . No such information 
was eve r  ga thered  (pg. 108) .  He was never asked t o  g ive  
such information (pg. 108) .  

c. BUCHANON1s opinion of  CALLEY. 

BUCHANON d i d  n o t  g e t  along t o o  we l l  with CALLEY 
because i n  h i s  opinion CALLEY w a s  an immature person who 
would n o t  t a k e  advice (pgs . 4 1 ,  4 2 )  . He thought t h a t  
CALLEY was a poor l e a d e r ,  b u t  d i d  s e e  occasions where 
CALLEY d i d  q u i t e  we l l  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  (pg. 423. 
BUCHANON asked t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  second platoon 
when t h e  . u n i t  reached Vietnam (pg. 4 1 )  . BUCHANON d i d  n o t  
see  CALLEY do anything a t  My ~ a i(pg. 4 2 ) .  

He s a w  no marijuana nor  anyone whom he considered 
t o  be under t h e  influerice of  marijuana t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  h e  
was i n  Vietnam (pgs. 39, 98) .  

e .  A t t i t u d e  of t h e  s o l d i e r s  toward t h e  Vietnamese. 

The a t t i t u d e  of  C Company toward t h e  Vietnamese 
people w a s  no d i f f e r e n t  than  t h a t  of  o t h e r  G I ' s  (pg. 37) . 
There were a few i n c i d e n t s  downtown and s e v e r a l  t y p i c a l  
G I  f i g h t s  (pg. 3 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  be l i eve  t h a t  it w a s  
MEDINA's  pep t a l k  t h a t  made t h e  men shoot  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 26) .  
He d i d  n o t  know what caused it (pg.26) . The c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  were never r epor ted  because MEDINA had made t h e  
men th ink  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  was being i n v e s i t g a t e d  by d i v i s i o n  
(pg. 4 1 )  

f .  BUCHANON1s opinion of P r i v a t e  JOLLY. 

JOLLY was an i n t e l l i g e n t  person who usua l ly  d i d  
n o t  cause t r o u b l e  and thus  was n o t  t h e  type of  person t o  
rape a woman (pg. 2 9 )  . He genera l ly  w a s  t h e  peacemaker 
of  t h e  p la toon (pg. 24) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
DESCRIPTION.-

I 

A e r i a l  photo' of My L a i  

P i c t u r e  of Sg t .  PHU 
MARONEY i s  second f r o m  
r i q h t ,  PHU i s  t h i r d  . 
f r o m  t h e  r i g h t .  

NOTES
w l t  m Z r k e a  LZ w i t n  
c i r c l e .  
2 - A p p r o x i m a t e  
locat ion of BROOKS 
wlth one squad on 
BUCHANON'S a r r i v a l .  
3 - A r e a  w h e r e  w l t  
and m e n  of second 
l l t t  m a r r l e d  up 
w i t h  BROOKS. 
4 - P o l n t  W h e r e  w l t  
s a w  bodies near  
n o r t h w e s t  corner 
of v i l lage .  . 

5 - A r e a  w h e r e  w i t  
s a w  BROOKS c o m i n g  
out  of n o r t h w e s t  
s ec t ion  of My L a i .  
6 - A p p r o x i m a t e  area 
w h e r e  w e a p o n s  re-
covered t r o m  dead 
VC . 
. / - A r e a  w h e r e  wlt 
s a w  bodies i n  sub-
h a m l e t  no r th  o t  
My L a i .  
8 - A r e a  i n  w h i c h  
r es iden ts  of sub-
h a m l e t  w e r e  r o u n d e d .  
up and released. 
9 - P o i n t s  f r o m  w h l c y .  
w i t  could n o t  re-
c a l l  h l s  r o u t e .  

A s  l d e n t l t l e d  D y  
t h e  w i t n e s s .  
A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
t h e  w i t n e s s .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

1 W i t  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  t o  be  ' A s  i a e n t i f i e d  by 
I?-17 p i c t u r e  of  LOPEZ, MARONEY,the w i t n e s s .  

and PHU. 
91 


, W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
P 13 aneous Scene coqnize  i n d i v i d u a l 4  92 

Entered i n t o  f 

I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene ' I ev idence as P-26C 1 


and 1 & P-42C I

I I 

SMITH i n  r i g h t  f r o n t .  w i t  A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 

P-64 d i d  n o t  recoqnize  anyone t h e  w i t n e s s .  


e l s e .  

92 


PHU i s  f i r s t  on l e f t .  A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 1 
P-66 W i t  does n o t  recognize  t h e  witness.  

I
anyone else. 

1 1 9 2  
1 Entered  i n t o  I 


P-146 P - 1  as anno ta t ed  by w i t  evidence.  93 

W i t  had n o t  s een  


M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" b e f o r e .  94 

. MACV Card "Enemy i n  W i t  had n o t  s een  


M - 3  ]your nands" 1 be fo re .  1 94  

I I 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0917, 8 January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and W COOP. 

I have 17 photographs t o  be entered  i n t o  t h e  record  
a s  e x h i b i t s .  These photographs a r e  colored p r i n t s  of t h e  
s l i d e s  taken by Ronald L.  HAEBERLE and previous ly  introduced 
a s  black and white  p r i n t s  marked a s  Exhibts P-26 through P-42. 
These photo p r i n t s  a r e  entered i n t o  t h e  record and marked 
as Exh ib i t s  P-26C through P-42C. 

The next  witness  i s  F i r s t  Sergeant J a y  A. BUCHANON. 

(1SG BUCHANON w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. J ay  A. BUCHANON. My rank i s  f i r s t  s e rgean t ,  S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number 1 .  I am c u r r e n t l y  assigned t o  
Company C ,  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1st Basic Combat Tra in ing  Brigade, 
F o r t  Bragg, North Carol ina.  

MR WEST: Sergeant BUCHANON, be fo re  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  advise  you a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose 
of t h i s  inqui ry .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

COL MILLER: This  inqu i ry  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and re -
commendations concerning two major s u b j e c t s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews t h a t  were made 
wi th in  t h e  chain of command o f ,  what we now commonly r e f e r  
t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  o r  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
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I t  is  n o t  our  primary purpose t o  f i n d  out  every-
th ing  t h a t  went on a t  My Lai.  However, i n  our  i n q u i r i e s  t o  
g e t  t h e  f a c t s ,  we have gone i n t o  what a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  
MY ~ a it o  some ex ten t .  We have had made a v a i l a b l e  -Lo us and 
we have reviewed t h e  p r i o r  s ta tements  made by many wi tnesses ,  
inc luding  you, and o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h i s  mat ter .  I 
r e f e r  t o  such t h i n g s  a s  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  I G  r e p o r t ,  
and p r e - t r i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Your testimony today w i l l  b e . t a k e n  under oa th  and 
t h e r e  w i l l  be a verbatim record  made. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  re-
p o r t e r ,  we a l s o  are making a t ape  recording.  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l l  o r  
some of t h e  testimony may become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  know-
ledge o r  p u b l i c  record  a t  some l a t e r  time. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  unless  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  do s o  
i n  the  performance of  o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requi red  
t o  do before  a competent l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  body o r  
admin i s t r a t ive  t r i b u n a l .  I ' l l  expla in  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more 
i n  j u s t  a moment. I understand t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  
i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge and implemented by the  t r i a l  
counsel i n  the genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of United S t a t e s  v. 
Cal ley.  Ycu rrceived a l e t t e r ,  I k c l i c v c ,  frcm t h e  trial 
counsel ,  t e l l i n g  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  testimony. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q This o r d e r  s t i l l  remains i n  e f f e c t .  However, 
your testimony be fo re  t h i s  inqu i ry  i s  not  precluded by t h a t  
order .  I t  i s  express ly  permit ted.  You a r e  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
by appearing and t e s t i f y i n g  before  t h i s  group. This i s  an 
example of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Do you have any ques t ions  
concerning what I have j u s t  s a i d ?  

A.  May I ask one, p lease?  

Q . You c e r t a i n l y  may. 

A. You're saying  t h a t  i f  something--if a ques t ion
i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  m e  about Lieutenant  CALLEY, I should answer 
t h a t  a t  t h i s  hearing? 
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Q. You may answer ques t ions  which a r e  d i r e c t e d  
t o  you a t  this hearing.  What I have informed you is  t h a t  
t h e  judge 's  o rde r  i s  no t  wiped o u t  because we t e l l  you t o  
appear here.  That  o rde r  w i l l  cont inue i n  e f f e c t .  

A. I see, sir. 

Q- But, h i s  o rde r  does n o t  preclude you from tes-
t i f y i n g  be fo re  us. 

A. I s e e ,  sir. 

Q. You may c e r t a i n l y  answer any ques t ions  t h a t  you 
see f i t  t o  answer. 

Now, se rgean t ,  I noted t h a t  i n  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
I r e f e r  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Cal ley 32(b) and t o  t h e  C I D ,  you 
d i d  have counsel  wi th  you. Do you have counsel today? 

A. Well, no,. sir. I d o n P t  have counsel. I d o n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  I r e a l l y  need counsel.  But t h e  t h i n g  i s ,  I j u s t  
want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  I ' m  saying what I should say and what 
I have t o  say ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  t r u t h  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge. I f e e l  t h a t  I can go wi thout  counsel ,  b u t  i f  I become 
confused I would l i k e  t o  f e e l  f r e e  t o  know t h a t  I could 
g e t  one I f  L feei I need one. 

Q S  Now, you, a t  any t ime,  can reques t  counsel.  I was 
asking this ou t  of concern f o r  you i n  t h a t  you had had coun-
s e l  before .  I wasn ' t  s u r e  t h a t  you a r e  h e r e  t h i s  time be-
cause you could n o t  g e t  counsel  o r  i f  you decided t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  need it. 

A.  No, s ir .  I have n o t  reques ted  one up t o  t h i s  
po in t .  

Q I f  you do d e s i r e  counsel  a t  any time o r  i f  you 
have any ques t ions  concerning your r i g h t s ,  I hope you w i l l  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask o r  s t a t e  s o  immediately, because we a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  
\ 

Now, upon reading your s ta tement ,  and o t h e r  evi-
dence, I do have one i tem about which I wish t o  advise you. 
W e  have no evidence be fo re  us t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you p a r t i c i -
pa ted  i n  any way i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  of innocent  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My 
Lai. There i s  one i n d i c a t i o n ,  however, t h a t  upon a r r i v a l  
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back a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  you w e r e  approached 
by e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON--

A.. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel HENDERSON, sir .  

Q- . O r  some s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  and you d i d  n o t  answer a 
ques t ion  a s  t o  whether t h e r e  was anything unusual t h a t  happen-
ed. You j u s t  s a i d ,  "No comment. " O r ,  " I  would r a t h e r  n o t  
answer the  ques t ion . "  A s  a  p la toon se rgean t ,  you may have 
had a duty t o  r e p o r t  whatever you saw i n  response t o  t h a t  
quest ion.  Other than  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  moment, I have nothing 
a t  a l l  t o  i n d i c a t e  your impl ica t ion  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
any k i l l i n g s  o r  wi tness ing  any k i l l i n g .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you have any ques t ions  on t h i s  so  f a r ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q. You r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  any t ime, you can c e r t a i n l y  
r eques t  counsel ,  and you have been advised concerning your 
r i g h t s  before .  You need no t  make any s ta tements  which w i l l  
incr iminate  you concerning any o f fense  which you a r e  sus-
pec ted  . 
A. Yes, sir.  

Q I f ,  dur ing  our  ques t ioning ,  a  ques t ion  a r i s e s ,  
p l ease  ask us .  

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: For t h e  r ecord ,  Sergeant BUCHANON, what was your 
assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a  p la toon se rgean t  f o r  t h e  2d Platoon,  
C/1/20. 

Q. And a t  t h a t  t ime,  Char l i e  Company was assigned 
t o  Task Force Barker i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of a p lan  t o  make a corn-
b a t  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  and t o  conduct some f u r t h e r  opera-
t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ?  
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A. The day before it was a c t u a l l y  a s s a u l t e d ,  sir.  
The n i g h t  before--or t h e  evening before--the 15th .  Captain 
MEDINA c a l l e d  a company formation. We were based on LZ Dot t i e .  

Q I see. 

A. And, w e  had been i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  some time. H e  
c a l l e d  a company formation-- that ' s  everybody, and relayed t h e  
p lan  of t h e  a t t a c k .  

Q. W e l l ,  before  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  l e t  m e  ask you 
t h i s .  Were you aware t h a t  t h i s - - t h a t  you were t o  be opera t ing  
i n  an a rea  t h a t  was ou t s ide  your normal a r e a  of opera t ions?  

A. No, sir ,  I was not .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  a f a c t .  There,was an A 0  ex tens ion  
s o  t h a t  you could opera te  i n  t h e  a r e a  down below t h e  Song ~ i e m -
Diem River. Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  being he ld  
some time before  Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. S i r ,  we he ld  a t . l e a s t  two memorial s e r v i c e s  t h e r e .  
But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  one t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q Well, one reason I ask i s  t h a t  we have very con-
f l i c t i n g  evidence on t h i s  p o i n t .  Ke!ve 31aG solie witiiesses 
t e l l  u s ,  "Yes, we had one t h a t  day before  t h e  b r i e f i n g . "  
Others have s a i d  t h a t  it was 2 ,  3 days,  a  week before .  
One wi tness  s a i d  t h a t  it w a s  i n  February. 

A. A t  LZ Dot t i e  we had a t  l e a s t  two memorial s e r v i c e s  
f o r  men t h a t  had f a l l e n .  But, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l - - I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  we had one on t h a t  day. I c a n ' t  be s u r e  on t h i s  pa r t i cu -
l a r  po in t .  But, i n  s p i t e  of t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we d id .  
I would say t h a t .  Again, I c a n ' t  be sure .  

Q- T e l l  us  what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company a t  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th ,  a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e .  

A. H e  wanted t o  t r y  t o  i n s p i r e  h i s  company i n  genera l .  
He wanted t o  more o r  l e s s  boos t  t h e  morale of h i s  men, because 
our  opera t ions  from previous t imes had been average,  I would 
say. And he t o l d  us t h a t  we were going i n  t o  a s s a u l t  My Lai  
( 4 ) ,  and t h a t  we were t o  des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  I th ink  
t h a t ' s  what t h e  major i ty  of t h e  company understood. That 
t h i s  was a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  It  was something t h a t  could probably 

(BUCHANON) 5 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-79 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


have upse t  some men. Once you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  opera t ions ,  
you th ink  t h a t  anything t h a t ' s  planned by t h e  mi l i ta ry- -  
e s p e c i a l l y  a young s o l d i e r ,  o r  any s o l d i e r  f o r  t h a t  matter-- 
once you g e t  a  b r i e f i n g  on it, you expect  t h e  enemy t o  
appear r i g h t  away. And, you go i n  t h a t  way--you have your- 
s e l f  s e t  t h a t  way. T h a t ' s  t h e  concept we go t .  W e  f e l t  
t h a t  on j u s t  a normal operation--we had been on many before ,  
h o t  L Z ' s  and whatnot--and we had more o r  l e s s  t r a i n e d  our-
s e l v e s  t h a t  way and a t  t imes you grow t o  th ink  t h a t  way. 
Once you g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper, eve ry th ing ' s  o u t .  You're 
going t o  g e t  r e s i s t a n c e .  I f  i t ' s  h o t ,  you g e n e r a l l y  t r y  
t o  g e t  t h e  job done a s  quick a s  poss ib le .  Gain f i r e  
s u p e r i o r i t y  and keep moving i s  genera l ly  t h e  thought  of 
an i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r ,  I ' m  su re .  I t  has been s a i d  before .  
The impression we g o t  was t o  des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  There 
was no mention of women and c h i l d r e n .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  th ink ing  
was t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  we g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  would be nothing 
t h e r e  b u t  enemy. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything being s a i d  about  t h e  
people being away o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and gone t o  market by 
t h e  time of t h e  a t t a c k ?  

A .  The b r i e f i n g  was.-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We have had some testimony on 
t h a t  po in t .  Whether t h e s e  remarks were made p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company commander!^. 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  whether it was l a t e r  i n  Captain 
MEDINA'S b r ie f ing-- I 'm n o t  sure .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him saying t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
Lieutenant  BROOKS, my pla toon l e a d e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  a t  a  squad 
l e a d e r s '  meeting t h a t  n i g h t .  I th ink  Lieutenant  BROOKS s a i d  
t h a t .  I r e c a l l  him saying t h a t  we 're  going t o  g e t  t h e r e  
when t h e y ' r e  a t  market. He j u s t  b r i e f l y  mentioned t h a t ,  
s i r .  Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I mean nothing i n  d e t a i l ,  I 
th ink  he s a i d ,  "We're going t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  whi le  t h e  women 
were--while t h e  'mama-sans ' a r e  gone t o  market. " 

Q. Did they  c h a r a c t e r i z e  a search  and des t roy  m i s -
sion--was t h a t  term used a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  it was, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Had Char l i e  Company been on a  search and des t roy  
mission before? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  they had. 

Q. Was anything ,said about l i v e s t o c k  o r  o the r  food 
or burning hootches i n  your o rde r s?  

A. Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I b e l i e v e  Captain MEDINA d i d  mention t h a t  t h e  
l ives tock- -a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  there--and he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l i v e -  
s tock  was a source of VC s u r v i v a l .  

Q .  We have heard t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon was given t h e  
mission of burning a s  they went through. 3d Platoon was 
t o  fol low t h e  1st and 2d and s o r t  of mop up, burn t h e  hootches.  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Yes, sir. 

Q. was t h e r e  a  meeting of p la toon i e a d e r s  and piatoon 
se rgean t s  wi th  Captain MEDINA before  t h e  b r i e f ing- -e i the r  
before  o r  a£  t e r ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was not .  

Q. That was something t h a t  we wanted t o  c l e a r  up, be-
cause we had one wi tness  who t o l d  us yes terday  t h e r e  was. 

A .  No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. 

Q- And, a t  t h i s  meeting a ques t ion  was asked j u s t  
what search  and des t roy  meant. It was explained tha t - - l ike  
you s a i d ,  it was t o  c l ean  up everything.  To k i l l  everybody. 
This  witness  may have been th ink ing  of another  occasion. So, 
you c e r t a i n l y  would have known i f  t h e r e  would have been one. 
You would have been t h e r e ?  

A. I would have been t h e r e ,  sir. And, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l - -
I know t h e  p la toon l eader  c a l l e d  a meeting when he came back 
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from t h e  company commander's CP. And, of course ,  w e  gave 
o u t  l i t t l e  p la toon o r d e r ,  who'd go f i r s t ,  and who'd g e t  some 
more grenades,  and who'd be i n  charge of t h e  claymore1s--
n o t  claymore ' s t  b u t  the  "LAWS. " We s tock  ourse lves  s o  
t h a t  we can be e f f e c t i v e .  We went through t h a t  procedure,  
b u t  a s  f a r  a s  a p la toon sergeant-platoon l eader  meeting, I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t t end ing  one. 

Q How long was t h i s  opera t ion  going t o  l a s t ?  What 
was s a i d  on t h a t  po in t?  We have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  t ime given,  b u t  it was s o r t  of an 
understanding t h a t  it might l a s t  a couple of weeks. What 
i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  on t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  bel ieve--I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a time--a spe-
c i f i c  time l i m i t  being mentioned. I t  was customary f o r  Task 
Force Barker t o  go i n  t h e  f i e l d  and s t a r t  an opera t ion  and 
s t a y  u n t i l  it was c a l l e d  o f f .  We have been known t o  go i n t o  
the  f i e l d  and s t a y  a t  l e a s t  30 days o r  25 days. So, t h a t  
was nothing uncommon f o r  t h a t  u n i t  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  
a t t ached  t o  Task Force Barker. So, I th ink  t h e  men i n  t h e  
u n i t  grew t o  accept  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when you--we board t h e  
choppers, t h a t  we e i t h e r  walk back t o  some LZ, o r  we s t a y  
i n  the  f i e l d .  Nobody e v e r  ques t ions  the  time l i m i t s  on 
any opera t ions .  

Q- When you ' r e  s tock ing  up on t h e  ammunition and 
o t h e r  s u p p i i e s ,  was i t  done on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  you might be 
o u t  t h e r e  q u i t e  a while? 

A .  That  was always SOP. That was company SOP. Take 
enough s o  you won' t  run out .  I t  was done a l l  t h e  t ime, sir.  

Q *  We have had a couple medics t e l l  us t h a t  they 
stocked up w i t h  e x t r a  medical s u p p l i e s ,  f i g u r i n g  t h a t  they 
were going t o  be ou t  q u i t e  a while .  

A. This was a common th ing ,  because on some occasions--
I think one o r  two t imes,  we r a n  out  of bandages and th ings .  
I s t a r t e d  a po l i cy  i n  my pla toon of des ignat ing  t h r e e  o r  
four  people,  inc luding  myself ,  t o  c a r r y  supp l i e s  and a few 
e x t r a  medications.  So, should we g e t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n . t h a t  w e  
would need them, we would have them. I c a r r i e d  some, and 
had a s s i s t a n t  squad leaders--anybody a c t i n g  i n  t h a t  capacity--
c a r r y  some also--bandages, mercurochrome. 
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Q. Do you remember t h e  name of your p la toon aidman? 

A .  GARZA . 
Q. 
FLORES. 

GARZA? Now, we have t a l k e d  
A l l  t h r e e  were aidmen. 

to ,GARZA, LEE, and 

A,  Right,  sir.  

Q m  What was t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  your platoon a f t e r  
Captain M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g ?  How d i d  they f e e l  j u s t  wai t ing  
f o r  t h e  next  day? 

A.  I t  w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  when w e  c a m e  i n  a t  n i g h t ,  w e  had 
a l i t t l e  beer  bus t .  We would g e t  beer  i n ,  and I always t r i e d  
t o  make it a p o i n t ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  they were young. I d i d n ' t  
want them t o  th ink  about t h e  t a s k  i n  t h e  morning. I always 
would break open t h e  beer  a s  soon a s  we had everyth ing  squared 
away. When I say squared away, I mean when everyth ing  was i n  
o rde r  and everything was o p e r a t i o n a l  and we could move o u t  
t h a t  i n s t a n t .  So, I would be re spons ib le  f o r  resupply.  I 
would go down t o  t h e  CP and g e t  t h e  beer  and t h e  Coke and I 
would i s s u e  them o u t  a t  t h a t  time--as soon a s  everything 
was ready, and each squad had given me an "up", which means 
we were ready t o  move. I would g i v e  them beer  t o  r e l a x  them. 
So, 1 gave o u t  my guard assignments,  and I t h i n k  another  
p la toon had guard t h a t  n i g h t ,  so  I issued o u t  t h e  beer .  Once 
a young G I  g e t s  a couple of cans of beer  you always know 
what--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You can s t o p  worrying. 

A. So, they were happy and s inging .  I was happy t o  
s e e  them happy, and s inging .  I t  d i d n ' t  bother  me too  much. 
I d i d n ' t  mind breaking up a f i g h t  o r  anything,  because it 
kept  t h e i r  minds c l e a r .  The guy t h a t  s i t s  wi th  h i s  head 
down, t h a t ' s  t h e  guy t h a t  worried me. I had a couple t h a t  
way. They wouldn ' t  take  a beer  o r  Coke o r  anything.  I 
w i l l  say t h a t  w e  d i d  run i n t o  booby t r a p s  and mines e a r l i e r .  
Not too  much e a r l i e r .  We l o s t  two men. One man was k i l l e d  
and one man l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  And, t h e  mood wasn ' t  good. And, 
of course ,  I f e l t  it was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t r y  t o  r a l l y  
them, r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  we s t i l l  had a job t o  do. Lieutenant  
BROOKS and I would s i t  around and t a l k  and s i n g  sometimes 
i f  we had t h e  time. We were a t  an LZ--LZ Dottie--and I d o n ' t  
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be l i eve  t h e  mood of t h e  men p r i o r  t o  moving o u t  on t h i s .  
opera t ion  was any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion ,  s ir .  
I th ink  Captain MEDINA t r i e d  t o  boos t  some morale a l i t t l e ,  
bu t  o ther  than  t h a t ,  I th ink ,  t o  my platoon,  it w a s  j u s t  
another  opera t ion .  

Q Did he t a l k  about having a chance t o  g e t  even 
with t h e  VC f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  company had been s u f f e r -
ing? 

A. H e  mentioned t h a t .  

Q. I t  i s  our  understanding t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime 
you had been h i t  by s n i p e r s  and t h a t  you had l o s t  men i n  

. minef ie lds  and booby t r a p s  and j u s t  been unable t o  come 
t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e  VC. They had been p r e t t y  e l u s i v e .  And 
they  thought t h i s  t ime they had them f ixed  and they  w e r e  
going t o  be i n  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  you would r e a l l y  have a 
chance t o  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  wi th  them. Is t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  
p i c t u r e ?  

A. Well, genera l ly ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  He t o l d  us 
t h a t  t h i s  t ime we were r e a l l y  going t o  g e t  him and we were 
going t o  ca tch  him, and we would have him r i g h t  t h e r e .  W e  
were going t o  t ake  him, and t o  be ready t o  t ake  him. He 
c a n ' t  g e t  away now. He's r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. What was s a i d  about t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I think--I b e l i e v e  he t o l d  us t h a t  we would be 
outnumbered about two t o  one. He s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  
a r e  a s  weak a s  we a r e  personnel-wise, bu t  t h e y ' l l  be t h e r e ,  
and they w i l l  be  s t rong ,  s o  be ready. Check a l l  t h e  weapons 
t o n i g h t  and c l e a n  them. Get new hand grenades,  check your 
machineguns and c lean  them, because I want f i r e  power." 
So, t h a t ' s  what we d id .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e y ' l l  be 
t h e r e ,  and we w i l l  be outnumbered, s o  be ready. 

Q - W e l l ,  l e t ' s  move t o  t h e  next  day, t h e  16th  of 
March, Sergeant BUCmON. Can you t e l i  us what occurred 
j u s t  a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  landing zone west of My La i  and 
your platoon g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  W e  might g e t  
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph over here .  

(The recorder  handed t h e  Exh ib i t  P-1 t o  MR 
WEST.) 
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We have here  a blownup photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  
and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  The s c a l e  of t h i s  photograph i s  about 1 
inch equals  about 1 0 0  meters.  

(MR WEST or ien ted  t h e  wi tness  with Exh ib i t  MAP-4 .) 

J u s t  t ake  t h i s  grease  p e n c i l  and mark a c i r c l e  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  landing zone--the genera l  a rea .  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A .  The 1st Platoon deployed, I b e l i e v e ,  a long t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And, t h e  2d Platoon deployed-- let ' s  s e e ,  
t h e  1st Platoon was i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h e  2d Platoon--we 
had a p o r t i o n  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We d i d  go i n t o  
a por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This 
was t h e  1st Platoon here ,  and t h e  2d Platoon was something 
l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  And, then  w e  swept--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  Would you mark numbers f o r  those 
l i n e s  t o  i n d i c a t e  1st and 2d Platoons? 

A.  A l l  r i g h t .  This  i s  1st here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And, 
t h i s  i s  2d here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We swept g e n e r a l l y  through 
t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The 2d Platoon c u t  t h i s  por t ion- - th i s  
was t h e  2d P l a t o o n ' s  a rea  running through t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you remember what your boundary was the re?  

A. We had no boundary, s ir .  But, I do know t h a t  we 
could s e e  some members of t h e  1st Platoon.  W e  became a l i t t l e  
o u t  of order  once w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  My pos i t ion-- I  
was about t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And, I r e c a l l  going over  t o  
t h i s  a r e a  two o r  t h r e e  t imes t o  t e l l  t h e  men t o  move on, 
because a p o r t i o n  of my pla toon had stopped o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies and were j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  So, I t o l d  them t o  move 
on through. And, some of t h e  men went around t h i s  a rea  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  'And, I bel ieve--I  f o r g e t  what squad was where 
now--I c a n ' t  say what squad was on t h e  r i g h t  and what was on 
t h e  l e f t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  I c a n ' t  remember. I know Lieutenant  
BROOKS was on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  formation. I n i t i a l l y ,  when we 
g o t  o f f ,  he and GARZA were t o g e t h e r ,  and GARZA began t o  sag  
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back. I r e c a l l  GARZA looking a t  me, and I asked him, "Was 
anybody h i t ? "  And, he waved back, no. And we kept  going. 
I was i n  t h i s  a rea ,  and we moved--I r e c a l l  coming over and 
going through t h i s  area--edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  he re  ( i n d i c a t -
t i n g ) .  I moved from t h i s  p o i n t ,  and I moved over t o  t h i s  
a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And I moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A.  And, t h e r e  I s a w  some people-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That would be i n  t h e  northwest  
corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  GARZA, a s  an aidman, f l o a t e d  around? 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a p r a c t i c e  f o r  an aidman. I t  was 
a p r a c t i c e  i f  a  man was h i t ,  I would go h e l p  him wi th  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I would t a k e  my map. I f  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  
was up forward, I would use my PRC-9 and t e l l  him what t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  was--how bad t h e  man was h i t ,  and t e l l  him what 
we were doing. A s  a r u l e ,  we would use our  bandages on him, 
and i f  he had t o  be evacuated, we would prepare  him t o  be 
evacuated . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  When you h i t  t h e  LZ d i d  you encounter  
any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  t h a t  time? Was it a h o t  LZ o r  a co ld  LZ? 

A.  #Mere was a l o t  of f i r i n g ,  s ir .  The f i r i n g ,  I 
w i l l  s ay ,  t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  coming i n  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  t h a t  
we had to--well ,  we wouldn't  have t r i e d  t o  seek cover any-
way, b u t  t h e r e  was no f i r e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we were t ak ing  
c a s u a l i t i e s ,  sir. Now, what w a s  very  in tens i f i ed - -a  l o t  of 
f i r i n g .  

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether t h e r e  was a f i r e  f i g h t  
going on, o r  it was a l l  f r i e n d l y  f i r e ?  

A .  Not from my p o s i t i o n ,  s i r .  I r e c a l l  running over  
he re  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  b u t  t h i s  was j u s t  t o  t h e  edge. T h e  
v i l l a g e  was so  arranged t h a t  you could become mingled i n  
t h e r e ,  and our  people were moving so  f a s t  through t h e r e  t h a t  
I c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  be s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was a f i r e  f i g h t .  

Q - A t  l e a s t ,  nobody was pinned down by h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  
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A. I saw no c a s u a l t i e s  on our  s i d e .  We encountered--
I c a n ' t  be s u r e  w e  encountered any incoming f i r e ;  i f  so ,  no-
body was h i t .  And we were a b l e  t o  cont inue t o  move. 

A. Well, you j u s t  go ahead and d e s c r i b e  t h e  movement 
of t h e  platoon.  

A ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  1 s t  Platoon continued t o  move on 
through. To know j u s t  where they  came ou t  over he re ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I do know t h a t  we came out--we c i r c l e d  around t h i s  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This p o r t i o n  of t h e  men 
swung i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . And, we 
then  moved o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y .  And, we 
he ld  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  over  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  was o u t  
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  o r  someplace, I be l i eve .  We j u s t  
wanted t o  hold up and t a l k  t o  t h e  o l d  man. Where t h e  1st 
Platoon was, I c a n ' t  say.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know where 
they  went. They moved on up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and we d i d n ' t  
have c o n t a c t  with them f o r  a l i t t l e  while  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Okay. Do you remember an i n c i d e n t  of gunships 
h i t t i n g  a couple of VC o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddie,  and word 
coming down t o  go o u t  and pick up t h e i r  weapons, o r  some-
t h i n g  of t h i s  na tu re?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  
na tu re .  I do r e c a l l  walking p a s t  a VC t h a t  was dead, l y i n g  
wi th  an M - 1  r i f l e ,  and we picked t h e  M - 1  r i f l e  up. We se-- -cured t h e  weapon, and we searched him. we took h i s  c i o t h e s  
off--he was dead. Somebody s h o t  him. And, he was ca r ry ing  
an M - 1 6  packet .  And, he had a Chicom grenade, I th ink .  
Anyway, I know we took a weapon o f f  him and a Chicom grenade 
and a packet.  

Q GARZA t e s t i f i e d  he re  and he t o l d  about  an i n c i d e n t  
l i k e  t h i s  i n  which he thought t h e  whole p la toon pu l l ed  ou t  
and went t o  a nearby hamlet. And, f i r s t  of a l l ,  they ran  
ac ross  a VC and picked up a weapon. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. And, then  they moved on u n t i l  they found some 
people.  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. L e t ' s  see.  When we l e f t  t h i s  a r e a  we he ld  up 
a l i t t l e  whi le ,  and then w e  moved on over t o  another--I 
b e l i e v e  we d i d  move t o  another  hamlet,  yes ,  s i r .  

(BUCHANON) 13 APP T-79 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Now, t h a t  l i t t l e  place--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I f o r g e t  where it is .  

Q. D i r e c t l y  nor th  of t h e  northwest co rne r  of My
Lai ( 4 ) .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay. 

I never d i d  know where t h a t  was, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  that--moving i n  t h e r e ?  What 
occurred a t  t h a t  p lace?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they began t o  round people up, sir. 
But, I t h i n k  t h a t  by t h e  time we g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e  o rde r  had 
come down t o  d o n ' t  shoot  any i n h a b i t a n t s  of the a rea .  I 
c a n ' t  be s u r e  about t h a t ,  though. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. 

Q Well, t h i s  f i t s  i n  wi th  GARZA's  testimony f a i r -
l y  we l l ,  al though t h e r e  were some events  t h a t  occurred be-
f o r e  t h e  o rde r  came down. I wish you would t h i n k  back and 
see  what you can remember about t h a t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  d i d  you 
go i n  with t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  p la toon i n t o  t h e  hamlet? 

A. I n  t h e  hamlet,  s i r ,  Lieutenant  BROOKS t o l d  me 
t o  move around. L e t ' s  s e e  now--he took t h e  main f o r c e  and 
went i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and rounded them up. So, I th ink  
I went o f f  t o  t h e  very edge of t h e  hamlet and began looking 
iii h o o t c h ~ s .  

Q - You and Lieutenant  BROOKS were both t h e r e ?  

Yes, sir. 

Q. The whole plztoon.  

A. The whole p la toon was i n  t h a t  a rea .  It  was cus-
tomary t h a t  I would j u s t  follow--we were never t o g e t h e r ,  
t h e  two of us .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I began t o  search  hootches.  

Q. Youad be on one f l a n k ,  and he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  sir. 

Q - And he would be up f r o n t ?  
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A .  He would be up f r o n t  and I would be behind. But 
usua l ly  when you g e t  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  you s o r t  of g e t  disorgan-
ized  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  would you t e l l  us about t h a t  l i t t l e  
a c t i o n ?  

A .  I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  I th ink  we began t o  search  
houses. I went up one a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and I was looking 
through t h e  t h i n g s  i n  one of t h e  houses. I s tayed the re .  I 
l e f t  t h a t  one and went t o  another  one and I t h i n k  I found 
a tunnel .  I went down t h e  tunnel  and was looking around t h e  
tunnel .  The people were coming up and searching  along wi th  
me. I could look and see  a man on t h a t  s i d e  going i n  t h e  
hootch and another  going i n  t h i s  s i d e  i n  a hootch ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. W e  have a r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  t h e  onse t  of t h e  p la toon 
i n  t h e  hamlet a number of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  were gathered 
toge the r .  The number i s  uncer t a in .  There might have- been 
seven o r  e i g h t ,  o r  t h e r e  might have been a s  many a s  15 o r  
16. They were assembled and s h o t  down. One testimony i s  
t h a t  a man f i r e d  a r i f l e  grenade i n  among them, and those  
t h a t  survived t h a t  were f i n i s h e d  o f f  wi th  M - 1 6 ' s .  Do you 
know about t h i s ?  Could you t e l l  us  about t h i s  inc iden t?  

A .  I wasn ' t  a t  t h a t  po in t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know who d i d  t h a t ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  say.  But I do know 
t h e r e  was one o r  two shoot ings i n  t h a t  a rea .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  
t h e  a c t u a l  shoot ing ,  because when I was over i n  t h i s  a rea  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That would be t h e  n o r t h  edge, on 
t h e  r i g h t .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  This  was t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  t h a t  
I w a s  i n .  I r e c a l l  hear ing  some shoot ing ,  b u t  a f t e r  a while 
you d o n ' t  t h ink- - i t  wasn ' t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  you. 

Q - Were you t o l d  of t h i s  l a t e r ?  

A. Well, I was a c t u a l l y  t o l d  when I went back down 
t o . t h e  a rea  and Lieutenant  BROOKS was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o ld  
man, and I j u s t  glanced over and saw some people l ay ing  
t h e r e .  I came down about middleways and I saw some people 
l ay ing  t h e r e .  Now, who was respons ib le  f o r  that--he never 
explained t h a t  t o  me, o r  what had happened. 
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Q What was Lieutenant  BROOKS g e t t i n g  over t h e  a i r  
about t h i s  t ime? 

A .  No more k i l l i n g .  Don't  k i l l  anybody, j u s t  ga the r  
them up. 

Who d i d  t h i s  come from? 

A .  H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MEDINA a t  t h a t  t ime,  
sir. 

Q. Thinking back, now, do you t h i n k  t h a t  you could 
f i x  a time t o  t h i s ?  This  i s  r a t h e r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  event ,  and 
we have been t r y i n g  t o  f i x  a time t h a t  t h i s  occurred.  I 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  it i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t .  You might do it i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  had happened a f t e r  t h i s ,  o r  t h e  time 
t h a t  had e lapsed  s i n c e  you--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' d  say t h a t  it was more than  an 
hour. 

Q. Afte r  your landing? 

A .  No, s i r .  I t  was more than  an hour a f t e r  we had 
gone through t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
had been moved over t h a t  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  It  had t o  be 
more than  an hour,  I ' m  s u r e ,  poss ib ly  longer  t h a n  t h a t .  But, 
I w i l l  say,  it was more t h a t  an hour. 

Q. How about t h e  l eng th  of time from when you h i t  
t h e  LZ? 

A. Poss ib ly  about--I 'd say about 3 hours ,  I would 
imagine. I would es t ima te  i t - - c a n ' t  be sure--1 '11 es t ima te  
3 hours. 

Q. What occurred a f t e r  you g o t  your o r d e r s  to--well ,  
do you remember what Lieutenant  BROOKS--exactly what words 
he passed? 

A. I had gone--I had been up t o  him one time--or near  
him and he y e l l e d  t o  me, "What d id  you f i n d , "  I s a i d ,  "Nothing." 
I t o l d  him t h e r e  was a  tunnel  down t h e r e .  H e  s a i d ,  "What's 
down i n  t h e r e ,  i s  anybody h id ing?"  I was checking it o u t  
and I came o u t  and s a i d  t h a t  I would check it again ,  so  I went 
back down t h e r e  and t h e  tunne l  l ed  down t o  another--some o l d  
c l o t h i n g  o r  something; I came back ou t .  He s a i d ,  "There 's  
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a h o s p i t a l  complex around here  somewhere." I s a y ,  "Okay," and 
then I came o u t ,  and t h a t ' s  when I saw tha t - - I  d o n ' t  know how 
many people there--and then he g o t  a t ransmiss ion  on t h e  r a d i o .  
I ' m  su re  it was coming from Captain MEDINA. H e  s a i d ,  "Any-
body e l s e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  round them up and hold them h e r e , "  
and t h a t ' s  i t ,  There were s e v e r a l  people--there were numer-
ous people rounded up. 

Q. Some of them t o l d  us  t h a t  they perhaps rounded 
up 50 people a f t e r  t h a t ,  bu t  they were turned loose  and 
moved o f f  i n  a--

COL FRANKLIN: ( In te rpos ing)  Southwesterly d i r e c t i o n .  

A.  Everybody was beginning t o  y e l l ,  "Di d i  mau, d i  d i  
mau," and they were looking, and walked away and every-
body s a i d ,  "Di d i  mau, d i  d i  mau!" 

What were t h e  ages and sexes  of t h i s  group?
" 

I 'd say  it was mixed, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know i f  they--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There were no mil i tary-aged males. 
They were o l d  men and t h e  women were o ld .  

Q. How about t h e  bodies  you saw, d i d  you g e t  an 
impression of what they--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  glanced a t  them, sir.  I 
d i d n ' t  even go over and take  a body count o r  look o r  any-
th ing .  I j u s t  took a g lance ,  and I d i d n ' t  go near  t,hem. 

Q Do you have any impression of how many t h e r e  
might have been? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  I took a g lance ,  be-
cause he y e l l e d  a t  me t o  g e t  back over t h e r e  and check t h e  
tunnel  complex, and I ran  back over t h e r e  t o  do t h a t .  

COL MILLER: Where was t h i s  tunnel  complex? A r e  you s t i l l  
t a l k i n g  about t h e  one--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  s ir .  I n  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  
here  t h e r e  was a tunne l  i n  one of houses,  and it went down 
i n t o  t h e  ground, and t h a t ' s  what he wanted checked o u t .  I 
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s t a r t e d  two times and someone s a i d  Lieutenant  BROOXS wants 
you--and r a n  up again and he t o l d  me t o  g e t  back down 
t h e r e  t o  check it o u t ,  so--

I 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  wanted t o  be s u r e  t h a t  
w e  are t a l k i n g  about t h a t  same v i l l a g e ,  

A. Right. 

MR WEST: Go ahead, Sergeant  BUCHANON, and t e l l  us what 
happened a f t e r  you l e f t  Binh Tay Subhamlet. 

A. Well, a f t e r  we l e f t  t h i s  subhamlet, sir, I 
b e l i e v e  we continued t o  opera te  i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y .  
I d o n ' t  even remember what hamlet,  but  I know we opera ted  
around i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day. 

Q- Did you go back i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  No, s ir .  W e  went--we d i d n ' t  go back again t o  
My Lai (4)--we d i d  n o t  go back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  That n i g h t  
w e  spent--we spen t  t h e  n i g h t  there--we l e f t  this a r e a ,  and 
I f o r g e t  where we went, bu t  we s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  n o t  very 
f a r  from My Lai  ( 4 )  . W e  s tayed  ou t  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q =  The information t h a t  we have i s  t h e  company
moved genera l ly  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  perhaps a l i t t l e  nor th  and 
m s t  1;sxith BJ4/3 x d  laagsrad  i n  &&-+u r a L  n igh t  near a grave-
yard o r  cemetery. I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
I understood t h a t  t h e  p la toon moved i n t o  a p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a l l y  a f t e r  the  landing ,  and I wish 
you would desc r ibe  t h a t  f o r  us. 

A. You're rei?err ing t o  t h e  2d Platoon,  sir? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Well, a s  I s a i d ,  t h e  2d Platoon d i d  go through
t h i s  p o r t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a s  t h e  a r e a  ind ica tes - - th i s  por-
tion--I 'm assuming th is  i s  j u s t  about t h e  a r e a  t h a t  they 
went, i n t o  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of the  v i l l a g e .  Now, what squad 
it w a s ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I do know t h a t  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  
squad was on t h e  extreme l e f t  s i d e .  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
was with t h i s  element t h a t  went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  A t  f i r s t  
he--the two of us w a s  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  he r an  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and 
I. r a n  t o  t h e  l e f t - - ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  northwest corner  of My L a i )  
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Q- I have read your previous s ta tement  a s  t o  what 
occurred i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I wish you would t e l l  us  again ,  i,f 
you remember now, j u s t  what t h e  members of t h e  p la toon d i d  
i n  t h i s  p a r t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  they moved i n ?  

A. Moving--I was moving behind them, s i r ,  and they 
were ahead of me, and I g e n e r a l l y  was opera t ing  from t h i s  
a r e a  over  i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d i d  g e t  through a por t ion  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l l  of t h e  people were ahead of  me. I 
saw people t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  and I c a n ' t  say who was re -
spons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  dea ths .  I do know, and I . c a n  say t h a t  
t h e  men who were on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of me had no t  been shoot-
ing. I r e c a l l  y e l l i n g  a t  those  people,  "Now, i f  you see  
anything ou t  t h e r e ,  d o n ' t  f i r e  un less  he f i r e s  back,"  and 
they  s a i d ,  "What?" And so  w e  continued t o  move through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I understand t h e  men who were over t h e r e ,  a c t u a l l y
i n  t h e  hamlet,  i n  t h e  t r e e s  and underbrush were a c t u a l l y  
f i r i n g  a s  they  moved. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. They very wel l  could have been, s ir .  

Q. You have previous ly  s t a t e d  t o  Colonel WILSON, I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  men began t o  open up on anybody they  saw--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h i s  was--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  They s h o t  a t  hogs and animals,  
people--anybody? 

A. Right ,  sir .  This was t h e s e  people i n  t h i s  a rea  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and we kep t  y e l l i n g ,  "Don't f i r e  unless  
you have something. " 

Q - I take  it though, it was t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  
i s  what they  were supposed t o  do? 

A. F i r e  on animals? 

Q.. Well, animals,  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  people? 

A. A s  they  were moving i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  was 
f i r i n g .  
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Q Were these  t h e  o rde r s  t o  shoot  anybody o r  any-
th ing  t h a t  moved? This i s  what I want t o  g e t  c l ea red  up. 
Now, t h e  men were opera t ing  and what they understood t h e i r  
mission t o . b e  a s  they moved i n  and what they  d i d  pursuant  
t o  orders .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  o rde r s  were t o  des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  
and during t h e  opera t ion  he d i d  mention shoot  t h e  hogs and 
whatnot. So t h e  firing--my people up i n  t h i s  area--I d i d n ' t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e e  any man shoot  anything. Hogs, c i v i l i a n s ,  
and i n h a b i t a n t s  were dead when I came through--I c a n ' t  say 
who d id  it, and I do say t h e  men were aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
they were t o  shoo t  hogs and cows and whatnot. They were 
f i r i n g  up i n  t h i s  a rea .  

' Q - Were they shoot ing  any Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  t h a t  
they came ac ross?  

A. Well, they were f i r i n g  and moving, s i r ,  from 
where I w a s ,  when I moved back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  they  were 
continuing t o  f i r e .  I saw no man a c t u a l l y  f i r e - - t h e  term 
" f i r e  as you gow--cer ta in ly  a man i s  n o t  going t o  j u s t  
cont inue t o  f i r e  and f i r e  i f  he d o e s n ' t  s e e  anything. 
There was f i r i n g  i n  the  a r e a  and when I g o t  through t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  was hogs dead, c i v i l i a n s  dead. I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  
W ~ Ghad Zone t h i s .  

Q - How many dead Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  d i d  you see 
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  The northwest 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  tak.e a count. W e  
were moving p r e t t y  rapidly--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I understand. 

A. I d i d n ' t  take  a count,  b u t  t h e r e  were some the re .  

Q- Could you es t ima te  the number and t e l l  us whether 
they were men, women, and c h i l d r e n  and what age they were? 

Q. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  even begin t o  estimate--as I 
say on t h e  l e f t  s ide--I  can only say a few. I t  wasn ' t  an 
outs tanding number, b u t  t h e r e  were some l y i n g  on t h e  s teps--
the  ground--a few i n  this a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  when w e  
passed through. 
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Q- Did t h e  platoon r e c e i v e  any c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s ir ,  no c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q The e n t i r e  morning? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  t h a t  morning i n  My La i  ( 4 )  by 
any o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. You mean a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was over ,  s i r ?  

Q. O r  dufing i t ?  

A. here were s e v e r a l  people t h a t  I d i d n ' t  recog-
n i z e  with t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who they were. 

Q We understand that--with Captain J!4EDINA, t h e r e  
was a Lieutenant  J O H N S O N ,  an M I  l i e u t e n a n t .  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q- And some o t h e r s  wi th  him. What I am th inking  about 
i s ,  d id  anybody come i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  v i s i t ,  e i t h e r  during 
t h e  opera t ion  o r  r i g h t  a f te rwards ,  t h a t  morning? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  be su re ;  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  anybody come i n .  There were some h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
b u t  whether one landed and anybody was confe r r ing  w i t h  anybody, 
I c a n ' t  be  sure  of that. 

Q Did you hear  about a h e l i c o p t e r  landing ,  s o r t  of 
l a t e  i n  t h e  morning near t h e  1st  Platoon a r e a ,  and a p i l o t  
t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY? Did you hear  about  t h a t  in-
c i d e n t ?  

A. I heard about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  
hearsay and I--I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I d id  hear  about t h e  in-
c iden t .  This  was a f t e r  we were back a t  Dot t i e .  However, 
when I heard about it. 

Q. ' What d i d  you hear  about i t ?  
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A. I heard t h a t  a chopper had landed and t h a t  he 
had stopped--had landed and had observed t h e  opera t ion ,  and 
I understand t h a t  he and Lieutenant  CALLEY had some type 
of meeting. I d o n ' t  know j u s t  how s e r i o u s  it w a s ,  and I 
heard--I j u s t  overheard it. 

Q. Did you h e a r  what it w a s  about? What he d id?  
Why t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  d i d  this? 

A. No, sir.  They were t a l k i n g  about the--they 
d i d n ' t  say  why it was done o r  anything. They s a i d  t h a t  
they were t a l k i n g  o r  something. 

Q - How long were you i n  Char l i e  Company, Sergeant
BUCHANON? 

A. I was i n  Char l i e  Company from t h e  1st of Decem-
b e r ,  1967 u n t i l  4 J u l y  1968. 

Q - Then you were wi th  Char l i e  Company when it came 
from Hawaii t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you g e t  t o  know Captain MEDIMA? 

A. W e l l ,  Captain MEDINA and I g o t  t o  know each o t h e r  
very w e l l  because a t  Hawaii, f o r  a long t ime,  t h e r e  w e r e  no 
of F i c e r s  i n  t h e  company. I j u s t  had the  26  Fla toon myseif. 
I n  f a c t ,  when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was only one pla-
toon i n  t h e  company. The b a t t a l i o n  was j u s t  i n  t h e  process  
of forming, and we were t r a i n i n g  up i n  t h e  Kahuku--jungle 
t r a i n i n g .  I b e l i e v e  I i n h e r i t e d ,  when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  
seven o r  e i g h t  men. They were a l l  b o r d e r l i n e  cases  and t h a t  
the--I th ink  Sergean" F i r s t  Class VAZQUEZ was the 1st Platoon 
se rgean t  and p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  time. A l l  t h e  men they 
d i d n ' t  want, they had formed a l i t t l e  p la toon u p s t a i r s  and 
they were i n  t h e  process  of forming t h e  2d Pla toon,  and upon 
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  I i n h e r i t e d  these  seven men. They were d i s -
c i p l i n a r y  problems somewhat, some of them, and t h i s  i s  what 
I s t a r t e d  t o  work with.  P e r i o d i c a l l y  they would g e t  DR's- -
g e t  involved i n  inc iden t s .  I would have t o  go down t o  t h e  
o rde r ly  room wi th  t h e  men, and I g o t  t o  know Captain MEDINA 
q u i t e  w e l l ,  sir. 

Q- Did these  men wind up i n  your p la toon?  
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A .  No, sir.  None of t h e s e  men a c t u a l l y  deployed t o  
Vietnam. Three of t h e  men w e r e  Vietnamese r e t u r n e e s  a l r e a d y ,  
and of  t h e  seven men only one went back w i t h  m e .  Some of  
t h e s e  men were s e n t  t o  b e l t a  Company, t h a t  w a s  formed la ter .  
A s  w e  were growing nea r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  t ime t h e y  formed a 
De l t a  Company, and t h e  remainder of t h e s e  men went t o  D e l t a  
Company, and then  I i n h e r i t e d  a new c rop  of men from t h e  
S t a t e s  t o  beg in  i n  a new phase of t r a i n i n g .  

Q* If you know, Sergeant  BUCHANON, could you g i v e  
u s  your  op in ion  as t o  whether Cap ta in  MEDINA had c o n t r o l  
of h i s  company t h a t  morning i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  W e  have had 
some tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h i n g s  g o t  o u t  of  c o n t r o l  
somewhat. Colonel  BARKER made such a remark and o t h e r s  
w e r e  under t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h i n g s  g o t  somewhat o u t  
of hand and t h a t  t h i s  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of V i e t -
namese c i v i l i a n s  which took p l a c e  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  
morning. 

A. I can  say  t h a t  I f e e l  t h e  2d P la toon  was i n t a c t ,  
g e n e r a l l y .  I w i l l  admit  t h a t  once you g e t  i n t o  a hamlet  com-
p l e x  t h a t  you might  g e t  o u t  of  p o s i t i o n ,  I might s ay .  That  
is ,  everyone i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  on l i n e ,  because you are going 
from house t o  house. The men on t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t  s i d e  of 
my format ion  w a s  responding,  and as I s a y ,  we--these men 
were w a i t i n g  h e r e  j u s t  momentarily u n t i l  I went back and 
t o l d  them t o  move on over h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  By t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  r i g h t  e lement  had gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I came down 
t h e  road  and back around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and a s  w e  g o t  
o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  marry up and g e t  back 
i n  format ion.  So, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I would 
s a y  t h a t  c o n t r o l  w a s  mainta ined a s  f a r  as t h e  2d P la toon  
i s  concerned.  I can ' t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Capta in  MEDINA was i n  r a d i o  con-
t a c t  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS, I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  w a s .  

Q- You remember t h e  name of  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS' r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r ?  

For t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. H i s  name was FIELDS, Dean FIELDS. 

Q- Did he have more than  one o r  j u s t  t h e  one? 

A. H e  j u s t  had t h i s  one, t h a t ' s  a l l .  Also, we 
had JOLLY who was t h e  forward observer ,  and I b e l i e v e  
JOLLY c a r r i e d  h i s  own r a d i o ,  t h a t  day, I ' m  no t  sure .  

Q. H e  was t h e  forward observer  f o r  t h e  mortar p la-  
toon? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  BUCHANON, how much of t h i s  i n  your 
own mind--I'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  people who j u s t  s t a r t e d  
shoot ing when they  go t  o f f  t h e  choppers and j u s t  keep 
shoot ing,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  1st Platoon,  and p a r t  of your 
platoon. Do you a t t r i b u t e  it t o  Captain M E D I N A ' s  pep 
t a l k  o r  b r i e f i n g  o r  what ever  you want t o  c a l l  i t ?  

A.  Is t h i s  an opinion ques t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes, t h a t ' s  an opinion ques t ion .  

A .  I d o n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  any of t h i s  t o  Captain MEDINA's  
t r a i n i n g .  I a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  t o  p r i o r  t ra in ing-- the  man knows 
t h a t  t h e  law of surv iva l - - i f  you h i t  an LZ and t h e  LZ i s  as-
sumed "hot" y o u ' r e  gonna move, and genera l iy  a s o i d i e r ,  when 
he  g e t s  o f f  a chopper, f i r s t  of a l l  he has  t o  marry wi th  h i s  
platoon.  You d o n ' t  j u s t  s t a r t  shoot ing  t h e  minute you l eave  
t h e  door. I ' m  s u r e  you--it i s  understandable,  and once you 
marry-up wi th  t h e  p la toon you organize,  which d o e s n ' t  t a k e  
t o o  long and then  i f  need be ,  t h e  shoot ing s t a r t s .  I d o n ' t  
a t t r i b u t e  any of t h i s  shoot ing  t o  Captain M E D I N A ' s  pep t a l k .  
I j u s t  a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o  p r i o r  t r a i n i n g  and from experience 
o r  l e s sons  learned  from p r i o r  opera t ions ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay. W e l l ,  you ' r e  going t o  be outnumbered; t h e r e  
i s  a VC b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e r e ;  you ' r e  landing r i g h t  next  t o  
them. C e r t a i n l y  you ' re  going t o  t r y  t o  g e t  f i r e  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  
a s  you say-- 

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. Now, l a t e r  on and somewhere along t h e  l i n e  
t h e s e  people,  o r  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  r e a l i z e  t h a t  they were n o t  g e t t i n g  
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r e t u r n  f i r e  and t h i s  VC b a t t a l i o n  wasn ' t  there--I  d o n ' t  know, 
5 minutes o r  10 minutes o r  15. A t  t h i s  t ime,  a t  l e a s t  some 
of t h e  o t h e r  p la toons- - there ' s  no ques t ion  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
was p r e t t y  premeditated.  People were rounded up and moved 
t o  a r e a s  and k i l l e d .  T h i s  type of t h i n g ,  do you a t t r i b u t e  
t h i s  i n  anyway t o  Captain MEDINA's  s ta tement  t o  des t roy  a l l  ' 
i n h a b i t a n t s ?  This  c a l l s  f o r  an opinion.  

A. Well, my opinion--here aga in ,  s i r ,  I would go 
back t o  my--I never look on an American s o l d i e r  a s  t h a t  
type  of i n d i v i d u a l .  I do look on--I do look upon a s o l d i e r  
a s  a man who p r o f i t s  by l e s sons  learned .  Not t o  evade your 
ques t ion  i n  any manner, I would say t h a t  t h e s e  men weren ' t  
new t o  t h i s  game. They have done t h i s  s e v e r a l  t imes  be fo re  
and they  h i t  a few "hot"  L Z ' s  and once--we soon learned  
t h a t  once we departed a chopper we should marry up with 
o u t  u n i t ,  g e t  organized and move. We l e f t  LZ D o t t i e  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  w e  would probably be outnumbered two t o  one, 
t h a t '  t r u e .  But I d o n ' t  t h ink  a s o l d i e r  begins  t o  f i r e  
u n t i l  he r e c e i v e s  some oppos i t ion .  You say f i r e  super-
o r i t y ,  i t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  when my men moved i n t o  t h i s  a rea  
t h e r e  was some f i r i n g ,  and:Lieutenant BROOKS and I se-
pa ra ted  and he went with t h i s  c l o s e  element and I went 
wi th  t h i s  o t h e r  element. I t  w a s  pre-planned. We always 
do t h a t .  There was some f i r i n g ,  and t h i s  was probably 
because they  saw some animals o r  something up i n  t h e r e  
and they began t o  f i r e .  A s  I s a i d  t o  M r .  WEST, I could 
never a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o  a pep t a l k ,  because t h e s e  men 
weren ' t  new a t  t h e  game. They'd done t h i s  be fo re .  
They had seen dea th ,  they had seen men d i e  much e a r l i e r  
than  t h a t .  We l o s t  men--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, b u t  somewhere along t h e  
l i n e  t h e r e  were women and old men and c h i l d r e n  and they 
were n o t  t h e  48th VC Ba t t a l ion .  They may have been 
sympathizers and suppor te r s ,  b u t  somewhere along t h e  
l i n e  t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  must have r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  was no 
oppos i t ion .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t --sure you k i l l e d  
hogs and water b u f f a l o  and burned t h e  hootches down, 
t h a t ' s  what you were t o l d  t o  do. 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an idea  of t h e  thought i n ,  
these  guys heads. Why, a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  per iod  of t ime, they  
j u s t  kept  shoot ing up t h i s  hamlet? Why would they  do t h a t ?  
You say  t h e s e  a r e  bat t le-hardened s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Why d i d  they  do t h a t ?  There wasn ' t  anybody t h a t  
s h o t  a t  them up there--you d o n ' t  know, you j u s t  came by and 
you j u s t  saw it done? Why d i d  t h i s  happen? 

A. I c a n ' t  say,  sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  pep 
talk--now t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b l i t y  t h a t  it might have a f f e c t e d  
some of t h e  people,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a man 
would do t h a t  j u s t  f o r  a l i t t l e  pep t a l k .  

Q. Okay; l e t s  change t h e  words "pep t a l k .  " Let 's 
change it t o  o rde r ,  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

A.  Maybe wi th  t h e  order  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  
t h a t  might--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That 's what was s a i d ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what was s a i d  i n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n :  t o  
des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  sir.  

--
Q. Yes. wnen you ianded, d i d  you come i n  on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ?  The l ead  element of t h e  2d Platoon o r  d i d  you 
come--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was i n  one of t h e  l a t t e r  s h i p s ,  sir. 

Q. L a t t e r ?  

A .  Well, I th ink  we a l l - - t h i s  was a 100 percent  
l i f t  I be l i eve .  

Q Now you had nine s l i c k s ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. You had a seven o r  s i x ,  e i g h t  ACL. Your l a s t  
t h r e e  you had a s i x  i n  it. The 1st Platoon was on t h e r e  
and a l s o  I th ink  t h e  command group. So I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  
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2d Platoon--I th ink  t h e  2d Platoon may have been s p l i t  
between t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and t h e  second l i f t .  You probably 
came i n  on t h e  second l i f t  i n  t h a t  case .  Did you no t  come 
i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. I believe--I 'm n o t  s u r e  what happened. 
I know when I g o t  t h e r e ,  th ings  were a l ready forming--the 
p la toons  were a l r eady  beginning t o  marry up--so I r e c a l l  
running ac ross  t h e  f i e l d  and I f e l l  i n  a ho le ,  I remember 
t h a t ,  and my weapon flew of f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and I snatched h e r  
up and checked h e r  t o  see i f  it was a l l  r i g h t .  I moved 
over t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  looking f o r  
my people. The shoot ing had a l r eady  s t a r t e d  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q The shoot ing had a l ready s t a r t e d  when you g o t  
i n ?  Was t h e r e . a n y t h i n g  i n  your p lan  t o  wa i t  f o r  t h e  3d 
Platoon and t h e  mortars  t o  come i n  o r  were you j u s t ,  t h e  
1st and 2d t o  move o u t  when they go t  t h e r e ?  What was 
t h e  p lan?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, move o u t  a f t e r  
you h i t  t h e  LZ. Wait f o r  nobody. 

Q Y e s .  This i s  t h e  f i r s t  time I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
2d Platoon never even g o t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  t h i s  p a r t  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  What was t n e  purpose of g e t t i n g  o u t  here  i n  
t h i s  open a rea?  This i s  a f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n  here?  

A.  Well, now, I t h i n k  they probably over extended, 
sir.  T h a t ' s  one of t h e  reasons it could have happened. Some 
of our  men were ou t  i n  t h i s  open a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  he re  and 
j u s t  s a t  there--we were--the p r i o r  planning had us  s p l i t  it--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  S p l i t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  The 1st Platoon had over extended 
apparent ly .  

S p l i t  o f f  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  because we were o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  here .  

Q e  Did t h a t  seem s o r t  of s t r a n g e  t o  you a t  t h e  time? 
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Do you r e c a l l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you wanted t o  s o r t  of s l i d e  o f f  
t o  your r i g h t  o r  t o  t h e  south o r  just--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well; s i r ,  we continued t o  move 
back i n  towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  I s a i d ,  I had t h e s e  people 
move i n  and move on around i n  t h i s  a rea  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
then we began t o  p e e l  o f f  and go over t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
We j u s t  moved slowly through t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I t  d i d n ' t  seem--this happens on t h e s e  L Z ' s  p l e n t y  of t i m e s ,  
bu t  we t r y  whenever poss ib le  t o  g e t  back i n  propor t ion ,  as 
was planned. This  i s  one of t h e  cases  where it d i d n ' t  ac-
t u a l l y  happen. A s  I s a i d ,  some of my people d i d  go i n  t o  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Well, t h a t  p o r t i o n ,  which is  t h e  northwest  por-
t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was t h a t  t h e  only port ion,  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon g o t  i n t o ?  I n t o  t h e  hamlet? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, i f  anybody went up 
i n  t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. I d o n ' t  know anything about it. 

Q So you had maybe one squad t h a t  swept through 
a p o r t i o n  of t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  and then t h e  r e s t  of 
the  platoon was e i t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th  i n  t h e  open a r e a  o r  t o  
t h e  small  hamlet t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. We had t w o  squads here (inGicating-j . The squads 
a r e  very small  and we had about approximately,  about  one 
squad and one-half. I c a n ' t  be su re  of t h e  number of men 
t h a t  went throught  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I .do know t h a t  a por t ion  
of our  p la toon went through t h e  i e f t  po r t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Numerically, I c o u l d n ' t  say s p e c i f i c a l l y  10 men went through 
o r  15 men went through, because I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did you have t h r e e  r i f l e  squads then? 

A.  We had t h r e e  small  r i f l e  squads, s i r .  

Q- And t h e  machineguns were what? 
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A. We had two machineguns. 

Q* They were broken down into-- 

A. ( In terpos ing)  Right,  s ir .  We had one o u t  h e r e  
on t h e  l e f t  and one an t h e  r i g h t .  

Q- Did you s e e  JOLLY much on t h i s  opera t ion?  You 

r e c a l l  see ing  him? 


A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  J O L L Y ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him too  much. 
JOLLY was an ind iv idua l  who was a mischievous type of i n d i v i d u a l  
and he was always everywhere. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  JOLLY 
u n t i l  we swung o u t  from over he re  (indicating)--swung over 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and he was t a l k i n g  t o  somebody. I t o l d  him 
"Let ' s  go,"  and he gave me some gab and I t o l d  him, "Let ' s  
g e t  t h e  h e l l  over  here-- they ' re  moving over  t h i s  way," , 

and he was mumbling something, I d o n ' t  know what. I r e c a l l  
saying ,  "What d id  you say?" He s a i d ,  "It d o e s n ' t  mat te r ,  
anyway. " 

Q- You ever  r e c a l 1 , h e a r i n g  anything about JOLLY 
being involved i n  some kind of rape i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  i n  
one of t h e s e  two hamlets? 

A. i-0, sir. 

Q- You never heard t h a t ?  

A. I never heard t h a t .  

Q. I n  your  opinion was JOLLY t h e  k ind  of man who 
would rape  a Vietnamese woman? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  JOLLY was an 
i n t e l l i g e n t  man and--he was very i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  he would do t h a t .  He wasn ' t  t h e  type of ind iv idua l  
t h a t  would g i v e  t roub le ;  i n  f a c t ,  he was genera l ly  i n  t h e  
p la toon,  wi th  me, a peace maker, and it would be hard f o r  me 
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he would do t h a t .  He never t a l k e d  about 
something l i k e  t h a t  o r  anything of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  and it 
would be p r e t t y  hard  f o r  me t o  say t h a t  about him. 

Q. A f t e r  you moved up t o  t h i s  hamlet, up i n  t h e  
nor th ,  where d i d  you come back? You j u s t  t r a c e d  your r o u t e  
t h e r e  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photo, when you l e f t  t h e  hamlet he re  
t o  t h e  nor th?  
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Q. The r e p o r t s  vary.  One r e p o r t  is  t h a t  9 0  people 
were assembled a t  a  bunker--men , women, and children--and 
then  they were s h o t  down. We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  
t h i s  is  an accura te  s ta tement .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any goss ip  

about it, do you? 


A .  T h a t ' s  one s ta tement  a c t u a l l y  I b e l i e v e  I missed. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  hear ing  t h a t .  

Q- The hamlet t h a t  has  been mentioned i s  Co Luy. It  
is  our  understanding t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  cont inued,  a s  f a r  a s  
Char l i e  Company i s  concerned, through t h e  17th and 18th ,  and 
then  t h e  company was l i f t e d  ou t  t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  18th and 
taken back t o  Task Force Dot t i e .  Is t h i s  t h e  way you r e c a l l  
it? 

Y e s  sir,  we--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I wanted t o  ask you, before  we 
g e t  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  do you remember anything d e f i n i t e  t h a t  
occurred during those  2 days? 

A .  You mean between t h e  time a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  
ope ra t ion  and t h e  p a t r o l l i n g  of t h i s  a r e a  ( ind ica t - ing), 
t h e  a rea  t h a t  we went--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where t h a t  was. No, 
nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  happened those  2 days. The men seemed 
average and we j u s t  continued t h i s  small  ope ra t ion .  We held 
up a long t i m e  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Our information i s  t h a t  t h e  next  
day on t h e  17 th ,  Char l ie  Company moved south.  The 1st Platoon 
went up on H i l l  85 and then-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
now, yes ,  s ir .  

Q. Afte r  t h a t  t h e  company moved south down through 
My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1.)and down t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  
Song T r a  Khuc River where they captured  a couple of VC and 
a nurse.  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  
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Q And moved back t o  t h e  nor th  and laagered  i n  f o r  
t h e  n igh t .  We a l s o  understand,  a s  t h e  company moved through 
some of t h e s e  hamlets,  they encountered no VC r e s i s t a n c e  a t  
a l l  and two o r  more of t h e s e  hamlets were burned. Do you 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  This  was a f t e r  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. I know we burned some hamlets p r i o r  t o  t h e  My 
Lai  a f f a i r ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  My La i  a f f a i r  it could have 
happened, b u t  I probably j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Anything i n  those  2 days t h a t  s t ands  o u t  i n  
your mind, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A .  ~ o t h i n g ,o t h e r  than t h e  k i d  MEADLO l o s i n g  h i s  
l eg ;  Other t h a t  tha t - - the  only t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  f a r  
a s  I can s e e ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  going back t o  LZ ~ o t t i ewhen t h e  
company was l i f t e d  o u t ?  I ' m  th inking  p a r t i c u l a r l y  about  when 
you landed and were met by Colonel HENDERSON. He t a l k e d  t o  
a group of t h e  men and you were included? 

A.  Right ,  sir.  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON'S exac t  words 
when he t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men? 

A. He was a c t u a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  group, 
n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  me--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I understand-- . . 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, he s a i d  "You're back o f f  
t h i s  opera t ion .  Do you th ink  t h e  VC w i l l  be  happy with t h i s  
opera t ion?"  And he s a i d ,  "Do you th ink  it w i l l  l eave  t h e  
impression that when t h e y  see t h e  American s o l d i e r  they  
w i l l  say,  'Here comes my buddy, he is  he re  t o  h e l p  me," 
and he looked a t  me and s a i d ,  "What do you t h i n k ,  sergeant?"  
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I s a i d ,  " I  have no comment, s ir ." T h a t ' s  a l l  I s a i d .  I 
d i d n ' t  say anything e l s e .  He s a i d ,  "Well, while  we a r e  
over he re ,  we a r e  here  t o  make a good impression." He 
s a i d ,  "We're h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  people from t h e  e v i l s  of 
communism," and he s a i d ,  "I want t h a t  known," o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  He d i d n ' t  ask any f u r t h e r  ques t ions  from 
me. He d i d n ' t  ask me why I d i d n ' t  have no comment, o r  any-
th ing .  I d idn '  t know what t o  say ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q Did he d i r e c t  any ques t ions  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r
man? 

A .  No, s ir .  He was j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  group and 
he--I d o n ' t  know. He s ing led  me o u t  and s a i d ,  "What do you 
th ink ,  se rgean t?"  I d o n ' t  know i f  he even knew my name 
o r  n o t ;  he probably d i d n ' t .  I s a i d ,  " I  have no comment, 
s i r . "  I d i d n ' t  understand t h e  ques t ion .  I d i d n ' t  under-
s tand why he would s i n g l e  me o u t ,  anyway. 

Q. We have had some d i f f e r i n g  testimony a s  t o  j u s t
what he  - sa id .  Colonel HENDERSON has been he re  t o  t a l k  t o  
us two o r  t h r e e  t imes.  A s .  .I remember what he s a i d ,  h i s  r e -
c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  he had asked something concerning whether 
c i v i l i a n s  noncombatants had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  An-
o t h e r  wi tness  s a i d  t h a t  he  asked t h e  group i f  anything o u t  
of t h e  o rd ina ry  happened i n  t h e  hamlets;  h i s  r e c o i i e c t i o n  
was t h a t  he  asked something t r i c k y .  In  o t h e r  words, it was 
n o t  a d i r e c t  ques t ion?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him saying anything about non-
combatants, e i t h e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him using t h e  words, 
"Anything ou t  of t h e  o rd ina ry , "  b u t  I do s p e c i f i c a l l y  re -
member him saying  t h a t ,  "Did we conduct ourse lves  so t h a t  
t h e  Vietnamese people would say ,  when you come by, here  
comes our  f r i e n d s ,  they a r e  going t o  he lp  us ."  That I 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember, because t h a t ' s  been i n  my mind s i n c e  
a l l  t h i s  has  been--being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I s a i d ,  "I have 
no comment, s i r , "  a t  t h e  t ime,  because I th ink  I h u r t  my 
back g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  chopper o r  something, and it was 
s t i l l  hur t ing .  I was anxious t o  g e t  t o  t h e  medic t o  g e t  
some medical a i d .  I f  he had stopped and s a i d ,  "Well, why 
d o n ' t  you have a comment, sergeant?" ,  then probably I 
would have had t o  say something else. He s a i d ,  "Okay, 
you men move on down." 
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Q Had you heard ,  by t h i s  t ime, t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway a s  t o  what happened i n  My Lai 
( 4 )  t h a t  morning of 1 6  March? 

A .  .Yes, s ir .  I heard t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I t  was from a Lieutenant  JENSEN, who had been a p a r t  of 
t h e  company. He came down and he s a i d ,  he  t o l d  me--I d o n ' t  
know, he would always have something t o  say t o  t h e  guys--I 
guess it was morale boos ter  o r  something. H e  l a t e r  became 
our company commander. He s a i d ,  "I b e l i e v e  t h i s  t h i n g  might 
be inves t iga ted . "  He used t o  c a l l  m e  "Sergeant B." Tha t ' s  
t h e  way I g o t  t h e  word--he s a i d ,  " I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  t h i n g  
might be i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  

Q What was he t a l k i n g  about? 

A.  The opera t ion  i t s e l f .  

Q- Well, what was t h e  reason f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  say ,  s ir .  He j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
a bad move o r  something. T h a t ' s  t h e  impression I got .  

Q Did you understand what he was t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Poss ib ly ,  I say--well, because t h e r e  had been--the 
rumor was--there had been a Lot of k i i i i n g s .  1 had seen 
some of them myself. Although I c o u l d n ' t  say s p e c i f i c a l l y  
how it was done, I knew t h e  bodies  were t h e r e .  

Q. U p  t o  t h a t  time what had been t h e  t a l k  i n  t h e  
company? A couple of days had passed s i n c e  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  a t  
t h a t  t ime, and I guess everybody had had a chance t o  look 
back over it and t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t .  What d i d  you under-
s t and  a t  t h a t  time had happened? 

A.  Well, t h e  t h i n g  is ,  s i r ,  a s  a r u l e ,  p r i v a t e s  
d o n ' t  t a l k  much t o  noncoms. They g e t  o f f  i n  l i t t l e  groups 
and talk and i f  they s e e  us coming t h e y ' l l  q u i t  and--I 
can walk up t o  a group and they won't say a word. Maybe 
t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  about me--I'm an s.0.b. maybe--they won't  
ta lk- - i f  I go away t h e y ' l l  t a l k .  The only way he i s  going 
t o  g e t  one t o  t a l k  i s  t o  t ake  him o f f ,  s i t  him down--

(BUCHANON ) 3 4  APP T-79 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Hadn't you had a chance t o  t a l k  

with Sergeant COWAN and Sergeant LOPEZ, t h e  o t h e r  platoon 

se rgean t s ,  by t h i s  t ime, about what had gone on? 


A,  We--that's another thing. O n  D o t t i e  it was 
so  s i t u a t e d  t h a t  everyday we had a d e t a i l  somewhere--I 
had a d e t a i l  somewhere. I t  wasn ' t  a mat ter  of j u s t  loa f ing .  
We r a r e l y  saw each o the r  and a t  n i g h t  you ' r e  r e spons ib le  f o r  
your own people,  and a s  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  toge the r  and c h a t t i n g  
t h a t ' s  something t h a t  was r a r e l y  done. That i s ,  among t h e  
platoon s e r g e a n t s ,  because I was over i n  one a r e a  and he was 
i n  one a rea  and then Sergeant COWAN. We had our a r e a s  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h e r e  was always a chance t h a t  they would 
h i t  D o t t i e ,  because it was i n  a very open a r e a ,  so  I was con-
cerned g e n e r a l l y  wi th  s e c u r i t y  a t  n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  a l s o  when 
I would i s s u e  t h e  beer  t o  my men and they  would consumed 
t h e i r  beer  and go down i n  t h e  bunkers and t h a t ' s  it. Then I 
had t o  se rve  r a d i o  watch with JOLLY and myself. We had t o  
,have a 24 hours r a d i o  a t  every n i g h t ,  so  I ' d  t a k e  t h e  l a s t  
s h i f t .  Usually I would ge t  some s h u t  eye between about 8 
and 11 and then  I--we would have s tand-to about 0400  i n  
t h e  morning and everybody would g e t  up and observe down range 
and s o  we d i d n ' t  do much s o c i a l i z i n g ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q. But you had heard t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
k i l l i n g s - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I had heard t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some unnecessary k i l l i n g s  going on. Of course,  i n  any 
army, a s  i n  any o t h e r  p lace ,  you hear  a l o t  of rumors 
and I ' v e  learned  over t h e  yea r s  t o  n o t  t r y  t o  eva lua te  
them and n o t  l e t  them a f f e c t  me u n t i l  I go t  t h e  t r u t h .  

Q. Did anybody ever come and t a l k  t o  you about 
My La i  ( 4 )  and say t h a t  h e  was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it, and ask 
ques t ions?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember Captain MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  
company t o g e t h e r  a f te rwards  and saying t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on, and it was b e s t  no t  t o  goss ip  
o r  t a l k  among yourselves about what happened a t  My Lai  
( 4 )  t h a t  morning u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was completed? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q Would you t e l l  us e x a c t l y  what Captain MEDINA 
s a i d  t h a t  morning, a s  b e s t  a s  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. .I b e l i e v e  he assembled t h e  men again and f i r s t ,  
he t o l d  us t h a t  a s  a u n i t  we were doing a good job, and t h a t  
he be l ieved t h a t  the My Lai opera t ion  was going t o  be i n v e s t i -
ga ted ,  o r  something of t h i s  na tu re ,  and he s a i d ,  " I f  somebody 
should come around asking  ques t ions  r e f e r  them t o  t h e  CP. 
There i s  no p o i n t  f o r  you t o  g ive  your concept ,"  t h e  e x a c t  
words, I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q. Were you su rp r i sed  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was t e r -
minated on t h e  t h i r d  day and you went back t o  D o t t i e  when 
you did? 

A. You say  su rp r i sed?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, s ir ,  I wasn ' t  su rp r i sed .  I n  f a c t  I was g lad ,  
because I d i d n ' t  mind s t a y i n g  a t  Dot t ie .  I t  was p r e t t y  q u i e t ,  
and, because a s  a r u l e ,  when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  would go o u t  you 
never s p e c i f i c a l l y  knew when you was coming back. I d i d n ' t  
ques t ion  it. I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody thought about  it--

2 .  (~~~t-~-~~~i~~; I askes because -w-eve had saEc 
testimony from people who were su rp r i sed  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  
d i d n ' t  l a s t  longer .  They thought it was going t o  l a s t  longer .  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  because they have been i n ' t h e  h a b i t  
of doing t h a t .  When they  terminated it c e r t a i n l y  I was happy, 
because I wanted t o  go back. 

Q Apart from Captain M E D I N A ' s  t a l k  wi th  t h e  company 
about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d  anybody e l s e  ever  say anything 
about keeping q u i e t  about what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir; no t  while  I was p resen t .  

Q - And nobody ever  quest ioned you about  what happened? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. I mean while  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. While I was i n  Vietnam, sir.  

Q I n  genera l ,  what was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of the  men i n  
Char l i e  Company towards t h e  Vietnamese people? Did they g e t  
a long with them? Did they r e s e n t  them? Did they  look down 
on them? What was t h e  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I ' d  say t h e  a t t i t u d e  was genera l ly  good. We 
s tayed a t  D o t t i e  a long time. Well, n o t  a long time, b u t  
we were t h e r e  q u i t e  f requent ly .  I th ink  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
was good. The men would go down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and buy 
l i t t l e  g i f t s .  There was a l i t t l e  l ake  down a t  t h e  very 
f a r  end of t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  They would 
go down t h e r e  and bath and t h e  k ids  would come down. 
They would pay them t o  wash t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  The g i r l s  would 
come down; they  would buy t h e i r  l i t t l e  china d o l l s .  They 
would come i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  g e t  t h e i r  booze and we would 
go down and p o l i c e  them up. I ' d  say t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  
men was genera l ly  t h a t  of t h e  American GI--spend h i s  money 
and r a i s e  a l i t t l e  sand here  and t h e r e ,  b u t  o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  
it was nothing o u t  of t h e  ord inary , '  nothing t h a t  I could 
remember . 
Q. What I was r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  whether t h e r e  
might have been a f e e l i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  company t h a t  
t h e  l i f e  of a Vietnamese wasn ' t  worth a s  much a s  t h e  l i f e  
o f  an American. I t  wouldn't  count q u i t e  a s  much i f  you 
k i l l e d  a Vietnamese a s  it would i f  you k i l l e d  an American. 
Do you th ink  t h e r e  was any f e e l i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  I t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  once 
you l o s e  a man you ' r e  angry a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  t h a t  soon 
subs ides  o r  recedes i n t o  t h e  back of your mind a f t e r  a while .  
You f i g u r e  it was something unavoidable and it happened t h a t  
way and you accept  it, b u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  2d Platoon,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, never changed. Everytime we 
would go t o  D o t t i e  they were anxious t o  go downtown and buy 
t h e  beer  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese were s e l l i n g  and w e  had a 
very f e w  i n c i d e n t s  downtown. The f i g h t s  t h a t  occurred 
were t h e  t y p i c a l  G I  type of p la toon f i g h t s  back a t  Dot t i e  
when we're  having a beer .  Downtown--I th ink  we had 
t o  go down and p o l i c e  up a drunk once, t h a t ' s  a l l .  
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Q Well, I asked t h i s  because,  a s  I th ink  you a r e  
aware, we have evidence t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of V i e t -
namese r e s i d e n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  were k i l l e d  t h a t  morning, 16 
March, o l d  men, women, ch i ld ren ,  and babies .  There were 
ins tance  where l i t t l e  t o d d l e r s ,  a c t u a l l y  bab ies ,  were de-
1 i b e r a t e l y . s h o t .  People who were o f f e r i n g  no r e s i s t a n c e  
o r  no t h r e a t  t o  anybody were k i l l e d ,  and we ' re  groping f o r  
a reason why t h i s  occurred,  why an American s o l d i e r  would 
do such a  th ing .  This i s  why I asked you whether,  poss ib ly ,  
t h e r e  was a s  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of some men t h a t  k i l l i n g  
a Vietnamese, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  he was a VC sympathizer,  j u s t  
wasn ' t  l i k e  k i l l i n g  an American. They d i d n ' t  regard  it a s  
being a s  wrong a s  it would be t o  shoot  a  fe l low American. 

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h a t ,  s i r .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
say. There might have been some d e s i r e  f o r  revenge--we're 
going i n  t h e r e ,  we ' re  going t o  f i n a l l y  corner  them and g e t  
them now, because t h e y ' r e  there--maybe a l i t t l e  revenge, be-
cause t h i s  i s  n a t u r a l  f o r  a man. He wanted t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  
revenge, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  h e ' s  lost--now, t h a t  a t t i t u d e  I c a n ' t  
say ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  I 
don ' t  b e l i e v e  it did .  

Q. I want t o  ask you a few genera l  ques t ions ,  Ser-
geant  BUCHANON. To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i d  t h e  missions 
t h a t  was given Char l i e  Company a f t e r  My Lai d i f f e r  pa r t i cu -
l a r l y  from those t h a t  you had before? 

A. You mean whi le  Captain MEDINA commanded, s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A. Well, we g o t  t h i s  s o f t  one--this h a r v e s t  moon 
there--guarding t h e  Vietnamese whi le  they were harvesting--

Q s  ( In te rpos ing)  A r i c e  d e n i a l  opera t ion?  

A. S i r ?  

Q. Was t h i s  a r i c e - d e n i a l  opera t ion?  

A. Right ,  sir.  That w a s  a s o f t  one--everybody--
t h e r e  wasn 't t o o  many i n c i d e n t s  during that--we didn It 
encounter t o o  many V C ' s .  We g o t  a few s n i p e r s  f i r i n g  once 
i n  a  whi le ,  but--and then  Captain MEDINA went away and 
then Lieutenant  JENSEN took over and I th ink  t h e  tempo 
changed then. We g o t  some p r e t t y  rough--
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Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You went nor th  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That was a f t e r  t h e  t a s k  force--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Broke up, yes--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And then we got--we went way nor th  
and we s t a r t e d  working up t h e r e  and t h i n g s  g o t  p r e t t y  rough. 

Q .  P r e t t y  heavy enemy c o n t a c t s  up t h e r e ?  

A .  Right . 
Q. Another th ing .  I n  November t h e r e  were some s t o r i e s  
i n  t h e  p ress  t h a t  poss ib ly  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company, t h a t  
morning i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , some of them were under t h e  inf luence  
of marijuana. Did t h e  p la toon se rgean t s  know anything about 
such a th ing?  

A.  I can say t h a t  dur ing  t h e  t ime I was t h e r e  I 
never saw any marijuana. I never saw anybody t h a t  I con-
s i d e r e d  t o  be under t h e  inf luence .  The only t h i n g  I saw 
was i n t o x i c a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  a l c h o l i c - - t h a t ' s  a l l  I can say,  sir.  

Q Now, I want t o  ask some ques t ions  which w i l l  c a l l  
f o r  your opinion and your answers would be very h e l p f u l  
t o  us.  A s  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of Vietnamese of My Lai 
( 4 )  k i l l e d ,  q u i t e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number. I t  would h e l p  us 
i f  you could g ive  us your opinion a s  t o  why t h i s  happened. 
This  i s  a most unusual s o r t  of t h i n g  i n  an American u n i t .  
I ' m  s u r e  you must t o  have thought about t h i s ?  

A. I thought about it and I haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  
come up wi th  t h e  reasons ,  f r a n k l y ,  whether t h e  people 
were k i l l e d  by--some of them could have been k i l l e d  by--
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was some prepara tory  f i r e ;  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
could have taken a heavy t o l l .  Those people t h a t  were 
fired on by G I ' s ,  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  r e l a t e  a s  t o  why it 
was done. I d o n ' t  know why they would do it. 

Q. Well, could it have been t h a t  many of t h e  
men of Char l i e  Company thought t h a t  t h e s e  were t h e  o rde r s ,  
t o  k i l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of My La i  ( 4 )  , men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n ,  anybody? 
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A .  Whether they f e l t  t h a t  way o r  not ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  
say. Now, they  d id  have o r d e r s  t o  des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  
and whether they  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  o rde r  t h a t  way and t h a t  
would cause them t o  do such a th ing .  A s  I say .  I t  i s  
poss ib le ;  b u t  whether it was it a c t u a l l y  happened t h a t  way, 
I c a n ' t  say r e a l l y .  

Q. Well, t h e r e  must have been some a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e a c t i o n s  on My Lai  i n  t h e  company. What do you r e c a l l  was 
s a i d  about it when t h e  people thought back a s  t o  what hap- 
pened? Did they  t h i n k  it was r i g h t ?  How d i d  they  feel 
about i t ?  

A. The only man I heard who spoke ou t  and s a i d  t h a t  
he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it was r i g h t ,  t h a t  was BERNHARDT. H e  spoke 
and I j u s t  l i s t e n e d  t o  him. I d i d n ' t  agree wi th  him or 
d i sagree .  He i s  t h e  only one t h a t  spoke ou t ;  everybody 
e l s e  remained s i l e n t .  This  i s  t y p i c a l  of a combat s o l d i e r ,  
he d o n ' t  say too  much. They r a i s e  a l o t  of sand around 
camp and t h i n g s ,  b u t  when he gets--they d o n ' t  t a l k  t o o  much. 
You can p u l l  it o u t  of them i f  you i s o l a t e  them and t a k e  
them over. They t a l k  among themselves,  b u t  h e r e  again ,  i f  
they  were t a l k i n g  about something and I would appear ,  
they would c u t  it o f f .  I d id  hear  BERNHARDT say that--  
I f o r g e t  t h e  express ion  t h a t  he used, "This i s  n o t  my cup of 
t e a ,  I d o n ' t  g e t  my k icks  doing t h i s , "  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  i f  t h i s  is  t h e  exact  wording, b u t  it-*as  something of t h i s  cat7---  ALL.^- LL-=.- . ,,,,,, ,,,,,, t h i s  man, I d ~ z ' t  
r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  d i scuss ing  it where I could hea r  it. 

Q. I t h i n k  you a r e  aware t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was 
n o t  repor ted  a s  t h i n g s  usua l ly  a r e .  That i s ,  it took a 
long t ime, over a year  before  any word of t h i s  came back 
t o  t h e  Department of t h e  Army, f o r  example. Could you express  
an opinion a s  t o  why t h i s  happened? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  reason t h i s  happened, sir,  i s  
t h e  formation t h a t  Captain MEDINA had and t o l d  us  t h a t  it was 
being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h a t  when we heard,  and here  again 
t h i s  is  a rumor t h a t  I had accepted ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
people on LZ D o t t i e  ques t ioning  people and they  were from 
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  and having t o  go about o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  we j u s t  
assumed--and here  again we assumed t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was-- 
t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  because t h i s  was 
mentioned s e v e r a l  t imes t h a t  d i v i s i o n  wanted it i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
So f o r  t h a t  reason,  I th ink  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  f igured ,  
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w e l l ,  what can I do, i t ' s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n  l e v e l .  With t h i s  i n  mind they  j u s t  decided t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  would a c t u a l l y  make a d e c i s i o n  on it, and t h e  deci-  
s i o n  was never f  orthcomlng . 
Q- You never heard anymore about i t ?  

A. I never heard anything e l s e  about it, I .... 
Q- How wel l  d i d  you know Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A .  When Lieutenant  CALLEY f i r s t  came t o  Char l i e  
Company he was assigned t o  my pla toon,  j u s t  momentarily. 
We d i d n ' t  g e t  along too  w e l l ,  f o r  t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY was a t y p i c a l  second 
l i e u t e n a n t  who wouldn't  t a k e  advice.  I would o f f e r  
some advice and he wouldnt t  t a k e  it--you know--I'm a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  you a r e  t h e  s e r g e a n t ,  I g ive  t h e  o r d e r s .  I 
th ink  it ought t o  be done t h i s  way--so t h i s  i n  mind 
we shipped t o  Vietnam. H e  was s t i l l  my pla toon l e a d e r ,  
b u t  I was always th inking  about t h i s  t h i n g ,  and I would say 
t h i s  i s  no t  going t o  work. Not because he wasn ' t  a good 
man, j u s t  t h e  f a c t  I was a f r a i d  we would probably d i s -  
agree  a t  a t ime when both tempers were bad, and I d i d n ' t  
know what was going t o  happen. So, I went t o  Captain 
M D I N A  a f t e r  we were t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e .  Xe i ladn ' t  been 
on any opera t ions  y e t .  I t o l d  him I wanted t o  t r a n s f e r - -  
g e t  o u t  of t h e  platoon.  So he s a i d ,  "Sergeant you a l -  
ready have a p la toon l e a d e r , "  and I s a i d ,  " I  know t h a t  
sir. " I s a i d ,  "Can I t r a n s f e r  o u t  of t h a t  p la toon?"  Now, 
t h i s  i s  n o t  because I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  man, j u s t  t h a t  
I f e l t  t h a t  w e  weren' t going t o  be a b l e  t o  work we l l  
toge the r ,  and then t h e  men i n  t h e  p la toon were beginning 
t o  complain about h i s  s t e r n e s s .  I had t r a i n e d  t h e  p la toon 
alone-- this  i s  one of t h e  bad th ings .  I had been wi th  
them s i n c e  they  were formed and they  knew my r e a c t i o n .  
We had another  l i e u t e n a n t ,  Lieutenant  RICHARDSON, who 
was t o  depar t  wi th  us ,  b u t  j u s t  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute he 
was taken o f f  o rde r s  because h i s  b r o t h e r  went t o  Viet-  
nam and he decided t h a t  he wasn ' t  going. Then Lieu- 
t enan t  CALLEY became my platoon leader--well ,  he  was 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  time. 

Q =  What i s  your opinion of him a s  a l eader?  
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A. I made an opinion,  I b e l i e v e ,  when I f i r s t  came up 
he re ,  s ir ,  t h a t  he was immature and shou ldn ' t  have been allow-
ed t o  l ead  men, b u t  I c a n ' t  say t h a t ' s  t r u e .  There were occa-
s i o n s ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  he s tood up q u i t e  
we l l  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n .  So I th ink  t h a t  was--it was j u s t  
an opinion ques t ion  on my p a r t .  I b e l i e v e  I was somewhat 
b iased  i n  h i s  behalf  a t  t h a t  time. Now, what h i s  a c t i o n s  w e r e  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  I c a n ' t  say ,  because I never saw him. I d i d n ' t  
s ee  him while  he  was t h e r e .  I made t h a t  opinion,  I guess,  
based on my opin ion ,  because I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  him 
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  a man d o e s n ' t  make him a bad 
man. I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  w e  weren ' t  going t o  be a b l e  
t o  work toge the r .  Captain MEDINA, a t  t h e  t ime, d i d n ' t  t e l l  
me t h a t  he was going t o  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s f e r  me o r  r e l i e v e  o r  
move Lieutenant  CALLEY. We g o t  Lieutenant  JENSEN i n  t h e  
company and he did--he moved Lieutenant  JENSEN t o  t h e  2d 
Platoon and he moved Lieutenant  CALLEY t o  t h e  1st Platoon,  
and t h a t ' s  how Lieutenant  CALLEY came t o  be i n  t h e  1st 
Platoon,  sir.  

Q A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on I would l i k e  t o  ask you, Ser-
geant  BUCHANON, t o  go wi th  Major ZYCHOWSKI.  He w i l l  show you 
some photographs and t a l k  t o  you a l i t t l e  about t r a i n i n g  i n  
Char l i e  Company and some o t h e r  ma t t e r s .  This  completes t h e  
ques t ioning  t h a t  I have, b u t  I th ink  Colonel MILLER has  some 
ques t ions  of h i s  own. 

COL MILLER: Do you want t o  go anead Colonel P ~ I ( L I N ^ i  I 
have q u i t e  a few I want t o  ask him. 

COL FRANKLIN: Okay. I am going t o  have somebody e l s e  
down he re ,  Sergeant BUCHANON, t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h e  a c t u a l  
ope ra t ion  down t h e r e .  You a r e  r e a l l y  he lp ing  us o u t  here.  

When Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an inves- - .  

t i g a t i o n  going on, and anybody t h a t  came around wi th  ques t ions  
t o  send them around t o  t h e  CP--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Something of t h i s  o rde r .  

Q. What d i d  you th ink?  What c rossed  your mind? What 
do you th ink  was t h e  reason f o r  that-.-him having a meeting and 
then  t e l l i n g  t h e  company t h a t ?  

A .  Well, s ir ,  t h i s  has  been a p r a c t i c e  eve r  s i n c e  
I ' v e  been i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I f  a r e p o r t e r  comes i n t o  t h e  f i e l d - -
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same a s  t h e  leaders--I  d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything about it, frank-
l y ,  because it was nothing o u t  of t h e  ord inary .  Anytime a 
r e p o r t e r  comes around you a r e  going t o  send him t o  somebody 
t h a t  has  t h e  s t o r y  f o r  him. Maybe Joe P r i v a t e  had t h e  s t o r y ,  
b u t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  l e t  them know t h a t  somebody is i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
something. And s o ,  t h i s  being normal procedure,  i n  my mind, 
I d i d n ' t  t h ink  anymore about it. So when a ques t ion  i s  r a i s e d  
t o  me, why d i d n ' t  I r e p o r t  it, I thought it was being done--
I thought it had been repor ted .  

Q You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Captain MEDINA was concerned 
o r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  people not  t o  t a l k ?  You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  impression, no, s i r .  

Q. When you came back on 18 March, you'd been e x t r a c t -
ed and landed a t  Dot t i e  and you saw Colonel HENDERSON. Was 
t h i s  very near t h e  pad? 

A. Right  a t  t h e  p a d , , s i r .  Right  near  t h e  pad. 

Q- Were t h e  choppers going and t h e i r  b lades  making 
a l o t  of no i se?  . 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h e  time. i t h i n k  t h e  choppers had 
gone, and he walked up t h e  h i l l  t h e r e .  It was near--in t h e  v i -
c i n i t y  of t h e  landing pad, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  b lades  were 
going. I--they had more people t o  pick up. 

Q. Okay, Sergeant ,  you have come o f f  t h i s  opera t ion  
now, you have been picked up, y o u ' r e  t i r e d ,  y o u ' r e  happy t o  
be back, you h u r t  your back g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  s l i c k ,  and you 
have seen a l o t  of people k i l l e d .  The br igade  commander comes 
up and he says ,  "Did you conduct yourse l f  so  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
w i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  we a r e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
What d i d  he say again  now? 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  I know he s a i d  t h a t  much. H e  
s a i d ,  "Have you l e f t  t h e  impression t h a t  when they  see  us  coming 
they  w i l l  say ,  'Here come our  f r i e n d s ,  they a r e  he re  t o  he lp  
US. ' "  I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t  por t ion .  I heard nothing about ,  "Did 
you see  any a c t s  a g a i n s t  noncombatants?" I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t .  
I d i d n ' t  h e a r  "Did you see  anything o u t  of t h e  ex t raord ina ry?"  
I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t .  This  ques t ion  wasn ' t  d i r e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  m e ,  b u t  he s ing led  m e  o u t  t o  ask me, "How about you, 
se rgean t . "  Af te r  he r a i s e d  t h e  ques t ion ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
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exac t ly  what he s a i d ,  b u t  I do know it was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
group and n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  me. 

Q - You're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Vietnamese cons ider ing  
you t o  be f r i e n d s  a f t e r  t h i s  ac t ion .  What was your r e a c t i o n ?  
What d i d  you th ink  about t h a t  ques t ion?  What do you th ink  
about t h e  br igade  commander coming up l i k e  you s a i d  and 
asking a ques t ion  l i k e  t h a t ?  When you go i n  t o  t o t a l l y  
d e s t r o y  an a r e a ,  and then have t h e  br igade commander come 
and ask you i f  t h e s e  people would be your f r i e n d s  if 
they saw you coming next  time? How d i d  t h a t  s t r i k e  you? 
That ques t ion?  

A. I t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  t o o  w e l l .  I wondered why he 
would do it. 

Q. I r e a l l y  wonder why, myself ,  Sergeant BUCHANON. 
I t  seems l i k e  i n  a search  and des t roy  opera t ion  you ' re  n o t  
making too  many f r i e n d s .  You j u s t  wondered about  it and--
t h e r e  was no fol low through on h i s  p a r t .  Was he moving 
around--was t h i s  j u s t  one s l i c k  t h a t  g o t  o f f ,  o r  a whole 
bunch, o r  s e v e r a l  loads? W a s  he moving around t o  d i f f e r -  
e n t  groups? 

A. That was t h e  only-- just  these  s i x  men g o t  o f f  
t h e  chopper, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he asked anybody e l s e .  I f  he  
d i d  I d i d n ' t  s ee  it, sir.  I moved on down t o  my a r e a  where 
cu r  area Up mT7 m a z rIcf r e f n c n s i b i l i t y  i s ,  dre~pec?-.-l =l - azd began 
t o  c l ean  my weapon. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him asking  anybody e l s e .  
He might have, and I ' m  s u r e  he d i d n ' t  s tand  t h e r e  a t  t h e  pad 
and ask s e v e r a l  groups. 

COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1102 hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 


(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 1 2 2  hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 

COL MILLER: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 
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(The witness  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under 

o a t h  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  


COL MILLER: Sergeant BUCHANON, I want t o  go over some of 
your p r i o r  testimony t h a t  you have given i n  a p r i o r  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  a l s o  covering s i m i l a r  i tems t h a t  you answered 
today. Perhaps we can r e c o n c i l e  a l i t t l e  b i t  today,  re -
cognizing t h a t  many of t h e s e  ques t ions  were asked from an  
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  po in t  of view t h a t  I ' m  asking you today. 
A l l  I ask is ,  a s  b e s t  a s  you can,  r e c a l l  now what happened 
or  what you heard o r  how you r e c a l l  t h ings  a s  of today. 
I would l i k e  t o  s t a r t  wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which was given by 
Captain MEDINA on t h e  15 th  of March, t h e  day before  t h e  
My Lai  opera t ion .  I n  your s ta tement  t o  Colonel WILSON,  you 
were asked about  t h i s  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  pages. Now 
j u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory genera l ly ,  I ' m  no t  reading  ver-  
batim, although i f  you would l i k e  t o  know what your verba- 
t i m  answers were, I can c e r t a i n l y  g ive  them t o  you. I am 
j u s t  going t o  summarize them. On page 333 of your I G  
testimony, you s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain MEDINA had o u t l i n e d ,  i n  
d e t a i l ,  what was t o  happen; t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been warned 
by t h e  South Vietnamese i n  t h e i r  own language and by t h e  
Americans t o  evacuate;  and t h a t  a l l  f o o d s t u f f s ,  vegetables  
and animals ,  were t o  be destroyed,  because t h i s  was a 100  
percent  VC sympathizer and VC s t ronghold.  This  i s  t h e  
substance of what Captain MEDINA had t o l d  you a t  t h i s  b r i e f -  
ing .  On t h e  same page you continued t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  you 
t h a t  you were t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e  and des t roy  every- 
th ing .  This  included men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  hogs, chickens,  
vegetables ,  and t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon was qiven t h e  mission of 
burning t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you r e c a l l  genera l ly  having s a i d  
t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  On the--to des t roy  everyth ing ,  t h a t  
was my phrasing,  and I should have s a i d ,  and I ' m  assuming it 
means probably t h e  same t h i n g ,  I should have s a i d ,  " t o  des t roy  
a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s . "  That phrase "men, women, and c h i l d r e n , "  
was m y  saying; I d id  say t h a t  up t h e r e .  What I should have 
s a i d  was des t roy  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

Q. I move now t o  page 339 of your tes t imony,  i n  t h e  
I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  where we came back t o  t h i s  same i tem, t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was given, and t h e r e  you explained a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  what you had s a i d  before.  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  you s a i d ,  
"Captain MEDINA had explained we were going on a search  and 
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des t roy  mission. We were t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  event  
of r e s i s t a n c e . "  I understand him t o  say " a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s , "  
which ind ica ted  t o  me t h a t  when you s a i d  "men, women, and 
ch i ld ren"  t h a t  was your--

A. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That w a s  my--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You understand t h a t  you d i d  say-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. A l l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  I j u s t  used t h e  words, women and 
ch i ld ren ,  because i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  m e  means anybody t h e r e .  They 
were--as I s a i d ,  I d id  say that--but  I should have s a i d ,  in -
h a b i t a n t s .  

Q. On page 350,  Colonel WILSON asked i f  you f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  which t h e  men received p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  
would have caused them t o  f e e l  t h a t  they  were t o  des t roy  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and your answer was "No, s i r . "  
You s e e ,  t h e r e  i s  some d i f f e r e n c e  between what you s a i d  be- 
f o r e  and t h i s  answer. I n  each case ,  these  ques t ions  were asked 
s o r t  of co ld  a f t e r  you had been on something else. 

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q. But t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  t imes when Colonel WILSON 
asked you ques t ions  about t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  We asked you ques t ions  
again today-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I see--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  and i n  one case  you say  a s ta tement  
was made t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  inhabi tants - -  

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  s ir .  

Q. O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, you s a i d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  men would f e e l  t h a t  they were t o  d e s t r o y  o r  k i l l  a l l  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  I wonder what your r e a l  impression was. 

A. A t  t h e  t ime I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I was counseled then-- 
a t  t h e  t ime I was probably extremely exc i t ed  myself ,  and I d i d n ' t  
I d i d n ' t  t h ink  before  I spoke. I d i d  say "No, s i r "  a t  t h e  t ime, 
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and I r e a l l y  have no explanat ion  f o r  t h a t ,  o t h e r  than, t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I th ink  it was asked here  today,  d i d  h i s  b r i e f i n g  i n f l u -  
ence t h e  men? What I t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  he re  today, s i r ,  I 
d o n ' t  s ee  where t h e  b r i e f i n g  should have a c t u a l l y  inf luenced 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who had been on a combat a s s a u l t  ope ra t ion  
be fo re ,  and t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  one. They had been on 
s e v e r a l  before--they've gone through v i l l a g e s .  What I was 
t r y i n g  t o  say i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h i s  should have in- 
f luenced an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  k i l l .  Destroy a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  
t o  me means--he s a i d  des t roy  t h e  cows and t h i n g s ,  t h a t ' s  
what I f e l t  i n h a b i t a n t s  were. 

Q. I th ink  of i n h a b i t a n t s  a s  t h e  people who l i v e  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  You may have a d i f f e r e n t  meaning; t h a t ' s  
why I want t o  c l e a r  t h i s  up. 

A. I thought inhab i t an t s - - to  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I 
thought t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were t h e  c a t t l e  and t h i n g s .  I wasn ' t  
f o r  sure--about--I d i d  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  men knew t h a t  they were 
probably going t o  be outnumbered two t o  one and they were 
edgy from t h a t  angle--self  s u r v i v a l .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
only  t h i n g  t h a t  would have probably motivated them somewhat. 
When you go two t o  one, a man's going t o  r e a l l y  be ready, 
and t h i s  would have been t h e  f i r s t  t ime it happened openly, 
so it d i d  s o r t  of p u t  them on edge somewhat. But I s t i l l  
c a n ' t  see where it motivated them t o  do any-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  In  one p lace  you gave your i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  of i n h a b i t a n t s  as meaning k i l l  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n ,  and another  p lace  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  it meant t h i s .  I 
know you have been over t h i s  many t imes.  I j u s t  want t o  ask 
one more ques t ion  on t h i s  and then  I w i l l  move on then. Two 
ques t ions?  Af te r  you l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  a f t e r  it was a l l  
over  wi th  now, and you thought about it t h a t  n i g h t  before  
you ever  moved t h e  next  morning, did you i n  your mind f e e l  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA was i n  f a c t  saying,  "You want t o  k i l l  
any people you f i n d  i n  t h e r e , "  o r  l i m i t  it t o  people who 
were g iv ing  oppos i t ion ,  o r  had you r e a l l y  formed an opinion 
i n  t h i s  mat ter?  

A . .  A t  t h e  t ime, s i r ,  I h a d n ' t  formed an opinion,  
because when you a r e  given an order  t h e r e  you assume t h a t  t h e  
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b r i e f i n g  is  so  accura te  t h a t  you d o n ' t  have t o  form an opinion. 
You g o t  it t h a t  you ' re  going t o  be outnumbered two t o  axle and 
t h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  r i n g s  i n  my mind. That t h e r e ' s  going 
t o  be two VC t o  one of me and t o  ponder anything e lse- - I  hadn ' t  
formed an opinion,  o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was going t o  be  
outnumbered two t o  one. 

Q. I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  before  you h i t  t h e  LZ,  
and even a f t e r  you h i t  it, you expected t o  f i n d  mostly VC and 
t h a t  they would be shoot ing a t  you, and i f  t h e r e  were women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, o r  young boys i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  is 
i n c i d e n t a l .  They j u s t  hadn ' t  go t t en  o u t  y e t ,  b u t  most of t h e  
people t h a t  you would encounter would be a c t i v e  VC, o u t  t o  g e t  
you. Is t h a t  t h e  way you and t h e  men f e l t  a s  f a r  a s  you know? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
is  t h e  genera l  opinion. Again, we go back t o  "des t roy  a l l  
i n h a b i t a n t s . "  We c o u l d n ' t  determine who was VC and who weren ' t  
and maybe t h e  f a c t  i s  a man h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  knowing t h a t  he 
might be outnumbered, he was prone t o  f i r e  t h e  weapon and 
at tempt  t o  ga in  f i r e  s u p e r i o r i t y .  Maybe you ' r e  moving a t  t i m e s  
and t h e  VC have a h a b i t  of holding up u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  minute 
then  open f i r e .  So I ' d  say t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  have been a 
s i t u a t i o n  where a man would say ,  "Well, now, i f  any women and 
ch i ld ren  appear I won't  f i r e .  I' I ' m  s u r e  they thought t h a t ,  
b u t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  had s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  
oppos i t ion;  everybody continued t o  look f o r  t h a t ,  expected 
it -
Q Now, what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  a t  i s  a f e e l  of 
how you and t h e  men f e l t  with r e s p e c t  t o  what Captain MEDINA 
a c t u a l l y  meant. You s e e  somebody. I t  doesn ' t  make any d i f f e r -
ence who it is.  You k i l l  them o r  you ' re  p r imar i ly  concerned 
with j u s t  overcoming whatever r e s i s t a n c e  you run i n t o .  I ' m  
no t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth. I ' m  j u s t  g iv ing  you 
i d e a s  t h a t  come t o  my mind. 

A. I don't--he--he j u s t  s a i d ,  " a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s , "  and 
I guess he probably assumed t h a t  we knew what he was t a l k i n g  
about t h a t  time. "Al l  i n h a b i t a n t s "  means people o f f e r i n g  
r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q. I n  your testimony a t  t h e  CALLEY 32(b)  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
you s t a t e d  t h a t  you were n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  your testimony 
today you ind ica ted  you c u t  ac ross  a l i t t l e  corner  of t h e  
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v i l l a g e  and then  went up t o  a t  l e a s t  a group of houses t h a t  
were nor th?  

A .  You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

Q. Right.  

A. The ques t ion  was put  t o  me, "Did you go i n t o  
t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  you could see  any k i l l i n g s ? "  
and I s a i d ,  "I saw a  few bodies ."  When he s a i d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  my i s t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h a t ,  s i r ,  i s  i f  I go 
anywhere i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I went j u s t  on t h e  very edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yes ,  s i r .  I d id  n o t  go up i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  no, sir.  

Q. I n  one p lace  you s a i d ,  "My pla toon w a s  on t h e  l e f t  
f l a n k  and my men were o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. We d i d  n o t  h i t  
a p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e . "  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  you s a i d ,  "We weren ' t  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  The por t ion  t h a t  you ind ica ted  on he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  would i n d i c a t e  no t  more than  about  150 yards 
probably. You d i d  c u t  j u s t  a l i t t l e - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A p o r t i o n  of it. Now t h e  ques t ion  
as I i n t e r p r e t e d  it means t h a t  d i d  we go i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ;  no, sir .  We were o v e r - s h i f t i n g  when we g o t  o f f  t h e  
s h i p s ,  so  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason we  d i d n ' t  go s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and I never went up i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Right.  I understand t h a t .  

A. I only  went t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
Lieutenant  BROOKS was i n  j u s t  about t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I n  f a c t ,  my p la toon d i d n ' t  go too  f a r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e - - j u s t  
a  l i t t l e  f o o t  pa th  r i g h t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  about i n  t h i s  
a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f o o t  pa th  where it would go 
o u t  t o  t h e  d i k e s .  T h a t ' s  about t h e  only  a r e a  t h a t  I went. 
I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l .  

(The wi tness  indicat 'ed t h e  t o p  150 meters o r  s o  
of t h e  extreme northwest p o r t i o n  of My L a i . )  

Q. When you went up t o  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  o r  sub-
hamlet which w e  have a l r eady  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Binh Tay, imrnedi-
a t e l y  nor th  of My ~ a i  proper ,  d i d  you s k i r t  t h e  edges of t h i s  
l i t t l e  subhamlet o r  d i d  you go up through t h e  middle of i t ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  go through t h e  middle of it sir .  I went 
around t h e  edge of it. There was a l i t t l e  fence on it and 
I j u s t  walked along t h e  fence l i n e .  There were some hedges 
t h e r e ,  and I walked along t h e  fence l i n e ,  and along h e r e  t h e r e  
was a l a r g e r  hootch, and I went i n t o  t h a t  hootch and I found 
a tunnel  complex, a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  and I began t o  search 
t h e  tunnel  complex. I spen t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of my t i m e  up t h e r e  
searching t h a t  tunne l  complex. 

Q You s t a t e d  before ,  and a l s o  today,  t h a t  you were 
on t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  There ' s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Lieutenant  
BROOKS was on t h e  r i g h t  f lank .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Also today you ind ica ted  t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
had gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Binh Tay. Do you know when he 
came from t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  up t o  what I would c a l l  now t h e  
l e f t ,  because I t h i n k  Binh Tay i s  a s  f a r  t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  t o  
t h e  nor th  a s  you went? 

A .  S i r ,  I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t  f l ank  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Now, what formations w e  used when 
w e  l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  w e r e  j u s t  t h r e e  squads marching one behind 
t h e  o the r .  W e  c a l l  it t h r e e  prongs. T h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  moved 
a l l  t he  t ime when w e  moved out .  We had some formations t h a t  
we could s h i f t  i n t o  f o r  our p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u t  once w e  l e f t  
t h i s  c~zrzticnand xcvrd ts that czs xe shifted Sack tz t h e  
t h r e e  prongs, which means t h e  f i r s t  squad, t h e  second squad, 
and t h e  t h i r d  squad. Here again I was behind them. But t h e  
2d Platoon on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  1st Platoon on t h e  r i g h t  was 
f o r  only t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  opera t ion .  

COL MILLER: Let  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  t h a t  when t h e  wi tness  
ind ica ted  t h i s  opera t ion  and t h a t  ope ra t ion  he was r e f e r r i n g  
f i r s t ,  t o  t h e  movement t o  t h e  extreme northwest p o r t i o n  of 
My Lai  and secondly,  t o  movement northward towards Binh 
Tay . 

Right ,  s i r .  

Q. A t  one p o i n t  you s t a t e d  t h a t  Lieutenant  BIOOKS 
was on t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  of t h e  p la toon and you were on t h e  
extreme l e f t ?  About how l a r g e  of a platoon f r o n t  d i d  you 
have? 
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A. I ' d  e s t ima te  about 50 f e e t  o r  maybe a 100--I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say,  sir.  The men were spread o u t  a long the re .  I would 
es t ima te  50 yards a t  most, we were spread ou t .  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  
about t h a t  even, b u t  it was spread ou t .  Some of t h e  squads-- 
what few men we had--some were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and some were 
s t i l l  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  My people,  I kept  moving them around 
t o  t h e  s i d e .  I d id  go back up and went through t h i s  p o r t i o n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , a s  I s a i d ,  t o  s e e  where Lieutenant  BROOKS 
was. I was looking f o r  him and he had gone on--he had gone 
f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Apparently Lieutenant  BROOKS moved from t h e  ex-
treme r i g h t  up t o  t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  That was c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  
dur ing  t h e  day. 

A.  Where he was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I c a n ' t  say.  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s ee  him, so  I had c o n t a c t  by PRC-9; t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  
hand rad io .  He d i d n ' t  c a l l  me, s o  w e  d i d n ' t  communicate--
mostly r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. Now t h e  next  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  
t h r e e  s i m i l a r  mat ters .  F i r s t ,  i s  t h e  ques t ion  of c o n t r o l  
and o r d e r s  t h a t  may have been i s sued ,  you may have i ssued  
t o  c o n t r o l  your men. The second has  t o  do wi th  t h e  men 
being upset  about what they saw, and t h i r d  has  t o  do with 
any o r d e r s  re layed from Lieutenant  BROOKS o r  h igher  command 
t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing.  You t o l d  Colonel WILSON t h a t  your 
men had become q u i t e  upse t  about t h e  e n t i r e  opera t ion  be- 
cause they weren ' t  meeting any r e s i s t a n c e  and they  wondered 
why they  were ordered t o  do t h i s .  You explained t o  them t h a t  
o rde r s  were o r d e r s ,  you had no a l t e r n a t i v e .  Can you t e l l  
me what you meant by t h a t ,  i f  you r e c a l l  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
testimony? 

A. Now, on t h a t ,  s i r ,  fol lowing behind m e ,  I mean 
I ' m  fol lowing behind about four  o r  f i v e  men o u t  on t h e  l e f t  
f l a n k  t h e r e ,  and we're moving through a v i l l a g e ,  and they  s a i d ,  
'What's going on s a r g e , "  and I s a i d ,  "Well, you had your 
b r i e f i n g  and your o r d e r s ,  keep moving." T h a t ' s  j u s t  about 
a l l  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d .  The f a c t  of me saying,  "You had t o  
do t h i s  and you had your o r d e r s , "  t h a t  never t r a n s p i r e d .  
The only t h i n g  t h a t  I s a i d  t o  t h e  men--they were looking 
back because they  could hear  t h e  machinegunner wi th  t h e  
machinegun cocked and somebody holding it and nothing t o  
shoot  at--and h e ' s  moving around here  hoping--he s a i d  '"well ,  
what ' s  going on Sergeant  BUCHANON?" I s a i d ,  "Well, I d o n ' t  
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know. You heard t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  you g o t  your o r d e r s ,  keep going.'" 
Now t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  was s a i d .  I cou ldn ' t  poss ib ly  have had 
everybody t h e r e  anyway, because some of t h e  men were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  t h r e e  o r  four - - i t  c o u l d n ' t  have been more than  
f o u r  men t h a t  I t a lked  wi th  when I s a i d  t h a t .  I - -at  t h e  same 
time t o l d  them, "Now, d o n ' t  shoot  anything i f  i t ' s  unarmed." 
I r e c a l l  saying  t h a t  a l s o .  They j u s t  asked and I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  
o rde r s  a r e  o rde r s .  Keep moving," and I s a i d  t h a t  many t imes 
before  and i t ' s  j u s t  a household word t o  me t o  say t h a t .  
There would be guys asking,  "Why a r e  we f i l l i n g  t h e s e  sand- 
bags. This  i s  no t  a p a r t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g , "  and I ' d  s a y ,  "Well, 
you go t  your o r d e r s ,  l e t ' s  s t a r t  f i l l i n g  them. You g o t  t o  f i l l  
them, because t h e y ' r e  r o t t e n , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. One of t h e  phrases  used--I am paraphrasing,  I 
am not  quot ing  direct ly--you s a i d  they wondered why we were 
ordered t o  do  t h i s ,  and I ' m  no t  q u i t e  s u r e ,  and it was never 
explained i n  your testimony, what t h e  " t h i s "  i s .  

A.  Okay. Now, what t h e  " t h i s "  is-- they wondered why 
they t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  VC was going t o  be t h e r e  and f i r e  on 
u s  and w e  would be outnumbered two t o  one and we g o t  no 
r e s i s t a n c e .  Everybody i s  t i g h t ,  scared  t o  move f o r  f e a r  
t h e y ' r e  gonna be b l a s t e d .  The VC would wa i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  
minute sometimes. They d i d n ' t  know what was going on. They 
s a i d ,  "What k ind  of opera t ion  i s  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  two 
t o  one t h a t  you t a l k e d  about ,  t h a t  you s a i d ?  We pol i shed  
up and we g o t  ready f o r  t h i s  t h i n g  and now it i s n : t  here ."  
That had everybody somewhat concerned. T h a t ' s  what I meant 
when I s a i d  t h e  " t h i s . "  I d i d n ' t  know how t o  express  my- 
s e l f ,  sir. 

Q. One of t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  Colonel WILSON asked you 
was "I have previous testimony and it was s t azed  t h a t  you t r i e d  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  t roops  and prevent  any unnecessary k i l l i n g s ,  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ? "  Your answer i s ,  "Yes, s i r . "  You then went 
on t o  say "I j u s t  t o l d  my platoon t o  f i r e  when t h e y ' r e  f i r e d  on, 
keep moving, keep moving, s t a y  on l i n e ,  j u s t  keep moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e . "  What d i d  you read i n t o  o r  t h i n k  t h a t  
Colonel WILSON was t a l k i n g  about when he asked you about your 
t r y i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  t roops  and prevent  any unnecessary k i l l -  
ings?  

A .  Well, h e r e ' s  t h e  t h i n g  of t h a t ,  s ir .  The primary 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a p la toon se rgean t  i s  t o  h e l p  t h e  platoon 
l eader  c o n t r o l ,  and n o t  only on t h a t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  I a s s i s t e d  
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i n  t h e  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  on a l l  of t h e  opera t ions .  I t  i s  my job t o  
keep t h e  men moving, and I d i d n ' t  j u s t  s p r i n g  up and s t a r t  doing 
t h i s  t h i n g  t h i s  time. I had done it al l - - throughout  a l l  of 
our  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii and everywhere e l s e .  So his was--here 
again t h i s  i s  j u s t  something t h a t  you do wi thout  th inking .  

Q. When you i s sued  these  o r d e r s  t o  keep moving, keep 
moving, d o n ' t  f i r e  unless  you s e e  something--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Don't l a g  back, a s  they  were doing. 
They were j u s t  s i t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q .  Had you a t  t h i s  time seen any of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
dead? 

A .  Not--I'd seen two. I ran  over looking f o r  Lieuten- 
a n t  BROOKS and I saw--on t h e  s t e p s  I saw some people t h e r e .  
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  they  were dead. Then I r a n  back over i n  t h e  
f i e l d  and they  were s t i l l  ou t  there-- these f o u r  o r  f i v e  guys were 
s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  I s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  go, l e t ' s  go, move on ,"  and t h e n '  
I s a i d ,  "Don't shoot  unless  you ' r e  f i r e d  on." T h a t ' s  t h e  
testimony--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  Were t h e s e  o rde r s  i s sued  because 
you thought t h e r e  was some unnecessary k i l l i n g  going on? 

A.  No, s i r ;  no, s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  how t h e  
people d ied  t h e r e .  

Q .  Were you c l o s e  t o  Lieutenant  BDOKS when he g o t  
t h i s  o rde r  from MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  unnecessary f i r i n g ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I wasn ' t  c l o s e .  He c a l l e d  me and l e t  me 
know about  it. 

Q- On t h e  r a d i o  o r  d id  he j u s t  ca l l - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I have a--we have a l i t t l e  PRC--we 
had a PRC-9. T h a t ' s  how we g o t  that--we never s tayed c l o s e  
toge the r ,  t h a t  was an agreement. We would always s t a y  sepa- 
r a t e d ,  because--both of us ,  n o t  t o  be h i t  a t  once. 

Q. When he gave t h i s  order  t o  you over  t h e  r a d i o  what 
d i d  you do then? 
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A. I was over near t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  and s o  I r a n  
down and I r a n  by two o r  t h r e e  men--by t h i s  t ime people were 
a l l  mingling i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We had no formation t h e r e .  
They were searching  t h e  hootches,  and I y e l l e d  it o u t  loud--
I began t o  y e l l .  

Q. Had you a t  t h i s  t ime seen what you considered 
t o  be unnecessary k i l l i n g s ?  

A. I know t h e  people were dead, sir. I d o n ' t  know 
what o l  how they  were k i l l e d ,  and I c a n ' t  say it was unneces- 
s a r y  o r  not .  I saw them dead, and I saw some over here  dead 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Whether it was necessary o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  say ,  

Q. When you landed a t  LZ D o t t i e  Colonel HENDERSON w a s  
t h e r e  asking a ques t ion ,  I be l i eve .  We asked you about t h a t  
previous ly  today? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. One of t h e  wi tnesses  t h a t  was t h e r e  s a i d  substan- 
t i a l l y  t h i s  : " I  was wi th  Sergeant' BUCHANON and two o r  t h r e e  
o t h e r  guys. We were quest ioned by one f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  
a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  we had seen any inhumane a c t s .  We a l l  
answered no. " Another wi tness  s a i d ,  "When w e  g o t  back t o  
base camp Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER met us,  and I remember 
him asking  Sergeant BUCHANON i f  t h e r e  was any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s ,  and BVCiiAi<Oi< j u s t  s a i d ,  "I wouid r a t h e r  n o t  answer 
t h a t ,  s i r . "  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  wi tness  i s  a c t u a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. He i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. W e  have had a number of d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of j u s t  e x a c t l y  what was asked and what was s a i d .  I ' v e  read 
two d i f f e r e n t  tes t imonies  by two d i f f e r e n t  wi tnesses .  You are 
g iv ing  a  t h i r d .  Obviously, t h i s  was something t h a t  w a s  s a i d  , 
and done and you d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  go back and say,  
"What was t h a t  you s a i d ?  I want t o  make a note  of it." Do 
you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON asking ques t ions  phrased i n  t h e  
way t h a t  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  o the r  two wi tnesses  t o l d  u s  it was 
asked? 

A .  No, sir.  I t h i n k  he--I remember him asking  i f  w e  
thought t h e  VC would say-- this  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  
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two I d o n ' t  know. The ques t ion  was d i r e c t e d  t o  a group, and I 
s t i l l  wonder why he s ing led  me o u t  and asked me, "Well, what 
about you, sergeant?  What do you th ink?"  I s a i d ,  "Well, s i r ,  
I have no comment," because my back was h u r t i n g  and I was 
t i r e d  a t  t h e  time. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  h i s  asking a  ques t ion  which contained 
i n  any way, t h e  words, "inhumane a c t s "  o r  "unnecessary k i l l i n g s " ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he used those  two words a t  
a l l .  

Q Did you make t h e  answer, " I  would r a t h e r  no t  answer 
t h a t " ?  

A. I s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t  be l i eve  I have a comment, sir. I 
have no comment." 

Q. Why d i d  you make t h a t  an.swer? 

A .  Well, a t  t h e  time I d i d n ' t  understand what he was 
asking ,  anyway. H e  j u s t  was asking t h e  group and he s a i d ,  t h e  
way he was phras ing  t h e  t h i n g ,  asking i f  we had l e f t  t h e  i m -
p ress ion  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese, when they see  us  appear nex t  
would say,  "Here come our  f r i e n d s ,  t h e y ' r e  h e r e  t o  he lp  us ."  
I r e a l i z e  t h a t  was one of our o b j e c t i v e s ,  t o  t r y  t o  p a c i f y  
t h e  va r ious  a r e a s ,  bu t  today I wasn ' t  s u r e  and when I re -
sponded, " I ' d  r a t h e r  not  answer t h a t ,  s i r . "  I f  he  had asked 
me why, then I would begin t o  t h i n k ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  ask why. 
H e  s a i d  "Okay," so  he moved on down, so  t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  

Q Did you ever f e e l ,  i n  your own mind, t h a t  t h e r e  
was an e f f o r t  by anybody t o  t r y  t o  cover up what happened, t o  
keep q u i t e  about what had happened a t  My Lai?  

A.  No, sir .  My reason f o r  saying t h a t  i s  t h i s :  soon 
a f t e r  My Lai  we were given t h i s  duty t o  guard t h e  Vietnamese 
while  they were ha rves t ing  t h e i r  crops.  Other than  t h e  fo r -
mation t h a t  was he ld ,  where they s a i d  t h e  opera t ion  was probably 
going t o  be inves t iga ted-- i s  going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and should 
somebody approach you send them t o  t h e  C P ,  I d i d n ' t  sense  any 
coverup, because I assumed t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been con-
ducted.  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything e l s e  about  it r e a l l y ,  t h a t  is ,  
from any command chain l e v e l ,  so  I assumed t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was being conducted, o r  had been conducted. 
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a subsequent meeting w i t h  p la toon  s e r g e a n t s ,  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
t o  d i s c u s s  (I) perhaps a r t i l l e r y  suppor t ing  f i r e s  or (2)  
perhaps t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between--the e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  be-
tween a sea rch  and clear type  opera t ion  which you'd been in -
volved i n  p rev ious ly  and a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  which 
you w e r e  going on t h e  fo l lowing morning? 

A. Not to  my knowledge, sir. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  such a meeting? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no, sir. 

Q - W a s  t h e r e  a t  any t i m e  subsequent t o  Captain MEDINA's 
b r i e f i n g ,  a p la toon l e v e l  b r i e f i n g  involv ing  e i t h e r  yourse l f  
and/or Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  squad l e a d e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  we  always he ld  a meeting p r i o r  t o  moving o u t ,  
but it had noth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  between a s e a r c h  
and des t roy-- th is  w a s  j u s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s ,  ou r  equip-
ment t h a t  w e  w e r e  gonna c a r r y ,  who would l ead  and who w a s  on 
t h e  r i g h t  and t h i s  type  of  th ing .  Nothing t h a t  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as t o  what type opera t ion  it w a s  and 
nothing t h a t  would g ive  anybody t h e  impression t h a t  w e  w e r e  
gonna do something o u t  of t h e  ord inary .  This  is something t h a t  
w a s  SOP wi th  us ,  every t i m e  w e  planned an opera t ion .  

Q. Okay, now, you j u s t  s a i d  something t h a t  i s  very
s i g n i f i c a n t .  You s a i d  t h a t  you weren ' t  going t o  do  anything 
o u t  of t h e  ord inary .  Are you t a l k i n g  about  i n  terms of t h e  
opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  o r  i n  terms of t h e  mechanics of t h e  p la-
toon, t o  t h e  procedures t h a t  p la toon went through i n  prepar ing  
f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  No, sir.  I'm r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r o u t i n e  p repara t ions  
t h a t  an i n f a n t r y  p la toon always goes through. 

Q A 1 1  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Let  me t ake  t h a t  one s t e p  f u r t h e r .  
Was t h e  opera t ion  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  15th ,  the  forthcoming opera-
t i o n  viewed a s  be ing  a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion?  

A. I wouldn't  say  s o ,  sir. 

Q. I t h i n k  I should t e l l  you Sergeant  BUCHANON, once 
again I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  t r a p  you. I t h i n k  I should t e l l  you 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a preponderance of testimony from a very s u b s t a n t i a l  
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number of men i n  t h e  company t h a t  is was c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t .  
I n  t h e i r  minds t h a t  t h e r e  was a--to a l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h e r e  was a 
d i scuss ion  among most o r  a l l  of t h e  men i n  t h e  company concern-
i n g  th i s - - the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  t h e  i n f e r e n c e s  t h a t  were made 
by Captain MEDINA concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of anything t h a t  w a l k -
ed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e - - t h a t  type of t h i n g ;  t h a t  t h i s  was f u r t h e r  
aggravated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  expected t o  be outnumbered 
two t o  one and they  expected t o  do b a t t l e  wi th  a main f o r c e  
b a t t a l i o n .  'So t h a t  t h e  whole t e n e t  of t h e  conversa t ion  and 
t h e  remarks 2mong t h e  men t h a t  n i g h t ,  would appear t o  be 
f r o m  t h e i r  testimony t o  have been extremely unusual ,  unique 
i n  C h a r l i e  Company's h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  j u s t  beyond m e ,  and what 
I ' m  r e a l l y  asking you t o  do i s  t r y  t o ,  a s  a p la toon  se rgean t  
and one of t h e  key men i n  t h i s  company, t h a t  how could you 
conclude, o r  how do you conclude t h a t  t h e r e  was nothing un-
usual?  

A. Other than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a man might t i g h t e n  up, 
my opinion,  when a man f e e l s  t h a t  he i s  going t o  be outnumbered 
he i s  going t o  t i g h t e n  up a l i t t l e  b i t - -a  l i t t l e  exci tement  i n  
t h e r e .  H e  i s  somewhat concerned about  h i s  su rv iv ing  and o t h e r  
t h a n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  s ee  where t h e r e  was--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything 
t h a t  was e x c i t i n g ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r .  A s  soon a s  w e  made our  
l i t t l e  "do b a t t l e "  p repara t ion ,  which is  g e t  a l l  t h e  ammunition, 
check t h e  weapons--there was always a p r a c t i c e  f o r  m e  t o  i s s u e  
t h e  bee r ,  and they went about t h e i r  l i t t l e  c h e e r f u l  ways u n t i l  
t h e  n e x t  morning. I o u t l i n e d  t h e  guard d e t a i l s  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
and I d i d n ' t  see anybody t h a t  appeared t o  be concerned t o o  
much about it. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  them? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  t h e  men. A l l  I t o l d  them, "Be s u r e  
you g o t  your equipment. Be s u r e  you g e t  everyth ing  ready t o  go. 
We'll be moving o u t  down t h i s  chopper pad,"  and a s  f a r  a s  mak-
ing  a l i t t l e  pep t a l k  myself ,  no, s ir .  

Q Are you a v e t e r a n  of Korea a s  w e l l  as Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. 

0- I see .  So t h i s  was your f i r s t  combat t o u r  then? 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q- And during your s t a y  i n  country w e  understand t h a t  
t h i s  was p o t e n t i a l l y ,  a s  it w a s  viewed on the  15th of  March, 
p o t e n t i a l l y  one h e l l  of a b i g  f i re  f i g h t  t h a t  w a s  expected t o  
occur on t h e  morning of the 16th. Did t h i s  impression no t  come 
across t o  you? W e r e  you no t  giving some thought t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you might very w e l l  be involved i n  a f i g h t  with a VC main 
force  the  following morning? 

A. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t ,  sir, and w e  made the  necessary 
preparat ions in g e t t i n g  ourselves prepared. When I say g e t  
ourselves prepared, w e  got our equipment ready, and Lieutenant  
BROOKS and I he ld  a meeting and t o l d  t he  squad leaders  what w e  
would do, and t h a t ' s  about it. There wasn't too  much more w e  
could do, 

Q- W e l l ,  I wish you would--1 won't pursue this po in t  
any fu r the r ,  bu t  I wish you, yourse l f ,  would give  some thought 
t o  these  quest ions  of t he  atmosphere, conversation, and the 
concerns t h a t  prevai led  that n igh t  and i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  
any s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f fe rences  t h a t  n igh t  and what have been 
your experiences before,  subsequent t o  your appearance before  
the  committee, I wish you would make it a po in t  t o  b r ing  it 
t o  our a t t en t ion .  It 's very important. Okay, I would l i k e  
t o  go on now t o  t he  pickup a t  Dot t i e  by t h e  he l i cop te r s  
the following morning. W e ,  based on some f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  
reconst ruct ion,  have determined t h a t  the  f i r s t  l i f t  consis ted  
of a l l  of t h e  1st Platoon which numbered approximately 28 men; 
tha t  it consis ted  of somewhere between a seven and nine-man 
command group from the  company headquarters;  and t h a t  t he  
balance of t h a t  f i r s t  l i f t  consis ted  of some 24 t o  2 5  add i t iona l  
individuals .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  number of your men, t he  2d Platoon, 
have t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  they were i n  the  second l i f t ,  but  our 
impression i s  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  most of the 2d Platoon went i n  on 
the  i n i t i a l  insertior: .  

A. You mean of the  a s sau l t ?  

Q That 's  co r r ec t ,  on the  CA. Do you r e c a l l  now-- was 
i n  f a c t  the majori ty of the  2d Platoon involved with the  f i r s t  
lift that went i n  on the  CA? 

A. That p a r t  I c a n ' t  remember, sir. I ac tua l ly  c a n ' t  
remember. I t r i e d  t o  remember--1 c a n ' t  remember what the  
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arrangement was. I do know t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS went i n  
wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t - - I  th ink ,  I ' m  n o t  su re  about t h a t .  I 
couldn't--

&. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  n o t  asking you. I ' m  n o t  trying 
t o  n a i l  you. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  sir.  The t h i n g  i s ,  
if I t o l d  you t h a t ,  it would be i n a c c u r a t e ,  because I c a n ' t  
be su re .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  p o r t i o n  of how we got--or 
who w a s  i n  what l i f t .  

Q. Well, I ' m  not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  an o rde r  of magnitude, how many people went w i t h  
L ieutenant  BROOKS, a s  an example, on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t - -mos t  of 
t h e  platoon? 

A .  I f  any it would have been a couple of squads,  
probably.  

Q - D i d  you have t h r e e  squads? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. I had two very  smal l  squads. They were 
n o t  TO&E squads--one t h a t  was complete. 

Q Did you opera te  t h a t  day wi th  t h r e e  squads? 

A. We operated t h a t  day wi th  t h r e e  squads. 

Q With t h r e e  squads? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. So you th ink  perhaps two squads went i n  with 
Lieutenant  BROOKS on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t ,  s i r ,  because I ' m  n o t  su re .  If 
I w e r e  t o  say t h a t ,  I would be ag ree ing  wi th  you and--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  want you t o  agree wi th  
me. 

A .  I t  would probably be  i n a c c u r a t e ,  because I c a n ' t  
be s u r e  of t h a t .  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  Now, again  probably r e t r a c i n g  . 
some information t h a t  you have a l r e a d y  given m e .  You went 
i n  wi th  t h e  second l i f t ?  

Q. W e  know t h a t  t h e  second l i f t  h i t  t h e  LZ a t  0747 
hours  i n  t h e  morning. W e  know t h a t .  Do you recall what t h e  
element t h a t  you w e r e  w i th  d i d  immediately upon h i t t i n g  t h e  
LZ? 


A. W e  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  choppers somewhere a long  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and w e  s t a r t e d  moving to t h e  l e f t ,  because we'd 
been t o l d ,  everybody would go t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q. To t h e  l e f t  meaning t o  t he  nor th?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. About t h i s  area over h e r e ,  sir 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

Q .  How f a r  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  d i d  t h e  
elements t h a t  you w e r e  w i t h  move? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  2d Platoon,  see, 
and some of t h e  people were j u s t  on t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and then of course t h e  o t h e r s  r a n  o f f  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  I wasn ' t  i n  c o n t r o l  of anybody. I w a s  looking 
f o r  t h e  medic myself ,  because I always t r y  t o  marry up wi th  
him and t h e s e  people,  and I d i d n ' t  know why t h e y  were going 
over the re .  

Q - Which people? The people you were wi th?  

A. Right,  sir.  I wasn ' t  o r i en ted  when I f i r s t  g o t  
o f f  t h e  chopper. I was looking around and t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I 
d id  was h i t  t h e  ground. I d i d n ' t  know what t h e  h e l l  was going 
on and I saw t h e s e  people move. Somebody was c a l l i n g  them I 
th ink  and I saw them double t iming l i k e  t h e  dickens over t h a t  
way. I knew they  were my people,  so  a c t u a l l y  I followed them 
over  t h e r e ,  and they moved on over and somebody kept  po in t ing  
t h i s  way, and I d o n ' t  know who it w a s .  

Q- How f a r  up d i d  you g e t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  we went u n t i l  we marr ied with some of the 
2d Platoon.  It w a s  two men kneel ing  down along t h e  r i c e  
paddy r i g h t  about  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q On the northwestern corner? 

A ,  Right ,  sir. And they were j u s t  knee l ing  t h e r e  
and they were waving, come on, come on, and t h e  men moved 
on o f f  and I j u s t  moved on o f f  on t h e  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  how we 
happen t o  come o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. When those  people 
g o t  t h e r e ,  they j u s t  s t ayed  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  why I had t o  
come back over  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t e l l  them t o  
move on i n .  

Q - A l l  - r i g h t .  So you married-up w i t h  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
kneel ing  about 75 meters t o  t h e  northwest  of t h e  northwest 
co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q- Did you then ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  begin  t o  g e t  t h e  2d 
Pla toon on l i n e  and o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A.  Well, I was t e l l i n g - - y e l l i n g  a t  t h e s e  people,  
"Just stay where you a r e  t h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  us along h e r e ,  " 
and I could s e e ,  I , t h i n k ,  one of my squad l e a d e r s ,  and I 
knew then  t h i s  was t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  and I s a i d ,  "Okay, s t a y  
on l i n e ,  t h i s  i s  okay l i k e  t h i s , "  and w e  went on i n .  

Q. Were you o r i e n t e d  towards t h e  e a s t ,  then?  

A.  A t  t h a t  time I was r e a l l y  o r i e n t e d .  

Q- W a s  the platoon? 

A.  The p la toon  i t s e l f  was. I was wondering why 
the heck we were s o  f a r  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , that 's  what, 
because people--some of t h e  p la toon was over  h e r e  and t h e  1st 
P la toon  had g o t t e n  over  t o o  f a r  apparent ly .  

Q. Too f a r  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. Too f a r  t o  t h e  nor th ,  so t h a t ' s  why w e  had-- tha t ' s  
what threw us o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  see?  

-
0- I understand t h a t .  Were you using any k ind  of a 
t r a i l  f o r  the--as a d i v i d i n g  l i n e  o r  a--for o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  
your r i g h t - f l a n k  element? 

A. No s i r .  Our r i g h t  f l a n k  wasn ' t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  We were 
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j u s t  moving through t h e r e ,  and I r a n  back up looking  foq 
Lieutenant  BROOKS, and I f i n a l l y  s a w  him moving j u s t  a l i t t l e  
ahead of  one element. Then I j u s t  moved on back over  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q .  H e  w a s  t o  your r i g h t ?  To t h e  south  as you w e r e  
moving? 

A. Right ,  sir. H e  w a s  t o  my r i g h t .  I happened t o  
see him. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  we know t h a t  you began t o  move through
t h e  western edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  j u s t  about 0800 hours on 
t h e  nose. Now, how long would it have taken you t o  move 
through t h a t  northwestern p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and come o u t  
i n t o  t h e  open rice paddy? 

A. You mean over here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. I t  must have been about  an hour. 

Q. By an hour you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the extreme 
e a s t e r n  edge of  the--My L a i  (4)? 

A. Right  here ;  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q No, I mean how long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  ou t  
i n t o  the  open paddy? 

A. You mean here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

Q Yes. 

A .  Well, some of t h e  p la toon was moving--it d i d n ' t  
t ake  very long--I guess they were going very ,  very slow, s e e ,  
and they were searching  a s  they went, and it took q u i t e  a while  
the re .  

Q F i f t e e n ,  twenty--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Maybe longer  than  t h a t ,  maybe one-
h a l f  hour. 
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Q. Half an hour? 

A. Maybe--I'm j u s t  saying ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  t h e  t h i n g
is, it wasn ' t  a r e a l  f a s t  ope ra t ion .  It  was a slow process  as 
they  were doing, and t h a t ' s  why it took a l i t t l e  time. 

8. A l l  r i g h t .  During your--did you go through t h a t  
l i t t l e  northwestern p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  yourse l f?  

A. I went through t h i s  edge-- t h e  very edge of it. 
There was a l i t t l e  pa th  t h e r e ,  and I went r i g h t  p a s t  t h e r e ,  and 
I went around he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and I went around he re ,  and I 
t o l d  t h e  people t h e r e  t o  move on around, and t h i s  i s  t h e  only 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  I went through. 

Q. You were c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  element of 
t h e  platoon? 

A. I was over  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, d i d  you observe i n  t h a t  p o r t i o n ,  t h a t  
northwest p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  any a r t i l l e r y  c r a t e r s  o r  
c r a t e r s  t h a t  might have been caused by r o c k e t s  o r  gunships? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - You d i d  not?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. D i d  you observe any bodies  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. How many? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I t  was s e v e r a l .  I c a n ' t  specifica1:ly 
say t h e  p r e c i s e  number. 

Q. What were they? 

A. That I can' t--they were dead bodies--they were men 
and women. 
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Q- Children? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see any ch i ld ren .  

Q. You d i d  not?  

A. I d i d  n o t  see any ch i ld ren ;  n o t  i n  t h i s  area. 

Q. Now, when you g o t  o u t  i n t o  those  open paddies ,  d i d  
you r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Lieutenant  BROOKS to  t u r n  and 
moved n o r t h  t o  t h e  s m a l l  hamlet t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. He apparen t ly  rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  because a 
squad, o r  somebody y e l l e d  t o  m e  t h a t ,  " W e ' r e  moving over here."  
Somebody y e l l e d  a t  m e ,  and then  I saw t h e  p la toon moving and 
n a t u r a l l y  I am going t o  fol low my platoon. 

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on by your p la toon,  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h i s  o rde r  came t o  t u r n  and move t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. up i n  t h i s  area. Y e s ,  sir, they  w e r e  f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  
area, what squads I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  they  were- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You know what they  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t ?  

A. No, sir, I c a n ' t  say--I d i d n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  see them. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any procedures o r  measures i n  e f f e c t  
a t  t h a t  t ime between you and t h e  squad l e a d e r s  o r  between 
Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  squad l e a d e r s  t o  e x e r c i s e  f i r e  
c o n t r o l  o r  f i r e  d i s c i p l i n e  over t h e  men? I t ' s  a normal 
funct ion  in--a major func t ion  of t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  p la toon 
sergeant  and t h e  squad l eader s?  

A. Well, i n  t h i s  case ,  un less  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  is  
h i t  t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t  i s  n o t  opera t ing  t h e  p la toon.  

Q'. I understand. 

A .  He i s  f o r  resupply only and-- 

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  This  was i n  t h e  case of t h e  2d Platoon? 

A .  Well, i n  any p la toon,  sir--any p la toon,  I wouldn't  
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say  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  only thing--two people c a n ' t  ope ra te  a 
platoon.  I can a s s i s t  him, which I was doing. I t o l d  t h e s e  
people here  t o  g e t  up on l i n e .  I t o l d  them d o n ' t  f i r e  on 
anything u n l e s s  they  were f i r e d  on. This  i s  one of my,re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  now. I f  he i s  going t o  use t a c t i c s  and I 
use  t a c t i c s ,  w e  a r e  going t o  c o n f l i c t .  So t h i s  something 
t h a t  was brought o u t  e a r l y  i n  our  t r a in ing- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I understand t h a t .  What 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  t h a t  you were t r y i n g  t o  a s s i s t  him 
i n  c o n t r o l  and t h a t  c o n t r o l  involves  both c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
movement and t h e  f i r e ,  I presume. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
a f e e l  a s  t o  what t h e  normal procedure was f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  
f i r e s .  

A. W e  had gone through s e v e r a l  search  and se izures- -
sea rch  and d e s t r o y  missions be fo re  and men--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You had? O r  search  and c l e a r ?  

A. Search and c l e a r ,  and they  had g o t  i n  t h e  h a b i t  
of going i n  t h e  hootches and once you g e t  i n  a v i l l a g e  com-
p lex  where people w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  g e t  o u t  of p ropor t ion ,  two 
*guys w i l l  go i n  t h i s  and two guys w i l l  go i n  t h a t  one and 
you s o r t  of l o s e  c o n t r o l  over them a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  I w i l l  
say t h a t  once we g e t  ou t  i n  t h e  open they  a l l  were g e n e r a l l y  
coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. You mean t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon?  

A. Right ,  sir.  We had no t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  them 
o u t  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Now, when you came ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  
t ime, o r  when t h e  p la toon came o u t ,  were t h e r e  any--did they 
b r i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  with them a t  t h a t  t ime, o r  d i d  they  b r i n g  
any Vietnamese wi th  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- So an order  came from somewhere through one of 
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  who re layed it t o  you v e r b a l l y  t h a t  you 
were t o  proceed t o  t h e  nor th  t o  t h a t  s m a l l  hamlet? 
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A. So then  I s a w  everybody coming o u t  and t h e n  . 
w e  moved on. Lieutenant  BROOKS d i d n ' t  cal l  and t e l l  m e .  
I d o n ' t  know what h e  w a s  doing a t  t h e  t ime, and s o  w e  j u s t  
began t o  move on through. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t  would have been, assuming 30 
minutes t o  g e t  through t h e  northwestern por t ion ,  that would 
have been somewhere around, and again  I ' m  r e a l i z i n g  I c a n ' t  
be t o o  accura te ,  somewhere around 0830 t h i s  o r d e r  w a s  
given t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  movements w e r e  re -or iented  t o  
t h e  nor th .  

A. It could have been 0830; it might have been later 
than  t h a t ,  sir, I d o n ' t  recall. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  t i m e .  
W e  could use  0830 as a po in t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h e  t i m e ,  
b u t  w e  d i d  move over  t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. How long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  move up t h e r e ?  

A. It d i d n ' t  t a k e  very long. 

Q. F ive  minutes? Ten minutes? 

A. F ive  o r  t e n  minutes a t  most. This  t h i n g  wasn ' t  
t o o  f a r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q W a s  t h e r e  any f i r i n g  by t h e  platoon d i r e c t e d  
towards t h a t  v i i i a g e  p r i o r  t o  your a r r i v a l  t h e r e ?  

A .  We go t  on line--we g o t  i n  t h r e e  prongs-- that ' s  
t h r e e  l i n e s ,  a squad he re ,  a squad t h e r e  and I r e c a l l  a 
sagging l i n e  i n  t h e  middle squad, and we moved through, and 
then we went i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  before--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, t h e r e  wasn't--I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  
your platoon elements g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, sir.  There was no f i r i n g  t h e r e ,  n o t  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because one man was behind t h e  o t h e r  and they 
would have h i t  each o t h e r ,  and they d i d n ' t  g e t  on l i n e  o r  
anything. We always t r a v e l  i n  t h r e e  prongs. We c a l l  it 
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t h r e e  prongs,  a squad h e r e  and a squad t h e r e  and a l l  of u s  
i n  a s i n g l e  f i l e .  W e  could deploy var ious  formations from 
this--from t h e  t h r e e  prongs. 

Q. Now, d i d  a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  squads go i n t o  t h a t  
smal l  hamlet? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q They d id?  Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  a s  they  went 
i n t o  t h a t  hamlet? 

A. There apparent ly  was some f i r i n g  and from one--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Well, d id  you hear  i t ?  

A. I was up--I went--we began t o  search  t h e  hootches 
over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I l e f t - - t h e r e  was a fence around t h e  
edge here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I walked up and t h e r e  was a b i g  
hootch, a l a r g e  hootch t h e r e ,  and I began t o  search  t h a t ,  
and I found a tunne l  complex, I went down i n  t h e  tunnel  complex--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did you hea r  any f i r i n g ?  

A. And then I heard some f i r i n g ,  and when I g o t  back, 
t h e r e  w a s  a group of people dead, h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. How many? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  even look a t  them, 
I glanced over--who d id  it, I c a n ' t  say ,  I h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  
t o  determine t h a t .  

Q. Was Lieutenant  BROOKS around? 

A. L ieutenant  BROOKS came running up and s a i d ,  "What 
t h e  h e l l  i s  going on around here?"  He was r e a l l y  per turbed  
about  t h a t .  

Q - H e  w a s  per turbed about  i t ?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q - And you have no i d e a  o f ,  o r  f e e l  f o r ,  how many 
people t h e r e  were? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  soon g o t  t h e  order--Captain 
MEDINA came over t h e  "hornn--the r a d i o  and s a i d ,  "Anybody 
you g e t ,  round up a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and move them o f f , "  
and s o  t h a t ' s  what--

Q.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you hea r  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  hea r  t h e  o rde r  given,  b u t  he t o l d  me 
t h a t  was what he s a i d .  . 

Q =  Lieutenant  BROOKS d i d ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Said t h a t  Captain MEDINA had s e n t  him a 
message--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That t h e r e  w i l l  be no more, d o n ' t  
shoot  anybody else. Anybody t h a t  d i d n ' t  o f f e r  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
d o n ' t  shoot  him. Round him up i n  a group. So they  round up-- 
h e  s a i d ,  "Round up everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  everybody." 

Q.  Now, t h i s  was a f t e r  you had searched o u t  t h e  
tunnel  complex up on t h e  nor thern  sec t ion?  How long would 
17cc have been involved i n  searchinmZJ c n t  Lkat tunnel  complex? 

A. I ' d  say 10, 15 t o  20 minutes. I was j u s t  going 
slow, looking through everything,  kicking over cans ,  see ing  
what they had down t h e r e .  

.
Q- So t hen  it might have been around 0900 hours 
when t h i s  order  came from Captain MEDINA? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know. I do 
know t h e  order  d i d  come. 

Q.  While you w e r e  a t  t h i s  small  hamlet? 

A .  While we were a t  t h i s  small  hamlet. I d o n ' t  know 
what time it was. T h a t ' s  something t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  a t  
t h i s  time. 
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Q Can you be a l i t t l e  more p r e c i s e  about  what 
Lieutenant  BROOKS t o l d  you Captain MEDINA had s a i d .  Was 
it, "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g ,  " o r  was it--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  H e  s a i d ,  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  " 
he s a i d ,  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g .  I f  you f i n d  anybody t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
o f f e r  r e s i s t a n c e ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g  people t h a t  d o n ' t  o f f e r  
r e s i s t a n c e , "  o r  something l ike - - I  c a n ' t  be p r e c i s e  a t  h i s  
phrasing,  s ir .  

Q This  i s  what was r e l a t e d  t o  you? 

A. H e  r e l a t e d  t o  me t h a t  anybody e l s e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
o f f e r  r e s i s t a n c e  would be ga thered  i n  a group and t h a t ' s  
what we proceeded t o  do, We went through a l l  t h e  hootches 
and had everybody come o u t  and then  we s e n t  them o f f  i n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q You have any f e e l  f o r  why Captain MElDINA s e n t  
t h e  o rde r?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where he g o t  t h e  o r d e r  from o r  
anything,  s ir .  

8 Now, going back again  t o  your movement . 
through t h e  northwestern corner  and then  up i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  
and then up i n t o  t h i s  s m a l l  hamlet ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , were you 
o r  Lieutenant  BROOKS r e p o r t i n g  back t o  Captain MEDINA a 
body count? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q- You were not?  Was Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. H e  never requi red  that--I 'm s u r e  he d i d n ' t  re-
q u e s t  t h a t .  I t  wasn ' t  a p r a c t i c e  t o  r eques t  a body count ,  
so  nobody was r e p o r t i n g  a body count  t o  him. 

Q- You t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  going 
on i n  t h i s  small  hamlet dur ing  t h e  time you was searching  
o u t  t h i s  tunne l  complex t o  t h e  nor th?  

A.  Right ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you s e e  any hootches being burned? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  You did?  

A. One o r  two. I know t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  men were 
s e t t i n g  hootches on f i r e ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any o t h e r  bodies  o t h e r  than  t h e  
group t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  as being down t o  t h e  southwestern 
corner  of t h a t  hamlet? 

A. No, sir.  I r e c a l l  when they were moving up and 
I s a i d  "Who i n  t h e  h e l l  d i d  t h i s ?  Why?", and nobody s a i d  no-
th ing .  

Q • When you s a i d  t h i s  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p i l e
of bodies? 

' A .  I s a i d ,  "who d id  t h i s ,  who knows anything about 
i t ? " ,  and everbody j u s t  s tood and looked a t  me. T h a t ' s  a l l  
I s a i d .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember even vaguely how many
people you saw dead t h e r e ?  

A.  NO, sir .  

Q Nor what was t h e i r  composition, men, women--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There were men and women, I d o n ' t  
know about t h e  ch i ld ren .  I know t h e r e  were men and women. 

Q Men and women? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, a f t e r  t h e  o rde r  came from Captain MEDINA t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  how much longer  d id  t h e  p la toon remain 
i n  t h e  a rea  of  t h a t  small  hamlet? 

A. Not very much longer .  Af te r  we rounded up a l l  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and s e n t  them o f f  we moved ou t .  
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  How many d i d  you round up? 

A. I would es t ima te  between 50 and 60, sir.  

Q F i f t y  and s i x t y ?  

A. Q u i t e  a few. 

And what d id  they c o n s i s t  o f ?  

A. No mil i tary-aged males, women and c h i l d r e n ,  no 
young males. 

Q . F i f t y  and s i x t y .  You say you s e n t  them o f f ?  

A. W e  s e n t  them o f f .  Well, we had them s ta r t  moving 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - To t h e  west-northwest? 

A. Well, l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h i s  was t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They must have gone up i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A.  Right ,  s i r ,  and i n  t h i s  a rea  here.  They s t a r t e d  t o  
walk ac ross  t h e  f i e l d ,  and we d i d n ' t  watch f o r  long before  t h e  
o rde r  came t o  move on--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  They were n o t  e scor t ed  by any of  
your men o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. They were--no, sir.  They were not .  We had them 
move o f f ,  and then  we took t h e  p la toon and moved away. 

Q. Well, I thought t h e  o r d e r s  from Captain MEDINA 
were t h a t  any o t h e r  people t h a t  you encounter were t o  be 
rounded up and brought t o  him, a t  t h e  t i m e  he  gave t h e  o rde r  
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s ?  W i l l  you t e l l  me again  what order  was? 

A. . He j u s t  s a i d ,  round t h e  people up and g e t  them 
o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Now, my o rde r s  from 
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Lieutenant  BROOKS w e r e  t o  round t h e  people up, have the 
pla toon round t h e  people--he y e l l e d  a t  m e ,  "Round everybody 
up, " and so  I d i d  t h a t ,  and a f t e r  t h e  people w e r e  t h e r e  h e  
s a i d ,  "Move them o f f  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  and s o  t h a t ' s  what 
w e  d id .  

Q - And almost immediately a f t e r  you s e n t  them off--

A. ( In tepos ing)  The people s t a r t e d  moving o f f  
t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Then t h e  platoon--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Moved o f f  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q - Did you go back t o  My Lai?  

A. No, sir, w e  d id  not .  

Q - The p la toon d i d  no t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  real hard on t h a t  
now, because we have fa i r ly - -aga in ,  q u i t e  a b i t  of  testimony 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  p la toon d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e t u r n  t o  My 
Lai ,  where they  continued f o r  perhaps another  30 o r  40 minutes 
i n  t h e  c l ea rance  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and then  s e t  
up a perimeter  along t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of the  v i l l a g e .  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  going i n t o  My Lai  again.  
W e  stopped a t  a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  My Lai .  That I can 
say. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  2d Platoon going anywhere near  t h e r e  
again ,  n o t  c l o s e  t o  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  no, s ir .  The 2d 
Platoon d i d  n o t  go back i n  t h e r e ,  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  of  t h a t .  

Q Where d i d  you go? 

A. We moved o f f  i n t o  an a r e a  away from t h i s  v i l l a g e  
around about,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  some place .  I do 
know we d i d n ' t  go back the re .  

Q Approximately, given 1 inch equals  100 meters ,  
t h a t  was 2 0 0  meters t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  small  hamlet? 
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A. You mean a f t e r  t h i s  was terminated? 

Q .. Yes. 

A.  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  was--after we l e f t  t h i s  hamlet 
h e r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge w e  cont inued t o  move u n t i l  
we came t o  t h e  a r e a  near  t h e  cemetery where we were t o  s t a y  
a l l  n igh t .  We d i d n ' t  s t o p  anymore a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q- Okay, I would l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  n a i l  down your 
movement, t h e  2d P la toon ' s  movement fol lowing t h e  i ssuance  
of  t h e  order '  by Captain MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s .  Do 
you r e c a l l  i n  what d i r e c t i o n  t h e  p la toon moved from t h a t  
smal l  hamlet? 

A. I can ' t - -but  I do know w e  moved maybe--it had 
t o  be along t h i s  way. 

Q. I n d i c a t i n g  movement t o  t h e  sou theas t .  

A: Something l i k e  t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s topping  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Now wai t .  You do n o t  r e c a l l  s topping  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  edge o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where you had your lunch break? 

A. I th ink  it was over  i n  t h e  cemetery a rea .  

Q. The cemetery a r e a  near  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  where we married with Bravo Company. 
Now on t h e  map h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h a t  was. 

Q. Well, i f  you w i l l  r e f e r  back t o  t h e  l a r g e  map 
on t h e  w a l l - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I. d i d n ' t  have a  map a t  t h a t  time 
myself ,  so  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say where we were on the map. 
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Q - W e l l ,  w e  know where t h e  cemetery t h a t  you are 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  loca ted .  

A- T h a t ' s  where w e  ate. 

Q. W e l l ,  now l e t  m e  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  from My L a i  (4 )
t h a t  cemetery is about 3 c l i c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and 
t h a t  a l l  of t h e  evidence t h a t  w e  have from a l l  o t h e r  sources  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  company, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  2d 
Platoon,  b u t  t h e  company a r r i v e d  i n  t h a t  a rea  around 1530. 
Now, do you r e c a l l  having chow a s  l a t e  a s  1530 i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon, o r  e a r l i e r ?  

A. No, sir. A s  I s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  having chow 
t h a t  l a t e ,  b u t  I j u s t  f o r  t h e  l i f e  of m e  c a n ' t  remember 
s topping  o u t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  anywhere. I j u s t  don' t re-
member. 

Q - W e l l ,  t h e  company d i d  i n  fact--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And i f  w e  ate lunch it w a s  wi th  
t h e  company, w e  w e r e  never an i s o l a t e d  p la toon o u t  alone--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Le t  m e  t e l l  you again  t h a t  t h e  
r econs t ruc t ion ,  based on t h e  testimony, is  p r e t t y  f i rm t h a t  
t h e  company d i d  h a l t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  My La i  ( 4 )  and 
remained t h e r e  u n t i l  1230 o r  1300 hours.  

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Well, i f  you c a n ' t  remember, I can under-
s t and  t h a t ;  i t ' s  been a yea r  and a h a l f .  But I ' m  p o i n t i n g  
o u t  t o  you t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of t h e  p la toon,  i f  i n  f a c t  it 
l a t e r  moved a s  p a r t  of t h e  e n t i r e  company, it more than  
l i k e l y  had lunch, took chow along with t h e  balance of  t h e  
company i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a per imeter  s e t  up on t h e  e a s t -
e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A.  I w i l l  say i f  we had chow i.twas with t h e  
company. 

Q - With t h e  company? 

A. Yes, s i r .  It  wasn ' t  a lone,  I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t ,  
and t h e  company was a l l  i n t a c t ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember 
s topping  anymore. 
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Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  small  v i l l a g e  nor th  
of My La i  ( 4 ) .  You observed some hootches being burned, you 
observed one p i l e  of bodies  which caused Lieutenant  BROOKS 
and you some cons te rna t ion ,  and about  t h a t  time you rece ived  
t h e  o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  round up t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and 
g e t  them o u t  of  t h e  a rea .  Is t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Stop t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  round up t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and 
g e t  them o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you observe any o t h e r  a c t s  o r  d i d  you h e a r  
of any o t h e r  a c t s  a t  t h a t  t ime which occurred i n s i d e  t h a t  
small  v i l l a g e  t h a t  might have c o n s t i t u t e d  c r imina l  o f fenses?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I d i d ,  sir .  

Q- You d id  not?  

A. No, s ir .  

8 .  You ever  hea r  of a rape occur r ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have. 

Q. By no one? 

A .  I f  t h e r e  was I d i d n ' t  s ee  it, sir. I d i d  not  
hea r  about t h a t ,  no, s i r .  

Q. You did  not  hea r  about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Now, you, i n  your e a r l i e r  testimony, r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
c rop  p r o t e c t i o n  opera t ion  t h a t  Char l i e  Company was subse-
quent ly  i fvolved  in--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right,  sir. 

Q I b e l i e v e  t h e  t e r m  was rice d e n i a l .  

A. Rice d e n i a l .  Right ,  sir.  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Were you opera t ing  as p a r t  of  
Task Force Barker when this rice d e n i a l  ope ra t ion  w a s  
conducted? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
. . 

Q - You were? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  how long a f t e r  t h e  M y  ~ a i( 4 )
opera t ion  t h i s  r i c e - d e n i a l  ope ra t ion  was conducted? 

A. I t  was i n  March, I be l i eve .  It  l a s t e d  u n t i l  
sometime i n  Apr i l .  Captain MEDINA went on R&R. 

Q Well, t h e  company went back t o  LZ Dot t i e  
fol lowing t h e  My L a i  (4 )  opera t ion ,  went back t o  LZ 
Dott ie  on the 18th.  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  was it wi th in  2 days when 
you were then  p u t  on t h i s  r i c e - d e n i a l  ope ra t ion ,  o r  
was it longer?  

A. I t  must have been longer ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  
but I 2s ::ED& we xsrs arennd C o t t i e  fo r  awhile. They 
had us f i l l i n g  sandbags--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We th ink  you.were t h e r e  f o r  
about 3 days. 

A .  We were f i l l i n g  sandbags and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  
whi l e  we were t h e r e ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  we went on t h i s  r i c e  
d e n i a l  opera t ion .  

Q. Was it your next  f i e l d  opera t ion  fol lowing this 
My Lai ( 4 )  opera t ion?  

A. Yes,, s i r ,  it was. 

Q - I t  was. A l l  r i g h t ,  and you were opera t ing  as 
a p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 
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A. To t h e  b e s t  bf my knowledge we were, sir.  

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime? You r e c a l l  where t h e  opera t ion  
was conducted? Was i t  ~ a i r l yc l o s e  t o  LZ D o t t i e  o r  q u i t e  
a ways away or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We l e f t  on f o o t .  It wasn ' t  t o o  
f a r  away from LZ D o t t i e ,  sir. 

Q About 5 c l i c k s ,  10 c l i c k s ?  

A. Not more than  10 c l i c k s ,  s ir .  

Q - Not more than  LO c l i c k s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  how long t h e  r i c e - d e n i a l  ope ra t ion  
l a s t e d ?  Did I understand you t o  say it l a s t e d  u n t i l  Captain 
MEDINA--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
went on. I never  r ece ived  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  saying  t h a t  t h e r e  
was anything d i f f e r e n t .  However, w e  d i d  make s e v e r a l  moves i n  
t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I assume t h a t  it was i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  
same opera t ion ,  r i c e  d e n i a l .  

Q. Did C Company, whi l e  you were wi th  them, ever  
go back i n t o  t h e  Son My a rea?  The My Lai ( 4 )  a rea?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. They d i d  no t?  Did you e v e r  accompany--you ever  
r e c a l l  yourse l f  having gone back t h e r e ?  

A.  Not t o  my--I'm s u r e  I d i d n ' t  go back,  no, s ir .  

Q. A s  a p la toon s e r g e a n t  i n  a r i f l e  company, you can 
ha rd ly  avoid having your f i n g e r  on t h e  pu l se  of t h e  men, a t  
l e a s t  i n  your p la toon ,  if n o t  of t h e  company a t  l a r g e .  I Id 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  r e a l  hard  and t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  and 
desc r ibe  f o r  m e ,  i f  you can, anything t h a t  you observed, o r  
th ings  t h a t  you might have sensed which would have r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people i n  Char l i e  Company a f t e r  your 
r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. There w a s  a pe r iod  of qu ie tness .  

Q .  What would you a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o ?  

A. I c a n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  it to  anything,  sir, I d o n ' t  
know. The t h i n g  is, p r i v a t e s  a r e n ' t  c l o s e  t o  s e r g e a n t s ,  
p la toon se rgean t s .  Now if t h e y ' r e  d i scuss ing  something and 
I make inyself p r e s e n t  t h e y  s t o p  t a l k i n g .  Very few p r i v a t e s  
w i l l  c o m e  up, un less  i t ' s  a pe r sona l  problem l i k e  he wants 
t o  g e t  home o r  something. But something t h a t ' s  hearsay ,  
they  d i s c u s s  it among themselves. For j u s t  a group o f  
p r i v a t e s  t o  come up and start t a l k i n g  about  any s i t u a t i o n ,  
j u s t  d o e s n ' t  happen. Any p la toon se rgean t  t h a t  says  this 
happens is an except ion.  

Q ,  But Sergeant  BUCHANON, I th ink  you and I both 
know t h a t  w i t h i n  a b a t t a l i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b a t t a l i o n  
i n  combat, t h e r e  i s  a very s t r o n g  informal  grape-vine, 
communications system. Things of t h i s  n a t u r e  almost  
i n v a r i b l y  make t h e i r  way t o  a t  l e a s t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander. It seems t o  m e  t h a t  a p la toon se rgean t ,  and I ' m  
n o t  t r y i n g  t o  have you r e c o l l e c t  something t h a t  you d o n ' t  
r e c o l l e c t  o r  t o  say something t h a t  i s n ' t  t r u e ,  b u t  
it escapes m e  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  sense  something very wrong 
a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. The only person t h a t  expressed himself w a s  
BERNHARDT. He s a i d ,  "This i s  n o t  my cup of  t e a .  I d o n ' t  
l i k e  t h e s e  kind of opera t ions ,  I ' l l  never go on another  
one,"  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q BERNHARDT? 

A. BERNHARDT was t h e  guy who s a i d  t h a t .  

Q Any o t h e r  man ever  say anything e l s e  t o  you? 

A. Nobody ever  s a i d  a word about it. 

Q You ever  overhear  conversa t ions  by t h e  men re-
l a t i n g  t o  what took p lace?  

A. No, sir. If they were t a l k i n g  about  it and they  
would see  you coming they  wouldn ' t  say anything. I d o n ' t  
doubt t h a t  they d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  hear  it. 
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Q- What d i d  you th ink  when you heard about  t h e  
cumulative body count f o r  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. S i r ?  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  cumulat ive body count 
f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 128 VC k i l l e d ?  

A .  The numbers have gone from--there w e r e  a l l  k inds  
o f  f i g u r e s .  I l e a r n ,  having been t h e r e ,  never t o  concern 
myself w i t h  body counts ,  because they  a r e  sometimes inac-
c u r a t e .  People w e r e  g iv ing  a l l  k inds  of  counts  t h e r e .  You 
c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  of t h e  a c t u a l  number of  people t h a t  we k i l l e d  
t h e r e .  You h e a r  500 and you h e a r  1 0 0 .  Some would say ,  " I t  
was on ly  65 o r  70. "  Nobody r e a l l y  knows. Nobody i n  t h e  u n i t  
could s p e c i f i c a l l y  say because everybody was e s t i m a t i n g .  

Q. What d id  you th ink  about t h i s ?  What body count 
did you es t ima te .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  group I saw was a  sma l l  group over  i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Were men and women? 

A .  Men and women. There w a s n ' t  a l a r g e  count .  The 
few I saw on t h e  edge h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  people  
I could be s u r e  w e r e  dead. Now, over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where they 
s a i d  o t h e r  dea ths  occur red ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t ,  s o  I c a n ' t  b e  
su re .  My e s t i m a t i o n  would be  very s m a l l ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  what 
I 've  s e e n ,  and t h a t  was very few. 

Q. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else t h a t  you can  t h i n k  o f ,  
Sergeant  BUCHANON, t h a t  would a s s i s t  us i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  
t ime and movements a s  they occurred  on t h e  16 th?  

A. N o ,  sir, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: W e l l ,  I ' m  going t o  t u r n  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  over  t o  
Major ZYCHOWSKI . 

I thank you f o r  your a s s i s t a n c e ,  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1241 hours ,  8 January 1970.) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1421 hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

(1SG BUCHANON w a s  reminded t h a t  he  w a s  s t i l l  under 
o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant  BUCHANON, i n  f r o n t  of you is an  
aerial photograph of  My L a i  (4 )  (Exhib i t  P-1) and t h e  surround-
i n g  area .  Would you d e p i c t  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you took and t h o s e  
key events  t h a t  occurred dur ing  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t  on My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  This would be  t h e  r o u t e  you explained t o  Colonel 
MAHAFFEY previous ly .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  LZ and go from the re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The LZ was genera l ly  i n  t h i s  area 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

Q Number 1 d e p i c t s  t h e  approximate LZ a s  Sergeant  
BUCHANON s t a t e d .  (Marking Exh ib i t  P-1 which is l a t e r  r ece ived  
i n  evidence with anno ta t ions  a s  Exh ib i t  P-145) . When you 
a r r i v e d ,  where was Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  personnel  t h a t  
were with him? 

A. Lieutenant  BROOKS was r i g h t  around t h i s  a r e a ,  
r i g h t  aroilild he re ,  I b e l i e v e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 11s may have 
moved up t o  j u s t  about t h i s  p o i n t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . There 
were some men, I d o n ' t  know who they were, r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and they waved t o  us ,  and we were o u t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q.  They were on l i n e  wai t ing  f o r  your a r r i v a l ?  

A. There was shoot ing  going on, b u t  t h e s e  men were 
r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d i d n ' t  know what squad it was a t  
t h a t  time. They were j u s t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . We g o t  o f f  
t h e  choppers and s t a r t e d  going towards them and they  kep t  
saying,  "Come on, Come on. " 

Q So Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  personnel wi th  him 
were a t  t h e  northwest co rne r  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- The nor thern  t i p ?  
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Area 2 w i l l  g i v e  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  of  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS w i t h  approximately  one squad wi th  him. 

You then  married-up wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS and t h e  
2d P la toon ,  i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  when we married-up w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  w e  d i d n ' t  
s e e  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS r i g h t  away. W e  j u s t  g o t  on l i n e  and 
s t a r t e d  moving around. The men t h a t  I brought  i n  j u s t  s t a y -
ed o u t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  I t o l d  them t o  
move around because they  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. They were 
j u s t  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  P r e t t y  soon they  began t o  move 
i n  c l o s e r  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  he re .  (Number 3 i n d i c a t e s  a r e a  
where Se rgean t  BUCHANON and men o f  second l i f t  married-up 
wi th  remainder o f  2d P l a toon . )  

Q Would you show t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you took from num-
b e r  3 u n t i l  t h e  CA w a s  completed? 

A. The p l a t o o n  went g e n e r a l l y  a long  r i g h t  through 
h e r e ,  I would s a y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. 

Q a Would t h i s  a l s o  be  t h e  pe r sonne l  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  
BROOKS? 

A.  Righ t ,  sir.  

W e  w i l l  go i n t o  t h e  nor thwes te rn  t i p  o f  My La i  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  W e  came o u t  i n  a f i e l d . r i g h t  a long  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - How about  you and t h e  pe r sonne l  w i t h  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I went r i g h t  a c r o s s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
came r i g h t  up h e r e .  I d i d  t h i s  two t imes ,  came and went 
back and came r i g h t  a c r o s s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  Along t h i s  r o u t e  o f  march t h a t  you took ,  Se rgean t  
BUCHANON, d i d  you observe  any bod ie s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q. Would you p o i n t  t o  where you saw them and approx-
ima te ly  how many d i d  you s e e ?  

(BUCHANON) APP T-79 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I s a w  s e v e r a l  bodies  r i g h t  a long t h i s  area ( in-
d i c a t i n g )  . I can1t be s u r e ,  I d i d n ' t  s t o p  t o  count. ~ e t ' s  
s e e ,  as I moved through they  w e r e  l y i n g  somewhere i n  t h i s  
a r e a  r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q. Number 4 w i l l  d e p i c t  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant  BUCHANON s a w  t h e  unknown number of bodies  ly ing .  

Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y  
t h a t  you may have observed? Any key event  which s t i c k s  t o  
your mind? 

A. The burning of  hootches,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  The hoot-
ches w e r e  burning r i g h t  a long here .  I mean t h e r e  w a s  smoke 
coming from a l l  over.  There was a l o t  of  smoke coming up. 
The p l a c e  w a s  g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  smokey. 

Q. 'Did you see Lieutenant  BROOKS down h e r e  as you 
approached t h e  nor th -cen t ra l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  w e  w e r e  moving over  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS came o u t  r i g h t  over  he re ,  somewhere r i g h t  about 
here .  W e  began t o  move t h e  p la toon over  t h i s  way. 

Q. Number 5 w i l l  show t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant  BUCHANON saw ~ i e u t e n a n tBROOKS coming o u t  of  t h e  
nor theas te rn  p a r t  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Sergeant  BUCHANON, what happened a t  t h i s  time? 

A. W e  met up t h e r e ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  we were going 
t o  move from t h i s  a r e a  over t o  o u r  l e f t  and search  t h i s  p l a c e  
over  here.  

Q - When you p o i n t  a t  t h e  map you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  hamlet which is  loca ted  a t  t h e  northwestern p a r t  o.f My 
La i  ( 4 )  . Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q When you say he t a lked  t o  you, d i d  he comrnchicate 
w i t h  you by voice ,  by r a d i o ,  o r  how? 

A .  When we came o u t  of he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h i s  squad 
began t o  come ou t .  He d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  me t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  
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squads began t o  come o u t ,  and one of my men motioned t o  me 
t h a t  they were going t h i s  way. We j u s t  went o u t  i n  t h i s  d i -
r e c t i o n .  H e  apparent ly had d i r e c t e d  t h e  men t o  move o u t  i n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  He d i d n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  say anything t o  me. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, one of t h e  men more o r  less 
pointed i n t o  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  He j u s t  pointed i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  We g o t  o u t  
of  here  and we formed those  t h r e e  prongs. We then  moved 
over  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. While you were moving from My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  t h i s  
hamlet nor th  of it, were you d i r e c t e d  t o  p ick  up any wea-
pons from any dead VC t h a t  were i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  we were d i r e c t e d  o r  n o t ,  sir .  
I remember p ick ing  up one. 

Q- You d id  pick up one? 

A. Somebody i n  t h e . p l a t o o n  d id .  I handled t h e  wea-
pon. I saw a man. He was a VC. He had homemade t r o u s e r s  
and homemade equipment on. 

Q Could you show t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where you 
may have found t h e s e  bodies? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, t o  t e l l  you the  t r u t h ,  s i r .  I 
do know w e  picked them up. I t  could have been, I w i l l  say 
r i g h t  o u t  i n  he re ,  s i r .  (Witness i n d i c a t e d  a r e a ,  which was 
then  marked a s  p o i n t  6 . )  

8 You say you went up t h e r e  when you landed? 

A. We formed t h r e e  prongs l i k e  t h i s .  I t  wasn ' t  ac-
t u a l l y  a r e a l  fancy one. They were genera l ly  i n  t h a t  fo r -
mation. When we went across  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  they knew t o  
g e t  back i n  t h e  formation, because we were o u t  i n  an open 
a r e a .  Nobody t o l d  me d i r e c t l y  u n t i l  I g o t  up h e r e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  when I a c t u a l l y  came f a c e  t o  face  with 
Lieutenant  BROOKS, because they were searching  the v i l l a g e .  

Q These t h r e e  prongs t h a t  you ' re  t a l k i n g  about--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Three l i n e s  s i r ,  j u s t  t h r e e  l i n e s .  
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Q - Which one of  those  w e r e  you i n ?  

A. I w a s  g e n e r a l l y  behind. I always s t ayed  behind 
and Lieutenant  BROOKS to  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. I w a s  behind t h e  c e n t e r .  squad. 

COL WILSON: You moved from My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  another  v i l l a g e  
t h r e e  squads a b r e a s t ,  i n  columns? 

A. They w e r e  s epa ra ted ,  sir. They w e r e  i n  t h r e e  
s i n g l e  f i l e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  always moved, t h r e e  squads 
i n  prongs, g e n e r a l l y  s taggered  and n o t  walking d i r e c t l y  
behind each o t h e r .  They were walking s taggered ,  a squad 
h e r e  and a squad t h e r e  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  way we  always went. 

Q - Did you go t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Actual ly ,  you doubled back t o  h i t  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. We l e f t  t h i s  one and turned  l e f t  and 
went over t o  t h i s  one. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, t h a t gs 
t h e  way it was, sir. 

Q You say you were going from here  around up t o  
here?  

A .  Well, s i r ,  most of t h e  people began t o  move o u t  
from t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I th ink  I ran  back t o  about 
t h i s  a rea  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  looking f o r  something, I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  They were a l ready moving back t o  h e r e ,  s o  I chased 
behind them. I went around something l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q How about t h e s e  VC now? 

A. A l l  they d id  was check t h e i r  weapons and l eave  
them the re .  

Q Did you s e e  them? 

A. I saw him, y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. So . a c t u a l l y ,  then ,  you had t o  go something l i k e  

t h i s ?  


Right,  sir. 

Q. Sergeant  BUCHANON, would you cont inue  on from 
where you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  s o u t h e a s t ?  

A. Right through here  going i n  and around t h e  hoot- 
ches and around here .  

Q. While you were going through t h i s  hamlet ,  Ser-
geant  BUCHANON, d i d  you observe anyth ing  unusual o r  anything 
t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind? 

A .  Other than we were sea rch ing  t h e  hootches a t  
t h i s  t ime, and I moved up t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and I went i n t o  
a l a r g e  hootch. 

Q. Where you ' r e  po in t ing  now would be t o  t h e  north-  
e a s t e r n  t i p  of t h e  hamlet then?  

A .  There was a l a r g e  hootch t h e r e .  I en te red  t h e  
hootch a f t e r  t h e  door was opened. I t  was unoccupied. I 
began t o  sea rch  it. I saw a long tunnel  complex, a very long 
tunne l  complex. I c a u t i o u s l y  went down i n t o  t h e  tunnel  com-
p lex  and began looking. 

Q. Did you f i n d  anything . in  t h a t  tunne l  complex? 

A. Some o l d  c l o t h e s ,  a l o t  of c l o t h e s  and t h a t ' s  what 
took m e  a long time. There were s e v e r a l  boxes t h e r e  conta in-  
i n g  c lo thes .  I began t o  look i n t o  t h e  c l o t h e s .  I r e c a l l  
t a k i n g  something t o  throw a g a i n s t  t h e  box t o  s e e  i f  it booby 
t rapped,  and then  I opened it. 

Q. When you t a l k  about c l o t h e s ,  what type of  c l o t h e s  
were they? 

A. Pajamas, gray and b lack .  They weren ' t  new. They 
had been washed and p i l e d  up. I t  was an unusual amount of  
s e v e r a l  p i l e s .  I began t o  look through t h e  p i l e s  and I saw 
some paper.  

a .  Did anybody accompany you i n  t h i s  tunne l?  
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A. N o ,  sir, n o t  i n  t h i s  tunne l .  

Q. You w e r e  i n  t h e r e  by yourse l f?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  w a s  a huge tunnel .  You cou ld  walk 
i n t o  it, so I j u s t  walked i n t o  it. 

Q - Approximately how long would you s a y  you w e r e  i n  
t h i s  tunnel?  ; 

A. I ' d  s a y - a b o u t  20 o r  25 minutes. 

Q. A f t e r  you found nothing, I g a t h e r  you l e f t  the 
tunne l  and c a m e  o u t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  Now what happened 
from t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  looking and I heard  a l o t  o f  people 
t a l k i n g .  I j u s t  went o u t  t o  see what they w e r e  doing. When 
I g o t  o u t  he re  I heard  some f i r i n g .  Then I came back down t o  
about  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I n  t h i s  area I found a group o f  dead 
people. 

Q. You heard  some f i r i n g .  You l e f t  t h e  bui ld ing .
You went down t o  t h e  sou theas te rn  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a t  
t h i s  t ime you observed some bodies .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Right.  Lieutenant  BROOKS was coming o u t  from t h i s  
a rea .  

Q. Lieutenant  BROOKS, i n  t h i s  case ,  was coming from 
t h e  western p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. He was running, too.  Both of us were running. I 
r a n  from up h e r e  and he ran  from t h i s  way. 

Q What d i d  you s e e  t h e r e ?  

A. There were some bodies  t h a t  had been s h o t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any U.S. s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  My pla toon was t h e r e .  The people 
were t h e r e .  I asked, "Who i s  respons ib le ,  what happened?" 
and I d i d n ' t  g e t  a response.  A l l  they s a i d  w a s , . " I  d o n ' t  
know. " 
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Q. Approximately how many bodies  would you say  you 
saw? 

A. I d i d n f . t  count them, sir. I say--I d i d n ' t  count 
t h e  bodies .  There were n o t  many, j u s t  a few. I c o u l d n ' t  say 
if it were f i v e  o r  t en .  I d o n ' t  know, I didn 't count them. 

Q.  I f  you were going t o  use a number would you say
f i v e  t o  t e n  bodies? 

A. I would say f i v e  t o  t e n  bodies .  

Q - P o i n t  number 7 w i l l  show t h e  approximate a r e a  i n  
which Sergeant  BUCHANON saw approximately f i v e  t o  t e n  bodies .  

When you ques t ioned your personnel ,  nobody would 
s t a t e  a s  t o  what a c t u a l l y  took p lace ,  nobody s a w  anything,  and 
s o  f o r t h .  Is t h i s  t r u e ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

What happened a t  this t ime? 

A. A t  t h i s  t ime Lieutenant  BROOKS came up and s a i d  
t h a t  we were t o  round up everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
would be no shoot ing  of anybody unless  they o f f e r e d  r e s i s -
t ance ,  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Q Did he g i v e  this o rde r  on h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e ?  

A. H e  was t a l k i n g  on h i s  r a d i o  a t  t h e  t ime. He 
apparent ly  r ece ived  t h e  o r d e r  from Captain MEDINA. They were 
r e l e a s e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t o l d  t o  "Ei d i  mau. 
They were t o l d  t o  walk i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and they j u s t  l e f t  
on their own. A s  they  depar ted  t h i s  way, we s t a r t e d  o f f  t h i s  
way somewhere, a long t h i s  a r e a ,  somewhere around h e r e  ( indica-
t i n g ) .  

Q Number 8 d e p i c t s  t h e  approximate a r e a  i n  which 
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were rounded up and were r e l e a s e d .  

Sergeant  BUCHANON, would you then  show t h e  r o u t e  
that you took from p o i n t  7-
A. F r ~ mp o i n t  7 ,  I am saying  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  l e f t  t h i s  
a r e a  and went on ac ross  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  over  towards 
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t h e  cemetery. W e  walked t o  t h e  cemetery area. That  is  a l l  
I recall from t h a t  p o i n t ,  sir. 

Q .  P o i n t  9 w i l l  show t h e  approximate area from 
which Sergeant  BUCHANON cannot r e c a l l  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  he  
took. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if w e  stopped h e r e  f o r  chow o r  
went on t o  t h e  cemetery a r e a  t o  " r i n g  up" f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  I 
do know t h a t  w e  remained overn igh t  i n  t h e  cemetery a rea .  This  
w a s  t h e  s a m e  as Bravo Company. W e  married-up wi th  Bravo 
Company. 

Q. Can you recall any of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  may have 
occurred i n  t h i s  nor the rn  hamlet,  Sergeant  BUCWNON. ~ n y t h i n g  
bes ides  t h e  f i v e  o r  t e n  bodies  t h a t  you observed? 

A. F i r e  w a s  set  t o  some of  t h e s e  hootches.  

Q. Other than  t h a t .  Is t h a t  a l l  you r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can recall. 

Q =  And once you reached t h i s  p o i n t  9 ,  i n  t h e  north-
e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n c i -
den t s  which s t i c k s  t o  your mind, a t  t h i s  time, then?  

A. No, sir. Other than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  moved over  
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and married-up wi th  Company B and remained over-
n igh t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  you observed a h e l i c o p t e r  landing
somewhere i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land ,  s ir .  I heard 
about it, b u t  t h a t ' s  only  hearsay.  

Q Sergeant  BUCHANON, I w i l l  now show you t h e  photo-
graphs t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you recognize.  What do 
you recognize i n  P-3? 

A .  I recognize t h i s  a s  being Sergeant  PHU, ou r  Viet-
namese i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. DO you know t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  Vietnamese t h e r e ?  
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A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q D o  you know t h e  area where t h i s  took p lace?  

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  area. 

Q- What do you recognize about P-13? 

A. I recognize Sergeant  MARONEY and Sergeant  PHU. 

Q MARONEY would be t h e  second person from t h e  
r i g h t .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  

Q And where i s  Sergeant  PHU loca ted?  

A .  H e  i s  t h e  next  man t o  Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q Do you recognize anybody e l s e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q Do you recognize where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken? 

A. I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  t e r r a i n ,  no s i r .  

A. I t h i n k ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  resembles Ser-
geant  LOPEZ. 

Q - Sergeant  LOPEZ i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of  t h e  p i c t u r e .  Do you recognize anyone e l s e ?  

A. This  looks l i k e  Sergeant  MARONEY aga in ,  and t h i s  
must be PHU t h e r e .  

Q Sergeant  MARONEY i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  would be second 
person from t h e  r i g h t  and Sergeant  PHU would be the  t h i r d  
person from t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Did you recognize t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I c a n ' t  recognize t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  s i r .  
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A. Twenty-three. I thought t h i s  was PHU h e r e ,  b u t  
t h i s  is  another  man, I d o n ' t  recognize t h i s  Vietnanese here .  

(The person to  whom Sergeant  BUCHANON poin ted  t o  
i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  is t h e  second person from t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  V i e t -
namese wi th  g lasses . )  

A. I recognize  t h i s  man h e r e  as being P r i v a t e  SMITH. 
I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. I know he i s  a member of the 1st 
Platoon. 

Q - P r i v a t e  SMITH would be t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  on the 
f r o n t  r i g h t .  Do you recognize  anyone else i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Do you recognize  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  w e  are moving away from My Lai  ( 4 )  
now and going t o  t h e - - t h i s . i s  my opinion,  b u t  it appears to  
me t h a t  w e  a r e  going t o  t h e  cemetery area .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. But you are n o t  s u r e  t h i s  i s  coming from My Lai 
( 4 )  then? 

A. NO, s ir ,  I 'm n o t  su re .  

A. I recognize PHU. 

Q PHU would be t h e  f i r s t  person from t h e  l e f t .  You 
d o n ' t  recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  photo? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. DO you recognize where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken? 

I c a n ' t  recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  no, sir.  

Q. Then you cannot i d e n t i f y  any of t h e s e  
as t o  where they were taken? 
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A. No, sir.  I cannot.  

0- Sergeant  BUCHANON, t h i s  photograph (P -1 )  which 
has j u s t  been annota ted ,  i f  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t  and t o  t h e  b e s t  
of what you can r e c a l l  from memory, I r e q u e s t  you t o  s ign  
your name i n  t h e  top  le f t -hand corne r .  

(The witness  s igned t h e  photograph as re-
quested .) 

The photograph (Exh ib i t  P-1 with anno ta t ions )  
prepared from memory by Sergeant  BUCHANON i s  en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  P-146.  Sergeant  BUCHANON, i f  I r e -
c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  you were wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  Hawaii. Is 
t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it is.  

Q. P r i o r  t o  your depar tu re  f o r  Vietnam d i d  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ,  compa-ny, o r  you, i n  t h i s  cas.2, d i d  you r e c e i v e  
any t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l  a s  f a r  a s  how you would t r e a t  p r i s o n e r s  
of war, noncombatants and o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

A.  Yes, sir ,  we d i d .  We rece ived  t h e  normal Code 
of Conduct t r a i n i n q .  Tra in ing  t h a t  we, a s  members of  t h e  
American Armed Forces,  were n o t  t o  break f a i t h  o r  d ivulge  
information t h a t  would be de t r imen ta l  t o  our  country.  We 
were advised ,  of course ,  t h a t  we were t o  admin i s t e r ,  a t  
a l l  t imes ,  and observe a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of g iv ing  humane 
t rea tment  t o  people t h a t  we d i d  t ake  a s  suspected p r i soners  
of war. We rece ived  no s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  on how we should 
t r e a t  t h e  people,  because we were t o l d  t h a t  i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  
was a suspec t  o r  suspected t o  be a  V i e t  Cong, he was t o  be 
t r e a t e d  a s  a p r i s o n e r  of war. This  came i n t o  a l l  of our  
Code of Conduct c l a s s e s .  Severa l  o f  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  were 
scheduled a t  Schof ie ld  Barracks.  A l l  t h e  men of  t h e  com-
pany were p resen t .  I t  was t augh t  by a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and 
t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate number of hours 
t h a t  you may have had on t h i s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number of hours .  B a t t a l i o n  
was schedul ing t h i s ,  ou r  S 3 .  I th ink  t h a t  they gave adequate 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on it. Of course t h e  Code of Conduct was 
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scheduled as w e l l  as t h e  t a c t i c a l  phase of  t r a i n i n g  and 
everyth ing  else t h a t  w e  rece ived  t h e r e .  There was no s p e c i a l  
emphasis p u t  on it, I might add. W e  w e r e  given t r a i n i n g .  

Q. Af te r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam d i d  you r e c e i v e  
any a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. W e  rece ived  an  o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
and techniques of jungle  warfare .  Again we w e r e  reminded, 
by t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  of course,  of  what our  conduct should be 
i f  w e  became a p r i s o n e r  of war. Of course,  w e  w e r e  t o  t r e a t  
t h e  people t h a t  w e  would cap tu re  o r  t a k e  under our  c o n t r o l  
a s  a suspect ;  w e  w e r e  reminded t h a t  we were t o  t r e a t ' t h e m  
humanely, a s  I r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. Sergeant  BUCHANON, I show you Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  which 
i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules. 'I Have you ever  seen t h i s  before? 

A .  No, sir, I was n o t  i s sued  one of these .  

Q Have you e v e r  seen  one l i k e  t h i s  before?  

A. No, s i r ,  I haven ' t .  

Q .  I show you an e x h i b i t  marked M-3 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you ever  seen t h i s  before?  

A. ITLvo,s i r ,  xe wcren't i ssued one of t h e s a .  

Q. Have you seen it before.  

A .  No', s i r .  

Q Sergeant  BUCHANON, is  t h e r e  anything which you 
can add t o  t h e  testimony t h a t  you have given today, which 
may be of h e l p  t o  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q. Sergeant BUCHANON, you a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should 
n o t  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through o t h e r s ,  d i scuss  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  
inc luding  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  w i th  any per-
son who may have been connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. 

Now t h i s  does n o t  apply,  of course ,  i f  you a r e  
requi red  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case  i n  another  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  

(BUCHANON) 94 APP T-79 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


l e g i s l a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  proceedings,  o r  a s  you 
may be requ i red  t o  do i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  
This means, poss ib ly ,  you may be c a l l e d  before  t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee, o r  you may be  c a l l e d  be fo re  a cour t -mar t i a l ,  
or something of  t h i s  na tu re .  This  means i n  t h i s  case  t h a t  you 
d e f i n i t e l y  would d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t  the re .  What we a r e  re -
f e r r i n g  t o  i n  t h i s  case i s  o t h e r  wi tnesses  and so on. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant  BUCHANON, we a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
today and t h e  information t h a t  you have given us .  The hear ing  
i s  recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1530 hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1150 hours ,  9 Janqary 
1970.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons are p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC MAHAFFEY, and 
MAJ COOP* 

(1SG Jay  A. BUCHAPJON w a s  advised t h a t  
he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

I0: Sergeant  BUCHANON, when t h i s  o r d e r  w a s  i s sued  t o  
you by Captain MEDINA, you had t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  Lieutenant  
BROOKS. I n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  i s sued  to  your squad l eader s .  You 
checked over  your squads and so  on. Did anybody e v e r  ques t ion  
t h i s  order  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. No, sir.  Nobody r e a l l y  quest ioned t h a t  o r d e r  to  
k i l l  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  nobody s a i d  anything about 
it t o o  much. W e  g o t  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  i n .  A s  I s a i d ,  I recall 
Lieutenant  BROOKS g iv ing  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on what 
squad was on t h e  l e f t  and what squad w a s  on t h e  r i g h t .  I 
c a n ' t  g ive  you t h e  d e t a i l s  on what squad w a s  where. I d i d n ' t  
hear  anybody say  anything about it, sir, whatsoever t h a t  
n igh t .  They may have d iscussed  it. I th ink  t h a t  one th ing ,  
p r i v a t e s ,  a f t e r  being wi th  se rgean t s  so long, they  won't 
compiain to him u r ~ i e s she  ca i is  thein i n  and i s o l a t e s  them 
away from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  men and says "Look, what ' s  your 
problem? You g o t  a problem?" Now, together  they w i l l  d i s c u s s  
th ings .  I f  a se rgean t  appears ,  they w i l l  s t o p  r i g h t  away. 
Any d i scuss ion  t h a t  was made o r  any comments t h a t  were made, 
I d i d n ' t  hear  them. 

Q Did you t a l k  with Lieutenant  BROOKS about  t h i s  
unusual o rde r?  An order  t o ,  i n  f a c t ,  commit an a t r o c i t y ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  concept,  s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  Captain 
MEDINA had given us t h e  impression t h a t  we would be outnumbered 
two t o  one. There would be a VC company t h e r e .  W e  would do 
b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  VC company. This  was t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  was 
r ing ing  i n  our  minds. What were we going t o  do i f  t h e r e  were 
more people t h e r e  then we a n t i c i p a t e d ?  This was t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  we were p r imar i ly  concerned about.  Lieutenant  BROOKS was 
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t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  i f  any th ing  happened t o  him, h i s  map 
would be  i n  h i s  l e f t  pocket  and I s a i d ,  "Well, mine w i l l  
b e  i n  my r i g h t  pocke t . "  A s  f a r  a s  any th ing  else, t h i s  
was t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  were concerned about .  We 
thought  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  r e in fo rcemen t s  t h e r e  and 
w e  would r e a l l y  have a h o t  b a t t l e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Th is  was 
t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  was r e a l l y  a concern of  mine. Tha t  
i s  why I took such s p e c i a l  p a i n s  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  men. 
I wanted t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  t hey  had a l l  t h e  f i g h t i n g  t o o l s  
t h a t  t hey  needed. To d e s t r o y  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  -- w e  
assumed t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e  would be f i g h t i n g .  So,  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  g i v e  it much though t .  

Q *  You were under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  c i v i -
l i a n s  o r  t h e  noncombatants would n o t  be  t h e r e ,  e i t h e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q That  t hey  would be  gone and you would run i n t o  
t h e  48th  Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ?  

A, R igh t ,  s ir .  The. VC b a t t a l i o n .  

Q . You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  you checked t h e  men 
and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you normally had t h e  p r a c t i c e  
of g i v i n g  them a can of beer  o r  s o  o r  l e t t i n g  them have 
a can  of b e e r .  How much b e e r  d i d  t hey  consume t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  Two cans  p e r  man o f  h o t  b e e r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  w e  
cou ld  e v e r  a f f o r d  t o  buy. 

Q. Did some of  t h e  men have,  i n  some of  t h e  
bunkers ,  a whiskey supplement? 

A. N o ,  sir.  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q- What t ime  d i d  you go t o  bed t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  About 12 o ' c l o c k ,  s i r .  

Q - I f  t h e r e  had been any d r i n k i n g  around t h e r e  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  would you have seen  it o r  known i t ?  

A. I would have known it, s i r .  I went t o  t h e  
bunkers and checked and I saw no l i q u o r .  
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Q. Do you know of  any men i n  t h e  p la toon t h a t  
made a p r a c t i c e  of us ing  marijuana? 

A. No, sir. I have never seen ,  even seen  
a man t h a t  gave t h e  impression t h a t  he w a s  under the 
i n f luence  of  marijuana, I have seen one man that  w a s  
drunk, one t i m e .  H e  went down i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  v i l l a g e .  
I n  fact,  I ' v e  seen t h r e e  t h a t  w e r e  drunk on t h e  whiskey 
t h a t  they  bought down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They consumed it 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Captain MEDINA ordered some noncom- 
missioned o f f i c e r s  t o  go down 'and b r i n g  them back, That  
was t h e  only  t r o u b l e  I had wi th  anyone e v e r  be ing  in -  
tox ica ted .  I have never seen anybody t h a t  appeared to . 

be  under t h e  in f luence  o f  marijuana, sir. 

Q .  You landed, Sergeant  BUCHANON, with t h e  second 
l i f t  and you f i n a l l y  joined your platoon. Do you r e c a l l  
wa i t ing  u n t i l  t h e  1st and 2d Platoons were on l i n e  and 
then  rece iv ing  an o rde r  t o  then move ou t?  

A*  No, sir. When I go t  t h e r e  everybody was a l -
ready moving. A s  I s a i d ,  I wasn ' t  even o r i e n t e d  t o  know 
s,fhere t o  go a t  t h a t  time. Through t h e  b r i e f i n g  I knew 
t h a t  I had t o  g e t  on t h e  l e f t  s ide .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ee  any 
of my people,  b u t  I saw t h i s  a r m  waving, p o i n t i n g  over  
the re .  I went t h a t  way. Some of t h e  platoon was j u s t  
i n t o  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on a l i t t l e  f o o t  pa th .  
Some of t h e  men were a l ready deployed and they w e r e
wai LL--- ran- - . - --- --L LL--- -r v*-zs J - - ~ , :

L ~ ~ C L C .  Y Y ~ ~ ~ Z I ~We yvL Ll lGLG J. ,,,,,,g t o  t i e  
t h e  men t h a t  I was b r ing ing  i n  wi th  t h e s e  men. There 
was no room i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  them. So, w e  deployed 
o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q. I would understand t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon and 
elements of t h e  2d Platoon were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Af te r  
they  had landed they genera l ly  deployed along t h e  l e f t  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  They waited f o r  15,  2 0 ,  o r  so min- 
u t e s  u n t i l  t h e  second l i f t  came i n  and then  they  gave t h e  
o rde r .  When everyth ing  was l i n e d  up and t h e  2d Platoon 
was i n  and t h e  3d Platoon was t o  t h e  west of t h e  LZ, then 
they  gave t h e  o rde r  t o  move ou t?  

A. I g o t  t h i s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a slow move- 
ment. There was a h a l t .  
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Q. When you were up i n  t h e  northwest co rne r  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  a  pagoda t h e r e ?  

A. Say aga in ,  siz? 

(The I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  shows t h e  wi tness  
on t h e  a r t i s t ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a  map.) 

Q. I t  was g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Did you no-
t i c e  a Buddhist s h r i n e  o r  a pagoda? 

A. No, sir .  I d id  n o t  s e e  t h a t .  

Q - I th ink  t h a t  looking a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo would 
probably be a l i t t l e  p l a i n e r .  (The I0 
shows t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t  'P-1.) 

D o  you remember Sergeant  HODGES i n  t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A.  He was i n  t h e  p la toon.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember 
him. 

Q. He had one of t h e  squads? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He w a s  t h e  f i r s t  sqnad leadzr. 

9.  How many squads d i d  you have on l i n e ?  

A. W e  had t h r e e  small  squads on l i n e ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  squads were on l i n e ,  though? You d i d n ' t  
have two and one? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  day. Three squads were on 
l i n e .  

Q I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  HODGES he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had 
t h e  squad that was genera l ly  wi th  t h e  l e f t  f l ank  on t h e  
nor thern  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  On t h e  r i g h t ,  they extended 
somewhat i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know 
what squad was on t h a t  s i d e .  
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Q - When you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i ,  what d i d  
you leave  it f o r ?  What caused you t o  l eave  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  
M y  L a i  ( 4 )  and head n o r t h  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  subhamlet 
o f .  Binh Tay? 

A. . S i r ,  nobody has e v e r  explained t h a t  t o  me .  I 
s a w  t h e  p la toon coming o u t  of  My Lai.  I saw Lieutenant  
BROOKS d i r e c t i n g  t h e  squad. I d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  I g o t  to  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  w e  were t o  search  t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I learned  why we had gone. I d i d n ' t  
t a l k  t o  him because w e  w e r e  moving, I saw him form t h e  
platoon.  It  w a s  always a p r a c t i c e  f o r  me t o  t a g  behind. I 
assumed my p o s i t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  behind t h e  c e n t e r  squad. W e  
moved u n t i l  t h e  p la toons  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I r a n  up t o  
him and he s a i d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  going t o  search t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
It was then  t h a t  I learned  t h a t  it was our  job. 

Q. Were you i n  r a d i o  c o n t a c t  with Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A .  We had a PRC-9 r a d i o ,  b u t  w e  never communicated. 

Q .  Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  reason 
t h e  2d Platoon was withdrawn from t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  l o c a t e  
two o r  t h r e e  VC bodies  n o r t h  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  I n  t h e  rice 
paddy t o  t h e  nor th  and t o  g e t  some weapons from t h e s e  
bodies? 

A. S i r ,  I don' t  XGGY a b ~ u tthat Ssing o u r  primary 
purpose of going over  the re .  I do know t h a t  i n  t h e  process  
of moving t h e r e  was one Vietnamese s o l d i e r ,  I assume t o  be 
a s o l d i e r ,  who had one M - 1  r i f l e  l ay ing  across  h i s  body. 
We picked t h i s  up. We checkea t h i s  man's body and we 
searched it. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  weapons I saw. 

Q- I n  Binh Tay, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had s k i r t e d  
t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  genera l ly  speaking. You had gone 
i n t o  t h i s  house where you loca ted  t h i s  tunnel  complex. You 
came back o u t  and went t o  t h e  a rea  where you saw t h e s e  
people who had been k i l l e d .  You and Lieutenant  BROOKS 
looked i n t o  t h i s  and why t h i s  was done. 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q =  How many bodies  were involved here?  

A. I c a n ' t  say. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  It was a very 
small  group. I would es t ima te  between f i v e  and t&n .  We 
were asking about it and t r y i n g  t o  i n q u i r e .  Nobody seemed 
t o  know because t h e r e  was nobody immediately g e t t i n g  alarmed 
about it. The people were cont inuing  t h e  search  and t h e r e  
t h e  bodies  were. I s a i d ,  "Who i n  t h e  h e l l  d i d  t h i s ?  What 
t h e  h e l l  happened he re?"  Lieutenant  BROOKS came up and he 
was q u i t e  mad about it. He was very r e d  a l l  over .  He asked 
me what happened, and I t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  know. I t o l d  him 
I came up on it a t  t h e  same time. 

Q. Did you ever  follow through t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
d id  happen? 

A. W e  asked and he asked s e v e r a l  people. We asked 
everybody i n  t h e  a r e a  and nobody knew. 

Q. How long were you up t h e r e ?  You moved a l l  by
yourse l f?  

A. The t h i n g  i s ,  s i r ,  a s  I moved around t h e  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I was looking i n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s ,  and I 
j u s t  happened t o  see  t h i s  b i g  house up t h e r e .  I moved 
up t o  t h a t  one. I t  wasn ' t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was moving in-
dependently o r  anything. I was going from hootch t o  hootch 
looking. I j u s t  happened t o  walk i n  t h e  door. 

Q How long do you th ink  you were gone from t h e  
time t h a t  you l e f t  t h e  southern p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
u n t i l  you re tu rned  back t o  t h a t  same p o i n t  o r  t h e  same 
genera l  a rea  where you found t h e  body? 

A. I would es t ima te  between 10 o r  20 minutes,  s i r .  

Q. What time of day was t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  time t o o  w e l l ,  sir. I t  must 
have been a l i t t l e  be fo re  noon, I would say.  

Q How long do you r e c a l l  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  subhamlet 05 Binh Tay? 
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A. W e  weren ' t  t h e r e  more than  an hour and a h a l f ,  
sir. W e  rounded a l l  t h e  people up and t o l d  them t o  move ou t .  

Q .  When you w e r e  i n  Binh Tay, d i d  you see any o f  the 
s o l d i e r s  molest  any o f  t h e  women? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  see anything. I d i d n ' t  see 
any s o l d i e r s  moles t ing  any women. 

Q .  A t  any t i m e ,  d i d  you round up the c i t i z e n s  o f  
Binh Tay and g a t h e r  them up? 

A. Yes, sir. A f t e r  t h e  o rde r  came t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g .  

Q .  Stop t h e  k i l l i n g .  Was t h a t  f a i r l y  la te  i n  t h e  
game? 

A. The people had been sho t .  W e  had both  assembled 
on t h i s  po in t .  I t  wasn ' t  very long a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  t r a f f i c  
came over t h e  r a d i o ,  and he  began t o  y e l l  t o  round up every-
one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We d i d  on t h e  southern t i p  the re .  W e  
d i d  and w e  t o l d  them t o  " d i  d i  mau" and everybody w a s  saying  
it, and they began t o  walk o f f .  

Q - They moved o f f  t o  t h e  southwest? 

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q When you l e f t  t h e r e  a t  Binh Tay, d i d  you move 
back t o  t h e  nor the rn  edge of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  sweep t h e  r e s t  
o f  your p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Af te r  we l e f t  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes? A f t e r  you l e f t  Binh Tay, d i d  you move back 
i n t o  t h e  nor thern  p o r t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  moving back i n t o  
My Lai ( 4 ) .  I d o n ' t  ever  r e c a l l  s topping near,My La i  ( 4 )  
again.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, we continued t o  move 
u n t i l  we go t  t o  t h e  cemetery a r e a .  I f  t h e  company stopped 
t h e r e ,  I am s u r e  we d i d ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  
I t ' s  been a long time. 
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a - I n  t h e  area  when you l e f t  Binh Tay, d i d  you s e e  
an H - 2 3  h e l i c o p t e r  land anyplace? 

A. No, sir. I d id  no t .  I heard about i t ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  only  hearsay.  

Q. Did you s e e  any gunships l and  any p lace?  

A *  They were f l y i n g  overhead, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
any l and ,  sir.  

Q When you reached t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
d i d  you see anything unusual t a k e  p lace  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i soners?  

A .  Captain MEDINA would s e t  up h i s  C P ,  and he  
would a l s o  have t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  form a per imeter ,  s ir .  I t  
w a s  a p r a c t i c e .  H e  had a p r a c t i c e  o r  po l i cy  t h a t  h i s  
p la toon se rgean t s  would be wi th  t h e i r  p la toons .  I was 
never nea r  t h e  CP unless  he would send f o r  us.  I f  he  
wanted t o  confer  with t h e  p la toon he  would c a l l  f o r  t h e  
p la toon l e a d e r .  Rarely d i d  he eve r  c a l l  f o r  t h e  p la toon 
se rgean t  t o  come up t h e r e .  I would come up e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  day t o  g e t  supp l i e s .  I went up j u s t  be fo re  dark I 
b e l i e v e ,  t o  p ick  up supp l i e s .  I g o t  some smoke and C-
xakioils.  A t  t h a t  time I s a w  nokiling o u t  02 t h e  ord inary .  

Q- Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land and b r i n g  i n  
an o f f i c e r  a long wi th  some ARVN and some National  Pol ice?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  s ee  them land t h e r e ,  sir.  I know 
t h a t  t h e r e  were some National  P o l i c e  with us and some ARVN's .  
I b e l i e v e  they  were i n  t h e  My Lai v i l l a g e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge. I do know t h a t  when we "rung up" t h a t  n i g h t  
over  i n  t h e  cemetery they were t h e r e .  Whether they were 
on t h e  whole opera t ion ,  with t h e  headquar ters  body I d o n ' t  
know. I do know t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  two 
o r  t h r e e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  and two o r  three--we had our  
own company i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and I t h i n k  we had another  man 
wearing s t e e l  r i m  g l a s s e s  of  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l i t y  who 
was i n  t h a t  a rea .  They were a l l  assembled a t  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  command p o s t  t h a t  n i g h t .  I went up t h e r e  and of  
course  nobody was up t h e r e  except ,  poss ib ly ,  t h e  r a d i o  
opera to r .  I went t o  pick my s u p p l i e s  up. Of  course,  
I had my l i t t l e  d e t a i l ,  and w e  picked up our  equipment and 
moved back down t o  our a rea .  That was t h e  l a s t  time 
I was up t h e r e .  
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Q - Did you see any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  these National  
P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any o f  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A = .  NO, sir. 

Q - .Going back, be fo re  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  site 
t h a t  n igh t .  Did you p ick  up any a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i n e e s  o r  
p r i s o n e r s  en r o u t e  from My La i  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  laager si te a r e a ?  

A, N o ,  sir. Not t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q - The 2d Platoon d i d  no t?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q - When you went south  t h e  next  day, p a s t  H i l l  85 
and through the hamlets o f  My Khe, d id  anything unusual 
happen dur ing  t h a t  day, t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. The only . thing t h a t  d i d  occur  t h a t  day, sir, w a s  
t h i s  man MEADLO. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  circumstances o r  t h e  
d e t a i l s  were, b u t  he was medevac'd, and he l o s t  a l e g .  I 
never  learned  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  on it. 

Q*  Did you see any hamlets o r  groups o f  houses t h a t  
were burned t h a t  day? 

A. That p a r t i c u l a r  day, sir? 

Q. Yes? 

A .  I know a t  My Lai  they '  were burned and t h e  l i t t l e  
hamlet over t h e r e ,  a few of t h e  houses were burned. 

Q A t  Binh Tay, then  some of t h e  houses were 
burned? 

A. J u s t  a few, yes ,  s ir .  Some of them were burned. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any burning a f t e r  t h a t  ope ra t ion .  A s  I r e -
member, t h e r e  were no o t h e r  houses o r  any o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  
burned a f t e r  t h a t  day. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  down i n  t h e  a rea  of g e n e r a l l y
t h e  Song Tra Khuc River,  running i n t o  some r e s i s t a n c e  along 
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about My Khe and p ick ing  up some p r i s o n e r s ?  These p r i -
s i o n e r s  inc luded  a p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  and a nurse?  

A.  That i s  p r e t t y  hazy t o  m e ,  s i r .  I xemdmber 
t h e  a c t i o n ,  b u t ,  I th ink  w e  d i d  p i ck  up a nurse .  The 
a c t i o n  wasn ' t  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q. The fol lowing day when you were moving n o r t h ,  
do you remember s e e i n g  a  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  t o  where 
Captain MEDINA was loca ted?  This  was about  noontime o f  
t h e  t h i r d  day. Colonel HENDERSON was aboard. 

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I do,  s ir .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  
were c o n t i n u a l l y  f l y i n g  around t h e  a r e a ,  and whether one 
landed o r  n o t ,  I cannot  say ,  because I d i d n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  
see one. 

1' . 

Q Over on t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  
c a l l e d  Co Lay. Sometimes t h e s e  a r e  known a s  Co Luy. A s  
you were t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  company, and a l s o  you undoubtedly 
had some f r i e n d s  i n  B / 4 / 3 ,  d id  you h e a r  anyth ing  about 
any k i l l i n g s  t h a t  may have taken p lace  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Co 
Luy o r  Co Lay on t h e  16th?  

A .  I understand t h a t  B / 4 / 3  was i n  an o p e r a t i o n  
s i m i l a r  t o  o u r s .  I d o n ' t  know what damage they  d i d  t o o ,  

. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know anybody i n  t h a t  u n i t .  We were 
a l l  t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know 
anyone. W e  s t ayed  o u t  i n  t h e  woods so  much we d i d n ' t  make 
t o o  many f r i e n d s .  Actua l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  know a man i n  t h a t  
u n i t .  I knew t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  because he chewed me 
ou t .  This  happened a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  o r  I wouldn ' t  have known 
him. 

Q What d i d  he  chew you o u t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  f o r ?  

A. One of  my bunkers t h e r e ,  two of  my men, I . w a s n f t  
around, b u t  two of  my men were p lay ing  " th ink  f a s t "  w i th  a 
grenade,  and he went and g o t  m e  and g o t  on m e  about  t h a t .  

Q. . I n  t h e  a r e a  where you w e r e  picked up by h e l i -
c o p t e r s  e a r l y  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  t h i r d  day,  b e f o r e  re-
t u r n i n g  back t o  D o t t i e ,  w e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  
you a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  a t  any t i m e ,  by Captain MEDINA con-
ce rn ing  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and so  f o r t h ?  
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A. This  was done a f t e r  w e  g o t  back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  sir.  
Here aga in ,  he  assembled t h e  company and s a i d  t h a t  we d id  a 
good job. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
i n  process  and would be forthcoming. I f  any r e p o r t e r s  or 
anybody should come around o r  anybody should ask any ques-
t i o n s  d i r e c t  them t o  t h e  CP.  That was j u s t  about a l l  he 
s a i d  about it, sir. 

Q Did you go back i n  one of  t h e  f i r s t  groups t h a t  
went back? W e  understand you were l i f t e d  i n ,  no t  by s l i c k ,  
b u t  by Chinook o r  CH-47? 

A. You mean back t o  D o t t i e ,  s i r ?  

Q. Back t o  ~ o t t i e .  

A. No, s i r .  W e  were i n  a s l i c k .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
a Chinook coming i n  t h a t  day. I be l i eve  they made 
s e v e r a l  runs with t h e i r  s l i c k s .  

Q. We understand t h a t  s l i c k s  were subsequent ly used, 
b u t  one of t h e  i n i t i a l  p la toons  was, o r  e lements ,  was picked 
up by a Chinook? 

A.  No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  go back with t h a t  group. I 
was re turned  on a s l i c k .  

Q Wnen you were quest ioned by Colonel HENDERSOX, 
d i d  he t a l k  t o  t h e  men c o l l e c t i v e l y  f i r s t ?  

A. No, s ir .  He d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  ques t ion  anybody. 
The ques t ion  was d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  group. A s  w e  g o t  o f f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and everybody jumped o f f ,  and were beginning 
t o  go down t h e  h i l l ,  he j u s t  stopped and s a i d  "Men, have you 
conducted y o u r s e l f ,  " I c a n ' t  quote  him, b u t  he s a i d  "Have 
you conducted yourse l f  i n  a manner t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese, when 
they see  you again w i l l  say ,  here  comes my f r i e n d ? "  I speci -
f i c a l l y  remember those  words. That '  s j u s t  about a l l  I re-
member. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  him asking any ques t ions  
about any inhumane a c t s  o r  k i l l i n g  of any noncombatants. I 
d o n ' t  remember him asking t h a t  ques t ion  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge. He may have, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. The ques t ion  
was d i r e c t e d  genera l ly  a t  t h e  e n t i r e  group, and then  he asked 
me. He s a i d ,  "What do--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  How many people were i n  t h e  group? 

A. Not more then  s i x ,  s i r .  

He d i r e c t e d  it t o  me, and he s a i d ,  "What about 
you, sergeant?"  and I s a i d  " I  have no comment, s ir .  " I f  
he had asked m e  why, then I could have o r  might have s a i d  
something e l s e ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  time he s a i d  "Okay" and went down 
t h e  h i l l .  

a .  I p u t  t h i s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  phraseology. This i s  
what we have heard.  "Well, you men have been on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  and you've done q u i t e  a good job, b u t  I understand 
t h e r e  has  been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l -
dren. Do any of you know anything about t h a t ? "  Would t h a t  
be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of what he s a i d ?  

A. No, sir.  

a. NO? 

A. No, sir. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  wouldn ' t  be representa-
t i v e  of what he s a i d .  

10: M r .  MACCRATE ? 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  BUCHANON, d i d  you have any s p e c i a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  ga the r ing  of i n f o r -
mation on KIA's? Did you b r ing  the  information toge the r  
w i t h i n  t h e  squads a s  t o  how many k i l l e d  o r  wounded t h e r e  
were o r  weapons taken o r  any of t h a t  information? Did 
t h a t  pass through you, o r  d i d  you c a l l  f o r  i t ?  

A. That  was genera l ly  a p la toon r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I f  
we were i n  an a r e a  and somebody g o t  h i t ,  I would r e p o r t  it 
t o  t h e  p la toon,  b u t  t h a t  was no t  a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
NO, sir.  

Q During t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March, do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of ga the r ing  such information and pass ing  
it along? 
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A. We d i d  n o t  g a t h e r  any in format ion  on any body 
count o r  any c a s u a l t i e s ,  s i r .  The on ly  t h i n g  p r i m a r i l y  was 
t h a t  had anybody i n  my p l a t o o n  become a c a s u a l t y ,  t h i s  
would have been r e p o r t e d .  

Q .Did you, w i t h i n  your  p l a t o o n ,  a t  any t i m e  
du r ing  1 6  March, submit  any f i g u r e  of VC KIA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you, a t  any t i m e ,  submit  any f i g u r e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants who had been k i l l e d  
o r  wounded? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Were you e v e r  asked t o  p rov ide  e i t h e r  f i g u r e  on 
VC K I A  o r  c i v i l i a n  wounded o r  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Do you remember Sergeant  PHU? I t h i n k  you re-
f e r r e d  t o  him e a r l i e r  as t h e  company i n t e r p r e t e r .  

A. Yes, sir. I remember him. 

Q Then you spoke of  a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r  who wore 
g l a s s e s ,  Se rgean t  MINH? 

A. I d i d n ' t  name t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  because I d i d n ' t  
know him, s ir .  I d i d  see him a t  t h e  "ring-up" a t  t h e  
cemetery s i te .  Tha t  w a s  t h e  t i m e  I a c t u a l l y  s a w  t h i s  i n -
d i v i d u a l .  I knew he  must have been new i n  t h e  company 
because Sergeant  PHU had normal ly  been o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r  
throughout  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  i f  t h e  man's 
name w a s  MINH o r  what. I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you recal l  where Sergeant  PHU s t a y e d  wh i l e  
h e  was a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I would assume somewhere nea r  t h e  CP, s ir .  I 
d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know where o r  what bunker he  w a s  i n .  He must 
have been nea r .  He probably l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  be  e x a c t l y  s u r e ,  sir. 
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Q. Do you know i f  he was i n  t h e  same bunker with 
Captain MEDINA? 

I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. Do you remember see ing  him t h e  n i g h t  before  t h i s  
opera t ion  on 15  March? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see  him the  n i g h t  be fo re ,  sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  him a t  any of your p la toon ' s
bunkers as you made the  rounds t h a t  evening? 

A. I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h r e e  smal l  squads 
t h a t  went nor th  with your platoon.  I wonder i f  you could 
be more s p e c i f i c  about how many men were involved? 

A. Normally, t h e  squads--I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
give you t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  I do know we were low i n  
s t r e n g t h .  I would say t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad had about e i g h t ,  
n ine ,  o r  t e n  men. The second squad had about f i v e  and then 
t h e  t h i r d  squad had about seven I b e l i e v e .  What we had done 
was t o  s p l i t  t h e  machinegun. We put one, I b e l i e v e  it 
was t h e  t h i r d  squad along wi th  t h e  f i r s t  squad. We were down, 
and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly ,  b u t  we were under s t r e n g t h .  
We were f a r  from being up t o  s t r e n g t h ,  I know t h a t .  

Q - Your b e s t  e s t ima te  would be somewhere be-
tween 15  and 20  people then? 

A.' I ' d  say about,  poss ib ly  about 20.  Twenty 
t o  twenty-one a t  most. 

Q Now, I th ink  you s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  you had 
been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  perhalps  a h a l f  an hour ,  and you had 
been examining t h e  tunne l  complex, t h a t  you came back and 
found t h e s e  bodies .  Now, was t h a t  a t  about t h e  same 
time t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS s a w  them, a l s o ?  
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A. Well, t h e r e  was some f i r i n g ,  a b l a s t ,  and I began 
t o  move up. He was coming from another  d i r e c t i o n ,  appagently.  
There were two o r  t h r e e  men s tanding  a t  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  as 
f a r  a s  perhaps where t h e  major i s  s tanding  (approximately 
8 f e e t  i n d i c a t e d ) ,  and looking,  and I s a i d  "What t h e  h e l l  
goes on? What happened?" I asked four  o r  f i v e  people what 
happened, and they s a i d  they j u s t  came up t h e  same time I d i d .  

Q. How long a f t e r  t h a t  d id  Lieutenant  BROOKS--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He appeared almost s imultaneously,  
too.  

Q - He was p r e t t y  mad about i t ?  

A. He was mad. Yes. 

Q . What d id  he do t o  follow up on t h i s  and f i n d  o u t  
what o r  who had done t h i s ?  

A. He began t o  ask everybody r i g h t  the re .  I n  f a c t ,  
he was i n  t h e  process  of asking me when t h e  order  came f o r  
everybody t o  move o u t .  

Q And everybody denied i t ?  

A. Everybody s a i d  they d i d n ' t  know. 

Q. H e  j u s t  l e t  it drop a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No, sir.  We ta lked  about it back a t  Dot t i e .  
He asked s e v e r a l  people about t h a t ,  and he was concerned 
about it. What happened a f t e r  we go t  back t o  D o t t i e ,  I 
c a n ' t  say.  I do know t h a t  he was concerned about it. H e  
d i d  ask t h e  squad l eader s  about it. I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Did he t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander about  i t ?  

I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  He d i d n ' t  mention it t o  me. 

Q Af te r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  d i d  he 
d iscover  any information a s  t o  who d i d  it o r  anything about 
how it happened? 
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A. I f  he discovered anything,  he d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  
it with me. He mentioned on two occasions " I ' l l  f i n d  o u t  
what happened he re . "  We d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it, b u t  he s a i d  
he would have t o  f i n d  o u ~what happened the re .  

Q Was it your impression t h a t  t h i s  is something he 
would have d iscussed  wi th  t h e  company commander? 

A. He might have d iscussed  it with the  company 
commander. I f e e l  reasonably s u r e  he  would have. He d i d n ' t  
mention it t o  me. He was a q u i e t  type of i n d i v i d u a l ,  and 
he d i d n ' t  do a g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k i n g .  

MR WALSH: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

10: When you were going through t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  p a r t  t h a t  you had seen up t o  t h e  time you 
had depar ted ,  how many dead c i v i l i a n s  d id  you s e e  i n  the  
nor thern  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ?  

A. Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  second v i l l a g e  t h a t  
w e  searched? 

9 No. The northwest p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
your p la toon -- My Lai  -- t h a t  your p la toon had proceeded 
through p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you e x i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  
go nor th?  

A. A s  we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r ,  I can 
say t h a t  we saw a small  amount of  o l d  males and females. 
I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  number. I would no t  say a l a r g e  
amount. There were a few. I couldn'  t es t ima te  t h e  number 
i n  t h e  p o r t i o n  t h a t  we moved through. I w i l l  say t h e r e  
were some, b u t  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say t h e  number, because 
I d i d n ' t  s t o p  and count them. I k e p t  moving. 

Q Did you suspect  t h a t  they had been k i l l e d  
by members of your platoon? 

A. I d i d n ' t  suspec t  t h a t ,  s ir .  No, sir .  I 
d i d n ' t  know how they had been k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  even 
s t o p  and t h i n k  about it a t  t h e  time. 

Q I n  looking a t  them, d id  it appear t h a t  they 
had been k i l l e d  by small  arms, by a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  by gun-
sh ips?  
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A. I w i l l  s ay ,  a s  we were moving through t h e  a r e a  
you could see  b r a i n s  and bone s t r u c t u r e s .  I t  could have 
been some heavy s t u f f .  I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say.  You c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  s e e  it a s  you moved through 
t h e  area .  

Q. Did you s e e  anybody shoot  anybody a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  phys ica l ly  see  anybody shoot  
anybody. 

Q- Afte r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  were you ever  quest ioned 
by Captain MEDINA, by Colonel BARKER, by Colonel HENDERSON, 
o r  by anybody a s  t o  what you observed on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  prepare a  w r i t t e n  s ta tement  on 
what you had seen? 

A .  NO,  sir. 

Q You were i n  Binh Tay and t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
rounded up. Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  a t  a l l ,  by anybody, 
o r  any arguments going on, about k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Not my knowledge, sir.  No, sir.  The o r d e r  
came down, no nare k i l l i n g .  That was it. Nobody s a i d  
anything. We began t o  assemble t h e  people and brought 
them a l l  down. I es t ima te  between 50 and 6 0 ,  a s  I s t a t e d  
before .  I heard no arguments about who was going t o  k i l l .  
No, sir. We assembled t h e  group 'of  people and everybody 
began t o  say t h e  phrase " d i  d i  mau" o r  " d i  d i , "  and they 
began t o  walk. 

Q Afte r  t h i s  opera t ion  was a l l  over ,  Sergeant 
BUCHANON, how d i d  your men f e e l  about t h i s  whole th ing?  

A .  Here aga in ,  s i r ,  no p r i v a t e  would eve r ,  as a 
r u l e ,  come up and t a l k  t o  a sergeant .  The only man I 
ever  heard say something about it was Sergeant  BERNHARDT. 
H e  was a p r i v a t e  a t  t h a t  time. He d i d n ' t  t h ink  it was 
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conducted t h e  way it should have been, and it wasn ' t  h i s  cup 
of t e a ,  a s  he phrased it. Other than  t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  
anyone else say anything.  Of course ,  he  was an outspoken 
i n d i v i d u a l  anyway. H e  was always on t h e  border  l i n e  o f  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  So, I d i d n ' t  say anyth ing  t o  him a t  
t h e  t i m e .  Nor d i d  Lieu tenant  BROOKS, I d o n ' t  be l i eve .  A l l  
t h e  o t h e r  men, they may have d i scussed  t h i s ,  b u t  i t ' s  p r e t t y  
hard  f o r  a s e r g e a n t  t o  g e t  anything o u t  of a p r i v a t e .  I f  
he  has  a personal  problem you t a k e  him a lone  somewhere and 
you w i l l  probably g e t  something. They w i l l  t a l k  among 
themselves,  and when you appear they  w i l l  probably s t o p  
t a l k i n g .  

Q To your knowledge, d i d  anybody e v e r  s i t  down 
pe r sona l ly  w i t h - a n y  men of your p l a toon  and t a l k  t o  them 
about  what may have happened? 

A. No, sir. 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1230 hours ,  9 January 
1970.) 
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