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him . The family trace their ancestry back four

generations, to John, Daniel and DavidJ>ol th-

wart, who came to this country » an day.

The father of Mrs. Farrant emigrated to Cleveland,

Oh o n 1884, but soon returned to Ins native

State' where l is decease occurred at sxxty-fonr

ye^'o age. He was followed to the better land

Cteen years later by his good wife, who bore the

maiden name of Susan Curtis.

To Mr. and Mrs. Farrant has been born one son

his^natal day being March 12, 1866. They ocated

in Roscoe Township, this county, in May of
^
that

^ ~bere t.hev purchased sixty acres of improved

farm land, to which they have since added seven >

acres The former tract was purchased from Will-

iam David Randall, who emigrated from Eng-

Z, andentered the land from the Government in

1844 Our subject has been engaged in th up

bolstering business at Beloit, Wis., much of the

time since locating here, during which time he

ented his property. He is now managing affair

hSsek and cultivates the soil in a most intelligen

Z profitable manner. In early life an old-line

Whig, Mr. Farrant became a Democrat at the time

Stephen A. Douglas was nominated for the Presi-

dency His son, Henry Ross, was a studen at

Mo t for a number of years, but was compelled

fo abandon his studies on account of his health,

and is now at home cultivating the farm.

^ 3£

)DGAR N. LINCOLN, who was the owner

and occupant of a fine farm on section 3,

_ Flora Township, Boone County, was bo*n

irionus Township, July 12, 1842. His fatner,

kdediah Lincoln, was born in Middletown, Conn

where he was reared and educated, and on leaving

h* native State went to Pennsylvania and made

his home for two years in Erie County In 1839

»,-0 eame West to Illinois, locating in what is now

Bonus Township, this county, and entered a toot

of Government land. There he resided for three

years,when, disposing of
that property, he purchased

Ld in Flora Township, where his death occurred

October 26, 1888. .

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

waS Marion Nichols, a native of Chautauqua

County, N. Y., and the daughter of

ols Her father, who was also a native of the

Empire State, when reaching mature years removed

to Ohio, and later came to Boone County, where

he was classed among the pioneers. He was a man

of considerable means, and invested his money ,n

Government land in Bonus, Caledonia and Mora

Townships. He only resided here ***T£J
however, and, returning to the Buckeye State, there

passed his remaining years. The maiden name of

his wife wasEsther Gore. The mother of our *,b-

M. and William P. ,

idsar N. Lincoln attended the pioneer schools,

and agisted in conducting the farm until Septem-

ber 4, 1862, when he enlisted m Company G,

Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, and served m the

Union ranks until February, 1863, when he was

honorably discharged by special act of Congress

He re-enlisted the same day, however, in Company

D Mississippi River Marine Brigade, and served

with that command until January 22, 1865, when

the command was disbanded.

November 15, 1866, when our subject was mar-

ried to Ellen H. Moss, he located upon a portion

of the old home which he now owns and occupies

He has made excellent improvements upon he

place and has the pleasure of knowing that l is

farm is one of the best cultivated in the count

Mrs. Lincoln was born in Spring lownsbip, this

county while her father, Asa Moss, was born in

1818 in Washington County, N. v .
His

who also bore, the name of Asa, removed from

Washington to Chautauqua County in 1820, and

resided there until 1836, at which time he came

to Boone County, and made one of the first set-

tlers in Belvidere Township. He secured a tract

of Government land, improved his farm and made

it his home until his decease. The maiden name

of his wife was Sally* Shirwood.

The father of Mrs. Lincoln was reared in Chau-

tauqua County, and when a youth of eighteen

years, came to Illinois with his parents, and secured

a tract of Government land in Spring Township.
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Aft,r his marriage, he sold his property, and re-

moving to Belvidere Township, purchased a fain,

which he occupied some years, and then lived re-

Tired in the city of that name until Ins decease,

November i, 1888. His wife was known in her

maidenhood as Alvira Stewart. She wa bom

in Erie County, N. Y., and was the daughter of

Hosea and Pho.be (Aldrich) Stewart, natives also of

"he Empire State, where their decease occurred.

M s loss came to Illinois with her brother Mathew

in 1843. She now makes her home with Mrs.

Li

The

n

following are the four children of Mr. and

uTunL- CarrieA.wife of Fred McCoy; Rosa

N Gracre E. and Walter E. The parents are

members of the South Side Baptist Church,

and, in politics, Mr. Lincoln is a Republican.

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

kEROY L. KIDDER, who was born in Me-

dina County, Ohio, February 12, 1832, rS

the son of Benjamin and Jane A. (Palmer)

Kidder. The father was born in New Hampshire

and died in Pecatonica when seventy-four years of

a.e While a resident of Ohio, he was engaged in

the'lumber business,which he sold out in 1854, and

coming to Illinois purchased a farm rn Sewa d

Townfhip, Winnebago County. In politics he

was in early life a Free-soiler and later joined the

ranks of the Republican party. Religiously, he was

a Congregationalism

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Joseph

Kidder, also hailed from New Hampshire and came

West to Ohio in 1816, where he died when seventy

years of age. The grandmother also died m the

Buckeye State in her seventy-.econd year. Ben-

Lin Kidder .
at one time walked from New

Hampshire to Ohio on a pleasure trip Mrs. Jane

A. Kidder was born March 5, 1810 at Glens Fall ,

N. Y., and was a daughter of Hamner and Deborah

/Lewis) Palmer. Her father came to Ohio in 1814

where he combined the occupation of a merchant

and farmer and passed his last years, dying at the

age of ninety-four years. His wife also died n

Ohio in her fifty-fifth year. Mrs. Kidder departed

this life at Akron after having become the mother

of nine children, three of whom died in infancy

and four are now living. An uncle, Joseph Kidder

was a patriot in the War of 1812, and a brother

o

our subject, Benjamin Franklin, during the late

war, was a member of Company K, Seventy-fourth

Illinois I**' ntry.
, , .

Le Roy L. Kidder attended the schools taught in

the old log cabin and remained at home until

eighteen years of age. He then went West and en-

gaged in mining in the Sierre Nevada Mountain ,

also in transferring goods from one camp to an-

other. Later, he became a large cattle dealer in

the West and in 1861, returning to Pecatonica rode

a mule the entire distance. Purchasing land «

G,ward ana Pecatonica Townships, he added to his

toot until he became the owner of four hundred

acres of excellent land.

January 1, 1868, Mr. Kidder was united in mar-

riage to Miss Celia Searls, who was born April 17

1843 at Hinckley, Ohio, and is the daughter _of

Gilbert and Elizabeth (Halsted) Searls. The father

was a native of New York, and on coming to Se-

ward Township in 1858, here passed his last days,

dying when forty-nine years of age. His wife,

who was also born in the Empire State, is still liv-

ing and makes her home in Pecatonica.

Mrs C.Kidder is one in a family of eight- chil-

dren, wven of whom are living. By her union

with our subject six children have been born£ire

of whom are deceased. Those living are: Nellie

E who was born June 25, 1868, is a graduate of

the Pecatonica schools, and at the present time is

u,o hpst millinery stores in the
conducting one of the best miiiin y

place. Ernest R. wis born July 10, 18/6, and

Lewis I,, July 27, 1878. After his marriage, our

S ct removed to the village of Pecatonica, where

he was engaged in the hardware b*sm«*|* Uo

years, at the end of which time he resrded o four

years on his farm. He then returned to the vrl-

^ in as partner a Mr Marston and con-

duced a general store under the name of Kidder

& Marston for two years, when our subject pur-

chased the interest of his partner and operated he

business alone for ten and one-half years. Iho

Ln style then became Kidder * Swart, and hi

present fine store building was erected. He or

whom we write is interested in the shoe factory in



Lincoln, Marvin

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE
A FRIEND OF" JOHN BBOWfl.

DEATH OF MARVIN LINCOLN.

ONCE A LOCAL ABOLITIONIST.

TTTT;5 * ; V l "

llrmiiilsipnrcx of the ''CimI orground
Itailroad"— Inventor of <he "Lin-
eoln Arm" Dies at Washington lit

I he Age of J>3.

Marvin Lincoln, whoso
(
career was of

great interest to people in this city, died
at Washington, D. ('., Wednesday, at the
ripe old age of !C> years and nine months,
lie lived here during Jo years of liis

life, from 1844 to 1859. lie was a mem-
ber of the first city police here; he was
a incmher of the city council in lsr.7, and
lie was well known in the business life of

MAEVIS LINCOLN.

[former Springfield abolitionist am] friend
of John Brown. 1—— L '

; t

Springfield. The story of his lite is timely
just now, also, when all the world docs
lienor to Abraham Lincoln, for Marvin
Lincoln was possibly a relative of the .war
president : lie ' was a neighbor and "a friend
of John Brown when he lived in this city:
he Mas an active Murker in conducting
slaves to safety on the "underground rail-
road" during the period of the fugitive
slave law. and last, but not least, he made
wooden logs and anus for countless vol
erans who sacrificed their limbs in tin

free the slaves and present
He was an ardent abolition
the years before the war
his life he was a strict total

many years he wa:<
worker. In I Sol) he

struggle to
the Union,
ist during
Throughout
abstainer, and for
an active tentperan
moved to .Maiden from this city and con-
ducted his business of" milking artificial
legs and arms in Boston, He was prom-
inent in temperance circles and ( >dd Fel-
lowship in Maiden, and he was also town
and city auditor for seven years.

The possibility that Marvin Lincoln was
a relative of President Lincoln is remote.
The relationship was never thought very
probably by Marvin Lincoln himself, but
nevertheless (he rolationsliip was entirely
possible. Marvin Lincoln was -born lit

North Windham, Ct.. and spent his early
life in that town. He used to recollect
that he had an eccentric relative in the
Connecticut town who was in the habit of
disappearing from time to time and re-
maining away for long periods. On his
return he used to say that he had been
into Kentucky, where be had visited rela-
tives. Just how much reliance could be
] •laced on .the statements of the peculiar
relative Marvin Lincoln never know, but
lie never presumed enough on ' the possi-
bility of his relation to the president lo
tall rlie connection a probability.

Ills Acquaintance Wit]] Brown,
When- Mr Lincoln settled in this city

he occupied a little two-story brown house
ou .North Chestnut street nearly opposite
what was (lieu Chauneey Brewer's nur-
sery. The nursery occupied the present
site ol the Sacred Heart church. A short
tune after coming to town he built a two-
lamily house on Auburn street nearly op-
posite the old school building. Hc be-
came an intimate friend of John Brown,
who lived near by. and had main- inter-
esting talks with him. They worked to-
gether in aiding fugitive slaves to get from
the South to Canada. Mr Lincoln de-
scribed John Brown as a "stalwart, broad-
shouldered man, braw ny and able to throw-
any ordinary man over a fence if he so
• hose.- His -eyes- would flash on occasion,
and it roused his lips would come together
almost with a snap, indicating his force-
ful character. He was cut out for a
.-'i-eai man." Brown was a dealer in sheep
and wool hi Ohio. -and came to this city
lo. establish a sort of branch office, He
brought with him a colore,] man and his
family, who were settled in a house next
to Mr Lincoln's. A son of that familywas later one of the assistant assessor's I

of the District of Columbia.
Mr Lincoln used to tell of his experi-

ences in this city as a worker on the "un-
derground railway." He said there were
many sympathizers with the work of slip-
ping the s aves on to freedom, who never
publicly told of their interest in the work.

v we™> I'owever, always ready to sup-
ply funds. He said that it was easv to
get money ,n cases of emergency from 'RevOr Samuel Osgood. Mr Lincoln would
go to the doctor and tell him a certain sum

need- that had just come to his attention.
Ui Osgood never asked a question, but al-ways gave the money. In one instance a
lusitivc slave named Isaac Dorset whosewile was a free colored woman, wastoned to leave this city hastily. He had
settled on Lssex street „m] worked in theBrewer nursery One afternoon a meni-
bei of his family saw a squad of mount-
ed men ndmg past and looking closely atthe house. On,- 0 f the men was recog-
nized as a southerner. Dorsev was has-
tily notified and that night lie was putaboard a (ram for Canada, the monev
having been raised by Mr Lincoln. WhenDorsey stopped safely 0B to Canadian soil
lie could see his hunters on the other side

man
Ningaru

-
They liad lost their

Mr Lincoln spent his boyhood in North
Windham, Ct., where hc was born. As a
young man he traveled a good deal through
Hie West and South for a millinery auddiy goods hrm. In those times, with rail-road facilities lacking, his loUg journey,
"•ore full of exciting and interesting ex-
periences. He spent two months at onetime in New Orleans, where he had anopportunity to study the conditions sur-rounding the negro which later made himso outspoken as an abolitionist. His two-months stay there proved futile, so faras business results were concerned Hiscmpoyer had sent a ship with a large
stock of dry goods to that port. Thewinds were unfavorable, however, and the
ship was beaten far from her. course. When
at last the vessel reached port h „ ;l s
lound that the goods had been Finned
and so .Mr Lincoln, w-ho was to sell the
;40o,ls. had nothing to sell. in IN.'l.S he
traveled for Spaulding & Storrs of Hart-
lord. Ct., who dealt in school books. Hemade as thorough a canvass as was no*.

sible of all the Xew England states, trav-
eling lrom town to town with u horse and
buggy. He sought every country school-
House, interviewed the school committees
who varied much in their intelligence and
mteresl in education, and he gathered a
la uly good fund of knowledge of human

!
nature.

I

The "Lincoln Ann" for Crippled
1 Soldiers.

His experience, however, was such, that
after it yeas over he resolved to go back
to carpentering, the trade he had learned

VJ
1

,

0
,"

!l v" l,,n
- lr '' <»mo to this city in

iS44 and hired out to do rough carpen-
ter work in blocking out the willow used
in making artificial limbs. He worked
lor h. Frank Calmer, who established an
artificial limb factory in Burt's block on
.Main street. Mr Lincoln R0 | acquainted
with the late DoForosI Douglass, whowas working at the same business, and
iiK'v worked together for several yearsWhen the Palmer company in this city
broke up Mr Lincoln moved to Maiden
opening a business for himself on Green
street in Boston, and Mr Douglass re-
mained in business in this city. Mr Lin-
coln invented and patented a number of
improvements to (he awkward contrivances
used in their time as artificial limbs. For
several years during and after the civilwar Air Lincoln made the "Lincoln arm "
which he had invented and which thegovernment furnished to its crippled sol-
diers. Deforest Douglass, who continued
the manufacture of artificial lens iu this
city, and who learned the business with
Air Lincoln, was. until his death some
years aco, one of the old familiar char-
a cters hereabouts. He went for vears
with Hie prefix "Dr" to his name, and his
characteristic dress aud manner made him
noticeable everywhere.
During the last few years of his life

Mr Lincoln could recall people that he
knew in this city. He recalled many of
the cripples of his time who had beenwont to go to him for help. He said
that he made the first pair of wooden legs

n?','v

' a1
;;

Lmersou AVighf. four times
or of this city. He also f lIrnishe()nibs to F. B. Baseom, who was then

ni tue insurance business here. He made
with his own hands the first

J

artificial legvorn by Maj-Gen William Francis Bart-

Ko i T A
wt

S° ]

!?
uor

,.
it statue stands iuBoston. When that limb had been fittedthe general walked out of Mr Lincoln'sMore and swung on to his horse alone

ie*- , 5,
Wi

'r

s lnarr' (>d on Januarv V
I V. i

. and Mrs Lincoln died iu 1898. afterfie two had lived together happilr for
T .

1-s
- After the death of his wife MrLincoln moved from Maiden to Wash-'

'"K ou D C. where he made his homewith bis daughter. Mrs Julia M. Green
a well-known physician in that citv Mr
of

a
*
01J

' * Liu-,u
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September 9, 19^7

Mrs* Minnie Lincoln Hale
lOt South Villi*
Independent;. Missouri

My dear Mrs- Hale?

I fear I am not going to be ahie to help yea

with your genealogical request shout sotw earlier neats

and date than you hove supplied.

If you could tell us who Warren Wheeler Lincoln's

father mm, we might he ahle to identify bin?.

Under separate cover I eai sending you scene psmphlets

which may assist you in this fuest.

Very truly yours,

UV:CM
A.Warren

Sector
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June 14, 1951

Mies Lois S* Wickers
5317 Weet 116th Street
Los Angeles U5, California

My dear Madaaa:

I regret exceedingly that tliere is not available
to rae Just now a raicrofilam which we secured on a Lincoln
family of Hew England hot Included in the Waldo Lincoln
Oenealogjr. As soon as I am able to refer to this film
I will advise you whether or not we have any information
about Lincoln-Farr connections*

Very truly yours,

LAWjJK
L.A.Warren

Director





*&y 7, 1954

Miss Ida E. Culver
3367 Prairie
Detroit 4j Michigan

% dear Hiss Culver j

The nam© of Sye$9Han or tfrlgitnan does not appear on
the official genealogy of the Lincoln famUy. Ton mil Hag attached
a list of Abraham Lincoln** cousins and you will observe the name
you suggested is not among them,

Very truly yours,

i^sKvfw asp Director
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DAVE BERGER TO HOST SOCIETY AID GIVE LINCOLN TALK ? OFFICERS TO EE NAMED

The Society will meet again this year at its annual May meeting as

guests, of Mr. and Mrs. David Berger, at 5101 Overbrook Avenue. As always

during the last regular meeting, of the season, election of officers for next

year will he held. The affair will also mark our host's hirthday.

The meeting will he at 8s 00 pm on 23 May.

David Berger himself will address the Society, on Lincoln the Lawyer .

Mr. Berger has said that he is not interested so much in the details of Mr.

Lincoln's life as he is in the man himself, and in the development of his charac-

ter. Certainly the years which Ahraham Lincoln spent as an active member of the

(Continued on page 6)

SOCIETY TO VISIT FREDERICKSBURG JUNE 6_

Three times in eighteen months the Army of the Potomac, pushing "on to Rich-

mond", crossed the Rappahannock River at or near the town of Fredericksburg. Each

time they met and engaged the Army of Northern Virginia in a notable battle

—

Fredericksburg in December 1862, Chancellorsville in May 1863, the Wilderness in

May I864.
On 6 June 1959, the Lincoln-Civil War Society of Philadelphia will see and

study all three of these battlefields, under the leadership of Park Superinten-

dent Northington.
Each field is worth knowing. Fredericksburg for its proof that "gallantry

is not enough", as the heroic Union army battered itself against an impregnable

positions and for its local interest on the Union right, as Philadelphia's

George G. Meade led his solid Keystone division, the Pennsylvania Reserves, to

the threshold of victory against Jackson. Chancellorsville for the brilliant

flanking movement which won the day for R. E. Lee, and for the shot which may
(Continued on page 6)

COINCIDENCE OR CONNECTION? THE LINCOLN NAME IN PENNSYLVANIA

The following advertisement was found in Benjamin Franklin's Pennsylvania

Gazette dated Thursday, October 1, 1730, by Milton Kenin. Dave Keiser, was the

advertiser an earlier relative of our Abraham Lincoln? Or is the name only a

coincidence? Notice the coincidence in the place name, too.

Run away on the thirteenth of September last from Abraham Lincoln of

Springfield in the County of Chefter, a Negro Man named Jack, about

30 years of age, low stature, fpeaks little or no Englifh, has a Scar

by the corner of one Eye, in the form of a V. Whoever fecures the faid

Negro, and brings him to his Mafter, or to Mordecai Lincoln living among'

the Upper Inhabitants on Skuykill, or to William Branfon in Philadelphia,

fhall have Twenty Shillings Reward and re afonable Charges.






