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(Marguis) KIDO, Koichi
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Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan

PRESENT : (Marquis) KIDO, Koichi

Questions by

Mr, Henry R. Sackett, Interrogator
Lt. Fred F. Suzukawa, Interpreter
(Miss) S. M. Betar, Stenographer

Mr. Sackett

Some time back, when you had Dr, TSURU bring in your
diary and some other papers, -included in the papers
was this instrument. I want to ask you about it, 1
have a translation here, Can you tell me Jjust what
the text is, where it came from, where you got it
and where Dr, TSURU got it?

I had this at home,

Where did you get 1t?

I noted it down when I read the memoirs of Prince
KONOYE, At the time the Prince wrote it, he showed
me his memoirs, ’

Is this your writing or Prince KONOYE's?

This is my hand-writing.

In other words, these memoirs were the ones that were
printed in the paper here shortly after Prince KOIOYE
died? |

I believe it was printed in the paper. The day that

Prince KONOYE died, I was confined here at Sugamo so
I don't know.
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When was it you wrote this - about what time?
I believe about one or two years ago.
I see, You have had this for some time?

Yes,

What was the occasion when you wrote this? Was Prince

KONOYE present?

I noted it down when I borrowed Prince KONOYE's memoirs.

In other words, he had written up some memoirs and
showed them to you? '

Yes,

Had they been printed or published, or were they private?

They were his own private memoirs. There was a type-
written one.

And you made some notations just for your own informa-

tion in order you might know his version of what took
place? ; ‘

And at the time the request that every material be
brought out, I believe they brought this out along
with the rest of things.

Yes, I know. You didn't make notes of the entire

memoirs but just picked out certain things you wanted,

to keep some records on? Is that right?

Because the memoirs is so long, I could not take down
all of it, so only those portions that concerned me,

I noted down.

Do you know whether the memoirs that were printed in
the press after he died were the same as he had
written and displayed to you some two years ago?

I 4id not read the memoirs that were written in the
paper, 1 only read a portion of it, Jjust one day's
portion. I believe it is the same one.
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Do you know where the original memoirs that were
written by Prince KONOYE are?

I believe it is at the home of Prince KONOYE.
When was it, to your recollection, that Prince KONOYE

wrote his memoirs about what hapnpened around 1940 or '4l7

I believe shortly after he left the Cabinet, he started

on his memoirs., I have no accurate recollection o 7 iy A
believe it is 1942 or 1943.

When was it he showed them to you - a couble years ago -

1943, perhaps?
Yes, he showed them to me at that time,

They had not been published in book form, or any-
thing like that in those days?

No, it was kept very secret because at that time
divulgement of it would subject him to punishment
under the peace provision law,

What reason did he give you for having written these
memoirs? Why did he write them or why did he tell you
he wrote them?

He wrote it for the intent of clarifying the Japanese-
America negotiations that were conducted.

He wanted to leave a record of what he had done with
reference to these negotiations so anyone could see
the position he took. Is that right?

Yes,

The way it starts out, does the first page pertain to
what actually took place at the July 2 Impnerial

Conference?

This is just an extract and each paragraph does not
join with the following paragraph.

This is the way it starts out, referring to policy:
"The Empire will eliminate whatever difficulty in
order to attain the foregoing objective," I would
1ike to ask with reference to that statement, was
that somothing that was decided at the July 2

Conference? -
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I believe so.

According to his memoirs, that is one of the things
determined or decided at the Imperial Conference?

-Yes,

Reading further, when it says the Empnire will con-
tinue diplomatic negotlations which are necessary
from the standpoint of self-existence and self-de-
fense in the southern zone and will hasten various
other nlans, was that also a decision. of the July 2
Conference?

I believe so,

In other words, KONOYE indicated that was one of the
things decided on July 2, 19417

Yes,

Do you have any personal recollection or information
that that was decided unon other than the fact you
read it in his memoirs?

Personally, I do not know anythinz about the decision
reached at the July 2 Conference but I learned that
only later after reading the memoirs,

I appreciate that you were not present a2t the Con-
ference but you did talk to other people on or about
July 2, 1941 that told you in effect what had taken
place at the Conference? That is true, isn't 1t?

I did not hear these clear-cut statements such as
these at that time, Later on, after reading the
memoirs, it sort of struck me as really being slg-
nifican% and for that reason, I noted it down,

Understand, I am only interested in honestly finding
out what took place at the Imperial Conference, I
only want to know what hapoened at the July 2 Con-
ference. Your notations read further: "For that
reason, she will make preparations for war against
Britain and the United States," Prince KONOYE in-
dicated that that was decided at the July 2nd Im-
perial Conference, did he not?

Yes
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On or about that time, didn't anyone else talk to
you with referen e tc the conference and indicated
that such a decision had been macde,

I did not hear any clear-cut statements like these
at that time. At that time, they were saying that
it was a Conference devoted mainly in order to take
measures against Russia and for that reason, our
entire attention was taken toward Russia and we did
not hear anything. As written later on here, our
immediate objective was to decide towarac not being
engaged in any action with the Soviet and for that
reason. that matter of war with the United States
and Britain did not come up. Prince KONOYE had his
entire attention taken toward the prevention of any
action against Russila.

T understand., You told me before that one of the
main reasons they called the July 2 Imperilal Con-
ference was to decide whether cor not to follow
MATSUOKA's policy of attacking Russia and at that
meeting, it was declded Javan would not engage 1in
war with Russia. And, that is the reason, 1s 1t
not, at the end of the notations, you have there
with reference to the July 2 Conference, "Finally
on July 2, I petitioned the Emperor for a council
in his presence and for the present decided not to
start any movement against Soviet Russia."? As Yes,

My next question is, I would like to know what was
decided at that Conference with reference to the
war against the United States and Great Britain,
According tc your notations from Prince KONOYE's
diary, it was decided at that Conference that Japan
would make preparations for war against the United
States and Great Britain, and also, was it not de-
cided that Japan would not avold war with Britain
and the United States in order to achieve her ob=-
jective as set forth in these memoirs?

Yes,

what I would like to ask you is, can you give me any
other information, other than what you find in these
notations with reference to what was decided at this
particular conference concerning Britain and the

United States?
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In the beginning, part of this is the appendix to the
memoirs of Prince KONCYE, while the latter pnart is the
text of his memoirs and the most striking one 1s noted
down here and I have marked paragraph 2 and paragraph 3.
There are others, but I have no recollection,

I don't aquite understand you., What do you say para-
graphs 2 and 3 from his memoirs are?

Paragraphs 2 and 3 are from his appendix to his memoirs,

And what did the appendix to the mermoirs purnort to
contain?

Relating matters tc the other - the memoirs is a narra-
tive while the anpendix is reference matter,

In other words, attached to his narrative statement

as to the story of the United States and Japanese diplo-
matic relations, Prince KONOYE attached an appendix
where he referred toc certain background material and
other factual materisl in which he was referring to

in the memoirs themselves, 1s that right?

I believe that the original in the Japanese-American
negotiations was attached tc the appendix,

And this section of part two, concerning July2, 1941,
you coplied from the appendix% Is that right?

Yes,

And where did the anpendix indicate this inTormation
that was therein contained came from? What was the
source of this information we are talking about? Was
it an official writing coming out of the liaison con-
ference or some such thing as that?

Prime Minister Prince KONOYE had the bill or »rovrosed
plan and I believe that he wrote it from that plan,

By that you mean that this appendix from which you
made your notes refers to the decision that was ac-
tually made at the Imperial Conference on July 2,
1941, as shown by the original, or a copy of the de-
cision of the liaison conference, and the conference,
itself, which was in Prince KONOYE's possession?

I believe soe.
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One reason I am asking is this, The other day when

I was asking you certain questions with reference to
what was decided on July 2, 1941, you told me very
definitely about the Russian decision, When I asked
you if there was anything further decided, you in-
dicated you thought that was the principle decision,
Then, I read to you from these notations I have, which
are now before you and pointed out certain decisions
had been made with reference to Britain and the United
States, at which time you confirmed that yocu recalled
conversations to that effect., What I want to know 1s
how you know those th'ngs were decided at the July 2
Conference and where you got your information other
than through this source?

Because I have no other sources of substantiation and
for that reason, I had no recollection at that time,

When I pointed out what Prince KONOYE had sald, you
recalled that you had read that in his memoirs., 1Is
that what you mean?

At that time, that portion of Prince KONOYE's memolrs
preventing action against Soviet Russia has taken my
entire attention so that part was written in my memory
while the other part, there weren't very many talks on
1% '

Well, I am not complaining about your failure to remember

everything that was decided on July 2. What I am

honestly trying to find out is whether or not the items

mentioned in this document you have were actually de-
cided at that conference, You think they were?

T believe it was decided at that conference and because

I was surprised, I noted it down,

Doesn't this refresh your recollection as to conversa-
tions with leaders back in July 1941, at which time
they told you that such decisions were made?

No, I did not hear anything about it.

In other words, you remember the July 2 Conference be-

" ecause of the decision with reference to Russia and when

you were reading Prince KONOYE's memoirs written in
1943, perhaps you were surprised to learn of these

other decisions and that is why you wrote them down.

Is that correct?

Yese.
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Q In your own-mind, you are confident that those things
were actually decided on July 2, are you not?

A I noted it down because I believe it was decided,

Q Did you ever talk to Prince KONCYE about it and tell
him you were surprised to learn about the southern
expansion and Britain and the United States, and did
not know it?

A I remember telling him that serious things has been
decided when all that time I thought they dealt mainly
with Russia,

Q What did he say in answer to that?

A I have no recollection as to what he said, Because
Prince KONOYE doesn't say much, I have no accurate
recollection,

Q Vhat was there in particular about what you read with
reference to the July 2 Conference that surprised you?
As I understand it, you were not surprised about what
was decided concerning Russia because you knew that,
What was there in there that surprised you in particular?

A I always felt that decision of war againcst Britain
and America will be made in the Imperial Conference
of September and here it is written down that it has
been decided at the July 2 Conference that Japan will
not avoid war with America and Grecst Britain. I was
greatly surprised, although 1t is written here that
war will not be avoided, It ccnsequently means that
war will be decided upon,

lﬁ Q And it was feor that reason you called it to the attén-
| tion of Prince KONOYE but you don't remember what he

sald about 1it?

A I have no accurate recollection, I believe that Prince
KONOYE has been thinking of things like this in order
to avoid war with Russia,

I don't quite understand that last answer,
I believe that KONOYE compromised,
Explain a little more what you mean by compromised, i

= O P O

I believe in order to prevent incursion intc the North,
he started to give his attention toward the South, q
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Do you think it was discussed at that July 2 Con-
ference and decided upon by those present as a sort
of compromise and diversionary program in order to

take emphasis off of Russia¥?

I believe so, although I am not too clear about it,
Hardly anyone knows much or remembers much about this
July 2 Imperial Conference because everyone's atten-
tion has been taken by the German-Soviet Var,

Do you think it is possible that Prince KONOYE was
mistaken as to these Cecisions with reference to

the United States and Great Britain being made on
July 2 or do you think it actually happened that way,
as written in ris memoirs and in your notes?

I believe that it is an actual fact; that it is not
a mistake. Althought I did not see the original, I
believe this is true,

This that is written in your notations, 1s 1t an ex-
act copy of what was contained in the appendix to
Prince KONOYE's diary, or is it just a summary that
you have written out in your ovn words? In other
words. does this contain your language or is it an
actuai copy of what was in the appendix?

This is an actual copy.

I still am not very clear in my mind as to where
Prince KONOYE got this information that he put in
his appendix as reference material with reference to
what happened on July 2, 19417

As Prime Minister, Prince KONOYE has a copy of the
Imperial Conference and I belleve that he wrote it

down from his coDye.

In other words, it is your belief that these notations

you made from the appendix to Prince KONOYE's diary
came in the first instance from the copy of what hap-

pened at the Imperial Conference of July 2, 1941, which
was in the possession of Prince KCONOYE and that when he
was writing his memoirs some time later, he referred to

that copy in order to write out his narrative and at-
tached a copy of it as an aprendlx as authority for
what he was talking about?

Yes,
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To be perfectly fair with you, the reason I am
asking these gquestions 1s that certain other people
who were actually present at the July 2, 1941 con-
ference didn't seem to have any recollection of any
such decisions having been made, other than the
Russian question, just like you did when I first
asked you about it and I would like to know the
truth of the matter as to whether these things

were decided with refercnce to the United States
andbGreat Britain in July or whether it was in Sep-
tember,

I honestly felt that it was a matter decided at the
September Conference but because 1t was decided at
the July Conferegce, I was surprised, because at

that time, it was completely a matter concerning

S viet Russia. I wish to make one place correct

in order to avert any misunderstanding. It 1s the
beginning of the second paragraph here where it says,
"The foreign minister mported to the Emperor". That
matter that was renorted to the Emperor was the opera-
tion against Soviet Russia and it does not refer to
the preceding paragraph.

I don't quite understand you., I wish you would ex-
plain that again.

The narrative has no relation with the appendix,

I see, In other words, down to that point in your
notations, you had copizd word for word what Prince
KONOYE had set forth in the appendix, then that para-
graph starting, "Besides reporting to the Emperor, the
F reign Minister made simllar exolanations to the Lord,
Keeper, etc.", that is your language?

NO.

That is which language?

This is the actual extract from KONOYE's memolrs,

There is a phrase that I omitted here and should be
included in the beginning of the sentence in the narra-
tive that I have extracted. It says, "The Forelgn
Minister reported to the Emperor about the operations
against Sovist Russia which the Foreign Minister advo-
cated ," Therefore, the narrative has no relation
with the appendix, '
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Just in all fairness to both of us, will you please
read and translate what your notations say as to -
what actually was contained 1in the appendix to Prince
KONOYE's diary so we may have 1t correctly? In other
words. to make it more accurate, I would like for you
to teil me just what was contained in the appendix to
Prince KONOYE's diary, according to your notations
concerning the July 2, 1941 Conference.

"Policy. 3) The Empire will eliminate all obstacles
in order to attain its above mentioned objective,

"Essentials., 2) The Empire willl continue necessary
diplomatic negotiations concerning tne vital regions
of the South from the standpoint of its self-exist=-
ence and self-preservation, and will promote various

measures in addition. For this purpose, she wlll pre=

pare for war agalnst Britain and America and firstly,

it will complete various measures against French Indo-

China and Thailand on the policy of "measures against
French Indo-China and Thailand and matters dealing

with promoting measures toward the Southj thereby, she
will strengthen the situation for southern advancement,

The Empire will not avoid war against Fngland and
America in order to attain or carry out its objective

as listed here,"

In other words, that part you have just stated repre-
sents what you copies from the appendix of Prince

KONOYE, memoirs?

Yes,

The writing that follows tnat immediately came from
the memoirs, themselves?

Yese.

I would like to ask you, was thls statement which you

took from the appendix and which you have just recited

all that the appendix contained with reference to the
July 2 Conference or was it just that part you were
surprised about and wanted to keep a record of?

This is just a part.

In other words, the appendix, itself, contained addi-
tional statement with reference to the decision con-

cerning Russia but you did not write that down because

you already knew about that?

Yes,
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If you were in my, shoes and were trying to honestly
and accurately ascertain just what was decided at the
July 2 conference, where would you go to try to find
a record or a statement as to the decisions of that
conference, other than what Prince KONOYE wrote a
year or so later?

These decisions should be kept by the Cabinet and
the Supreme Command,

Are they something that you think would be destroyed
or still in existence?

I believe they were destroyed,

Who is there that is living and available that might
through direct personal knowledge verify that these
things were decided, if I should talk with him?

I believe that he would have to be a person of the
Supreme Command, otherwise, they would not know,.

Well, of course, there were other people present at
that Conference, Who would you suggest I might talk

to who would tell me the truth as to what was decided?

I believe MATSUOKA knows it because he was Foreign
Minister.

In other words, it is your bdief that if I would ask Mr,
MATSUOKA if this was decided at the Imperial Conference,

he would verify that this did take p%ace?

Yes,

Is there anyone else you think of besides Mr, MATSUOKA
~who I might refer this to and ask to verify it?

Perhaps the Chief Secretary of the KONOYE Cabinet,
TOMITA?

Yes,

How about General SUZUKI? Would he be one who would
likely be able to verify this?

I do not know if SUZUKI attended the Conference,
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Q I am inclined to think that some of these peonle
who were present who have told us that they did not
think that was decided on that occasion but that
the decislons against the United States and Great
Britain took place in September, like you felt,
the embhasis was on the Hussian matter and did not
pay a great deal of attent on to these other de-
cisions be made, Perhapns they are honest in not
being able to remember these tniﬂgs were decided,
but I would like to find somone who can establish
the truth of the matter,

A Yes; ’

Q You would suggest MATSUOKA and TOMITA as the most
likely people who would be able to verify this
statement from the appendix of KONOYE's memoirs,

A Yes,

Q Let us look at your diary on October 2, You refer to
a conversation with War Minister TOJO regarding Premier
KONOYE's resolution, according to my translation,
What was that conversation as near as you can remember?

A The War Minister said that the deadline has been made
for the tenth of October and the War liinister said
that the time is now imminent, but he comnlained that
the Prime Minister did not yet show a clear-cut atti-
tude 1in regard to that,

Q What did War Minister TOJO indicate to you that he
thought the decision on the part of Janan should be
with reference to the war?

A I believe that TOJO had the determination and the de-
cision of entering into war 1f the negotiation was not
concluded by the 10th of October,

Q@ And what was he complaining about Prince KONOYE's
attitude?

A TOJO was complaining that KONOYE's attitude was not
clear,

*
i o —

Q Well, he seemed to feel that Prince KONOYE might want
to. negtiate further if successful negotiations had
not been completed by the 10th of October. Is that
right?

e M+

A KONOYE's attitude was not clear but I believe he was
greatly in favor of continuing negotiations,
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In other words, the gist of your conversation with
TOJO on October 2 was that TOJO indicated that at

the Imperlal Conference, it had been decided that

1f negotiations were not decided by October 10, he
was in favor of carrying out the decision to go to
war with the United States?

Yes,

And he was also concerned that Prince KONOYE would
not agree with him on that point and indicated he

might want to do something else to try to settle
the difference s with the United States, '

I believe so.

He also, did he not, indicate to you on that occasion
he did not think there wa: any hope of negotiations
with the United States being successful?

TOJO was of the opinion that the negotiations would
not be settled by October 10,

And he took the nosition that if the United States .
would not agree to the nosition that Japan had taken
in its negotlations, Japan should make no further
concessions but should declare war,

Yes, that was the attitude of TO0JO.

Do you remember your conversation with the Emperor
on the morning of October 4?7 In order to help your
recollection, I might say that it was on October 2
that the United States sent a note to Japan making
inquiry as to what she was going to do about with-
drawing troops from China and French Indo-China,

At this time, I believe Prince KONOYE renorted to the
Emperor of that note of inquiry from the United States
so the audience had previous to that dealt with general
political matters,

In other words, there was nothing significant about
your talk with the Emperor that morning?

Yes,




What was it Prince KONOYE told you after he had re-
ported to the Emperor with reference to that note
later on that day? What was your conversation with
KONOYE after he had seen the Emperor on that day with
reference to the note?

D

A I remember KONOYT saying that he would like to with-
draw troops from French Indo-China and China and take
on some means of doing it. That wacs the feeling that
he expressed to me at that time, He also said that
the attitude of the Army was stiffening so that matter
became more difficult., I said that the September Im-
perial Conference ought to be reopened and reinvesti-
gated; otherwise, the situation would not be settled.

» Did he indicate what, 1f anything, the Emperor saild
about the withdrawa2l of troopns from China?

A  “he Emperor said that if the Army's face can be saved,
he would like to take on some kind ol measures which
can be undertaken and save face,

&)

Can we say it was the Emperor's attitude in these
days that if Japan, and particularly the Army, could
save face, he was in favor of withdrawing troops from
China but that if they could not save face, he was
willing that Japan declare war on Great Britain and
the United States as the only other alternative?

A The Emperor was not of the opinion that if the Army
could not save face she should go to war against the
United States, but that every means be taken whereby
the Army can withdraw. troops and yet retain its face,
The Emperor always avoided war to the utmost,

Did Mr, KOBOYASHI, when you talked with him’ on October 5

3

'y have anything significant to say about tne Dutch East

5 Indies?

g A I heard him say that as a returnee from the Celebes 3

that the sentiment of the Jananese nationals there
are that war is imminent and that their feeling was

very tense,

Q On October 7 you had a rather lengthy conversation with
Mr, TOMITA, the Chief Secretary of the Cabinet, What
faction or group did he belong to so far as favoring war
or being opposed to war in those days?
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A TOMITA belonged to a group wanting to avoid war,

Q You would say he was not particularly sympathetic with
TOJO's views?

A No,

Q He summarized the situation in his conversation with
you by saying that the Arny felt the negotiations would:
be successful and Japan could not accede to the de-
mands of the United States, Is that right?

A Yes,

And when he expressed that opinion to you, he was speak-
ing of the attitude of TOJO and SUGIYAMA and MUTO, was
he not? ~

&)

A I édid not hear the deta'ls whereby those men were im-
plicated but I did hear that the directing body of
the military were very outspoken and making a strong
stand in that respect,

R When he referred to the Army, by that he meant the Army
group led by TOJCO, SUGIYAMA and MUTO, Is that a fair
statement?

A Yes,.

Q He also told you that the Navy had opposed that view
and desired to make some concessions and negotiations
further, Is that right?

A But the young Navy officers in the central body of the 5
Navy were of the same mind as the young officers of
the Army in that they were radical for a strong stand.

-

Q But TOMITA was of the opinion that the higher-ups in
the Navy, such as NAGANO and OIKAWA desired to negotiate
further and were more liberal in their willingness 1in
trying to negotiate than the Army group but he also
held the opinion that the younger Army and Navy officers
both sided in with TCJO in his way cf thinking?

A Yes, f

That was more or less in accord with the way as you
understood the situation and as you explained it to me,
wasn't 1t?

&
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A Yes,

Q What was it that the -Navy desired that the Premier
should do, according to Mr, TOMITA?

A The Navy desired that the Prime Minister take a
definite stand and guide the political situation,

&)

What sort of a stand was it that TOMITA really wanted
the Premier to take, one in favor of war or cne in
opposition to war, or what kind of a stand?

A The desire of the Navy was that Prince KONOYE take
a clear-cut stand and continue negotiations,

Q In other words, he expressed the fear that the Navy
desired Prince KCNOYE to lead the country in further
negotliaticns with the United States?

A Yes,

&

TOLITA expressed to you in that conversation that
it was his opinion that war Minister TOJC was very
anti-America, Is that right?

A Yes,

2 And that was your impression from your personal con-
versations with TCJO, yourself?

A Yes,

Q Do you recall anything significant from your talk
with the Emperor on that day?

o AT e ¥

A I reported to the Emperor about the conversations
I had with TOMITA.

Q What, if anything, did the Emperor have to say?

A The Emperor was dissatisfied about the stand Prince
KCNOYE was taking in not making himself clear and the
Emperor said it would be a very good thing if KONOYE
made a clear-cut stand,

Q I guess there isn't any question but what Prince KCONOYE
was very weak in his decisions in those critical times?
Isn't that just criticism of KONOYE?
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Yes, that is the great defective of Prince KONOYE.

He made it possible for War Minister TCJO and his

followers tc push their program through without much
serious objection?

Yes,

On October 8, when you talked to Mr, HARA, you dis-
cussed the conference of ex-premiers, Vhy was that
and why were theex-premiers being called into con-
ference in those days. My information was that they
were called ordinarily when the Cabinet falls., Vas
thls a different type of meeting?

This wasn't actually carried out,

Was it a plan?

A plan only,

What was the plan?

Because the situation was so grave and because of that

I thought the senior statesmen should get together and

help out in that matter and this was the suggestion or

talks I had with HARA but this plan did not materialize
at all, I

Had that ever taken place before or was it a new plan?

This is the first time I ever sooke of the plan,

In other words, the Premers previously had only been
called tc decide a new cabinet?

Until now, it wasn't concerned with other policies,
hat did the Emperor have to say when you talked with
him on that day with reference to answering the United
States?

I just told him about what Prince TAKAMATSU said in
regard to the reply to the United States,

What was 1t that was said?

Prince TAKAMATSU is a Navy man and he expressed the Navy's

sentiment, He said that something must be done in order
to avoid war,




Q -On October 9, you had a rather lengthy talk with
Prince KONOYE. As I understand it from your diary,
you expressed the opinion to him that the decision
of September 6 conference should be changed ‘so as
to.glve more opportunity for negotiations and that
you perscnally felt there was very little 1likeli-
hood of victory in case Japan and the United States
got into war. You were fearful Japan would lose?
Is that right?

A Yes,

Q You favored that Japan concentrate all her efforts
on the China campaign.

A Yes,

| A How did you pronose to avoid difficulty with the
| United States if more troops and more concentrated
| effort was made to conquer China?

A  Naturally, the non-withdrawal of troops would end in
| war but I sald that Japan should devise all means where-
| by she can avold war and I said that if Japan can bring
| her strength out tc the extent of fighting America,
she cught to use that strength in solving the China
incident.

Q Do you mean that you felt that if Japan would follow
your reasoning and concentrate on China, she would
involve herself in war with the United States?

A I felt that if Japan did not go down into the South
she will not beccome engaged in war with America and
therefore I felt that the China incident ought to
be settled and troops should be withdrawn from French

Indo-China.

Q In other words, 1t was your opinion, as expressed to
?rince KONOYE that Japan should abandon its southern
expansion program and stationing of troops in French
Indo-China and should concentrate her efforts of
fighting in China?

A My greatest concern-was not tc fight with America,
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You thought that would avoid war with the United
States - that sort of a program?

And I felt that if negotiations with America can
be kept right on continuously, I felt that an under-
standing between the two can be reached,

We can say that it was your thought and suggestion in
those days that Japan abandon this plan on the part
of the military to go intoc the South Pacific and she
should fight in China but you were opposed to having
Japan coming out and withdrawing troops in China to
meet the then demands of the United States?

Yes,

Ynhat did Prince KONOYE have to say to that suggestiocn
of yourself?

Prince KONOYE listened to me but he did not disagree
with me, but he did not show such great interest as
to follow my suggestion,

Your suggestion was more or less a compromise to
abandon the Southern Pacific Expansion Program but

tc go ahead and complete the nolicy of bringing about
a hew order in East Asia by fighting the China War to
a successful conclusion?

And I said that Japan has enough strength to go to war
against the United States and she ought to use her
strength against China and settle the inclident there.

One of the things that was embarrassing to Japan in
those days was that she could not bring the China "ar
to a conclusion and you wanted to concentrate Japan's
efforts on that and argued that if she were strong
enough to fight the United States, she ought to be
able to settle the China War?

The consequence of concentrating in China would mean
that the S uthern Expansicn Program would be suspended

~

-

and thereby war with the United States would be avoided.

Can we say~that it was your feeling in those days as
to Japan's foreign policy, she should not try to bring

about a new order in East Asia and the Southern regions

but she should bring about a new order only in China
and Manchuria, according to her original plan or
efforts?
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If settlement can be had with China, it felt that
all those matters of territory and cooperation’ and

co-prosperity sphere can be brought forth through
cooperation,

Irrespective of how the China War may have started,
1t is true that after it had been going on for some
time, at least Japan adopted a foreign policy of
deciding to establish a new order in East Asia to
the extent of becoming the dominant power in China
and Manchuria, Isn't that true?

The spirit of domination was not strong on the part
of Japan,

By domination, I mean she desired to exercise in-
fluence in Ch{na through a Government such as Nanking,
like she was doing in Manchuria through the puppet
government,

But Japan did not intend to make Manchuria a puppet
nation and Nanking a puppet nation, but through them
a firm nation would be established and she thought to
make them develop through them,

Certainly, you will agree with me insofar as Manchuria
was concerned, 1t was the policy of Jaran to ccntrol

the resources and the Government of Manchuria through
a puppet government, There is no guestion of that?

Yes,

Can't we honestly say that some time after the China
War started, Japan's foreign policy, insofar as China

was concerned, was to control in some degree the Govern-
ment and activities in China thrcugh a puppet Zovernment?

Naturally at the beginning it would have toc be a
puppet government, But Janan's intention was to teach
them and to lezd them and then give them self-deter-
mination and independence.

Japan had an opportunity to do that in Manchuria but
she never saw fit to do so, did she?

She continued to exert great influence over Manchuria
through a puppet government and did not withdraw and
permit the Government to operate independently?

Naturally, it just won't come out, It would not
materialize so quickly.

723 :

A S . . el ' ® s



)

Irrespective of what your pbersonal views might have
been on the subjeet, don't you agree with me that it
was the foreign policy of Japan in these days we are
talking about to control and direct the affairs of
China and lManchuria through a puppet government?

Yes,

That was the foreign policy advocated by MATSUOKA,

wvas 1t not, and by TCJO and the military group that
he led?

"hat is the course or the way of doing of the military,

I think you sald that the Navy leaders were not so
strongly in favor of that foreign policy, Is that
TRUE?

So the Navy was not in favor of it,.

But they did come to favor the southern expansion pro-
gram because of the supplies that Javan needed?

Yes,

On October 10, when you talked to the Zmperor, what
did he have to say with reference to Prince FUSHIMI?

Primc e FUSHIMI reported of the sentiment held by the
young officers and he said that war seemed to be un-
avoldable, Upon hearing that, the Emperor became very
disappointed,

What was Prince FUSHIMI's capacity in the government or
military circles in those days?

He was retired so he had no post,

In other words, Prince FUSHIMI reported to the Emperor
that the young Navy officers were very much in favor of
fighting a war with the United States and the Emperor
was concerned, wasn't he?

Yes,

I wish you would tell me what you know about what took
place at that important meeting on October 12 between
War Minister TOJO and Navy Minister OIKAWA, and Foreign
Minister TOYODA out at Prince KONOYE's home. Before
you proceed, I would like to ask you this question:
Wasn't General SUZUKI also present,
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I believe he attended, too.

I might say that Prince KONOYE so states in his
memoirs, You think he was present, do you?

Yes, I think so,

Tell me what you know about that meeting. What took
place there and how you know it,

Prince KONOYE, at his private homein Ogikubo, on
October 12 called in the concerned ministers and talked
to them about the Japanese-American negotiations,

May I interrupt you to ask you this question: Vhere
did you get your information as to what took place
at this meeting inasmuch as you were not versonally
present?

Chief Secretary TOMITA at nine o'clock that night re-
ported this fact to me,

You mean he renorted the fact there was going to be
a meeting but did he tell you what happened at the
meeting?

Because he came to me at nine o'clock, he told me

all that happened at the meeting., As written in the
dlary, it says, "At nine o'clock, Chief Secretary
TOHITA came to my home and gave %he following outline
to me,"

May I ask, was iir. TOMITA present at that meeting at
Prince KONOYE's home?

I believe he.was attending that meeting,

In other words, he told you what had taken olace accord-
to his observa%ions because he was personally present
at the meeting? Go ahead and tell me about 1T,

The War Minister said that there is no hope of an under-
standing between Japan and America,

That was General TOJO, wasn't it?

TOJO, and he reguested the great decision of war,
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By that you mean he requested that Janan should de-
clare war on the United States., Is that right?

Yes, but TOJO continued that if this understanding
between America and Janan can be established and
such a confidence and exp®anation is heard, he
naturally would not prefer war,

ell, in effect, according to TOMITA, TOJO said that
he thought the negotiations would not be successful
and Japan shoulcd decide to go ahead and fight a war,
but he added if there was any hope for success, he
woulg oppose it, but he didn't think there was any
hope

Yes, and the Navy Minister said that war should be
avolded as much as possible and he said that Japan

1s facing two roads; the road of dinlomacy and the
road of war, And, if Jacan is going to take the road
of diplomacy he will want her utmost to be done in
that respect and if the half-hearted negotiations is
not developed, then the decision of war is not a

good thing to do, The Navy Minister requested that
the Prime Minister take a strong stand in either ecase
and then lead the nation in that respect, The “rime
Minister said that he has hone in the negotlations so
he wished to proceed with this opinion. The Foreign
Minister said that even though he may have confldence,
the other side is not determinable and therefore an
accurate estimate cannot be given but the Forelgn
Minister said there is hope and the pronosal of War
Minister TOJO has been reached that are pertaining

to Japanese-American negotiations; A) that the various
measures centering on the occupation forces and other
problems will not be altered; and b) the results of the
China incident will not be tampered with. S0, in
dealing with the possibility of succeeding in diplo-
macy, he desired that the S5,,preme Command would give
its determination before the desired time,

The first pnart of the agreement was that the station-
ing of troops and their policy with reference to that
would not be altered; and the second part was that
Japan should go through with its prigram in China,
and what else after that?

726




&)

A

L

And under the second agreement that was mentioned, it

1s desired th=zt the Supreme Command make tlear that
confidence be obtained for making the diplomacy success-
ful by the time desired by the Supreme Command,

By way of summary, it was finally decided at this
meeting that the 5apanese policy of stationing troops
in French Indo-China would not be altered and second,
that Japan would go through with its program of fight-
ing the war in China to a successful conclusion, Is
that right?

Yes,

And third, efforts would be made to conduct success-
ful negotiations_with the United States before when?

“ne time desired by the Sypreme C,mmand,
Did Mr, TOMITA state what that time was?

No, there 1s a continuation, In addition to the above,
mentioned confidence, the diplomatic policy will be
continued by proceeding withh the above-mentioned de-
cision, the preparation in the way of operations will
bg discontinued, and pertaining to the above, the
Foreign liinister determined whether those things that
are mentioned are possible, ’

Ssummarizing again, it was decided at that meeting at
Prince KONOYE's home that Japan would stand firm on
her policy of stationing troops in China and French
Indo-China and second, she w uld continue to carry
out her policy of fighting the war to a successful
conclusion in China, and that Japan would continue
negotiations further with the United States in an
effort to peacefully settle her differences and that
for the time being, any operations that had been put
in effect looking %owards commencement of war with
the United States would be stopped, Is that right?

Yes, and it was decided that the Foreign Minister
will study whether that can be done or not,

Wno else did you talk to about this meeting besides
Mr, TOMITA after it had taken place?
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Only TOMITA.

I don't mean on this dzy. Certainly you discussed
what hapoened with Prince KCNOYE, did you not?

I spoke to him the following day.

Did he tell you the same thing with reference to what
happened at that meeting or did he add anything new?

I heard the story concerning that,
I don't understand that,
No, I didn't hear anything new,

You talkedvith War Minister TOJO about what had taken
nlace at the meeting after it was over, did you not?

gthhe 14th, for the first time, I heard the story from
0JO.

That did he have tc say about that meeting on the 12th
and what was taking plzce in those days?

TOJO said that he had nc hope of the success of the
Javanese-American negotiations but because of the atti-
tude and opinicn of the Prime lMinister, he will wait
until the Foreign Minister made a study of the
possibility of carrying the suggested prograr out but
as military men, preparation for war will be privately
continued,

Vhere was it that he talked to you on that day, at
your office?

At my office,

How long was it-he talked to you? Was 1t a long con-
versation or a short one?

I don't .believe it was very long.

In effect, he told you, although he had no hope of the
success of the negotiations that he was agreeable to
changing the October 10th deadline and permitting fur-
ther negotiations to see if they cculd be successful
but in the meantime, as a military leader, he was

going to see to it £hat preparations for war continued?
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But he sald because the ['oreign liinister is making a

study, he is withdrawing any direct preparation for
war,

He was withholding commencing ovnerations?

Yes,

It is also true that War Minister TOJO insisted that
in these negotiztions, Japan would not concede to
the withdrawing of any troops and also would insist
upon the right to continue to fight the China War to
a successful conc'usion, Those were the rights he
insisted uoon?

Yes.

Is that what he talked you about on that day?

I believe the details were given to me only from TCMITA.
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