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Hygiene?





1. The science of health, its 
promotion and preservation.

2. Those conditions and practices 
that promote and preserve 
health.

3. Cleanliness.
from Wiktionary

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/hygiene


For code:
“conditions and practices that 

maintain healthy licensing”



Are we
unhealthy?



Is our current state unhealthy?

Don’t know for certain, but...





Are our practices unhealthy?



Is this actually a problem?
StackOverflow is CC.



Code scans



Problems can include:



Missing license 
information



compatibility problems



failure of attribution



Does this matter?



Historically, doesn’t matter:

● WMF’s code has been a service
● less third-party code



Will matter more in future:

● more Debian repos
● more apps

● more third-party code
● more AGPL(?)



also matters:
our code is hostile to sharing



costs are not
 hypothetical



So what 
should we do?



For code:
“conditions and practices that 

maintain licensing health”



“conditions”



understand the state of the code





define a standard header



# This file is subject to the license terms in the LICENSE
# file found in the [PROJECT] top-level directory and at 
# https://git.wikimedia.org/blob/[PROJECT]/HEAD/LICENSE. No 
# part of [PROJECT], including this file, may be copied, 
# modified, propagated, or distributed except according 
# to the terms contained in the LICENSE file. 
# 
# Copyrighted by the Mediawiki developers. See the CREDITS 
# file in the [PROJECT] top-level directory and at 
# https://git.wikimedia.org/blob/[PROJECT]/HEAD/CREDITS 



use the standard header



can be as easy as 
M-x legalese



“practices”



ensure we’re 
publishing

 good binaries?



scans at 
commit 

time?



Linus’s
solution



By making a contribution to this project, I certify that:

a. The contribution was created in whole or in part by me and I have 
the right to submit it under the open source license indicated in the 
file; or

b. The contribution is based upon previous work that, to the best of 
my knowledge, is covered under an appropriate open source license and 
I have the right under that license to submit that work ...

c. The contribution was provided directly to me by some other person 
who certified (a), (b) or (c) ...



in conclusion



questions?



Thanks!

Luis Villa
lvilla@wikimedia.org / User:LuisV (WMF) 

Stephen LaPorte
slaporte@wikimedia.org / User:Slaporte (WMF)

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:LuisV_(WMF)
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Slaporte_(WMF)


Image attributions 
Images listed in order of use. All images 

under CC BY-SA 3.0 unless otherwise noted.

● Wiktionary Logo, by Smurrayinchester
● Was soll ich werden, public domain via 

Universitätsbibliothek Braunschweig
● Stackoverflow screenshot, by Luis Villa, 

under fair use
● Rad 1706 False color skull, by Nevit 

Dilmen
● Screenshot of birken.c, by Michael 

Birken
● Screenshot of Wikimedia Android app
● Four Seasons Hotel, by Peter Kaminski, 

under CC BY 2.0
● Die Medizin, public domain
● Brain chrischan 600, by Christian Linder
● Linus Torvalds in the kitchen, by Mitch 

Altman, under CC BY-SA 2.0

Slides
This slide deck is made available by the authors 

(Luis Villa and Stephen LaPorte) under CC BY-SA 
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