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CRACK TEAMS (™ :

PUT ‘PEP’ INTO

PLANECONTEST]

Long-Standing Records Broken
Saturday by Experts of
Aviation

LOTS OF ENTHUSIASM

Weekly Contesis Brings Out Great
Rivalry---Proves kir Service
Has Picked Personnel

What were thought to be records
that would stand for some time were
given a death blow Saturday afternoon,
Dec., 2lst, when a crack team from
field fourieen lowered the best previous
record by approximately twenty min-
utes for dis-assembling, assembling,
taking out and replacing motor on Type
24 Nieuport.

Stimulated by the prize money of 200
francs to the winner and 100 for the
second team to finish, the men went to
work with a vim that has never been
surpassed by any teams during the en-
tire series of contests. There has devel-
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Lol. Bingham

To the Officers and Men of the 3rd A. I. C.

The splendid work and fine spirit of (eam play which has
characterized this Post has been due to yourearnest desire that
the American Air Service should be as sueeessful as possible.
The ““folks at home” have always had the greatest faith in Am-
erican Aviation, taking pride in the fact that the first successful
airplanes were built and flown in America. They desired, above
everything else, to overwhelm Germany in the air.  We have
evidence that Germany was beginning to feel this and that her
willingness to accept the severe conditions of Lhe armistice was
partly due le the knowledge she had of the success of cur
aviators.

A Holiday Greeting from Lt.
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It must always be the greatest satisfaclion to you to have
had such an active part in winning the war. While the war
was won by the services of every one who whole-heartedly gave
himself to the cause of his Country, and who was willing to die
facing Germany, it was not given to many meén outside of the

ala

had in beating the Hun.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

HIRAM BINGHAM,
Lieut.-Col., Air Service

-

oped quite a spirit of rivalry at the new i

sport and it is probable that there will
be many interesting attempts to better
the present record.

he held eachSaturdayafternoon,weather
perzaitling. 2

The men composing the field fourieen
team were: Planecrew, Sgt.Lee Ander-
son of Elko, Nev., Chir. Fred Brown of
Bakersfield, Calif., Sgt. S. W. Ewell of
Brighton, Mass., Pvt. Edward shpeter
of Duluth; Minn.,and Pvt. W. E. Maupin
of Fallon, Nev., all of the 10th A. S
Motor Crew, Sgt. T. E. Maloney, Fres-
no, Calif., Sgt. G. k. McTeer, Char-
lotte, N. C.,and Chfr. E. L. (Dad) Stewart
of Hamilton, Tex., all of the 10th A. S.

A team from Aero Repair finished sec-

ond. Its members were: Motor Crew,
Sgt. C. F. Martain of Tyrone, Pa., 802nd
A. S., Sgt. C. L. Neilan of Fresno, Calif.,
32ad A. S., Sgt. R. J. Hock of Flagstafl,
Ariz., 32nd; Plane Crew, Sgt. Chas.
Garlick, W. Springfield, Mass., Sgt.
G. H. Egglefield, New York and Pvt. J.
F. Koblack of Perth Amboy, N. J. all
of the 32nd together with Sgis. William
L.owndes of Brooklyn, N. Y. and L. R.
DeMont of Denver, Colo., 802nd A. S.

The field five team which finished
third was composed of the following:
Mector crew, Chfr. Theodore Holmes ol
Houston, Pa., 31st, Sgt. B. Manwiller of
Orchard, lowa, 101st and Chfr. W. H.
McMahon of Gladstone, Ore., 31st; the
Plane Crew, Sgts. Jesse Tarcell of Elk-
hart, Ind., J. S. Downie of Downieville,
Pa., F. W. Gordon of Taft, Calif., and
A. E. Jacebson of LeGrande, Ore., and
Chfr. A. J. Burk of Dunkertown, Iowa,
all of the 31st Squadron.

As was shown by the large numbsar
spectators and the bands from both the
main field and field seven present, this
is becoming the favorite sport with all
and each contest is eagerly looked for-
ward to. The official results of the
contest were as follows:

~_FIRST OPERATICN
First— field fourteen, 5 minutes.
Second—Aero Repair, 5 min., 40 sec.
Third—Assembly and Test, 6 min., 40

sec.

Fourth—field two, 7 min.

rifth—field five, 7 min., 40 sec.

Sixth—field three, 8 min.

Seventh—field nine, 10 min,

Field eight went out in the first oper-
ation due to one of the mechanics step-
ping through a wing.

SECOND OPERATION
First—field fourteen, 15 min.
Second—Aero Repair, 16 min., 40 sec.
Third—Assembly and Test, 17 min.,

0 pee: (OONTINUED ON PAGE 8)

it is the plan of|;
the Commanding Officer, to continue i
tkese contests for some time which will }*=

December, Twenty-fifth
Nineleen Hundred and Eighleen

front line trenches to have a more active share than you have

Commanding
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Flaming Cross in Heavens Proclaims
to F'rench “Joyeux Noel”

Thousands of lights from barrack and
canteen, and hearis that flared more
brilliantly, but, above all, carrying its
message far beyond the limits of our
center a beacon of gratitude, the Cross,
looked down. “In recognition of the
season” the Headquarters of the Inter-
mediate Section recommended that this
cross be erected; but for a startled com-
munity in khaki it spoke their fervent
thanksgiving at the peace which has
come and the home going soon to be.
To the neighboring villagers it flamed
through the night of a “joyeux Noel”
more than fulfled in the welcome with
which they were received by the Ameri-
can soldiers.

If the twenty-fifth of December meant
little to the modest aviation field of one
year ago, overburdened in its struggle
for existence and with thought of what
must be accomplished and that soon,
there was opportunity in plenty and
willing spirit to give to the season at
hand that atmosphere sacred to eve
village of the land across the sea. So
it was a Christmas of “‘giving” that we
have seen and of remembrance. . No in-
dividual in our midst has been over-
looked, from the last prisoner in the
guard house lo the meekest Chinois
from the most desperately Wounde(i
casual in our hospitals to the remotest
Forester. Negro laborers sang for the
sick; French children were under our
shelier and went home happy in Ameri-
can liberality. And the Cross, at what
it saw, seemed the brighter,

Decorations long conventional to
Yuletide were cenventional no more in

these sirangest of surreundings, for
they seemed to answer the hungier in
every heart. Fir trees, resplendent in
glistening paper, laborously fashioned
flashing with their spangles of tin_
should we really give the secret away—
gave visible evidence of the season in
the canteens and huts. Each organiza-
tion mess, through the frosted panes
was a veritable banquet hall. Holly and

that superb French mistletoe left noth-

I'y{while there the Fay Concert Company

ing from this make-believe ocecasion
whose original was being conducted
three thousand miles away, for can one
really celebrate Christmas away from
home? There was a Santa Claus at the
‘Y’, a Santa Claus at the Hospital, and
a French-speaking Santa Claus to teach
the children of La Champenois the
ways of our American Noel.

Midnight mass was celebrated by
Father Sulltvan in addition to regular
Catholic devolions.

Activities of the ‘Y’

Our two friends, the American Red
Cross and the Y. M. C.A., gave tremen-
dous evidence of their ability to gratify
the confidence of the people at home.
Both distributed thousands of good
things to the men of this post. Hut 1
on Christmas eve was the scene of a
party of the gayest nature. To every
one present a package was given con-
taining chocolate, tobacco, gum and
cakes. - At Hut 2 the same occurred,

also gave its program, and on Christmas
night there was vaudeville by the Hayes
Review from Montierchaume. ' On the
morning of the 25th Chaplain Hawkins
held Divine services at Hut 1, attended
by Colonel Bingham and his staff. The
Post Band in the afternoon gave a con-
cert.

At all of the outlying fields there were
entertainments of various sorts in the
‘Y’ huts. Each man was presented with
the same gift package. The large hut
at Field 7 welcomed 60 French chilkren
from Valentine. Mrs. Sanford, the ‘Y’
worker there, made dolls for each of
the little girls, while the boys received
a small American flag and shining new
one franc piece. There were for them,
too, eats and movies and games. Per-
haps 150 La Champenois kiddies were
carried by trucks to Field 8to be enter-
tained. Gifts were forthcowing from
the familiar “grab bag,” while a Santa
made merry with them all.

‘Y’ visitors took packages to the men

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Lieut.Col. Bingham
Leavesh 3rd A. L C.

= -

Consistent w}tl;g Licut.<Col. Hiram
Bingham's policy, his departure from
this Post was typical of the man that
he is. :

After four months of the most sirenu-
ous sort of work and application to his
duty, Colonel Bingham received the
much looked for orders that we all are |
anticipating—a ticket to the good
old U. S. A. He left as unostentatiouslyA
as he came, without any blare of trum-
pets or handshaking. However, in lieu
of this he has extended to the members
of this Post a handshake and a kindly
word by proxy in his farewell message
which is printed in another column.

It is unnecessary to rehearse the his-
tory of Colonel Bingham’s record break-
ingregime. With hisforceful personality
he obtained results and upheld the
traditiens of this Center set by his pre-
decessors. He adapted himself rapidly
to the task that was set before him, and
it is a known fact that, in addition to
his executive ahility, he had an almost
uncanny faculty for details, there was
never any doubt that he did not know
what was going on. He was appreci-
ative of all efforts by members of his
command and did not hesitate in ex-
pressing his appreciation, he was a keen
judge of human nature and had a won-

et i .

PLANE NEWS
HAD TROUBLE
IN STARTING

‘ an'nting Press_Tx;étalled a Year

Ago Under the Very Wayst
of Conditions

SHORT OF TYPE ALSO

Tireless Efforts Crowned By To-
Day’s Publication of Holiday
Edition
“Oh where are the friends of yesleryear?
The bleak winds howl: not here! not here!

The worid wags on its foolish way,

But never brings back a yesierday.”
—0bid.

““Where's the hatchet? Isuppose I'll
have to do it myself?” quoth the editor.

'"Twas a December day, one year ago,
with the same mud, same rain and same
cold wzather we have with us this Holi-
day week. But inside the PLANE
NEWS office the big stove was glowing
red from the burning coal! skiltully
stoked by the editor.

“lI have an idea!” says the poet and
man-of-all-work, whose official title
was ‘‘assistant editor.”

_ “Spill it!” says the editor and artist,
in unison.

“Let the artist derit,” replies the poet.
“He's dthe biggest and strongest and
never does a 1 T AN R R

FEE artior, oing Lot e
ly, reluctantly gathered up the hatchet,
the pliers and a piece of rope and set
about dragging the new printing press
from the truck, through the hole in the
wall and into the press room in barraek
No. 1, so that it would be ready to run
off the first Holiday edition of the paper. -

All daylongthey worked, with plenty
of free advice from members of the
““Cadet Guard” who were off duty at the
time, and knew that the PLANE NEWS
stove was the warmest on the post.

By night the thing was set up and the
newly acquired printers were at work.

“Time for a little refreshment,” says
the artist, who was a man of under-
standing. ‘‘Best thing you’ve eversaid,”
replied the editor, reaching for the hid-
ing place of the forbidden fruit.

“What'll we do?” says the chief print-
er, running his ink stained fingers thru

CONTINUED ON PAGE §)

HERE’S CHANCE TO WRITE
AND GET PAID FOR IT

Competlition is the life of every-
thing. It is essenlial in whatever

derful faculty of sizing up men. He
understood the idiosyncrasies of the
aviator, and while always remaining
firm he gave them counsel which as-
sisted materially in maintaining their
morale.

It is with regret that Colonel Bingham
could not remain for the final demobili-
zation of the Center, butitisonlyfitting
that he should receive a well deserved
rest.

Major T. G. Lanphier, whose record
we all know so well, has succeeded in

command, and as his efforts have been
so clearly linked with Colonel Bing-
ham's, there is no doubt that we will
continue our even course.

ANOTHER DELIGHTFUL DANCE

Probably the most successful dance
ever held on this Post for the enlisted

Saturday evening, December 21st.
During the intermission refreshments
were served. In addition to the local
Red Cross and ‘Y’ ladies there were
many fair ones of the British W.A.A.C.

| from Bourges, present.

men was stagedat Y. M. C. A, Hut No.2

we undertake 1o do, and this paper
is no exceplion.

Those of you who are able Io ex-
press their 1deas will be given an
incentive in the form of a conlesi,
which will be judged for ils tech-
nical and lilerary value.

The subject will be selecled by
the conlestant, the only condition
being that the work submitied shall '
show that its inspiralion was drawn
from the Air Service.

PLANE NE WS therefore offers
the following prizes:

200 Francs for the best article.

100 - ¢ . ¢ “.gpcondbest

50 “ third “

In addition a limiled numoer of ¢
composilions considered suilable }
for publication will be awarded
honorable mention and will be
valued al 25 francs. :

Compelent judges will be selecled. 3

Copy limiled to 1000 words and § =
must be submitled before Jan 15th, §
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“fair United States.
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Plane == Hp1ys

means. Peace means that in due
course we will not have to do with-
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A. E. F. France
lst Lieut. Thomas W, Ward, A, S, Officer in Charge

2ud Lisut. J. H. Small, A.S. Asst. Officer in Charge
Associate Editor: Pvt. Gene D. Robinson

: Art Bditor: Sgt. Geo. D. Alexander
Asst. Art Editor: Cpl. Timoleon Johnston

Circulation Mapager: Sgt. Emmet E. Frank
Sport Editor, 8gt. 7o vell Nojte

Copy fcr publication must be In the hands of the Editor
not later than Wedneaday.

—— ——

Subscription Rates: Five Francs for Six Months,
Payable in Advance,

“All For One Aim—One Aim For Ali"

“PEACE ON EARTH”

HIS is the greatest Christmas
in ithe world’s history perhaps,
since the first Christmas was ush-
ered in, in the stable at Bethlehem.
Angels sang on that first Christ-
mas night ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good
Will to Man.” This day sighifies
to all the world, to all nations to-
day, more than ever it did, with its
message of ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good
Will to Man.” This Christmas
means to the soldier who is in the
advance lines of occupation that he
need no ionger live in the expecta-
tion of meeting with asudden death
by shell, bullet or gas or to fall in
a life and death grapple with an
enemy. Today he has no enemy,
he stilk has the memories which
burn, and sees the sights which
redden his cheeks, but he 1s here
to see that that does not happen
again,and to get the wrong righted,
but he has brought peace with his
baycnet and by his strong right
arm, a triumph of right over might.
This message which Christmas
brings us means perhaps more to
the loved ones at home, be that
home in France, Italy, England or

the length, and brea th of our own |
he homes of

France have been devastated with
fire, with sword, fouled with the
worst kind of stain that even the
worst of the tyrants of history
would blush at, even the very soil
has been poisoned with gases

—

which will render it sterile for a|

long period—this is now over, for
peace is here, and have not the
Chrisimas bells ushered in this
Christmas with a message we have
received with deep gratitude. The
homes of Belgium, of Servia, of
Armenia are blackened ruins, their
populations havebeendriven home-
less and starving out to die if no
aid could be brought to them. But
now peace is here, and the Christ-
mas festival 1s the way the Christ-
ian world rejoices and sends its
message forth. Those homeless
cnes wi!l know they are going back,
that many will be reunited to those
whom they had mourned as lost.
The French mother will know that
she may expect her boy back, her
husband back, the mother in that
lonely cabin back in the mountains
of Virgiria willstop worrying about
her boy over there, and the bunch
of girls who do not enjoy those
Christmas parties like they used
to since their sweethearts joined to
carry Old Glory any darned place
they were wanted to carry it, will
expectthem home ‘‘somedaysoon.”

And father has welcomed the
message of peace, when he knows
ihat Jim or Johnny, Hank or Bob
will be safe, and that he need not

goods, because it is needed for the
cause. The fortituce of the women
of France has been a wonderful
lesson to humanrity, their faith in
their own cause was a marvel, be-
cause theyexpected peace by force
of the arms of their brave soldiers,
and the triumph of justice over
wrong. This 1s so with other Euro-
pean people who have fought with
us. Thisis why America took up
the sword. They all had faith in
the triumph of peace, by right of
their own courage in the cause of
justice.

We came to bring peace to war
torn Europe, to do our part that an
abiding peace shallreign, as it was
intended on that first Christmas
night when the Angelic choir sang
““Peace on Earth, Good Will to

Man.”
Our wonderful President—he 1s

in France—has come with one

all pervading thought, that peace
may be firmly established, that

nothing may slip a little one way
or the other, that the agreements
which shall bind the League of
Nations shall contain no loophole
for after disagreement, but that a
lasting peace shall be founded on
the solid foundation of right, for
which the armies have fought. So
here in this Camp, let us rightly
consider that we too have done
our part magnificently in the bring-
ing of this peace to a perfect con-

summation.
g '

NINETEEN EIGHTEEN
NNE short year ago we were looking

forward to what the next year was
to bring us. Now we can look back and
analyze what it has brought to us and
to the world in general. Our own
country has in the past year put forth a
mighty effort, an effort which was de-
manded of us by the voice of civiliza-
tion, by the possibility of the progress
that mankind has made from the earli-
est dawn of that civilization, being
crushed and in its place a substitute
government of militarism set up, having
the control of the machinery and the
sciences which could make war at will.
Against this no combination of pee-
ples, no self sacrifice of patriots, no
amount of revolutions or plottings
could stand, for the reins of a well equip-
ped powerful war monster would be in
the hands of a few. How near this
came to succeeding it is rather disturb-
ing to think. The United States Govern-
ment, representing a people entirely
devoted to peaceful pursuits, was per-
force compelled to come in to defend
civilization and all it stands for against
such a hideous menace. The past year,
the wonderful year of 1918, saw a mighty
effort in the United States.

Let us rejoice that we pulled ‘“all to-
gether” and were able to do this. Let
us, while we justly rejoice at our year’s
achievement, also rejoice at the wonder-
ful amount of work and sacrifice our
Allies too have done and made in the
year just closed and in the three years
of anxiety and privations they have
previously suffered.

Finally at the close of this glorious
year of 1918, after some magnificent
fighting by our newly raised armies,
fresh to the aris of war, butimbued
with an indomitable spirit which libert
breeds, and a whirlwind of fighting on
every front by our Allies, in which we
had our full share, a crushing series of
victories came one after another, the
enemies of civilization crumbled cne

run down to the post office and
have a heart attack in case he gets
a ““fatal letter.” That is what peace l

after another, and now today the world
wails for the final treaty which will be g
guarantee of fulure peace, and this
time not merely a scrap of paper.

Fnatien thon i

WHO'S WHO AT THE THIRD A. 1. €.

LIZEUTENANT WM. V. SAXE

When an army officer becomes an ad-
Jjulant, and especially of a big post like
Issoudun, it is a sure sign thel he has said
good-bye 1o all of his friends, and very
shorily thereafter he finds himself i1he
most cordially disliked man in camp.
There are exceptions, but they are very
few and they are far between. Lieulenant
Wm. V. Saxe, adjulant of the Third
Aviation Instruction Cenler, is an excep-
lion—and more power io him as a result
thereof.

Because of the rapidly changing per-
sonnel of tne post and the many questions
arising in conneciion with the homeward
movement the adjulant’s job is a power-
ful bigone, involving maryresponsibililies
Lieutenant Saxe is performing his dulies
in @ most efficient mgnner,—and has
more friends than ever.

Primarily he is an avialor butl like
other flying officers the government
thought he was more valuable here than
al the front, and the ambition thgl broughi
him to France was denied. And il might
be added that his duties last month pre-
venied him from puiting sufficient time in
the air io draw his flying pay.

His superior officers say his work here

TR
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“Now that hoslilities have ceased and
I will soon be home, what am 1 going|
to do?” '

That, in substance, i1s a guestion
which thousands of A. E. F. members
are daily putting to themselves. And
it is an altogether fitting one. Its 1m-
portance not only applies to the indivi-
dual himself, but to the United Slates
as a nation. 1tis one presently occupy-
inZ the closest altention of our govern-
menis—national, state and municipal,—
civic bodies, great organizalions and
our families. Plans are being formeg:
in every section of our country io solve
the question and in the proper solution
lies, to a great extent, the future de-
velopment and progress of the United
States.

It is a matter of our national history
that the years following our wars have
been the most prosperous. We know
that a majority of our great fortunes
at home were established during the
period following the Civil War. Pros-
perily abounded on every hand, and
now we have the predictions of Andrew
(Carnegie, Frank P. Vanderlip, J. Pier-
pont Morgan and scores of other finan-
ciers, who speak with an almost sure
knowledge of the fulure, that the de-
cade following this war will be the
most bountiful ever recorded in Amer-
ica’s history. And it behooves the men
of the A. E.F. to fully realize what is in
store for them upon their return home
and entry into civilian life again and
take complete advantage of what will
be offered them. '

For many the question is of course
answered. They will return to the oc-
cupation they left to enier the army.
Their places in business have been re-
tained during the months of the war
and are simply awaiting the relurn of
the old occupants. But the great ma-
jority of the returning soldiers will
have to cast about for an occupation.

To the members of the Air Service the

matter has already been partly settled.

By their work, as soldiers of the Air
cervice, these men have acquired a
knowledge of certain trades that will fit
them for immediate occupation. This,
combined with the fact thal a majorily
of employers will favor the returning
soldier above other applicants, will
combine to clear up for many the ques-
tion of “where am I to get a job?"” 1t
1s needless lo enumerate the various
occupalions that members of the Air
Service can go through, having aequir-
ed a working knowledge of the trade
itself.

So, upon our relurn to America, there
should be ao great difficully in estab-
lishing ourselves at once in an horor-
able and profitable occupation. As
previously siated, our government is
already working out a plan whereby
we will be given every assistance, should
we require it, in obtaining proper em-
ployment. We will be favored on every
hand by governments, employers and
all classes. ,

But, and this is absolutely essential,
we cannot take advantage of all this.
The fact that we were in France and
helped in America’s share 1 winning
‘the war does not entitle us to the belief
that from now on “the world owes us a
living.” 'We have only done our duty
in the army, but to do our duty towards
our country and family we fust pitch in
and “carry on.” Our country has suf-
fered from the war, as we well know.
Not so much; probably, in lives saeri-
ficed, but in those varied things which
are essential to life, and it rests upon
us lo help in the rehabilitalion. If we
fail mn this, we fail in our duty and our
country will not come into the place
among nations to which she is entitled
by her.sacrifices. So we must go back
to our homes with the intentioy of do-
ing our share of the work which is
necessary to. maintain our country in
the position it now occupies.

has been of a great deal mere value to
he had go# J o
Boche at the front. .

The “B. F. C.” 3 New
Decoration Coined
By 636th Squadron

You can talk about your D. S. C’s,
yeur Croix de Guerres, your Victoria

Crosses, and your Sharpshooters Badges
all you like. Some of the German

soldiers fought for fouryears to get an
Iron Cross, and only secured the Wood-
en Cross, which is awarded by the
American doughboys. The Japs will
drink rice tea for breakfast and then
fight a circular saw forthe Order of the
Rising Sun. A Mexican will take one
blanket and one batha year and fight
through fifty presidential campaigns
for an Order to Eat Three Times a Day.
The suffragettes of the United Slates,
will risk ruining their hatpins in a man’s
eye to secure an Order to Vote. But
that 1s neither now or then,—and the
way the B. F. C. was first awarded is
like this.

Over at the 2nd A. L. C., the 636th
Aero Squadron has the reputation of
rewarding every deserving som, no
matter what his rank, disposition or
previous condition of servitude. So
after Orders of K. P.,Orders of Picks,
and Orders to be Sterilized, had been
awarded galore, one M. B. Private came
forward with a demand for a citation,
and presented the details pertaining to
his claim. His Service Board was scan-
ned and his dog tags counted. But up-
on the Top Kicker giving evidence that
he was justified in his claim, the follow-
ing presentation speech was made;

“Private —, it gives me
envious and unsaturated delight to pin

the B. F. C., under your Adams Apple. |

Being the victim of a digposition that 1S
fond of quiet instead of arguments, you
have ably and unsnoringly proven your
claim to the honor, by having spent more

Y | hoursin yourbunk than any other person

in France. So take this Bunk Fatigue
Cross, and sleep unti] tonight, for to-
morrow you go on K. P,” And now he
wears the B. F. C.

Definition of Company Clerk
A company clerk jsa guy thal is al-
ways hep to the inside dope, and whose
greatest delight is in making out the
K. P. list.

-

“[Tonged to take

What's in a Liberty Engine?
2D A st a surillo not cross

fiel - oweq mechanic
the chance and see that
Liberty engine upon which the interest
of thecivilized world was centerad. Not
only the mechanics but everyone would
have taken a chanceto satisfy a curiosity
nearly equal to that of the small boy
and a dollar watch. But we had to wait.

What do you know about this 12
cylinder monster? Whatare you going |
to say cbout it when you return home?ﬂ
Many questions will be asked, for you
as a member of the Air Service will be
presumed to be well informed.” Did you
know that the Liberty of 1917 developed
400 H. P. and weighed 801 pounds or in
other words weighed a little over 2
pounds per horse power? L!

In March 1918 it developed 432 H. P.
weighed 808 pounds, or 1.9 pounds per,
horse power. In May 1918 it developed
450 hersepower, weighed 825 pounds, or
about 1.8 pounds per horsepower. These
questions will be asked and many
others.

No one need leave the Third Aviation |
Instruction Center without being able
to speak intelligently concerning the
Liberty Engine. In the Technical
Library has been placed a regular size
Liberty Engine wilth every part in cross-
section. Every working part shows up
in iis working order. The much dis-
cussed question of “‘firing order” can

i

Does it Alarm the Clock

Red Cross nurse: *‘Do you take your
wris_t watch off when you take a bath?”

Airnat: “Oh no, it merely holds its
hands in front of its face.”

Lost His Eighth Friend

Major: “Well corporal, can you tell
me the name of the woman who was the
first member of the Red Cross?”

Corporal: “Yes sir, it was Joan of
Arc.”

Maj: “How do you make that out?”

Corp: “Why, The Arec stands for the

American Red Cross.”
_“

tion: No argument. Everything right"
before the eye. The lubricaling sysiem
can be traced throughout the cngine by
aclever use of paint. The cooling system
is, In the same manner, clearly shown.
Even a spark plug is in eross-section.
Theignitionsystem,a gene ratorpeculiar
to the Liberty in that it replaces a mag-
neto, can be studied. The peculiar de-
sign of the rocker arms is shown by the
removal of a section of the cam shaft
housing. Lookatthe system of heating
@he intake manifold by a hot water
jacket intergrally cast on the top ot the
manifold. The brass plate on the front
of the motor shows the following:
“Built 1n the Liberty Motor Depart-
ment, of Aero Motor and Machine Shop
3rd A. I. C., Am. E. F., France. By M.
S. E. Vaughn L. Gardner, Sgt. William
Freital, Capt. Chas. W. Babcock, 0.1.C.

now be demonstrated beyond an ques-| Crank her up and let us go.
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WING SLIPS AT

THE 2nd A. I C.

On to Germany!

Miss Irene Givenwilson, prominent
for her untiring efforts in creating Red
Cross stations in the Air Service and
who is, at present, directress at the 2nd
A. L. C., 1s not preparing to demobolize
since Lthe signing of the Armistice, but
wili soon be established in Germany,
‘“carrying on” as she has throughout
the whole war.

The 34th Aero Squadron claims three
“Orpheums.”

Contrary to current rumors the Y-M
1S not to close doors and go out of busi-
ness when the first few squadrons leave
the firld, According to advices from
Mr. Daawbridge, secretary, the Y-M 1is
obliged to maintaina complete hut force
and full equipment as long as three
hundred men are left on the post.

Christmas was celebrated fully five
days before schedule time when the Y.

M. C. A., on Friday, Dee. 20, conducted |

the most successful enlisted men’s dance
ever seen at the 2nd A. 1. C.

A large portion of lhe big hut was
decorated with Christmas wreaths and
candles, and twenly American or Eng-
lish speaking girls were invited, from
Tours so the men could “parley” and
have a good lime. The post Jazz Or-
chestra rendered enjoyable music, and
a thousand dance fans swarmed to the
building to enjoy lhemselves.

It is very likely that there are many
posts in the A. E. F. where it 1s pos-
sible for the men to secure war photos
for their albums, such as they can do
here. The men of the2ad A, 1. C. now
have the epportunity of making a grand
collection which will be very dear to
them when they have been returned to
civil life and look back to Tours ex-
periences.

Our Medical Research Board
The Medical Research Board is keep-
ing close tab on all pilotsand observers
on duly or passing through the 2nd
A.1.C. A new slip which all airmen
are required to fill out and sign, asks
il they bave ever been over the German
iines, if so ever decorated, and if shot
down or taken prisoner at any time.
This board which has done an incal-
cuable amount of good everywhere in
the Air Service, appears to be ccmplet-
ing an analysis on inen who have tasted
the *“*sour fruit” in aerial warfare, as
well as those who proved excecedingly
successful. Probably the government
will employ these records in the fulure
selection of fliers for commercial pur-
poses.

MANY OBSERVERS
RECEIVE “WEST-
WARD HO!” ORDERS

Daily Stream cf Sky Warriors Sent
to Base Ports to Proceed to
United States

One privileged to spend an hour in the
office of the Headquarters Detachment,
ond A.1.C.,would see many funny sights
when officers nolified to report are
handed orders to return to the good
old U. S. A.

The past few weeks, and particularly,
the last two, has seen a steady stream
of observers, and greurd oflicers too,
given the official papers on which are
stamped the magic words which insure
his immediate deportation toward a
land even more loveable. In all history
of the office out of which these orders
came, there has never been a single in-
stance when the one ordered to return
has not, in spite of ~hitpself, cracked. a
heaping American smile or otherwise
'given vent to his hilarious inward feel-
ings. _

. Where billeting space was scarce a

few weeks ago, the great rows of “ho-
tels” where officers were stationed now
takes on a deserted appearance. The
record day saw 150 officers hoisted,
bag and baggage, abeard a speqla! train
for Bordeaux. And on other days, close
seconds in number to this crowd have

“pushed off” for St. Naizaire.

Then he Boxed the Compass

First Airnal: ““Why do so many girls

. i to wear sailOr hats?” . .
dl?é:eﬁlanic: ?‘Because sc many of their

Second Air Band “Strikes”
For Longer Stay In A. E. F.

“We do'n wanna go home” is the ery
of the loyal band of the 2nd A. 1. C. In
fact so 1nsistent have they been in this,
that the large majority have signed a
voluntary pelition requesting that they
be aliowed to remain intact as a band
organization, until the last man has leit
the camp and on his way home.

It can be seen that the 42 men which
comprise the personnel of this excelient
musical oiganization, which is by the
way, the largest band in the Air Service,
are anxious to march down Fifth Avenue
and let themselves out for all they are
worth., If the men are not to be re-
cognized as an official band organiza-
tion, they will, each of them, nccessarily
depart with the various outfits to which
they beleng.

The whole 2nd A. 1. C. is hoping thal
one or two big transporis will carry
“their erowd” back and when New York
1s reached they can fall in behind the
music and let America know that the
Tours Aviation Camp was very much a
reality inthe great world war just passed.

AIR SERVICE HZADQUARTERS
CHECKING FINAL CAMP REPORTS

Air Service headquartersat Tours has
assumed an air of unprecedentalactivity
with hundreds and thousands of records
to check over before it will be possible
for the many Aviation camps to close
their gates and disband. While it is
true the aclual working force has been
cut down, those who are left to do the
remaining work are the choice pick of
the force that operated at this head-
quarters during the period of war.

A number of the smaller camps have
been finally ciosed as a result of the
hard effort put forth since the Armistice
and 1t 1s expecled that more are to
“Fermer la porte” in the near future,
thus enabling the embarkation soon of
more Air Service troops.

Among other things which have sim-
ilar bearing on the final wind-up, Un-
ceriain weather conditions is a matter
that makesitimpossible topredetermine
the exact date oi closing of every camp.
Rain, wind and mud hinder the contin-
uanceof flyingand completetion of train-
ing of those who have started and whom
the government is anxious to send back
to the Uniled States as finished flicrs
and observers.

At the 2nd A. 1. C., the enlire school
organization with the exception of aerial
gunnery remains practically intact, al-
though in such a way that it could be
closed very quickly. The fact that each
department isstill in exislence does not
mean, however, ‘that it is operating on
the same large scale asin time of war.

e
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SOLDIER QUESTIONS

By Sgt.W. J. Devine,21st AeroSjydn., A. E. F. f
Many things there are in a soldier’s life,
Many things—both sad and gay;
Of the latter there’s one, it is constantly done,
1he asking of questions each day.
Tho it may be true they mean nothing to you,
Cr to any of those at heme—
They are never forgot, and they mean a lot,
To the men who must fight—and roam.

They are numberless all. and I can recall
Only those that I know the best;
There are none very long, but I say you are wrong.
If you think they are put as a jest.
Ot the many there are, most important by far,
Is the one asked each day without fail,
Not only by one, but by each Mother’s son,
It is: “Say! Have you got any mail>”
Another we hear, every day in the yvear,
(There’s one of them asking it now),
Is asked with a zeal, and before each meal,
It is: “What have we got for chow>"”
Still another there is. that is asked each night,
as a rule by a save-time “‘guy”,
Who hates to walk, but doesn't mind talk,
It is: “What's going on at the ‘Y ">
Now. altho you may laugh, this isn't half
Of what you would hear should you be—
In this game ot chance, over here in France,
(It's a part of the game, vou see!)
And a question asked is an answer gained,
I'll leave it to you—am 1 right>
Perhaps yvou will sigh i 1 get a reply,
Let it go at that, and—*Goodnight.”

\

Issoudun Hospital Is Grateful
The Commanding Officer is in receipt
of a letter from Major C. O. Boswell,
Commanding Officer of Camp Hospital
No. 59, al Issoudun, expressing “sincere
thanks and appreciation for valuable
assistance” given the hospital by furn-
ishing water rom this command to in-
sure the operation of the Issoudun laun-
dry while the hospital was having its

first mates only find 2 hull underit.” |

work done there.

Now That Warhas Gone The
“Battle-Scared” Feel Lost

CAMP LIFECOMFORTS

Have vou ever been in the postion
wherevou felt thatyou had lost all hope
for the future and ¥0u needed a friepnd?

That was the meatal attitude of mosi
of us when we arived at Romorantin
several days ago, éroule, as we beli-
eved, for a port of embarkation, where
we were to proceedt® the Uni‘ed Sta-
tas. Instead of remdining one day there
and beginning thelast leg of -our jour-
ney, we were Omf'me by the dis-
couraging fact that it might be two
weeks before ourorders would be ready
and all our hopes of being home by
Christmas were blasled. It was worse
than being shot dewn in enemy lerri-
tory. There is amental and nervous
reaction in inachivily afler you have
had several months of work and excite-
ment at the tront,and we were almost
overcome by it.

| say “almost” because 1if it hadn’t
been for the officers Y. M. C. A. Club
at Romorantin (some of them call it a
hut, but to usitisa palace) we would
have lost our courage and spirits enlire-
ly. Personally I do not want to go
away from here without giving some
expression of theappreciation all of us
have for work the officials of the offi-
cer s club have done for us, and I think
I voice the sentiment of the 300 or more
officers who have been here. Many of
us have never had the opportunity be-
fore to fully appreciate what the ‘Y’ has
been doing, and therevelation now wil]
always be an inspiration to us in the
days to come when we think back of
all our varied experiences in France.
The hut itself is one of the most com-
plete in its interior arrangements that
can be found in the field. It has all the
attractions of areal club, with its loung- |
ing room, well Trgted all'day, reading ]
rooms that are exeeptionally well sup-
plied with good bdeks and late maga-
zines and newspapers, a large billiard
and pool room that pever sees an idle
moment during the week, an assembly
room with platforms at both ends for
entertainments. concerts and dances,
two rooms well supplied wilth materials
for letter writing, a lunch room pre-
sided over by two American girls who
have delightfully served us, a real hon-
est-and-truly barber shop and shoe
shine, a tailor shop, and a canteen that
has most completely supplied our many
wants. Can you imagine anything bet-
ter than that foralot of discouraged
oflicers who had just about made up
their minds thai war was never so hor-
rible as when it was over and you could
not get to a ship.

Mr. John S. Donald, the secretary who
heads this institution (we call it “our”
club now) was formerly secretary of
state of Wisconsin, aman of affairs who
left his home in Madison because he
felt it his duty to do something real as
near the front as possible, where his
efforts would count. We have iried to
express to him personally something of
the appreciation we feel, but somehow
it does not seem adequate and we want
to add to what we have already said to
him and to his staff. We shall carry
back with us the most delightful recol-
lections of our stop-overat Romorantin.
Mr. Arthur S. Heathfield, the financial
secretary of ‘‘our” club, is a Boston
broker, a prominent member -of the
Boston Chamber of Commerce. He was
too old to fight but one of the youngest
of us when we lined up areund the
plano.
Mrs. Ethel Kreamer of New York City,
and Miss Martha Henderson of Nor-
walk, Conn., have looked after our in-
terestsin the lunch room. They are
both typical American girls, full of
character and charm, and 1 doubt if
either can understand how great our
admiration for them and their work
has been.

Going Back on the Transport
Airnat: “Say Gob, what's that thing
they call the crows nest used for?”
““Sailor; ““Aw that's where the captain
takes his bath in".
Airnat: “Well I didn’t know. 1 sup-
posed it was where they kept the sail-

u or’'s brains and socks

while on voyage.”

Literary Contest
For All Comers

PLANE NEWS Offers Big Prizes
For Varied Compositions on
Air Service
Do you write?

Ne, not poetry—this
time,

Do you know engines, wood-
work, rigging, the organization of an
aero squadron, how to handle Chinks?
What do you think of the oft-disputed
iliosyncrasies of the flving officer?
What 1s the best plane this war has
turned out—and why? What is the
keenest human interest story you have
observed? We want something from
you, the best you can do from your Air
Service experience. 1,000 words. Read
the announcement on page 1.

Perhaps you're going home. Obh, yes
you are—sometime. And, say, what
could vou do with forty bucks to make
Main Street take another look? Don’t
forget that splurge in cits vou want to
agive the home folks. Well, PLANE
NEWS proposes to arrange all that for
the most indusirious one ot you. 330
francs, at the least, we are prepared to
shell out, and then some more for the

ones who almost arrived. Thiok it
over.

Just what do we want you to write?
There is no limit to the field, except
that it must be “shop talk.” Give us
the results of your experience in the
Air Service, preferably of real value to
aviation knowledge. But don’t think
PLANE NEWS 1s going to turn down
your article if il is purely literary. Tell
us, i1f you can, what you think of the
Liberty engine, as compared with the
Rolls-Royee or Sunbeam. AVhy do you
prefer the rotary motor to the station-
ary? Give us the dope on the organiza-
tion of the Major Repair Shops, or your
particular branch. What does the
Training Department have to do? And
you men {rom the front, what is your
favorite methods of attack—for planes,
for balioons? What was your most
interesting experience? Doctors, maybe
you have some ideas on what civilian
occupation best suits a man for avia-
tion? Tell us what you do think? Come

across. :

Don’t forget the limits: Your article
must be on the Air Service; it must be
less than 1,000 words; it must be in by
January I5th.

Get busy!

Somebody gol gay
With me and
Found a regular
Detail list for my
Official Jon Henry

Me 400 francs in
The hole for
Unyforms and
Eie. :

Moslly so forth.
Also some guy that  * * 7
Had the siraight
Dope slipped me
The information

[ wus to grab off

The trulh of the
Maliler is

I ain’t wrole
Nothing because

A commish with I figured on
Gold bars and Springing a sur-
Regulalion harness. . Prise by

- Sesaiiny Coming oul and
But Baker decided  Requesling

That owing 1o a All you birds

To stand al
Allenlion while

Decrease in war
Business he'd

Betier cut down ) ou read
Expenses. This kolyum.
REST!

And he only left

EDITOR LEAVES POST FOR
NEW DUTIES ELSEWHERE

The Post lost the valuable services of
Captain Leo R. Sack, editor of the
“PLANE NEWS”, Siatistical Officer
and Liaison Officer, when he was called
by the Chief of Air Service to carry on
work in connection with the historical
data being compiled.

Through his energy the paper has
practically doubled, both literally and
figuratively. Itsscope has been broad-
ened and has been brought up to such a
standard that it is considered the official
organ of Lhe Air Service today.

It 1s a real newspaper in every sense
of the word.

With his flexible pen, Captain Sack
has covered every angle of avialion
here and elsewhere in the A. E. F.” May
he continue in his new sphere to carry
on his good work.

Captain Sack isa newspaper man of
long experience and before entering the
army was a member of the Nalional
Press Gallery at Washington, represent-
ing some of the large Texan newspapers.
His activities have not been contined
enlirely to literary work since being in
the A. E. F., a< he acted as SupplyOflicer

.at St. Maixent, assisting in equipping

all squadrons proceeding throygh that
Post. This experience proved invalu-
able when he entered upon his duties
here as Liaison Officer, and he proved
so successful in securing much needed
supplies of a miscellaneous character,
that he established a reputation of bring-
ing home the bacon and it was due to
this that he secured the monaker of,
“Go get 'em Sack.”

Captain Sack has bheen succeeded by
First Lieutenant Thomas W. Ward,who

will be assisted by Second Lieuten-
ant J. H. Small.

VISIT THE TECHNICAL LIBRARY
AND INSPECT FINE DISPLAY

Someftime in the near‘future you will
be strolling along with your ‘““buddy”
when you get back to ‘““‘des Etats Unis”
and a peculiar looking airplane will
dart through the air above vou. Your
buddy wili at once rely upon you for he
perhaps was not one ofthe A. E. F. ‘You
will proudly inform him that it is a
German model, the Siemens-Schuckert
Scout, type D-4 for instance, and again
you are a wonder in his eyes.

Although you were in the S. 0. S. and
S. 0. L. co"far as seeing the genuine
plane in aclion, yet there is not a single
plane of any consequence that you can
not study pretly much in detail at the
Technical Library in the Red Cross
Group. There i1s a display of sixteen
separale types of planes that the Ger-
mans have been more or less suecessful
in bringing into prominence during
the war. |

Not only that—itisa pretty good thing
to know all about German Avialion—
but what do you know about American
Avialion? Can you tell what airplanes
the A. E. F. used at the front? How
aboul explaining to the curious group
around the stove back there in your
good old home town, all about what
Yankee ingenuity did to win the war?
What planes did they use and Low were
they able to beat the Germans in pro-
duction and fighting force? Preity good
idea to line up on things before you go
back, “*n’est pas?”’ '

No person who wants to learn these
things need leave the largest aviation
fieldinthe world without knowing them.
A few moments spent in the Technical
Library in the study of the various dis-
plays will furnish a fund of information

that will prove "valuable.

———
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When Next in Paris Visit

‘MacDOUGAL & CO.

1 ®s Rue Auber

(Opposite American Express)

American Military Tailors

All Aviation Insignia in Stock
Detachable Fur Collar
Trench Coats, etc.

UNIFORMS TO MEASURE IN 24 HOURS
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Field Two Scene of First Flights |
Here Closes With Interesting History

Lieutenants D'Olive, Orr, Lindsley, Carruther, Cox, Harding, Fallfier, Brown,
Case and Dudley Are Some of Former Instructors W
Distinction in Action at the Front

The second act of the closing per-
formance of this institution has been
enacied this week in the closing of Field
Two and the depariure of the 35th and
801st Aero Squadrons, both of whic¢h
have set an enviable record in main-
taining Field Two, lhe scene of the first
instruction aclivities at this post.

Their duties have been fulfilled and
they will soon be rewarded by a glimpse
of lhe Staltute of Liberly and a joyful
home-coming.

It was upon this field that the first
machines were assembled and the first
flights made al what has since become
the largest flying grounds in the world.
During September and October, 1917,
there were erected at thisfield five rows
of hangars of six handars each and one
row ef three hangars. These 33 han-
garscontained all the aviation equip-
ment with which the post was then
fitted.

The Early Days

One hangar was devoled to the Aero
Motor Repair and Machine shop, two
hangars were used for the storage of
aero supplies, four hangars were used
for aeroplane repair, six hangars were
used for assembling and test depart-
ment and also the siorage of unassem-
bled machines, three hangars were used
for 23 Meter Nieuport single and double
control machines, three hangars were
used for 18 Meter Nieuports, eight han-
gars were used for 15 Meter 80 and 120
il. P. types, one hangar was used for

Field Service, one hangar was used for | gtion.

wenl to St. Valentine field, and the
others moved from field two went to
the fields to which the various tvpes of
inachines under their supervision were
assigned. Cadet Bailey was in charge
of assembly and Cadet Doster did all
the ground work for the Test Depart-
ment. Cadet Williams lmd been as-
signed as Lieut, Rickenbacker’s assist-
ant, and on December 3, 1917, when
Lieut. Rickenbacker left for Cazaux was
assigned to the supervision of the field.
Cadet Thomas was in charge of all aero
supplies at the field.

of machines from field two was simul-
taneous wilh the opening of the respec-
tive fields at which these types are now
used. All repairs and testing was done
at field two until the establishment of
the other outlying fields. The lesting
was first 1n charge of Lieut. Koechlin
and Corp. Faunt Le Roy, of the French
Instruction Staff. Upon Lieut. Koechli
being assigned as receptionier at Villa
Coublay, Corp. Faunt Le Roy was made
chiefl tester and shortly after mustered
out of the French Army. It seems but
a fitting place to note that Mr. Faunt
Le Roy served for a period of little more
than a month as a civilian, offering
whole-hearted and energelic services,
as a tesler, of incomparable ability. .
The field conlinued under the super-
vision of the cadets who were assigned
there until the latier part of March,
when the present machine shop, and
plane shops and test lines were in oper-
At this time the Engineer-

a guard house and sheller for enlisted | jng Department was established as an
:men and the remaining three had Aero | independent department at the post and

Construction Squadrons in them.

Capt. John N. Thorpe was assigned as

The movements of the various types-
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built at this field. IS was a great
convenience, as them Were about one
hundred men on dutfat this field that
were quarlered at themain field. These

¢d the men to be

extra barracks enabi
quartered here, 18y Were attached
dron for quarters

to the 35th Aero Squat

and rations and atathed to fields one
and two for duty. All of these men
were from the 801stAero Repair Squad-
ron, and since thefime the 801st Aero
Repair Squadron was attached to this
field they have beenabig factor in add-
ing to the efficiencythis field has reach-
ed this date. Capt.Thorpe was laying
the solid foundation that is needed in
making a success of any business or
project at these fiel#s when he was re-

PLANE m“, 191'8
ghts

Supply Department Praised

The Supply Department of the 3rd A.
[. C. was praised as being the best ar-
ranged and neatest in the Air Service in
France by Col. Halsey Dunwoody, chief
of supplies for the Air Service, follow-
Ing an inspection by the Colonel a few
days ago.

Colonel Dunwoody was accompanied
by Mr. Howard E. Coffin, former chair-
man of the Aircraft Production Board.

—— — . ——— e — e ——
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several Boche planes to their credil.
The following 1s a list of former moni-
teurs of fields one and two and the
number of enemy planes Lo their credit:
First Lieutenants Henry D. Lindsley 3,
Lewis L. Carruthers 3, Paul S. Cox 3,
Lowell S. Harding 2, Harry Follmer 2,
Ben E. Brown 2, Waller E. Dudley 1:
2nd Lieut. Walter E. Case 2.

Administration of Capt. Knight

Major Curry remained in charge until
August 27, 1918, when he was relieved
from command and Capt. Theodore C.
Knight, A. S. (then 1st Lieut.), was
placed in charge. 1t was under Capt.
Knight's administration that fields one
Land two have reached their highest de-

lieved from commaadand Capt. Howard
S. Curry (now majorjwas put in charge
of fields one and two.

Enter, Major Curry

Major Curry carried on the work that
was laid out by Capl. Thorpe, in con-
neclion with several ideas that have
tended to make thesefields the success
they have reached loday. This seems
to be a prepitious lime to mention one
of the greatest misfortunes that has
ever befallen thisfield. About 11:30 a.
m., July 20, 1918, just after the mechan-
ics had gone to luneh a great wind
came up so quicklyand with such viol-
ence that before themen could get out
on the field afterthe guard had given
warning, praciicall! gvery plane on the
field was damaged{o a great extent,
and the hangars wege ripped to pieces.
In the afternoon the velocity of the
wind was reporledat 80 miles per hour
by the meteorological department. It

ships ©O.K. and the number of stu-
dents lached. Capt. Knight has done

constructed under his direction, which

a great extent

gree of efflciency, both in number of

very much in the building up of this
field, having walks, roads and barracks

added greatly to the comforts of the men
and relieved the crowded conditions to
He then had a water
piped into all barracks, and he set aside
a part of one barrack for enlisted men’s

' "EPISTLE OF PETER if _

By Gene D. Robinson
DAAFAArANAND
ANPANS AP AN
CHAPTER EIGHT
Oohlala, France
Its still raining
Sidekick Steve:

Well Steve, every day when I get gut
of the hay, theys a new rumor saying
thatsuch and sucha outfit is going home,
'and what not else dope on the subject,
but the nearest I got to home yet is read-
ing about the worlds series. My girl
writes me that as I was coming home so
quick that she would stop writing me
as I would no doubt be gone before her
letters got Lo me, and aint that the limit
Steve Itells her Steve,thatif she wrote
me another letter as fast as she did the
last one, | would be in another war by
the time it reached me, which same is
just some of my kidding chatter Steve,
as theys no more chance of me being in
another war than they is of a-safety
razor company using the Statue of Abe
Lincoln to adverlise their products.

But thats kinder off the subject as the
warden told the guy which asked to be
let out Steve, and what I started te tell
you was that I come near being married
to one of these French blue Damselles,
which wasn’t no fault of mine Steve. 1
was up to Paris at the time President
Wilson was Steve, only they made a
little more fuss over him than they did
me, as | was standing on the sireei so's
President Wilson would have a charfte
of recognizing me as the guy which
carried Dislill County for him once by
voling twice, they was a French girl

recreation room,and did many other
things in general that were of great
benefit to the field. Capt. Knight has
increased the number of ships OK
from about 45 per cent in commission
when he took command to about 95 per
cent today. There have been more stu-
dents lached during his jurisdiction
than under any other commander. Oc-
tober was the best month in the history
of thisfield, having lached 572 students.

- ——

having been furnished from field2. The

yells, “Viva L’Amerique” at me, which
same is French for, ‘I hope America
don’t go dry.
garlic”, to her Steve, which is the high-
brow French way of asking how a guy
is and the like, and she says a string of
them trick French words Steve, which
no Yank ever knows enough of expect
to get a drink on.

looking Steve, that if she had walked up

: Mark I
Field one has always been run in con- gggnch:{tef ?;h &g

junction with field two. The personnel Mark would of ‘remg

”

So Isays, ‘“Comma telley

She was so good

was getting off his
atra in the desert,
ed to let Cleo stir

All aeroplanes and molors were re-|commanding officer of fields ont and [ 2s hecessary lo Wthé planes down
paired and eared forat Field Two, which | 1y & in the hangars. Omfield one the dam-

was then designated as the Main Field. Capt. Thorpe’s Regime | age was nol so greatias on field two at

‘his Vin Rouge afier seeing her,
I'walks six or tén blocks with her Steve,
nd for all I knowed she might of been

ships on field one are the Rouleurs, or
commonly called ‘‘grasshoppers”, de-|,

In the morning when flying started
students were detailed to fly the planes
which had been reported as being in
commission the night before to the
fields at which the classes were held,
Eighteen meter machines were flown
for class use ai the spiral field, which
was later designated on the official map
of this post as field four. Acrobatic
machines were flown to the acrobatic
field, now designated as field six. All
]5-meter machines were used at St.
Valentine field, which was started short-
iyafter the main field had been straight-
ened out. Later the 15-meter, 80 h. p.
classes were held at what is now field
five. At the close of flying all machines
that were still in commission were
flown back to field two and tnose which

had been damaged and could not be}.

k repaired by the detail of mechanies
" stationed at each field were hauled into
the main hangars.

Lieutenant Rickenbacker was chief en-
gineering officer, with Lieutenant Spigel
ip charge of the miniature machine
shop and Lieutenant Bardwell in charge
of the Aeroplane Repair Shop. The
onlv class work which wag regularly
conducted on field two was ihat of the
29_meler Nieuport, double single con-

irol, classes. The first flight was made ,

£ in a type 21, 15-meter 80 h. p. Nieuport
" by Lieutenant Fauville of the French
£ Instruction Staff. On the same day
A Captain Miller nade a flight in a type
% 91 Njeuport. Lieut. Fauville wrecked
8 e plane he flew in landing, but this
: " was not the first plane to be damaged,
% inasmuch as one machine had been

& wrecke

¥ow

-

& ing

R
-

_ later repaired and put into service.
| The Versatile Cadets

In November, 1917, fifteen caQe
" assigned foradministrative duties about

~ the field and

- &

" its entire management. Cadet (now
~ captain) Dana superceded Lieut. Bard-
' © well in charge of Aero Repair; Cadet

" (gow Lieut.) Canan was in charge of 18-

= iss ! Lieut.)
“ meter Nieuports; Cadet (LOW

' ennison v»l’)as in charge of 15-meter
2 (now Lieut.) Michael

; 'éli?‘ Q° 43d3t -
- Nieuports; C 23-meter single and

3
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% Wall and Wilcox were in charge of 15-

“meter 120 h. p- machines, which soon

%

.

d through inexperienced load-{ o
_ Both machines, however, were Shons 1 i S5l

these men later took over|Pp

3

When Capt. Thorpe was assigned as
officer in charge of fields one and two,
there remained at these fields only the
23-meter double control machines and
the Rouleurs, as at present, and the
movement of the shops and test line
caused il to lose ils designation as the
main field.

It seems a fitting place to record one
experiment that was first tried at field
two, that was the mud guard for planes.
The flying field was very muddy here
and consequently a great number of
propellers were broken. This mud
guard was first made in the miniature
shop on this field. It proved of sucha
great success that it was adopted on all
the fieids and planes throughout France.
The construction of a road was begun
in Mareh, connecling this field with the
main camp. This proved to be ore of
the best assets to this field, in view of
the fact lhat before the completion of
this road to main camp the trucks had
to be sent over the field, and on account
of this fact the loss of time was ve
great. The road increased the efficiency
greatly in the extra tonnage and time
saved in making {rips from this field to
the Aero Supply. F
Anoiher experiment that was tried
uring Capt. Thorpe’s administration
was the speaking tube and aléo lhe
electric telephone for planes. The
speaking tube was found to be a sue-
cess, insomuch that it was easily in-
stalled. The telephone was very difficult
to install and also hard to keep in re-
pair, as well as being complicated.
Therefore the speaking tube has been
ed in preference to the electric tele-

Capt. Thorpe remained in -charge of
fields one and two until May 7th, 1918,

ts were | when he was relieved from command

and ist Lieut. E. Norman Hunt was
laced in charge. Capt. Thorpe was
assigned to duly as officer in charge of
training of fields one and two. - Durin

the month of Lieut. Hunt’s jurisdiction

-

i

first, but in the aflernoon there was
one hangar very nearly destroyed and
several planes very badly damaged. It
might be stated at this place that the
enlisted personnel of these fields pe-
sponded with a will to lessen the dam-
age that waslikely to occur. This storm
kept the fields from flying for three days.

In June the hangars were changed to
face the west instead of the south, ang
in August constr n was begun on
permanent hangars, which were com-
pleted in September:

Instructor’s Record

Fields one and two have been very
fortunate in securing the services of
the best moniteurs in the A. E. F. The
members of the instruclor staff that
have gone to the front have won dis-
tinction in the service. Infact the pilots
lached from this center bave proven to
be the best of all pilots sent to the front,
Several of the pilotshave been killed
in action. The following is a list of the
men that have either won D. S. C.s or

ry | brought aown one or more German

planes that were former members of
instructor staff:

~_First Lieut. Edward Orr won his D.
S.C. as follows: “In the Toul sector on
August 28, 1918, Lieutenant Orr, flying
low with an infantiry observer on ap
unprotecled reconnaissancé mission,
encountered a patrol of eight enemy
planes near the American balloon line,

The patrol was sighted just as one of

them dived on the balloon with the in-
tention of destroying it. Without hesi-
tation Lieut. Orr atfacked this plane
and folowed it to within fifty metres,
firing his single front gun against the
double guns with which the German
plane was equipped. Aftera violent
combat all the enemy planes were

driven off. Lieut. Orr was atcidentally

killed on September 14, 1918."
First Lieut. Charles R. D'Olive won

his D. S. C. as follows: “Near Saint-
g{Benoit on September 12, 1918, Lieut.
with another

D'Olive, in conjunction

the fields remained at par as to effici-
ency. |
Lieut. Hunt remained in charge of

|

fields one and two until June 8th, 1918,1 D’'Olive shot down three army enemy
when Capt. Thorpe was again placed | planes and outfou
in charge of the fields. During Capt. | tion.”

Thorpe’s second administration ke ar-|  There are several
ranged to have three more barracks' won distinction in thesel"1'rl¢ﬂ§‘l have ’

American pilot, engaged and fought five | P€
enemy planes. Outnumbered and fight-

ing against tremendous odds, Lieut.

=¥
e

ght the enmg forma-

others ' ét have

rived from the fact that they have not
sufficient wing service to take off.

This field has been very fortunate in
the few aeroplane accidents that have
occurred here, but there have been five
accidents that have proved fatal. These
five accidents have claimed a moniteur
each time. Three of the moniteurs were
killed at this field and two were killed
at St. Jeans-de-Monts, Vendee, France
while on detached serv.ce.

First Lieut. Richard Anderson was
killed while instructing a student on
May 25, 1918. His services as moniteur
were conscientiously and courageously
performed.

First Lieut. Lenwood H. Oti, A. S.,
was killed while instructing a student
on August 9, 1918. He had served as a
moniteur since April 12, 1918, giving up
his chance to go to the front and win
laurels there, to remain here and

|

r

train others to go to the front. His
services as moniteur were conscienti-
ously and courageously performed.

First Lieut. Merrill Blanchard, A. S.,
was kiled in an aeroplane, while under-
going instruction in Aerial Gunnery, at
St. Jeans de Monts, Vendee, France,
October 20, 1918, Lieutenant Blanchard,
was without a doubt, the best moniteur
of field number two. * His work was
thoroughand conscientiouslyperformed
and, he, at all times showed a willing-
ness to work overtime so as to send
to the front as many trained pilots as
possible. He had served as a monituer
and also tester since June 21, 1918.

Field Lieut. Roy C. Carter,A. S., was
killed at St. Jeans-de-Monts, Vendee,
France, while undergoing instruction in
Aerial Gunnery, October 20,1918. Lieut.

best moniteurs, as he had been chosen
for combat instructor in the States.
First Lieut. Clair W. Welty, A. S., was
killed while instructing a student, at
this field, November 10, 1918. He had
served as moniteur since June 22, 1918.
His work was carefully and diligently
rformed.
The following is a list of moniteurs
that have been on duty at Field 2 but
have been sent to the front, or back to

Their services as moniteurs were con-
scientiously aud. courageously per-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)

the United States as combat instructors.{

talking about the sense of naming a
baby until they knowed whether it was

going to be idiotic or not, but I aggress

with her no matter what it was Steve.
Well we finally comes to the second
story of a threestory house, and as | was
standing in the parlor of the place, her
old man comes in and says nothing in
English, but makes a lot of motions likes

' | he was shell shocked, or had married a

Hulu Hulu dancer, and I nods my head
like I always does when the top kick
asks me if I gov in before taps, and the
old guy goes out of the room. .
Steve, knowing me as you have for so
long, it won't surprise you what happens
them. None else but a preacher guy
comes in lthe room, and the French blue
Damsell was dolled up like she was go-
ing to appear in the Follies, while the
old man was rubbing his hands and

| figgering how many cigarettes I would

give him after the marriage, for thats
what they figgered was going to come
off Steve. Well Steve, my girl has fell
for a slacker back home, and the like,
but when a girl marries me she’s got to
tell me aboutit first in United States, so
I gives the old man the address of a 2nd
Lieutenant that I knowed was wanting
to get married, and beals it, but ouiside
of that everytking was lovely.
President Wilson didn’t recognize me

‘Steve, and I guess its 'cause I wasina

uniform and looked likethe other Yanks,
but no doubt General Pershing will tell
all about me.

Yours 'til New York is bone dry,

PETE
- CATHOLIC DEVOTIONS

Confessions Saturdays at the chapel 4106 and
7 to g:3o p. m. Mass and sermon Sundays 7:30 and

Carter had served es moniteurof Field2,|{, 2" m. Doctrinal Instruction and Benediction
since June 21, 1918. He was one of the | Sundays 8 p. m.

Y. M. C. A. SERVICES

Morning services, 11:00a. m., at ali fields. Special
speakers. Evening services, 7:30 p. m., at all field

Song services and speaking

French Parisian gentleman, exten-
sively connected among busines houses
throughout France, desires to connect
with substantial American Firms, with -
a view to handle their lines in France.

Headquarters in Paris, representatives
or members of U. S. Firms, at present

with the A. E. F. please communicage.

Address, J. M. B., ¢/o Plane News.
iIssoudun (Indre). - €-0-i ‘g“’
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Tribute Paid Wilbur
Wright by Monument

Speaking at Le Mans, the city of
France where Wilbur Wright “first de-
monstrated to the people of a foreign
land the practicablity of aerial naviga-/
tion by an apparatus heavier than air,”
Ambassador Sharp on Sunday last, lay
the first stone of the monument which
Le Mans is erecting to the American
pioneer. ;
Club of America, through iis Forelgnh
Service Committee, presented a bronze
plaguette to the City, “in the name of
all American aviators for its delicate
thought of consecrating a corner of
France to the memory of Wilbur
Wright.” The City of Dayton, home of
Wright, presented a bonze wreath.

It was ten years ago that Wilbur
Wright introduced his science fo Le
Mans and France, establishing a record
flight of one hour and ilwo minutes with
a passenger, M. Painleve, who was one
of the speakers at the commemorative
ceremonies, Present also was a direct
descendant of LaFayette, Mile G. de
Beaczmont, and the occasion was made
one of especial American praise of the
efforts of her chivalrous ancestor in the
establishment of today’s champion of
liberty. Mlle. Beaumont, in gratitude,
presented to Ambassador Sharp a per-
sonal memento of the Marquis, an
umbrella which he long used.

LeMans, like Tours, is a French city
thoroughly Americanized. Inandabout|
the city there are approximately 130,090
kbakisoldiers. The Square du Tunnel,
where will be the monument, was thick
with Yankee taces. An American mili-
tary band welcomed the distinguished
party of visitors from Paris. It was as
if Mr. Sharp, in spreading the mortar to
fix the first stone of Franece's tribute to
the United States, was but cementing
once againiheties which the two nalions
bave already found as their common
bond.

Speeches were made by the Mayor of
Le Mans, M. Buon, by Senator d'Estour-
nelles de Constant, the President of the
Wilbur Wright Committee, by the
American Ambassador, by M. Painleve,
and by Bron d'Aubigny, Deputy of
Le Mans,

PLANE NEWS HAD TROUBLE IN
STARTING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

kis hair. “This cursed French type as-
sortment hasn’t enough ‘“W’s’ to set two
sticks.”

“Use ‘M’s'and turn 'em upside down,”
replies the editor, lighting another cig-
arette and passing the “fruil” te the|
thirsty poet.

On into the night they worked, while
the ‘“‘refreshments” were transformed
into inspiration, and ever and anon
came the sharp crackle of a lone rifle
shot, followed shortly by a ragged vol-
ley. “'Tis only the faithful ‘Guard’
shooting at the ‘mysterious lights,™

says the editor to the restless poet.

" “Jt's a cruel war and a hard world,”
says the artist. “And none of my pic-
tures ever suit you.”

“I'm trying to protect our readers,”
‘says the editor, stoking the stove vigor-
ously.

By using the type from the first page
for the second page, the Holiday edition
was finally given to the wailing worid.
And the fact that every copy was bought
up, read and sent home was sweet balm
for the tired legs of the staff, who kad
taken turn about kicking the old foot-
power press in order that the paper|
might come out on schedule.

Since that day so many things have
happened. Memories bright and dark,
come rushing into our minds. Scores
of the friends who read the first Holiday
edition of PLANE NEWS have made |
the supreme sacrifice and their names
are inscribed ca the roll of those who
have died for their country. Their
memory will always live in our hearts.

It has been a year of much work and

litile glory for most of us, yet each has
had some part in winning the wviclory

and peace that we shall presently enjoy.
No man among us, whether humbie K.
p. or famous pilot, need be asl;am‘_ad of
having beén with the Air Service, if he
has dspe whatever job he had as well
could.
asélfe the personnel who issued the first
Heliday editien but three men remain.

|

At the same time the Aero|

These with thg other members of the
«taff icin in wishing the readers of the

PLANE NEWS a Merry Christmas and

a Happler New Year.

l
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One of the mosl convenient and useyul devices thal has been developed for f‘acili—j
lating the work on Liberiy engines is a small hangiug ladaer, designed by Pot. C. F.
Hamillon of the 149th Aero Squadron, Field 10,

designer demonsirating ils use.

The ladder is hooked on the exhaust pipe of lhe engine and in this position allows
the mechanic easy access to all the upper parts of the motor without the necessily of

slepping on the drifi wires of the plane.

When it was brought to the atiention of 2nd Lieut. Arthur H. Klein, engineering
officer of the field, he at once ordered a number made for use in the hangars.

e A s s e i g T

The above photograph shows lhe

Last But Not Least, We Have the Liberty Ladder

———

H

Christmas at World’s
Largest Aviation Center

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
of the Issoudun hospital and sang for
them. Here also was a genial while-
bearded patriarch of the day. Mr. Mar-
shal of Hut1 made a most successful
Santa Claus for the camp hospital.

The Issoudun division of the ‘Y’ dis-
tributed approximately 17,000 X:nas
packages. Of this number Hut 1 gave
out 3,000, Hut 2 1,200 and the outlying
fields 2,400; 10,000 wer< given at Mon-
tierchaume. The hospitals, the Chinese
laborers and the guard house received
about 1,100. Fully 1,300 such gifts went
to the Foresters, the men of the Tank
Corps, the workers in the gas mask
factory,the M. P.sand men of the R.T.O.

The Red Cross

There were two festooned trees in the
quarters of the A. R. C., in the canteen,
likewise in the Officers’ Mess. In the
canteen the night of the 24th was the
big occasion. Fifteen hundred packages
of cigarettes, tobacco, gum, and choco-
late were distributed. There was an
orange foreach man, and lemonade and
and cake for the asking. A jass band
made everyone happy, while there was
dancing in what little room the crowd
left. Colored soldiers from the 345th
Labor Battalion gave a serenade much
encored.

On Christmas afternoon French child-

ren. were entertained, while Aspirants
sang their songs and enjoyed Red Cross
hospitality for over two kours. All of
the canteen workers at some time dur-
ing the day visited one of the two hosp-
itals. And as if it were not far more
than enough for these indefatigable
girls to serve our wants daily as they do,
the comparatively small number of them
that we have here gave six hundred
franes, which was largely responsible
for the entertainment provided and the
presentis for all.
" To the officers and cadets who enjoy-
ed the dinner at the Officets’ Mess
Wednesday evening was given a present
as heartily acclaimed as it is wseful—
nothing less than a pair of woolen
pyjamas, by the various chapters of the
Red Cross in the States. It must be
confessed that official dignity was for-
gotten for the moment, for soon the
room contained a hilarious sea of backs,
blue, white and pink. Dancing follow-
ed—but not in pyjamas.

Base Hospital 59

It seemed to be the concensus of
opinion that the Hospital at Issoudun
should share major honors. Perhaps
because all know so well the fate of a
casual. And nothing was more appreci-
ated there than the efforts of forly color-
ed men from the 345th Labor Battalion.
In every ward & chorus of negro voices
brought smiles from beneath bandages
And naturally there was negro dancing
and negro preaching, the latter by
“Deacon” Norman Simmons. Those
who led the singing were: Oscar Thomas,
James Richard, Jr., Perry Owens, and
Ed. Myers. Willie Turner and Johnn
Williams danced to music furnished by
Joe Williams.

In response to a late request made by ! Enpineers
the PLANE NEWS Tuesday morningy,’xefo squ’adl‘o
arge mail sac

the various organizations and officers ' one Jaz
of the Main Field, likewise all the out- ! Y’ gopated
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On Sat

was offlcially closed and the few re-

maining

main field. Since that date the work

here has
ready to

Both squadrons on this field, the 35th
and 801st, are on the priority list to go

back to
Group, u
Knight.

During this delay the squadrons keep

busy. E

gymunasium, fitted up in one of Lthe han-

gars, for

to this an hours drill is given each

morning

A formation is giso held each day, at

which th
packs an

The Holiday spirit pervales on all
sides at Field 3. Chrisimas day was a

merry on

most of the boys at the Y. M. C. A. huts
or Red Cross joining in the merriment.
Packages were distributed by bolh,
giving a home-like touch to the occa-
sion. The
patronized throughout the week by

officers a

Captain Davis has returned from his
leave, which he spent in Nice and Paris,
and has assumed command of the field

again.

Lieut.-Col. Bingham and Major Lan-
phier were the guests of honor al a
dinner Christmas Day of the officers of

the field. L
Jass Orchesira entertained those

present.

While

dominating sport at this field's new
gymnasium, during the past week, add-
itional equipment has been received

and the hangar is rapidly assuming the

appearan

The three squadrons of U}iskﬁeld each

have a quintet.
w

ON THE OUTLYING FIELDS

FIELD TWO
urday, December 21st, Field 2

ships were transferred to the
consisted mostly of getling

leave.

the States with the Secend
nder the command of Captain

—

ach morning finds them in the
an hours work. In addition

from tep until eleven o’clock.

- —

e men must fall in with their
d travel equipment complete.

FIELD THREE

e indeed. Christmas eve found
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gym, foo, has been well

nd men.
FIELD SEVEN
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During dinner the officers

FIELD EIGHT
basketball has been the pre-

ce of a regular gymnasium,

e

whi

contributions on the afternoon of t.he
95th. The remaining 95 francs, with
whatever more 1is forthcoming will see

)

that more

the hospital

"

thanks sh

the 128th Engine

the Headquarlers
not onl;‘?uuch tobacco,

y ; cash.

Among
mention:

- -

i ' made immediate donation
?}mlgopr‘::;d:nd great quantities ?f to-
bacco. all to be given to the Hospital at
Issouciun; Eight large bags of tobacco
were distributed. In cash 275 franes
were coniributed. 180 francs was used

el cigareuefi and matches,
= Pc‘;xyw?fb given out with the tobacco

f the contributors worthy of

tobacco or chocolate reached

on New Years. Especial
ould go to the Company B of
ers, who together with
Company contributed,
but 95 francs in

}eadguarters and Co. B 128th
642nd Aero Squadron, 26th
n, PLANE NEWS, and

by individuals.

Talks

k of tobacco from the | sble time of 16 minutes. This also can
stand as a world’s record.

on Everything
From Medics to Welding

Lecture Course on Numerous Sub-
jects at Catholic Chapel
Begins Jan. 2nd

A series of most interesting instruc-

| tive short talks have been arranged by

Father Sullivan, chaplin, to be given
in the Chapel on Broadway by some of
the most prominent members of the
Post. The list of subjects, as appended,
cover a remarkably wide range. Not a
man at this Center but should have deep
interest in some one or more of them.
These talks will be of one half hour’s
duration begianing at four-thirty on the
dates specified,

Thursday, Jan. 2nd: The Develop-
ments in Medicine by Col. Leonard
Rountree.

Friday, Jan. 3rd: The Worker and
His Wages by Father Sullivan.

Monday, Jan. 6th: The Human Ma-
chine, its defenses, its operations, its
care by Major E. C. Schneider.

Tuesday, Jan. 7th, The Advantage of
Acetylene Welding by Capt. Charles
Babcock.

Wednesday, Jan. 8th: Modern Ten-
dences in the Administration of Law by
Capt. O. B. Wyman.

Thursday, Jan. 9th: Transmission of
Electrical Power by Capt. H. F. Pierce.

Friday, Jan. 10th: Business Conditions
Before, During and After the War by
Major Charles Godfrey.

Crack Teams Put ‘Pep’

Into Plane Contests

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Fourth—field five, 21 min., 40 sec.
Fifth—field three, 22 min.
Sixth—field two, 25 min., 5 sec.
THIRD OPERATION
First—field fourteen, 20 min.
Second—Aero Repair, 24 min.
Third—field five, 28 min.
Fourth—Assembly and Test, 31 min.
Fifth—field three, 32 min., 45 see.
Sixth—field two, 32 min., 50 sec.

FOURTH OPERATION
First—field fourteen, 36 min.

Second—field five, 42 min.

Third—Aero Repair, 42 min., 30 see.

Fourth—field three, 49 min.

Fifth—Assembly and Test, 49 min.,
30 sec.

Penalties for the first three to finish
are as follows:

Field fourteen, 10 sec,

Field five, 2 min.

Aero Repair, 40 see.

This changes positions of field five
and Aero Repair. The finals being as
follows:

First—field fourteen, 36 min., 10 see.

Second—Aero Repair, 43 min. 40 sec. |

Third—field five, 44 min.

Let us go over the figures for time of
some of the operations. It is really in-
teresting, and to those who really
appreciate just what ene of these
operations mean, it should be interest-
ing. In the first operation, that of tak-
ing down the wings and lashing them
to the side of the fuselage; in other
words, to prepare the ship to be towed
or loaded on to a truck ready to be
transported to some designated point.
The first three teams, as the above fig-
ures show, did it in remarkable time.
Field fourieen consumed 5 minut-s,
Aero Repair 5 minutes 40 seconds, and
Assembly and Test 6 minutes 40 sec-
onds. In the second operation, that of
putting it back together, ready for
flight, field fourteen consumed 11
minutes, Aero Repair, 11 minutes 14
seconds, Assembly and Test 12 minutes
50 seconds. The third operation, that
of taking the motor out of the plane,
taking off the casserole, completely dis-
connecting everything so this can be
removed, was done in the remarkable
time, as follows:

Field fourteen corsumed 4 minutes,
Aero Repair consumed 8 minutes 20
seconds—which is considered record
time, and goes to show that field four-
teen, in doing this operation in 4 min-
utes did something wonderful. It is
questioned whether this could be equal-
led by any other three men in the world
and probably will stand as a world’s
record for a long time to come.

The last operation, that of installing
the motor, timing magneto, connecting
up oul and gas line and starting motor,
was easi[y won by field fourteen. They

H

| Lieutenants: William E. Cameren -

" { R. MacKan, Charles P, Maloney. ¥

Week's E ntertainment

Besides many things unpublished, the
3rd A. I. C. boasts ten “theatres” that
for months past have preved beneficial
in keeping up the morale of hard work-
ing mechanics and untiring flyers, thru
the efforis of Lieut. J. J. Flaherty, officer
in charge of entertainment.

Christmas found the corner of Broad-
way and the outlying districls a place
of amusement. The center is on the
circuit of the Owverseas Theatrical Lea-
gue and as a result thereof has been
furnished with real art and talent from
the stages of America.

Night Life Here Too
Such persons as Miss Clara Blandish,
star in “Widow by Proxy,” and Dorothy
Chesmond from “Peg O’ My Heart,”
have beamed from the spotlights of the
world’s largest aviation center, as well
aslocal personnel of the center. Among

the local stars appearing were Sergt
Tom Garreit, whose fame as a hypnotist

is widespread, Luke An ella and Cadet
Spatz, the Fay Concert Company and
the Hayes Seven Vaudeville Troupe of !
Montierchaume.

Coming Attractions

On New Year’s night a comic drama &
entitled “Dark Moments in {he Battle of
Issoudun” will be produced in para- =&
mount rivalry of anything Keith ever
put over on the old white light path.
The available talent promises to cover
all former efforts with glory on that =
night and a beauly chorus that would =
make the Follies-Bergere look like a
Sunday School picnic will set lhe new
year off right. *

Shin-Dig Same Night

several other one-act skits, playlets and
shin-digs. Performance starts prompily
at 7:30 p. m., Hut 2. After the show a
dance will begin at 10 o’clock and will
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continue until the old year has fled and
1919 wallzed in. £l
The officer’s and enlisted men's dances
of the past proved very popular through
the efforts of both Lieutenant Flaherty
and his entertainment assistant, Sergt.-
Major James D. Meenan, 642nd Aero
Squadron. . _ R

The English WAACs (I always forga!t“":1
them periods) also have found that .
dancing helps to build tanks and thata
snappy jazz puls the long-haired or-
chestra of Leoster Square in the shade
like a full-house at a poker bpzaar. ;

And the Red Cross and Y. M. C. A.
ladies know America and Americans so
that they had nothing to learn, except
that a gooiy looking bird that might
need a haircut could be the daintiest
dancer in the world. '
FIELD TWO SCENE CF FIRST

FLIGHTS HERE CLOSES
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE7)

formed. First Lieutenants, Robert D.
Bedinger, James G. Haizlip, VirgilHine,
Park P. Jones, Malcoin G. Allison,
Roland F. Potter, James D. Francis,
Archie S. Woods, Jerome B. Wise,
Thomas L. Dawson, Gerald C. Bishop.

The following is a list of the Commis-
sioned Personnel of Fields | and 2, on
duty at the present time, and the duties
performed; Officer in Charge, Captain
Theodore C. Knight; Adjutant, Ist Lieut,
Ed. Kenway; Medical Office, Ist Lieut.
A. M. Woods; Commanding Officer 35th
Aero Squadron, 2nd Lieut. Preston M.
Albro, A. 8.; Adjutant 801st Aero Squad-
ron, 1st Lieut. Jacob S. Yorger;0.C. T. ¢

Field 1, 1st Lieut. George W. Forrester;

O. C. T. 1st Lieut. James B. Kincaid;
Ass’t. 0. C. T., Ist Lieut. Arthur T.
Bissonette; Engineering Officer Field1
and 2, 2nd Lieut. Edwin A. Hurlbut:
Ass’t Engineering Officer, 2nd Lieut.
Charles H. W. Berry; Chef de Piste Ist =
Lieut. Henry L. Badham; Supply Officer. *
2nd Lieut. Ora G. Douglass. B

Moniteurs field one, Ist Lieutenanig: =

Irvin J. Higgins, Gerritt V. Weston; 2ad

e =
fv

Franklin H. Devitt, John Q. Kiler. %
Moniteurs, field two, Ist Lieutenants-
Golden H. Benefiel, Herbert F. Duggan
Irving D. Fish, Dean Hole, Barney §
Landry, James P. Moonan, William E
Rogers, Horace W. Stunkard, Berpard
M. Wise, Walter M. Wotipka, Harpy ¢
Fishel, Frederick W. Horten, Chaple
W. Randolph, George E. Smith, Johp |
Worthington; 2nd Lieuterants: Ruge
M. Bandy, Jr., Edgar A. Rogers. Joe

completed the operation in the remark-

Lyle C. Smith, John B. Swem,
-} Thompson, ‘

Savage, Burgess F. Creeth, R e £
Gates, Russell Gomes, He B. Hanke
Rodman B. Montgomery, John P Ma
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-
e < +
Rl

S

P Ve
”~ ‘-'__(. ;‘} -



‘ s

BRONZE SHIELD ‘TO MARK
SITES OF FIELDS HERE

Leeal Foundry Moulding Memorials
That Exact Locations Be Not
Forgotten

Progress has been reported by Cap-
tain Babcock, O. I. C. of Machine Shop
‘in the form of a sample plate, copy of
which is illustrated herewith which has
been modeiled for use in designating
the respective fields of this Center.

The model, having beea approved by
the Commanding Officer, will be struck
off in bronze in sufficient quantities at
our Engiresring Department foundry
to be placed on suitable marking stones
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which have been ordered by the PLANE
NEWS. |

These markers will be valuable in the
future to indicate the site, even after
all other physical objecis cease to ex-
ist, of the greatest concentrated aviation
activities that proved such a consider-
abie factor in the Great War.

In addition, our foundry will com-
mence work on the bronze tablets which
will be placed on our monumental shafl
in the cemetary, upcn which will be
piaced the names of our deceased
comrades.

ST. MAIXENT A. S. CONCEN-

TRATION CANP IS NO MORE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)
forget St. Maixent.
in addition to being a concentration

post for officers and men of the Air

Service, St. Maixent also housed the
Air Service Ground Officer’s and Flying
Officer’s Schools, which furnished addi-

tional training for officers just over

from the States and before they were
assigued to permanent duty.

St. Maixent has served a very useful
purpose for the Air Service and has
more than justified its existence, and
members of the Air Service who were
stationed here will take home many
pleasant memories, while at least a
dozen officers and men who were at-
tached to the permanent command will
take heme French- mademoiselles who
have become their wives.

Finis la guerre now for St. Maixent
and there is real sorrow in the hearts of
townspeople between whom and the

American soldiers statit_)ned here the
most intimate friendfhips have de-
veloped. -

Head: “What is Brewing in Ger-
many?” Feor the sake of the A.of O.
‘we hope it is better than the French

araught.

Entertainments and

Dances Are Daily
Features in Camp

In addition to local talent shows at
the theaters of the centerihe past week,
the Airnats enjoyed the best minstrel
show which visited us. Miss Baker, a
Red Cross nurse from the hospital at
[ssoudun, organized the show, which
showed at the outlying fields and Hut 1
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were put on this detail and the remain-
der were placed on similar details,
such as garbage and policing. The
third day, the Chinamen refused to work.
A regular labor meeting was called and
the Chinese appointed three represent-
atives, by whom they agreed to stand.
Their complgints were food, clothing
and pay. They were assured that all

at.the main field. Two real negro rag
pickers from the Mason-Dixon Line

were the end men, while the remainder
of the cast were black-face comedians.
The crowd greatly enjoyed the show
and gave them a big amount of. ap-
plause.

The talent which is now organized
into a rip roaring two dollar show is in
great demand at all neighboring camps.

““A. E.F.” Frost, who is directing the
entertainment end of affairs at the “Y,”
is proving very popular, and is giving
us some of the best brand ot entertain-
ment through his energy.

Officers dances are now held weekly
ai the Red Cross on Thursday evenings,
under the direction of Mrs. Wilson.

Much credit for social activitiesat the
center, which has centered around Hut
2,is due to Mrs. Margaret Bowles of
Boston, Mass., who has by untiring
efforts, made the little hut cosy, com-
tortable and as homelike as possible
under the conditions. A dance for en-
listed men will be held in the hut every
Saturday night.

No Jokes in Flying?

T wenty-five Francs For Really
Funny Flying Stories

It is claimed that there are no funny
flying stories, according to the Daily
Mail in an article written by an R.A.F.
captain. With this we beg to differ.
We will go still further and back our
statement up with money—real francs.
Knewing that there will be a ready re-
sponse, PLANE NEWS offers 25 francs
for each of the best anecdotes dealing
with aviation.

In a manner, we realize that it is dif-
ficult to relate an aviation story on
paper in a way which will make one
laugh. The lone example of humor
that was told was of an American ferry
pilot. From what we understand there
1s a fund of material dealing with ferry
pilots alone.

One must not depend on the manner
of telling the tale, or upon the char-
acter, like A. B. Gaines, for instance,
who is familiar to us here, nor upon
the understanding of technical term:
to excite the laugh. It must have a
general appeal.

You are going to help us make good,
we are sure, knowing how readily you

have responded to the literary contest,
which is still booming.

‘Send in the funuiest aviation yarn
vou know and you will get 25 franes
for it if it is good, no matter how brief
it may be. :

Congestion at Marseilles
The authorilies at Marseilles.according
to recent official telegrams, report con-
gestion eof traffic due to officers and
enlisted men passing through that city
on way to leave areas on the Riviera.

| Following this, necessary orders have

been issued to prevent officers and en-
listed men on leave from stopping over
in Marseilles.

of these would be taken care of and
went to work the next day.

1t was found thaton account of the
location of their barracks they were
wandering around and bothering the
Squadrons, and as there were three
barracks at the edge ot the reservation,
away from the rest of the Post, consent
was obtained to move them. Before
moving them a squad of Chinamen were
taken there to place the barracks in
perfect order, not according to the way
the Chinamen might want, but in ex-
actly the same condition as barracks
for American troops, the same stoves,
the same bunks, in fact the barracks
complete. Oneend of the barracks was
turned into a hospital and one end of
the other barracks was made into an
office.

An open shed was build on the side
of one barrack fora kitchen and speclal
bowls in which they could cook their
rice, in the same manner in which they
were accustomed to, were obtained from
Paris. The Chinamen were moved in a
few days later and there were consider-
able change in their attitude from that
date on.

Abeut that time it was found that the
system of driving the Chinese was not
getting desired results, and as the Aero
Repairand Machine Shop wasverymuch
in need of men, the managers of these
departments were persuaded fo take
some Chinamen on trial, as was the
Supply Officer. At first it wasnecessary
to have guards go with the men to see
that they wentte work. The Chinese in
the Machine Shop were placed on the
work of cleaning and dissembling
motors. Thosein the Aero Repair were
nlaced on cleaning wings, andthose in
the Supply were_given work ia assort-
ing material.

At this time seventy-five additional
Chinamen were requested, who arrived
the latter part of March. These men
were immediately placed in the Machine
Shop and Aero Repair. At first there
was considerable trouble, owing to the
fact that the men who had just arrived
were from the northern districts of
China and did not agree in any respect
with the Southern Chinese, but after
being tactfullyinformed thatthey would
have to agree and that any frouble
avould -mean serious punishment, the
trouble ceased.

There are 218 Chinese on the Post at
present, of which 166 are working in
the Aero Repair and Machine Shop, the
rest being orderlies and on garbage
detail.

Upon being irterviewed after the
Armistice the officers in charge of the
Machine Shop and Aero Repair were
questioned as to when the Chinamen
could be spared, and they replied that
they could not be spared until the Mach-
ine Shop and Aero Repair were closed
down. That remark expresses fairly
well the results that have been obtain-
ed with the Chinamen at this Center.
Their present condition is this:—They
are the first to gosto>work?voluntarily

Private G-. I. Kan Gets J ugg

CENTER, FRANCE

MRS. COBB:WILSON,
Directrice American Red Cross.

My dear Mrs._  Wilson:

Before leaving this Post, I should like to
take the liberty of telling you how greatly |
have appreciated the work which the Red
Cross has dor 2 at Issoudun.

It is my belief that our Officers and Sol-
diers are the very best that there are in the
Army. Not only during the strenuous days
of October but particularly in the cifficult
period immediately after the Armistice was
signed, our personnel gave evidence of
what splendid stuff they are made.

It must always be a source of great satis-
faction to you and your fellow workers in
the Red Cross to realize that none of these
thousands of fine Americans that have been
on duty at this Post are going to forget
the unfailing kindness, courtesy and good
cheer which has been given them at the
Red Cross canteens. As an influence for
good in helping to make this Post a bit of

America in the midst of a foreign land,
your work has been unsurpassed by that
of any other agency or institution.

The sacrifice and hardships which the .
ladies of the Red Cross have endured,
their despairingly early hours and their
wearisome drugery have borne sweet fruit
in the affectionate regard which they have
won from both Officers and Soldiers of
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this camp.. ]
Sincerely vours,
_(Signed) HIRAM BINGHAM:
Lt.-Col. A. S.
Dec. 25, 1918. '

and the last to leave. In fact they are
very much provoked if a holiday is de-
clared. They are doing reconsiruction
on propellers, wings and in fact all

parts of aeroplanes, dissembling and
cleaning motors and doing other highly
specialized work. They have remodel-
ed their barracks, build gardens, stone
walks, their own bath house and have
made these asattractive aset ot barracks
as there 1s on the Post. They are al-
ways good natured and do willingly
whatever they are told.

They aretreated the same as the other
men on the Post, as regards privileges,
including passes, housing, bedding,
food and so forth. :

They are handled by persuasion and
tact and by good naturedness, rather
than by force.

They have been placed on specialized
work and operationswhichrepeat them-
selves and with which they have become
readily familiar.

In all they have been placed on the
same status with the American Soldiers
working at this Center and have been
handled as human beings, not as so
much labor.

Orders have been received evacuating

CHINESE ARE WON BY TR S ) Lo ADOPTS ARM
TACT AND FAIRNESS|} THRPAVATIONINSTRUCTION INSIGNIA OF LOCAL DESIGA

U. S. Cocarde, With “3” in Center,
For All Permanent Officers
of This Center

Now we have our insignia. You will
soon see the Red, Blue and White Coc-
arde on the sleeves of all officers ai-
tached to the post, similar to those you
have seen floating around in the air on
the planes, with a neat little figure three
in the white center.

The commanding officer has approved
of the design. The Uniform Regula-
tions are prescribed by the War De-
partment and cannot be modified except

by the same authoritv. We are reluct-
ant to commit ourselves by issuing a
post order prescribing that this insignia
be worn, but we are going to wear it
in the same way as other insignias are
being worn by others.

It is understood that all officers who
are or who have been assigned to this
station are to be included as the wear-
ers of this significant and useful in-
signia. This does not include those
who have been assigned here for the
purpose of instruction orfor temporary
duty. ;

Cutting More Paper Work

Another sign of near demobilization
is seen in recent orders requiring all -
allotment duplicates to be checked on
service records, corrected and brought
down to date. They are then turned
over to personnel adjutants, who verify
them with post records. After thq!.
they are forwarded to the Adjutant Gen-
eral’s office. As this includes War Risk
insurance, allotments, voluntary allot-
ments and _iberty Loans, it cuts the
records of each unit or company down
by several hundred sheets.

Y. M. C. A. SERVICES

Morning services, r1:00a. m. at all fields. Special
speakers. Evening services, 7:30 p. m., at all fields

this force of laborers on Monday next.

| Song services and speaking.

—

When NNext in Paris Visit

‘MacDOUGAL & CO.

1 *s Rue Auber

(Opposite American Express)

All Aviation In
Detachable

American Militar 'y Tai/ors.

signia in Stock
Fur Collar

Trench Coats, etc.
UNIFORMS TO MEASURE IN 24 HOURS
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