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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CONGLETON, Lawrence L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS, SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Radiotelephone Operator 
f o r  Captain MICHLES , B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  CONGLETON s t a t e d ' t h a t  B/4/3 rece ived  genera l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  regarding t h e  handl ing o f  PWts-and 
noncombatants (pg. 3 )  . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had seen t h e  
MACV ca rd ,  "Nine Rules", bu t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  MACV 
card  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands". He was i s sued  
a card  exp la in ing  t h e  Geneva Conventions i n  Hawaii (pg .4) .  
The wi tness  never received any t r a i n i n g  regarding repor t ing  
t h e  mistreatment  of pwls o r  noncombatants (pg. 5 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

CONGLETON s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  d e t a i l s  
o f  Captain MICHLES ' opera t ion  o rde r  (pgs. 5 ,  7) . I t  was 
MICHLES' p r a c t i c e  t o  i s s u e  t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r  t o u t h e  
platoon l e a d e r s  who would pass  t h e  o r d e r  on t o  t h e i r  platoons 
(pg. 6 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  B/4/3 was t o  completely des t roy  t h e  
a rea .  There was no d i r e c t  o rde r  given t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  
b u t  tney had received c learance  t o  burn (pgs. 5 ,  9 )  . The 
genera l  impression c r e a t e d  was t h a t  t h e r e  was a r i s k  t h a t  
noncombatants would be k i l l e d  (pg. 9 4 ) .  There were no 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  given regarding t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  c i v i l i a n  
i n h a b i t a n t s  ( 1 ). The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  rece iv ing  
permission from Task Force headquarters  t o  burn v i l l a g e s  
while  p a r t  of  Task Force Barker (pg. 1 2 )  . Normally, t h e  
province ch ie f  was requi red  t o  g ive  h i s  permission before  
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burning was allowed (pg. 1 2 )  . No o r d e r  was given t o  ' 
des t roy  o r  k i l l  t h e  animals. However, s i n c e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
was t o  be destroyed o r  burned, it would fol low t h a t  t h i s  
would inc lude  t h e  f o o d s t u f f s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  Everyone i n  t h e  
company knew t h a t  t h i s  was an extremely h o s t i l e  a r e a  
from t h e i r  p r i o r  opera t ions  t h e r e  (pgs. 5 ,  9 )  . The men 
c a l l e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon was t o  c ross  a - b r i d g e  on to  a f i n g e r  
of land t h a t  r an  along t h e  ocean. The remainder of  t h e  
company was t o  l i n k  up with C/1 /20  on 1 6  March and n i g h t  
l aager  wi th  them (pg. 8)  . 
3. B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS 16-19 MARCH 1968, 

a .  1 6  March. 

(1) The a s s a u l t .  

CONGLETON was car ry ing  a r a d i o  tuned t o  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  n e t  on 1 6  March f o r  MICHLES (pg. 2 ) .  The LZ f o r  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was loca ted  about 150 meters south of  
Highway 521 (pg. 2 0 )  . He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  
b u t  t h e  gunships and t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g  a s  they 
went i n t o  t h e  LZ.  The gunship runs were from south t o  nor th  
(pgs. 17-19). They rece ived  no f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing  and 
t h e  infantrymen d id  n o t  f i ~they e x i t e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  
(pq. 1 7 ) .  He be l ieved t h a t  he and MICHLES went i n  on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  (pgs. 9 ,  2 1 )  . A f t e r  e x i t i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  
second p la toon moved toward P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  
o f f  a  mine i n  a  hedgerow, they attempted t o  go through 
i n  another  p lace .  Again they were f r u s t r a t e d  by a second 
mine (pg. 2 1 ) .  Unlike t h e  f i r s t  mine which k i l l e d  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN, t h e  second mine explosion k i l l e d  no one. However, 
i t  wounded f o u r  men who were medevac'd by Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER'S C&C s h i p  (pgs. 23, 2 4 ) .  Subsequent t o  t h e  second 
mine de tonat ion ,  BARKER ordered t h a t  B/4/3 was no t  t o  go 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  (pgs.  8 ,  2 4 ) .  This i n  e f f e c t  a l t e r e d  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  p lan  (pgs.  8 ,  2 4 ,  25 ) .  A f t e r  BARKER'S 
r e s c i s s i o n ,  t h e  CP moved west t o  a  small  v i l l a g e .  It was 
a t  t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  M I  team a r r i v e d  (pgs. 1 2 ,  27) .  How-
e v e r ,  t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Captain KOTOUC e v e r  jo in ing  
B/4/3 (pg. 1 6 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  p la toon 
repor ted  a few k i l l s ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember t h e  number 
(pg. 34) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  they requested gunship suppor t  
on 16 March (pg. 34) .  He be l ieved t h a t  t h e  mortar  p la toon 
f i r e d  a  prep p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  platoon c ross ing  a  br idge .  
However, he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  prep was accura te  (pgs. 34/35] . 
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H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any burn ing  t h a t  day,  n o r  d i d  he  remember 
a s c o u t  s h i p  accompanying t h e  gunsh ips  (pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any eng inee r s  o r  A i r  Force  pe r sonne l  be ing  
a t t a c h e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 13 ) . 

Night l a a g e r  w i th  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

A t  about  1500 hours  B/4/3 l i n k e d  up wi th  
C/1/20. C/1/20 had 15-20 Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  Na t iona l  Policemen accompanying 
them (pgs ,  33, 37, 38, 8 8 ) .  C C o m p a n y a l s o h a d s o m e  
d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 37 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  Nat iona l  
P o l i c e  execu te  any o f  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s .  However, he hea rd  
t h a t  t h e y  had k i l l e d  more than  one o f  them (pgs .  39, 8 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e i r  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 4 3 ) .  The Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 4 2 )  . MICHLES d i d  n o t  
appear  t o  be  angry ove r  t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  had been 
k i l l e d  (pg. 86) . A t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any conve r sa t ions  
concerning C/1/201s o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day. H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  
t h a t  C/1/20 had conducted i t s e l f  i n  an unusual  manner 
t h a t  day (pg. 8 6 ) .  

(1) Movement sou th .  

On t h e  morning o f  17  March, B/4/3 went o v e r  
n e a r l y  t h e  same t r a i l  t h a t  t hey  had come i n  on (BD 521) 
(pg. 4 4 ) .  Once a g a i n  , t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  made c o n t a c t .  
The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  gunship s u p p o r t  was c a l l e d  i n  
(pg. 4 4 ) .  They f i r e d  on a t a r g e t  sou th  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 46) . TAYLOR was wounded by a  mine, n o t  a boobytrap, 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  47, 4 8 ) .  CONGELTON 
opined  t h a t  t h e  mines found on t h e  approach t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h a t  morning were p l aced  du r ing  t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t .  This  
was a l s o  t h e  op in ion  o f  t h e  members o f  B/4/3 (pgs .  48, 49) . 
A f t e r  t hey  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed about  
50 y a r d s  east o f  t h e  b r i d g e  where L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, 
COCHRAN's rep lacement ,  and a combat photographer  wearing 
a s o f t  cap and a MACV p a t c h  jo ined  B/4/3 (pgs .  1 4 ,  15 ,  4 9 ) .  
Although t h i s  photographer  appeared t o  f i t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  HAEBERLE, t h e  w i tnes s  c la imed it w a s  n o t  h e .  (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  photographer  c a r r y i n g  a camera (pg.15) .  
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CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone o t h e r  than t h e  photographer 
and LEWIS g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  which he d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  was t h e  C&C s h i p  (pg. 5 0 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  
n o t i c e  anything abnormal about t h e  enemy c o n t a c t  t h a t  
morning (pg. 51) . The company moved south ,  wi th  t h e  second 
platoon t r a v e l l i n g  along t h e  beach t o  t h e  mouth of  t h e  
r i v e r  (pg. 5 3 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  s e v e r a l  times t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies  on 17 March,nor d i d  he s e e  any 
hootches t h a t  looked a s  i f  they had been burned t h e  day before  
(pgs. 53, 54, 55, 5 7 ) .  However, l a t e r  t h a t  day they 
burned some hootches f u r t h e r  south down t h e  peninsula  (pg. 5 4 ) .  
The company moved t o  t h e  Tra Khuc ~ i v e r  on 1 7  March (pgs.  54, 
5 5 ) .  The only  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  t h e  wi tness  saw t h a t  
day was a woman t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  took i n  a s  a cook and 
subsequently r e l e a s e d  (pgs. 56, 57, 59) . While moving 
south,  CONGLETON d i d  no t  remember see ing  any f i r e s  t o  t h e  
w e s t  o r  hea r ing  any shoot ing i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  (pg. 6 1 ) .  

( 2 )  BARKER o r  CALHOUN landing. 

The wi tness  be l ieved t h a t  whi le  they were down 
on t h e  p o i n t  e i t h e r  BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN landed. 
t o  v i s i t  w i th  MICHLES. The v i s i t o r  s tayed f o r  15 o r  20  
minutes and t a l k e d  wi th  MICHLES about t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 61).. 
CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  of  t h i s  conversat ion 
(pg. 6 2 ) .  

(3 )  Night l aager  on 1 7  March. 

B/4/3 d i d  no t  rece ive  any small  arms f i r e  
t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  CONGLETON d id  n o t  r e c a l l  BARKER 
coming i n t o  t h e  laager a r e a  t h a t  evening. I f  BARKER had, 
t h e  wi tness  b e l i e v i l '  he would remember (pg. 65)  . COPJCLETON 
was a l s o  a c t i n g  supply se rgean t .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
unusual r e q u i s i t i o n s  f o r  1 7  March (pg. 6 4 )  . 

c .  18-19 March. 

(1) Return nor th .  

On t h e  morning of 18 March, B/4/3 moved nor th .  
CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  discovery of  a 3,000 pound 
r i c e  cache t h a t  day (pg. 6 6 ) .  Although t h e  wi tness  
r e c a l l e d  no s p e c i f i c  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning,  it 
appeared t o  him t h a t  t h e i r  mission had changed from a search  
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H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any burning t h a t  day, nor  d i d  he remember 
a s c o u t  s h i p  accompanying t h e  gunships (pg. 45) .  He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any engineers  o r  A i r  Force personnel  being 
a t t ached  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 13) . 

(2) Night l aager  with ~ / 1 / 2 0 .  

A t  about 1500 hours B/4/3 l inked  up with 
C/1/20. C/1/20 had 15-20 Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel  
inc luding  t h r e e  o r  four  Nat ional  Policemen accompanying 
them (pgs,  33, 37, 38, 8 8 ) ,  C Company a l s o  had some 
de ta inees  (pg. 3 7 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  National 
P o l i c e  execute  any o f  t h e  VC suspec t s .  However, he heard 
t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  more than one of  them (pgs. 39, 85) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  hea r  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e i r  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 43) .  The Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel  s t ayed  i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 4 2 ) .  MICHLES d i d  no t  
appear t o  be angry over  t h e  f a c t  tha.t t h e  suspec t s  had been 
k i l l e d  (pg. 86) . A t  t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h e  wi tness  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any conversat ions 
concerning C/1/201s opera t ion  t h a t  day. He d i d  no t  hear  

$ t h a t  C/1/20 had conducted i t s e l f  i n  an unusual manner 
t h a t  day (pg. 86) .  

(1) Movement south .  

On t h e  morning of  17 March, B/4/3 went over  
nea r ly  t h e  same t r a i l  t h a t  they had come i n  on (m521) 
(pg. 4 4 ) .  Once again t h e  f i r s t  p la toon made con tac t .  
The wi tness  be l ieved t h a t  gunship suppor t  was c a l l e d  i n  
(pg. 4 4 )  . They f i r e d  on a t a r g e t  south of  t h e  br idge  
(pg. 4 6 )  . TAYLOR was wounded by a mine, no t  a boobytrap, 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  br idge  (pgs. 47, 48) .  CONGELTON 
opined t h a t  t h e  mines found on t h e  approach t o  t h e  br idge  
t h a t  morning were placed during t h e  previous n i g h t .  This 
was a l s o  t h e  opinion of  t h e  members of  B/4/3 (pgs. 48, 4 9 )  . 
Afte r  they crossed  t h e  b r idge ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed about 
5 0  yards  e a s t  of t h e  b r idge  where ~ i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS, 
COCHRAN1s replacement,  and a combat photographer wearing 
a s o f t  cap and a MACV patch joined B/4/3 (pgs.  1 4 ,  15,  4 9 ) .  
Although t h i s  photographer appeared t o  f i t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of  HAEBERLE, t h e  witness  claimed it was n o t  he . (pgs.  1 4 ,  15). 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  photographer ca r ry ing  a camera (pg.15) .  
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CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone o t h e r  than t h e  photographer 
and LEWIS g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  which he d i d  n o t  
be l i eve  w a s  t h e  C&C s h i p  (pg. 50) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  
n o t i c e  anything abnormal about t h e  enemy c o n t a c t  t h a t  
morning (pg. 5 1 ) .  The company moved south ,  wi th  t h e  second 
platoon t r a v e l l i n g  along t h e  beach t o  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  
r i v e r  (pg. 53) . The wi tness  s t a t e d  s e v e r a l  t imes t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies  on 1 7  March,nor d i d  he see  any 
hootches t h a t  looked a s  i f  they had been burned t h e  day before  
(pgs. 53, 54, 55,  5 7 ) .  However, l a t e r  t h a t  day they 
burned some hootches f u r t h e r  south down t h e  peninsula  (pg. 54) . 
The company moved t o  t h e  Tra Khuc River on 1 7  March (pgs. 5 4 ,  
5 5 ) .  The only Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  t h e  wi tness  saw t h a t  
day was a woman t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  took i n  a s  a cook and 
subsequently r e l e a s e d  (pgs.  56, 57, 5 9 ) .  While moving 
south,  CONGLETON d i d  n o t  remember see ing  any f i r e s  t o  t h e  
west o r  hear ing  any shoot ing i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  (pg. 6 1 ) .  

BARKER o r  CALHOUN landing.  

The wi tness  be l ieved Ghat while  they were down 
on t h e  p o i n t  e i t h e r  BARKER o r  landedM ~ ~ O ~ ' C A L H O U N  
t o  v i s i t  w i th  MICHLES. The v i s i t o r  s tayed f o r  15 o r  20 
minutes and t a l k e d  with MICHLES about t h e  opera t ion  (pg.61).. 
CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  of  t h i s  conversat ion 
(pg. 6 2 ) .  

( 3 )  Night l a a g e r  on 1 7  March. 

B/4/3 d i d  n o t  rece ive  any small  arms f i r e  
t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  CONGLETON d id  no t  r e c a l l  BARKER 
coming i n t o  t h e  laager a r e a  t h a t  evening. I f  BARKER had, 
t h e  wi tness  G e l i e v d  he would remember (pg. 6 5 ) .  CONGLETCN 
was a l s o  a c t i n g  supply se rgean t .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
unusual r e q u i s i t i o n s  f o r  1 7  March (pg. 6 4 )  . 

c .  18-19 March. 

(1) Return nor th .  

On t h e  morning of 18 March, B/4/3 moved nor th .  
CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  discovery of  a 3,000 pound 
r i c e  cache t h a t  day (pg. 66) .  Although t h e  wi tness  
r e c a l l e d  no s p e c i f i c  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning,  it 
appeared t o  him t h a t  t h e i r  mission had changed from a search  
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and d e s t r o y  t o  p a c i f i c a t i o n , i . e . ,  r econna issance  i n  f o r c e  
(pgs .  67-69). H e  r e c a l l e d  an o r d e r  coming i n  o v e r  h i s  
r a d i o  concerning a MEDCAP miss ion which was conducted a t  
about  1400 hours .  There w e r e  approximately  1 0 0 0  people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  time (pgs.  67, 68, 7 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember t h e  make up o f  t h e  MEDCAP team (pg. 7.5). CONGLETON 
r e c a l l e d  ~ / 4 / 3  t a k i n g  a VC s u s p e c t  t h a t  day (pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  see a f i e l d  te lephone  be ing  used t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
t h i s  s u s p e c t ,  b u t  he thought  he was roughed up by someone 
(pgs. 85, 89) . The s u s p e c t  escaped from them on 19 March 
whi le  moving n o r t h  n e a r  t h e  f i s h  pond a r e a  (pgs .  69, 8 2 ) .  
La t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  a women wounded by a r t i l l e r y  o r  a 
mine, w a s  medevac'd (pg. 8 2 ) .  

(2) Night l a a g e r  . ..on 18  March. 

CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone g e t t i n g  o f f  
t h e  resupply  s h i p  and j o i n i n g  B/4/3 t h a t  evening (pg. 77 ) .  
Tha t  n i g h t  t h e y  w e r e  mortared and r e c e i v e d  s m a l l  arms 
f i r e .  One nan w a s  k i l l e d  and f o u r  o r  five o t h e r s  were 
wounded (pg.  77 ) .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  mor ta rs  were 
60 mm, and t h e r e  were on ly  f i v e  o r  s i x  rounds f i r e d  and 
n o t  12 rounds a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l o g  (pg. 7 8 ) .  The 
wounded w e r e  evacuated w i t h i n  15  t o  30 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  
a t t a c k  (pg. 8 0 ) .  

( 3 )  Other  in format ion .  

The Vietnamese accompanying B/4/3 on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  t o l d  t h e  w i tnes s  t h a t  a l l  v i l l a g e s  sou th  o f  
My L a i  (1) along  t h e  c o a s t  were p a r t  o f  a V i e t  Cong 
s t rongho ld .  The re fo re ,  t h e  A R V N ' s  and t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
w e r e  n o t  bo the red  when B/4/3 burned t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pgs.  72, 
7 3 ) .  CONGLETON d i d  n o t  see ~ i e t n a m e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  u s ing  a f i e l d  t e l ephone  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
s u s p e c t s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .76) .  When B/ 4/3 was 
e x t r a c t e d ,  CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  Vietnamese 
accompanied them t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 8 7 ) .  He never  saw an M I  
o f f i c e r  u se  a k n i f e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  d e t a i n e e s ,  no r  d i d  he 
h e a r  o f  a U.S. i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  c u t t i n g  o f f  p a r t  o f  a 
s u s p e c t ' s  f i n g e r  (pg. 90) . He knew t h a t  s o l d i e r s  smoked 
mar i juana ,  b u t  he  had no knowledge o f  anyone smoking it 
dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9 3 ) .  HOOTON, TAYLOR, and TITTLE 
u s u a l l y  o p e r a t e d  a s  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  p o i n t  group.  They 
were very  efficient, b u t  CONGLETON never  saw them commit 
an a t r o c i t y ,  no r  d i d  he h e a r  o f  any th ing  t h a t  would l e a d  
one t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  men would commit a t r o c i t i e s  
(pgs .  96,  9 7 ) .  
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4 .  RADIO TRANSMISSIONS, 16-18 MARCH 1 96 8 .  

The only t ransmiss ions  CONGLETON r e c a l l e d  hear ing  
from C/1/20 concerned a  man shoot ing himself i n  t h e  foo t .  
He r e c a l l e d  no t ransmiss ions  from C/1 /20  r e p o r t i n g  a l a r g e  
enemy body count (pg. 2 6 ) .  The witness  probably radioed 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  second r e p o r t  of enemy k i l l s  i n t o  
Task Force Barker headquarters  (pg. 36) . On t h e  evening of 
1 6  March, CONGLETON r e c a l l e d  no reques t  from BARKER o r  
CALHOUN t o  r e p o r t  t h e  number of women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  
(pg. 43) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any t ransmission t o  BARKER 
on t h e  morning of 1 7  March (pg. 4 4 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  not  
r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ion  t o  C / 1 / 2 0  regarding an o r d e r  t o  
cease f i r e .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an o r d e r  t o  resweep My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  CG i n t e r c e p t i n g  and countermanding 
t h e  o rde r .  However, t h i s  sequence sounded f a m i l i a r  t o  
CONGLETON (pg. 63) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r eques t ing  a  medevac 
f o r  a woman wounded nea r  t h e  br idge  on 1 7  March (pg. 6 4 ) .  

5. INQUIRIES ABOUT THE OPERATION. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  have any knowledge of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  anyone being quest ioned concerning t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion  
(pg. 9 2 ) .  He never heard t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted regarding  t h e  opera t ion .  He was never t o l d  n o t  
t o  d i scuss  t h e  y p e r a t i c n ,  nor  d i d  he know of anyone told. 
no t  t o  d i scuss  ~t (pg. 9 3 ) .  He heard no rumors about 
c i v i l i a n s  being rounded up and s h o t ,  about unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n l o r  about a l a r g e  number of  
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  (pgs. 9 3 ;  95) . 
6 .  OTHER hNFOF-Y9TIO~?, 

a .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had n o t  d iscussed  t h e  
1 6  March opera t ion  wi th  anyone who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n '  
it (pg. 2 ) .  

b.  CONGLETON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  B/4/3 burning v i l l a g e s  
o r  hootches subsequent t o  t h e  16-18 March opera t ion  (pgs. 91, 
9 2 ) .  
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EXIIIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

M- 2 U C V  Card "Nine Rules" 
"The Enemy i n  ' 

W i t  had n o t  seen. (4 
YACV Card Your Hands" 

P-18 Black and White photo HUFFMAN and a l s o  28,40 

p o s i t i o n  on 1 6  Mar 1 
68. I d e n t i f i e d  I 

t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  

Vietnamese as  
C/1/20 de ta inees  
o f ' 1 6  Mar 68. I 
W i t  d i d  n o t  re- I 

P-19 3lack and White photo 
Recognized a s  

P-20 3lack and White photo personnel  from 
-3 mortar  
p la toon.  Pointed 
o u t  Sergeant  

I 
I 

P-21 b lack  and White photo 

31ack and White photo Same as  i n  P-21. 30 
I d e n t i f i e d  CPT' 

R I  ack and White photo MICHLES, MERCER, 31 
and i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Not t h e  same grave 

Oriented wi tness .  I 20 
I 

., 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION -

P-168 as anno ta t ed  by 
- ? t h e  w i t n e s s .  

I 


NOTES 
'1-LZo f  ~ / 4 / 3  

l o c a t e d  'here. 
2-LT COCHRAN k i l l e d  
h e r e .  
3-Second mine a t  
hedqerow de tona ted .  
LTC BARKER'S C&C 
s h i p  landed ' t o  
evacua te  t h e  
wounded. 

.. 
4-Night d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  B/4/3 
s h a r e d  w i t h  
C/1/20. . 
5-LT LEWIS and 
ROBERTS flown 
i n t o  ~ / 4 / 3  a t  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n .  1 
6-Two p l a t o o n s  
moved sou th  o f  
n i g h t  dFfens ive  
p o s i t i o n  and re-
t u r n e a .  

7-B/4/3 n i g h t  
l a a g e r  on 17 Mar. 
-MELTCAP conducted 

a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
9-Night d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  r e c e i v e d  
mor t a r s  n i g h t  of 
17 March. 
Entered i n t o  
evidence.  

PAGES 

21 

22 

23,24 

33 
, 

49,50 


53,54 


56,60 


74  


77 


9 8 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1110 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Lawrence L .  CONGLETON. 

(MR CONGLETON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

Would you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
.and res idence?  

A. Lawrence L e e  CONGLETON, s t u d e n t ,  4816 Ivy Lane, 
Evansv i l l e ,  Indiana.  

COL WILSON: Before w e  proceed with any q u e s t i o n s ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  exp la in  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s ,  

The Peers Inqui ry  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of determing t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances and making 
f ind ings  and recommendations on what i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
determined t h a t  t h e r e  was a requirement t o  know what ground 
opera t ions  of B/4/3 a s  w e l l  a s  C/1/20 were dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  
16 t o  18 March 1968. He d i d  appo in t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  another  
in terv iew team which i s  Interview Team C ,  which i s  t h i s  
team here .  We a r e  t o  in terv iew personnel  and b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  
of t h e  opera t ion  which took p lace  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A ver-
bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. We a l s o  have a t a p e  re-
corder  which w i l l  be running through t h e  in te rv iew,  i n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  no tes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
is c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it may be t h a t  t h e  testimony w i l l  become a 
mat ter  of p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ;  may be r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  pub l i c .  W e  
d o n ' t  know a t  t h i s  time. 
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During t h e  in te rv iew,  t h e  board w i l l  fol low a  
chronologica l  sequence. F i r s t ,  we w i l l  ask ques t ions  con-
cern ing  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii and r i g h t  a f t e r  you go t  t o  Viet-
nam; second, we ' re  concerned wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ;  next  would be t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  on 16 t o  19 March; and f i n a l l y ,  any 
information you may have on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  complaints ,  
o r  mat ters  a t  t h i s  t ime,  which you may know about o r  may 
have heard about. W e  do accept  hearsay information he re .  It 
i s  encouraged. Do you have any ques t ions  regarding  what I 
j u s t  t o l d  you? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Well, t h i s  board c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  of us .  M r .  
WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. I am 
a member of General PEERS1 board and Colonel NOLL i s  a member 
of t h e  board. The t h r e e  of us have a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you. 
We do n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f ind ings .  This  i s  s t r i c t -
l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of General PEERS: t h e  f ind ings  and re-
commendations and t h e  o v e r a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We a r e  merely 
instruments  t o  g e t  t h e  information f o r  him. He may come i n  
a t  any t ime,  i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  o r  any o t h e r  member of h i s  
board may come i n  he re  and ques t ion  you. 

W e  would l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you have d iscussed  
t h i s  opera t ion  with anyone p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  in te rv iew.  

A. A few of my f r i e n d s  back home, b u t  noth ing  i n  r e a l  
d e t a i l  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  Have you d iscussed  it with anybody t h a t  p a r t i c i -
pated? 

A. No, I havene t .  

Q What was your assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a r a d i o  opera to r .  

Q What n e t  were you on? 

A. I usua l ly  c a r r i e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  rad io .  

Q. For whom? 
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A.  For t h e  company commander, Captain MICHLES . 
a - How long had you been i n  t h i s  job? 

A. I had t h e  same job when I was i n  Hawaii. I was 
Captain MICHLES' jeep d r i v e r ,  s o  I guess I ' d  been doing that 
f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 years .  

Q Were you given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  
depar t ing  from Hawaii with r e fe rence  t o  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  
of war and c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A.  W e  had genera l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  handle them. 
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  t r a i n i n g .  We had a s p e c i a l  Viet-
nam o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  handl ing p r i s o n e r s  and c i v i l i a n s .  

Q .  Who gave you t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I ' m  not  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I d i d n st go through t h e  
same t r a i n i n g  that most of k h e  people bent to hecause 
I was going t o  Vietnamese language school .  I w a s  s o r t  of 
a halfway i n t e r p r e t e r ,  b u t  I 'm n o t  a r e g u l a r  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Were you going t o  t h a t  language school  while  t h e  
company w a s  g e t t i n g  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  embarkation f o r  
Vietnam? 

A. I went almost 2 months t o  t h a t  school .  

Q What pe r iod  was t h a t ?  

A. I s t a r t e d  i n  September a l l  t h e  way t o  about a 
week b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  f o r  Vietnam. 

Q .  Right  before  December then? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Two months? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, were you given any 
s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  on those  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  I quest ioned you 
about? 
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A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Let  me  see those  MACV ca rds .  

(RCDR hands ca rds  t o  COL WILSON.) 

I have f a c s i m i l e s  of two M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  
Command, Vietnam ca rds .  The f i r s t  one i s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  t i t l e d :  
"Nine Rules. " Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card?  

(COL WILSON hands e x h i b i t  t o  the wi tness . )  

A.  I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  seen it befo re .  

Q Were you i s sued  one of t h o s e  cards?  

A. I probably was, b u t  I don1t r e c a l l  f o r  su re .  

Q *  The second one is  E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  t i t l e d :  "The Enemy
i n  Your Hands." Have you seen  t h i s  card? 

(COL WILSON hands e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  seen  t h a t  one. 

Q. Were you i s sued  any cards  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,
e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam? 

- A. I v ? s s  i s snez  t h e  Geneva Conx.re~tion clrd.  

Q. Do you have t h a t  card? 

A. NQ, I don't, I l o s t m y  b i l l f o l d ,  sir.  

Q. Wzs t h i s  s?.-rd. issved. zf ter  ;r ~ 1 2 ~ sor h . ~ ww a s  i.t. 
i s sued?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i s s u e d  when w e  w e r e  i n  Hawaii. 
I t h i n k  it was i n  an o r i e n t a t i o n  c l a s s .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q A f t e r  t h e  c l a s s ,  d i d  everybody g e t  a ca rd  o r  how 
was it handled? 

A. I'm n o t  s u r e .  
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M Did you ever  r ece ive  any information a t  a l l  on 
r e p o r t i n g  mistreatment  of PW's c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, o r  
types  of procedures on how t o  r e p o r t  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No. 

9. Your language school ,  was it pr imar i ly  spoken 
Vietnamese o r  d i d  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  language? 

A. It was almost a l l  spoken. I t  was o b j e c t i v e .  

Q- And was t h e  technique of i n s t r u c t i o n  b u i l t  
around i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o r  was it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, it was more domestic speaking, 
most of it I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Common, everyday phrases  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Right.  W e  had a Vietnamese major who t a u g h t  us 
m i l i t a r y  te rms,  and then  we had a Vietnamese lady .  We spen t  
most of our  t ime with he r .-
Q. I n  o t h e r  words, n o t  s o  much on t h e  m i l i t a r y  end 
of it. 

A. No, n o t  too  much on t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

Q. We would l i k e  t o  go now t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you 
received p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  What w e  would l i k e  t o  
do i s  g e t  what you remember on t h i s ,  and then  l a t e r  w e ' l l  
give you a b e t t e r  idea  of what we know about t h e  opera t ions  
and then  w e ' l l  ask you ques t ions  on it. .I want t o  f i n d  o u t  
a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  concerning what you r e c a l l  from t h i s  
b r i e f i n g .  Would you desc r ibe  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  what, when, where 
and who? 

A. Okay. I know p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  I c a n ' t  re-
member t h e  exac t  d e t a i l s  of t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r ,  but  it was 
s o r t  of f e l t  t h a t  we were going t o  completely des t roy  t h i s  
a r e a  because we had been t h e r e  before  and we always received 
a l o t  of f i r e  and harassment down t h e r e .  A s  f a r  a s  k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s ,  t h a t  wasn ' t  a d i r e c t  o r d e r  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
W e  had rece ived  c learance  l i k e  t o  burn a v i l l a g e  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  because t h i s  was a r e a l  bad a rea .  We always got  
c o n t a c t  t h e r e .  A s  f a r  a s  any d e f i n i t e  o rde r s  , I can 't remem-
b e r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q .  You mentioned t h a t  you had rece ived  o rde r s  t o  
burn t h e  v i l l a g e s .  Was t h i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  so .  We'd been down t h e r e  one o t h e r  
t ime and while  we were t h e r e - - a f t e r  we were t h e r e  f o r  a whi l e ,  
they  got  c learance  f o r  us t o  burn t h i s  one a r e a  because it 
was bad, bu t  we had t o  w a i t  a l i t t l e .  I th ink  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion  we had c learance  t o  do t h i s .  

Q - Where was t h i s  b r i e f i n g  given? 

A. It was a t  our  f i r e  base.  I c a n ' t  remember whether 
w e  l e f t  from LZ Uptight o r  LZ Dot t i e .  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e ,  
because I ' v e  been down t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t imes and we l e f t  from 
each one a t  a d i f f e r e n t  t ime. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q .  We might be a b l e  t o  pick t h a t  up l a t e r .  Where 
was it given? Was it given i n  t h e  CP ,  was it given i n  a 
bunker, o r  was it given ou t  i n  t h e  open? 

A .  Well, t h e  opera t ion  o rde r  t h a t  I was f a m i l i a r  
w i t h ,  I would usua l ly  s i t  around when t h e  company commander 
would t a l k  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  t o  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s ,  and I 
would l i s t e n  i n  on t h i s  opera t ion  order .  Then t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r s  would go back and give t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r  t o  t h e i r  
p la toon se rgean t s  and squad l e a d e r s .  So I j u s t  heard it a t  
t h e  platoon l e a d e r  l e v e l .  

Q Is t h i s  t ime frame f ixed  i n  your mind, 16 March, 
16 ,  17 ,  and 18. 

A - - I t h i n k  I have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of t h e  opera t ion
it was. 

Q. Whom d i d  t h e  company commander normally have a t  
t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  p r i o r  t o  a combat a s s a u l t ,  and w a s  t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  unusual about t h i s  b r i e f i n g  from t h e  personnel  a t t e n -
dance? 

A. Normally, it would be t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  and 
sometimes t h e  platoon se rgean t s  i f  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  
wasn ' t  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  always t h e  platoon l e a d e r s .  

Q. And the RTO's? 

A. J u s t  myself and maybe t h e  o t h e r  CP R T O ' s  would 
be t h e r e ,  but t h e  p la toon R T O t s  wouldn ' t  be t h e r e .  
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Q. What about t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t?  

A. The f i r s t  sergeant--I  don' t t h i n k  our f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t  was i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t h i n k  he had 
gone back t o  our  base camp. 

Q. Exec? 

A.  H e  was no t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  e i t h e r .  

Q. Supply sergeant?  

A. No, no t  t h e  supply se rgean t .  

Q e  Any of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A.  I n  t h e  f i e l d  I was considered t h e  supply ser-
gean t ,  because I c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o ,  and then  I broke down 
t h e  s u p p l i e s  a t  n i g h t  when w e  got  them and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anyone e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  a t t end ing
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I ' m  th ink ing  of command group personnel  such 
a s  medics? 

A.  Well, we usua l ly  had one bunker s e t  a s ide  f o r  t h e  
command group and i f  t h e  company medic happened t o  be i n  t h e  
bunker f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he would l i s t e n  i n  on it too .  But he 
wouldn' t have t o  be t h e r e ,  

Q. Anybody e l s e  you can th ink  o f ?  

A.  Anybody e l s e  t h a t  might have j u s t  happened t o  be the 
a t  t h e  time could have heard it, bu t  t h i s  wouldn ' t  be normal 
procedure.  

Q. What time of day was t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I wouldn't  have any idea .  

Q Now, t h i n k  as  much a s  you can on what Captain 
MICHLES s a i d  a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  . I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  he d e f i n i t e l y  s a i d .  
Things l i k e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  s t i c k  i n  my mind t o o  much a t  t h e  

' 

t ime,  I mean a s  f a r  a s  s t a y i n g  with m e  f o r  a long t ime. 

Q Do yo^ remember whether he  t o l d  t h e  p la toons  what 
they  were going t o  do and what was t h e  deployment a f t e r  they  
a r r i v e d  i n  
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t h e  o b j e c t i v e  area, where t h e y  w e r e  t o  go and s o  f o r t h ?  

A.  I remember t h e  1st P la toon  was t o  c r o s s  t h i s .  
b r i d g e  and go o v e r  on what w e  c a l l e d  a causeway. It is a 
l i t t l e  f i n g e r  o f  l a n d  t h a t  runs  a long  t h e  ocean.  They were 
going  t o  spend t h e  n i g h t  ove r  t h e r e ,  and o u r  p l a toon  was 
t o  j o i n  up w i t h  Company t h a t  evening and l a t e r  on t h a t  
day. 

Q - You mean t h e  rest o f  t h e  company? 

A .  Right .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  assignment f o r  t h e  2d and 
3d P la toons  o t h e r  t han  t h e  e v e n t u a l  l ink-up  w i t h  C h a r l i e  
Company? 

A.  W e  w e r e  t o  s e a r c h  t h i s  g iven  a r e a ,  b u t  as f a r  as--
I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember, b u t  as f a r  a s  normal s e a r c h i n g  around 
t h a t  w e  u s u a l l y  d i d  r i g h t  a f t e r  we g o t  on t h e  ground,  w e  h i t  a 
couple  of mines and w e  had t o  change o u r  r o u t e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  because of  t h a t .  

Q Did ' t h e  c a p t a i n  use  a map when he b r i e f e d  them? 

A. Oh, I ' m  s u r e  h e  d i d .  

Q Did h e  d e s c r i b e  any p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  h e  wanted 
searched  o r  d i d  h e  normally do t h i s ?  

A.  H e  would g i v e  c o o r d i n a t e s  where w e  would l a n d  
and h e  would g ive  c o o r d i n a t e s  t o  where w e  would proceed t o  and 
u s u a l l y  h e  had--I c a n ' t  remember what you c a l l  i t ,  t h e  c l e a r  
p l a s t i c  over  t h e  maps, a c e t a t e ,  and h e  would mark t h i s  on a 
g r e a s e  p e n c i l  l i k e  an arc where t h e  company would go o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  a s i d e  from a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a p l a toon  going o f f  by i t s e l f ,  b u t  any th ing  o t b e r  
t h a t  was unusual?  , 

A .  I can t remember anyth ing  unusua l .  

Q Anything about  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunsh ips ,  o r  s u p p o r t i n g
f i r e s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  when w e  make a combat a s s a u l t ,  w e  
always had gunships  a v a i l a b l e  o r  on ca l l .  I b e l i e v e  w e  
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used them a t  t h e  t ime when we got  on t h e  ground. 

Q- How about a r t i l l e r y ,  any mention of  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  prep  on our  
LZ. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it w a s  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  might 
have been, b u t  I canqt remember. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything t h a t  was mentioned as  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion  be ing  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t  
you've been on? 

A T  The only t h i n g  t h a t  was s o r t  of-- I c a n ' t  remember 
a d i r e c t  o r  c e r t a i n  o r d e r ,  b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  it was t h e  
t h e  iinpression t h a t  we were going t o  p r e t t y  w e l l  des t roy  t h i s  
a r e a  when we got  on t h e  ground. 

Q- What do you remember be ing  t o i d  about  t h e  enemy 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  remember anytbinq d i r e c t l y  about t h e  
enemy s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  everybody i n  our  company knew what it was 
wi thout  having t o  be t o l d  about t h i s  a r e a ,  because we had been 
t o r e  up down t h e r e  p r e t t y  much before .  

Q *  A l l  t h e  company had a good i d e a  of what was down 
t h e r e ?  

A .  Right.  It wasn ' t  looked forward t o ,  t o  go down t h e r e .  
I t  was j u s t  about t h e  wors t  p lace  we could go i n  our  a rea .  

Q. So when anybody mentioned going i n t o  t h i s  area--
what d i d  you c a l l  t h i s  a rea?  

A. W e  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  it PinkviPPe. 

Q. When anybody mentioned going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  d i d  t h i s  
c r e a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  psychological  cond i t ion  i n  you a s  an i n d i v i -  
dual  and o t h e r  members of t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I t  almost had t o .  

Q m  Do you remember i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  which 
l i f t  Captain MICHLES was i n ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  W e  u sua l ly  
went on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  I can '  t remenber e x a c t l y  on t h i s  opera- 
t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can remember one t h a t  we d i d n ' t  go on 
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t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  


Q - Did h e  u s u a l l y  cover  t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  


A. Right .  

Q. A s  t o  who's  go ing  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. ~ i g h t. 

Q- Does h e  u s u a l l y  go i n  t h e  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t ?  


A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  concern ing  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  about  t h a t .  I couldn 't .. . , 
Q- Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  

d i s p o s t i o n  o f  food s t o c k s ?  


A, No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  


Q *  Animals? 

A. No. 

Q. What w e s  t h e  norms1 procedure  for fond stocks 
and l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  we w e r e  going t o  d e s t r o y  t h i s  area, 
burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  u s u a l l y  d e s t r o y  t h e  food a l s o .  

Q o  
 What about  Lj,vestock? 

A. I can neve r  remember k i l l i n g  any l i v e s t o c k  i n t e n -  
t i o n a l l y .  It happened a c c i d e n t a l l y  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s ,  b u t  n o t  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  conce rn ing  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e s e  v i i l a g e s ?  

A. No. 


Q. Normal p rocedures?  
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A.  There wasn ' t  any mention made of  it, so. I guess 
it would j u s t  be considered normal procedures .  

Q What w e r e  t h e  normal procedures? 

A. W e l l ,  when we'd go i n  and s e a r c h  a v i l l a g e ,  we'd 
round them up and herd  them a l l  i n t o  one end of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and have a few people ,  u s u a l l y  ou r  weapons p l a toon ,  k ind  
of keep an eye on them, and we'd sea rch .  The only  o t h e r  t i m e  
t h a t  w e  ' d  burn a v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  u s u a l l y  weren' t any inhabi -
t a n t s  around. They'd f l e d  t h e  a r e a .  

Q W e l l  now you, a s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  RTO, w e r e  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  know more about what was going on i n  t h e  
company than  anybody wi th  t h e  except ion  of t h e  company 
commander. Normally on ope ra t ions  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  Batan-
gan Peninsula  and i n  your normal AO, I unders tand t h e r e  w e r e  
v i l l a g e s  burned. 

A.  Right.  

Q Were thexe e v e r  any vi .1 . la .q~~burned wi thou t  going 
t o  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  fo rce  f o r  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. No, I don % b e l i e v e  s o .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I 
d o n ' t  even t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  had t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  I 
t h i n k  they  had t o  g e t  t h e  c l ea rance  through t h e  province  c h i e f  
t o  do t h i s  o r  whoever was i n  charge of  t h a t  a r e a .  The 
Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  had t o  g ive  us c l e a r a n c e  t o  do t h i s .  

Q, W e l l  now, back i n  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  when t h e r e  
was some reason t o  want t o  burn a v i l l a g e ,  'who usua l ly  i n i t i -
a t e d  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h i s ?  Was i t  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  o r  was it 
t h e  company commander? 

A.  W e l l ,  I guess it would probably come from t h e  p l a -
toon l e a d e r ,  and then  it j u s t  depended on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  
a p l a toon  l e a d e r  thought  it would be a good i d e a ,  I t h i n k  he  
would u s u a l l y  c a l l .  But t h i s  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  happen t h a t  many 
t imes .  I would say  u s u a l l y  j u s t  maybe t h e  company commander 
probably i n i t i a t e d  it. 

Q. How long was t h e  de lay  b e f o r e  a u t h o r i t y  was g ran t -
ed? 

A. I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  

Q. Do you remember r e q u e s t i n g  any a u t h o r i t y  l i k e  t h i s  
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a s  t h e  RTO? 

A.  I can t remember r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  I can re-
member r e c e i v i n g  permiss ion  from b a t t a l i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
They c a l l e d  back and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  who-
e v e r  it was, t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t y ,  had g iven  t h e  okay 
t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Was t h i s  wh i l e  you were a p a r t  of  Task Force  
Barker? 

A. Right .  

Q Was t h e r e  any th ing  i r r e g u l a r  o r  unusua l  about  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  command group f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n r t  remember. 

Q. O r  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t achments?  

A .  W e  had a m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  team w i t h  u s ,  and 
t h e r e  was an American m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  man and one V i e t -
namese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  us .  

Q 0 And do you r e c a l l  who t h i s  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e -
t e r  was? 

A. No, I s u r e  d o n ' t ,  

Q. Had you e v e r  s e e n  him b e f o r e ?  

A. No. I remember t h i s  w a s  a new one ,  w e  neve r  had 
him b e f o r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. l a e n  d id  h e  j o i n  ~ G U ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  h e  came i n  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command 
h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q He w a s n ' t  w i t h  you t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Now i s  t h i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  M I  pe rsonne l?  

A. W e  had one American M I  and t h e n  he--he always 
t a k e s  a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i th  him. You know, t h e y  
work a s  a  team, u s u a l l y  t h e  procedure .  

(CONGLETON) 12 APP T-229 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q This  w a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Well,  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  we 
had. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I j u s t  want t o  be s u r e  I under-
s t and .  The Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
was t h e  one t h a t  was wi th  t h e  MI-? 

A.  Right .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have b u t  one o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. That  was it. 

Q 24nd h e  jo ined  you t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
d i d n ' t  come f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q And t h i s  was n o t  t h e  one t h a t  w a s  normally wi th  
t h e  M I  o f f i c e r  when he  jo ined you? 

A. No. I remember he  was a d i f f e r e n t  Vietnamese. 

Did you know t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name r i g h t  now. W e  were p r e t t y  
f r i e n d l y  w i t h  him. 

Q - Was t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  about  t h e  command group t h a t  was 
d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q Did you have any eng inee r s  w i th  you? 

A .  Not on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Normal a r t i l l e r y ,  FO , and mortar  p l a toon .  No change? 

A.  No change. 

Q .  Did you have any A i r  Force people  w i th  you? 

A. No. 

Q. No obse rve r s?  
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A. The second day of t h e  opera t ion  we had a combat 
photographer wi th  us from MACV. This  i s n ' t  t h a t  photo-
grapher t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  papers  t h a t  we read  about.  What's 
h i s  name, HAEBERLE? I t ' s  n o t  him, it was another  one. 

Q And t h e  way you ' re  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  t o  m e  would 
be  t h e  day a f t e r  HAEBERLE was t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  s e e  HAEBERLE on t h i s  opera t ion .  
This  was t h e  second day of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  t h i s  MACV photo-
grapher came ou t .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  p i n  t h a t  down whi le  we ' re  he re .  Who 
was t h a t ?  

A. I had never seen  him before .  The only t i m e  I 
ever  saw him i n  my l i f e  was t h a t  day, and somebody t o l d  m e  
t h a t  he had one day l e f t  i n  Vietnam and t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  
day he was going t o  spend. 

Q You say he came i n  t h e  second day? 

A. Right.  

Q Was he an American? 

A. Right.  

Q Did he have on a uniform? 

A. I remember he  was wearing a s o f t  cap. He wasn ' t  
wearing a s t e e l - - j u s t  r e g u l a r  jungle f a t i g u e s .  

Q- Did he  have any i n s i g n i a  on? 

A. The MACV patch was t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember. 

Q How about a U,S. Army nametag? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I th ink  he  was a spec  5 ,  b u t  t h a t  
was j u s t  s o r t  o f . . .  

Q. Anything e l s e  t h a t  would d i s t i n g u i s h  him? 

A: I can remember he was k ind  of t a l l  and t h i n .  

Q Caucasian? 
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Right.  

Q Did he have more than  one camera?e 


A. P c a n ' t  remember. I remember he car r ' ed  a  p i s t o l .  
T h a t ' s  about t h e  only o t h e r  t h i n g  1 can remember. H e  came i n  
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command chopper. 

8. How long d id  he s t a y ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  maybe a couple of hours ,  2 
o r  3 hours.  This  was t h e  nex t  day. W e  were on t h i s  penin- 
s u l a  o u t  by t h e  ocean. We had joined our  1st Platoon o u t  
t h e r e ,  

Q o  
 By h imsel f?  

A, Right.  

Q e  
 Nobody wi th  him? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, 

& .  Did you t a l k  t o  h i m ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q o  
 You d i h rt say anyth ing  ,Lo h i m ?  

A. No. 

Q. Who d i d  he s t a y  w i t h ,  anybody i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. H e  went wi th  a p la toon ,  bu t  
I c a n ' t  remember which one it was. 

Q. H e  d i d  go w i t h  a  platoon? 

A. Well, we were a l l  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  o u t  
t h e r e  on t h a t  s p i t  of l and ,  bu t  h e - d i d  go wi th  a  p la toon.  

Q. I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  he came i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  
d i d n ' t  you, o r  what time of day? 

A .  I would e s t i m a t e  around 1 2 ,  b u t  I mean 2 hours 
e i t h e r  way, 

Q. With one day t o  go i n  country? 
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A. T h a t ' s  what someone t o l d  me, 

Q Anything e l s e  i r r e g u l a r  about t h e  command group? 

I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything r i g h t  now. 

Q Anything e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  covered? 

MR. WALSK: I want you t o  t h i n k  very hard about t h i s  photographer 
and s e e  i f  you're c e r t a i n  t h a t  he  joined you during t h e  second 
day when you -- a f t e r  you crossed  over  t h e  causeway and 
were ou t  on t h a t  beach, and whether it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
he joined you sometime during t h e  noontime of t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A, No, I can almost be r e a l  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he  
joined us ou t  t h e r e  on t h a t  s p i t  of land.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
he  w a s  wi th  us t h e  f i r s t  day. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  photographer jo in ing  B Company
t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Do you remember during t h e  f i r s t  day Captain 
KOTOUC and an i n t e r p r e t e r  were i n  your company f o r  a 
whi le  i n  t h e  afernoon? 

A. T h e  nane d c e s n ' t  SOLE^ f a z i l i a r  a t  a l l .  

Q A b i g  c a p t a i n ,  b a t t a l i o n  S2? 

A. I should know him, b u t  I c a n ' t  p l ace  him. 

Q- Kind of a sharp  d r e s s e r ,  p i s t o l  and a 
hunt ing  k n i f e ?  

A. NO, I s u r e  c a n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  p l ace  him then? 

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: We w i l l  recess u n t i l  1230 hours.  

(.The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1143 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 
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(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  1232 hours ,  
29 January 19 70 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
recessed  a r e  again  p resen t .  

(The wi tness  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  
under oa th  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

COL WILSON: We had completed most of  t h e  ques t ions  
concerning t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  
W e  w i l l  go now t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  I w i l l  g ive  you 
a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what happened from t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
s t andpo in t  and a l i t t l e  b i t  on B Company, and then  we 
w i l l  ask you t o  g ive  us t h e  d e t a i l s  of  what you r e c a l l .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  t h e  wi tness  on 
Exh ib i t  MAP-5 .) 

Do you r e c a l l ,  when you landed,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
your a i r c r a f t  was fac ing?  

A. They were f a c i n g  genera l ly  nor th ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Did you rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

A. No, I know w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q. Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they were. Right ,  on t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  I know they  were. T h a t ' s  genera l  p r a c t i c e ,  most of 
t h e  t ime they  d id .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  making a go-around?' 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we d i d .  I th ink  w e  came 
s t r a i g h t  i n  t h a t  day. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether anyone was f i r i n g  when 
they go t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. None o f  t h e  infantrymen were f i r i n g  when 
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they got  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q • Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any gunships? 

A. We had gunships e s c o r t i n g  us.  

Were they f i r i n g ?  

A. They were f i r i n g ,  r i g h t .  

Q Did you s e e  them f i r i n g  from your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right.  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  I have a p i c t u r e  
of them f i r i n g .  I had my camera with me t h a t  day and I 
took a p icu re .  

Q How many photographs do you have of t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A .  Not too  many, because r i g h t  a f t e r  we landed 
one of our  l i e u t a n a n t s  was k i l l e d  and t h i s  s o r t  of t a k e s  --
you know how t h e s e  th ings  a r e  --. I j u s t  didn ' t f e e l  l i k e  -. 
t a k i n g  any more p i c t u r e s  then .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  b r i n g  t h e s e  photographs with you, 
then? 

A .  KO, sir. 

Q Is t h e r e  any way we could g e t  them from you
and make copies  and send them back t o  you? 

A. You probably could.  They're on s l i d e s ,  35 mrn 
s l i d e s .  

Q Could you mail  them t o  us and l e t  us make 
a copy, and we w i l l  send them back? 

A. Right ,  okay. 

[Color s l i d e s  taken by MR CONGLETON w e r e  l a t e r  
received and p r i n t s  the reof  admitted as  Exh ib i t s  P-203 
through P-216. ) 

Q And you have p i c t u r e s  of t h e  gunships f i r i n g ?  
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A. You can s e e  t h e  rocke t s  coming ou t  and h i t t i n g  
t h e  ground. 

Q e  Tha t ' s  -good. They were f i r i n g  where, 
on t h e  LZ? 

A. On t h e  LZ. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a r t i l l e r y  on our  LZ, 
because usua l ly  you can t e l l  by t h e  c r a t e r s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember any b i g  o r  l a r g e  c r a t e r s  o r  anything on t h e  LZ. 

Q You took t h i s  photograph from t h e  door of your
h e l i c o p t e r  o r  from t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. From t h e  door of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Do you remember which door you were i n ?  

A. Well, you could t e l l  by t h e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember now. 

Q The gunships were making t h e i r  runs.  Were 
they  making them east-west  o r  north-south? 

A. I b e l i e v e  north-south.  Actua l ly  it would be from 
t h e  south t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q. South t o  t h e  nor th?  Did you have t o  lean?  

A. I was probably s i t t i n g  on t h e  back s i d e  of 
t h e  Huey on t h e  edge. J u s t  by s t i c k i n g  ou t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
you could t a k e  a p i c t u r e  very e a s i l y .  

Q You took t h e s e  photographs p r i o r  t o  t h e  door-
gunner commencing f i r i n g ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  o r  was t h e  
doorgunner f i r i n g  then? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they were. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Well, i f  you would, when you mail  t h e s e  
photographs,  they  w i l l  be numbered. You could p u t  a l i t t l e  
information on t h e  number. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it. A t  
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any r a t e ,  i f  we have any ques t ions  w e  w i l l  c a l l  you 
back and ask you about t h e  number. But you won ' t  have a 
copy of it, w i l l  you? 

A. No, I j u s t  have one s l i d e .  

Q Well,  w e ' l l  work it o u t  some way. I f  you can 
w r i t e  something f o r  each s h o t ,  w e  would z p p r e c i a t e  it. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  okay. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What w e  want t o  do now i s  g e t  
a l a r g e  a e r i a l  photograph and see i f  we can t r a c k  your 
a c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  of 4 days,  and w e  w i l l  
s t a r t  w i th  t h e  16 th?  

A .  This  i s  t h e  day of t h e  ope ra t ion?  

Q- Y e s ,  t h i s  was t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

(The wi tness  i s  o r i e n t e d  on a e r i a l  photograph 
Exh ib i t  P-168. ) 

A.  I would say  our  LZ would be j u s t  about r i g h t  
h e r e ,  and t h e s e  a r e  a l l  r ice paddies  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exh ib i t  P-168) . 
Q You're p o i n t i n g  j u s t  south  of t h e  road? 

A. Right ,  j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  road. A s  soon as w e  g o t  
o f f  t h e  choppers ,  w e  moved up and j u s t  s o r t  of s e t  up r i g h t  
a long  t h i s  road.  

Q How f a r  sou th  of  t h e  road were you when you 
go t  o f f  t h e  chopper? 

A 0, I ' d  say  maybe 150 meters. 

Q 150 meters south  of t h e  road.  That  might 
p u t  you maybe down a s  f a r  a s  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. And t h e n  our  1 s t  P la toon ,  a s  soon a s  they  
g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers ,  they  s t a r t e d  making it. I'm n o t  
s u r e  what t r a i l  t hey  took t o  g e t  over  h e r e ,  b u t  t hey  went 
through P i n k v i l l e  and t h e n  they c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
they d i d  most of t h e i r  ~ p e r a t i n gover  h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  day. 

Q - Were they on t h e  same l i f t  you were on? 
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A.  I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  A s  
soon a s  t h e  second l i f t  came i n ,  t h a t ' s  when t h e y  l e f t ,  
because w e  were w i t h  t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  day.  

Q =  Did you always go on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  w i t h  
Capta in  MICHLES? 

A.  Right .  The CP group a lways,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  
would b e  some k ind  of weight  problem, and maybe I per-
s o n a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  on. But t h e  CP group always 
went on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Then w e  s p e n t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
t i m e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  j u s t  g e t t i n g  o r i e n t e d  sou th  
of  t h e  road.  Our 2d P la toon  s t a r t e d ,  and t h e y  w e r e  t o  
go i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  But they  
s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  hedge once,  and they  h i t  a mine and 
w e  d u s t e d  them o f f .  I t  k i l l e d  t h e  2d P la toon  l e a d e r  s o  
I s p e n t  a l i t t l e  t i m e  w i th  t h e  2d P la toon  g e t t i n g  them 
s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t ,  and t h e n  I came back wi th  t h e  CP group. 
They s o r t  of  backed o u t  where t hey  had c r o s s e d  t h a t  
hedge once ,  and they  s t a r t e d  t o  c r o s s  it h e r e  j u s t  maybe 
100 meters  more n o r t h .  They t r i e d  t z  c r o s s  +&rough 
t h e  hedge a g a i n  and they  hit ano the r  mine. T h i s  t ime 
Colonel  BARKER came i n  on h i s  chopper and t o l d  them n o t  
even t r y  t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  j u s t  s o r t  of  f o r g e t  about  t h a t  
p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  jus t - -

COL WILSON: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Okay, l e t '  s wait a ~ n u t e .  L e t  u s  
c a t c h  up w i t h  you. Put  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone i n  t h e r e .  

(LTC NOLL a n n o t a t e s  E x h i b i t  P-168 which i s  l a t e r  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  - w i t h  markings a s  E x h i b i t  P-19 3 . )  

A .  That  LZ might be  j u s t  a l i t t l e  more n o r t h  t h a n  
t h a t ,  because  t h i s  looks  more l i k e  j u s t  r e g u l a r  v e g e t a t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  w e ' r e  j u s t  approximat ing t h e  l o c a t i o n  as 
it i s ,  j u s t  about  150 meters sou th  of t h e  road ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h a t  hedge f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

A. W e l l ,  when you approached it, i t ' s  l i k e  you are 
going  t o  have t o  s t e p  up about 3 f e e t .  I t  j u s t  looks l i k e  
t h e  l a n d  has  been r a i s e d  up, l i k e  t h e y ' v e  e i t h e r  b u i l t  up 
t h a t  way o r  j u s t  a n a t u r a l  occu r rence ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Then 
i n  it t h e r e ' s  a l l  
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t h i s  vege ta t ion ,  bamboo and th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  and o t h e r  vege-
t a t i o n .  There a r e  a few openings through i t ,  and s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  going through t h i s  a rea  i s  where we usua l ly  h i t  
t h e  mines, j u s t  a s  you go t o  s t e p  up on it. I mean i t ' s  n o t  
a s t r a i g h t  w a l l ,  i t ' s  a s o r t  of s l a n t e d  maybe 3 o r  4 f e e t  
t h e r e .  

Q .Would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  ga te  f o r  t h e  record? 

A.  I f  I can remember r i g h t ,  it i s  j u s t  s o r t  of a 
bamboo arch .  

Q Which way was it fac ing ,  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A.  The opening would be fac ing  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  
t o  t h e  wes t ,  depending on which way you approached. 

Q a ( In te rpos ing)  Was it d i f f i c u l t  t o  open o r  any-
th ing?  

A. No, it wasn ' t  a swinging-type a f f a i r ,  j u s t  an 
open arch.  

Q Then you moved across  t h e  road? 

A.  Across t h e  road ,  r i g h t .  

Q I guess it would probably be a good i d e a  t o  p u t  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN's l o c a t i o n  on t h e r e  because you s a w  where 
he  was? . 

LTC NOLL : I 've got  a ques t ion .  The 1st  Platoon moved up t o  
t h e  road,  f i r s t  l i f t ,  and they he ld  i n  place u n t i l  t h e  second 
l i f t  came i n  a s  I understand it. They moved on o u t ?  

A. Right. 

Q, And t h e  company reorganized he re ,  okay? 

A.0 Y e s .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  p o i n t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was--

A,- ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was j u s t  about where--not i n  
t h e r e  very f a r ,  r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h a t  l i n e  would be where 
he was k i l l e d .  Then maybe 100 meters f a r t h e r  we h i t  t h e  
second mine. 

(LTC NOLL marks t h e  l o c a t i o n  where LT COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  a s  p o i n t  2 on t h e  photo,  l a t e r  Exhib i t  P-193.) 
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COL WILSON: Were you wi th  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I saw him, b u t  l i k e ,  I was maybe 100 yards  away 
from him when he h i t  t h e  mine. 

Q What type  of mine o r  booby t r a p  was t h i s ,  do you 
know? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I ' d  say  it w a s  a smal l  a n t i -
personnel- type mine, because it d i d n ' t  completely blow him 
a p a r t .  P a r t  of it caught him i n  t h e  head; t h e  o t h e r  I t h i n k  
blew one of h i s  l e g s  o f f .  I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I know he  
had head i n j u r i e s .  

Q Was it below t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  was it above t h e  su r -
f ace ? 

A. N o , - i t  was below t h e  s u r f a c e .  

(LTC NOLL marks E x h i b i t  P-19 3 .  ) 

Q. P o l n t  3 would be where t h e  next  mine was h i t .  

A.  That  was j u s t  about 100 y a r d s ,  maybe a l i t t l e  
northwest  j u s t  a s  t h i s  bends around. I would say  it was j u s t  
about where t h a t  o t h e r  whi te  l i n e  i s  r i g h t  t h e r e .  No one was 
k i l l e d  on t h a t  one,  b u t  I t h i n k  somebody had a t r aumat i c  ampu-
t a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  W e  used the  b a t t a l i o n  command he l i cop-
t e r  t o  d u s t  t h e  second mine o f f .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  was going t o  be t h e  n e x t  p o i n t  t h a t  w e  
want t o  d i s c u s s  and l o c a t e  i f  p o s s i b l e .  You mentioned t h a t  
Colonel BARKER was t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. When d i d  he g e t  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I m a n  h.e was probably f l y i n g  around over-
head a l l  t h e  t ime.  They u s u a l l y  used t h a t  command chopper t o  
mark t h e  L Z ' s  w i th  smoke. A s  f a r  a s  I know, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  
second mine was t r i p p e d  he s a i d  t h a t  he  would used h i s  chopper 
f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

Q This  was a f t e r  t h e  second mine was t r i p p e d ?  

A. Right .  

Q. And d i d  he come r i g h t  a f t e r  you go t  t h i s  communi-
c a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q o  So he a r r i v e d  r i g h t  away a t  p o i n t  3 where it 
was detonated? 

A.  Within 5 minutes.  

Q How long  was he on t h e  ground? 

A. Oh, 2 minutes a t  t h e  most. I mean, he  d i d n ' t  g e t  
o u t  of t h e  chopper. He s t a y e d  i n  t h e  chopper and p u t  t h e  people  
'on and then  took them away. 

Q How many do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  It  was a t  l e a s t  fou r  people i n j u r e d  with  t h a t  
mine. A couple  of them w e r e n ' t  very bad,  b u t  one of them 
was r e a l  bad,  I remember. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What I would now l i k e  t o  determine i s  
whether both groups,  bo th  t h e  group t h a t  was wounded a t  t h e  
t i m e  ~ i e u t e n a n tCOCHRAN was k i l l e d  and t h e  second, were t h e y  
a l l  dusted-off  wi th  t h e  C&C chopper? 

A.  No. Lieu tenant  COCHRAN and t h e  people  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  mine w e r e  dusted-off  by r e g u l a r  dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and 
t h e  second group was--

Q . ( In ts rpos i i ig )  3kay, I thinl; y ~ acan j u s t  add 
t h a t  on t o  p o i n t  3 .  Colonel BARKER evacuated--

LTC NOLL: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How about t h i s  p o i n t ?  Colonel 
BARKER i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  them n o t  t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

COL WILSON: Y e s ,  would you e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  s o r t  of r e l i e v e d  us ,  
because we ha ted  t o  go i n  t h e r e  anyway. But i n s t e a d  of going 
on i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  w e  j u s t  bore  t o  our  l e f t ,  t o  t h e  wes t ,  a 
l i t t l e  more than  w e  had planned. 

CI Did you plan to go into P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.- The 2d Platoon was t o  sweep almost s t r a i g h t  n o r t h  
from t h e  LZ and go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  
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Q 0 And Colonel BARKER resc inded t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A, Right.  

Q. And d i d  he do t h i s  on t h e  ground o r  through t h e  
r e g u l a r  r a d i o ?  

Aa I t h ink  it w a s  through t h e  r a d i o .  

Q - Before he landed, o r  a f t e r  he landed? 

A. I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  su re .  

MR WALSH: You were opera t ing  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  was on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  n e t  t h a t  day- Who would be t h e  people t r a n s m i t t i n g  
on t h a t  n e t ,  Colonel BARKER and Major CaLBOUN a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. H e  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  t r a n s m i t t i n g  himself .  

Q e  Would you hear  t h e  communications from t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  p i l o t s  a t  a l l ?  

A.  N o .  

Q Were any of them t i e d  i n t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. -Right. They had s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  
chopper; 1Im no t  really su re  how t h i s  works : b u t  they have 
a--they can t a l k  t o  o t h e r  people i n  t h e  chcpper t h a t  a r e  t a l k -
i n g  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  without  us hea r ing  them unless  they 
were s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  somebody on t h e  ground, I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  t h e  way it works. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  &cut  t h a t .  

Q Who were t h e  people you normally heard t r a n s -
m i t t i n g  when you werent t handl ing t ransmiss ions  d i r e c t l y  
f o r  MICHLES? 

A. You mean l i k e  t h e  S 3 ,  Major CALHOUN, and.... 

Q L e t  me ask you a more s p e c i f i c  ques t ion .  Would 
you normally h e a r  a l l  of t h e  t ransmiss ions  from t h e  TOC o r  
from Colonel BARKER t o  t h e  o t h e r  companies i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Right ,  we could hea r  t h e  o t h e r  companies. 

9. A t  t h i s  time frame, and up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  Colo-
n e l  BARKER landed,  d i d  you hear  any t ransmiss ion  e i t h e r  t o  o r  
from Char l i e  Company and e i t h e r  t h e  TOC o r  Colonel BARKER'S 
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chopper w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l a r g e  number o f  bod ie s  on t h e  
ground i n  C h a r l i e  Company's a r e a ?  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h a t .  The 
only t h i n g  t h a t  I could  a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  w a s  about  
t h a t  f e l l ow s h o o t i n g  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  That  w a s  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  I could remember t h a t  I can p l a c e  w i th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
between C h a r l i e  Company--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I can ' t remember any. 

Q O r  any of t h e  o t h e r  company commanders w i th  res-
p e c t  t o  body count  o r  l a r g e  numbers of bod ie s  b e i n g  on t h e  
ground i n  C h a r l i e  Company's a r e a ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember any. 

LTC NOLL: L e t  m e  ask a q u e s t i o n .  The 2d  P la toon  w a s  moving 
up a long  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  between t h e  f i e l d  and P i n k v i l l e .  Where 
was t h e  3d P la toon  moving? 

A.  They were moving w e s t  of t h e  a r e a  I would s a y ,  
r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-168), on l i n e  moving 
mostly n o r t h .  

COL WILSON: I am going t o  t r y  t o  go a long  and f i x  t h e  t i m e s  
on t h e s e  t h i n g s  f o r  you s o  t h a t  you can keep i n  mind 
t h e  t imes  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  occur red  a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  This  r e p o r t  probably came from your  r a d i o  through 
t h e  TOC a t  f i r e  b a s e  D o t t i e .  The second l i f t  touchdown 
w a s  completed a t  0827. 

(Zuurnal  e n t r i e s  w e r e  taken f r o m  E-&ibi t  N--3.6.) 

A. Y e s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A t  0845, i t ' s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a 105 round 
booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d  and one U.S. k i l l e d .  Tha t  would be--
t h a t  t i m e  was 0 8 4 5 ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  t i m e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  it was supposed t o  have occur red .  That  b r i n g s  us up t o  
t h i s  second group who t r i p p e d  t h e  booby t r a p  w i t h  t h r e e  
U . S .  wounded a t  0930. Does t h a t  t i m e  sound about  r i g h t ,  and 
t h e  t i m e  i n  between t h e r e ?  
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9- The f i r s t  group was a t  0845,  and t h e  second group was 
a t  0930. . . ,  

A. I would have guessed more l i k e  maybe 15 o r  20 min-
u tes  i n  between, bu t  time ge t s  p r e t t y  w e l l  confused. 

Q. Yes. These times a r e  not  necessa r i ly  co r r ec t ,  bu t  
they received t h e  r epo r t  a t  0938. Now t h i s  a l s o  ind ica tes  
t h a t  t he  command-control a i r c r a f t  evacuated these  individuals  
a t  0943, so  you've got a 0930 t r ipped  booby t r a p  and a 0 9 4 3  
evacuation which i s  about 1 3  minutes. Fas t e r  than t h a t ?  

A,  The second one was f a s t e r  than t h a t  I ' m  su re .  I t  
wasn' t  any time a t  a l l .  

Q - It's n o t  ind ica ted  who evacuated t h e  f i r s t  group. 
This i s  t h e  second group. Okay, we've got  t h a t  time down. 
A t  t h i s  time we've g ~ tthe  1st PlaYoon moving towards t h e  
br idge ,  and you've had tl!~o groups of c a s u a l t i e s ,  Now, go a-
head from t h e r e  i f  you can. 

A. ' ' W e l l ,  we moved almost w e s t  from here ,  and I th ink 
we spent  j u s t  about the r e s t  of t h e  morning i n  t h i s - - t h i s  i s  
l i k e  a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  wi th  maybe t h r e e  o r  four houses o r  
hootches s i g h t  i n  this area  here - That ' s  when t h e  mi l i t a ry  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  team a r r i ved ,  I be l i eve ,  when we got  t o  t h i s  
area here ,  and they s t a r t e d  quest ioning these  people here.  

Q. How lonq do vou th ink it was from t h e  time t h a t  
t he  chopper evacuated t h a t  l a s t  group of c a s u a l t i e s  u n t i l  
the  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  team a r r i ved  over here? 

A,  I ' m  not  r e a l l y  sure .  They might have got ten  o f f  
t h e  chopper when they came back t o  t h e  dus to f f ,  but  I c a n ' t  
be sure  of t h a t .  

Q. Which dustof f ?  

A. Not t h e  dus to f f ,  bu t  when t h e  Charlie-Charlie came 
i n  t h a t  might have happened. 

Q And you th ink t h i s  i s  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  
here t h a t  you stayed in?  
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A. I th ink .  You can s e e  on t h i s  map t h a t  they have 
t h i s  brown hash mark, t h a t ' s  t h e  hedgerow around t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e .  I would say t h e s e  f i r s t  hootches r i g h t  h e r e  i s  where 
we s p e n t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  morning, and i n  t h e  af te rnoon then  
we just-- the l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h a t .  

Q You're p o i n t i n g  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-168) t o  
a l o c a t i o n  about 150 meters nor th  of 521. 

COL WILSON: Now, l e t  me s e e  t h e  photographs whi le  we're a t  
t h i s  p o i n t ?  

(RCDR hands photographs t o  COL WILSON.) 

I n  going through t h e s e  photographs,  and I b r i n g  
t h i s  up probably a l i t t l e  e a r l y  because I want t o  s e e  i f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  l o c a t i o n s ,  a l s o  we're  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
people,  b u t  p r imar i ly  t h e  l o c a t i o n s .  We g o t  a l o t  of  t h e  
people a l ready.  I ' l l  g ive  t h e  number of t h e  photograph and 
you t e l l  me what you can about it. ~ x h i b i tP-18? 

A, I know t h i s  l a s t  man. H i s  l a s t  name i s  HUFFMAN, I 
th ink .  

Q - The U.S. s o l d i e r  i s  HUFFMAN. 

And t h i s  i s  our l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q P-18 i s  your l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A, I be l i eve .  
. -

Q What i s  t h i s  a r e a ,  could you t e l l  us? 

A .  Well, t h i s  i s  a graveyard h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  a r i c e  
paddy out  i n  here .  

Q- Can you recognize anything e l s e  about t h e  a rea?  

A. This  might be Uptight  back he re ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q The h i l l  i n  t h e  background? 

A. I f  t h i s  i s  where I think it i s ,  t h a t s s  Uptight.  
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Q. Right back t h e r e .  Now, could you l o c a t e  t h i s  
photograph on t h e  a e r i a l  photo tha t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I would say t h a t  it would be 
j u s t  about r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  P-168) b u t  
I v m  n o t  s u r e .  I f  I' could l o c a t e  t h a t  graveyard,  t h a t  would 
be j u s t  about where i t ' s  a t .  

Q Do you remember a pagoda o r  any'thing around t h e r e ?  

A. I n  t h i s  graveyard t h e r e  was l i k e  a concre te  w a l l  j u s t  
about a s  b i g  a s  t h i s  room; t h e r e  was l i k e  a concre te  w a l l  
and it w a s  hollow on t h e  i n s i d e  and it had some Buddhist--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Was i t  a s h r i n e ?  

A: It was no t  a s h r i n e .  I t  was probably j u s t  a grave
marker of somebody t h a t  was p r e t t y  prominent. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  t h a t  i s  what you ' re  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h i s  
could very w e l l  be what you mean. That would f u r t h e r  de f ine  
t h e  a rea .  This  i s  reasonably c l o s e ,  You poin ted  t o  j u s t  
about t h e  r i g h t  l o c a t i o n .  Now, was t h i s - s h r i n e  i n  t h e  cen-
t e r  of t h i s  graveyard? 

A .  It should be j u s t  behind t h e s e  gentlemen he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q J u s t  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  photograph? How about 
P-19? 

I d o n ' t  recognize anyone i n  it.A. 

A ,  These a r e  people from t h e  mortar p la toon.  This  i s  
Sergeant MARSHALL. 

Q - The man on t h e  r i g h t ,  extreme r i g h t ,  wi th  t h e  
helmet on is  Sergeant  MARSHALL. How about t h e  man wi th  t h e  
phone? Do you know who t h a t  i s ?  

A. I know him, b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q. The one bending over? 
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A. N o .  

Q, The two men s t and ing  s i d e  by s i d e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  photograph, one wi th  a helmet on,  and one wi th  t h e  
helmet o f f ?  

A, I d o n ' t  recognize them. 

Q Now, t h e  reason I want t o  show you t h i s  photo-
graph--do you recal l  t h i s  a rea?  

A. N o ,  I s u r e  don' t. 

Q. The umbrella? 

A .  N o .  

MR WALSH: Would t h a t  be  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you s p e n t  m o s t  of  
t h e  morning i n ?  

A. It could b e ,  bu t  I don' t recognize anyth ing  from 
it. 

COL WILSON: P-21? 

A .  Now t h i s  i s  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  I w a s  t e l l i n g  
you about t h a t  wasn ' t  u s u a l l y  wi th  JOHNSON. 

Q. P-21 i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  who was n o t  u s u a l l y  wi th  
JOHNSON, the man on t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  man thst you 
po in ted  t o  i s  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON. 

A .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  rank, he never  w o r e  rank ,  but 
h i s  name i s  JOHNSON. 

Q I d o n ' t  s1.1ppose you know where t h a t  i s ?  

A! N o .  

A,  T h a t ' s  t h e  same people.  

Q - Do you know t h e  o l d  man, -and have you e v e r  s e e n  
him be fo re?  

(CONGLETON) 30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-229 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A? I ' v e  probably seen  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know him. 

Q. Did you s e e  him o n - t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. N o ,  I wouldn't  know. 

Q r  P-23, t h e  man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. That 's Captain MICHLES . 
Q. The i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  was t h i s  t h e  same 
one? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - And t h e  man on t h e  extreme r i g h t ?  

A. It might be me, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Can you t e l l ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  t e l l .  I c a n ' t  thi,nk of h i s  name. 

Q MERCER? 

A. MERCER, t h a t ' s  him. 

Q- Eow do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. When you l i v e  wi th  those  guys l i k e  
t h a t  f o r  a whi le ,  you'd be a b l e  t o  recognize them. 

Q- D o  you recognize any of t h e s e  Vietnamese? 

A. No. 

Q. This  guy? 

A. No, I s u r e  don ' t .  

Q - P-28? Maybe you might s e e  something he re .  Does 
t h i s  t e r r a i n  look f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l ?  This  photograph was 
taken during t h a t  per iod.  

A T  I would t h i n k  t h a t  we were way over  t h i s  way f a r -
t h e r .  This  would be o u t  towards t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  o u t  here.  
I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  
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Q You t h i n k  you ' re  looking nor th  he re  o r  e a s t ?  

A .  . I ' d  say  nor th  and it could be wrong. 

Q- .What does t h i s  look l i k e  from t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A.  I t  looks l i k e  sand; a graveyard. 

Q Okay. This  does appear t o  be a graveyard,  r i g h t ?
Could t h i s  be t h e  same graveyard t h a t  was i n  t h e  o t h e r  photo-
graph? 

A.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  

Q This i s n ' t  t h e  one where you s a i d  t h e  s h r i n e  o r  
monument was? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

Q I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  i s  any o t h e r  f e a t u r e  t h e r e .  
There i s  a smoke p o t  here .  There ' s  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n ,  
b u t  we d o n ' t  know much more than  t h a t .  

A. I f  you could f i n d  where t h a t  road makes t h a t  
l i t t l e  fork t h e r e .  

Q But you d o n ' t  recognize t h a t ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q 0 Okay. Now we've got  t h e  photographs p l o t t e d  of 
HUFFMAN and a bunch of Vietnamese i n  a graveyard,  which i s  
P-18. A s  I r e c a l l ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you spen t  most of t h e  day 
i n  t h i s  small  group of hu t s  he re .  Was t h a t  t h e  2d and 3d 
Platoon and t h e  company CP t h a t  s tayed t h e r e ?  

A. Well, t h a t  was basical ly-- they were fanned ou t .  
The platoons were fanned o u t  searching  i n  t h a t  a rea .  We . 

r e a l l y  d idn '  t move very much t h a t  day. 

Q So, what happened t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day, anything
of s ign i f i cance?  
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A. Not t h a t  I remember. I n  t h e  evening, I remember 
Char l i e  Company joined up with us f o r  our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  
Tha t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember. I know t h a t  they had 
a l o t  of Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  wi th  them and policemen, and we 
d i d n ' t  have t h a t  wi th  u s ,  what they had with them. 

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  p l o t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  then .  

A. I t  should be j u s t  about t h e  same p o i n t  as t h a t  X, 
t h e  way I remember. 

Q. You mean t h e  X should be t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h a t  
photograph, i s  t h a t  what you mean? 

A. Right ,  j u s t  below t h a t  X would be t h e  cen te r .  

Q t  Now was p a r t  of t h e  per imeter  on t h e  w a t e r , , o n  
t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. No, it was, I would say ,  a t  l e a s t  100 yards from 
t h e  wa te r ,  I th ink .  I d o n ' t  th ink  it was on t h e  water .  I ' m  
almost s u r e  it wasn ' t .  

Q. Well, w e ' l l  draw it i n  as an approximate loca t ion .  
J u s t  approximate it a s  b e s t  you can. 

(LTC NOLL marks t h e  approximate laager l o c a t i o n  
a s  p o i n t  4 . )  

LTC NOLL: Did C Company occupy t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  west and 
Bravo Company t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Right ,  I would say 180 degrees f o r  each one. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember which s i d e ,  o r  what t h e  break- 
down was on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of per imeter  defense f o r  C Company 
and B Company, which p a r t  of t h e  per imeter  each company had? 

A. We had t h e  east,  s t a r t i n g  nor th  180 degrees t o  t h e  
south.  

Q- They had t h e  west? 

A. Yes, they  had t h e  west.  

Q. Now, do you r e c a l l  what t i m e  C Company l inked  up 
wi th  B Company? 
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A .  I would say  3 o ' c lock .  T h a t ' s  n o t  r e a l  c l o s e ,  
probably.  

Q. About L500? L e t  m e  cover a couple of l o g  e n t r i e s  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M-16) and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  
anyth ing  on t h e s e  t ransmiss ions  which, no doubt ,  came t o  you. 
Did Cap ta in .MICHLES normally t r a n s m i t  a l l  of h i s  messages, 
o r  d i d  you e v e r  t r a n s m i t  them? 

A. I t  depended on t h e  importance of it. 

Q 5 Okay. A t  0955  from t h e  1st Pla toon ,  "Engaged 
unknown number of VC wi th  1 2  VC K I A . "  Do you remember t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  numbers, b u t  I remember t h a t  
they d i d  have c o n t a c t .  They made a few k i l l s ;  I d o n ' t  r emem-
b e r  how many. 

Q Do you remember a r e q u e s t  coming back f o r  any 
type  of suppor t ,  such a s  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships ,  o r  mor ta rs?  

A. I t h i n k  they  reques ted  gunships.  I know t h e  
second day they d i d .  

Q. No, t h e  first day? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h e  f i r s t  day,  

Q -. D o  you remember i f  they reques ted  mortar  f i r e ,  ,or 
would you be on t h a t  n e t ?  You would b e ,  wouldn 't you? 

A. I would have been c l o s e .  We had t h e  speakers  on 
t h e  r a d i o s ,  and I would have been a b l e  t o  hea r  t h e  r eques t .  

Q Do you remember hearing a r e q u e s t  f u r  mortar  
f i r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  when we went on t h i s  ope ra t ion  we 'had  
it a l r eady  se t  t h a t  t h e  weapons p la toon  was going to  f i r e  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  b r idge  be fo re  t h e  1st Platoon went 
a c r o s s ,  you know. They were going to--
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A. Yes, j u s t  kind of h i t  t h a t  a r e a  over  t h e r e  f o r  
them, b u t  they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  rounds c l o s e  enough. They 
weren ' t  noted f o r  be ing  very accura te .  

Q The mortar p'atoon? 

A. The mortar p la toon.  

Q. Were any of t h e s e  rounds duds? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Were they  j u s t  n o t  on t h e  r i g h t  t a r g e t s ?  

A.. I ' m  r e a l l y  no t  s u r e .  I know it d i d n ' t w o r k  o u t ,  
whatever it was. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  m a t t e r  wi th  t h e  mortar  platoon? 

A. W e l l ,  over  t h e r e ,  they  j u s t  d o n ' t  g e t  t h a t  much 
experience t o  f i r e  c l o s e  suppor t ,  I don.'t  ail*. It wasn 't 
anything wrong wi th  them. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, t h i s  was a 0955 a c t i o n  where t h e s e  
1 2  VC w e r e  r epor ted  K I A ,  and it got  t o  t h e  11th  Brigade about 
1002. T h a t ' s  what time is  i n  t h e r e . .  And it a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was web gear ,  and t h a t  they  ware lookiag  f o r  weapons. 

MR WALSH: Who was opera t ing  t h e  company n e t  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  switched o f f .  I t  wasn 't always t h e  s a m e  
person every day. I t  could have been Steve MILLER. He 
usua l ly  opera ted  on the company n e t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  
o t h e r  boy ' s  name. 

Q. You d o n ' t  have a c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of who it w a s  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

COL WILSON: The next  communication would have concerned--
i t ' s  1025, and it would have concerned t h e  1st Platoon 
aga in ,  involved i n  another  engagement, unknown number of VC, 
18  VC KIA.  Some had web equipment; a s s o r t e d  uniforms; a s s o r t -
ed  rounds of ammo. Do you reme.nber r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t o  Task 
Force Barker? 
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A.  I probably d i d .  I remember r e p o r t i n g  most of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  day, bu t  s p e c i f i c  th ings  I don 't remember. 
I do know t h a t  I was.... 

Q.- This  type  of t ransmiss ion  would be handled by you 
and n o t  Captain MICHLES. This  i s  s o r t  of a r o u t i n e  th ing?  

A. Right. 

Q Then you would have c a l l e d  t h a t  i n ?  

A. Right. 

Q There was nothing t h a t  you thought unusual about 
e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  two r e p o r t s  t h a t  you, no doubt ,  c a l l e d  
i n t o  Task Force Barker? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know what you would c a l l  unusual. I mean 
it was just--

Q'- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r -
mine i f  t h e r e  was anything you remembered about i t ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Were you t a l k i n g  t o  Dot t i e  t h a t  day, o r  were you
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  command-control s h i p ,  o r  were you t a l k i n g  
through a r e l a y ?  

A.  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I know one time when we went t o  
t h e  same a rea  they had t o  s e t  up a r e l a y  on t h e  Vietnamese 
p o s t  o u t  t h e r e  on Highway 1, because it was a s t r a i g h t  s h o t  
t o  them, and it was r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t .  It was q u i t e  a few 
h i l l s  i n  between P i n k v i l l e  and D o t t i e .  But I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  
though. 

MR WALSH: P r e t t y  c l ean  s h o t  between P i n k v i l l e  and Uptight? 

A. We had no t r o u b l e  t a l k i n g  t o  Uptight.  

Q Could t h a t  r e l a y  have been a t  Uptight  r a t h e r  than  
over on t h e  highway? 

A. I t  could have been t h a t  day. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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COL WILSON: Do you remember who you were t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. Well, Major CALHOUN would have been on t h e  r ad io .  
I d o n ' t  know any of t h e  TOC R T O ' s  names. 

Q c  
 Do you remember r e p o r t i n g  U,S. c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
morning: Lieutenant  COCHRAN? 

I c a n s t  remember anything s p e c i f i c  about it. 

B- Do you remember g iv ing  your u n i t  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
morning? 

A. W e l l ,  we gave h ~ u r l y  l o c a t i o n s .  This was r o u t i n e .  

Q- You s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  
, t ha t  you r e c a l l ' h a p p e n i n g  a f t e r ,  except  f o r  C Company l ink-  
i n g  up t h a t  af ternoon.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That 's  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember. They 
had some p r i s o n e r s  wi th  them. I be l i eve  that's t h e  group i n  
t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  they brought with them. 

Q. W e  want t o  g e t  down t o  t h a t  now, You s a i d  t h a t  
C Company l i n k e d  up about 1500? A l l  r i g h t .  Now, h e r e ' s  ano-
t h e r  i tem, another  r e p o r t  from t h e  1st Platoon.  This i s  t h e  
t h i r d  one: "At 1420 hours ,  engaged enkcnwn nunber of VC i n  
t u n n e l s ,  8 VC KIA. Found some web equipment, Chicom grenades,  
and ammo." That was repor ted  a s  having happened a t  1 4 2 0  and 
received a t  t h e  11th  Brigade a t  1420, s o  something i s  wrong 
t h e r e ,  b u t  do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  This  i s  g e t t i n g  about t h e  
time C Company would have l inked  up according t o  what you 
remember? 

A. Well, t h e  only t h i n g  I could--there 's a l o t  of 
tunne l s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  This i s  p r e t t y  common down t h e r e ,  ge t -
t i n g  people o u t  of  tunnels .  

Q. On a time b a s i s ,  be fo re  C Company l inked  up, 
t h a t ' s  about a l l  we have he re .  A l l  r i g h t  now, C Company 
l inked  up wi th  Bravo. What unusual people o r  equipment 
d i d  they have wi th  them when they came i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, they  had s e v e r a l  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  per-  
sonnel  and they  had Vietnamese National  Po l i ce  with them. 
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9. Who w e r e  t h e  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel?  

A. They had a l l  k inds .  They had p r iva tes - - I  c a n ' t  
remember any high ranking. I t h i n k  a l i e u t e n a n t  was t h e  
h i g h e s t  ranking one they  had, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  names. 

Q= Did t h i s  seem t o  be a u n i t ?  

A .  They weren ' t  very w e l l  organized. They were s o r t  
o f  tagging along wi th  them. I t  j u s t  seemed l ike- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Could you g ive  me an approximate
number? 

A. I would say between 15 and 20 .  

Q- These were a l l  i n  uniform? 

A. Y e s ,  they  were i n  uniform. Thei r  uniforms a r e n ' t  
too--they were a l l  d i f f e r e n t  types  of uniforms, d i f f e r e n t  
types  of green f a t i g u e s .  You know, none of them had on--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did they  a l l  wear helmets? 

A. I b e l i e v e  most of  them had on helmets.  

Q - Did they  a l l  have weapons? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know some of them d id .  

Q What type 'o f  weapons? 

A. M - 1 ,  c a rb ines  and M - 1  Garand. 

Q *  You t h i n k  t h i s  was a Regional Force/Popular
Force o r  ARVN? 

A. I t h i n k  they  w e r e  ARVN's .  This was be fo re  t h e  ARVN 
had t h e  M-16. 

Q - How many National  Po l i ce  were wi th  C Company? 

A. There w e r e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o r  four  o f  them. 

Q- Would you recognize any of  t h e s e  Nat ional  Pol ice?  
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I might. 

Q- Did you see them be fo re  o r  a f t e r .  

A. I % e  probably seen  them on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  
I would imsgine,  

MR WALSH: What were they  d res sed  l i k e  on t h i s  day? 

A. They u s u a l l y  j u s t  wear s o r t  of  a gray uniform. 
Some of them d i d n ' t  have a uniform on,  and some of 
them wore something l i k e  a cowboy h a t  o r  something, you 
knox, a Texas h a t .  I 'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Did any of  them have whi te  s h i r t s  on? 

A. They might. Some of them wore whi te  s h i r t s  
sometimes. 

Q- Did you see t h e  Nat iona l  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  niqht.? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  They u s u a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  people ,  
n o t  s e c r e t l y ,  b u t  o u t  of t h e  way of everybody e l s e .  

Q =  Did you go wi th  Captain MICHLES o v e r  t o  t a l k  t o  
Captain blXDIXA nea r  vhere  thc Nat icna l  Po l i ca  w e r e  i n t e r r o -
g a t i n g  somebody? 

A.  I t h i n k  I d i d  t h a t  n i g h t .  I know I went ove r  t o  
t a l k  t o  C h a r l i e  Company about our  s u p p l i e s ,  because t h a t  was 
my job. I had t o  g e t  w i th  them t o  s e e  where w e  were going 
t o  e a t  our  chow and eve ry th ing ,  because w e  had a conso l ida ted  
feeding  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q - Did you see t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  execute  any of 
t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, b u t  I heard  t h a t  they d i d .  

Q How many of  them? 

A. I ' m  n o t  sure.. 

Q. How many d e t a i n e e s  were t h e y  ques t ion ing?  
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A. I ' m  no t  s u r e .  The ones i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  Exhib i t  P-18) a r e  t h e  only ones t h a t  I can remember t h a t  
we had i n  our a r e a ,  and those  were some of them t h a t  they  
ques t ioned,  I be l i eve .  

COL WILSON: A r e  you t a l k i n g  about t h e  ones t h a t  HUFFMAN w a s  
guarding? 

A. Right,  r i g h t .  

Q Were those  t h e  de ta inees?  

A. Those was t h e  detainees--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  That C Company brought  i n ?  

A. Right. 

Q T h a t ' s  i n  photo P-18. These appear t o  be a l l  
males,  one o r  two n o t  t o o  young. There a r e  t h r e e ,  s i x ,  
seven, e i g h t  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  photograph. Now t h e s e  came 
i n  wi th  C Company? 

A. Right. 

Q Why d i d n ' t  C Company maintain c o n t r o l  of them? 
Why was HUFFMAN guarding them? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  su re  of t h a t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e s e  people t h e  nex t  day,  o r  do you
know what happened t o  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what happened t o  them. 

Q Do you e v e r  remember see ing  them again a f t e r  C 
Company came i n ,  a f t e r  they  were turned  over  t o  t h e  Nat ional  
Pol ice?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  they  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  
wi th  us t h e r e  o r  n o t .  I c a n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  they  d i d .-
I th ink  t h a t  some of them s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  with us .  

Q - Were any of  them evacuated? 
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I ' m  no t  su re .  

..Q. I s t i l l  c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  why they  were turned  
over  t o  B Company. 

A.  I t  might be one reason t h a t  we were c o n t r o l l i n g  
t h e  choppers coming i n  f o r  t h e  resupply.  I f  they  were going 
t o  send them o u t ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  they  did--if  they were 
going t o  send them o u t ,  we would have handled them t h e r e .  

Q C Company had no communications whatsoever with 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  resupply? I t  was coming through you? 

A .  They couf d 've  , b u t  we were handl ing it. 

Q Why?. 

A .  Our l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was o u t  i n  t h e  open more, and 
they  were i n  a t r e e  l i n e .  

Q This  was merely because you had b e t t e r  communica-
t i o n .  

A.  Right.  

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  reason? 

A. It was e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  chopper t o  land  i n  our  a r e a .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a f te rnoon when t h e  M I  person-
n e l  came i n  wi th  M r .  JOHNSON and how? 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  I know they were t h e r e  i n  t h e  
morning, you know, say a f t e r  9 o ' c lock .  

Q And what about t h i s  photographer? Did he come i n  w i i  
t h i s  M I  bunch o r  was it t h e  second day? 

A. That was t h e  second day. I 
Q * Afte r  C Company joined you, was t h e r e  anything 
unusual t h a t  occurred a f t e r  t h a t  time? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything. 
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Q Did t h e s e  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel  and t h e  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, they d i d .  Because t h e  next  day, two o r  t h r e e  
of them were assigned t o  our  company. 

Q Two o r  t h r e e  who, t h e  National Po l i ce  o r  t h e  m i l i -
ta ry  . 
A. The m i l i t a r y .  

Q Okay, But were they with you t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  
af ternoon? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  n i g h t  they were i n s i d e  our  l a a g e r  posi-
t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they had p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  per imeter ,  
though. 

Q Did you hear  any f i r i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  
per imeter?  

A. No. W e  f i r e d  H & I  with our  mortars .  W e  f i r e d  them 
j u s t  about a t  t h a t  a rch  o r  ga te  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  W e  f i r e d  
a11 along t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q During t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  521 t r a i l  o r  t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  came i n  t h a t  you descr ibed  as a hedgerow? 

A. W e l l ,  we f i r e d  r i g h t  where they both come t o g e t h e r ,  
where 521 and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  meet t h e r e .  

Q And t h i s  was f i r e d  a l l  n igh t?  

A. Right. 

Q- Were t h e r e  any f l a r e s  f i r e d  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did both  companies d i g  i n ? ,  
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A. Right ,  

Q Do you remember where t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  were 
or where t h e  Vietnamese were i n  t h e  per imeter?  

A. I : m  no t  su re .  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  

Q. But you heard no f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter?  

A. No. 

& D i d  you hear  any f i r i n g  going o u t ,  small  arms? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember r ece iv ing  a r eques t  from CALHOUN 
o r  BARKER during t h e  af ternoon t o  r e p o r t  how many of t h e  
body count which had been repor ted  were women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Well, according t o  t h e  l o g ,  somebody t r a n s m i t t e d  
from B Company a response t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  answer was none, and somebody t r a n s m i t t e d  from C Company 
t h a t  some number were women and c h i l d r e n .  Is it p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  because you d i d n ' t  do t h e  t r a n s -
mi t t ing?  Would t h e r e  be anybody e l s e  who would have been 
t r a n s m i t t i n g  t o  C..?&HOUN o r  t o  3AKKZR? 

A.  I t ts a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  somebody e l s e  could have 
t a l k e d  t o  him. I probably j u s t  wouldn ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  you know. 

COL WILSON: What about t h e  morning of t h e  17th? What was 
t h e  f i r s t  event  t h a t  occurred which you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  we a t e  b r e a k f a s t  and everyth ing ,  we 
s t a r t e d  moving ou t  d ~ w ntowards 5 2 1  and t h a t  g a t e  a t  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Your r o u t e  towards t h e  sea  was back over t h i s  
same t r a i l ,  o r  near  t h e  same t r a i l  t h a t  you came i n  on? 

A. Approximately. 

Q And then  when you h i t  t h a t  g a t e ,  d id  you s t a y  on 
t h a t  road ,  521? 
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A .  Right .  J u s t  a f t e r  w e  go t  on t h a t  road ,  t h e  1st 
Platoon had c o n t a c t  aga in ,  and I ' m  s u r e  they  c a l l e d  f o r  gun-
s h i p s  then .  W e  g o t  them o u t  t h e r e  p r e t t y  soon. 

Q. How c l o s e  were you t o  t h e  b r idge  when t h i s  f i r s t  
c o n t a c t  was made t h a t  day? Which was t h e  f i r s t  p la toon?  

A.  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember which p la toon  was l e a d i n g ,  
b u t  one of t h e  p l a toons  was r i g h t  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  when they  
g o t  con tac t .  When t h e  con tac t  was made, I was somewhere i n  
t h e  middle of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e r e  along t h a t  road i n t o  Pink-
v i l l e .  

Q Could you see what was going on a t  t h e  b r idge?  

A.  No. I c o u l d n t t . s e e  it w e l l .  I could  see t h e  
gunships f i r i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of trees and s t u f f  and 
I c o u l d n ' t  see where they  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t  o r  anything.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  communications t h a t  
morning i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e p o r t s  be ing  s e n t  back t o  Task 
Force Barker;  communications t o  Colonel BARKER o r  anything? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember any. 

Q But you moved down t h e  road and t h e r e  w a s  c o n t a c t  
and you could h e a r  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Right .  

Q Did t h e r e  appear t o  be a l a r g e  volume of  f i re  up 
t h e r e ?  

A. There was q u i t e  a b i t  when our  1s t  Platoon opened 
up. They had a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  r e a l l y  f i r i n g  heavy. 

Q How long  had they h.ad this r e p u t a t i o n ?  

A. Ever s i n c e  w e  had been i n  Vietnam, I guess .  

Q More s o  than t h e  2d and 3d Pla toons?  

A. Right .  

9 And how long  d i d  t h i s  f i r i n g  l a s t ?  

APP T-229 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I ' d  say  o f f  and on. I t  
took  a w h i l e  f o r  t h e  gunships t o  g e t  t h e r e .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  s n a l l  arms f i r e ,  p r i m a r i l y .  

A. I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  have any i d e a ,  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l ,  on t h e  f i r s t  day,  i f  any o f  t h e  
hootches  t h a t  you passed were burned? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember i f  w e  burned any. Actu-
ally, w e  w e r e n ' t  around t h a t  many hootches .  When we didn ' t  
gs i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  we w e r e  on ly  i n  j u s t  one smal l  complex. 

Q - You s p e n t  t h e  day i n  t h i s  smal l  group and t h a t  
p l a c e ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  burn ing  i t ?  

A .  NO,  s ir .  

Q I have a q u e s t i o n  aga in  on t h e  f i r s t  day. The 2d 
P la toon  was p lanning  t o  go i n t c  P i n k v i l l e .  What w a s  t h e  3d 
P la toon  going t o  do? Were they  go ing  t o  s t a y  o u t s i d e ?  

A. Right .  I t h i n k  they  were going t o  sweep down a-
long  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  t o  j u s t  about  where w e  a c t u a l l y  went ,  
t h e  whole company went. 

COL WILSON: Now, t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  t h a t  morning was a t  8 :10 
t h a t  a booby t r a p .was t r i p p e d  wi th  one U. S . wounded. This  
was TAYLOR. You were back h e r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  Right .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  ' The n e x t  one i s  a t  0830, "Received 
s n i p e r  f i r e  and nega t ive  c a s u a l t i e s . "  Now t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade r e p o r t ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts  w i l l  check it out 
It  d o e s n t t  s ay  t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts  d i d  check it o u t .  You 
know how t h e  aero-scouts  work wi th  t h e  bubble  and t h e  two 
guns? Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  t y p e  of e lement  come over  
t h a t  morning when your gunships came i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many gunships t h e r e  were? 
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A. I t  was probably two, bu t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  bubble? 

A. N o .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A, No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. How many runs d i d  t h e  gunships make? 

A. I ' d  j u s t  have t o  guess .  I would say  t h r e e  o r  . ' 

four  runs.  

Q Do you know what type  of munition they w e r e  us ing? 

A. They f i r e d  both t h e i r  miniguns and r o c k e t s .  

Q Now, t h i s  would have been somewhere around 0830 
o r  0900 t h e  way t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s .  Did t h e  column 
s t o p  whi le  t h i s  a c t i o n  was going on, o r  d i d  you keep moving? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  s topped because they  d i d n ' t  want to 
t r y  t o  go ac ross  t h a t  b r idge  u n t i l  they got  t h i s  checked 
o u t  p r e t t y  good. 

Q* At any t i m e ,  d id  you observe any of t h i s  a c t i o n ?  

A. A l l  I could see was the gunships f i r i n g ,  but I 
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  what they w e r e  a c t u a l l y  h i t t i n g .  

&. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of f l i g h t  of t h e  gun-
s h i p s ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was n o r t h  t o  south when t h e y  made 
t h e i r  run down somewhere i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q *  You could t e l l  about where t h e  t a r g e t  w a s ,  then? 

A. Y e s .  

9 . You poin ted  to an area south of the br idge?  

A. Right. 
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Q . How long was it from t h e  time t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  u n t i l  it stopped,  do you r e c a l l ?  When had t h e  gunships 
completed t h e i r  f i r i n g  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  have any idea .  

&. Can you recognize enemy f i r i n g  from t h i s  d i s t ance?  

A.  I could t e l l  i f  it was coming a t  me, b u t  I wouldn ' t  
be a b l e  t o  t e l l  +he d i f f e r e n c e  between an M-16 and a ca rb ine  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

8 .  Mow, t h e  1st Platoon moved over  t h e  br idge when 
t h e  company s t a r t e d  c l o s i n g o  A s  you crossed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  do 
you remember when TAYLOR was evacuated? Did you s e e  him 
evacuated? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  him evacuated. 

Q D i d  you s e e  him a f t e r  he  w a s  wounded? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  know where he was l o c a t e d  when he  was 
wounded? 

A. I know where it happened. 

Q Where? Which s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. It was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge .  

Q E a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge .  Was it near  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  approach t o  t h e  b r idge .  H e  
, was probing f o r  mines. He found t h e  mine t h a t  he stepped 

on. H e  had moved on p a s t  i t ,  and then  he f e l l  o f f  t h i s  d i k e  
t h a t  l eads  up t o  t h e  br idge .  He s tepped on t h e  one t h a t  
he had a l r eady  found. 

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did he f i n d  t h i s  with a  minesweeper? 
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A .  He used h i s  r i f l e  with a bayonet. He is  a r e a l  
good p o i n t  man. 

Q. He probed it. Was t h i s  a mine o r  booby t r a p ?  

A. It  w a s  a mine. 

Q Personnel mine? 

A. Right.  Those o t h e r s  t h a t  f i r s t  day were mines. 
I d o n ' t  know how they  were r epor ted  as .  

Q They were repor ted  a s  booby t r a p s ,  b u t  they  were 
mines? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  they  were, because we found a 
c a n i s t e r  from one of them: a can i n  t h e  ground. 

Q. So TAYLOR was wounded r i g h t  on t h e  br idge .  Now, 
do you have any idea  as t o  whether t h a t  mine t h a t  wounded 
TAYLOR was p laced  t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We t h i n k  they were, because w e  
found s e v e r a l  mines t o  t h e  approach t o  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  and w e  
ended up blowing them up. 

Q - What makes you th ink  they were p u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A.  Well, f o r  one, t h i n g ,  t h a t  br idge  w a s  used by t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they 
would--and another  t h i n g  we found.-thems o  e a s y ,  t h e s e  o t h e r  
mines, i t ' s  p r e t t y  hard--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Plus  they were t h e r a  t h e  day before  
and they had t o  walk over  t h a t  br idge .  

A. They had been across  t h e  br idge  t h e  day before .  

Q Were t h e s e  mines i n  the  roadbed o r  on t h e  s i d e ?  

A. I remember we marked them and everybody went on 
p a s t ,  Then they  came back and blew them LIP. I t h i n k  they  
were on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  approach t o  t h e  b r idge ,  on t h e  s i d e ,  
n o t  r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  path.  
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Q 0 But it was t h e  opinion of t h e  unit--of t h e  people 
t h a t  you know-.-that they were p u t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  O r  was i t ?  

A. I be l i eve  it was t h e  cpin ion  t h a t  they  had been 
p laced  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  because they were s o  easy t o  f i n d .  

i2 TAYLOR was evacuated,  and you d i d n ' t  s e e  him eva-
cuated.  He was evacuated before  you go t  t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right . 
MR WALSH: When you got  across  t h e  br idge  with t h e  command 
group, was one of t h e  platoons behind you o r  were both of them 
behind you? 

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  were two platoons behind us  and 
one i n  f r o n t  of us a s  we crossed t h e  b r idge .  

CZ Well, one of them w a s  a l ready across  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
weren ' t they? 

A. Well, s e e ,  counting the weapons p la toon:  t h e  l s t ,  
2d ,  3d, and then  t h e  weapons p la toon.  

Q And when you got  across  t h e  b r idge ,  would they 
have a company formation over  t h e r e ?  D i d  t h e  whole company 
assemble? 

A. No. I th ink  everybody s t a r t e d  moving south down 
along t h a t  s p i t  of land .  W e  rece ived  a new platoon leader--
t h a t ' s  when t h a t  photographer came i n  and we received a  new 
pla toon l e a d e r ,  LEWIS, who joined our  company. 

Q '&.ere d id  t h e  chopper s e t  down? 

Oh, about 50- yards from t h e  b r idge .  

Q a O n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge .  

COL WILSON: Could you give us--you can s t a r t  using t h i s  
o t h e r  photograph. We would l i k e  t o  g e t  a p r e t t y  good idea  
where t h a t  chopper s e t  down, i f  p o s s i b l e .  Here ' s  t h e  b r idge  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4) . We'l l  j u s t  o r i e n t  on t h e  map, 
here .  We w i l l  make t h a t  number 5 .  
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(LTC NOLL marks a e r i a l  photo,  l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-193.) 

Now, l e t ' s  f i n d  o u t  more about t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
i f  w e  can. Was t h e r e  any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  chopper? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember any, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I remember 
they  brought  it i n  p r e t t y  c a r e f u l  because of j u s t  t r i p p i n g  
t h e  mine over  t h e r e .  They were t r y i n g  t o  be r e a l  c a r e f u l  
where they landed. 

LTC NOLL: The chopper d i d  have a company o f f i c e r  on i t ?  

A. Oh, L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, b u t  t h i s  was h i s  f i r s t  t i m e  
t h a t  he  had e v e r  been w i t h  o u r  company. They j u s t  b rought  him 
o u t  as  a replacement f o r  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN. 

COL WILSON: Was t h e r e  anybody else who g o t  o f f  b e s i d e s  t h e  
photographer? You s a i d  t h e  photographer  came i n  t h i s  chopper. 

A* Right.  I c a n ' t  remember anyone else g e t t i n g  o f f .  

Q- Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  aboard t h a t  you could  re-
cognize? Was it t h e  C&C s h i p ?  

A. I t  j u s t  runs  i n  my mind t h a t  it w a s n ' t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know why. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q- Did anybody g e t  on i t  and leave?  

A. No. 

Q Was t h e r e  any equipment aboard? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q* You s a y  t h a t  chopper--do you r e c a l l  a h i l l  t o  t h e  
e a s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  s o r t  o f  a r i s e ?  

A. A s  you come ac ross  t h i s  b r idge ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  f a i r l y  
low. Then b e f o r e  you g e t  o u t  t o  t h e  ocean aga in ,  i t  rises 
back up almost  l i k e  a n a t u r a l  d ike .  

LTC NOLL : Were all t h e  b u i l d i n g s  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  r a i s e d  
a rea?  
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A, No. A l l  t h e  bu i ld ings  a r e  down i n  t h i s  low--
w e l l  on t h a t  s p i t  of land t h e r e  a r e n ' t  very many b u i l d i n g s ,  
because it has almost been completely destroyed with bombs 
and a r t i l l e r y .  

GOL WILSON: Could t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  have seen  anything? 
There was no vegeta t ion  up t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  suppose? 

A.  I t  w a s  p r e t t y  t h i n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e .  

R e  A chopper coming i n t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  would have 
good v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  anything t h a t  happened t o  be on t h e  
ground f o r  about 300 meters i n  the  proximity of where he 
landed? 

A.  Well, not  on t h e  ground he wouldn t have t h a t .  

Q . I mean as  he came i n ?  

A *  Riqht ,  r i g h t ,  a s  he came i n .  

Q. When t h i s  engagement was going r i g l i t  before  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came in--when t h e  gunships came i n  -- d i d  you 
f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was anything abnormal about t h i s  con tac t  up 
t h e r e  from where you were? Did you g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
anything was i r r e g u l a r  about i t ?  

A.  No. 

MR WALSH: Afte r .  you got across  t h e  br idge  t h e r e ,  I under-
s t and  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  goes s t r a i g h t  f o r  a whi le  and then  
goes t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  t o  t h e  south?  

A. Also, it goes t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q . O r  goes t o  t h e  l e f t  and goes nor th .  I wonder 
i f  you can desc r ibe  f o r  us what t h e  t e r r a i n  looks l i k e  when 
you g e t  across  t h e  br idge and up t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you 
t u r n  and go south and t u r n  t o  go nor th  and where t h e  hootches 
were t h a t  were i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Well, it has some r e a l  l a r g e  palm t r e e s .  I t ' s  
r e a l  sandy and has  some l i k e  scrub  bushes,  low, about 3 
or  4 f e e t  h igh ,  s c a t t e r e d .  

Q And where a r e  t h e  hootches l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a rea  
near  t h e  br idge?  
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A.  The only ones s tanding  a r e  maybe 200 o r  300 
meters south of t h e  b r idge ,  I would th ink .  

Q In  o t h e r  words, a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  were no 
hootches t h a t  were j u s t  over  t h e  br idge?  They were a l l  
maybe 200 o r  300 meters south of t h e  br idge?  

A. Right.  

Q Can you s e e  t h e  ocean when you ' re  s t and ing  on 
t h e  e a s t  approach t o  t h e  br idge?  

A.  No. 

Q I understand t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r i s e  of ground.
About how high i s  t h a t  rise i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h a t  s p i t  t h a t  
goes down? 

A.  I ' d  say 10 t o  15 f e e t .  

Q And where does t h e  ground s t a r t  t o  r i s e ?  About 
how f a r  from t h e  end of t h e  br idge?  

A .  Well, i t ' s  a gradual  r i s e  a c t u a l l y .  A s  soon a s  you 
g e t  o f f  t h e  b r idge ,  it would probably s t a r t  t o  rise. 

Q Is t h i s  a s t r a i g h t ,  gradual  s lope  up a l l  t h e  way 
t o  t h e  top?  

A. No. I t  i n c r e a s e s  more towards t h e  t o p  than  j u s t  
o f f  t h e  br idge .  

Q Afte r  you go up t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  t r a i l  t u r n s  
south  and n o r t h ,  does it go up more s t e e p l y  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  up 
t o  t h e  t o p  o r  a r e  you a l ready a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  rise of 
ground when you g e t  t o  the p o i n t  i n  t h e  t r a i l  where it 
goes nor th  and south?  

A. No. The p o i n t  where t h e  t r a i l  t u r n s  is  s t i l l  on the 
r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  ground, and then  maybe 20 meters more it 
s t a r t s  t o  rise p r e t t y  f a s t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what o rde r s  w e r e  given t o  t h e  
platoon a f t e r  you got  ac ross  t h e  br idge?  

Nothing s p e c i f i c .  W e  were j u s t  going t o  move on 
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south and t o  be r e a l  c a r e f u l  of mines and booby t r a p s .  

Q e  what p la toon was going t o  be i n  f r o n t  o r  were 
t h e r e  going t o  be platoons a b r e a s t  or 'how were they  t o  move? 

A. The only one I can remember i s  t h e  2d Platoon was 
going t o  go mostly down t h e  beach. The o t h e r  platoons 
were going t o  be on t h e  f l a t  p a r t  of t h e  ground c l o s e r  t o  
t h e  body of water .  

Q Would t h e  two p la toons  be separa ted  by t h i s  r i s e  
of ground t h a t  we t a l k e d  about t h a t  goes down somewhere 
around t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  peninsula? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q. Were any of t h e  p la toons  t o l d  t o  form s e c u r i t y  a-
round the br idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  We didn ' t  s t a y  by t h e  br idge  
very long. 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  i f  they took t h e  mortar with them, o r  
d i d  they leave  t h a t  by t h e  br idge? 

A. I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  su re .  

Q - Which of t h e  p la toons  d id  t h e  CP group move 
wi th  when you moved south? 

A. . Well, we were probably i n  between t h e  3d and 1st 
Pla toons ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know which one was l ead ing  because 
t h e  2d Platoon was out  on t h e  beach. 

Q - Now, when you made t h e  t u r n  i n  t h e  road t o  move 
sou th ,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies? 

A.  No. 

Q Did you s e e  any hootches t h a t  looked l i k e  they
had been burned the day before? 

A .  No. Most of them looked l ike-- they looked 
l i k e  t h e r e  h a d n ' t  been anybody l i v i n g  i n  them f o r  a p r e t t y  
g o ~ dtime i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q - What were t h e  p la toons  supposed t o  do as 
they moved south? 

A. Well, j u s t  genera l  sea rch ,  search t h e  a r e a .  

Q - How about burn t h e  hootches? 

A. Well, I imagine i f  t h e r e  were any hootches i n  
t h a t  a rea ,  we could have burned them i f  we wanted t o ,  de-
s t r o y  anything i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q - DO you r e c a l l  i f  t h a t ' s  i n  f a c t  what they  d id?  

A. Yeah, we d i d  burn some hootches f u r t h e r  south ,  
down when we came t o  them down t h e  peninsula  t h e r e .  There 
were some down t h e r e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a l o t  of f i r i n g  t h a t  day as you moved 
down? 

A. We d i d n ' t  have any more con tac t  t h a t  day--well, 
yes  we d i d ,  w e  had--the 2d Platoon s p o t t e d  a Vietnamese 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from them and they f i r e d  a t  him. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  they k i l l e d  him, though. 

Q *  Would you t e l l  us everyth ing  t h a t -  you can r e c a l l  
about moving down behind e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  3d Platoon t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

A. I know we moved a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  p o i n t  of land 
down t h e r e  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  r i v e r .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  name 
of t h e  r i v e r .  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  t h e  Tra Khuc River. 

A. T r a  Khuc. 

(LTC NOLL marks approximate route  followed by 
t h e  two p la toons  moving south  wi th  t h e  number 6 . )  

MR WALSH: Did you s e e  any people a s  you moved south? 

A ,  The Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel  w e  had with us 
l a t c h e d  on t o  t h i s  woman and they  made h e r  cook our  lunch and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  us .  But those  were t h e  only c i v i l i a n s  
I can remember see ing  t h e r e .  

Q - Did you s e e  any bodies? 

A .  No. 
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Q . DiZ you ask anybody where t h e  38  VC t h a t  1st 
Platoon k i l l e d  t h a t  day be fo re  were? 

A. No. I wondered where they were,  b u t  I d i d n qt 
s e e  them. I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  worr ied about it. 

Q Wasn't anybody k idding  t h e  1 s t  P la toon  a l i t t l e  
b i t  about  where w e r e  a l l  t h e s e  VC t h a t  t h e y ' d  s c r a t c h e d  the 
day be fo re?  

A. No* I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember anything l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember h e a r i n g  any dynamite explos ions?  

A .  I d o n P t  know i f  t hey  w e r e  dynamite, b u t  u sua l ly  
you used grenades and some TNT charges  f o r  bunkers and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q = Do you remember f i n d i n g  h a l f  a dozen booby t r a p s  and 
mines and des t roy ing  them a s  you moved down t h e  peninsula?  

A. The second day? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. They would have probably been t h e  ones on t h e  
b r i d g e ,  on both approaches t o  t h e  b r idge .  

Q. Did t h e  CP group move a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  
r i v e r ?  

A. Right .  They moved a l l  t h e  way down. 

Q D i d  t h e  CP grqup ever go c v e r  on t h e  beach where 
t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  was working any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  day? 

A .  W e l l ,  when you g e t  down t o  t h e  po in t  of  t h i s ,  it 
a l l  t u r n s  t o  beach r i g h t  down on t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  r i v e r  
i s .  I t  was a11  beach t h e r e .  

Q- Did you see t h e  2d Platoon then  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A, Righ t ,  w e  were a l l  t o g e t h e r  then .  
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Q. When you came back up, d i d  t h e  2d P la toon  s t a y  o u t  
on t h e  beach o r  d i d  they  move back up? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Do you t h i n k  you could pick o u t  where your
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  second day on t h e  
photograph? 

A. I would say  it should be j u s t  about r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  
b u t  it would be an e s t i m a t e .  This  was a l l  graveyard o u t  i n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-16 8 .) 

(LTC NOLL marks t h e  approximate l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
a s  p o i n t  7 .) 

COL WILSON: W a s  t h e r e  much s e p a r a t i o n  between t h e  p la toons .  

A. No. You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t  o f . . .  

Q - I guess  you j u s t  moved g e n e r a l l y  down a long  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. Y e s .  The re ' s  a t r a i l  t h a t  runs  r i g h t  down t h e  
middle of t h i s .  

MR WALSH : L e t  me ask you something else. From t h e  b r idge  
down t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  I unders tand when you tu rned  around l i k e  
t h i s  you have t o  go a couple  hundred yards  b e f o r e  you run 
i n t o  t h e s e  hootches? Is it your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
hootches were more o r  less s c a t t e r e d  i n  groups a long  he re  
r a t h e r  than be ing  b i g ,  c o l l e c t e d  v i l l a g e s  u n t i l  you g e t  down 
around i n  he re?  Maybe t h e r e  i s  one p r e t t y  good-size v i l l a g e ,  
and then  maybe a couple more v i l l a g e s  f u r t h e r  on down? Did 
you say  t h a t  t h e  only  Vietnamese you saw t h a t  day was t h e  
woman t h a t  t h e  ARVN's had? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  a l l  t h e  way
down? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. I asked t h e  Vietnamese be-
cause it looked k ind  of funny and she  sa id- - the  woman s a i d  they  
a l l  went ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  when t h e  ope ra t ion  s t a r t e d .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h a t  I s  t r u e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what she  s a i d .  

Q . And you d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  of any Vietnamese a l l  
t h e  way down and a l l  t h e  way back? 
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COL WILSOIS: Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  
day? I mean d i d  you normally go o u t  and t a l k  t o  them be-
cause you had t h e  language c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I t a l k e d  wi th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  Vietnamese. I 
couldn 't understand t h e  peasan t s  very good, because they 
t a l k  j u s t  l i k e  s l a n g  over  he re .  Someone from a fo re ign  
country wou ldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  unders tand us i f  w e  t a l k  i n  
our.  0 . .  

Q. When you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  Vietnamese 
m i l i t a r y ,  d i d  they  seem--1 assume t h e s e  were t h e  ones with  
B Company and C Company t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  Did they 
say anything about C Company's o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  they seem 
t o  be a l l  r i g h t  o r  d i d  they s e e m  t o  be mad about anything? 

A .  N o ,  t hey  were r e a l  f r i e n d l y .  

- Q Fr iend ly .  Did they  s t a y  wi th  you t h e  e n t i r e  
R day? 

A. They s t ayed  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  ope ra t ion  only .  

4 
A Q And they  took t h i s  Vietnamese woman. Did s h e  go

a l l  t h e  way down and a l l  t h e  way back? 

A.  N o .  When w e  go t  down t h e r e  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  she  
s a i d  s h e  was going t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They l e t  
h e r  go. 

Q. Was she  forced  t o  go wi th  you, o r  d i d  you g e t  
t h a t  impression? With t h e  Vietnamese, I mean? 

A .  The Vietnamese s o r t  of fo rced  her--wel l ,  they 
d i d n ' t  use p h y s i c a l  f o r c e ,  b u t  t hey  j u s t  l e t  h e r  know t h a t  
she  was going t o  be working f o r  them f o r  a  whi le .  

Q And then  they l e t  h e r  go wi thout  any problem down 
a t  t h e  end? 

A - Y e s .  

Q - Did you eve r  h e a r  o r  d i d  you e v e r  know--of cour se ,  
you weren ' t  w i thh  them-.-that TAYLOR was us ing  a  Vietnamese woman 
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t h e  f i r s t  day and then  t h e  morning of t h e  second day f o r  
po in t?  

A.  Well, t h a t ' s  kind of a common p r a c t i c e .  Sometimes 
the.y do t h i s ,  use a Vietnamese f o r  p o i n t .  

Q .Was it common p r a c t i c e  t o  t a k e  them i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r
area?  

A. Only i f  they a r e  suspect .  You wouldn ' t  keep c i v i -
l i a n s  i n  your l a a g e r  a r e a  overnight  unless  they  were suspec t s .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you would keep your suspec t s  i n  
t h e r e  under guard? 

A.  Right. 

Q There wouldn ' t  be any type of report--or  would 
t h e r e  be any type o f  r e p o r t  from 1st  Platoon a s  it went i n t o  
i t ' s  l a a g e r  a r e a  of how many VC suspec t s  it had? Would it 
come back t o  t h e  company? 

A.  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  they would have repor ted  it. 

Q. There w a s  an e n t r y  on t h e  br igade l o g  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  Exh ib i t  M-17) t h a t  s t a t e d  what you s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  "1330 
hours ,  two VC evading, Resul t s  : one VC KIA.  " You d i d n ' t  
s e e  t h i s  body? 

They repor ted  t h a t  as a k i l l ,  bu t  a l l  they  foundA. 
was blood. They never  d i d  f i n d  t h e  body. 

Q, But it w a s  r epor ted  a s  a k i l l ?  

A .  That w a s  r epor ted  a s  a k i l l .  

Q. Where was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  out  on t h e  beach? 

A.  That w a s  t h e  2d Platoon on t h e  .beach t h e r e .  

Q Did you have any i d e a  t h a t  maybe some of t h e s e  
k i l l s  t h e  1st Platoon had repor ted  were maybe i n  e r r o r ,  
underestimated o r  overest imated? 

A. That happens sometimes. 
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Q 0 Were t h e r e  enough i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  v i l l a g e r s  o r  
n a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  d i spose  of  t h a t  many bod ie s?  

A.  No. Like I s a i d ,  we didn ' t s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  
ove r  t h e r e .  I doubt  i f  t hey  were ove r  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

2 a What happened. to t h e s e  bodies?  

A. They might n o t  have e v e r  e x i s t e d .  

a 0 W e l l ,  could  you have seen  from t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
you were i n ?  The t o p  of t h i s  embankment up t h e r e ,  do you 
t h i n k  you cou ld  have seen  any bodies  up t h e r e ?  

A .  I f  t hey  would have been on t o p ,  I probably could 
have seen  them, because t h a t  n i g h t  when w e  went t o  ou r  
Laager p o s i t i o n  I walked a l l  around t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q Did you go up on t h i s  embankment? Did you go over  
it by t h e  s e a ?  

Q =  Did you move around up t h e r e  i n  d a y l i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  Th is  was s t i l l  d a y l i g h t  when I d i d  
t h i s .  

a- Did you s e e  anykhing -xiusual up t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q - Well,  I would l i k e  t o  know what happened t o  t h e s e  
38 bod ie s?  

A.  I t  could have been l i k e  some of t h o s e  were i n  t h e  
t u n n e l s  or bunkers  i s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I can see. 

Q. They d i d n E t  r e p o r t  them as be ing  i n  t u n n e l s  and 
bunkers .  Some r e p o r t s  c a r r i e d  k i l l e d  i n  t u n n e l s .  

MR WALSH: E i g h t  of them were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  t u n n e l s ,  b u t  t h a t  
l e a v e s  30 t h a t  were--

COL WILSON: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where were t h e  o t h e r  30? 

(Witness makes no response .  ) 
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MR WALSH: I wonder i f  w e  could t a k e  a s h o r t  break and w e  
two c i v i l i a n s  could have a t a l k .  

COL WILSON: Sure ly .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1410 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1420 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  re-
cessed a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

(The wi tness  was reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under 
oa th  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

COL WILSON: W e  want t o  p l o t  t h a t  n i g h t  l a a g e r  i n  t h e r e  i f  
you can r e c a l l  where it was. 

A. I ' d  say  i t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e  j u s t  about  where you had 
t h a t ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  gene ra l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  
P-168) . 
LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  how many p la toons  w e r e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  
Was t h e  whole company i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I t h i n k  someone s t a y e d  up 
by t h e  b r idge  t o  secu re  t h a t ,  o r  they  went back up t h e r e .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  whether they  w e r e  up t h e r e  a l l  day o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  remember. 

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t .  Did anyth ing  unusual occur dur ing  t h e  
evening of  t h e  17 th?  

A. W e  f i r e d  H & I again.  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  n i g h t  
t h a t  Alpha Company g o t  h i t  p r e t t y  hard.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Alpha Company go t  h i t  hard.  How d i d  you know t h i s ?  

A. L i s t e n i n g  on t h e  battalion r a d i o .  

Q You heard  t h e  t r ansmiss ions  r e p o r t i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  
and s o  f o r t h ?  

A.0 Y e s .  
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'20 Alpha Company, from a s  much a s  you could de te r -
mine, was s t i l l  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

What e l s e ?  D i Z  anything else happen? 

A.  T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any small  arms f i r e  i n  your a r e a  t h a t  night  

23, No. 

a *  To go back f o r  a moment, during t h e  day when you 
w e r e  moving down t h e  beach, d i d  you s e e  any f i r e s  ou t  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h e  C Company a r e a  t o  your west? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you hear  any f i r i n g  over  t h e r e ?  

A .  No. I mean, t h e r e  might have been,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  any f i r e  over t h e r e  a t  a l l .  

Q- - Do you r e c a l l  anybody coming i n ?  What about your
supp l i e s  t h a t  day? 

A .  Well, I know we a t e  our  h o t  chow a t  t h e  l a a g e r  pos i -
t i o n .  

Q Somebody had t o  b r i n g  t h a t  ou t?  

A .  That  came i n  on t h e  chopper. 

Q *: What e l s e  came i n  t h e r e ?  

A. When we were down on t h e  p o i n t ,  1 'm p r e t t y  su re  
Colonel BARKER joined us down t h e r e  f o r  a whi le .  I t  was 
e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which 
one. ,Because I can remember t h e  chopper landing  o u t  on t h a t  
sand .-
Q What do you mean joined you f o r  a while? How long? 

A. Maybe 15 o r  20 minutes ; they 'd come i n  and 
t a l k  wi th  t h e  company commander on how t h e  opera t ion  was 
doing. 
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Q. H e  landed down t h e r e .  Had you s topped  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ?  

A. Right .  W e  were a l l  j u s t  s o r t  of s i t t i n g  around, 
t a k i n g  a break.  

Q - Did they  have anything s p e c i f i c  t o  say? Do you 
know whether it w a s  Colonel BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

MR WALSK: Did you h e a r  t h e  conversa t ion  between BARKER 
o r  CALHOUN and Captain M1,CHLES when they  came down dur ing  
t h e  day? 

A. No. They usually--when t h e y  would come i n ,  w e  
d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  them where w e  could h e a r  t h e  
conversat ion.  

Q 120 you remember o rde r ing  a resupply of dynamite
dur ing  t h e  day? 

A. I probably had a l o t  of resupply.  The 1st Pla toon  
had done some f i r i n g ,  and I usua l ly  ordered  ammunition 
and TNT. That  was what it was, probably.  

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  anything abnormal about your 
s u p p l i e s  t h a t  day? Did they  seem t o  be l a r g e r  than  
normal o r  t h e  same a s  alwzys,  no th ing  m u s u a l ?  

A. I don' t t h i n k  t h e r e  was anything unusual  about it. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember any d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
about how many people  t h e  company k i l l e d  du r ing  t h a t  day? 

A. No. I c a n ' t  remember any. Rea l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
we k i l l e d  any t h a t  day. This  i s  j u s t  my own opin ion .  
They found t h a t  blood from t h a t  one guy they  s h o t ,  b u t  they  
never  found t h e  body. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any bragging by any of t h e  1st Pla toon  
people  and t h e  p o i n t  people  about how many people  they  go t  i n  
t h e  bunkers? 

A. No. I wouldn' t be  around t h e  p l a toons  t h a t  much o r  
c l o s e  t o  them o r  anything.  
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Q O  I f o r g o t  t o  ask you about  something t h a t  occu r red  
on t h e  f i r s t  day,  and I would l i k e  t o  go back f o r  j u s t  a minute.  
A t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  du r ing  t h e  morning on t h e  f i r s t  day,  t o  C h a r l i e  
Company w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  ceas ing  f i r e ,  do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I ' v e  r ead  about it i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  
i f  I remember it o r  n o t .  

Q Can you remember any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  du r ing  t h e  morn-
i n g  of t h e  f i r s t  day t o  C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  s t i c k  i n  your  
mind about  anyth ing?  

A .  The only one t h a t  I can remember i s  t h e  guy shoot -
ing himse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly . .  .. 
Q - I n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  f i r s t  day,  do you remember 
any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  from Task Force Ba rke r ,  e i t h e r  t h e  TOC 
o r  Colonel  BARKER'S s h i p ,  d i r e c t i n g  C h a r l i e  Company t o  sweep 
back through t h e  a r e a  t hey  had come th rough ,  and t o  make a 
count of  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  broken down by men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n ,  and how they  were killed. The C 0  of  C h a r l i e  
Company argued t h a t  it wouldn ' t  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  how 
they  were k i l l e d ;  t h e r e  were a l o t  of mines and booby t r a p s  
i n  t h e  way, and it w a s  t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  day. Then t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander came on,  Sabre  6 , and s a i d  : "No, 
d o n s t  b o t h e r  go ing  back t h e r e  and count ing  them now"? 

A.  T h a t ' s  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say 
t h a t  I hea rd  it. Whether I v m  t h i n k i n g  about something I ' v e  
r e a d ,  I don" know. 

Q g  W e l l ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander didn ' t i n t e r v e n e  
very o f t e n  i n  an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Right .  

Q That  would be  something. I f  you heard  it, you 
would probably remember i t ?  

A. I j u s t  can ' t remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

COL WILSON: Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander come i n  
on your  r a d i o  n e t ?  

A. I 've  hea rd  him b e f o r e .  

Q. How many t imes?  
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A. Maybe t h r e e .  o r  four  o r  f i v e .  A l o t  of t i m e s  
h e ' d  come i n t o  Uptight o r  Dot t i e  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q I mean whi le  you were on an opera t ion?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I e v e r  heard him on an opera-
t i o n .  

Q e  You would have remembered i t ?  

A. Yeah. I ' m  s u r e  I would. 

MR WALSH: On t h e  second,day  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  do you 
remember r eques t ing  a  dus to f f  f o r  a Vietnamese woman who 
was wounded up by t h e  br idge?  

A, Not on t h e  second day. I c a n ' t  remember a  dus to f f  
f o r  a woman. The t h i r d  day we d i d  have a  dus to f f  f o r  some 
c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember on t h e  second day. 

COL WILSON: Nothing i r r e g u l a r  about your s u p p l i e s ?  Do you 
remember breaking down supp l i e s  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I can almost s e e  it s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  bu t  I can' t--

Q • ( In terpos ing)  Do you remember who was on board t h e  
a i r c r a f t  when t h e  supp l i e s  came i n ?  

A. No. 

Q The r a t i o n s  and supp l i e s  came i n  on t h e  same 
chopper? 

A. Right. 

Q Do you remember sending t h e  chopper up t o  t h e  o t h e r  
ambush s i t e  where t h e  o t h e r  p la toon was, t o  c a r r y  some s u p p l i e s  
i n  t o  them? 

A.  No, I d o n p t  remember t h a t .  

Q We had an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  chopper came i n t o  
your a r e a ,  and poss ib ly  it was a command and c o n t r o l  sh ip .  I t  
could have had Colonel BARXER on it. I t  stopped t h e r e  and w a s  
s e n t  up wi th  some s u p p l i e s  up t o  t h e  o t h e r  a rea .  
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A. Usually they would use t h e  command chopper f o r  
s u p p l i e s ,  b u t  he wouldn ' t  be  on it. H e  might have been t h i s  
t i m e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  it was s o  f u l l .  You" have 15 cases  
of C-rat ions  and some sodas and ho t  chow and water .  I t ' s  
n o t  t oo  much room f o r  him t o  be on t h e r e .  

Q - You had a l l  t h a t  p l u s  demol i t ion  and ammo? You've 
got  a p r e t t y  b i g  load? 

A, Well, t h e  ammunition i s  usua l ly  p r e t t y  smal l  com-
pared t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  load .  

(2a You d o n a t  remember Colonel BARKER coming i n t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A .  N o ,  I donRk.  

Q Would you have seen  him? 

A. i would have seen  h i m .  
111( 

32 Q You were r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  s h i p .  Do 
you remember sending t h e  s h i p  up t o  t h e  ambush s i t e  by t h e  
b r idge  wi th  some--

9 
bL) A .  ( i n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  remember, and I t h i n k  I 

would i f  w e  would have Gone t h a t  because w e  only d i d  t h a t  
j u s t  a  very few t i m e s  whi le  I was over  t h e r e .  

Q What about  h o t  chow f o r  t h o s e  guys up t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  b r idge?  

A .  Sometimes they skipped it. 

Q J u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  it. Do you th ink  t h a t ' s  what 
happened? 

A .  I d o n u t  know. They might have s e n t  a c e r t a i n  
number o f  people  down f o r  chow. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q It 's a p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q What t i m e  d i d  you d e p a r t  t h e  n e x t  morning, 
on t h e  P8th? 
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A. I ' d  say around 8 o ' c lock .  We moved on up nor th  
then. 

Q. What happened as  you moved n o r t h ,  anything? Do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A .  Nothing r e a l l y  t h a t  I can remember happened u n t i l  
we got  up t o  t h i s  next  l a r g e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exhibi t  P-168) , up h e r e  along t h e  ocean. 

a .  Now wait!  Do you r e c a l l  a r i c e  cache,  3,000 pounds? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q You don' t r e c a l l  i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we ever  found it. 

Q It was repor ted  found? 

A .  I remember w e  had a Vietnamese suspec t .  I ' m  ge t -
t i n g  my days confused. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  sure--we had a sus-
pec t  and he was supposed t o  t a k e  us t o  a cache. H e  escaped 
on t h e  way. He j u s t  got  away from t h e s e  guys. 

MR WALSH: Was t h a t  t h e  next  day? 

A .  That could 've been. I was kind of confused on 
t h e  days. I c a n ' t  remember a cache, though. O f  course ,  
one of t h e  p la toons  might have found it and I f o r g o t  about 
it. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember 3,000 pounds of r i c e  i n  a 
l o c a t i o n  around t h e  br idge  as you were moving nor th?  

A. It might have been. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  
evacuated it, though, i f  it was found. 

COL WILSON: The log  r e p o r t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-18) a t  
0730 says  : "A r i c e  cache was found, approximately 3,000 pounds. 
W i l l  bag and evacuate ."  The S 5  l og  of t h a t  d a t e  says  it was 
no t  evacuated, because some of it was s p o i l e d .  Have you 
ever  heard of s p o i l e d  r i c e ?  

A.  They might have decided--sometimes it was hard  t o  
g e t  a chopper, e s p e c i a l l y  with Task Force Barker.  We d i d n ' t  
have t h e  choppers t h a t  a r egu la r  b a t t a l i o n  would have. 
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Q e  
 Okay. That was up by t h e  b r idge .  Did any- 
t h i n g  happen between your l a a g e r  a r e a  and t h e  br idge?  Did 
you s e e  anything unusual? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember anything along i n  t h e r e ,  
except as w e  moved on up t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a r e a  t h e r e ' s  
a r e a l  l a r g e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- What was t h e  formation, about t h e  same as  before  
on t h e  beach? 

A, No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we had anyone on t h e  beach a t  
-!&is time as I can remember. 

Q.-	 Platoon columns? 

A .  	 Right. 

Q b  
 Order of march, do you remember what t h a t  was? 

.A0 	 No, 

9. A l l  r i g h t .  A s  you moved up beyond t h e  b r idge ,  d i d  
anything cccur?  

A. 	 Not t h a t  I remember. I c a n ' t  t h ink  of any. 

MR WALSH: Were they  burning t h e  hootches a s  they  moved up? 

A. When you g e t  up t o  t h e  br idge  t h e r e ,  t h e r e ' s  no 
more hootches u n t i l  you come t o  t h i s  r e a l  l a r g e  v i l l a g e ,  
and we d i d n ' t  burn t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Do you remember g e t t i n g  an o r d e r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

morning saying ,  "No more burning of hootches."  


A. I remember. It seemed l i k e  we j u s t  changed our  
po l i cy  a l t o g e t h e r  t h a t  day. We went from a search  and 

, 	 des t roy  t o  a p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  because we went t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
and we washed a l l  t h e  k ids .  Maybe somebody had a g u i l t y  
f e e l i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember any t ransmiss ions  about what t h e  
mission would be f o r  t h e  day? 

A. 	 W e l l ,  they s a i d  they were going t o  send o u t  medical 
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teams. Some k ind  of  Vietnamese people  came o u t  t o o  and p u t  . 

on--no, t h a t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  day, I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q *  W e  know t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were, a s  you remember, 
very d i f f e r e n t  between t h e  17 th  and t h e  18th .  

A *  Right .  

Q W e  a l s o  have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  
changing t h e  method of ope ra t ion  w e r e  rece ived  sometime la te  
i n  t h e  morning, and it probably would have come through 
you. You j u s t  d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l  of  any 
t ransmiss ion  a long  t h i s  l i n e ?  

A.  Well,  no more than  jus t - - l i ke  w e  w e r e  going t o  
go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and c l ean  t h e s e  people  up,  and h e l p  
any of them t h a t  had i n f e c t i o n  and have t h e  medics look 
a t  them. W e  w e r e n ' t  going t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You s a i d  a minute ago t h a t  it s t r u c k  you t h a t  some-
one might have had a g u i l t y  conscience.  What gave you t h a t  
thought?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had been completely d e s t r o y i n g  t h e s e  a r e a s  
t h a t  w e  'd been i n  t h e  l a s t  few days.  I d o n ' t  know. It was 
j u s t  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t ,  a change. I t  wasn' t a s l i g h t  
change. I t  was a d r a s t i c  change. 

Q But you d o n ' t  r e ~ e r h e rt h e  o r d e r s  coming through 
o r  anything about them? 

A. W e l l ,  you know, they  d i d n ' t  g ive  m e  a reason .  
They ha rd ly  do t h a t .  There w a s  a reason f o r  changing o r d e r s .  

COL WILSON: Did t h i s  have any e f f e c t  on Captain MICHLES? 
Did he s e e m  t o  be--did he j u s t  s a y ,  "Okay, s t o p  burn ing ,  
w e  won' t  burn any more v i l l a g e s ,  o r  "We 're going t o  b r i n g  
medical  teams," o r  d i d  it s u r p r i s e  him? 

A. W e l l ,  h e  w a s  p r e t t y  m i l i t a r y .  When t h e y  t o l d  him 
t o  do something he d i d  it, and d i d  it t h e  way he w a s  t o l d .  

Q. You mentioned f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s e a r c h  
and des t roy .  Was t h i s  b r i e f e d  t o  you a s  a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  
ope ra t ion?  
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A. I be l i eve  so .  This was be fo re - -a f t e r  I was over  
t h e r e  f o r  a whi l e ,  they changed t h e  name of it and c a l l e d  it 
search  arid--I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  o t h e r  p a r t .  

Q. Clear? 

A. Search and c l e a r  o r  something l i k e  that--no re-
connaissance i n  fo rce .  They changed t h e  name t o  recon-
naissance  i n  force .  

Q e  The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  was c a l l e d  a 
search  and des t roy  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  t h i s  appear t o  be d i f f e r -
e n t  f r o m  o t h e r  opera t ions  which you had been conducting? 

A. The opera t ion  was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  I t  seemed 
t o  me t h a t  w e  c a l l e d  them a l l  search  and des t roy .  A t  t h a t  
t ime,  t h a t  was t h e  way it w a s  termed. 

Q. Have you ever  heard t h e  term, "search and c l e a r " ?  

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

= Q A s  you moved n o r t h ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you
X - .  would have h i t  would have been Ky Xuyen? 

A. I ' m  not  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  name of it, b u t  it was 
3 a large v i l l a g e ,  s z v e r a l  thous&r~Ipazplc. It  would have 
*S been r i g h t  on t h e  beach here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-168) i n  

t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. Do you remember t h i s  fishpond? 

A. Yes. 

Q You do remember t h a t ?  

A.  That fishpond i s  t h e  a r e a  where t h a t  suspect  go t  
away . 
Q Did t h e  suspect  s t a y  with you a l l  t h e  way from t h e  
south  or--where d i d  you pick him up? 

A? I b e l i e v e  we found him i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  along t h e  
c o a s t  he re .  
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Q Up t o  t h e  nor th?  

Right.  

Q When you got  up i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  what was t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  company? Was a sweep opera t ion  conducted, 
o r  what happened t h e r e ?  

A. Well, we s o r t  of s e t  up a per imeter  around t h e  
v i l l a g e .  W e  j u s t  mostly s a t  around. They brought i n  
t h e s e  medical teams. We l e t  them check them o u t .  

Q Did you hea r  about two platoons moving on ou t  
t o  sweep out  t o  t h e  end of t h e  f i n g e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d  go up t h e r e ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
remember f o r  su re .  They d i d n ' t  go t o o  f a r .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
i s  a f o r t ,  and o l d  Korean o r  French f o r t ,  and they  have a l o t  
of mines around it. They d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  p o i n t  
of t h a t .  

Out on t h e  po in t?  

Right. 

Q. Do you remember approximately how many v i l l a g e r s ,  
n a t i v e s ,  were rounded up t h a t  day? 

A.  No. I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  a thousand 
of them. There w e r e  a l o t  of them. I t  was a r e a l  l a r g e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A.  Not t h e  nuinber of t h e  people.  I t  was repor ted  t h a t  
we were t ak ing  c a r e  of them. Task Force Barker s e n t  o u t  t h e i r  
team of medics. 

Q The log  e n t r y  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  M - 1 8 )  says : 
"B/4/3 is  i n  an a rea  wi th  approximately 1,000 people.  They 
d o n ' t  appear t o  be VC. Task Force Barker w i l l  p u t  a MEDCAP 
i n  the a rea  a t  approxmately 1400 hours.  " Does t h a t  t iming sound 
about r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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6 - This r e p o r t  went i n .  The c l o s e s t  t ime we 
can g e t  i s  1135. Do you f i g u r e  you go t  up t h e r e  about t h a t  
time o r  e a r l i e r  than t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  about r i g h t .  We spen t  j u s t  about t h e  
whole af ternoon i n  . t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What time d id  t h e  MEDCAP come i n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  

( 2 a  How many h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Probably one. 

Q. Did anybody come i n  bes ides  t h e  medics? 

A,  1 d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q L M i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  
.. 
2: A. No. 

Q. I n t e r p r e t e r s  ? 

I) 
n A.  No, we s t i l l  had those  Vietnamese--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  S t i l l  had them? 

A, Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  were wi th  us.  

Q- They s t ayed  wi th  you? 

A. Come t o  th ink  of it, I t h i n k  our  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i -
gence might have come i n  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  I d o n t t  know i f  
they came i n  wi th  t h e  medics o r  n o t ,  I canqt r e a l l y  remember. 
I know t h e  nex t  day they were with us when we were t ak ing  
t h a t  suspec t  t o  f i n d  t h i s  cache o r  whatever it was. 

Q What day was t h a t ,  t h e  19th?  

A. The 19th.  

Q This  i s  another  cache? 
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A. This was t h e  one t h a t  t h e  suspect  g o t  away from 
us as he was l ead ing  us t o  it. I t  was kind of unusual,  bu t  
he  d id .  

Q. . Well now, do you t h i n k  t h e  M I  people may have 
come i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  came i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they 
spen t  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  us .  

Q. These Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  s tayed wi th  you p r a c t i -
c a l l y  t h e  whole opera t ion .  They were with you from what you 
descr ibed.  Did they s t a y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  command group? 

A. They s t ayed  with me. They l i k e d  m e  t o  t a l k  t o  
them. I could t a l k  t o  them p r e t t y  good because they  were 
educated Vietnamese, f a i r l y  we l l  educated. 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  anything unusual about t h e  way 
t h e s e  people t r e a t e d  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. How t h e  Vietnamese t r e a t e d  t h e  Vietnamese? 

Q Yes, the m i l i t a r y ?  

A, They d i d n ' t  seem t o  th ink  t h e r e  was anything wrong 
with our procedures when we were on search  and des t roy  o r  
when we were pac i fy ing .  

Q - When you were burning? 

A. These m i l i t a r y  guys t o l d  m e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  wors t  
p l a c e  you could be.  

Q You're po in t ing  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  P-168)
south t o  a11 of those  v i l l a g e s  along t h a t  c o a s t ,  sou th  of 
My Lai (1) ? 

A. Right.  

Q And what d i d  they say? 

A. They s a i d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  worst  p lace  you can be. 

Q What d i d  they  m a n  by t h a t ?  
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A.  Well, it was a Vie t  Cong s t ronghold .  One o t h e r  
t ime I t a l k e d  t o  some Vietnamese ou t  h e r e  at--I 'm n o t  su re  
of t h e  name of t h i s  town o u t  here  on Highway 1. 

3- Son Tinh? 

A. Son Tinh, r i g h t .  They say when you got  ou t  h e r e  
t h a t  you j u s t  might a s  we l l  w r i t e  your w i l l  o f f  and every-
th ing .  They h a t e  it o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Who s a i d  t h a t ?  

A.  The Vietnamese. 

Q- The Vietnamese s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. Right. 

& a  You mean t h e  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y ?  

A.  Right. They th ink  t h i s  i s  t h e  worst  p lace  you can 
go on opera t ions .  They say i t ' s  been Pike t h a t  f o r  a long 
t ime. 

Q So it d i d n ' t  seem t o  bother  them t h a t  you were 
burning t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  going down t h e r e ?  

A * .  No. They'd l i g h t  t h e  match j u s t  a s  quick as  any-
body else would. 

Q. Were they burning? 

A. I can"t  remember i f  they d i d  o r  no t .  

Q, Well, a f t e r  you got  back up h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
when you got  i n t o  Ky Xuyen (1), what was t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  
t h e s e  people up t h e r e ?  How d i d  they behave? 

A. They would t a l k  t o  them and t h i s  one younger one 
was chasing some of t h e  women around, j u s t  small  t a l k  w i t h  
them and everyth ing .  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  have any bad f e e l -
i n g s  f o r  t h e s e  people up t h e r e .  

Q Well, when t h i s  r e p o r t  was made t o  t h e  11th  B r i -
gade, "They d o n ' t  appear t o  be VC," who would have determined 
t h a t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. Maybe Captain MICHLES might have 
c a l l e d  t h i s  i n .  When you ' re  washing l i t t l e  babies  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  people a r e  going t o  a c t  p r e t t y  f r i e n d l y  
towards you. I f  you look a t  t h e  r e p o r t  of what happened 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  j u s t  goes t o  show you how f r i e n d l y  t h e  a r e a  
was. 

Q. So a11 day was s p e n t  i n  t h i s  MEDCAP program? 

A. Right. 

Q The MEDCAP took p lace  on t h e  beach? 

A. Right.  Well, i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a rea .  The v i l l a g e  
was r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q Can you show us about where t h i s  occurred  on t h e  
photograph? This r i g h t  i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-168) 
should be t h e  fishpond. 

A. This v i l l a g e  i s  almost j u s t  about ,  I ' d  s a y ,  r i g h t  
i n  here .  This  s t r e t c h e s  o u t  p r e t t y  long. 

Q. And t h e  MEDCAP was on t h e  southern end of i t ?  

A. No. I ' d  say t h e  MEDCAP was more i n  t h e  nor the rn  
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Approximately i n  here?  

A. J u s t  about where you have t h e  p e n c i l .  

Q J u s t  pu t  a number i n  t h e r e  f o r  MEDCAP. 

(LTC NOLL marks t h e  MEDCAP l o c a t i o n  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph a s  p o i n t  8.)  

And d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land on t h e  beach? 

A. Right on t h e  beach. 

Q Did he  bring any s u p p l i e s  i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he had a b i g  c h e s t  with t h e  medical 
s u p p l i e s ,  a l l  t h i s  soap and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  
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Q . Nothing f o r  you, though? 

A. No. W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  our  s u p p l i e s  u n t i l  l a t e r  on 
t h a t  evening. 

MR WALSH: Was t h e r e  a Nat ional  Policeman wi th  t h e  MEDCAP 
team? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q Do you remember i f  t h e  MEDCAP team was made up of 
a medical corps major and a c a p t a i n  and a couple of l i e u t e -
nan t s?  Can you remember what t h e  makeup was of t h e  team? 

A. I s u r e  don ' t .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Were t h e r e  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I can remember t h a t  some of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  medics 
t h a t  usua l ly  d o n ' t  work i n  t h e  f i e l d  came ou t .  They thought  
it was a b i g  exper ience ,  but I d o n ' t  rerne~berany o f  t h e  
o t h e r s .  

COL WILSON: You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any unusual techniques being 
app l i ed  t o  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  by t h e  Vietnamese o r  by t h e  
U.S.? 

A .  I remember t h a t  day I was s o r t  04 separa ted  from 
t h e  CP group, and I was j u s t  s o r t  of o u t  on t h e  per imeter  
secur ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I wasn ' t  with t h e  CP group t h a t  day. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  were doing anything. They weren ' t  r e a l l y  
making much of an e f f o r t  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody t h a t  day, I . -
d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  

MR WALSH: How about t h e  n e x t  morning? 3 

A.  W e l l ,  we had t h a t  one suspect .  I d o n ' t  know how 
they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him. 

Q= You d i d n ' t  s e e  them? 

A. I s a w  t h e  suspect .  He probably had j u s t  a few 
b r u i s e s  on him, b u t  they d i d  t h i s  j u s t  about a l l  t h e  t ime.  

COL WILSON: Who d id?  
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A. The m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  Vietnamese o r  Amer i -
cans ,  sometimes. 

MR WALSH: Did you see t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  s o l -
d i e r s  us ing  t h e  f i e l d  te lephone  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e ?  

A. Not on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' v e  seen  it done b e f o r e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  had any f i e l d  te lephones  o u t  t h e r e  on t h a t  
ope ra t ion .  

COL WILSON: Didn ' t  you o c c a s i o n a l l y  p ick  t h e s e  up when you 
found them l a y i n g  around t h e s e  caches? 

A. Yes. T h a t ' s  happened b e f o r e ,  and t h e y  found them. 

Q. Were a l l  t h e s e  Vietnamese brought  i n  g iven  medi-
c a l  t r ea tmen t  t h a t  day? Did you pass  any r a t i o n s  o u t  t o  
them, o r  j u s t  soap? 

A. No more r a t i o n s  than  what an i n d i v i d u a l  would 
g ive  some of t h e i r  own. 

A*. Yeah. 

Q. Did they b r i n g  h o t  chow t o  you t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. That n i g h t ,  r i g h t .  

Q. How about s u p p l i e s ,  d i d  you g e t  any? 

A. I don' t t h i n k  w e  g o t  a whole-- j u s t  ou r  C ' s ,  
sodas ,  and water .  That i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  p a r t  of your  s u p p l i e s .  

Q They brought  you water .  You always had t o  have 
your  water  brought  t o  you? 

A. No, n o t  always. We'd g e t  it o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
Probably 80 p e r c e n t  -o f  your water  i s  g o t t e n  o u t  of t h e  w e l l s .  
They u s u a l l y  brought  wa te r  i n  a t  n i g h t  anyway. 

Q. They d i d  b r i n g  it a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A.  Some people  would seldom d r i n k  t h a t  w e l l  wa te r ,  
b u t  it never  bo thered  m e .  
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Q. So t h e  chopper came i n .  Did anybody come i n  with 
t h e  chopper wi th  t h e  chow who got o f f  and s t ayed  t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  o t h e r  than normal company personnel?  

Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What happened dur ing  t h e  n igh t?  

A .  We got  mortared t h a t  n i g h t ,  and small  arms f i r e .  
W e  had one guy k i l l e d  and f i v e  o r  s i x  wounded, I t h i n k ,  
maybe four  o r  f i v e  wounded. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  number 
wounded, 

Q 5 Did t h e  mortar round land i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
where t h e  MEDCAP was, o r  was it i n  another  l o c a t i o n ?  

A,  No. We had moved on up t h e  beach f o r  our l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n ,  about 500 yards up t h e  beach. 

Q. Where d i d  you l aager?  Can you p ick  it o u t  on t h e  
map? 

A.  W e  laagered  maybe n o t  q u i t e  down as  f a r  a s  those  
two monuments. That may be wrong, though. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

a .  This  P-185 wonst  show t h a t  area. 

A .  I would say we laagered  maybe r i g h t  i n  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-168) . There was a l o t  of white  
sand i n  t h e  a r e a  where we laagered  a t .  I would say it 
would be about 500 yards from the--

Q. (Ifitexposing) Would it be up i n  here?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
i 

Q You t h i n k  you l aagered  t h i s  f a r  up i n  here?  You 
weren' t near  t h a t  f ishpond? 

(LTC NOLL marked t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  as  p o i n t  9 .  ) 

A .  NO,  w e  were up t h e  c o a s t .  

Q. So your mortar round came i n  he re?  

A. T h a t ' s  where they landed,  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q Now, how f a r  away d i d  t h a t  mortar appear t o  be? 
Could you t e l l  where it was? 
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A. I saw t h e  f l a s h .  It was r i g h t  along t h i s  c o a s t  
h e r e ,  maybe 500 yards f a r t h e r  up t h e  coas t .  I t  was a 60hun 
mortar.  W e  found t h e  t a i l  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  morning i n  t h e  
c r a t e r s .  

Q . The rounds? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - And it w a s  a 60? 

A. Right. 

Q .  YOU s a w  t h e  f l a s h ?  

A. Right.  

Q How many rounds were f i r e d ?  

A. I th ink  it was about f i v e  o r  s i x  rounds. I d o n ' t  
know how many were repor ted .  Sometimes Captain MICHLES would 
g e t  e x c i t e d  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  number of rounds. I th ink  w e  
found f i v e  o r  s i x  t a i l  f i n s  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q - Did Captain MICHLES e v e r  g e t  e x c i t e d  l i k e  t h a t  
wi th  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Right ,  I t h i n k  so .  

Q You r e c a l l  f i v e  o r  s i x  rounds, r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q .  A t  1:55 t h e  br igade  l o g  show t h a t  B/4/3 rece ived  
12 rounds. Do you remember making t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I probably made it, b u t  it wasn' t t h a t  many rounds,  
though. 

Q. I t  wasn 't? 

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a s  t o  whether t h e s e  rounds a l l  
landed i n  a concen t ra t ion ,  o r  d i d  they appear t o  be spread? 
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A. They were walked. The f i r s t  one was a d i r e c t  h i t  
r i g h t  on our  machinegun on t h a t  n o r t h  end of o u r  pe r ime te r ,  
and then  they came r i g h t  up and s topped j u s t  about where t h e  
CP group was. The l a s t  r o u n d ' h i t  t h e r e .  

Q And t h e  smal l  arms, from what range was t h a t ?  

A. It was probably f i r e d  about  the same a r e a  a s  t h e  
mortar .  I t h i n k  they s e t  t h e  mortar  up r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q. Did anyone e v e r  f i n d  t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n ?  

A,  They went down t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  day,  b u t  I can ' t  
rems-mber what they  found down t h e r e .  They d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  
mortar .  

Q T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  good f i r i n g .  

A. They w e r e  r e a l  good. 

Q 0 Would you say  t h i s  was fired wi thou t  a base  p l a t e ,  
t r i p o d ,  o r  bipod? 

A .  They probably used a base  p l a t e .  I imagine they  
used a t r i p o d ,  too .  We've been h i t  i n  t h e  same a r e a  down 
t h e r e  be fo re .  We've been mortared.  The f i r s t  round was a l -
ways r i g h t  on us ,  every t i m e .  They d i d n ' t  m e s s  around. 

Q When you g o t  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  what 
w a s  next?  Did you r e q u e s t  an evac? 

A. W e  reques ted  gunships and d u s t o f f ,  and t h e  gun-
ships--xe a l s o  had "Spooky" t h a t  n i g h t ,  t o o .  

Q Did you ge t .  any gunships ,  o r  was t h e  "Spooky" 
t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  had t h e  gunships becavse they d o n ' t  
evacuate  t o o  much a t  n i g h t  w i thou t  t h e  gunships.  

Q The l o g  says  t h a t  t h e  evacuat ion  came i n  wi th  
gunships ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know i f  t h e  gunships d i d  any f i r i n g  
o r  w h e t h e r . t h e s e  came w i t h  t h e  evacuat ion  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. They probably f i r e d .  I t  seemed l i k e  every t i m e  
they  came o u t ,  t h e y ' d  u s u a l l y  expend a l l  of t h e i r  ammunition 
b e f o r e  they  would go back. 
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Q From t h e  time you go t  t h e  f i r i n g  and you got  t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  h ~ wlong before  they were evacuated? 

A. I ' d  say maybe 15 o r  20 minutes--half hour a t  t h e  
mos t . 

What t ime d i d  "Spooky" come i n ?  

A. I t  took him a l i t t l e  long t o  g e t  t h e r e .  It w a s  
about--well, it was c l o s e  t o  an hour be fo re  he  go t  t h e r e ,  I 
would imagine. 

Q Was he f i r i n g  dur ing  t h e  n igh t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What were h i s  t a r g e t s ?  

A. J u s t  genera l  a r e a  around our  pe r ime te r ,  w i t h i n  
about  400  yards  of our per imeter .  

Q What type  of ammunition? 

A. Well, he dropped h i s  f l a r e s  and he  f i r e d  h i s  
miniguns. 

Q How long d i d  he  s t a y  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  he s t ayed  u n t i l  he expended a l l  ~f h i s  
ammunition. I don" know how long he s tayed.  I c a n ' t  remem-
ber .  

Q . W a s  he f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  around t h e r e ?  
. . 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  f i r e  t o  our  sou th ,  b u t  he f i r e d  i n  t h i s  
a r c  up h e r e  on this peninsula?  

Q. To t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

To t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

Q D i d  he  appear t o  be f i r i n g  over  t h a t  way where 
t h a t  mortar p o s i t i o n  had been? 

A .  W e l l ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a  p l u s  n o r t h e a s t  of us o r  nor th-
west  of us ,  due nor th .  
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Q 0 What about communications with t h i s  a i r c r a f t ?  
B i d  you have communication with him? 

A. Right.  W e  t a lked  t o  him. 

Q c D i d  you have t.o change frequency or d i d  
he come i n  on your n e t ?  

A. We changed frequency f o r  him, I be l i eve .  

Q Where d id  he g e t  t h a t  frequency? 

A. T h a t ' s  i n  t h e  SOI. 

Q. I t  i s ?  Then you were s t i l l  on t h e  F M ,  weren l t .you?  

A. Right--no, I be l i eve  he came i n  on a b a t t a l i o n  . 
frequency. Sometimes they would and sometimes they wouldn ' t ;  
It j u s t  depended i f  they knew our frequency. That would be 
t h e  problem. 

Q- But d i d  you have communications with him t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. Oh, yes .  

Q What s o r t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given t o  him? 

A. A l l  w e  had was a f l a s h l i g h t ,  and we shined t h a t  
from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  Then we descr ibed  
how f a r  it ran .  Then he s a i d  he would f i r e  an a r c  about 
500  yards  from t h e  l i m i t  of our l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q What was your d e s c r i p t i o n  when t h a t  l i g h t  went 
up? How d i d  you d e s c r i b e  your l aager?  How f a r  ou t?  

A. I t h ink  we s a i d  almost 150 yards on each--from 
t h e  l i g h t  i n  each d i r e c t i o n ,  except  t o  t h e  ocean s i d e .  There 
i s  something I l e f t  o u t  e a r l i e r  i n  t h a t  day. There was a 
woman t h a t  was wounded. We were c a l l i n g  i n  our  a r t i l l e r y  
r e fe rence  p o i n t s ,  i n  case you do g e t  f i r e d  on a t  n i g h t ,  and 
then  you c a l l  i n  your a r t i l l e r y .  The FO was g e t t i n g  h i s  
p l o t s  and he was f i r i n g  out  i n  t h i s  s o r t  of l i k e  a marsh 
a r e a  he re .  So a f t e r  he had f i n i s h e d ,  he re  comes a bunch of 
Vietnamese people down t h e  beach and they were ca r ry ing  t h i s  
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woman, and h e r  l e g  was a lmost  completely blown o f f .  They 
s a i d  she  s tepped  on a mine, b u t  it d i d n ' t  look l i k e  it. 
It looked probably l i k e  some sh rapne l  from some of t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  had probably h i t  h e r .  Then w e  dus t ed  h e r  o f f .  
That was b e f o r e  dark.  

Q. W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  t h e  Vietnamese appeared t o  be  
p r e t t y  angry about  t h i s ?  You could t a l k  t o  them and h e a r  
what they  were saying?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e y  s a i d  s h e  s tepped  on a 
mine. Now, whether they  d i d n ' t  want us t o  know whether s h e  
was o u t  t h e r e  where t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  was be ing  f i r e d  a t  or 
what, we don ' t know. 

Q Was it your impression t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  
t h i s  woman's c o n d i t i o n  t o  t h e  U.S.? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did they  t h i n k  it was t h e  a r t i l l e r y
t h a t  d i d  t h i s ,  o r  d i d  they  t h i n k  it was t h e  VC mine t h a t  d i d  
i t ?  

A. They s a i d  it was a mine, b u t  I never  seen  a Viet-
namese s t e p  on a mine over  t h e r e .  I never  d i d  see it. 

Q. And you dus ted  h e r  o f f ?  

A .  Right.  

Q What happened a f t e r  t h e  mortar  and a f t e r  t h e  
"Spooky" came i n ?  What was t h e  schedule  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  took t h a t  suspec t  to look f o r  t h a t  
cache o r  whatever it w a s ,  and h e  g o t  away. L a t e r  on t h a t  
morning, I b e l i e v e  w e  l i f t e d  o f f  and went back t o  D o t t i e  o r  
Uptight.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one we went back t o .  One p la -
toon went down t h e  beach and looked f o r  t h e  mortar  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. The whole p la toon?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

MR WALSH: T e l l  m e  about  t h i s  t r i p  t o  f i n d  t h e  cache? Who 
took t h e  d e t a i n e e  on t h a t  t r i p ?  
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A. I t  seems l i k e  w e  had m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  wi th  
us because I wouldn ' t  have been good enough t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
somebody. I c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t h a t  w e l l .  

Q J  Was t h a t  JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  p l ace  him, b u t  it probably was. I mean 
I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember them being t h e r e ,  b u t  they  usua l ly  
worked w i t h  us .  

8. Do you remember t h e  S2 of  Task Force Barker? 

?. . You mentioned him a whi le  ago,  b u t  I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  
been a b l e  t o  p l a c e  him. 

a. A l l  r i g h t .  The mill i tary i n t e l l i g e n c e  people ,  
you ' r e  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Who 
e l s e ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had t h o s e  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  Vietnamese wi th  
u s ,  1 t h i n k ,  arbd they  went along. 

Q. They w e r e  i n  uniform? 

A. Right  . 
Q a  Capta in  MICHLES? 

A. Right.  

Q Yourself?  

A. Y e s .  0 

Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. A p la toon  went wi th  u s ,  b u t  I h n o t  s u r e  which 
one it was. 

Q. The p la toon  followed you? 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  I know a t  l e a s t  one p la toon  went. 

Q. You went around t o  t h e  l e f t  of the f ishpond,  i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  
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A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which way we went around t h a t  t h i n g ,  
Like t h e r e  it looks l i k e  a pond, bu t  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a marsh, 
more o r  l e s s .  

Q But you went around t h e  marsh? 

A. ' . Y e s .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  t h e r e  was only one s u s p e c t  with  you? 

A, I t h i n k  so.  

Q, Now d e s c r i b e  how he  go t  away? 

A. W e l l ,  t hey  had him l i k e  walking p o i n t  w i th  one 
person.  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  unders tand t h a t  t o o  c l e a r ,  how he  
d i d  i t ,  b u t  he  took o f f  and t h e  p o i n t  man d i d n ' t  g e t  a c l e a r  
s h o t  a t  him and missed him o r  something, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  
sounded k ind  of funny. 

Q a There w e r e n ' t  any o t h e r s  wi th  him when you g o t  
t h e r e ?  They c o u l d n ' t  remember where t h e  p l a c e  was? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - And you d i d n ' t  see t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  
t o r t u r i n g  any d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  morning? 

A. That morning? I t  seems l i k e  t h i s  guy t h a t  w e  
had ,  they worked him over  p r e t t y  good, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  morning them doing t h a t  much. 

Q *  Remember s e e i n g  one of them k ick  him? 

A. I probably have b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it 
t h a t  day. They u s u a l l y  used a l l  k inds  of methods. 

Q Were t h e  only  people  doing t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A. Were they  t h e  only ones i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  W e l l ,  
t hey  have t o  have t h e  h e l p  of t h e  military i n t e l l i g e n c e  man 
because h e  u s u a l l y  t e l l s  them what he wants t o  a s k ,  and then  
they  t r a n s l a t e  it t o  t h e  Vietnamese, 
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Q. Then you j u s t  d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  w a s  JOHNSON, 
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember which one it was. 

American? 

A. Right .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  see them r i g  up a f i e l d  t e l ephone  
t o  t h i s  f e l l o w  's t e s t i c l e s ?  

A. Not t h a t  day. I ' v e  never  s een  them do it t o  t h e i r  
t e s t i c l e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  them t h a t  day r i g  up a te lephone  
t o  any p a r t  o f  h i s  body? 

A.  No. 

iZ Z e . t ? s  go back a day o r  two is wheii you were i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  area on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1_6th . ,  You mentioned t h a t  
you had seen  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  C Company had brought  i n  t h a t  
you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  photograph.  I t h i n k  you t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  see them s h o t ?  

A.  xig-ht. 
Q e  What d i d  you h e a r  about  i t ?  

A. WefP, I j u s t  hea rd  t h a t - - I  b e l i e v e  Captain  MICHLES 
w a s  t h e  one t h a t  t o l d  me t h i s .  H e  s a i d  t hey  were t a k i n g  them 
ove r  t h e r e  and a sk ing  them some q u e s t i o n s ,  and s a i d  i f  t h e y  
d i d n ' t  answer they  were going t o  k i l l  them. They l e t  one 
guy see t h i s ,  and t h e n  they  k i l l e d  him. Then t h e y ' d  ask  t h e  
o t h e r  guy some q u e s t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  g o t  any i m -
p o r t a n t  i n fo rma t ion  o u t  of them o r  n o t .  

Q Did h e  t e l l  you how many people  he  had seen  them 
k i l l ?  

A .  No. I know it w a s  more t h a n  one ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
how many. 

Q - Do you remember h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  it? Was h e  angry
about  i t ?  
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A. No. 

Q J u s t  commenting on t h e  way t h e  p o l i c e  operated? 

A. H e  probably thought  it was p r e t t y  e f f i c i e n t .  

Q Now, when you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h e r e  with 
C Company t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  you hea r  anybody t a l k i n g  o r  any 
d i scuss ion  about C Company's opera t ions  t h a t  day? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  know anybody from Char l i e  Company 
very wel l .  I was p r e t t y  busy t h a t  evening. And then  a f t e r  
dark you d i d n ' t  walk around t o o  much i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter ,  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hear  anything o u t  of t h e  ord inary  a t  
a l l  about t h e i r  opera t ions  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know whether some of t h i s ' s t u f f - - b u t  it 
seems l i k e  I remember it maybe o r  whether it is  something I 
have read i n  t h e  paper. I read t h i s  s t u f f  i n  t h e  papers and 
I s a i d ,  "I wonder i f  t h a t  r e a l l y  happened o r  something, i f  I 
remember. " 

Q. I understand t h e  problem, and we don 't want you 
t o  t e l l  us anything wi thout  q u a l i f y i n g  it l i k e  t h a t .  So, 
i f  you have a doubt a s  t o  whether--but i f  you do have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you th ink  might be of h e l p  t o  us ,  I th ink  
we would l i k e  t o  have it. You t e l l  us i f  it s h o u l d n ' t  be 
r e l i e d  on a s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t  because you ' re  no t  t h a t  s u r e  of  
it. We would l i k e  t o  have you t e l l  us anyway. 

A. They destroyed t h e  a r e a  and burned t h e  hootches 
and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  I r e a l l y  can '  t remember them t a l k i n g  
about k i l l i n g  a whole l o t  of people and everyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: J u s t  on a t iming b a s i s ,  t h e r e ' s  an e n t r y  i n  
t h e  Barker log  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  M - 1 6 )  a t  1050 which 
s a y s ,  "The command-control s h i p  s t a r t e d  t o  e i - t r a c t  one pla-
toon t o  LZ Uptight ."  Did you s e e  t h e  C&C s h i p  o u t  t h e r e  
about 10 o r  11 o 'c lock?  

A ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember see ing  it o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. I t  s t a r t e d  l i f t i n g  one platoon o u t  ahead of t h e  
company, going i n t o  Uptight? 

(CONGLETON) 86 APP T-229 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL 'USE ONLY 

A.  I can 't remember. I guess  t hey  could have. 

Q And t h a t  was completed by 1140 f o r  t h a t  p l a toon .
The f i r s t  l i f t  f o r  B Company e x t r a c t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  on 
t h e  l s g  a s  1319 t o  D o t t i e .  

Do you know which p l a toon  it w a s  t h a t  went ove r  
t o  Upt igh t?  

A.  For  a wh i l e  t h e y  had t h e  weapons p l a toon  s t a y i n g  
up t h e r e .  They were c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  whole t h i n g .  But I 
Zun ' t  kncit i f  t h a t  w a s  them o r  n o t .  

C! Okay. The l a s t  e n t r y  I want t o  q u e s t i o n  you
about  i s  t h e  e n t r y  on t h e  Barker  l o g  a t  1342,  which s a i d ,  
"Corripany B l i f t  t o  LZ D o t t i e  completed,"  and i n  a l a t e  
e n t r y ,  "Company B picked up one VC s u s p e c t ,  v i c i n i t y  of 
754818, cap tu red  a t  1236." I wonder what happened t o  t h a t  
'JC suspec t ?  Would you have t a k e n  him back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A.  Probably would, because they  have MP ' s  t h e r e .  
They would have t aken  c a r e  of  him. 

Q . Now a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  what happened t o  t h o s e  ARVN 
m i l i t a r y  personne l?  

A .  They went "-CI V Ccttie x i t h  u s ,  I b e l i e v e .  Then we 
gave them a r i d e  down t o  Son Tinh a r e a ,  t o  Quang Ngai. 

Q Did you t a k e  them down t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I didn 't t a k e  them down t h e r e .  

Q o  Were the Na t iona l  P o l i c e  s t i l l  w i t h  you a t  t h i s  
t ime?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. It s e e m s  l i k e  I s o r t  o f  remember 
them, b u t  I a m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e  i f  t hey  w e r e  w i t h  us o r  n o t .  

Q Would they  have been g iven  a r i d e  down t o  Son 
Tinh,  t o o ?  

A. Right .  

Q. And you were p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e s e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
and m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  du r ing  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. A s  f a r  a s  be ing  f r i e n d l y ,  I was only  f r i e n d l y  wi th  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  ones.  They were a l l  i n  our  g e n e r a l  a r e a  most 
of t h e  t i m e .  

Q I t h i n k  t h i s  had been covered,  b u t  d i d  you say  
they  came i n  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. The Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t hey  
were with  Char l i e  Company. They gave us  s o  many of t h e  
p o l i c e  and t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q What i s  your opinion of t h e  body count  t h a t  was 
made dur ing  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  one f o r  Bravo Company was exaggera ted .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  eve r  t h a t  many k i l l e d .  I mean t h e r e  
were probably a few k i l l e d ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  those  bunkers.  You 
d o n ' t  go i n  t o  f i n d  o u t  who's i n  t h e  bunkers.  You j u s t  p u t  
a charge i n  i t  and blow it up. 

Q- I s n ' t  it normal t o  y e l l  i n  t h e r e  and t e l l  them 
t o  come o u t ?  

A. Yeah, you can t e l l  them come o u t ,  b u t  a l o t  of 
t i m e s  , they probably wouldn 't do it. 

Q. J u s t  t o  summarize h e r e ,  d i d  you see any m i s t r e a t -
ment of  Vietnamese o r  VC suspec t s  by e i t h e r  Vietnamese o r  U . S .  
f o r c e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Mistreatment.  According t o  t h e  way y o u ' r e  supposed 
t o ,  it probably wasn ' t  done r i g h t .  I guess you could  ca l l  
t h a t  mist reatment .  o 

Q What mistreatment?  

A. W e l l ,  t o r t u r i n g  t h e  s u s p e c t s .  

Q L e t ' s  go ove r  t h a t  once more. Who? Where? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know on t h e  f i r s t  day. Along to-
wards t h e  l a s t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  one suspec t  I was t e l i -
i n g  you about ,  he was roughed up p r e t t y  good. 

Q And t h a t  was by? 
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A.  I know some Vietnamese and whoever t h e  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  man was, b u t  I d o n ' t  know who he was. 

Q Was it t h e  same--it wasn ' t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  
you saw? Do you remember M r .  JOHNSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I know t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  were wi th  us. 
It cou ld 've  been them. I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e .  

MR WALSH: On t h e  f i r s t  day i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  where you 
s p e n t  most of  t h e  day, d i d  you s e e  JOHNSON t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was J O H N S O N ,  Yeah, because 
he  was i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q . Did you see h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  roughing up a woman 
t h e r e ?  

A. No. Something l i k e  t h a t  i s  ha rd  t o  p l a c e  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  because t h a t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  unusual f o r  something 
l i k e  that--.I mean n o t  t o  rough up a woman o r  anything l i k e  
that, b u t  you j u s t  t h i n k  about o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Q You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  ~f t h a t ?  

A .  No, b u t  on t h a t  ope ra t ion  I would say t h e  t r e a t -
ment of p r i s o n e r s  o r  suspec t s  was about t h e  same a s  it always w; 

& - Since  t h i s  i s  a l l  you can remember, t h a t  t h i s  i s  ju: 
more o r  less t y p i c a l ,  I wonder i f  you could t e l l  me what was 
t y p i c a l ?  What was t h e  k i n d  of  t h i n g  t h a t  you saw and t h e  
way they w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s ?  What were t h e  types  of 
pe r suas ion  g e n e r a l l y  used? 

A .  Sometimes t h e r e  was one o f  t h o s e  te lephones .  They 
might use  t h a t .  This one Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  he had a 
way he would bend t h e i r  f i n g e r s  back o r  something, o r  do 
something t o  them. They d i d n ' t  look l i k e  they  were r e a l l y  
t h a t  bad,  b u t  he seemed t o  g e t  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  sometimes. 

Q What k ind  of methods d i d  JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  use i f  you can r e c a l l ?  
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A. JOHNSON was s o r t  of--when he was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
someone, he wouldn ' t  be around a l o t  of people.  He t r i e d  t o  
keep i t ,  no t  hidden,  b u t  no t  where everybody could s e e  it 
and w r i t e  home and t e l l  t h e i r  mother about it. 

Q. Did you ever  have an opportuni ty t o  observe him? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  once o r  twice I might have seen him, 
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember when it was o r  anything. I saw a few 
people t h a t  he had worked on, o r  him and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  had 
worked on. 

Q Did you ever  .see any i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  use a 
k n i f e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  people? 

A. No, I never saw anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q 8  Cut t ing  them, c u t t i n g  t h e i r  hands? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  of an American i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  
c u t t i n g  o f f  p a r t  of a f i n g e r  of a de ta inee?  

A. No, I d o n r t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q-. W e l l ,  o t h e r  than using t h e  f i e l d  telephone and 
bending f i n g e r s ,  what e l s e  can you t h i n k  of t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

. A. You mentioned t h a t  one time about him kicking  a 
guy. I probably saw t h a t  a few t i m e s ,  bu t  I can 't p lace  it 
wi th  him. 

Q Any o t h e r  methods you remember of i n t e r r o g a t i o n
t h a t  were normally employed by t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  by t h e  
people who were ques t ioning?  

A. No. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any. 

COL WILSON: What happened a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  Did t h e r e  
appear t o  be any change i n  procedures o r  t a c t i c s  when you go t  
back a t  Dot t i e  and on your subsequent opera t ions?  Was t h e r e  
any change i n  your procedures o r  your methods? 

(CONGLETON) 90 APP T-229 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A.  I f  I remember, we d i d n ' t  go back down i n  t h a t  
a r e a  too much any more f o r  a long t ime. It seemed l i k e  t h e  
o t h e r  a reas  we never had too  much t r o u b l e  i n ,  so we t r e a t e d  
t h e  people  p r e t t y  n i c e  i n  those  a reas  anyway a l l  t h e  t ime. 
I d ~ n ' tknox if t h a t  was t h e  reason t h e r e  was cha?ge o r  i f  
it was because we d i d n g t  g e t  i n t o  a bad a rea .  

Q Well, your opera t ions  t h a t  you conducted back i n  
your r e g u l a r  AO, were t h e s e  t h e  same a s  always? 

A. I thought they were about t h e  same. We d i d n ' t  
burri v i l l a g e s  and a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f .  

Q You d i d n ' t ?  

A. I n  our  o t h e r  AO. 

Q. You d i d n ' t ?  

A.  No. Well, Batangan, t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ,  
too .  

Q Batangan Peninsula? 

A.  Right.  Tha t ' s  Pike going i n t o  another  world. 

A. Right ,  W e  t r e a t e d  t h a t  a b ~ u tt h e  same as  P i n k v i l l e .  
Our A0 o u t  toward Highway 1 and around Upt ight ,  we t r e a t e d  
those  people real--medics helped them o u t .  I t  was j u s t  more 
l i k e  a l i t t l e  p i c n i c  when we would go i n t o  one t h e i r  v i l l a g e s .  
We'd he lp  them. 

Q. How about on t h e  Batangan Peninsula? 

A.  No. That was a p r e t t y  bad a r e a  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. You d id  burn i t ?  

A.  We burned v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  I never heard of any mass 
s l a u g h t e r s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you go o u t  on t h e  Batangan Peninsula  a f t e r  
t h e  March opera t ion?  
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A .  Right.  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your opera t ion?  Did 
you s t i l l  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  and s t u f f ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we d i d .  

Q. Well, I want t o  be reasonably s u r e  of t h i s .  You 
burned before  i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  and you d o n ' t  t h ink  
you burned af te rwards ,  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  Well, o u t  t h e r e  t h e r e ' s  only one o r  two popu-
l a t e d  areas .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember burning any a f t e r  t h a t  
operation.. 

Q. Did t h e r e  appear t o  be any change o t h e r  than  t h a t  
i n  t h e  Batangan opera t ion?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Did t h i s  change impress you a t  a l l ?  Did you t h i n k  
something p e c u l i a r  about no t  burning o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  t h ink  burning hootches was an e f f e c t -
i v e  means of accomplishing anything. 

Q How d i d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company f e e l  about t h a t ?  

A .  I never heard too  many people say one way o r  t h e  
o the r .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  o r  people being quest ioned concerning t h e  opera-
t i o n  i n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.  No more than j u s t  he re  today, 

Q I mean be fo re  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q Nobody t h a t  you know of w a s  e v e r  quest ioned? 

A. No, I never heard of it. 

a, Did anybody e v e r  say anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being conducted? 
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A. I r ead  i n  t h e  paper  where t hey  s a i d  t h e r e  was 
one,  b u t  I never  heard  of it. 

'2 YOU were nzver  ques t ioned  and no one :70u knew 
w a s  a v e r  qnes t i o n e d ?  

A.? No. I d o n ' t  know anybody t h a t  w a s  ques t ioned .  

Q Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  anybody t h a t  you know n o t  
t o  Z i scuss  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  No. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  rumors t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  anybody t a l k  about  it. 
I k i n d  o f  t hough t  t h a t  maybe t h e r e  might be .  When o u r  p l a -
toon r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  was 38  people  k i l l e d  ove r  t h e r e ,  I 
thought  a t  t h e  t ime ,  I ' l l  b e t  it i s  a 34t of c i v i l i a n s .  W e  
went over.  t h e r e  and didn 't s e e  any b o d i e s .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
about  it t o o  much. I n  t h a t  area it d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  me about 
c i v i l i a n s  anyway. Maybe i t ' s  n o t  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
I f e l t .  

Q, D i d  ycn ever hear  &cut. azybody x o x d i n g  up c i v i -
l i a n s  and s h o o t i n g  them? 

A, No. 

Q Do you know o f  any problem w i t h  mar i juana  i n  t h e  
company? 

A. There were people  t h a t  smoked mar i juana ,  b u t  I 
never  knew o f  anyone smoking it on an o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  t y p e  of ev idence  t h a t  
might b e  of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us  b e s i d e s  t h e  photographs t h a t  
yourre t a l k i n g  about?  

A.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any th ing .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a p e  any o p e r a t i o n a l  r a d i o  b roadcas t ?  
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A. No. 

MR WALSH: Throughout t h i s  opera t ion ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a l a r g e  
p o r t i o n  of t h i s  opera t ion ,  you were on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  
I th ink  we've t r i e d  t o  cover a l l  t h e  major t h i n g s  w e  know 
about on t h i s  opera t ion  i n  our  ques t ions .  Can you t h i n k  of 
anything t h a t  you heard ,  any t ransmiss ions  dur ing  t h e  course 
of t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  we haven ' t  asked you about t h a t  might 
be  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything,  only my own 
personal  opin ion ,  j u s t  something l i k e  t h a t ,  i f  it d i d  hap-
pen. It seems t o  me i f  you want t o  win a war you j u s t  about 
have t o  t ake  it t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  ,win it. Those were t h e  
people suppor t ing  t h e  people t h a t  were shoot ing  us t h a t  
night. I think--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  So i t ' s  your impression t h a t  i n  
o r d e r  t o  win t h e  war, t h a t  kind of w a r  anyway, you've g o t  t o  
k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Well, I guess t h e r e ' s  probably o t h e r  methods t o  
win it, b u t  I guess t h a t ' s  t h e  reason I 'm no t  a genera l .  I 
don1t know how t o  win a w a r .  

Q- W e l l ,  you ' re  a c i t i z e n  and you've g o t  a r i g h t  t o  
your opinion a s  much a s  anybody e l s e  does. I a m  j u s t  in-
t e r e s t e d  i n  what it is. 

A. Well, my opinion i s  t h a t  those  people were sup-
p o r t i n g  t h e  VC i n  t h a t  a rea .  I f  you support  them i n  one way, 
say you might shoot  someone, t h a t ' s  one way you can support  
them. You can cook t h e i r  food f o r  t h e m  a t  n i g h t ,  
t h a t ' s  another  way you can support  them. Both ways are con-
t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  k i l l  Americans. 

Q When you went on t h i s  opera t ion ,  d i d  you have 
t h e  impression t h a t  t h a t ' s  what Task Force Barker w a s  doing. 
They were going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and t a k i n g  t h e  w a r  t o  
t h e  people t h a t  were t h e r e ?  

A. Well, no s p e c i f i c  orders to do this, b u t  it w a s  
s o r t  of a genera l  impression t h a t  t h a t  might be what w a s  
going t o  happen. 
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Q e  And a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  o v e r ,  you never  hea rd  
anyth ing  about  a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing .  

LTC NOLL: Was L ieu tenan t  LEWIS assigned t o  a platoon in 
t h e  f i e l d ?  

A.  Right .  

Q. Which p l a toon  was he i n ?  

A;  2d P la toon .  

0 a T h i s  was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM'S f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Not t h e  f i r s t  about--he had t a k e n  a p l a toon  o u t  
by i t s e l f  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  major 
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q . Was it common p r a c t i c e  t o  r e p a r t  a body count  i f  
t h e r e  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  n o t  a body count?  

A. Maybe n o t  common, b u t  it was done. I wouldn ' t  
say it was common a l l  t h e  t i m e .  You c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t a k e  
t o o  much s t o c k  i n  what was p u t  on t h e  l o g  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  becanse it seemed l i k e  sometimes t h e  commanding o f f i -  
cers w e r e  l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  a movie s c r i p t  and make it 
a l i t t l e  more ju i cy  f o r  t h e  people  t h a t  were going t o  r ead  
it. 

COL WILSON: We a r e  going t o  p u t  on t h i s  photograph,  "Pre-
pared  by memory i n  Washington, DC,  " and s o  f o r t h ,  and ask you 
t o  s i g n  i t  s o  w e  can i n t r o d u c e  it as an e x h i b i t .  

(Witness s i g n s  anno ta t ed  E x h i b i t  P-168, which i s  
l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  w i t h  markings as E x h i b i t  P-19 3 .  ) 

W e  want now t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make 
any s t a t e m e n t  o r  p rov ide  any a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony which you 
may want t o  o f f e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any th ing .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  you want t o  s t a t e ?  
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(Negative response,  ) 

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was anyth ing  done on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have been done? Do you f e e l  t h e r e  
was anything b a s i c a l l y  wrong? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Anything t h a t  anybody i n  B Company might have a 
pang of conscience about?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  would be  up t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  My-
s e l f ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  anyth ing  w a s  done wrong. 

Q. What about  t h e  1st Platoon? You mentioned t h a t  
they  f r equen t ly  were known t o  use l a r g e  volumes o f  f i r e ?  

A, W e l l ,  t h i s  was good a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned. 

Q. T h e r e ' s  one o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  ask 
you about.  The p o i n t  group i n  t h e  1st  Pla toon ,  TAYLOR w a s  
a member of it. Do you know t h e  o t h e r  members of t h a t  group? 

A. HOOTON and HATTAWAY--no, n o t  HATTAWAY--I b e l i e v e  
one of them w a s  k i l l e d .  I can 't remember t h e  t h i r d  one.  

Q 0. Did you know of t h i s  group? Did t h e y  have a re-
p u t a t i o n  of ' any k ind?  

A. They w e r e  supposedly r e a l  e f f i c i e n t .  

Q I n  t h e i r  job? 

A. I mean t h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  good. 

Q *  They knew t h e i r  bus iness?  

A, Right.  

Q TITTLE? 

A. Yeah, t h o s e  t h r e e ,  

Q Did you e v e r  have any reason t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  they 
would do anything such a s  commit an a t r o c i t y  of any kind? 
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A,  Not any more than  anybody else would. I never  
s a w '  them do any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

MR WALSH: D o  you know who t h e  RTO's w e r e  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
aeC; i n  A Company o r  i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A .  No. I w a s n ' t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any of  them, I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e .  

COL WILSON: What d i d  you do w i t h  your  SOI's  when you g o t  
t h r o u g h  with them? Did you d e s t r o y  them o r  t u r n  them i n ?  

A. W e  burned them. 

Q How o f t e n  d i d  you change? 

A. Once a month. Usua l ly  once a month. 

Q. But t h e  change w a s  merely f r equenc ie s  w a s n ' t  i t ?  
You d i d n ' t  change c a l l  s i g n s ?  

A.  Sometimes we changed t h e  ca l l  s i g n s ,  t o o .  A l l  
t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  on Task Force  Ba rke r ,  w e  had t h e  same c a l l  
s i g n s ,  I b e l i e v e .  There w a s  a change i n  t h e  procedure  
th roughout  t h e  whole d i v i s i o n  o v e r  t h e r e ,  sometime i n  May I 
t h i n k  it w a s .  

0- What k ind  of  change? 

A.  When w e  went o v e r  t h e  company commander was Bravo 
6 ,  t h a t  was h i s  c a l l  s i g n .  The b a t t a l i o n  commander w a s  D i a -
mond Head 6 .  Then l a t e r  on i n  t h e  y e a r  t hey  changed from--
i n s t e a d  of  s a y i n g  6 ,  t hey  would say  some "of f  t h e  w a l l "  number 
l i k e  52 o r  something,  Diamond Head 52 o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

COL WILSON: M r .  CONGLETON, I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you 
n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  as 
you may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
perhaps ,  w e  never  know, you may be  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  
a c o u r t - m a r t i a l  o r  a l e g i s l a t i v e  committee,  o r  a n o t h e r  ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e  board ,  i n  which c a s e  t h i s  warning i s  n o t  p e r t i -
n e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  go ahead and d i s c u s s  b e f o r e  t h i s  t y p e  
of group any th ing  t h a t  you've d i s c u s s e d  h e r e .  The main 
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t h i n g  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  the p r e s s  and t h e  p u b l i c  and 
o t h e r  members of your u n i t  whom you may run i n t o ,  because 
we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bottom of t h i s .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  
it i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

(Aer ia l  photograph annotated i n  accordance with 
MR CONGLETONts testimony was rece ived  i n t o  evidence as 
E x h i b i t  P-19 3 .  ) 

The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1543 hours ,  '29 January 
1970. ) 
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COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16-19 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Se rgean t ,  B/4/3. 

PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  
hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and noncombatants ?was given 
p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam (pg. 4 ) .  Most o f  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  Lies cozp le t ed  ~ r i c rts h i s  arriLrzl a t  t h e  u n i t  
on 4 November 1967 (pg. 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  were makeup 
c l a s s e s ,  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  which were g iven  a t  n i g h t ,  because 
t h e  daytime w a s  s p e n t H z e r o i n g "  t h e  new M-16 r i f l e s  (pg. 4 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when they  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, 
they  had classes on handl ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 6 )  . He s t a t e d  
the s n i t  had t a g s  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  which were given t o  a l l  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and t o  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  (pg. 7 ) .  These 
were s t a n d a r d  t a g s  and were used f o r  documents, as w e l l  a s  
p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was shown ~ x h i b i t  M-2, 
" ~ i n eRules"  and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  t h e  c a r d  
b e f o r e  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  he had been i s s u e d  t h e  
c a r d  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  H e  knew t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  mandatory c a r d s  
t h a t  had t o  b e  i s s u e d  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  Hawaii,  b u t  he  could  
n o t  r e c a l l  which th sy  were (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
~ x h i b i tM - 3 ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  He 
could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  ca rds  be ing  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  ( pg .9 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain  MICHLES f r e q u e n t l y  mentioned 
t o  t h e  company t h a t  t hey  were n o t  t o  go i n  and s h o o t  t h e  
c a t t l e  t h a t  belonged t o  t n e  farmers  (pg. 4 6 )  . This  was 

. t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  conserve  t h e i r  
ammunition and were n o t  t o  s h o o t  up popula ted  a r e a s  
unneces sa r i l y  (pg. 4 6 )  . 
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2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was normal f o r  Captain 
MICHLES t o  b r i e f  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  on an opera t ion  
(pgs. 1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  Although t h e  wi tness  sometimes a t tended t h e  
b r i e f i n g s ,  he f e l t  t h a t  he was usual ly  t r y i n g  t o  ga the r  
ammunition and equipment p r i o r  t o  t h e  move o u t  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  company was p r e s e n t  a t  LZ Uptight 
on 15 March 1968, b u t  t h a t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  a p a r t i c u l a r  
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  any o r d e r s  
given o u t  t o  burn a v i l l a g e  o r  t o  des t roy  foodstocks (pg. 1 4 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  they came across  a dese r t ed  VC v i l l a g e  on 
o t h e r  opera t ions  they would burn it (pg. 1 4 )  . ~ n y t i m e  they 
ran  across  food it would be destroyed,  i f  t h e r e  was a smal l  
amount, o r  brought back i n ,  i f  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  JOHNSON, from t h e  M I ,  

would be t h e  one who would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a v i l l a g e  w a s  VC 
and was t o  be burned (pg. 15)  . The witness  never  heard any- 
one say i n  advance t h a t  they were going t o  go i n  and burn a 
v i l l a g e  u n t i l  they  received c learance  from "higher  up" 
(pg. 1 6 )  . This c l ea rance  would apply whether they were i n  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion a r e a  o r  i n  t h e i r  own A 0  (pgs.  16,  1 7 ) .  
The witness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  u n i t  
toward t h e  Vietnamese was "good", although t h e  u n i t  had 
never r e a l l y  had c l o s e  con tac t  w i t h  Vietnamese (pg. 4 6 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT CN MY LAI .  

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

The wi tness  d i d  no t  go o u t  with t h e  u n i t  on 
1 6  March. He r e c a l l e d  t h e  news coming over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN had been k i l l e d  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The wi tness  
had remained a t  LZ Uptight i n  o r d e r  t o  round up t h e  equipment 
(pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  t h a t  they k i l l e d  
30 VC, e a r l y  i n  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 2 3 ) .  The only f a c t  t h a t  
s tood o u t  i n  h i s  mind was t h e  death of  COCHRAN . (pg. 23) . 

A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March, 

The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  he went t o  t h e  f i e l d  on 
1 7  March (pg. 1 8 ) .  He had no p a r t i c u l a r  reason f o r  r e c a l l i n g  
t h i s  d a t e  (pg. 20) . He could n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  u n i t  was 
laagered w i t h  c h a r l i e  Company when he joined h i s  men (pg.21). 
I t  was l a t e r  announced t h a t  it was determined t h a t  t h e  
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se rgean t  was no t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  on 17 March 
(pg. 2 9 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  v i s i t i n g  
TAYLOR i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  on 17 March a f t e r  TAYLOR had been 
medevac'd wi th  a  wounded f o o t  (pg. 30) . The se rgean t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he usual ly  v i s i t e d  people i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  
Chu La i  i n  t h e  morning (pg. 3 1  . H e  r e c a l l e d  b r i n g i n g  
TAYLOR some c i g a r e t t e s  and l ea rn ing  about t h e  mine i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 3 3 ) .  I f  t h e  wi tness  joined t h e  u n i t  on t h e  17 th ,  
he could n o t  r e c a l l  whether v i l l a g e s  were burned a s  they 
moved s o u t h  (pg. 33) . 

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

The wi tness  was t o l d  t h a t  on 18 March, t h e  company 
found 3,000 pounds of r i c e  (pg. 3 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on a number of 
times they  found and packed r i c e  i n t o  sandbags (pg. 38) . 

d. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 9  March. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
on the morning of  t h e  1 9 t h ,  un less  he had g o t t e n  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  a f t e r  t h e  u n i t  wasr-mortared (pg. 3 2 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  
he r e c a l l e d  MILUS being k i l l e d  (pg. 32) .  He could r e c a l l  
going a c r o s s  var ious  br idges  while  i n  Vietnam, b u t  he d i d  
no t  remember e x a c t l y  t h e  events  on 1 9  March (pg. 33) .  
He gave an example of  one time c ross ing  a  b r idge ,  rece iv ing  
f i r e ,  and drawing back, while  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon was l ay ing  
down a  base  of f i r e  (pg. 33) .  

e. Recal l  o f  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  National 
Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees  i n  a  l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg. 36) .  
H e  was n o t  p r e s e n t  when t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
p r i soners  and s h o t  them, nor d i d  he r e c a l l  Captain KOTOUC 
chopping anyone's f i n g e r  o f f  (pgs. 36, 37) . He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  MEDINA ever  f i r i n g  over  t h e  head of  a  de ta inee  
(pg. 37) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  photographer being p resen t  
with t h e  u n i t  (pgs.  38, 3 9 ) .  The wi tness  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  
any evacuat ion of wounded Vietnamese (pg. 39) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  never heard of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  being made i n t o  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t  (pg. 42) : .  

S U M  APP T-152 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


The f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  he knew about i t ,  was when he s a w  
it i n  t h e  newspaper (pg. 4 2 )  . The wi tness  descr ibed  
an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a  man named EBINGER, who was a man 
with a  p r o f i l e  t h a t  remained near  t h e  TOC, p u l l i n g  
s e c u r i t y ,  wrote t o  P res iden t  JOHNSON i n  September o r  
October of  1968, and i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  
were rapes  occurr ing  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  and t h a t  t h e  u n i t  
se rgean t  major had conf i sca ted  t h e  only t h r e e  b o t t l e s  o f  
leech r e p e l l e n t  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  had (pgs. 42-45). These 
a l l e g a t i o n s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d  by a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  
(pg. 4 4 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  EBINGER would be t o l d  
t a l e s  by men who w e r e  r e tu rn ing  from t h e  f i e l d .  They once 
t o l d  him t h a t  they had raped an e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  although 
t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was p resen t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
nothing had happened (pg. 43) . EBINGER would b e l i e v e  
these  s t o r i e s  (pg. 4 3 )  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  EBINGER's 
l e t t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 46).  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  Dave CARTER, 1409 Walnut 
E l  Sequendo, C a l i f o r n i a ,  90245, had four  hours worth of  
s l i d e s  taken whi le  he  was t h e  platoon l e a d e r  o f  t h e  t h i r d  
platoon (pg. 1 5 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  CARTER con t inua l ly  
took p i c t u r e s  which he s e n t  home t o  be developed (pg. 2 1 ) .  

b.  The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  BOATMAN, 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  Forward Observer, a t t ached  t o  t h e i r  company 
from 6 / 1 1  would know much about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  about t h e  
u n i t  (pg. 1 9 )  . 

c. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  he saw t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  newspaper, he had spoken wi th  CARTER who s a i d  
t h a t  he had heard  no rumors concerning t h e  occurrence of an 
i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  2 2 ,  23) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  CARTER t o l d  him he 
was going t o  check some l e t t e r s  which he had w r i t t e n  t o  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  t o  s e e  if they contained any information (pg.23).  

d. The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p r i d e  was high i n  Task 
Force Barker,  and c i t e d  an example where people would buy 
t h e  u n i t  patch wi th  t h e i r  own money (pgs . 23, 2 4 )  . 

e. The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  81 r a d i o  which 
remained a t  LZ Uptight was a l s o  used f o r  r e l a y  message 
purposes (pg. 25). 
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f .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Se rgean t  CONGLETON 
was 	 t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  and t h e  RTO f o r  Capta in  MICHLES 
(pgs .  2 6 ,  27,  3 6 ) .  

g .  The w i t n e s s  i n d e n t i f i e d  SILVA a s  a medic f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ,  SWEENY, a s  a s e n i o r  medic, and 
S p e c i a l i s t  LEE a s  t h e  medic , fo r  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  (pg. 2 8 ) .  

h .  The w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he thought  Colonel  
BARKER was o u t s t a n d i n g  a s  an  o f f i c e r  (pg.  4 1 ) .  H e  c i t e d  
examples where BARKER would medevac wounded peop le ,  a f t e r  
l e a r n i n g  o f  it through h i s  moni tor ing o f  t h e  r a d i o s  (pg.41) .  
H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER would t a k e  s u p p l i e s  o u t  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  o r  l oan  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  t h e  use  o f  va r ious  
t roops  (pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 )  . 

i. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Capta in  MICHLES f r e q u e n t l y  
c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  i n  a group and t o l d  them t h a t  
i f  any o f  them touched any o f  t h e  b c a l  women, he would g i v e  
them a  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  (pg.  45) . The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  hea rd  t h i s  done a t  l e a s t  a dozen t i m e s .  He f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  warning inc luded  t h e  use  by t h e  men o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e ,  vhich was o f f  l i m i t s  t o  t h e i r  company 
(pg. 4 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a few s o l d i e r s  
i n  t h e  u n i t  wi th  VD, which they p icked  up i n  t h e  Chu La i  
a r e a  (pg. 4 7 ) .  

j. The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  Major CALHOUN a s  an o u t -  
s t a n d i n g  pe r son ,  who had t o l d  c a p t a i n  MICHLES t h a t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  w a s  n o t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  any more (pg. 4 7 ) .  

k .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew o f -  one person i n  
trle u n i t ,  named CANTU, who used mar i juana  (pg. 48) . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he a l s o  thought  t h a t  someone i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
u n i t s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  was s e l l i n g  it (pg.  4 8 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 
1 


M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card "The Enemy 

M- 3 i n  Your Hands " 

Task Force  Barker  l o g ,  
1 6  M a r  68  

Task Force  Barker  l o g ,  
- 14-1 8 Mar 64 

M-24 	 R o s t e r ,  B/4/3 

Copy of  Se rgean t  


NOTES 	 PAGES 
Wi thad . seen  I 
b e f o r e .  1 7  
W l t  d l d  n o t  r e c a l l  I 
t h e  c a r d  be ing  8 , 9
~ s s u e d .  

VC K I A  f i g u r e s  

s i v e n  t o  w i t ,  who 25 

d i d  n o t  f e e l  they  

were-unusual. 

W i t  d i d  n o t  f e e l  

t hey  were unusual .  25 

Turned i n  by t h e  

w i t n e s s .  . 2 

In t roduced  by t h e  

w i t n e s s .  35 

Used t o  r e f r e s h  

w i t n e s s '  memory. 11 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  09 4 %  h o u r s ,  1 4  January 
19-70.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR E The fo l lowing  persons  are p resen t :  MR WALSH, COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL , and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  F i r s t  Se rgean t  Wilhelm DAHNER. 

(1SG DAHNER w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, grade, and S o c i a l  Secur- 
ity number. 

A, Wilhelm DAHNER, F i r s t  S e r g e a n t ,  : . . 
XCDR : S t a t e  your  branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n .  

A. Army, I n f a n t r y ,  Company A ,  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  13 th  BCT 
Brigade,  F o r t  Ord, C a l i f o r n i a .  

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
1 would l i k e  t o  in form you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

The Peers  Inqu i ry  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and making recommen-
d a t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of  March 1968. I n  
conduct ing h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  PEERS determined t h a t  
it w a s  neces sa ry  t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
ground and a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  du r ing  t h e  
pe r iod  of 16 through 19 March 1968. H e  t h e r e f o r e  appoin ted  
t h i s  boa rd ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  In t e rv i ew Team C ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  
pe r sonne l  of  B / 4 / 3  and t o  p repa re  a complete d e s c r i p t i o n  of  
t h e  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n  of B Company and i t s  a t t achmen t s .  You may 
expec t  General  PEERS and o t h e r  members of  h i s  board  t o  j o i n  
t h i s  group a t  any t i m e ,  o r  it may be  recornrne~ded t h a t  he j o i n  
t h e  board  w h i l e  you a r e  h e r e .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t a k e n  under o a t h .  A verba t im 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  made 
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i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t a k e n  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  of  it 
may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  t h i s  board w i l l  f o l l ow a 
ch rono log ica l  sequence of q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i rs t  series of 
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  concerned wi th  t h i n g s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the 
movement t o  t h e  Republ ic  of  Vietnam. The second series w i l l  
i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March. The t h i r d  series w i l l  concern t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  and p o s s i b l y  19 March. The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  
concern p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on what I ' v e  s a i d ?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Before  w e  beg in  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  s e r g e a n t ,  i f  
a t  any t ime  you have any document which would be of  i n t e r e s t  
t o  t h e  boa rd ,  when w e  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  t ype  of q u e s t i o n i n g ,  be  
s u r e  and b r i n g  them o u t .  I unders tand  from Major THOMAS t h a t  
you d i d  b r i n g  some a long ,  and I a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  ve ry  much. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a s  an e x h i b i t  t h e  B Company r o s t e r ,  
which has  been a d j u s t e d  by TAG, on t h e  16 th  o f  March, 1968.  
This  r o s t e r  should  r e f l e c t  t h e  pe r sonne l  who w e r e  a s s i g n e d  
t o  B Company a t  t h e  t i m e .  

RCDR: This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-24. 

COL WILSON: Do you have a document t h e r e ,  s e r g e a n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  This  i s  a s h i p ' s  m a n i f e s t  as w e  were 
l e a v i n g  H a w a i i .  There  i s  on ly  two p e o p l e ' s  names miss ing  o f f  
of t h i s .  There w a s  a  Capta in  MICHLES and Se rgean t  WHILEY. 
They went w i t h  t h e  advanced p a r t y ,  t h e  company commander and 
t h e  supply s e r g e a n t .  Anybody l i n e d  o f f  d i d  n o t  s h i p ,  and a l l  
t h e  people  w e r e  added t o  t h e  r o s t e r  are i n  t h e  back.  They 
were e i t h e r  omi t t ed  o r  t hey  were new replacements  t h a t  w e  
go t  i n  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute.  

Q- T h i s  document i s  d a t e d  2 1  November 1967. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Right.  

Q 0 What we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do a c t u a l l y ,  s e r g e a n t ,  i s  f i x  
t h e  personnel  assignment on 1 6 ,  17 ,  18 ,  and 19 March. However, 
we can make a copy of t h i s  document and hold  it and poss ib ly  
e n t e r  it l a t e r  as an e x h i b i t  and give t h e  o r i g i n a l  back t o  you. 

A .  Now, t h i s  was a l l  t h e  people t h a t  were awarded t h e  
C I B .  These would be more o r  l e s s  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
Two people w e r e n ' t  on t h e r e  because they had t h e  C I B  b e f o r e ,  
Sergeant  BOWMAN and WISE, 'Sergeant  WISE. They were both i n  Nam 
befo re ,  and t h e  C I B  was i s sued  p r i o r  t o  them. They d i d n ' t  
g e t  it a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q This  document i s  da ted  t h e  3rd of February,  1 9 6 8 .  
This would have been awarded, I suppose, a f t e r  one of your 
first--what i s  it based on, a 30-day--

A. ( In terpos ing)  A 30-day dura t ion .  This  I know was 
q u i t e  sene t i m e  a f t e rwards  whec w e  gst rho CIE's. Colonel 
ATKINS d i d  p r e s e n t  them t o  us a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q Who d id?  

A. Colonel ATKINS. He was, ah--

Q. 4/3/? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q The b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A .  Right .  

Q And he presented  t h e s e  t o  you where? 

A. On LZ Dot t i e .  I t  was on a Sunday. I remember it. 
I t  was on a Sunday. The f i r s t  time we go t  t h e r e  we go t  t h e r e  
on a Saturday,  l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  and Sunday morning he 
i s sued  them t o  us.  I ' v e  go t  more cop ies ,  s ir .  You can have 
a l l  of them. 

0. W e  can have t h i s  copy? 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  You can have a l l  o f  them. 

Q We' l l  ho ld  S p e c i a l  Order Number 34  f o r  p o s s i b l e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  l a te r .  

S e r g e a n t ,  what was your ass ignment  on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I was the f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of B / 4 / 3 .  

Q. What w a s  your  g rade  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  F i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  E-8. 

Q Now, on t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  moving t o  t h e  Republic
of Vietnam, and I assume by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have t h e  s h i p s  
r o s t e r  t h a t  you went ove r  w i th  B Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d i d .  

Q Were you g iven  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  l eav ing
Hawaii r e g a r d i n g  t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  o r  noncombat-
a n t s ?  

A.  S i r ,  a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was t aken  care o f  p r i o r  
t o  a r r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam. I g o t  t h e r e  t h e  4 th  of  November, 
and w e  l e f t  t h e  5 th  of December. They d i d  have a l o t  of  
makeup c l a s s e s .  L c a n ' t  t e l l  you exactly what t h e y  were. 
W e  w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of g e t t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  ready t o  s h i p .  

Q So a t  t h e  t i m e  you were t h e r e ,  t h i s  1-month p e r i o d  
p r i o r  t o  shipment ,  you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  go t o  any t r a i n i n g ?  The 
t r a i n i n g  had been completed? 

A. No, s i r ,  Well ,  most of it was completed.  I know 
t h e y  d i d  have c l a s s e s ,  and they  d i d  have some a t  n i g h t .  What 
t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  remember, s i r .  They d i d  have 
a l o t  of makeup c l a s s e s ,  and t h e y  were given a t  n i g h t  due t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  have t h e s e  c l a s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  day 
t ime because we g o t  t h e  new M-16 r i f l e s .  Everybody had t o  
go o u t  t h e r e  and z e r o  i n  t h e i r  new weapon. 

Q T h i s  i s  w h i l e  you were t h e r e ?  

4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-152 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Right ,  sir.  Every man pe r sona l ly  went o u t  t h e r e ,  
and t h e r e  was no problem t h e r e ,  sir. Every man was w i l l i n g  
t o  go o u t  t h e r e .  

Q You keep waving t h i s  notebook around. Is t h i s  
your personal  notebook? 

-
A.  Yes, i t  is.  I have a few names t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
t h ink  of  some of t h e  names. This was my o rde r ly  room o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  Only it was t h e  same book l i k e  t h i s .  A l l  t h e  
people  i n  t h e  f r o n t  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  and t h e  
ones l a t e r  on w e r e  wounded. When I was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I 
j u s t  have t h e  names w r i t t e n  down wi th  a space i n  between. 
I d i d n ' t  have noth ing  on them due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  I go t  
cap tured  o r  something nobody would know what i t ' s  about.  

Q What does t h a t  numbering system i n  h e r e  mean? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  p la toons  they  were i n .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  numbers on t h e  l e f t  a r e  sequence
numbers, and t h e  numbers on t h e  r i g h t  a r e  p la toon  assignment,  
r i g h t ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q Would you mind i f  w e  make a copy of t h i s ?  

A .  I never  wrote  no d a t e s  because I c o u l d n ' t  remember 
t h e  d a t e s .  This  was i n  o rde r  a s  they happened. 

Q That would be  i n  sequence? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

A. R i g h t .  

Q W e  would want t o  make a copy of t h a t ,  a Xerox copy,
and g ive  you your notebook back. 

A. Well,  s i r ,  when you come t o  t h e  wounded t h e r e ,  you 
w i l l  s e e  some names underl ined.  
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Q . Y e s ,  i n  r ed .  

A .  Those w e r e  men who w e r e  wounded and w e  shipped them 
i n  and l a t e r  t hey  d i d  d i e .  

Q Okay. When we g e t  cop ies  of t h a t  l a t e r ,  we w i l l  
probably come back wi th  some q u e s t i o n s  on it. Do you r e c a l l  
a t  any t ime a JAG o f f i c e r  coming down and l e c t u r i n g  t h e  u n i t  
on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  o r  r u l e s  of l a n d  war fa re  o r  any 
s u b j e c t s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  To my knowledge, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Do you know i f  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  was given on 
t h e  hand l ing  of PW I s ,  noncombatants? 

A .  I know everytime we h i t  a f i r e  b a s e ,  we d i d  have 
c l a s s e s  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e .  I know it w a s  brought  
up about hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  and about t agg ing  them and about 
c a s u a l t i e s ;  and t h i s  i s  something we gave because when we had a 
c a s u a l t y ,  everybody f o r g o t  t o  make ou t  t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t .  
I n  f a c t ,  I made over  h a l f  of  them. A s  soon a s  we had a 
c a s u a l t y  I went over  t h e r e  t o  make s u r e  it was tagged;  made 
o u t  a c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t .  One went wi th  t h e  body and t h e r e  was 
ano the r  one. I k e p t  it, and I d i d n ' t  send it i n  u n t i l  we 
had somebody going on s i c k  c a l l  o r  someone going i n  f o r  
some reason .  I p e r s o n a l l y  gave it t o  him and t o l d  him t o  
g ive  t o  t h e  company c l e r k .  That  way I made s u r e  a copy g o t  
i n  t h e r e ,  p l u s  we c a l l e d  it i n  on t h e  r a d i o .  T h i s  way I 
had t h e  coo rd ina t e s  and eve ry th ing  on t h e r e  f o r  a backup 
t o  keep on f i l e  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. 

Q What happened t o  t h o s e  f i l e s ,  I wonder? 

A. They might be  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room s t i l l .  I d o n ' t  
know. A s  soon a s  we had a c a s u a l t y ,  I made a r e p o r t  and one 
went i n  w i t h  t h e  body and one I k e p t ,  and I would send t h a t  
one i n  p e r s o n a l l y .  I mean I wouldn ' t  send it i n  wi th  no 
chopper. I made s u r e  someone was going back t o  t h e  company. 
Maybe once he made t h e  r e p o r t ,  they  threw them away. I made 
s u r e  t h e r e  were w i tnes ses  who were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime ,  and pu t  
t he  names on t h e r e  sc i f  t h e r e  were any q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e y ' d  
know how t o  g e t  what was t h e r e .  
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8- Was t h i s  a  spec ia l - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  This was c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s .  

Q 0 Regular r e p o r t s ?  

A. Right.  Also, on handl ing t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  we d i d  have 
t a g s  f o r  p r i s o n e r s .  We had t o  t a g  them and a l s o  documents and 
t h i s .  These were given t o  a l l  t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  and platoon 
s e r g e a n t s ,  bu t  I c a r r i e d  it with me due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d i d  
l o s e  platoon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  s o  f a s t  t h a t  I always 
had them a v a i l a b l e .  

Q* The tags for--

A. [ In terpas ing)  The t a g s  £01: t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and t h e  
t a g s  for any documents. 

Q Were t h e s e  s t andard  t a g s ,  the type  you were i ssued?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. Sergeant ,  I show you Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  
"Mine R1rn1.e~~ ' '  T h i s  i s  t h e  facsimile of a ~ a l l e t - s i z e dca rd ,  
f r o n t  and back page. Have you seen t h i s  card? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, I've seeil k12is C~-a.Lc.-..~'4e 

Q - Wnea d i d  you s e e  it? 

A. I c a = l d n t t  say t h a t  it was exactly l i k e  t h i s ,  bu t  
it had r u l e s  on t h e r e .  Sometime when I was over  i n  Nam. 

Q. Did they  i s s u e  you a ca rd  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. They d i d  i s s u e  many c a r d s ,  sir. 

Q. Where d i d  they i s s u e  these?  

A. W e  had cards i s s u e d  in Hawaii, I remember, on t h e  
M - 1 6 .  In f a c t ,  I s t i l l  got  it. I was looking through my wal-
let the o t h e r  day t r y i n g  t o  come up 'with a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  and 
I know they i s sued  everybody t h e s e  c a r d s ,  t h e  Geneva Convention 
Card and--
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1 
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This  is  a GTA, Graphic Tra in ing  Aid, 
21-1-3, M-16A1, r i f l e  and maintenance card.  How about t h e  
MACV ca rd ,  t h e  cards  t h a t  were publ ished by t h e  M i l i t a r y  Assistance 
Command, Vietnam? Were those  i s sued  t o  you? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which ones they  were, 
sir.  

Q .  Do you remember where they  were i s sued?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  Anytime anything came i n  through 
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s i r ,  it always came o u t  with t h e  mai l .  

Q. Do you remember any b lanke t  i s s u e  of  documents f o r  
every man i n  t h e  unit? 

A.  I know t h e r e  were mandatory cards  t h a t  they d i d  have 
t o  have p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  Hawaii, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what they  
were. 

Q. There w e r e  mandatory cards? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I know t h i s ,  t h e  M-16 ca rd  was and t h e i r  
s h o t  records  and Geneva Convention cards .  1 
Q. Where was t h i s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  they had t o  have these?  
Was t h i s  i n  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  came down p r i o r  t o  depar ture?  

A. I know th is - -  

( In te rpos ing)  POR i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. . .I ,d o n ' t  know whether it was given o u t  a t  a company 
commander's meeting o r  what,  s i r .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  it i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s i r .  

Q *  The nex t  e x h i b i t  i s  Exhibi t  M-3,  and t h i s  card  i s  
e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands," with a MACV i n s i g n i a  on 
t h e  f r o n t .  I t  i s  two pages,  a f acs imi le  copy. Have you ever  
seen t h i s  card? Y o u r l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h a t  has some t r a n s l a t i o n  
on it. 
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A. T o  my knowledge, I can't remember, s i r .  Not t h a t  I 
knew o f ,  s ir .  

'2 You don" remember t h e s e  c a r d s  be ing  i s s u e d  t o  your
u n i t ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q 2 When the ulnit.go t  i n t o  Vietnam, did t h e y  go i n t o  a 
t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. We landed  i n  Bronco, and t h e y  gave us minor 
o p e r a t i o n s  around t h e  v i l l a g e s  around there, 

&. And was t h e r e  any t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ,  fcrmal- type t r a i n i n g ,
c l a s s e s ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

@ RE< t h e  t r a i n i n g - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e y  d i d  have 
t h i s  Vietnamese v i l l a g e  where t hey  d i d  have t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  
and t h e y  did--everybody went through it. They showed you 
about  booby t r a p s  and what t o  look f o r  and how t o  f i n d  them. 
T h i s  was =.r- all. d257 z f f z i r .  They had a r e g i ~ l a rP7C vi.lLage s e t  
, and I know t h e y  had a war ran t  o f f i c e r  from t h e  B r i t i s h  Army 
an t h e r e ,  and he  was one o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  a very  good i n s t r u c t o i  

I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  and t h e y  had us broken down i n  smal l  
groups,  PO peop le  t o  a group,  and they  went from s t a t i o n  t o  
s t a t i o n .  

Q. Do you know t h i s  war ran t ?  Was he A u s t r a i l i a n ?  

A. H e  was A u s t r a i l i a n .  H e  had an Eng l i sh  a c c e n t ,  very 
good. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e m e h e r  any c l a s s e s  b e i n g  h e l d  on r u l e s  
of l a n d  w a r f a r e  and such as t h a t .  

(Witness g i v e s  no response .  ) 
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A l l  r i g h t .  When you s a i d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  do you mean. you 
conducted t r a i n i n g - t y p e  sweep o p e r a t i o n s ?  Is t h a t  what you mean? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  move now t o  t h e  p e r i o d  j u s t  p reced ing
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  on March, 1968 .  What 
I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  do i s  t o  d e s c r i b e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you 
can recal l ,  i f  you a t t e n d e d ,  o r  whatever  you know about my com-
pany b r i e f i n g  which was g iven  t o  o u t l i n e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  
t o  t h e  NCO I s ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  , o r  t h e  e n t i r e  company, whichever 
way it w a s  g iven.  T e l l  m e  a l l  you know about  t h a t .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  1 6 t h  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind a t  a l l .  
I mean, one day was l i k e  ano the r  day. When we w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
we g o t  up e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning p r i o r  a t  d a y l i g h t ,  and w e  went 
wherever w e  were t o l d ,  s ea rched  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  check i t  o u t ,  
and w e  would con t inue  on. The 1 6 t h  has  no meaning t o  me, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  m e  d e s c r i b e  it l i k e  t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March was t h e  f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t  
B Company went on. I may be  wrong. B Company had been on a 
couple  of o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I mean, b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  o p e r a t i o n s .  
We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about  your  company and p l a t o o n  sweeps, b u t  
I mean where you w e r e  working wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  You had 
about n i n e  s l i c k s  involved  and two gunships  which probably  came 
i n  and p icked  t h e  company up sometime between 0700 and 0800 i n  
t h e  morning. 

A.  T h i s  d i d  happen q u i t e  o f t e n .  The whole company w a s  
a i r  l i f t e d  o u t .  J u s t  one day d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t .  

Q. I see, 

A.  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind 
about  t h e  1/20,  I remember q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s ,  and they  had 
one p l a toon  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  b r i d g e  up a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and I know 
they  w e r e  h u r t i n g  f o r  people  t h a t  day. They p u l l e d  t h e  peop le  
i n  from t h e  b r i d g e ,  and they  took them and t h e y  were going t o  
CA them o u t .  The company w a s  g e t t i n g  formed t o  CA o u t .  I t h i n k  
we only took two p l a t o o n s  o u t ,  and they  went o u t  b e f o r e ,  and 
t h e n ,  I d o n ' t  know, when w e  were l and ing  t h e r e ,  we landed t h e r e  
where C h a r l i e  Company was,  and t h e y  took two people  on t h e  o t h e r  
s l i c k s  t h a t  were wounded a l r eady .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  
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s t ands  ou t  i n  my mind. 

2. Let me f i g u r e  some way of t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h i s  t ime 
pe r iod  t o  youp now. I would l i k e  t o  s e e  a copy of t h e  B Com-
pany morning r e p o r t .  I want you t o  be s u r e ,  before  you s t a r t  
on t h i s ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. Right, sir.  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S i r ,  d i d  we have any c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  day? 

B. Well, t h i s  i s  what w e k e  goliiy t o  check. 

A.  I f  t h e r e  were c a s u a l t i e s r  t h i s  reminds me of a cer-
t a i n  area .  

Q - What i s  i t ?  


RCDR : T h i s  i s  Exh ib i t  R-4,  s ir .  


Q. Okay, I have Exh ib i t  3-4: which i s  B Company Morning 
Report. You d i d  have c a s u a l t i e s ,  I know. Let  me go t o  t h e  16th  
and t h e  1 7 t h  of March, because I ' m  n o t  sure xhich  day you picked 
the? np, The l 6 t h  of Merch you shcu ace lass POTTER, Richard . 7 -R . ,  TVT, E-2. He went t o  t h e  surgrccd  P i n  Chu Lai .  On?.csr i tal  
t h e  17th  you go t  a s t a f f  se rgean t ;  it h o k s  l i k e  WEBSTER. 

A .  WEBSTER, r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. H e  was k i l l e d .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  He was k i l l e d ,  and Sergeant  WILLIAMS should 
have been k i l l e d  t h a t  same t ime,  t h e  same day. 

0.  Lieutenant  SPRAGGINS. 

A. Lieutenant  SPRAGGINS was wounded. 

Q. Was wounded, and WILLINGHAM.  Well, we c a r r y  WILLIAMS--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, s i r ,  he was missing,  because 
what happened, the  body went one p l a c e  and h i s  records  went 
to another  
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p l a c e .  They had a h o s p i t a l  s h i p  over  t h e n ,  Chu L a i ,  and .un t i1  
they confirmed i t - - t h i s  opera t ion ,  I was on LZ Dot t i e .  I d i d n ' t  
go out  on t h a t  day. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  now? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember t h a t  day? 

A .  Right ,  s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  I was i n  t h e  TOC when Major 
CALHOUN got  a c a l l  on t h e  r a d i o  about Sergeant  WILLIAMS be ing  
wounded, and I was i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. The only reason I mentioned these  names i s  t h a t  I 
am t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  d a t e s .  I can a l s o  go over  t h o s e  on t h e  18th 
i f  it would h e l p  you any more. But you do have t h i s  t ime f i x e d  
i n  your mind now, r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q I am s o r r y ,  I ' v e  got  t h e  wrong d a t e .  Disregard.  On 
t h e  16th  of March t h e  t o t a l  i s  a l o s s  of s i x  people.  Now, t h e s e  
l o s s e s  were a s  fol lows:  COCHRAN, who was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  was k i l l e d ; '  
CANTU, WILBER, and GURTA went t o  t h e  s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l  i n  Chu 
Lai  . 
A. I remember t h i s  opera t ion .  We moved o u t ,  s i r ;  it 
was about 7 o ' c lock  o r  s o  i n  t h e  morning. LZ Uptight  i s  where 
we were a t ,  I remember, I n  f a c t ,  we had a l l  our  mortars and 
t h i s  s t u f f .  I s tayed back t o  make su re  they went back i n  to--
we had t o  g e t  a l l  our s t u f f  secured.  I t  was one of those  rush 
d e a l s  about moving o u t .  I know I t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
because h i s  wife  j u s t  had a baby, and I know I t a l k e d  t o  him. 
No sooner than we got  t h i s  s t u f f  rounded up, we got  it over  t h e  
r a d i o  t h a t  he was k i l l e d .  I wasn ' t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h i s  
t ime. I was on LZ Uptight  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q L e t t s  go back f o r  a moment t o  t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  day be-
fo re  t h i s  opera t ion .  Was t h e r e  any b r i e f i n g  conducted t h a t  day 
which descr ibed  t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  was going t o  t ake  p l a c e  t h e  
next  day o r  2 o r  3 days,  o r ,  how long were you gofng t o  be i n  
t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  the--well ,  captain 
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MICHLES, everytime he d i d  g e t  t h e  word, he d i d  have a b r i e f i n g  
wi th  a l l  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s .  I d o n ' t  remember what exac t ly  
was s a i d  o r  anything.  

Q - D i d  you a t t e n d  those  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Sometimes, sir. Usual ly,  I was t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  care  
of a11 t h e  ammunition and making su re  a l l  t h e  s t u f f  was ready 
and g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  ready t o  move o u t .  Some I d i d  and some I 
d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  one where he s a i d  we would 
be a i r  l i f t e d  o u t  about 7 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning, and then  they 
d i d n ' t  show up u n t i l  about 7:30. 

Q - Was t h e  e n t i r e  company on Uptight'? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

42 No attachments anywhere? 

E- - - Wile had one plaf.non ,. s i r .  i-?)PL / P T ~ C , ~ S :pl  aI:oon, NOW , 
sometimes, f o r  a long time we had them t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 
t h e  br idge .  

A. R i g h t ,  six-: khe weapsns pfatcon, But now? we d i d  
have some of t h e  people Zrox t h e  weapcns p ia tcon  we used f o r  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  key people.  I point out t h e  company commander: 
when we ' re  going o u t ,  h e B s  always reading a m a p  and a l l  t h a t .  
You need s e c u r i t y ,  samebody checking out fcr s n i p e r s  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  they d i d ,  p u l l  s e c u r i t y .  They 
had about four  people.  When we were i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  when we 
f i r s t  went over t h e r e ,  w e  c a r r i e d  two tubes ;  and with t h e  am-
munition and t h a t ,  it was j u s t  t o o  hard.  L a t e r  c n ,  when we 
went t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  we c a r r i e d  one t u b e ,  you know, The b i g  
problem was t h a t  a m u n i t i o n .  We c a r r i e d  one tube  and more 
ammunition. 

Q. You donr$ r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g ,  then? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t h a t  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  no,  sir.  We had s o  many 
of them t h a t  they a l l  run toge the r .  

Q- T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I 'm t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  t ime. 
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A. When your i n  t h e  f i e l d  l i k e  t h i s ,  one day i s  l i k e  
another  day. I remember it because I saw Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
t h e  morning be fo re  he got  k i l l e d .  

Q The morning before  he , l e f t .  You d o n ' t  remember where 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  was o r  who b r i e f e d ,  t h e  orders  concerning t h e  burn-
ing?  Do you remember anything about burning v i l l a g e s  o r  hu t s  
o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  Des t ruc t ion  of foodstocks? 

A .  When we went t o  a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e  and they  s a i d  it 
was VC and nobody was t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  were a couple of them 
t h a t  we d i d  burn. 

Q When was t h i s ?  A r e  y o u ' t a l k i n g  about  on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir, it w a s  o t h e r  opera t ions .  

Q What about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of foodstocks? 

A. S i r ,  any time we ran  across  food, we c a l l e d  it i n ,  
and i f  it w a s  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y ,  then  it would be hauled o u t .  
I f  it was a small  amount, then  they  would des t roy  it. 

Q. Is t h i s  a l l  over t h e  Batangan Peninsula  a r e a ,  o r  w a s  
t h i s  j u s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h i s  opera t ion  was con-
ducted? 

A. A l l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  sir.  Any t i m e  we ran  across  food 
o r  s a l t  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  we always n o t i f i e d  h igher  up, 
and they made t h e  dec i s ion  as  t o  what we were t o  do with it. 

Q Give me t h i s  ske tch ,  t h e  concept map. I t h i n k  pos-
s i b l y  it would b~ hest t o  descr ibe  t h i s  operati .on,  because this 
opera t ion  w a s  no t  i n  Task Force Barker ' s  AO. I t  was n o t  i n  
your normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  This was down i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
complex which seems t o  c a r r y  some meaning because it was a f a i r l y  
heav i ly  VC-controlled a r e a ,  a s  we understand it. We a r e  going 
t o  show you t h e  opera t ion  and s e e  i f  it r e c a l l s  anything t o  you 
be fo re  we go any f u r t h e r .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  mzps pertainin1 
t o  t h e  opera t ions  of B/4/3 on 16,  1 7 ,  18 ,  and 19 March.) 
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A l l  r i g h t ,  s e r g e a n t ,  you have been b r i e f e d  on t h e  
concept of opera t ions  f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and you mentioned a 
Lieutenant  CARTER. W i l l  you repea t  t h a t ,  p l ease?  

A, S i r ,  Lieutenant  CARTER was a p la toon l eader .  He had 
tihe 3d Pla toon,  and l a t e r  on.  he took over t h e  1st Platoon.  H e  
would know t h i s  opera t ion .  

& a  Do you have h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have h i s  address .  

Q. Would you give it "to ne, p lease?  

A. Yes, s ir .  i n  f a c t ,  s i r ,  he came to s e e  me a t  Chr i s t -
mas t ime, and he t o l d  me he has  s l i d e s ;  like fss me t o  come by 
his house. H e  has  s l i d e s  about 4 hours  long, 

RCDR : H i s  name i s  Dave CARTER, 1409 Walnut, E l  Segundo, 
C a l i f o r n i a  90245. 

COL WILSON: Now, you s t i l l  d w p t  recalL eny s p e c i f i c  o rde r s  

concerning t h i s  b r i e f i n g  or  t h i s  operaticn, as t o  how it was 

going t o  be handled, whether t h e  v i l l a g e s  were t o  be des t royed,  
whether t h e  foodstocks w e r e  going tc be des t royed,  t o  inc lude  
c a t t l e  and so forth? You don" rremembes anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

vA. ..
LYG, There were so many Briefings, and they a l l  run 

i n  toge the r .  

Q- Now, on your normal o p e r a t i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  
be fo re ,  when you moved i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  was nobody t h e r e  
and it was a known '17C area that you norrnal.Ly burned i t ?  

A. No, sir, they got  a reading  from h igher  up. We used 
t o  have t h i s  man from M I ,  JOHNSON was h i s  nane. JOHNSON was 
t h e r e .  H e  a l s o  had an i n t e r p r e t e r  with h i m ,  and he used t o  check 
it o u t ,  and then  he  would s a y ,  "This i s  a VC v i l l a g e .  This .  v i l -  

' l age  w i l l  be burned. '' 

Q m  How d i d  they check it ou t?  

A. He used t o  c a l l  i n  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q e  H e  had h i s  own communications? 
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A. JOHNSON had h i s  own r a d i o ,  I 'm a lmost  s u r e  he d i d .  

Q A t  any r a t e ,  t h e r e  was a query t o  t a s k  f o r c e  head-
q u a r t e r s  o r  t o  M I ,  where t h e  M I  people were t o  determine i f  t h i s  
was VC o r  no t?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  

Q So t h e r e  was a check made, b u t  i n  some c a s e s ,  t h i s  
was c l e a r e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  burned? 

A. W e  burned very few v i l l a g e s .  

Q - Did you r e a l l y  determine i n  your mind t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
any g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  between a sea rch  and c l e a r  and a sea rch  
and des t roy  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  never  d i d  des t roy  any--well, j u s t  by burning.  
I n  f a c t ,  w e  never  d i d  burn an e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  J u s t  s p e c i a l  a r e a s ?  

A. Right.  

Q.  W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  t h e  t e r m s  k icked  around very much, 
"search and c l e a r "  and "search and destroy1 '?  

A. No, sir. 

a .  This  ope ra t ion  was termed a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  oper-
a t i o n .  W e  seem t o  have t h e  impression t h a t  most of  t h e  o t h e r  
ope ra t ions  t h a t  w e r e  conducted were search  and c l e a r .  Does t h i s  
r e c a l l  anything? 

A. W e  always went i n  t h e r e  and searched  and c l e a r e d  it, 
and t h e n ,  i f  they  s a i d  anyth ing ,  t h e n  we burned t h e  v i l l a g e  once 
we go t  our  c l ea rance  from h ighe r  up. Never, t o  my knowledge d i d  
they  s a y ,  "We're going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and burn t h i s  v i l l a g e .  " 

Q. Now, i f  your going down i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex--
which I neglec ted  t o  t e l l  you i s  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  a r e a .  
I ' m  s u r e  you probably know tha t - -across  t h a t  r i v e r  o u t  of t h e  
A0 of  Task Force Barker ,  you ' re  moving i n t o  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a .  
Does t h i s  c a r r y  any d i f f e r e n t  procedure when you went down t h e r e ?  
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A,  We always c l ea red  wlth Task Force Barker. Now, they 
probably g o t  a  reading from h igher  up; I d o n ' t  know. 

Q e  
 D i d  you go on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. On t h i s  one? No, sir,  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  I went ou t  
l a t e r  on b u t  n o t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Some of our wi tnesses  have indicated t h a t  t h i s  was 
a E a i r l y  c r i t i c a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  When t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  
w a s  mentioned, it caused a l i t t l e  anx ie ty  on t h e i r  p a r t .  Did 
you f e e l  t h a t  B Company, on t h e  15 th  of March, had any d i f f e r -  
e n t  a t t i t u d e  about t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  L6tb. t han  they would 
f o r  any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  a l l  you had t o  do was mention P i n k v i l l e  and 
every time--somebody always g o t  wounded when you went t o  Pink- 
v i l l e ,  k i l l e d  o r  wounded, s o  they 'd  knsw s o ~ e b o d y  was going t o  
get h i t  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  

Q- So t h e  reason t h a t  maybe you weren ' t  t oo  concerned 
about it i s  you d i d n ' t  go out there t h a t  morningo Could this 
be? O r  would it have n o m a l l y  cgnccrned you If you were going 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

-A. Well, sir, no, sZr. J ,: sever d id  xorry .  I was one 
s f  t h e s e  people t h a t  f igured  ~f3.e.nzy t h e  comes it comes. I 
d i d n ' t  have t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d .  ii couvle of f r i e n d s  i i k e d  t o  have 
m e  o u t  t h e r e ,  s o  I s tayed cut C ~ e r e .  T thought  it was a  r e a l  
good opera t ion ,  becaase t h i s  way, I had headcount of a l l  t h e  
platoons a t  all t imes.  If a  man w a s  going i n  f o r  any reason,  
i f  he  was going i n  f o r  s i c k  c a l l  o r  something, R e  would check 
with t h e  p la toon medic. From t h e  p la toon inedic he came t o  t h e  
s e n i o r  medic t o  t h e  CP group, and he made a dec i s ion  t o  s e e  i f  
he was go ld  b r i ck ing  o r  what, and then  I could count.  I had a 
list, and he would go i n  t h e r e .  Then w e  had a company r o s t e r ,  
they  had a r o s t e r  number. I would t e l l  him, "So and s o  i s  coming 
i n .  Give him a number," and a l l  t h i s  s o  w e  could keep t r a c k  of 
h i m ,  s o  they  wouldn ' t  go i n  t h e r e  and g e t  l o s t  and never come 
back out .  This way we had r e a l  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  on our  people. 

@. L e t  me ask you a few th ings  on t h e  a s s a u l t  i t s e l f .  
Do you r e c a l l  the  a i r c r a f t  coming i n  t h a t  morning? 
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A .  I t e l l  you, w e  had been on s o  many t r i p s ,  s i r ,  I didn '  
know one from another .  There w e r e  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  times--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Was it normal t o  g e t  i n  t h a t  many
a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  morning? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. They'd come i n  and p ick  t h e  whole company 
up and move ou t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  what t i m e  it was t h a t  day you went i n  
t h e r e ,  or w a s  it t h a t  day t h a t  when you went i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
area? 

A. I d i d n ' t  go  i n  t h a t  day. By t h e  t i m e  we  g o t  a l l  t h e  
- s t u f f  gathered up and g o t  it back in--we had a p l a c e  i n  Chu Lai--

probably sometime t h e  next  day when I a r r i v e d .  

Q. It w a s  t h e  1 7 t h  when you went o u t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  happened on t h e  16th  t h a t  
was d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  t ime? 

A. No, s ir ,  Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d ,  and that 
was about it. It happened r i g h t  a f t e r  they  g o t  out  the re .  

Q- You mentioned t h a t  you s a w  Lieutenant  COCHRAN's he l -
met a d  s o  f o r t h  brsught  bask. Is t h a t  when you saw i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. We t r i e d ,  any t i m e  w e  had a c a s u a l t y ,  
i f  he  had any personal  g e a r ,  we c o l l e c t e d  it up r i g h t  then and 
t h e r e ,  and a l l  t h e  f i e l d  gea r  and t h i s  we t r i e d  t o  keep s o  we  
could t ake  it i n  and exchange it. I f  you put  it down as  a 
combat l o s s ,  it was l a s t  p r i o r i t y .  You would g e t  i t  even tua l ly ,  
bu t  i t  might t ake  6 months. But i f  you had a p i e c e  of equipment, 
you could g e t  a d i r e c t  exchange. W e  were p r e t t y  t i g h t  on t h i s .  
Like a weapon, w e  always took c a r e  o f  t h e  weapon. The weapon 
never went with t h e  body rega rd less  i f  t h e  man g o t  wounded or  
what. W e  k e p t  the weapon i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  it went 
back i n ,  s o  w e  wouldn ' t  l o s e  a weapon t h a t  way. In  f a c t ,  when 
Sergeant W A T T  go t  k i l l e d ,  I know I c a r r i e d  h i s  weapon f o r  2 o r  
3 days before  I could g e t  it back i n ,  

Q How long had t h e  company been a t  Uptight?  
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A.  Well, s ir ,  you might be t h e r e  f o r  2 o r  3 days and 
move out  and come back. We l e f t  from LZ Dot t i e  one time on a 
1-day opera t ion ,  and it landed i n t o  6 days before  we came back. 
I n  f a c t ,  w e  took no packs,  no noth ing ,  because we f igured  on 
going o u t  i n  t h e  morning and coming back t h a t  evening. We d i d n ' t  
c a n y  a i l  t h e  e x t r a  equipment, en t renching  t o o l s  and a l l  t h i s .  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  I th ink  you s a i d  you went o u t  on t h e  17 th .  
Do you r e c a l l  where you landed when you got  t o  t h e  company? 

A. No, sir.  S i r ,  when you g e t  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  i t ' s  
a11 t h e  same. Maps were s c a r c e .  In  f a c t ,  a l o t  of t imes t h e  
p la toon l e a d e r s ,  when we g a t  hit, t he  map would be destroyed 
o r  something. Sometimes t h e  platoons wculdn" even have a map. 
L i k e ,  any t ime we had a casua l ty  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  I go t  
with t h e  CO. Now, Lieutenant  BOATMAN, s i r ,  h e r e ' s  another  man 
t h a t  would know everything.  W e  wzs t h e  FO, and he turned around, 
he would say ,  "Give me a p l o t ,  " just t o  check t h e i r  coordina tes  
ou t  t o  s e e  i f  they were both t h e  same. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any more information on h i s  name and 
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  he :>?as the FO , He was a t t ached  from t h e  6/11, 
s i r .  Lieutenant  R E I D  was t h e  one t h a t  rep laced  him l a t e r  on. 
S i r ,  t h i s  a cornnany r:cster. 1-12 7 i . v ~you--it was November's 
r o s t e r ,  Noverilber. of i 9 6 8 ,  and y@'a can  see t h e  people t h a t  we 
had l e f t  a t  t h a t  ,Lime. 

9~ -7 -7 .i..&L% want this r ~ s t r rback? 

No, sir. 

Are you sure? 

Right.  

Q W e  can m a k e  a copy sf it i f  you want? 

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

@. We' l l  make a copy. This  i s  a r o s t e r  da ted  1 Nov-
ember 1 9 6 8  of B/4/3 .  We w i l l  accept  it, no t  as an e x h i b i t ,  
b u t  for p o s s i b l e  in t roduc t ion  l a t e r .  This a l s o  g ives  t h e  

(DAINER) 19 APP T-152 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
.s 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

breakout  by p la toons .  You d o n ' t  have an o l d e r  r o s t e r  t han  t h i s ?  

A.  NO,  s i r ,  I thought  I d i d .  I looked through every-
t h i n g ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  come up wi th  anything.  W e  had a r o s t e r  
l i k e  t h i s .  Each p la toon  l e a d e r  and each p la toon  s e r g e a n t  c a r r i e d  

, one. I c a r r i e d  one,  t h e  CO c a r r i e d  one.  W e  had them by r o s t e r  
number. 

Q. Right ,  t h a t ' s  how you k e p t  r e p o r t s  of c a s u a l t i e s .  
I ' v e  seen  t h i s ,  and I ' m  going t o  go over  some of t h e  e n t r i e s  
on t h e  l o g  and ask you some-questions on it la ter .  

MR WALSH: Is L ieu tenan t  REID t h e  FO t h a t  was o u t .  on t h e  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A .  No, s ir .  L ieu tenan t  R E I D  r ep laced  a L ieu tenan t  BOAT-
MAN. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Do you know what h i s  f i r s t  name i s ?  

No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t ,  n o t  r i g h t  offhand.  

COL WILSON: Do you know where he i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  H e  's probably o u t  noti. 

MR WALSH: H e  was from--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  6 /11 .  

A. Right ,  sir.  He was outs tanding .  H e  could  p u t  a 
round i n  your  back pocket .  He was r e a l l y  good, and I t e l l  you, 
he r e a l l y  saved us many of a t i m e .  

Q What is  it t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind t h a t  causes  you 
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you jo ined  t h e  company on t h e  17th?  

A.  S i r ,  no th ing  r e a l l y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I jo ined  them 
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every t i m e  I could.  In  f a c t ,  f o r  a long t i m e  I was i n  t h e  f i e l d  
a l l  the  t i m e .  I never even came i n ,  per iod.  Any time the  com-
pany moved o u t ,  I was always with t h e  company. Like some time 
when w e  were on the  f i r e  base and they  s e n t  one o r  two p la toons  
out, sometimes i f  I had some odds and ends t o  t ake  c a r e  of I 
c o u l d n ' t  go ou t .  

Q o  
 Is it p o s s i b l e  that you went out with t he  company
on t h e  16th? 

A .  No, sir.  The 16th w e  were s p e r a t i n g  o f f  of LZ Up-
t i g h t ,  and what we used t o  do  is t w o  p la toons  would go out  i n  
t h e  morning, and one p la toon would secnre t h e  f i r e  base.  Then 
one p la toon would s t a y  cu t  cve rn igh t  o? ambush. The o t h e r  pla-  
toon would come i n  t h a t  evening. The next  morning, t h e  p la toon 
tha t  was out t h e r e  on ambush, they  would come i n  e a r l y ,  d a y l i g h t ,  
and they would secure  t h e  fire base and the o t h e r  two platoons 
would go back o u t  aqain t h e  next  day. 

Q You remember t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a 3 or 4 day opera t ion  
involv ing  most of t h e  company? and I tllinjc you--

A. [ In te rpas ing]  This ?~?oaldbe 0.o.e of t h e  company 
opera t ions  t h a t  we  spe ra ted  on, I r e m e m b e r  t h i s  time i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
Lieutenant C O C I I M  aet-llng ' i iiixself ready t o  ccme back i n .  They 
had gone i n  .I-,hat: efternnon, I be3 ie~re1.2w a  t h e  next  day. I 'm 
p o s i t i v e  it was the next d.ay. 

Q. Do ycu r e m e m b e r  when yoa jcal~iedthem whether they 
were laayered  t o g e t h e r  with Char i i e  Coi-npany? Did you hear any-
thing about that? 

A .  N o .  

Q =  I t h i n k  you mentioned something about Lieutenant  CAR-
TER having some s l ides ,  Exact ly what dTd he say  about t h a t ?  

A .  H e  s a i d  he had about 4 hours of s l i d e s .  Lieutenant  
CARTER had a small caiiera, and every t h e  he was somewhere, he 
was t ak ing  p i c t u r e s .  He was t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  a l l  the t i m e .  H e  
just s e n t  them home and had then  developed. 

Q. Was Lr-Lere anybody else i n  t h e  company t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  
took p i c t u r e s  of opera t ions?  
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A.  I had a camera, b u t  I wouldn ' t  t a k e  p i c t u r e s ,  because 
my wi fe  d i d n ' t  know I w a s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I d i d n ' t  want h e r  
t o  worry about  m e .  

2.
Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone else who w a s  a camera bug 
i n  t h e  company a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  No. L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, he  had a s m a l l  camera, b u t  
L ieu t enan t  LEWIS i s  n o t  on t h e  r o s t e r .  H e  j o ined  us l a te r  on. 
H e  g o t  k i l l e d  t h e  2 5 t h  of  June ,  Inb e l i e v e  it w a s .  I t h i n k  h e  
was about  o u r  l a s t  c a s u a l t y .  

Q. Have you t a l k e d  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anybody 
s i n c e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  about  Charlie 'Company broke  i n  t h e  news? 

A. No, sir.  I n  f a c t ,  r e a l l y  no th ing  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my 
mind about  it. I know t h e  a r e a ,  and t h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q m  Did you t a l k  t o  anybody from C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h a t  
t ime?  

A. No, s i r ,  I hadn 't s e e n  anybody from C h a r l i e  Company. 
The on ly  people  I know from C h a r l i e  Company i s  Cap ta in  MEDINA,  
and h e  came o v e r  t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander a 
few t imes .  They had a l i e u t e n a n t .  He had t h e  weapons p l a t o o n .  
I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name r i g h t  offhand.  I know h e  had one o f  
t h e  p l a toons  p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  and Cap-
t a i n  MEDIIU'A used t o  t a l k  t o  him ove r  t h e  r a d i o  and c a l i e d  him 
" l o v e r  boy" o r  "youngblood" o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  always c a l l e d  
him on t h e  r a d i o  by t h i s .  The weapons p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  MAHONEY, 
I b e l i e v e  it was, I know him. A l o t  of  t imes  t h e y  s t a y e d  on Up-
t i g h t ,  and t h i s  way I had t o  count  them i n  f o r  r a t i o n s  when w e  
w e r e  g e t t i n g .  r a t i o n s ,  and I always had t o  g ive  a headcount .  
The f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was BRACY, I bumped i n t o  
him a few t imes .  

Q But s i n c e  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  about C h a r l i e  Company h a s  
been i n  t h e  newspapers,  you h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  anybody who w a s  
around t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. The on ly  one I t a l k e d  t o  was L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER, and 
h e  s a i d  he d o n ' t  remember t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  n c t h i n g ,  you know. I 
asked him i f  h e  hea rd  any rumors of any th ing  w h i l e  w e  were o v e r  
t h e r e .  
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H e  s a i d  he heard  no rumors o r  no th ing  Pike t h i s .  You f i g u r e  
you would h e a r  a t  l e a s t  a rumor o r  something,  and I Bsked him 
i f  he remembered t h a t  day i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  H e  s a i d  he d i d n ' t  
kncw, H e  s a i d  he wrote some l e t t e r s  home. H e  had t o  check with 
his l e t t e r s .  He s e n t  some le t ters  home when he was- w r i t i n g  h i s  
f a t h e r ?  and maybe t h c s e  would b r i n g  back some memories. 

0. The Task Force Barker l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  B Company
repor t ed  k i l l i n g  30 VC p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I won-
der i C  t h a t  r i n g s  a  b e l l  wi th  you? 

4. No, sir ,  it d o n ' t .  

Q- While you were a t  Upt ight ,  were you normally around 
t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  TOC o r  somewhere you heard  r e p o r t s ?  Does any-
t h i n g  o t h e r  than  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN being k i l l e d  s t i c k  i n  your  
mind from t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  t a k e  a short r e c e s s ,  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1 6 4 5  hours ,  14 January 19 70. ) 

!The hearing reconvened a t  3050 h ~ u r s, 1 4  January 1970 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: What were you say ing  about Task Force Barker? 

A. T h e i r  morale was r e a l l y  o u t s t a n d i n g ,  People had t o  
buy t h i s  pa tch  o u t  of t h e i r  own pocket .  I t h i n k  it c o s t  about  
a d o l l a r ,  a n d  it was n o t  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  anybody wear it o r  buy 
it. People  j u s t  bought it out  of  t h e i r  own for p r i d e ,  I n  f a c t ,  
everybody wanted s o  many of them t h a t  it was imposs ib le  t o  g e t  
t h e  amount they  wanted. 
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Q • Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker 
were p ro fess iona l  opera t ions?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Executed i n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  manner? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q That t h e  d i r e c t i o n  you rece ived  from headquar ters  of 
Task Force Barker was adequate t o  conduct opera t ions?  

A. Yes, s ir .  In  f a c t ,  when we went i n  on an opera t ion  
we got  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  o r  something, Colonel BARKER d i d n ' t  
t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  it from t h e  a i r  and t e l l  you t o  do t h i s  o r  send 
a platoon t h e r e ,  send a platoon l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  He l e t  t h e  
company commander handle it. "Your on t h e  ground. You handle 
it. I'll a s s i s t  you i f  you need i t . "  H e  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  run 
t h e  opera t ion  from t h e  a i r .  

LTC NOLL: On t h e  15th  and 16th  you i n d i c a t e d  you were busy 
g e t t i n g  some equipment toge the r .  What was t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h i s  equipment? 

A .  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  i f  we had any tubes o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s ,  we would send them back i n ,  l i k e  mortar tubes .  We 
were a t  a f i r e  base ,  we used t o  send it f o r  cook s toves  and 
wash bas ins  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  Each platoon had one bag, 
and they used t o  put  a l l  t h e i r  odds and ends j u s t  f o r  a 
l i t t l e  more comfort. A l o t  of t imes people wouldn ' t  want 
t o  c a r r y  a i r  ma t t r e s ses  o r  anything ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with 
them, s o  we pu t  them i n  p la toon bundles and s e n t  them and 
then when they  h i t  a f i r e  base they would send them back 
out  again.  J u s t  make it a l i t t l e  more comfortable ,  l i k e  a 
cook s tove  t o  hea t  your r a t i o n s .  

Q. When B Company moved o u t  of LZ Uptight  f o r  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  do you r e c a l l  who provided t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  LZ 
Uptight? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did a l l  t h r e e  platoons go on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. S i r ,  we only had--we had t h r e e  
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p ia toons  p lus  t h e  weapons platoon.  

&. Did t h e  weapons p la toon go? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  they  were with us 
t h e r e  o r  were they on t h e  br idge?  1 don t remember, s i r .  
~ t ' ss o  hard t o  remember. We came and l e f t  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  
t imes t h a t  we e i t h e r  h i t  Do t t i e  o r  Uptight  o r  w e  were i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  

LTC NOLL : I d o n ' t  have anything e l s e ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  d id  you monitor t h e  t r a f f i c  of t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  n e t  on any accasion from Uptight? 

A. S i r ,  when t h e  CO would go o u t ,  he would t ake  a l l  
h i s  r a d i o s  o u t .  I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken,  Char l i e  
Company's mortar platoon was up t h e r e  a t  Uptight  a t  t h a t  
t ime, and I b e l i e v e  it was on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  I heard  t h a t  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d .  

Q. I understand t h a t  t h e  81 r a d i o  which s tayed a t  
Uptight  a l l  t h e  t ime was used a l s o  f o r  relay. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  . . 

A. Well, s i r ,  r i g h t ,  s ir .  When they  were t h e r e ,  
Char l i e  Company, t hey  would do 211 t h e i r  relaying. We 
a l s o  had a 292  antenna w e  brought up there, and we kept  
it t h e r e ,  and we c a l l e d  and monitored and re layed.  

8 - I am looking a t  Exhibi t  M-15, which i s  t h e  Task 
Force Barker Log from t h e  16&51 of March. 

RCDR : There i s  an M - 1 4 ,  a l s o ,  s i r .  M - 1 4  f o r  16 March. 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was pu t  i n , y e s t e r d a y .  

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  on t h e  16th  of March t h e  Task Force 
Barker Log a t  0845,  B/4 /3  had one U . S .  KHA and four  WdA. A t  
0930 t h e r e  w e r e  an a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  men wounded i n  
h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  These two a r e  c a r r i e d  a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  
s o  t h e  coordina tes  a r e  exac t ly  t h e  same. Now, t h e  nex t  en- 
t r y  a t  0955 from B Company says  1 2  VC k i l l e d ,  wi th  web equip- 
ment. The nex t  e n t r y  a t  1025 says 1 8  VC k i l l e d .  Does t h i s  
seem l i k e  an unusual number dur ing  t h a t  t i m e  frame? Was t h i s  
about normal f o r  opera t ions?  

A. Well, i n  t h a t  a rea  it i s ,  s ir .  

-
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Q- Then a t  1 4 2 0  Company B k i l l e d  e i g h t  VC. Do any
of t h o s e  e n t r i e s  b r i n g  anyth ing  t o  mind? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Anything abnormal about  t h o s e  e n t r i e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you recall  whether  you had any e n g i n e e r s  a t -
t ached  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. On a couple  of occas ions  w e  d i d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
w e  were down working w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h i s  one t i m e  
and w e  r an  a c r o s s  t h e s e  t u n n e l s .  We'did g e t  some eng inee r s  
o u t  t h e r e  t o  blow them, and t h e y  s t a y e d  wi th  us f o r  about 
3 days.  

Q Is t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  do you know? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q When you had eng inee r s  a t t a c h e d  on an o p e r a t i o n
l i k e  t h i s ,  would you p i c k  them up on your morning r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r .  They would j u s t  come o u t  t h e r e .  W e  
would use  them f o r  what we needed them f o r  and t h e y  would 
go back i n .  

Q. Do you remember which p l a toon  provided  e n g i n e e r  
s u p p o r t  t o  Task Force  Barker?  

A. No, s i r .  They had a sma l l  e n g i n e e r  group r i g h t  
t h e r e  on D o t t i e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember what t h e i r  u n i t  was? D o  you 
remember any of t h e  people  i n  i t 3  

A.  No, sir.  

Q. Do you reca l l ,  d i d  Capta in  MICHLES have a V i e t -
namese i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. No, w e  had Sergeant  CONGLETON, who used t o  be h i s  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  and he  went t o  Vietnamese school  i n  Hawaii. 
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W e  used t o  come i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and he would t r y  t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  people. 

Q- What was h i s  name? 

A. CONGLETON . 
Q e  
 D o  you know where i s  now? 

A. He's a c i v i l i a n ,  sir. The b i g g e s t  problem was a l l  
OUT people were "U.S 's." 

O a  CONGLETCIM, Lawrence? 

Q. - And he was Captain MICHLES' RTO? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know where he i s  l o c a t e d  now? 

A.  No, I d o n a t .  

Q- But c a p t a i n  MICHLES, t h e  company commander of B 
Company, d i d  n o t  have a Vietnanese i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

Q - Such as Captain -3lEDINA had? 

A. Now, when JOHNSON was with u s ,  he had h i s  in-
t e r p r e t e r  with him, and when we went on opera t ions  he 
would be wi th  us. 

&. Does your r o s t e r  t h a t  you gave us a l s o  l i s t  
a t t ached  personnel  such a s  medics? 

A.  Right ,  sir. 


8- They're on t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a11 I wanted t o  know. 


A. Well, s ir ,  . a t  t h i s  time--not on t h i s  r o s t e r ,  s ir .  
The medics a t  t h i s  t ime,  they came from headquar ters .  I could 
t e l l  you who they  were. We had a SILVA.. H e  was a medic f o r  
t h e  1st Platoon. 

APP T-152 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. S p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. S-I-L-V-A. 

Q - - F i r s t  name. 

A. . I don 't know. 

Q *  Okay, where is he now? Do you know? 

A. H e ' s  probably a c i v i l i a n .  

Q Go ahead. 

A. And t h e n  w e  had a SWEENY, who was a s e n i o r  medic. 

Q Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you know where he  i s ?  

A. H i s  home w a s  i n  West Virg in ia .  W e  had a S p e c i a l i s t  
LEE. He was with t h e  3d Platoon,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

Q Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you know where he  is  from? 

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t ,  h e ' s  t h e  one, LEE g o t  t h e  s i l v e r  
s t a r .  He h i t  a round. They're about t h e  only ones I can 
th ink  of r i g h t  now, sir. 

Q - Sergeant ,  I 'm going t o  r ecess  now, and I want you 
t o ,  with Major THOMAS, t a k e  t h e s e  forms we have provided you 
wi th  and t h e  B Company r o s t e r  which we have updated and f i l l  
t h e s e  o u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your a b i l i t y ,  using a l l  t h e  information 
t h a t  you have a v a i l a b l e .  You can work r i g h t  here  i n  t h i s  
o f f i c e .  When you g e t  through with t h a t ,  g e t  something t o  
e a t ,  and w e ' l l  convene again a t  1 3 0 0 .  A s  you go over  t h e s e  
names on t h i s  r o s t e r ,  maybe you can r e c a l l .  W e s l l  recess 
u n t i l  1300.  
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(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1104 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1217 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a re  
now presen t .  

COL WILSON: I remind you, s e r g e a n t ,  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  
Colonel NOLL, w i l l  you p o i n t  o u t  what you found on t h e  morn- 
i n g  r e p o r t  about Lieutenant  CARTER. 

LTC NOLL: Yes, sir.  Lieutenant  CARTER appears t o  have been 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  on t h e  morning of 15 March 1968 and re turned  
from t h e  h o s p i t a l  on 2 1  March 1968. 

COL WILSON: W.at  i s  t h a t  e x h i b i t  number? 

RCDR: That i s  Exh ib i t  R-4. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  we hzve determined, p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c e s s ,  
t h a t  you weren' t i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  on t h e  1 7 t h  of March. 
You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  =ything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  happened from 
your s t andpo in t  on t h e  16th  of March on a communications b a s i s  
of c a s u a l t i e s ,  w i th  t h e  except ion of Lieutenant  COCHRAN k i l l e d  
i n  a c t i o n .  L e t t s  go t o  t h e  18 th  of March. Now, do you r e c a l l  
on t h e  18 th  of March when you went i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  area?  

A. Well, s i r ,  according t o  t h a t  morning r e p o r t  t h e r e  
t h a t  w e  looked a t ,  we seen t h a t  TAYLOR went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
I remember I went t o  s e e  TAYLOR a s  soon a s  I--I was i n  t h e  
rear - - i f  I saw anybody go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and i f  I was any-
where nea r  t h e r e ,  I would j u s t  t u r n  around and g e t  c igar -  
e t t e s  o r  anything they needed. Sometimes they needed some 
shaving equipment, and I would make s u r e  they  had it. I 
not iced  TAYLOR was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and I pe r sona l ly  remember 
going t o  t a l k  t o  TAYLOR. I t  was i n  t h e  morning. Usually,  
I t r i e d  t o  s e e  t h e  people i n  t h e  morning because I knew a 
l o t  of t imes they  medevactd them somewhere e l s e ,  and I 
remember t a l k i n g  t o  TAYLOR. 

Q o  What happened t o  TAYLOR? Was he wounded? 
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A. This ,  I t h i n k ,  was t h e  same day Lieutenant  COCHRAN--

LTC NOLL : ( In terpos ing)  CARTER? 

A *  No, r i g h t  a t  t h i s  same time. This  was on t h e  17th.  
This  i s  where TAYLOR--I asked him what happened. H e  s a i d  he 
was q u i t e  mad. He s a i d  he was walking on a road and he seen  
t h i s  here f o o t p r i n t  i n  t h e  road and he seen one c l e a r  s p o t  
l i k e  somebody run over  it with t h e i r  hand, s o  he  s a i d ,  "I 
took my M-16 with a bayonet on it and I j u s t  p u t  it down on 
a probe. I know I should have known b e t t e r  than  t h a t .  " H e  
s a i d  "The f i r s t  t h i n g  I know, I was f l y i n g  through t h e  a i r , "  
and he l o s t  p a r t  of h i s  f o o t .  

COL WILSON: This  i s  TAYLOR? I 
A. Right,  s i r ,  TAYLOR. I 
Q Which p la toon was he with? I 
A. H e  was with t h e  1st Platoon. I 
Q H e  was wounded on t h e  17th.  That i s  t h e  e n t r y  i n  
t h e  morning r e p o r t .  

A.  Right ,  s ir .  I 
Q - Was anybody wounded with him t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  I 
A. I t h i n k  TAYLOR was t h e  only one, sir. 

Q Let  me p o i n t  o u t  i n  t h e  1 o g . o f  Task Force Barker,  
on t h e  17th  of March, which i s  Exhibi t  M-17, i tem 8 ,  a t  0810 
i n  t h e  morning i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  B/4/3 has one wounded h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n ,  l i n e  number 0 3 5 .  L e f t  f o o t ,  l e f t  hand, head wounds 
by booby t r a p .  Evacuated t o  2d Surg ica l  Hosp i t a l ,  Chu Lai .  
Now, do you t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  TAYLOR? 

A. Y e s ,  I know he had h i s  foo t  missing. I 
Q Let  me look a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  and s e e  i f  I s e e  
any o t h e r s .  A t  a h u r r i e d  g lance ,  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  s e e  any 
o t h e r  wounded repor ted  t h a t  day. Now,  based on t h i s  t iming 
he re  a t  0810, it d o e s n ' t  say what time he was dusted-off .  
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What time do you th ink  you would have seen him? Which 
. h o s p i t a l  d i d  y o u g o  t o ?  

A,  H e  was a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu La i .  

Q T h a t P s  what it i n d i c a t e s  i n  here .  

A ,  I remember going t o  s e e  him. 

Q o  
 And you went to see him t h a t  morning? 

A.  Well, when I go t o  s e e  people i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I 
t r y  t o  s e e  them i n  t h e  morning because by noontime--a l o t  
of t imes a  man coming i n  t h a t  morning--by ncontime they  
have a l ready moved him ou t .  The b i g  problem a l o t  of times 
i s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  You can '.t g e t  ou t  due t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h e r e  i s  no way of g e t t i n g  o u t .  

Q Well,  i f  you saw TAYLOR t h a t  narn ing ,  and i f  t h i s0 

is  TAYLOR, and I ' m  reaonably s u r e  t h a t  it i s ,  you must have 
seen him sometime a f t e r  0 9 0 0 ,  l e t ' s  say 0900  or 1000, i n  
which case--maybe t h i s  can f i x  it b e t t e r .  When do you t h i n k  
you were going ou t  ta f i e l d  t h z t  day? 

-A. S i r ,  i used t o  cjs out as soon as  I could.  A l o t  
of t imes you waited down 2-k the pzd, Ycu would have t o  w a i t  
for  a chopper going tc g e t  a way c u t ,  Sometimes we would 
have t o  wa i t  2 or 3 days i n  srder to g e t  o u t .  They j u s t  
did?' t have no way  of g e t t i n g  them ou t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. You don% r e c a l l  what t ime you went ou t?  

A. Nc, s i r ,  I went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e i d  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e s .  I used to go down t o  the pad and j u s t  check whenever 
they  had t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  going o u t .  A l o t  of t imes I would s i t  
t h e r e  a l l  day wa i t ing  t o  g e t  ou t .  The b e s t  t ime t o  g e t  o u t  
was e i t h e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o r  i n  t h e  af te rnoon when they  
were t a k i n g  resupp l i e s  o u t  t o  t h e  t roops .  

c!. We know t h a t  r e s u p p l i e s  were taken  o u t  i n  t h e  
evening of t h e  16 th .  Do you r e c a l l  whether you s tayed w i t h  
B Company i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. On t h e  16th? 
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Q. No, t h i s  would have been on t h e  17th .  

A. Once I went ou t  t h e r e ,  I s tayed with them u n t i l  
they  came back from t h e  f i e l d .  

LTC N O U :  Were you i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  company was 
mortared and took c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, t h a t  was before .  This  was when MILUS-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  MOSSFORD and MILUS. The morning o f  
the 19th? 

A. No, I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h a t  time un less  I g o t  
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  r i g h t  a f t e r  they got  mortared because MILUS 
got  k i l l e d .  I th ink  it was MILUS. I go t  o u t  t h e r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  
they got  mortared. 

COL WILSON: Le t ' s  look a t  some a r ea  pos i t i ons  here .  Do you 
remember any of  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o u t  the re?  

A. No, sir, they had names, b u t  they  a l l  run t oge the r  
a f t e r  a while .  Af t e r  a whi le ,  we went through s o  many of  them. 
We'd h i t  one v i l l a g e  one day and h i t  another  v i l l a g e ,  come back 
and h i t  t h e  same v i l l a g e  t h e  nex t  day. Char l i e  was g r e a t  f o r  
t h i s .  H e  says ,  "Well, we f i gu re  they w i l l  come ba*. W e ' l l  
j u s t  f o o l  them and h i t  them t h e  next  day." You'd go through 
and they 'd  j u s t  come r i g h t  back. 

Q - I f  you were o u t  t h e r e ,  you'd have been with t h e  
command group? Is t h a t  co r r ec t ?  

A. CP group, co r r ec t .  And when w e ' r e  on t h e  move, sir ,  
I more o r  less p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  r e a r ,  l i k e  f o r  t h e  CP 
group. We would have one l i t t l e  group. Sergeant  MARSHALL 
used t o  have a couple people and he would be up on t h e  p o i n t ,  
and t h e  CO would be t h e r e ,  and then  I and HONEYCOTT used t o  
b r i n g  up t h e  r e a r ,  p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  r e a r .  

Q *  Who i s  t h e  se rgean t  you j u s t  mentioned? 

A. Sergeant HONEYCUTT. H e  was a recon se rgean t  f o r  
t h e  FO. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  c ross ing  a br idge  t h a t  day and going 
over  t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  spending t h e  whole day over  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  
next  2 days over  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I remember going across  a b r i d g e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remem-
ber .  We crossed  t h a t  br idge  a couple o f  t imes .  i d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  on which occasion.  I know one t ime we went across  t h e  
br idge  and we got  f i r e d  on and had one platoon ac ross ;  and when 
t h e  CP was t r y i n g  t o  go a c r o s s ,  they seen  a l l  t hose  antennas 
and they opened f i r e ,  and w e  had t o  make it on back. The 1st  
Pla toon,  I b e l i e v e ,  l a i d  down a base of f i r e ,  We a l l  drew 
back, and we didn 't go over  i n  t h e  a r e a  and didn ' t  have no 
c a s u a l t i e s .  I 

Q- D c  you r e c a l l  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  1st Platoon 
was over t h e r e  across  t h a t  br idge  by i t s e l f  and t h e  comyany 
jo in ing  i t  l a t e r ,  about a d a y ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  time per iod?  
When you joined t h e  u n i t  do you remember whether you joined 
B Company, t h e  day you joined them i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  whether 
you joined them o u t  by the South China Sea o r  whether you were 
in land  a L i t t l e  ways? 

A. I d o n e t  remember. 1 joined t h e  company s o  many 
d i f f e r e n t  t imes and different p laces  they a i l  run toge the r .  

Q =  I ' m  t r y i n g  to r e l a t e  it to t h e  morning you saw 
TAYLOR i n  the h o s p i t a l .  O n  that $.ate you remember--

A. I:Indzerposing) I dan '% renem3er. I remember see ing  
TAYLOR, and I remember b r ing ing  some c i g a r e t t e s  and t h a t .  I 
asked him what happened and he t o l d  m e  about t h e  mine i n c i d e n t  
t h e r e .  

Q. You joined them on t h e  17th. You must have been 
with them when they moved south.  Do you rernember whether any 
v i l l a g e s  were burned over  ' t h e r e ?  

A.  To my knowledge, s i r ,  no v i l l a g e s  were burned. J u s t  
t h a t  one t ime,  when we went on one o p e r a t i o n ,  I know we burned 
about h a l f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  T h i s  was t h e  day before  COLLICCHIO go t  
k i l l e d .  This  w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q What was t h e  d a t e  COLLICCHIO got  k i l l e d ?  Where was 
t h i s ?  
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A. This  i s  i n  t h e  My Lai a rea .  

Q Back i n  t h a t  February t ime frame, 

LTC NOLL: February 15th. 

COL WILSON: 15 February,  t h a t  was a previous opera t ion?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  about t h e  only  v i l l a g e  I remember 
we burned. We burned about h a l f  of it, and t h e n  they  s a i d ,  "Okay, 
don t burn no more. You can q u i t  .'I 

9 Did you have o rde r s  t o  burn i t ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  I ' m  looking a t  a copy of your notebook. 
I t  d o e s n t t  make any re fe rence  among t h e  l i s t  of wounded of 
TAYLOR. 

A.  T h a t ' s  what I was j u s t  wondering h e r e .  That must 
have been where I went i n  and didn 't w r i t e  anything down. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can f i g u r e .  I was j u s t  looking f o r  
him t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  my memory. 

Q How about t h e  r e fe rence  t o  COCHRAN, number 1 2 ,  
wounded? Would t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was wounded before  he 

' was k i l l e d ?  

A. H e  was wounded one time be fo re .  This  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  
COLLICCHIO i n c i d e n t .  The next  day we CA'd i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  W e  
were supposed t o  come back i n  around 1 6 0 0  hours ,  1630 .  W e  w e r e  
supposed t o  come back i n  and they got  word t h e r e  w a s  a VC head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and we CA'd i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  We d i d n ' t  even g e t  o f f  
t h e  choppers and t h e y  w e r e  shoot ing  a t  us. But we caught then 
by s u r p r i s e .  Right o f f  t h e  b a t ,  we got  I d o n ' t  know how many 
weapons, s o  they took o f f .  They had tunne l s  a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  
This  i s  one time HONEYCUTT went i n t o  one of t h e s e  tunne l s  and 
one of t h e s e  people threw a grenade a t  him. Good t h i n g  he 
had h i s  s t e e l  helmet on and I was s tanding  t h e r e  covering him. 
He made it back o u t  bu t  l o s t  h i s  s t e e l  helmet i n  t h e r e .  Then 
it s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  da rk ,  and t h i s  i s  when they  s t a r t e d  mortar-
ing  us and they  were coming o u t .  This i s  when Lieutenant  
COCHRAN got  h i t .  
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Q. I wonder i f  by re fe rence  t o  your notebook, you 
could pick ou t  people who had been wounded on t h e  opera t ion  
w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  a t  t h e  same time Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d ?  

COL WILSON: We'l l  in t roduce  a f a c s i m i l e  of Sergeant  DAHNER's  
notebook a t  Exh ib i t  M-41, 

MR WALSH: Do you have any knowledge s f  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  of 
Sergeant RUSHIN? 

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  He got  a p r o f i l e  l a t e r  on and he 
w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d .  He was working up a t  t h e  PX up i n  t h e  Chu 
Lai a r e a ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  I know. Ma.ybe j-2 would h e l p  you. 
Sergeant RUSHIN i s n ' t  on t h i s  company r o s t e r .  S i r ,  a l o t  of 
these  o l d e r  people here--you can s e e ,  he  came i n  af terwards 
l i k e  on a DEROS da te .  You can s e e  t h e  ones t h a t  were t h e r e  
p r i o r  and t h e  ones t h a t  came i n  a f t e r  march 1 9 6 8 .  

Q I wonder i f  you could t a k e  a look- a t  t h e  names. 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  only address  I kep t .  I go t  t h i s  
h e r e ,  GONZALEZ, Steve GONZALEZ. He was with t h e  1st Platoon.  
L a t e r  on, he go t  h i t  and he l o s t  both of h i s  l e g s  and almost 
lost h i s  r i g h t  arm and l o s t  one of h i s  eyes .  I took h i s  ad-
d r e s s .  I wanted t o  w r i t e  him l a t e r  on,  and HUDNUTT is  t h e  
company c l e r k ,  and I have Sergeant  &XARSHALL. He was the  one 
t h a t  ac ted  as  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CO. I have h i s  address ,  and 
Lieutenant  CARTER; I have h i s  address .  This  man LVIERCER. 
T h i s  man, he w a s  an RTO i n  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  p la toons .  When 
they  needed an RTO, they  knew he could handle a r ad io .  He 
kind of moved around. I have h i s  address .  

COL WILSON: I ' m  going t o  ask you t o  t u r n  t h a t  s h e e t  over  t o  
Major THOMAS. Major THOINAS w i l l  make a copy of it and pro-
vide it t o  t h e  wi tness  s e c t i o n  and copy f o r  our  r ecords ,  no t  
to be in t roduced as  an e x h i b i t .  

MR WALSH: Was t h e  fel low i n  t h e  company who spoke good 
Vietnamese, was t h a t  CARDINES? 

A. No, CONGLETON . 
Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  
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A. C-0-N-G-L-E-T-0-N; f i r s t  name, Warren. 

Q. Warren? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q , H e  was an RTO? 

A. Well, he worked a s  an RTO and an i n t e r p r e t e r .  The 
CO c a r r i e d  t h r e e  r ad ios  and most of t h e  t ime,  f o u r .  I n  t h i s  
case he had one i n  r e se rve .  

Q Would he have been on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.- Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any t ime,  a t  t h i s  time i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a ,  see ing  any National  Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees?  

A.  No, s i r .  The only time--when we picked up a  suspec t ,  
we would c a l l  i n  on t h e  r ad io .  Sometimes they  would f l y  o u t  
and pick him up. Sometimes they would send an i n t e r p r e t e r  o u t  
t h e r e  and i n t e r r o g a t e  them r i g h t  then  and t h e r e  and r e l e a s e  
them r i g h t  then  and t h e r e .  

Q Were you e v e r  p r e s e n t  when any Nat ional  Po l i ce  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  p r i s o n e r s  and s h o t  them? 

A. Nc, s i r .  

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC, t h e  S2 of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Right, sir.  

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  being i n  t h e  a r e a  when he was 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees  through h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. H e  had been ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with u s ,  and I ' v e  
seen him t a l k  t o  a few. 

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where e i t h e r  with 
an i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  someone i n  t h e  area c u t  off  a f i n g e r  o r  
p a r t s  of a f i n g e r  of someone who they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

36 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-152 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir. 

8. D i d  you ever.hear about  anything? 

A . No, sir.  

Q 8 1 think you mentioned you knew L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON, 
XI? 

A. Y e s .  

Q o  Do you r e c a l l  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  him, through an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q H e  worked wi th  your  company q u i t e  a b i t ?  

Q- You probably r ead  i n  t h e  p r e s s  &ou t  Capta in  MEDINA 
f i r i n g  a weapon ove r  t h e  head of  a d e t a i n e e  who he w a s  want ing 
t o  talk t o ?  D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A? No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  be ing  with t h e  company on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  when a medical  detachment came o u t  t o  g ive  medical 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  c i v i l i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. W e  had done t h a t  o f f  and on,  y e s ,  s i r .  The medics,  
t h e  med team would come o u t  and g ive  s h o t s  and t h i s .  Th i s  
is i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  I c o u l d n ' t  p l a c e  one from ano the r .  
We p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y  f o r  them. W e  would be going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  
and--

Q. {In te rpos ing )  We have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  on 
t h e  f o u r t h  day of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  C h a r l i e  Company was l i f t e d  
Sack t o  LZ D o t t i e  and Bravo Company swept up through t h i s  
area i n  he re  and then  a medical  t e a m  f l ew  i n  and s p e n t  most 
of t h e  day i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people  and t h e n  g i v i n g  medical  a s s i s -
t a n c e  t o  peop le  l i v i n g  on t h i s  p e n i n s u l a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Pink-
v i l l e .  D o  you you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  b e i n g  wi th  t h e  
company a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A .  S i r ,  I remember we p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y  a few t i m e s  
when they  came i n  f o r  s h o t s  and t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
any p l a c e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  where t hey  w e r e .  

Q Nothing s t i c k s  w i t h  you on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n ,  . then? 

A .  No, s ir .  I know a l o t  of  people  s a i d  how can you 
g ive  people  s h o t s  and a l l .  They a r e  supposed t o  be ou r  enemy 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime wh i l e  you w e r e  o u t  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i f  a PI0  man o r  a photographer  w a s  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Not w i t h  o u r  company, no ,  s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  
remember e v e r  s e e i n g  a photographer .  The on ly  t i m e  I seem t o  
remember a photographer  b e i n g  w i t h  us i s  when w e  f i r s t  went 
ove r  t h e r e .  They had t h i s  c i v i l i a n ,  JONES. H e  w a s  from 
Hawaii, H e  came o u t  t h e r e  f o r  TV,  and they  w e r e  on one o f  the 
o p e r a t i o n s  which t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was do ing ,  j u s t  showing what 
t hey  were doing i n  Hawaii on o p e r a t i o n s .  They went through 
a v i l l a g e  and took  some p i c t u e s .  No i n c i d e n t  happened o r  no-
t h i n g .  W e  r a n  a c r o s s  a couple  of t u n n e l s ,  and we blew them 
and t h a t  w a s  it. Th i s  w a s  p r i o r  t o  Task Force  Barker .  

COL WILSON: S e r g e a n t ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  18 th  o f  March. The l o g  
t h e  Task Force Barker  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Company B found 
approximately 3,00G pounds oC r i c e .  They found 3,000 pounds 
of r i c e  a t  742787, r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  M y  Khe ( 4 )  . 
Do you recall  t h a t ?  

A .  No, we r a n  a c r o s s  a couple  o f  p l a c e s  where you had 
rice, and we always g o t  t h e  word of what t o  do  w i t h  it. I 
remember a couple  of  t i m e s  we had t o  pack it t2u-L. We g o t  sand 
bags ,  c a l l e d  f o r  sand  bags ,  and f i l l e d  up t h e  sand  bags and 
p u t  it on--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i s  e n t r y  a t  0755 i n  t h e  morning on 
t h e  1 8 t h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  r i c e  w a s  t o  be evacua ted .  I wonder 
i f  you r e c a l l  t h a t ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I remember packing r ice ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  par -
t i c u l a r  t i m e  o r  d a t e .  
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Q The u n i t  l o c a t i o n  a t  0835 i n  t h e  morning of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
i t  shows Company B minus a t  743790, j u s t  n o r t h  o f  My Khe ( 4 )  , 
j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  b r i d g e .  Do you remember t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  Do 
you remember be ing  t h e r e ?  This  r e p o r t  was a p p a r e n t l y  made abou t  
0835 on t h e  morning of t h e  18 th .  That  i s  B Company minus, 
and B-20 which i s ,  I assume, t h e  2d P la toon ,  B-20 and t h e  81  
mor ta rs  w e r e  a t  742788. The u n i t  was down he re  by My Khe ( 4 )  , 
and a s  I remember t h e  o t h e r  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  B Company w a s  s p l i t  
about a thousand meters .  Does t h i s  b r i n g  any th ing  t o  mind? 
I wonder why t h e y  were s p l i t  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  a l o t  of  t imes  t h e  mor t a r s ,  w e  wou ldn ' t  have 
any use f o r  them. I n s t e a d  of  c a r r y i n g ,  you know, i f  you ' r e  
j u s t  going t o  make a sweep, we'd j u s t  l e t  them s i t  t h e r e  and 
one p l a toon  p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  them. 

Q Thi s  i s  a procedure  you d i d  o f t e n ,  t h e n ?  

A. Right .  

LTC NOLL: J u s t  from read ing  t h e  l o g ,  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  
they  were p u t t i n g  o u t  an ambush, p u t t i n g  one p l a t o o n  o u t  on 
ambush. 

COL WILSON: They cou ld ,  a t  t h a t  t ime  i n  t h e  morning. 

LTC NOLL: They xere t h e r e  o v e r n i g h t .  

COL WILSON: and t . h F ~is ?heir o v e r n i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  1 believe 
I saw somet&ing &,cut t h a t .  Now, a t  1900 on t h e  1 8 t h  of 
March B-6 r e q u e s t &  dustoff f o r  t h r e e  Vietnamese who w e r e  
wounded by BT a r t i l l e r y ,  booby-trapped a r t i l l e r y ,  r e q u e s t e d  
d u s t o f f .  H e  requested a d u s t o f f  a t  19C0, and t h e  n e x t  e n t r y  
i s  a t  1925; t h e  dus.Loff i s  complete.  Do you remember t h r e e  
Vietnamese ~ o u n d e r ?hy hhnoby-+.rapped, a.rt.i.3.iery? It. probably 
would have been-an axi-.i..l..lW round.  

A, I d o n ' t  know. W e  dusted-off  c i v i l i a n s  a s  w e  
found them. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I t  
doesn" g i v e  t h e  r~oca t ionof itn Now, a t  1 9 3 0  on t h e  18th: 
t h e  B-6 l o c a t i o n  w a s  g iven  as 751816. Tha t  i s  t h e  evening  s f  
t h e  1 8 t h ,  w i t h  anbush 200 mneters t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Tha t  i s  
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d e f i n i t e l y  an ambush s i t e  t h e r e .  C/1/20 l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
Apparently,  C Company was l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  18 th  and B Com-
pany remained, it appears  t o  be i n  a n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ,  remained 
t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  S i r ,  we p u t  an ambush o u t  every  n i g h t .  

Q This  was up h e r e  i n  t h e  An Khe a r e a ,  up i n  t h i s  
a rea .  A p r e t t y  b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e .  

A. Any t i m e  we moved d u r i n g  t h e  daytime, w e  always made 
no te  of l i k e l y  t r a i l s  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  and where we would 
p u t  o u t  an ambush a t  n i g h t .  

a. And t h a t ' s  w e r e  you s e t . u p  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  W e  would j u s t  keep moving, and j u s t  be fo re  dark w e  
would g e t  them i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember any i n c i d e n t s  o r  anyth ing  t h a t  
happened i n  t h e  p e r i o d  16  through 18? You d o n ' t  remember 
l eav ing  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  T r u t h f u l l y ,  I don I t  b e l i eve - - I  probably 
d i d n ' t  come o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  u n t i l  about t h e  1 8 t h  o r  so .  

Q You may n o t  have g o t t e n  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  17 th?  

A .  Right .  

Q I f  I show you photographs of Co Lay ( I ) ,  ( 2 )  , ( 3 1 ,
would t h i s  h e l p  you any? 

A .  They a l l  look t h e  same. 

Q I ask you, d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  D o t t i e  o r  Upt ight  when 
you were wi th  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I couldn'  t remember. W e  came t o  Up t igh t ,  D o t t i e ,  
wherever w e  landed whenever they  s a i d  t o  come i n .  W e  may be  
o u t  f o r  7 days b e f o r e  coming i n ;  w e  may be o u t  f o r  2 weeks. 
We only had t h e s e  two f i r e  b a s e s ,  s o  w e  j u s t  played checkers  
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
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Q- I want t a  look a t  t h e  Amerisal log  axd t h e  br igade  
log. L e t ' s  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1356 hours ,  1 4  January 
9970 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 0 2  hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A11 persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  Added t o  t h e  hea r ing  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  recess  is  
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e p e a t  what 

you t o l d  m e  dur ing  t h e  r ecess .  


A. S i r ,  about Colonel BARKER. I thought Colonel BARKER 
was r e a l l y  outs tanding .  He never  h e s i t a t e d  a minute. I f  you 
needed r e s u p p l i e s ,  you could use h i s  chopper. One time i n  par -  
t i c u l a r  I remember, we c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t s f f .  We had a c a s u a l t y  
and we c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  and Color,el BARKER was monitoring 
the r ad io .  Re s a i d ,  "Forget about it. I ' m  i n  t h e  a r e a .  1'11 
pick  them up." He came r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  and picked them r i g h t  
up. Another t ime I remember we were on Uptight  and t h e  company 
w a s  t h e r e .  We were wa i t ing  f o r  resupply and food, s o  we k e p t  
c a l l i n g  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a .  They k e p t  t e l l i n g  us no 
chopper a v a i l a b l e  and it was g e t t i n g  l a t e .  It was almost get-  
t i n g  dark a l r eady .  Colonel BARKER had j u s t  come t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  and he t o l d  me, he says ,  "Jump i n  my chopper and t a k e  it. I' 

% I picked up t h e  chow f o r  our  company, and t h e r e  was one o t h e r  
company i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I picked up chow f o r  two companies, 
landed o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  dropped t h e  chow o f f  t h a t  came r i g h t  

from t h e  f i r e  base.  On another  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  t h e  supply 

s e r g e a n t  came t o  b r i n g  us some s u p p l i e s  on D o t t i e ,  and he was 
s tuck  t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t ,  and Colonel BARKER wasn ' t  us ing  
h i s  chopper. H e  s a i d  t o  pu t  them on t h e  chopper and send them 
back t o  wherever they  were going. I know, l i k e  pay o f f i c e r ,  
Lieutenant  MUNDY, h e ' d  be t h e  pay o f f i c e r  and wouldn ' t have no 
problem when t h e  company would be s c a t t e r e d  around. I f  t h e  
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chopper w a s  a v a i l a b l e  he would be  a b l e  t o  use  it t o  g e t  t o  
t h e  t r o o p s .  

Q. . Sergean t ,  what happened a f t e r  t h e  1 8 ,  19 March 
pe r iod?  Was t h e r e  any change i n  o p e r a t i o n  procedures  o r  i n  
t h e  a r e a s  of o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force Barker  u n t i l  it had been 
d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was neve r  no change. It  always 
run accord ing  t o  normal,  no change. Nothing w a s  e v e r  s a i d .  
No t a l k ,  no rumors,  no th ing .  J u s t  a normal o p e r a t i o n .  I n  
f a c t ,  I t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MICHLES t h e  day b e f o r e  he g o t  k i l l -
ed.  H e  became t h e  S2 o f f i c e r ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  a t  
l e a s t  on hour  and asked him how he l i k e d  h i s  new job and 
eve ry th ing ;  and e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  running  smooth, sir.  

Q Have you e v e r  hea rd  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r -
ies be ing  made i n t o  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, sir.  The f i r s t  t ime w a s  when I s e e n  it i n  t h e  
paper .  

Q Have you e v e r  heard  any remarks by peop le ,  e i t h e r  
members of Task Force  Barker  o r  people  o u t s i d e  Task Force  
Barker ,  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  a bunch of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  had t h i s  one man, EBINGER. The guys 
used t o  t e l l  him a11 k inds  of t h i n g s .  H e  neve r  went t o  t h e  
f i e l d ,  and t h e y  would t e l l  him anyth ing  and he  would b e l i e v e  
it. H e  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  e v e r  t o l d  anyth ing .  They s a i d ,  
"Yeah, w e  went th rough  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  W e  raped t h e  v i l l a g e , "  
and a l l  t h i s  which I know i s n ' t  t r u e  because I w a s  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  But EBINGER would s i t  t h e r e  and b e l i e v e  it. 

Q Who was EBINGER? 

A. H e  w a s  a f e l l o w  who came ove r  t h e r e .  He had a pro-
f i l e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  o v e r  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  wro te  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  t h e r e .  What 
we d i d  w i t h  o u r  s i c k - c a l l e r s  , i f  a man had a p r o f i l e  o r  some-
t h i n g ,  t h e y  p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y  around t h e  TOC. Th i s  i s  where 
t hey  s t a y e d .  The b a t t a l i o n  medical  o f f i c e r  would t rea t  them 
eve ry  day. He would b e  t h e r e  f o r  t r e a t m e n t .  T h i s  way t h e y  
p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y .  I mean they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  w i th  do ing  
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noth ing .  They helped t h e  company o u t  l i k e  on a f i r e  base .  
For i n s t a n c e ,  when our  company h i t  t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  maybe you 
would have 10 people  t o  h e l p  you o u t  on guard a t  n i g h t ,  which 
would r e a l l y  be  a h e l p  t o  t h e  company; l e t  t h e  mzn g e t  a 
l i t t l e  more s l e e p .  I n s t e a d  of  k e e ~ i n q -them a l l  i n  one bunker ,  
t h e y  would a l l  go t o  s l e e p .  They w e r e  a bunch of  duds.  You 
had t o  sp read  them o u t ,  p u t  one i n  each bunker and r e a l l y  have 
a good man t o  c o n t r o l  t h e s e  people .  These a r e  t h e  people--
odds and ends  from t h e  company, imre o r  less ma l inge re r s .  

90 Who was t a l k i n g  about,  r a p i n g  this v i l l a g e ?  

A. Some of t h e  GI's told EEPNGEW t l i s .  H e  b e l i e v e d  
i t  and wro te  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

& I n  o t h e r  words, he got a L e t t e r  o f f  cn t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  about  a week b e f o r e  h e  ro ta ted ,  He wrote  it 
from LZ BaPdy. What w e  d i d ,  sir, w e  had t h r e e  resupply  
p l a c e s  down i n  Duc Phu. T h i s  was i ;d ie~eC~LLL. b a s e  cai-ilp w a s ,  
r e a l l y .  Then w e  were up i n  the C h u  I.!ai a rea  because we had 
o p e r a t i o n s  up i n  t h a t  a r e a  and where w e  g o t  a l l  ou r  r e s u p p l i e s .  
L a t e r  on,  t h e y  were o p e r a t i n g  up araund Baidy,  and come t o  
f i n d  o u t ,  t hey  p u t  scme an t h e  pad 2nd it walked away. I t  
wou ldn ' t  g e t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  s s  you would have a man s i t t i n g  on 

pad a l l  day i"fiy. I wei-iL dcwi l  khere  pe---0-ia f la l ly  and g o t  
EBINGER and brought  him up t h e r e .  T h a t  was h i s  s o l e  job a l l  
day long ,  t o  s i t  t h e r e  and make s u r e  nobody f o o l e d  wi th  t h e  
s t u f f  b e i n g  s e n t  out t o  t h e  f i e i d  for r e szpp ly .  That  was t h e  
only r ea son  he was a t  LZ BaPdy. 

Q- What ever happened t o  t 3 . i ~l e t t e r  he wrote?  

A. W e l l ,  he  s e n t , i t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  D iv i s ion  s e n t  
a l i g h t  c o l o n e l  down t h e r e  t o  check I t  o u t  and come t o  f i n d  
o u t ,  it w a s n ' t  t r u e .  

Q When w a s  t h i s ?  

A .  Thi s  was abcut  December o r  October of  1968. He 
wro te  it t o  P r e s i d e n t  JOHNSON. I r e a d  a copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  
It mentioned---EBINGER used t o  g e t  t h e  newspapers,  and t h e s e  
newspapers w e r e  supposed t o  have been Communist pape r s .  
EBINGER d i d  w r i t e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and s a i d ,  "Some people  c a l l  
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a 'lame legged duck, ' bu t  I don 't t h i n k  you a r e .  " He says ,  
, I can s e e  why people a r e  Communist. How would you l i k e  
f somebody came i n t o  your v i l l a g e  and raped your  daughter  

o r  something l i k e  t h i s ?  T h a t ' s  why a l l  t h e s e  people a r e  Com-
munist." T h a t ' s  about a l l  I remember of t h a t .  

Q. This  was s e n t  about September o r  October of 1968? 

A. Right.  He wrote it while he was on LZ Baldy because 
of t h e  combat s t a t i o n e r y ,  t o  make it look good; LZ Baldy, l i k e  
he  was o u t  t h e r e  somewhere. He wrote it a week before  he l e f t  
s o  it would g e t  t h e r e  by t h e  t ime h e ' d  be gone. 

Q. Is t h i s  what happened? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q When t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  from d i v i s i o n  came 
down t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  d i d  he  i n t e r -
view you? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  he interviewed m e .  

Q. Under oath? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you s i g n  a s ta tement? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, I d i d n ' t .  He a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  
Sergeant VANN. H e  wanted t o  know who EBINGER was working f o r ,  
and I t o l d  him Sergeant  VANN had him up t h e r e  on LZ Baldy, and 
he interviewed Sergeant  VANN a l s o .  

Q. When was t h e  l a s t  time you saw Sergeant  VANN? 

A. I n  November, when he  r o t a t e d ,  s ir .  November of 1968. 

Q. Who e l s e  d i d  he in terv iew? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q What was Sergeant  VANN's job? 

(DAHNER) 44  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-152 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Sergeant  VANN was a mor ta r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  L a t e r  
on ,  t hey  brought  him i n  from t h e  f i e l d  when we needed somebody 
up t h e r e  a t  Baldy f o r  resupply .  Me handled resupply  up a t  
Baldy. W e  had t h r e e  resupply  p o i n t s  a t  one t i m e .  Se rgean t  
VANN was one of t h e s e  people  who was r e a l l y  ou t s t and ing .  Rea l ly  
dependable ,  r e a l l y  a hard  worker.  H e  w a s  a person  who r e a l l y  
knew mor ta rs .  

LTC NOLL: Did t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n e l u d e  a s h o r t a g e  of  l e e c h  
r e p e l l e n t  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ?  

A. Oh, he  mentioned something & o u t  i t .  H e  d i d  mention 
something about  l e e c h  r e p e l l e n t .  W e  never  worked i n  t h i s  -90 
b e f o r e  and we w e r e  i n  a l o t  of wa te r .  We would g e t  l e e c h e s  
and nobody i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  had e v e r  o rde red  l e e c h  r e p e l l e n t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h a t ' s  what it was. H e  nen t i cned  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  f o u r  b o t t l e s  of l eech  r e p e l l e n t  and they  were given t o  t h e  
s e r g e a n t  major and he k e p t  them a l l ,  which i s  n o t  t r u e  because 
it w a s  e i t h e r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o r  five b o t t l e s  of l e e c h  r e p e l l e n t  
and t h e  s e r g e a n t  major personi-aa8lY Lubh Liit=iii dild hand-car r ied  
them t o  each  company and gave one t o  each company. The s e r -
g e a n t  major hand-car r ied  them c u t  t h e r e  himself  t o  t h e  com-
pany. Th i s  was something new. W e  had neve r  encounte red  no th ing  
l i k e  t h i s  before .  N o  one had ever reqv-ested i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
a s h o r t a g e  a t  that  t i m e ,  for a s h o r t  pez iod  of t i m e ,  

COL WILSON: Aside from t h i s  particular i n c i d e n t  w i t h  EBINGER,  
do you know of any o the r  a l l e g a t i o n s  that have been made about  
m i s t r e a t i n g  t h e  V f  etnamese? 

A. No, sir. 1 kncw many t i m e s  the campany commander 
would t a l k  to all the people  i n  a group and e x p l a i n  t o  them 
t h a t  i f  h e  e v e r  caught  anybody touching  t h e s e  women, he would 
be given a g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  I heard him say  it a t  l e a s t  
a dozen t i m e s :  "I a m  n o t  going t o  have no d e a l i n g ,  p e r i o d ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of whether  i t ' s  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o r  what . "  Even i f  
t h e y  went down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  it was s t r i c t l y  o f f  l i m i t s .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  v i i l a g e  by LZ D o t t i e  w a s  open b u t  it w a s  o f f  
l i m i t s  f o r  ou r  company. H e  d i d n ' t  want t o  have nobody t o  
have any d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  women. 

Q. What w a s  B Company's a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese 
as a whale ,  t h e  unit, i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  u n i t ?  
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A.  I t h i n k  it was p r e t t y  good, r e a l l y .  The only t h i n g  
was they were a l i t t l e  suspic ious  of them. That was about it. 
You didn ' t know who was who. Who was your f r i e n d .  He w a s  
your f r i e n d  i n  t h e  daytime; maybe a t  night--we were never  r e a l l y  
t h a t  c l o s e  t o  them, contac t .  We j u s t  went i n  t h e r e  t o  check 
them o u t ,  and t h a t ' s  about it. 

MR WALSH: How about r u l e s  of engagement? Did Captain MICHLES 
t a l k  about t h a t  a t  a l l  t o  your company, about ha rass ing  them 
o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ,  reconning by f i r e  o r  unnecessar i ly  shoot-
ing  up populated a reas?  

A.  He mentioned it many times about how you d o n ' t  j u s t  
go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  t h e i r  c a t t l e  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  l i k e  
water  b u f f a l o ,  which w e r e  r e a l l y  worth t h e r e  weight  i n  gold 
over  t h e r e .  I t ' s  t h e  farmer ' s  s o l e  possess ion .  He may have 
worked h i s  whole l i f e  j u s t  t o  buy t h a t  and we ' re  n o t  t o  k i l l  
them. I 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  were any opera t ions  o r  i n c i -
dents  t h a t  you r e c a l l  where t h e  t roops needed some more t a l k i n g  
t o  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  That they  may have used a l i t t l e  more f i r e  
power than they  should have? 

A. No, s ir .  That was one t h i n g  he a l s o  to ld - them.  You 
had t o  conserve your ammunition. You j u s t  d o n ' t  waste it. I f  
you d i d  waste it, by t h e  time you got  r e supp l i ed  maybe it would 
be a l i t t l e  t o o  l a t e  i f  you j u s t  wasted it. 

Q Do you ever  remember an i n c i d e n t  a t  any t ime where 
MICHLES go t  mad a t  any s o l d i e r s ,  any u n i t  f o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  
c i v i l i a n s ,  d e t a i n e e s ,  . o r  us ing  t o o  much f i r e  power? 

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f ,  

LTC NOLL: Do you know i f  E B I N G E R ' s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P res iden t  
was r e l a t e d  t o  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  a t  any s p e c i f i c  t ime? 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you have knowledge of your s o l d i e r s  when they 
came down wi th  VD? 
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A, I had a few s o l d i e r s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  Th i s  Chu La i  a r e a  
t h i s  i s  one r ea son  why you have t o  have somebody check your  
r e a r  a r e a ,  o the rwi se  t h e  people  g e t  r e a l l y  w i l d .  I n  t h e  Chu 
L a i  a r e a  t hey  had a v i l l a g e  and t h e  people  would go i n  t h e r e .  
They had p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e r e  and they  could  p i c k  it up. 

42. Was t h i s  a major problem a r e a  i n  Chu La i?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  I n  f a c t ,  l a t e x  on b e f o r e  I l e f t  I 
know t h e  whole v i l l a g e  was o f f  l i m i t s .  I t  would be o f f  l i m i t s  
for maybe a month a t  a t i m e  o r  s o ,  t h e n  it would be back on.  
I know i t ' s  ha rd  t o  keep txa,ck. Once t h e y  say  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i s  o f f  l i m i t s  and you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it 
b e c a ~ s ey o u ' r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and t h e n  they  say  it" on 
l i m i t s  aga in .  So,  t h e  people  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d - - t h e r e  i s  only 
a few peop le  t h a t  were i n  t h e  r e a r ,  you know, t o  go t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  ox something t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  them. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony t h a t  might as-
s is t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I know when I was o u t  i n  Task Force Barker ,  Major 
CALHOUN t o l d  the company comma.nder--we were i n  t h e  TO6 t h e r e  
one day--he t o l d  t h e  company comander ,  he p o i n t e d  t o  me and 
s a y s ,  "I d a n s t  want him t o  ga to t h e  f i e l d  any more," T h a t ' s  
why I k i n d  o f  s t a y e d  a r ~ u n da little, b u t  I 2id keep going 
to t h e  f i e l d .  I s tayed  o ~ tt h e r e  t h e  +-FL-.e, but 2jkefi I 
w a s  around t h e r e ,  Dottie or  so ,  I stayed az-.~iindt h e  TOC and 
made s u r e  t h e  p l a c e  was s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  and Major CALHOUN 
would see m e  a t  this and 'c3n.en when t h e  company moved o u t .  

. . 

Q It sounds like Major CALHOUN i s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t
h imse l f  i n  t r o u b l e  t e l l i n g  t h e  company commander t o  keep you 
i n .  

A .  Well, he f i g u r e d  i t ' s  my t h i r d  war and i t ' s  t ime  
f o r  me t o  stay in. Major CALHOUN was r ea l ly  an o u t s t a n d i n g  
person.  

Q Bid you s e e  a Pot  of  Major CALHOUN? 

A. I saw him a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you provided  u s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  docu-
mentary in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you have r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and 
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t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  u n i t .  D o  you have any photographs o r  . 
t ape  recordings o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  back home? 

A. . J u s t  p i c t u r e s  of myself. I had a camera, but  I 
d i d n ' t  t a k e  no p i c t u r e s  because my wife d i d n ' t  know I was o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I would send them home t o  h e r  and she  would 
develop them. She would s e e  me with a  couple of buddies ,  
and t h a t ' s  about it. No i n c i d e n t s  o r  combat o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s .  

Q I t h i n k  you s t a t e d ,  b u t  I want you t o  be s u r e  i f  
you haven ' t  heard any rumors, o t h e r  than  t h e  EBINGER t h i n g ,  of 
a l l e g a t i o n s  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  during 
t h i s  time per iod  by e i t h e r  B Company o r  C Company. 

A. No rumors, no nothing.  No i n c i d e n t s ,  ha rass ing  by 
t h e  t roops .  

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  was e v e r  a problem with mari-
juana i n  B Company? 

A *. S i r ,  t h e r e  were problems a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  You 
c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p i n p o i n t  it down. I know when we got  t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  
it would pop up. I had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  somebody i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
over  t h e r e  w a s  s e l l i n g  it, bu t  we never t r a c e d  it down. In f a c t ,  
one man, CANTU, one n i g h t  when we got  mortared, he was high 
on t h e  s t u f f .  I know he was, and he was t ang led  up i n  t h e  
barbed w i r e .  I don' t know why somebody didn 't shoot  him. H e  
s a i d  he w a s  going t o  t h e  l a t r i n e  and t h e  rounds s t a r t e d  coming 
i n  and he t r i e d  t o  make it back t o  h i s  bunker, and we found 
him i n  t h e  barbed wi re ,  t h e  concer t ina  wi re .  He was a l l  c u t  
up, s o  we got  h i m  and we took h i m  t o  t h e  a i d  s t a t i o n ,  and t h e  
doctor  t h e r e  s a i d  he c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  prove what he was doing. 
He d i d n ' t  have noth ing  on him a t  t h a t  t ime.  H e  was j u s t  lucky 
t h a t  our own people d i d n ' t  shoot  him a t  t h e  t ime.  He was i n  
t h e  concer t ina  wire .  This was where t h e  r a c k e t  was. We heard 
a  no i se  t h e r e .  We thought  i t  was Char l i e .  W e  went down and 
checked it o u t ,  and t h a t ' s  who it was. 

Q W e l l ,  you don t know of any problem wi th  marijuana
dur ing  opera t ions  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  o r  anybody t h a t  was 
using it excess ive ly?  
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A. J u s t  CANTU. This  was about  t h e  on ly  t ime.  

COL WILSON: Well ,  s e r g e a n t ,  we r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n ,  and a l l  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  you brought  i n  i s  going t o  h e l p  
us a l o t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  on t h i s  t h i n g .  I would l i k e  t o  ask 
you t h a t  when you g e t  back, dnd iC you t u r r ~up a n y t h i n g  that 
you may have over looked t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  B Company d u r i n g  t h a t  3 o r  4 day p e r i o d ,  t h a t  
you c a l l  us and t e l l  us what it is  and maybe w e  can make a r rang-
ments t o  g e t  it. A f t e r  you l e a v e  h e r e ,  I want you t o  go down 

' and  I ' l l  have somebody from t h e  w i t n e s s  s e c t i o n  come up and g e t  
you. Ta lk  t o  them and g ive  them any a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  
t h a t  you may have on w i t n e s s e s .  Whenever you f i n i s h ,  t h e y ' l l  
p roces s  you o u t  and g e t  you o u t  t o n i g h t  o r  t o i~~or row.  

I want t o  g ive  you some a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
You are o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i nves  ti-
g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you 
nay be requi . red s o  t o  do b e f o r e  c o m p e t e ~ tj u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  
i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  q e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  e a s e  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v .-
Galley, your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
and e f f e c t  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  I know you a r e  n o t .  

Now, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  Se rgean t  LIAS, I m-de r s t and ,  i s  h e r e  and 
I j u s t  want t o  t a l k  t o  him and k i n d  of b r i n g  him up t o  d a t e  
when t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was going on ,  when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  
k i l l e d ,  s o  maybe h e  can t h i n k  about  it i n  t h e  meantime. 

COL WILSON: L e t  me do  t h a t .  

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

9 .  I f  you t a l k  t o  Se rgean t  LIAS, you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  c a s e ;  any th ing  else you want t o  b u t  n o t  what w e  d i s cus sed .  

A. R igh t .  

9 It i s  my p l a n  t o  b r i n g  Se rgean t  LIAS up h e r e  a s  soon 
as you l e a v e ,  so you may o r  may n o t  s e e  him anyhow. 
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A. 	 Right. 


COL WILSON: 	 That terminates the testimony. 


(The hearing recessed at 1429 hours, 14 January 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : HEDDTE, Gary L. 

D?*TE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: M/A 

CGUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 15 ,MARCH 1968: RTG, ~ / 4 / 3 .  

1, PRIOR TR-ATB?TP?C T?? THE Rr?LEE Q* 3PJf2 ?'i.?'-?P4P3. 

W h i l e  ir,Hawaii,  the w i t n e s s  drove f o r  Captain  MICHLES 
and as a d r i v e r  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  mcst o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
(pgs.  4 ,  59. H e  r e c a l l e d  no t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Conventibns 
o r  t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam 
!pg, 5 1 .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND B R I E F I N G S .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  oil 15  March MICHLES b r i e f e d  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and then  b r i e f e d  t h e  comnand group,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  medic and h imse l f  (pgs.  6,7). The wi tnes s  
could n o t  remember anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  
no r  could  h e  remember t h e  ass ignments  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
p l a t o o n s  (pgs .  8 ,  1 0 ,  11). H e  h e a r d  no o r d e r  concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s  (pg. 9 )  . 
3. ACTION OF B/4/3 .  

a. Movement o f  company.: 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he went i n t o  t h e  Son My 
a r e a  on t h e  second l i f t ;  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any 
f i r e  (pg. 13 ) . H e  no ted  h i s  r a d i o  was on t h e  company n e t  
(pg.  3 ) .  H e  remembered MICHLES on t h e  r a d i o  a sk ing  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n ,  which was s e p a r a t e d  frorn t h e  rest of  t h e  company, i f  

(HIDDIE) 1 , SUM APP T-228 

FOR O F F I C I ~USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t h e r e  w e r e  any women and c h i l d r e n  inc luded  i n  t h e  body count  
which they  had submi t ted  t h a t  morning (pg. 2 5 ) .  However, t h e  
w i tnes s  was n o t  s u r e i f  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  was made du r ing  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  MILUS 
be ing  k i l l e d  by mor t a r s  i n  a n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  beach 
(pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  a l s o  remembered t h e  eng inee r s  who were 
accompanying h i s  u n i t  be ing  r e s u p p l i e d  wi th  dynamite (pgs .  2 0 ,  
2 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen members o f  h i s  company use  
dynamite t o  d e s t r o y  t u n n e l s ,  b u t  had never  seen  them use  
dynamite t o  d e s t r o y  b u i l d i n g s  (pg. 25) . 

Burnings wi tnessed .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  s i x  o r  e i g h t  hootches  be ing  
burned i n  an o p e r a t i o n  a long  t h e  c o a s t ,  b u t  he  was n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  it occu r red  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  23, 24) . H e  a l s o  
recounted h e a r i n g  MICHLES t e l l  t h e  men t o  s t o p  burn ing  
hootches .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  i f  t h i s  o r d e r  r e s u l t e d  from at 
command from Colonel  HENDERSON o r  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER 
(pg. 22) . H e  cou ld  n o t  t e s t i f y  w i th  any c e r t a i n t y  i f  t h e s e  
occur rences  happened on t h e  same o p e r a t i o n  i n  which t h e  
eng inee r s  accompanied h i s  u n i t  (pg. 24) . 

c .  I n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  w i tnes sed .  

The witness rezc?n ized  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON as e 
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f ~ c e r  who came and i n t e r r o g a t e d  
d e t a i n e e s .  He d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  saw t h e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  one 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  which t h r e e  o r  f o u r  Na t iona l  Police accompanied 
h i s  u n i t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them i n t e r r o g a t e  any 
p r i s o n e r s .  He h e a r d  no th ing  about  t h e i r  having s h o t  O r  
t o r t u r e d  any p r i s o n e r s  (pgs .  14 ,  15)  . The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  he  had seen  d e t a i n e e s  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t  had never  
seen  anyone do any b o d i l y  harm t o  them (pg. 22) . 
4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no rumors o f  any i r r e g u l a r  occurrences  
dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and no rumors t h a t  Task Force  Barker  had 
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  civilians (pg. 29!. H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  
could  r e c a l l  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e v e r  havlng been made (pgs.  23,28)* 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. U s e  o f  mari juana.  

The w i t n e s s  had hea rd  t h a t  mar i juana  was be ing  used by 
members o f  h i s  company du r ing  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  he  had no d i r e c t  
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knowledge of t h i s .  H e  r e l a t e d  ove rhea r ing  a conve r sa t ion  
between Capta in  M I C H L i S  and h i s  first s e r g e a n t  about  t h e  use 
of mari.juana, but could r e c a l l  no th ing  in p a r t i c u l a r  about  
this conve r sa t ion  (pg. 3 0 ) .  

b . Treatment of pr'is'o'n'ers. 
The wi tnes s  d e f i n i t e l y  asserted t h a t  he had no 

kncvhedge of any TJiet Cons s u s p e c t s  ever being t o r t u r e d  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  

S U M  APP T-228 


-
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




. -

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

P-21 ( Miscellaneous Scene 
I 

P-20 

P-22 I Miscellaneous Scene 
1 

Miscellaneous Scene 

P-23 

P-28 

NOTES 
The witness re-
coqnized HUFFMAN, 
Wit recognized no 
one. 
Witness recognized 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

P-185 

HOUGHTON, LIAS, 
and MARSHALL. 

Aerial photo 

Witness recognized 
MI lieutenant. 
'Witwas not 
familiar with. 
Wit recoqnized 
MICHLES and MERCER 
Witness did not 
recoqniz e  area. 

Wit oriented. 

PAGES 
9 

16 

- 4  
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(The hea r ing  came t o  o r d e r  a t  0930 hour s ,  24 Janu-. 
a r y  1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH , LTC NOLL , and MAJ THOMAS . 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Gary L. H I D D I E .  

(NR H I D D I E  was called as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Please  s ta te  your Z u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and resi-
dence. 

A. Gary L e e  H I D D I E ;  occupa t ion ,  c c n s t r u c t i o n ;  r e s i -
zane-, 90 1/12 &+\ L L C . ~ L ,  v:iscszsin..A S + - - e "  "1 i- i m n v i i l ~ ,L L - L L L U  

COL WILSON: M r .  H I D D I E ,  b e f ~ r ewe proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  in form you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  The Peers  Inqu i ry  
%?asd i r e c t e d  by the Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army fo; t h e  purpose of making f i n d i n g s  and recommenda- 
4-4,,,,,, m n n n n v n  izg the ,"I.r7 b z i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 15 Mzrch 1968.,,,,,,,,, I n  
conduct ing h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General  PEERS determined t h a t  it 
w a s  neces sa ry  t o  have an i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and 
a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  of B/4/3 and t h e  pe r iod  "hat he i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  i s  1 6  through 19 March i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a .  H e  
t h e r e f o r e  appo in t ed  t h i s  board r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  In t e rv i ew Team 
C t o  q u e s t i o n  pe r sonne l  of B Company and p repa re  a complete 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n s .  You may e x p e c t  General  
PEERS o r  o t h e r  members o f ,  h i s  board t o  come i n  h e r e  a t  any 
t i m e  i f  t h e y  are f r e e  from t h e i r  o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h  and a 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  
be ing  p repa red  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  
of it may become a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge. During t h e  
i n t e r v i e w  w e  w i l l  t r y  t o  fo l low a  sequence of c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
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ques t ion ing .  The f i r s t  series of q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerning 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e  from H a w a i i  o r  p r i o r  t o  
your  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Republ ic  of  Vietnam. Second, we  w i l l  in -
q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n s  
which took p l a c e  on t h e  16 th ;  t h e  b r i e f i n g  probably took 
p l a c e  on t h e  15 th .  And t h i r d  w i l l  concern t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  
t h e  16 th  through t h e  19 th  of March. F i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  con-
c e r n  any knowledge you may have of p rev ious  i n q u i r i e s  or in -
ves t i g a t i o n s  o r  complaints  t h a t  w e r e  made concern ing  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  by anybody i n  Task Force Barker,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
conf ined  t o  B Company. 

This  board c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people .  M r .  WALSH 
on my r i g h t  i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  the S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS. 
Colonel  NOLL and I a l s o  a r e  members of  t h e  board.  A l l  t h r e e  
of us have a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. I t ' s  n o t  w i t h i n  ou r  
p r e r o g a t i v e  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  make recommendations t o  the 
S e c r e t a r y  of the Army. This  is s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  t h e  purview 
of General  PEERS. H e  is t h e  one t h a t  w i l l  de te rmine  t h e  f i n -
d ings ,  n o t  us.  

Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone i n  
B Company o r  Task Force  Barker p r i o r  t o  coming h e r e ?  

A. N o ,  sir, I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  anyb&y. 

What w a s  your  assignment on 16 March 1968? 

Do you have down t h e r e  when w e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

Q. Do you mean do I have your a s s i g n r e n t  when you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. I mean when t h e  company-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  December. 

A.  I 'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  when 
March 16th. , . .  

Q- W e l l  l e t ' s  see i f  we  can b r i n g  anyth ing  back t o  
you. 
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A, For about  t h e  f i r s t  5 or 6 months i n  Vietnam I was 
i n  the r e a r .  I j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  i f  I was i n  t h e  
rear. 


@. W e l l ,  when d i d  you go on R&R? 


A. I never  had t h a t ,  s i r ,  

Q - How about  the T e t  Of fens ive  i n  1968? Do you r e - 

rnenber where you w e r e  then?  Quang Ngai came under a t t a c k .  


A,  I b e l i e v e  I was i n  t h e  rear in chu ~ a i .  


MR WALSH: Do y ~ u  remember when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  


A, I w a s  aut i n  the f i e i d  t hen .  


(Zo Th.a t=s t$s operat ien we ' re talkini;;: abau t .  


A, I was o u t  t h e r e  tna t  day. 


COL WILSON: Wha-f.was you:[ assignsxent a t  tha t  t ime? 


A. RTO, 

Q. For  wham? 

A. Captain MICHLES , 


Q- Captain  MICHLES , company commander? 


A. Right .  

Q- Which n e t  were you on? 


A, Company. 


Q o  During t h e  t ime you were n o t  w i t h  t h e  company i n  

Chu La i ,  what w a s  your assignment t h e r e ?  

A. Supply s e r g e a n t .  

Q- h d  when d i d  you come down from Chu La i?  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  About how long  before t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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LTC NOLL: Had you been on o t h e r  ope ra t ions  wi th  t h e  company 
i n  the  f i e l d ?  

A. Right ,  I was i n  the P i n k v i l l e  p l a c e  two o r  t h r e e  
t i m e s .  

Q. Before COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I was ou t  i n  the f i e l d  with  the  company a f t e r  he 
was k i l l e d .  

Q . How about  be fo re?  

A. Before too ,  once o r  twice .  But whenever we'd go 
o u t  w e  ' d  go o u t  t o  a f i r e  base ,  and most of the t i m e  when I 
was i n  t h e  rear t h e  company would come t o  t h e  f i r e  base and I 
would go o u t  t o  t h e  f i r e  base and tend t o  t h e  r a d i o s - and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t .  I wasnst o u t  i n  the  f i e l d  f u l l  t i m e .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember when you jo ined  the  company 
from Chu Lai ,  when you came forward t o  the  f i r e  base? 

A. No. 

Q- Were you ass igned  t o  t h e  u n i t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Right ,  

Q How long w e r e  you wi th  them i n  Hawaii? 

A. I b e l i e v e  about 8 weeks o r  so. 

Q - While you were t h e r e  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  movement concerning handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of war 
and noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, how do you mean t h a t ,  s i r ?  We w e r e  
o u t  i n  t h e  Kahuku Mountains, o r  whatever you c a l l  i t ,  every 
week w e  w a s  o u t  t h e r e .  A s  a d r i v e r  I never  took a l o t  of 
t r a i n i n g .  

Q Youqre say ing  now t h a t  you w e r e  Captain  MICHLES ' 
d r i v e r ?  
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A, Right .  Not when I f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e .  I was 
ove r  t h e r e  I ' d  say  a month and they come down and asked f o r  
d r i v e r s  and I w a s  a s s igned  as h i s  d r i v e r '  over  t h e r e .  

Q - So you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t o o  much of 
the t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  I d i d  b u t  then la te r  
on 1 was j u s t  d r i v i n g  him back and f o r t h .  

Q a  m a t  about wkez ycu 9' t o  Vietnam, were you s t i l l  
h i s  d r i v e r ?  

A, Ri.2h.t:  well, the jeep t h a t  we  had i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  
that w a s  l o s t  somehow, But t hen  he w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and 
I s t a y e d  back a t  Duc Fhs. I was i n  t h e  rear t h e r e  f o r  2 o r  3 
months b e f o r e  I went out in t h e  f i e l d .  

Q - So =hen you got  to Vietnam, you w e r e n ' t  w i t h  t h e  
~ ~ i t  lefk D:_;l.c Fho?when they 

A, X zevzr w e r i t  ~ u tcn those first o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q - -- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 - n ~ ~r t r a i n i n g  i n  fir. :,r.3-1~d ~ - P _ T J E ~~~ P ~ P F T ~ E ~ ?+ _ 
Due Pho area? 

A, T r a i n i n g,, you mean- -

Q- ( 2 ~ t e r p o s i n g )  I 'm speaking  p r i m a r i l y  of handl ing  
of  POW'S and noncombatants, Geneva Convention? 

A. Not that I c a n . r e c a l 1 .  

Q e  
 Nothing about  r e p o r t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  of methods of 
hand l ing  POWss, t h i s  sort o f  t h i n g ?  

A, No. 

Q - What you w e r e  t o  do wi th  POW'S, VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A, Not that  I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q o  Okay, l e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of r i g h t  be fo re  t h i s  
combat a s s a u l t ,  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  1 6 t h  of March which i s  t h e  
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day Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  Do you recall which f i r e  
base you were on? 

A. Not r i g h t  offhand. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t  me ask you what you w e r e  t o l d  p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t .  Who b r i e f e d  you, and what were you 
t o l d  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e  were b r i e f e d  by Captain MICHLES. 

Q. Who is  "we"? 

A. The company. 

Q. The whole company was b r i e  fed? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  RTO 's and the  p la toon l e a d e r s .  

Q - Did you attend--I 'm no t  t r y i n g  to--I want you t o  
th ink  back now and remember t h i s  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  you can. Did 
you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  with the  whole company, d i d  you a t t e n d  
a  b r i e f i n g  of p la toon l e a d e r s ,  o r  were you b r i e f e d  by some-
one e l s e ?  I'm t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what type of b r i e f i n g  you 
rece ived  and who gave i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  j u s t  platoon l e a d e r s  and I iTO's .  

Q. J u s t  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and RTO's .  Do you re- , 
member when t h i s  w a s  given? 

A. No, t h a t  I don ' t .  


Q - Do you remember the  time of day? 


A. No, t h a t  I d o n ' t  know e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q - Let  me ask you t h i s :  i s  it normal, d i d  the  company 
commander have a r o u t i n e  procedure p r i o r  t o  combat a s s a u l t s ?  
Did he normally b r i e f  the pla toon leaders, d i d  he b r i e f  the  
whole company, o r  what w a s  h i s  normal r o u t i n e ?  

A. Platoon l eaders .  
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Q o  And a t  the  time he b r i e f e d  the pla toon l eaders  
d id  he b r i e f  t h e  RTOts? 

A, N o ,  I guess we w e r e  nevex i r l  on that, W e  were 
tending t h e  r a d i o s ,  b u t  he never d i d  speak personal ly  t o  us. 

Q Surely somebody b r i e f e d  the  R T O e s  on what the t h i n g  
was going t o  be; t h e y ' r e  p r e t t y  important  people.  Who's going 
t o  t e l l  you what t o  do, who i s  going t o  t e l l  you what a i r c r a f t - -
we l l ,  y o u ' l l  be with him, but  who i s  going t o  t e l l  you how long 
you're going t o  be i n  the  f i e l d ,  and whether t o  c a r r y  your 
s l eep ing  bag, and how many r a t i o n s  t o  take?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ,  he d id ,  but  I mean we never s a t  i n  
l i k e  say one wi th  the  cap ta in  and the  r e s t  of t h e  platoon 
l eaders .  They'd go and b r i e f  t h e i r  p la toons  on what the cap-
t a i n  had t o  say.  Then h e ' d  t e l l  us what we were t o  do and 
&at we were t o  t ake  along, 

& Who e l s e  would he t e l l  bes ides  you, the  o t h e r  
RTO ' s ?  

A. The RTO 's and the  medic. 

c2 - H i s  command group? 

A. Right.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words he he ld  a s e p a r a t e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  
h i s  command group? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r .  . 

Q. A f t e r  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ?  

A. Right ,  a f t e r  he Id b r i e f e d  those and they Id go 
t o  put  the information o u t  t o  each i n d i v i d u a l  p la toon,  he 
would t e l l  us. 

Q - '  D i d  he have t h e  supply se rgean t  i n  t h e r e  and peo-
p l e  l i k e  t h a t ,  about resupply,  o r  d id  he just have the  R T O ' s  
and medics and people t h a t  were going t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. Right ,  people  t h a t  were going t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  have the  support  people? 

A. When w e  needed s u p p l i e s  and t h a t ,  it w a s  c a l l e d  i n .  

Q H e  d i d n ' t  have any b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  supply people? 

A. No, except  t h a t  n i g h t  when they c a l l e d  i n  f o r  what 
was needed. 

Daily requirements? 

A. Right.  

Q. Were you t o l d  anything a b o u t . t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when 
you were b r i e f e d ?  Were you t o l d  what t h e  company was going 
t o  do, where they w e r e  going? 

A, Right ,  we  w e r e  t o l d  the  name of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i f  
it w a s  f r i e n d l y  o r  non-fr iendly,  and what our  purpose f o r  
going t h e r e  w a s .  

Q o  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion ,  and w e '  11 go back 
t o  the  reminder t h a t  M r .  WALSH gave you about the  l i e u t e n a n t  
being k i l l e d  on the f o l h w i n g  day,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  tixe frame, 
do you remember what your i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  on t h i s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  opera t ion?  Was it a s e a r c h  and des t roy ,  was it a search  
and clear, o r  w a s  it any d i f f e r e n t  from any o p e r a t i o n  you had 
been conducting? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember what w e  w e r e  t o l d .  

Q This ope ra t ion  d o e s n ' t  s t and  o u t  i n  your mind a s  
being d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. No, it d o e s n ' t  

Q Nothing you w e r e  t o l d ,  nothing t h e  command group 
was t o l d  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was going t o  be anything d i f -  
f e r e n t  he re  than it was dur ing  the  o t h e r  t i m e s  t h a t  you went 
o u t  on a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A* No. 
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8 Would you have remembered, was t h e r e  anyth ing  
about  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  conducted t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h a t  s t r u c k  you as be ing  d i f f e r e n t  o r  i r r e g u l a r ?  

A. N o ,  because any t h a t  I w e r e  e v e r  i n  w e r e  search  
m i s s i ~ n s .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  only type  you e v e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ?  

A, I b e l i e v e  so ,  

Q - Were t h e r e  any o r d e r s  given t h a t  you know of con-
ce rn ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  02 v i l l a g e s ?  

A, Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q - How about  burn ing  h u t s ?  

.A, There w e r e  t i m e s  w h e n  I see13 -I-.ha.f-.- I donst know 
whether t hey  w e r e  o rde red  t o  or  n o t ,  

Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  do you recall  whe-
t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  about l e v e l l i n g  a r e a s  
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex, d e s t r o y i n g  them? 

A. Not  %hat I knew 0 5 ,  sir ,  

Q - How about t h e  food s t o c k s ,  any th ing  on food s t o c k s ,  
what t o  do w i L %  food s u p p l i e s ,  r ecove r  it? 

A. That  was c a l l e d  i n  and choppered o u t .  

Q - &y.thing abou t  animals?  

A* N o .  

Q. All r i g h t ,  now, w a s  it normal i n  your  d a i l y  oper-
a t i o n s  t o  burn h u t s  o r  burn v i l l a g e s ?  

A, N o .  

W a s  it normal t o  d e s t r o y  food s t o c k s ?  

. A. Not t o  d e s t r o y  themi b u t  c a l l  i n  and they  were 
' .evacuated. 
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Q. Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  r ega rd ing  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no. 

Q What d i d  t h e  company commander t e l l  you about t h e  
enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e ?  

A. This is  i n  P i n k v i l l e  now? 

Q This  is on t h e  ope ra t ion ,  where you went i n t o  your 
combat a s s a u l t .  D i d  you expec t  a t  t h i s  t ime anyth ing  abnormal 
about  t h e  enemy? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  went i n ?  -

Q* Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q. Same o l d  t h i n g ,  same ope ra t ion ,  ano the r  combat as-
s a u l t ,  no d i f f e r e n t ,  enemy s i t u a t i o n  no d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  
t ime? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you normally t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  RTO's  a f t e r  
t h i s  type of b r i e f i n g ?  Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you have t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  about ,  coord ina te ,  g e t  your f requencies  ass igned? 

A. Right.  

Q Is t h e r e  any t ing  you have t o  t a l k  ove r ,  any changes
i n  c a l l  s i g n s ,  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  communication l i n g o  t h a t  you 
have t o  go through? 

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h a t  again? 

Q. I j u s t  wondered i f  normally be fo re  you went on a 
combat a s s a u l t ,  on t h e  company n e t ,  i f  you g o t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  
t h e  p la toon  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  f o r  any purpose you had t o  d i s -
cuss?  

A. N o .  
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8 Do you know whc the  platoon R T O ' s  were? 

A,  The 1st Platoon was Mario FERNANDEZ, and the  3d 
Platoon was- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That % f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Right. And the  3d one is  ESTERLING. 

Q- ESTERLING? 

A. Right,  he w a s  k i l l e d  over t h e r e  l a t e r ,  

Q. What about the  2d Platoon;  do you know who t h a t  
was? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  look through these  names. 

0 - Maybe you can f i n d  it l a t e r ,  I f  you do you can 
l i s t  it on t h e  shee t .  Do you r e c a l l  what the  l s t ,  2d, and 
3d Platoons were t o  do--did t h e  company commander say t h e  1st 
P l a t s ~ n ' sgoing i n ,  and t he  2d P la toon ' s  going i n  here ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Each platoon had t h e i r  assignment when they got  
o f f ,  !&at s i d e  Q£ t he  v i l l a g e  t o  cover ,  and th ings  l i k e  
that.  

8. Do you r e c a l l  what the  platoons were supposed t o  
do on t h i s  opera t ion?  I ' m  s u r e  he t o l d  the  p la toon l eader s  
t h i s ,  you weren ' t  t h e r e ,  I don 't know whether he eve r  covered 
it with t h e  command group. 

A. What I can remember from t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  when we 
landed, each p la toon landed l i k e  around t h e  v i l l a g e  and the  
squads t h a t  were s e l e c t e d  went through t o  search.  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember the  d i s p o s t i o n  of the pla-
toons? 

A; No, I do not .  

Q I am going t o  t e l l  you what t h e  genera l  Task Force 
Barker concept of the  opera t ion  was. Bas ica l ly  it d i d  come 
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o f f  t h i s  way, and t h i s  is  t o  r e f r e s h  your mind, and then 
w e ' l l  go along and ask some more ques t ions  concerning the  
opera t ion  i t s e l f .  

. (The witness  w a s  given an o r i e n t a t i o n  as  t o  Task 
Force Barker 's  ope ra t ions  of 16-19 March 1968 on Exh ib i t  MAP-4.) 

You b e l i e v e  you were a t  Uptight? 

A, Right. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t he  morning of t h e  16th ;  do you 
r e c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g ?  

A, Before we went i n ?  

Q. Right.  Did you hea r  them f i r i n g  before  you l e f t  
Uptight? 

A. Before the  f i r s t  l i f t  went i n ,  and then  when they 
came back we was on the  second l i f t .  

Q o  You were on the  second l i f t ?  

A, Unless I ' m  th ink ing  of a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion .  

MR WALSH: Did Captain MICHLES normally go on the  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. A t  t imes we d i d  and a t  times it was t h e  second. 

Q Did you always go on the  same l i f t  wi th  Captain 
M I  CHLES? 

A. Right,  once we were separa ted ,  two RTO 's were 
separa ted ,  on t h e  same f l i g h t ,  bu t  d i f f e r e n t  choppers. 

Q - But you were usual ly  on the  same f l i g h t  with Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES ? 

A. Right, usual ly  Captain MICHLES and r a d i o  opera to r s  
were a l l  together .  

COL WILSON: Let 's t h i n k  of it t h i s  way, d i d  Captain MICHLES 
normally mark the landing  zone; do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  I f  you 
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were on a combat a s s a u l t  a s  opposed t o  j u s t  a h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  
going i n  t o  an a r e a ,  d i d  he mark t h e  landing  zone with smoke? 

A,  You mean before  any choppers were--right offhand 
3 think most of t h e  time it was done by gunships. They would 
drop t h e  smoke and then we 'd  go i n .  

Q - You th ink  you were on the  second l i f t ?  

A.  Unless I g o t  these  th ings  mixed up. 

Q Do you reinember your doorgunners f i r i n g  a s  you 
approached t h e  landing  zone? 

A. No. 

8 - Dc you remember which sh ip  of t h e  vees you were i n ?  

A. -T t  ~ . J ~ s~ X n s eto t h e  frorlt hi]+ r i g h t  offhand I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q- B i d  you hear  any f i r i n g  when you landed? 

A, J u s t  by gunships. 

Q - Yau heard gunship f i re? 

A. They were, you know when the  a r t i l l e r y  and the  
gunships,  b u t  not--1 don 't r e c a l l  from the campany. 

Q Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  coming from the  d i s t a n c e  
anywhere? 

A, You mean from the  a r t i l l e r y ?  

Q- No, small  a r m s .  

A. You mean an t h e  ground, no, t h a t  I d o n ' t .  

9. . Did you rece ive  any f i r e  e i t h e r  p r i o r  t o  o r  a f t e r  
landing? 

I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  
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Q - Were you f i r i n g  o r  was anybody f i r i n g  when they  
hopped o f f  the  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. 

Q - When you got  o f f  the  a i r c r a f t  could you look around 
and t e l l  where the  company was deployed, o r  what were they  
doing? 

A. When we g o t  o f f ,  you know, a c e r t a i n  a r e a  away, 
t h e r e  were squads o r  something t h a t  were f ac ing  away from 
where the  choppers would land and we Id g e t  o f f  , you know; 
they 'd  move o u t  and we'd wa i t  u n t i l  the  next  l i f t  come i n  
l i k e  t h a t ,  We'd always be fac ing  away from t h e  choppers 
bu t  the  people t h a t  were c l o s e ,  b u t  I mean l i k e  on the  o t h e r  
s i d e  of the  v i l l a g e ,  when w e  were down you c o u l d n ' t  see them 
except  by communication through t h e  r a d i o  t o  f i n d  ou t  where 
they were, 

(The witness  w a s  given f u r t h e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph, P-185. ) 

Q- Did you s e e  any s t r a n g e r s ,  n o t  B Company personnel ,  
come i n t o  the  CP the  day of t h e  16th? 

A, No. 

Q. U ,S. o r  Vietnamese, ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel ,  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  any people 
of t h i s  category? 

A, I do know a t  one time t h a t  they d i d  have the  V i e t -
namese po l i ce .  I don' t know what opera t ion  it was. I know 
a t  one time they were ou t  i n  the  f i e l d  with us .  

Q - How many? 

A. - I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were about t h r e e  o r  four .  

Q- Did you ever  s e e  these  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  VC sus-
pec ts?  

A, Well a t  t h e  time of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  whoever it 
was, the  command group w a s  i n  one s e c t i o n  and when they took 
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t h e s e  t o  t h e  
was g ~ i n gon, 
v i l l a g e ,  and 
wasnst i n  the  

i n t e r p r e t e r  of t h e  company, he t o l d  them what 
and they walked away, a l i t t l e  ways down t h e  

asked the q u e s t i o n s ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
: immediate a r e a  when t h i s  took p lace .  

51 You didnSt see them i n t e r r o g a t e  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

CI 0 Did you h e a r  anything about t h e  procedures ,  how 
they i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A.  No. 

Nothing i r r e g u l a r  about the i r - -d id  you eve r  h e a r  
of them t o r t u r i n g  any of t h e  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A.  No. 

Q'- Shoot ing them? 

A. No. 

Q. What about our  U.S. M I  people ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people ,  
dic? x7n11J -- ever see them doing as17 Fnferrrrgating? 

A. The U.S ., r e g u l a r  Army, I was o u t  t h e r e  once when 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  come o u t  t h e r e .  

Q o Do you t h i n k  it was t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I t  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r .  I know one n i g h t  w e  
stayed r i g h t  on t h e  beach,, r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  ocean. 

Q. Was t h a t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  any m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  offhand.  

LTC NOLL: Did you g e t  mortared t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  t h e r e  was I don I t  know how many rounds 
come i n ,  but PFC MILUS was k i l l e d .  I know we  d i d  r e c e i v e  
mortar  rounds. 
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COL WILSON: I show you these  photographs. T e l l  m e  i f  you 
recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n  or anybody i n  the  photographs. P-18? 

A, HUFFMAN. 

Q- P-19 ? 

A, I don' t know. 

Q . You d o n ' t  recognize any of t h e s e  Vietnamese? 

A, N o .  
! 

Q . How about t h i s  P-18 again,  
area mean anything t o  you? What does 

does t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
it look l i k e ,  t h e  back- 

ground i n  t h a t  photograph? Does it look l i k e  a graveyard? 

A, To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  r e a l l y .  ... 
Q. You t h i n k  it does o r  doesn ' t ?  

A. According t o  t h e s e  mountains and s t u f f ,  t h a t ' s  
r ice paddies t h e r e ,  b u t  those mounds-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  How about P-20? And I ' m  pr imar i ly  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i f  you can remember t h a t  loca t ion?  

A, The l o c a t i o n ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- This man with the  po le  o r  rod i n  h i s  hand? 

A. HOUGHTON . 
Q - And who is  t h e  man bending over  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  
who a r e  t h e  two s tanding  t o g e t h e r ,  one with the  helmet o f f  
i n  the  c e n t e r  r e a r ?  

A. - I b e l i e v e  t h a t  one i s  Sergeant  LIAS. 

Q- Man on t h e  l e f t ,  Sergeant  LIAS. With the  helmet 
on? 

A, Right,  Right offhand I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 
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A 
~i - The man wi th  h i s  helmet off cf t~,vcmen s t and ing  
toge-kher , you t h i n k  you ve seen  them?@ 

A. Right ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  one i s  Se rgean t  Bar ry  MARSHALL. 

Q 1  The man on t h e  extreme r i g h t  i s  Sergean t  Barry 
IGU?SBALL. What about  P-21, have you ever seer, t hose  two people  
before? 


A. R igh t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  t h e  one t h a t  I s e e n ,  
t he  eae that I t o l d  yo^ come o u t ,  

C The  man on t h e  l e f t  removing h i s  ks lmet  i s  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  came o u t  where? 

A, The one I w a s  t e l l i n g  you b e f o r e  about t h e  V i e t -
namese, 

Q a  H e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  fn te r roqa ted  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. The Vietnamese s i t t i n g  d c w n  was wi th  L ieu tenan t  
JOHNSON. Did you see them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A,  I seen  L 5 e m  a s k i n g  q u . e s + , i ~ n s  They w e r e  around; 

25,  38 feet  away a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q- Now w a s  t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  day when you went i n  o r  
w a s  t h i s  o u t  t h e r e  where you s t a y e d  on t h e  beach? 

A. W e  were o u t  t h e r e ,  it wasn 't t h e  f i r s t  day. 

(l You had been t h e r e  a w h i l e  when t h e s e  people  came 
i n ?  

A. Right .  I ' m  n o t  e v e r  s u r e  i f  it w a s  on t h i s  opera- 
tion, b u t  I know I d id  s e e  t hose  t w ~o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t o  re -  
c a l l  t h e  exact--

Q- - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You donst recall t h i s  e x a c t  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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Q Have you ever seen any mistreatment  of p r i s o n e r s  
by these  two? 

A* N o .  

Q How about P-22? 

A. Those two--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Axe the  same two t h a t  w e r e  i n  P-21? 

A. Right. 

Q - Do you recognize t h i s  o ld  man? Ever see him be-
f o r e ?  

A. N o .  

Q . How about P-23? 

A That ' s  the  cap ta in  t h e r e .  

Q- The man on t h e  l e f t  is  Captain MICHLES. How about 
the  U.S. s o l d i e r  on t h e  extreme r i g h t ,  can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  in-
d iv idual?  I t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  see. 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  that--FERNANDEZ who was RTO 
i n  Hawaii b u t  it could be.  

Q- Who c a r r i e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  r a d i o  t h a t  day? 

A, I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  Freddy WILKENS or  Tom MASON. 

Q- This man could be from t h e  mortar p la toon  or  he 
could be from the  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A, Right offhand,  I d o n ' t  know, but  it p r e t t y  near  
looks l i k e  Leon MERCER. 

Q. I t  does look l i k e  MERCER? Now t h i s  photograph, 
P-28, from a t e r r a i n  s t andpo in t ,  i s  t h e r e  anything you could 
i d e n t i f y  t h e r e ?  

(HIDDIE)  18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-228 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A, W e l l ,  I 3m j u s t  t ak ing  a guess b u t  t h a t  i s n ' t  
where Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  was i t ?  

Q. I don" know, I donst know where t h i s  i s .  

A. I donst remember t h i s  road a t  a l l ,  

Q Do you remenber a road near  where Lieutenant  
COCBm!--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  No, i f  t h i s  was t h e  p lace ,  I d o n ' t  
xernenber t h i s  road. 

MR WALSH: Can you remember sending any ins t . ruc t ions  o r  hear ing  
Captain MICHLES send any i n s t r u c t i o n s  over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  the  
1st Platoon separa ted  from the  r e s t  of the company on t h e  
f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

A ,  I k.now the 1st Platoan was szparated b u t  i n  re-
l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

8, D o  you remember Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A, Right ,  

Q - We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h e  was 1 s t  Pla-
toon l e a d e r .  

A.  Right ,  u n t i l  he was wounded. 

Q - Do you remember any i n c i d e n t  of Lieutenant  WILLING- 
HAM going ac ross  a b r idge ,  being out  near  t h e  ocean while  the  
r e s t  of t h e  company was somewhere more in land  dur ing  the  f i r s t  
day and 1st Pla toon r e p o r t i n g  having k i l l e d  a number of VC? 
A p r e t t y  good number? 

A, Right  offhand,  I d o n ' t ,  no. 

Q . Do you remember being i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a  with 
Char l i e  Company the  n igh t  of t h e  f i r s t  day of t h i s  opera t ion?  

A ,  I know we were i n  a  l a a g e r  a r e a  wi th  them, but  
just what l o c a t i o n  o r  what operat ion--  
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  see i f  you can 
r e c a l l  some i n c i d e n t s  which o t h e r  people  have mentioned t o  us.  

A. Right ,  t h a t  I do. 

Q I 'm n o t  ask ing  you where it w a s .  

A. The area, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h e  a r e a .  

Q - And when you were wi th  Char l i e  Company t h a t  n i g h t ,  
d i d  you see an American c a p t a i n ,  a sha rp  d r e s s e r ,  i n t e r roga -
t i n g  any Vietnamese d e t a i n e e s ?  

A,  No. 

Q - Maybe he wore a hunt ing  k n i f e ?  

A. Right.  

Q Did you e i t h e r  s e e  o r  hea r  about  t h a t  c a p t a i n
c u t t i n g  o f f  p a r t  of a f i n g e r  of one of t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I j u s t  seen t h e  c a p t a i n .  I never  seen  him ask ing  
any ques t ions  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I never  heard it e i t h e r .  

Q - Now on t h e  second day of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w e  under-
s t and  t h a t  the r e s t  of B Company moved on down a c r o s s  a b r idge  
and g o t  down nea r  t h e  beach,  maybe n o t  e x a c t l y  on t h e  beach, 
b u t  a f t e r  you c rossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. That ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - DO you renember a f t e r  t he  second day having t o  g e t
r e supp l i ed  w i t h  dynamite? 

A. Right. 

Q .  Can you t h i n k  of i n  your mind a t  a l l  u s ing  a l o t  
of ammo o r  dynamite t h e  second day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  second day, b u t  I do 
remember now t h a t  I r e c a l l  about t h e  dynamite coming o u t .  
But it wasn ' t  our  company t h a t  used it, though. I mean w e  had 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  people  a s s igned  t o  the  company, who w e r e  t he  

-
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s n e s  t h a t ,  you know, t hey  werenP t from o u r  company, t h e  peo- 
p l e  t h a t  d i d  t h e  b l a s t i n g  and s t u f f .  

COL WILSON: Who w e r e  they?  

74 - T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  

(2 Were they  eng inee r s?  

A. They were eng inee r s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  
were a s s i g n e d  t o  come o u t  "&ere and use t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h a t  
Furpose.  1 know t h e r e  wereL t h r e e  o r  f o u r  people  a t t a c h e d  t o  
us C l a t  d i d  c a r r y  t h e  dynamite, t h e  b l a s t i n g  caps ,  and t h e  
w i r e .  They d i d n ' t  belong t o  o u r  company. 

Q D i d  they  go o u t  w i t h  ,you o r  d i d  t hey  come i n  la-
t e r ?  

N o ,  t hey  w e r e  c z l l e d  o u t  ther-. 

Q - F o r  what purpose? A s ~ e c f f i cd e m ~ l i t i o n  miss ion 
t h a t  w a s  a s s igned?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  miss ion w a s  a s s i g n e d  o r  n o t  
bat  I kzzx t hey  did blast S m k e r s  2nd stnff like t h a t .  

MR WALSH: Did you e v e r  h e a r  anybody t a i k i n g  about  people  
i n  t h e  company, maybe i n  t h e  1st P la toon ,  blowing a l o t  of 
hunkers  w i t h  peop le  i n  them, maybe s h o o t i n g  people  when they  
came o u t ?  

A. No. 

Q. N o  t a l k  about  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I h e a r d ,  no. 

Q - When you w e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  area b e f o r e  you were 
l i f t e d  o u t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  morning a f t e r  you g o t  mor- 
t a r e d ,  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d ,  d i d  you s e e  any A R W  o r  Vietnamese 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o r t u r i n g  some d e t a i n e e s  on t h e  beach by us ing  
a f i e l d  t e l ephone ,  

A, O n  the morning t h a t  w e  were l i f t e d  o u t ?  
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Q Perhaps on the  day be fo re ,  bu t  probably on t h e  
morning you were l i f t e d  out .  

A: , No. 

Q - Did you e v e r  see ,  on t h a t  morning a l s o ,  d i d  you 
see  an American i n t e r p r e t e r  c u t t i n g  the  backs of t h e  hands of  
some de ta inees ,  p u t t i n g  s a l t  i n  them, t r y i n g  t o  make them 
t a l k ?  

A. No, I never saw anything l i k e  t h a t .  I ' v e  seen 
them ask ques t ions ,  b u t  never doing bodi ly harm o r  anything.  

Q - Do you remember during the  course of t h e  opera t ion
having Captain MICHLES t e l l  you t o  t e l l  t he  p la toon l eader s  
o r  d i d  you overhear  Captain MICHLES t e l l i n g  t h e  p la toon lead-
e r s  t o  s t o p  burning hootches? 

A, Right. 

Q - Do you remember when t h a t  took p lace?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember i f  Captain MICHLES had g o t t e n
t h a t  o rde r  from Colonel BARKER before  he t o l d  the  p la toon 
l eaders  t o  s t o p  burning t h e  hootches,  o r  from Colonel HENDERSON 
o r  somebody? 

A, That I don 't know. 

Q Did you s e e  any bodies during the  'course of t h i s  
opera t ion ,  VC o r  Vietnamese? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. I only seen about four  dead 
a l l  the  whi le  I was over t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember anything, anytime about Captain 
MICHLES g e t t i n g  mad at anybody on this opera t ion ,  anything 
i n  your mind about t h a t ?  

A, You mean i n  the  company? 

9- Y e s .  
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A. Net t h a t  I can recall ,  no. 

Q. Do you ever  r e c ~ l lhaving anybody t e l l  you t h a t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being made of this o p e r a t i o n  by h i g h e r  
headquar te rs?  

A. You mean t h e  t i m e  when I was over  t h e r e ?  

Q- Y e s ,  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  over  t h e r e .  

A. No. I never  knew anything about t h i s  ope ra t ion  
u n t i l  I was o u t  and home and marr ied and heard  it on TV. 
Tha t ' s  t h e  first thing I knew anyth ing  about  t h a t  t h i s  went 
on. 

(2 - Did Captain MICHLES or anybody else e v e r  t e l l  
you o r  anybody e l s e  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  keep 
your mouth s h u t  o r  anything? 

A. No, I 

Q - A s  f a r  as y o u  know, when you got  back a f t e r  t h i s  
e ;>erat ion it was j u s t  a mrm.a.l operat ion? 

z- - -- -- : - - - - . .- 7 - L L;;.y;r,rlt, 7 -"-'A, L I L L , , Li wa3 Lib l i k e  any-
o t h e r  one, 

COL WILSON: Did you see  any villages beir?g burned as you 
moved down t h e  c o a s t  du r ing  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I seen  them burn ing ,  b u t  i f  it w a s  on t h i s  opera- 
tion o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  say.. 

Q - This  would have been on t h e  coas t21  e r e a .  

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  r i g h t .  

a. Do you remember how many it was o r  t h e  circum-
s tances  about  the burning? 

A. I d o n ' t  know why they w e r e  burned,  b u t  I seen 
about ,  I d o n ' t  know, maybe h a l f  a dozen o r  e i g h t .  

Q - V i l l a g e s ?  

APP T-228-
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, j u s t  hootches,  l i k e  one here  and one t h e r e .  
You know, the  a r e a  w a s  mostly s t r e t c h  of a l l  sand going down 
next  t o  the beach where t h i s  happened. 

Q .You s a i d  s i x  o r  e i g h t ,  you were t a l k i n g  about v i l -
lages  o r  hu t s?  What were you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Huts, I t  wasn ' t  a r egu la r  v i l l a g e ,  it w a s  j u s t  
one here  and one s c a t t e r e d  over t h e r e .  

Q Let  m e  ask you one more ques t ion  about these  en-
gineers .  Do you r e c a l l  whether it was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
you had engineers  a t t a c h e d  t o  your u n i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what i n c i d e n t  it w a s  on, b u t  when 
he s a i d ,  you know, about having dynamite come o u t ,  then I 
remember t h a t  we d i d  have people ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  do t h e  dyna-
m i t e  and weren ' t  from our  company t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h i s  s t u f f .  

Q- W e l l ,  d i d n ' t  members of your--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  What i n c i d e n t  it was f o r ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q Didn ' t  members of B Company ca r ry  composition C 
and TNT and b l a s t i n g  caps? 

A. Right. 

Q- W e l l  who were they? Was t h i s  done i n  each p la-
toon? You s a i d  they had t o  b r i n g  engineers  o u t  t h e r e  t o  per-
form demoli t ion work? 

A, Right,  each p la toon had the i r - -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Own d e m o l i t i o n i s t s ?  

A. Right,  b u t  on t h i s  one opera t ion  t h a t  w e  had, 
t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  f o u r  people ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  belong 
t o  our company t h a t  c a r r i e d ,  you know, a r o l e  of de tona t ing  
cord, one c a r r i e d  t h a t  and one c a r r i e d  the  dynamite and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t ,  But they d i d n ' t  belong t o  our company. On what 
opera t ion  it w a s ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. Do you know what they d i d  with those explos ives?  
Did you see  them use them? 

A. N o ,  I never seen them use it . 
Q - Did you s e e  anybody use explos ives  i n  demolishing 
p o s i t i o n s  , defens ive  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  
bunkers? 

A. You mean now the  people t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  us ,  o r  our own company? 

Q- Your own company? 

A. I ' v e  seen them blow up tunne l s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  n o t  hootches o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

LTC NOLL: On t h i s  f i r s t  day, we b e l i e v e  the 1st Platoon was 
opera t ing  sepaza te  from t h e  rest of t k L s  CGXFs2i'.J. When you 
had t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  what was the  normal r e p o r t i n g  procedures? 
Did they r e p o r t  i n  p e r i o d i c a l l y  about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  
p la toon?  

A. Right ,  t h e y ' d  c a l l  i n  l i k e  every hour.  

Q. Who would g e t  that r epo r t ?  

A, I f  I was ca r ry ing  t h e  company :radio, then  I would 
have got it. 

Q And i f  t h e r e  w a s  anything t o  r e l a y  t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  
who made t h e  d e c i s i o n  on - tha t?  

A.  Whenever something l i k e  t h a t  comes up, we'd t a l k  
t o  Captain MICHLES and then m a s t  of t h e  t ime he would g e t  
on t h e  phone himself and c a l l  t h i s  i n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Captain MICHLES sending a  message 
over t o  t h e  1st Platoon reques t ing  t o  know i f  t h e r e  were any 
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  the  body count which they turned  i n  i n  
t h e  morning? 

A. Right.  
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Q. You d o n ' t  know why he d i d  t h i s ,  w h a t  prompted h i m  
t o  do t h i s ?  

A. No. Now a t  t h i s  time when we were separa ted  from 
t h e  1st Platoon,  were we laagered  down a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  were 
we i n  opera t ions?  

Q. Well, you could have been searching  a v i l l a g e  or--
what we b e l i e v e  i s  you were i n  the  genera l  a r e a  t h a t  you 
laagered i n  and you had poss ib ly  been i n  t h e  process  of search-
ing  the  v i l l a g e  o r  poss ib ly  completed searching  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I w a s  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember, i f  we were laagered  
down, then ,  you know l i k e  t h e  r a d i o  watch we had about f i v e  
o r  s i x  guys a t  every hour o r  so.  I f  I was on t h e  r ad ios  a t  
the  t ime, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the  inc iden t .  But I know once t h a t  
he d id  c a l l  i n  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  were women o r  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know i f  perchance he rece ived  a  message 
from Task Force Barker asking t h e  same ques t ion  o r  whether 
he w a s  v i s i t e d  by Colonel BARKER and asked t o  i n q u i r e  -or  ve r i -  
fy?  

A. I can't remember t h a t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  yourse l f  t h e  r e p o r t  coming in 
from t h e  1st , regzrdin,- bcdy c c ~ n t s ?  

A. No, t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  all. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t he  response t o  t h i s  ques t ion  of 
whether t h e r e  .were women and ch i ld ren  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. 

Q - Now t h e  second day, t h e  company moved across  the  
bridge.  Do you r e c a l l  anyone s tepping  on a  mine? 

A. Right,  Larry TAYLOR. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  i f  t he  company rece ived  any s n i p e r  
f i r e ,  any type of f i r e  t h e  t ime you stepped on t h i s  mine, e i -
t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r ?  
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A, Not t h a t  I remember. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  1st 
P la toon  r ece ived  any o r  n o t  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember any i n  t he  
group t h a t  I was wi th .  

Were gunships c a l l e d  i n  a f t e r  t h i s  mine explosion? 

A. That I don 't remember. 

COL WILSON: This  wouldn ' t  have been d i r e c t  communications b u t  
a couple  of t r ansmis s ions  which must have come from t h e  1st 
P la toon ,  See i f  you r e c a l l  them. A t  1 0  o ' c lock  on the  1 6 t h ,  
t h a t ' s  the f i r s t  day,  10 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning, somewhere 
arnund t h a t  t i m e ,  w i t h i n  1 0  o r  15 minutes ,  1st Platoon r e -
po r t ed  an engagement of unknown VC wi th  r e s u l t s  of 12 VC K I A ;  
most a l l  had web gear .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A, No. 

0 - And about an hour l a t e r  ano the r  r e p o r t  of un-
known 17C enga.gement, r e s u l t s :  18 KIA.  The two r e p o r t s  would 
have come 
a t o t a l  of 

i n  w i th in  
30. 

an hour of each o t h e r .  We're a l ready  t o  

A, That  I d o n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember whether Captain  MICHLES used a head-
set o r  d id  you c a r r y  speakers  wi th  you s o  t h e  t r ansmis s ions  
would he heard  by anybody s t and ing  nex t  t o  you? 

A, W e  used,  you know, t h e s e  l i k e  you have on a t e l e -
phone, t h e s e  cords  t h a t  ex tend  you know wi th  t h e  handset  and 
Zhe speaker  was mounted u s u a l l y  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of your r a d i o ,  
a l i t t l e  loop up t h e r e  was f a s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e  loud-
speakex i t s e l f .  

C) - Who c a r r i e d  t h e  loudspeakers?  

A. I w a s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r ad ioes  . We'd be walking down 
t h e  t r a i l ,  Captain  MICHLES would be ahead of you, one would 
be--one RTO i n  f r o n t  and one i n  t h e  back. And i f  something 
come up t h a t  yau had t o  t a l k  t o  about ,  o r  i f  he had t o  g e t  
on t h e  phone, t hen  you'd j u s t  hand him t h e  cord and you ' d  
s t i l l  t a l k  whi le  you were walking.  But t h e  l i t t l e  square  
loudspeaker  i t s e l f  w a s  mounted r i g h t  on t h e  r a d i o .  I t  
s t a y e d  r i g h t  on t h e  r a d i o .  
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Q. And s o  i f  you w e r e  s t and ing  n e x t  t o  Captain MICHLES 
you could h e a r  b ~ t h  what he w a s  say ing  and you could hea r  what 
w a s  coming i n ?  

A. Right ,  i f  you were s t a n d i n g  b e s i d e  him. 

Q.  And could you a l s o  hea r  any of h i s  conversa t ions  
over  t h e  r a d i o  c a r r i e d  by t h e  o t h e r  RTO? 

A. No. 

Q. The o t h e r  RTO d i d n ' t  have a speaker?  

A. Right ,  he had a speaker ,  b u t  you know how you 
t r a v e l ,  s o  many paces a p a r t  and say l i k e  you 'd  be t a l k i n g  on 
b a t t a l i o n  r a d i o ,  then  they j u s t  ca t ch  up t o  t h a t  nex t  guy 
and walk t h e r e  and j u s t  keep your pace i n  t h e  back s o  t h a t  
when he w a s  done t a l k i n g ,  h e ' d  j u s t  f a l l  i n  aga in .  

Q . You w e r e n ' t  moving; you were a l l  j u s t  s t and ing  
around i n  t h e  same a r e a .  And he was t a l k i n g  t o  b a t t a l i o n  
and you could h e a r  him t a l k i n g  and you could a l s o  hea r  what 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander was saying? 

A. Right .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  s t a t emen t s  
which might a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  ma t t e r s  which I 've desc r ibed  t o  
you t h a t  we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  P r imar i ly  we'd l i k e  t o  know 
what t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were and a l s o  i f  you know anyth ing  about  
a r e p o r t  o r  a complaint ,  

A. No, t h a t  I d o n ' t .  A s  I s a i d  be fo re  I never  knew 
anyth ing  about  t h i s  u n t i l - -  

(1 . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you carry a camera? 

A. No. 
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Q- Do you know anybody t h a t  d i d  i n  t h e  command 
group? 

A. I n  t h e  command group? 

Q. W e l l ,  anybody i n  t h e  company t h a t  c a r r i e d  a cam-
era most of t h e  time on opera t ions?  

A. I know--just t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  names r i g h t  now, 
though. 

Q. Let  me ask you t o  do t h i s .  When you go through 
t h i s  r o s t e r  h e r e  and you f i n d  a man t h a t  you a r e  reasonably 
s u r e  had a camera on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  p u t  on t h i s  form, i n  
parentheses  , by h i s  name, "camera". Would you do t h a t  f o r  
m e  ? 

A. Y e s .  

a- There was no ques t ion  of  rumors o f  any type  about 
anything i r r e g u l a r  going on dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  you s t a t e d  
t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  M r .  WALSH. 

A. Not t h a t  I heard ,  no. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  Task Force 
Barker had unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? 

A.  No, n o t  t h a t  I e v e r  heard.  

Q Do you have any knowledge o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
u n i t  t h a t  were us ing  marijuana? 

A. You mean l i k e  people i n  t h e  company? 

Q b  Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q Was t h e r e  any problem i n  t h e  company about mari-
juana be ing  used on opera t ions?  

A. W e l l ,  I heard once t h a t  t h e r e  was, b u t  who it 
d e a l t  wi th ,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. You mean on an opera t ion?  

A .  Out i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  r i g h t .  

Q o  Was i t  one o r  a group of i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  names, b u t  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  
was t a l k  t h e r e  w a s  more than  one t h a t  they  had t r o u b l e  with 
o r  they had t o  t a l k  t o .  

Q- Who's they? 

A.  I mean l i k e  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  t h e  C 0 .  

a n  The CO t a l k e d  to--you heard t h a t  t h e  CO t a l k e d  t o  
some people about mari juana,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  If he t a l k e d  t o  them--let me g e t  t h i s  organized 
he re .  There was--well, between l i k e  t h e  c a p t a i n  and t h e  f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t ,  t h e r e  was t a l k  t h a t  t h e r e  were i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  
using t h i s  t h a t  had t o  be d e a l t  with. But whether i t  was o r  
whether he t a l k e d  t o  them, I don' t know. 

Q Do you know who they were? 

A. No. 

Q. When was t h i s ?  

A. This ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was when w e  were on f i r e  base L iz .  

Q. This was be fo re  o r  a f t e r  Task Force Barker? It 
wasn' t whi le  you were up wi th  Task Force Barker,  apparent ly ,  
i f  you s a i d  you w e r e  on f i r e  base Liz .  

A. I d o n ' t  know; t h a t  f i r e  base sounds f a m i l i a r .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  we s tayed t h e r e  o r  not .  That I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know now e i t h e r ,  i f  it was before  o r  a f t e r .  

Q.- -
And you have no knowledge of  anyone e v e r  t o r t u r i n g  

VC suspec t s?  

A. No, t h a t  I d o n ' t .  I know t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  and t h a t  
i n t e r p r e t e r  come out  t h e r e  and asked some q u e s t i o n s ,  but  t h a t ' s  
a l l  I ever  seen,  
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Q- M r .  HIDDIE ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  reques t  t h a t  you not  
discuss your testimony i n  t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on  with o thers  
inc luding o the r  witnesses before t h e  i nves t i ga t i on  except  
as you may be required t o  do s o  before  a j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a -  
t i v e ,  o r  adminis t ra t ive  body, which I d o n ' t  th ink y o u ' l l  be 
c a l l e d  on t o  do; but  we don ' t  want you t o  d iscuss  i t  with 
t he  p ress  o r  with t h e  public .  

A. No, t h a t  I don I t  care  t o  do myself. 

COL WILSON: The hear ing w i l l  recess .  

(The heaving recessed a t  1Q55 hours,  2 4  Jan-
uary 1970.) 
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SUWMRY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MARSHALL, Barry  P. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY : 5 February  19 70 

PIACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  Squad Leader ,  S e c u r i t y  
Element,  Command P o s t ,  B / 4 / 3 .  

1. BACKGROUND I N F O W T I C N .  

The w i t n e s s  joined B Compzny . i n  September 1966 
a f t e r  comple t ion  of  .AIT  (pg.  2 )  . H e  was t h e  command group 
squad l e a d e r ,  w i t h  t h e  job oL' seci i r i i i~L ~ I C  ~ u ~ ~ i p ~ i l l ;c~rcna i ide r ,'"------
t h e  RTO1s, and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i e u t e n a n t  (pg.  3 )  . H e  
a c t e d  as f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  i n  the f i e l d ,  i n s u r i n g  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  o f  s u p p l i e s  (pg. 4 )  . S e r g e a n t  CONGLETON a l so  
a s s i s t e d  i n  t h i s  job (pgs ,  4 ,  5 ) -

2. P R I 3 R  TRAINING I N  THE RULES QF LAND WARFARE. 

H e  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  r e c e i v i n g  any i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  v e r s u s  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s  (pg. 5) . H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two MACV c a r d s ,  " ~ i n eRules"  
and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
g i v e n  a b o o k l e t  which c o n t a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on Vietnam 
(pgs .  5, 6 ) .  

3 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Cap t a in  MICHLES always  
conduc ted  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  (pg. 7 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  and S e r g e a n t  VANN a t t e n d e d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  (py .7 ) .  
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The wi tnes s  was t o l d  t h a t  t hey  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
b u t  h e  could  n o t  remember any o t h e r  d e t a i l s  (pg.  7 )  . 
The b r i e f i n g  was normally conducted i n  a  bunker a t  LZ Upt igh t  
(pg. 8 ) .  Because h e  could n o t  remember d e t a i l s ,  he was n o t  
s u r e  t h a t  h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
anytime they  went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  they would d e s t r o y  food 
s u p p l i e s  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  any s p e c i f i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d e s t r o y  l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 1 0 ) . Normally, 
they would round up t h e  males of m i l i t a r y  age and send 
them t o  t h e  CP f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The women 
and c h i l d r e n  would b e  p u t  i n  a c e n t r a l  a r e a  w h i l e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was searched  (pg. 1 0 )  . He was s u r e  of t h e i r  o r d e r s  
because he thought  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER had 
r eques t ed  permiss ion  t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  (pg. 11). H e  
based t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  on a  d i s c u s s i o n  he overheard  between 
BARKER and MICHLES i n  t h e  f i e l d  on a  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  1 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  wanted 
t o  c l e a r  the a r e a  o f  VC (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
from whom they  would r e c e i v e  .permiss ion  (pgs.,  1 4 ,  15). 
There w a s  no s p e c l a l  permlss lon  g lven  f o r  t h l s  p a r t l c u L a r  
a s s i g n m e n t , . b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  it a p p l i e d  whenever 
they went i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pgs .  12 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  how many p rev ious  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n s  
they had been on (pg. 1 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  every miss ion  
they had w a s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  enemy and i f  he  was found 
t o  d e s t r o y  him (pg. 1 6 )  . He s t a t e d  because they  were going 
t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  would be  d i f f e r e n t  from p rev ious  
miss ions  (pg.  17)  . 
4. COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was on t h e  l i f t  
wi th  Capta in  MICHLES (pg.  19)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having 
r ece ived  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  l and ing  o r  when they  l e f t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  (pg. 19)  . He b e l i e v e d  t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g  
when they  went i n  (pg. 19)  . He heard f i r e  coming from 
C h a r l i e  Company (pg.  1 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
two exp los ions  h e  r e c a l l e d  ~ i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN be ing  picked 
up by a d u s t o f f  (pg. 19)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what t ype  of  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i cked  up t h e  o t h e r  wounded people  (pg. 19) . He 
d i d  n o t  s e e  Colonel  BARKER land  t h a t  day (pg. 2 0 ) .  ~ f t e rt h e  
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exp los ions  t h e  second p l a t o o n  was p u l l e d  back from t h e  
hedgerow and s e n t  somewhere e l s e  by Capta in  MICHLES 
{pg, 20) , The t h i r d  p i z t o o n  moved o f f  t o  the left 
(pg.  20) . The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  was sp read  o u t  (pg. 20) . 
The f i r s t  p l a toon  r e p o r t e d  s n i p e r  f i r e  as they  approached 
t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  2 1 ) .  Se rgean t  VANN then  se t  up h i s  mor t a r ,  
b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f i r i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  hea r  any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  
b$ Capta in  MICHLES (pgs.  2 1 ,  2 2 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  gave 
an  i n i t i a l  ~ o d y  count ,  b u t  h e  could n o t  r e c a l l  what it 
was (pg. 2 2 ) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  hamlet  t h a t  
he came t o  c o n s i s t e d  of a grove  of trees, a h u t ,  and a  pa th  
which 1 e d to an open pagoda and a cerneterv ipq. 22) . The 
CP s topped  t h e r e  (pg. 2 2 )  . They e v e n t u a l l y  l aage red  w i t h  
C h a r l i e  Company i n  +his area (pg.  2 3 ) .  

( 3 )  The guarding of p r i soners ,  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  C C s ~ p a n ybrought  i n  
approximately  20 p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 2 3 )  T3ese were guarded bya 

HUFFMAN as shown i n  ~ x h i b i t  P-18 {pg. 2 3 j 0  The p r i s o n e r s  
were l i n e d  up near  the pagoda (pg. 2 4 ) =  H e  r e c a l l e d  one 
p r i s o n e r  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  b u t  he d id  n o t  kncw what 
happened t o  him (pg. 2 6 ) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were t i e d  and 
had sandbags over  t h e i r  heads (pg.  2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  they  guarded thep r i sone r s  a l l  n i g h t  (pg.  2 8 )  . H e  
d i d  n o t  s e e  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s  w i t h  
C Company (pg. 3 0 ) .  On t h e  morning of 17 March they  
r e l e a s e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  two i n t e r r o g a t o r s  from t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  (pg. 31) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were t aken  one 
by one t o  be  i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg.  3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a g a i n  (pg.  32) . 

( 4 )  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any 
f i r i n g  i n s i d e  the de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard  some s h o t s  f i r e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  
know whether they  were o u t  of t h e  pe r ime te r  o r  toward 
it (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  one h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  
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f o r  s u p p l i e s  (pg. 29) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  another  brought i n  
a photographer,  and poss ib ly  an i n t e r r o g a t o r  and h i s  
a s s i s t a n t  (pg. 29) . 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) Movement t o  t h e  br idge.  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  during t h e  n i g h t  
Major CALHOUN landed and t o l d  MICHLES and MEDINA t o  c r o s s  
t h e  b r idge  onto t h e  peninsula  (pgs.  39, 4 0 ) .  I n  t h e  morning 
he moved o u t  wi th  t h e  CP (pg. 40) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
t h i r d  p la toon led  followed by t h e  command groug,and t h e  
second p la toon brought up t h e  r e a r  (pg. 4 0 ) .  A s  they  went 
along t h e  pa th  they h e a d £  i r i n g  and stopped (pg. 4 1 )  . 
MICHLES c a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon,  bu t  t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  
hear  t h e  conversat ion (pg. 4 1 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
gunships coming i n  (pg. 42) .  He d id  no t  r e c a l l  TAYLOR 
being evacuated because they were n o t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  when h i s  
f o o t  was blown o f f  (pg. 4 2 )  . He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  mines on 
t h e  br idge  were marked with kleenex o r  t i n  f o i l  (pg. 4 1 ) .  
He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  any problems i n  c ross ing  t h e  b r idge  
(pg. 43)  

( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  they crossed  
t h e  b r idge  ~ i e u t e n a n tLEWIS was brought i n  t o  command t h e  
second p la toon (pg. 43) . The second platoon had moved over  
onto t h e  beach and was g e t t i n g  ready t o  sweep t o  t h e  f a r  
end of t h e  peninsula  (pg. 43) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a photo-
grapher being with them (pg. 4 4 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  landed on 
t h e  mound of sand which separa ted  t h e  beach from t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 45) . The command group moved r a p i d l y  through 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t o  another  where they remained f o r  an hour 
(pg. 45) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies o r  f r e s h  graves 
(pg. 45).  The wi tness  no t i ced  t h a t  t h e r e  were a number of 
bunkers which were destroyed (pg. 45) .  The f i r s t  p la toon 
s tayed i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and searched it while  they moved on 
t o  t h e  second (pg. 4 6 ) .  The t h i r d  was searching s t i l l  
another  v i l l a g e  and t h e  second p la toon was o u t  on t h e  beach 
(pg. 4 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  platoon remained behind 
a s  the  second and t h i r d  platoons went down t h e  beach (pg.47).  
The wi tness  d i d  n o t  ques t ion  t h e  body count although he d i d  
n o t  s e e  any bodies  i n  t h e  f i r s t  b i l l a g e  (pgs.  47, 4 8 ) .  
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(39 Movement t o  t h e  sou th .  

A s  t hey  moved sou th  they  searched  and burned 
every'  v i l l a g e  they e n t e r e d  (pg.  48) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
they  had chow i n  Co Lay (1) and a s  they  l e f t ,  a squad from 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  burned it (pg.  4 9 )  . Co Lay ( 2 )  and 
C o  Lay ( 3 )  were a l s o  burned (pg.  4 9 ) .  The v i l l a g e s  were 
d e s e r t e d  a l though  they  appeared t o  have been l i v e d  i n  
r e c e n t l y  (pg. 4 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a 
number of ARVN s o l d i e r s  p r e s e n t , n o r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  t h e  
presence  of  ~ i e u t e n a n t30HNSON (pg.  5 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  
a Vietnamese woman w h o  was used by t h e  ARVN'S a s  a cook 
(pg. 5 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER o r  Major 
CALHOUN coming i n  wh i l e  they  were on t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of 
the ,  p e n i n s u l a  (pg. 52) . 

( 4 )  Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  f l  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h o t  food w a s  b rought  
i n  a long  w i t h  a r a t i o n  o S . b e e r  and coke (pg, 5 2 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  s e e  any t a s k  f o r c e  pe r sonne l  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 5 3 ) .  
Food was s e n t  up t o  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  (pg. 5 3 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  &ey had no p r i s o n e r s  t o  guard and it 

u- a: 6 --t A ;  c m . 7was a gsiet n i g h t  <pg: 5 3 ) .  -,..,, ,--,,ss t h e  f i r s t  
p la toon"  o p e r a t i o n  wl th  anyone (pgs.  53,  5 4 )  . 

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

(1) Movement. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  p i c k i n g  up a l a r g e  cache 
o f  r i c e  (pg. 5 4 ) .  L a t e r , i n  t h e  day when a l a r g e  number of  
people  had been ga the red  f o r  a MEDCAP t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  p l a toons  searched  sur rounding  
v i l l a g e s  wh i l e  t h e  second p l a toon  remained on t h e  beach 
(pg. 5 5 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s  be ing  p r e s e n t  on t h e  

beach b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any ARVN pe r sonne l  (pg.  5 5 ) .  One 
m a l e  who was cap tu red  was i n t e r r o g a t e d  by MICHLES and h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r  (pgs .  55,  5 6 ) .  The medics b rought  i n  candy 
and soap (pgs .  56 ,57 ) .  

( 2 )  Night l a a g e r  p o s i t o n .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
whichthey had used f o r  a CP  t h a t  day f o r  a n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  (pg.  5 9 ) .  The i n t e r p r e t e r  t o l d  t h e  people  t o  
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remain i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 9 ) .  One woman who l e f t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was wounded by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  t h e  mor ta r  
rounds which were used t h a t  n i g h t  (pgs .  58 ,  5 9 ) .  The 
rounds d i d  n o t  land on t h e . v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 9 ) .  H e  could n o t  
r e c a l l  any smal l  arms f i r e  coming i n  when t h e  mortar  rounds 
s t a r t e d  (pg. 60 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  counter-mortar f i r e  
from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  Me d i d  t h i n k  t h a t  
Spooky came i n  a f t e r  t h e  dus to f f  and was on s t a t i o n  

when another  mortar  round came i n  a t  0440. hours  (pg. 6 1 )  . 
During t h e  n i g h t  they had f o u r  o r  f i v e  p r i s o n e r s  which 
they guarded a l l  n i g h t  and turned  over t h e  next  morning 
t o  people  from b a t t a l i o n  headquar te rs  (pg.  62) . 

d. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 9  March. 

The command group came i n  and took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
toward a v i l l g g e  (pg. 62 ) .  One of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  escaped 
and t h e  o t h e r s  were u n s u c c e s s f u l l ~  i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg. 63 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  people  be ing  bea ten  o r  t o r t h r e d  
(pg. 6 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any marks on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they had been t o r t u r e d  (pg. 6 6 )  . They 
were ques t ioned  by two E-7's, from t h e  command of Task 
Force Barker (pg. 66) . These were t h e  .same p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  KINGSBY had pushed i n t o  a h o l e  t h e .  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t o  
p r o t e c t  them dur ing  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k  (pgs.  6 7 ,  6 8 ) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  L l a t  he was l i f t e d  o f f  wi th  Captain MICKLES 
and thought  t h a t  he  went t o  LZ u p t i g h t  (pg.  7 1 ) .  

5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Although.r.the wi tness  vaguely remembered Captain 
MICHLES g i v i n g  an o rde r  n o t  t o  burn any hoot.zhes a f t e r  . 
17 March, he  never heard an order  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  (pg. 72) .  
The wi tness  was n o t  ques t ioned  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  72) . 
H e  never heard any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
unnecessa r i ly  (pg. 73) . 
6.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  appearance t h e  wi tness  spoke w i t h  
MAHR b u t  n o t  " i n  depth"  (pg. 3 ) .  

b .  Although t h e  wi tness  thought t h a t  people  i n  t h e  
u n i t  "probably" smoked mari juana,  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  
any problem i n  t h e  company wi th  it, nor d id  he  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
was used on ope ra t ions  (pg. 75) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT m 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION 	 NOTES -_ 
-- ---	 PAGES1 


W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" s e e i n g  it b e f o r e .  5 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  W i t  t hought  he  
M- 3 Your Hands" r e c e i v e d  inform- 5,6 

a t i o n  I n  a book. 
-PPof 
P-P ( 4 )  	 t h e  w i t n e s s .  19 

-
W i t  i d e n t i t l e d  

-	 Miscel laneous Scene HUFFMAN guard ing  23,24 

Vietnamese. 


W i t  recognized 

P-20 Misce l laneaus  Scene himscff  an2 s ther  25 


men trom t h e  CP. 


I_---
Wit i d e n t l T l e d  a s  
LL
P-21 MiscelPaneous Scene 	 LL.(elr i i ~ t e r r o g a t o r  25 

and h l s  I n t e r p r e t e r .  


-A 
w ~ i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  t 
P-22 Miscel laneous Scene same people  from 26 


P -21 ,  p l u s  an o l d  

I 

I 
man. I 


1 W i t  i d e c t i t i e d  

P - 2 3  Miscel laneous Scene CPT MICHEES and 27 


MERCER. 

I 	 1

/ w i t  i d e n t i t i e d  a s  / 

Zndiv idua l  photoqraph an i n t e r r o g a t o r .  1 68.71 


W i t  could  n o t  s t a t +  

- Miscel laneous Scene I t h a t  . t hey  were t h e  1 2 4  

]same people  a s  i n  I 

I 1 P-18. 


1 W i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  ltl 
-	 Miscel laneous Scene was t aken  by t h e  28 


same pagoda as was 


F 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

I 
DESCRIPTION NOTES .-

i ~ i tidentified as 
l c o  ~ a y( 3 ) .
l Wit identitied as 

1
1 
1 

PAGES 

52 

P-215 Miscellaneous photo 	 a Vietnamese who 57,66 
was interrogated -

by MICHLES. 
Wit identified as 

P-214 Miscellaneous photo-
part of the 
village In the 
.area where 

58 

Vietnamese were 
assembled. 
Used to orlent 

MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 the witness. . 48  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  092C hours ,  5 February 1970. ) 

LTC NOLL: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC NOLL, and MAJ 
THOMAS ; 

The f i r s t  witness  i s  M r .  Barry P. MARSHALL. 

(&tiMARSHALL was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as follows :1 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence .  

A. Barry P. YARSHALL, product i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  Eastman 
Kodak Company, 151 Avis S t r e e t ,  Rochester,  New York. 

LTC NOLL: Die: you have a chance t o  read  the  information sheet .  
we provided to you? 

A. Yes, 1 did. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions  on t h i s ?  

A-@ Ns, s i r .  

Q First of a l l ?  l e t  me t e l l  you t h a t  Colonel W I L S O N  
w i l l  be in charge,  and be s i ts  r i g h t  here. ,  He heads Team 
C i n  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He i s  a s s i s t e d  by a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  
M r .  I4ZU;SH, who w i l l  a l s o  be here .  What w e  w i l l  do he re  t h i s  
morning is go through the  phase of quest . ioning t h a t  covers t h e  
t r a i n i n g  you rece ived  i n  Hawaii and Vietnam. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  we 
w i l l  r ecess  and wa i t  f o r  Colonel WILSON and M r .  WALSH. The 
pe r iod  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  1 6  March t o  1 9  March i n  the  op-
e r a t i o n .  What w a s  your assignment a t  t h i s  time? 

A. You said 16 March t o  1 9  March? 

Q. Yes. To help,  you o u t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  i t ' s  an operation--

A. ( In terpos ing)  You're not  t a l k i n g  about the  16th? 

Q e  Yes, I am t a l k i n g  about the  1 6t h ,  my apology. 
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A. I have f o r g o t t e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  way of saying  t h e  
d a t e  I guess. I was t h e  squad l eader  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  group 
f o r  Captain MICHLES, h i s  R T O ' s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. My MOS i s  
a mortarman, b u t  from t h e  time I got  t o  Vietnam my p r i n c i p a l  
job was t o  s e l e c t  people from my mortar p la toon t o  t ake  with 
me on opera t ions  f o r  s e c u r i t y  purposes a s  f a r  a s  t h e  command 
group i s  concerned. 

Q. You, I guess,  always s t ayed  with Captain MICHLES? 

A .  I was always with Captain MICHLES, yes .  

Q. Did you ever  opera te  t h e  r a d i o  f o r  him? 

A .  Yes, sir. Once i n  a while.  Also, i n  t h e  absence 
of t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t ,  it was my duty t o  t a k e  t h e  s u p p l i e s ,  
b r i n g  t h e  choppers i n ,  remove s u p p l i e s  from t h e  choppers, and 
d i s t r i b u t e  them t o  t h e  p la toons  and platoon se rgean t s .  

Q. Well, who took c a r e  of t h e  per imeter  f o r  t h e  
company? 

A. The n i g h t  per imeters?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Well, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  platoons normally p u l l e d  per-
imeter  guard. My squad would set up an in te r -pe r ime te r  around 
t h e  command group. 

9. Who t i e d  t h e  p la toons  i n ?  Who s a w  t o  i t ?  

A .  Normally, Captain MICHLES would g ive  t h e  o rde r s  and 
e i t h e r  myself o r  Sergeant  CONGLETON would r e l a y  any i n £ormation 
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t o  r e l a y  over t h e  phone t o  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s .  Captain MICHLES used t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  per imeter  and 
make s u r e  they  were t i g h t  and proper.  

Q- When d i d  you jo in  B Company? 

A.  I joined B Company i n ,  I th ink  it was September 
1966, r i g h t  a f t e r  A I T .  I came i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  on 1 May 6 6  
and when I completed my t r a i n i n g  i n  A I T ,  I w a s  ass igned t o  
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11th  Brigade, B/4/3, and I s tayed with them a l l  t h e  way u n t i l  
w e  l e f t .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  0924 hours ,  5 February 1970 . )  

1970.) 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0930 hours ,  5 February 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: 
MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, 

The following named persons 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON, 

COL WILSON: I remind you you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  

M r .  MARSHALL, have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  
wi th  anybody from your u n i t  p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  interview? 

A. 1 saw--I d o n ' t  know, I d o n ' t  remember h i s  rank--
t h e  k i d ' s  name was MAHR, l a s t  n i g h t ,  and we b r i e f l y  d i s -
cussed! it. 13:i n e i t h e r  0r.e of us kr,ew--all we knev wwas what 
we were t o l d  over t h e  phone when they  asked us t o  come down 
he re ,  I guess you could say t h a t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  depth.  
We more o r  l e s s  t a lked  over o ld  t i m e s  and some t h i n g s  t h a t  
w e  remembered whi le  we were toge the r .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  know MAHR very w e l l  when he was over 
t h e r e ,  but  l a s t  night when I got  t o  t h e  motel he was t h e  only 
one t h e r e  from Bravo Company, so  we s a t  down and t a l k e d .  A s  
f a r  as when we were i n  Vietnam, I knew MAHR's name; I knew he 
was i n  t h e  3d Platoon,  and t h a t ' s  it. I d i d n ' t  know where he  
l i v e d .  

Q g  M r .  ,MARSHALL, what was your assignement i n  B/4/3 
i n  March t h e  16 th ,  1968? 

A. I was t h e  command group squad l e a d e r ,  and my job 
was t o  secure  t h e  company commander, h i s  R T O ' s ,  a r t i l l e r y  
people,  a r t i l l e r y  l i e u t e n a n t ,  and h i s  R T O ' s .  The f i r s t  s e r -
geant  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day, s o  I guess my job a l s o  
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was t o  make s u r e  t h e  s u p p l i e s  got  i n  and make s u r e  what supp l i e s  
t h e r e  was t o  be go t  on t h e  choppers. 

P 

Q .There ' s  no job ind ica ted  a s  such on t h e  TO&E. 

A. Not on t h e  TO&E, no. On t h e  TO&E my job is  
t h e  base gun squad l eader  of t h e  weapons p la toon,  second 
squad l eader .  

Q- You s a i d  base  gun? 

A. Squad l e a d e r ,  second squad l eader .  

Q- This  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  base gun se tup?  

A. Right,  because i t ' s  t h e  cen te r  gun of a three-gun 
se tup .  

Q I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  d u t i e s  more c l e a r l y ,  
s i n c e  i t ' s  s o r t  of a p rov i s iona l  th ing .  We have had some 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  CONGLETON a t  t imes a l s o  handled supp l i e s .  
Did you work very c l o s e l y  with him? 

A. Sergeant  CONGLETON and I - - to  c l a r i f y  it I guess,  
once we go t  t o  Vietnam t h e  mortars mainly s tayed on t h e  f i r e  
bases .  We d i d n Z t  t a k e  them t o  t h e  f i e l d  too  o f t e n .  Captain 
MICHLES, because I had been i n  t h e  u n i t  s o  long and he  knew 
me f a i r l y  w e l l ,  every time they went t o  t h e  f i e l d  on an op-
e r a t i o n ,  whether i t ' s  a one day o r  overnight  o r  whatever it 
was, I would t a k e  c e r t a i n  men from my platoon on a r o t a t i o n  
b a s i s ,  t h e  ones t h a t  s tayed back a t  base camp most of t h e  
t ime, on a r o t a t i o n  b a s i s .  I would t a k e  them t o  t h e  f i e l d  
with us t o  guard t h e  CP group, because many times a l l  t h e  
p la toons  would be o u t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  and t h e  CP 
group would be  by themselves. Of course,  t h e y ' r e  busy wi th  
r ad io ,  communications, and s o  f o r t h .  We simply guarded 
these  people. Sergeant  CONGLETON was Captain MICHLES' 
chief  RTO, and he and I kind of s p l i t  t h e  d u t i e s  a s  f a r  
a s  supp l i e s  were concerned. Sergeant CONGLETON used t o  o rde r  
them over t h e  r ad io  from base camp, and then  I would take 
charge of b r ing ing  t h e  chopper i n ,  unloading t h e  s u p p l i e s ,  
s e t t i n g  up t h e  chow l i n e ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  ammunition, and 
whatever o rde r s  t h e r e  might be t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p la toons ;  
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Many times with Sergeant  CONGLETON's he lp .  It depended on, 
you know, i f  Captain MICHLES had something f o r  him t o  do 
a t  t h e  t ime o r  i f  he was f r e e  t o  he lp .  So I guess you 
could say we s p l i t  t h e  d u t i e s  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  was c ~ n c e r n e d .  

Q e  A couple of ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g .  Do you re-
c a l l  having any t r a i n i n g  a t  any time which would have prob-
ably  been i n  c l a s s e s  on m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  t h e  Geneva 
Convention t h a t  included any information on l e g a l  versus 
i l l e g a l  o rde r s  o r  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s?  

A. I don? r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  W e  had 
c l a s s e s ,  l i k e  any TO&E u n i t ,  every s o  o f t e n  dur ing  t h e  
week on m i l i t a r y  just ice--well ,  on d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  f i r s t  
a i d ,  t h e  g a u n t l e t  of requirements a s  f a r  a s  t r a i n i n g  i s  
concerned; b u t  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion  on what an i l l e g a l  
o rde r  i s  and what a l e g a l  order  i s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  r e -
ce iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n  on it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  wondering myself. 

Q- I w a s  going 211 t he  way back t= h e s i c  and advanced 
t r a i n i n g .  

A .  In  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  we had, of course ,  numerous c l a s s e s  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  bu t  aga in ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  someone 
t e l l i n g  me what a l e g a l  o rde r  i s  and what an i l l e g a l  order  i s .  
They may have. 

Q. 1 b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  you were wi th  t h e  br igade  p r i o r  
t o  going t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  

Q. I B v egot  f acs imi les  here  of two MACV ca rds ,  Exhib i t  
M-2 t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules ,"  a pocket-s ize card.  Have you ever  seen  
t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n s t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I t  doesn" s t r i k e  any b e l l s ,  no. 

Q How about Exh ib i t  M-3, t i t l e d ,  "Enemy i n  your Hands," 
another  w a l l e t - s i z e  card? 

A .  This  one, I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was a ca rd ,  b u t  each 
one of t h e  squad l e a d e r s  was given a Vietnamese handbook. 
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A r e g u l a r  book t h a t  had t r a n s l a t i o n s  of English t o  V i e t -
namese and s o  on and s o  f o r t h ,  and we were i n s t r u c t e d  t o ,  
a s  we l l  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  look through it. Key words .we f i g -
ured we would be  us ing  when we got  t o  Vietnam, t r y  t o  
bone up on it. O f  course ,  we had no c l a s s e s  a s  f a r  as 
t r a i n i n g  and speaking Vietnamese, b u t  t h e  book, and I'm 
no t  su re  t h a t  everybody got  one,  I know I had one t h a t  
had English and Vietnamese i n  it. 

Q A s  a p a r t  of  i t ?  

A. A s  a p a r t  of  it. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  l i t t l e  book t h a t  opened l i k e  t h i s ?  

( I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  it would open end over end. )  

A. No, I t h i n k  it opened l i k e  t h i s .  

( I n d i c a t i n g  from t h e  s i d e . )  

Q. A M A W  pub l i ca t ion?  

A, I t h i n k  it was, yes ,  sir.  We were supposed t o  
t a k e  them wi th  u s ,  I th ink .  I had mine, and l e f t  it i n  base 
camp because it was a t h i c k  book, a l o t  of weight.  I d i d n ' t  
use it t h a t  much. 

Q. This  may n o t  be  t h e  one I was t h i n k i n g  about.  
I may have a d i f f e r e n t  one. 

A. it may have opened t h e  o t h e r  way. A l l  I re-
member i s  I had a book t h a t  had English and Vietnamese t r a n s -
l a t i o n s ,  b u t  Sergeant  CONGLETON, of course ,  went t o  t h e  
school.  

Q Yes, f o r  Vietnamese. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  per iod
15 March 1968, and we ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was 
conducted on 1 6 ,  17,  18,  and 19 March. We usua l ly  p o i n t  ou t  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  Lieutenant  CGCHRAN and MILUS were 
k i l l e d  on, and they  frame t h e  per iod.  

A. Right. 
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Q The b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you go t  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  e 


s t a r t e d  is  what we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r i g h t  now: what you 
were t o l d ,  who t o l d  you, what t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  
be,  how it was going t o  be conducted, where, and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Captain MICHLES always conducted t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  
H e  used t o  c a l l  i n  a l l  h i s  platoon l e a d e r s ,  and a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  time I b e l i e v e  I was--I t h i n k  I was c a l l e d  in-  
i t i a l l y  because I was going t o  t a k e  my squad o u t  aga in ;  
b u t  then t h e r e  was a change i n  p lans ,  and I t h i n k  Sergeant  
VANN went,  toe .  I ' m  no t  c l e a r  on t h i s .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  and what we were t o l d ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 
I do know we were t o l d  we were going t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  
and t h i s  au tomat ica l ly  meant t o  us t h a t  we could e x p e c t  
some r e s i s t a n c e ,  and t h a t  we were going i n t o  a h igh ly  
mined and booby-trapped a rea .  

A. I b e l i e v e  on L Z  Dott ie .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
con ten t s  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  W e  had many op- 
erat.ians i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  up to t h i s  p o i n t .  

G. 

the time 

A. Maybe you can jog me back some. 

Q. I dc i l ' t  want t o  b r i e f  you on what we know u n t i l  
I f i n d  o u t  what you were t o l d .  

A. Yes .  

Q- You were 012 u p t i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. This  opera t ion  began, you should havc been i n  t h e r e  
by 0840. 

A .  I can remember t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion .  I remember 
when we touched down. 
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Q You do, and Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  
about 4 5  minutes l a t e r ?  

A. J u s t  a s  we were moving ou t .  

Q. Well, you've g o t  t h i s  t i m e  frame p r e t t y  we l l  
f ixed .  Whether you were a t  Uptight o r  no t  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  
of s i g n i f i c a n c e  except  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g ,  when I ask you 
where were you b r i e f e d ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  you back t o  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g  s o  t h a t  you w i l l  remember t h e  p o i n t s .  

A. Y e s ,  I understand. 

Q Well, you were a t  Uptight .  Normally, where 
does Captain MICHLES g ive  h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. A t  Uptight  he  had a CP bunker, and normally 
t h i s  i s  where he gave it. H e  used t o  c a l l  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s  down t o  t h e  CP bunker. 

Q This  would be platoon l e a d e r s  and h i s  command 
group? 

A. Y e s ,  normally Sergeant  CONGLETON was wi th  him. 
Again, I d o n ' t  know. Sergeant  CONGLETON used t o  s t ay ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  camand bcnker v i t h  him, beczuse he was 
i n  charge of a l l  r a d i o  opera t ions ,  r e a l l y .  He normally 
c a l l e d  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  down t o  h i s  bunker and gave 
t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  a b r i e f i n g .  Then they would go back 
and g ive  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  p la toons  a b r i e f i n g .  This  nor-
mally was done by t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  c a l l i n g  t h e i r  squad 
l e a d e r s  i n t o  t h e i r  bunker, ind iv idua l  platoon command 
bunker. Then t h e  squad l e a d e r s  would t a k e  t h e  information 
back t o  them. 

Q- What o rde r s  were given concerning t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  burning of hootches,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. The day t h a t  we landed there. i f  I remember cor-
r e c t l y ,  on t h e  16 th ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  we destroyed any v i l -
l ages .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o rde r s  were concerned, I d o n ' t  
remember. 
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Q You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  be ing  s t a t e d  on t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  probably was something s t a t e d  t o  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q What about--did you s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i e f -
i n g ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  a g a i n ,  I d o n ' t  even know i f  I w a s  t h e r e .  
I s a y  normally I ' m  c a l l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g ,  a l l  I remember--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  suppose Se rgean t  VANN a t t e n d s  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  a s  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  Your f u n c t i o n ,  a s  you exp la ined  
t o  me, and your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  wouldn ' t  come from Se rgean t  VANN 
a s  CP s e c u r i t y  squad l e a d e r ?  

A; No, I ' d  g e t  mine s t r a i g h t  from Capta in  MICHLES. 

Q Whether Se rgean t  VANN was on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t ,  
wouldn ' t  you normally b e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a s i t u a t i o n  where Capta in  MICHELS normal ly  
would t e l l  me. I n  t h e  f i e l d  I w a s  always i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  be-
cause  I was always w i t h  Cap ta in  MICHLES. I n  t h e  b a s e  camp 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  normal ly  i f  Captain  MICHLES was busy o r  something 
I always knew t h a t  I was going.  So i f  t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n ,  
I always l i n e d  up t h e  people  I w a s  going t o  t a k e  wi th  me, and 
l i k e  I s a i d ,  I t r i e d  t o  do it on a r o t a t i o n - t y p e  b a s i s .  I f  h e  
had t i m e  t o  t e l l  me what h e  wanted- - rea l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  
much t o  do e x c e p t  s t i c k  w i t h  him. Then when we g o t  o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  h e ' d  t e l l  m e  what h e  wanted me t o  do. L ike  I s a y ,  
I h a v e n ' t  g o t  any in fo rma t ion  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  because  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  what it was, even i f ,  I was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

Q - W e l l ,  l e t  me go over  a few q u e s t i o n s  t o  see i f  
you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  you knew b e f o r e  going i n  t h e r e  
about  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  How about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  food-
s t o c k s ?  Anything mentioned on t h a t ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ?  

A. W e l l ,  any t i m e  w e  went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  we would 
d e s t r o y  any r i c e  o r  any th ing  we found. A s  f a r  as - - I  suppose 
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  p i g s  and ch ickens  and s o  on and s o  
f o r t h ?  . . 

- ' d  

- ,  
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Q. Lives tock ,  y e s .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Then a s  I unders tand t h i s ,  you d i d n ' t  do t h i s  
a s  a normal p rocedure  anyhow? 

A. No, n o t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  l i v e s t o c k ,  no, s ir .  

Q And t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  s p e c i f i c  p u t  o u t  on t h i s  
p a - r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q What about  t h e  n a t i v e s  of  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  i n -
h a b i t a n t s ?  Was t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  d i s p o s t i o n  
of  t h o s e  people?  

A. Only t o  t h e  point- -as  f a r  a s  d i r e c t  o r d e r s ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l . .  J u s t  t h a t  w e  a l l  knew t h a t  t hey  were VC,  o r  
VC sympath izers ,  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q Were normal p rocedures  t o  be  i n  e f f e c t ,  and i f  
s o ,  what were t h o s e  procedures?  

A. The on ly  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  procedures  were any 
men t h a t  were found i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were brought  t o  t h e  CP  
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  It was normally l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  a s  f a r  a s  age i s  concerned o r  whether 
o r  n o t  h e  f e l t  t hey  were VC o r  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  be  VC s u s p e c t s .  
A s  f a r  a s  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  go, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  no 
s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  procedure  on women and c h i l d r e n .  They 
w e r e  l e f t  alone, .  

Q You round them a l l  up and move them o u t ,  o r  what? 

A. Normally, what t hey  would do wi th  t h e  women and 
k i d s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  p u t  them a l l  i n  one a r e a .  Take 
them a l l  o u t  of  t h e  hootches  and p u t  them i n  a c e n t r a l  a r e a .  
They t h e y ' d  go back and sea rch  each hootch ,  depending on i f  
t h i s  was o u r  miss ion .  Normally, t hey  were p u t  i n t o  a c e n t r a l  
a r e a ,  y e s .  

, . 
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Q What d i d  you expec t  t o  be  con f ron ted  wi th  a s  f a r  
a s  t h e  enemy f o r c e  t h a t  was i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. A t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ?  My own pe r sona l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
were number one,  of cou r se ,  mines and booby t r a p s .  This  
was always foremost  i n  o u r  minds when w e  moved i n t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  because  t h e  whole p l a c e  was no th ing  b u t  a b i g  
booby t r a p .  But a s  f a r  a s  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  concerned,  I d i d  
expec t  t o  have some. Normally, when we g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  we 
u s u a l l y ,  i f  w e  went i n  t h e r e  f o r  any l e n g t h  of t ime ,  w e  
had some o p p o s i t i o n .  I r e a d  t h e  pape r s ,  and I t h i n k  I can 
r ead  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  what VC f o r c e  we were t o l d  i n  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  we'd meet. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  We f igured- -aga in ,  l e t  me add t h i s :  w e  always 
f i g u r e d  p e r s o n a l l y  from a man-to-man b a s i s ,  n o t  from o r d e r s ,  
t h a t  when w e  went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  we w e r e  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  
and it depended on how t h e y  f e l t  whether t hey  wanted t o  h i t  
us o r  n o t .  Now, a g a i n ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  a l l  comes from t h e  
ambush t h a t  w e  w e r e  involved  i n  way back i n  February i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e .  So w e ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  I t h i n k  every  man i n  
t h a t  company f e l t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  go ing  t o  meet w i th  some 
r e s i s t a n c e .  A s  f a r  a s  the--I 'm s u r e  t h e r e  was a q u o t e  p u t  
on it, and I ' m  s u r e  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they  always d i d  say  
a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  meeting such and such a VC b a t t a l i o n  o r  
b r i g a d e  o r  whatever  it may b e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember anybody s t a t i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f  
o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  was going t o  be?  

A. Search and d e s t r o y .  

Q There i s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind about  t h a t ?  Was 
t h i s  a normal t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o r  was t h i s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  s ir .  The reason  I ' m  s o  s u r e  
about  it i s  because w e  were i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  many, many 
t i m e s .  I remember Colonel  BARKER r eques t ed  permiss ion  
t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  So when we CA'ed i n  t h e r e ,  we were 
on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  

Q How d i d  you know Colonel  BARKER r e q u e s t e d  t h i s ?  
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A.  Because Colonel  BARKER and Captain  MICHLES were 
always,  you know, I was i n  t h e  CP group,  and they  used t o  
t a l k  about  it a s  f a r  a s  what Ca-ptain MICHLES f e l t .  Captain  
MICHELS went i n  t he re - - I  d o n ' t  know t h e  s t a t i s t i c s - - b u t  I 
f e e l  t h a t  Bravo Company probably went i n  t h e r e  a s  much i f  
n o t  more than  anybody, as f a r  a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i s  concerned,  
on single-company o p e r a t i o n s ,  sweeping through t h e  a r e a  and 
s e e i n g  w h a t ' s  going on. 

Q When was t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  between Colonel  BARKER 
and Capta in  MICHLES? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I mean, t hey  j u s t  used t o  
t a l k  about  it because we used t o  l o s e  men every  t ime we went 
i n  t h e r e ,  and I can remember vaguely Colonel  BARKER say ing  
something abou t ,  " I wish w e  could g e t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  
of  h e r e  and g e t  some people  i n  h e r e  s o  w e  cou ld  c l e a n  t h i s  
a r e a  o u t .  'I 

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was? 

A. Not t h e  d a t e s ,  s i r .  The A R V N ' s  used t o  go i n  
t h e r e  and t r y  t o  t a l k  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n t o  moving o u t  o f  t h e  
a r e a  . 
Q. Where d i d  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t a k e  p l a c e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q You mean it w a s  on an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were on a one-company o p e r a t i o n .  Colonel  
BARKER used t o  come o u t  and v i s i t  t h e  company. 

Q Are you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and t h a t  Colonel  BARKER was 
o u t  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company commander? Is t h a t  when i t  
was? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I don ' t - - aga in ,  I d o n ' t  remember d a t e s  
o r  any th ing  e l s e .  I remember Colonel  BARKER used t o  come o u t  
whether i t  was Bravo Company, C h a r l i e  Company, any company. 
When t h e r e  was no th ing  going on,  no f i r e  o r  something,  h e ' d  
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drop o u t  t o  s e e  how t h i n g s  w e r e  going,  t o  t a l k  t o  h i s  company 
commanders, and,  you know, and f i n d  o u t  t h e  morale of  t h e  t r o o p s .  
H e  used t o  come around and t a l k  t o  us a s  w e  were i n  t h e  fox-
h o l e s  o r  ou r  pe r ime te r  p a s i t i o n s .  Being w i t h  t h e  company com-
mander and t h e  CP group,  I used t o  be around when t h e y  were 
t a l k i n g .  

Q 
t r y i n g  t o  
t h e  opera  

W e l l ,  you see, t h i s  i s  very  impor t an t  because we ' r e  
determine what t h e  p l ann ing  and t h e  t h i n k i n g  behind 

t i o n  was. This  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e s e  s t a t e -
ments- t h a t  Colonel  BARKER had made, s i n c e  h e ' s  dead,  w e  can 't 
g e t  t o  him a r e  impor tan t :  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where t h e y  w e r e  made 
and a l s o  t h e  t i m e  when they  were made. 

A. I don ' t - - I  want t o  s ta te  one f a c t ,  sir. Every pe r son ,  
and I ' m  s u r e  i n c l u d i n g  everybody h e r e ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  t a l k s  t o  
people.  I d o n ' t  want t o  g i v e  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER wanted 
us t o  k i l l  eve ry  blankety-blank person i n  h e r e .  They w e r e  j u s t  
t a l k i n g ,  and I overheard  them, They were jus t - -Colonel  BARKER 
was j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  he  wished h e  could g e t  i n  h e r e  and g e t  
r i d  o f  t h e  VC. There was t a l k  t h a t  t h i s  was j u s t  a bad p l a c e  
t o  t r y  t o  rob anybody o u t  of  because it was a p r e t t y  w e l l  f o r -
t i f  i e d  p l a c e .  

Q. But t h i s  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  of  
March? 

A. Y e s .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  a key. I d o n ' t  want 
you t o  t a k e  anyth ing  o u t  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t emen t .  

Q- W e l l ,  it i s  impor t an t ,  and I t h i n k  we 've  g o t  a l l  
you remember on it. This  i s  what you r e c a l l  him say ing ,  t h a t  
he wanted t o  g e t  i n  there - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not verba t im,  no. T h i s  is what t h e y  
were t a l k i n g  about:  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  VC i n  t h e  area, and t h e y  
w e r e  ha rd  t o  g e t  t o ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
a r ea .  I know Capta in  MICHLES' own pe r sona l  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  
h e  wanted t o  t a k e  every  c i v i l i a n  o u t  of  t h e r e  and move them 
o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  t o  a s e c u r e  p l a c e ,  and t h e n  go i K  and f i g h t  
t h e  VC. I t ' s  s o  ha rd  when you've g o t  a l l  t h e s e  people  m i l l i n g  
around i n  t h e r e  t o  r e a l l y  conduct  an o p e r a t i o n  o f  any s i g n i -
f i c a n c e .  

Q- Capta in  MICHLES r e a l i z e d  t h i s ?  
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A. He s a i d  it t o  me many time t h a t  he wished we could 
g e t  r i d  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a s  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  them o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  
They used t o  do t h i s  i n  c e r t a i n  a spec t s .  They would t a k e  a l l  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t ,  n o t  Task Force Barker, b u t  I remember reading 
about it. 

MR WALSH: You mentioned t h a t  Colonel BARKER had g o t t e n  per- 
mission t o  conduct a search  and des t roy  opera t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

Q. What was your understanding of--well ,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  
how d i d  you l e a r n  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  saying  t h a t  when we landed i n  t h e  Pink- 
v i l l e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, I b e l i e v e  it was a sea rch  and des t roy  
opera t ion .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  you'd g o t t e n  permission f o r  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t o  conduct t h i s .  The ques t ion  i s ,  what was your un- 
ders tanding  of where t h a t  permission had been obta ined?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I s a i d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER got  per- 
mission because I don't--Colonel BARKER was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  com-
mander. I mean--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Perhaps I misunderstood you. You 
s a i d  it w a s  Captain MICHLES who got  t h e  permission? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  know where t h e  word "permission" comes 
from. 

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  it c a m e  from you. 

A. Did i t ?  Well, i f  it d i d ,  Captain MICHLES t a k e s  or-
ders ,  j u s t  l i k e  anybody e l s e .  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day he w a s  
given t h e  mission o f  going on a CA i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  and Char- 
l i e  Company was wi th  us on t h e  CA. But I d o n ' t  want--I must be-- 

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  t o  o b t a i n  permission from higher  headquar ters  be fo re  
t h i s  type  of an opera t ion?  

A. You mean from Colonel BARKER o r  Captain MICHLES o r  
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something l i k e  t h i s ?  I know t h a t  they have t o  g e t  permission. 
They have t o  go t o ,  I guess it would be t h e  America1 Divis ion 
commander t o  plan an opera t ion .  I don't--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You do no t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
then  t h a t  they--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They asked permission,  someone asked 
permission? 

Q.  Did any s p e c i a l  permission o r  any s p e c i a l  c learance  
have t o  be obtained f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion  a s  opposed t o  any o t h e r  
opera t ion  of t h i s  task fo rce?  

A. No, 

Q. Well, now, had you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any search and 
des t roy  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  one? 

A., bJe'P.:,, 7 par t ic ipa ted  in. every operat ian.  Bravo Com-
pany went on o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  when I was n o t  on R&R. 

Q. Bad Bravo Coinpany conducted any search  and destroy
opera t ions  p r i o r  to t h i s  one? 

A. W e L 1 ,  w e  had burned s a m e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were empty, 
s o  I guess t h a t  would be search  and destx'sy, t o  search  t h e  v i l -
l age  and then  burn it down. They were be l i eved  t o  be bivouac 
o u t f i t s .  

Q .  Now, how nany of t h e s e  opera t ions  had Bravo Company 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p r i o r  t o  16 March? 

A. I have no idea,. 

Q More than one? 

A. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about s t r a i g h t  search  and destroy 
now? 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A .  Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  you'd c a l l  them search  and 
des t roy  or  no t .  We found t h e  h u t s ,  and we c a l l e d  back and t o l d  
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them what they w e r e ,  searched them, and c a l l e d  back and t o l d  
them t h e r e  was nothing t h e r e .  We got  t h e  word t o  burn them 
down. 

Q - Well, t h a t ' s  no t  r e a l l y  q u i t e  what I ' m  asking.  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  whether you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of whether 
t h i s  opera t ion ,  i n  t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  planning and br ief ing--  
it w a s  cha rac te r i zed  by you and by many o t h e r  people we've t a lked  
t o  a s  a search  and des t roy  opera t ion .  A l l  I want t o  e s t a b l i s h  
i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  whether you had s e t  o u t  on previous 
opera t ions  of t h i s  type  be fo re  o r  whether t h i s  one was unique 
i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  you had been b r i e f e d  from t h e  beginning and 
set o u t  on an opera t ion  t h a t  was understood by everybody t o  
be a search  and des t roy  mission a t  t h e  t i m e  you s t a r t e d .  

A .  Well, I might have t o  c l a r i f y  f i r s t .  Not being a 
p la toon squad l e a d e r ,  a member of t h e  r i f l e  p la toon ,  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  know what you would consider  o r  what they  considered a 
search  and des t roy .  Now, what I ' m  saying i s  Captain MICHLES 
wouldn't  g e t  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  with me of t h e  1st Platoon was 
going t o  do t h i s  and t h e  2d Platoon was going t o  do t h a t .  The 
only t h i n g  I would g e t  from Captain MICHLES i s ,  " I  want you t o  
s e t  up your s e c u r i t y  here ,  o r  I want you t o  t a k e  s u p p l i e s  on it h i s  r i c e  paddy today,"  o r ,  you know, t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s .  
Now, we went on many, many opera t ions  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and i n  our  
a r e a  of opera t ion .  Again, whether th,ey were considered search  
and des t roys ,  o r  whether a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they were considered 
search  and des t roy ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you how many o r  f o r  t h a t  
ma t t e r ,  which one. 

Q - Well, l e t  m e  p u t  i n  another  wayo When you say t h a t  
i t ' s  a search  and des t roy  mission,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about what 
it turned out  t o  be? Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what was done? O r  
are you t a l k i n g  about what everyone a n t i c i p a t e d  a s  they went 
ou t?  

A.  My opinion of  a search  and des t roy  was t o  search  
o u t  t h e  enemy. Once found, des t roy  him. Now, t h a t  was our  
mission,  t o  search  o u t  t h e  enemy; i f  found, des t roy .  I guess 
you can j u s t  about  say every opera t ion  you go on, your mission,  
lmless  i t ' s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  search a viLl-age or  t o  look f o r  
a r i c e  cache o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  is a sea rch  and des t roy .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  confused. I thought  t h a t  you had 
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e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  your unders tanding  o f  a s e a r c h  and de- 
s t r o y  i s n ' t  what t h i s  was t o  be-- 

z A  
.. 

o ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  By bu rn ing  h u t s  and s o  on and s o  
f o r t h ?  Yousre r e f e r r i n g  t o  bu rn ing  of h u t s  and so forth? 

Q. 1%merely t r y i n g  t o  g e t  what y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  

A .  The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you asked m e  was, "Was t h i s  m i s -
s i o n  a  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ? "  I immediately s a i d ,  "Yes." And I 
b e l i e v e  it w a s .  L ike  I s a y ,  a s  f a r  as--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You?e t r y i n g  t o  say  t h a t  t h a t ' s  l i k e  
any o t h e r  mi s s ion ,  and now I j u s t  wonder what you mean, r e a l l y .  

A.  I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e y  w i l l  s ay  t h i s  i s  a s ea rch  and 
d e s t r o y  o r  t h i s  i s  t h i s  and t h i s  and t h i s .  Number one,  I d o n ' t  
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e  had p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
miss ion.  

Q D  You don9t have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  miss ion 
w a s ,  as you set  o u t ,  t o  be  any d i f f e r e n t  t han  any o t h e r  miss ion .  

A. The only d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  going back t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  and t h i s  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  me had a d i f f e r e n t  con- 
n o t a t i o n  than 9 - ~ i ~ ~ ~ -it would be i c  we ~ e ~ e soii~eplaceelse. 

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  I can unders tand  what y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  
say.  You said--we3re  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  r e a l l y ,  two miss ions :  
s e a r c h  and c l e a r  and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  And t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  
t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  o u t  i s  what do you c o n s i d e r  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between a s e a r c h  and c l e a r  and s e a r c h  and des t roy?  
When you s a i d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  same f o r  bo th  
t y p e s  of  miss ions .  

A.  From nay own p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  between s e a r c h  and 
clear and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  and a g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  judging--I'm 
t r y i n g  i n  my mind t o  remember t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of both--but  a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t o  m e  means t h e r e  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n ,  
and a s e a r c h  and c l e a r  is  one where t h e r e  i s n ' t .  You're j u s t  
going o u t  and y o u ' r e  looking  for o p p o s i t i o n ,  whereas t h e  o t h e r  
one i s  where y o u ' r e  going i n  where t h e r e ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  known t o  
b e  t h e r e .  

(MARSHALL) 1-7 APP T-326 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY e 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. So i t ' s  t h e  enemy f o r c e  then  i s  what you c o n s i d e r  
t o  be--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would b e  t h e  d i c t a t i n g  f a c t o r .  

Q .Do you recall  i n  t h i s  handbook t h a t  you had t h a t  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  w e r e  
i n  t h e r e ,  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d ?  

A. No. 

Q You don 't remember t h a t ?  

LTC NOLL: I b e l i e v e  you d i d  s ay  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  miss ion  t h a t  you went on. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  The 
f i r s t  t ime t h e  s u b j e c t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  came up. 

A. P robably ,  and a g a i n ,  I have to - - I  r e a d  t h e  p a p e r s ,  
and t h i s  probably h a s  some bea r ing .  I n  t h e  pape r s  i t ' s  been 
a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  

Q. The on ly  q u e s t i o n  I have,  w a s  t h e r e  any problem un-
d e r s t a n d i n g  what t h i s  miss ion was a l l  about?  Were t h e r e  any 
q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ?  

A. Again, s i r ,  i n  my p a r t i c u l a r  job,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  
what people  w e r e  supposed t o  b e  do ing  w a s n ' t  given t o  m e ,  A l l  
C a p t a i c  MICKLCS w o ~ l dt e l l  iri~is, "Ckay, Szrgeai i t  ?.aARSHI?J;L, we ' re  
going t o  move i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  I want you t o  se t  up s e c u r i t y  
i n  h e r e ,  and I want you t o  r e c e i v e  s u p p l i e s  someplace e l s e . "  
NOW, h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a t o o n s ,  h e  went on f u r t h e r ,  "You s e a r c h  
o u t  such-and-such a v i l l a g e  and you do t h i s  and you do  t h a t . "  
But t h i s  w a s n ' t  my job.  The re fo re ,  I w a s n ' t  r a t e d  t o  him. 

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  now. I n  t h e  n e x t  series of q u e s t i o n s  
w e ' l l  b e  concerned w i t h  i s  t h e  day,  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  oper-
a t i o n .  Before  I s t a r t  a s k i n g  you q u e s t i o n s ,  w e  w i l l  g i v e  you 
a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  and what w e  know about  it. 
M r .  WALSH h a s  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from t h e r e ,  and h e ' l l  p u l l  o u t  
a photograph and o r i e n t  you s o  t h a t  we can g e t  more d e t a i l e d  
q u e s t i o n s  f o r  you. 
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A few ques t ions  before  we go t o  t h i s  photograph. Did 
you rece ive  f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any, no t  a t  t h e  
t ime, n o t  having f i r e ,  i f  we d i d ,  because I would have remembered 

Q. Were your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  they were. 

Q. Which l i f t  were you on? 

A .  Again, I c a n ' t  remember, I t h i n k  1 was with Captain 
MICHLES, I b e l i e v e ,  whichever l i f t  he went i n  on. I th ink  it 
was t h e  second l i f t  because I remember they  were a l ready touched 
down when we came i n .  I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q Was anyone f i r i n g  when they l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Not from t h e  event  t h a t  I was. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was 
f i r e  going o u t  over  Char l i e  Company, 

Q All r i g h t i  now. I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h i s  photograph 
he re ,  I"11 t r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  some t h i n g s  t h a t  we have repor ted  
as having occurred and i n  case  this b r ings  anything back t o  
you. Then maybe w e ' l l  g e t  t o  same more s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  

(COL WILSON b r i e f e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  opera t ion  
and on Exh ib i t  P-1.) 

Now, t h a t ' s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  of what happened i n  where 
you were t h a t  morning, and what we'd l i k e  t o  know, which t y p e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  evacuated t h e  two groups of wounded? 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, were they d u s t o f f s  o r  s l i c k s ,  
o r  was it a command and c o n t r o l  sh ip?  

A. Lieutenant  COCHRAN, I th ink  it was a d u s t o f f .  The 
second one, I d o n ' t  remember whether it was--I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  
chopper come i n .  I heard it come i n .  I d o n ' t  remember whether 
it was a r ed  c r o s s  o r  a command, you know, a r e g u l a r  hel icop-
t e r .  I b e l i e v e  Lieutenant  COCHRAN ' s was a  dustof  f .  
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  Colonel BARKER down t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  between Captain 
MICHLES and Colonel BARKER? 

A. On t h a t  day? 

Q- Y e s ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about during t h i s  t i m e  per iod .  

A.  When Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d  and t h a t ?  I d o n ' t  
r e c d l e c t  it, no. 

Q Do you remember changing t h e  mission of any of t h e  
platoons? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember an ordered change of mission, only  
I know t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon pu l l ed  back o u t  of t h a t  hedgerow, 
t h a t  one a rea .  Then they went around it, and then  Captain 
MICHLES set them up someplace e l s e .  

Q - Do you know i f  t h e  2d Platoon was o r i g i n a l l y  supposed 
t o  sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e  of P i n k v i l l e ,  My La i  (I)? 

A. A l l  I know i s  t h e  2d Platoon was going s t r a i g h t  ahead 
and sweeping, and t h e  3d Platoon was going o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q W a s  t h a t  t h e  formation t h a t  they l e f t  t h e  landing  zone, 
2d Platoon on t h e  r i g h t ,  3d Platoon on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- Did they  move o f f  t h a t  way, o r  d i d  they  move o f f  i n  
columns? 

A. No, they moved of f - - the  3d Platoon moved o f f  t o  t h e  
l e f t ;  i n  what formation they were i n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  The 1st 
Platoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  was f a i r l y  we l l  spread o u t ,  and w e l l ,  when 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN go t  h i t ,  of course,  from then  on I d i d n ' t  
pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  what w a s  going on and what formation they  
were i n .  I know Captain MICHLES t o l d  them t o  f r e e z e  u n t i l  w e  
got  Lieutenant  COCHRAN o u t  of t h e r e .  
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Q o  Right be fo re  he was k i l l e d ,  and as  you were moving 
up t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  d i d  you hea r  any f i r i n g  over  t o  t h e  west? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  over t h e r e .  Again, t h i s  
i s  hard t o  r e c a l l  because t h i s  i s  a s i t u a t i o n a l  type of--

& = ( In te rpos ing)  DQ you r e c a l l  o r  can you say t h a t  
t h e  2d and t h e  3d Platoons were moving n o r t h ,  a b r e a s t  of each 
o t h e r ?  

A,  No, t h e  3d Platoon was moving on an angle ,  moving 
off  t o  t h e  l e f t  of our  LZ. And t h e  2d Platoon was moving 
s t r a i g h t  ahead. 

Q S t r a i g h t  ahead, okay. 

A. And they only moved 200 o r  300 meters.  T h a t ' s  when 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  h i t .  They moved another  50 ,  75 meters ,  
and dropped i n  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  guys t h e r e ,  

Q - About t h a t  t ime, t h e r e  was some a c t i v i t y  over wi th  
t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  was c ross ing  t h a t  br idge .  Did you h e a r  
any f i r i n g  over  t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  repor ted  s n i p e r  f i r e .  I ' m  no t  pos-
itive. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  mortar s e t  up? 

A. We only had one. I t h i n k  Sergeant  VANN was with us 
and we had one. I t h i n k  he s e t  it up. 

Q. Do you remember f i r i n g  i n  support  of t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. I don ' t  remember it. 

9 Would you hea r  t h e  r a d i o ,  something on i t ?  

A. I was near  t h e  command group, yes ,  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hear  any reques t s  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you hea r  a  t ransmiss ion  from Captain MICHLES 
t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  t h e  mortar and t o  use t h e  machineguns 
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A .  No. I d o n ' t  remember it. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
mortar p la toon w a s  wi th  us. 

Q I t  was wi th  you? 

A. Right.  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  f i r i n g .  I 
mean, i f  you were going t o  t e l l  them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  t h e  mortars ,  
you were c l o s e  enough s o  you could h o l l e r  over  and t e l l  them 
t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  t h e  mortars .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  t h i s  was a combined s o r t  of-- i f  t h i s  
s ta tement  was made, it was made t o  two people. One was t o  t h e  
mortar p la toon and t h e  o t h e r  was t o  t h e  1st Platoon.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d i scuss ion  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  were s o  many rounds f i r e d  and s o  many duds i n  those  
rounds t h i s  day a t  t h a t  br idge?  

A. By t h e  mortars? I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. Again, it may 
have happened. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do yo9 r e c a l l  any of t h e  body count r e p o r t s  coming
i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. The 1st Platoon gave a count.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what it was. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was one. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember what t h e  body count was? Now, 
t h e  company moved on a f t e r  t h e s e  men were wounded and evacuated. 
You moved up i n  through it. Did you move through any s o r t  of 
a v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. The f i r s t  l i t t l e  hamlet t h a t  we came t o ,  and 
r e a l l y  it was j u s t  i n  a grove of t r e e s ,  t h e r e  was one hut .  
Then t h e r e  was a pa th  t h a t  went o u t  i n t o  an open pagoda, a 
cemetery. There was another  h u t  on t h e  o t h e r  end of t h a t .  A s  
t h e  command group, we stopped t h e r e  and j u s t  about  t h e  rest 
of them were a l ready t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  where we set up t h e  CP. 

Q T h a t ' s  where you s t ayed  a l l  n igh t?  
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A.  Right.  Then w e  moved j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways from Char l i e  
Company t h a t  n igh t .  Now, t h e  p la toons  were someplace e l s e .  I 
d o n 8 t  know where they set up. The command group was by i t s e l f .  

Q. Could you i d e q t i f y  t h a t  v i l l a g e  on h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g
Exhibi t  P - l ) ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  a v i l l a g e ,  sir. I t  was j u s t  we landed he re  

Q Y e s .  

A.  Now, t h i s  is  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  I t  was way down 
i n  here ,  I b e l i e v e ,  wherever t h e  cemetery i s .  There was an 
open l o t  t h e r e  wi th  a cement--it looks l i k e  a s h r i n e .  I d o n ' t  
know. I t ' s  i n  h e r e  someplace, and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  grove of 
t r e e s  with a h u t  i n  t h e  cen te r .  

Q. This  i s  P-18. Do you remember seeing--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This  i s  one of my men. 

Q Who i s  t h a t ?  

T h a t ' s  Cec i l  HUFFm. 

Q HUFFMAN s tanding  by some Vietnamese. Do you remem-
ber seeing any of t h e  Vietnamese? 

A .  Y e s .  We guarded them a l l  n i g h t  long. 

Q Was t h a t  your squad 's  job, o r  was t h a t  t h e  mortar  
platoon 's job? 

A.  W e l l ,  my squad guarded them. 

Q HUFFMAN was i n  your squad? 

A. Right . 
Q Now, where d i d  t h e s e  people come from? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  some of them--and aga in ,  I don"--I b e l i e v e  
Char l i e  Company brought some of them i n .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  
I t h i n k  w e  had, it was about 2 0  of them. And we had them up 
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a g a i n s t  t h e  cement pagoda o r  s h r i n e  w i th  t h e i r  backs  a g a i n s t  
t h e  s h r i n e  and l e g s  and t h e i r  hands t i e d .  And w e  j u s t  guarded 
them a l l  n i g h t  long.  Where t hey  a l l  came from, I d o n ' t  know, 
b u t  a l l  I know i s  Capta in  MICHLES t o l d  me t o  guard them. 

Q- Now, i s  t h i s  where HUFFMAN i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h i s  photo- 
graph? Is t h i s  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  command p o s t ,  o r  i s  t h i s  
an e a r l i e r  photograph? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s - - t h i s  i s  a h u t .  Now, I c a n ' t  t e l l  
from t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e .  But I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  h u t  
t h a t  we had t h e  command p o s t  i n .  

Q-. T h a t ' s  i n  t h e  rear of t h e  photograph.  

A.  Right . 
Q. T h i s  appears  t o  be a graveyard.  Is t h a t  a graveyard? 

A. W e l l ,  it looks  l i k e  t h e  one we s t a y e d  i n .  I t  w a s  
s o f t  sand.  But I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  grove.  Y e s ,  it is ,  be-
cause we CA'd i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  The 3d P la toon  came t h i s  
way and--do you have a n o t h e r  s h o t ?  

Q- Y e s .  You're t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h i s  camera is  f a c i n g
south .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  ocean i s  o u t  t h i s  way. 

Q = A l l  r i g h t .  A r e  t h e s e  t h e  same people?  T h i s  i s  P-208. 
A r e  t h e y  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  a r e  i n  P-18? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. . 

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h i s  group? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  m e  t hey  a l l  look a l i k e ,  sir. 

Q. I was t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  it from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of 
l o c a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h .  I f  t h i s  w a s  i n  background. These pos- 
s i b l y  were p r i s o n e r s  be ing  guarded. How about  t h i s  P-19? Do 
you recognize  anybody i n  t h i s  photograph,  Vietnamese o r  U.S.? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l .  I d o n ' t  know. No Vietnamese I know. 
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Q- P-20. I s m  i n t e r e s t e d  p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  
if you know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  is .  

A. I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q- You're i n  t h e  back, r i g h t  r e a r ?  

A. This  is one of my men he re .  

Q m  You're po in t ing  %o t h e  man on t h e  extreme l e f t  with 
t h e  rod. 

A. Here ' s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 1 d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q HONEYCUTT. What about t h e s e  two i n  t h e  c e n t e r  r e a r ?  
Can you i d e n t i f y  those  two? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you remeiiker t h i s  ared? You weze s t and ing  t h e r e ?  

A.  Not r e a l l y ,  sir ,  no. 

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  i f  t h i s  i s  where t h e  CP went 
i n .  

A. It could have been. Like I say ,  t h e r e  was one h u t  
t h e r e  and t h e r e  were some t r e e s ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e .  

Q These two i n d i v i d u a l s  he re ,  you d o n e t  r e c a l l  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e i r  f aces  enough t o  recognize them. 

Q - How about these  two i n  P-21? 

A. This  i s  our-- ,he was an i n t e r r o g a t o r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The man on t h e  l e f t  hold ing  h i s  helmet 
is--
A* ( In terpos ing]  The o t h e r  i s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  

Q An i n t e r r o g a t o r  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I assume. 

A. T h a t t s  c o r r e c t .  
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A. That 's them again.  Now, this must have been i n  the--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This  i s  t h e  same group t h a t  a r e  i n  P-21. 

A .  This  must have been i n  the  command group because I 
remember t h i s  o l d  gentleman w a s  i n  t h e r e .  

Q What d i d  t h e  o l d  man have t o  do wi th  t h e  command 
group? 

A. Nothing, r e a l l y .  H e  was--I c a n ' t  remember i f  he 
was brought t o  us o r  what. And they i n t e r r o g a t e d  him and he 
dug up some--a canteen o r  something t h a t  w a s  b u r i e d  t h e r e  i n  
t h a t  command group. 

Q. He d i d  d i g  up a canteen. 

A .  H e  pointed t o  where it was t o  be dug up. 

Q Let me ask you t h i s  ques t ion:  i n  photo P-20, i s  
t h a t  a canteen by t h a t  woman? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a s  being 
a canteen? 

A. It looks l i k e  a canteen,  bu t  I--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Is t h a t  t h e  one t h a t  w a s  dug up? 

A.  It wasn ' t  a p l a s t i c  one. I t  was a metal  one. I 
d o n ' t  know. That looks l i k e  a p l a s t i c  one. 

Q e  Anything e l s e  about t h e  man i n  P-22? 

A. He was j u s t  t h e r e .  

Q. What happened t o  him? 

A.  Well, when they i n t e r r o g a t e d  him, they  took o f f  t o  
t h e  s i d e .  I was busy doing o t h e r  th ings .  

Q. Did you hear  anything unusual about  t h e  in te r roga t ion  
of t h a t  man? 
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A. Mot t h a t  I know of .  I wasn ' t  w i th  t h e  command group. 

Q. Did they hold him a f t e r  they i n t e r r o g a t e d  him, o r  
d i d  they l e t  him go? 

A .  
n i g h t  

I th ink  
know. 

they l e t  him go. We d idnst have him t h a t  

Q- You didn '  t have him t o  guard? 

A.  To guard,  no. 

Q - What about P-23? Do  you recognize ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  any
of the  Vietnamese? 

A. Captain MICHLES and--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Captain MICHLES is  on t h e  l e f t .  

A .  And h i s  RTO, P.IERCER. 

MERCERqs on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. And t h e  a s s i s t a n t .  

Q YouFre t a l k i n g  a b ~ u tt h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A.  Yeah, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. I n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Any Vietnamese? Do  you remember 
any of those  people or dny--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l '  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ,  
s ee ing  them t h a t  day o r  t h e  next  day? 

A. No, s ir .  No, sir. 

Q. To go back t o  P-208 and P-209, is t h e r e  anything 
f a m i l i a r  about e i t h e r  one of those  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. This  is  t h e  pagoda t h a t  I was t a l k i n g  about.  

Cl P-209 i s  t h e  pagoda, your impression of t h e  pagoda 
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where you set  up your command. 

A .  . W e  had t h e - - i t ' s  k ind of ha rd  t o  see, b u t  we had 
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  w a l l .  

Q Against  t h e  w a l l  of t h e  pagoda? 

A . .  Right ,  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- What p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. The ones t h a t  we go t .  

Q. The 20 t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

4. , here was q u i t e  a few of them. I know t h a t .  

Q A r e  t h e s e  t h e  same p r i s o n e r s  i n  P-208 t h a t  you ' re  
t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Again, t hey  could be.  

Q That shows what, s i x  o r  seven? 

W e  had more t h a n  t h a t .  I know t h a t .  

Q. The p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  you guarded t h a t  n i g h t ,  were they ,
d i d  they have t h e  sacks over  t h e i r  heads? They w e r e  t i e d ?  

A.  They were t i e d .  Thei r  hands were t i e d  and t h e i r  
f e e t  were t i e d .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remehber whether w e  l e f t  t h e  bags 
on o r  we d i d n ' t .  But t h a t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  we  d i d - o r  no t .  

.Q Did you have t o  guard them? 

. A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  always one man up and guarding them. 

Q The a c t i v i t i e s  over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  1st P la toon  
a c t i v i t i e s  over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything 
o r  any r e p o r t s  coming back? 

A ,  They d i d n ' t  come back t o  us. They s t ayed  over  t h e r e .  
And I--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, what was your  duty  a s  t h e  per-
son i n  charge of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s u p p l i e s  and s o  f o r t h ?  How 
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many h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  t o  the  CP t h a t  morning? 

A. Which morning, s i r ?  

Q The f i r s t  day. That day, I should say ,  n o t  j u s t  
t h a t  morning. 

. . 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  n igh t  I took one chopper f o r  supp l i e s  i n  
, a r i c e  paddy r i g h t  next  t o  t h i s  a rea .  Another chopper came i n  

during the  day, bu t  it wasn ' t - - i t  was br inging--I  guess it w a s  
br inging  a  photographer. I d o n ' t  remember i f  the  i n t e r r o g a t o r  
and h i s  a s s i s t a n t  came i n  on the  CA with  us o r  they came i n  
l a t e r .  I don ' t  know. But I pe r sona l ly  only  took i n  one supply 
chopper t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q How many i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came i n  t h e r e ?  Was it j u s t  
t h a t  one? 

A. J u s t  t h e  two, the  ones t h a t  u s u a l l y  came., 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  any more? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any more. 

Q The photoqrapher you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  came i n ,  
is t h a t  HAEBERLE? 

A. I don't I C ~ Z Q W ~s i r ,  

Q =  A m i l i t a r y  photographer? 

A. I know we had a photographer t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  knsw 
where he came f r o m  or what he was t h e r e  for. _ I 

Q Yeu dsnPtr e c z l l  any h e l i c ~ ~ t e r sb r i z g i n g  these  
people i n ,  t h e  M i  m a n  a..d h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  and HAEBERLE? 

A. Again, s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y  t o  say yes ,  somebody brought 
them i n  and no, somebody d i d n ' t ,  no. A l l  I know is they were 
t h e r e ,  and l i k e  I say--

Q [ I n t e i - o s i n g )  The only h e l i c o p t e r  you remember 
having anything t o  d ~ - -
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was f o r  supply t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Do you remember when C Company l i n k e d  up wi th  you? 

A .  Vaguely, y e s ,  sir. We were s e a r c h i n g  t h e  h u t ,  I 
t h i n k .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  you thought  some o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
back t h e r e ,  some o f  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  which HUFFMAN was guarding 
came i n  w i t h  C Company. 

A.  I b e l i e v e  some o f  them must have,  because  a l l  I know is  
t h a t  when n i g h t  came w e  had q u i t e  a few t o  guard.  

Q . Why was B Company guard ing  C Company's d e t a i n e e s ?  Do 
you r e c a l l  i f  C Company came i n  w i t h  a number o f  ARVN personne l?  '. 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  any ARVN pe r sonne l  t h e r e  t h a t  
day o r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  no, sir. 

Q .Do you remember s e e i n g  any i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o r  M I  per-
sonne l  o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  two? 

A .  J u s t  t h e  two t h a t  were w i t h  us .  I d o n ' t  reme&er 
h i s  name, b u t .  ... 
Q. Do you recall  s e e i n g  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t h a t  day? 

A. J u s t  t h e y  took  t h e  o l d  man and i n t e r r o g a t e d  him. 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one you saw? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one I s a w .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on 
a t  a l l ?  

Not t o  my knowledge. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - Did you see any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  come i n  t h e r e ?  
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A.  The nex t  day. 

S k e  
 The next  day? 

A. That s when I s a w  them. They may have come i n  t h a t  
n igh t .  

Q e  
 But you d i d n ' t  s e e  them u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. Right. 
Q m  
 How many were t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  two of them. 

Q. When d i d  you s e e  them? 

A. They came and got  my p r i s o n e r s .  

2- They came and got  your  prisoileas t h e  n e x t  dzy? Did 
you t u r n  over  a l l  20 of those  p r i soners?  

A. They took them a l l .  They took them one a t  a time 
some p l a c e ,  and they come back and g o t  them. Then even tua l ly  
they were taken  o f f  my hands, s o  I f o r g o t  about them. 

Q o  You're s u r e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  17th?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because we guarded them a l l  n i g h t  long. 

Q e  
 From t h e  time you took those  p r i s o n e r s  o r  those  de- 
t a i n e e s  over  t o  guard on t h e  1 6 t h ,  those  people s t ayed  with 
you through t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q e  
 And you d i d n ' t  r e l e a s e  any of them t o  t h e  Nat ional  
Pol ice?  

A. None. A l l  n i g h t  long. The nex t  morning--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The n e x t  morning they  came over  
and took t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  one by one you say.  
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A.  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was one by one o r  whether 
t hey  took them as a group and moved a l i t t l e  ways, set  them 
down. They took them one by one t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, b u t  I 
c a n tt r e c o l l e c t  whether t hey  l e f t  them wi th  me  o r  my men o r  
they  took them t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  f i e l d  and guarded them, 
themselves.  

Q You d o n ' t  remember whether t hey  b rough t  them back 
o r  n o t  when they  w e r e  through ques t ion ing  them? 

A. W e l l ,  I--once they  s t a r t e d  l e a v i n g  I ,  you know, 
I d i d n ' t  have t o  guard them anymore. They w e r e  gone. Again, 
I was busy around t h e  a r e a  and I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n .  My 
job was done a s  f a r  a s  guarding them t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. So t h e  n e x t  morning, your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  disappeared.  

A. Right .  

Q So they  took them o f f  your hands? 

A. Right .  

Q They w e r e  a l l  t aken  o f f  your hands by t h e  Na t iona l  
Po l i ce?  

A. I don't kiiow i f  we--some GE them w e r e  s e n t  back, 
b u t  one of men o r  a couple  of my men may have been t o l d  t o  put 
them on a chopper. I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  any choppers i n  t h e r e .  

Q. So, a s  of some t i m e  t h e  n e x t  morning, you had no more 
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Right .  

Q= You had none a t  t h e  beginning  of t h e  1 7 t h .  

A. Before  w e  moved o u t  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  I d i d n ' t  have any 
p r i s o n e r s ,  no. 

Q. Did you h e a r ,  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  i n  t h e  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n ,  d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g  going on i n s i d e  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. Ins ide  i t ?  

Q I n s i d e  t h e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Mot t o  my knowledge, 

Q. How about ou t s ide?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some s h o t s  f i r e d .  But I d o n ' t  
know i f  they s h o t  a t  t h e  per imeter  o r  f i r e d  o u t  of  t h e  per imeter .  

a .  Now, t h i s  i s  an important  p o i n t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
ou t  i f  those  s h o t s  were f i r e d  i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  you 
may have heard.  

A. I d o n ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea .  A l l  I know i s  my 
foxhole was about 10 f e e t  from my p r i s o n e r s ,  and my squad guarded 
those  p r i soners  a l l  n i g h t  long. And we had j u s t  as  many when 
we s t a r t e d ,  we had t h a t  many t h e  next  morning. 

Q. Well, do you know i f  t h e r e  were any o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  
i n  t h e  area?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. I hope n o t .  

Q. You took t h e s e  p r i soners  over  r a t h e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
day, d i d n ' t  you? What time d i d  you t&e them over? 

A.  I don ' t know. W e  had some--well , aga in ,  I don 't 
know. Throughout t h e  day and t h a t  n i g h t , .  I counted them. 
I th ink  we had about 20 of them. 

Q- This  group up here  i n  P-18 t h a t  HUFFMAN is  guarding 
and t h e  group t h a t  ' s  i n  P-208 t h a t ' s  t i e d ,  s i t t i n g  down, you 
can 't r e l a t e  t h a t  group. 

A.  Rela te  a s  f a r  a s  what? 

Q- A s  f a r  a s  any members of t h a t  group being t h e  same. 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  them. I assume they  were a l l  
p a r t  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. Now, t h i s  photograph P-18. We don' t know what t ime 
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it was taken,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p i c t o r i a l  i n d i c a t i o n  we 
have t h a t  B Company had p r i soners .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  fix a 
time a s  when t h e  f i r s t  p r i s o n e r s  were c o l l e c t e d .  I t  must have 
come i n t o  you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The procedure,  s i r ,  t h e  normal procedure, 
and I ' m  s u r e  it w a s  followed t h i s  day, i s  when a platoon t a k e s  
p r i s o n e r s ,  they keep them wi th  them u n t i l  we bivouac t h a t  n i g h t ,  if 
we ' re  spread. They d o n ' t  send them back t o  maintain t h e s e  p r i s -
oners  back a t  t h e  CP unless  t h e y ' r e  going t o  be i n t e r r o g a t e d  
immediately. Now, I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  day. That is  how, i n  my 
mind, it seems. When we bivouacked, t h a t ' s  when a l l  t h e  p r i s -
oners  came i n  and when I was t o l d  t o  guard them. 

Q .  A s  you r e c a l l  see ing  a l l  t h e  photographs, do you 
s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  P-18, t h a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  back of 
t h e  photograph was t h e  pagoda tha t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This  is no t  t h e  pagoda, no. 

Q. What was t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  th i s - - I  c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
t h i s  was where we had our  command group during t h e  day, t h e  
course of t h e  day. Then we moved o u t  i n  here  t o  j o i n  with 
Char l i e  Company t o  bivouac t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Okay. 

A. I th ink .  A g a i n , . I  s a i d  it was one h u t  i n  a couple 
t r e e s ,  and t h a t ' s  how I remember it. 

Q = L e t  m e  summarize t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t .  Some-
time i n  t h e  morning, probably l a t e  morning, you began t o  g e t  
de ta inees ,  i n  which case  shown he re .  

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  l e a v e  t h e  time 
o f f .  Sometime dur ing  t h e  day of t h e  16th ,  you took d e t a i n e e s  
under c o n t r o l  f o r  Char l i e  Company. 

A. From what I can remember, we had no p r i s o n e r s  t o  
guard u n t i l  l a t e  af ternoon.  Because I remember dur ing  t h e  
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course  of t h e  day,  I searched a couple  of h u t s .  That a f te rnoon 
w e  moved from he re  and t h e r e  was another  h u t  down h e r e .  W e  
went ac ross  t h i s  open f i e l d ,  and when C h a r l i e  Company came up, 
w e  were i n  t h e  process  of going through t h i s  h u t .  Then we 
moved--our command group set  up i n  t h a t  pagoda-type t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  
when I had a l l  those  p r i s o n e r s .  Now, by t h e n ,  a g a i n ,  when w e  s t a r t  
ed  g e t t i n g  them, I d o n ' t  remember. A l l  I know is  I brought  i n  a 
supply h e l i c o p t e r ;  we a t e  chow; w e  had t h e  p r i s o n e r s  when we were 
e a t i n g  chow. W e  guarded them a l l  n i g h t  long ,  and t h e n  t h e  next  
morning t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  came and i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e , .  

But d i d  you have d e t a i n e e s  be fo re  C Company a r r i v e d ?  

I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q *  Can 't remember? 

A. I do t h i n k  some of them came from C Company, b u t  
I d o n ' t  know. 

9. You had p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  Late  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  you d i d  n o t  t u r n  any over  t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  

A. Not t h a t  day,  no. 

Q Did anyth ing  unusual occur  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A, No, sir. I t  was p r e t t y  q u i e t .  

MR WALSH: Did you observe any c a p t a i n ,  American c a p t a i n ,  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. I n  t h e  what? 

Q. In  t h e  bivouac a r e a  of  C Company dur ing  t h e  evening 
of t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. gain, my sphere  of i n -
f luence  is  r a t h e r  sma l l ;  and when I ' v e  g o t  t h a t  many p r i s o n e r s  
I ' m  more concerned,  you know, about--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you know Lieu tenan t  JOHNSON wi th  
t h e  M I  detachment? 
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Q - Wow do you know they rece ived  f i r e ?  

A .  Because I can remember someone saying  t h a t  they 
.received s n i p e r  f i r e  when we f i r s t  l e f t .  I know t h a t  they 
v e r e  f i r i n g  during t h e  day over  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q That was t h e  r e p o r t  rece ived  from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. 1 be l i eve  so. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  a s  they were 
c ross ing  t h e  br idge  t h e r e .  

Q So what you know is  t h a t  they repor ted  t h a t  they
had received s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. I do know t h e r e  was f i r i n g  going on over  t h e r e .  

LTC NOLL: When a  platoon i s  s e p a r a t e d ,  such as  t h e  1st  
Platoon,  i s  it normal t h a t  they submit s t a t u s  r e p o r t s  
a t  pe r iod ic  i n t e r v a l s ?  

A. v&eatr. sir. 

Q e  Do you know who would have been r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  
s t a t u s  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Well, normally it would have probably been 
Captain MICHLES o r  CCNGLETON. 

& Did you hear  any t ransmiss ions  between t h e  company 
and b a t t a l i o n  headquarters  o r  Task Force Barker headquarters  
during t h e  day? 

A .  No. I have t o  say no because t h e r e  a r e  s o  many 
t ransmiss ions  going on during t h e  day, and, of course ,  a t  t h e  
time you d o n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them. I t ' s  j u s t  p a r t  
of t h e  day ' s  work over t h e r e .  It  goes over  your head. 
You d o n ' t  l i s t e n .  

Q. When Lieutenant  C O C H W I  s tepped on t h a t  mine, you
s a i d  t h e  o rde r  was everybody would f r e e z e .  

A .  The 2d Platoon,  now. Not t h e  3d Pla toon,  b u t  t h e  
2d Platoon. 
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Q That  was my ques t ion .  This  o r d e r  d i d n ' t  apply 
t o  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Not t o  t h e  whole company, no, 
j u s t  t o  t h e  p la toon t h a t  was in--see,  we knew t h a t  t h i s  
area--we 'd been t h e r e  be fo re ,  and we--this one area--this--
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i s  j u s t  covered with mines. 

Q- J u s t  what d i d  t h e s e  two p la toons  accomplish?
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  2d and 3d Platoons.  

A. On t h a t  day? 

Q On t h a t  day. 

A. The 2d Platoon d i d n ' t  accomplish t o o  much. I 
know t h i s  because they  c a l l e d  them back o u t  of t h e  sweep 
t h a t  they were supposed t o  make. They had j u s t  gone a 
l i t t l e  ways and Captain MICHLES c a l l e d  them back. I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  reason.  I do know t h e r e  was only one--the 
only NCO l e f t  i n  t h e  2d Platoon was a se rgean t  E-5. With 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN be ing  dead and a bad s i t u a t i o n ,  I 
know Captain MICHLES was kind of worr ied about going any 
f u r t h e r  because LOVE was a l l  shook up. 

Q What d i d  t h e  3d Platoon do? 

A. The 3d P la toan ,  as f a r  a s  I know, s i r ,  kept  on 
with whatever t h e i r  mission was. They d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  I don I t 

be l ieve .  

Q- They searched one buil .ding? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

MR WALSH: Do you remember hea r ing  any t ransmiss ions  dur ing  
t h e  day i n q u i r i n g  of  Captain MICHLES i f  any of t h e  body counts  
had been repor ted  by t h e  1st  Platoon included women and 
ch i ld ren?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a body count, I t h i n k  one w a s  
taken. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  and I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  f i g u r e  . 
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Q e  You d o n ' t  remember any i n q u i r e s  a f t e r  t h e  body 
count  w a s  r e p o r t e d  coming from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a sk ing  f o r  
a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  a s  t o  whether any women and c h i l d r e n  
w e r e - -

A. (Interposing) Not t o  my knowledge. They were 
s e p a r a t e d  from u s ,  and I ' m  from now on j u s t  assuming t h a t  
Capta in  MICHLES and L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM t a l k e d  ove r  t h e  
phone. I had heard  no t r ansmis s ion  and know of no i n q u i r y .  
I do know t h a t  Major HOPE came o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I t h i n k  it 
w a s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I t h i n k  he  was t h e  S3. 

COL WILSON : CALHOUN? 

A. CALHOUN. Major HOPE was i n  t h e  4 / 3 .  

MR WALSH: What t i m e  of  day d i d  Major CALHOUM--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s  l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  

Q Late a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  j u s t  around t h e  t i m e  my supply  came i n .  

Q- About t h e  t ime you g o t  your  s u p p l i e s ?  

A. T ---
A ~ ~ s i ' trz-meirher xhether he cazz in on t h e  supply 

chopper o r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  s u p p l i e s .  

Q Bow long  was h e  t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, 10 o r  15 minutes ,  I guess ,  n o t  ve ry  long .  

Q Who d i d  h e  t a l k  t o ?  

A.  H e  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MICHLES, and I t h i n k  he 
t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q 9 Were you a b l e  t o  h e a r  t h e  conve r sa t ion?  

A .  No. H e  was i n  t h e  pagoda. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  
I d i d  h e a r  w a s  t ha t - - a  guy walked by.  I hea rd  him say  something 
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about ,  I' I want you t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  o u t  on 
t h e  p e n i n s u l a  tomorrow, " a s  I was pas s ing .  The on ly  reason  
I remember it i s  because ,  a g a i n ,  any t ime you move around i n  
t h a t  a r e a  y o u ' r e  opening y o u r s e l f  r i g h t  up t o  g e t ,  you know, 
t o  l o s e  a f e w  peop le .  

Q =  Do you remember s e e i n g  any o t h e r  people  from t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e  day? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q How about  Colonel  HENDERSON? D i d  you know Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade commander, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember s e e i n g  him. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  h i s  chopper overhead a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  even know i f  he was i n  
t h e  a r ea .  

Q Do you remember ove rhea r ing  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  i n -
vo lv ing  C h a r l i e  Company r e t u r n i n g  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  and making a 
body count  l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. ( I n a u d i b l e )  No, sir.  

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t .  On t h e  morning of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  
company began moving o v e r  toward t h e  s e a  and coming down 
t h e  t r a i l ,  and I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what your  l o c a t i o n  
was, t h e  o r d e r  o f  march. 

A. I w a s  w i t h  t h e  command group. W e  w e r e  fo l lowing  
the--I t h i n k  it w a s  3d command group,  2d.  

Q. The 3d P la toon  w a s  t h e  l e a d  p l a toon .  

A. I t h i n k  so .  I can ' t - -

Q *  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The commander was behind t h e  l e a d  
p l a toon?  

A.  H e  w a s  beh ind  t h e  l e a d  p l a toon .  
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Q. And then  one o f  t h e  other--was t h e  rest  o f  mor ta r  
p l a toon  fo l lowing  t h e  command p l a toon?  

A. I t  w a s  fo l lowing  t h e  command group,  y e s .  

n u Then t h e  l a s t  r i f l e  p la toon  ~ o u l dbe, in t h a t  
case, t h e  2d Pla toon?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  Again--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was some a c t i o n  down t h e r e  
a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  How c l o s e  were you t o  t h a t  a c t i o n ?  Did you 
see what was go ing  on? 

A.  No, sir.  I can remember w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  p a t h  
t h a t ' s  g o t  hedgerows on bo th  s i d e s ,  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  
w a s  some f i r i n g .  We j u s t  s topped  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and Capta in  
MICHLES c a l l e d  up t h e  1st  P la toon .  But t h e  conve r sa t ion  I 
d i d n ' t  h e a r ;  o r  what w a s  going on ,  I didn ' t  hea r .  

Q 0 Do yan r e c a l l  hav ing  a  couple  of e n g i n e e r  dem-
o l i t i o n s  people  w i t h  t h e  command group? 

A. On t h a t  p a r t i c u i a r  day,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  We had 
occas ion  where we had d e m o l i t i o n i s t s  w i th  us .  I don 't re-
member i f  t h e r e  were some wi th  us o r  n o t .  

Q D o  yo^ r e c a l l  any of t h o s e  people  be ing  c a l l e d  
forward? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  comes back t o  m e  i s  b e f o r e  
w e  c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  t hey  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e y ' d  mark mines 
w i th  some Kleenex o r  some t i n  f o i l  o r  something and t o  watch 
o u t  f o r  them and n o t  t o  s t e p  on t h e  mines. Now, whether 
it w a s  ou r  men, I d o n ' t  know. I do remember t h a t  t hey  found 
o r  thought  t hey  found some mines a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and they 'd  marked them and t o l d  us t o  watch o u t  f o r  them. 

Q Do you remember GUTHRIE? 

A. GUTHRIE w a s  a member of o u r  p l a t o o n ,  o r  o u r  company, 

Q Y e s .  H e  was supposedly an EOD man. Do you remember 
him be ing  c a l l e d  forward t h a t  morning? 
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A. S i r ,  GUTHRIE,  I t h i n k  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  same 
person t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  w a s  a member o f  t h e  3d 
Pla toon .  H e  w a s  a member of  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toon .  To my 
knowledge, h e  had no t r a i n i n g  a s  a demol i t ion  e x p e r t .  

Q The long ,  t a l l  f e l l ow from New Mexico? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having a couple  o f  demol i t i ons  
people  w i t h  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall  it, b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t o  s a y  they  
weren 't t h e r e .  

Q- How long  d i d  t h i s  f i r i n g  l a s t ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Not ve ry  long ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  Again, I 
don ' t  know. 

Q. Did you see some gunships  come i n ?  

A .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  t h e  second day,  I don ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  the h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  evacua ted  
TAYLOR? 

A. When TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  We w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  area 
when TAYLOR g o t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  

Q Had t h e  company s t a r t e d  moving when TAYLOR g o t  h i s  
f o o t  blown o f f ,  o r  can you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I don ' t - - t he  t h i n g  t h a t  comes t o  my mind, s i r ,  i s  
I t h i n k  Capta in  MICHLES c a l l e d  t h e  1st Pla toon  and t o l d  them 
t o  move up and s e c u r e  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h a t  w e  were go ing  t o  move 
o u t .  I t h i n k  w e  were s t i l l  s t a t i o n a r y  when TAYLOR--as t hey  
moved up t o  s e c u r e  t h e  b r i d g e ,  TAYLOR s t epped  on t h e  mine. 
Again, I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  s t a t i o n a r y ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q What do you mean by stationary? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we had s t a r t e d  t o  move o u t  o f  the 
a r e a  y e t ,  o r  w e  w e r e  s a d d l i n g  up g e t t i n g  ready t o  move, b u t  
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I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we 'd  s t a r t e d  y e t .  I t h i n k  Capta in  MICHLES--in 
my mind, I t h i n k  Captain MICHLES w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  1st P la toon  
t o  s e c u r e  t h e  b r i d g e  b e f o r e  w e  moved, b u t  I don ' t - -aga in ,  
I s m n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q 0 You mean b e f o r e  t h e  CP moved o u t ?  Could one o f  t h e  
p l a toons  have moved o u t ?  

A .  The l e a d  p l a toon  may have been up and s t a r t i n g  t o  
move o u t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q What happened when you moved up t o  t h e  b r idge?  W a s  
t h e r e  any problem c r o s s i n g ?  

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q Any problems f o r  t h e  3d P la toon  t o  c r o s s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. How l o n g  d i d  t h e  3d P la toon  s i t  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  
t h e  b r i d g e  t o  be  secured  a f t e r  TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  

A. When w e  s topped  t h a t  once,  w e  only  wa i t ed  about 
5 o r  6 minutes b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g .  

9. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  T h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A. 1 t h i n k  so .  

Q* When you c ros sed  o v e r  t h a t  day,  where d i d  t h e  CP go? 

A. Well ,  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  w e  moved and went i n t o  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  stream. Again, i n  t h i s  t i m e  
span ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was t h a t  day,  b u t  I t h i n k  a chopper 
came i n  w i th  a new L i e u t e n a n t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS, and he  i m -
media te ly  went ove r  t o  t a k e  ove r  t h e  2d P la toon .  I t  was t h e  
2d P la toon .  I t h i n k  it moved over  on to  t h e  beach and was 
g e t t i n g  ready t o  sweep up t o  t h e  f a r  end of  t h a t  pen insu la ,  
and they  were sweeping up t h e  beach.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  w a s  
t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  i t  was i n  t h a t  t ime span ,  sometime i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Who was wi th  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. L i e u t e n a n t  MUNDY. 

Q Lieu tenan t  MUNDY, and how about--was anybody else 
w i t h  them? 

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q Do you recal l  a photographer  be ing  wi th  them? 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q With a MACV pa t ch  on ,  camera around h i s  neck? 

A. I d o n ' t  recal l  him. 

Q You don ' t ?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  i s  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS coming 
up and saying--Lieutenant  MUNDY i n t roduced  him t o  Capta in  MICHLES, 
and Capta in  MICHLES s a i d ,  " H i ,  your  p l a toon  i s  o v e r  a t  t h e  beach. 
Go p i c k  it up." I remember poor  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS k i n d  o f  had a 
blank look on h i s  f a c e .  

Q What about  resupply?  Did any s u p p l i e s  come i n  w i t h  
t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  water came i n  wi th  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q I that  about  de ino l i t ions?  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l  s e e i n g  any. They may have come i n .  
Again, CONGLETON and I--I remember t a k i n g  t h e  w a t e r  because 
w e  d i d n ' t  have any, and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  organized  s o  t h e  guys 
could come by and g e t  t h e i r  wa te r  and g e t  back o u t  i n t o  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n s  as qu ick  as p o s s i b l e .  

Q How about  muni t ions?  

A. I f  t h e r e  w e r e  muni t ions ,  t h e n  CONGLETON would have 
taken  them and d i s t r i b u t e d  them t o  t h e  p l a t o o n s .  I d o n ' t  re-
member s e e i n g  any. There might have been some come i n ,  

Q When you moved i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I t  landed ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  sand on 
t h e  beach. 

Q. On t h e  beach? 

A. Well, it was a d i r t  road. 

Q Was i t  on t h a t  h i l l  t h a t  sepa ra ted  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There ' s  a h i l l  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  
beach and t h e  water  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and it landed j u s t  i n s i d e  
t h a t  h i l l ,  n o t  h i l l ,  bu t  dune o r  mound of sand. 

9 Did you g e t  a chance t o  look around t h i s  v i l l a g e  
much? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  A s  soon a s  Lieutenant  LEWIS go t  
i n  and everybody got  t h e i r  water ,  we moved ou t  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
and t o  t h e  next  one. The command group now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  
Then we s t ayed  t h e r e  when--for probably an hour o r  s o .  I th ink  
one of t h e  p la toons  was searching  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and another  one 
was searching  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we were i n .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  any bodies  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Did I see  any bodies? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did t h e r e  appear t o  be ex tens ive  bunkers demoli t ions 
t h e r e ?  

A. There was a l o t  of bunkers. The p lace  was t o r e  up, 
yes.  

Q * .  I n  your opinion,  judging from t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  , was 
it a r e s u l t  of t h e  previous d a y ' s  ope ra t ion  o r  t h a t  day ' s  oper-
a t i o n  o r  something t h a t  happened i n  t h e  p a s t ?  
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A. I t ' s  a r e s u l t  o f  probably many, many o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h a t  area. Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e .  

Q What about  f r e s h  d e s t r u c t i o n  such as bunkers ,  dem-
o l i t i o n  t y p e s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ?  

A .  . W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  pay t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n .  The 
p l a c e  was i n  p r e t t y  bad shape.  It was p r e t t y  w e l l  d e s t royed .  The 
bunkers w e r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  I mean, t hey  w e r e n ' t  blown a p a r t .  

Q They were i n t a c t ?  

A. Most o f  them, as I r e c o l l e c t .  I d o n ' t  want t o  s a y  
they  were a l l ;  maybe they  w e r e n ' t .  

MR WALSH: Did you have a chance t o  t a l k  t o  anybody from t h e  
1st  Pla toon when you were up t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you h e a r  any th ing  about t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  
f i r s t  day? I 
A.  The on ly  t h i n g  that--from t h e  f i r s t  day? NO,  s ir .  
J u s t  b e f o r e  w e  moved t o  t he - -1s t  P la toon ,  who was i n  t h a t  area--
we moved through them.. When w e  walked by L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM 
and h i s  RTO, Capta in  MICHLES s a i d  something l i k e ,  "Hi" o r ,  "How 
are you?" o r  something,  and h i s  RTO was s a y i n g  something about  
5 minutes b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e r e  someone had thrown a grenade t h a t  
bounced o f f  a tree and d i d n ' t  go o f f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  r eco l l ec t ion  
of any th ing  t h a t  I have when w e  moved down through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and s e t  t h e  CP up i n  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e .  

I -lql 

Q Did t h e  1s t  P la toon  then  move on p a s t  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h e  1st  P la toon  s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
and searched  t h e  v i l l a g e  wh i l e  w e  were i n  ano the r  v i l l a g e .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  3d P la toon  was s e a r c h i n g  ano the r  v i l l a g e  and t h e  2d 
Pla toon w a s  o u t  on t h e  beach c l e a r i n g  t h e  beach.  Now, I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e  which p l a t o o n  s t a y e d  and which p l a toon  l e f t .  

Q You're c o r r e c t  abou t h a t .  The 1st P la toon  s t ayed .  
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The 3d went down south.  

A. The 2d Platoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  went with them. There 
w a s  two p la toons  t h a t  moved and one platoon s tayed.  

& Do you remember see ing  a small  v i l l a g e  about a f t e r  
you got  ac ross  t h e  br idge? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was t h e  one t h a t  was p r e t t y  we l l  des-
t royed.  Then on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  I d o n ' t  remember how f a r  it was, 
t h e r e  was one t h a t  was a l o t  of hootches,  nobody t h e r e ,  bu t  
t h e r e  was a l o t  of hootches.  

Q. No, I mean r i g h t  a f t e r  you came across  t h e  b r idge ,
wi th in  a couple hundred meters of t h e  br idge .  

A .  Yeah, t h a t t  s t h e  one that--yeah, t h e r e  I s  one t h e r e .  

Q And t h a t ' s  t h e  one, then ,  t h a t  had been burned t h e  
day before? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it had been burned o r  n o t ,  bu t  
t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  was destroyed. When we moved through it, 
t h e r e  wasn ' t  much l e f t  s tanding .  I guess some of t h e  h u t s  had 
been burned, 

Q Cid yau s s e  zny bodiss xhefi you i+znt through i t 3  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Were you aware t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon had repor ted
k i l l i n g  38 VC t h e  day before? 

A. Again, I s a i d  I know t h e r e  was a body count.  I 
don 't know how many o r  what. 

Q* Did you i n q u i r e  of  anybody a s  t o  where t h e  bodies 
were? 

A. No, sir.  That was i r r e l e v a n t  t o  me. The e l i x i r  
k ind  of l eaves  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  couple of opera t ions .  

Q a Did you hea r  any specu la t ion  among people t h a t  t h e  
body count might have no t  been accura te?  

(MARSHALL) 47 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T326 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. No, sir .  From my experience i n  Vietnam, t h e  body 
count i s  k ind  o f  a poor way t o  l a b e l  ope ra t ions .  

9 I d o n ' t  understand what you mean by t h a t .  

A. Well, from my observat ions ,  whenever we saw a 
body count,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  many bodies .  I ' m  probably no t  
t h e  only one i n  Vietnam. We d i d  it by h i t  and by m i s s .  The 
platoon l e a d e r s - - i t ' s  n o t  l i k e  going ou t  and counting them 
i n d i v i d u a l l y .  The p la toon l e a d e r s  had t o  p iece  t o g e t h e r  what 
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  t e l l  him, and t h a t ' s  where h e ' d  g e t  t h e  body 
count from, and it was many times e i t h e r  exaggerated or--

COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  The company moved ou t  south .  A s  
we understand t h e  formation, it was t h e  2d Platoon on t h e  l e f t  
and t h e  1st Platoon on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  3d Platoon s t ayed  t h e r e  
by t h e  br idge .  You got  t h a t ?  Now, a l s o ,  I understand, o r  w e  
were t o l d ,  t h a t  t h e  mortar  platoon s tayed t h e r e  with t h e  3d Pla-
toon i n i t i a l l y  while  t h e  company moved ou t .  I don t t know whether 
you reca l l - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  That could be. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
Sergeant VANN wi th  us again.  Even though I had t h e  MOS, I never 
s t ayed  wi th  t h e  mortar  platoon.  I always moved wi th  t h e  CP group. 

Q .  Now, as you moved south ,  I be l i eve  you moved behind 
the--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  E'irst Platoon.  

Q F i r s t  P la toon,  which was on t h e  r i g h t .  Did t h e r e  
appear t o  be a l o t  of burning? How many v i l l a g e s  d i d  you burn 
as  you moved south?  

A. Well, moving south ,  we burned every v i l l a g e  w e  came 
i n t o  a f t e r  we searched them. 

Q L e t t s  look a t  Exh ib i t  MAP-4 he re .  We're t a l k i n g  about 
your movement he re  t o  t h e  south .  The f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  shown 
on here  i s  My Khe ( 4 ) ,  which i s  near  t h e  b r idge ,  and Co Lay (1), 
Co Lay (2), Co Lay i3)  . Now, which oiie are you t a l k i n g  about,  MY 
Khe ( 4 ) ?  

A. This one was p r e t t y  we l l  gone. This one was s t i l l  
s tanding.  
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Q 0 60 Lay (1). 

A. W e  s e t  up o u r  CP h e r e  and sea rched  it .  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  w e  had chow o r  n o t .  A s  we moved o u t ,  one squad 
from t h e  1st P la toon ,  t hey  burned t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Co Lay ( I ) ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q 0 By t h e  1st P la toon .  A l l  r i g h t .  Now, what about  
Co Lay ( 2 ) ?  

A. The same t h i n g .  W e  s topped ,  s e t  upp and then  t h e y  
searched  it. They burned it. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  burned i t  
a l l ,  b u t  t hey  burned some of it. 

Q- What about  Co Lay ( 3 ) ?  

A. That  w a s  burned,  too .  

Q* Mowp w e r e  t h e r e  many people  around t h e s e  v i l l a g e s
t h a t  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was one ., 

Q They had been d e s e r t e d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q 0 Had they  been l i v e d  i n  r e c e n t l y ?  

A. -From my obse rva t ion ,  I would say  s o ,  y e s .  

Q • So t h e s e  people  had j u s t  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  I guess so .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I assumed they  
l e f t  y e s t e r d a y  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  began. 

Q W e  have a couple  o f  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  on 
the log .  A t  1000 t h a t  morning, t h e r e  w a s  a d i scove ry  of s i x  
booby t r a p s  o r  mines. This  cou ld  have been a t  t h e  b r i d g e  a r e a .  

A. No, I--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  was t h i s  a t  ano the r  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  were--I th ink--again ,  i t ' s  k i n d ' o f  a 
b l u r r ,  b u t  one day t h e r e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  mines were t r i p p e d .  I 
guess t hey  w e r e  mor ta rs  and they  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  Now, I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same day o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were t h e  
M-60 mor ta r  rounds o r  something t h a t  were duds and had been 
re-hooked up o r  something.  I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t ,  sir. 

Q Do you know which p l a toon  d i d  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  one t h a t  comes t o  my mind i s  TAYLOR, b u t  
I know it c o u l d n ' t  have been him. 

Q Now, t h e r e  was one a t  1320 t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  t h a t  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  2d P la toon  engaged two V C ' s  and VC K I A .  

A.  I can  remember t h a t  r e p o r t  coming, y e s .  

Q That  w a s  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A. R igh t ,  on t h e  beach. 

Q *  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS had jo ined  them by t h a t  t i m e .  

A. Y e s .  

Did you h e a r  any mdre about  t h a t  a c t i v i t y ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  I can remember t h e  c a l l  coming i n .  

Q Do you recall  t h a t  day i n t e r r o g a t o r s  coming 
i n  and j o i n i n g  t h e  company, o r  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number of  ARVN 
i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any ARVN. 

Q You d o n ' t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - How about  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON w a s  t h e r e  or  
not.  
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Q- Well, it could have been somebody e l s e .  He could 
have had only an i n t e r p r e t e r  working with t h e  company commander. 

A. I don' t--yes, t h a t  could be.  He had q u i t e  a few 
of those.  1 d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q- Do you recognize i f  t h e r e  i s  anything f a m i l i a r  about 
P-210? 

A. N o ,  I don' t  r e c o l l e c t  even t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I 
dontt remember see ing  any c i v i l i a n s  a t  a l l .  

Q. W e  have testimony t h a t  t h e r e  were some ARVN with 
B Company t h a t  day and t h a t  t h e  ARVN had a Vietnamese woman 
t h a t  they used t o  cook f o r  them. 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  h e r  i f  they d id .  

Q =  This  allegedly--P-210 was t h e  cook. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e m e d e r  see ing  
anyone t h a t  day except  f o r  our company. 

8 YQU d o n ' t  remember see ing  a photographer go i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e m e h e r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  P-211? 

A. That i s  a t  t h e  end of t h a t .  

Q. That i s  a l l  t h e  way t o  seven p o i n t s  t h a t  you 
moved t h a t  day, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  

A.  We didn I t - - I  don ' t t h i n k  we destroyed t h i s .  I 
dontt th ink  we burned it. Maybe we d i d .  I don ' t  remember. 

Q What i s  t h a t ?  

A .  The v i l l a g e  on t h e  end of t h a t ?  
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Q. Yes. This  i s  t h e  extreme southern p o i n t .  Now, 
back t o  the  MAP-4. Is t h a t  a photograph of Co Lay ( 3 ) - -

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  No, I be l i eve  i t ' s  r i g h t  down i n  
he re ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q - Right down i n  t h e  t i p .  

A.  Right.  The v i l l a g e  r i g h t  up i n  he re ,  I remember 
w e  burned. 

Q. Co Lay ( 3 ) .  

A. But t h i s  one down i n  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I 
don t remember. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we burned t h i s .  

Q This  i s  on t h e  extreme southern end. When 
you went down t h e r e ,  do you remember Colonel BARKER o r  Major 
CALHOUN coming i n  while  you w e r e  down t h e r e ?  

,A I don ' t  remember it, s ir ,  i f  they d i d .  I d o n ' t  
remember r ece iv ing  a chopper; 

Q You don't remember a chopper coming i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it, no. 

Q. You turned  around and went back t o  your l aager
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  W e  understand t h a t  a t  t h a t  time t h e  
mortar platoon d i sp laced  and moved i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea .  

A. I b e l i e v e  they d i d ,  sir. Again, I d o n ' t  know. I 
took i n  supp l i e s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I know, and I s e t  up a chow l i n e ,  
and t h a t ' s  about the--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  What type  of supp l i e s  came i n ?  

A .  We had hot  chow t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. And what e l s e ?  

A. W e  had a r a t i o n  of bee r  and Coke, I th ink .  

Q G e t  anything i n  t h e  l i n e  of munitions? Demolitions? 
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A .  Probably d id .  W e  usua l ly  got--we used t o  o rde r  i t ,  
you know, t o  come out  w i t h  our chow, 

(2 Who came out  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  anybody t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A.  N Q ~t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  J u s t  t h e  supply chopper. 

Q It  wasnt*t a C&C sh ip?  

A .  I donl ' t  be l i eve  so .  

Q None of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  personnel ,  o f f i c e r  and s o  
f o r t h  on t h e r e ?  

A. I never seen th.em on t h e r e .  

Q Did you send t h e  chopper o u t  t o  t h e  3d Platoon o u t  
t h e r e  - f o r  any purpose? 

A.  I d o n E t  remember i f  they took chow on o u t  t o  them 
o r  whether t h e  3d Platoon came on back and got  it. I guess 
maybe they s e n t  it on up t o  th.em. I d i d n ' t  send it up. Captain 
MICHLES o r  somebody e l s e  would have t o l d  them t o  do it. He 
wou1d"e ordered it. 

Q o Did you have any de ta inees  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  guard?
That day? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. Like I s a i d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
day I d o n ' t  remember seeing one c i v i l i a n .  

Q Did anything unusual happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

No. I t h i n k  t h a t  n i g h t  a l s o  was p r e t t y  q u i e t .  

Q. Are you su re?  

MR WALSH; You d i d n ' t  hear  any d iscuss ion  among anybody with 
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  1st  P la toon ' s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. YouFre kind of i s o l a t e d  when you're  with 
t h e  command group because they s e t  up i n  away from t h e  p la toons ,  
usua l ly  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  per imeter .  So, dur ing  t h e  course 
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of t h e  day I had no conversat ions with any members of t h e  
1st  Platoon. I t  was al l - - the only conversat ions I had were 
wi th  t h e  command group, and, of course ,  they--I was with them 
a l l  t h e  t ime,  s o  I knew what they were doing. I t a l k e d  t o  
no one from t h e  1st  Platoon f o r  anything b u t  going t o  t h e  
1st  Platoon se rgean t  and t e l l i n g  him t o  come pick up h i s  ra-
t i o n s  and g e t  him a chopper squared away. 

Q DO you know FERNANDEZ? 

A. I know h i s  name. I d i d n ' t  know him personal ly .  
He was t h e  RTO, I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

COL WILSON: The next  morning you began a march back up t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  back up t o  t h i s  group of v i l l a g e s  up t h e r e  on t h e  
extreme n o r t h ,  and picked up t h e  Platoon.  Allegedly i n  
t h a t  v i c i n i t y  where you picked t h a t  p la toon up, t h e r e  was 
supposed t o  have been a r i c e  cache found. Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q- &out 3,000 pounds. 

A .  The only reason I can r e c a l l  i t ,  I think MAHR 
l a s t  n i g h t  s a i d  something about a r i c e  cache. 

Q You kep t  on moving n o r t h ,  and a s  f a r  as  we know, 
it was an uneventful  march. There was nothing i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
happened. You moved up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  up t h e r e  on t h e  nor th .  
There was a t  one t ime,  and I ' m  going t o  have t o  go back t o  
t e l l  you. I want t o  f i n d  out  i f  you r e c a l l  anything concern-
i n g  a Navy s h i p  f i r i n g  about 2035 o r  2230 t h a t  n i g h t ?  It  
f i r e d  some white  phos2horous and HE munitions i n  your p o s i t i o n .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. One n i g h t  we had a s w i f t  boat  
do some f i r i n g ,  b u t  I th ink  it w a s  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t  we go t  h i t .  
Again, I don 9 remember. 

Q Ali r i g h t .  You moved on up here. There was a 
r e p o r t  came back t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of people repor ted  
about 1135 t h a t  had been gathered up i n  t h i s  a r e a  up here and 
a MEDCAP was going t o  come i n  and g e t  them. The MEDCAP came -in.  
A s  I understand, we were t o l d  t h a t  two platoon moved o u t  i n  
search  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  Do you know which p la toons  they  were? 
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A.  I b e l i e v e  one of  them was--I t h i n k  it was t h e  1st 
, and t h e  3d. I t h i n k  t h e  2d Pla toon  s t a y e d  back. Again, t h e  

numbers escape me. Two p l a toon  moved up and searched  t h e  v i l -
l a g e s  and brought  back any such s t u f f  they  found. 

, Q. Did they S r i n g  Sack s u s p e c t s ,  o r  d i d  they send 
, t h e s e  people  back i n  t h e  MEDCAPs? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a whole volume of  people  t h e r e .  
But when they  came back,  they  d i d  b r i n g  back some young Viet-
namese men wi th  them. Of cou r se ,  they had q u i t e  a fo l lowing  of 
them. I can remember q u i t e  a fo l lowing  behind them. I d o n ' t  

. remember whether  it was because they had t h e  junk man o r  
whether it w a s  coming down from t h e  MEDCAP. The MEDCAP w a s  
t h e r e  a l l  day,  I t h i n k .  

, .  Q- D o  you remember t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
' coming i n  t h a t  day and t a k i n g  t h e s e  people  o f f ?  

A. There w e r e  some t h e r e ,  ye s .  They w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  
me, 

Q. Did you see any ARVN pe r sonne l  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. Not ' t o  my knowledge. 

8 .  How many i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. J u s t  guess ing ,  I would say  t h e  two. I don' t know 
f o r  s u r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A.  There w a s  one m a l e  we had,  and I don1t remember where 
we  g o t  him from, t h a t  was i n t e r r o g a t e d  wh i l e  t h e  MEDCAP w a s  
going on. 

Q. Who w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him? 

A. . I b e l i e v e  Captain  MICHLES and I guess  h i s - - t h a t ' s  
r i g h t - - t h a t  day Captain  MICHLES had an ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him. 
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Q* Captain MICHLES was i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A. Right.  

Q Anything unusual about t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  I dont t know. 

Q- You d o n k t  know? 

A. I was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  i n t e r -
rogat ion .  

Q *  How long d i d  he i n t e r r o g a t e  him? Do you know? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  pu t  a time on it because I was t r y i n g  t o  
h e l p  t h e  people t h a t  were o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  MEDCAP. My men had 
t h e  job of t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e s e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  n o t  le t -
t i n g  them wander o f f .  

Q W e l l ,  e x a c t l y  what was your funct ion  t h a t  day? Were 
you s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP , o r  were you on another  job? 

A .  Well, we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The CP was s e t  up i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  My men--we had t h e  people i n  one h a l f  of t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  a l l  bunched i n  t o g e t h e r ,  and I had my men jilst walking 
around t h e s e  people,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  keep them from going every 
which d i x e c t i c n .  I S e l i e v e  t h e  platoon t h a t  sta:7ed with us ~ 7 2 s  
again ( inaud ib le )  . 
Q Who w a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e s e  people i n t o  feeding them 
t o  the  medics? 

A .  Well, they  would be one h a l f  a - ~ da s  the  medics vszted 
them. The medics themselves I guess moved through and 
picked o u t  t h e  ones they wanted t o  g ive  a i d  t o .  W e  were 
pass ing  o u t  candy and t h a t  o t h e r  s t u f f ,  from some boxes we had 
of candy. 

Q . Who was, t h e  mediz or you? 

A .  Myself; I b e l i e v e  my men had some. Anybody who w a s  
t h e r e  t o  h e l p  t o  pass  o u t  t h e  s t u f f .  
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Q e  How about  you h e l p i n g  t h e  medics,  o r  w a s  t h i s  p a r t
of t h e  medical  program? 

A. W e l l ,  this--when they  came i n ,  t hey  came i n  w i t h  
t h e i r  medicai  s u p p i i e s ,  b u t  they  a l s o  brought  some candy and 
s t u f f  f o r  t h e  k i d s ,  soap.  The medics--the d o c t o r  t h a t  was 
t h e r e  w a s ,  t o  my knowledge, w a s  showing t h e  women how t o  t a k e  
care of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  us ing  t h i s  s t u f f  t h a t  h e  had. He had 
some cream t h e r e .  J u s t  a normal MEDCAP, a l though  I d o n ' t  know 
r e a l l y  what t h e  SOP i s  f o r  it. 

Q A t  1230  t h e r e  w a s  a r e p o r t  t h e  t h r e e  VC s u s p e c t s  
were picked up. Do you t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  same one t h a t  
t hey  brought  i n  l a t e r ?  D 

A. I imagine t h a t  t h e  one they  p icked  up was t h e  one 
w e  had e a r l i e r  because t h e  ones t h a t  the o t h e r  p l a toon  picked 
up on t h e i r  sweep a c r o s s  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  I had t h a t  n i g h t  t o  
guard,  t h a t  was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of t h e r e .  

Q P-215. Which one w a s  t h i s ?  Do you know? 

A. That w a s  t h e  e a r l i e r  one. 

Q That  w a s  t h e  e a r l i e r  one. 

A .  The f i r s t  one. 

Q s  Who p icked  him up? 

A.  I don" know i f  we picked him up o r  w e  k e p t  him 
w i t h  us .  This  i s  t h e  one t h a t  Capta in  MICHLES and h i s  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g . ,  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  one we had t h a t  
day. 

Q - But you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  see him i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  b u t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  one? 

A.  T h a t fs t h e  one. 

Q Why w a s  he  cons idered  a s u s p e c t ?  Do you know? 

A.  Because he ,was  young, I guess .  T h a t ' s  about t h e  
on ly  way w e  cou ld  c a t e g o r i z e  them., I f  t h e y ' r e  young and t h e y ' r e  
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i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i t ' s  unusual,  s o  h e ' s  a  suspec t .  I d o n ' t  
even know where they found him. They may have found him 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I d o n ' t  suppose you could i d e n t i f y  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  
I t  must be  .down t h e  beach. 

A. I t  must be on t h a t  a rea .  That whole a r e a  is--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h i s  was on t h e  beach o r  t h i s  is i n  
c lose  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  With t h a t  sand,  it must--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  w a s  r i g h t  
on t h e  beach. 

Q- Okay. 

A. Right on t h e  edge of t h e  sea .  

Q So when we t a l k  about t h e  beach and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  
a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same th ing .  

A. J u s t  t h e  same. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  P-214 here? I t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t  
photograph, b u t  do you know anything? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a s h o t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  
t h e  a rea  i n  which t h e  people were assembled. There ' s  a l o t  more 
people i n  t h e r e  than  t h e r e  was supposed-t o  have been. 

Q Y e s .  

A. There was an awful l o t  of people t h e r e ,  a c t u a l l y  an 
unusual amount f o r  the--

Q * ( In terpos ing)  Do you remember Captain BOATMAN? 

A. c a p t a i n  BOATMAN? 

Q- Do you remember t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer  
c a l l i n g  i n  f o r  some mortar rounds t h a t  day and some a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  coming i n ?  
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A. I remember it t h a t  n i g h t  when we laagered .  

9- Mo--well , you consol ida ted  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A.  I remember L&ey cal led i n ;  w e  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The i n t e r p r e t e r  t o l d  t h e  people t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we 
were l aager ing  j u s t  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  i n  mind t h a t  he was going t o  have your--I 
f o r g e t  t h e  terminology we used here--your per imeter  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  p r e f i r e d  a t  n i g h t  i n  case  we needed it. They c a l l e d  i n  t h e  
marker rounds, and I th ink  they c a l l e d  i n  one o r  two HE models. 

(2. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  markers? 

A. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  markers. And t h e n  maybe a h a l f  
hour l a t e r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  came up ca r ry ing  t h i s  g i r l  t h a t  got  
h i t  by one of t h e s e  u n i t s .  

Q w  They were p r e t t y  mad? 

A.  Well, I imagine they weren ' t  t o o  happy. There was 
nothing we could do f o r  h e r .  I have t o  say t h i s .  They were 
t o l d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  f o r  t h i s  reason so  they wouldn ' t  
be  wandering around ou t  t h e r e ,  and t h e  round d i d n ' t  land i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  To my knowledge it d i d n ' t  land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  It 
went o f f  away E r o m  t h e  village. 

(2 Which i n t e r p r e t e r  t o l d  them t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I th ink  we only had one. I d o n ' t  know. T o  me they 
a l l  blend toge the r .  They're i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  but they can 't speak 
Engl ish ,  and s o  you c a n ' t  make them understand what you want t o  
say.  And of course you can ' t  speak Vietnamese, s o  you ' re  k ind  of 
a t  a  s t a n d o f f ,  even though they c a l l  themselves i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q • But t h e  people were t o l d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and t h i s  woman was wounded where t h e  marker round went i n  and 
t h i s  was loca ted  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes , i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q Now, she was dusted-of f and taken back. Did t h e  
mortars f i r e  any marker rounds? 

59 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-326 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A.  The mortars--I  t h ink  t h e  mortars  d i d  f i r e  some--fired 
one o r  two rounds,  b u t  it w a s  t h e  o t h e r  way, away from t h e  v i l -  
l age .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, was it i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  a r t i L l e r y ?  I mean d i d  they  coord ina te  t h i s  among the-- 

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. This  was--Captain MICHLES , I 
b e l i e v e ,  aga in ,  I wasn ' t  i n  on t h e  conversa t ion .  I b e l i e v e  he 
went t o  Sergeant  VANN and he wanted t h i s  f i r e  p l aced  j u s t  
ou t s ide  t h e  t h i n g  s o  i f  something happened, he  d i d n ' t  have t o  
c a l l  a r t i l l e r y  when it wasn ' t  necessary .  I t h i n k  they  f i r e d  a 
couple rounds,  b u t  it was t h e  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which t h e  
v i l l a g e  was l o c a t e d .  

Q. Now, what about M-79 's? Were they  used normally a t  
n i g h t  f o r  H&I? 

A. No. Not normally because Captain MICHLES had a 
p o l i c y  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  use  t h i s  p e r i o d i c  f i r i n g .  From 
what I heard him t a l k i n g  about i t ,  he  f e l t  it was more of  a 
p o s i t i o n  giveaway than  it was a h e l p .  

Q- Do you know i f  it was used t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  be ing  
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  than  normal? 

A. I t  might have been,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  

Q • The l o g  shows t h e  sequence of even t s  t h a t  a t  0130 
1 K I A ,  5 wounded on r e c e i v i n g  mortar round and 15 t o  16 mor ta r  
rounds p l u s  smal l  arms f i r e ,  Do ,you remember sma l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  hard  to--when t h e  mortar  rounds s t a r t e d  
coming i n  t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d .  I t ' s  k ind  of hnrd t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between smal l  arms f i r e  coming i n  and smal l  arms f i r e  going 
o u t ,  you know. 

Q. You can t e l l  e i t h e r  way. 

A. But I mean when t h e  mortar rounds s t a r t e d  coming 
our  pe r ime te r  c u t  l oose  on t h a t  end,  and I heard mor ta r  rounds 
and I heard  t h e  f i r i n g ,  b u t  your ques t ion  was, "Do you remember 
sma l l  arms f i r e ? "  Yeah. 
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Q 0 Yes, I should have made t h a t  more s p e c i f i c .  Do you
remember enemy small  arms f i r e ?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  them. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A t  0144, a dus to f f  was requested and a 
l i g h t  f i r e  team was brought i n ;  a t  0244, t h e  dustof f was com-
p l e t e d .  A t  0250 you requested "Spooky." A t  0350, he was on 
s t a t i o n  and stayed--at  0440, you rece ived  a  mortar  round. Do 
you r e c a l l  a second mortar a t t a c k ?  

A. I do r e c a l l  one round t h a t  was l a t e r  than  anything 
else. When t h e  f i r s t  rounds came i n  I was a s l e e p ,  and I r o l l e d  
i n t o  t h e  CP where we were c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  wounded. I do remem-
b e r  a s i n g l e  round l a t e r  on. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was a f t e r  
t h e  dus to f f  o r  before  t h e  dus tof f  o r  when it  was. 

Q a Was t h e r e  a count-es-mortar fl.re from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
t h a t  n i g h t  on t h a t  mortar? 

A. I donqt remember mortar f i r e .  I do remember we 
c a l l e d  f o r  gunships,  and I do t h i n k  t h e  gunships came i n .  Then 
t h e  "Spooky" came l a t e r .  I seem t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  we had gun-
s h i p s  i n  t h e  area before "Spooky" go t  t h e r e .  Then our  dus tof f  
came i n  and we loaded just our wounded ou t  i n  t h e  dustof  f .  

Q. I t  appeared t o  me t h a t  t h i s  mortar round coming 
i n  a t  0440 you'd had probably counter-bat tery a r t i l l e r y  and 
counter-mortar, gunships and a "Spooky" supposedly on s t a t i o n  
and y e t  t h a t  mortar s t i l l  f i r e d .  

A. Like I say ,  t h e  s i n g l e  mortar round came i n .  I f  
"Spooky" was on s t a t i o n  then--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  "Spooky" was on s t a t i o n  according t o  
t h e  log  a t  0350, and t h e  mortar round came o f f  a t  0440, and a s  
I r e c a l l ,  t h e  log  d i d n ' t  g e t  "Spooky" o f f  s t a t i o n  u n t i l  about 
0600 t h a t  morning when you look t h a t  up. 

A. "Spooky" s tayed around, I know t h a t .  But I do r e c a l l  
t h a t  one round coming i n .  

Q. J u s t  one? 
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A .  A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s i x  rounds o r  whatever we had, 
a f t e r  t h i n g s  had kind of qu ie ted  down again ,  another  one went 
o f f ,  and t h i s  i s  what was repor ted  t o  be a mortar round. Now, 
it may have been an M-79 o r  it could have been a grenade o r  
anything. I can remember it because Captain MICHLES c a l l e d  
up, I th ink  it w a s  the--I  th ink  it came from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  And he asked t h e  platoon t h a t  was on t h a t  s i d e  
what it was, and he s a i d  it was j u s t  another  mortar round. 

LTC NOLL: 0600 t h a t  came i n .  

COL WILSON: What e n t r y  i s  that--which log? 

LTC NOLL: S i r ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  Task Force Barker log ;  i t ' s  
e n t r y  number 15,  da ted  1 9  March. 

COL WILSON: And what t i m e  d i d  "Spooky" go o f f  s t a t i o n ?  

LTC NOLL: 0600 hours.  

COL WILSON: Now, s e e ,  t h a t  was a p r e t t y  brave mortar crew. 

A. They a r e  brave people i n  he re ,  sir. But I do remem-
b e r  t h a t  one single--

Q ( In terpos ing)  Coming i n  l a t e r .  

MR WALSH: Next morning you had some deta inees?  

A. Yeah, w e  guarded them t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r  we got  mor-
t a r e d .  W e  had f i v e  o r  s i x ,  I t h i n k ,  o r  four  o r  f i v e ,  t h a t  w e  
guarded a l l  n i g h t  long. 

Q And what happened t o  them t h e  nex t  morning? 

A. The next  morning some people came i n ,  some people 
I hadn ' t  seen before  from b a t t a l i o n  headquarters .  They 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  them, and they were going t o  l e a d  us t o  a tunne l  
t h a t  had something i n  it. I don' t remember what it was. The 
command group and t h e s e  people came i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them and 
t h e  p r i soners  went ou t  down toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we went up 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and made a l e f t  o r  a r i g h t  t u r n ,  and one 
of them took o f f ,  one of t h e  p r i soners .  Our p o i n t  man d i d n ' t  
even f i r e  because he ran i n t o  t h e  bushes,  and I d o n ' t  remember 
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him f i r i n g .  He was j u s t  gone. So then  we went on and 
they l e d  us t o  a tunnel .  We s e n t  a guy down i n  it and 
t h e r e  was nothing t h e r e .  So then  I f o r g e t  whether i t  was 
one of t h e  guys t h a t  came i n  o r  Captain MICHLES o r  some-
body t h a t  t r i e d  a l i t t l e  t r i c k .  I remember I was t o l d  t o  
t ake  the  p r i soners  and w e  s t a r t e d  back towards t h e  l aager  
p o s i t i o n .  And one of them was--.got behind. A s h o t  went 
o f f  and Captain MICHLES came back and t h e  guy d i d n ' t  
come b a c k .  They were t r y i n g  t o  s c a r e  them-in to  something. 
I t  d i d n ' t  work, s o  p r e t t y  soon t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  joined 
us and we went on back t o  t h e  l aager .  

Q. That" a l l  t h a t  happened? 

A.  That morning. We Pos t  one,  and one of  them got  
away. 

Q Do you know where t h e  people came from? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  t h e  fel lows t h a t  
came in---like I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was four  or f i v e  s t a f f  s e r g e a n t s ,  
four  o r  f i v e ,  t h e r e  w a s  two s t a f f  se rgean t s  and I th ink  some-
body e l s e  t h a t  came i n .  I don ' t know where. They j u s t  came 
i n  o u t  of t h e  sky and i n t e r r o g a t e d  p r i s o n e r s ,  I t h i n k  they  
may have taken them back with them. I d o n ' t  remember--we d i d n ' t  
t ake  them back to--I t h i n k  we went back t o  Uptight  a f t e r  
t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  t ake  then back with u s .  Maybe we d id .  I 
d o n ' t  remerber, s i r ,  about t h a t .  Mow t h a t  I t h i n k  about it, 
I remember having some p r i soners  on Uptight one day because 
we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them evacuated o u t ,  and then  they  flew i n  and 
evacuated them. But I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  was t h e  day 
t h a t  we had t h i s  opera t ion  o r  some o t h e r  day. 

Q I wish you'd t h i n k  very hard on this .  T h i s  i s  
very remarkable as  f a r  a s  guarding t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s .  We 've 
taken  considerable  testimony about what happened t o  t h e s e  
people i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h .  I f  your testimony 
were c o r r e c t ,  it would seem t h a t  something would s t i c k  i n  
your mind. 

A .  Well, l i k e  I s a y ,  s i r ,  when they  come t o  i n t e r -
rogate  them, my men leave.  They d o n ' t  s t a n d  around. 

Q Yes, but  they d o n ' t  t u r n  t h e i r  eyes and e a r s  o f f .  
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A. Well, they usual ly  come back t o  me. NOW, t h a t  
morning Captain MICHLES came, s a i d ,  "Let 's go. " I g o t  my 
squad up and we followed t h e s e  people through a tunnel .  W e  
went down i n  t h e  tunne l ,  and they had a rope around t h e i r  
necks. Tney t r i e d  a l l  types  of s c a r e  t a c t i c s  t o  s c a r e  them, 
and I d o n ' t  even know what they were looking f o r .  

Q - I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about your t r i p  o u t  t o  t h e  tunnel .  
We know about t h a t .  I 'm t a l k i n g  about the  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  tech-
niques used on t h e s e  peaple.  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d idn ' t - -d id  I s e e  them g e t  b e a t  
t o  a pulp? No. 

Q - Did they g e t  kicked? 

A. They mlght have been kicked. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  them g e t  t h e i r  hands c u t  and put  s a l t  
i n  them? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  a f i e l d  te lephone used? 

A. Wire? 

Q Y e s .  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  hea r  about any of those?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 

Q - Let  me ask you a more genera l  ques t ion .  Did you 
ever  see  CONGLETON i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i soners  by using a kn i fe?  

A. NO, sir .  No, s ir .  

Q Nobody e l s e ?  

A. The only ones I ever  r e a l l y  watched being i n t e r -
rogated was Lieutenant  JOHNSON and h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  The t i m e  
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t h a t  I watched them, they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some females 
that were found i n  a tunnel .  This was on a different opera t ion  
a l t o g e t h e r ,  And t h e r e  they--I saw t h e i r  faces  g e t  slapped 
and I saw t h e i r  arms g e t  twis t ed  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  I never 
saw anybody p u l l  a  k n i f e  on anybody, c u t  them up o r  anything 
of t h i s .  To my memory, CONGLETON was having t r o u b l e  i n t e r -  
roga t ing  because he d i d n ' t  have enough schooling,  and they 
couldn ' t  understand what he was saying  and he c o u l d n ' t  under- 
s t a n d  what they were answering. 

Q - Can you g ive  me any p o s s i b l e  explanat ion .  A s  I 
understand your testimony, you guarded--people under your 
superv i s ion  guarded t h e s e  people i n  t h e  d a y l i g h t  u n t i l  you 
were e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. This  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. W e  have cons iderable  testimony about  var ious forms 
of t o r t u r e  be ing  employed upon p r i soners  i n  t h e  l aager  a r e a  
during t h a t  morning. 4 j u s t  wonder i f  you can give me any 
explanat ion  of how it might be t h a t  you d i d n ' t  observe this. 

A. My only explanat ion ,  s i r ,  is  t h a t  I wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  
I mean, I v a s n q t  a t a z d i n ~  t h e r e  v h i l e  they  v e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
them. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Maybe w e  ought t o  explore  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
I thought you and your squad were guarding t h e s e  people. Now, 
were t h e r e  t i m e s  when these  people were n o t  i n  your view? 

A.  Sure,  when we guarded them, my men took t u r n s ,  2-
hour t r i c k s  a l l  n i g h t  long guarding them. When t h e  mortar 
a t t a c k  came, a k i d  named KINGSBY was p u l l i n g  guard,  and he  
pushed t h e m  down i n  a  ho le  and he went down i n  the  ho le ,  too .  
When t h e  mortar  a t t a c k  ended, I went up t o  s e e  KINGSBY t o  make 
s u r e  he had everybody and t h a t  everybody was okay. Every-
body was f i n e .  Now, t h e  next  morning these  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came 
i n ,  and t h e r e ' s  a log  i n  t h e  l aager  a r e a .  They took t h e  p r i s -  
oners .  They went over and s e t  them down behind the  log.  
KINGSBY--I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was K I N G S B Y  o r  whoever was 
guarding them a t  t h a t  time came back over  t o  me. I was i n  t h e  
CP, which was 75 yards away from where they were being i n t e r -  
rogated,  and it was down i n  a cup i n  a d i t c h .  Captain MICHLES 
came over and s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  go. We're moving out .  They're 
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going t o  t ake  us someplace." We then again went back over  
t o  where they were being i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  picked them up, and 
we moved out  wi th  them. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any s i g n s  of abuse on them a t  
t h a t  time? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  them. I was 
wi th  t h e  C P ,  and I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any s i g n s .  I d i d n ' t  see 
anybody b leeding  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now, what can you t e l l  me about t h e  people who 
came i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them? 

A. A l l  I know i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was--I th ink  t h e r e  w a s  
two se rgean t  E-7's, I be l i eve .  

Q. Had you e v e r  seen them before?  

A. I h a d n ' t  seen  them i n  t h e  f i e l d  before .  I th ink  
I had seen them--I th ink  they were from the  command of Task 
Force Barker. I th ink  they were p a r t  of the  whole o rgan iza t ion  
t h a t  s tayed a t  D o t t i e ,  t h e  command organiza t ion .  

Q - Was one of t h e  E-7's balding? 

A.  I t h i n k  s o ,  yes .  

COL WILSON: This photograph here  was supposed t o  be the  p r i s -
oner t h a t  escaped. 

A.  This  i s  t h e  one t h a t  escaped? 

Q I say--this--I  d o n ' t  know. 

A. I d o n ' t  know e i t h e r .  One of them took o f f .  

(r This  i s  one of the th ings  w e ' r e  n o t  s u r e  of al-
together .  But h i s  i s  supposed t o  be t h e  p r i s o n e r  t h a t  es-
caped. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about P-218. 
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Q - P-215. Now, i f  t h i s  was t h e  p r i s o n e r  t h a t  escaped, 
would t h i s  be t h e  man s i t t i n g  on t h e  beach l a t e  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon, o r  would t h i s  be e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? When d id  t h e  
p r i soner  escape? Did he escape--

A. ( In terpos ing)  He escaped i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning. 

Q. He escaped on t h e  morning of t h e  N t h ?  

A. Yes. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  one, b u t  one 
of t h e  ones t h a t  we had took o f f  on us. 

Q. The shadows i n d i c a t e  it was e i t h e r  e a r l y  morning 
or l a t e  af ternoon.  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Wait, w a i t .  

A. I f  it was e a r l y  t h a t  next  morning, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
h e ' d  be i s o l a t e d .  He'd probably have been wi th  t h e  o the r s .  
Assuming, knowing t h a t  I had more than  one p r i soner  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
I would say t h i s  was t h e  day be fo re ,  probably l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
nDcn before  the s thc r  m e s  hzd zczc i n .  

Q I see, These p r i soners  t h a t  you guarded during
t h e  n i g h t  of 18, 1 9  March, four  o r  f i v e  I t h i n k  you s a i d .  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Were they t i e d ?  

A. They were t h a t  n i g h t ,  yes .  

Q- Hand and foo t?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. And t h e s e  were t h e  ones t h a t  would have been pushed 
i n t o  t h e  hole--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  During the  mortar a t t a c k ,  yes .  They 
were s i t t i n g  on t h e  edge of a--
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Q - 	 ( In te rpos ing)  By KINGSBY? 

A. 	 KINGSBY. 

KINGSBY. 

A. H e  was t h e  one guarding them a t  t h e  t i m e  of the  
mortar a t t a c k .  

MR WALSH: M r .  MARSHALL, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a  f ace ,  blocking 
ou t  a  nameplate, t h a t  i s  one a  p i c t u r e  on our  Exh ib i t  P-49 and 
ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f a c e  as one of the 
i nd iv idua l s  who w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i soners  t h a t  morning. 

A.  	 I would say so .  

Q - Do you remember anything e l s e  d i s t i n c t i v e  about 
him? 

A. The only t h i n g  I can remember, I t h i n k  he was an 
E-7. H e  was i n  t h e  TOC I th ink .  

Q-	 Do you remember i f  he wore a  hunt ing  kn i fe?  

A. NO, s ir ,  I don ' t .  

Q - P i s t o l ?  

A.  I th ink  he had a p i s t o l .  H e  wasn ' t  ca r ry ing  a 
weapon, s o  I assume he had a  p i s t o l .  

Q - 	 W a s  he a  sha rp  d r e s s e r ?  a 

A.  He had s t a rched  f a t i g u e s  on, i f  t h a t ' s  what you 
mean by a  sha rp  d r e s s e r .  Tha t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  unusual ou t  i n  
the  f i e l d .  

9- Had you seen him--I th ink  you s a i d  you h a d n ' t  seen  
him be£ o r e  t h i s .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no. When he came i n ,  I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  know him. 

a - 	 Did he have a  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  with him? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q o  B i d  you ever  see  him a f t e r  t h i s  operat ion? 

A. Around base camp I guess.  And I d o n ' t  want t o  
say I never d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  he was from t h e  command. 

Q. Okay. 


COL WILSON: What makes you t h i n k  he was an E-7? 


A.  Because he was wearing h i s  s t r i p e s .  

Q. He d i d  have on-- 

A. ( In terpos ing)  He had on s t r i p e s  on when they got  
off t h e  chopper, yes.  

Q. And he had on E-7 s t r i p e s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e .  so.  .I saw E-7 s t r i p e ' s .  And I th ink  they  
were yellow, and I th ink  t h a t ' s  probably why it s t i c k s  i n  my 
mind. 

Q. Normally they ' r e  black, aren 't they? 

A. I f  they wear them. Normally you d o n ' t  wear them 
unless  i t ' s  t h e  co l l a r - type  t h a t ' s  j u s t  coming i n t o  e f f e c t .  

Q. Was he wearing f a t i g u e s ,  o r  was he wearing a 
jungle s u i t ?  

A.  He was wearing f a t i g u e s ,  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e .  

Q - This  i s  a l i t t l e  unusual,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A.  Well, y e s ,  and they  were s t a rched .  Again, i t ' s ,  
you know, one of  t h e s e  th ings  t h a t ' s  k ind  of hard  to-- 

MR WALSH : ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t he  i n d i v i d u a l  you i d e n t i f i e d  
i s  a cap ta in  t h a t  was assigned t o  t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker ,  
and t h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  he was p resen t  t h a t  
day. But--

.? 
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  There were some E-7's out  t h e r e .  
I know t h a t .  Someplace they came from. T h a t ' s  the  only 
t h i n g  I can remember, sir.  

COL WILSON: Well, l e t  me ask you t h i s :  was t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
the  only one ou t  t h e r e  i n  s t a rched  f a t i g u e s ?  

A. Well, t h e  people t h a t  came on t h a t  chopper, s ir ,  
they d i d n ' t  belong. They looked l i k e  they d idn '  t belong, I 
mean, because t h e  rest of us had been out  t h e r e  f o r  awhile. 
Now,.this is  why I can remember them coming i n  because they  
were, you know, s m a r t  d r e s s e r s ,  i f  you want t o  put  it i n  t h a t  
frame of re ference .  They were c lean  and they had c lean  f a t -  
igues on, which nobody e l s e  out  t h e r e  had. So t h i s  is why 
I can remember them coming. I know they d i d  i n t e r r o g a t e  
those  p r i soners .  But as f a r  as watching t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  I know what happened t h a t  morning, where 
w e  went. That I s  about a s  much as I can say. 

Q - Let  me say-- le t  me f i n i s h  t h i s  th ing .  Now, 
a t  1050, t h e  1st Platoon began l i f t i n g  up t o  Uptight .  
A t  1140, it had c losed  a t  Uptight .  Now, t h a t ' s  the  1st 
Platoon. Did you go back wi th  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No, because I th ink  they s t a r t e d  l i f t i n g  us. W e  
were on our  way back. And I th ink  looking a t  the--before 
w e  g o t  back t o  our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  where we went t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  remember what l i f t  we went on. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  t h e r e  was t o o  many l e f t  when I l e f t .  

9- The reason I ' m  saying  t h i s  is  because apparent ly  
the  r e s t  of t h e  company went over t o  Dot t ie ,  and they began 
guarding. The f i r s t  l i f t  was a t  1320, somewhere around that 
t i m e .  Now, I b r i n g  t h i s  o u t  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  t h i s  i n  your mind 
as t o  whether you took any p r i soners  ou t  with you o r  not .  

A. I know. This is--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  O r  de ta inees .  Keep i n  mind t h a t  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  morning o r  t h a t  morning, t h e  1st Platoon went 
t o  Uptight.  E a r l i e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  t h e  remainder of t h e  
company went t o  Dot t i e .  There was a gap i n  between t h e s e  
l i f t s .  I d o n ' t  know how many h e l i c o p t e r s  they had t o  s h u t t l e  
you back. But t h i s  may-- 
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A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The p r i soners  t h a t  I was r e f e r r i n g  
t o  on Uptight .  I can vaguely remember t h a t  HUFFFAN, a  member 
of my squad, guarded some p r i s o n e r s  i n  an ammo pad r i g h t  of f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad and we were wa i t ing  f o r  them t o  be picked 
up by a  h e l i c o p t e r  and taken back t o ,  I guess ,  Dot t i e .  But 
I c a n ' t  remember whether it was t h a t  day o r  whether it was 
some o t h e r  day i n  t h i s  r e fe rence .  

Q- W e l l ,  i f  t h e  major i ty  of t h e  company, a l l  b u t  
one platoon,  went back t o  D o t t i e ,  wouldn ' t  you go back t o  
Dot t i e  wi th  them? 

A. Probably,  yes .  But I can ' t - - I  would normally go 
wherever Captain MICHLES went and f o r  some reason Captain 
MICHLES went t o  Uptight.  

Q. This  d o e s n ' t  t r i g g e r  anything as  f a r  a s  the  
p r i soners  a r e  concerned? There ' s  no way we can f i x  t h i s  i n  
your mind? 

A. I hones t ly  c a n ' t  remember what happened t o  the 
p r i soners  a f t e r  we came back from t h e  tunne l s .  I c a n ' t  
remember whether we pu t  them on a chopper and took them with 
us o r  whether t h e  peopie uiat came 0u.t t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them 
took them with them. I do know t h a t  they  were gone. I d o n ' t  
know where they  went t o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t - - I  th ink  I would 
have remembered i f  I had t o  guard them f a r t h e r  on than I did.  
Tha t ' s  why I tend t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  people who came t o  in-  
t e r r o g a t e  then  took them with them because normally I can 
remember th ings  t h a t  I am d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o .  hat's my 
job. 

MR WALSH: Let t h e  record note  t h a t  t h e  photograph t h a t  the  
wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  was Exh ib i t  P-52, n o t  P-49,  a s  I had 
previous ly  s t a t e d .  

COL WILSON: Did you ever  h e a r  dur ing  t h a t  time t h a t  t h i s  
opera t ion  was t ak ing  p lace  an o rde r  coming d@wn t o  s t o p  
burning,  s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  o r  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  o r  anything about 
t h a t ?  

A. I do remember vaguely t h a t  an o r d e r  t h a t  was given 
t o  s t o p  burning t h e  hootches. 
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Q When was th i s ' ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  we'd a l ready burned every 
v i l l a g e  on the day before .  

Q ~ o i n ~south? 

A .  We d i d n ' t  burn any v i l l a g e  going nor th .  Af ter  
t h a t  one day, we stopped burning. But t h a t ' s  t h e  only--
vaguely I can remember Captain MICHLES t e l l i n g  h i s  platoons 
no t  t o  burn anymore hootches. Maybe it was given r i g h t  
before  we g o t  down t o  the  end. Maybe t h a t ' s  why we d i d n ' t  
burn anymore, cause I d o n ' t  remember burning .... 
Q The one on the  l a s t - - the  l a s t  one. 

A. A t  the) very 'tipof t h e  southern end t h e r e .  

Q You can ' t f i x  t h i s  a s  t o  the  time? Anything about,  
"Stop f i r i n g " ?  

' A. N o ,  because--depends on what day. I d i d n ' t  hear 
anything, bu t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day we weren 't f i r i n g  anyway. 
I never heard an o rde r  given t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  no. 

Stop k i l l i n g ?Q 

A. I never heard t h a t  e i the r . '  

- Q = Were you o r  anyone you know ever  quest ioned on 
t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time? 

A.  N o .  

Did you c a r r y  a camera? I 

No. 

Do you know anyone who d i d  those 4 days? 

iih, -7-L ~ L C L E- -- w a s  probably-,-

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  S p e c i f i c  ind iv idua l s  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  having a camera dur ing  t h a t  time? I know t h e r e ' s  a lot 
of people t h a t  had cameras, bu t  I j u s t  wanted t o  know i f  you 
could remember an i n d i v i d u a l  who was t ak ing  p i c t u r e s ?  
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8 .  Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem wi th  marijuana 
i n  B Company? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was no b i g  problem. I ' m  s u r e  we prob-
ably had people smoke it. 

Q e  
 HQW about on opera t ions?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no, s i r .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  o r  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - -rhank you very much. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n .  Before you go I want t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  a i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i c n  w i t 5  s the rs ,  inc luding  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  which may come i n ,  except  a s  you may be re-
q u i r e d  t o  do s o  be fo re  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. We 
t r y  t o  g e t  people wi th  wha t ' s  f r e s h  i n  t h e i r  minds. I r e a l i z e  
t h e  news i s  d i s t o r t e d .  

a .  w e l l ,  ch i s  i s  ~ prcb'lern.7 Like I say ,  I re26 the--. - -+1 

magazines and read  t h e  articles. And i t ' s  2 yea r s  ago, and 
i f  you t r y  and drag it back up, you know, I ' v e  been t r y i n g  
e v e r  s i n c e  I g o t  t h e  pnone c a l l .  .-

Q - And you've been inf luenced by it. 

A. For me I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember all t h i s  s t u f f  as  f a r  
as v i v i d l y  say ing  yes  o r  no. I t ' s  j u s t  k i n d  of I th ink  t h i s ,  
and I t h i n k  t h a t ,  and 1,remember t h i s ,  and I remember t h a t .  

Q. The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1155 hours ,  5 February 
1950.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MUNDY, John E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Execut ive  O f f i c e r ,  
B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE 'RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

There w a s  a p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  on t h e  handl ing  
o f  PW's w h i l e  t hey  were i n  H a w a i i  (pg.  3) . MUNDY d i d  n o t  
rerr~eaber i f  t h e  coiapany w a s  g iven  zny t r a i n i n g  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  
o f  o r d e r s  (pgs .  4 ,  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r eca l l  s e e i n g  
t h e  MACV c a r d s  "Nine Rules" o r  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
(pg. 4 ) .  They d i d  have t h e  s t a n d a r d  Geneva convention3 c a r d  
(pg. 4 )  . T r a i n i n g  was g iven  on t h e  Geneva Conventions and 
t h e  Rules of Land Warfare (pg. 6 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

MUNDY w a s  a t  Duc Pho on 15 March 1968 (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  While 
h e  w a s  g iven  a d a y ' s  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  company was l e a v i n g  
t h e  . f i r e  b a s e ,  he  w a s  n o t  t o l d  where t hey  w e r e  going o r  
what t hey  w e r e  going t o  do (pgs. 8 ,  10 ) . 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. U s e  o f  demol i t i ons .  

It w a s  n o t  unusual  t o  r e q u e s t  a l a r g e  amount o f  
demol i t i ons  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. However, he d i d  n o t  
remember an unusua l ly  l a r g e  amount o f  demol i t i ons  be ing  s e n t  
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o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  du r ing  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 11). I n  
f a c t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  any demol i t ions  were used on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  

b .  Knowledge o f  a c t i o n s  on t h e  16 th .  

Wnile he  w a s  s u r e  he  hea rd  about  t h e  128 body coun t ,  
he  could  n o t  r e c a l l  speaking t o  anyone a t  Duc Pho about  it 
(pg.  2 2 ) .  H e  remembered no th ing  unusual  about  t h e  f i r s t  
day I s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 22) . 

c .  Act ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

(1) Movement t o  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  

0900 and 
The w i t n e s s  went o u t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  between 

1 0 0 0  on 17 March (pg. 1 3 ) .  He went from Duc Pho 
t o  LZ ~ o t t i e ,where ~ i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS, who w a s  accompanying 
him, spoke t o  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER (pgs. 1 5 ,  16) . They 
then  f lew t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  i n  BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.16) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  BARKER o r  a photographer  accompanying them 
t o  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

( 2 )  I n i t i a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  t hey  jo ined  it t h e  company was 
sou th  o f  My Ki i e  ( 4 )  (pg. 1 8 ) .  There w a s  no f i r i n g  go ing  on 
(pg. 2 3) . H e  was t o l d  t h a t  TAYLOR had been wounded (pg. 22) . 
The second p l a t o o n  was i n  a p e r i m e t e r  a long  w i t h  most o f  
t h e  weapons p l a toon  (pg. 2 3 ) .  There were two Vietnamese p o l i c e  
t h e r e  when he  a r r i v e d  (pg. 2 9 )  . He spoke t o  Capta in  MICHLES 
f o r  about  1 0  t o  15 minutes ,  and then  t h e  company moved sou th  
a long t h e  c o a s t  t o w ~ r d  Co Lay (1) (pgs. 18,  24) . 

( 3 )  Movement s o u t h .  

The command g roup :  moved behind t h e  f i r s t  
p la tooon  which had t o  t a k e  t h e  e n t i r e  i n l a n d  area a l l  t h e  
way t o  t h e  l n l e t  (pg.  2 5 ) .  Hootches were n o t  burn ing  i n  t h e  
a r e a  through which he  moved, b u t  he d i d  s e e  them burn ing  
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  My Khe i n l e t  (pg. 2 6 )  . H e  h e a r d  no 
f i r i n g  as they  approached Co Lay ( I ) ,b u t  a r e p o r t  w a s  re-
ce ived  from t h e  second p l a toon  t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  a 
VC on t h e  beach (pg.  26) . MUNDY thought  t h i s  occu r red  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  noon (pg. 3 8 ) .  A t  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  s topped  burn ing  
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hootches  du r ing  lunch (pg. 2 6 ) .  There w a s  no f i r i n g  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  some underground s h e l t e r s  were des t royed  w i t h  
demol i t i ons  (pgs .  2 6 ,  27) . They s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
about  an hour  wh i l e  t hey  had lunch (pgs ,  2 7  28) , There w a s  
a  conve r sa t ion  between WILLINGHAM, BOATMAN, CONGLETON and 
MARSHAL i n  which they  d i s c u s s e d  COCHRANss d e a t h  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
They s a i d  no th ing  about  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  a c t i o n  on t h e  
prev ious  day (pg. 2 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see any d e t a i n e e s  w i th  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

(4 )  Act ions  a f t e r  lunch.  

A f t e r  lunch they  moved through Co Lay ( I ) ,  
burned a l l  t h e  hootches  t h e r e ,  and blew up bunkers  (pgs.  30, 
3 8 ) .  The bu rn ing  w a s  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  u s u a l  SOP, b u t  was 
done because t h e  people  had moved o u t  and were n o t  supposed 
t o  r e t u r n  (pg. 30 ) . AS they  moved s o u t h  they  cont inued  t o  
burn hootches  (pgs.  3 0 ,  31) . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any Vietnamese 
u n t i l  t hey  reached t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg.  39) . H e  
d i d  n o t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  u n t i l  t hey  g o t  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  (pg.  3 1 ) .  MUNDY d i d  n o t  know t h e  reason  f o r  t h e  
f i r i n g  (pg. 3 2 ) .  There were some people  a t  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  whom t h e  w i t n e s s  was c e r t a i n  were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by 
the p o l i c e  (pg. 32) . They s t a y e d  a t  t h e  t i p  about  f i v e  t o  
t e n  minutes and then  r e t u r n e d  up t h e  c o a s t  (pg. 32) . 

(5)  Act ions  a t  t h e  l a a q e r  s i t e .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  unusual  happening 
a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 32 ) .  He l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  v i a  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  tha t  brought  i n  t h e  h o t  m e a l  (pgs .  32,  33) . his 
was between 1600 and 1700 (pgs .  33, 4 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  made ano the r  s t o p  i n  t h e  f i e l d  b e f o r e  going 
back (pg.  4 4 ) .  

d. F u r t h e r  knowledge of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about  a MEDCAP t e a m  going i n t o  
t h e  area on t h e  1 8 t h  (pg. 4 4 ) .  H e  knew t h a t  MILUS was k i l l e d  
i n  a m o r t a r  a t t a c k  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  and t h a t  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  were wounded (pg. 4 6 ) .  He remembered no th ing  about  
t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  on t h e  1 9 t h  (pg. 47) . 
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  # 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" 

-
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands " 

- Miscel laneous Scene. 

p-21 Miscel laneous 
-

Scene. 

P-203 
t h r u  
P-216 CONGLETON'S photos .  

P-203 


n q n n
I &"I 

-

P-206 


P-207 


-

-

CONGLETON'S photo.  

CONGLETON'S photo.  

CONGLETON's photo.  

CONGLETON'S photo.  

C0NGLETON1s photo.  -

CONG1,ETON ' s photo.  

CONGLETON'Sphoto.  

CONGLETONts photo.  

CONGLETON'S photo.  

-
NOTES PAGES 

' W i t  had never  s een  
b e f o r e .  4 
W i t  had never  s een  
b e f o r e .  4 

W i t  could  n o t  

i d e n t i f y  area. 21 

I d e n t i t i e d  man I n  

photo as SGT 36 

TALZEAN . 


~ x h l b ~ t saamlttea 

i n t o  ev idence .  . 19 


W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
19 


g e n e r a l  a r e a .  19 

I d e n t i f i e d  as 

g e n e r a l  area. 19 

I d e n t i i i e d  as 

g e n e r a l  area. 20 

I d e n t i f i e d  as 

qraveyard .  20 

W i t  d i d  n o t  see 

t h e s e  PW's jo in- 20 

i n g  company. 


Did n o t  t h i k  t h i s  ' 
w a s  1 6  M a r  locaticn 20 
o f  u n i t .  

~ d e n t i f i e das 

p l a c e  they had 
 20 

lunch.  

A r e a  n e a r  t;p o t  
i n l e t .  . 21 

1 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1105 h o u r s ,  31  January 
1970.) 


LTC NOLL: The- h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR s The fo l lowing  iialed persoils are p re sen t :  LTC NOLL 
and M A J  THOMAS. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  John E. MUNDY. 

(MR MUNDY was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

P l e a s e  state your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i -  
dence. 

A. My name i s  John Edward MUNDY. I am a c r e d i t  
c o l l e c t i o n  manager f o r  General  E l e c t r i c  Corpora t ion  i n  San 
Diego. My address  i s  3740 Menlo Avenue, San Diego, C a l i f o r -
n i a .  

LTC NOLL: M r .  MUNDY, d i d  you have a chance t o  r e a d  t h e  i n -  
fo rmat ion  s h e e t  f ~ r  E x h i b i t  M-81? w i t n e s s e s ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

8. M r .  MUNDY, normally t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  members t h a t  
are i n  h e r e .  Colonel  WILSON is t h e  person  who normally asks  
q u e s t i o n s ;  a l s o  M r .  WALSH, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ;  and myself .  
This  morning they  a r e  bo th  t i e d  up and w i l l  n o t  be  h e r e ,  s o  
what I ' m  going t o  do f i r s t  i s  t e l l  you what w e  know o r  what 
w e  b e l i e v e  w e  know about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on 16 through 19 March. A f t e r  doing t h i s ,  
I w i l l  probably ask you some q u e s t i o n s  on p re l imina ry  t r a i n -
i n g  of t h e  u n i t  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam. Then w e  w i l l  t a k e  
a break f o r  lunch,  and I hope t h a t  Colonel  WILSON and M r .  
WALSH w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  
So w e ' l l  go o f f  t h e  r eco rd  now, and I w i l l  t e l l  you what w e  
have documented thus  f a r ,  what t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l o g  and t h e  11 th  
Brigade l o g  r e f l e c t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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(The wi tness  w a s  o r i e n t e d  by LTC NOLL.) 

Q M r .  MUNDY, I ' v e  given you a rundown on t h e  Opera-
t i o n  of Task Force Barker, p a r t i c u l a r l y  B Company, t h a t  w e  
be l i eve  occurred dur ing  t h e  per iod  1 6  March t o  1 9  March. I ' d  
l i k e  t o  ask you what your job assignment w a s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  of Bravo Company. 

Q e  When were you assigned t o  B Company? 

A. I opened t h e  door. 

Q. You opened t h e  door? I n  Hawaii? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Who w a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  company? 

A.  I n  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e  it w a s  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. 
I n i t i a l l y  we had some o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  bu t  they  were t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  o t h e r  companies. 

Q - Can you give m e  a rundown on t h e  major t r a i n i n g  
events  during t h e  6-month per iod  p r i o r  t o  t h e  company going 
t o  Vietnam, such as  company t e s t s ?  

A. Well we went a l l  t h e  way throuqh from squad tests, 
and s e c t i o n  t e s t s ,  and p la toon a l l  t h e  way up t o  b a t t a l i o n  
t e s t s  . I don 't remember -when t h e  b a t t a l i o n  tests were--what 
we were doing t h e  l a s t  6 months p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  We were on 
t h e  b i g  i s l a n d  f o r  about a month -of t r a i n i n g .  

Q - How long was t h i s  before  you went t o  Vietnam? 

A. I t  must have been r i g h t  around E a s t e r ,  b u t  it 
wasn ' t  during Eas te r .  I t  was during t h a t  month, it would 
be Apr i l  of 1967. That i s  when we went t o  t h e  b i g  i s l a n d .  

n 
s.4 - In reviewing the morning r e n c r t ,LT t h e  company w a s  
reorganized. The company became organized under another  . 
TO&E while you were i n  Vietnam. The s t r e n g t h  was, paperwise 
a t  any r a t e ,  reduced. Did t h e  company i n  f a c t  experience 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r eo rgan iza t ion  before  depar t ing  f o r  Vietnam o r  
while  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 
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A. P r i o r  t o  d e p a r t u r e ,  we changed t h e  TO&E. I d o n ' t  
know t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  it, b u t  we d i d  change it. W e  
e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  v e h i c l e s ,  and we e l i m i n a t e d  
t h e  1 0 6  r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s  i n  t h e  weapons p l a toon .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  w a s  decreased  from i 7 2  t o  i 6 6 .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of 
t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  f a i r l y  c l o s e .  It w a s n ' t  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  dec rease  i n  t h e  t o t a l  number of men. 

Q - The morning r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  company neve r  
reached i t s  a u t h o r i z e d  s t r e n g t h  p r i o r  t o  go ing  t o  Vietnam. 
From t h e  December p e r i o d ,  it d i d  n o t  reach  i t s  author ized--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  what cou ld  be  t h e  
c a s e ,  i s  t h a t  we l e f t  one newly-formed b a t t a l i o n  behind i n  
Hawaii. W e  had t o  g ive  them some of ou r  men, s o  it d i d  reduce 
ou r  s t r e n g t h .  A t  one t i m e ,  I ' d  say 2 o r  3 months p r i o r  t o  
l e a v i n g ,  we were up t o  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  I t h i n k  a t  t imes  we 
were. This  i s  p r e t t y  ske tchy .  

G o  :fi%n t h e  cornpar?17l e f t  f p a r  w a sY i e t ~ l a r n ~  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
i n  good shape? 

A.  I p e r s o n a l l y  knew t h a t  it was i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  shape  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  goes.  What w e  d i d n q . t  have w a s  exper-
ienced men t h a t  had been t o  Vietnam b e f o r e ,  and we d i d n ' t  have 
2: g r e a t  n a ~ b e rcf se-nir\r NCO's w i t h  any exper i .ence.  But. we 
had a11 t r a i n e d  t o g e t h e r .  The m a j o r i t y  of u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  and t h e  s e r g e a n t s ,  t r a i n e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  about a  y e a r  
an a h a l f .  

9. Do you know i f  t h e  company members had anyth ing  i n  
t h e  way of  t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  t h e  hand l ing  of  PW's? 

A. W e  had a  Jung le  Warfare Cente r  o u t  t h e r e ,  and it 
covered what t h e  FM's and T M ' s  covered.  

Q- Was t h e r e  a  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  on t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q o  Do you know i f  t h e  company was e v e r  g iven  a c l a s s  
on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  p r i o r  t o  i t s  deployment t o  Vietnam? 

A .  L e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s ?  

Q a Y e s .  
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A.  Not as such.  I d o n ' t  remember. I t  may have 
been under a d i f f e r e n t  name. 

Q. 
r ived  i n  

What t r a i n i n g  d i d  t h e  
Vietnam? 

company undergo when it a r -

A. Most s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I t h i n k ,  was t h e  t r a i n i n g  wi th  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  We d i d n ' t  have any choppers a t  a l l  i n  
Hawaii. ' We had t h e  2 3 ' s ,  t h e  l i t t l e  ones ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  go 
through any t r a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e m .  W e  d i d  se t  up mockups i n  t h e  
f i e l d  f o r  loading  and unloading,  b u t  it wasn ' t  adequate.  That 
was t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a i n i n g .  Of cour se ,  i n  my p a r t  
it was r e supp ly  and this type  of t h i n g .  I w a s  mainly con-
cerned w i t h  t h a t  myself pe r sona l ly .  I thought  it r a t h e r  
s t r ange  t o  send us t o  a p o s t a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  Vietnam. I suppose 
t h a t ' s  where a u n i t  of our  s i z e  a t  t h a t  t i m e - - w e  had t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  jungle  f o r  q u i t e  sometime. A f t e r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  you 
s t a r t  f e e l i n g  comfortable i n  t h e  jungle ,  and most of us d i d .  
I f e l t  t h a t  w e  would be  more u s e f u l  i n  t h e  jungle  and more 
e f f e c t i v e .  

Q. This  i s  a f a c s i m i l e  of a MACV card  (Exh ib i t  M-2) 
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules" (handing Exh ib i t  M-2 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  
Have you seen  t h i s ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q Do you know i f  it was passed o u t  t o  members o f  B 
Company? There a r e  two cards  t h a t  might have been g iven  o u t .  
The o t h e r  he re  is Exh ib i t  M-3, "The Enemy I n  Your Hands" 
(handing Exh ib i t  M-,3 t o  the w i t n e s s ) .  Log ica l ly ,  t h i s  would 
have f a l l e n  i n t o  your a rea?  

A. W e  had the s tandard  Geneva Convention Card. 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  two s e p a r a t e  c a r d s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
recognize t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q On t h e  1 5 t h  of March where would you have been 
s t a t i o n e d ?  Would you have been wi th  t h e  company on LZ Upt ight  
o r  would you have been i n  t h e  r e a r  a rea?  
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A. I t h i n k  on t h a t  day I was down a t  Duc Pho i n  my r e a r  
supply area .  

Q - How were you informed of t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  t h e  
company would go on and what t h e i r  requirements would be? 
How did  t h i s  information f i l t e r  back t o  you? 

A. Well, i f  they were going t o  go t o  an opera t ion  
from t h e  f i r e  base ,  I would normally be wi th  them a t  t h e  
f i r e  base whether it would be Uptight o r  Dot t i e .  And, of 
course,  I s a t  i n  on a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  

Q .  Were you i n  t h e  a r e a  while  t h e  company was pre-
par ing  t o  go on t h e  opera t ion  f o r  t h e  16th? 

I 

A. I d o n ' t  remember how long they were on Upt ight ,  
b u t  I ' m  su re  J was ou t  t h e r e  t h e  major i ty  of t h e  t ime.  I 
have a f e e l i n g  on t h e  15th ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e ,  I was down a t  
Duc Pho. 

Q - Was t h i s  f o r  one day o r  was t h i s  for--

A. ' ( In terpos ing)  I moved back and f o r t h  q u i t e  o f t e n  
because we had our supp l i e s  s o r t  of s p l i t .  Before t h e  supply 
base  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chu Lai , we kep t  t h e  bare  neces-
s i t i e s  t h e r e :  food, c l o t h i n g ,  and ammo. The major i ty  of 
our o t h e r  equipment, r a d i o s ,  veh ic les  i f  w e  had any, and per-
sona l  belongings of t h e  men and s o  on, were down south.  

Q One t h i n g  I would apprec ia te  would be a f a i r l y  
accura te  rundown of t h e  people t h a t  comprised your support  
group f o r  t h e  company and t h e  people t h a t  worked i n  your 
r e a r  a rea ,  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  company t h a t  you used 
when you went t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  and whether t h e  p la toons  were 
organized under two squads o r  t h r e e ?  I understand t h e r e  
were some modif ica t ions .  Also I would l i k e  t h e  number 
of people t h e  company could muster,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  March, 
t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d  on opera t ions?  

A .  I ' d  su re  l i k e  t o  s e e  some morning r e p o r t s ,  but 
I ' d  say offhand it never mustered over  a hundred t o  go t o  
t h e  f i e l d .  I ' m  q u i t e  su re  we had t h a t  many. 

Q =  What about t h e  organiza t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  platoons? 
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A. A s  you s a i d ,  depending on t h e  s i z e  of any p a r t i c u -  
l a r  p l a toon  a t  t h a t  t ime,  depending on t h e  number of casual-
t i e s  and r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h a t  could be anywhere from t w o  t o  
t h r e e .  Given a l i t t l e  t ime,  I could break down my s e t u p  ex-
a c t l y  as it was. 

Q. Were you i n  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I wasn ' t .  

LTC NOLL : W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  f o r  lunch. 

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1140 hours ,  31  January 
1970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1250 hours ,  31 January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and lAJ THOMAS. 

(The wi tness  was reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under 
o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

COL WILSON: Mr. MUNDY, back t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a moment. 
Was t h e  company eve r  given t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Convention 
o r  r u l e s  of land  warfare?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  Who gave it t o  them? 

A. To my knowledge it w a s  t h e  company o f f i c e r s -  and 
poss ib ly  the b a t t a l i o n  o f f i c e r s  . 
Q. Was t h i s  given i n  Hawaii o r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. I n  Hawaii, s ir .  I 'm s u r e  it was touched on, 
and I'm q u i t e  s u r e  it was touched on i n  Vietnam, s ir .  

a - Was any c l a s s  of t h i s  t ype  e v e r  g iven  by a JAGC 
o f f i c e r ?  
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A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

Q e  Was any t r a i n i n g  eve r  given concerning t h e  l e g a l i t y  
of o rde r s?  

A.  Not under t h a t  heading,  sir.  

Q - What heading could it have been under? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it % r e l a t e d  t o  m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e .  
I f  it i s ,  w e  d i d  g ive  courses ,  

Q - Do you remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  about t h i s  sub- 
ject? 


A. Not s p e c i f i c ,  s i r ,  j u s t  t h e  b a s i c  t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
Learn a l l  t h e  way from b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  concerning insubordin-  
a t i o n ,  e t  c e t e r a .  

ZTC NOLL: Would you e i a b o r a t e  on khe traksling given p e r t a i n -  
i n g  t o  t h e  handl ing  ~f PW's? 

A. W e  had a jungle camp and a jungle  warfare  c e n t e r ,  
and a b r igade  s t a f f  of N C O q s  and o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were r equ i red  
t o  g ive  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  Now where they  came from I do no t  
know. V e  fu rn i shed  some of t h e  mi-ks--Curnished rnen t o  i t s  
committees, b u t  I b e l i e v e  some of t h e  members of t h e  commit- 
tees were from o u t s i d e  of t h e  b r igade .  They gave t h e  major- 
i t y  of t h e  jungle  t r a i n i n g ,  mines and booby t r a p s ,  and PW's ,  
and sea rch  and s e i z u r e .  Now, p r i o r  t o  forming t h e  committee, 
w e  d i d  g ive  c l a s s e s  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  know from 
day t o  day from t h e  t i m e  w e  go t  t o  Hawaii when w e  w e r e  leav-
ing .  So, of cour se ,  we were r e q u i r e d  t o  g ive  a l l  of  t h e s e  
t y p e s  of c l a s s e s .  This t y p e  of i n s t r u c t i o n  was improved up- 
on,  and they  d i d n ' t  form a committee f o r  i t s  purpose.  Unfor-
t u n a t e l y ,  I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  as many of  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  a s  I would 
have l i k e d  t o .  I n  my job a s  t h e  XO, t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  t i m e  
I had t o  s t i c k  around t h e  a r e a  because t h e  CO was o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  wi th  t h e  company. 

(MR WALSH en te red  t h e  hea r ing .  ) 
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COL WILSON: I recognize ,  M r .  MUNDY, t h a t  you were n o t  on t h e  
ope ra t ion ,  and you very probably d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  any of  
the planning f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  bu t  I would l i k e  t o  know i f  
you had--separate what you know about it now from what you 
knew about it then--.if you had any knowledge t h a t  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  was coming o f f .  what knowledge d i d  you have of i t ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  advance n o t i c e ,  about one day 's  advance 
n o t i c e  t h a t  they  were l eav ing  t h e  f i r e  base .  A s  t o  e x a c t l y  
where they were going and what they  were going t o  do,  I 
rece ived  no informat ion  on t h a t .  The reason I had t o  have 
p r i o r  knowledge i s  t h a t  I had t o  c l e a r  a l l  of t h e  equipment 
o f f  t h e  f i r e  base ,  t h e  equipment they  c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  wi th  
them. I had t o  make p lans  f o r  t h i s  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g ,  be-
cause a new u n i t  normally moves on t o  t h e  f i r e  base  when one 
moves o f f .  

Q - Where w e r e  you l o c a t e d ?  

A. I believe-depends on which day, s i r .  I mean t h e  
15th, I b e l i e v e  I was i n  Duc Pho. 

Q You j u s t  made a s t a t emen t ,  and a s  f a r  a s  I know 
it wasn ' t  in tended ,  t h a t  B Company was t o  leave  t h i s  f i r e  
base  f o r  an extended pe r iod .  Now, how long--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  Any t i m e  they leave  t h e  f i r e  base--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing)  Even i f  it 's ove rn igh t?  

A. They never  have as f a r  a s  I know. 

Q- And you c l e a r e d  t h e  base whenever they l e f t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Now, how d i d  you normally do t h i s ?  Take a couple  
of h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  there t o  p i ck  up t h e  s t u f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They u s u a l l y  l e f t  z man o r  t w o  behind 
t o  accumulate a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  and guard it u n t i l  I could g e t  
out  t he re .  Normally I would f l y  ou t  w i th  t h e  resupply  chop-
p e r  t h a t  was going t o  supply ano the r  u n i t ,  and on t h e  way 
back we'd drop by t h e  f i r e  base ,  p ick  up t h e  equipment, and 
b r i n g  it back t o  the t r a i n s  a rea .  
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Q What type  of equipment a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. W e l l ,  we had some t e n t s ,  2 9 2  antennas,  food con-
t a i n e r s ,  and t h i n g s  t h a t  they  c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  wi th  them i n  t h e  
field t o  make t h i n g s  more l i v e a b l e .  

Q e  So, the h o t  chow t h a t  goes ou t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  du r ing  
t h e  ope ra t ion  comes from Duc Pho? 

A. Not f o r  my ope ra t ions .  I t  came from Chu La i ,  our  
forward a rea .  

9- The forward t r a i n s  provided t h e  chow? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q . I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you took t h e  evening meal o u t  
t h e r e ,  the ho t  meal, it came from Chu Lai?  

A. It came from Chu Lai .  

Q And who would usua l ly  accompany t h a t ?  

A. Usually a member of my s t a f f  o r  poss ib ly  one of 
t h e  men from t h e  t r a i n s  a rea  i t s e l f ,  t h e  S4 s e c t i o n .  

Q. How d i d  you normally--if you wanted them t o  have 
h o t  chow, d i d  they  g e t  a ho t  meal every day i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Almost always. 

Q. And you would arrange f o r  t h i s  by r a d i o  from Duc 
Pho? 

A. No, sir.  I t r a v e l e d  back and f o r t h  between Duc 
Pho and Chu La i  almost every day. 

Q So you could l a y  t h i s  on wi thou t  any problems? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. You must have h.ad an idea--.or maybe you didn 't--
you have t o  have some n o t i c e  as t o  where the company in t ends  
t o  be i f  they  ' re going t o  g e t  h o t  chow? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

9 
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Q Did you know where they  were going t o  be on t h e  
16th  f o r  t h e  evening meal? 

A. No, sir.  They c a l l  me i n  t h e  morning o f  t h e  day 
t h a t  they wanted t h e  h o t  meal-

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Then you ' re  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  you 
g e t  s e v e r a l  hours n o t i c e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we have t o  have. I f  I can remember ,cor-
r e c t l y ,  we had t o  have n o t i f i c a t i o n  about 9 o r  10 o ' c l o c k  
i n  t h e  morning. 

Q Where they were going t o  be i f  they  wanted a h o t  
meal? 

A. Not e x a c t l y  where they were going t o  b e ,  b u t  what 
they wanted, whether it w a s  food, ammunition, o r  comrno equip-
ment, o r  anything they might need. 

Q. And you would f i n d  t h i s  out  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. They were supposed t o  c a l l  me every morning be t -
ween 9 and 10 o 'c lock.  

Q. And you wouid send somebody from your forward 
t r a i n s  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  Usual ly,  y e s ,  sir. I t  d id  vary i f  they  were a b l e  
t o  d e l i v e r  chow t o  more than one u n i t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  one 
a i r c r a f t .  Then i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  somebody from one of t h e  
o t h e r  u n i t s  accompanied t h e  a i r c r a f t .  There ' s  a l i m i t e d  
amount of space i n  t h e r e .  J u s t  a s  long a s  somebody is  famil-
i a r  wi th  t h e  se tup  and how much of what goes t o  whom. 

Q. Well., you d idnst r e a l l y  have any--as s t a t e d ,  as  I 
understand it, you d i d n ' t  have any knowledge of t h i s  opera t ion  
being a b i g  opera t ion  and t h i s  being something b i g  tc t h e  
Task Force Barker. There was no g r e a t  to-do about t h i s  t h i n g ,  
j u s t  another  opera t ion .  Did you know whether it was going t o  
be a t a s k  f o r c e  opera t ion  o r  a company opera t ion?  

A. I had no i d e a ,  sir. 
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Q. A s  f a r  as  you knew, t h e  company was j u s t  going t o  
t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Right ,  sir. Regardless of where they go o r  what 
they  do, I g e t  t h e  same--basically t h e  same amount of ammuni-
t i o n ,  C-rations , e t  c e t e r a .  

Q- Now, on t h e  b a s i s  of resupply and s o  f o r t h ,  i s  it 
unusual o r  is t h e r e  anything abnormal about r eques t ing  a l a r g e  r e -
supply of demoli t ions each day? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  There were a l o t  of 
a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l s  t h a t  we cons tan t ly  had t o  des t roy  and, of 
course ,  booby t r a p s  and o t h e r  th-ings of t h i s  na tu re .  

Q Do you remember o r  do you r e c a l l  during t h i s  per-
iod  t h a t  a l a r g e  amount of demoli t ions went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  on 
a resupply b a s i s ?  

A. Not i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  s ir .  

Q. Within t h e  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  o r  18 March time frame? 

A. I wouldn ' t  say anything unusually l a r g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  time whether t h e r e  were any
engineers  requested f o r  demolit ion purposes during t h i s  per-
iod?  

A. I always requested them. 

Q You did?  Did you ever  g e t  them? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you g e t  any f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I donl . t  know, sir. When I had t h e  company myself 
I always requested them and I always go t  them, and I used them 
f o r  demolit ion and mind d e t e c t i o n .  

Q You don't  have any knowledge a s  t o  whether o r  no t  
t h e r e  were any on t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, t h e r e  i s  some ques t ion  about blowing bunkers. 
With your experience when you used t h e s e  eng inee r s ,  what 
method d i d  they use t o  blow t h e s e  bunkers. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A.  I ' v e  never been out  when they 've  blown t h e  bunkers. 

Q W e l l ,  what methods d i d  B Company use when they  
blew a bunker? 

A. Offhand, I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q =  Well, who had the demolit ions i n  t h e  u n i t ?  The 
demoli t ions must have gone i n  on somebody's back? 

A.  W e l l ,  they  had a man from each p la toon.  

Q. Who c a r r i e d  demoli t ions? 

A. Who c a r r i e d  it and a l s o  used it, j u s t  about every-
body can use it. 

Q a W e l l ,  w e  'r e  t a l k i n g  about d e s t r u c t i o n  of bunkers 
now. We're t a l k i n g  &out--as far a s  I can--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I would say offhand it would t a k e  
an engineer  t o  des t roy  a bunker. 

Q - So, i f  any demoli t ions were used i n  t a c t i c a l  oper-
a t i o n s ,  t h i s  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  t h i n g  o r  search  and des t roy ,  i f  
you t re  going t~ des t roy  bunkers,  you ' re  going t o  have t o  c a r r y  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of demoli t ions.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  I v~ouldsay more than  usua l ,  sir. 

Q =  Yoc don't remember a t  t h i s  t i n e  a l a r g e  amount of 
demoli t ions and a l a r g e  azount of engineers  coming i n t o  t h e  
company? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I don ' t .  
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Q. I want t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of throwing charges  
i n t o  a bunker  and des t roy ing  the bunker. There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  
between throwing charges  ic t o  c l e a r  and t o  d e s t r o y -

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  When somebody knew what t hey  were doing,  
I would say  t h a t ' s  t h e  case .  I imagine t h e r e  a r e  a few p r i -
v a t e s  who a r e n ' t  eng inee r s  and who t h i n k  they  could  d e s t r o y  
it i n  t h a t  manner. 

& Small  charges?  

A. Depending on how w e l l  f o r t i f i e d  t h e  bunker i s .  
Right  around Duc Pho w e  had some of  o u r  guard bunkers de-
s t r o y e d .  They a r e  n o t  underground bunkers .  They ' r e  above 
ground, sandbagged about  a f o o t  and a h a l f  o r  2 f e e t ,  and 
w e r e  complete ly  des t royed  by j u s t  someone throwing a  charge 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q- Enough concussion from t h e  b l a s t  cou ld  t a k e  c a r e  
o f  i t ?  

A. I t  could  k i l l  everybody i n  it and l e v e l  t h e  bunker.  

Q - Above ground? 

A.  Right ,  sir.  

Q - W e l l ,  now, l e t  me ask you. Do you recall  t h e  t i m -
i n g  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s ,  when you went i n t o  the o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a  on t h e  16 th  o f  March? 

A.  I went in--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  s o r r y ,  on t h e  17 th  o f  March. 
What t ime d i d  you go i n ?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  the morning, I imagine,  around 9 
o r  1 0  o ' c lock .  

Q - About 9 o r  l o ?  What d i d  you have aboard 
when ycu went i n ?  What d i d  you t a k e  i n  w i t h  you? 
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A.  Lieutenant  LEWIS and myself ,  and I b e l i e v e  we had 
some b a s i c  i tems,  r a d i o  b a t t e r i e s  and some ammunition. I 'm 
no t  r e a l l y  sure .  We d i d n ' t  have a heavy load. We got  o f f  
and t h e  guy got  out  of t h e r e  r e a l  f a s t ,  s o  we d i d n ' t  have a 
heck of a l o t  of s t u f f .  We took o f f  o u t  of D o t t i e ,  and a l l  
of our  supp'lies were up i n  Chu Lai ,  s o  anything we had was 
minimal, probably something I picked up from t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was 
the re .  

Q =  Did you and LEWIS d r i v e  down t o  Dot t i e?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  we drove o r  flew, sir.  I d o n ' t  
th ink  we drove. I t ' s  n o t  a very n i c e  d r i v e ,  b u t  I have d r iven  
it. 

Q. But you flew i n t o  Dot t i e .  What I'm saying ,  you 
say t h a t  you l e f t  from Dot t i e .  I f  you flew i n t o  Dot t i e  you 
could have taken--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I could have. I t h i n k  I flew up 
from Duc Pho? 

Q - .  So you came up from .Duc Pho? 

A. Because t h a t ' s  where Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n .  

Q e  Did t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  t a k e  you i n t o  t h e  objec-
t i v e  a rea  t h a t  you came up from Duc Pho i n ?  

A.  I don 't remember offhand. 

Q You could have brought some s u p p l i e s  wi th  you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  if t h e r e  was anybody e l s e -on 
t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  su re .  

Q. We have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  was a photo-
grapher o r  a j o u r n a l i s t  t h a t  went out  t h e r e  t h a t  day, suppos-
edly  went o u t  t h e r e  t h e  same time you d i d ,  and t h e  man a l l e g -
edly  had a MACV patch ,  a s o f t  h a t  o r  jungle h a t ,  and jungle 
f a t i g u e s ?  
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A .  I would say no offhand, b u t  I wouldn ' t  swear t o  it. 
No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  Af te r  we s e t t l e d  down t h e r e  and moved 
down t h e  t r a i l  awhile,  I t a l k e d  t o  Captain MICHLES f o r  q u i t e  
some time. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  anybody--the only people t h a t  were 
t h e r e  were two of these  Vietnamese policemen. 

Q - You mean i n  t h e  area?  

A .  Right,  t h e r e  when we a r r ived .  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out  i f  he w a s  on your h e l i -  
copter?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t ,  I ' m  su re  
he would have been--I s tayed with Captain MICHLES t h a t  e n t i r e  
day, and I ' m  s u r e  he would have been i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I ' m  
s u r e  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q - Well, maybe and maybe no t ,  b u t  t h e  ques t ion  is t h a t  
you l e f t  Duc Pho and went t o  Dot t i e .  What d i d  you go t o  Dot- 
t i e  f o r ?  Why d i d n ' t  you go on i n t o  the  o b j e c t i v e  area?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I knew whether they were i n  the  ob- 
j e c t i v e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  th ink  I knew where they were exac t ly .  

Q- The only p l a c e  you could f i n d  out  was Dot t ie?  

A.  Lieutenant  LEWIS had t o  t a l k  with the  colonel  be- 
f o r e  he went ou t .  

Q - Colonel BARKER? 

A. Right.  This i s  normal procedure,  t o  go i n  and be ,  
b r i e f e d  and s o  on. 

Q. You l e f t  Duc Pho i n  the  morning and you went t o  
Dot t i e  with Lieutenant  LEWIS. Did he t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER 
t h a t  morning? 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  he d id .  

Q. . D o  you know what time? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q. And t h i s  was before  going i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  area?  
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A. Right. I tend t o  t h i n k  it was Colonel BARKER'S 
chopper t h a t  w e  f lew o u t  on. 

Q. With Colonel BARKER? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he w a s  wi th  us. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
SO,  I ' m  n o t  sure .  

Q - Think back on t h a t  now as  much a s  you can and t r y  
t o  r e c a l l  i f  anybody t h e r e  went i n  on Colonel BARKER'S chopper? 

A. I know as  soon as we jumped t h a t  guy took o f f .  I f  
Colonel BARKER was t h e r e  he d idn lt g e t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  be-
cause I went immediately over  t o  talk t o  Captain MICHLES,and 
he wasn t the re .  I t  didn 't seem t h a t  he w a s .  

Q. You and LEWIS l e f t  Duc Pho t h a t  morning, and you 
went t o  Dot t i e  t o  f i n d  ou t  where t h e  u n i t  was and give LEWIS 
a chance t o  r e p o r t  i n  t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander. H e  h a d n ' t  
seen him before?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q - And he saw a l l  t h e  new o f f i c e r s  t h a t  came i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - H e  r e p ~ r t e di n  t c  BARKER t h a t  norning. You're sure 
of t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e .  I ' m  s u r e  we wouldn't  
have gone out  u n t i l  we had seen him because t h i s  w a s  one 
of t h e  requirements he had. I always made s u r e ,  I per-
sona l ly  accompanied t h e  of f i c e r s ?  

Q Did you go wi th  him when he saw BARKER t h a t  day? 

A. I ' m  su re  I was i n  t h e  bunker. 

Q G  Did you hear what t h e  discuss ' ion w a s  o r  anything? 
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A.  No. I th ink  a t  t h a t  t ime he  w a s  probably j u s t  gen-
e r a l l y  t o l d  where t h e  u n i t s  were and s o  on. 

Q o  DO you remember t h a t ?  

A.  Not r e a l l y ,  sir. I ' v e  been i n  s o  many of them. 

Q Mow t h i s  i s  t h e  day a f t e r  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q. Does t h i s  f i x  it any b e t t e r ?  W e l l ,  you've already
f i x e d  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  why I went o u t .  

Q *  Why? 

A. I went out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  t a k e  over  t h e  2d Platoon.  

You d i d n ' t  g e t  it, though? 

A. The @8 wouldn't  l e t  me t a k e  it. He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
f e l t  t h a t  what I had t o  do was more important .  Whether t h a t  
was t h e  reason,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. So, you went t o  Dot t i e  and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BAR-
KER and l e f t  LEWIS there. You poss ib ly  took t h e  C&C s h i p  
and went t o  check t h e  a r e a ,  but  you d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  Colonel 
BARKER was wi th  you? 

No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  photographer be ing  with you? 

A. I s u r e  don ' t .  It would have been unusual,  it seems 
t o  me. 

Q- Well, you would have remembered it, wouldn 't you? 

A .  Yes, s i x ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  I would have. 

& =  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  time you got  i n t o  t h e  objec-
t i v e  area?  I be l i eve  you said--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I s a i d  it was r i g h t  around 10 
o 'c lock .  We s p e n t  some t i m e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  They had s e t  up 
somewhere i n  t h e  per imeter .  We spen t  some time t h e r e  t a l k i n g  
and then w e  moved o f f  down t o  t h e  next  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
v i l l a g e s  as  we moved south .  Then we stopped t h e r e  f o r  lunch. 
So, I ' d  say it w a s  r i g h t  around 10 o 'c lock .  

Q - Where was t h e  company when you joined them? 

A. Well, i t ' s  hard  t o  say.  I ' d  say r i g h t  up i n  t h i s  
genera l  a r e a  he re .  I would say where t h e  water  i s  about t h e  
wides t  i n  t h i s  s t ream here .  

Q. This  i s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. You pointed t o  an a r e a  
genera l ly  south of My Khe ( 4 )  , coordinates  743785. , 

A. I t  was genera l ly  across  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
and from t h e r e  w e  moved down t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e .  

Q - From t h e r e  you move from what you p o i n t  t o  as Co 
Lay (1) ? 

A.  Wherever t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  was, t h a t ' s  t h e  one it 
w a s .  

Q. Did you have M r .  WALSH's p o s i t i o n  on t h e  board de-
s c r i b e d  t o  you? 

A. Yes, six, b u t  no t  i n  complete d e t a i l .  

Q Well, M r .  WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  who's been 
designated by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of the  Army t o  a s s i s t  General 
PEERS, and he has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you as  does any 
o t h e r  member of t h i s  board. 

I want t o  in t roduce  some photograph e x h i b i t s ,  and 
as w e  go through t h e s e  e x h i b i t s  which w i l l  be numbered on 
the  back, I want you t o  describe-- j u s t  a minute, l e t  me--
I a m  going t o  do it t h i s  way. I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  a 
s e r i e s  of photographs, and then I ' l l  ques t ion  you about some 
s p e c i f i c  photographs a f t e r  they have been introduced.  These 
photographs a r e  made from 35mm p r i n t s  o r  s l i d e s ,  and have 
been provided by M r ,  Lawrence CONGLETON? Now, I can read 
t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  accompanying t h e  photographs. I ' d  l i k e  t o  
in t roduce  t h e  f i r s t  photograph as  P-216,  descr ibed  a s ,  "A 
photograph leaving  u p t i g h t  looking south towards P i n k v i l l e  
a rea ."  The second photograph i s  P-203, descr ibed  a s ,  "Looking 
back towards Uptight.  " The t h i r d  s l i d e  is  P-204, descr ibed  a s  
"A v i l l a g e  a r e a  en r o u t e  t o  LZ." The next photograph i s  
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P-205, descr ibed  a s ,  "Looking towards t h e  Tra Khuc River;  t h e  
photograph shows a f l i g h t  of f i v e  h e l i c o p t e r s . "  The next  
photograph is P-206, descr ibed a s ,  "Coming i n  f o r  a landing ,  
t r a c e r  i n  middle of p i c t u r e ,  rocket  explosion on ground from 
gunship. " The next  photograph i s  P-207, descr ibed  a s ,  "The same 
as P-216; t h e  photograph show two explosions on t h e  LZ and 
v i o l e t  smoke." The next  photograph i s  P-208, descr ibed  a s ,  
"Pr isoners  appear t o  be ready f o r  e x t r a c t i o n ;  bags over t h e  
head was SOP f o r  e x t r a c t i o n . "  The n e x t  photograph i s  P-209, 
descr ibed  as, "This should be t h e  marker on t h e  map a t  our  
n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  of 1 6  March; f i r e  i s  t h e  burning of t r a s h  from 
resupply and boots  a r e  D S . "  The n e x t  photograph i s  P-210 ,  de-
s c r i b e d  a s ,  "Afternoon of 1 '7  March, female de ta inee  preparing 
lunch f o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  personnel . "  The n e x t  photo- 
graph i s  P-211,  descr ibed a s ,  "South end of narrow land s t r i p .  " 
The next  photograph i s  P-212,  descr ibed  as. "Same as  211." The 
next  photograph i s  P-213, descr ibed a s ,  "Large v i l l a g e  where 
MEDCAP was performed." The nex t  photograph i s  P-214,  descr ibed  
as, "Same as  P-213, showing Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  i n  background. " 
The l a s t  p i c t u r e  i s  P-215, descr ibed  a s ,  "This i s  t h e  p r i s o n e r  
t h a t  escaped. " Accompanying t h e s e  f i lms  i s  a l i s t i n g  of t h e  
capt ions  placed on t h e  f i lms  i n  M r .  CONCLETON1s l e t t e r .  I 
w i l l  ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e s e  photographs 
as I give them t o  you. 

RCDR : M r .  CONGLETON I s  photographs a r e  rece ived  i n  ev i -  
dence as Exh ib i t s  P-203 through P-216.  

COL WILSON: This  i s  216? 

A.  No, s ir .  

A. This  should be Uptight o r  something very c lose  t o  
it. 

A.  I t  could be any one of a number of a reas  i n  t h e  
genera l  v i c i n i t y .  

A. This  is t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  comes down. 

8. This i s  t h e  ent rance  of t h e  T r a  Khuc River i n t o  t h e  
South China Sea? 
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A. This  i s  t h e  i n l e t ,  and w e  were on t h i s  s i d e  when 

w e  came down t h e  peninsula .  


Q. Is t h e r e  any i d e n t i f y i n g  mark on t h o s e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  recognize any. 

A. This  is  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  i n l e t .  Here 's  

t h e  i n l e t  coming r i g h t  through he re ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  w e s t  

s i d e .  


Q. P-207. Is t h a t  a graveyard? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. It is a graveyard? 

A. It  appears t o  be ,  and it could be. Anyway, you see 
it almost a l l  t h e  way from Duc Pho on up t o  Chu La i .  

Q - P-208. Do you recognize t h i s  a rea?  Did you see 

t h e s e  p r i sone r s  when you went t o  j o i n  B Company? 


A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  

were i n  t h a t  much of an open a rea .  When I f i r s t  went t h e r e ,  

it was more of a heavily-wooded a r e a  than  t h a t .  


Q. P-209 i s  supposedly,  according t o  t h e  cap t ion ,  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  u n i t  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March. Were t h e y  t h e r e  

t h e  n e x t  morning o r  do you recognize t h a t ?  . 


A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  sir.  I d o n u t  remember any t y p e  
, o f  glowing s t r u c t u r e  a t  a l l .  

Q. This  i s  P-210. Do you renember t h e  .ARW mil i - ta ry 

having a Vietnamese woman with them? 


A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  where w e  had lunch t h a t  day. 

Q a  
 How do you i d e n t i f y  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess it could be any p lace  a t  any time. 
There were bu i ld ings  of  t h i s  type ,  and t h e r e  were two V i e t -
namese. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were m i l i t a r y ,  I b e l i e v e  they  
were p o l i c e .  They went and caught some chickens,  and had a 
woman prepare them. 
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Q- hey had one of t h e  women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was 
it somebody they had with them? 

A. I th ink  they found h e r  i n  one of t h e  h u t s .  I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any Vietnamese a t  a19 o r  anybody b u t  the  two m i l i -
t a r y  when I g o t  o f f  the  aircraft, 

Q- Do you remember e a t i n g  here?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  we went down t h e  h i l l  t h i s  
way when they prepared t h e  chicken. Of course,  we had t o  e a t  
some. 

A. The only p l a c e  I saw it t h a t  whi te  was i n  t h e  very 
t i p .  

Q- Did you go down with t h e  u n i t  a l l  +he way t o  t h e  
tip t h a t  day? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

A. This  i s  t h e  same a r e a  down i n  t h e  t i p .  

A. This  could be j u s t  about any p lace .  

Q When you g o t  i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  we 're  t a l k i n g
about t h e  southern  t i p  now--

MR WALSH: M r .  MUNDY, do Lou r e c o l l e c t  anything out  of t h e  
ord inary  about  a r e p o r t  of t h e  f i r s t  day ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  of Task' 
Force Barker o t h e r  than  Lieutenant  COCHRAN g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. I suppose t h a t  was my primary concern. I wanted 
t o  determine how he had died.  I heard var ious  s t o r i e s .  

Q Had you heard t h a t  Task Force Barker had repor ted  
128 VC k i l l e d  t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  I d id .  I don1t know t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e s ,  
b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I was t o l d .  Regardless of where I was 
loca ted ,  whether it would be Duc Pho, o r  Chu L a i ,  o r  D o t t i e ,  I 
would always be i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  
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Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody about the  suc-
cess t h a t  they had encountered? Did you h e a r  any conversa-
t i o n s  from people  about t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  it was p r imar i ly  C Company t h a t  g o t  t h e  
body count. I probably wished it was us. 

Q - But you d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody a t  Duc 
Pho about  i t ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q Nothing unusual  s t i c k s  i n  your mind about t h e  f i r s t  
day of  the o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y ,  because I c a n ' t  remember which oper-
a t i o n  is  which. I t h i n k  w e  had one where w e  had a very h igh  
body count  i n  t h e  same a rea .  I j u s t  knew t h a t  any t i m e  t h a t  
you went i n t o  t h a t  area t h a t  you were going t o  come up w i t h  
a p r e t t y  good body count  and you w e r e  going t o  g e t  q u i t e  a 
few c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. Now, when you went o u t  and you landed,  do you re-
member i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed on a t r a i l  i n  t h e  middle o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. When I landed? 

Q Yes. 

A. No, sir ,  it d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  a r e a  looked l i k e  when the 
chopper s e t  down? 

A. I was a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was b a r e l y  enough room f o r  
us t o  s e t  down. I t  was p r e t t y  heav i ly  wooded, and it was, as 
I s a i d ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  where w e  had lunch at. A l -
though I d o n ' t  know, maybe a couple  hundred meters. 

Q. Do you remember a cement b r idge  t h a t  t h e  company 
had come ac ross  t h a t  morning? Have you eve r  seen  t h a t ?  

A. No, I was sou th  of t h a t .  When I d i d  l and ,  they  
t o l d  me t h a t  TAYLOR had s tepped  on a mine i n  t h e  gene ra l  vi-
c i n i t y .  I asssumed t h a t  i t  was t h e  same b r i d g e  t h a t  they had 
t o  c ross  t o  g e t  on t h e  peninsula .  
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Q. Right.  Could you take a look a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photo- 
graph and s e e  i f  you can pick out  more p r e c i s e l y  t h e  po in t  
a t  which t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down? Well, l e t  me o r i e n t  you 
here .  

(MR WALSH o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  t h e  Exhibi t  MAP-4.) 

So, i s  it correct t o  say ,  M r .  MUNDY, your b e s t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  you landed i n  a wooded a r e a  a t  approximately 
500 meters o r  s o  south  of t h e  b r idge  where the  s p i t  of land  i s ,  
i t s  narrowest p o i n t ,  and t h e  water  t o  t h e  west is  a t  i t s  
widest?  

A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - A t  approximately t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  coordina tes  
t h a t  you e a r l i e r  gave t o  Colonel WILSON? 

A.  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - You g o t  o f f  the  chopper, I think you s a i d ,  and 
went immediately t o  Captain MICHLES? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. And you nad a iong d i scuss ion  wi th  him? 

A .  Yes, no t  a s  long as  we d i d  when we s a t  down f o r  
lunch. 

Q. I s e e .  Could you s e e  any t roops  working a t  t h e  
t ime when you g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper? 

A. No. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, they had a per imeter  s e t  up a t  t h e  time. 

Q- Do you remember who was i n  t h e  per imeter?  J u s t  t h e  
command group o r  was t h e r e  one of t h e  platoons o r  more? 

A. The 2d Platoon was t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e  major- 
i t y  of t h e  weapons platoon. They were used f o r  a dual  pur- 
pose, CP s e c u r i t y  and as  a mortar squad. They j u s t  c a r r i e d  
one mortar. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether they had t h e  mortar t h e r e ,  
b u t  being a previous platoon l eader  of t h e  weapons platoon,  
I knew most of t h e i r  men. 
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Q. Now, we've had cons iderable  testimony t h a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  br inging  i n  Lieutenant  LEWIS put  down no t  f a r  from 
t h e  end of t h e  cement b r idge ,  about 500  meters nor th  of where 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  p laces  it, i n  an a r e a  where o t h e r  testimony 
would tend  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon had a  per imeter  
along with 81 mortars .  Also it appears t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon 
s tayed i n  t h a t  a r e a  secur ing  t h a t  end of t h e  br idge  a l l  t h a t  
day, and t h a t  n i g h t  i n  an ambush p o s i t i o n .  So I j u s t  ask you 
i f  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of s e t t i n g  down i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  i s  abso lu te ly  c e r t a i n  i n  your mind, and could you 
have been c l o s e r  up t o  t h a t  br idge c ross ing  a t  t h e  t ime you 
put  down? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  your b r ing ing  up t h e  p o i n t  makes m e  
more su re  t h a t  I a m  c o r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I landed where I 
d i d  land and t h a t  I remember them t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e  b r idge  
they  had crossed  w a s  up t h a t  way. T h a t ' s  where TAYLOR had 
g o t  h i t ,  and they d i d  have a platoon up t h e r e  blocking.  T h a t ' s  
where Sergeant MCCLOUD was s e t  up a t  t h a t  t ime. The reason 
I say t h i s  i s  because Captain MICHLES had intended t o  g ive  
t h e  3d Platoon t o  Lieutenant  LEWIS, b u t  s i n c e  they  were some 
d i s t a n c e  away he decided t o  leave  t h e  p la toon under Sergeant  
MCCLOUD.. He, a t  t h a t  t ime ass igned Lieutenant  LEWIS t o  t h e  
2d Platoon. 

Q s  I see .  

A. Wnat I had i n  inind was Lieu.tenarit LEWIS t o  go t o  
t h e  3d Platoon and me t o  t a k e  over  t h e  2d, which was Lieuten-
a n t  COCHRAN 's . 
Q - Well, when you say they  were s e t  up i n  a  per imeter ,  
would t h a t  be a per imeter  they  would normally form f o r  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  when it s e t  down, o r  was it something t h a t  
they had set  up t o  s t a y  fox a while? 

I th ink  it was j u s t  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r . t o  come i n .  

Q And s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you put  down, d i d  t h e  t roops  move 
o u t  again? 

A.  I th ink  we t a l k e d  f o r  10 o r  15 minutes discus sing^ 
t h e  var ious  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and assignments, and then  we d i d  
move out .  

. . 

Q. Do you remember who t h e  o rde r  of  march was s e t  up?
I n  o t h e r  words, which platoon was where among t h e  platoons 
t h a t  were moving south? 
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A. Well, we d i d n ' t  have a p o i n t  platoon.  We had two 
p o i n t  platoons I guess you would c a l l  it. We had the  2d on the 
l e f t  as you head south and t h e  1st on t h e  r i g h t .  Really they 
were on l e f t  and r i g h t ,  but  they were very c lose  t o  each o t h e r  
moving, and we were d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  two as  I remember. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was a r idge  o r  high ground 
t h a t  sepa ra ted  these  two platoons as  they moved south? 

A. Yes. There is  a r i d g e  r i g h t  along the  beach, and 
it looks almost manmade. Nhere t h e  i n l e t  i s ,  almost from t h e  
i n l e t  out  t o  t h e  beach, i s  low ground. I imagine t h e  i n l e t  
f i l l e d  t h e  e n t i r e  a rea  a t  one time. Then t h e r e  i s  a  high 
r i s e ;  it looks l i k e  i t ' s  almost manmade. 

Q. And t h a t ' s  immediately behind the  beach? 

A. Right.  

Q* So t h a t  would put  t h e  2d Platoon v i r t u a l l y  walking 
down t h e  beach on t h i s  s i d e ,  and t h e  1st Platoon in land separ-  
a t e d  from t h e  2d Platoon by t h e  r i s e  of t h e  ground? 

A. I th ink  a t  times they weren ' t  a c t u a l l y  on t h e  
beach, and then  again a t  times they were. I th ink  sometimes 
they  were In  wooded a reas .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  this b i g  d iv id ing  
k n o l l  ran  p e r f e c t l y  adjacent  t~ t h e  beach a t  a l l  t imes.  

Q- What p la toon d i d  t h e  CP group go south  with? 

A. Well, w e  were p r e t t y  much behind t h e  1st Platoon, 
because of t h e  kno l l .  Because t h e  2d was separa ted ,  t h e  
1st had t o  t ake  t h e  e n t i r e  in land  a r e a  a l l  t h e  way over  t o  t h e  
i n l e t .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any hootches i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you put 
down i n  when you joined t h e  company? 

A. No. 

Q- Did you s e e  any hootches burning as  you approached 
t h e  p o i n t  .where you put  down? 

A. Not on our  s i d e .  There were hootches burning on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
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COL WILSON: You're po in t ing  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  on t h e  i n l e t  
of  .My Khe. 

MR WALSH: How f a r  down d i d  you s e e  before  you encountered 
any hootches? 

A.  I 'd say around 200 meters . It couldn 't have been 
much more than  t h a t .  

Q Now, what w a s  being done by t h e  1st Platoon when 
they  went i n t o  an area where hootches--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We s t a r t e d  burning some of them 
and then w e  decided t o  e a t  lunch t h e r e ,  s o  they were i n s t r u c t e d  
t o  s t o p  burning t h e  hootches u n t i l  we could s e t  somewhere with 
a perimeter .  We had lunch t h e r e .  

Q 9 Were t h e r e  any.people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. They weren ' t  v i s i b l e  when we walked i n .  I b e l i e v e  
they  found a few women i n s i d e  of some h u t s .  

Q. Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  a s  you approached t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. None wnatsoever,  j u s t  pr ior--1 b e i i e v e  it was j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  us approaching t h e  v i l l a g e ,  p r i o r  t o  having lunch,  
t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon t h a t  'was over  on t h e  beach repor ted  two 
VC, and t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  one ,of them. 

Q. Did you hear  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

No, I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q. How about t h e  people searching  t h e  hootches now, 
i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  you heard no f i r i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A .  There w a s  no f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q How about demol i t ions ,  explosions? 
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A.  Y e s ,  we d i d  hea r  some demo. Some of t h e  hootches 
have t h e s e  underground s h e l t e r s ,  and they  were des t roying  these .  
They weren ' t  allowed--they were doing t h i s  during lunch, bu t  
they d i d n ' t  s e t  these  hootches a f i r e .  They were j u s t  caving 
i n  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  hootch, and these  t o  my knowledge were 
a l l  searched ou t  be fo re  they were biown. However, I cou ldn ' t  
swear t o  that e i t h e r .  I d i d n ' t  go around wi th  t h e  men when 
they were doing t h i s .  T o  my knowledge, t h a t  was t h e i r  in- 
s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q e  Did you hea r  t h a t  they weren ' t  always following 
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A No, sir.  Captain MICHLES wouldn ' t  have s tood 
f o r  it. He w a s  a very s t rong  l eader .  We a l l  respected  him. 

Q. When you g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you described-- 
w e l l ,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  how b i g  was t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It covered a f a i r l y  good-size area as f a r  as  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  go. I guess it was--oh, about an aver-
age v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i t  wasn ' t  . r e a l l y  packed toge the r  l i k e  some 
of them f a r t h e r  in land.  

Q. Was it approximately round i n  shape o r  was it s t r u n g  
s u t  along the t r a i l ?  LGLL as?Can you "-'" 

A. I t  was longer  than it was wide, and, of course,  it 
was p roh ib i t ed  from being any wider by t h e  ocean and t h e  
i n l e t .  

Q *  Did it run a l l  the  way from t h e  ocean t o  the  in-  
l e t ?  

A. I ' d  say it did.  

Q *  About how long down t h e  t r a i l  d i d  it s t r e t c h ?  

A. W e  walked f o r  q u i t e  a whi le  it seems. O f  course,  
we were t ak ing  i t  very slowly, 300 o r  400 meters poss ib ly .  
A s  I s a i d ,  it was s t r u n g  o u t ,  and a f t e r ,  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of 
the  v i l l a g e ,  you might f i n d  a hootch q u i t e  some d i s t a n c e  
from another  hootch. 

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  having lunch? 
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A .  I would say an hour. 

Q Did t h e  1st  Platoon s t a y  with t h e  CP group during 
t h a t  hour o r  d i d  they  move o u t  f u r t h e r  south? 

A.  I t h i n k  they s e t  up p a r t  of t h e i r  per imeter  f o r  t h e  
south ,  but  they d i d n ' t  keep moving. 

Q Now, you had a long t a l k  wi th  Captain MICHLES a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  I understood you? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Who else w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e .time you were having 
your conversat ion? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM and probably BOAT-
MAN, Lieutenant  BOATMAN, and, of course,  CONGLETON, and probably 
MARSHALL. We k e p t  somewhat separa ted .  I t  was u s u a l l y  a good 
idea .  Tha t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  who was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  LEWIS 
came i n .  I th ink  he s t ayed  o u t  on t h e  beach. 

Q. Did you have any d i scuss ions  about 1st  P la toon ' s  
opera t ion  t h e  day before?  

A. No. I t h i n k  WILLINGHAM mentioned t h a t  he had s o  
many k i l l s ,  body count ,  which I a l ready knew anyway. 

Q - Did he describe the zction at all? 

A .  No, no t  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I t ' s  very 
s t r ange  t h a t  they r e a l l y  don ' t  t a l k  too  much about what they 
do. I t  would s e e m  unusual t o  someone t h a t  w a s n ' t  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  a l l  t h e  t ime,  bu t  you come t o  understand t h a t  they  j u s t  
d o n ' t  c a r e  t o  d i scuss  to, 

Q *  It doesn t seem unusual t o  me? 

A. Well, it depends on how many war movies you've seen. 

Q- Well, was t h e r e  any d iscuss ion  as  t o  how many o f  
t h e  body count r epor ted  ,the day before  were women and c h i l -
dren? 

A.  NO,  sir. Discussion was p r imar i ly  what happened 
t o  Lieutenant  COCHRAN a s  f a r  a s  I remember, and again ,  t h i s  
d iscuss ion  as  t o  poss ib ly  m e  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and Lieu-
t e n a n t  CARTER being XO when he g o t  back. 
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Q 0 Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  about t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
opera t ion ,  f o r  example, with r e s p e c t  t o  burning t h e  hootches,  
and des t roying  l i v e s t o c k ,  and mat ters  of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. There weren't--not r e a l l y ,  j u s t  genera l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  Captain MICHLES gave Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t h a t  a l l  
t h e  hootches were t o  be burned. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of 
l i v e s t o c k  around t h e r e ,  and none of it w a s  harmed as  f a r  a s  
I know. There were no sho t s  f i r e d .  

Q Did t h e  1st Platoon have any de ta inees  a t  t h a t  
po in t?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q Did you see  any people around t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ?  

A. About two-thirds of t h e  way through t h e r e  was an 
o l d  man, very o l d ,  and I th ink  one of t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  
t a l k e d  t o  him. He w a s  harmless as f a r  a s  I know. He was 
near h i s  hootcil, and he hal! a l o t  of r e l i g i c u s  th ings  and s o  
on. I b e l i e v e  they allowed him t o  remove them o r  something. 

Q. They had t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  t h e r e  when you
ar r ived?  

-n 
A&. Yes .  

Q. How many. 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two. 

Q. -Were they i n  uniform? 

A. Right.  

Q- I n  o t h e r  f a t i g u e s  t h a t  were l i k e  uniforms? 

A. It seems t o  me they were i n  f a t i g u e s .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  they had helmets on though they had caps on. I 
th ink  they had l i t t l e  s h o r t ,  snubnose revolvers .  

Q- Were t h e r e  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any unless  these  two were s o l d i e r s .  
They d i d n ' t  appear t o  me t o  be s o l d i e r s .  

Q- How about a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ?  
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A. I th ink  w e  used t h e  policemen f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
It is  kind of h a r d .  t o  say because I wasn ' t  out  t h e r e  long 
enough, and everybody was p r e t t y  much spread o u t .  Of course,  
you ' re  supposed t o  be,  b u t  it seems t o  me they  would have 
been wi th  the  CP group. I f  they were, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 
They could have been wi th  another  platoon.  

Q *  Did you s e e  any f i r i n g  a t  a boat  f u l l  of people 
on t h e  i n l e t  of w a t e r  t o  t h e  west of your a r e a  dur ing  t h e  day? 

A. I n l e t ?  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any boats  i n  t h e  i n l e t ,  
nothing. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  you f i n i s h e d  lunch? 

A. Then w e  s t a r t e d  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
burning a l l  t h e  hootches,  us ing  demoli t ions t o  des t roy  t h e s e  
bunkers o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  them. 

Q - Have you t o l d  us everyth ing  t h a t  you can remember 
about t h e  conversat ion a t  lunchtime? Is t h e r e  anymore t h a t  
s t i c k s  i n  your mind t h a t  might be of  i n t e r e s t  t o  us? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. J u s t  what we had planned t o  
do was t o  move down through and f i n i s h  burning t h e  hootches 
and move a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  t i p .  I th ink  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  
we had a conversat ion with t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  and they s a i d  
t h e r e  was a number of people down south t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  
they s a i d  they w e r e  g e t t i n g  onto boa t s  t o  c ross  over  t o  t h e  
s t r i p  on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  

Q Do you remember i f  t h i s  operation--burning a l l  t h e  
hootches and v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you went through was t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
than o t h e r  opera t ions?  Was t h i s  more o r  l e s s  SOP? 

A. I ' d  say it was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  It  was t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  t h a t  I had been aware t h a t  we d i d  burn hootches.  It w a s  
my understanding t h a t  we'd a l ready been through t h a t  before  
and t h a t  t h e  people were n o t  supposed t o  be t h e r e .  They'd 
been moved ou t  b e f o r e ,  and they  weren ' t  supposed t o  r e t u r n .  
I f  they d i d ,  t h i s  was t h e  reason they were burning t h e  hootches. 
Apparently this i s  reason they  w e r e  b-urning t h e  hootches.  Now, 
where I got  t h a t  information from I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a genera l  understanding. 
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Q- Then you moved ou t  and cont inued burn ing  hootches 
as you moved south .  Would you t e l l  us eve ry th ing  you can 
remember about  moving south?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  about it. I t ' s  p r e t t y  bo r ing  r e a l l y ,  
just s t e a d i l y  plodding along. 

a=  Did you n o t i c e  any f i r i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some when w e  g o t  a l l  t h e  way 
down t o  t h e  t i p .  The 1st Platoon was ahead o f  us .  I d i d n ' t  
see any f i r i n g ,  anyone f i r i n g ,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies .  
The ones t h a t  were supposed t o  have been k i l l e d  on t h e  c o a s t ,  
I d i d n ' t  see them e i t h e r ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know. Lieu tenant  LEWIS, 
as I s a i d ,  took the 2d Platoon.  H e  was t h e  one t h a t  r epor t ed  
t o  Captain MICHLES t h a t  he had seen two k i l l e d .  I remember 
because he was very e x c i t e d  over  t h e  f i r s t  t ime h e ' d  eve r  been 
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. You g o t  down t o  t h e  end of t h e  pen insu la ,  and you 
hea rd  some f i r i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know what it was about?  

A. No, I th ink- - i f  I remember r i g h t ,  Captain  MICHLES 
c a l l e d  him and asked him why. I d o n ' t  remember what t h e  
reason  was, and then he t o l d  them t o  s top .  Then h e  moved down 
i n t o  t h e  pen insu la  a r e a ,  and t h e  1st  Platoon was a l r eady  spread  
o u t  around t h e  t i p  t h e r e .  

Q. Why d i d  he t e l l  them t o  s top?  Doesn' t  t h a t  s e e m  
odd t o  you? 

A. Apparently they  d i d n ' t  have any good reason t o  do 
it o r  they  c o u l d n ' t  g ive  him a s u f f i c i e n t  exp lana t ion .  There 
w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of spo rad ic  f i r i n g .  

Q. A f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  f a i r l y  b i g  v i l l a g e  where you had 
lunch,  d i d  you encounter  any o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  a s  you moved south  
o r  j u s t  s c a t t e r e d  hootches? 
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A. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  we went t o  another  what 
you c a l l  a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I th ink  t h e r e  were hootches on t h e  t i p .  

Q- Did you s e e  any people? 

A. There were some people on t h e  t i p  a l l  t h e  way down, 
There ,was a f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  down there .  

Did t h e  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any of those people? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  they did.  They were up ahead of us. When 
you move t h a t  slow and you g o t  t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon ahead, it 
takes  some while .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon ' s  p o i n t  
reached t h i s  p o i n t  about a  h a l f  an hour o r  4 5  minutes be fo re  
w e  did.  'We were be ing  very c a r e f u l ,  and w e  moved very 
slowly. 

Q - Is t h e r e  anything more you remember about being 
down a t  t h e  t i p  where you looked back up nor th  again? 

A. Only j u s t  t h a t  we were h o t  and would have loved t o  
have gone i n  swimming, b u t  we d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long 
a t  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  any--we d i d n ' t  s t a y  over 5 o r  10 minutes 
a t  most, and we turned  around and s t a r t e d  back. We had t o  
make it back t o  where Captain MICHLES wanted t o  l aager  t h a t  
n igh t .  He f e l t  t h a t  t o  do it properly,  it would t a k e  us from 
about 4 o 'c lock .  This i s  t h e  time we l i k e  t o  l a a g e r  s o  you 
can g e t  your s u p p l i e s  and s o  on. 

Q- ,Do you remember where t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  was? 

A. Yes, it w a s  i n  an open a r e a  t o  t h e  south  of  the 
v i l l a g e .  W e  a t e  i n  a  b i g  open a r e a  t h e r e .  There was a l o t  
of burning over  here .  A s  I s a i d ,  it was on the  o t h e r  s i d e  
where Ernie  MEDINA was, and some f i r ing--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did anything happen t h a t  you remember 
on the  way back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ?  

A. No, sir ,  nothing a t  a l l .  

Q - When you reached t h e  l aager  s i t e ,  I guess '  you g o t  
resuppl ied  by chopper? 
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A. At t h a t  t i m e  I was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  l eave  and go back 
and take  care--well,  w e  d i d  d i scuss  va r ious  t h i n g s  t h a t  they 
w e r e  having problems wi th  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  mine d e t e c t o r s ,  and 
small r a d i o s ,  personal  r a d i o s ,  squad r a d i o s ,  and var ious  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  they w e r e  having problems wi th ,  supply problems and 
so  on, which w a s  a g r e a t  concern of Captain  MICHLES. 

Q- What time d i d  t h e  chopper come i n  and t a k e  you 
ou t?  

A. Between 4 and 5 o ' c l o c k ,  1600 t o  1700. 

Q. Did he b r i n g  i n  the evening meal? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Anything e l s e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Bas ic  i tems and probably some ammuni- 
t i o n ;  demol i t ions  and prob&ly some c l o t h i a g  and equipment. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  company had used a l o t  of 
demol i t ions  t h a t  day, used a l a r g e  supply of i t ?  

A .  I ' d  say  they used a good d e a l  of  it, and when I 
say good deal ,  as ~irichas a;y-oiie zzlul2 car ry  on h i s  Sack. Me 
t r i e d  t o  resupply  every day w i t h  ammo and demol i t ions  because 
we d i d n ' t  want t o  c a r r y  t o o  much. 

Q - Do you remember who went o u t  wi th  you on t h e  chop- 
p e r  t h a t  b rought  i n  t h e  r e supp l i e s?  

A. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  r e c o l l e c t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  it 
was L ieu tenan t  LEWIS. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  anybody e l s e  was i n  
t h e  chopper. 

Q. Lieu tenan t  LEWIS l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  you? 

A. H e  went t o  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  m e .  

Q - No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about when he l e f t ?  

A. Oh, when he l e f t ?  

Q - I should  have s a i d  i n  wi th  you r a t h e r  than  o u t  w i t h  
you? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  It could have been somebody. 

Q- Do you remember i f  any of t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  l e f t  
wi th  you o r  do you remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether o r  n o t  they  
s tayed? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  chopper pu t  down up by t h e  
3d Platoon a r e a  near  t h e  br idge and l e f t  t h e  chow o f f  with 
them, o r  you went d i r e c t l y  back to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it did.  I t h i n k  they  
j u s t  resuppl ied  one a r e a  and took o f f .  

Q - Did you go back t o  Duc Pho o r  t o  Dot t i e?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether I went t o  D o t t i e  o r  Chu Lai .  
I wouldn't  have gone t o  Duc Pho, probably Chu Lai .  Tha t ' s  
where most of our  resupply i s  done unless  we c a n ' t  g e t  a  
s h i p ,  and then  we'd use t h e  C&C sh ip .  

Q. What k ind  of a chopper was i t ?  What u n i t  would 
have suppl ied  t h e  choppers t h a t  took you i n  on t h e  morning? 

A. W e  had a couple of d i f f e r e n t  ones and I ' m  not--
i f  I had t h e  names h e r e  I could probably t e l l  you. The b i g  
ones a r e  c a l l e d  Boxcars, and I th ink  we had Dolphins o r  some- 
th ing .  I d o n ' t  know-- . . 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  even remember whether it 
was a s l i c k  o r  no t?  

A.  W e l l ,  it would have been-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That took you o u t ,  brought i n  t h e  
chow and took you o u t ?  

A.  Well, we could use a gunship. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember t h a t  it was a smal l e r  r a t h e r  
than a  b igger  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, it would have been t h e  Huey. 
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& 9 Now, I th ink  you s a i d  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  
you went o u t  t o  the  f i e l d  t h a t  morning i n  t h e  C&C h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes. 

9- What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  was t h e r e  a s i n g l e  crew 
t h a t  was normally assigned t o  handle your resupply t o  your 
company? 

A. No. 

Q- Every day it would be a  d i f f e ren t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Usually--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  This would be from t h e  Dolphins 
normally? 

A. General ly ,  and then we would g e t  some--I'm no t  
s u r e  which one was where, b u t  w e  would g e t  scxe from Duc Pho 
occasionally, and usual ly  from Chu Lai .  I t  would depend on 
t h e  requirements.  I f  the  198th had a CA up nor th ,  w e  would 
probably have t o  g e t  some a i r c r a f t  from Duc Pho o r  w e  might 
have t o  use t h e  C&6. 

COL WILSCN: M r .  MU?.!@Y, *ere are  2 ccupPe 2 5  qces t ions .  Be-
f o r e  we go any f u r t h e r ,  l e t  m e  s e e  those  photographs. 

(Recorder hands photos t o  COL WILSON.)  

There a r e  a few photographs t h a t  I want t o  show 
you. Have you seen  these  (showing t h e  photographs t o  t h e  
witness  ) ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Number one i s  p r imar i ly  the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of in-
d i v i d u a l s ,  and I ask you s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  a  loca t ion .  Exh ib i t  
P-18, I ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know i f  you have seen any of t h e  
Vietnamese i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  and i f  you s a w  this l o c a t i o n  a t  
any time? 

A. No. 

Q e  P-21. Do you know e i t h e r  one of t h e  uniformed per- 
sonnel?  
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A. This  looks l i k e  t h e  man t h a t  d i d n ' t  go wi th  us.  

That d i d  no t  go wi th  you? 

A. No, it c a n ' t  be. I t  looks l i k e  Sergeant TALEZAN, 
t h e  platoon '  se rgean t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  recognize any. How about P-22? Do you
recognize any of t h e  uniformed personnel? 

A. No. 

Q. How about P-66, t h e  man on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. These a r e  n o t  from Bravo 'Company. 

Q- No, this man i s  Vietnamese. This one is too .  
E i t h e r  o f . t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. No. 

Q *  You.made a s ta tement  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  be s u r e  
I understand. You s a i d  Lieutenant  LEWIS was e x c i t e d  because 
it was t h e  f i r s t  k i l l  t h a t  he  saw. Is t h a t  what you s a i d ?  

A. The f i r s t  one he was involved i n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
who a c t u a l l y  d i d  t h e  shoot ing.  

Q- I mean d i d  he  . see  t h e  body? 

A. Apparently he r epor ted  it over t h e  r a d i o ,  and h i s  
voice was--he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o o  f a s t ,  t oo  quickly.  

Q Okay, I want t o  look a t  t h e  photographs f o r  a min-
u t e  and t r y  t o  f i x  some t imes.  On t h e  17th  of March, and t h e s e  
t i m e s  a r e  f i x e d  i n  t h e  log ,  w e  r e c a l l  a t  8:10 one wounded, one 
booby-trapped landmine. It i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  a booby t r a p .  
One wounded, t h a t  would have been TAYLOR a t  t h e  br idge ,  t h a t ' s  
where t h a t  occurred.  The a r e a  you s e e  t h e r e  i s  t h e  b r idge ,  
and a t  8 :45 B/4/3 rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
br idge .  This  is i n  t h e  log.  Now, do you know any more about 
anything happening t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir. 
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Q. Now a t  10 o 'c lock  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h a t ' s  1000 hours ,  
it was repor ted ,  f u r t h e r  south,  t h a t  B Company destroyed booby 
t r a p s  o r  mines a t  10 o 'c lock .  This would be about t h e  t ime 
you go t  i n  t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t  according t o  your r eeo l l ee -
t i o n ?  These were destroyed i n  t h e  general--well ,  w i th in  a 
couple of hundred o r  300 meters ,  a couple of  hundred meters 
is probably c l o s e r ,  t o  t h e  n i g h t  l aager  pos i t ion .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t hese  explosions down t h e r e ,  o r  was t h a t  be fo re  you 
g o t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  I tend t o  th ink  I do now. 

Q- You do r e c a l l  some explosions? You do have t h e  
i d e a  now t h a t  we've brought t h i s  up. Is it r e c a l l i n g  any-
t h i n g  t o  your mind concerning the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of those 
mines? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  s e e  i t  take  p lace ,  I'm s u r e  of t h a t .  
I t  seems t o  m e  I d id  hea r  t h e  explos ions ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r  
i n  my mind. I t  seems t o  me I d i d  h e a r  it. I know I d i d n ' t  
s e e  any explos ion ,  o r  any smoke, o r  anything. I t  was very 
s t i l l  and q u i e t  l i k e .  However, I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  

k1320 i s  anywhere near  co r rec t .  

Q =  Well, t h e  next  item en te red  i n  t h e  l o g  was t h e  2d 
Platoon of B Company engaged two VC and one VC K I A .  Now t h a t  
e n t r y  is  a t  1320, t h e  event  i s  supposed t o  have occurred a t  
1320. You d o n ' t  th ink  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ?  Why i s n ' t  it cor rec t?  

A.  Well, I th ink  i t  occurred almost as  soon as  Lieu-
t e n a n t  LEWIS went up t o  t ake  h i s  platoon.  

Q- What time would t h a t  have been? 

A. J u s t  about when we landed, about 15 o r  20 minutes 
a f t e r  we landed, when we decided t o  move towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I t  seems t o  me it happened almost as soon a s  he g o t  ou t  wi th  
t h e  p la toon on t h e  beach. 

Q Then Lieutenant  LEWIS d i d n ' t  have lunch with Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES? 

A. No, he s tayed out  t h e r e  on t h e  beach. 

LTC NOLL: What time d id  you a r r i v e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. I th ink  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  very .close 
t o  noon, s o  it would have had t o  have been j u s t  p r i o r  t o  noon 
when t h i s  occurred. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t ' s  the case .  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  en t ry  t h a t  we have i n  t h e  log  
t h a t  day. There is an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Navy blocking f o r c e  
was working i n  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River.  Is t h a t  on t h e  log? 

LTC NOLL: S i r ,  t h a t ' s  from t h e  Navy messages. 

COL WILSON: W e  d i d n ' t  in t roduce  i t  as  an e x h i b i t ,  d i d  we? 
However, t h e r e  a r e  a couple more ques t ions  that I want t o  
ask you about t h i s  day. Did Colonel BARKER come i n  whi le  
you w e r e  on t h e  southern  t i p  of t h e  peninsula  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  seems t o  me Major CALHOUN d id .  I 
don ' t  b e l i e v e  Colonel BARKER d id .  

Q. When you l e f t  t h a t  evening, you went s t r a i g h t  back 
t o  Dot t ie?  

A. I e i t h e r  went t o  D o t t i e  o r  Chu La i ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
which. I would imagine Chu Lai because it wasnst a normal 
resupply s h i p  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

LTC NOLL: This may have been t h e  case,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  three 
v i l l a g e s  going south, one r i g h t  below, and one p r e t t y  c lose  
about halfway down, and one on the lower t i p .  Do you recall .  
which of those  were burned? 

A. This  was one f o r  su re .  

COL WILSON: Co Lay (1). 
A. And I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  see ing  any v i l l a g e s  t h a t  
s i z e  down where-- 

COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  Co Lay ( 2 ) .  

A. We may have been somewhat e a s t  of it when we passed 
it, b u t  I th ink  every hootch we came upon we burned. I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e .  It seems t o  me t h a t ' s  what we were doing. 

LTC NOLL: You s topped burning Co Lay (1)whi le  you a t e  d inner ,  
and then you resumed be fo re  you moved ou t?  
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A. 	 Yes. 

So you s a i d  once t h a t  t h e  people were n o t  v i s i b l eQ e  


when you approached the v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. Was t h i s  t r u e  when you went on down? Did you s e e  
people f u r t h e r  down t h e  peninsula? 

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  s e e  any u n t i l  we h i t  t h e  s p i t .  
They were v i s i b l e  ou t s ide  of t h e  hootches,  and we walked up. 
Of course ,  I would imagine we f i r s t  rounded them up and got  
them out  of t h e  hootches. I d o n ' t  ]:now whether they were i n  
t h e  hootches when t h e  1st  Platoon h i t  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  o r  t h e  
2d Platoon f o r  t h a t  mat ter .  I don1t know who a r r i v e d  t h e r e  
f i r s t .  

8 	 But you werent t t o o  f a r  behind t h e s e  p la toons ,  a 

were you? 

A. 1 wculd say t h a t  we could hzve been as  much as  
one-half hour behind t h e  p o i n t  man of t h e  p o i n t  platoon.  

Q. This i s  p r e t t y  much one G I  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  next  
G I  behind h i m ?  

A .  	 Right.  

9. Now, moving along with t h e  company commander, d i d  
he have some people from t h e  weapons p la toon with him? 

A .  	 Right . 
Q. 	 You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  mortar was t h e r e  o r  no t?  

A. 	 Pardon? 

Q. You donl . t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  mortar w a s  with t h e  weapon 
personnel  o r  n o t ?  

A. I dctnl t remember see ing  it. I--MORGAN, a2.d HUFFMAN, 
and I be l i eve  Sergeant MARSHALL were t h e r e ,  and h i s  normal 
CP s e c u r i t y .  Even though they a r e  members of t h e  weapons 
p la toon,  they a r e  CP s e c u r i t y .  
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Q- Do you remember a s i m i l i a r  ope ra t ion  where you 
burned everyth ing  you came t o ?  

A .  No, sir .  I genera l ly  took over  t h e  company myself 
when Captain MICHLES was on leave .  I was never  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
f o r  a long period.  I cL3me o u t  f o r  var ious reasons ,  sometimes 
on resupply,  and s tayed a day, o r  I might come o u t  and s t a y  
a couple of days f o r  var ious  reasons.  I never s t ayed  o u t  
f o r  a long per iod  of time. 

9- Did you n o t i c e  anything unique about t h e  mood of 
t h e  company on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  p s r t i c u l a r l y  moti- 
vated f o r  t h e  opera t ion ,  o r  were they p a r t i c u l a r l y  apprehen- 
s i v e  about being i n  t h a t  a rea?  Could you t e l l ?  

A. I would imagine t h a t  they d i d  no t  l i k e  t o  be i n  
t h a t  a rea .  Of course ,  I d o n ' t  blame them. They were very 
q u i e t ,  and they  weren ' t  doing any t a l k i n g .  Everybody was s i l e n t .  
I assumed t h a t ' s  because of what happened t o  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN and a few o t h e r s  t h a t  were wounded. L ieu tena t  COCH-

was t h e  weapons platoon l e a d e r  a t  one t ime,  and he a l s o  
was the  2d Platoon platoon l e a d e r .  Tha t ' s  p r imar i ly  t h e  
group of people t h a t  was r i g h t  t h e r e  when I landed,  with 
t h e  except ion of t h e  1st. H e  w a s ,  of course ,  very c l o s e  t o  
a l l  of t h e s e  people.  

Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e s e  two VC t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon 
engaged? 

A. From t h e  way Lieutenant  LEWIS t a l k e d  and as ex-
c i t e d  as  he was, I 'm s u r e  t h a t  they d i d  s e e  them. I 'm s u r e  
t h a t  they were probably VC and not  l i k e  some woman and k i d  
walking down t h e  s t r e e t .  I could be wrong, b u t  he  was q u i t e  
exc i t ed  about it. The f i r s t  time he g o t  out i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  
t h e r e  they were. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. I t  sounds as  though 
he 'd  been on t h e  ground 30 minutes o r  s o  a t  t h e  t ime. 
I th ink  I would have been e x c i t e d .  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h e r e  
were people opera t ing  f o r  a long per iod  of t ime,  b u t  t h e s e  
two VC, it seems t o  me t o  be almost immediate. A s  soon a s  
they got out  t h e r e  on t h e  beach wi th  t h e  p la toon ,  they  ran 
i n t o  them, s o  it had t o  be before lunch. 

LTC NOLL: I don ' t  have any more ques t ions .  
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COL WILSON: On body counts ,  what was t h e  requirement i n  B 
Company o r  w i t h i n  the  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  a s  f a r  as  you 
knew of body count  a s  f a r  a s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s u b s t a n t i a t -  
i n g  t h e  r u l e s  and requirements?  What w e r e  they? 

A .  To my knowledgep they  were supposed t o  g e t  physi- 
ca l ly  i d e n t i f i e d .  One of t h e  o f f i c e r s  was supposed t o  physi- 
cally i d e n t i f y  ox make a p h y s i c a l  count. 

MR WALSH: Ghat was t h e  name s f  Captain  MEDINA1s XO? 

LTC NOLL : STORMS. 

Ae I know on one o p e r a t i ~ n  t h e  XO of apparent ly  t h e  
o t h e r  company--what was i t ?  

Q e  
 A Ccmpany? 

A. A/3/1, who w a s  t h e  XO there? 

52. I d o n ' t  know. 

A ,  ile was the CO a t  one t i m e ,  and he  had one of o u r  
,,,,A, L:,L m e r s n  Seth  he zcZ Czepteic !-!"?ICEF;ES gct  t o g e t h e r  and ,,,,,ts. 
counted them. So, t h i s  is  the  only i n c i d e n t  that I can re-
member f o r  a body count,  and I d o n ' t  know when t h a t  took 
p lace .  

Q. What I'm t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  t h e  procedure.  
P r imar i ly ,  when w e  go down t o  body count w e ' r e  going t o  t h e  
word of somebody a t  a lower l e v e l  which g e t s  a l l  t h e  way back 
t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  Many of t h e  t roops  t h a t  w e  d i scussed  
t h i s  wi th  d o n ' t  seem t o  th ink  t h a t  an o f f i c e r  is  r equ i red  t o  
v e r i f y  a body, .and they d o n ' t  even t h i n k  t h a t  a n  NCO i s  sup-
posed t o .  I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e  t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  t h e  undated 11th  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade SOP, which i s  Exh ib i t  M-56, s t a t e s  under body 
count procedures ,  Chapter I V ,  Combat I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h a t  prob- 
a b l e  k i l l s ,  and t h i s  i s  on t h e  body count ,  a r e  based on t h e  
enemy be ing  i n  a s p e c i f i c  a r e a ,  and t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  that 
a number w a s  k i l l e d  although no bodies  were recovered.  Now I 
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d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h e r e  were many o f f i c e r s  i n  Task Force Barker 
t h a t  even knew t h i s .  But I ' m  wondering, and t h e r e  seems t o  be 
nobody t h a t  can r e a l l y  say t h a t  boby counts were handled t h i s  
way: One, two, t h r e e ,  four ,  f i v e .  I haven ' t  asked anybody 
y e t  t h a t  could give m e  an answer on it. Now, I ' m  no t  going 
i n t o  t h e  e x h i b i t ,  bu t  t h e  America1 Divis ion SOP which was pub-
l i s h e d  t h e  following month, i n  A p r i l ,  t h e  fol lowing month 
a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  e l iminated  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of inc luding  
probable k i l l s  and had a requirement i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you had 
t o  i d e n t i f y  a body from a c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e .  I d o n ' t  know--
I thought you might t e l l  me what t h e  procedures was w i t h i n  
B Company f o r  body count. 

A. A s  f a r  as  I ' m  concerned,, it was j u s t  common sense.  
A s  I s a i d ,  a l l  I can say i s  what I d i d  when I had t h e  company. 
I d id  n o t  count any bodies  t h a t  I could n o t  phys ica l ly  count.  

Q You a s  a company commander? 

A. I f  1-was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  another  o f f i c e r ,  i f  he were 
i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q. W e l l ,  how f a r  down do you go? 

A. Whoever i s  i n  charge of an i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t .  I f  
i t ' s  separa ted  we--the f i r s t  day I was ou t  t h e r e  my company 
was separa ted  i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s .  I t  wasn ' t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  g e t  from one t o  another .  They were q u i t e  a ways a p a r t  i n  
blocking p o s i t i o n s .  

Q. These may be your requirements,  b u t  how many people
know t h a t  bes ide  you. Cer ta in ly  you as  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  
and an o f f i c e r  i n  B Company didn 't know what . t h e  requirements 
a r e .  I d o n ' t  imagine t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  had any g r e a t  i d e a  
what t h e  requirements were unless  they picked it up i n  t r a i n i n g .  
I f  you go i n t o  an a r e a  and don 't know what t h e  procedures 
a r e  f o r  body count ,  I don1.t t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  would 
know? 

A.  Body count i s  j u s t  counting bodies .  

Q. T h a t ' s  n o t  what t h e  SOP says .  The SOP l i s t s  prob-
a b l e  k i l l s  under body count? 
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A. S 3  may have taken t h a t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  on 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion  i n  t h i s  company, s i n c e  we pumped s o  
many rounds of a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e r e  and w e  k i l l e d  s o  many e x t r a  
men. Our company r e p o r t e d  it t o  them a s  such.  I n  my case  it 
was n o t  the-- 

Q o  
 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 
you a s  an i n d i v i d u a l .  The only t h i n g  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  was what your knowledge was on t h e  procedure f o r  b ~ d y  
count.  I asked t h a t  t o  t r y  t o  a c t u a l l y  f i x  t h e  procedures ,  
and t h i s  r e a l l y  h a d n ' t  been done? 

A. I t h i n k  they j u s t  d i d n ' t  c a r e ,  d i d n ' t  want t o  
be concerned wi th  t h a t .  Anybody, when you sa-y what i s  a  body 
count ,  I would assume--I t h ink  any o t h e r  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r  would 
assume it was a  count  of bodies .  I c a n ' t  determine how many 
w e  might have k i l l e d  with  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  w i th  t h e  gunship p rep ,  
o r  anything else. 

Q - W e l l . ,  I'm not t a k i n g  t h i s  a s  a s p e c i f i c  example, 
I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t .  I th ink  t h e r e  I s  ano the r  t h i n g  
t h a t  should be cons idered ,  arid t h a t  q u e s t i o n  probably should 
go on t h e  record .  I f  T remember c o r r e c t l y ,  al-;d I may be 
wrong, i t ' s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of  time-space involved  w i t h i n  an 
approach march. A n  approach march 1s n o t  a G I  behind a  G I .  
Your p o i n t  i s  u s u a l l y  153 yards  o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  followed 
by an advance p a r t y  of one p la toon  which i s  300 t o  4 0 0  yards  
beyond t h e  n a i n  body, This  talces up q u i t e  a  space .  We're 
t a l k i n g  about a d i s t a n c e  of  over  a  mi l e  where a  company i s  
spread  o u t  i n  advance i n  t h a t  t y p e  of  approach-march format ion.  
Of course ,  i f  you have two p la toons  moving a b r e a s t ,  you ' r e  
n o t  r e a l l y  i n  an approach format ion.  But t h e r e ' s  a  t ime-dis-  
t a n c e  f a c t o r  now, and from what you s a y ,  .if you have a  p l a -  
toon over  on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  two w e r e  k i l l e d  ove r  t h e r e ,  I 
doubt very s e r i o u s l y  i f  t h a t  company commander i s  s v e r  going 
t o  walk over  t h e r e  and look a t  t h o s e  bod ies ,  

A. It would be impossible  f o r  t h e  company commander-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  So, somebody's go t  t o  t a k e  some-
body's word a t  some l e v e l .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. You es t ima ted  a n i g h t  resupply came i n  about 1500 
t o  1 7 0 0 ,  and you l e f t .  Right a f t e r  t h a t  chow was fed?  You 
]<now--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  l e ave  a f t e r  the chow w a s  
f e d ,  I--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before it was f ed .  

A. The chopper d o e s n ' t  w a i t ,  o f  course .  It d rops  it 
o f f  and t a k e s  o f f  , and we used t h e  d i s p o s a b l e  food c o n t a i n e r s  
which a r e  bu rn t .  

Q e  T h e r e ' s  n o t  a requirement  f o r  any th ing  t o  go back? 

A .  I t  c a n ' t .  The chopper c a n ' t  w a i t ,  i t ' s  t o o  busy. 
I f  it has  t o  go back,  t hen  t h e  t r o o p s  w i l l  have t o  c a r r y  i t  
u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  resupply  comes. We used p l a s t i c  105 c o n t a i n e r s  
f o r  wate r  s o  w e  wou ldn ' t  have t o  throw away anyth ing  o r  have 
t h e  t roops  c a r r y  any more t h a n  their normal l oad .  

Q. Did you board t h e  chopper by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. 1 d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  

Q You went back and d i d n ' t  s t o p  a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  up
t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. No, I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q =  Now, t h e  n e x t  day,  which w a s  t h e  i8th, t h e r e  w a s  
q u i t e  a b i t  of a c t i v i t y  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The u n i t  moved back 
up t o  t h e  n o r t h .  They supposedly,  accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  found 
3,000 pounds of r i c e  down t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e  a t  7:55. D o  
you remember t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - They g o t  a MEDCAP i n  t h e r e .  Did you have anyth ing  
t o  do w i t h  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  Any of  t h a t  t y p e  of a i r c r a f t  requirement  
would go through L ieu tenan t  BRYANT, who was t h e  suppor t  p l a -
toon l e a d e r .  I f  t h e  requirement  was of a p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e ,  
which we cons idered  ammunition, change of c l o t h i n g ,  chow, o r  
t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e  t h a t  comes t o  us p e r s o n a l l y ,  g e n e r a t o r s ,  
b a t t e r i e s ,  t h i s  t y p e  of th ing- -genera i  n a t u r e  l i k e  evacua t ing  
s a l t  or  evacua t ing  p r i s o n e r s  o r  MEDCAP--of c o u r s e ,  t h e  MEDCAP 
goes through on a d i f f e r e n t  l i n e ,  they  have a d i f f e r e n t  fre-
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Q. Who w a s  t h i s ,  Lieutenant  who? 

A .  BRYANT. 

Q - Support platoon l eader?  What support  platoon? 

A. Well, he was t h e  support  platoon l eader  i n  r e a l i t y  
f o r  4 / 3 ,  b u t  he was, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  
The reason f o r  t h i s  was our b a t t a l i o n  was opera t ing  i n  t h e  
Chu Lai a rea  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of Highway 1, s o  we had our  
forward supply base up t h e r e .  We were t h e  only b a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  d id  have two t r a i n s ,  one i n  Duc Pho and one a l s o  i n  
Cku Lai .  The o t h e r  u n i t s ,  because they opera ted  around Duc 
Pho, had t h e i r  e n t i r e  t r a i n s  down t h e r e .  So he wore two h a t s  
s o  t o  speak. 

Q- Well, Lieutenant  BRYANT was t h e  support  l e a d e r  of 
t h e  headquarters  company of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I give h i n  my requirements ar;d p u t  them a l l  
toge the r  and ordered t h e  a i r c ra f t - . -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  For B Company? 

A .  For a11 t h e  s e p a r a t e  companies. 

Q. Now, what about @/P/20. Was t h e  suppor t  p la toon
of 1 /20  r e spons ib le  f o r  supplying C. Company, o r  was t h e  4 / 3  
respons ib le  f o r  t h a t ?  

A. 4/3  took care  of it, sir.  

Q g  So, t h e  4/3  was-.-

A. ( In terpos ing)  I th ink  they had one o r  two men t o  
load t h e  a i r c r a f t  and a c t u a l l y  secure t h e  i t ems ,  b u t  a s  f a r  
as  planning and g e t t i n g  it o u t  t o  them, t h i s  w a s  L ieutenant  
BRYANT. 

Q So t h e  4 /3  had t h e  l o g i s t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
Task Force Barker? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  We had an 54 c a p t a i n  from t h e  br igade  
who was supposed t o  be i n  some s o r t  of advisory capaci ty  up 
i n  t h e  forward t r a i n s ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  do much, he was neg l i -
g i b l e .  
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Q Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you r e c a l l  about t h e  opera-
t i o n  on the--hearing anything about t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  18th  
and 19th .  They go t  mortared t h a t  n igh t .  You had some casual-
t i e s ?  

A .  Well, t h e s e  a r e  pr imar i ly  my concern, b u t  I under-
s t a n d  MILUS, go t  h i t  t h a t  n igh t .  I was t o l d  t h a t  he  was o u t  
of h i s  foxhole,  helmet o f f ,  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and 
he got  h i t .  Any t i n e  we g e t  any K I A  I have t o  go o u t  and 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  body, g e t  ahold of t h e  equipment and t h e  weapon, 
and any information I can g e t .  

Q What about t h e  wounded? Did you have t o  do any-
th ing  about t h e  wounded? 

A. The wounded were evacuated,  and I had t o  f i n d  o u t  
where they were evacuated t o .  They could go a number of 
p laces .  There ' s  about t h r e e  h o s p i t a l s  i n  Chu L a i ,  a hos-
p i t a l  s h i p ,  and sometimes they go t o  Duc Pho. Occasionally 
they went a l l  t h e  way t o  Qui  Nhon, depending on t h e  condi-
t i o n s  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  were i n  a t  t h e  t ime. Sometimes it was 
q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  them, 

Q. I n o t i c e  t h a t  by t h e  changes i n  t h e  morning repor t .
Did you i d e n t i f y  Lieutenant  COCHRAN1s body? 

A. No, s i r .  Thev wouldn't  l e t  me s e e  it. He got  
h i t  i n  t h e  head, and t h i s  i s  one of t h e  cases where they  
had t o  t ake  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  f i e l d ,  and they  wouldn ' t  
al low anyone t o  see t h e  body. I d id  g e t  h i s  equipment, h i s  
helmet . 
Q. The helmet was badly bea t  up, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, it had many, many holes  tnrou5,h t h e  t o p  which 
meant t o  me, and I guess it was confirmed, t h a t  it w a s  e i t h e r  
a "Bouncing Bet ty" t h a t  bounced very h igh ,  o r  e l s e  it w a s  
something r igged up i n  a t r e e  o r  a high place because it d i d  
come s t r a i g h t  down on t o p  of h i s  head. Of course i f  he was 
lay ing  down, which I k ind  of doubt--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  We r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. A s  f a r  a s  
w e  know, we hea r  both  t h e o r i e s  a s  t o  whether it was a mine 
o r  a t r e e .  *Somebody thought it was a t r e e ,  booby t r a p .  

Then you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  day of 
t h e  18th  as  f a r  a s  t h e  n i g h t ,  except f o r  t h e  mortar? Is t h e r e  
anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. No, sir .  There d i d n ' t  seem t o  be anything unusual 
about it. I j u s t  hoped t h a t  they would be ab le  t o  g e t  ou t  of 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  i t ' s  n o t  a very good 
a rea  t o  be i n .  I th ink  we got  20 k i l l s  m d  4 0  wounded i n  6 
months, and most of them was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

@ The next  day Lley were e x t r a c t e d .  Is t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h e  nex t  day? 

A .  No. I ' m  su re  I go t  s u f f i c i e n t  advance n o t i c e  t o  
g e t  t h e  f i r e  base s e t  up, because they came back i n  a t  t h a t  
t ime. 

Q Are you usual ly  t h e r e  t c  rece ive  them when they 
come i n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  We t r y  t o  have it completely s e t  up. 
W e  t r y  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  s t u f f  l i k e  bee r  and s o  on f o r  
them. 

Q. You d i d n  't n o t i c e  anybody--where d i d  they  go, d i d  
they go back t o  Uptight? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  normal procedure i s  t o  go both p l a c e s ,  
one u n i t .  We usual ly  pu t  one platoon and t h e  mortar on Up-
t i g h t  and t h e  rest on Dottie, 

Q. Is t h a t  a l s o  t h e  procedure i f  C/1/20 goes t h e r e  
o r  A Company is over t h e r e ?  You normally have one platoon 
over  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  mortars? 

A. Right ,  p lus  t h e r e ' s  a PO5 a r t i l l e r y .  

@- Are you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  mortars of Task 
Force Barker s t a y  over a t  u p t i g h t ?  

A. No. When our u n i t  leaves  Uptight ,  I t a k e  mortar 
back and lock it up. Nobody g e t s  t o  use it. We d o n ' t  swap 
t h i n g s  among u n i t s  t o o  o f t e n  because we f i n d  ou t  t h a t  they 
come up missing. 

9. Do you r e c a l l  where you were, whether you were a t  
Uptight o r  D o t t i e  when t h e  u n i t  was e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. I imagine I was a t  D o t t i e ,  because t h a t ' s  where t h e  
CO would come i n .  
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Q - Captain MICHLES normally s t ayed  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Always. 

Q Always ? 

A. On occasions he has s t ayed  on Uptight  f o r  a couple 
of  n i g h t s ,  b u t  he was normally l o c a t e d  o r  headquartered a t  
Dot t i e  where t h e  colonel  was, and t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  and 
t h e  majori ty  of  h i s  t roops .  He usual ly  put  h i s  s e n i o r  l i e u -
t e n a n t  o u t  t h e r e  on Uptight ,  which i s  usual ly  Lieutenant  THOMP-
SON. I th ink  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occasion it was WILLINGHAM. 

Q - Has t h e r e  been a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  major i ty  of 
t h e  company has been a t  Uptight and one platoon has been a t  
Dot t ie?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anybody from t h e  br igade  be ing  t h e r e  
o r  Colonel BARKER be ing  t h e r e  when they came i n ,  any of  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  they  were. They usual ly  a r e .  Of course,  
as soon as  Captain MICHLES lands he has  t o  go t o  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  bunker and go over  everything t h a t  took p lace .  Some-
t imes he doesn ' t  even have t i m e  t o  t ake  h i s  gea r  o f f  and t a k e  
a d r ink .  A s  soon as  they g e t  i n ,  they grabbed him. I th ink  

, he was on Uptight q u i t e  a few t i m e s ,  b u t  I don' t remember why. 

Q. W e l l ,  t o  c l e a r  it up, t h e  Task Force Barker l o g  
f o r  t h e  1 9 t h ,  which i s  Exh ib i t  M - 1 6 ,  shows t h a t  B/4/3 t e n t e d  
a t  LZ Uptight and B-minus a t  D o t t i e ,  which would be normal. 

A: Right ,  t h a t  would be WILLINGHAM. 

Q. Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  about t h e  
1 9th? 

A. Nothing i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  sir. I t  was j u s t  a day-
to-day t h i n g ,  very l i t t l e  time and a l o t  of th ings  t o  do. It  
was p r e t t y  much t h e  same t h i n g  every day rega rd less  of what 
happens i n  t h e  f i e l d .  T h e r e . a r e  some occasions when we need 
t o  send ou t  more ammo because they  use more, b u t  b a s i c a l l y  
from my p o i n t  of view every day i s  t h e  same. I n  o t h e r  words, 
i f  t h e r e  is  an unusual number of KIA o r  WIA, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
of th ings  involved t h a t  I had t o  do, bu t  i t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
same. 
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J i m  HENDERSON was t h e  commo s e r g e a n t ,  and NEEDLE was my armorer. 
We a l s o  had an a s s i s t a n t  company c l e r k ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  have h i s  
name. I d idn '  t s e e  it on t h e  r o s t e r ,  b u t  I th ink  he joined 
ds  a f t e r  t h i s  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t .  I n  Chu Lai I had Sergeant 
BOGEAR. He probably should have gone t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  bu t  he 
was a l i t t l e  t o o  o l d  f o r  t h a t  kind of punishment. I had 
CHEVREFILS t h a t  w a s  up t h e r e .  H e  w a s  my supply man, resupply 
man. And then  LUDWIG was my man Fr iday ,  I guess ,  a  combination 
ca rpen te r ,  scrounger ,  e t  c e t e r a .  "Top" came i n  o u t  of t h e  
f i e l d .  Whenever I went ou t  he  s t ayed  i n ,  bu t  he was ou t  q u i t e  
a  b i t  more than  I was. I n  f a c t ,  he l i k e d  t o  s t a y  o u t .  

Was NEEDLE your armorer dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. As  f a r  a s  I know he was my armorer a l l  t h e  time. 
H e  was t h e  armorer back i n  Hawaii. He was t h e  armorer t h e  
e n t i r e  t i m e .  On, occasion he would s t a y  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
We t r i e d  var ious  systems because we were new over t h e r e .  
Sometimes w e  had t h e  armorer s t a y  ou t  and r e p a i r  weapons 
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Af te r  t h a t  I brought him i n ,  because we had 
t o  have somebody t h a t  could scrounge t h e  p a r t s  and r e p a i r  
them back t h e r e  where he was b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  do it. W e  l e f t  
AWBREY r e p a i r i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q - Do you have any informat ion ,  p i c t u r e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  
anything w e  n a v e n ' t  asked you about t h a t  mignt be of i n t e r e s t  
and h e l p  t o  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be any he lp .  I go t  a l e t -
t e r  from Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t h a t  I d o n ' t  have s t a t i n g  t h a t  
Lieutenant  LEWIS had been k i l l e d .  I th ink  a t  t h a t  time 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM s a i d  he had been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  E Com-
pany, something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  and very l i t t l e  e l s e .  I s a i d  
t h a t  t h e s e  people r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  d i scuss  what they  d i d  f e e l .  
I f  t h e r e  w a s  a  d i scuss ion  it was about what we d i d  i n  Hawa- 
ii and about what we would l i k e  t o  do when we g o t  back. Any-
t h i n g  t h a t  I d iscussed  was, of course ,  pe r sona l ly  concerning 
myself ,  p o s s i b l e  e a r l y  d ischarge ,  pay, and genera l  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c  mat ters .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MUNDY, I have a s e r i e s  of ques t ions  t o  as]; 
and yes o r  no answers w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t .  Do you have any 
knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made on 
t h i s  opera t ion  while  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A .  N o ,  sir. 
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YOU were never quest ioned? 

No, sir.  

Q Was t h e r e  anyone you ever  knew ever  quest ioned? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q - Do you know i f  any o r d e r  went down t o  B Company
i n  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning of  houses and 
v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- I f  you g e t  back and f i n d  any documents, and e v i -
dence, photographs, t a p e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  o r  anything t h a t  he lps  
f i x  t h e  t ime and p l a c e  of t h i s  opera t ion ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  
hearing from you. You've got  our  phone number. Did you e v e r  
hear  of any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  being unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  
by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on 16 March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You never heard a rumor? You never heard any t a l k ?  

A. Not a b i t .  

Q Did you e v e r  g e t  around t h e  a v i a t o r s  much? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q The aero-scouts? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You never heard anything from them? 

A. Not a word. 

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  p o s s i b l e  unnec-
essa ry  k i l l i n g s  of c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker? Were you 
ever  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about anything? 

A. No, sir. The co lone l ,  no t  Colonel BARKER, b u t  
Colonel ADKINS, when I w a s  t h e  CO, brought o u t  a l i t t l e  book 
of r u l e s  and explained t o  me what I could,  and c o u l d n ' t  do, and 
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s o  f o r t h ;  n o t  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  not  t o  k i l l  people 
wi thout  any reason unless  you determine f o r  s u r e  t h a t  they 
were the  enemy, n o t  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  unless  you rece ive  
f i r i n g  permission from--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  This was t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A. Yes, t h a t D sr i g h t .  

Q 9 And he  personal ly  b r i e f e d  you on those? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did your p la toon l e a d e r s  g e t  t h e  same type of 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Is t h a t  what happened t o  Lieutenant  LEWIS when he 
checked i n  t h a t  morning t o  Colonel BARKER? 

A. I would say genera l ly  he d i d  it, 

Q Well, he  went through it p r e t i y  fas t?  When I 
asked you t h e  ques t ion  about 6j.d anyone t e l l  you no t  t o  
d i scuss  t h e  p o s s i b l e  k i l l i n g s ,  you answered me wi th  the  
f a c t  t h a t  you had been b r i e f e d  on t h e  r u l e s  of engagement 
by Colonel A D K I N S ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did those r u l e s  sf engagement say anything about 
n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  anything? , 

A. . No, s ir .  

Q- D o  you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  any problem with marijuana 
o r  o t h e r  drugs o r  n a r c o t i c s  i n  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was a problem. There was some use 
of it. 

Q- Do you have any reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was 
used on opera t ions?  
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Q e  
 what l i t t l e  inc iden t?  

A .  The My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

& =  My Lai? You mean you would have heard about it 
even i f  it had been i n  a d i f f e r e n t  company which-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I would say so .  I was i n  t h e  
same c l a s s  wi th  Lieutenant  HOUCK, and I saw him q u i t e  f r e -  
quent ly when they would come o u t  t o  switch u n i t s  on t h e  f i r e  
base.  I 've seen him o t h e r  t imes.  

MR WALSH: Lieutenant  who? 

A .  Lieutenant  HOUCK. I t  seems t o  me he would have 
mentioned it o r  I would have heard something. There i s  always 
some b i g  mouth i n  a u n i t  t h a t  r ega rd less  of whatever it i s ,  
whether i t ' s  an o rde r  t h a t s  s supposedly s e c r e t  o r  whatever,  
it seem t o  always g e t  o u t .  I never heard anything concerning 
t h i s ,  even a f t e r  I got  o u t .  I would have expected t o  rece ive  
some correspondence from some peopie wsnting t o  d iscuss  it 
poss ib ly ,  bu t  I never heard anything u n t i l  it came o u t  i n  
t h e  newspapers. Of course ,  a s  I s a i d ,  most of t h e  o f f i c e r s  
t h a t  I d i d  go t o  OCS with a r e  e i t h e r  X O s s  o r  s t a f f  members 
En t h e  var ious b a t t a l i o n s  o r  i n  t h e  br igade  s t a f f .  Most of 
t h e  p la toon l eaders  were juniors t h a t  I had never--I knew 
most of them, buk Idi&~'k have the  occasioii Lo know them 
very we l l  o r  spend much time with them. 

Q. We have no reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Lieutenant  HOUCK 
was on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. He was not?  He was a member of t h e  u n i t .  

Q. Which u n i t ?  

A. Captain MEDINA 's company. 

Q It must have been a d i f f e r e n t  time? 

A. It e s p o s s i b l e ,  yes .  I t h i n k  he w a s  on t h e  s t a f f  
f o r  a while  o r  somewhere. 

Q . Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony? Is t h e r e  any- 
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you can o f f e r  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  not  t h a t  I could come up wi th  r i g h t  o f f -  
hand, I may t h i n k  of something l a t e r .  
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MR WALSH: W e  w i l l  be g lad  t o  hea r  from you, M r .  MUNDY. If 
you do,  you may c a l l  us. You have o u r  phone number. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MUNDY, you a r e  reques ted  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  a s  you may be r e -
qu i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

We're ask ing  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it, because we ' re  
t r y i n g  t o  keep it c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t ime being.  
It may be t h a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  a 
j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I n  t h i s  case  t h i s  r e q u e s t  i s  
n o t  p e r t i n e n t .  W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wi tnesses  i n  h e r e  
c l e a n ,  w i thou t  having d i scussed  what w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about among 
each o t h e r ,  okay? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Thank you very much f o r  coming. W e  apprec ia t e  
it. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1512 hours ,  31  January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SWEENEY, James 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18  February 1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTEG 67; N/'A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 15 FITARCH 1968: S e n i o r  Medic, a t t a c h e d  
t o  B / 4 / 3 .  

A 
7 P R I O R  TPAINING IN T9E RULES OF L A N D  WAKFARE 

A l t h ~ u g hSWEENEY could n o t  reca l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  he  had a class i n  b a s i c  training a t  F o r t  
Fo lk  wiiich cii~cusseiii e y i x i  V ~ L . S U S  i i i e g d i  orciers ipg. 2 )  . 
K h i l e  t h e  w i t n e s s  had been i s s u e d  , the MFlCV c a r d  "Nine 
Rules" ,  h e  had never  s een  the MACV c a r d  "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands" (pgs .  2 ,  3 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. , 

A l l  h e  r e c a l l e d  be ing  t o l d  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  headed 
f o r  P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 3 ) .  They never  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  burn hootches  or d e s t r o y  foods tocks  2nd animals  (pg .4 ) .  
Ee remembered no s p e c i f i c  instructions r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i s -  
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  area (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  e x p e c t  a l a r g e  f o r c e  of enemy i n  t h e  area (pg. 5 ) .  

3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. Ac t ions  on t h e  16 th .  

During t h e  day.  

SWEENEY came i n  on L\e f i r s t  l i f t  (pg. 6 )  . 
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t h e  hootches  appeared t o  have been ransacked ,  t h e y  were 
n o t  burned and he  had lunch i n  one of them (pg. 2 9 ) .  He 
s a w  no bod ie s  o r  ev idence  o f  f r e s h  g raves  i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pgs.  30, 37-39). The houses d i d  n o t  look  a s  though they 
had r ece ived  sma l l  arms f i r e  (pgs .  30, 3 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember s e e i n g  o r  hea r ing  about  a b o a t  o r  sampan being 
t aken  under f i r e  a s  he  moved sou th  a l c n g  t h e  c o a s t  t h a t  
day (pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  remembered LEWIS r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  h i s  
p l a t o o n  rlad f i r e d  a t  evading VC (pg. 3 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
see any boobytraps  a f t e r  t h e y  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
h e  s a w  no v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were burned as t h e  comrnznd group 
went sou th  (pg. 4 0 )  . 

c. Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

The nex t  day they  moved back toward t h e  b r i d g e  
and came upon a v i l l a g e  i n t o  which a MEDCAP team was brought  
and t r e a t e d  ove r  300 v i l l a g e r s  (pgs .  41-43).  H e  saw ARVN 
pe r sonne l ,  b u t  no U.S. M I  people  (pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
took  c a r e  of  a  Vietnamese woman who had l o s t  both. . l egs  due t o  
a r t i l l e r y  and had been brought  i n  by the .  v i l l a g e r s  .'(pgs.43, 4 4  
The woman had been h i t  wh i l e  nea r  the: .r.iver. (pg. '  45) .  The' 
i n h a b i t a n t s  had been t o l d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 4 ) .  
The company was h i t  by mor ta r  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and MILUS 
was k i l l e d  (pgs .  45, 4 6 ) .  

if. Actions  on the 19 th .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  a U.S. s e r g e a n t  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 
p r i s o n e r s  t h e  nex t  day (pg. 4 6 ) .  One of t h e  s u s p e c t s  escaped 
wh i l e  a group of  p r i s o n e r s  was l e a d i n g  t h e  company down a  
pa th  (pg. 4 7 ) .  SWEENEY d i d  n o t  g i v e  medical  t r e a t m e n t  t o  
any of  t h e  s u s p e c t s  t h a t  morning, and h e  saw none of  them 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  w i t h  t h e  use  of  a f i e l d  t e l ephone  (pg.  4 8 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  tiny p r i s o n e r s  having f i n g e r s  c u t . o f f  
(pg. 4 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  any r a p e s  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 49 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  hea r  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burn ing  a t  
any p o i n t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 9 ) ,  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
VC s u s p e c t s  t o r t u r e d  (pg. 5 0 ) .  

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

SWEENEY knew noth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 9 ) .  However, two weeks a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
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he  heard  t h a t  C Company had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 5 0 ) .  

H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  by anyone from 

C Company (pg. 50 ) . 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a .  L ieu tenan t  BOATMAN was' known a s  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
"Slack" because on reaching  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  he  would 
s t r i p  t o  h i s  s tee l  p o t ,  underwear, and shower shoes  and 
c a l l  i n  marking rounds (pgs. 21, 2 2 ) .  

b. Marij'uana was used only  a t  a f i r e  b a s e  (pg. 5 0 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 	 -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES -= 

PAGES 
h he w i t n e s s  had  

M-2 MACV Card "Nine  Ru les"  been i s s u e d  c a r d .  2 
MACV Card "Tne Enemy i n  The w i t n e s s  had 

M-3 Your Hands" n o t  s e e n  b e f o r e .  3 
T h l s  was n o t  g roup  

P-18 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene of Vie tnamese  w i t  16 
saw l c l l l e d .  

- This was n o t  g roup  

P-19 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene of Vietnamese w i t  17 


s a w  k l l l e d .  


w z t  saw cnese 
P-20 MiszelLa~iecusScene 	 hscte1:es 2:cioz t o  . 1 7 , 1 &  


lznk up - 


P-

P-21 M i s c e i l a n e o u s  Scene 	 p h , ~ t sw a s  i n t e l l i - 1 8  


gence  man. 


v i l l a g e  r i g h t  on  ( 40 
I the beacn. 1 

P-21d M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT -
NUMBER 

P-215 

D E S C R I P T I O N  

Miscellaneous Scene 

NOTES 
'wit presumed man 
with fat lip had 
been beaten. 

PAGES 

4 7 , 4 8  

-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1300 h o u r s ,  1 8  February 
1970.) 


10: T h e  hea r ing  w i l l  c c m e  t o  order. 


RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  COL WILSON, 

and MAJ THOMAS, 

S i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  James SWEENEY. 

{The w i t n e s s  w a s  cal lad,  sworn, a ~ dt e s t i f i e d  
as fo l lows : )  


Q- P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and r e s i -  

dence? 


A. James L. SWEEMEY, dra f t sman,  M c r i e t t a ,  Ohio. 

COL WILSON: M r .  SWEENEY have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  anybody from B Company b e f o r e  you came t o  t h i s  hea r ing?  

A. I h a v e n ' t  s een  anyone from B Company s i n c e  I g o t  
o u t .  

Q. What was your  duty  ass ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. S e n i o r  aidman a t t a c h e d  t o  B Company. 

Q. And as a t t a c h e d  t o  B Company, would you b e  from 
headqua r t e r s  company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  b u t  .I s p e n t  a y e a r  and a h a l f  w i t h  B 
Company. 

Q 8  
 Stayed  w i t h  B Company a l l  the t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You w e r e  on t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  company morning r e -
p o r t ?  

A. I guess  t hey  c a r r i e d  m e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. 
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Q. The information t h a t  w e  handed o u t  ( E x h i b i t  M-81)
desc r ibes  t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  procedure t h a t  w i l l  b e  followed 
during t h e  ques t ion ing  and a l s o  informs you t h a t  we d o n ' t  have 
t h e  p re roga t ive  t o  make t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  and conclus ions ,  and 
recommendations. This  is  General PEERS' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  W e  
merely in te rv iew people f o r  him. 

F i r s t ,  l e t  me ask you i f  you ever  rece ived  a c l a s s  
of  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which would have probably been on M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e  o r  Geneva Conventions, which made any re fe rence  t o  or  
provided any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of 
m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s ,  l e g a l  versus i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  when I was i n  b a s i c  I had a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  
Geneva Convention and everything.  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  
d e t a i l s ,  b u t  we d i d  have a c l a s s  on t h i s  mat ter .  

Q - Do you remember what they  s a i d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Where d i d  you t a k e  your b a s i c ?  

A. F o r t  Polk, Louisiana.  

Q. Le t  ne s e e  I have go t  Exh ib i t  M-2 ,  here .  It  i s  
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." I t  i s  a f acs imi le  of  a MACV card.  
Have you ever  seen t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  reviewed t h e  Exhibi t .  ) 

A. Yes, sir ,  I c a r r i e d  one. 

Q. Where d i d  you f i r s t  g e t  t h e  card? Where was it 
i s sued  t o  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  again.  

Q Before you went t o  Vietnam? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q T h a t ' s  a MACV card.  
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A.  Maybe it w a s  on t h e  b o a t  going o v e r ,  I c a n ' t  swear 
to it. . -

Q - You w e r e  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  i n  H a w a i i ,  w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s  t h e r e .  January 1967, l a t t e r  p a r t  
o f  January  o r  f i r s t  p a r t  of  January .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which. 

Q. But you recall hav ing  t h a t  ca rd .  How about t h e  
E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  t h i s  one i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 
Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd?  

(The wft n e s s  reviewed t h e  Exhibit. ) 

No, sir. 

a .  The f i r s t  series o f  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I want t o  ask  
w i l l  b e  concerned w i t h  what you were t o l d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera-  
t i o n .  And I want t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  d a t e  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  you 
uzderstand whit.w e  are  t a l k i n g  & G U ~ ,  Itus t h e  p e r i o d  16 t o  
19  March. The f i r s t  day L i e u t e n a n t  COCHEWN was k i l l e d  and 
t h e  l a s t  day MILUS was k i l l e d .  

A,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

n mL-4- v . 7 3 ~  + L r >  rn;mLC r-.G &ha 7 0 4 1 7 _ 7 0 & r ?  , ~ e ~ l l y2 .  s r u d  LAIC. L U  L I A  t h e  
n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h .  During t h a t  time frame, t h e r e  was an 
o p e r a t i o n  and you w e r e  l i f t e d  from Upt igh t  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a  and sometime on t h e  15 th  o r  e a r l y  t h e  16th, probably 
on t h e  1 5 t h ,  you should  have been b r i e f e d  o r  g iven  some i n -  
fo rmat ion  as t o  what t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  going t o  c o n s i s t  o f .  
D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing?  

A. No, s ir .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  knew i s  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  heading f o r  P i n k v i l l e .  A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, t h a t ' s  
t h e  on ly  in fo rma t ion  we had whatsoever .  

Q. What t y p e  of  b r i e f i n g  d i d  you normally g e t ?  O r  
d i d  you g e t  t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. None, r e a l l y ,  t h a t  I can remember. The on ly  t h i n g  
t h a t  t hey  e v e r  t o l d  us w a s  t o  pack up, w e  w e r e  moving o u t .  Tha t  
w a s  about  i t .  Other  t han  t h a t  w e  never  g o t  any b r i e f i n g .  I 
mean t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and CO had t h e i r  mee t ings ,  b u t  no one 
else w a s  r e a l l y  i nvo lved  i n  t h i s .  
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Q Did you ever  s i t  i n  on any of t h e  company commander 
b r i e f i n g s ,  o r d e r s ,  i ssuance  of f i e l d  o rde r s?  

A. No, sir, no t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- A s  p a r t  of  t h e  command group? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given 
regarding t h e  burning o f  v i l l a g e s ,  hootches--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  No, we never--we always had i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  before  no t  t o  do it. 

Q This  was what your normal opera t ions  were? 

A. Right. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any change i n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  food s tock  and animals?.  

A. No, sir.  

Q- No change? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. S t i l l ,  you d o n ' t  do i t ?  

A .  You d o n ' t  do it. 

Q. Any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given regarding  t h e  in -
h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a r e a  you were going i n t o ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you understood 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  p r i o r  t o  your combat a s s a u l t ?  
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A. Well, we'd never had a c t u a l l y  too  much con tac t  wi th  
t h e  enemy. We l o s t  30 men probably by booby t r a p s  i n  t h e  same 
a r e a ,  

9. P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. P i n k v i l l e .  We l o s t  men everytime w e  went i n  t h e r e  
and never d i d  s e e  anything. 

Q So you d i d n ' t  expect a l a r g e  enemy f o r c e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  from my information.  

Q. Do you know what t h e  p la toons  were going t o  do? 
Did you know t h e  day before  t h e ' o p e r a t i o n  what t h e  l s t ,  2d 
and 3d Platoons were going t o  do? 

A. No, n o t  a c t u a l l y .  The 1st Platoon was separa ted  
from us t h e  f i r s t  day. They were i n s i d e  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and w e  
were r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  per imeter ,  which was a barbed-wire 
fence--actual ly  it satlines F i n k v i l l c .  Ac2 t h e  2 6  Platoon 
was r i g h t  ac ross  t h e  fence,  t h a t e s  where Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
g o t  it. 

Q e  
 But you d ~ n ' tknow what t h e  2 la toons  were supposed 
t o  do be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were any i n s t r u e t i ~ n s  given t o  you as  a s e n i o r  
medic? 

A. No, sir. I never had any. 

Q. Did you ever  go on an opera t ion  f o r  an extended 
pe r iod  of time where you might c a r r y  more equipment than 
you would normally o r  d i d  you j u s t  normally always ca r ry  
t h e  same th ing?  

A. Well, we always d i d ,  except  f o r  one occasion.  We 
always c a r r i e d  about the  same amount of  equipment. 

Q. Plus  you would always g e t  resuppl ied?  

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you--lets  g e t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i t s e l f .  I ' l l  g ive  you a s h o r t  rundown on t h e  concept from 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  s t a n d p o i n t  and I ' l l  ask you q u e s t i o n s  where 
you might f i l l  i n .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  on ~ x h i b i tMAP-4.) 

Do you r e c a l l  which l i f t  you went i n  on? 

A. Number one, always. 

Q. With t h e  Company Commander. Did you always go 
wi th  him? 

F i r s t  l i f t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  which o t h e r  p la toon  was on t h a t  l i f t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be  s u r e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  1st  Pla-
toon. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing?  

A. No, sir. 


Q- Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  a f t e r  landing?  


A. No, sir. 

Q =  This  supposedly i s  t h e  landing  zone b e i n g  prepped 
by gunships a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  looks  
f a m i l i a r  t o  you o r  whether you w e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where you 
could look o u t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. It looks more l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  w e  
laagered  i n  than t h e  p l a c e  w e  l e t  down. 

Q. Supposedly you d i d  l and  r i g h t  by a graveyard.  

A .  W e  l aage red  i n  a graveyard t h a t  n i g h t  about  500 
o r  6 0 0  meters from where w e  l e t  down. 

Q- Wasn't t o o  f a r ?  

A. No. 
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Q. Now i n  accordance with our  information we have been 
a b l e  t o  determine t h a t  t h e  company should have been o f f  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  by 0830 t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  We have t h e  e n t r y  
t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  a t  0845, which would have 
been 15  minutes a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  touched down and he d i d n ' t  
move very f a r .  

A .  No, s i r ,  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  fence.  

Q. When y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about a fence ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about a  wi re  fence o r  hedgerow? 

A. J u s t  a barbed wire  fence.  

Q. That goes around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  r e g u l a r  o l d  barbed w i r e ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q e  
 Had he crossed t h i s  fence? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  'he was &out  26 f e e t  on t h e  i n s i d e  of  it. 

Q. D o  you remember t h e  road 521? Do you remember t h a t  
rou te?  

A. It i s  t h e  road r i g h t  through t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  i f  i t ' s  
t h e  one I ' m  th ink ing  o f .  

A. It i s  more of a pa th .  He wasn ' t  even more than--
he was l e s s  than a PO0 yards o f f  of it. 

Q. North of  i t ,  back toward Uptight? 

A. NO,  no. 

Q. South of  i t ?  

A. J u s t  o f f  of  it, I th ink  it w a s  sou th ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was south .  
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Q e  Well, l e t  me--1'11 p u l l  ou t  t h e  photographs h e r e  
i n  a minute, b u t  l e t  me ask i f  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a l a r g e  arched 
ga te ,  bambootype g a t e  wi th  w r i t i n g  on i t ?  

A. It i s  r i g h t  on t h e  path of t h e  road,  a s  you c a l l  
it. I t  wasn ' t  anything e l a b o r a t e ,  j u s t  an o l d  bamboo--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Bamboo arch? 

A. Yesl sir. 

Q But, it was t h e  ent rance  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  I th ink .  

A. I t  was t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  road,  s o  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
was t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because t h e r e  was no o t h e r  
g a t e  anywhere surrounding. The fence was down i n  a couple 
of p laces  and t h a t ' s  it. 

Q. Well, l e t s  g e t  t o  t h e  map he re  and you can do a 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r  i n  f i x i n g  it. 

(The wi tness  was b r i e f e d  on a e r i a l  photo Exh ib i t  
P-168. ) 

From what we understand, a fence,  from t h e  des-
c r i p t i o n  we have, it s t a r t e d  about a t  t h i s  p o i n t  on 521 and 
s o r t  of c i r c l e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Right,  s i r ,  it does. 

Q. Now t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  we could determine. We thought 
t h a t  poss ib ly  it was a hedgerow, it could have been both.  
Now Exhibi t  MAP-5, when we look a t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  h e r e  and t h e  
road 521 coming up h e r e  l i k e  this--you s e e  t h i s  map symbol which 
i s  ind ica ted  a s  a wa l l  o r  levy which goes around t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  levy ,  which shows up on t h e  map, i s  t h i s  
a rea  r i g h t  he re ,  because it seems t o  follow t h a t  same contour ,  
you see  it goes r i g h t  up by t h e  r i v e r .  Now t h a t  may be t h e  
fence t o  maybe--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Again t h e r e  may be a hedgerow f a r -
t h e r  up, b u t  where w e  were t h e r e  was no hedgerow, j u s t  a fence.  

Q- And t h a t  was a barbed wire  fence? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a barbed wire  fence.  
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Q- A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  coordina tes  which indicated--and 
came back on t h e  l o g  (Exhibi t  M - 1 6 )  show t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
was k i l l e d  t h e r e  ( indicat ing)--was r i g h t  about on t h a t  p l a c e  
I showed you on t h e  map, t h e  levy.  

A. Right.  

Q. With re fe rence  t o  t h e  photograph h e r e ,  we es t ima te  
t h a t  t h e  landing--here i s  t h e  521--that t h e  landing  took p l a c e  
somewhere i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The map shows t h i s  a rea  of 
t h e  graveyard,  b u t  we d o n ' t  know how much of it. I t  took p l a c e  
somewhere i n  h e r e  and Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  somewhere 
i n  here .  Now t h e  g a t e  t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about ,  a s  b e s t  we 
have been a b l e  t o  determine, i s  about he re .  With t h a t  i n  
mind, was Lieutenant  COCHRAN ac ross  t h e  road? 

A. Right ,  he was on t h i s  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. So he  was on t h e  nor thern  s i d e ?  

A. 1 donst t h i n k  it was t h a t  f a r ,  because he  wasn ' t  
f a r  from t h e  r i v e r  a t  a l l .  We h a d n ' t  moved any d i s t a n c e  a t  
a l l  from t h a t  LZ. W e l l ,  we crossed t h e  road. Over i n  h e r e ,  
t he re  was 2 l i t t l e  h igh  s p o t .  A lc t  of t h e  surrol=ding a rea  
was r i c e  f i e l d s  and a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  dikes and everyth ing .  And 
t h e  weapons p la toon of t h e  headqur ters  u n i t  was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q- And you had received no f i r e  by t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now you s t ayed  with t h e  command group? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

9- And were you fol lowing t h e  2d Platoon o r  t h e  3d 
Platoon? 

A. Nei ther  one, we were s t a t i o n a r y ,  sir. The 2d Pla- 
toon was moving r i g h t  up through h e r e ,  nor th .  

Q. U p  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A.  W e l l ,  we were s t a y i n g  r i g h t  along t h e  per imeter  
of t h e  fence,  j u s t  about 20 f e e t  o r  so  i n s i d e  of it and they  
were moving o u t .  T h a t ' s  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN g o t  h i t  and 
about f i v e  o t h e r  guys. And we got  them o u t  and they  had 
moved, oh, 50 f e e t  and t h e  gunner and a couple of o t h e r  guys 
got it. We f i n a l l y  go t  them evacuated o u t  then  they p u l l e d  
t h e  2d Platoon o u t  and we moved back towards t h i s  way, to-
wards t h i s  way, towards t h e  graveyard, and t h a t ' s  where w e  
laagered with Char l i e  Company. 

Q. Okay. Now t h e  t iming we g e t  on t h a t  was 0845, 
f o r  t h e  one k i l l e d  and f o u r  wounded. The n e x t  one was 0930. 
There i s  45 minutes i n  t h e r e  according t o  t h e  l o g  (Exh ib i t  
M-16) . 
A. That i s  about r i g h t .  

Q. You probably he ld  up and go t  a l l  the c a s u a l t i e s  
ou t .  

A. We got  a l l  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  ou t .  

Q. Then, t h e  second one t h a t  t r i p p e d  was t h r e e  wounded 
and it i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were evacuated by a C&C s h i p .  

w 

A.  That i s  r i g h t .  

Q. Was Colonel BARKER aboard? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Now, d i d  Captain MICHLES d i scuss  anything wi th  him 
a t  t h e  time? 

A. No, sir. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, he wasn ' t  n e a r  
t h e  command s h i p  a t  a l l .  I t  was j u s t  down long enough f o r  us 
t o  g e t  t h e  guys on and t h a t  was it. 

Q - And Colonel BARKER d i d n ' t  g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
anybody about t u r n i n g  around and going back? 

A. No, sir.  He may have c a l l e d  on t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  no t  
while  we were on t h e  ground. 
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8 - It was j u s t  a touchdown and pickup? 

A. W e  had them a l l  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t o  pu t  on as  soon 
as he h i t  t h e  ground. 

Q I understand t h a t  t h e  second group, t h a t  t h e  mine 
had a l r eady  been de tec ted  when t h e  man h i t  i t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  way I f e e l  about it. The word of mouth 
j u s t  broke down, t h a t  was it. 

Q Didn ' t  pass it back? 

A.  Didn ' t  pass it back so  t h e  guy l o s t  both l egs .  
And they had a se rgean t  E-5 i n  charge of t h e  platoon a t  t h i s  
time, top  ranking man. 

Q - Then, a f t e r  you g o t  t h a t  bunch i n  the  h e l i c o p t e r
do you remember any o rde r s  coming over  the r ad io?  Were you , 

t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime,  o r  d i d  you go on 
back t o  t h e  CP? 

A.  No, s ir ,  ' I went back t o  t h e  CP. 

& - Werentt you kind s f  c a r e f u l  where you stepped when 
you were going back t o  t h e  CP? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  1 w a s  c a r e f u l  a l l  t he  t i m e .  Tiptoed a l o t .  

Q -- It must have been p r e t t y  obvious you were i n  a mine 
f i e l d ?  

A, W e l l ,  we knew it before  we had gone i n .  

Q How d i d  you know i t ?  

A. We had been t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  before  and go t  
blowed away again.  

Q. W e l l ,  I understand the  platoon was t o l d  t o  double 
back? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 2d Platoon came o u t  of P i n k v i l l e  r i g h t  
where we brought t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t ,  t h e  fence was l ay ing  on 
t h e  ground. 

APP T-378 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Was it a t  t h i s  p lace  t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN ' h i t  
t h i s  fence f i r s t ?  

A. Say, r i g h t  h e r e  i s  t h e  fence ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. T h a t ' s  about  where it is.  

A. Okay, he  was, it was a good d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  maybe it 
was 15  o r  20 yards i n s i d e  t h e  fence and t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  sand 
bank t h a t  r a i s e s  up. What was going on--he hunched down, p u l l e d  
o u t  h i s  map on t o p  of t h i s  sandbag when he h i t  it.. 

Q- How d i d  he  h i t  i t ?  

A. He kicked it w i t h  h i s  f o o t ,  it was j u s t  prone. 

Q =  Oh, because they say he w a s  h i t  i n  t h e  head. 

A. He l o s t  t h i s  arm ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and was h i t  i n  t h e  
head, t h a t ' s  t h e  only p l a c e  he  was h i t .  

Q. During t h i s  per iod ,  d i d  you hea r  any f i r i n g  from 
over toward t h e  s e a ,  from t h e  1st Platoon a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I know o f .  A s  f a r  as I can re-
member, they weren ' t  i n  any c o n t a c t  a t  a l l ,  because I ' m  s u r e  
I would have heard t h a t  over  t h e  r a < i o ,  except  when I w a s  he lp-
i n g  them g e t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t .  

Q. Now, o r i g i n a l l y  when you moved from t h e  LZ, I under-
s t a n d  t h a t  two p la toons ,  t h e  2d and 3d Platoons moved o f f  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ?  

A. Well, we d i d  come back toge the r  l a t e r ,  b u t  a s  far 
as I can remember, one moved t h i s  way and one moved t h e  o t h e r  
( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. One was moving t o  t h e  e a s t  and one was moving s o r t  
of t o  the  n o r t h e a s t .  

A. And we went t o  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  weapons p la-  
toon. Right down i n  t h e r e  were some hootches,  down here  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) ,  and we went through those  i n  about a h a l f  hour o r  
so .  And it wasn ' t  long before  t h a t  we met C h a r l i e  Company. 
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Q. Do you remember what time Char l i e  Company l inked  
up wi th  you? 

A. No, sir,  I don ' t .  I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  n.xh a t t e n -
t i o n  t o  time. 

Q- W e l l ,  l e t  me go over  a few o t h e r  t imes w e  have. 
We go t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  came from t h e  1st Pla toon,  b u t  it went 
back t o  Task Force Barker, because it was ou t  t h e r e  on t h e  
peninsula  and it was across  t h e  water .  his r e p o r t  (Exh ib i t  
M-16) was submit ted a t  0955 and they repor ted  1 2  VC K I A .  

A. It may be  s i r ,  bu t  I didn % h e a r  anything. I t  
could have been because I was away from them, because I moved 
around a l o t .  

Q. Well, t hose  c a s u l a t i e s  o u t  t h e r e  a t  0930--your l a s t  
c a s u a l t y  was supposed t o  have l e f t  somewhere around t h a t  time 
and I would e s t i m a t e  c l o s e  to- 0945, when t h a t  group was p u l l e d  
o u t  and t h i s  happened wi th in  5 or 10 minutes oC t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
mean t h a t  you were nea r  t h e r e  o r  anything,  b u t  I was j u s t  wonder- 
i n g  i f  you heard anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir, I d i d n qt hear  any f i r i n g  o r  anything 
a t  a l l  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. Now 1025i 38 minutes a f t e r  t h a t  one t h e r e  were 
1 8  repor ted  VC KIA.  

A. I know t h e r e  were some repor ted ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
how many. I d i d n ' t  hear  it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  we got  it l a t e r .  
Of course you know, t h a t  was f i l t e r e d  down by word of mouth . 
o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it. 

Q. What d i d  you g e t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number a t  a l l ,  however, w e  
had VC k i l l e d  and t h a t  was on t h i s - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  on t h e  
s e a  s i d e ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. The only  t h i n g  I know i s  t h e  1st Platoon laagered  
i n ,  r i g h t  ac ross  t h e  b r idge ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge .  
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Q. Because t h i s  i s  long before  t h e  n i g h t .  

A. Right. 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  morning. Now a t  1025 
they  repor ted  f ind ing  s t e e l  helmets and uniforms and web 
equipment. 

A. I saw a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Where d i d  you see i t ?  

A. I saw it t h e  next  day across  t h e  br idge .  

Q- Where w a s  i t ?  

A. The 1st Platoon had it. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  steel 
po t ,  b u t  I remember t h e  uniforms. They may have had two o r  
t h r e e  s h i r t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  su re .  I d i d n ' t  pay 
any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q- Web equipment? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. What e l s e  d i d  they  have? J u s t  those  two uniforms? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I remember see ing .  We d i d n ' t  
s t o p  t o  look a t  it. 

Q. What k ind  of  uniforms were they? 

A. Well, they  were OD, t h e  same c o l o r  a s  a G I  uniform. 
They looked cheaper and t h a t ' s  about a l l  I can t e l l  you. 

Q. Were they VC o r  NVA? 

A. To me they  looked l i k e  NVA. They w e r e  a t a n  c o l o r ,  
no t  a t a n  c o l o r ,  b u t  they a r e  a l i g h t e r  o r  a p a l e r  green than  
t h e  G I  uniform i s  when i t ' s  new. 

Q. Shor t ly  a f t e r ,  Captain MICHLES on t h e  ground there--  
say wi th in  t h e  f i r s t  15 o r  20 minutes, probably r i g h t  b e f o r e  
t h a t  f i r s t  mine went off--you d i d n ' t  by any chance hea r  him 
asking f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  reconnaissance up nor th  of  t h e  a r e a ,  
over t h e  r ad io?  
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9. Were you laagered?  

A. No, sir,  t h i s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  aga in  and w e  s t i l l  h a d n ' t  l i n k e d  up wi th  C h a r l i e  
Company y e t .  And w e  w e r e  j u s t  going through h e r e  and we were 
d igging  around t r a s h  p i l e s  and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  The reason 
I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  where it w a s  i s  because t h i s  w a s  o u r  weapons 
p l a toon  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and they  w e r e  t h e  ones t h a t  w e r e  wi th  us. 
Weapons p la toon  headquar te rs  was o u t  t h e r e .  W e  s t ayed  p r e t t y  
t i g h t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. This  would have been--well, a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h o s e  
photographs--how about  E x h i b i t  P-21? Do you recognize  e i t h e r  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Y e s .  

a. Who a r e  they? 

A. H e ' s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  man. 

Q. You a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  man on t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  
photograph? 

A. No rank of  course .  

Q- How about t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. W e  had some Vietnamese wi th  us a f t e r  w e  moved down 
t h e  road t h e  n e x t  day. I c a n ' t  remember where they  picked 
them up. I d o n ' t  remember them be ing  flown i n ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  
have them w i t h  us t h e  f i r s t  day. So w e  had some ARVN t roops ,  
I mean w e  had t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  those .  

Q *  W e l l ,  do you remember s e e i n g  t h e s e  people  o u t  t he re  
t h e  f i r s t  day, i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. How about Exh ib i t  P-22? 

(The wi tness  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-22 .) 

A. No. 
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Q - Do you know any o f  t h e  Vietnamese i n  E x h i b i t  P-23? 
(Witness reviews P-23. ) 

A. N o .  

Q. Have you e v e r  seen  t h e  two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  i n  
E x h i b i t  P-66? 

(The wi tness ,  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-66 .) 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  were w i t h  us .  

Q Do you recognize  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  E x h i b i t  P-208? 
I r e a l i z e  t hey  have sacks  on t h e i r  heads ,  b u t  I thought  you 
would have seen  them? 

(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-20 8. ) 

A- , They are probably o u r s .  

Q Does t h i s  t h i n g  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  ones 
, t h a t  w e r e  s h o t ?  You look a t  t h e  photograph c l o s e l y ,  it may 

b e  f a m i l i a r  t o  you as t o  where t hey  are l o c a t e d ?  

A. I ' m  a lmost  s u r e  t h i s  i s  B Company p e r i m e t e r  r i g h t  
around t h i s  tree l i n e  h e r e ,  because I ' m  t h i n k i n g  t h i s  should 
be  f a c i n g  towards--well,  l i k e  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be  r i g h t  
h e r e .  ( i n d i c a t i n g .  ) 

Q. U p  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I n  t h e  r ight-hand co rne r .  

Q - Right-hand co rne r  o f  t h e  photograph? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t - - i f  t h e s e  are t h e  ones we had ,  
I c a n ' t  remember what w e  d i d  w i t h  them e i t h e r ,  excep t  I ' m  
s u r e  w e  k e p t  them ove rn igh t .  But I can ' t  remember what we 
d i d  w i t h  them t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q- Does t h i s  photo E x h i b i t  P-209 look f a m i l i a r ?  

(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-209. ) 

A. T h a t ' s  ou r  CP. 

Q 
t h a t ?  

CP t h a t  n i g h t ?  C Company w a s  some d i s t a n c e  from 
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Q .  Now, t h e r e  were son16 events  a t  t h e  br idge  which I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  pin dawn. Do you r e c a l l  which platoon was i n  t h e  
lead and which one w a s  following when you l e f t  t h e  l a a g e r  
area? 


A, I b @ L i e ~ ~ et h e  2d Platoon was p o i n t  platoon t h a t  day 
and t3?n it. w a s  the h e a d ~ u a r t e r s  company, weapons platoon and 
t h e  32 Platoon, 

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  any ac t ion  as  you approached 
the bridge? Dc yala recall. t h e  1-ead platoon having any ac t ion  
a t  231, GZ any contact? 

A. I do^" remember any con tac t ,  b u t  we de tec ted  a 

couple of p laces  i n  t h e  t r a i l  with t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  and made 

s u r e  w e  went araund then--that was r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  

bridge. gut do~,dn"he +.rail t o  wi th in  50  yards of t h e  t r a i l ,  
-
s doc'.!: rerne~hei:anything a t  a l l .  

g =  I uz.l.erstan6 t h e r e  was a couple o f  engineer  demo- 
k i t i o n  people w i t h  t h e  company. 

(2 find a t  one kine o r  another  those  people were c a l l e do 

forward. 

A. R i q I I t  a.t t he  end of t h e  br idge .  

'2 1?3,-,+'- c a l l e d  forward t o  remove some mines .J ,,,!c-.ywere 
or bscby trrn.ps, I'm "; .~yingt-s ge t  th.e sequence o f  t h e  events .  
I d m '"c !(;..ams~wheth,es-- t h e s e  th ings  occurred before  o r  a f t e r  
TAYLOR was won~dc3on ?.he o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge .  Appar-
ently, t h e  mines  ~ : c ~ xdetected on your s i d e  of t h e  br idge  
o r  poss ib ly  detecf:.zd before  TAYLOR was wounded? 

A, I don' t  know, s i r ,  I clon't be l i eve  so .  TAYLOR was 
h i t  ox-:,t h i s  s F G c  ~f the br idge  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

9 - Th3.t i s  correct , .  He was o u t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A. A n d  t hey  had him u p  and t h e  chopper was l i f t i n g  ou t  
befor2  w e  even got i n  s i g h t .  
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Before you ever  saw t h e  br idge? 

Before we ever  saw t h e  br idge .  

Q A f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded, from t h e  time you l e f t  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  u n t i l  you moved down t o  t h e  road ,  d i d  you 
stop? Did you h a l t  far any per iod  of time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Very long? 

A. Not more than  5 qr PO minutes.  W e  nsy have h a l t e d  
two o r  t h r e e  t imes.  

Q* A l l  r i g h t ,  you moved down t o  t h e  road and then you 
h a l t e d  a l s o  on t h e  road a couple of t imes.  

A. Wellp t h i s  was t h e  r ~ a dlindicatingl we s tayed  on 
a l l  t h e  time. We d i d n ' t  g e t  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  W e  s tayed  r i g h t  
i n  t h e  middle. 

Q - D i d  you hear the e x p l o s i ~ n swhen TAYLOR was h i t ?  

A. Y e s  , s i . r ,  

Q. Did y ~ csee it? 

A. No, w e  were t o o  far away, 

Q. How f a r  away do you es t ima te  you were when t h e  ex-
plos ion  occurred? 

A. I c a n ' t  remembir. W e  were c l o s e  enough t h a t  we 
probably could have seen it i f  t h e r e  were s t ra ightaway s h o t  
a t  a l l .  This  i s  t h e  road r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  One of 
those  had a t u r n  i n  it and we should have been r i g h t  about i n  
he re  somewhere, no t  t o o  f a r  away. 

Q. 200 yards? 

A .  Poss ib ly  o r  a a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r .  But I ' m  s u r e  we 
would have been c l o s e  enough t o  s e e  t h e  explosion i f  we had 
a c l e a r  s h o t ,  
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Q Well, t h e  l o g  (Exhibi t  M - 1 6 ) ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a 
booby t r a p  o r  a mine was t r i p p e d  a t  0810 and than  a t  0845--
w e l l ,  l e t  me ask you t h i s ,  d i d  you hea r  any s m a l l  arms f i r e  
down t h e r e ?  

A. 'NO, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. The l o g  (Exh ib i t  M-16) r e p o r t s  t h a t  a t  0845, t h e  
1st Platoon rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. I don1t remember hea r ing  t h e  f i r e  a t  a l l .  

Q. You had nothing t o  do with t h e  evacuat ion of  TAY-
LOR, because h e  -was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. N o ,  sir .  SILVA handled t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any gunships coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q. Okay, when you moved up t o  t h e  br idge  and s t a r t e d  
going across  was t h e r e  anything unusual about t h e  cross ing?  

A .  No, s i r ,  j u s t  slow and c a r e f u l - - j u s t  about a l l  I 
dould say. 

Q e  TAYLOR was gone by t h e  t ime you go t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You got  ac ross  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  what 
happened then? 

A. We were t h e r e  f o r  sometime. I c a n ' t  remember ex-
a c t l y  how long we were t h e r e  j u s t  looking around t h e  a rea .  
The company commander was confe r r ing  with t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and 
t h a t ' s  when Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n .  He come i n  on a chopper 

Landed r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge?  

A. Well, a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  ways from t h e  br idge .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a t r a i l  when you go t  ac ross  t h e  br idge?  
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A s  A t r a i l ,  s t r a i g h t  and then  a t r a i l  branched o f f  
t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q .  Off t o  t h e  r i g h t  and it was down t h a t  t r a i l  t h e r e  
was supposed t o  be a v i l l a g e .  Did you see i t ?  

A. There w e r e  some hootches .  They were n o t  s i m i l a r  
t o  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  a c t u a l l y  because they  were made o u t  of 
nud a d  s t r aw b r i c k s ,  I guess t h a t ' s  what they  were formed 
o f .  But I b e l i e v e  when w e  go t  t o  t h a t  p l a c e ,  w e  stopped f o r  
noon chow, because I e x p l i c i t l y  remember one of t h e  ARVNS 
chas ing  a chicken around t h e  hootches t r y i n g  t o  ca t ch  him. 
They d i d n ' t  c a r r y  t o o  much r a t i o n s  wi th  them. 

Q The chicken was i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  y ~ u ' r et a l k i n g  
about?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  1 saw no c iv iL ians  whatsoever. 

Q You d i d n a t  see m y ?  

A. No, sir.  Pe r sona l ly ,  1 wouP.&~-'tc a l l  i t  a v i l l a g e ,  
because t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  more than  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  hootches .  A l l  
f o u r  oE t h e s e ,  there were no c f v i i i a n s  present  t h a t  I saw. 

9 W e l l ,  when you g o t  over  t h e r e ,  d id  you t a l k  t o  
SILVA? 

A. Y e s ,  he  was my b e s t  buddy. 

Q. Did SILVA say  anything about TAYLOR be ing  wounded 
o r  say any th ing  about  h o w , i t  happened? 

A. H e  t o l d  m e  about  TAYLOR. TAYLOR was walking p o i n t  
w i th  him. TAYLOR s a i d  he saw it b e f o r e  he s tepped  on it; 
s a i d  h i s  f o o t  was t h e r e  and he  c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  it. He presumed, 
and a f t e r  what h e  t o l d  me I presumed, t h a t  it wasn ' t  anything 
b u t  a powder charge ,  because TAYLOR j u s t  l o s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  
o f  h i s  f o o t  from t h e  i n i t i a l  b l a s t .  I f  it had been anything 
wi th  sha rpne l  i n  it he  would have l o s t  h i s  ieg. The only 
t h i n g  he  g o t  from it, bes ides  h i s  f o o t  of  course ,  I t h i n k  
w e r e  a couple  o f  c u t s  on h i s  face--other  than  t h a t  it wasn ' t  
much. 
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Q. Did he say anything about t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  occur-
red  t h e r e  t h e  day before? 

A. Said he had t h e  h e l l  scared  o u t  of him a l l  n i g h t  
l ay ing  down i n  t h i s  hole  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q Well, t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Right.  

Q *  I meant the opera t ion  the  day be fo re ,  d i d  he say  
t h a t  they had a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  over t h e r e  o r  anything? 

A. No, sir. I don" remember him mentioning it a t  a l l .  
My mind is completely blank, except  I heard w e  d i d  have some 
VC KIA,  I never s a w  any of them and r e a l l y  nobody ever  t a l k e d  
about them t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - Did he say anything about TAYLOR having a woman 
leading  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Now, we d i d  use p o i n t s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  re-
member him saying it t h a t  day. 

Q - Did you see these  ARVN t h a t  day with a  woman cooking
t h a t  chicken? 

A. N o ,  sir,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. I d i d n ' t  s ee  any 
c i v i l i a n s  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  Exhibi t  P-210. Did you ever  see 
t h a t  person i n  t h e r e ?  

(The witness  reviewed Exhibi t  P-210 .) 

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. The place--the hootches 
I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  were made o u t  of something s i m i l a r  t o  th i s - -
I don ' t  know whether it was r e d  b r i c k  o r  whether it was--it 
looked almost l i k e  sandstone,  only it was red. The ones I re-
member were made o u t  of b igger  squares ,  l i k e  c inder  blocks.  

Q- What a r e  you t e l l i n g  me about t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  A r e  
you saying t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  of f  t h a t  t r a i l  over  t h e  b r idge  
t h e r e ,  is  a more permanent v i l l a g e  than  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ?  
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A. The only t h i n g  I can say is  it is  very seldom t h a t  
you ever  see  a s  permanent a v i l l a g e ,  because most of t h e  t ime 
it is  o l d  sc raps ,  t i n ,  cardboard,  palm, you know, t h a t  the  
hootches a r e  made ou t  o f .  Even i n  the  town, along Highway 1 
o r  anything. You seldom see a house made o u t  of b r i ck  t h a t  
I s a w .  

& Did you see  it anywhere e l s e  along t h e  c o a s t  t h a t  
day ? 

A. That w a s  when we were maving this way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- South? 

A. We went c l e a r  down t o . t h e  beach, When we went up 
here  where t h i s  o l d  French f o r t  was-- 

( In te rpos ing)  Back up t o  %he nor th .  

A. Right where we p u l l e d  the MEDCAD- t h e r e  on t h e  
beach 1 t h i n k  I saw a couple made p a r t l y  o u t  of t h e  same sub-
s tance ,  b u t  on t h e  whole they were j u s t  r e g u l a r  o l d  run of 
the m i l l  shacks. 

Q When you g o t  over there h a t  morning--this v i i l a g e  
t h a t  was cons t ruc ted  from a d i f f e r e n t  type of m a t e r i a l ,  had 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  been burned? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. It wasn ' t  burned t h e  day be fa re?  

A. No, sir,  the  hootches were s t i l l  i n t a c t .  I a t e  
lunch i n s i d e  one of  them. M e  and Lieutenant  BOATMAN were 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did they appear t o  have been l i v e d  i n ?  

A. They looked l i k e  they had been searched o r  ransacked 
I d o n ' t  know, whatever you wish t o .  c a l l  it. There wasn ' t nothin2 
i n  any o r d e r l y  fashion  and t h e r e  was j u s t  s t u f f  thrown a l l  
over  the  p lace .  Boards and s t u f f  they used f o r  bedding were 
down. I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  anyone ' l iv ing  t h e r e  r i g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
no sir ,  un less  it had j u s t  been messed up. \ 
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Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  any bodies over  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  one. 

Q. Did you see  any evidence of new graves i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  sir. But then ,  myself ,  I wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  o f f  
the  t r a i l .  I w a s  i n  t h e  hootch, b u t  it was r i g h t  on the  t r a i l .  
That ' s  as f a r  a s  I g o t  o f f  that t r a i l  t h a t  day except  when we 
laagered a t  n i g h t .  

Q Did you see any r e s u l t s ,  of small  a r m s  f i r e  on those 
houses? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. They d i d n ' t  appear t o  be b e a t  up much? 

A. No. Everything was d i s o r d e r l y .  I d o n ' t  remember 
see ing  anything broken up o r  destroyed o r  you know--that ac-
t u a l l y  looked l i k e  it had been f i r e d  on. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  would have been the  a r e a .  How about t h e  
bunker, do you remember see ing  any bunkers i n  t h e r e ?  

A. That was c l o s e r  t o  the  end of t h e  br idge .  

Q. Closer  t o  the  end of  the  br idge?  Was t h i s  o u t s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  the  bunker? 

A. Yes, sir, a s  f a r  a s  I can remember, a s  soon as you 
g e t  o f f  the  end of t h e  b r idge ,  t h e r e  is ,  I d o n ' t  know, a c lus-
t e r  of bunkers--this r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i s  a sand bank 
going up, then  it s lopes  down t o  t h e  beach. A s  f a r  as I can 
remember, t h e  bunkers were j u s t  down on a l i t t l e  f l a t  t h e r e ,  
between t h e  s a n d h i l l  and the  stream t h a t  we crossed  by t h e  
br idge.  They were r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e  t o  the  end of t h e  b r idge ,  
bu t  then t h e  v i l l a g e  I remember is  f u r t h e r  down. 

Q. To the  south? 

A. Down towards t h e  c o a s t .  

9 - This is r e c e n t  photography, Exh ib i t  P-217. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  br idge  being broken. 
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&. This i s  i n  January of t h i s  year .  

You d i d  say r e c e n t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

Q o Y e s ,  That i s  t h e  br idge ,  that is  t he  s e a ,  and t h i s  
i s  the  r idge .  

A. Right ,  

8 .  And t h e  P i n k v i l l e  extended up t h i s  way o r  was it 
the  P i n k v i l l e - - t h i s  area--well,  l e t  me g e t  t h i s  MAP-4 here ,  
because t h a t  i s  only one way I can o r i e n t  you. Bere is the  
br idge ,  see ,  t h i s  a r e a  here  on t h e  photograph? 

(The witness  w a s  shown Exhibi t  MAP-4.) 

A. Yes. 

Q* 1 don ' t  know what type of t . i3~f.~~.ref-ha.t i s ,  bu t  t h a t  
is it r i g h t  he re .  See? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And then  t h a t  graveyard i s  o u t  he re ,  t h a t ' s  t h i s  
area r i g h t  h e r e  and you see t h e  P i n k v i l l e  s t a r t s  r i g h t  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s ,  where I ' m  po in t ing  he re .  Then t h a t  road--
the road seems t o  be s o r t  of l o s t  i n  h e r e ,  S u t  runs down r i g h t  
the re .  Tha t ' s  this one t h a t  comes down here.  And it ind i -
c a t e s  over  he re - - i t  d i d  have a road t h a t  goes o u t  toward t h e  
s e a  and then t u r n s  down t h i s  way. Now t h a t ' s  an o r i e n t a t i o n .  
The o t h e r  t h i n g  I might show you is--we a r e  t a l k i n g  about this. 
See, you can t ake  your water  from r i g h t  t h e r e ,  see  how it 
spreads  i n  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  s o  we're t a l k i n g  about t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  here .  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. Right.  

Q Now what I ' m  going t o  do is  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  on here  
what you know about t h i s  bunker complex you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, l i k e  you say ,  t h e r e  is 
a pa th  t h a t  comes o f f  he re ,  s t r a i g h t  up t o  the beach. This 
is all wooded a r e a  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q- I t  was a wooded a r e a ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e r e  were palm trees. There were some l a r g e  trees r i g h t  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  Of course  it i s  wooded and up h e r e  is smal l  shrub- 
bery l i k e  s t u f f .  A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, t h e r e  a r e  some 
l a r g e  trees i n  t h i s  a r e a .  J u s t  come down t h i s  pa th  a s h o r t  
ways and h e r e  a r e  t h e  bunkers. 

Q - This  i s  what w e  are t a l k i n g  about.  We're t a l k i n g
about  a scale h e r e ,  one inch  equa l s  about  50 m e t e r s .  We're 
t a l k i n g  between 200 and 300 meters  from t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  
sea.  

A. That seems about  r i g h t .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  would make t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  b r idge  about 
80 meters, maybe a l i t t l e  more than  t h a t .  But now how f a r  
a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge  d i d  you go be fo re  t h e  t r a i l  t u r n e d  
south? Was it c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i d g e ?  

A, I ' d  s a y  it was about  h a l f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  
r i d g e  and t h e  b r i d g e ,  because we  w e r e  never  on t h e  r i d g e  our-
s e l v e s  o r  I wasn ' t .  I t  seems t o  m e  we  r a n  pe rpend icu la r  w i th  
the  r i d g e ,  r i g h t  i n  the  c e n t e r  a lmost ,  

Q - W e l l ,  t h e  road would have come t o  something l i k e  
t h i s ,  going o u t  toward the--you say h a l f  way between the  b r idge  
and t h e  r i d g e  o r  t h e  b r idge  and t h e  s e a t  was t h e  road? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know how f a r  t h e  sea was a c t u a l l y  
o r  how b i g  t h e  beach was, because w e  couldnst see t h e  sea, 
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ] .  

Q. W e l l ,  th ' is would be about  t h e  l o c a t i o n  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about then  when it tu rned  south .  When it turned south where 
was t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The v i l l a g e  t h a t  I remember was on down t h i s  way, 

Q. Is t h i s  it f u r t h e r  down? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - How f a r  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  
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9. Where were t h e s e  bunkers you were t a l k i n g  about? 

a.  They were where t h e  t r a i l  c u t  o f f  and s t a r t e d  
south.  The bunkers were h e r e  and he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e r e  
were maybe e i g h t  o r  t e n  bunkers. There wasn ' t  any l a r g e ,  
you know, real  l a r g e  amount, b u t  t h e  reason  I remember t h e  
b i g  trees i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  bunkers w e r e  p a r t i a l l y  cons t ruc ted  
of logs about  t h a t  b i g  around ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I can remember 
t h a t ,  

9. Now which d i r e c t i o n  were t h e s e  bunkers f ac ing?  

A, There was no d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  I could  determine.  

Q. B u t  you say they w e r e  a t  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  w e l l ,  
you t u r n  and a f t e r  you made t h e  t u r n  the bunkers w e r e  r i g h t  
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
8 .  O n  each s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  o r  on one s i d e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  on both  s i d e s  s f  t h e  t r a i l ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
carl't: sweai: tc +&at. 

Q And how much space d id  they  coves? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they went 50 ya rds  a l l  of them t o -
g e t h e r ,  because they  were clustered as f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q So %hey would be s~mewhereabout i n  h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right, sir. 

Q.. Eow what w a s  t h e  purpose of t h e s e  bunkers? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q Have you eve r  seen anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  before?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Where? 

A.  W e l l ,  o u t  on t h e  pen insu la  they have some l i k e  
that. You mean s i t u a t e d  i n  t h a t  o r d e r  o r  j u s t  p l a i n  l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q. Where a l l  t h e  bunkers a r e  c l u s t e r e d  t o g e t h e r .  

A. Oh, no, I have never  seen  t h a t  except  f o r  maybe 
that v i l l a g e .  
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Q =  This was n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Was t h i s  on t h e  
ou t s ide  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. , No, s i r ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember--I d o n ' t  re-
member see ing  t h e  hootches i n  t h a t  p lace .  

Q. Where d i d  t h e  v i l l a g e  s t a r t ,  j u s t  south of t h e  
bunkers? 

A. As wel l  a s  I can remember, t h e  v i l l a g e  wasn ' t  even 
i n  s i g h t .  Of course ,  it d i d n ' t  have t o  be very f a r ,  because 
l i k e  I say,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of brush. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Did t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  go along t h e  
t r a i l  again? 

A. Right,  sir, t h e  hootches '  edges are r i g h t  on t h e  
t r a i l .  

Q And it was south of t h e s e  bunkers though? 
.... 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  r idge?  

Q- Now how many hootches do you t h i n k  were i n s i d e  of 
the--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  remember. It was about 
four .  

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir ,  and again they were on both sides 
of the  t ra i l .  

Q - W e l l ,  t hese  weren ' t  hootches up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
where t h e  bunkers a r e ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  they w e r e  j u s t  p l a i n  o l d  covered bunkers. 
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Q- D i r t  covered,  r e i n f o r c e d  bunkers.  Now t h i s  l i t t l e  
hamlet  down h e r e  o r  v i l l a g e  i s  only  f o u r  hootches? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e .  herr re wasn' t enough f o r  
m e  t o  t h i n k  it was a v i l l a g e  a c t u a l l y .  

Q. Now what could those  bunkers have been used f o r ?  
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A,  I d o n ' t  have any idea .  

Q e  Were they col lapsed  when you saw them o r  what? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so,  no. The ones t h a t  I could see 
i n t o ,  I do n o t  be l i eve  were col lapsed .  

Q 0 Did these  bunkers appear t o  be defens ive  bunkers 
o r  s h e l t e r  bunkers? 

A. I would say they were s h e l t e r  bunkers, because I 
saw no reason t o  suspect  they were defens ive  bunkers. 

Q o  But they were s i t t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  by themselves? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Right t h e r e  a t  t h e  end of the  br idge.  
You could throw a rock and h i t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge .  

a - W e l l ,  how many bunkers do you t h i n k  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. E ight  o r  t en .  I know t h e r e  was more t h e r e  than I 
had ever  seen before  i n  a c l u s t e r  l i k e  t h a t .  I mean you d o n ' t  
s e e  t h a t  t o o  o f t e n ,  a t  l e a s t  we d i d n ' t .  

Q P e c u l i a r  t o  me. I d o n ' t  understand it. 

A. They were t h e r e .  

Q - What about he re  on t h e  r idge  i t s e l f ?  Were t h e r e  
any bunkers t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it, sir.  No, sir. When we moved 
o u t ,  I know our  3d Platoon worked t h e  r idge  way. They went 
up and worked t h e i r  way down. 

Q. I n  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  down t h e r e  where these  four  
o r  f i v e  hootches were, w a s  t h i s  t h e  a r e a  where you a t e  lunch 
i n  one hootch? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h e r e  appeared t o  be no gunshot damage t o  these  
hootches? 

A. No, sir. Not t h a t  I can remember. Everything w a s  
all s c a t t e r e d  o u t .  
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Q. W e l l ,  could t h e r e  have been hootches up here  where 
those  bunkers w e r e  t h i s  prev ious  day,  t h a t  could have been de-
s t royed?  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember even see ing  anyth ing  t h a t  
resembled t h i s .  I could be completely wrong, b u t  I c a n Pt 
b r i n g  to  mind anyth ing  t h a t  even resembles one of t h e s e  
bunkers. 

Q. Did t h e s e  appear t o  be a family type  bunker t h a t  
you would expec t  t o  s e e  a hootch by, o r  weren ' t  t hey  de-
s igned t h a t  way? 

A.  To m e  they  weren ' t  a s  l a r g e  a s  most family type  
bunkers you would s e e  i n  a v i l l a g e .  No, they  weren ' t  t h a t  
l a r g e  a t  a l l .  They may have gone underground. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about  a bunker complex
before  going i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Before you went i n  t h e r e  ,where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. Over t h e  r a d i o  of  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q What d i d  they  say? 

A. A l l  I heard  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember, L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM was on t h e  road and Captain MICHLES s a i d  a bunker 
complex w a s  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. 

Q Said  t h e r e  was a bunker complex? 

A. Right.  

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  when t h e  1st Pla toon  l a a g e r e d  i n  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  t hey  w e r e  h e r e  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  somewhere r i g h t  
here .  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. A s  well. a s  I can remember, they were on t h e  lower 
s i d e  of the  t r a i l  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  beach. 

Q. When L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM t o l d  him t h e r e  was a 
bunker complex ove r  t h e r e ,  was he asking f o r  weapons suppor t ,  
or  what wag he t e l l i n g  him t h a t  f o r ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. A s  we l l  a s  I can remember, he 
d i d n ' t  c a l l  f o r  anything on t h e  r a d i o  and t h e r e  a r e  no 
gunships i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t ime. I ' m  r e l a t i v e l y  s u r e  I d o n ' t  
remember hear ing  any f i r i n g  a t  a l l .  

Q Well, now do you r e c a l l  pass ing ,  walking by these  
bunkers? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. If you had wanted t o ,  could you have gone down i n  
one of those bunkers? Were they open? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - They hadn ' t  been caved i n ?  

A N o ,  sir, as we l l  as I can rememberi t hey  weren ' t  
caved i n  a t  a l l .  Now some of t h e  openings were faced away from 
t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  I could n o t  see .  I ' m  su re  a couple 
could have gone i n t o .  And a s  f a r  a s  I could s e e ,  they had n o t  
been destroyed and I d o n ' t  remember us des t roying  them e i t h e r .  

Q .?iipp,y+.hinqelse ye?-1 re_nlez-%erabnl-zt this a r e a  over 
here?  

Not t h a t  s p e c i f i c  a r e a ,  no. 

Q . You didn t see  any bodies  a t  a l l  over here  ( indi -
c a t i n g )  on t h a t  r idge?  

A. No, sir,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. I d i d n ' t  see any 
a t  a l l .  

Q - Okay. Now what happened t h a t  n igh t?  The 1st 
Platoon s t ayed  over  t h e r e .  They laagered  up nor th .  They 
laagered  up c l o s e  to  t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e .  They l e f t  
t h a t  br idge.  I d o n ' t  know why, bu t  they l e f t  t h a t  br idge.  

A. The reason I thought they were i n  here  i s  because 
w e  picked them up here  t h e  next  morning. I t  was j u s t  my 
understanding they w e r e  c l o s e r .  t o  t h e  br idge  r i g h t  o f f  the  
t r a i l .  
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Q. They went up--well, they d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  way 
up t h e r e ,  bu t  they  went p r e t t y  f a r .  Now on t h e  17 th ,  the  com-
pany moved ou t .  They l e f t  t h e  3d platoon up t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i -
c i n i t y  of t h e  br idge wi th  the  mortars.  The 2d Platoon moved 
along the  c o a s t  going south and t h e  1st Platoon moved south 
along t h e  r i v e r  with t h e  CP. There should have been some ARVN 
with t h e  group a t  t h a t  time and a t  the  time Lieutenant  LEWIS 
came i n  on t h a t  a i r c r a f t ,  he should have been with Lieutenant  
MUNDY . 
A. Y e s ,  sir. Lieutenant  MUNDY was wi th  us. 

Q- And then t h e r e  w a s  somebody e l s e  on t h a t  a i r c r a f t .  
Do you remember anybody e l s e  on i t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  

Q Where d i d  the  a i r c r a f t  land? Would you say it 
landed r i g h t  by t h e  br idge? 

A. W e l l ,  no t  r i g h t  by the  b r idge ,  b u t  we were s t i l l  
i n  the  v i c i n i t y  when t h e  chopper came i n ,  It  seems t o  m e  l i k e  
when we picked up Lieutenant  LEWIS, he went wi th  t h e  3d Pla-
toon-. He became .3d Platoon l e a d e r  and I d o n ' t  remember him 
s tay ing  back with t h e  weapons platoon a t  a l l .  

Q. No. He went with t h e  2d Platoon. 

A. A s  we l l  as I can remember, he went along t h e  r i d g e  
a l l  t he  way down t o  t h e  c o a s t  and I remember h i s  p la toon f i r i n g  
an evading VC, because t h e  reason I remember t h a t  is  t h a t  
he was e x c i t e d  on the  r a d i o  a t  t h i s  f i r s t  combat a c t i o n .  He 
was a l i t t l e  e x c i t e d ,  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  a c t i o n  t h a t  I 
can remember i n  t h a t  whole t h i n g ,  o t h e r  than  booby t r a p s .  

9 Well, he r epor ted  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  it was around 1300, 
t h a t  he s igh ted  two VC and they k i l l e d  one. They never found 
t h e  body, b u t  they repor ted  a k i l l .  Now what do you suppose 
ever  happened t o  a11 of those bodies  t h a t  were k i l l e d  up t h e r e  
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 38 VC K I A  r epor ted .  

A. T h a t ' s  on t h e  south s i d e  of the  br idge .  
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Q - Tha t ' s  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of the  br idge  t h e r e .  There were 38  people supposedly k i l l e d  
on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th.  They l e f t  t h a t  p lace ,  they 
d i d n ' t  s t a y  there--the platoon t h e r e ,  and you supposedly go t  
over t h e r e  t h e  next  morning. Where a r e  these  bodies? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I d o n ' t  even r e c o l l e c t  see ing  
a p lace  where 38 peopie l i v e d .  

Q - Do you t h i n k  they were down i n  those bunkers? 

A. Could be,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - They weren ' t  .caved i n ?  

A. NO, b u t  I don1t make it a h a b i t  s f  going i n  bunkers. 

9- What about t h i s  man King LITTLE, do you know him? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q- Was he a tunne l  r a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- W e l l ,  I j n s t  d o n ' t  know where t h e s e  38 KIA a r e  
suppose t o  be loca ted .  

Q Now on t he  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  have been people t h a t  
came over t h e  br idge  that day t h a t  saw one or two bcd ies ,  
around d i f f e r e n t  placas. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  them. I ' m  n o t  saying
they weren I-t ."I-~~ier .e ,- because .they nay. have been, bu t  I d i d n r 2  
see  them. O f  course,  p la toons  g e t  spread o u t  over  more 
a r e a  than I d i d .  But I j u s t  d i d n ' t  s ee  any bodies whatso-
ever  t h a t  I can remember, 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a boa t  o r  
a sampan w a s  taken under f i r e  about halfway down t h e  peninsula .  
A s  you went south  on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e ,  do you remember any 
f i r i n g  over  t h e r e  on your s i d e  of t h e  peninsula? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  day we went south? 

Q - Tha t ' s  t h e  day you went south e i t h e r  going down 
o r  coming back. 
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A. No, sir., n o t  t h a t  I can remember. Any r e a c t i o n  I 
remember whatsoever was i n  the  3d Platoon--opened f i r e  on one 
o r  two VC o r  whatever it was. 

Q - Do you remember a photographer coming i n  wi th  Lieu-
t enan t  LEWIS, probably with a baseba l l  cap on, s t a rched  fa-
t i g u e s  and MACV patch? 

A. No, t h a t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l .  I'm 
su re  I should have seen him, because he s t ayed  wi th  headquar-
ters o u t f i t .  

Q No, he s tayed over  t h e r e  with 2d Platoon a t  l e a s t  
w e  th ink  he d i d ,  i f  he w a s  o u t  t h e r e .  Then t h e r e  was a l s o  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  some booby t r a p s  and mines were destroyed about 
halfway down and t h a t  r e p o r t  w a s  made a t - - i t  was 1000 t h a t  
morning, 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any booby t r a p s  a t  a l l  a f t e r  we 
crossed t h e  br idge .  

Q What about going south ,  were t h e  v i l l a g e s  being
burned? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. If my memory 
serves  me r i g h t ,  t h i s  a r e a  wasn ' t  r e a l  populated down through 
here.  There was a beach a r e a  r i g h t  a t  the  v i l l a g e ,  but a l l  w e  
d i d  was go down t h e r e .  We weren ' t  t h e r e  10 minutes. W e  
moved back n o r t h  and laagered  up i n  here  somewhere--and again 
a graveyard t h a t  we laagered  i n  or  a resemblance of t h e  grave-
yard,  because t h a t ' s  where I was a t .  

Q - W e l l ,  do you recognize t h i s  ~ x h i b i tP-212? 

(The wi tness  w a s  handed Exhibi t  P-212 t o  review.) 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q .  You mean where the  r i v e r  runs i n t o  t h e  beach i n  
the  southern p a r t ?  

A. Where t h e  r i v e r  runs i n t o  t h e  ocean o r  whatever it 
is ,  the  sea .  The only real populated a r e a  I can remember a l l  
the  way south.  

(SWEENEY) APP T-378 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- No people around? Were these  v i l l a g e s  j u s t  de-
s e r t e d  f o r  a day o r  two o r  d i d  they appear t o  be uninhabi ted? 

A. Well, t h i s  v i l l a g e  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a s  f a r  a s  I 
can remember, I ' m  su re  it was inhab i t ed .  

Q .  That ' s  t h e  one i n  t h e  photograph. I mean the  o t h e r s  
going down t h e r e ?  

A. No, I saw no resemblance of people whatsoever. The 
way everyth ing  was messed up and thrown around I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  had been any people i n  t h e r e  i n  s e v e r a l  days. 

Q Nothing o t h e r  than  what you have descr ibed ,  two VC 
taken under f i r e  t h a t  day, t h a t  you can r e c a l l .  How about 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  anybody come i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

ALa e 

chow t h a t  
i n  a t  a l l  

The only t h i n g  I can remznber 
n i g h t .  That ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  

i s  t h a t  w e  got  ho t  
I can remember coming 

Q You d o n ' t  remember burning v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day? 

Q- Okay. The next  morning, you g o t  up and you moved 
back toward t h e  br idge  t o  pick up t h e  3d Platoon and then 
moved on up t o  t h e  a r e a  up in--where t h e  MEDCAP w a s  held.  

A. Right.  

Q The primary t h i n g s  w e  would l i k e  t o  know about t h a t  
day, is whether o r  n o t  you saw any -RVN o r  Vietnamese up t h e r e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. We had ARVN with  us ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q Did you see  any M I  people o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. The only M I  man I can remember is  t h e  one 
I poin ted  o u t  i n  the  p i c t u r e .  H e ' s  t h e  only one t h a t  ever  
worked wi th  us .  I t ake  t h a t  back. I t  w a s  a se rgean t ,  I be-
lieve he w a s  a se rgean t  t h a t  w a s  wi th  us t h a t  n i g h t ,  but  I 
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c a n ' t  remember him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  was wi th  us t h e  l a s t  n igh t  
we w e r e  o u t  because we  had, I d o n ' t  know, we had maybe 10 o r  12 
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  n i g h t  when w e  l aage red .  But t h i s  is  t h e  only  
t i m e  t h a t  we  had anybody bes ides  t h i s  o t h e r  guy t h a t  I po in ted  
o u t  with  us .  But I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was a s e r g e a n t  o u t  t h e r e  t h i s  
t i m e .  

Q U.S. type ,  you mean? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  he look l i k e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, he was probably 
i n  h i s  l a t e  3 0 ' s ,  b u t  r e a l l y ,  t h e r e  was no o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e s  
about him. My mind works r i g h t  he re - - i t  was t h e  f i r s t  I have 
eve r  seen a M I  man wi th  any k ind  of rank.  I have never  seen  
one be fo re  wi th  any i n d i c a t i o n  of what h i s  rank may be. 

9- During t h i s  t i m e ,  w e r e  t h e r e  any p r i s o n e r s  o u t  t h e r e ?  
Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on d u r i n g  t h e  MEDCAP? 1 

A. Anytime t h a t  day,  y e s ,  sir. I was he lp ing  wi th  t h e  
MEDCAP, I t h i n k ,  w i th  300 some people t h a t  day.  But I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  was some i n t e r r o g a t i o n  going on,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember seeing 
any. I d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  s ee ing  t h i s  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  whatever h i s  
name i s ,  t h e r e .  I d o n s t  remember s e e i n g  him u n t i l  a c t u a l l y  t h e  
next  morning, because a f t e r  we  l aage red  t h a t  n ight - - I  d o n ' t  
remember where w e  g o t  t h e  c a p t i v e  from, we  he ld  ove rn igh t .  
But I ' m  g e t t i n g  ahead of you. 

Q How many d i d  you have? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e  it w a s  10 o r  1 2 .  

Q - That many? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There w e r e  q u i t e  a few as f a r  a s  I can 
remember. The n e x t  day a couple  of them g o t  away from u s ,  I 
can remember t h a t .  That n i g h t  a f t e r  we f i n i s h e d  t h e  MEDCAP and 
laagered  i n  up t h e r e .  

Q - Wait a minute,  l e t  m e  ask a q u e s t i o n .  You say  you
t r e a t e d  over  300 people  i n  t h i s  MEDCAP? 

I 
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A. I t h i n k  so.  

Q a  How many medics d i d  you b r i n g  i n  the r??  

A. I had my t h r e e  and myself which make four .  The doc-
t o r ,  I b e l i e v e  he had t h r e e  with him. So t h a t  would make about 
e i g h t .  

Q What was t h e  na tu re  of most of t h e  medical t reatment? 

A. Well, I would say 95 pe rcen t  of your J!4EDCAPS were on 
smal ler  c h i l d r e n ,  up t o  say 1 0  yea r s  o l d  and it was j u s t  open 
s o r e s ,  r e a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  about it. In my opinion it was too  d i r t y .  
Like we c a l l  it a f a l l  s o r e  over  he re  i n  the  United S t a t e s ,  an 
open running s o r e .  And of course ,  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  k ids  have t h e  
scabs on t h e i r  heads and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  under t h e i r  h a i r ,  i t s  
j u s t  t h e  genera l  t h i n g  you see.  We saw no outs tanding  t reatment  
t h a t  day a s  I can remember. 

Q e  D i d  y ~ usee  a woman brought i n  t h a t  evening a f t e r  
t h e  marker rounds had been f i r e d ?  

A. Sir, I was t h e  one t h a t  fixed her, 

A. Yes, sir. 

D o  you t h i n k  she survived? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. They a r e  p r e t t y  hard t o  k i l l .  A s  
w e l l  as I can remember, she had l o s t  both l e g s .  I believe--
I th ink  h e r  l e f t  l e g  was gone above t h e  knee and t h e  r i g h t  
one below t h e  knee. A bunch of v i l l a g e r s  c a r r i e d  h e r  up. I 
bandaged h e r  and stopped t h e  b leeding  and everything.  There 
wasn ' t  t o o  much bleeding anyway. Then we c a l l e d  t h e  dus tof f  
chopper i n .  It  was before  dark when a l l  t h i s  happened, q u i t e  
a ways before  dark.  She was s t i l l  a l i v e  a t  t h e  t ime. I d o n ' t  
know whether she l i v e d  a f t e r  t h a t  o r  not .  I never had any 
r e p o r t s  on it. 

Q - What happened t o  her?  

A. She g o t  h i t  by a r t i l l e r y .  
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Q- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Is t h a t  d e f i n i t e ?  She d i d n ' t  s t e p  
on a mine or  anything? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  say i t ' s  d e f i n i t e  about  a r t i l l e r y ,  
bu t  a f t e r  Lieutenant  BOATMAN c a l l e d  i n  t h e  DEFCONS, t h a t  is  
r i g h t  when they  c a r r i e d  h e r  up t h e r e .  Presumably from what 
I got  o u t  of it, she w a s  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  and I b e l i e v e  
the  DEFCONS--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Define DEFCONS? 

A. What? 

Q. Define DEFCONS? 

A.  Well, j u s t  p r o t e c t i v e  rounds coming i n  f o r  us ,  place-
ment rounds. They were on t h e  r i v e r  bank s i d e ,  back over  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I k s u r e  they s a i d  it was a r t i l l e r y .  

Q W a s  it p r e t t y  bad? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, the  v i l l a g e r s  over  there--death is 
j u s t  something everyday t o  them and they d o n ' t  seem t o  pay as 

1 
much a t t e n t i o n  t o  it as w e  would. I th ink  our  o u t f i t  w a s  more 
upset  than  what t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were themselves,  r e a l l y .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  t h e s e  people 
a s  where they  were n o t  supposed t o  go? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q = Were they supposed t o  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where those  
rounds were? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. She was supposed t o  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  not  
ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Who w a s  t h a t  p u t  o u t  t o ?  

A. Well, up he re ,  up n o r t h ,  a l l  t h e  people i n  t h i s  pen-
insula--presumably a11 t h e  people were herded i n  t h i s  one b ig  
v i l l a g e  and no one--well they were given o r d e r s ,  I presume through 
the  ARVN t roops  t h a t  was with us--no one was t o  leave  the  per-
imeter of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n igh t  u n t i l  we moved, I d o n ' t  guess--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Were they a l l  brought back i n t o  
the--which v i l l a g e  were they brought back i n t o ?  
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A. That b i g  v i l l a g e  where we pu l l ed  the  MEDCAP. 

8 .  You see ,  you came up h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  the b i g  f i s h  
pond here ,  and t h i s  is  the--was it down on t h e  beach? 

A. Right ,  t he  v i l l a g e  was down on t h e  beach. 

8 .  T h a t ' s  Ky Xuyen (1). 
A. Right up here  was an o l d  French f o r t .  

Q. They wouldn't  l e t  you o u t  t h e r e .  

A. No, we d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h e r e .  Our men were up i n  p a r t  
on t h i s  a r e a  sweeping. 

B e  But  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were pushed back here  were a l l  
scppoed. t o  he i.n t h a t  v. i l . laga,  Wha.k was she doing out t h e r e  
on t h a t  r i v e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. She w a s  o u t  t h e r e  on the  r i v e r  
away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

'2. It may have been f o r  t h e  same reason t h a t  boy l o s t  
those  two l egs  on t h z t  mine. She d i d n ' t  get t h e  word. 

A. Could be. 

Q. D o  you th ink  t h a t  had anything t o  do with the  mortar 
attack t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. I t h i n k  they would have h i t  us whether she 
was wounded o r  not .  

Q • We have p r e t t y  good r e p o r t s  of what happened t h a t  
n igh t .  A t  0120, mortar s t a r t e d ,  15 o r  16  rounds and 0144 the  
dus to f f  w a s  reques ted  and a t  0244 the dus to f f  was complete, t h a t ' s  
an hour,  

A. It w a s  q u i t e  a  whi le  before  t h e  chopper go t  t h e r e  and 
after he d i d  g e t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  it took him q u i t e  a  while t o  l o c a t e  
us ,  and i n  o rde r  f o r  us t o  l and  him, we took a pound block of 
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C4 and used it f o r  a land l i g h t  and t h a t ' s  a l l  we had. I t  
we l l  could have been an hour. 

Q You g o t  a l l  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t  and you kept  MILUS 
t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. . Yes, sir. 

Q Evacuated them and t h e r e  was a l i g h t  f i r e  team over  
t h e r e  and a sweeping team was requested and was on s t a t i o n  a t  
0350. H e  apparent ly  s tayed on s t a t i o n  and t h e r e  was anoth.er 
mortar round repor ted  a s  having come i n  a t  0440. Do~youremember 
another  mortar coming i n  a t  around 0440? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember one a t  a l l .  Af te r  "Spooky" g o t  
on s t a t i o n ,  we were up t h e  r e s t  of the  n i g h t  and i n  o r d e r  f o r  
him t o  g e t  the l o c a t i o n  of our  o u t e r  per imeter .  W e  had r e d  l ens  
f l a s h l i g h t s  t h a t  we  were sh in ing  s t r a i g h t  up a t  him and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  another  mortar round coming i n  a t  a l l  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q - I j u s t  f i n d  it very d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  mortar 
was going t o  f i r e  with t h a t  AC-47 over t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  a l l .  

Q What about t h e  next  day? id you see  any i n t e r r o -
ga t ions  going on t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Who w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a se rgean t .  

Q- Sergeant ,  U.S . se rgean t?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - What do you mean, aga in?  

A. Y e s ,  I told--I  d i d n ' t  remember t h e  se rgean t  being i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  he was t h e r e  that  n i g h t  and t h e  next  day, I 
remember. 

Q - And he w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h a t  day? 
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Q- Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony, any f u r t h e r  s t a t e -
ments t h a t  might a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  sir, n o t  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q- Mr. SWEENEY, I r eques t  t h a t  you not  d i s c u s s  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  in -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do so  before  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. Before you go, I would 
l i k e  t o  pass  on t h i s  photograph he re ,  t h e  s ta tement  "prepared 
f r o m  memory a t  Washington D.C. obse rva t ions ,  noted 17 March" 
f o r  your s i g n a t u r e  so  it can be introduced as  an e x h i b i t .  
This w i l l  be Exh ib i t  P-231. I f  you w i l l  s t e p  around and s ign  
t h i s ,  j u s t  s i g n  it r i g h t  under t h e r e .  

A. Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, t h e  witness  d id  as i n s t r u c t e d ,  ) 

Q- This  photograph i s  introduced a s  Exh ib i t  P-231. The 
photograph i s  t h e  observat ions  of M r .  SWEENEY on the  17th  of 
March 1968. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1430  hours ,  18 February 
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SUbPIARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILKENS, Freddy J. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Captain MICHLES' RTO 
on b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  received no t r a i n i n g  on t h e  handling 
of FX's o r  noncoiribatants (pg. 4). Although 5s was i s sued  
t h e  MACV c a r d  "Nine Rules",  he had n o t  seen  t h e  MACV 
card  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  was usua l ly  b r i e f e d  by Captain MICHLES 
(pg. 5 ) .  However, he could n o t  remember much of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 5 ) . H e  knew t h e  area was heavi ly  
populated by VC (pg. 6 )  . WILKENS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  rece iv ing  
any unusual i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 6 )  . 
3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. Act ions i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The wi tness  went i n  on t h e  same l i f t  as Captain 
MICHLES (pg. 5 )  . This might have been t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  
b u t  he was n o t  s u r e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e i r  
doorgunner w a s  f i r i n g  a s  they approached t h e  LZ (pg. 7 ) .  
H e  was f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  he heard t w o  rounds of s n i p e r  f i r e  
as they  landed (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  However, o t h e r  than  t h i s ,  he 
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hea rd  no incoming f i r e  (pg. 18 )  . A s  t hey  moved from t h e  
LZ L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  and immediately 
evacuated (pg. 8 ) .  WILKENS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  o t h e r s  be ing  
wounded 4 5  minutes  a f t e r  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  a  t r ansmis s ion  from BARKER 
o r d e r i n g  MICHLES n o t  t o  e n t e r  P i n k v i l l e  because o f  t h e  
second group o f  c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs. 9 ,  1 4 ,  30) . 

b .  Body count .  

WILKENS d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  o r  sending  
a r e p o r t  t h a t  12 VC had been k i l l e d  on t h e  beach a t  0930 
o r  t h a t  18 VC had been k i l l e d  on t h e  beach a t  1025 (pg. l o ) ,  
nor  d i d  he  recal l  a t o t a l  count  of 38 VC K I A  (pgs .  1 0 ,  
1 2 ) .  However, he  d i d  remember t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  r e p o r t i n g  
n i n e  VC K I A  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a 
t r ansmis s ion  i n  which bo th  B and C companies w e r e  asked 
i f  women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  i nc luded  i n  t h e  body count  
(pg. 1 2 ) ,  no r  could  he r e c a l l  MICHLES denying t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  body count  i n  an  
answering t r a n s m i s s i o n  (pgs . 1 2 ,  1 3 , .  29) . H e  h e a r d  
C Company r e p o r t  a body count  (pg. 24 ) .  

c. Transmiss ions  overheard  by WILKENS. 

WILKENS d i d  n o t  remember KOSTER's countermand o f  
HENDERSON'S resweep o r d e r  (pgs.  1 5 ,  2 9 ) .  However, Sabre  6,  
whom t h e  w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  America1 commander, 
c a l l e d  e i t h e r  BARKER o r  HENDERSON and s a i d  " I ' l l  be  coming 
t o  t a l k  t o  you" (pgs .  1 5 ,  16 )  . WILKENS thought  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  about  something impor tan t  (pg.  16 )  . H e  never  hea rd  
an  o r d e r  come o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t o  s t o p  burn iRg t h e  hootches  
(pg. 28 ) .  

d .  Act ions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i te .  

H e  remembered l i n k i n g  up w i t h  C Company between 
1700 and 1800,  b u t  he  d id  n o t  r e c a l i  any uniformed o r  non-
uniformed Vietnamese w i t h  C Company (pgs. 1 0 ,  13)  . H e  
d i d  n o t  remember any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  
(pgs:  1 4 ,  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  anyone a sk  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
evenlng about  "women and c h i l d r e n  and t h e  body count"  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
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e, Act ions on t h e  17 th .  

WILKENS s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  explos ion  which wounded 
TAYLOR occurred  j u s t  when t h e  command element was g e t t i n g  
ready t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 18 )  . H e  heard  no s n i p e r  
f i r e  a f t e r  TAYLOR was evacuated,  b u t  he r e c a l l e d  two 
gunships f i r i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs. 19 ,  20) . Afte r  
t h i s  he  thought  t h e  p l a toon  searched t h e  a r e a  around t h e  
b r i d g e  (pgs. 20, 21) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember moving south 
t o  t h e  wa te r  o r  burning v i l l a g e s  (pgs. 20, '21) , n o r .  
could he b r i n g  t o  mind what happened i n  t h e  l a a g e r  area 
t h a t  n i g h t  ipg. 21) . 

f .  Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  moving n o r t h  p a s t  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  
18 th ,  but he  r e c o l l e c t e d  no i n c i d e n t  i nvo lv ing  sampans 
(pgs,  2 1 - 2 3 ) - H e  d i d  n o t  re3ember a p h o t 2 ~ r a p h e r  coming 
i n  t h a t  day (pg. 2 2 ) .  H e  remembered coming t o  a b i g  
v i l l a g e  by a f ishpond a t  which they  c o l l e c t e d  one o r  two 
thousand people  who were t r e a t e d  by medics (pgs. 23-25) . 
A wounded woman was brought  i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  and 
medevac'd (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  s aw. seve ra1  persons i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
Vietnamesei b n t  he did fict see sny unusaal  ques t ion ing  
( ~ 4 s 2 5 ,  2 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a U . S .  c a p t a i n  o r  o 

Nat iona l  P o l i c e  be ing  among t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  (pgs.  2 5 ,  2 6 ) .  
WILKENS heard  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  raped some 
women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  of no shoo t ing ,  
t o r t u r i n g  o r  mis t rea tment  of Vietnamese a t  t h i s  t ime ,o r  any 
o t h e r  time, du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  any v i l l a g e r s  be ing  d e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  per imeter  
t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 28 ) .  That n i g h t  they were h i t  by seven o r  
e i g h t  mor ta r  rounds (pg. 23) . The mor ta r  f i r e  was 
r e t u r n e d  by t h e  Americans, and two gunships came i n  and 
s h o t  around t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  pe r ime te r  (pg. 2 4 ) .  he 
n e x t  morning they  moved n o r t h  and d iscovered  a r i c e  cache 
(pgs.  24, 2 5 ) .  

4 ,  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  had no knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r i e s  
be ing  made a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 8 ) .  He was never  
ques t ioned  about  it and he  knew no one who was (pg. 2 8 ) .  
H e  hea rd  no rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were unnecessa r i ly  k i l l e d  
du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 9 ) .  He heard  noth ing  about  
any t o r t u r i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 9 ) .  9 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. The witness r e c a l l e d  BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  be ing  
in the area on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  but he d i d  n o t  
remember BARKER v i s i t i n g  B Company a t  t h a t  t ime (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b. While mari juana was used i n  B Company, it was 
only used i n  the rear (pg. 2 9 ) .  
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EXFIIBIT 
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w a s  i s s u e d  
MACV Card "Nine Rules" card.  3 , 4  

Your Hands I' 

MACV Card "The Eneiny i n  
b e f o r e .  
W i t  had never seen 

4 
JThe w l t  recognized 

Miscellaneous Scene a s o l d i e r  from t h e  11 
weapons p la toon ,  
]but d i d  n o t  r e -
cognize t h e  
Vietnamese i n  t h e  
photo. 

w i t d i d  n o t  re -
Miscellaneous Scene coqnize anyone i n  . 11 

1
the photo ., 

W i t  recognized a 
Miscellaneous Scene s o l d i e r  Erom C 11 

Company. 
I 

Task F ~ r c eZzrkr r  Les, Body ccn;=t =;=try 
16-1 8 shown t o  wi tness .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1333 hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r ,  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Freddy J. WILKENS. 

(MR WILKENS w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence .  

A. Freddy J. WILKENS, Route 4 ,  Sweetwater, Tennessee. 
I am a  mechanic a t  Holzer M i l l s ,  S w e e t w ~ t e r ,  Tennessee. 

COL WILSON: Before w e  proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  M r .  WILKENS, 
let  m e  inform you of s e v e r a l  th ings .  

The Peers  Inqui ry  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  , 

Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making recomrnen-
d a t i o n s  concerning t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 
I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  PEERS decided it was 
necessary t o  look i n t o  t h e  opera t ions  of B/4/3 du r ing  t h e  
pe r iod  of 16, 17,  18,  and 19 March 1968. H e  appointed an 
in te rv iew board,  Team C ,  which is t o  ques t ion  personnel  of 
B/4/3 and come up w i t h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  dur ing  
t h a t  t ime frame. 

General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of t h e  board may 
come i n  he re  a t  any t i m e .  This may o r  may not  happen. 

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared.  A t ape  recording  is 
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im no tes  being taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 
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During t h i s  in te rv iew t h e  board w i l l  fol low a 
chronological  sequence of ques t ions .  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned wi th  t h e  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
o r  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  RVN, t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Republic of Vietnam. 
The second s e r i e s  w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  which was conducted on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. 
The t h i r d  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  concern t h e  opera t ions  of  
t h e  16th ,  1 7 t h ,  18 th ,  and poss ib ly  t h e  19th  of March, 1968. 
The f i n a l  ques t ions  w i l l  concern any knowledge you have of 
p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  which were made of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q.  The board c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people: myself ,  M r .  
WALSH on my r i g h t  who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  and has volun- 
t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  assist 
General PEERS, and Lieutenant  Colonel NOLL on my l e f t  who is 
a member of t h e  board. We do n o t  have any a u t h o r i t y  t o  make 
f ind ings  o r  recommend anything t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army. 
This  i s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of General PEERS. . W e  
merely a s s i s t  him. I f  any o t h e r  member of t h e  board walks 
i n  here  and asks  you any ques t ion ,  and i f  t h e r e  i s  any ques t ion  
i n  your mind a s  t o  whether they have t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  o r  n o t ,  
ask me and I ' l l  t e l l  you. The t h r e e  of us s i t t i n g  h e r e  do have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you. 

What w a s  your duty assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
days. I do remember going i n  tha ' t  v i l l a g e  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s .  
We had opera t ions  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I ' d  say it was a t  t h a t  
time we landed i n  t h e r e  and w e  were with Charl . ie  Company. 
A l l  I know i s  t h a t  Char l i e  Company c a l l e d  i n  and k i l l e d  
somebody. 

Q. You a r e  g e t t i n g  ahead of m e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what p la toon of B Company you w e r e  i n .  

A. I was Captain MICHLES' RTO. 

Q. This  was dur ing  t h e  per iod?  

A. Right. 
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Q 
group? 

You w e r e  w i t h  t h e  headquar te rs  company command 

Y e s .  

Which r a d i o  d i d  you o p e r a t e ?  

The b a t t a l i o n .  

You were on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Did you go over with t h e  11th Brigade? 

Right ,  I w a s  i n  H a w a i i -

Q - What w a s  your job i n  liawaii? 

a 
A - St%z.l. the W C .  

. -
Q e  Did ysvl remain as RATS the w.n,obe t 5 . m ~you w e r e  i n  
Vietnam? 

A .  N o ,  The l a s t  6 months J came beck t o  supply and 
icadfzg heL incptersm 

Q.. W h e r e  was that? 

A.  Nost of t h e  tine 2hu Lal sr Cue Pko. 

Q. Who was t h e  MCOIC back t h e r e ?  

A .  The f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  s t ayed  back t h e r e  n o s t  of t h e  
t i m e .  

Q - I show you E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." It 
is  a facs i ln i l e  of t h e  MACV card. Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You have seen i t ?  

A .  Y e s .  
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9- Did you g e t  i s sued  one of those? 

A. Right.  

Q. Where? 

A. When w e  f i r s t  g o t  t o  Vietnam, I th ink .  

Q. What about t h i s  one? This  is  M-3 e n t i t l e d  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands." 

A. No. 

Q. Did you g e t  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  
Vietnam on handl ing PW1s o r  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No. J u s t  t r a i n i n g  on booby t r a p s  and mines. 

Q. Did you g e t  a l e c t u r e  on t h e  Geneva Convention 
before  you g o t  t o  Vietnam o r  a f t e r ?  

A. W e  g o t  it befo re  w e  went t o  Vietnam. 

Q. Where? 

Q. I want you t o  t h i n k  back now and s e e  i f  you can 
r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which was given p r i o r  t o  t h i s  combat as-
s a u l t .  I n  o t h e r  words, what you w e r e  t o l d  b e f o r e  you went on 
t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. I ' m  a f ra id - - I ' ve  been t r y i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  2 o r  3 
days. 

Q - You c a n ' t  remember t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t .  We always d i d  g e t  one. I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  d a t e  o r  nothing.  

Q= Who normally g ives  you t h e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. The company commander u s u a l l y  g ives  it t o  t h e  
platoon l e a d e r s ,  and then t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  g i v e  it t o  t h e  men. 

(WILKENS) 4 APP T-253 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q L e t  m e  f i x  t h i s  i n  your mind a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r ,  
maybe by some c a s u a l t i e s .  Lieutenant  COCHRAbJ? 

A.  Right, A t  tbt  time he  g o t  k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  
when I t  happened? 

Q. T h a t ' s  right. 

A. W e l l ,  we lost him t h a t  day and we l o s t  another  guy. 

(2a Now, back t o  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  You know which oper-
a t i o n  it was. What were you told before  you went i n  t h e r e ,  do 
you remember? 

A .  No. 

Q You normally s i t  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  
and then  does he t e l l  you what t o  t a k e  wi th  you? 

-
>. 
A & o  ilever did hardly hear  aily af those b r i e f i n g s .  

.G= You d i d n ' t ?  
-
2 a No. Captain MICHLES told us most of t h e  t ime. He 
t o l d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  and when he t o l d  t h e  p la toon l eader s  
I ivas n o t  there.  

!20 else was wi th  you, o t h e r  RTOas? 

A. Other RTO 's . 
Cl Medic? 

A .  Medic and a r t i l l e r y  RTO. 

Q - I guess t h a t  i s  a p r e t t y  s h o r t  b r i e f i n g .  Does 
he say what i s  going t o  be t h e r e ?  

H e  does n o t  t e l l  u s  inuch--

( In te rpos ing)  Of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

YGU know, what t h e  p la toon was going t o  do. 

(WILKENS) 5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-253 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

9- What t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was supposed t o  be heav i ly  populated wi th  
VC . 
Q e  Did h e  t e l l  you t h a t  o r  what? 

A. Y e s .  I heard him t e l l  everybody t h a t .  

Q. Did you g e t  any unusual i n s t r u c t i o n s - o n  t h i s ?  

A. No, I know t h a t  our  company--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  Nothing unusual about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
as f a r  a s  you knew? 

A. No. 

Q - About t h e  type of o p e r a t i o n  it was o r  anyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A.  Probably j u s t  t o  sweep and d e s t r o y  is what they  
c a l l e d  a l l  of t h i s  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. They used "des t roy"  on a l l  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

74 -I- ----- --
n o A I l c V c L  d i d  see B Company do any d e s t r o y i n g ,  That 
i s  what they  always c a l l e d  it, sweep and des t roy .  

- Q. L e t  m e  g ive  you an i d e a  of  what happened and then  
maybe t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  it back t o  you. 

is given to w i . t i i e s s  .) 

On t h e  first day, do you remember what h e l i c o p t e r  
you went i n  on? Did you go w i t h  Captain MICHLES? 

A. Right.  

Q Was COCHRAN w i t h  you? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. Most of t h e  t i m e  he  w a s  i n  t h e  
r e a r .  I t h i n k  he was. I know he d i d n ' t  have any r a d i o .  I 
t h i n k  he  was wi th  us. 
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a- Who was handl ing t h e  company n e t ?  

A. I t  was another  boy. We had f i v e  o r  s i x  around 
t h a t  t i m e ,  and I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say which one was with me a t  
t h e  t i m e .  

Q . You g o t  i n t o  it a s  you went i n t o  t h e  landing zone. 
D o  you remember i f  your door gunners were f i r i n g  o r  not?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

& Did you rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing o r  
a f t e r  landing? 

A.  W e l l ,  we heard one o r  two s n i p e r s  f i r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  
we landed. That i s  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  k i l l e d ,  a f t e r  
w e  landed. 

Q .  You must have had t o  r e p o r t  him as a  c a s u a l t y .  

A. Captain MICHLES -does  rnost s f  %he t a l k i n g  i n  a r e a l  
h a t  batt1.e o r  something. 

Q e  AP3. r i g h t .  You say you got s n i ~ e zf i r e  about t h e  
t i m e  he was wounded or  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. It was r i g h t  a f t e r  we g o t  off of t h e  choppers. 
I do remember hear ing  one o r  two shots, because I remember 
h i t t i n g  t h s  ground on one of them. 

Q - You were p r e t t y  c l o s e  then? 

A .  We were a l l  r i g h t  t h e r e  when w e  g o t  o f f  of t h e  
choppers and we received one o r  two sho t s .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  one o r  two s h o t s  r i g h t  on t h e  
landing  zone? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I heard them. 

& The r e p o r t  t h a t  went back t o  Task Force Barker was 
t h e r e  was a co ld  landing zone. 
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A. I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  I am maybe th ink ing  about another  
one, b u t  we had s o  many during t h a t  t i m e .  We had seven or  
e i g h t ,  

Q. You moved o u t  from t h e  LZ,  and Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
and a couple of o t h e r  men w e r e  wounded? 

A. Right. 

Q .  Were they  evacuated immediately? 

A. Right.  

Q - Came i n  and picked them up3 

A. Came i n  and picked them up. 

8. And then  what happened? 

A .  A s  far as I know, we swept on through sone p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  something. 

9 • Ycu donst remember anybody e l s e  g e t t i n g  wounded? 

A. No. 

Q. -1-~alcrew e r e  ~ W Oz e p ~ r t st h a t  worning. Ciie 0 5  LLICL~;I-".--

said-- there were t h r e e  s o  fa r - - tha t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  w a s  
complete a t  0827 with a cold  EZ; l a t e r ,  one KIA and faur 
WHA by a booby t r a p ;  and another  r e p o r t  was t h r e e  PJHA at 0930. 

Hos t i l e  action? 

Q You can say h hat ever you want, Three men were 
wounded a t  0 9 3 0 ,  Idhat I a m  t r y i n g  t o  say i s ,  do you remember 
another  group being wounded about 4 5  minutes a f t e r  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was wounded? 

A ,  Nn A 1 7  yenember is Lieutecant  COCHRLY g e t t i n $  
k i l l e d .  

&. And it also i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  second group w a s  
evacuated by Colonel BAXWR's command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  

8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-253 



-- 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. What? The o t h e r  t h r e e  g o t  wounded? 

Q *  Y e s ,  YQU d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A ,  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q e  
 Because you moved up t o  t h a t  a r e a  by t h e  t ime 
Lieutenant  C O C H W  g o t  k i l l e d ,  D o  you remember b ig  ga te  
being over  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, 

9.  T h a t  g a t e  was on t h e  ent rance  ' t o  PinkvS.lle? 

A, Yea. 

Q. Do you remember where you were i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h a t  
gate when Lieutenant  COCHIiAN w a s  k i l l e d ?  

Clsse to it. 

Q =  And you were w i t h  headquar ters  command group, r i g h t ?  

A, Right .  


'2. M@u don" remember Colonel BARKER coming i n  and 

p icking  up t h a t  second group? 


A. No. 


Q Do you remember a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  coming down 
a 

or  anybody saying anything t o  Captain MICHLES about t h e  2d 
Platoon n o t  sweeping ~ i h k v i l l e  because of those  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

Q. Not searching  P i n k v i l l e ?  

a, N O ,  

9o You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A ,  N o .  
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Q - And t h a t  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  B Company. 
I t  came down cver  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  A ,  B, o r  @ Company, o r  a l l  
t h r e e  of them? 

A .  .I s u r e  don8t. 

cI Do you remember any t ransmiss ion  coming down a t  
t h a t  t i m e  f o r  t h e  companies t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A.  No. The only p a r t  I can remerher i s  when Lieutenant  
COCHRAM g o t  k i l l e d .  I remember being with Char l i e  Company, 
That i s  about  a l l  I remember. 

Q Bc you remember g e t t i n g  back a r e p o r t  o r  sending 
a r e p o r t  o r  hear ing  a r e p o r t  t h a t  1 2  VC had been k i l l e d  o u t  
on t h e  beach a t  about 0930 t h a t  morning? You d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t ?  

A.  Ns. 

Q And about 1025 t h a t  morning 18 more VC were k i l l e d  
o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach where t h e  1st Platoon was? 

A .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e  1st Platoon repor ted  some k i l l e d  
e i t h e r  t h a t  day or it may have been a t  another  t ime we were i n  
t h e r e ,  I don It knaw, I th ink  I do remember them cr~ssingt h e  ..b r i d g e ,  and I czn-x say t h a t  this is t h e  sans tins o r  n o t ,  

Q - They made two r e p o r t s  t h a t  n.orn;.n% of VC K I A ,  and 
one r e p o r t  that af ternoon of a t o t a l  o f .  38 VC, Bo.r,'P: you 
remember t h a t ?  

_ - . .:go, 2 cbiLT zemeia;he~&,iiy Q; i . ~ ~.:-.c .j.hs.k !.I -A .  v ld-'C 

I know i s  coming back t o  m e  s i n c e  t h i s  s t a r t e z  up. 

Q Did you remember l i n k i n g  up with C Com~any? 

A. Yes, it w a s  sometime t h a t  a f te rnoon,  aroqm%4 o r  
5 o 'clock, I cme%s-

13. D i d  C Company have any Vietnamese wi th  them, un i -
formed o r  nonuniformed? 

A ,  That I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q. Dc you r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  before  C 
Company l inked up br inging  i n  Nat ional  Policemen, i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
o r  photographers? 

A.  1 t h ink  BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  was i n  t h a t  a rea  a l l  
morning, most ly,  b u t  I cannot r e c a l l  whether it came i n t o  B 
Company t h a t  morning or  n o t ,  

1;2 c Dc ycu. recognize anybedp In t h i s  photograph, P-18' 

"-.. y e a h ,  he Is wi th  t h e  weapons p la toon.  

Q. rnl~ n eU.S. s o l d i e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  

E\ w o D o  you recognize any of these  Vieknamese? 

n 
A*. Xo * 

Q. D o  you recognize t h a t  location? 

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t  across t h e  bridge t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q a  1 donLt know where it i s ,  i 'n t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t .  

A .  A l o t  of t h a t  Looks t h e  sane  t o  m e .  

8 G o  you recognize e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two ind iv idua l s  
i n  ?-21? 

A .  No. 

A ,  I th ink  I seen him i n  another  company. I s n ' t  he  
an o f f i c e r ?  

Q e , Yes, t h e  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

A. H e  i s  e i t h e r  i n  Char l i e  Company o r  he was i n  another  
company. 
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Q. Hop7 about t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  uniform? ~ a v e  
you ever  seen him? 

A .  He i s  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  b u t  I never seen  him. 

Q Captain MICHLES apparent ly  got  a r e p o r t  from t h e  
1st Platoon o u t  on t h e  beach t h a t  t o t a l e d  up t o  38 VC k i l l e d  
i n  ac t ion .  Do you remember him c a l l i n g  such a r e p o r t  back 
i n  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. I remember him counting about 12 a t  one time one 
morning. I P d  say t h a t  was t h e  morning t h a t  we came i n .  I 
c a n ' t  q u i t e  r e c a l l  t h e  count. 

Q. Do you remember any mortar f i r e  going o u t  t h e r e ?  

Q Do you remember a t ransmiss ion  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day
a f t e r  B Company joined up, probably asking a ques t ion  about  
how many women and c h i l d r e n  were included i n  t h a t  body count? 
It could have come from C Company. 

A .  No. 

Q . I t  ceuld have come t o  both companies. 

A,  I denst recal l .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  about women and c h i l d r e n  be ing
included i n  t he  body count and Captain MICHLES say ing  there 
were no women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  body count? 

A .  Ms, 

8. You don6%remember that? 

A. No. When w e  stopped a t  n i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when w e  
set up f o r  a n i g h t ,  u s u a l l y  one man watched a l l  of t h e  r a d i o s .  

Q . This  would have been before  you went on t h e  r a d i o  
watch, I th ink .  I t  would have been during t h e  day. Do you 
remember any d i scuss ion  dur ing  t h a t  day about body count? 
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A .  All 1 remember i s  C h a r i i e  Company c a l l i n g  i n  some. 

B e  What d i d  they say? 

A. They said--they j u s t  gave a body count .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  6 or  7 o r  something t h a t  morning, 

9. That morning? 

A.  Y e s ,  about 9 o r  10 o'cl-ock, Xid say.  

r. 
5~= At 1555 on i6 March, Coxpany B r e p s r t e d  t o  Task 
Force Barlcer, i n  Exh ib i t  M-16, t h a t  none of t h e  VC body count  
r epor ted  by h i s  u n i t  were women and c h i l d r e n .  C Company 
repor ted  t h a t  approximately 10 t o  1 2  women and c h i l d r e n  were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and by gunships.  You d o n ' t  remember 
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q =  Eo yoa :i~~,menber,ariythiricj wher! C Company came i n ?  
30 you remember a t  any t i m e  t h a t  day ARm or Vietnamese i n t e r -
preters or Vietnamese National  P o l i c e  j o i n i n g  t h e  company o r  
m ~ v i n gi n t o  t h e  night defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. N o .  I th ink  C h a r l i e  Company had one o r  two i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  ar someone. I 'chink they  had one t h a t  n i g h t  when we 
joined toge the r .  I j u s t  can't remember much about it. I t ' s  
been almost  2 yea r s .  FJe j u s t  had s o  many l i k e  t h a t .  

(r Do you remember any M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel
coming i n  t h a t  day? Do you remember a m i l i t a r y  photographer 
wi th  a MACV pa tch  coming i n  t h a t  day? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember any photographer coming i n ?  

A.  They might have been wi th  Char l i e  Company. There 
were n o t  any wi th  Bravo, 

Q. They took those  p i c t u r e s .  That f i r s t  p i c t u r e  was 
up t h e r e  wi th  headquar ters  group. 
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A. With Bravo? 

Q. Yes. We have a p i c t u r e  i n  t h e r e  wi th  Captain 
MICHLES i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. k. ( In terpos ing)  So t h e r e  were some t h e r e .  

A. There may be. I d o n ' t  even remember t h e  RTO wi th  
me. I ' m  s o r r y ,  bu t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  much. 

Q. Did anything happen t h a t  you can remember? Was any 
f i r i n g  going on? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  defens ive  pos i t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did anybody s t a r t  asking ques t ions  t h a t  evening 
about women and ch i ld ren  and t h e  body count? 

A. Not t h a t  I heard.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hear  Colonel BARKER say n o t  t o  go i n t o  
P i n k v i l l e  when you got  those  c d s u d l t i e s  t h a t  morning? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you hear  a t  t h i s  t i m e  on your n e t  Saber 6 come 
i n  saying anything t o  Colonel BARKER? Do you know who Saber 
6 was? 

A. That was t h e  br igade.  

Q. The brigade commander was Rawhide. 

A. Saber 6 .  Was thit t h e  Americal? 

Q. You're g e t t i n g  it now. Who i s  it now? 
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Saber 6? 

Y e s .  Who w a s  Saber 6?  

It was t h e  A m e r i c a l .  

A m e r i c a 1  what? 

I don' t know. 

merical wha t?  

A, Commander3 

CI T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  DQ you know who he was? Did you 
hea r  him come i n  t h a t  day or h i s  r a d i o  come i n  t h a t  day, Saber 
6, t h a t  c a l l  s ign?  

A .  I t h i n k  L d o .  1 don ' t  r e c a l i  whether it was t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a s s a u l t  c r  n o t ,  b u t  I remember Saber 6 t a l k i n g  t o  
Task Force Barker t w o  o r  tQ.zee times. 

Q. h i a t  did he say to t h e m ?  Do ycu recall  what he 
said? 

A .  No. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  Saber 6 o r  General KOSTER t e l l  
Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel BARKER, p r imar i ly  Colonel BARKER, 
no t  t o  sweep back through a v i l l a g e ?  

A .  N o .  

8. N o t  t o  go back i n t o  a v i l l a g e ?  

A.  NO, s u r e  don ' t .  

&- You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  I remember one t i m e  now t h a t  Saber 6 c a l l e d .  I t  
w a s  e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER or  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. What about? 

(WILKENS) 1 5  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-253 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. H e  s a i d ,  "1 '11 be coming t o  t a l k  
t o  you." You know, it was something important  and I do remem-
b e r  t h a t .  

Q That is  a l l  t h a t  he s a i d ?  

A.  That is  a l l  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Do you remember when t h a t  was? 

A .  I donst know. . 

Q. Did you ever  hear  Sabre 6 come i n ,  o f f  and on your
n e t ?  

A .  No. 

Q Could it have been on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  it c ~ u l dhave been. 

Q .  But you d o n ' t  know? 

A.  No. 

Q . You donet remember acy f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w i g h - L ?  

A. No, I sure don't. 

Q Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. No. 

Q. No interrogations? 

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: There were n ine  choppers t h a t  brought you down i n  
two d i f f e r e n t  groups,  two f l i g h t s  and n ine  choppers. Colonel 
WILSON asked you what chopper you were on. Were you i n  t h e  
f i r s t  group o r  t h e  second group? 
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A .  Most of t h e  t i m e  I t h i n k  we went wi th  t h e  f i r s t  
group. Most of t h e  t i m e  t h e  CP went w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  group. 

IZ You b e l i e v e  you were w f t k  the first group t h e r c  
o r  do you r e a l l y  know. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q Were you s t i l l  on the  landing  zone when you rece ived  
the s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A.  1 t h i n k  w e  were still i n  that  s a m e  per i ineter  a f t e r  
w e  got off of t h e  choppers-

Q. Were you secur ing  t h e  LZ? 

Q. Do you remember t h e  g a t e  t h e r e  a t  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. And you were t h e r e  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN stepped 
on a mine? 

A. Y e s ,  c l o s e  t o  it, because I remember t h e  next  day 
I t h i n k ,  we went through it. B u t  t h e  1st Platoon went through 
it t h a t  day. 

C2 a On t h e  f i r s t  day you d i d  n o t  go through it o r  d i d  
you go through i t ?  

A. No, I t h i n k  we went through it t h e  next  morning. 

Q e  I ' m  p r e t t y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what your company does.  
You might remember the  company's body count? 

A. I remember t h e  1st Platoon g iv ing  n ine  repor ted ,  
and I a l s o  remember Char l ie  Company g iv ing  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Did Captain MICHLES t e l l  you what r e p o r t  t o  send 
a%: t h e  time? 
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A .  A r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t  he  s e n t  himself .  

Q. Were you ca r ry ing  t h e  r ad io?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q . You would have been r i g h t  t h e r e  b e s i d e  him when 
he s e n t  t h e  message? 

A .  Right ,  I was always c l o s e  t o  him. 

Q. Other than  t h e s e  two s n i p e r  rounds t h a t  you remember, 
do you remember any o t h e r  f i r i n g  t h a t  day? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any. 

9 D i d  you hear  any f i r i n g  around t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. I donDt know, 

Q. Could you h e a r  C Company f i r i n g ?  

A .  No, 

Q o  Did C Company land be fo re  you d i d ?  

A .  Yes, thay d i d ,  

Q o  The next  morning you d i d  move over  and j o i n  up.
Do you r e c a l l  t h e  explosion wi th  TAYLOR l o s i n g  h i s  f o o t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  T t h i n k  it was r i g h t  when w e  g o t  ac ross  
t h a t  br idse,  

Q e  Did you hear  t h a t  explosion? 

A .  I S d sap I d i d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember where you were when you heard t h a t  
expiosisn:! 

A .  We were behind them, and we were j u s t  g e t t i n g  ready 
t o  c ross  t h e  br idge .  
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Q. Da y ~ uremember what t h e  o r d e r  of march was? 

A. O n e .  

Q. The 1st is a l ready  ac ross  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q o  
 What about t h e  2d and 3d? What was t h e i r  o rde r  
ef march? 

A. I donet r e a l l y  know. t h e  2d Pla- I'd say it i \ 7 ~ ~  

toon,  C P ,  and then  t h e  3d. 

COL WILSON: Where were you t h e  n e x t  morning when you began t o  
move.out? I suppose you heard t h e  explosion wi th  TAYLOR 
g e t t i n g  wounded? Where were you i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h a t  g a t e  i n  
t h e  road? 

A ,  I t h i n k  w e  had a 1 r e a . d ~went under it, 

0. Under t h e  ' ga te?  

A. Y e s .  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  sequence as far as f i r i n g  went 
a f t e r  t h e  explosion t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r idge  t h a t  morning? By 
t h a t  I a m  asking  you was t h e r e  any s n i p e r  f i r e ?  Did one of 
t h e  p ia toons  r e a c t ,  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Were t h e r e  gunships? 

A.  .Id o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was any a c t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  
day t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  

COL WILSON: Af te r  TAYLOR was evacuated, d i d  you s e e  o r  hear  
any s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  This would have been about t h e  t ime 
TAYLOR was evacuated. 

A. No. Was t h e r e  a r e p o r t  of s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

Q O  Y e s .  D i d  you s e e  any gunships come i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some gunships.  
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Q - Where were they  f i r i n g ?  

A. . 1 b e l i e v e  they w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
b r idge  . 
&. Along t h e  beach area?  

A ,  No. I b e l i e v e  it was on t h i s  s i d e .  I d o n ' t  know. 
That i s  where I was when t h e  chopper came i n .  

Q How many was i t ?  

Q - Did they have a bubble chopper with them, an LOH? 

A. I Id say they  d i d .  They usua l ly  d id .  

Q - I t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e  because t h e r e  were two 
gunships and it was an aero-scout team. Did they  have a 
bubbletop wi th  them? 

A. I can 't remember. 

Q e So TAYLOR was wounded and evacuated, and you 
had some gunships come i n  and B Company crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A.  Yes. 

9 -What happened after yau crossed t h e  br idge?  

A .  Nothing, I d o n P t  b e l i e v e ,  

Q. Did you move o u t  or d i d  you stay t h e r e  awhile? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  we s t ayed  t h e r e  c l o s e  by, 

Q. Do you remember moving south somewhere by t h e  
waterp moving south a l l  t h e  way down 2,000 Qr 3 , 0 0 0  meters? 

A ,  No, 

Q • A l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end of t h a t  s p l i t  where 
they  say i t ' s  a p r e t t y  view down t h e r e ?  
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A. W e  went down t h e r e  be fo re ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
going down t h e r e  t h a t  day* 

Q You t h i n k  you s tayed up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge?  

A .  I don" remember moving o u t .  

(2 Did you see  any searching  going on t h a t  day? 

A,  1 t h i n k ,  you know, t h e  platoon sea.rched around 
t h a t  a rea .  I d o n ' t  r e m e h e r  them r e p o r t i n g  f i n d i n g  anything? 

Q Do you remember a bunch sf v i l l a g e s  being burned 
down t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember l aager ing  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. M o t  reaklye 

Q q  You donsk rernerher l aages ing  down t h e r e  i n  t h e  
sand? 

1 
A. No. 

Q. Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  wi th  hot  
chow, r a t i o n s  aboard, resupply? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember nc th ing ,  hones t ly .  

Do you remember moving back t h e  nex t  day, t h a tQ. 
would be t h e  18th ,  back up p a s t  t h e  b r idge  again heading nor th?  

A. I th ink  we d id .  W e  d i d  head n o r t h  a f t e r  w e  went 
down c l o s e  t o  t h a t  beach, b u t  I s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember going a l l  
t h e  way down t o  t h e  end, going south  t h a t  day. It may have 
been t h a t  day, bu t  I do remember going south  one time and 
then  going back up nor th .  

Q Do you remember a bunch of burning going on when 
you went south? 

A .  No. 
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Q Do you remember going back t h e  next  day a f t e r  
l aager ing  and pass ing  t h a t  br idge  again where TAYLOR was 
wounded? 

A.  I th ink  we passed t h a t  br idge .  I t h i n k  we passed 
through t h a t  a rea  and went on up. 

Q Do you remember a bunch of sampans coming i n  
and a bunch of Vietnamese g e t t i n g  o f f  of them? 

A. No. 

Q Do you remember an i n t e r p r e t e r  coming i n ?  

A. I think. 

Q Do you know who he was? 

A. No. 

Q. Was he U.S. o r  Vietnamese? 

A. Vietnamese, I guess ,  most of them a r e .  

Q Did he come i n  wi th  somebody e l s e  o r  by himself?  

A. Most of t h e  t ime t h e y P d  send t h i s  one, a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. Did you ever  know Sergeant PHU? Does t h a t  name 
mean anything t o  yox? 

Q a Sergeant  PHU? 

A .  N o .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember a photographer coming i n  t h a t  
day? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  remeinber t h a t  photographer.  

Q o  Do you remember a bunch of sampans coming up, and 
a bunch of Vietnamese people coming up and being quest ioned,  
and a Navy boat  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  water? 
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A. No. 

Q Do you remember going up f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  peninsula  
and running i n  t o  a town up there? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q . D i d  you f i n d  1,000 o r  2,000 people up t h e r e  and 
b r i n g  i n  medical personnel?  
A. I do remember going t o  a v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  remerrher 
what t i m e  it was when I was over  t h e r e .  W e  d i d  go t o  a b i g  
v i l l a g e  and have some medics come i n  t o  t r e a t  them. 

Q- Did they have a fishpond up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Remember t h a t  part? 

A. I d m P %know when it took place thecgh,  

Q. Remember t r e a t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and going i n t o  
a Laager a r e a  t h a t  night? 

-A. Yes, i t'rllnk w e  w e l i t  f ~ itiler nosti; -LO iaager i n ,  
d idn  t we? 

Q- You were up i n  t h e  nor th  when you Inagered? 

A. I th ink  w e  d id .  

Q. Do you remember what e l s e  happened t h a t  n igh t?  
Do you remember anything e l s e  happening? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h ink  i f  we g o t  h i t  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  no t .  

H i t  w i th  what? 

Mortar. 

How many rounds? 

Seven o r  e i g h t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. That was t h e  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  was one of  t h e  n i g h t s .  Do 
you remember t h e  day be fo re  you laagered i n  t h a t  n igh t?  A 
Vietnamese woman was brought i n  t o  be taken ou t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q How w a s  she  wounded, do you know? 

A .  She had h e r  l e g  t o r e  up o r  something. They c a l l e d  
i n  a chopper f o r  her .  

Q.  What? 

A. They c a l l e d  i n  a chopper and took h e r  o u t .  

Q. Did you hea r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Q Did you h e a r  Sergeant  VANN f i r i n g  h i s  mortar  
t h a t  n igh t?  

A .  Yes, a f t e r  w e  g a t  those  mortar rounds, I th ink  
Sergeant VANN s h o t  a few back o u t .  I t h i n k  w e  g o t  one o r  
two k i l l e d  t h a t  n i g h t  too .  

Q Do you remenber t h e  commander o r  anybody c a l l i n g  
f o r  a i r c r a f t  t o  assist you? 

A .  Y e s .  W e  had t w o  gunships come i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  too .  
I quess it was &out PO o r  15  minutes. I t w a s  a few minutes 
a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  they  s e n t  i n  t h e  mortar rounds, and t h e  gun-
s h i p s  g o t  i n  t h e r e  and s h o t  o u t s i d e  t h e  per imeter .  I remember 
t h a t .  -

-

Q Do you remember on t h e  18th  a s  you moved up 
n o r t h  running i n t o  a r i c e  cache of 2,000 o r  3,000 pounds 
and r e p o r t i n g  it? 

A, N c ,  I csn't t h i n k .  

Q Do you remember r e p o r t i n g  t o  Task Force Barker 
t h e r e  was about a thousand people up t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  appear 
t o  be VC, and it was decided t o  send i n  a MEDCAP? 
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A .  We d i d  b r i n g  i n  a 1.IEDCAP a t  one t ime f o r  about 
a thousand of them. Was t h a t  a morning a f t e r  we g o t  h i t ?  

Q No, t h a t  was t h e  morning t h a t  you g o t  h i t .  You 
go t  h i t  t h a t  n igh t .  

A. The morning be fo re  t h a t  nig-ht?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  Af te r  we got h i t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  we went on and found 
t h a t .  

Q You d id  what? 

A. Af te r  w e  g o t  h i t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  w e  d i d  go f i n d  
t h a t  r i c e  then.  

Q. N o ,  it was t h a t  morning. I t  was t h e  same 
morning I was t a l k i n g  about ,  thz morning of t h e  n i g h t  
t h a t  you g o t  h i t ,  t h e  inorning before  you g o t  h i t .  

A .  No, a l l  I can remember is t h a t  FEDCAP coming 
i n .  

Q. Did you s e e  them t r e a t i n g  those  Vietnamese, 
t h e  medics? 

A. Yes, I seen  them t r e a t  a few of them. 

Q. Did you see anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any Vietnamese? 

A .  P t h i n k ,  yeah, t h e r e  was two o r  t h r e e  ARVN's  
wi th  us.  

Q When d i d  they  come i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q Was t h e r e  a U .S . c a p t a i n  wi th  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Any National  P o l i c e  wi th  them? 
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A. I d o n e t  know. I j u s t  remember having two o r  t h r e e  
of those  s o l d i e r s  wi th  us. 

Q Did you s e e  any of them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any of t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q How were they i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. They were j u s t  t a l k i n g  to ' them.  

Q o Did you see them - - anything i r r e g u l a r ,  unusual? 

A. No, I heard some r e p o r t s  t h a t  they d i d .  

Q What d i d  you hear?  

A. I heard t h a t  they went by themselves t o  p laces  
and raped t h e  women t h e r e .  

Q In t h a t  town? 

A. T h a t ' s  j u s t  what I heard.  

Q a In this town where a l l  of t h a t  MEDCAP went on? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q. Who did t h i s ?  

A. I j u s t  heard they d id .  

Q IJho d id  you h e a r  d id  t h i s ?  

A .  I heard t h a t  those  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  d i d  it. 

Q .  Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q a Was it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where you he ld  t h e  MEDCAP 
o r  some o t h e r  l o c a t i o n ?  
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A .  I th ink  it was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Was t h i s  common knowledge around t h e  company? 

A.  What? 

Q a  Was t h i s  common knowledge around t h e  company? 

A .  No. 

Q 0 No? 

A .  No. 

Q - Did you h e a r  about any mistreatment  of Vietnamese? 

A.  No. 

Q By e i t h e r  the  U.S. o r  ARVN? 

Q No t o r t u r i n g ?  

A.  N o  t o r t u r i n g .  

A .  No. 

Q. No shooting? 

A .  No. 

Q . Not a t  any time dur ing  t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  No. 

Q Didn ' t  s e e  it o r  hea r  i t ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Except t h i s ?Q. 

A.  And I only heard t h a t  from two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  
U.  S o  s o l d i e r s ,  
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LTC NOLL: How much were you around when t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A .  The c a p t a i n  and i n t e r p r e t e r  went around t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and I j u s t  s tayed  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  one p lace  wi th  t h e  radio .  

Q Where? 

A. With t h e  r a d i o s .  

Q Were any of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  de ta ined  i n  t h e  company 
perimeter  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink ,we  had any. 

a.  Did you have any ARVN i n  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  had those  same t h r e e  o r  f o u r  ARVN t o  
s t a y  with us  t h a t  n i g h t ,  

COL WILSON: Did you e v e r  hea r  an o rde r  come over  t h e  r a d i o  
a t  any time dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  t o  s t o p  burning t h e  hootches? 

A. I d o n e t  remember any. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any hootches 
burned. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  being made a f t e r  this combat a s s a u l t  i n  Vietnam? 

Q. Did anybody ques t ion ,  or anybody ever  ques t ion  you 
o r  has anybody you have ever know Seen quest ioned? 

Q D i d  you t a k e  a camera w i t h  you? 

A. Over i n  Vietnam? 

Q Yes, 

Q Do you know of anybody t h a t  d i d  a t  t h i s  time? 

A,  The ones t h a t  had them, they  had them i n  t h e  rear 
a rea .  They d i d n ' t  t a k e  them on a combat a s s a u l t .  
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Q Did you ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  dur ing  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything.  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  anything about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  No. 

Q. Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  B Com-
pany? 

A. There had been a few with it. 

Q On opera t ions?  

A. The only t ime I seen  it was i n  t h e  r e a r  a r e a  o r  
maybe on a f i r e b a s e  o r  something. 

Q Did anybody i n  t h e  company p a r t i c u l a r l y  have a 
problem wi th  marijuana? 

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

8 Did you e v e r  hea r  of any t o r t u r i n g  going on? 

A.  No. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of t h e  t ransmiss ions  on t h e  
body count? 

A. No. A l l  I remember i s  C h a r l i e  Company sending i n  
a r e p o r t  t h a t  they had - k i l l e d  some. I remember t h e  1st 
Platoon sending i n  they  had k i l l e d  some. 

Q. Do you - - you d o n ' t  remember t h i s  ques t ion  about 
women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember General KOSTER sending an 
o rde r  about  going back i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t o  make a body count? 

A.  No. 
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Q. You d o n s t  remember Colonel BARKER saying t o  keep
t h e  platoon o u t  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. No. 

Q. M r .  WILKENS, I would l i k e  t o  advise  you n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your testimony i n  t h i s  case with o t h e r s  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tness  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  a s  you may be requ i red  
t o  do so be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin-
i s t r a t i v e  body. You understand? 

A. Right.  

Q. D o  you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  t o  make? Any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you could t e s t i f y  t o ,  t h a t  you could g ive  us t o  
a s s i s t  us? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I have f o r g o t t e n  most of it. I 
j u s t  wanted t o  f o r g e t  Vietnam when I l e f t .  I do know t h a t  
our  company d i d n ' t  burn any v i l l a g e s  o r  nothing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Those t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
brown c o l o r  t h e r e  were burned by B Company ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A .  They were supposed t o  have burned, those t h r e e  
was here? 

Q = Y e s ,  

A .  The time I went south  down here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e r e  
was a few s h i p s  o u t  i n  he re .  The time I was down he re  on t h i s  
end he re ,  I d i d n Q tsee any burned hootches o r  nothing.  I d o n ' t  
know, I may be g iv ing  a d i f f e r e n t  time t h a t  I was t h e r e  o r  
something. 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  adjourned a t  1 4 4 2  hours ,  27 January 1970.) 

(WILKENS) APP T-253 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BRETENSTEIN, P e t e r ,  M r .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Forward observer  f o r  t h e  
Weapons Pla toon,  Attached t o  t h e  1st P la toan ,  B/4-3  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  went with t h e  11th  Brigade Crom Hawaii (pg. 
3)  . H e  d i d  no t  remember where he sab7 E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  b u t  was 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  r u l e s  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  had n o t  seen Exh ib i t  
M-3 (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  

2. PREOPERZbTIQNAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  was no t  s u r e  who b r i e f e d  them on t h e  opera- 
t i o n  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it must have been TAieutenant WILLING-
HAM (pg. 4 ) .  WILLINGHAM normally b r i e f e d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  
and t h e  wi tness ,  a s  a  member of t h e  CP group, was i n  on 
t h e  b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 4 ) .  The wi tness  could no t  r e c a l l  whether 
it was a search  and des t roy  o r  a sea rch  and c l e a r  opera t ion  
(pg. 5 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  could n o t  des t roy  
v i l l a g e s  without  s p e c i a l  permission o r  e l s e  they  would 
"ge t  i n t o  t roub le"  (pg. 6 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  anything 
being s a i d  about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of l i v e s t o c k  o r  food-
s tocks  (pg. 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  normally, any food which 
appeared t o  be i n  excess of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  needs would be 
destroyed (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  normally t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
were rounded up i n  a group and turned  over  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tness  thought 
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  platoon was t o l d  t h a t  they  were t o  move towards 
t h e  c o a s t  from t h e  LZ b u t  he could no t  r e c a l l  t h e  .o rde r  t h e  
squads were t o  move i n ,  nor  could he r e c a l l  what t h e  o t h e r  
platoons were supposed t o  do (pg. 8 )  . 
3 .  ACTIVITIES OM THE ASSAULT 
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a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  on t h e  second 
l i f t  and t h e  LZ w a s  n o t  h o t  when they  landed (pg. 9 )  . H e  
cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any gunships  when they  landed (pg. 
1 0 ) .  They moved a lmos t  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  LZ t o  t h e  b r idge .  
He r e c a l l e d  t h r e e  rounds of  s n i p e r  f i r e  b e f o r e  t h e y  h i t  
t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 10)  . H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o r d e r  of  march, 
b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was w i t h  t h e  CP group which normal ly  w a s  
i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  p l a toon  (pg.  1 0 ) .  When they  a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  moved f o r -  
ward i n  o r d e r  t o  c a l l  mor ta rs  i n  on t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  11). 
H e  c a l l e d  i n  f i v e  rounds,  t h r e e  of which were duds and h e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Capta in  MICHLES s a i d ,  "Dis regard  t h a t .  J u s t  
g i v e  it a few b u r s t s  w i t h  a machinegun" (pg.  11). I n  
t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  f i r e  he used an RTO's r a d i o  and was 
on t h e  company n e t  (pg. 12)  . He could n o t  r e c a l l  how 
MICHLES communicated t h e  o r d e r  t o  swi t ch  t o  machineguns 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  One o f  t h e  machinegun crews moved up and he  
thought  t h a t  t hey  f i r e d  from somewhere n e a r  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
of  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 6 )  . When t h e  machineguns s topped ,  t h e  
p l a toon  began t o  move a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  Although h e  w a s  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  observe  what was going on,  he  could  n o t  recall 
i n  what o r d e r  t h e  p l a toon  moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs.  
16-17),  

(2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

From h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  east  s i d e  o f  t h e  
b r i d g e  h e  cou ld  s e e  one o r  two of  t h e  h u t s ,  b u t  cou ld  
s e e  no people  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
p l a toon  began shoo t inq  when it went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  s a i d  h a t h e  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  t h e  
command group and upon a r r i v a l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  he moved i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  
H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l > g e  w e r e  2 5  
meters  from t h e  end of t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  Although 
t h e  f i r i n g  s topped  b e f o r e  t hey  c ros sed ,  he d i d  secall  some 
l i g h t  weapons f i r e  which he  thought  w a s  an i n t e r m i t t e n t  
recon a t  t h e  sur rounding  bushes  (pg. 20) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
some i i ~ d i v i d u a l swere shooting a t  the area on top of  a h i l l  
which over looked t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 20) .  A s  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  
v i l l a g e  he saw some sou th  Vietnamese males running  o f f  (pg. 
20) .  He d i d  n o t  see any of them g e t  h i t  (pg. 21 ) .  A s  t h e  
p l a toon  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were 
s ea rch ing  t h e  hootches  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  f i r i n g  i n t o  tun- 
n e l s  (pg. 22 ) .  He saw approximately  f i v e  bodies  l y i n g  on 
t h e  h i l l  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  examine t h m  c l o s e l y  and could  n o t  
s t a t e  i f  t h e y  were women o r  n o t  (pg. 2 2 ) .  A f t e r  t h e y  
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  he  s t a t e d  they  took  a break  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
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There were t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  hootches i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which 
w e r e  searched r a p i d l y  and approximately t e n  of them were 
burned (pgs. 23-24). Some of t h e  bunkers were being blown 
up, b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  hear  of people i n  t h e  platoon. 
shoot ing  people coming o u t  of t h e  bunkers (pg. 2 4 ) .  There 
w e r e  no de ta inees  taken i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  He could 
n o t  exp la in  why 38 VC were r epor ted  k i l l e d  and s t a t e d  t h a t  
he d i d  no t  see  38 people (pg. 25) .  He agreed t h a t  it was 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of t h e  people could have been k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  bunkers a s  they  were blown up (pg. 25) .  While i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  h e  thought t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed and resupp l i ed  
them wi th  demoli t ion equipment (pg. 26-27). 

( 3 )  Movement t o  t h e  south and a c t i v i t v  i n  the n igh t  
l aager  a r e a .  

A f t e r  leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  p la toon moved t o  150  meters 
south of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 29-30). They even tua l ly  moved 
nor th  t o  t h e i r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  which they  s e t  up t o  be a 
n i g h t  ambush (pg: 30) .  Before dark h~ r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a 
Swif t  Boat landed on t h e  beach b u t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  what 
they were doing (pg. 3 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  sampans landing 
o r  a number of Vietnamese coming on to  t h e  shore  (pg. 31) .  
Be d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone being i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  day (pg. 
32) .  H e  s t a t e d  it was poss ib ly  a p la toon-s ize  l a a g e r  (pg. 
3 3 ) - He could recall t h a t  he .ad jus ted  two a r t i l l e r y  smoke 
rounds 500 meters t o  t h e  nor th  and south of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  
(pg. 34) .  This  w a s  done through t h e  a r t i l l e r y  F O  (pg. 3 4 ) .  

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The next  morning t h e  whole company moved i n t o  a  
f i n g e r  of land t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 35) .  
H e  could n o t  remember, t h e  movement c l e a r l y  (pg. 35-36) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  company commander c ross ing  t h e  b r idge  
and he d i d  n o t  remember see ing  Vietnamese with t h e  p o i n t  
group (pg. 36) .  He d id  remember Taylor being wounded and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some s n i p e r  f i r e  rece ived  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  they  had been i n  t h e  day be fo re  (pgs.  36-37) .  H e  
could n o t  r e c a l l  a medevac coming i n  f o r  Taylor (pg. 
37) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  two gunships came i n  which f i r e d  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 38) .  He d id  no t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  us ing  rocke t s  
(pg. 38) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  approached from t h e  

w e s t ,  whi le  he was on t h e  t r a i l  o u t  of view of t h e  br idge  
(pgs. 38-39). When t h e  company crossed  t h e  b r idge ,  they 
joined up wi th  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon and moved south a l l  t h e  
way down t o  t h e  t i p  of t h e  peninsula  (pg. 39) .  When he 
w a s  given a t h e o r e t i c a l  r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  u n i t ' s  
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a c t i v i t i e s ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he thought  t hey  moved i n l a n d  down 
t h e  beach because he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  walking n e a r  t h e  w a t e r .  
(Pg. 4 0 ) .  A s  t hey  moved sou th  through v i l l a g e s ,  he  could  
n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were burned (pg. 4 0 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  o r  any s u s p e c t s  running from t h e  
company (pg, 41)- H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  march a s  "unevent fu l"  
and he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  any demol i t i ons  were used (pg. 4 1 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  t i p  and looking  a t  a v i l l a g e  
a c r o s s  t h e  bay (pg. 4 1 )  . They then  moved no r th  and i n t o  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg. 42), He d i d  n o t  s e e  a photographer  
wi th  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 4 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  evening 
meal, a r i c e  cache be ing  c a p t u r e d ,  o r  t h e  presence  o f  ARVN 
or n a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  (pg. 45 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyone from out -  
s i d e  t h e  company a s  t hey  moved t o  Ky Xuyen (1) on t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of 18  March (pg.  4 6 )  . H e  d i d  r e c a l l  an M I  team jo in-
i n g  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  evening (pg. 47 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
moving i n t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  
moved from t h e  beach i n l a n d  halfway up t h e  pen insu la  and 
r e t u r n e d  (pg. 4 7 ) .  Tha t  evening they  l a a g e r e d  i n  a beach 
a r e a  (pg. 48) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were mortared w h i l e  i n  
t h e ' l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  and he thought  t h a t  it was done by pea-
p l e  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day i n  b o a t s  (pg.  48 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e ca l l  any a r t i l l - e r y  be ing  f i r e d  t h a t  n iqh t !  n o r  
d i d  he  remember a Vietnamese woman be ing  brought  i n  (pg. 
48 ) .  H e  thought  t h a t  a YZDCFP team came i n  t o  a  v i l l a g e  
more t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h a t  day,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember t h e  h e i i -  
c o p t e r s  b r i n g i n g  t h e  people  i n  o r  t a k i n g  them o u t  (pgs .  48-49), 
The M I  team i n t e r r o g a t e d  people  on t h e  beach b u t  he  d i d  
not. s e e  any ~ l n r ~ s u a . l  (pg. 49) .t echn iques  be ing  used During 
t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  jumped i n t o  
h i s  foxhole  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  a d j u s t e d  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
i n t o  t h e  area where t h e  mor t a r s  came from (pg. 5 1 ) .  He t o l d  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  F O  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  which he  es-
t imated  a s  be ing  300 meters  from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  (pg.51-52) i  
He d i d  n o t  recall  t h e  b a t t e r y  f i r i n g  f o r  e f f e c t  (pg. 52 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Medevac h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  f o r  t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 5 2 )  . 
4. I N Q U I R I E S  CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
made about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 4 ) .  He w a s  n o t  ques t ioned  
by anyone (pg,  551,  H e  was neve r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  the 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of unnecessary k i l l i n g  (pgs.  55-56). 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION . 
a. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  marijuana was n o t  a problem' 

in B/4/3 (pg. 56). 

b. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never heard of  any rapes  
t ak ing  p l a c e  (pg. 56) . 

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1000 hours ,  28 
January 19 70 .  ) 

COL WILSON: The ihearina w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  witness  i s  M r .  P e t e r  BRETENSTEIN. 

(MR BRETENSTEIN was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Please s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res -
idence. 

A. P e t e r  BRETENSTEIN, I ' m  a s t u d e n t ,  and l i v e  a t  5 
Vercashia Road, Rol l ing  H i l l s ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

COL WILSON:  Where are you going to scl:.ool? 

A. Los Angeles Harbor College,  

Q Before we proceed with any ques t ions  I would l i k e  
t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  The Peers  Inquiry was d i -
r e c t e d  by the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  Army, j o i n t l y ,  t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  and make f ind-
i n g s  and recommendations concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 
1968. I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General  PEERS de te r -  
mined t h a t  it w a s  necessary t o  know the  s i t u a t i o n  and oper- 
a t i o n s  of B/4/3 dur ing  t h e  per iod  1 6  through 1 9  March. He 
t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  team t o  in te rv iew personnel  of 
B/4/3. This is  Interview Team C. The purpose of our  i n t e r -
view is t o  g e t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  .of t h e  opera t ion  and what took 
p lace  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  and t r y  t o  b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  of what 
happened i n  t h e  B Company a r e a ,  both a i r  and ground opera- 
t i o n s .  I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  o t h e r  members of General PEERS' 
team may come i n  h e r e  and ask you ques t ions .  General PEERS 
may come; it depends on h i s  commitments. A t  any r a t e  i f  
anybody comes i n  t o  ask you a ques t ion ,  I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them 
as t o  whether o r  n o t  they a r e  on General  PEERS' board. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be made. A t ape  recorde r  i s  being 
used i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  no tes  taken by t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony may 
become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  record .  

During t h e  in te rv iew the  board w i l l  fol low a 
sequence of ques t ion ing ,  which w i l l  be chronologica l .  The 
f i r s t  ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with:  t r a i n i n g  you may 
have rece ived  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam; t r a i n i n g  you may 
have g o t t e n  a f t e r  you go t  i n t o  Vietnam; t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  
t o  the  opera t ion  of t h e  16 th  of March, 1 9 6 8 ;  t h e  ques t ions  
on the  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  16 ,  17 ,  18,  1 9  March, and; any 
knowledge you may have on subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  in-
q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Task Force Barker.  

This team c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people:  Colonel NOLL; 
myself; and M r .  WALSH, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has 
been des ignated  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
General PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  M r .  WALSH w i l l  be i n  
l a t e r .  A s  I s a i d ,  i f  any a d d i t i o n a l  people come i n  t o  ask 
you ques t ions ,  then  I w i l l  i d e n t i f y  them as  be ing  members 
of General PEERS ' board. Major THOMAS, a t  t h e  end, i s  the  
r ecorde r  who maintains  a l l  t he  testimony and e x h i b i t s .  

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing .  ) 

Do you have any ques t ions  on anything t h a t  I ' v e  
covered? 

A. Not so far .  

Q - Ms, WALSH, t h i s  is M r .  BRETENSTEIM. 

What w a s  your  assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A, I w a s  ass igned t o  B/4/3. 

Q. Which p la toon?  

A. 1st Platoon. I ' l l  c l a r i f y  t h a t .  I was i n  the  
weapons p la toon and a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  1st Platoon. I was i n  
the  8i m i l l i m e t e r  mortar a s  forward observer .  Each i i n e  
p la toon had an observer  a t t a c h e d  t o  them f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

Q Have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  with anyone who 
w a s  wi th  you those  days,  be fo re  coming t o  t h i s  in terv iew? 
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A. No. 

Q. I have two facs imi les  of MACV cards .  Exhib i t  M-2 
is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? I t ' s  
f r o n t  and back page the re .  

A. I ' m  f a m i l i a r  with these  r u l e s .  

Q. Have you ever  seen the  card? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember where I s a w  it, b u t  I have--I do 
remember having read  the  r u l e s  be fo re .  

Q. Do you remember whether t h i s  took p l a c e  before  o r  
a f t e r  you g o t  i n  Vietnam? 

A. N o ,  sir,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Did you go over  wi th  the  11 th  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you with them i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you were with them f o r  your e n t i r e  tour?  

A. I n  Vietnam? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - How long were you i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  with t h a t  wound? 

A. Six days. 

Q And then you re tu rned  t o  your former assignment? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q This  e x h i b i t  M-3 is e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy I n  Your 
Hands." Have you seen t h a t  card? 
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A. No. 

Q *  M r .  BRETENSTEIN, we a r e  going t o  ask you what you 
remember about the  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ,  
and then a f t e r  t h a t  w e ' l l  g ive  you a map o r i e n t a t i o n  on what 
we understand took p l a c e  from the  Task Force s t andpo in t  and 
some information on B Company. But f i r s t ,  we would l i k e  
f o r  you t o  th ink  back and r e c a l l  a s  much as  p o s s i b l e  the  
information t h a t  was passed o u t  p r i o r  t o  going on t h i s  com-
b a t  a s s a u l t  opera t ion ,  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  combat a s s a u l t .  

Q.  Do you remember--lets see ,  you were with the  
1st  Platoon,  Do you remember when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember when Sergeant TAYLOR was wounded? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q That i s  t h e  opera t ion  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about. 
That w a s  i n  the  middle of March, 1968. You went down 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  With t h a t  d a t e  and time i n  mind, re-
membering t h a t  i s  t h e  opera t ion  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about,  go 
back t o  t h e  fire base vhere YGU w e r e  and s e e  i f  you can 
remember who b r i e f e d  you and what you were t o l d  before  go-
i n g  on t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we were making the  CA from LZ Up-
t i g h t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q - Okay, I ' l l  ask you some ques t ions .  Who b r i e f e d  
i t ?  

A. I imagine--I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I t  must have 
been Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, t h e  p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Does he normally g ive  h i s  b r i e f i n g  
t o  the  squad l e a d e r s  o r  t o  the  e n t i r e  platoon? 

A. Normally t o  the  squad l eader s .  I was ' i n  h i s  
command CP group, t h e r e f o r e ,  I w a s  always wi th  him, s o  I 
w a s  i n  on the  b r i e f i n g s .  
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Q. You say  he normally gave it t o  the  squad l e a d e r s  
and h i s  CP, o r  command group? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q So t h i s  b r i e f h g  normally would have been a t t ended  
by t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  medic, you, 
and t h e  R T O ' s ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  was the  case  f o r  t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q • Do you r e c a l l  any o r d e r s  be ing  given concerning 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ?  

A.  Do you mean whether o r  n o t  it was a search  and de-
s t r o y  o r  a search  and c l e a r  mission? 

Q - Y e s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember which it was. 

Q - D i d  you g e t  many s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  missions? 

A. General ly ,  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  yes .  

Q- Now, when -you r ece ived  a s e a r c h  and des t roy  mission 
does this, t o  your knowledge, a s  f a r  as  you 've been t r a i n e d  
and what you know, does t h i s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l -
l a g e s  ? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  

Q. Does it a u t h o r i z e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  
wi thout  going back f o r  f u r t h e r  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you know t h i s ,  o r  are you j u s t  making a s t a t e -
ment he re?  I am j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  your unders tanding 
of t h i s  t e r m .  
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A. A s  f a r  as  1 'm concerned, we could n o t  des t roy  the  
v i l l a g e s  unless  we were given permission o r  given orders  t o ,  
because i f  you d i d ,  you would g e t  i n t o  t roub le .  

Q What about the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of foodstocks? Was 
t h e r e  anything mentioned on t h a t  f o r  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  o t h e r  
than normal procedures? 

A .  No. 

Q What about l i v e s t o c k ?  Anything mentioned on l i v e -
stock? 

A. No. 

Q - Now, w&re t h e r e  any o rde r s  given concerning t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e s  and t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a r e a ,  
o t h e r  than w a s  normally done? 

A. What do you mean by "d i spos i t ion"?  

Q - How you handle them, where they went, whether they 
were t o  be s e n t  t o  a c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t ,  how they were t o  be 
t r e a t e d .  

A. Nothing o t h e r  than t h a t  w a s  s tandard  procedure. 

Q I n  other words, you d i d n ' t  g e t  any s p e c i f i c  in-
s t r u c t i o n s  o t h e r  than SOP £QX t hese  ques t ions  t h a t  I ' v e  asked 
you? 

A.  Rig-ht, 

Q - J u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  t h i n g ,  r e g u l a r  opera t ion ,  regu-
l a r  e i t h e r  search  and des t roy  o r  search and c l e a r .  You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ,  bu t  normally i n  the  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  it was a search  and 
des t roy  opera t ion ,  

A. I hope t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q And f o r  normal opera t ions ,  l e t ' s  t ake  a search  
and des t roy  opera t ion ,  what is  the  usual  d i s p o s i t i o n  of excess 
foodstocks and v i l l a g e  n a t i v e s  of v i l l a g e s  and th ings  l i k e  
t h i s ?  
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A. A s  f a r  as excess foodstocks on a search  and de-
s t r o y ,  i f  it was considered more than the  i n d i v i d u a l  would 
need f o r  h i s  personal  consumption; i n  o t h e r  words, i f  it was 
being s t o r e d  f o r  use by t h e  V i e t  Cong we would des t roy  it o r  
c o n f i s c a t e  it. 

Q What about i n h a b i t a n t s  of v i l l a g e s  i n  these  a reas  
i f  you were t o  conduct sea rch  and des t roy  opera t ions?  Sup-
pose you rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  burn a v i l l a g e .  What would 
you do wi th  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  Was t h e r e  an a t tempt  made t o  
evacuate  them o r  were they l e f t  t h e r e ?  

A. They were normally surrounded o r  ga thered  i n t o  
one group, and i n  an i n s t a n c e  l i k e  t h i s  they would get--
who were the  guys with t h e  "U .S .'I? 

Q. MI? 

A. Y e s .  They would g e t  an M I  team o u t  t h e r e ,  us-
u a l l y  a Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  e i t h e r  an NCO o r  an o f f i c e r ,  
and they would i n t e r r o g a t e  these  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  check t h e i r  
papers ,  and t r y  t o  determine which of them t o  hold.  Usually 
e l i g i b l e  males, of e l i g i b l e  age,  would be taken i n t o  custody, 
and, e v i d e n t l y ,  they j u s t  p u t  them on a chopper and flew 
them ou t  of the re .  I assumed it was t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them 
t o  determine whether o r  n o t  they were Vie t  Cong o r  no t .  

9. What happened t o  t h e  o t h e r s ?  J u s t  r e l e a s e  them 
o r  what? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What d i d  you understand from t h e  b r i e f i n g  the  
enemy s i t u a t i o n  was t h a t  e x i s t e d  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? Do 
you r e c a l l  t h i s  being mentioned? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I knew what it w a s  i n  my 
own mind. 

Q 9. How d i d  you know t h i s ?  

A. From p a s t  experience i n  the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything being s a i d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
about t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

-
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A. No, sir.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  what, i n  the  1st Platoon,  what t h e  
squad d i s p o s i t i o n  was a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  landing  zone, what 
squads were t o l d  t o  do? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we had an o b j e c t i v e  t o  move t o  and secure  
an a rea ,  

Q - What was t h a t  ob jec t ive?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  I t  was somewhere on t h e  
coas t .  We moved towards the  c o a s t  from the  LZ . 
Q Was t h i s  t h e  company ob jec t ive?  

A. No, it was j u s t  t h e  1st  Platoon,  

Q You d o n a t  know which squad was t o  proceed--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, we always worked as a platoon-
s i z e d  element, We d i d n ' t  s p l i t  up. 

Q Which squad was t o  l ead  and which squad w a s  t o  
come along behind? 

Q- You d o n D tr e c a l l  t h i s ?  

(Witness shakes head i n  the  . negat ive ,  ) 

Do you remember what t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  i n  the  
company were sugposed t o  do? 

Q Where, f o r  example, w a s  the  mortar p la toon sup-
posed t o  go? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q a I take  it you very seldom g e t  involved with what 
t h e  mortar p la toon does al though you a r e  ass igned.  You spend 
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a11 of your t i m e  w i th  t h e  1st Platoon.  

A. I spend a l l  my t i m e  wi th  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q - Now, I ' l l  g ive  you a map o r i e n t a t i o n .  The way 
w e ' l l  handle  t h i s ,  I ' l l  b r i e f  you on t h e  1:25,000 map s h e e t  
which shows t h e  concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
s t andpo in t ,  and M r .  WALSH, who has  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from 
t h i s  a r e a ,  w i l l  b r i e f  you on a photograph; on some of t h e  
d e t a i l s  t o  h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  of your 
ope ra t ion ,  s o  we can go ahead wi th  o u r  q u e s t i o n i n g  i n  that 
way. 

(COL WILSON and MR WALSH o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on 
the  photographs.  ) 

Do you r e c a l l  which l i f t  you were on? 

A. Not e x a c t l y .  I can hazard a guess .  

Q. What is your guess? 

A. Second l i f t .  

Q. Why do you guess t h a t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  have no i d e a .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it was one of t h e  days where I was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  a s  you came i n  o r  a s  
you g o t  o u t  of the h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. The LZ was n o t  h o t .  


Q - There w a s  no f i r i n g  on t h e  ground when you go t  

there? 


A. N o ,  n o t  immediately. 

Q - Did you s e e  anybody f i r i n g  when they l e f t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. 
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Q Did y ~ usee any gunships? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember. 

Q . . A l l  r i g h t .  I f  you can r e c a l l ,  would you descr ibe--
you can use any of these documents t h a t  you might want t o  
a s s i s t  you--describe your a c t i o n s  on t h e  16 th  of March. W e  
a r e  going t o  use E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  p la toon?  

Q- Y e s .  

A.  Did you say  t h e  LZ w a s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

Q Y e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  up i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A. A91 r i g h t .  W e  moved almost d i r e c t l y  from t h e  LZ 
t o  t h i s  b r i d g e - I t  was unevent fu l .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was, j u s t  
o f f  handedly, I 'd say t h r e e  rounds of s n i p e r  f i r e .  There 
w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q ., Before ycu h i t  the br idge?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so, b u t  it could have been--i t  was any-
t h i n g  l i k e  w e  wexe pinned down o r  anything.  I t  could have 
been soiile othex eleiileiit o r  soi-isthiiig jus.t ducking. 1.tcould 
have been a f a l s e  r e p o r t  i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  say .  But 
as I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was s n i p e r  f i r e ,  W e  proceeded t o  the  
br idge .  

MR WALSH: Do you re rne~bext h e  o r d e r  of march t o  t h e  b r idge ,  
where your squad wss znd where the ~';L;erelszents of t h e  
p l a toon  were? 

A. Well, I was w i t h  t h e  CP group, t h e r e f o r e ,  I 
would normally be a t  t h e  middle of t h e  p l a toon  w i t h  one of 
t h e  squads walking be fo re  m e  and another  squad walking a f t e r  
me. The p la toon '  l e a d e r :  h i s  RTO, t he  forward obse rve r ,  and 
t h e  medic would be i n  the middle-

Q . Do you remember which squad was forward and 
which squad w a s  r e a r ?  
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A. 	 NO, I do not .  

COL WILSON: Let me ask you a ques t ion  on t h i s  f i r i n g ,  
You s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a r e p o r t .  Did you hear  a r e p o r t  be- 
i n g  made t h a t  t h e r e  was s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. 	 Do you mean by somebody saying  something? 

Q. Y e s ,  o r  coming back on a r a d i o  o r  communication 
of any type.  

A. 	 I t  seems t o  me we  h a l t e d  f o r  j u s t  a moment, 

MR WALSH: Could it have been somebody th ink ing  t h a t  
a grenade had been thrown t h a t  d i d n ' t  explode? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. 

COL WILSON: Ckay, go ahead. 

A .  W e l l ,  w e  go t  t o  t h e  br idge  and they had m e  go 
forward because they-wanted t o  recon by f i r e ,  s o  t o  speak, 
with mortars  i n  the  a rea  ac ross  the. br idge  j u s t  t o  make 
s u r e  t h e r e  were no enemy fo rces  massed t h e r e .  So I f i r ed - -
o r  I gave d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  mcrtar pla toon t,n fire, and they 
f i r e d  f i v e  rounds. Three sf them were duds, SO Captain 
MICHLES s a i d ,  "Disregard t h a t .  J u s t  g ive  it a few b u r s t s  
with a machinegun. " 

Q Did you hear  t h i s  t ransmiss ion  from Captain 
MICHLES? 

A. 	 No. 

So you f i r e d  f i v e  rounds on a recon by f i r e  b a s i s ?  

Right,  

Q g  And t h r e e  of these  were duds. Were they repor ted  

back as duds? Were you on a r a d i o  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s ?  


A, Yes, 


Q* Whose r a d i o  were you on? 
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A. One of t h e  RTO I s .  

Q You would have been on the  company n e t ?  

A. That is  c o r r e c t ,  

Q And you were c a l l i n g  back ar?d adjusting--pre-
par ing  t o  a d j u s t  t h i s  f i r e .  

A. Trying t o .  

Q The f i r s t  round t h a t  came i n ,  w a s  t h a t  a dud? 

A. Well, I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  it went off  
but  it was n o t  i n  s i g h t ,  

8. How a b ~ u tthe  next  round? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  aga in ,  I gave a drop. I s h o t  an 
azimuth t o  the  t a r g e t  and I gave a drop which would b r i n g  
the round t o  m e ;  m d  as I r e c a l l ,  I heard it impact bu t  it 
d i d  n o t  go o f f .  

Q a You d i d n ' t  see t h e  f i r s t  round? 

A, No 

A. Right, 

Q I And what about the  t h i r d  round? 

A. I c m ' t  remenber whether it went off o r  no t .  

Q I n  t h a t  sequence, you c a n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No * 

Q - W a s  your i n s t x u z t i o n  to E i r e  for ef fec t  a f t e r  
t h i s  second round, o r  what was your next  i n s t r u c t i o n  
a f t e r  you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  de tonat ion  of t h i s  impact on the  
second round? 
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A. I w a s  t o l d  t o  put  a few rounds--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Okay. Did you ask f o r  f i v e  rounds? 

A. No, I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  . They gave t h e  f i r s t  
round. I ' m  hoping I 'm t e l l i n g  t h i s  c o r r e c t l y .  

Q To the b e s t  of your memory? 

A.  Right ,  it was too  f a r  away. I couldn 't s e e  it, 
s o  I t r i e d  t o  a d j u s t  it c l o s e r .  I t  was a dud, and the  next  
one e i t h e r  w a s  o r  was n o t  a dud. They were s o  i n e f f e c t i v e .  
They were t h e  o l d  HE l i g h t ,  which a r e  the  o l d  rounds, and they 
were no to r ious ly  f a u l t y .  Evidently t h e  fuse  mechanism was 
bad. Anyway, it w a s  i n e f f e c t i v e .  I c o u l d n ' t  a d j u s t  it be-
cause t h e  rounds weren ' t  going o f f ,  s o  by t h e  f i f t h  round Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES decided n o t  t o  go ahead on t h a t  l i n e ;  t r y  some-
t h i n g  else. 

Q Captain MICHLES, as I understand, was monitoring 
t h i s  and that  he j u s t  came , in ,  i n t e r c e p t e d  t h e  communication, 
and s a i d  d i scon t inue  . t h e  mortar f i r e .  Is t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  what 
he s a i d ,  o r  how d i d  he do t h i s ?  

A. T h a t ' s , b e s i c a l 3 y  :;.kzt he said.  1 c?cn8tremember 
exac t ly  how he d i d  it. 

Q- You mentioned he s a i d  something about a machinegun? 

A. Y e s .  

Q 'What d i d  he say? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  What occurred is  t h a t  
one of t h e  machinegun crews moved up s o  they could g e t  graz ing  
f i r e  on t h e  oppos i te  bank on t h i s  br idge  and f i r e d  a t  the  
opposing bank. 

Q You came forward from t h e  p la toon CP? 

A.  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q . To i n i t i a t e  t h i s  mortar f i r e .  Do you r e c a l l  now, 
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had t h i s  been planned a t  the  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  mortar f i r e  would 
be used t o  prep t h i s  f a r  s i d e  of the  br idge? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  had been--all  I remember i s  they s a i d  
something about we might need you today, Pe te ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q But you weren ' t  t o l d  t h a t  when you g o t  t o  a c e r t a i n  
l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you would f i r e  your mortar? 

A. No. 

Q. There was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  they might need you 
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Right,  

Q Now, t h i s  f i r s t  round t h a t  went over  t h e r e ,  you 
didn ' t  s e e  it. Did you hear  it detonate? 

A. I f  my nemoq se rves  me c o r r e c t l y ,  I d i d .  

Q - Do you have any knowledge, before  you moved forward 
i n  t h e  column t o  observe t h e  mortar f i r e ,  do you have any 
knowledge of what w2.s reason f o r  t h i s  mortar f i r e ?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  what my theory i s ?  

Q o  I f  you can remember; if no t ,  what your theory is. 
Let  me know h7ha.t ~ T O Udisc 

A, I donst.know specif isal ly,  I ' m  quite s u r e  it w a s  2 
recon by f i r e  and a prep i n  the  a r e a .  Crossing the  cement 
br idge  l i k e  that, you have t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  climb across  it. 
I t ' s  kind of h a i r y  g e t t i n g  caught ou t  i n  t h e  middle of it. 
Other people have automatic weapons, so  consequently,  i f  t h e r e  
was any s n i p e r s  o r  anybody over  t h e r e ,  it would be unnerving t o  
them, a t  l e a s t ,  t o  have mortar f i r e  dropped i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

Q - Your mortar f i r e - - I  understand your t a r g e t  was 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes. 
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Q The approach t o  the  br idge  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - What e l s e ?  Was t h e r e  anything over  t h e r e ?  Was 
t h e r e  any entrenchments o r  enemy p o s i t i o n s  o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s  t h a t  you could s e e  t h a t  you could observe? 

A. No. 

Q W a s  t h e r e  any houses t h e r e ?  

A. I th ink  you could s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  back of the 
br idge ,  

Q- I mean wi th in  t h e  zone of the  t a r g e t ,  were t h e r e  
any houses? 

A. W e l l ,  you see ,  t h e  t a r g e t  wasn ' t  s p e c i f i c .  

Q You s e l e c t e d  t h e  t a r g e t ?  

A. More o r  l e s s ,  as I remember. So it would have 
been i f  &--not th ink ing  about it now, I would have sho t  i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  immediately ad jacen t  t o  the  b r idge  and the  bank. 
Ho~evs r ,it is quite p a s s i b l e  tha t  scEe rcnzds cocld hzve 
f a l l e n  back, which would have p u t  them somewhat on t h e  
o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. But do you recall any f i r i n g  going on up t h e r e  
when you moved forward t o  a d j u s t  t h e  mortar concent ra t ion?  

A. No. 

Q No h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of people up t h e r e ?  Had 
they  rece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them about it, bu t  I d i d n ' t  
h e a r  anything about h o s t i l e  f i r e .  

Q Now, when you stopped your mortar fire--my o t h e r  
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ques t ion ,  were you handl ing t h e  handset when you were com-
municating t o  t h e  mortar  p la toon,  o r  were you r e l a y i n g  
through an RTO? 

A. I w a s  handl ing the  handset .  

Q I f  you had t h e  handset  i n  your hand, you must 
have heard Captain MICHLES come i n  on the  r ad io?  

A,  I must have? 

Q Because you mentioned i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  he s a i d  t o  
d iscont inue ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  t he  m o r t a r  f i r e .  When 
t h a t  machinegun moved up, could you s e e  wnere it was f i r i n g  
from? 

A.  I did.  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  where it was 
f i r i n g  from. I b e l i e v e  it was somewhere near  t h e  west s i d e  
of t h e  b r idge ,  

Q - It f i r e d  ac ross  t h e  bridge--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right. 

Q A t  "hat time, a f t e r  t h a t  nachinegun stopped f i r i n g ,  
d i d  t h e  p la toon s t a r t  moving across  t h e  br idge? 

A. That 's c o r r e c t ,  

Q - You were s t i l l  i n  p o s i t i o n  where you could observe 
t h e  opera t ion?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You s tayed  where you could observe what was going 
on? 

A. Y e s ,  

R o  I n  your p o s i t i o n  as an observer .  What d i d  they do, 
move across  a squad a t  a t i m e ,  o r  d i d  they s o r t  of move across  
as a complete p l a t a o n  with the  CP group i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  lo-
ca t ion?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. I would j u s t  guess t h a t  it was 
i n  one element. Not t h a t  w e  w e r e  sp read  o u t  without  s e c u r i t y .  
The f i r s t  element,  by the  t ime they g o t  over ,  they s e t  up 
s e c u r i t y  s o  a t  a l l  t i m e s  w e  had t h e  a r e a  covered by a t  l e a s t  
one machinegun. I 'm s u r e  t h a t  is  t h e  way it was done. 

Q. A s  t h e  squads moved ac ross  could you t e l l  t h e  d i -
r e c t i o n  t h a t  they moved? Did one squad go down i n  one d i r e c -
t i o n  and ano the r  squad go i n  another  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how they d i d  it. 

Q When you w e r e  observ ing  t h i s  mortar  f i r e ,  how much 
v i s i b i l i t y  d i d  you have? Was t h e r e  much v e g e t a t i o n  the re?  
Could you see the v i l l a g e s  i n  the  a r e a  and what w a s  going on 
as f a r  as t h e  people  i n  t h e  area were concerned? 

A. The v e g e t a t i o n  was heavy encugh s o  I could only see  
one o r  two of  t h e  h u t s .  I mean it wasn 't l i k e  a b i g  open 
v i l l a g e ,  I d i d n ' t  see any people.  

LTC NOLL: When you w e r e  i n  t h e  process  of moving over  the  
b r idge ,  there should have been two mine explos ions  over  i n  
t h e  o t h e r  company a r e a .  Did you h e a r  those ,  and r e a l l y ,  i f  
you d i d  h e a r  them, t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine 
i s  how f a r  a p a r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  them, b u t  I must have ., 

heard  t ha t  one because I r e c a l l  a 105 round. So, I must 
have heard it, b u t  it w a s  a cons ide rab le  d i s t a n c e .  I wouldn' t  
even want t o  guess how , f a r  a p a r t .  

MR WALSH: You mentioned a 105 round. Did you hear  t h a t  
t r ansmiss ion  over  the r a d i o  i d e n t i f y i n g  it a s  a 105 round? 

A. No, I t h i n k  I j u s t  g o t  t h a t  from s c u t t l e b u t t .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  mortars  se t  up a s  you
moved o u t  towards t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q You don I t know where it was set  up? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t ,  

LTC NOLL: A s  t h e  machinegun f i r e d  across  the  r i v e r ,  d i d  
they a l s o  engage t h e  bank with small  arms f i r e  a l s o ,  o r  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  anyone d id .  I t  would have been hard 
t o  t e l l  with an M-60 going whether o r  n o t  somebody was shoot ing 
with an M - 1 6 ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them using smal l  arms. 

Q A f t e r  t he  p la toon crossed  the  b r idge ,  d i d  they once 
again implace t h e  machinegun and engage and s ta r t  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I s u r e  it was s e t  up some p lace ,  b u t  they 
didn t s ta r t  shoot ing.  

COL WILSON: When you were c a l l e d  forward t o  i n i t i a t e  t h i s  
recon by f i r e  wi th .mor ta r ,  d i d  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM g ive  you 
s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  o r  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  You understood 
t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be an impact zone r i g h t  nea r  the  br idge t o  
secure  +the crossing, 

A. That i s  correct. 

And nobody had to give  you a t a r g e t  o r  anything.Q 
You undexs tood enough abaut the opexation? 

(Witness nods iz t he  a f f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

When d id  you c ross  t h e  br idge? Do you r e c a l l  
whether you crossed  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  squad o r  a f t e r  t h e  p o i n t  
o r  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  squad o r  what? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  assumed it w a s  a f t e r  the  
p o i n t  element and t h e  f i r s t  squad had gone over .  

Q . When you moved forward t o  a d j u s t  t h e  f i r e ,  d i d  
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM go up wi th  you? 

A. No, he d i d  not .  

Q. But h i s  RTO went with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  
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Q - Did you have your own rad io?  

A. N o ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  e i t h e r  I c a r r i e d  it 
forward o r  I used t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t ' s  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
who he w a s ,  bu t  I could have used the  p la toon s e r g e a n t ' s  
r a d i o ,  which would have been up i n  the  forward p a r t ,  

Q. He had a r a d i o  too? 

A. He had an RTO, yes .  There were two r a d i o s .  

Q PRC-25's we ' re  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Right. 

Q Now, d i d  you jo in  t h e  p la toon l a t e r ,  a f t e r  you
ceased f i r i n g  wi th  t h e  mortar? Did you go back t o  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM, o r  d i d  you s t a y  up t h e r e ?  

A. I e i t h e r  went back t o  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o r  
waited u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  column moved up and j u s t  dropped i n  be-
hind. 

Q And crossed  t h e  br idge  wi th  t h e  command group? 

A. I t h i n k  I did,  

Q - A f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  
where d i d  you go, o r  what d i d  you do? 

Moved i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of the v i l l a g e .  

Q- And when you crossed,  which d i r e c t i o n  d i d  you move? 

A. Well, it would have been e a s t  ac ross  t h e  br idge ,  
and t h e  v i l l a g e  was r i g h t  almost d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
br idge.  

Q - HOW f a r  from t h e  end of t h e  br idge? 

A. The o u t s k i r t s  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e  began approximately,  
very roughly,  25 meters .  

Q - When you c rossed ,  had the  f i r i n g  ceased o r  was t h e  
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f i r i n g  s t i l l  going on over  these?  

A. The f i r i n g ?  

Q You mentioned some f i r i n g  d i d n ' t  you? Machinegun
f i r i n g ?  

A, No, t h a t  had stopped by t h a t  t i m e .  We f i r e d ,  and 
then we moved ac ross  t h e  br idge .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  saying t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  took 
p lace ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p la toon was concerned t o  inc lude  t h e  mor-
t a r s ,  whi le  you were on t h e  west bank of t h e  r i v e r ,  and once 
t h e  platoon had crossed  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  was no more f i r i n g  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. W e l l ,  no, t h e r e  was some l i g h t  weapons f i r e .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  where t h a t  was coming from. I remember them 
shooting. I th ink  it was jus t - - there  wasn ' t  any s p e c i f i c  type 
t a r g e t .  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  s o r t  of i n t e r m i t t e n t  recon by 
f i r e  type of t h i n g  a t  some of t h e  surrounding bushes and 
s t u f f .  There was l i k e  a bank o r  a h i l l  overlooking the  v i l l -
l age  . 
Q - Was t h e r e  m y  f i r i n g  going on back on t h a t  h i l l ?  

A. You mean a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  h i l l ?  

Q. Bottom or top  o r  any p a r t  of it. 

A. I t h i n k  some of t h e  ind iv idua l s  were shoot ing a t  
the  a r e a  up t h e  h i l l ,  and as  I remember, t h e r e  were a couple 
of guys t h a t  kind of r a n  o f f  j u s t  a s  I came i n t o  s i g h t  coming 
i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q o  Who was running o f f ?  

A. Some Vietnamese guys. 

Q a Was t h e r e  a heavy volume of f i r e  on t h e  west 
bank r i g h t  p r i o r  t~ and dur ing  the  cross ing?  

A. Well, they s h o t  a cons iderable  amount wi th  t h e  
M-6 0.  Maybe a hundred rounds. 
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Q - And then  a f t e r  you g o t  over  t o  the  o t h e r  s i d e  you 
s a i d  t h e r e  was i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i r i n g .  Did t h e  M-60 f i r e  anymore 
on t h e  e a s t  bank o r  east s i d e  of the  r i v e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

MR WALSH: When you crossed  t h e  br idge  and you approached 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  t h a t  was on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of the  b r idge ,  
we've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t ,  p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n s ,  t h a t  
the  machinegun w a s  s e t  up t h e r e  and t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
heavy volume of f i r e  d i r e c t e d  i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  and i n t o  the  
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by c e r t a i n  people i n  the  f i r s t  squad t h a t  
c rossed  t h e  br idge.  You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  M-60 f i r i n g .  

Q. Did you s e e  any of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  the  v i l l a g e  
s h o t  a f t e r  you came across  t h e  br idge? 

A. Phys ica l ly  who had been sho t?  

Q The f i r s t  ques t ion ,  d i d  you s e e  any of them run-
ning around and being sho t?  

A. Like I say ,  j u s t  as I came i n t o  +,he v i l l a g e  t h e r e  
were a few people t h a t  s o r t  of scampered, r an  away, t h a t  type 
of th ing .  

Q - Did you s e e  any of them g e t  h i t ?  

A. No, n o t  d i r e c t l y .  

Q- Then d i d  your p la toon o r  l ead  elements of it s t a y  
' ou t s ide  of t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g  f o r  a whi le ,  o r  a s  soon as  

they go t  t h e r e  d i d  they s t a r t  moving i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  I remember, they moved almost d i r e c l y  i n t o  the  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. A s  they moved through the  v i l l a g e ,  what were they 
doing ? 

A. Securing it, 
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Q. Were they searching  the  hootches? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  Were they f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons? 

A. Well, as I s a i d ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  A l o t  of t imes 
you would shoot  down a tunne l  o r  something l i k e  t h i s  a s  a 
means of c l e a r i n g  it, 

Q Bid you s t a y  wi th  the  command group a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - D i d  you s e e  any bodies? 

A. Of Vietnamese? There were a few t h a t  had been 
h i t .  

Q How many would you say i n  terms of numbers? 

A. Maybe f i v e .  

Q Where were they ly ing?  On t h e  t r a i l ?  

A, N o ,  l i k e  tip on t h i s  h i l l  type of t h i n g  :&ere scme 
of them t r i e d  t o  run. 

Q - Were they women? 

A. I d o n s t  know i f  they  w e r e  o r  not .  

Q. Did you go and look c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  bodies? , 

A. No. 

Q. Now, what d i d  t h e  CP group do a f t e r  you moved 
i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Nothing much, j u s t  took a break. 

Q - How far south of t h e  br idge  d i d  you move? 
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A. Very roughly,  150 meters. 

Q . T h a t ' s  t h e  f u r t h e s t  you moved a l l  day? That f a r  
south I mean? 

A. W e l l ,  sometime dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ion ,  I t h i n k  it 
was t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  I remember moving south .  A s  a  ma t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it w a s - - i t  may n o t  have been t h a t  day--I t h ink  
it was one of t h e  o t h e r  days a f t e r  that t h a t  w e  moved down 
t o  the t i p .  

Q The fo l lowing  day. I t  i s  o u r  unders tanding t h a t  
the '  f i r s t  day t h e  1st Platoon more o r  less s t a y e d  i n  the  a r e a  
of t h e  br idge .  I j u s t  wondered i n  terms of more s p e c i f i c s  
how f a r  south d i d  you move i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A= . The CP group d idn '  t move any f u r t h e r  south .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  elements of t h e  p la toon  went any f u r t h e r  sou th  
t h a t  j u s t  t h a t '  v i l l a g e .  The i r  miss ion was t o  secu re  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  

Q About how many hootches w e r e  i n  L!at v i l l a g e ?  

A. Maybe 1 0 ,  15. 

Q - I t  wouldn ' t  t ake  t o o  long  t o  search  t h a t  many 
hootches  would i t 3  

A. No. 

Q. The f i r s t  job done was t o  sea rch  t h e  hootches 
around t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - They moved o u t  p r e t t y  qu ick ly  t o  do t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q - And a f t e r  t h a t  was done everybody else more o r  less 
took a break?  

A. More o r  less. P r e t t y  qu ick ly  a f t e r  t h a t  w e  moved 
o u t ,  a s  I remember. 
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Q a A f t e r  t h e  hootches were searched,  were they burned? 

A. Yes, I say  about 10 of them. I don Y t h ink  they 
go t  a l l  of them--most of them. 

8 Were t h e r e  any demolit ions being used on bunkers? 

A. Yes, some of the  bunkers were blown. 

Q a Now, d i d  you ever  s e e  o r , h e a r  of people i n  t h e  pla-
toon shoot ing  people coming ou t  of t h e  bunkers? 

Q. Did you h e a r  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o r  anyone else 
r e p o r t  t o  Captain MICHLES t h a t  t h e  p la toon had k i l l e d  VC the re?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did you find any booby t r a p s  i n  any of t h e  hootches? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any. 

Q - How about de ta inees?  Did you cap tu re  and i n t e r -
rogate  any de ta inees  i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A* No. 

Q None a t  all.? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q . Do you remember f i n d i n g  a booby t r a p  of a couple 
of c a r t r i d g e s  r igged  toge the r  wi th  a f i r i n g  mechanism? 

A. You mean myself ,  personal ly?  

0. O r  anyone e l s e ?  

g. T h i s  is  r a t h e r  puzzl ing  t o  us ,  M r .  BRETEMSTEIN. 
The 1st Platoon repor ted  k i l l i n g  38 VC i n  a space of a few 
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hours i n  the  area t h a t  morning, and you s a w  only 3 o r  
4 bodies k i l l e d  i n  the  i n i t i a l  f i r i n g .  Could you g ive  us 
any enlightenment o r  explanat ion  on t h a t ?  

A. Could it have been an es t imated  f i g u r e ?  ~ 
Q - Sure it could have been. I wonder if you could 
en l igh ten  us a l i t t l e  on what t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e s t ima te  would 
be. A s  you desc r ibe  it, it was p r e t t y  unevent fu l ,  There 
wasn ' t  anything happening. The p la toon l e a d e r  r epor ted  38  
VC k i l l e d .  It i s  a puzzle  t o  us. 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  s e e  any 38 anybody. 

Q. You d o n l t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  of t h e  body count 
a t  a l l  around t h e  CP group o r  around anybody t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No. ~ 
Q Well, o t h e r  than  t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  bodies t h a t  
you s a w ,  would it be your b e s t  guess t h a t  those were the  only 
people k i l l e d  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some people could have been 
k i l l e d  i n  some of these  bunkers t h a t  they blew. 

Q. Why do you say t h a t ?  

A. Because i t ' s  always p o s s i b l e .  

Q. That  was nothing more than  j u s t  a guess? J u s t  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you say, t h a t  o r - - l e t  me put  it t h i s  way. 
Did you observe t h e  procedures followed i n  c l e a r i n g  the  
bunkers? 

A. Yes. The only procedure was t o  throw a charge 
i n t o  t h e  bunker. 

Q 0 Didn ' t  they g ive  anybody--attempt t o  give a shout  
down the re .  Did they explore  them t o  see  i f  t h e r e  was any 
people down t h e r e ?  

A. You d o n ' t  go i n t o  tunnels  i f  t h e y b e  n o t  c l ea red .  I t  
is  n o t  very s a f e .  
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Q Do you have any b a s i s  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  might a 

have been people  i n  t h e  bunkers ,  o t h e r  than  j u s t  t he  ba re  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  was? D i d  anyone ever--was t h e r e  eve r  an 
i n c i d e n t  where anyone mentioned t h a t  i n  blowing one t h e r e  
turned  ou t  t o  be people  i n  it, Do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  recall s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Do you remember f i n d i n g  any web gea r ,  he lmets ,  
weapons, o r  anyt ing  i n  the  course of sea rch ing  t h e  a r e a ?  

A *  No. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, a s  f a r  as  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h a tJ 


v i l l a g e  .go, it was j u s t  e n t i r e l y  unevent fu l  a s  f a r  as you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything more t h a t  happened i n  t h a t  a r e a  
e a s t  of t h e  br idge  be fo re  you moved o u t  t h a t  we havenft 
t a l k e d  t o  you about t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t r y i n g  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  mor-
t a r s  i n  t h a t  L- i l lage ,  t h a t  Captaiz  EICBSES s a i d  scze i~strec-
t i o n s ,  poss ib ly  t o  use t h e  machinegun. 

COL WILSON: H e  d i d n ' t  say he t r i ed  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  mortars  i n t o  
the  v i l l a g e ,  

LTC NOLLr Ckzy , a f t z r  youfve given up cn t h e  adjustment  of 
t h e  mortars ,  you rece ived  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Captain MICH-
LES. During t h e  process  of f i r i n g  the  machinegun ac ross  the  
r i v e r ,  d i d  any o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  come from Captain MICHLES 
t o  you? 

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any. 

Q - D o  you r e c a l l  i f  a h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down i n  a po-
s i t i o n  near  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  approximately noontime o r  a t  any 
t i m e  before  you moved ou t?  
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A. I donqt remember i t ,  b u t  it must have, because we 
g o t  the  demo s t u f f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him--I'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
i f  t h e r e  was a p l a c e  f o r  it t o  land ,  b u t  it must have landed 
the re .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any people i n  a p o s i t i o n  o t h e r  
than your p la toon,  do you? Were you jo ined  by anyone i n  the  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. ' No. 

MR WALSH: One more ques t ion ,  M r ,  BRETENSTEIN. D o  you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  Sergeant  M I L U S  wi th  the  M-60, 
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  when you a r r i v e d  wi th  t h e  CP group? 

A. I n  the v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, I don ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h a t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM giv ing  an o r d e r  t o  cease f i r e  a f t e r  about 
the  t ime you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. Cease f i r e ?  You mean--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  those  words. 

A. Like t o  t h i s  machinegun t h a t  w a s  supposed to--

Q - O r  t o  o t h e r  people f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons. Direct-
i n g  them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any heavy volume 
of f i r e  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  you crossed  the  br idge? 

A. NO, ,I don ' t .  

COL WILSON: I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  on the  same 
b a s i s ,  Bunkers, t u n n e l s ,  t h i s  type th ing .  There a r e  in-
s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  used t o  p r o t e c t  themselves from f i r e .  
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A- Y e s .  

Q. What do you c a l l  t hose?  

A. I guess a bunker,  

0 . What is  t h e  difference hetween, i n  ydur  under- 

sta.ndi.ny, between a tunne l  and a bunker,  o r  a r e  you us ing  

1 . 7~l-ie5 , w ~in te rchangeably?  

A. I'm us ing  t h e  two in te rchangeably .  

Q. I n  a v i l l a g e  w5en a t u n n e l  o r  a bunker is  searched  . 
out--not searched  ou t .  When a bunker o r  a t u n n e l ,  i n  your 
::erxs, i s  demolished by a charge,  i s  it normal j u s t  t o  go 
thx:ough t b e r e  and t.hrow t h e s e  charges  i n t o  t h e  bunkers o r  
t u n n e i s ,  Is this normal o p e r a t i o n ?  

.A, Y e s  -
Q = N o  c a l l  down t h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  anybody i s  i n  
there,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  may be i n  t h e s e  
bunkers ,  Just throw t h e  charge i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

'2 Under a l l  . s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  is t h i s  
vzha.: B Con~pany d.id? 

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  wa.nt t o  say  t h a t  it w a s  a s tandard . . .  

0 .  Procedure? 

,?I. 1's t r y i n g  t o  word it c o r r e c t l y .  I t  w a s  some-
2.7- .I-.i..~.3.ngthat w a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  said t o  us ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  what 
~;rc~.z.ldoccur. 


Q .  Who w a s  i n  charge? Was t h i s  t h e  p o i n t  group t h a t  
d i d  a l l  the demol i t i on  work? Did you have some eng inee r s  a t -  
A- - or w h a t ?~ d c h ~ d  

No. It was some of t h e  members o f  t h e  p l a toon .  

D o  you know t h e  p o i n t  group? 
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A. Y e s .  I don ' t  remember who exact ly  was i n  it 
a t  t h a t  time exac t ly ,  bicause it kept changing. 

Q. To your knowledge, considering the  type of 
demolition work t h a t  was being used on those bunkers, do 
you be l i eve  t h a t  those bunkers were being destroyed o r  t h a t  
t he r e  was a charge being thrown i n t o  them? What was the  pur-
pose of t h i s  explosive t h a t  was going i n  the re?  

A. What we had flown i n t o  us,  I guess,  was TNT, and 
t h a t ,  I imagined I j u s t  assumed the  idea  of t h a t  was t o  ac-
t u a l l y  physica l ly  col lapse  the  bunker. 

Q Did you observe them throwing t he  charges o r  
pu t t i ng  the  charges i n t o  the  bunkers, anybody a t  anytime? 

A. I don ' t  remember i f  I d id  o r  d i d n ' t .  I wouldn't  
have taken any s p e c i f i c  no t i ce .  

Q. They brought the  TNT i n ,  o r  t h e  explos ive  i n ,  you 
be l i eve ,  t o  demolish the bunkers. Do you know how much ex-
p los ive  was brought i n  and i f  t h i s  was the  only purpose f o r  
t he  resupply? 

A. A s  f a r  as  I know it was. There was a box. I don' t 
know how b i g  it was. It was one of those wooden boxes of TNT. 

Q. One box?. 

A. I th ink  so. Probably some machinegun ammo too.  

Q- What time was t h i s  resupply, do you know? 

A. One of you s a i d  it was around noon. I t  seems t o  
me i t  was l a t e r ,  some t i m e  during the  middle of the  day. 

Q- When you l e f t  the  v i l l a g e ,  a f t e r  you had moved a 
l i t t l e  way south,  as  f a r  as you can remember, you d id  move 
south a l i t t l e  way? 

A. N o ,  as  f a r  a s  I can remember, w e  d i d n ' t  move south.  

Q To the  southern end of t he  v i l l a g e .  You s a i d  150 
meters,  I be l i eve ,  south. 
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A. I don ' t  remember personal ly  going any f u r t h e r  
south  than  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Then a f t e r  you s t ayed  i n  the  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  then 
you s t a r t e d  moving ou t  of the  v i l l a g e  back t o  t h e  nor th?  

-
A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Do you remember what time t h a t  was? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  going back nor th  t o  your l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember going. I know t h a t  w e  d i d  
move nor th .  I b e l i e v e  it was t o  t h i s  a rea .  

Q You are p o i n t i n g  t o  coord ina te  746808.  

A. Somewhere i n  t h a t  a rea  w e  s e t  up. The idea  was 
t o  be a n i g h t  ambush. I t  was r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  whether you had any VC suspec ts  
o r  de t a inees  i n  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q Did you see t h e  p o i n t  group moving o u t  t h a t  day, 
o r  d i d  you observe them a t  any time? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  I must have. 

Q - Did .you s e e  t h e  p o i n t  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  I t ' s  poss ib l e .  

Q . ' .Did anyth ing  occur on the  way up t h e r e  t h a t  
you can r e q l l ?  

% 
A. No. You mean a s  f a r  as--well,  a s  f a r  a s  any-
t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  remember anything.  
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Q o  .You d o n ' t  remember t h e  time of day? Had you e a t e n  
before  you a l l  moved out  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Evening meal? 

Q- No. Noon. 

A. Noon chow. I t h i n k  we a t e  t h a t  a f te rnoon i n  the  
v i l l a g e .  

52 The las t  r e p o r t  from 1st Platoon i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
a r e a  was a t  1420 with 8 VC KIA.  So you must have moved ou t  
a f t e r  t h a t .  You went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  up he re  t h a t  n igh t .  You 
don ' t  r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t i e s  a long t h e  coas t?  

A. Oh, before  it go t  dark one of those  s w i f t  boats  
landed on the  beach, b u t  I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember what they 
were doing. 

Q e  Did t h e  s w i f t  boat  come i n  and land on'  t h e  beach, 
o r  any navy personnel  c o n t a c t  anybody i n  your platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  remember something 
&out a m i f t  boat .  

Q- Were any sampans coming i n  with that s w i f t  boat? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  It 
seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something about t h e  sampans be-
cause the  next  n i g h t  they were e i t h e r  going our  o r  coming 
back i n ,  o r  maybe it w a s  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  they were going ou t  
and wanted t o  s t o p  them o r  they d i d n ' t  o r  they brought some 
i n  or--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember a number 
of Vietnamese coming i n  o f f  of t h e  sampans on t h e  shore? 

A- You mean r i g h t  where we were? 

Q. Yes, i n  your a r e a ,  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember, when the  s w i f t  boat  came i n ,  d i d  
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it come up t o  the  shore,  o r  d i d  it j u s t  come i n  c lose?  

A. I don' t remember. 

Q Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  br inging  i n  a 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ?  -
A. No. 

Q Do you remember any of the  platoon o r  any s t r angers  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any people t h a t  day? , 

A. I s u r e  don ' t .  

MR WALSH: You mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  you received some dy-
namite. Was t h a t  brought t o  you while you were i n  t h a t  v i l -
lage? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q By chopper? 

A. I assumed it must have. I d o n ' t  remember the  
chopper landing,  b u t  t h a t  i s  the  normal--the only way it 
could have go t t en  the re .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a chopper landing and a photo-
grapher g e t t i n g  o f f ?  

A. No. 

Q - You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a chopper 
!landing wi th  the  demoli t ions? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q - O r  any chopper landing t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q Is it poss ib le  t h a t  the  demolit ions were brought 
i n  on t h e  a s s a u l t ,  o r  a r e  you su re  they were brought i n  
during t h e  day? 
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A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they were brought i n  by chopper. 
I t ' s  j u s t  that--you've s o t  t o  understand t h a t  choppers a r e  
always f l y i n g  around over  t h e r e  and you g e t  so  t h a t  i t ' s  
no b i g  th ing .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  some guy d r i v i n g  up with a c a r  ., 
9 Is it unusual t o  have demol i t ions  on a normal 
opera t ion?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q Did somebody i n  t h e  p la toon normally c a r r y  some 
demoli t ions on opera t ions?  

A. Normally somebody d id .  A pound o r  two of TNT. 
J u s t  enough t o  blow a round i n  p lace .  A l o t  of t imes w e  
came ac ross  a dud round--just  enough s o  you could blow t h a t .  

Q But normaiiy t h e  p la toon didn 't have afiy sub-
s t a n t i a l  supply of demoli t ions? 

A. No. 

Q =  That is t h e  b a s i s  f o r  your assumption t h a t  you g o t  
a supply of demoli t ions t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a p o i n t  team 
with a Vietnamese woman i n  the l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

COL WILSON: Did anything happen i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Did a chopper come i n  and 
b r i n g  i n  some r a t i o n s ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember how we a t e  t h a t  n igh t .  
I t h i n k  it was supposed t o  be an ambush, t h e r e f o r e ,  you 
wouldnJt have had a chopper come i n .  Maybe it was j u s t  a 
platoon-sized l a a g e r .  The only t h i n g  I can remember--
yes ,  I guess it was t h a t  n igh t  t h a t  I ad jus ted  a couple 
of a r t i l l e r y  smoke rounds t h a t  I w a s  proud o f .  
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Q - '-ere did  these  raunds go? Where x e r e  they f i r e d ?  

A, I normally would place a r~und5C0 meters from my 

p o s i t i o n ,  so one would have been 500 meters nor th  and the  

o t h e r  500 meters south of our  p o s i t i o n ,  wherever it was. 


Q T h i s  i s  n i g h t  defens ive  f i r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  p u t t i n g  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. Reference p s i n  ts . 
Q - Reference p o i n t s ,  and frbm t h ~ s e  you can adjuS t  
your f i r e  i f  YGU need t ~ .  

A. n They were smoke rounds. 

Q- And t h e s e  were a r t i l l e r y - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Rouzds, and how did you c o m u n i e a t e  w i t h  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. With one of t h e  PRC-25's? 

(Z- Did you t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  b a t t e r y  o r  d id  yc?; 
t a l k  t o  t h e  FO? 

A,  I 'm p r e t e  I ta lked &a t h e  a r k i l l e - ~ ~ ~sure- P3. 

Q - A n d  yail asked h i m  to give you t b m  rounds, t w ~  
marking r o w d s ,  

At the coordina tes  t h a t  you gave him. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E i t h e r  I asked him o r  he s a i d  how 
about p u t t i n g  one north and one south.  

Q hr;d :?or;. had those  f i r e d  t h a t  evening before  dark? 

A, T.. .I-7, it was . 1 'm nct sure.- ! . iJ . ls:~ a f t e r  da-:--

Q a  You car2 s e e  %he smoke? 
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A. A t  n i g h t  a smoke round burns l i k e  a roman candle.  

Q This wasn 't WP? 

A. Negative. 

Q- And d i d  anything occur  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A, That n i g h t  you mean? Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q a  What about t h e  nex t  morning? 

A. Sometime t h e  n e x t  day, I assume w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  
n e x t  morning, we moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  the  whole company. 
I t h i n k  we searched o u t  t h i s  whole s e t u p  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
E x h i b i t  MAP-4) . 
Q- You're p o i n t i n g  t o  t h a t  f i n g e r  of l and  t o  the  
n o r t h e a s t .  Now; I want t o  s t o p  t h e r e  f o r  a minute and cor-
r e c t  your t h i n k i n g  a l i t t l e .  B Company h a d n ' t  joined you. 
You s t a y e d  over  h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and then  you had t o  c o n t a c t  
B Company aga in ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company. Do you remember 
where you contac ted ,  where you jo ined  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  com-
pany ? 

A. I thought it was up t h e r e  someplace. 

Q. Well, t h e  company h a d n ' t  come over  t h a t  br idge .  

A. Which bridge? 

Q- There was only one b r i d g e  coming over  he re .  I 
a l s o  want t o  remind you t h a t  TAYLOR was wounded t h a t  day. 

A. O h ,  t h a t  was t h e  day. I had a t ime l a g  t h e r e  
some place .  

Q- Now, t h i n k  back. TAYLOR was wounded down t h e r e  
by t h a t  b r idge .  

A, Well, f o r  some reason I thought  t h a t  t h a t  was 
t h e  t h i r d  day. 

Q- TAYLOR was wounded the fo l lowing day down t h e r e  
by t h a t  b r i d g e -
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A. Are you f a m i l i a r  with the  day M I L U S  was k i l led--
t h e  n igh t ,  the evening? Wnen was t h a t ?  Was t h a t  t he  th ixd?  

Q You were moving along. It w a s  the  t h i r d  day, the 
nigh t  of t he  third day. 

A. Well, then  t he  second day we moved, I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember it c l e a r l y .  

Q - I am j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  b r i ng  back your memory. 
TAYLOR was wounded down here  by t he  bridge.  

Right,  I remember t h a t .  

Q There was a l i t t l e  a c t i o n  down the re .  You h i t  a 
~ i n ecr something and t h a t ' s  when B Company came across  the 
br idge ,  

A. Oh,  I don ' t  remember them coming across .  

Q - I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  t o  you becau.se I ' m  
going t o  ask you some ques t ions  about t h a t  day. Do you re-
c a l l  now going back down t h e r e  near  t h a t  b r idge?  

A , .  Yes. 


Q Was the p o i n t  group ou t?  


A. Yes, 

Q - Did you s ee  a Vietna~nese with the  p o i n t  group a t  

t h a t  t i m e ?  


A, I don ' t  remember, sir. 


Q- You got  down t o  t he  br idge  and TAYLOR was wounded? 


A. I remember that. 

Q. Do you reme~nbert h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  Was t h e r e  a l o t  
of f i r i n g  a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded? What happened? 

A- . I t  seems t o  me--yes, we got some sn ipe r  f i re .  I 
guess it was from t h a t  village. 
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Q From t h e  same v i l l a g e  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  day
before?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h i s  s n i p e r  f i r e .  rece ived  before  o r  a f t e r  
TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  mine? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you s e e  TAYLOR when he was wounded o r  a f t e r  
he was wounded? 

A, No, I d i d  not .  

Q Do you remember what t h e  o r d e r  of march was when 
you moved back down t h e r e  : which p la toon was f i r s t  o r  which 
one was second? 

A. D o  you mean squad? 

Q- I 'm s o r r y ,  t h e  squad. 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Do 4'01;re2211 2 h c l i c s p t s r ,  ar, c'vscuation s h i p ,  
coming i n  and p icking  up TAYLOR? 

A. W e l l  aga in ,  I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  it must have 
because he l o s t  p a r t  of h i s  f o o t  I th ink .  

Q. But you didn '  t s e e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  come i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. I must have seen it. 

Q Do you remember any suppor t ing  f i r e  coming i n  
t h e r e ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  mortar ,  o r  gunships? 

A, Y e s ,  t h e r e  were gunships. 

Q. How many ? 

A. I have no idea .  I ' d  guess two because they nor-
mally worked i n  groups of two. 
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Q. Did they f i r e ?  

A. Yes. 


Q - Where? 


A. I guess a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  keep as 
low a s  poss ib le .  

Q - How many f i r i n g  runs d i d  they make? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q. Do you know what type of ordnance they used? 

A. No. I ' m  s u r e  they were using the  miniguns. 

Q. How about rocke t s?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember r o c k e t s ,  b u t  it is e n t i r e l y  pos- 
s i b l e .  

Q. Was t h i s  f i r e  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yes, it w a s .  They were f l y i n g  r i g h t  over  it. 
They were making t h e i r  approach over  us and l e t t i n g  go 
almost d i r e c t l y  over  o u t  heads. 

Q o  From what d i r e c t i o n  w a s  t h e i r  approach? 

A. From t h e  w e s t ,  roughly. 

Q o  From t h e  west? 

A. (Nodding i n  t h e  af  f i r m a t i v e )  Moving from west t o  
e a s t .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. 

MR WALSH: Where were you when t h e  gunships were making these  
passes? Do you remember your l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Well, I was on the  t r a i l ,  bu t  it would have been 
back up t h e  t r a i l  somewhere from t h e  br idge .  

Q a  Could you s e e  t h e  br idge  from where you were? 
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A, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  
bend i n  t h e  t ra i l .  

Q Were you with t h e  CP group? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q Were you normally wi th  t h e  CP group except  when 
you were a d j u s t i n g  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  normally. 

LTC NOLL: Did you s e e  any p a r t  of t h e  jo in ing  up of the  
company a t  t h e  br idge?  

A, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  it. 

Q o  Do you know i f  t h e  company had crossed  t h e  br idge 
while  t h e  gunships were the re?  

A. I cionZtknow when they d id .  Evident ly they d i d .  

Q I mean was it before  of a f t e r ?  

A, I d o n ' t  know, 

COL 'w'iLSGii: The company crossed  and joined up with the  1st 
Platoon. Do you r e c a l l  what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A, Is t h a t  when w e  moved south? 

Q- This i s  what we t h i n k  happened. You moved t o  the  
south  a f t e r  t h a t .  

A. Well, sometime. I guess we walked a l l  t he  way 
down t o  t h e  t i p  t h e r e ,  and I guess it w a s  t h e  same day we 
walked a l l  t h e  way back up t o  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) ,  

Q. Now, t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  company p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
n i g h t  puts  it back over  here.  I t h i n k  you've g o t  your n igh t s  
mixed up, The l a s t  n igh t  t h a t  you were o u t  t h e r e  you were 
up here.  

A. Did we s t a y  a t  a graveyard? I don' t know t h a t .  
I t  could be. 
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Q This is  the  company- now. This w a s  a company 
l aager  with one p la toon ou t  on an ambush. 

A. I thought we joined with them moved south,  and 
then came back up. Evident ly we d i d n ' t .  

Q. No. W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you s tayed down t h e r e ,  you
moved down and were south of the  br idge t h a t  n i g h t .  You had 
one p la toon near  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  br idge on an ambush, 
b u t  the  major i ty  of t h e  company was down t h e r e  south  of t h e  
br idge.  Now, when you moved south t h a t  day with t h e  company, 
t h e  1st  Platoon,  t h e  2d Platoon,  and t h e  3d Platoon were a l l  
moving south.  Do you remember where you were moving? Were you 
moving in land,  o r  were you moving along the  c o a s t ,  a long the  
beach the re?  

A. ' Well, a l l  t h i s  area--for  some reason,  t h e  way the  
coas t  is,  a l l  a long t h e  beach t h e r e  w a s  l i k e  sand dunes r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  of the  beach, s o  t h e r e  would be a h i l l  a l l  along 
the coas t ;  and I th ink  we were immediately in land  of t h a t  
h i l l ,  because I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  walking along by t h e  
water.  

Q Okay, s o  you were on the  west s i d e  of t h a t  sand 
h i l l  t h a t  comes up the re .  

A, Right.  

Q And you moved on south.  Were t h e r e  many v i l l a g e s  
t h a t  you passed through? 

A. Yes, 

Q . Were thee.? viLlages bcrced? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  they were o r  no t .  

Q - Do you remember see ing  any smoke? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember one VC KIA r e p o r t  t h a t  morning 
a s  you moved south? 

A. No, 
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Do you remember any f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q a  Two VC o r  VC suspec t s  running f r o m  t h e  company 
anywhere? 

A. I don ' t  remember. 

Q. You moved down south.  Did anybody i n  the  1st 
Platoon use any demoli t ions a s  they went through these  a reas?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we j u s t  walked 
down t h e r e ,  I t  w a s  uneventful .  

Q When you go t  down t o  the  southern  end of the  t i p  
down t h e r e ,  could you s e e  the  water on a l l  s i d e s ?  Did you 
have a good view of t h i s  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  we were r i g h t  on t h e  t i p ,  so' you could s e e  
t h e  water ,  and across  the  bay you could s e e  t h e r e  was an-
o t h e r  v i l l a g e  across  t h e r e .  

Q . Could you s e e  t h i s  h i l l  back here ,  H i l l  72? 

A. I S  i t ' s  t h e  h i l l  1 ~ mth ink ing  of we could s e e  it, 
It 's  t h e  one where t h e r e  was always a Vie t  Cong f l a g  up on. 

Q. It could have been 72 b u t  85 also--85 was a l a r g e  
one back here.  72 w a s  a l i t t l e  lower, n o t  q u i t e  as high. 
This was r i g h t  down on the  r i v e r ,  72.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember being a t  t h e  p o i n t  t h e r e .  I 
know that t h a t  t h i n g  i s  the re .  

Q - I f  you looked over  here ,  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ,  
while  you were going down, d i d  you see  any burning going 
on, any smoke coming up from these  a r e a s  t o  t h e  west of 
t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any. I remember 
being impressed--I mean i t ' s  been 2 years  and c e r t a i n  th ings  
s t and  ou t  i n  my  mind, b u t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  h e r e  on the  
o t h e r  s i d e  was kind of a n i c e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  I t . l o o k e d  
l i k e  a n i c e  p l a c e  f o r  a r e s o r t .  

41 
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Q You mean the  v i l l a g e  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  Tra 
Khuc River,  souL& of t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  It  w a s  very p r e t t y .  The water  was 
p r e t t y  and the  sand w a s  p r e t t y .  

Q Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come down t h e r e  whi le  
you stopped a t  t h e  extreme southern t i p ?  

A. You mean t o  our  element? I d o n ' t  remember, 

Q Then you turned  and headed back t o  t h e  north? Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

,Q . Did anything occur  as you moved back t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember m y t h i n g .  When were w e  supposed 
t o  have laagered?  A f t e r  we  moved back o r  on t h e  way down? 

Q. When you came back. Do you remember, t h a t  day 
as you went down t h e r e  when B Company c losed  o v e r  t h a t  br idge ,  
do you remember any Vietnamese, ARVN, o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
coming over  with B Company? 

. . 

A. No. 

Q 20 yo= rerriszher a p h o t ~ g r a p h e rjoinirig yen that 
day? 

Q Did you see t h i s  company CP, command element? 

That day? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n u t  remember see ing  them, 

Q Did you s e e  CONGLETONT D o  you know CONGLETON? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Did you s e e  him t h a t  day? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. I f  we laagered ,  I ' m  
s u r e  I must have seen him, 

Q. Supposedly t h e r e  were some Vietnamese who came 
over wi th  B Company t h a t  day. Do you r e c a l l  whether Lieute-
nant  LEWIS came over t h a t  day? 

A. Came over  from where, s i r ?  

Q. From across  t h e  br idge .  

A. I don 't remember. 

Q O r  came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I remember see ing  him. Was he with t h e  company 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Q Lieutenant  COCKRAN had been k i l l e d .  Our under-
s tanding  is t h a t  Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n  and replaced him. 

A, Oh, j u s t  a t  t h a t . t i m e .  No, I remember see ing  him. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember see ing  any Vietnamese? 

A, No, sir. 

Q - O r  p o l i c e ?  

A. No. 

Q This  i s  P-21. Did you ever  see  any of those  
people i n  t h e r e ?  The two m i l i t a r y  personnel?  

A. That - - i sn ' t  he a l i e u t e n a n t ?  

Q. The man on the  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A, H e  i s  the  M I  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  I remember see ing  him, 
n o t  t h a t  day, b u t  he was t h e  guy t h a t  normally was p a r t  of 
t h e  M I  t e a m  t h a t  normally flew o u t  t o  us.  

Q - Did you s e e  him on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. 
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Q How about  t h e  o t h e r  man? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember eve r  see ing  him. 

I d o n ' t  recognize e i t h e r  of them. 

Q P-66? Have you e v e r  seen the  man on t h e  extreme 
l e f t ?  

A. I don ' t  recognize him. 

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a photographer wi th  you t h a t  
day with a MACV patch? 

A. No, I do not .  

Q. A s o f t  h a t ?  

A. What do you mean by s o f t  h a t ?  

Q- A cap? 

A. Like a jungle  cap o r  a b a s e b a l l  cap? 

A, . I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him. 

Q A s  you descr ibed  t h i s  day, it was p r e t t y  unevent-
f u l  a l s o .  Did you s e e  any bodies a t  a l l ?  

A. I donut xsmember see ing  any. 

Q. Do you remember any d i scuss ion  of any Vietnamese 
being k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A* No. 

LTC NOLL: I would l i k e  t o  come back t o  when TAYLOR was 
wounded here  on t h e  mine, The h e l i c o p t e r  gunships came i n .  
Do you r e c a l l  before  the  gunships came i n  i f  t h e  company en-
gaged a v i l l a g e  wi th  s m a l l  arms f i r e ,  machinegun f i r e ?  
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A. I ' m  s u r e  they must have. By t h a t  I mean whenever 
we r e c e i v e  s n i p e r  f i r e  you put  o u t  a base of f i r e .  

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  t ake  about  a 5-minute break. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1140 hours ,  28 January 
1970. ) 

(The hear ing  w a s  reconvened a t  1145 hours ,  28 
January 19 70. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A 1 1  person p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
now presen t .  

COL WILSON: You laagered  t h a t  n i g h t  and s t a r t e d  moving o f f  
t h e  next  morning. Do you r e c a l l  anything occurr ing  t h a t  
evening o r  t h e  nex t  morning? Did you g e t  a  h o t  meal t h a t  
n igh t?  

A, I d o n ' t  remember. I t  w a s  s tandard  t h a t  we nor-
mally g o t  a h o t  meal. 

Q. You don 't remember Colonel BARKER be ing  out 
t h e r e ,  =lybody from br igade  o r  t h e  t a sk  fo rce?  

A. I s u r e  don ' t .  

Q - You s t a r t e d  moving n o r t h  back by t h e  br idge .  Did 
anything occur t h a t  day t h a t  you can r e c a l l  be fo re  you go t  
t o  t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  extreme nor th?  

A. No. 

Q • Do you remember a r i c e  cache being repor ted  some-

where i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h a t  b r idge ,  about  3,000 pounds? 


A, No. 


Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning, a t  any t ime, see ing  

t h e s e  ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  with t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any M I  personnel?  

A. That is  t h e  second day w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

Q =  This  i s  t h e  morning a f t e r  you laagered  down 
here.  

A. On the  morning of t h e  17th?  

Q - No, t h i s  i s  t h e  morning of t h e  18 th ,  as you 
moved back up he re  towards the  b i g  v i l l a g e .  

A. When d i d  w e  s t a r t  t h e  CA? 

Q - The 16th?  

This i s  t h e  t h i r d  day? 

Q - The 1 6 t h  you crossed  the  br idge.  

A. I n  t h e  morning a f t e r  we laagered  down. 

Q- I n  t h e  morning, a f t e r  you laagered ,  down south 
of the  br idge  and you were moving back t o  t h e  nor th .  

A. I remember see ing  t h e  M I  team i n  our  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  up i n  the  nor thern  edge of t h e  peninsula .  
I d o n ' t  remember where they joined t h e  company. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  them coming i n  t h a t  morning as 
you moved? 

A. No. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  them u n t i l  t h e  evening of the  18th.? 

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q - id you s e e  anyone s t r a n g e  t o  B Company t h e  mor-
ning or  the  afternoon of t h e  1 8 t h  as you moved up i n t o  t h i s  
a rea?  Up t o  Ky Xuyen ( I ) ,which is the  v i l l a g e  which you 
moved i n t o ,  Do you remember see ing  any s t r a n g e r s  t h a t  day 
bes ides  t h e  M I ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  
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Q No Vietnamese de ta inees  o r  Vietnamese suspec t s ,  
ARVN ' s?  

A, That n igh t .  

Q. Before you go t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I thought we j u s t  went up t h e r e  uneventful ly  , 
then  I remember, l i k e  I say,  I remember see ing  t h e  M I  team 
t h a t  evening. 

Q . Okay. You g o t  t o  the  v i l l a g e  probably t h a t  mor-
n ing  o r  e a r l y  t h a t  af ternoon,  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Ky Xuyen. Do you remember t h i s  f i s h  pond? 

A. No. 

2. A l l  ri9h.L. As you moved i n t o  -die v i l l a g e ,  what 
happened t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember d i r e c t l y  moving i n t o  any p a r t i -
c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  A s  I understand t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  company 
w a s  broken up i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  elements and genera l ly  searched 
t h a t  whole peninsnla .  It seers t o  ne t h e  1st Platoon went 
around t h e  beach, a t  l e a s t  t h e  CP d i d ,  and then  we went on 
l i n e .  Anyway, I went up t h e  beach, and then  we went in land  
a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t o  some v i l l a g e ,  maybe halfway up t h e  penin-
s u l a ,  but  it w a s  where t h e  major i ty  of t h e s e  f i s h i n g  boats  
w e r e  t h a t  I remember, and from t h a t  I j u s t  remember coming 
back. 

Q. Coming back, and d i d  anything happen while  you 
w e r e  ou t  on t h e  beach a rea?  Was any searching  going on, 
v i l l a g e r s  being moved or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, I guess t h e  i d e a  of t h e s e  
people--of a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  elements s p l i t t i n g  up was t o  
g e t  a l l  t h e  people on the  peninsula  i n t o  one group, and 
then  they  brought ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  what I 'm assuming, t h e  
normal procedure w a s  t o  g e t  them i n t o  one group, and I 'm 
s u r e  t h a t  i s  why t h e  M I  team came ou t .  I thought they came 
ou t  t h a t  evening because they usua l ly  d i d n ' t  come u n t i l  
you g o t  something t h e r e  f o r  them t o  do, 
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Q. I d o n ' t  know when they came. It  may have been 
t h a t  evening. When you were ou t  he re ,  and when you went 
back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you s t ayed  ou t  t h e r e  most of t h e  day 
se-arching around the  beach area?  

A. . Yes. . . 

Q Did anything unusual occur? 

A.  There w a s  something about the  boats .  I remember 
t h a t  e i t h e r  they l e f t  o r  we d i d n ' t  go g e t  them--we d i d n ' t  
d e t a i n  them o r  we found them coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  because 
t h a t  was the  n i g h t  we were mortared i n  our  l aager  p o s i t i o n ,  
and I remember something, we should have e i t h e r  stopped 
those people from leav ing  t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  remember i f  
they l e f t  t h a t  day o r  came back t h a t  n igh t  because it was up 
the  beach--north of the  beach from where we were laagered ,  
but  I remember a f t e r  we were mortared I remember th ink ing  
maybe 'the guys t h a t  d i d  it were i n  those boats .  

Q. Well, a f t e r  you g o t  back here  t o  your l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  sometime i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  and you 
went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  d i d  you s e e  any a r t i l l e r y  
being f i r e d ?  

A, I donst remember any. 

Q . n.!2 - - - - - -- - - r r '  L------ .-----
ULU YU;L z== a v ie LzlcrrtL--,sr; r v u A r : t ; A l  b r o ~ g h ti~, wcu~ded? 

A. I don t remenber . 
Q. Do you remember see ing  a bunch of medics t r e a t i n g  
Vietnamese on t h e  beach a rea?  

A .  On MEDCAF? Yes, it seems t o  me t h a t  it d i d  come, 
bu t  t h a t  was nor th ,  up i n  one of the  nor thern  v i l l a g e s .  I t  
wasn ' t  where we laagered ,  was i t ? .  

Q.  I n o t  s u r e  of t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  it did happen, but  it seems 
t o  me t h a t  it was n o r t h ,  i n  one of the  more nor thern  p a r t s  
of t h e  a rea  t h a t  w e  searched.  
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Q Did you s e e  the  h e l i c o p t e r s  b r i n g  t h e s e  medical 
personnel  i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it. 


Q D i d  you s e e  them go out?  


A, I don 't remember, 


Q- Did you s e e  t h e  M I  team--you s a i d  they came i n  

that day--did you s e e  them i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  o r  were they 
o u t s i d e  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  where these  people were? 

A, I j u s t  remember see ing  them i n s i d e  t h e  l a a g e r  
a rea .  

Q- Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  


A, W e l l ,  by . i n  the l a a g e r  a rea .  Yes, it was e i the r - - 

probably r i q h t  on the  beach o r  something.. 


Q e  Any m c s u a l  techniques being used? 


A, 30. 


Q- Nobody w a s  roughing up the  Vietnamese suspec t s?  

A. Well, t h a t  wasn 't unusual. 


Q o  What w a s  t h e  system t h a t  they were using? 


A, Nothing humaneless. J u s t  b e a t i n g  on them a l i t t l e  

b i t  t o  g e t  t h e  p o i n t  ac ross .  

Q - No knives being used? 


A, I d i d n L t  s e e  q y .  


Q- Any p a i n f u l  procedures used, t o r t u r e ?  


A. I d i d n ' t  know of any. 
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Q. Did you hea r  of any? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I have heard,  n o t  neces-
s a r i l y  t h a t  team, I have heard a l l  kinds of s t o r i e s .  I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was anything from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
evening o r  not .  

Q You never d id  s e e  any s t f a n g e r s  i n  t h e r e  except  
t h a t  M I  team, Vietnamese o r  Americans? 

A. No. I do remember t h e  A R V N ' s ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know 
why they were t h e r e ,  No, they were, Nat ional  Po l i ce .  E i t h e r  
National Po l i ce  o r  ARVN o r  somebody. There were some of 
them. 

Q How many do you es t ima te  were t h e r e ?  

A, I remember see ing  a couple. 

Q - Who were "hey wi th?  Were they with t h e  M I  team, 
t h e  company command group, o r  what, o r  were they  j u s t  roam-
ing  around? 

A. I have no idea, I would assume t h a t  they were 
with the  M I  team, That would be j u s t  an assumption. 

Q- Were they interrogating people,  ques t ion ing  people? 

A. I don @ t remember see ing  them, 

Q. You d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  what they were doing when you 
saw them? 

A. No, I srsS&ly did whet I there, but I certain-
l y  don' t remember f t now. 

Q - Okay. Where w a s  t he  CP t h a t  night. Generally i n  
t h e  cen te r?  

A. The company CP? 

Q. M a ,  your p la toon CP? 

A. I know it was back from t h e  per imeter ,  maybe 
30 yards ,  maybe c l o s e r .  Twenty t o  t h i r t y  yards.  
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Q. What happened t h a t  evening? Did you g e t  a h o t  
meal? 

A. I th ink  so.  

Q a  Okay, go on. 

A. Sometime dur ing  t h a t  n i g h t  w e  were mortared. 

9 - . What d i d  you do a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I g o t  i n t o  my foxhole.  

Q You weren ' t  i n  i t ?  

A. No. I was i n  a l i t t l e  t e n t  t h a t  I b u i l t  o u t  of 
my poncho. There were holes  i n  my t e n t  and holes  i n  my a i r  
mat t ress .  When t h e  f i r s t  rounds came i n  I scrambled ou t  
and go t  i n t o  my foxhole,  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  I g o t  on t h e  
r a d i o  to--I  t h i n k  I gave a couple of adjustments  t o  the  ar -
t i l l e r y  forwaxd observer  t o  b r i n g  'he x t i l l e r y  f i r e  on the  
a r e a  t h a t  we suspected  the  mortar f i r e  t o  be coming from. 

Q. You were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company Fa? 

A. That is c o r r e c t .  

Q. From your p o s i t i o n  you could s e e  where the  
muzzle f l a s h e s  were? 

A. Yes, because we thought they f i r e d  roughly nor th  
of our  p o s i t i o n ,  and we had t h e  n o r t h  o r  whatever our  s e c t o r  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  We had t h e  nor thern  s e c t o r .  So, from 
where I was, w e  could s e e  roughly from where I thought it 
was coming from. 

Q. So you t a l k e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  FO, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
FO? 

A. Y e s ,  I would have done t h a t .  

Q - And you gave him the  necessary information t o  
b r ing  i n  a r t i l l e r y  on where you thought t h e  enemy mortar 
was? 

A. That is  c o r r e c t ,  
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Q o  How f a r  o u t  from your p o s i t i o n  do you t h i n k  t h a t  
mortar was loca ted?  

A. I t  would be very ,  very roughly 300 meters, but 
t h a t  is awful ly  rough. 

Q. , Was t h e r e  any sma l l  a r m s  f i r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  
mortars f i r e d ?  

A. Incoming you mean? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - How many rounds of mortar  f i r e  d i d  you r ece ive?  

A. Very roughly,  I 'd e s t i m a t e  s ix .  

Q Did you g e t  a r t i l l e r y  c o u n t e r b a t t e r y  f i r e  t h a t  
' n i g h t ,  o r  d i d  it e v e r  come i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they e v e r  f i r e d  f o r  e f f e c t .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  were a couple  of ad jus tments ,  HE rounds a f t e r  a 
couple of smoke rounds. I don' t th ink  they  eve r  f i r e d  t h e  
b a t t e r y  f o r  e f f e c t ,  

Q. Of course, you had some c a s u a l t i e s .  Do you remem-
b e r  t h e  evacuat isr ,  h e l i c o p t e r  corning i n  t o  p i ck  them up? 

A, Y e s ,  

Q - Did you assist them t o  g e t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t ?  

Q:. D o  you r e c a l l  gunships coming i n  wi th  t h e  medevac? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any air-ground suppor t ing  f i r e  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A, Do you mean l ike- -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean l i k e  a "Spooky, " "Puff ,  'I o r  
gunships:! 

(BRETENSTEIN) 52 APP T-26; 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I th ink  t h e r e  was. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was e i t h e r  a 
"Spooky" o r  a "Puff" ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be sure.  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  about 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

MR WALSH: What d i d  you h e a r  about t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  pro-
cedures used by t h e  people t h a t  were t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
de ta inees?  

A. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p lace?  

Q. Y e s ,  wel l ,  I th ink  you began to--you s a i d ,  "I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  them myself ." I j u s t  wondered. 

A. I d idn?  mean f o r  it t o  sound l i k e  t h a t .  What I 
meant was, you always h e a r  about t h i n g s  going on, and I 
c a n ' t  connect m y  of those  th ings  wi th  t h a t  evening. I t  
could have been, It's possible that it. d.i.d., - 2nd i t ' s  possi-
ble t h a t  it d i d n ' t .  

Q. Would it r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i f  I t o l d  you 
t h a t  we 've had cons iderable  testimony t h a t  some of the  people 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t  o r  t h e  
next  morning w e r e  using 2 field telephone connected t o  
p a r t s  of t h e  detaineesQboy? 

A. I 've heard of t h a t - technique ,  b u t  I wasn 't aware 
of it p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Q I t  doesn ' t  r i n g  i n  your mind t h a t  you may have 
seen  something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

a .  Did you see  a suspec t  being ques.t ioned by some 
ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  and be ing  kicked and beaten? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I have a t  
t imes seen it happen, ,and it 's very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could 
have been t h a t  evening. That w a s  s tandard  procedure.  

LTC NOLL: One ques t ion  on the  sampans o r  f i s h i n g  boats  you 
saw, Were they i n  t h i s  water  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  mouth of the  f i n -
ge r ,  t h e  mouth of t h e  Diem Diem River? 
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A. The ones t h a t  I saw--could you r e f r e s h  my memory 
a s  t o  where exac t ly  we laagered  t h a t  n i g h t .  

COL WILSON: Before you moved up here? 

A. No, no, t h e  n i g h t  w e  were mortared. 

Q - You were genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

A. Then it would be genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q You a r e  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  genera l ly  south  of 
An Ky on t h e  beach. 

A. Did I answer your ques t ion?  

LTC NOLL: Yes, you d id .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i n q u i r i e s  being made about t h i s  opera t ion  while  you were 
s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of anybody be ing  ques-
t ioned about t h i s  opera t ion?  I ' m  n o t  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about B 
Company bu t  anybody i n  Task Force Barker. 

A, Well, I understand that t h e r e  is  an a l l e g e d  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about whi,le you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, 
Did you understand tha t  whi le  you were s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A, Oh, no, 

Q Before you came home? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did you hea r  anything about t h a t ?  

A, Nothing. 

Q Did you hea r  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 
this opera t ion  whi le  you were s t i l l  t h e r e ?  
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A. No. 

Q- . Ncbcdy was asking  you q u e s t i o n s  about i t ?  

N o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Did ycu t ake  a camera wi th  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I had one on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  I 
have an Inst; in,atic t h a t  I c a r r i e d  once i n  a whi le ,  b u t  I 
don' t remarher t ~ k i n gany p i c t u r e s  on t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q Let  me ask you, M r .  BRETENSTEIN, i f  you have any 
photographs t h a t  were taken  on t h i s  opera t ion  I ' m  going t o  
r eques t  t h a t  you c a l l  us c o l l e c t  and l e t  us know, and w e ' l l  
t r y  t o  make arrangements t o  p ick  them up and maybe make a 
copy of them, i f  t h i s  is  a l l  r i g h t  with you. 

A. I a l ready  looked through them, my m i l i t a r y  photo-
graphs.  There i s  noth ing  of t h i s  a r e a  o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
of anyth ing  that I could s e e  t h a t  would be of any va lue  t o  
you. 

c2 A l s o ,  do ybu know of anyone who dur ing  t h a t  op-
eration had a camera with them, by name? 

A. No, I do not , ,  

Q * I t.rould a l s o  l i k e  t o  ask you when you g e t  back i f  
you t u r n  up any notebooks, documentary evidence,  o r  anything 
that might h e l p  us b u i l d  t h i s  p i c t u r e  we would l i k e  t o  g e t  
fiat too .  W e  can make copies  of it and send it back t o  you. 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a£f irrnative .) 
Anything t h a t  you might run a c r o s s ,  a t ape  re-

cording o r  anyth ing  of t h a t  type  t h a t  can f i x  t ime and p lace .  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  being unnecess-
a r i l y  k i l l e d  by elements of Task Force Barker ,  C Company, 
B Company, whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. N o .  

Q - Were you ever  t o ld  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  
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A. No, I w a s  n o t .  

Q - , Do you know i f  mar i juana  w a s  a problem i n  B/4/3? 

A, I t  w a s  n o t .  

Q I t  w a s  n o t  a problem? 

A. I t  w a s  n o t  a  problem. 


Q Did you e v e r ,  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  h e a r  o r  s e e  any 

U.S. o r  ARVN o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t o r t u r i n g  any Vietnamese? 

A. On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q .  On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. By t o r t u r i n g ,  do you mean anyth ing?  

Q - I mean , i n f _ l ' i c t i n g  p a i n .  . 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
no t .  I have seen  U . S .  and ARVN t roops  b e a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h e y ' r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q - Could you i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  people?  

A. No. 

Q . W a s  it t h i s  M I  team t h a t  you s a w  e a r l i e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e e i n g  them. 

Q There are a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were r a p e s  t h e r e .  
Do you know any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I never  hea rd  of any r a p e s .  

Q .  Do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  any s t a t e m e n t s  
t o  make t h a t  might h e l p  us?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. What? 

A. No. 
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COL WILSON: M r .  BRETENSTEIN, I would l i k e  t o  r eques t  t h a t  
you n o t  d i scuss  your testimony dur ing  t h i s  per iod  except  as 
you may be requ i red  t o  do so  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. When I say t h a t ,  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about j u d i c i a l  would be a c o u r t  of some s o r t .  There 
is  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee t h a t  
is conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h i s  a l s o ,  and t h i s  i s  an 
admins t ra t ive  board. I t ' s  l i k e l y  t h e r e  won't  be another  one, 
bu t  t h e r e  i s  always a p o s s i b i l i t y .  With those t h r e e  elements 
you a r e  f r e e  t o  d i scuss  your testimony t h a t  you have given 
here ,  but  otherwise we would l i k e  t o  keep t h i s  on a  confi-
d e n t i a l  b a s i s .  

A. Yes. 

COL WILSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  your coming. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1210 hours ,  28 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CARDINES, Henry D. -
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader, Weapons 
Squad, F i r s t  Platoon, B/4/3.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  had s i x  men i n  h i s  squad. There were 
two machineguns with t h r e e  men on each (pg. 3 ) .  MILUS 
and Steven GONZALEZ were i n  charge of each of t h e  teams 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  names of t h e  people on 
each team (pg. 4)  . The witness l e f t  t h e  opera t ion on 
18 March f o r  a t h r e e  day in-country R&R a t  Vung Tau 
(pgs. 2, 3). 

2. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  d i d  not  r e c a l l  being t r a i n e d  on the  
l e g a l i t y  versus  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of orders  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  
never s a w  e i t h e r  of the two MACV ca rds ,  e n t i t l e d  "Nine 
Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  

3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  that on 15 March he  w a s  t o ld  by 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t h a t  they were going on an opera t ion 
(pg. 6 )  . The wi tness  thought t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  platoon 

w a s  t o l d  t h i s  by WILLINGHAM (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tness  d id  not  
recall what each of  h i s  weapons teams w e r e  supposed t o  do 
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  d id  no t  know i f  MILUS w a s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  squad a l l  of t h e  t i m e  (pgs. 6 ,  7 )  . H e  d id  not  r e c a l l  

(CARDINES) 1 .SUM APP T-383 

-

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
A 


any i n s t r u c t i o n s  being given on t h e  burning of houses 
o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of animals (pg. 7 ) .  There was nothing 
about the b r i e z i n g  t h a t  impressed him a s  being unusual 
(pg- 7) -
4. COMBAT ASSAULT. -

a.  A c t i l r i t i e s  on 16 March. -

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  usua l ly  he  would 
2117 i n  wit- la  one of t h e  squads and then  jo in  WILLINGHAM 
on t h e  ground (pg.  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any 
f i r e  a s  they went  i n ,  nor d i d  he t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  door- 
gunners w e r e  : i r ing (pg. 8 ) .  Af te r  a s h o r t  w a i t  t h e  
platoon moved o u t ,  b u t  t h e  wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  which 
sq-cjacl was i n  t h e  l ead  (pg. 9 )  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  being 
cnnnected with  WILLINGHAM a s  they moved (pg. 9 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  went through a "broken-down 
rilla age" which was empty (pg. 9 ) .  They d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  
zny fire a s  they moved through t h i s  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 )  . 
T h e y  then crossed  a b r idge  i n t o  another  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) .  
The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any a c t i o n  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
he  ska ted  t h a t  the p la toon  walked ac ross  wi th  no prablems 
(p5 .  101 . There were people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  o t h e r  
side of t h e  h r idge  (pg, 1 0 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any f i r i n g  i n  khe v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  
L\at *hey approached t h e  b r idge  on a  t r a i l  (pg. 9 )  . H e  
skated t h a t  a s  they  walked down t h e  t r a i l  he  heard t h a t  a 
grenade was thrown i n  f r o n t  of them (pg. 21) . The wi tness  
d id  no t  see t h e  grenade (pg. 2 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
&;Ii,'LTSwas maving wi th  fhe p o i n t  team a s  they  approached 
the vi l l age  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
PI& ' s i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  day (pg. 1 2 )  . When he was 
i-zforrnec?o5 t h e  e n t r i e s .  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker journa l ,  
.Exhibit M-16 ,he s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h i s  must have been a d i f f e r e n t  
rilla age" (pg. 1 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
any demoi i t ions  (pg. 11). 

, 
( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  beach. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  , 

platoon moving t o  t h e  beach t o  spend t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
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H e  s t a t e d  he knew t h a t  t h e r e  was one sampan t h a t  came i n  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  Some i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came t o  check the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  people t h a t  were turned over t o  the  p la toon 
(pgs. 13,  1 4 ) .  

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) The incident  a t  t h e  br idge .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  they approached 
t h e  b r i d g e  they rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  and they began t o  
f i r e  back (pg. 11). A h e l i c o p t e r  &ove them began t o  
f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 11). The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  d i d  n o t  know where t h e  s n i p e r  was (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  could 
n o t  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  when the  s n i p e r  was f i r i n g  because 
he  was s t i l l  on t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He thought t h a t  it 
w a s  t h e  p o i n t  team t h a t  was r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f i r e  (pg. 15) . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  when they e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw some 
bodies  (pg. 17)  . He d i d  no t  remember how many bodies 
t h e r e  were (pg. 1 8 ) .  There were women's and c h i l d r e n ' s  
bodies  loca ted  i n  t h e  hootches and bunkers (pg. 18) . 
They d i d  no t  bury t h e  bodies  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
know how t h e  people were k i l l e d , n o r  d i d  he know when 

-.3\(pq. L L )  . 
(2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  beach. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they moved down 
t o  t h e  end of t h e  beach (pg. 1 9 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  some hootches burned a s  they moved down (pg. 1 9 )  . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a sampan being f i r e d  upon (pgs.  1 9 ,  20) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  they moved south t h e r e  was an order  given 
by Captain MICHLES t o  s t o p  t h e  burning (pg. 24) . 

c.  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

-.---- -"--- --% % e + e k k ~ s s -s t aked  tka&-e&-U Mah~h-h e e d  QIL- - I_ -
t h e  beach with one of h i s  f r i e n d s  f o r  t h e  supply h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  come i n  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He thought t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came 
i n  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  a 
number of  people being t r e a t e d  by medics (pg. 20) . He 
g o t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and was taken o u t  f o r  h i s  R&R 
(pg. 20) 
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5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 


The wi tness  knew nothing about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 4 )  . H e  was never ques t ioned  about  it 
and h e  never heard any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  (pgs.  2 4 ,  25) . 
6. OTHER INFORMATION. 


The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know of any 
problem of mari juana i n  B Company, (pg. 25)  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES 

-r PAGES 
I i ~ i thad no t  seen I 

M-2 MACV Card n u R u l p s11- before.  4,5 
W i t  had no t  seen  

M- 3 
-

MACV C a r d  "The Enemv 
In Yourd Hands" -

- b_efnre -
1 

I 
Task Force Barker log Ref e r r ed  t o  f o r  K I A  

M-16 1 4 - 1 8  - Mar 6 8  e n t r i e s  on 16 Mar. 12 . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  19 
February 1 970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons are p resen t :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r ,  Henry D. CARDINES. 

CMR CARDINES was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

M r .  CARDINES, p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation, 
and res idence .  

A. Henry B ,  CARDINES , Occupation: s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  
a t t endan t .  Residence: E i l o ,  Hawaii. 

COL WILSON: Do you understand this is an in terv iew team of t h e  
Peers  Inquiry? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q- W e  are concerned with t h e  opera t ions  of B / 4 / 3 .  

A .  Right. 

Q - What we a r e  concerned with i s  an opera t ion  t h a t  
took p lace  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  T i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  during t h e  
per iod  16-19 March 1968. , I can b e s t  d e f i n e  t h a t  t ime frame 
by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion  was t h e  day 
t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  The l a s t  day of the  
opera t ion  was t h e  day t h a t  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d .  Now, have you 
g o t  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q . You've g o t  t h a t  time frame f i x e d  i n  your mind? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I remember t h e  beginning and t h e  time 
MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  Tha t ' s  when I l e f t .  Tha t ' s  when I l e f t  
f o r  R&R. 

1 
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Q. When d i d  you l eave  f o r  R&R? 

A. The af te rnoon-- tha t  n i g h t  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q - The n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I l e f t  dur ing  t h e  a f te rnoon.  

Q - You l e f t  dur ing  t h e  a f te rnoon?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The day M I L U S  g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A chopper came i n  and picked me up. 

Q - That  was on t h e  18th of March? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember d a t e s ,  s ir ,  b u t  I remember t h e  
t i m e .  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  back a t  the f i r e  b a s e  b e f o r e  
you l e f t  f o r  your  RLR? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how long, s i r .  I ' d  say 
about 2 weeks b e f o r e  I went on R&R, then  I came back and 
s t ayed  a t  base camp f o r  a l i t t l e  whi l e  and s t a r t e d  process ing  
out .  

Q. I mean from t h e  t i m e  you were picked up. The day 
M I L U S  w a s  k i l l e d  you were taken back t o  t h e  f i r e  base ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  I t h i n k  so.  

Q - Then you went somewhere t o  ca tch  an a i r c r a f t  t o  
your R&R s i te? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Where d i d  you l eave  Vietnam t o  go on RCR? Did you 
l eave  from Cam Ranh o r  d i d  you l eave  from Tan Son Nhut? 

A. I went down t o  Tan Son Nhut, and from Tan Son Nhut 
I went t o  Vung Tau. 
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Q. You went t o  Vung Tau? 

A. Right. 

Q a You a r e  t a l k i n g  about in-country R&R then? 

A, Right. 

Q And how long w a s  t h a t ,  3 days? 

A. Y e s ,  3 days,  

Q. We were going t o  check t h e  morning r e p o r t  t o  
determine your R&R t ime, in-country R&R, b u t  I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  i t ' s  p u t  on the  riorning r e p o r t .  A t  any r a t e ,  you 
are n o t  on t h e  morning r e p o r t  a s  be ing  on R&R during t h i s  
per iod.  Now, t h e  @ Company morning r e p o r t s  d i d  i n d i c a t e  
those i n d i v i & ~ a l sgcing t o  Vung Tau 4&R.  1'11 check through 
t h e  B Company morning r e p o r t  t o  s e e  i f  anyone e l s e  was on 
R&R a t  Vung Tau. But a t  any r a t e ,  you were picked up i n  the  
f i e l d  t h e  day t h a t  M I L U S  w a s  k i l l e d .  Is that c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. What was your duty assignment on the  16th  of March, 
1968? This would have been t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d .  

A.  I was a squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  weapons squad. 

Q. And how many weapons, h ~ wmany guns d id  you have 
i n  t h a t  squad? 

A. I had two machineguns. 

Q How many men? 

A. S i x  men t o  my squad. 

Q. Did you have t h r e e  men on each gun? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were you up t o  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  day? 
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A. Y e s ,  I ' d  say so. 

Q. And who w a s  i n  MILUS squad? 

A. ' You mean h i s  team o r  machinegun? 

Q - H i s  team, yes.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  two o t h e r  guys, sir,  b u t  I 
remember MILUS. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Who had the  o t h e r  team? 

A. Steven GONZALEZ. 

Q GOMZALEZ? 

A. GONZALEZ . 
Q - Now, who d i d  he have i n  h i s  team? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember the  names, sir.  

Q - Where was STRACHAN? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. Wasn't he i n  one of t h e  machinegun teams? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Were you ever given any t r a i n i n g  concerning t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s ,  o r  l e g a l  versus  i l l e g a l  o rde r s?  
D o  you recall anything p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. E x h i b i t  M-2 i s  a MACV ca rd  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules. " 
Have you ever seen t h a t  and/or a copy of i t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q E x h i b i t  M-3 is  MACV ca rd  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands." Have you ever seen t h a t  card?  
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-
A. Is t h i s  something l i k e - - i t ' s  n o t  a Code of  Conduct 
c a r d ,  is  i t ?  

-

Q. No.  I t ' s  something l i k e  it, b u t  i t ' s  publ i shed  
by MACV. 

A .  N o ,  I h a v e n ' t  s een  it. 

Q It  f i t s  i n  your  w a l l e t ?  

A. I haven" seen  it, 5i . r .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I t  w a s  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  do something. I d o n ' t  want 
you t o  t e l l  m e  what happened, b u t  I want you t o  t e l l  m e  how 
you found o u t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was going t o  happen on t h e  
1 6 t h  of March? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. You don 't know? 

A. N o .  

Q. You w e r e  up a t  f i r e  b a s e  Up t igh t ,  and on t h e  1 5 t h  
of  March somebody should  have t o l d  you t h a t  you were going on 
an o p e r a t i o n  t h e  n e x t  d a y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. . Who t o l d  you? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  it was L ieu tenan t  SPRAGGINS. 

Q L i e u t e n a n t  SPRAGGINS wasn ' t t h e r e .  

A. N o ,  no, it was WILLINGHAM, L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM. 
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Q What d i d  he t e l l  you? Do you remember d i s t i n c t l y  
t h a t  he t o l d  you t h a t  you were goirig on an opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  q u i t e ,  sir.  I knew w e  w e r e  supposed t o  
go on an opera t ion .  

Q. Did he t e l l  you a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  o r  d i d  he have 
t h e  whale p la toon  when he sa id  there was going t o  be an  opera-
t i o n  the  next  day? 

A. I th ink  it w a s  t h e  p la toon,  sir. 

9. What d i d  he  say?  Did he  say  anyth ing  about how 
you were going i n ,  say what t h e  squad was going t o  do? Were 
you going t o  have c o n t r o l  of  t h e  weapons? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  A l l  I remember i s  they  picked us up wi th  
h e l i c o p t e r s  and dropped us o f f  a t  the  p o i n t  where we  w e r e  
supposed t o  go. 

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what you w e r e  t o l d  be fo re  
you went i n  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q. What about your guns? Did they  usua l ly  a t t a c h  
your guns, o r  d i d  you have c o n t r o l  of  them? 

A.  They usua l ly  a t t ached  them. 

Q On a l l  opera t ions?  

A. ~ o s t P yon a l l  o f  them. 

Q - Was it normally t h a t  t h e  gun worked wi th  t h e  same 
squad a l l  t h e  t ime, o r  d i d  you switch them around? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q n  You mean you d o n ' t  know whether MILUS went wi th  
t h e  f i r s t  squad a l l  t h e  t ime o r  whether he  switched between 
t h e  f i r s t  and t h e  second squad? 
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A. 1 d o n u t  know, sir.  


Q'. You donat know w h a t  gun team--


A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know the  gun teams, bu t  I d o n ' t  

know i f  they switched. 


Q. When you g o t  an opera t ion ,  say i n  March on t h i s  
opera t ion .  M I L U S  and h i s  team supposedly went w i t h  the  f i r s t  
squad. What about the opera t ion  2 weeks before  t h a t ?  Was he 
working with t h e  f i x s t  squad o r  was he working with the  second 
squad? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. For  your information,  it i s  normal t o  have support-  
ing  weapons with the  same u n i t  a l l  t h e  time s o  they g e t  used 
ts working with each o the r .  I don't. uiaderstand why you a s  a. 
squad l e a d e r  d o n ' t  know where your gun teams were. Were t h e r e  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given concerning t h e  burning of houses o r  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of animals? 

A. I know we burned some houses, s ir ,  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Was anything s a i d  about it up a t  Uptight before 

you left? 


A.  1 d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q - There was nothing about t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  impressed 
you a s  being an unusual opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 


Q When you were up a t  Uptight t o  go on t h i s  opera t ion ,  
a 

you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

, Q *' You d i d  th ink  it was d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. No, I mean I d o n ' t .  

Q. When you went i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  e a r l y  t h a t  morn-

ing ,  do y ~ u  know which l i f t  you were on? 


(CARDINES) APP T-383 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY* 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q When your guns were a t t ached  l i k e  t h a t ,  w i th  whom 
d id  you normally go? Did.you go with t h e  p la toon CP o r  Lieuten-
a n t  WILLINGHAM o r  what? 

A, I s t ayed  with t h e  platoon l eader  and RTO. 

Q So you were r i g h t  t h e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM? 

A. Yes, s ir .  Not always, b u t  I ' m  wi th  him. 

Q Did you normally go on h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q With whom d i d  you go? 

A. F i r s t  I went wi th  one of  t h e  squads. 

Q- Okay. Then you joined him on t h e  ground? 

A. On t h e  ground. 

Q - Do you remember whether you rece ived  any f i r e  o r  
not  going i n ?  

A. When we landed you mean? 

Q Y e s .  

A. When we landed,  I d o n ' t  remember, I d o n ' t  t h ink  
SO.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g
when you went i n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- You would remember t h a t  because you were probably 
watching t h e  weapon. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  
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Q e  When you g o t  on t h e  ground, do you recall  what you 
d id?  

A. J u s t  g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper and went t o  t h e  s i d e .  

Q- Y e s .  How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  pla-
toon moved o u t ?  

A,  I t  wasn ' t  t o o  long ,  s ir .  

Q. Then what d i d  you do? 

A. J u s t  moved on wi th  the rest s f  t h e  p la toon .  

Q- Do you remember which squad was l e a d i n g  t h e  p la toon?  

A. PJo ,  s ir .  

Q s  Did y s u  stay wi th  Lieu tenant  W I L L I N G H A M  then? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q Where d i d  yo= go? 

A. I was over  t h e r e ,  but I don" teme~mberbe ing  con-
nec ted  wi th  him. 

Q. When you moved, what d i d  you do then? 

A. W e  went t o  t h i s  broken-down v i l l a g e ,  They d i d n ' t  
have anybody, W e  c rossed  a b r i d g e  i n t o  another  v i l l a g e .  

Q Okay. Then you h i t  a v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  you go t  t o  
t h e  b r idge .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  looked l i k e  it was empty. 

Q I suppose you w e r e  on s o r t  of a t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The v i l l a g e  appeared t o  be empty. A s  you went down 
through t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir. 
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Q. You d o n ' t  know where i n  the  column you were, whether 
you were wi th  t h e  CP, t h e  f i r s t  squad, o r  t h e  second squad? 

A. , I  d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know whether you happened t o  be wi th  
somebody you knew a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  somebody you normally buddied 
around with o r  t h a t  you normally would go with on these  th ings?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q When you went down towards the  br idge ,  was t h e r e  
any a c t i o n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  br idge?  

A, NO, sir. 

Q. The p la toon j u s t  walked across  t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  we walked across  t h e  br idge.  

9 No problems? 

A. Not then ,  sir. 

Q. What happened on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. We searched t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember we went through 
the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You remember going through a v i l l a g e .  Was anybody 
the re?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were people over  t h e r e .  

Q. That w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  I s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then we went up--we 
were along t h e  beach. 

Q But later: L e t ' s  s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  here.  Was 
t h e r e  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

.. -

A. Not then.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was then.  

Q. When do you th ink  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  
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A.  m e n  we went up and came back down. 

Q. Yousr e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  next  day, then,  when 
TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  -

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q o  What abeut t h e  f i r s t  day when you went over t h e r e ?  
Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  th ink  it was the  f i r s t  day, s i r .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  day Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM was k i l l e d .  
COCHRAN, I ' m  s o r r y ,  COCHRAN. 

A. That  was t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

Q Yes, and t h e  1st  Platoon went ac ross  the  br idge .
You d o n ' t  remember any f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

& - Do you remember any demoli t ions? 

A.  I don't rercen?-heri s i r ,  

Q - What do you th ink  you remember about t h e  next  day? 

A. I know t h e  next  day w e  went up along t h e  beach and 
w e  came back down. We rece ived  s n i p e r  Eire. 

Q - You d id?  

A. Yes. 

Q- And what e l s e ?  

A.  Then we s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  back. There was a chopper 
above us ,  and he s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

& - What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  Did you move through
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Yes, we d i d  move through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Was t h a t  t h e  day t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company joined you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  same v i l l a g e .  

Q. This  f i r s t  day t h a t  you went over  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  you searched,  do you r e c a l l  how many hootches 
t h e r e  were t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were, b u t  
t h e r e  were some hootches.  

Q - Well, t h e  journal  of Task Force Barker (Exhib i t 

M - 1 6 )  c a r r i e s  t h r e e  e n t r i e s  t h a t  morning t h a t  came from t h e  

a rea  t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon was i n .  The f i r s t  e n t r y  was a t  0955. 

and it repor ted  12 VC KIA.  


A. Twelve? 

Q. I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you walked throught  the f i r s t  
day. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember 12. 

Q - T h a t ' s  n o t  a l l .  A t  1055, one-half hour l a t e r ,  
t h e r e  were 1 8  more repor ted  KIA.  Now, f o r  an o u t f i t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
do any f i r i n g ,  t h a t ' s  30 dead VC. I d o n ' t  understand how they  
go t  k i l l e d .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. A t  1045 t h e r e  were a s t e e l  helmet,  uniforms, and 
web equipment found over t h e r e  and reported. .  A t  1420 t h a t  
af ternoon t h e r e  were 8 more VC r e p o r t e a  K I A  i n  t h a t  same a r e a ,  
p lus  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a monitoring of t h e  communications t apes  of 
t h a t  morning has B Company asking f o r  gunships t o  move i n  t h e r e  
t o  a s s i s t  c ross ing  t h e  b r idge  and t o  a s s i s t  t h e  u n i t .  The 
testimony we have i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f i v e  mortar rounas were f i r e d  
over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  major i ty  of t h e  bunkers i n  t h a t  town w e r e  
destroyed by demoli t ions.  T h a t ' s  an awful l o t  of noise  n o t  t o  
remember, and t h a t ' s  about a s  b i g  a VC KIA i n  a per iod  of 2 
o r  3 hours t h a t  t h a t  u n i t  has  ever  had--that platoon.  This 
would have been one of t h e  b i g g e s t  days i n  combat of your 
ca ree r .  

A. This  must have been a d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. This  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  on the o t h e r  s i d e  of the  
br idge .  I t ' s  about 500 t o  1,000 meters from t h a t  br idge .  

'AA. I remember some gunships.  

.8.- Tha t ' s  t h e  next  day. This  was the  f i r s t  day, the  
16th of March. 

A. WasnDt t h i s  a  b i g  v i l l a g e  by t h e  beach o r  something? 
I know t h e  b r idge  we crossed t h e r e  was-- 

Q o  ( ~ n t e r p ~ s i n g )I t  was a cement b r idge ,  

A. A cement br idge  wi th  a v i l l a g e  across  it. I remem-
b e r  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  The next  day, t h a t ' s  when t h e  chopper came 
i n ,  t h e  gunships,  and t h e r e  was another  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t -  know 
i f  i t ' s  t h e  same one, b u t  i t ' s  when t h e  company was t h e r e  I 
th ink .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  a v i l l a g e  where t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody 
b u t  t h e  platoon t h e r e .  This i s  t h e  day when you walked across  
t h a t  concre te  br idge .  Because t h e r e  was a h e l l  of a l o t  of 
f i r i n g  going on over t h e r e  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of demoli t ions 
going on, everybody seems t o  remember it very c l e a r l y .  A t  
l e a s t  they can remember p z r t s  cf it. Lieutenant COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  t h a t  morning. Everybody heard about t h a t ,  I suppose, 
b e f o r e  they h i t  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM repor ted  
l a r g e  amount of K I A ' s  t h e r e .  You s t i l l  d o n ' t  remember? 

A. Nop sirg t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q - Okay. You moved, your p la toon moved on the  beach 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  and spen t  t h e  n i g h t  on t h e  beach. Do you remem-
b e r  some sampans with VC being brought i n  by some s w i f t  b o a t s .  
They turned  them over t o  t h e  p la toon,  and a couple of i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  came i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them about 1600 i n  the  a f t e r -  
noon? I t  would have been on t h e  beach? 

A. Yes, sir.  I remember when we were on t h e  beach. 
I f  I remember r i g h t ,  I know t h e r e  was one sampan. 

Q .  This  would have been about 10 o r  20 people turned  
over  t o  t h e  1st Platoon. 

A .  There was some. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some i n t e r r o g a t e r s  
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t h a t  came i n  t o  that--what you c a l l  it. 

Q. Laager p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, they came i n  t o  check on t h e  guys they brought 
i n .  

Q,. To check t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  That n i g h t ,  as  f a r  as  w e  know, t h e r e  
was no i n c i d e n t .  The nex t  mornlng you s t a r t e d  back down t o  
t h e  br idge  again ,  and TAYLOR went i n  t h e r e  and l o s t  h i s  f o o t  
on a mine. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q m  A f t e r  t h a t ,  it w a s  r epor ted  t h a t  you g o t  some s n i p e r  
fire. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What happened a f t e r  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  I know t h e  
gunships came. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q But what d i d  t h e  p la toon do be fo re  the  gunships 
came over? 

A. They s t a r t e d  f i r l n g  a t  t h e  sn ipe r .  

Q - Where w a s  t h e  s n i p e r ,  do you know? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. There was a b i g  h i l l  back up t h e r e ,  a sand dune 
back up behind t h a t  v i l l a g e .  There was a v i l l a g e  too.  

A. There w e r e  some coconut t r e e s  along t h e  s m a l l  r i v e r  
the re .  

Q- There were coconut t r e e s  along t h e r e  and o t h e r  
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vege ta t ion .  Bid you see  the  v i l l a g e  when t h e  s n i p e r  was f i r i n g ?  

N o ,  s ir ,  I was on t h e  t r a i l .  

Near t h e  br idge?  

A. I t  was n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  br idge .  

Q .  Who were you with? Do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q o  Did %he squads deploy, o r  were they i n  a column, o r  
what? What was t h e  platoon formation? 

A. W e i l ,  we come down t h i s  i n  column, and when w e  re -
ceived s n i p e r  f i r e  j u s t  went t o  t h e  s i d e s .  

On Lhe t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Who was r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f i r e ?  Was it your p o i n t  team? 

A, I t h i n k  it was the  p o i n t  team t h a t  opened up, too.  

Q .  W e l l ,  i f  you were al l .  on t h e  s i d e  of the  t r a i l ,  
you couldn' t very we l l  f i r e  unless  you f i r e d  o u t  t o  each s i d e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I thinlc it was the f r o n t  guys because 
it was coming f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  t he  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q Okay, what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  
. . 

A. I remember gunships coming i n .  

Q .  This i s  the  same v i l l a g e  you went through the  
f i r s t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h ink  it is.  

Did you search t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ?  

I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember, sir.  
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Q - You don ' t  remember going i n  the re?  

A. I remember going i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q You don' t remember how many hootches were i n  the re?  

A. 'No, sir, bu t  I know the re  was some hootches. 

Q. Did you see any bunkers? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was the  same v i l l a g e .  I f  I 
remember, it w a s  t he  same v i l l a g e  and w e  saw bunkers. 

Q When you went i n  t he r e ,  d id  you see  any bunkers 
t h a t  f i r s t  day?' 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. The f i r s t  day? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. I th ink t h e r e  w e r e  some l a d i e s ,  some ch i ld ren ,  o r  
something. 

Q . Where were they? 

A. Around the  v i l l a g e .  

Q . How many do you th ink?  

A. I d o n ' t  know,, sir. 

This is the  f i r s t  day.?Q. 

A. Y e s ,  I th ink  when we go t  t h e r e  we saw some. 

Q 0 How do you th ink  they w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. You mean the  c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q 0 Y e s .  

A. I don' t remember any the  f i r s t  day, any k i l l i n g s  
the  f i r s t  day. 

Q • You don' t remember any k i l l i n g  the  f i r s t  day? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. 

Q. So you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  second day when y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about t h e  bodies?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. I f  I ' m  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  second day. But 
I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  

8 But you d i d  see bodies  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A ,  Y e s ,  s ir ,  

8 And you s a i d  they  were s c a t t e r e d  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Is t h a t  what you s a i d ?  

A. You mean h ive  ones? 

Q Dead ones.  

Q. You s a i d  e a r l i e r  you saw a number of  people  i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  when you went i n  t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  it, 

Q. B u t  t h i s  i s  the  second day y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  
and now t h e r e  a r e  some dead bodies  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That  w a s  when we r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  and t h e  
chopper came i n ,  t h e  gunship.  They f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and we moved i n ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember r i g h t .  

Q Then how many dead bodies  do you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I d i d n ' t  count  them. 

? I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether you ' r e  t a l k i n g
about 300 or 50 or 1 0 .  When you say "bod ie s , "  you could  be 
t a l k i n g  about  1,000. Was it 1,000? 

A. No.  

Q. Was it 1001 
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No, s i j .  

Was it 50? 

(Witness shakes head i n  the  negat ive.  ) 

Was it l o ?  

A. ' I don t remember the  amount', sir.  

Q. Do you know it wasn ' t  1,000? 

A* N o .  

Q. Do you know it was n o t  l o ?  

A. I donl. t  know, sir. 

Q What w a s  done with t h e s e  bodies? Were they bur ied  
o r  d id  you j u s t  l eave  them? 

A.: W e  d i d n ' t  bury them. 

Q They were 'women and c h i l d r e n ,  you say? 

A.  Y e s ,  they were. 

.Q They weren t i n  bunkers o r  anything? 

A .  They were i n  hootches,  I th ink .  

Q - I n s i d e  t h e  hootches , o r  bunkers? 

A, . I t h i n k  they 'were i n  the  hootches and bunkers. 

Q You t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  t h e  second day? This would be 
t h e  17th  of March, when t h e  company came over  t h e  br idge  t h a t  
day. You moved south a l l  t h e  way down t o  the  r i v e r ,  and came 
back up, and laagered  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you remember t h a t ?  D o  
you remember going a l l  t h e  way down t h e  beach? 

A. Did we go a l l  t h e  down t o  an end and theh  t u r n  
back? 
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Q. You went about halfway back t o  t h e  br idge  and 
went i n t o  a defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Y e s .  Tha t ' s  when the  chopper picked me up, I th ink .  

Q No. That was t h e  next  n i g h t  on which t h e  chopper 
picked you up. 

- A .  . I . , t hough t  we went t h e r e  and tu rned  around, and I 
thought t h a t  was t h e  n igh t  t h e  chopper picked me up. 

Q. That ' s  n o t  the  n i g h t  MILUS was k i l l e d .  

. A. I remember the  -n igh t  MILUS was k i l l e d .  That ' s  
when I go t  picked up, 

Q. That w a s  t he  next  n i g h t .  This n i g h t  you s tayed 
on t h e  beach t h e r e ,  south of t h a t  bridge--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  W e  went a l l  t h e  way down t o  the  end 
o f .  t h e  beach. 

Q - You came halfway back and s t ayed  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  

A. Pad t he  next morning w e  moved up. 

Q. The next  morning you moved up t o  t h e  b ig  v i l l a g e  
where a l l  those people were. Let me ask you, When you were 
going down, when you l e f t  t h e  br idge  and went south  t h a t  day, 
were t h e r e  any v i l l a g e s  burned? 

A.  There were some hootches burned. 

Q A l l  the  way down? 

A. I d o n ' t  know if it w a s  a l l  t h e  way down, b u t  they 
were going down. 

Q You laagered  t h a t  n i g h t .  On t h e  way down south 
you were on t h e  r i v e r s i d e  of the  peninsula .  The 2d Platoon 

- was on t h e  seas ide .  D o  you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  on 
a boat  t h a t  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  i n  the  r i v e r  when you went down, 
whether a sampan w a s  brought under f i r e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember, sir .  

Q Okay. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e
about t h a t  day moving south .  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Okay. Then you went t o  t h e  n igh t  defens ive  posi-
t i o n ,  s tayed t h a t  n i g h t .  On t h e  18th  of March, t h a t  morning, 
you went back up t o  t h e  b r idge  and went on beyond t h e  br idge ,  
back up t o  a b i g  a r e a  up t h e r e  where were s e v e r a l  b i g  v i l l a g e s ,  
and rounded up a whole bunch of people.  They brought i n  a 
MEDCAP t h a t  day, and the medics must have t r e a t e d  about 300 
o r  400 people,  mostly ch i ld ren .  The 1st Platoon was out  sweep-
ing  t h e  a r e a ,  sending t h e  people back i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  That 
evening you went i n t o  another  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  and, 
I guess,  t h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  MILUS was k i l l e d .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  That day I remember the  chopper p icking  
me up. I th ink  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  I th ink  he brought 
i n  supp l i e s .  

Q • Did you s t a y  around t h e  CP t h a t  day because you 
were l eav ing ,  o r  w e r e  you ou t  with t h e  platoon whi le  they were 
searching? 

A. I remember I was on t h e  beach wi th  one of my 
f r i e n d s ,  I guess ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  chopper t o  come i n .  I th ink  
they were b r i n g i n g  i n  supp l i e s .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  chopper came i n t o  t h e  command pos t ,  t h e  
company command p o s t .  Do you know whether you were wi th  t h e  
command pos t?  

A.  No, sir .  

Q Did you s e e  a l o t  of people being t r e a t e d  by medics? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. Where d i d  you go? Did you go back t o  D o t t i e  o r  
Uptight? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember which one it was. Was Dot t i e  t h e  
one wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on i t ?  
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Q . W e l l ,  bo th  of them had a r t i l l e r y .  Uptight  had 105 's .  
Dot t i e  had 155 ' s  and 175's .  

A. They both were h i l l s ,  r i g h t ?  

Q- Yes. they were both on h i l l s .  Uptight  was on a 
h i l l ,  you could s e e  t h e  s e a  from Uptight .  

A. You can s e e  t h e  beach? 

Q - I d o n q t  know whether you could from Dot t i e  o r  not .  
I t  doesn ' t  make a l o t  of d i f f e rence .  The only th ings  I want 
you t o  t r y  t o  p i n  down concern two p o i n t s .  I want you t o  
th ink  back and s e e  i f  you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened on t h e  
f i r s t  day when you crossed  t h a t  br idge?  Now, I t o l d  you a l o t  
of what happened. I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  By t e l l i n g  you these  th ings  
about 38  VC repor ted  K I A  t h a t  day o r  30 r epor ted  t h a t  morning 
be fo re  noon, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  back t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  was some a c t i o n  over t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  b i g  k i l l  
f o r  a 2-hour per iod  f o r  one platoon,  and t h a t  was i n  a v i l l a g e  
j u s t  below t h e  b r idge .  We were a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
two handgrenades thrown a t  t h e  p o i n t  b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r s  c rossed  
t h a t  b r idge  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  

A. 1 remember one, 

Q. One what? 

A .. One gxena.de, t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f ,  

Q. Where was t h a t .  

A .  A s  we were walking down toward t h e  b r idge  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  looked empcy. 

Q - Was t h i s  thrown a t  t h e  p o i n t ,  o r  was t h i s  thrown 
somehwere where you were? 

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  f r o n t  of me. 

Q. What d i d  you do, h e a r  about i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I heard about it. 

Q Did you s e e  i t ?  
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A. I d l d n l t  s e e  it, s i r ,  b u t  I heard about it. ' 

Q Okay. This has been repor ted  too .  What e l s e  do 
you r e c a l l .  That  puts  you back on t h a t  day. Was t h e r e  any 
f i r i n g  as  you g o t  down t o  t h e  br idge?  I t  would have r i g h t  up 
ahead of you. Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on? A s  a ma t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  your machinegun was up t h e r e .  MILUS was r i g h t  up t h e r e  
behind t h e  p o i n t  team. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  t o  t e l l  you the  t r u t h .  

You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything on t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now,. I want t o  go back t o  these  bodies  you saw 
again.  Can you poss ib ly  r e c a l l  an es t ima te  of how many bodies 
you saw? 

A. No, s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  remember how much. 

Q. And i s  it c l e a r  i n  your mind t h a t  these  bodies  you 
s a w  were on t h e  second day and n o t  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  second day. 

9. D i d  t h e s e  bodies  appear t o  have been deaa f o r  any
long pe r iod  of t i m e  o r  what you might c a l l  r e c e n t l y ?  

A. Nop I d o n g t  t h i n k  they 'd  been dead f o r  a long t i m e .  

Q Over a 24-hour per iod  i n  t h a t  c l ima te ,  you can t e l l  
whether they 've  been dead o r  not .  When do you th ink  they  were 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know how t o  t e l l  from 
t h e  bodies .  

Q- How and when do you t h i n k  they were k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q • Was t h i s  group of bodies  i n  the  same v i l l a g e  t h a t  
w a s  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  b r i d g e  which you saw t h e  f i r s t  day? 
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Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  the  v i l l a g e  across  the  br idge .  

Q . Across the  br idge  and a l i t t l e  ways down. I t  is 
-a  l i t t l e  .d is tance ,  - b u t  it I s  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  you come t o  over  
there, a bunch of hootches. The same place--

A,'  [ In te rpos ing)  That 's the  same v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you by any chance see  t h e  Huntley-Brinkley 
r e p o r t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  t he  news r e p o r t ?  . . 

. . 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you know ' tha t  the  p ress  r e l e a s e d  iniormation 
this morning t o  i n d i c a t e d  a l o t  of people were k i l l e d  i n . t h i s  
area? 

A. No, sir. 

T ---Iu, i i a Z z ' L  lieaxd L\is a t  a l l ?  

N o f  sir. 

Q. D o  you k n ~ wt h a t  charges have been brought a g a i n s t  
Captain WILLINGHAP?? 

A. . NO, sir. 

Q. I f  y o u n r e  holding anything back, I would advise 
you n o t  t o  do t h i s ,  because it is very se.rious i f  we do not  
have a l l  t h e  information t h a t  we can g e t  our  hands on? 

A. I know, sir.  

Q So i f  you ' re  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  somebody, I ' d  ad-
. .- .-vise you a g a i n s t  i t ?  

I'm n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  nobody, s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  what do you t h i n k  about  t h i s  body count? 
The f i r s t  day you went through t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  you s a w  t h i s  v i l -
lage .  You d i d n ' t  see  anybody around. YOU s a i d ,  you t o l d  me--
I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  you saw some l i v e  people around t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  time? 
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A. There were I th ink .  

Q • Did you sea rch  any of t h e  hootches? 

A. No, sir.  The o t h e r  guys d id .  I th ink  I was by 
t h e  fence looking ou t .  Did they s t i l l  have t h a t  C Company down 
t h e r e ?  

Q . What? 

A. Did they s t i l l  have t h a t  company down t h e r e ,  C 
Company? 

Q No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  What about body count? Do 
you know how body counts a r e  made? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  r e p o r t  any bodies? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqui ry  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - D i d  you eve r  h e a r  an o rde r  during t h i s  opera t ion  
t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. I think it was when w e  were going down. I t h i n k  
t h e r e  w a s  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burning from Captain MICHLES. 

Q. This  i s  t h e  second day when you were going down 
t o  t h e  t i p ?  

A.  To t h e  t i p .  

Q. Were you o r  anyone you know quest ioned on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you have a camera? 
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A. N o ,  sir. 
....-

Q - Did you ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been unnecessari ly k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on t h i s  
operat ion? 

A. NO, sir. 


Q- Was t h e r e  any problem of marijuana i n  B Company? 


A. No, sir, no t  t h a t  I know of .  

Q - D o  you have any knowledge of U.S.  soldiers o r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  p r i soners  of war? 

A. NO, sir. 


Q- You d i d n ' t  see anything l i k e  t h a t ?  


A. No, sir. . 
Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  s tatements  o r  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t o  o f f e r ?  

A. No, sir. - - -

0 - I reques t  t h a t  you no t  d iscuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on  with o the r s ,  including o the r  wi tnesses ,  
except  as  you may be required  s o  t o  do before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  or l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
-

COL WILSON: The hear ing w i l l  be  recessed.  

(The hear ing recessed a t  1000 hours ,  19 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FERNANDEZ, Mario 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  1st P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3, 
L i eu t enan t  W I L L I N G H A M ' S  RTO. 

1. PRIOR T M I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  FERNANDEZ s p e n t  n ine  and one h a l f  nonths  wi th  
B/4/3 i n  Hawaii (pg.  2 ) .  He remembered be ing  i n s t r u c t e d  
on t h e  p rope r  handl ing  o f .PW1s  and t h e  Geneva Conventions. 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  c i a s s e s  on l e g a l i t y  s f  o r d e r s  (pg.  3 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l i  be ing  given t h e  MACV Card, "Nine Rules" ,  
b u t  E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  "Enemy i n  Your Hands," was i s s u e d  on s h i p  
whi le  en ,  r o u t e  t o  Vietnam (pg.  4) 

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM, b r i e f e d  t h e  
squad l e a d e r s  who i n t u r n  b r i e f e d  t h e  men (pg.  7 ) .  Th is  was 
t h e i r  f i r s t  and on ly  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  (pgs .  9 , l l ) .  
FERNANDEZ d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  k i l l  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and d e s t r o y  t h e  a o d s t u f f s  (pgs .  9 ,  1 2 ) .  During 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  l i v e s t o c k  were n o t  k i l l e d  (pg.  1 2 )  . They 
were t o l d  a l l  o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  a r e a  were VC o r  VC 
sympath izers ,  who had been warned t o  l e a v e  (pg.  13) . He 
w a s  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e  o r d e r  was t o  k i l l  t h e  peop le ,  b u t  t h e  men 
probably concluded they  were t o  k i l l  anybody they  found 
( P ~ S  12 ,  13)  . 
3 .  B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS 16 - 1 9  MARCH 1968. 

a.  A s s a u l t  on 16 March. 

The f i r s t  p l a toon  moved from t h e  LZ t o  a b r i d g e  on 
t h e  approaches t o  a smal l  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  4 5 He b e l i e v e d  
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t h a t  S t a f f  Se rgean t  LIAS was i n  charge of  t h e i r  l e a d  
element which c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  f i r s t  (pg.  1 4 )  . Machine-
guns w e r e  p l aced  i n  f r o n t  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  and 
WILLINGHAM w e r e  about  50  meters  behind t h e  l e a d  squad 
which began f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  There 
were about  10 hootches  about  200 meters  from t h e  b r i d g e ,  
s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  (pgs .  16 ,  2 4 )  . Nobody was i n i t i a l l y  
seen (pg.  1 4 ) .  Then people  began running o u t  of t h e  hootches  
and were h i t .  I n  a l l ,  he  saw about  15-20 dead,  a l l  women 
and c h i l d r e n  (pgs. 20, 2 1 ,  38) . WILLINGHAM e i t h e r  o rde red  
t h e  f i r i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  s topped  (pgs .  18 ,  27, 31, 5 6 ) ,  b u t  
p o s s i b l y  a f t e r  t h e  bunkers w e r e  blown which were occupied 
by people  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  saw no one s h o t  running 
o u t  of  a bunker (pg. 1 9 ) .  WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  i n  f o r  more 
dynamite which was flown i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  1 9 ) .  The 
chopper landed r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 0 ) .  
FERNANDEZ remembered r a d i o i n g  i n  a body count  o f  15 o r  20. 
He could n o t  remember how t h e  r e p o r t  o f  12 was g iven  t o  
him. Eighteen more bodies  were d i scove red  a t  a l a t e r  t i m e  
and c a l l e d  i n  (pg.  2 6 ) .  WILLINGHAM d i d  n o t  make t h e  body 
count .  The bodies  w e r e  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  bunkers (pgs .20, 
29, 38) . Normally, t h e  body count  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  
WILLINGHAM by t h e  squad l e a d e r s  (pgs .  28,  2 9 ) .  There were 
a group o f  Vietnamese t h a t  r a n  toward t h e  beach t h a t  w e r e  
taken under f i r e .  H e  never  s a w  t h e i r  bod ie s  (pg. 3 4 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WILLINGHAM e v e r  f i r i n g  o r  s a y i n g  
anyth ing  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been 
k i l l e d  (pg. 2 2 ) .  FERNANDEZ and WILLINGHAM only  went through 
t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  23,  34) . I t  w a s  a t  t h a t  
t ime t h a t  FERNANDEZ saw t h e  bod ie s  (pg. 34) . MILUS, TAYLOR, 
TITTLE, HOOTON, and a l s o  p o s s i b l y  LIAS w e r e  shoo t ing  
(pgs.  27, 30) . H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  LIAS gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  
f i r e  as w e l l  as p o s i t i o n i n g  t h e  machinegun (pg. 2 7 ) .  TAYLOR, 
TITTLE, and HOOTON were throwing e x p l o s i v e s  i n t o  t h e  bunkers 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  FERNANDEZ exp la ined  t h i s  a c t i o n  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  and d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  (pg.  25 )  . The 
f i r i n g  l a s t e d  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  minutes b e f o r e  WILLIT$GHAM 
ordered  it s topped  (pg. 33) . H e  l a t e r  hea rd  HOOTON say  
he s h o t  a baby,  b u t  he thought  it was a l r e a d y  dead (pgs .  2 8 ,  
35) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e y  r ece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  
p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 37) . A couple  of  enemy 
grenades may have been thrown a s  t hey  approached (pg. 3 9 ) .  
The approaches t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  may have been prepped w i t h  
mor ta r  f i r e  b e f o r e  t hey  e n t e r e d  (pg. 37) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
WILLINGHAM w a s  t o  t h e  r e a r  when t h e  bunkers were blown up 
(pg.  3 7 ) .  The v i l l a g e  was burned (pgs .  52,  5 3 ) .  H e  could 
n o t  remember a r a d i o  message a sk ing  WILLINGHAM i f  women and 
c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  (pgs .  38, 39) . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
an enemy uniform and s t e e l  helmet  were found s o u t h  o f  t h e  
b r i d g e  ( p ~ s. 40, 4 1 )  . WILLINGHAM had c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  on 
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16 March. H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  WILLINGHAM saw what went on 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 4 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  WILLINGHAM 
walked through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 65) . 

b. Detainees  d e l i v e r e d  bv a N a w  s w i f t  b o a t .  

A Navy s w i f t  b o a t  subsequent ly  brought  i n  1 0  
d e t a i n e e s  on 1 6  March. An American and two Vietnamese 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  them (pgs .  42, 43) . H e  t h i n k s  
t hey  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  t hey  were i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg.  4 4 ) .  

c. B/4/3 a c t i o n s  on 1 7 ,  1 8 ,  and 1 9  March. 

On 1%March TAYLOR was i n j u r e d  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  by 
a mine. They r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  soon 
a f t e r  t h e  explos ion  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15 ,  4 7 ) .  Gunships were t hen  
c a l l e d  i n  by e i t h e r  t h e  w i t n e s s  o r  WILLINGHAM (pg.  4 8 ) .  
TAYLOR w a s  evacua ted  a f t e r  t h e  gunships  s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 4 8 ) .  A f t e r  TAYLOR w a s  wounded he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
o t h e r  mines be ing  de tona ted  (pg.  5 1 ) .  A s  t hey  moved s o u t h ,  
FERNANDEZ claimed t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  burn any more v i l l a g e s  
(pgs.  5 2 ,  5 3 , 5 5 ) .  He d i d  s e e  smoke t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  
(pg.  5 3 ) .  There w a s  no f i r i n g  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  bunkers 
t h a t  day ( p y s .  53 ,  5 6 )  . Xe believed the  o ~ e r t i t i o nhad 
been changed from sea rch  and d e s t r o y  (pg.  5 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  presence  of  photographers ,  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  o r  
s t r a n g e r s  on 1 7  March. On t h e  evening o f  18 March, they 
w e r e  mortared (pg. 59) . MILUS was k i l l e d  (pg.  57) . The 
nex t  morning they  took two p r i s o n e r s .  The i n t e r p r e t e r s  
roughed them up s l i g h t l y  (pgs . 5 9 ,  60) , b u t  t h e y  were n o t  
k i l l e d  (pgs .  6 0 ,  6 1 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES OR REPORTS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

FERNANDEZ had no knowledge o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  e v e r  be ing  
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He w a s  never  ques t ioned  about  it o r  
t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it. He never  hea rd  o f  any 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by C/1/20 o r  B/4/3 (pg .62) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  A number o f  s o l d i e r s  used mar i juana ,  b u t  n o t  on 
o p e r a t i o n s  (pg.  63) . 

. HALL and R E I D  complained about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
p l a toon  had k i l l e d  women and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  n o t  t o  WILLINGHAM 
(pg.  2 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION PAGES-- NOTES 

iwi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e d  
Miscel laneous Scene cognize .  4 3. 

Witness recognized 
Miscel laneous Scene - i n d i v i d u a l s  on t h e  

beach on 16 M a r  6 8 .  
4 3

I I 

l w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  re4  

Photo of  My La i  o p e r a t i d  cognize .  4 4  

Color p r i n t s  of  . ' D i d  n o t  recognize  

CONGLETON1s s l i d e s .  as PW's t aken  by 


B/4/3. ' 

5 4  
Color p r i n t s  of  

CONGLETON~S s l i d e s .  Or ien ted  w i t n e s s .  . 5 2  

Color p r i n t s  of  

CONGEETON1s  s l i d e s .  Or ien ted  w i t n e s s .  52 

Color ~ r i n t s  of  Recognized as a 

CONGLETONs s l i d e s  . I s u s p e c t  p icked up 1 . 


1 on mornlng of  1 
1 19 Mar 68- 1 6 0 , 6 1  

A e r i a l  photo of  Son My Entered  l n t o  
C o s t a l  Complex. evidence.  2 3 
Annotated A e r i a l  photo 
of  Son My Coas t a l  com- 1 - W i t  and -
plex:  W1LLlJYG-HAMenterea 

v i l l a g e  he re .  6 6  

2-Elements t h a t  
commenced firifig- 
on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

3-Stopped t o  r e s t  

des t royed  and 
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

P - 2 1 8  
( c o n t )  

. . 

., 

b 


E X H I B I T S  

DESCRIPTION 
A n n o t a t e d  a e r i a l  photo 
of Son Mv Coastal 
C o m p l e x .  

' 

a.'; 

4 

' 

NOTES PAGES 

4-Six  o r  seven -

bodies found here 
ou t s ide  of a 
bunker .  

% 

6 6  

5-TAYLOR w a s  
w o u n d e d  here. 

6 6  

6 - S n i p e r  f i r e  re-
ceived; a f te r  
TAYLOR'S i n j u r y .  6 6  

I 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0933 hours ,  3  Febru- 
ary 1970.) 

LTC NOLL: This  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  ETC NOLL and 

MAJ THOMAS. 


The f i r s t  w i tness  i s  M r .  Mario FERNANDEZ. 

(MR FERNANDEZ was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence .  

A. My name i s  Mario FERNANDEZ. I work a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  
a s  a baggage hand le r ,  and I l i v e  on 152 Southwest Second S t r e e t ,  
M i a m i ,  F l o r i d a .  

LTC N,OLL: M r ,  FERNANDEZ, have you had a chance t o  read  
t h e  set  of i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  the in format ion  s h e e t  t h a t  we've 
g iven  you? 

A,  	 Y e s ,  I did, 

Q-	 Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. 	 N o ,  s ir .  

Q. 	 A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  recess b r i e f l y .  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t ,  remember a l l  it says  h e r e ,  you 
know? Some of t h e  t h i n g s  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - 	 Y e s .  

A. 	 I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard.  

LTC NOLL: 	 Okay. We ' l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  0934 hours ,  3  February 
1970.) 


(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0935 hours ,  3 February 
1970.) 
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LTC NOLL: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: . A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
are now p r e s e n t .  

LTC NOLL: M r .  FERNANDEZ, what w a s  your assignment i n  t h e  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I was t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q. ' Who w a s  your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. F i r s t  it w a s  L ieu tenan t  SPRAGGINS. When he got 
wounded w e  g o t  WILLINGHAM. 

Q. I see. Now, t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  t h a t  w e ' r e  con-
cerned wi th  i s  i n  March. T o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
w e '  r e  concerned w i t h ,  you p robab ly  remember L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
was wounded on an ope ra t ion .  

A. Yeah. H e  got  k i l l e d .  

Q. H e  w a s  k i l l e d .  And TAYLOR l o s t  a f o o t  t h e r e  
a t  a conc re t e  b r i d g e .  Th i s  is t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  that 
we're i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Were you on t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A.  Yes, sir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back. When w e r e  you a s s igned  t o  
the 4/3? 

A. A f t e r  I came t o  H a w a i i .  I c a n ' t  reneinber t h e  exact 
d a t e .  

Q. Okay. 

A .  A f t e r  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  

Q- 1 see. How many months d i d  you spend i n  Hawaii? 

A.  About n i n e  and a h a l f  months. 

Q. Was a l l  of  t h i s  t ime w i t h  t h e  4/3? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Were you given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii 
regarding t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  going t o  t h e  f i e l d  and having any 
e x e r c i s e s  on t h e  process ing  of PW's? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  Yes, I remember t h a t .  

8 .  Did you know who gave t h a t ?  SPRAGGINS? 

A. I th ink  everybody was involved i n  t h a t  t r a i n i n g .  

Q- The whole company? 

A. Yes, 

Q- Ib you r e c a l l  an'y i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  Geneva Con- 
vent ions?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Who presented  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  do you know? 

A. 1 caw t remember. 

Q. DQ you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e fe rence  l e g a l i t y  
of o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  understand t h a t  ques t ion ,  sir. 

Q. Did anyone eve r  exp la in  t o  you what procedure 
you would fol low i f  you were given an o rde r  which you d i d n ' t  
f e e l  was a l e g a l  order?  

A. Like shoot ing  t h e  people? 

Q- Did anyone eve r  p r e s e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  on what your 
course of a c t i o n  would be i f  you rece ived  an o rde r  which you 
f e l t  w a s  an i l l e g a l  order?  

A. Given by who? By anybody? 
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Q. Somebody i n  your cha in  of command? Your company 
commander. . 

A. Go t o  a h i g h e r  rank than  him. You know, and t a l k  
to  him. 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  d i d  you g e t  any i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. Oh. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q - Upon a r r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam, o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  be-
f o r e  you a r r i v e d ,  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  having a ca rd ,  "Nine 
IZules ,I' p u t  o u t  by MACV? 

(LTC NOLL handed wi tness  E x h i b i t  M-2.) 

A. One of  t h e s e  ca rds?  

Q. Y e s .  I t ' s  a f a c s i m i l e . '  T h a t ' s  t h e  back. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  


Q - Okay. What about t h i s  ca rd ,  "The Enemy i n  Your 

Hands "? 

(LTC NOLL handed t h e  wi tness  E x h i b i t  M-3.) 

A. Th i s  one, yes .  

Q. You recall t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h i s  one, yes .  

Q. Where d i d  you g e t  t h i s  ca rd ,  do you know? 

A. I t h i n k  aboard t h e  s h i p  be fo re  w e  came down. 

Q - .  What about  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? Did you 
g e t  any t r a i n i n g  on handl ing  of PW's? 

A. I t h i n k  so.  They w e r e  t each ing  t h a t  down t h e r e  
when w e  landed. 
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Q- How d i d  your company p rocess  PW's once you g o t  
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. When w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. On a.mission? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  took them, and w e  searched  t h e m . f o r  anything,  
and then  we'd send them r i g h t  o u t .  

Q. You s e n t  them r i g h t  ou t .  Somebody came i n  and 
picked them up? 

A, Yes .. 
Q. W e ? U  have a l i t t l e  recess now. 

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  0940  hours ,  3 February 
1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  0955 hour s ,  
3 February 19 70. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WALSH, 
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: M r .  FERNANDEZ, as you r ead  i n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
s h e e t  which w e  pas sed  o u t  t o  you, t h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  team 
of General  PEERS' i n q u i r y .  You may expec t  o t h e r  members o f  
t h e  board t o  walk i n  he re .  T h i s  could  happen, o r  General  
PEERS may want t o  i n t e r v i e w  you. I f  t h i s  happens,  I w i l l  
i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  on t h e  board.  T h i s  par -  
t i c u l a r  team c o n s i s t s  of myse l f ,  Colonel  NOLL, and M r .  
WALSH, who is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  appoin ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Army t o  assist General  PEERS. The t h r e e  of  us have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you, b u t  we  have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  
make t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations a s  f a r  a s  Genera l  
PEERS' r e p o r t  i s  concerned.  So I wanted t o  be s u r e  you un- 
de r s tood  t h a t .  Now you 've  gone ove r  a few q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n -  
i n g  and s o  f o r t h .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q.  -9-rld t h e  n e x t  series sf q c e s t i o n s  xe l d  l i k e  t o  ask  
concerns  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of  March. Is t h i s  o p e r a t i p n  c l e a r l y  f i x e d  i n  your  mind, as 
t o  .which one w e  're t a l k i n g  about?  

A. NQ, sir. 

Q - W e l l ,  we've found i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way 
t o  f i x  t h a t  i s  based  on c a s u a l t i e s .  We know t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  
COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  t h e  day o f  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a =  And Se rgean t  TAYLOR w a s  wounded a t  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  
fo l lowing  day. 

A. That  w a s  l a te r .  
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9- And MILUS was k i l l e d  t h e  day a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A, Right.  

,Q So t h i s  should f i x  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  i n  your mind 
a s  t~which o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about.  Does i t ?  

A. The one where TAYLOR -- r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  l e f t  t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

-Q Right a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  f i r e  base and you went 
i n t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  That was t h e  morning t h a t  we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about.  So t h a t ' s  t h e  3 o r  $-day p e r i o d  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about. Now wi th  t h a t ,  what w e  want t o  t r y  t o  do i s  t o  f i x  
i n  your mind t h a t  p e r i o d  and t o  go back t o  15 March, and f i n d  
o u t  as much a s  you can remember about who b r i e f e d  and what 
they s a i d .  And when I say  b r i e f i n g ,  I may be us ing  a formal 
term t h a t ' s  no th ing  more than  a meeting t o  t e l l  you what 
equipment t o  t ake .  

A. Right ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q e  Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. WILLINGHAM. The equipment we u s u a l l y  t a k e ,  C-
r a t i o n s ,  and a l l  t h e  anmo w e  can c a r r y ,  you know, f o r  t h e  
machineguns. That 's about a l l  w e  t a k e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  How long d i d  they  say  you were going 
t o  be o u t  t h e r e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q- Did t h i s  b r i e f i n g  i n c l u d e  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ?  

A, W e l l ,  s e e ,  he b r i e f e d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and then  
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  b r i e f e d  t h e  squads,  you know, t o  t e l l  them 
what t o  t ake .  

Q. But a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  t o l d  what t o  t a k e ,  
what t o  do, w e r e  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  t h e r e ?  
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A. I t h i n k  s o ,  because you see I l i v e  i n  t h e  same, 
how do you ca l l ,  bunker wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and t h e  medic 
and t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. These a r e  u s u a l l y  t h e  ones t h a t  he  b r i e f e d .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Now do you remember what he  t o l d  t h e s e  squad 
l e a d e r s  as t o  what t h e  p la toon  was supposed t o  do,  what t h e i r  
squad was supposed t o  do? Any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember what squad, you know. H e  always 
p u t  one squad i n , t h e  p o i n t  l ead ing ;  one squad, and then  
some o t h e r  squad i n  the middle l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  wi th  
hands) . 
Q. Do you remember t h a t  sequence? Do you remember 
t h a t  o rde r?  

A. I know TAYLOR was t h e  f i r s t  one. He w a s  t h e  p o i n t  
man. T h a t ' s  when he was h i t .  

Q. Wasn' t TAYLOR i n  t h e  p o i n t  group? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t  was TAYLOR, TITTLE, and HOOTON. 
That was t h e  t h r e e  guys t h a t  would t a k e  t h e  p o i n t .  1 t h i n k  
t h e  f i r s t  squad, t h a t ' s  the f i r s t  squad. 

Q - What about t h e  second? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  
squad. I used t o  be i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad. 

Q- T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  you became RTO? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - By t h e  way, how long were you an RTO? 

A. Since  I g o t  ass igned  t o  B / 4 / 3  i n  Hawaii a f t e r  
my--what you c a l l  t h e  second t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

a - Advanced I n d i v i d u a l  Tra in ing?  
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A. Advanced t r a i n i n g .  I took  t h a t  i n  Hawaii, and 
t h e n  I w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  B Company. And t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  
g o t  k i l l e d ,  WILLIAMS, he was t h e  one t h a t  gave me t h e  radio ,  

a - How many PRC-25's were i n  your  p l a toon?  

A .  Two. , 

Q. Two. Where d i d  t h e  o t h e r  one go? 

A. H e  was r i g h t  t h e r e .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  1st  P la toon .  

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  whom d i d  h e  s t a y  wi th?  

A. When I l e f t - - I  g o t  wounded w i t h  him a t  t h e  same 
t i m e ,  s o  we bo th  w e r e  evacua ted  t o  a h o s p i t a l .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
know. 

Q. No, my q u e s t i o n  i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two PRC-25's--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, I know what you mean. 

Q - One s t a y e d  with the platoon Leader. Where does 
t h e  o t h e r  one s t a y ?  

A.  I n  t h e  back,  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  

Q- Now, you c a r r i e d  t h e  radio--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  For  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. For  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  Now, who c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  
f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  se rgean t?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  was a t a l l  guy, you 
know, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. Maybe h i s  name w i l l  come back t o  you. I f  it does ,  
we'd l i k e  t o  g e t  i t ,  o r  maybe y o u ' l l  run i n t o  it on t h e  ros -
ter .  L a t e r  on,  you d o n ' t  have t o  do it now. 

Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  about  
bu rn ing  houses  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion.  
T h a t ' s  what t hey  c a l l e d  it, s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  

.. 
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Q. When t h i s  term search  and des t roy  was used, what 
e l s e  was s t a t e d ?  Did they  say anything s p e c i f i c  about how 
t h i s  was going t o  be done? Whether t h e  f i r s t  squad was going 
t o  lead  o f f  i n  t h e  p o i n t  and t h e  t h i r d  squad was going t o  burn 
t h e  hootches,  o r  how were t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given a s  t o  how 
t h i s  des t roying  was going t o  t a k e  p lace?  . 

A. I don' t know, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember. But I know 
they  were burning everything.  And.blowing t h e  bunkers where 
they hide.  They were 'blowing them -- dynamite. 

Q- And t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  When 
they s a i d  search  and des t roy ,  t h i s  t o  everybody meant t h a t  
t h i s  procedure would be followed. There was nothing spec i -  
f i c  about it. They d i d n ' t  . t e l l  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  anything . . 
about how --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  How t o  opera te?  No. I c a n ' t  
remember t h a t ,  sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

Q - Well, what about i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  foodstocks? 
Was t h e r e  any --
A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  For us? 

Q. No, f o r  foodstocks t h a t  you may f i n d  o u t  t h e r e .  
Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on what was t o  be 
done with i t ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  o t h e r  t imes we used 
t o  go on opera t ions ,  you know. Every t ime we found food, w e  
picked it up and they  t a k e  it away. 

T h a t ' s  normal procedure? 

A. Right. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  pu t  o u t  on it 
a t  t h i s  time? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o p  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  found no food. 

&. I ' m  j u s t  wondering what you were t o l d  i n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  

A. Yeah, I know. 

Q - How many sea rch ' and  des t roy  missions had your 
platoon been on b e f o r e t h i s ?  

A.  One. 

Q. This  was it ,  o r  one? 

A. Only when I was t h e r e .  

Q. This  one was t h e  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Search and des t roy ,  t h a t  's t h e  one, 
t h e  only one. 

Q +  This  is t h e  only one? 

A, Right,  sir. 

Q. Now, i n  view of t h a t ,  it j u s t  seems t o  me t h a t  
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o r  somebody .would have reviewed what 
was t o  be done on t h i s  type mission. Since you h a d n ' t  done 
t h i s  be fo re ,  it looks l i k e  he would have s a i d ,  o r  somebody 
would have s a i d ,  "Well, t h i s  i s  a search  and des t roy  mission, 
and you r e c a l l  t h a t  on a search  and des t roy  mission we do 
one, two, t h r e e ,  four ."  

A. Yeah, w e  burn everyth ing  -- I mean k i l l  and a l l  
t h a t .  

9. Well was t h i s  s t a t e d  though? I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
out  i f  t h i s  w a s  mentioned. 

A. When I heard him t a l k i n g ,  he d i d n ' t  say t h a t  t o  
m e .  

Q - Who was t a l k i n g ?  
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A. W e l l ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s  and a l l  t h a t  i n  ou r  p l a toon  -- t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  

Q. Y e s .  You heard  t h i s .  The squad l e a d e r s .  W e l l ,  
what d i d  he say  about  l i v e s t o c k ?  Animals? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he s a i d  anything.  

Q. He d i d n ' t  say anyth ing  about t h e  foods tocks?  H e  
d i d n ' t  say  anything? 

A. We d i d n ' t  c a r e  about  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q.  You never  took--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. W e  never  took any-- 


Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Even on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  you' d i d n ' t ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir,  no. 

Q. Nothing was s a i d  about  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you g e t  concerning t h e  
d i s p o s t i o n  o r  t h e  handl ing  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  a r e a ,  
t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

Q. What w e r e  you t o l d  t o  do wi th  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e ?  . 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  but I t h i n k  they  s a i d  t o  k i l l  them, 
you know? And t h a t "  what t hey  d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about 
it. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember whether t hey  w e r e  t o l d  t o  
do t h i s  o r  n o t ?  

A. No, sir.  
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8.  You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

a Whether they were t o l d  t o  do t h i s ?  A l l  r i g h t .  
L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion  and w e ' r e  going t o  
concern ourse lves  pr imar i ly  wi th  what happened i n  +&e 1st 
Platoon because you went o f f  -- j u s t  a minute. 

MR WALSH: May I ask a  ques t ion  about t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Were 
you t o l d  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  people i n  t h e  a r e a  were VC o r  VC 
sympathizers ? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c  about t h a t ?  Did 
they say ~iiyf3:ii1y., Eor exanpie,  about t h e  peopie having been 
warned t o  l eave  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  anybody l e f t  t h e r e  would be 
a VC o r  a VC sympathizer? 

A. Yes, sir, I remember tihat. 

iZ 3ne nore ques t ion .  Did you t i l ink  t h a t  some of 
t h e  men, as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  briefing, might have concluded 
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  were only VC o r  VC sympathizers t h e r e ,  t h a t  
they were supposed t o  k i l l  anybody t h a t  they found t h e r e ?  

A. I th ink  so .  

COL WILSON:  We're going t o  g ive  you a l i t t l e  rundown on 
what happened with t he  map (Exhibi t  MAP-1) .  M r .  FERNANDEZ, 
f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  
us without  any ques t ions  what happened when you landed on 
1 6  March. 

A. Well, we landed and. everybody went i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
d i r e c t i o n ,  each platoon.  We came through hootches,  you know, 
they  were b u i l d i n g s ,  b r i ck  b u i l d i n g s ,  and they  throw some, a 
couple of grenades,  you know, then we kep t  walking, I th ink  
t o  t h e  b r idge .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  TAYLOR g o t  h i t  before  we 
went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you know, o r  a f t e r .  Tha t ' s  what I 
can 't remember . 
MR WALSH: TAYLOR go t  h i t  on t h e  fol lowing day. 
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A. The fol lowing day. Because when he  g o t  h i t ,  you 
know, w e  r ece ived  f i r e ,  you know? 

COL WILSON: Well, l e t 's go back t o  t h e  f i r s t  day when you 
got  o f f  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  and moved toward t h e  b r idge .  

A. Okay, then  w e  moved toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what happened. And t hen  they  s t a r t e d  
burning t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l l  t h a t .  Nobody was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
We d i d n ' t  see nobody. They were h i d i n g  i n  t h e  bunkers ,  s o  
they s t a r t e d  blowing up t h e  bunkers and k i l l i n g  t h e  people  
and a l l  t h a t ,  and burning  it. 

Q- How were they blowing t h e s e  bunkers ,  w e r e  they--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Dynamite. 

Q. W e l l ,  were they t e l l i n g  t h e  people  t o  come o u t ,  
o r  were they  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  t h e  bunkers o r  j u s t  blowing 
them? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  say  anything t o  the people.  

Q. Which element of t h e  p l a toon  was doing t h i s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  1st Platoon--
I mean the f i r s t  squad. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about it. 

Q. D o  you know who was k i l l i n g  them? Who? The 
i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know., s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember t o o  w e l l .  

MR WALSH: L e t ' s  go back t o  when you came up t o  c r o s s  t h e  
b r idge .  Do you remember having some mortar  fire l a i d  on i n  
o r d e r  t o  cover  your  approach t o  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- And you remernber t h e  mor ta r  f i r i n g  and having  
some dud rounds? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q e  And then  do you remember having Captain MICHLES 
say ,  "Forget  about t h e  mortar  and j u s t  cover t h e  c ross ing  
wi th  machineguns. " ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Then can you remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  
b r i d g e ?  

A.  . Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember where t h e  CP group w a s  a t  t h e  
t ime? Were you i n  between t h e  squads? 

A. I n  between t h e  squads.  

Q. D o  you remember which squad c rossed  t h e  b r idge  
f i r s t ?  

A. T th l i lk  it w a s  L I e  f i r s t  squad. 

Q - And who w a s  t h e  f i r s t  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Sergeant  LIAS. 

Q* Now when they c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  w e r e  t h e r e  any 
hootches a t  t h e  end of t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A.  N o ,  f a r t h e r  down. 

Q. How f a r  d i d  you have t o  go b e f o r e  you came t o  
t h e  hootches ? 

A. Maybe 2 b locks .  

Q. Maybe two what? 

A. Two b locks .  

Q Two blocks ? 
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A. Right. 

Q. Would t h a t  be maybe 100 meters o r  200 meters ,  o r  
how f a r ?  

A.  About t h a t ,  yeah, 200 meters.  

Q 200 meters .  Do you remember i f  you had t o  t u r n  
r i g h t  on a t r a i l  before  you came t o  t h e  hootches,  o r  were 
they s t r a i g h t  ahead a f t e r  you came o f f  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right.  

Q You had t o  t u r n  r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
you know. 

Q. Did t h e  t r a i l  go s t r a i g h t  f o r  a whi le  and then 
curve? 

A. No, no, w a i t .  Af te r  you come o f f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  you 
make a l e f t .  

Q- You make a l e f t ?  

A. You make a l e f t ,  r i g h t .  G o  a few meters .  

Q Then it t u r n s  back t o  t h e  r i g h t  aga in?  

A. Right. 

Q And when you g e t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  b r i d g e ,  can 
you s e e  t h e  hootches,  o r  a r e  they covered by t r e e s  and you 
have t o  go around t o  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e y ' r e  covered by t r e e s  a 
l i t t l e  b i t ,  you know. They burned t r e e s .  I remember they  
burned t r e e s .  

Q. Now, when you g o t  across  t h e  b r i d g e ,  was anybody 
f i r i n g  y e t  o r  not?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

16  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-309 



- - 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


Q- D i d  you move ou t  across  t h e  b r idge  wi th  t h e  1st 

Platoon i n  f r o n t ?  


A. 1 t h i n k  s o ,  t h e  machineguns. 

Q e  Now, was MILUS on t h e  machinegun? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  NOW, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  try t o  remember 
f o r  us j u s t  as  e x a c t l y  as  you can everyth ing  t h a t  you 
remember from t h e  time you g o t  ac ross  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and how 
everybody moved, and a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM gave, and everyth ing  t h a t  you saw. 

A. I th i zk  he put  MILUS, yen knov, t h e  zachinegun 
crew. 

Q. Yes? 

A. They opened up, - - I t h i n k ,  I d o n ' t  know what. 
Beczuse I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything. They 4?n,r%jest west ing,  ycn 
know, f i r e .  

0- Was t h i s  i n t o  t h e  hootches? 

A. Right. 

Q- This was a f t e r  you had moved a couple hundred 
yards t o  g e t  nea r  t h e  hootches? 

A .  W e  went i n  f r o n t  of t h e  hootches , you know, s o  
t h e  machinegun opened up ,  you know, up on t h e  hootches.  I 
th ink  everybody f i r e d .  Everybody i n  f r o n t  f i r e d .  

Q. Everybody who was up i n  t h e  f r o n t  group t h e r e ?  

A: Right.  

Q. And were you r i g h t  up with t h a t  f r o n t  group with 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A. Well, yeah, they were i n  f r o n t .  W e  were behind, 
you know. 
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Q. About how f a r  behind him? 

A. About 50 meters ,  no t  t o o  f a r  away. 

Q. They were about 50 meters ahead o f  you? 

A. Right . 
Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  and everybody j u s t  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  at 
t h e s e  hootches? 

A* Right. 

Q. Now, d i d  people come running o u t  of  t h e s e  hootches 
and g e t  h i t ?  

A. Some of  t h e  people,  yeah. 

Q. About how many people d i d  you s e e  g e t  k i l l e d  i n  
that--when they were f i r i n g  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. About 15 o r  20 people. 

Q About how many? 

A. F i f t e e n  o r  twenty people,  I th ink .  

Q F i f t e e n  o r  twenty? 

A. Right. Then they  blew t h e  bunkers.  

Q. W e l l  they didn '  t blow t h e  bunkers when they  were 
o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  shoot ing  i n t o  i t ,  d i d  they?  

A. No, s e e ,  they  f i n i s h e d  f i r i n g  and they  s t a r t e d  
searching.  

Q Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o rde r  them t o  s t o p  
f i r i n g ?  

A. I th ink .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. He may have, because they s t a r t e d  
searching.  

Q =  A l l  r i g h t ,  now d i d  you move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  with 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A, No, we s t ayed  ou t s ide  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  Then what happened when they moved 
i n t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A. They blew t h e  bunkers,  and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Did they shoot  anybody coming o u t  of t h e  bunkers? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  nobody came o u t  of t h e  bunkers. 
Before, somebody s t a r t e d  running, you know, t h e  women and a l l  
that s t a r t e d  running and they shoot .  And they  blow t h e  
bunkers. I remember they called for more dynamite, you know, 
I th ink  about one box, 

Q Did you @a31 the company f o r  more dynamite? 

A. N o ,  it wasn ' t  m e .  

Q Who d id  i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  d id .  

Q And d i d  you g e t  t h e  dynamite? 

A. Y e s ,  we d id .  

Q. By chopper? 

A. Right.  

Q. Right t h e r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q- About how long d i d  it t a k e  t o  come? Do you 
remember ? 
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- ... 
-.I~ ----

A .  I t h i n k  about 20 minutes ,  no more than  that-.--..-.,, -
-. 

Q- And where d i d  t h e  chopper s e t  down, r i g h t  by t h e  
-. 

end of  t h e  b r i d g e  or--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  No, r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Right i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Did anybody g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A, N o ,  sir. 

9. J u s t  a case  of  dynamite, t h a t ' s  a l l ?  

(Witness nodded h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now do you remember report ing--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The casualt..ies? 

Q. Pardon? 

A. The c a s u a l t i e s ?  

Q e  Y e s .  

A. Y e s .  

Q Body count?  

A. Right ,  Between 15 and 2 0 ,  t h a t ' s '  a l l  I s a i d .  

Q - Now d i d  you count  them y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, sir .  Somebody e l s e  counter3 them. They t e l l  
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  t hen  I c a l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How many bodies  d i d  you s e e ?  . ... 
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A. Lying a l l  over  t h e  bunkers I s e e  about--no more 
than 20, 

Q No more t h a n  20? 

A. Right .  

Q. Where were t h e  20 t h a t  you saw? 

A. Outs ide  t h e  bunkers.  

Q- Outs ide  one bunker? 

A. No, more t h a n  one bunker ,  because you s e e ,  when 
they  blow t h e  bunkers  they  cave i n ,  you know? 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  You c a n ' t  s e e  no th ing  then .  Outs ide  running ,  y e s .  
T h a t ' s  where I s e e  15  o r  20, 

Q. W e l l ,  now t h e  15  o r  20 you saw w e r e  j u s t  i n  sma l l  
groups l y i n g  around o r  were they--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  

Q. Were they  mostly women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e Were they  a l l  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  w e r e  some 
o f  them o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, i n s i d e .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  any t h a t  w e r e  up on t h e  
h i l l  o r  up on t h e  l i t t l e  rise of ground toward t h e  ocean? 

A,  I t h i n k ,  yes.  

Q m  Were t h e s e  people  who w e r e  running  o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and w e r e  up t h e r e  when they  were s h o t ?  

A .  They were t r y i n g  t o  run  down t h e  beach,  I t h i n k .  
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Q - And were they s h o t  by M I L U S ,  o r  could you s e e ?  

A. Well MILUS was shoct ing  and some o t h e r  guy was 
shoot ing  with an M-16. 

Q About how many people . w e r e  shoo t ing  a t  this t i m e  
when t h e s e  people w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. I ' d  say about h a l f  t h e  'platoon. 

Q. Would t h a t  be t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A .  No, t h e  second, because t h e  t h i r d  was behind,  you 
know, covering t h e  r e a r .  The second o r  t h i r d ,  I c a n ' t  s ay ,  
I know w e  were a t  l e a s t  a squad behind,  you know, t o  t h e  rear. 
We had t h e  machinegunner, 

Q- Was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  b u t  I don' t t h i n k  so .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
saying  anything about shoot ing  women and chi. ldren? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  him t e l l  them n o t  t o  shoot  t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I cansk remenber anything abcnt zhoctfng o r  not 
shoot ing ,  you know, athe women and c h i l d r e c ,  

Q. Now, was t h e r e  any more shoot ing  when t h e  men 
went through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  search  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  when we l e f t  they  
s t a r t e d  shoot ing.  You know, I think, I "m  not sure. 

Q- A f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  f i r i n g  by h a l f  t h e  p la toon
t h a t  k i l l e d  15 o r  20 people before  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e '  
d i d  you s t a y  ou t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  whole t ime,  o r  d i d  you 
and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a later t ime? 
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A. I t h i n k  w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  You know, 
w e  went t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  about  how f a r  d i d  t h e  v i l l a g e  s t r e t c h  along t h e  
t r a i l ?  

A. Not too  f a r .  Not too  f a r .  

-Q. Could you t ake  a look a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph 
and s e e  i f  you could p i ck  o u t  t h e  approximate a rea  where 
t h e s e  hootches were? 

(Witness was furn ished  a v e r t i c a l  photograph of 
t h e  Son My c o a s t a l  complex which he  was l a t e r  asked t o  
annota te .  The o r i g i n a l  photograph was a t  t h i s  t ime received 
i n  evidence as  Exhib i t  P-237. The annotated photograph was 
l a t e r  received i n  evidence as Exhibit P--218.) 

I f  you assume t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b r idge  t h a t  you 
crossed ,  you would have come o u t  on t h i s  edge here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
The t r a i l s  t h a t  were t h e r e  apparent ly  have been overgrown, 
they  d o n ' t  show on t h e  photo. 

A .  They were l i k e  t h i s .  I mean s o m e  hootches over 
h e r e ,  you know, b u r n t  up. And w e  came over  h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  

a .  You came down along l i k e  t h i s  and t h e  hootches 
we  a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was s t r e t c h e d  along 
i n  h e r e  somewhere? 

A. Y e s ,  around he re .  There were some over  h e r e  on 
t h e  t o p ,  you know, bu t  you cannot s e e  t h e  beach because of 
high ground. 

Q. The high ground would be about here?  So t h a t  
t h e r e  were hootches along t h i s  h i l l  then?  

A. Y e s .  Some over h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. Some over  he re?  

A. Right.  
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Q - Now, where w e r e  t h e  t roops  s t and ing  when they 
were f i r i n g ?  

.A. I t h i n k  it was around he re .  

Q. It would be around he re .  And they w e r e  f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  hootches t h a t  were along i n  h e r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q You saw some people up on t h i s  h i l l  t r y i n g  to--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Right. 

Q - They were k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Other people were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
hootches i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q About how f a r  down h e r e  d i d  t h e s e  hootches 
s t r e t c h ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  I n  o t h e r  words, d i d  they  s t r e t c h  
a long way down o r  w a s  it no t  very f a r ?  

A. Not very f a r .  

Q .  About how many hootches a l t o g e t h e r  would you say 
were i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Maybe 10 hootches . 
a - Maybe 10 hootches? 

A. Right. 

Q. WePi, it wouidnEthave taken very long then  t o  
search them. Do you know i f  any people were k i l l e d  when they 
blew t h e  hootches? 

A. Our people? 
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a- N o ,  any of t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. Oh, yes .  


Q e  How do you know t h a t ?  


A .  I heard  them t a l k .  

Q- Who d i d  you hea r  t a l k ?  


A,  HOOTON. 


Q. And HOOTON was d e s c r i b i n g  what he had done, or  
what he had seen  o t h e r  people do? 

A. I t h i n k  what he w a s  doing. 

Q. What d i d  he say?  

A .  The people i n  t h e  bunkers ,  you know, dynamite. 

Q. Did he say how many people? 

A. They say t o  des t roy  and k i l l  everybosy. 


Q - They s a i d  what? 


A. K i l l  everybody, t h a t ' s  what I heard .  


Q- Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM h e a r  t h a t ?  


A. Maybe he gave t h e  o r d e r .  I t h i n k  he  gave t h e  
o rde r .  They gave t h e  o rde r  t o  him, t o  k i l l  and des t roy  

, everyth ing .  

Q. When HOOTON was t e l l i n g  about k i l l i n g  people i n  
bunkers,  would Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM hear  t h a t  a s  w e l l  as 
you? 

A .  Maybe he d id .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t  now, about 0955 o r  1000 i n  t h e  morning, 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM repor ted  having k i l l e d  1 2  VC. D o  you 
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remember sending t h a t  message back t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Now, were those 1 2  t h e  people t h a t  had been k i l l e d  
r i g h t  before you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Do you remember how 
t h a t  repor t  got  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Then about 30 minutes l a t e r  you repor ted  another 
18 being k i l l e d .  Were these  two separa te  ac t ions  o r  f i r i n g s ?  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  group of 1 2  was t h e  f i r s t  group 
t h a t  you saw being k i l l e d  i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of the  v i l l a g e ,  and 
then when you moved through it you counted 18 more? 

A. I th ink  so .  Yes. 

Q. Do you remember anybody a t  t h a t  t i m e  complaining 
t h a t  it wasn' t  r i g h t  t o  k i l l  women and chi ldren?  

A. I th ink  so .  

Q- Who? 

A. ilALii . 
Q - HALL? 

A. Y e s .  I th ink  t h a t ' s  'about a l l .  

Q - Did he complain t o  t h e  l i eu tenan t?  

A. No. We were t a l k i n g  and shouting,  you know. 

Q How about REID? Did REID complain about i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I th ink so .  We used t o  t a l k  about it. 

Q. And most of. t h e  s o l d i e r s  f e l t  t h a t  it was okay
though? 

A. Well, some of them. Y e s .  
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Q - I wonder i f  you could t r y  t o  remember who t h e  peo-
p l e  were o t h e r  than  MILUS t h a t  were f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
the very beginning? 

A. Throwing t h e  dynamite? 

Q. No. I ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute. I want t o  j u s t  
focus on everybody t h a t  you can r e c a l l  who were i n  t h e  f r o n t  
squad t h e r e .  Those who were f i r i n g  when you f i r s t  came up t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l e d  t h e  people who were running around i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I th ink  TAYLOR, TITTLE, and HOOTON, w i t h  t h e  machine-
gun. 

Q. Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Tha t ' s  a l l  I can remember. Sergeant  LIAS, I th ink  
was k i l l i n g  t o o ,  shoot ing  too .  

Q. Sergeant  LIAS? 

A. Yes. 

Q Then you G o n J t  recal l  L ieu tenaa t  WILLINGHAM g iv ing  
any o r d e r  t o  cease f i r e  o r  s t o p ?  

A. Yes, he d id .  

Q He d id?  

A. Yes, Cease f i r e .  When w e  came i n  and searched 
t h e  bunkers and a l l  t h a t .  

Q Now, do you remember Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM g i v i n g  
any o rde r  t o  open f i r e ,  o r  d i r e c t  t h e  machinegun t o  f i r e  i n  a 
d i r e c t i o n ,  o r  any o rde r s  a long t h a t  l i n e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I t h i n k  Sergeant  LIAS d id .  H e  
placed t h e  machinegun i n  p l a c e ,  you know. 

COL WILSON: You s a i d  t h a t  f i r s t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
s e e  any people,  and t h e  people were a l l  i n  t h e  bunkers? 

A. I saw a couple running. 
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Q. A couple? 

A. Maybe t h r e e  o r  f o u r  running o u t  of t h e  bunkers 
and running down t o  t h e  beach. 

Q. This was when you f i r s t  c rossed  over  now? A s  I 
understood it when you s t a r t e d  o u t ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you crossed  
t h e  br idge  and t h e  p la toon opened f i r e  on this v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

You d i d n ' t  say t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

(1 Were t h e r e  any o u t s i d e  people wi th  t h e  p la toon 
t h a t  a r e  not  normally wi th  them? Did you have your demoli t ion 
s p e c i a l i s t s  o r  was a l l  t h i s  explos ive  being handled by t h e  
platoon? 

A. J u s t  t h e  people i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q. Did you know anything about HOOTON shoo t ing  a 
baby i n  t h e  head, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  b u t  I heard  it. 

Q. You d i d  h e a r  i t ?  What d i d  you hea r?  

A. That he k i l l e d  a baby. 

Q Under what condi t ions?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  f o r  fun I guess.  

Q Do you know where HOOTON is  now? 

A,  Right now? H e  d i d n e t  g e t  k i l l e d  o r  anything? 

Q- No. I don 't t h i n k  s o .  On t h i s  body 'count t h a t  
usua l ly  comes i n ,  how does t h i s  come i n  t o  t h e  p la toon l eader?  
Does it  come i n  from t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. I n  o t h e r  words, he  accepts  t h e  body count from 
t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I guess so .  

Q - H e  makes no at tempt  t o  count t h e s e  bodies  h imsel f?  

A .  Sometimes, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  made an at tempt  
t o  count them over  the re .  

Q He accepted t h e  body count t h a t  was repor ted?  

A. But you s e e  we k e p t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you know, a l l  
t h e  way t o  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  O r  maybe he make a count.  
I d o n ' t  know. Because i f  t h e r e ' s  any dead, you can s e e  them, 
you know? 

Q. Y e s .  Now t h e s e  people,  i f  you saw only a few 
t h a t  were not  i n  t h e  bunkers,  t h e s e  people t h a t  you saw, do 
you th ink  t h a t  they had come up o u t  of t h e  bunkers a f t e r  t h e  
demoli t ion had Seen detonated i n  t h e r e ,  o r  do you th ink  t h a t  
they were s h o t  by small  arms f i r e ?  

A. No. Some of them come o u t  when they  exploded, you 
know, wounded and a l l  t h a t .  

Q- - Y e s ,  

A. And some come ou t  b e f o r e ,  and they  k i l l  them. 

Q Well, i f  they came o u t  b e f o r e ,  were they t o l d  t o  
come o u t ?  Did somebody y e l l  down t h e r e  and t e l l  them t o  come 
o u t ,  o r  d i d  you hear  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  No. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  it. 

Q- But anyway, when they  came o u t ,  they  were sho t?  

A. Right. 

Q You saw t h i s ?  

A. A couple,  yes ,  a woman. 

Q. Come ou t  of a bunker and she  was s h o t ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Who s h o t  h e r ?  

A. I th ink  wi th  a machinegun, I'm s u r e .  

Q That would have been M I L U S .  

A. Right.  

Q - D o  you th ink  t h i s  was a d e l i b e r a t e ,  aimed f i r e ,  o r  
do you t h i n k  it w a s  s t i l l  s t r a f i n g  f i r e  t h a t  he w a s  f i r i n g ?  

A. No. I t  was d e l i b e r a t e .  

Q- It was what? 

A. Del ibe ra te ,  you know. 

Q *  Del ibera te .  

A. H e  saw t h e  woman and k i i l e d  h e r .  

Q Do you know who it w a s ,  o r  which element ,  o r  the  
i n d i v i d u a l s  that w e r e  throwing t h e  explos ives  down i n t o  these 
bunkers and des t roying  t h e  bunkers? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Who w a s  i t ?  

A .  TAYLOR, T ITTLE,  and HOOTON. 

Q- The p o i n t  group again.  

A. Right. 

9 - Were +bey the only  ones? 

A. I th ink  so. 

Q .  HALL s a i d  t h a t  while  you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  that 
the  company commander came i n  over t h e  r a d i o ,  o r  somewhere, 
and s a i d  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  D o  you remember anything l i k e  t h i s ?  
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A. I th ink  s o ,  yes.  But i t  was too  l a t e .  

Q. This was a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  had taken p lace?  

A. Right.  

Q *  I want t o  be su re .  Did he say s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  o r  
cease f i r e ?  There ' s  a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .  

A .  I t h i n k  he s a i d ,  "Stop kj-l3.in.g " 

Q . "Stop k i l l i n g ,  " yes.  Also t h e r e  was a ques t ion
about TAYLOR p icking  up a woman, Vietnamese woman, and having 
h e r  back i n  t h e r e .  Did you s e e  h e r ?  

A. Doing what? 

Q He brougnt h e r  back t o  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, I 
understand,  Cid ycu see this wcman? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  remeinber anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember see ing  n wcxan a t  a l l  during 
o r  a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  a c t i o n ?  

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t  was l a t e r  used f o r  a p o i n t .  

A. I donPt remember. 

Q You s a i d  you saw approximately 20 bodies .  Were 
t h e s e  bodies a l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  were some of them up on 
t h a t  h i l l ?  

A. No, they were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

& A l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you have a camera with 
you? 

A. NO, sir. 
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Q* Do you know anybody t h a t  d i d ?  

A. No, 

Q M r .  FERNANDEZ, when w e  g e t  through,  I'm going 
t o  ask you t o  s i t  with  Colonel NOLL and p u t  some of t h i s  
information down on t h e  photograph ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-
217).  H e ' l l  show you how w e ' r e  going t o  do t h a t .  But w e ' l l  
go ahead wi th  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  prior t o  t h a t ,  and t h e n  do this 
a f t e rwards ,  okay? 

(Witness nodded head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

MR WALSH: I 'd  l i k e  t o  go back j u s t  a second t o  make s u r e  
I unders tand what your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  the  
t i m e  when t h e  l e a d  squad was deployed i n  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and it opened f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  
b r idge .  You were s t a n d i n g  about ,  perhaps 50 meters behind the 
p o i n t  e lement  and t h e  squad t h a t  was f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  Behind t h e  second squad. 

Q- And w e r e  t h e  men t h a t  w e r e  doing t h e  f i r i n g  de-
ployed on l i n e ,  o r  w e r e  they  a l l  grouped around t h e  t r a i l ,  cr 
how w e r e  they  sp read  o u t ?  

A. They were a long  one l i n e ,  one behind t h e  o t h e r ,  

They were more o r  less one behind t h e  o t h e r ?  

I t h i n k .  The machinegun was i n  f r o n t ,  

Q. The machinegun was i n  f r o n t ?  And o t h e r  men w e r e  
behind t h e  machinegun?. 

A. Right.  

Q Approximately how many men were f i r i n g ,  t o  the 
b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Maybe t h e  whole f i r s t  squad. 

Q Would t h a t  be maybe 1 2  men? 

A. NO, no. 



(Zo Ten men? 

A ,  They on ly  g o t  about  f i v e  guys i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  
I t h i n k .  

Q. You mentioned LIAS, MILUS, HOOTON, TITTLE, and 
TAYLOR. Now, would t h e r e  be any o t h e r s  whose names you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q- You t h i n k  those  were t h e  on ly  people  who were 
f i r i n g .  Now, I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  you s a w  maybe 15  o r  20  people  
s h o t  by t h a t  group i n  t h e  f i r s t  5 minutes o r  s o ,  people  who 
w e r e  running  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, no. I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t .  

Q- No? Then I misunderstood you. What d i d  you s e e  
i n  terms o f  t h e  number s f  people  w h ~were shot a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Running around,  you know, 1 saw about  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
s h o t ,  and t h e  woman coming o u t  of t h e  bunker.  But t h e  o t h e r s  
were sor t  of lying i n  a p i l e  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q s  A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t hey  were f i r i n g ,  i n  t h e  beg inn ing ,  
you on ly  s a w  f ~ u ro r  f i v e  people  who were running  around and 

. s h o t  down? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I s a w ,  you know. 

Q- And about  how long  d i d  t h e  f i r i n g  l a s t  b e f o r e  t h e y
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Maybe 3 o r  4 minutes .  

Q I t  wasn't long? 

A*'  N o .  

8. And L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  cease  
f i r e  and move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  
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Q- Now, when you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  
any more people s h o t  t h a t  came o u t  of t h e  bunkers o r  otherwise? 

A. No. 

Q. But, you d i d  s e e  maybe 1 5  o r  20 bodies  l y i n g  around? 

A .  Tha t ' s  when I .walked through t h e  v i l l a g e .  You know, 
I walked through it. 

Q. And how long af te rwards  was it t h a t  you walked a l l  
t h e  way through the  v i l l a g e ?  Were you walking through r i g h t  
while  t h e  searching  was going on? 

A .  Oh, no. I was s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  and then  they  
s t a r t e d  blowing t h e  bunkers. Then a f t e r  t h a t  we came a l l  t h e  
way through t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  it was a f t e r  they  f i n i s h e d  blowing t h e  
bunkers t h a t  you walked a l l  t h e  way through. 

A.  ' Right. 

Q. And a t  t h a t  time you saw maybe 1 5  o r  20 bodies  
around? 

A. Right. 

Q. Now i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  15 o r  20 bodies  t h a t  you saw 
l y i n g  around, d id  you a l s o  s e e  t h e  people s h o t  up on t h e  h i l l .  
You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e i r  bodies ,  b u t  saw them g e t  h i t ?  

A. I s a w  them g e t  h i t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e i r  bodies .  

Q And t h a t  would be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  15  o r  20 bodies 
t h a t  you saw when you went through, 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Now what e x a c t l y  can you r e c a l l  about HOOTON shoot-
i n g  t h e  c h i l d ?  Can you remember t h a t  s t o r y  which you heard i n  
as  much d e t a i l  as  poss ib le?  

A. I j u s t  heard  that--I  heard him t a l k i n g ,  you know. 
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Q a  You heard HOCTON t a l k i n g ?  

A. Right.  

Q- And, what d id  you h e a r  him say?  

A. That he s h o t  a baby. 

Q . Was t h e  baby being h e l d  by i t s  mother a t  t h e  time? 

A. Yes. I t h i n k  s o .  

(1. And what kind of  a weapon d i d  he use when he s h o t  
i t ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  it was an M-16 o r  a . 4 5 .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q. Do you remember i f  he a l s o  s h o t  t h e  mother? 

A. I th ink  it was dead a l ready.  

Q A l l  r i g h t  now, d id  you h e a r  any ~ t h e r~ ~ s ~ l et a l k i n g  
about people t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  whi le  t h e  squad was searching  
the v i l l a g e ,  t h e  platoon was sea rch ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did HOOTON t e l l  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM about shoot ing
t h e  baby as  w e l l ?  

A. I don 't th ink .  he d i d .  I don' t know. Maybe the 
l i e u t e n a n t  knew, I don1t know. 

Q - Did you normally s t a y  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. Well, no. 

Q- Only sometimes? 

A. Sometimes I ' d  t ake  t h e  r a d i o  and s t a y  t h e r e  and wa i t  
around, s t a y  with the  r ad io .  And he Id go somewhere. 

Q - Was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h e  
bunkers were be ing  blown? 
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A. I t h i n k  he was behind wi th  me. 

Q And was a l l  t h e  sea rch ing  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and blow-
i n g  of t h e  bunkers done by Sergeant  L I A S '  squad, o r  was t h e  
o t h e r  squad brought  up to--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  No. It was t h e  f i r s t  squad. 

Q Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL WILSON: Did you know Terry REID? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  him a t  any t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. He was a n i c e  guy, you know, 
l i k e  HALL. 

Q HALL and R E I D ,  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  t h e  same type  people? 

A. Right 

Q Friends o f  yours?  

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Who else i s  i n  t h a t  ca tegory ,  HALL and REID? 

A. A man named GARCIA, b u t  he  was k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  nobody else. 

- Q. Do you remember a--i t  may have come ove r  your  
radio--BRETENSTEIN c a l l e d  f o r  t h i s  mor ta r  f i r e  a t  the b r idge ,  
r i g h t  be fo re  c ross ing .  He seemed t o  t h i n k  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h i s  
f i r e  was preplanned. I mean Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM and t h e  
company commander had planned t o  p u t  a concen t ra t ion  of  f i r e  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  b r i d g e  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Did 
you hear t h i s  communication r e q u e s t i n g  mor ta r  fire? 

A. Before w e  came i n ?  

Q .  Y e s ,  be fo re  you came over  t h e  b r idge .  

A. On t h e  way o u t ?  
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Q m  On t h e  way from t h e  landing  zone--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Oh, I t h i n k ,  y e s *  

& T o  t h e  br idge .  

A. Yeah. They f i r e d ,  you know, t o  c l e a r  t h e  a rea .  

Q. Did you hea r  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  f i r e ?  

A .  N o ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q O r  t h e  adjustment?  I t  probably went ove r  t h e  p l a -
toon s e r g e a n t ' s  PRC-25. Would it be on t h e  same n e t  a s  yours? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q- Gkay. Also it was I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r a  was some 
r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h a t  b r idge .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any 
f i r i n g  down t h e r e  a t  t h a t  b r i d g e  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  mortar  f i r e ?  

A. E d o n ' t  remember. Maybe w e  gat  f i r e ,  you know. 

Q *  Do reze&a,- tk;e plakcs; lceder h - r r ; n r r.,vA4.-J-..i n  t h a t.-a-
morning b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  and ask ing  f o r  gunships? 
Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  No. I remember when TAYLOR got h i t .  

Q .  No, no. This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day now. 

A. Yeah, I know. N o .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember ask ing  f o r  gunships o r  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A *  N o .  

&. But he g o t  mortar  f i r e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  so.  

Q. When t h i s  exp los ive  was brought  i n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,
do you r e c a l l  whether it was a l l  exp los ives  o r  was t h e r e  any 
munit ions  wi th  i t ?  
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A. Maybe machinegun ammo. 

Q. Machinegun ammo. 

A. Yeah, maybe. 

Q Grenades, fragmentary grenades? Was t h e r e  anything
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. I t  was p r imar i ly  as you r e c a l l  explos ives?  

A. Yes, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  grenades.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

LTC NOLL: When you rece ived  t h e  message from Captain MICHLES 
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  what a c t i v i t y  were you engaged i n ,  wai t ing  
ou t s ide  o r  walking through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  What time of the morning 
d i d  t h i s  come? 

A. I th ink  we were behind. I 

Q 
time? 

Had t h e  demoli t ion s t a r t e d  of t h e  bunkers a t  t h i s  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. They f i n i s h e d  a f t e r  t h a t .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  

' . Q. D o  you remember how many groups o f  c a s u a l t i e s  you 
repor ted  t h a t  day, o r  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM repor ted  t h a t  day, 
how many groups of body counts? 

A. F i f t e e n  o r  twenty. 

Q You mean 15 o r  20 people? 

Right. 

Q- Did you see any males i n  t h i s  group? I 
A. Males, no. Women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  I 
Q- You d o n ' t  eve r  r e c a l l  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM g e t t i n g  
a r a d i o  message asking i f  t h e r e  were any women and ch i ld ren  
k i l l e d  h e r e ?  
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A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

& - I n  your movement from t h e  LZ t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was 
there e v e r  a h o s t i l e  a c t  a g a i n s t  your p l a toon  o r  d i d  you g e t  
s n i p e r  f i r e ?  D i d  you g e t  any grenades thrown a t  you. 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Where d i d  t h i s  occur?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  l and ing ,  you know, when we came t o  . 
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e r e  were b u i l d i n g s  a l l  blown up, w e  rece ived  a 
couple grenades.  

CI This was be fo re  you g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Before: yes .  

Q- They d i d n ' t  go o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  nobody got--

Q - (Intesrpcsing) They d i d  go o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  1 t h i n k  so.  

Q- Okay. 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

COL WILSON:  You s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  a s  t h e  l e a d  
squad moved i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  you were behind the second 
squad. D i d  you mean t h e  second squad i n  number o r  were you 
two squads behind t h e  forward element?  

A. N o ,  behind t h e  second squad. 

Q The second squad i n  t h e  o r d e r .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  
were two squads i n  f r o n t  of you. 

A.  Yeah, w e  always go back i n  t h e  end ,  you know, i n  
t h e  middle.  

Q .  You're back i n  t h e  middle,  which means t h a t  you're--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h ink  a t  t h a t  t ime w e  have 
two PRCs , you know. 

Q. You d o n ' t  t h i n k  you had two PRC-25s? 

A. No, you know, t h a t  guy who used t o  go wi th  the 
PRC-25, he was new. I d o n ' t  know. Oh, maybe--I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember BNTENSTEIN using your PRC-25 t o  
c a l l  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  

A. Yeah. He was wi th  m e .  

Q. H e  was wi th  you? 

A. Right. 

Q And he used your r a d i o ?  

Y e s .  

H e  came forward? 

A. I f  he used it, it was my r a d i o ;  I th ink  it w a s  
t h e  only one. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything e i s e  now t h a t  happened
around t h i s  v i l l a g e  a rea?  

A. No, -sir.  T h a t ' s  about a l l  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q. J u s t  t o  ca tch  up h e r e  and go on, we want t o  com-
p l e t e  the  rest of t h i s  day. 

There was a r e p o r t  a t  1045 t h a t  went back t o  t h e  
t a sk  fo rce  journal  t h a t  a t  1045 s t e e l  helmet ,  uniforms, and 
web equipment were found. Do you know anything about t h i s ?  

A. Where were they found? 

Q They were south  of t h a t  br ldge  genera l ly  i n  the vi-
c i n i t y  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  would have been down 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  it could have been a l i t t l e  south  of the 
v i l l a g e .  

(FERNANDEZ) 40 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-309 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q- Do you remember what happened t o  t h a t  equipment, 
do you know? 

A. I t h i n k  we s e n t  it forward, you know. They picked 
t h e m  up, I ' m  not  s u r e ,  b u t  w e  c a r r i e d  them wi th  us ,  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q. How many uniforms d i d  they  f i n d ,  do you know? 

A. I th ink  it was only one and one helmet.  

Q- Where was i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any, you 
know. 

Q • Well i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a ,  t h i s  was g e n e r a l l y  i n  
the a r e a  j u s t  south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

And f o r  your information t h a t  day t h e r e  were t h r e e  
r e p o r t s  which t o t a l e d  up t o  a t o t a l  of  3 8  VC K I A .  That re-
p o r t  s a i d  VC K I A .  

And a f t e r  t h a t  was over ,  what happened? id you 
reorganize  and s t a r t  t o  move o u t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember how f a r  south  you moved be fo re  you 
went back t o  t h e  nor th?  Did you go any f a r t h e r  south than t h e  
edge of t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so. We went back. 

Q- You reorganized,  turned  back, and then  s t a r t e d  mov- 
i n g  o u t  t o  your l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t .  Did anything 
occur a s  you were moving t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  


A .. Occur, s i r ?  


Q m  Did anything happen? 


A. On t h e  way back when TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  
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Q- No, t h i s  i s  t h e  wrong day. TAYLOR d i d n ' t  g e t  h i t  
u n t i l  t h e  next day. You moved back from t h a t  v i l l a g e  and went 
nor th ,  and i t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  Navy s w i f t  boa t s  
s i g h t e d  about 10  sampans and headed them i n t o  t h e  c o a s t .  That 
was about 1 6 0 0  t h a t  af ternoon.  Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Yeah, I remember t h i s ,  I remember t h e  b o a t ,  I saw 
t h e  boat .  

Q- You d i d  see--

A. 
th ink .  

( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, then  w e  pick up t h e  people,  I 

Q- Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. And then  ques t ion  t h e  people. 

-Q That ' s  r i g h t .  Okay, now a t  this t ime do you re-
c a l l  whether you rece ived  some i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. Yes. They were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people.  

Q And how many came i n ,  do you know? 

A. I n t e r p r e t e r s ?  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were t w o .  

Q a  Two i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
, . 

A. Y e s .  

Q Vietnamese? 

A. I ' m  no t  sure. 

Q. Did you know any of t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  
t h a t  worked with t h e  M I  o r  C/1/20? 

Q Do you remember t h e  s h i p  b r ing ing  some fishermen 
i n  t h e r e ?  How many do you th ink  t h a t  was, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Maybe 1 0 .  
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Q o  Ten fishermen. And the i n t e r p r e t e r  s t a r t e d  ques-
t i o n i n g  them? 

A. Yeah, one by one. 

Q One by one. Was t h e r e  an American w i t h  t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s ?  

A. The i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  Vietnamese,  b u t  t h e r e  was 
an American w i t h  them. 

Q= There was an American w i t h  them, and h e  was a s k i n g
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  through t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Did L ieu tenan t  W I L L I N G H A P  
g e t  involved  i n  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q Were t h e s e  Vietnamese t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  Lieu-
t e n a n t  WILLINC.HL!X a r  w e r e  t h e y  t u r n e d  over d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and t o  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  cap tu red  themn, you know, when 
they  g o t  on the  beach.  And we w a i t e d  for those .  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
t o  come i n .  

Q- Yes, and yoa;. j u s t  h e l d  them t h e r e  un t i l .  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  came i n .  T h i s  is Exh ib i t  P-21, have 
you e v e r  s e e n  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  uniform? 

Q- - How about E x h i b i t  P-2 2? 

A. Yeah, him I seen .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o ther - - the  
same one ove r  h e r e .  I can" s e e  h i s  f a c e  good. 

Q. The person i n  E x h i b i t  P-21 h o l d i n g  h i s  helmet  
and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  E x h i b i t  P-22,. the  American on 
t h e  r i g h t  f a c i n g  t h e  camera, you 've  s e e n  these. You've 
s e e n  tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s e e n  him. 

Q. Was he  on t h e  beach t h a t  day? 

A. I do remember him. 
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Q. Was he on the beach t h a t  day? 

A. I'm no t  s u r e  where I seen  him b e f o r e ,  

Q. This i s  Exh ib i t  P-66,  have you e v e r  s e e n  
the Vietnamese s o l d i e r  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. No. I don' t remember him. 

Q. The  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A. H i m  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  see h i s  f a c e  r e a l  good. . . 

Q Okay. Now what was the - -a f t e r  these--while 
t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  wh i l e  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  were be ing  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  and a f t e r  they  were completed, what happened 
t o  them, where d i d  they  go? 

A. I t h i n k  they  l e t  them go;  I d o n ' t  know; I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  

Q. id they  g e t  back on t h e  sampans and l eave?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  s o ,  

Q. You didn 't d e t a i n  any o f  them? 

A. No. We s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Did a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and p ick  up t h o s e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  O r  d i d  they  s t a y  t h e r e  
a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  they  l e f t  o r  s t a y e d  wi th  us .  

Q - You d o n ' t  remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  they  picked them up. 

Q- Did they  t a k e  any of  t h e  Vietnamese out 
with  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  on your movement up t h e r e  t o  t h a t  
l a a g e r  a r e a  from t h e  b r idge ,  whether t h e r e  was a Vietnamese 
woman being  used as  po in t?  

A. That day on t h e  beach? 

Q A s  you moved from t h e  b r idge  nor th  be fo re  you con-
t a c t e d  these--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. 

Q. You don 't reca l l - -

A. ( In terpos ing)  I d o n ' t  remember now--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t .  When you went i n  t o  l aager  
t h a t  evening,  was anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  unusual t h a t  
happened? 

A. No. 

Q. Did they b r i n g  r a t i o n s  i n  t o  you o r  d i d  you have 
s u f f i c i e n t  r a t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  they b r i n g  us r a t i o n s  down, a h o t  meal, 
sir.  

a .  You t h i n k  you had a h o t  meal? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l .  any f i r i n g  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q No f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  No, 

MR WALSH: E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day, a f t e r  you had f i n i s h e d  search-
i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you s p e n t  most of t h e  day around t h e  a rea  to-
ward t h e  end of t h e  br idge  t h e r e ,  we understand. Do you remem-
b e r  having a woman around t h e r e ,  a Vietnamese woman being 
brought t o  Lieutenant--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. 

Q 0 
Do you remember anything about f i n d i n g  a booby 

t r a p ?  

A. I n  a hootch? 

Q - I n  a hootch. 

A.  I th ink  s o .  

Q. What k ind  of booby t r a p  was i t ?  

A.  I t h ink  i t  was a z i p  gun. I don 't know. 

Q A couple c a r t r i d g e s  r igged t o  go o f f ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q Who found i t ?  Do you remember? 

A.  No. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  name. 

Q D o  you remember t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  ques t ion ing  a woman 
about t h e  booby t r a p ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember about t h e  woman, no t  poss ib ly  s u r e ,  
but--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  During t h e  course o f  t h e  day was any-
t h i n g  done about burying any o f  t h e  bodies  t h a t  were i n  the vil-
l age?  

A. No. 

Q They were l e f t  t h e r e  where they  were. You d o n ' t  
remember any conversa t ion  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  about t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  bodies  were women and ch i ld ren?  

No. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You didn '  t say anything about it a t  a l l  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 
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COL WILSON: Okay, t h e  next  day you went back t o  t h e  
br idge.  

A. The same br idge?  

Q The same br idge .  This i s  where Sergeant  
TAYLOR was wounded. Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant  TAYLOR 
having a woman i n  t h e  p o i n t  that. morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

Q. TAYLOR was i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  l o g  a s  be ing  
wounded a t  0810 t h a t  morning. Did you s e e  him evacuated? 

A. Yeah. 

Q- What type  of s h i p  evacuated him? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Was it a h o s p i t a l ,  was i t  a medevac, was it a 
s l i c k ,  o r  was i t  a C&C? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  it was a c o l o n e l ' s  
he i i eop ts r .  

Q. You th ink  it was Colonel BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Maybe. I 'm no t  s u r e .  

Q. Do you remember e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  
TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  mine, o r  booby t r a p ,  o r  whatever 
it was, do you remember t h e  1st Platoon r e c e i v i n g  
s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

Okay, was t h i s  s n i p e r  f i r e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  
he h i t  t h a t  mine? 

A. Af te r  he h i t  t h e  mine, I th ink .  

Q. How long? 

A. I t h i n k  r i g h t  away a f t e r  t h e  explos ion .  
Then they  c a l l  t h e  gunships.  
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Q- H e  h i t  t h e  mine and you s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
f i r e .  How much f i r e  was coming o u t ,  where was it coming 
from? 

A. I t h i n k  it was towards one s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  . 

Q And how much f i r e  was i t ?  Was it a cons iderable  
amount--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )No. 

Q O r  sporad ic?  

A. Sporadic.  

Q Small arms f i r e ?  

A. Small arms, yes .  

Q Any automatic f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. What was t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  a c t i o n  then?  Did they  
deploy o r  move--

( In te rpcs ing)  Xa.  F?c s t ayed  r i g h t  there. 

Q =  You s tayed  r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- You re tu rned  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, and t h e n  they c a l l e d  t h e  gunships.  

Q And then  who c a l l e d  t h e  gunships? Did you
c a l l  them? 

A. I t h i n k  it was me o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q. How long was it from t h e  time you p u t  your 
c a l l  i n  u n t i l  you g o t  t h e  gunships.  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
Maybe 15 minutes. 
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Q o Approximately 1 5  minutes .  How many gunships  
came i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  two. Two o r  one,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Two o r  one. How many p a s s e s  d i d  t hey
make ove r  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Did t h e  f i r e  s t o p  b e f o r e  
t h e  gunships  g o t  t h e r e  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  a f t e r .  

Q- But t hey  were s t i l l  f i r i n g  when t h e  gunships  
came i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

a What w a s  TAYLOR do ing ,  l y i n g  on t h e  s i d e  
of  t h e  road? Did anybody g e t  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. N o .  The medic w a s  t h e r e .  

Q- The medic was wi th  him? When d i d  t h e  
evacua t ion  s h i p  come i n ,  a f t e r  t h e  gunships?  

A.  Right .  

Q. TAYLQR was evacuated.  Did you see where 
he was wounded? Did you s e e  t h e  mine he h i t ,  o r  t h e  
. l o c a t i o n  of t h e  mine? 

A. I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  on t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  
b r idge .  

Q- The c o r n e r  of  t h e  b r i d g e .  Were any o t h e r  
mines--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e n  he  l o s t  t h e  weapon. 
I do know we d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  weapon. 

Q d  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  mines marked? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember? 
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Q - Do you remember c a l l i n g  your  ordnance d i s p o s a l  man 
forward? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  g o t  one a t  the t i m e ;  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q* What? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  we g o t  one of  those  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  ,< 

Q. GUTHRIE, do you remember GUTHRIE? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he  was i n  the 1st Platoon.  

a- No. H e  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  1st Platoon.  Do you remember 
c a l l i n g  up f o r  an ordnance d i s p o s a l  man o r  Lieutenant  W I U I N G H A M  
ask ing  f o r  one t o  come forward. It could have been be fo re ,  
probably be fo re  TAYLOR was wounded, 

A. You say  GUTHRIE was t h e r e ?  

Q. N o ,  I ' m  j u s t  wondering if you remember c a l l i n g  f o r  
h i m .  

A. No. 

Q - Do you remember i f  TAYLOR repor ted  t o  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r  t h a t  he had found a mine be fo re  t h e  mine went o f f  and 
wounded him. 

A. No, b u t ,  I mean when he g o t  wounded h e  s a i d  he knew 
t h a t  t h e  mine was t h e r e ,  you know, be fo re  he  h i t  it. That ' s  
what he  say. 

Q Tha t ' s  what I was wondering, i f  he  had repor ted  
t h a t  he had found t h e  mine. 

A. H e  t o l d  us a f t e r  he  g o t  h i t .  

Q. The platoon l e a d e r  d i d n ' t  know he found t h e  mine? 

A. No. Af te r  t h e  explosion.  
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Q 0 Do you remember G U T H R I E  coming ac ross  t h e  
br idge  o r  some people coming ac ross  t h e  br idge  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded? 

A. I th ink  so. 

2 .  Is t h i s  before  sr a f t e r  t h e  gunships? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r .  

Q- Do you remember somebody des t roy ing  some 
booby t r a p s  and mines i n  t h e  same v i c i n i t y  t h a t  TAYLOR 
was wounded? Detonating them? This  was done about 
1000, about 2 hours a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

9 A 1 1  r i g h t ,  t h e  company c losed  with t h e  
1st Platoon. Do you remember t h e  company coming across  
t h e  br idge?  You closed with t h e  1st Platoon and 
t h e  company moved south,  leaving  t h e  3d and mortar 
platoons up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge.  Do you remerbez 
t h i s ?  

A. No. 

' Q. Don't you remember going a l l  t h e  way down 
t h a t  peninsula  Ynat  day aiid g e t t i n g  down t o  t h e  end 
of it. You g o t  a n i c e  view of t h e  sea. Very h o t  
day,  

A.  J u s t  t h e  3d Platoon? 

Q Nod t h e  whole company. The 1st Platoon 
was on t h e  r i g h t ,  on the,  ins ide , '  and t h e  2d Platoon 
was on t h e  l e f t .  

MR WALSH: 2d Platoon was on t h e  beach on t h e  l e f t ,  
over  t h e  r i s e  of ground. 

COL WILSON: D o  you remember Lieutenant  LEWIS being 
brought i n  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  with Lieutenant  MUNDY? Do 
you remember those  two coming i n ?  I t  should have been 
somewhere i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  1st Platoon. 

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  beach. 

MR WALSH: This  would have been moving down--you weren ' t  
on t h e  beach. 
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A. Is t h i s  where t h e  p i l o t  came i n ?  

COL WILSON: No. This is  t h e  day before  t h a t .  You 
moved a l l  t h e  way down--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  We we;e on t h e  same beach--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You weren ' t  on t h e  beach. 
You would have gone through t h r e e  o r  f o u r  v i l l a g e s  
on the  way and burned them. 

A. No. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Tha t ' s  a photograph of t h e  end o f  t h e  peninsula ,  
Exh ib i t  P-211. Here I s  another  photograph, Exh ib i t  
P-212.  

A. Yeah, t h i s  looks l i k e  t h e  -- yeah -- they  
had t o  t u r n  back when you g o t  t o  t h e  end,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. This wa te r ,  yeah. I remember now. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember burning v i l l a g e s  
cn t h e  wzy dowr. t h e r e ?  

A. No. We saw t h e  smoke; we d i d n ' t  burn anything. 

Q. You saw t h e  smoke where? 

A. We were walking over  he re  (Tndicat ing)  on t h e  
r i g h t .  

Q Oh. That was over  across  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right* 

MR WALSH: But B Company d i d n ' t  burn t h a t  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  t h e  
f i r s t  day? 

A .  Say again ,  s i r ?  

Q. The previous day i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where a l l  t h e  peo-
p l e  were k i l l e d ,  was t h a t  v i l l a g e  burned? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q . You burned it. 

A. Burned it, yeah. 

Q 1st Platoon burned it a f t e r  t hey  searched  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Now on t h e  second day,  when you moved down 
through those  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  going down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  
a t  t h e  end ,  you d o n ' t  remember i f  they  burned it o r  
not .  O r  do you remember t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  burn i t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  they burned it t h a t  day. 
But I know I saw smoke on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q W e l l  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because C h a r l i e  Company 
was over  on your r i g h t  ac ross  t h a t  w a t e r ,  and they  
w e r e  burning a l l  the v i l l a g e s  over  t h e r e .  But you d o n ' t  
remember i f  t h e  1st Platoon was burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
t h a t ,  they went through? 

A. N o .  They d i d n it 

(2. Do you remember any f i r i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. N o .  

Q Any blowing o f  bunkers?  

A. No. 

COL WILSON : Do you remember a r e p o r t  from t h e  2d 
Platoon t h a t  one VC was KIA? That you 'd  engaged o u t  
on t h e  beach? Did you h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q* The execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  L ieu tenan t  MUNDY, and 
Lieutenant  LEWIS and al legedly--or  from what w e  can 
unders tand,  a photographer came i n ,  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  
moving sou th  t h a t  day and s t a y e d  wi th  you awhi le ,  
s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  company awhile .  The people  i n  t h e  
3d P la toon  seem t o  remember very d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  
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d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  photographer along. Do you know 
anything about t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir.  


Q - You d i d n ' t  s e e  a photographer t h a t  day. ,Did you 

s e e  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  o u t  t h e r e  with you? 

A. On t h e  beach? 

Q. Y e s .  Well n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  on t h e  beach, b u t  on 
t h a t  march south ,  any t ime t h a t  day. 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ,  o r  s t r a n g e r s ?  You d i d n ' t  s e e  any? 

A. No. 

Q. You doubled back up t h e r e  and went i n t o  l a a g e r  
t h a t  n igh t .  You d o n ' t  remember anything e l s e  happening t h a t  
afternoon? You d i d n ' t  s e e  any p r i soners  up u n t i l  t h i s  time? 

A.  U p  u n t i l  what time? 

Q - From t h e  t ime you made t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ,  until 
where you a r e  now moving back i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  on t h e  second 
day, d i d  you s e e  anybody t ake  any p r i soners?  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q- You wouldn ' t  have seen these  p r i s o n e r s  i n  Exhi-
b i t  P-208? 

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: When t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company joined you, d i d  they  
have any Vietnamese ca r ry ing  heavy equipment? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

MR WALSH: A f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded and t h e  gunships made 
t h e i r  passes ,  do you remember moving o u t  and moving back 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  had been s h o t  up and burned t h e  
day be£ o re?  
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A. Maybe. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  su re .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  any of t h e  dead bodies t h a t  
you'd seen  t h e  day before? 

A. No. 

Q e  They're  a l l  gone? 

A. Right. Yeah. I remember t h a t ,  I th ink .  

80 Did you see  any dead bad ies  on t h e  second day i n  
any p lace?  

A. N o .  

Q .Do you remember hea r ing  anything about HOOTON o r  
TITTLE or  TAYLOR--not TAYLOR of course ,  b u t  HOOTON and TITTLE 
blowing bunkers dur ing  that second day? 

A. N o .  

Q- Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  had 
been completely changed from t h e  f i r s t  day t~ t h e  second day? 

A. No, W e l l ,  you mean f r s p  the search and destroy? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. Yeah. I th ink  so. 

Q W e l l ,  I th ink  you don' t r e c a l l  whether they burned 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  n o t  t h e  second day. 

A. No. We d i d n ' t  burn no v i l l a g e s .  

Q - You're p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  burn t h e  v i l -
lages?  Do you remember hear ing  Lieutenant  W I L L I N G H A M  g iv ing  
d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r s ,  o r  d i d  he g ive  any d i f f e r e n t  o rde r s  t o  people 
on t h e  second day than  he had on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- You do remember t h e  f i r s t  day g e t t i n g  an o rde r  t o  
s t o p  k i l l i n g .  

I . 

(FERNANDEZ) 55 APP T-309 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I'm n o t  s u r e  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g ,  
you know. 

Q. A l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  you thought  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  
had come through had been s t o p  k i l l i n g  r a t h e r  than  s t o p  f i r i n g .  

A. Well,  maybe t h e  o r d e r  was t o  s t o p  the k i l l i n g  o r  
the f i r i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- But,  a t  t h e  t ime you g o t  t h a t  o r d e r  it was too  
l a t e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  you had been through? ' 

A. Right.  

Q I want t o  ask you i f  you remember whether i n  t h e  
group t h a t  w e r e  f i r i n g  on t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  day--whether 
Larry HOLMES was one of them? O r  was he  t o  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Do you remember hea r ing  of any Vietnamese t h a t  
w e r e  k i l l e d  by t h e  1st Platoon dur ing  the second day? 

A. I think so .  

Q *  HOW? 

A. Over t h e  r a d i o ,  I mean the same n e t  a s  the com-
pany 

Q But you w e r e  i n  t h e  1st Platoon.  I mean by t h e  . 
1st Platoon i t s e l f ?  

A.  Oh, no. Over t h e  r a d i o .  

Q You heard  t h a t  o t h e r  people i n  t h e  company may
have, k i l l e d  some? 

A. f i g h t .  

Q *  But, the 1st Platoon d i d n ' t  k i l l  any dur ing  t h a t  
day? 

A. No. 
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Q. Okay. 

COL WILSON: You went i n t o  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any Vietnamese o r  ARVN personnel  
in t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t .  Any m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
personnel? Anybody t h a t  was no t  a p a r t  of B Company? 

A. Where d i d  we l aager?  I can'  t remember. 

-	 Q. You laagered  on t h e  way back up, be fo re  
you go t  t o  t h e  br idge .  About halfway between t h e  br idge  
and t h e  end of t h e  peninsula  down t h e r e  where you 
turned  back and headed nor th ,  you laagered  t h e r e .  
I" say you were 2 o r  3 c l i c k s  south  of t h e  br idge .  
So you laagered  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  nea r  t h e  beach t h a t  n igh t .  

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  r epor ted  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  company t h a t  n i g h t .  And t hen  t h e  3d Platoon s tayed up 
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  by t h e  b r idge  wi th  t h e  mortars .  They 
s t ayed  up t h e r e .  Now t h e  next  morning you moved o u t  and went 
back by t h e  b r idge  where TAYLOR w a s  wounded, picked up t h e  
3d Platoon,  and continued moving nor th .  You supposedly found 
3,000 pounds of  r i c e  up t h e r e ,  near  t h e  b r idge ,  and requested 
it be evacuated. I d o n ' t  know who found it. It could have 
been t h e  3d Platoon.  I t  could have been t h e  1st o r  2d. And 
then  you k e p t  moving on nor th .un t i .1  you got  up t o  a bunch of 
lakge v i l l a g e s .  These v i l l a g e s  were searched.  

A. On t h e  beach? They were fisherman, r i g h t .  I 

remember t h a t .  


Q- And t h e  v i l l a g e s  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  That t h e  same p l a c e  where MILUS 

was k i l l e d ,  r i g h t ?  


Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And a l l  day, I t h i n k  t h e  platoons 
were involved i n  seraching  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  sending t h e i r  peo- 
p l e  back t o  t h e  beach. 

A. Right.  

Q- Now, d id  you see  t h e  medical teams come i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 
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A, I don' t t h i n k  so .  A l o t  of people.  

Q - Yes. Did you s e e  any ARVN m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
day? I n t e r p r e t e r s  ? 

A. Maybe with t h e  c a p t a i n ,  j u s t  one,  you know, t h e  
American and t h e  ARVN I s .  

Q. You went through t h e  day sending t h e s e  people 
back down t h e r e ,  and s e t  up a l aager  pos t ion  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. Yeah. 

Q Did you s e e  any Vietnamese being i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  
evening? 

A. That evening? 

Q - Any be ing  quest ioned? 

A. No, bu t  t h e  morning a f t e r  t h a t ,  you know, 1)remem-
b e r  t h a t .  

Q. We'l l  c a t c h  t h a t  i n  a minute. Now you g o t  mortared 
t h a t  n igh t .  

A. Right . 
Q And they evacuated t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  Now t h a t  af-
ternoon,  do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
t h a t  came i n t o  those  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Af te r  w e  l e f t ?  

Q- While you were s t i l l  searching  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  o r  
r i g h t  a f t e r  you l e f t .  Yes, r i g h t  a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
and came back t o  t h e  beach. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was 
any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e ,  one o r  two rounds? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a woman being brought i n  wi th  a 
wounded l e g  and being evacuated? You went through 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  and you had a l l  those  c a s u a l t i e s .  Now 
t h e  next  day, you say you saw some Vietnamese being 
interviewed? 
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A. Right.  

Q. Did e i t h e r  one of them g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. They d i d n ' t  g e t  k i l l e d .  1 know we 
picked up two boys, you know. I d o n ' t  know what happened 
t.o t h e  o the r  one. I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q But tfiey d id  abuse them when they  were quest ion-
i n g  them? 

A. Right.  I d o n ' t  know i f  they  abused them, 
b u t  we h i t  them, you know. Make them t a l k .  

LTC NOLL: What time were t h e s e  bays picked up? 

A. I n  t h e  morning. 

'2. The m o r n i ~ gof +he 19 th?  

A. Right a f t e r '  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d ,  t h a t  morning. 

MR WALSH: I n  t h e  Task Force Barker fog  on t h e  af te rnoon 
o f  1 6  March, t h e r e  is  an e n t r y  a t  1420, "Company B has 
k i l l e d  e i g h t  T J C ,  --:VALALLJ--;-: C T-J-- 11 g i ~ i . 2 ~ ~coord ina tes ,  This 
is j u s t  across  t h e  br idge  i n  t h a t  small  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
you f i r s t  went i n .  "Had some Chieom grenades,  w e b  
equpment, and asso r t ed  ammo." Do you remember anything 
about t h a t  t ransmiss ion?  

A. I donPt remember anything about those  k i l l s ,  
no t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q In  o t h e r  words, you d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of having k i l l e d  anybody a t  1400 i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. No. 

c2 The 11th Brigade log  a t  1420 has an e n t r y
reading:  "Engaged unknown number of  VC i n  tunne l s .  Eight  
VC K I A ,  found some web equipment, Chicom grenades,  
and asso r t ed  rounds of ammo. " 

A. When was t h a t ?  
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Q. That was a t  1420 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  where t h e  1st Platoon w a s  
on t h a t  f i r s t  day. And you j u s t  d o n ' t  remember f i n d i n g  any 
Chinese Communist grenades? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  V i e t  Cong i n  t h e  t u n n e l s .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Is i t  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  
o f  VC being k i l l e d  t h a t  you made t o  Captain MICHLES w e r e  
made i n  t h e  morning, r i g h t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k ,  yes .  

Q. Do you remember i f  your r e p o r t  t o  Captain MICHLES 
was t h a t  t h e  people k i l l e d  w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n  o r  n o t ?  

A. I don' t remember t h a t  .' 
Q *  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you r epor t ed  they w e r e  VC? 

A. Maybe. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made a f t e r  this conbet e s sau l t  ~ 7 h i l eyou w e r e  
s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q Were you e v e r  ques t ioned ,  o r  d i d  anybody you know 
e v e r  g e t  ques t ioned  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  t o l d  t o  keep 
q u i e t  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t ?  

Nobody t o l d  me t h a t ,  no, 

Q id you e v e r  h e a r  any,rumors  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20? 

A. I read  it i n  the paper.  
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Q. No, while  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam. 

A, No, s ir .  

Q Well, t hese  d iscuss ions  t h a t  you had with HALL--

A. ( In terpos ing)  No, we d idn '  t about C/1/20. 

Q. But t h i s  i s  B / 4 / 3 .  

A. Yeah. 

Q- And what you heard and what was d iscussed  was t h e  
1st Platoon. How about t h e  o t h e r  p la toons .  Did you hear  about 
them? 

A. -Ahou';-- the other p~ .a toons ,no; sir-

Q. Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem in B Com-
pany? 

A. I saw a l o t  of guys t h a t  used t o  smoke. 

Q. Did they smoke it on opera t ions?  

A. No. 

Q Do you t h i n k  marijuana had anything t o  do with 
what happened i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 1 d o n ' t  know, sir .  

Q- Was t h e  1st ? la toon j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  platoons
i n  t h e  company, o r  d i d  they normally g e t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l ,  o r  
could they be handled by t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and t h e  platoon 
l eader?  

a. Y e a h .  

Q How long had Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM been i n  command 
o f  t h a t  p la toon?  

A. I th ink  SPRAGGINS go t  h i t  i n  February,  I th ink .  
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ME$ WALSH: L ieutenant  WILLINGHAM would have seen  t h e  
bodies  t h a t  you saw walking through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
wouldn't  he? 

A. I guess.  


Q 0 
But he d i d  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d n qt he? 


A. 	 I t h i n k  so.  

And you saw 15 o r  20 women and c h i l d r e n ,  dead?Q o  


A. 	 Yes. Tha t ' s  what I th ink .  I 'm n o t  s u r e  about it. 

Q m  I understand you c a n ' t  be s u r e  about what 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM saw, b u t  do you know of any reason 
why he wouldn ' t  have seen  t h e  same t h i n g s  you saw? 

A. 	 No. 

Okay 

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s ta tement  t'!'!at might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  	 No, sir. 

Q. 	 I ' m  going t o  ask you t o  spend some t ime with Lieu- 
t e n a n t  Colonel NOLL a f t e r  lunch,  and g i v e  us a l i t t l e  i n f o r -  
mation on t h i s  photograph. We ' l l  r e c e s s  till 1300. 

M r .  FERNANDEZ, I want t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  in -
c luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  which may come be fo re  t h i s  board,  
except  as you may be requ i red  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

W e  want t o  g e t  people i n  he re  wi th  what they re-
member and n o t  wi th  what they 've  been i n £  luenced by someone , 
e l s e ' s  memory. Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. 	 Yes, s i r .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1200 hours ,  3 February 
1970 .) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1310 hours ,  
3 February 1970. ) 

LTC NOLL. On t h i s  photo map we've shown a dashed l i n e  which 
o u t l i n e s  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Shown lead ing  i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a  i s  a l i n e  of L ' s  po in t ing  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of march of  Lieu-
t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM and M r .  FERNANDEZ. Po in t  1 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM and M r .  FERNANDEZ en te red  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  This i s  a l s o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  they  were loca ted  
when t h e  v i l l a g e  was engaged. There a r e  b racke t s  a t  p o i n t  2 ,  
and i n s i d e  t h e  b racke t s  a r e  inc luded t h e  p o i n t  group, ma-
chinegun, and f i r s t  squad. These a r e  t h e  elements t h a t  commenced 
f i r i n g  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  Poin t  3 i s  a t  t h e  southern  end of  t he  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  we 've o u t l i n e d  " a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  ceased t h e  bun-
ker s  were blown." You followed genera l ly  t h e  path t o  t h e  south  
r i g h t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and went down t o  p o i n t  3 .  
As I understood i t ,  you s a t  down and r e s t e d  a t  t h e  end. 

A. Right . 
Q A t  t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  which w e  w i l l  make 
p o i n t  4 ,  you saw maybe s i x  o r  seven bodies  o u t s i d e  a bunker. 
Po in t  4 we ' re  p u t t i n g  down s i x  o r  seven bodies  t h a t  were 
ou t s ide  a bunker a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  Po in t  5 ,  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where TAYLOR was i n j u r e d  by a mine on t h e  second day of 
t h e  opera t ion .  Po in t  6 i s  t h e  a rea  from where s n i p e r  . 
f i r e  was rece ived  a f t e r  TAYLOR'S i n j u r y .  

This photo map was prepared from memory i n  Washing-
ton ,  D.C., on 3 February 1970, and I wonder i f  I could g e t  
you t o  s i g n  it. This a e r i a l  photograph i s  e n t e r e d  a s  Ex-
h i b i t  P-218. 

(Witness s i g n s  photograph a t  t h i s  t i m e . )  

LTC NOLL: The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1350 hours ,  3 February 
1970 .) 
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