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ADVERTISEMENT

To
THE READER.

L

IN s Sormer publication, I endeavoured to
inculcate an important leffon, by exemplefy-
ing be errors of fenfibility, or the permicious
confequences of indulged paffion, evem in a
mind of no common worth and powers. To
avoid, as I conceived, the poffibility of mif-
confiruélion, I fpoke of my beroine, in the
preface, not as an example, Jut as o
warning : yet the cry of flander was raifed
againft me; I was accufed of recommending
thofe exceffes, of which I laboxred to paint
the difaftrous effeéls. Left dullnefs or ma-
lignity fbould again wreff my parpofe, it
may be neceffary to premife, that, in deline-

ating,



ADVERTISEMENT.

ating, in the following pages, the mifchicfs
which bave enfued from the 100-great frefs
laid on tbe reputation for cbaflity in wo-
man, no difrefpes? is intended to this moft
important branch of temgeramce; the ce-
ment, the [uppert, and tbe bond, of focial
Virtue: it is the means only, which are xfed
20 enfure it, that I prefume 2o call in quef-
tion., Man bas bitherto been Jolicitous at
once to indulge bis own voluptuoufnefs and to
counterall its baneful tendencies : not Lefs tra-
gical than abfurd bave been the confequences|
Tbey may be traced in the corruption of our
Jouth; in the diffolutenefs which, like a flood,
bas overfpread the land; in the facrifice of
becatombs of villims. Let man revert 19
the fource of thefe evils; let bim be chafte
bimfelf, nor feck to recopcile contradittions.
Can the fireams run pure while the
Jountain is polluted?

IN-



e __ ]

INTRODUCTION.

A CHILD of misfortune, %
wretched outcaft from my fellow-
beings, driven with ignomidy from
focial intercourfe, cut off from
human fympathy, immured in the
gloomy walls of a prifon, I fpread
my hands and lift my eyes to the
Moral Governor of the Univerfe d
If, as I have been taught to believe,
a Being exifteth, who fearcheth
the heart, and judgeth not as man

Vor. L B judgeth,
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judgeth, to Him I make my laft
appeal from the injuftice and bar-
barity of fociety.

And thou, the vi&tim of defpo-
tifm, oppreffion, or error, tenant
of a dungeon, and fucceflor to its
prefent devoted inhabitant, fhould
thefe fheets fall into thy pofleffion,
when the hand that wrote them
moulders in the duft, and the {pirit
that di€tated ceafes to throb with
indignant agony, read; and, if
civil refinements have not taught
thy heart to refle®t the fenti-
ment which cannot penetrate it,
fpare from the contemplation of
thy own mifery one hour, and

devote
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devote it to the memory of a
fcllow-fafferer, who derives firm-
nefs from innocence, courage from
defpair ; whofe unconquerable fpi-
rit, bowed but not broken, feeks to
beguile, by the retrofpe@ of an
unfullied life, the fhort interval,
to which will fucceed a welcome
and never-ending repofe.

B 2 THE
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CHAP L

IN the firft dawnings of infant fenfibility,
the earlieft recolle@ions which I have of
my being, I found myfelf healthful,
fportive, happy, refiding in 2 romantic
village in the county of Monmouththire,
under the prote&tion of Mr. Raymond,
a fenfible and benevolent man, a linle
advanced beyond the middle period of

life, who, for fome years paft, had re-
B3 treated
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treated from the purfuits of a gay and
various life, and, with the fmall rem-
nant of an originally-moderate fortune,
had fecluded himfelf in a rural and phi-
lofophic retirement.

‘To the wifdom and kindnefs of my
~ benefaltor, who, with a contempt of
- vulgar prejudices, cherifhed notions fome-
~what fingular refpeQing female accom-
piifbments, T was indebted for a robuft
conftitution, a cultvated underftanding,
and a vigorous intelledt. 1 was carly
inured to habits of hardinefs; to fuffer,
without fhrinking, the changes and. in-
clemencies of the feafons; to endure
fatigue and occafional labour 3 to exercife
my ingenuity and exert my faculties, ar-
range my thoughts and difcipline my
imagination. At ten years of age, 1

could
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could ride the forelt-horfes without bri-
die or faddle; could leap a fence or fur-
mount a gate with admirable dexverity;
could climb the higheft trees, wreftle
with the children of the village, or min-
gle in the dance with grace and aitivity,
Tall, blooming, animated, my features
were regular, my complexion a nich
glowing brunette, my cyes vivacious and
fparkling; dark chefnut hair fhaded my
fice, and floated over. my thoulders in
Juxuriant profufion ; my figure was light
and airy, my ftep firm, my afpe& intclli-
gent, and my mind inquifitive,

The modeft and candid reader will
excufe this feeming vanity in the deferip-
tion of my perfonal accomplithments,
when informed, that the graces, with
which nature had fo liberally endowed

B4 me,
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me, proved a material link in the chaia
of events, that led to the fubfequent ine
cidents of my life; a life embittered
by unrelenting perfecution, and marked
by undeferved calamites; the meafure
of which appears at length to be filled
up.

Mr. Raymond inftruSed me in the
rudiments of the French, Italian, and
Latin, languages; in the elements of
geometry, algebra, and arithmetic. I
drew problems, calculated abftra& quan-
tities, and learned to apply my principles
to aftronomy, and other branches of na-
tural knowledge. The inftruttions of
my tutor were communicated with fo
‘muchkindnefs, my ftudies were fo blend-
ed with amufement,  fo little refiraint was
laid upon the freedom of my humour,

or
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or the wild fimplicity of my age, that
my leflons, my excrcifes, and my fports,
feemed but diverfified fources of plea-
fure and amufement.

Ignorant refpeiing the authors or the
circumftances of my birth, I felt too
happy and too carclefs to make them
fubje@s of inquiry, Mr. Raymond, to
my young and ardent imagination, ap-
peared at once imy parent, prote&orj and \
tutelar deity. I bounded into his arms
after every fhort abfence; I knew no
tranfport equal to that afforded me by
his fmiles and careflcs, and prattled to
him without apprehenfion or difguife; 1
was unacquainted with fear, and compre-
hended necither the nature of, nor the
temptations to, falfchood.

B CHAP.
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CHAP IL

I Had fcarcely completed my eleventh
year, when my bencfaltor was prevailed
‘upon, by the importunity of a friend, to
undertake the tuition of two youths, heirs
to-a gentleman of an ancient family and
ample fortune; who, defirous of beftow-
ing upon them a liberal education, dreaded
to expofe their morals to the coutagion
of a great fchool. Some embarrafiments
of a pecuniary nature affifted in determi-
ning my patron, whofe fpirit had not al-
ways confined idfelf within the limits of
his income, to accede the more readily to
the propofal of his friend, und preparations
were made for the accommodation of
this addition to our little houfchold, E-

very

i g
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very thing, which, at an early period of
life, promifés novelty, is attraltive. Re-
joicing in the anticipation of-this acceffion
to our family, I waited impatiendy for
the hour that would bring me new affo-
ciates in my ftudies and companions in
my fports.

The withed-for period at length ar.
rived, when the Honourable Mr. Pel-
ham, followed by his fons, William and
Edmund, alighted from a poft-coach at
the entrance of our rural habitation. Be-
ing with Mr. Raymond in his ftudy, on the
introdution of our guefls, 1 fcrutinized
with a lively curiofity their manners and
appearance. Mr. Pelham feemed to be
about the middle period of life, fome years
younger than my guardian; his carriage
was ftately and folemn, his air cold and

B6 referved,
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referved. . William, the eclder .of the
youths, was in his thirtcenth year; tall,
well - proportioned, handfome, adtive,
bold, and fpirited. Edmund, younger
by feveral years than his brather, was
fickly and delicate, his voice fecble, his
counténance amiable, and his manners
mild and gentle.

Some preliminary difcourfe enfued be-
tween Mr. Raymond and his gueft, re-

fpeting the abilities and future deftina-
tion of the lads; who were by no means
to degrade a long and illuftrious line of
anceftry by't.hc pralice of any profeflion
or commercial employment. Mr. Pel-
bam fummed up his dire&tions, by adding
emphatically, that, above all things, it
muft be the care of the preceptor {0
preferve his charge from forming any

- improper
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improper acquaintance, or humiliating
conneions, which might tend o interfere
with his views for their future dignity and
advancement. The fimily.honour, he
informed my patron, had been preferved
uncontaminated for many: generations,
and it was his pride that it fhould defcend

-unfullied to pofterity.

"The meaning of thefe expreffions I by
1o means-comprehended on their delive-
1¥, but various circumftances have fince
but t00 frequently recalled them to my
recolle®ion, and imprefled them upon
my feclings in chara&ters never to be ef-
faced. Mr. Pclham, during his ftay,
which was dll the enfuing morning,
fcarcely honored me with his notice,
excepting by a flight inquiry if I was the
daughter of his hoft,

* No,
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® No, fir,” replied my friend, *'I
“ have not the happinefs of calling ‘this
« lovely giil mine, except by adoption.
% She is an unfortunate orphan, whom it
* is equally my duty and my delight to
“ fhelter from a.world that will hardly
“ be inclined to do ber juftice, and upon
“ which fhe has few claims.”

- There was fomething ih' the tone of
Mr. Raymond’s voice, while he thus ex~
prefied himfelf, that thrilled through my
heart with 2 new and indefcribable fenfa-
ton. The awe with which ¥ had bees
imprefled by the prefence of his gueft
gave way to a more powerful and irrefif=
tible emotion ; throwihg my arms round-
the neck of my benefattor, I burft into
tears, and fobbed upon bis bofom. E-

qually




OFr PREJUDICE. 14

qually -furprifed and affc@ted by this
fudden tranfport, he gently foothed me;
while, w divert the paffion he had ua-
warily excited, . he propofed that I fhould
accompany the young gentemen into
the garden, and fhew them our col-
le&ion of botanical plants. For-the firft
time in my life, I had been. fenfible to
embarrafiiment, and a temporary feeling -
of depreffion and apprehenfion; a pre-
lude, as it fhould feem, to thofe anxi-
clics and forrows which have fince pur-
foed me with unmitigated feverity, a--
gainft which I have vainly ftruggled,
and whofe overwhelming confequences
I am no longer able to combat or e-
vade.

Withdrawing myfelf from the arms
of my patron, I breathed a heavy figh.
He
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He kiffed the tear from my glowing
cheek, while his meek eyes beamed with
kindnefi. I accepted his commiffion
with alacrity, pleafed to be delivered
from the prefence of Mr. Pelham, whofe
aufiere manners chilled my fpirits, and
fufpended the light and joyous fenfa-
tions, which, tll that inaufpicious mo-
ment, had converted every linle inci-
dent of my life into a new fource of
pleafure and entertainment.  Relieved
from the conftraint impofed by the be-
haviour of his father, William, wking
my hand, and gazing in my face with
an expreflion of lively fympathy, ad-
drefed me in kind and encouraging
accents.  'We proceeded, followed by
his brother, to the garden, where the
imprefions from the preceding  feene
were quickly forgotten, We laugheds

wreftleds
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wreitled, romped, contended in various
fports and feats of a&ivity, in the bold-
nefs and agility of which I emulated
my companion, while my daring ftie
mulated him to greater exertion. If {
found myfelf foiled by his fuperior ftrength
and ftature, yet, in courage, in fpis
rit, in dexterity, and refource, he was
compelled to acknowledge he had met
with no contemptible rival.

In a fhort time, from a mutual dife
Play of congenial qualities and an in-
terchange of kindnefs, we became tho-
roughly impreffed with affection for cach
other.  Enjoying the prefent, and an-
ticipating the future, with the light and -
fanguine fpirits of youth, I forgor, in
the fociety of the fon, the painful feel-
ings infpired by the prefence of the fa-

ther,
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ther. Edmund, whom iafirm health had, '
by its enfeebling effefls, prevented from f
participatiag in our fports, feemed, ne- |
verthelefs, exhilarated by our gambols,
and caught, from fympathy, a portion
of the hilarity of which he was inca-

pacitated from wking a more adtive
thare,

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

A Generous emulation infpired me with
redoubled ardour in the purfuit of my
ftudies. William, with quick percep-
tions and a vigorous imagination, was
carclels, diffipated, fond of pleafure, and
averfc to application: Edmund, with a
mind and temperament lefs alive and
lively, outftripped, by habits more at-
tentive and perfevering, the progrefs of
his brother. While the gentle Edmund
initerefted my fympathy, and infpired me
with tendernefs, the warm affeQions,
lively feelings, and enterprifing fpirit,
of William were better fuited to my
habits and temper. In the hours of

amufcment, we became infeparable ; we
feemed
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feemed animated but by one heart and
one mind; we took our leflons toge-
ther; and, when (2 cafe by no means’
unfrequent) William loitered in his €x-
ercifes ‘or left his tafk unfinithed, I re-
doubled ‘my diligence and applications
that I might have leifure to aflift him.
Mr. Raymond perceived with pleafure
the harmony which fubfifted between U5
and encouraged wus in reciprocal aés
of fympathy a7d Kindnefs: ‘regarding
youth as the proper feafon for the cul-
tivation of focial affe@ions, he delighted
in obferving the guilelefs and innocent
teftimonies of friendfhip which we mutu-
ally manifefted and received. The dif-
pofition of William was fomewhat im-
petuous, impatient of control, and -
able to fudden gults of paffion; ¥y

thefe emotions were tranfient ; his im-

preflion
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preflions, more livcly than permanent,
readily yiclded to new obje@s and new
occurrences. An incident which oc-
curred at this period, though in itfelf
trifling, is too charaeriftic to be omit-
ted.

The lord of the manor, who refided
not far from our cottage, was parti-
cularly curious in his fhrubs and fruit-
trees, and we were ftn&ly pmlnbmcd
from trefpaffing, on any pretence or
otcafion, on his premifes. Sauntering,
one fine fummer’s evening, near the
park-palings, we obferved, within the
enclofure, but not far diftant, “an open
green-houfe, from the windows of which
hung a large and tempting clufter of
grapes, of uncommon ripenefs, bloom,
and beauty,

¢ M;'u-y’”
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“ Mary,” faid William, taking my
hand, and pointing to the forbidden fruit;
“ I have a great inclination to procure
« fome of thofe grapes that hang 0
“ invitingly. * What fay you? fhould
 you not like, this warm evening, 0
“ partake a refrefhment fo cooling and
« delicious?”

* No, no, William,"” replied I, averting
my cyes from the lufcious bait, * you
“ know my father,” (fo was I accuf-
tomed t0 call my dear benefator,)
“ who never reftri®s us unreafonablys

* has, on this fubje®, given vs a par-
“ ticular caution.”

“ Mr. Raymond is over fcrupulous,”
rejoined William, reddening, and quick-
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ening his pace. * And you,” added he,
leering flily in my face, * like the reft
“ of your weak fex, are.timid and fpi-
L ﬁ&"‘.p

 Is this kind, William? Is it juft2”

“ Well, but, Mary, I have 1 ftrange
“ fancy for thofe grapes. 1 with alfo
“ that you fhould fhare them with me.
“ Your father will know nothing about
¢ the matter, unles we fhould be filly
“ enough to betray ourfelves.”

“ But fuppofe he fhould hear of it,
“ and qucftion me on the fubjek; 1
“ never yet concealed any thing from
“ him; and I could not tell a falfchood”
(in a foftened voice) * even for yew,’
[ 4 Wmi‘m.”

¢« Foolith
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¢ Foolith giri! he loves you too well,
“ and you know it, to be angry with
P yw.n

¢ Ah, William, is that & reafon. why
“ 1 fhould venture to difpleafe him "

“ Your friendthip for me is weak,

¢ fince you will hazard nothing to oblige
(4 me-.lt

“ But yom, alfo, will incur his &
« pleafire, William.

.« 1 care not; it is enough, 1 have
¢ given up the point. In future, I fhall
“ better. know how to make -an efti-

 mate of your cburage and affe@ion.”

Crring
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Saying which, he turned from me,
apparently difgulted, and was prefcidy
out of fight. I remained, for fome mo-
ments, involved in a train of reflec-
tions, equally painful and perplexing.
The unkind and petulant reproaches of
William had pierced my heart: be had
alfo queftioned my courage. This I could
have fubmitted to; but had he not like-
wife affeGted to doubt my lve? — I
paced backward and forward, agitated
by contending feelings. Should I vio-
late almoft the only injun&ion of my
indulgent patron? Should I add to dhar
violation . the. meannefs of concealment
or evafion? My eycs filled ‘with. tears,
and my bofom palpitated. Should I
cxpofc myfelf to dete&ion from the
fquire and his family, and fuffer the

Vor. L C - imputation
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imputation of gluttony and trefpafs?
An indignant glow fuffafed my check.
But, then, what a fweet compenfation
would the confcioufnefs afford, that it
was. not for felfith  gratification 1 had
fubje@ed myfelf to hazard and cenfare,
out to ferve and oblige my friend. The
difficulties and poflible mortifications at-
tending the enterprife would but enhance
its value; I fhould prove, at once, my
fpirt and my affedtion: the rifk, 00,
would be all mine; the abfence of Wil-
liam muft exonerate him from. blame,
and his fhare in the tranfa@ion might
reft in my own bofom: to Edmund,
alfo, whom the fervour of the weather
has rendered feverith and indifpofed,
how refrefbing and grateful would be
this delicious frui. The laft confide-
ration fixed the wavering balance, and

confirmed
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confirmed my refolution. To a young
cafuift thefe reafonings bore a fpecious
appearance :  affuming the vefpeltable
forms of gererofity and tendernefs, they
dazzled, and finally prevailed.

With fome difficulty, 1 furmounted
~the fence, and proceeded boldly to-
wards the green-houfe. 'Having feized
and fecured the tempting bait, 1 wis
about to retreat with the fpoil, when
a burft of mirth from behind a thicket,
accompanied with loud fhoutings, fuf~
pended my fteps, and fixed me mo-
tionles with furprife. I held in my
hand the proof of my guil, the coo-
fcioufnefs of which fhook my frame
with a trepidation to which it had been
lide accuftomed. A tumultuous party

of young men iffued from s grove,
Ca and
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and advanced haftily towards me: I at-
tempted not to fly, bur,. rallying my
fpivits, firmly waited their approach.

“ Ah! my litde 1afs,” cried the fore-
moft, feizing me,  have we caught
“ you in the fa&? — DeteQion, upon
“ my foul!” ‘(attcmpting to fnatch the
fruit, which I refolutely grafped:) « a
¢ true daughter of Evel”

As I fruggled to difengage myfelf
from his hold, a large ftraw hat, which
fhaded my foce from the fun, fell back,
and, fufpended by the riband, hung
upon my fhoulders; over which, my
difhevelled hair fireamed in wild dif-
order.

Starting
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Starting backward a few paces, and
ftaring rudely in my face, * By Godi”
faid he, « 4 litde beauty! a Hebe! a
“ wood-nymph! I muft and will have
“a kifs; and, d—n me! you fhall
*“ be welcome to all the grapes in the

“ green-houfe.”

Shocked and affrighted by a bruta-
lity of manner fo novel and uncxpe@-
ed, with a fudden fpring I evaded his
grafp, and, winged by terror and dif-
8ull, fiew towards the boundaries of
the park with inconceivable fwiftnefs.
Having diftanced  my purfuers, and
fcrambled over the fence, with my
clothes torn, my hands and arms bruifed,
feratched, and ftreaming with blood,
I ruthed towards the dear and well-

C3 known
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known afylum, the peaceful manfion
of my revered benefalor, ftill retain-
ing in my hand the faml caufe of my
fault and of my terror. On the threfh-
old of our cottage I encountered Mr.
Raymond, sccompanied by his pupils.
Panting, breathlefs; heated by the fer-
vour of the weather, fluthed by the
confcioulnefs of guilt, and exhaufted by
perturbation and fatigue, I ran into his
arms, that feemed to open fpontaneoufly
to receive me,

“ Maryl my childl” exclasimed my
more than father, in an accent of fo-
licitude and alarm, ¢ why this terror,,
“ this agitation? What has injured,
¢ what has befallen, my child 2”

Unable
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Unable to reply, my hcad funk on
my bofom, while a few tears, forcing
their way, ftole down my burning
cheek. Difengaging myfclf from the
arms of my friend, I perceived Wil-
liam, whofe countenance manifefted e-
vident figns of confufion, gliding from
the prefence of his tutor, and ftealing
gendy into the houke. I ftarted; and,
precipitately advancing towards him, put
into his hands the fruit I had fo dearly
purchafed,

* What means all this?” interrogated
Mr. Raymond. ¢« Whence came thofe
‘“ grapes? Why do you give them to
(14 Wnﬁam ?’,

Ca « They
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* They came, fir,” (I dared not call
him by the endearing name of father,)
“ from the green-houfe of Sir Peter

“ Ofborne: I give them o William,
“ becaufe . 1 love bim.»

William blufhed, and hung his head.

“ Exphin yourfelf, 'my childi You
“ fpeak in enigmas,”

“ I have nothing more to fay, fir,”

- % Who gave you the fruit? and how

“ know you that it belonged to Sir Pe-
“ ter Ofborne?”

* No perfon gave it to me; I took it
e myfdﬂn

¢ How!
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& How! what! took it yourfclf! is
“ it poffible? How did you gain sc-
® cefs to the green-houfe

“ ] climbed over the fence, and
“ plucked the grapes, which hung from
“ an open cafement.”

Mr. Raymond appeared petrified with
aftonithment.

“ Who faw you? Whence came this
“ blood? Who has wounded you and
“ torn your clothes? How came you
“ in this condition ?”

“ I was difcovered by fome gente-
“ men, whom the trees had concealed

“ from me, One of them feized and
Cs « terrified
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“ terrified me: I efcaped from his
* hands; and, in my hafte to regzin
« the road, bruifed and tore my-
« felf.”

While I thus arteflly replied to the
inquiries of my friend, 1 ventured not
to lift my eyes to his: a confufed con-
fcioufnefs of my fault fathed upon my
mind, depriving it of its wonted confi-
dence.

¢« Well, Mary,” refumed he, and
fighed, * you have now only to give
« me a recital of the motives which
« influenced you to this extraordinary
« ftep, with the fame ingenuoufnefs with
« which you have already related the
¢ tranfaltion and its confequences. I
¢ confefs, I know not how to fulpe&t
« you
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“ you of gluttony : did you mean to eat

“-Was it merely to prefent them to
“ William that you fubjected yourfcif tos
“ fituation thus painful and humiliating?*

1 bluthed, trembled, and was filent.

“ Did William require of you this fa-
“ Ccrifice?”

* No, fir.”

“ I perceive,” replied he, coldly,
 you are not irclined to give me fa-
 tisfation upon this fubje. I with
® not w0 extors your confidence.”

Cé6 My

;——4
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My heart fwelled almoft to burfi-
ing; but I reftraned its emotions. I
dthed no tears; my downcaft eyes re-
mained fixed upon the ground. Cold
fhiverings feized me, which were in 8
few minutes fucceeded by = burning
heat. My lungs feemed opprefled; 8
pain darted through my temples; I re-
fpired with dificalry. Mr. Raymond,
coming towards me, took my hand:
the pulfe throbbed bencath his fin-

gers.
e« Poor child!” faid he, in a ton¢

of concern, © you are in a high fe-
« ver; you have overheated your

« blood.”
Leading
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‘Leading me into the houfe, be de-:
livered me to the care of the houfe-
keeper, who retdred with me to my
chamber. I paffed a reftlefs night ; and,
towards morning, became much -worfe.
In the courfe of the enfuing day, the
fymptoms appeared fufficiently threat-
ening to fill my benefattor with ferious
apprehenfion, and induce him to. call
in medical aid. The phyfician pro-
hounced my diforder to be a fearlet fe-
ver, which had lately been prevalent in

the neighbouring hamlet.

In the mean time, fearcely quitting
my apartment, Mr. Raymond watched
every turn of my difeafe, treating me
Wwith the moft foothing tendernes.  This

kindnefs gave an additional pang to my
heart:
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heart: 1 felt myfelf unworthy of his
goodnefs; and, by the ftruggles of my
mind, increafed the violence of my dif-
temper. On the third day, the fever
abated, and my diforder began to af-
fame ‘a more favourable afpect. My
dear patron teftified the moft lively
joys bntlwasﬁillfarfrombdngrc—

conciled to myfelf.

My young companions, I was in-
formed, had, to preferve them from
infetion, becen removed to 8 neigh-
bouring farm-houfe, and ftrictly inter
dicted from approaching our habita-
ton.

On the fifth day of my indifpo-
ftion, while redlining on a fophs, in
a fmall room that looked towards the

sﬂdcn.a
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8arden, whither I had been removed
for the benefit of the air, Mr.Ray-
mond having juft retied to his fiue
dy, the door fuddenly flew open,
When William, ruthing in, threw him-
fIf upon my neck, and, tenderly em-

me, burft into a pafion of
tears,

“ Ah, my dear Maryl” cried be,
in a vojce interrupted by fobs, « I can
“ never pardon ‘myfelf the fufferings 1
“ have occafioned you. I was deter-
“ mined to fee you and implore. your
« f'Ol‘gchncfs,- nor fhould all the world
* have prevented me,”’

As he thus fpoke, my patron, alarmed
% hearing an unufual noife in the spart-
ment, from: which his ftudy was not

far
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far diftant, re-entered. I had difen-
giged myfelf, with features exprefling
confternation and horror, from the em-
braces of William,

“ Take him awayl”. exclimed I
clafping my hands together in an agony,
and trying to avoid him. « Oh, mke
“ him away! He will catch the fever;
“ he will be fick and die; and, then,
* what will become of Mary!”

‘Mr. Raymond advanced with a ferious

and refolute afpe®. William funk upon
his knees,

“ Tell her, fir,” fuid he pafionately,
“ that I have confefied all the truth,
“ that I repent of my folly and wicked-
“ nefs, and fhall never be happy il

« |
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“ I have obuained her and your for-
“ givenehs.”

His «.or, without reply, led him
from the room; and, giving him in
charge to a fervant, to be reconducted
© the farm, returned to me.

“ What uncafinefs,” faid he, on en-
tering, « has this rath boy occafioned
“usl I feared to menton the fub-
“ je@ to my liwde girl,” (tenderly o~
king my hands in his,)  kfty in ber
“ weak fate, ic might have given ber
“ diturbance; but Jet me now affure
“ her, that her conduét in the affuir,
“ though certainly imprudent and not
“ cotirely blamekfs, has neverthelkfs
“ endeared her to my heart with, if pof-

“ fible, a thoufand additional tics.”
I
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1 threw myfelf into his arms, and
weps aloud, delicious tears of reconcili-
ation and grateful affe@ion: he wiped
them with his handkerchief, kiffed me
tenderly, and, artfully changing the fub-
je&, gradually foothed and tranquillized
my {pirits.

CHAP.
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CHAP 1IV.

I Had fearcely recovered from the ef-
feQs of my indifpofiion, whea Wil-
liam, fickening, difcovered evident figns
of infe@ion, Mr. Raymond, alarmed
by thefe appearances, after having again
removed Edmund, fent an exprefs 0
Mr. Pclham, with an- account of the
fitvation of his fon. Mr. Pclham re-
Wrned with the meflenger. On his ar--
Tival, the cruption had lpptll'ed. at-
tended with threatening fymptoms. . Du-
ring many days, ‘the event was doubt~
ful; we fluttuated alternately between
hope and fear: I could fearcely be torn
from the apartment, to tske neceflary

7et and refrefhment: William would
receive
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receive nothing but from my hands,
while I wept inceflantly over fufferings I
was unable to alleviate,

- At length, the diforder took a fa-
vourable turn. William daily acquired
health and frength; his father, every
apprehenfion of danger being now re-
moved, returned to town; and, in a few
weeks, no other confequences remained

of the malady than a flight degree of
languor and weaknefs,

This incident, which I regarded as
s grateful proof of his affe@ion, add-
ed to the remembrance of his fuffer-
ings on my account, ferved but to en-
dear him to me yet more tenderly. I
redoubled my cares and efforts to oblige
and amufe him,

As
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As the health of William became en-
tirely re-eftablithed, we returned to our
fPorts and occupations with renewed fpi-
rit and glee,

One fine aurumnal morning, rambling
through the fields, juft afier fun-rife,
8 was our cuftom, we heard the cry
of the dogs and the fhours of the hua-
. We ran, with youthful curiofity,
towards a fane, whence the mingled
founds, returned by the echoes, femed
' procced. We had fearcely reached
the place, when a hare, panting, breath-
e, and limping, ruthed paft us, and
f‘u»ll"r:wpaou.diﬁxnt,tothegxwoun_d.
1 Bew towards the diftrefied animal, and,
tl"’“Shtlcfs‘t)f'mydangc:r,.tlu'ewmyftll'
l’°ﬁd':itoatlu:tm-t’, endcsvouring ©0

thelter



b

46 THE VICTIM

fhelter it with my feeble arms. The
dogs advanced in full cry; I fhricked;
William ran to my afliftance, when
the huntfman, fuddenly appearing in
fight from a winding of the lane, and
obferving our perilous fituation, calied
off the eager animals, who were within
a fhort diftance of their trembling, de-
fencelefs, prey. Some gentlemen riding
up, one of them loudly cricd to us to
quit the hare; while the poor animal,
his fides palpitating, feemed to look
wiftfully in my face, as imploring pro-
tection. My heart melted with com-
paffion: I hovered ftill more  clofely
over the panting vitim, difdaining any
reply to his favage perfecutors. The
gentleman, leaping from his horfe, ad-
vanced towards me; when William, in-
tercepting, dared to oppoﬁ: him. Bran-

dithing
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dithing his horfe-whip, he threatened
© exercife it upon my friend, when,
farting from the ground, and futhing
between them, I received feveral fimart
ftrokes, defigned for William, over my
teck and fhoulders. The femainder of
the company now interpofed,

-« For fhame, Sir Peter!” faid a gen-
teman, who, having alighted from his
h°'f°, haflened to my -relicf: ¢« do not

* exeir this unmanly rage agunﬂ de-
“ fencelefs children: the humanity, cou-
“ rage, and fpirit, of chis Litle lafs de-
“ frve better trestment.”

“ De—n me,” replied the keen fportf-
Man, « am I to have my {fport inter-
«“ fupted by a peafant’s brats?”
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As his friend held his arm, percei-
ving Willam no longer in danger, I
returned to my charge, who, exhaufted
by fatigue, was unable to efcape from
the fpot on which it had funk. My
neck and arms bore marks of the rough
difcipline 1 had received, yet I neither
uttered a complaint nor fhed a tear:
indignation infpired me with a- fullen
fortitude; while, in the fimart of blows
acquired in the caufe of humanity and
fricndthip, 1 found only a fource of
triumph. The whole party, having by
this time alighted, furrounded us, when
my adverfary, after ftaring for fome

moments rudely in my face, fhouted in
a difcordant tone,

3 May
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“ May I be d—ned if this is noc
“ the liule thief that ftole the grapes
“ from the green-houfe? By G—d!
“ my pretty dear! you fhall not ef-
“.cape me now; but fhall pay the
“ full forfeic of all your trefpaies.”

Saying which, he feized me, and,
cafping me in his arms, kiffed me
with an odious violence.. 1 fhricked,
ftruggled, and fought, with all my
ftrength, William, fecing me fo freely
and roughly treated, fnatched the- whip
of my perfecutor, which, in the con-
teft, had fallen to the ground, and af-
faulted him with fury. Obliged to re-
linquith his prey, he turned to defend
himfelf from the attack of my cham-
Pion, whom his companions, with dif-

VYou. L D ficulty,
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ficulty, rcleafed from his vengeance.
The gentleman who had at firlt been
my advocate again interpofed.

“ 1 infit upon it, Sir Peter,” faid
he, in 2 refolute tone of voice, ¢ that
¢ you commit no more violence upon
“ thefe young people, who have given
“ you no ferious caufe of offence, and
“ whom I am determined to prote&.”

After fome altercation, peace was re-
ftored, we were permitted to depart,
and the hare was, by the general voice of
the company, awarded to me, 25 & re-

compenfe for my courage and fufferings
in its defence,

Mr. Raymond, to whom our unufual
abfence had occafioned fome folicitude,
met
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ot us on our return, William rela-
ted circumftantially to him all that had
paffed. Regarding me with looks of
affectionate concern and intereft; he ap-
plauded my fpiric and bumanity, re-
Peatedly prefling me to his heart. There
Was an affelting folemnity in his voice
and manner that ftruck upon my fpi-
ris. He fighed frequently, as he gazed
upon the marks which the difcipline of
the whip had inflied, and turned from
me, as if to hide a ftarting tear.

“ I do not mind them,” faid L, ob-
ferving his concern. ¢ Have you not
‘ taught me, my dear father, that, in

- the caufe of righs, we fhould contemn

“ bodily pain? Befides,” (clafping my
hands together with an animated gef-
ture,) < [ rejoice in thefe fcars; were

D3 ¢ they



g2 THE VICTIM

“ they not blows intercepted from Wil-
“ liam?”

Mr. Raymond, apparently overcome
by an emotion that would no longer

be controlled, quitted us precipitately.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

BY thefe lLittle incidents, the innocent
and growing tendernefs between myfelf
and my youthful companion was in-
creafed and cemented. - For the firlt
time, reflc@tions occurred to the mind
of my benefator that occafioned him
fome uncafinefs: yet, he was too wife
to rifk, by any prematurc hint or pre-
Caution, the giving a reality to- what,
at prefent, he hoped was but a chimeri-
aal evil,

The animal we had refcued from the
fportlmen was, by our care and affidu-
Ities, in a fhort time reftored to health

and vigour,
D3 ¢ Let
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“ Let us give him freedom,” faid
I to William, who propofed to reftrain
him. ¢« Liberty, my father has told
“ me, is the truet and moft invalua-
« ble goodi He has no longer need
s of our affiftance: he would pine with
“ us while fequeftered from his fellows
“ and companions: let us not be more
¢ barbarous than the favages who would
4¢" have fhed his blood.”

“To the juftice of thefe reafonings
William aflented, and we reftored our
happy and bounding captive to_his na«
tive woods.

Thefe incidents had impreficd me
with 2 horror for the name and cha-
ralter of Sir Peter Ofborne, whofe

grounds
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grounds and their environs I cautioufly
avoided,

Happy in the fociety of my young
Companions, time glided fwiftly away
in a thoufand varied pleafures. We
continued to improve in ftature and
in knéwledge: we reccived our lefions
in common. The feeble health of Ed-
mund was an impediment to his ace
Quirements: William’s gaicty and diffi-
Pation interrupted his application. I
outftripped both my companions: with
an altive mind and an ardent curio-
fy, I conceived an enthufiaftic Jove
of fcience and literature. Mr. Raymond
dire€ted my attention, encouraged my
emulation, and afforded me the moft
liberal afiftance,

D4 Mr.
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Mr. Pclham occafionally recalled his
fons, to make fhort vifits to his houfe
in London. During their abfence, my
vivacity forfook me and my fpirits lan-
guithed. On their return, William.and
I bounded into each. other’s embraces;
while, all life, fpirit, and gaiety, we
laughed and prattled, eagerly related
the litle occurrences of our feparation,
and, in the joyous prefent and anticipated
future, forgot the anxicties and vexations

of the paft.

William at length entered into - his
nineteenth, and I into my feventeenth,
year, Tall, healthful, glowing, my per-
fon already began to difplay all the
graces and the bloom of womanhood:
my underftanding was cultivated and ma-

ture,
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ture, but my heart fimple and guile-
ks, my temper frank, and my man-
ners wild and untutored. My bene-
faCtor had, for fome time paft, anxioufly
Watched the growing attachment be-
tween myfelf and his pupil. He, decply
regretted the painful neceffity of check-
ing & fympathy at once fo natural, vir-
tuous, and amiable. He knew not how
0 debauch the fimplicity of my. mind
by acquainting me with the manners
and maxims of the world.. How could
he, to.my unfophifticated underftanding,
exphain the motives which influenced his
<ondué? or, unfolding them, how be able:
t repel my artlefs, but juft, reafoning?
Painful fufpicions affailed him: he began
© doubt whether, in' cultivating. my
mind, in foftering a virtuous fenfibility,
in imbuing my heart with principles of

Ds Juflice
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juftice ‘and re@titude, he had not been
betraying my happinefs! ——— Graciows
God! what muft be the habits of foci-
ety, which could give rife o fuch an
apprehenfion?  An apprehenfion, alas!
which, in thefe embittered moments, I
feel but too much inclined to believe
verified. Prudence feems no longer to
be underftood in its juft and original
fignification, — The wife government of
our inordinate defires, a graceful re-
gard to the propriety of our attions,
a rational and dignified fel-refpect: in
its ftead has been fubflituted a fordid
calculation of fclf-intereft, a bigotted
attachment to forms and femblances, a8
perfevering fuppreffion of every gencrous,
evéry ardent, every amiable, affetion,
that fhould threaten to interfere with ous
bafer and more finifter views.

CHAP
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CHAP VL

ONE evening, after pafliog the day
with William in our ufual lively affec-
tionate intercourfc, Mr. Raymond fent
for me to his ftudy. I obeyed his
fummons with alacrity, and, on enter-
ing, ran towards him with the light-
nefs of fpirit with which I had beca
accuftomed to conform myfelf to his
moft indifferent requefts. He appearcd
Dot to receive me with his ufusl cheer-
fulnefs; an expreflion of perplexity fas
upon his features, while a cloud hung
over his brow, My fpirits caught the
alarm,

D6 ¢ My
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¢ My father!” faid I, in an accent
of anxiety and concern, taking his hand,
and looking tenderly in his face; * you
« are not well. What has difcompofed
« you? -Spcak to me. Can 1 do no-
¢« thing to ‘ferve or relieve you?™

"« Sit down, my love! Nothing has
¢ happened: I am not ill; I merely
« wifh to have a litde converfation with
¢ you.'?

«« Ah!” kiffing his hands alternatcly,
« have I been fo unhappy as to dif-
« pleafe you? Do let ‘me know my
« error, that I may inftantly repair it.”

¢« You never difpleafed me; you are
“ incapable of difpleafing me: I know
« of
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® of no fault which you bave, unlef§
“ it be an excefs of goodnefs. . The
“ concern which I feel at prefent ari-
“ fes folely from the fear that I fhall
“ be compelled to wound the gende
“ nature of my beloved grl”

“ Go on, dear fir; I am fadisfied,
“ you cannot exa®t from me what i
“ unreafonable, you cannot demand of
“ me more than I will cheerfully per-
 form.>

Clafping me to his breaft, he em-
braced me with paternal kindnefs. * I
“ have been to blame to alarm you
“ by this folemnity ; there is no caufe
“ for it;” (and he affeted to finile;)
“ your delicacy and your quicknefs will
* lead you readily to comprchend the

¢ motives
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* motives which oblige me to require
 of you what may, at firft, perhaps,
“ appear a facrifice fomewhat pain-
€ fuL”

I gazed on him with a mixture of
aftonithment, curiofity, and folicitude,
He proceeded, after a few moments he-
fitation,

* You are now, my dear Mary, ap-

“ proaching towards womanhood: I be-
* hold the lovelinefs of your perfon and
“ the graces of your mind with all a pa-
€ rent’s partial fdndncfs, but with all a
¥ parent’s anxiety./ Your own excellent
“ underftanding will fuggeft to you, that
“ propriety of alion varies at different
%¢ periods of life; that our focial and
¥ relative dutics are perpetually changing,
« md’
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* and, as they change, fuggeft to ws dif-
“ tn@ modes of condu@. The firft and
“ moft camneft purpofe of my cares
“ and precepts has been, by forming
“ you to virtue, to fecure your bsp-
 pinefs: for this end, 1 have laboured
“ to awaken, excite, and ftrength-
“ en, your mind. An enlightened in-
“ telle@ is the higheft of human en-
“ dowments; it affords us an incx~
“ bauftible fource of power, dignity,
s and cnjoymcn:, ¢ Of extraordinary
“ wlents, like diamonds of uncommon
 magnitude, ic has been truly faid,
“ calculation cannot find the valve®
% Their favoured pofieflors are the ge-
“ nuine fovereigns of mankind: they

— - g

v'w;dma&.lva‘-
« diredt,
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s dire@, they model, they govern, the
¢ world. But I will not try to con-
“ ceal from you, that the vivid fenfa-
“ tions, - exquifite fenfibilities, powerful
¢ encrgies, and imperious paffions, which
“ neceffarily accompany fuperior men-
¢ tal excellence, have but too frequent-
«ly, when kLabits of felf-government
¢ and indcpendence of mind have not
* been _carIy and affiduoufly cultivated,
« ferved but to betray the poffeffor, to
« plunge him into deeper and more
¢ deplorable ruin, to gild the wreck
¢« over which humanity weeps and oem-
« bles. Poifons the moft deadly are
« produced amidft the luxurious vege-
& tation of the tropics: compared with
¢ the lion of the African defert, in
¢ ftrength, in fize, in ferocity, the fa-
“ vage animal who inhabits the nor-

s thcm
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thern wildernefs is tame and power-
lefs,

“ I perceive, with pride and plea-
fure, the. vigorous. promife of your
blofloming faculties; I rejoice that
my cfforts have not been fruitkefs,
that my fpeculations have not proved
an idle theory, nor my plans and ex-
petations . a philofophic dream: yet
the higheft and the proudeft boaft of
Benius were vain, but as 2 meaw to 20
end, If I have not fecured your hap-

“ pinefs and rendered you ufeful to fo-

L {4

«

({4

({4

Ciety; if I have not taught you
fubdue yourfelf, to fubject your fecl-
ings, to direét your views fteadily to
obje&s worthy ‘of your atcention, t0
contemn the fuggeftions of & near and

partial intereft, to triumph over the
« imperious
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imperious demands of paffion, to yicld
only to the diates of right reafon
and truth ; my cares have indeed been
worthlefs and my eforts vain: in-
finitely more enviable will be the lot
of the peafant, who, toiling ‘ceafelcfs
through the day, draws from the fte-
rile earth a feanty fuftenance, fatif-
fies the cravings of nature, and re-
pofes in the hovel of indigence;
who has neither leifure to fecl, nor
capacity to comprehend, the muki-
plied fources of anguith from which

the fhafts of difappointment draw

thgir deadly venom, while they tranf-
fix and rankle in the tender and fuf-
ceptible heart,”

My benefaltor paufed here: his face

glowed; his tones were unufually touch-

ng,
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ing, they thrilled through my nerves:
he looked wittfully in my face: his eyes
were moift with tears, yet illumined
With a benign luftre s their mild and
Penctrating rays feemed to pervade my
foul.  Grafping his hand, I bad funk
Unconfcioufly upon my knees before him,
and, while I cagerly examined his fea--
tures, caught every accent as it pro-
cceded from his lips. My bofom throb-
bed refponfively to the fentiments which
he uttered: I held in my breath, lft §
fhould interrupt or lofe a fingle fylla-
ble: I fekt animated as by a divine en-
- thufiafm, my thoughts clevated, my
mind expanded. For fome minutes af-
ter he ceafed to fpeak, I continued to
gaze, to liften; every faculty of my
foul abforbed, wrapt in artention. Rai-

fing me from the ground, he gently
re-feated
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re-feated me: I clafped my hands, and
exclhimed with fervour,

% Name the facrifice you require;
« diftruft not the mind you have form-
* ed; your diftates and thofe of res-
« Jon are the fame, they have ever been
 uniform and invariable. Behold me,
“ my father, refigned to your will1”

Mr. Raymond rofe, vifibly affe&ed,
and traverfed the room with a quick,

but unequal, pace, At length, turning
towards me,

“Itis I, my dear Mary,” faid he,
“ who want firmnefs, who am unable
* o give an example of the fortitude
“ I would fain inculcate. Your artlefs,
“ your affe&tionate cloquence unnerves

“ me.
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“ me. How fhall I tell you that I
“ doubt | muft, for a time, -rob my-
“ felf of the joy of my life, the ten-
 der attentions, carefles, and fociety,
“ of my little girl. Yes, itis, I feel,
“ but too- neceffary that we fhould fe-

“ panate, for days, for months, perhaps
“ for years”

I flarted, trembled, fhuddered; I felt
3 fudden revulfion of blood and fpirits ;
" a moment my face -was bathed in
tears. Seizing the hand of my bene-
factor, I wept bitterly.

“ What have I done?” cried I paf-
ﬁonaucly, in a voice interrupted by fobs,
* that T muft be exiled from your pre-
“ fence? Whom have I in the world

“ but you and William? Ah! you will
¢ row



70 THE VICTIM

« foon ceafe to be troubled with an
* unhappy orphan; I fhall not long
< furvive when banithed from youl”

Yiclding to the firlt burft of feelng,
-my patron folded me in his arms, and
fhed over me a flood of tears. His
uianly fpirit for a time vainly contend-
ed with his emotions, till, making a
ftrenuous effort, he ftruggled with dnd
fubdued himfcH, affumed an afpe@ of
more compofure, and gently foothed
my diftrefs, till I became gradually re-
figned and tranquil

« It is from William,” tefumed Mr.
Raymond, in a feverer tone, ¢ that I
« think it prudent to fcparate you.”
A convulfive tremor fhook my frame: —
without feeming to remark my emotion,

he
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he proceeded. « I will not deceive
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you, my child, by fulfe and fecble
Pretences.  With the purity and the
fimplicity of your heart I am well
acquainted. The mutual harmony
and tendernefs which has fubfifted
between you and your young com-
Panions I have hitherto regarded with
equal approbation and pleafure; but
the feafon now approaches when, cv'cn
by the excefs of a Jaudable and vir-
Wous fenfibility, you may be be-
trayed into a fituation the moft threat-
cning and perilous. You are now
no longer children; you are too l.ovcly
and ‘too fufceptible to indulge in. an
i“tﬂ’courfc, however amiable, inno-
cent, and full of charms, which may
lead to confequences that timely cau-

1 it not
“ tion only can avert. Were it

« for
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for certain prejudices, which the world
has agreed to refpe@ and to ob-
ferve, I fhould perceive your grow-
ing terdernefs with delight, and hail
it as the prefage and the fecurity of
virtue; but I am refponfible to ano-
ther tribunal than that of reafon and
my own heart for the fenuments and
condu&  of this young man, and I
dare not betray my truft.. Your child-
ilh affociation has been a reciprocal
fource of moral and mental improve-
ment: thus far let us congratulate
curfelves, and reap the bencfit: but
the imperious ufages of fociety, with
a ftern voice, now command us to
paufe. ¥ Her mandates, often irratio-
nal, are, neverthelefs, always dcfpotic :
contemn them, — the hazard is cer-

 tain, and the penalty may be tremen-

¢« dous.
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dous. Some vigorous minds dafe to
encounter thefe pcrils: doubtlefs, we
are indebted to them: “they help to
fhake the fantaftic fabric: 4but woe be
to thofe who, in this arduous con-
tet, mifcalculate their powers! I con-
fes, I with not to fee the mfne of
my girl enrolled in the tra:gic Iift :ix-
ther of martyrs or of viltims: foli-
citous for her bappinefs, 1 would l:::;
Prudence temper her heroifm. N
I‘cnlargei' Muft I add —.Tn can
never be the wife of William Pel-
bam 2 ‘

A fhock of ele@ricity appeared to

fend my quivering ncrvcs. ; .my ‘coéilo::
changed, my bofom palpitated, a & .
ficknes feemed for an inftant to ftop
the current of my blood; the next

Vou, E moment
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‘moment it rufhed impetuoufly through
"my veins, diftended my heart, and dyed
my face and neck with crimfon. Aftera.
fhort paufc, he proceeded.

« His father has far other views for
« him; views, in which, at a future
« period, he will probably acquicfce.
« Yes, the guilelefs, generous, ardent,
* youth, brought up in rural fhades,
« on his entrance into fociety, will, by
« jrrefiftible contagion and infenfible gra-
« dations, become a man of fbe world.
« ¢Let him be preferved from humi-
« liating connedtions,’ faid Mr. Pelham,
« when he entrufted him to my charge.
« In the opinion of thofe who clats
« with the higher ranks of fociety,
“« poverty, obfcure birth, and the want
« of fplendid connc&ions, are the only

s circumftances
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* circumftances by which he can be
“ degraded. The beauty, the virtue,
“ the talents, of my child, in the eye
“ of philofophy, are an invalusble dow-.
“ ry; bue philofophers are not yet the
“ legiflators of mankind. William is
* deflined for the theatre of the world;
“ he will imbibe the contagion of 8
“ diftempered civilization. Mary myf
“ 10t be contesnned By the man foe loves”

My friend ceafed to fpeak, while he
Prefled my hands in his, and, bending
fondly over me, watched every tun of
My varying countenance. His imprefe
five manner, the interefting fubje® of
his difcourfe, had commanded aHi my
ttention: a flood of ideas guthed upon
My mind, novel, affe&ing, terrible, and
bewildered my difordered fenfes. Ac-

E 2 cuftomed
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cuftomed to love William from my
childhood, to receive and to return his
innocent and lively careffes, I had not
inquired into the nature of my fenfations,
and I now underfiood them but ob-
fcurely.

Mr. Raymond’s difcourfe ' had con-
veyed to me no diftinét idea, till ¢ Zou
¢ can never be tbe wife of William Pel-
«. bam,” repeated emphatically, founded
in my ftartled ears, in which it fill
continued to vibrate, Many of the fen-
timents and refleftions of my patron
ftruck me as at once new, extraordi-
nary, and inccnfiftent: My ideas were
confufed, my reafoning powers fufpend-
ed: undefined -apprehenfions and fufpi-
cions arofe in my mind; my principles
were unhinged and my paffions thrown

into
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into diforder. Mr. Raymond percsived
the gonfli®, the contending . feclings,
~Which fhook my Aufuating fpirits.

* Retire, my beloved girl,” faid he
tenderly, ¢ for the night; oy to com-
“ pofe yourfelf, and refle@® on what
*“ has paffed at your.keifure. God for-
“ bid that I fhould tyrannize over your
“ heart: to your own judgement I cn-
“ tuft your condu®. Confide in me
“ with franknefs; I may advife, but I
“ will ufe no control. You are wholly
“ free, your alions unwatched and un-
“ reftrained: I abide your determina-
({4 tim.”

I threw myfelf into his arms; I re-
&arded' him, in filence, with a difturbed
and mouraful air: he folded me to his

E 3 bofom,
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bofom, led me to the entrance of my
chamber, and quitted me precipitately.

Unhappy parent! unhappy tutor! forced
into contradi®tions that diftort and belic
thy wifeft préccpts, that undermine and
defeat thy moft fagacious purpofes! —
While the pratice of the world oppofes
the principles of the fage, education is 8
fallacious effort, morals an empty theary,
and fentiment a delufive dream.:

CHAP.
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CHAP VI

I PASSED the night in a tempeft of
Contending paffions: I fought to ar-
fange my thoughts and -tranquillize my
feelings in vain. Mr. Raymond’s dif-
courfe had awakened in my heart new
defires and new terrors, - to which, all
that moment, it had been a ftranger.
The novelty of my fenfations at oace
furprifed and alarmed me: happy in
the prefent and thoughtlefs of the fu-
ture, I had neither dreaded danger nor
anticipated viciffitude. - J nature had yet
fpoken in my heart, fo fofc and gende
Were her whifpers, that her voice had
‘hitherto been upheeded. The caution

Of my patron appesred to have given 8
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fudden and premature exiftence to the
fcnumcnt againft which he fought to
arm me. Acquainted with the human
mind, of this effe® he was but too well
aware ; yet, in the critcal circumftances
in which he found himfelf, he per-
teived no other alterpative ; but, while
tenderly fympathizing in the pain he
conceived himfelf compelled _fo inflict,
he confided firmly in the principles he
had implanted.

‘Towards morning, exhaufted by per-
tﬁrl;ation, I funk into flumber, nor a-
woke till the day was far advanced.
‘The bright beams of the fun, darting
through my curtains, reftored me to
fenfe and recolledion, and, for the firft
time in my life, I awoke to anguith.
Springing from the bed, I dreffed in

~ hafte,
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bafte, when a ‘trampling of horfes’ feet
under my window attratted my atten-.
“tion.  Haftily opening the cafement,
1 difcovered feveral gentlemen on horfe-
back, attended by fervants, in the midft
of whom were William and Edmund.

The cyes of William were turned
anxioufly towards my apartment, when,
Perceiving me, he uttered a fhout of
JY, and, throwing himfclf from his
borfe, flew back to the houfes Trem-
bling, though I knew not why, I de-
feended hattily the ftairs, and met him
on the landing-place.

* I am going,” faid he, © my dear
* Mary,”. catching me in his arms, and
tenderly embracing me, « a fhort tour

“ with fome friends . of my father'’s,
E g « and



82 THE VICTIM

¢ and propofe to be abfent fome days.
¢ So idle were you this moming, that
“ I began to fear I muft quit you
¢ without faying farewel! and taking a
¢ parting kifs.”

Mr. Raymond .approached: my co-
lour changed, my tremor increafed ; the
carefles of William, no longer received
and returned with ardefs joy, dyed my
checks with fcarlet, poured through my
veins a fubtle poifon, and fhook my
trembling frame. Precipitately difen-
gaging myfelf from his embraces, 8
fervant at the fame inftant haftily fum-
moning him to join his party, I re-
tumned to my chamber with faultering
fteps.. Unconfcioufly, I regained the
window: William, as he mounted, waved
his hand to me, repeating the adtion

with
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with his face turned as he rode forwards.
Straining ' my fight to look after him,
when the winding of the road concealed
him from my view, I burft into a flood
of tears. « O Godl” exclaimed I,
Clafping my hands paffionately, and rai-
fing my fircaming eyes, * he is gonel
“ 1 have feen him, perhaps, for the
“ laft time! Why muft we be tom
“ afunder? Why can I wever be 1be
“ Wife of William Pelbam? What ty-
“ ranny is this? When reafon, virtue,
“ nature, fan&ify its emotions, why
“ fhould the heart be controlled? who
“ will dare to control iti” — I wept
anew, fubbed audibly, my bofom burfting
With grief. For the firft time in my life,
1 was ready to accufe my guardian of ia-
Juftice and caprice. It was many hours cre
Y reafoned myfelf into more compofure.

E 6 1
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I remained in my chamber during
the greater part of the day. My pa-
tron fatisfied himfelf with fending up
refrefhments and kind inquiries, but made

no effort either to fee or to converfe
with me,

In the evening, 1 fought him in the
garden, whither he was accuftomed, in
mild weather, to repair, Perceiving my
3pproach, he advanced towards me with

features exprefling kindnefs and fympa-
thy.

“ I am prepared,” (g I, in a firm
tone, my face averted, ¢ to conform
“ myfelf to your commands.”

¢ Commands,
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“ Commands, Mary! 1 am no ty-
“rant; I am unaccuftomed to com-
L m‘nd.’.

* Pardon me, fir, I am fenfible of
“ your goodnefs, but I dare not de-
*“ ceive you, When you tell me that
“ the affe@ion T have hitherto delighted
“ to cherith for your pupil is become
 dangerous and improper; that cer-
“ win prejudices, with the nature of
“ which I am unacquainted, rend us
“ afunder, and convert what was in-
“ nocent and laudable jnto § know
“ not what of pernicious and crimi-
“ nal; that tremendous judgements and
“ penaldies threaten us, from which there
“ is neither appeal nor efcape ; 1 confefs

“ I comprehend nothing of all this which
<« yw
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you have not deigned to unravel:
nevertheles, my confidence in your
wifdom and kindnefs impel me o
refign myfelf to your guidance, and
to truft, that time and experience
will gradually difentangle my appre-
henfions, and unfold to me what now
appears wholly inexplicable.”

“ Yes, my child! this, at prefent,
I own, is a fubje too fubtle for
reafoning ; sime augd expersence only
€an evince the propriety of my con-
duct. I fhould confound with reluc-
tance, by falitious ditin@ions, the
retitude of your judgement, or blaft,
by worldly maxims, the ingenuous
virtues of your expanding mind.
Convinced of your fincerity, and a-
ware of your fortitude, I accept the

¢ facrifice
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“ facrifice you offer; but, while I wafk
* your heart and your courage, be af-
“ fured, thar, by the trueft, the ten-
“ dereft, fympathy, mine is perva-
< dd.”

. % Yet do not mifconccive me, my
“ father; with my prefent views and
“ feelings, I dare not engage to love
“ Willlam no longer. 1 pretend to
“ no heroifm, though, aware of my
“ inexperience, I yield, for the prefent,
“ my condu to your dire&tions. Mark
“ out for me the path I fhould pur-
“fue; my heart affures me that you
“ have pot exatted from me this firft
“ inftance of implicit refignation without
“ important reafons, reafons that you
*“ will not always think it jult ©o withe
Ce hold.,,

M,
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Mr. Raymond appeared greatly af-
feted, and fighed deeply. ¢ Mary,”
faid he, in a folemn and plaintive ac-
cent, ¢ you have fulfilled my expec-
 tations, you have fmoothed the dif-
“ ficulty of inftruition; a difficulty,
“ alas! of which I have been but too
“ well aware. Human Life has not
* unaptly been compared to a warfare:
“ whether rendered fo by nature or by
“ civil inflitution, it is for future ex-

“ periments to determine: for the pre-
“ fent, we have too frequently but a
“ choice of evils; in which cafe, to
“ felet the lighteft is all that bene-
“ volence can advife or wifdom per-
“ form. What was in my power, the
“ pleafures of childhood, I have la-
“ boured to fecure to you unalloyed.

« In
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“In a wild and wncertain calculation
“ of the future, the happinefs of the
“ prefens (all that properly can be termed
“ our own) ought not to be trifled
“ with: yet there are limits, even upon
 this principle, that to overlcap would
“ become infanity; the prefent crifis,
“if I miftake not, marks the boun-
* dary, and imperioufly calls upon me
“ to difpenfe with the rule to which I
* have hitherto facredly adhered,—That
“ of impofing no penalty on & being
“ capable of reafon, without ftrictly de-
“ fining the motives by which I am
“ altuated.”

“ It is enough, fir; tell me where
“ and to whom I fhall go; 1 confent
® t0 be banithed from all that gives

“ to life its charm; I confide, without
s fhrinking,
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“ fhrinking, in your judgement and af-
¢ feQion.”

“ I have a friend,” refumed Mr. Ray-
mond, after a paufe,  a refpetable and
 worthy man, who refides on the fea-
“ coaft, about fifty miles from hence,
“ on a curacy of fixty pounds a year.
“ He is a man of fenfe and letters,
“ his wife an accomplithed amiable wo-
“ man. By contralting their wants,
“ they contrive to be happy and in-
Y dependent on a feanty flipend: My
¥ girl, during the period which I think
it neceffary to deprive myfelf of her
“ fociety, will, I have no doubt, find,
“ under the humble roof of this excel-
“lent pair, a cordial welcome and a
“ hofpitable afylum. In the bofom of
“ virtue and domeftic peace, her mind

¢ will
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“ will quickly regain its wonted fere-
“ nity. Contemplating the artlefs pic-
ture of nature in one of her rareft
“ and moft favoured lots, her heart
* will expard in delightful fympathy,
“and, in the fimple joys which fur-
* round her, quickly lofe fight of thofe
overweening confiderations which, st
Prefent, fo entirely abforb it.”

“ Let us go, my father,”” feizing
his hand, and fpeaking rapidly, * le
“ us go this moment, ere new trials,
“ before which my ftrength may mele
“ away, incapaciate me for fulfilling
“ the arduous duties which my mifgi-
“ ving heart already but too forcibly
“ forebodes.”

« 1
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“ I underftand you, my child, and
“ 1 refpe® your refolution 3 yet for-
“ get not that, amidft the viciflitudes
« and the calamities of life, a firm and
“ an independent mind is an invaluable
“ treafure and 3 never-failing fupport.
“ The canker moft pernicious to every
* virtue is dependence ; and the moft fatal
* fpecics of bondage is fubjettion to the
“ demands of our own impcriom paf-
“ Dons. Retire, and court the repofe
* of which your pale check and lan-
“ guid eyes but too plainly indicate your
“ need, and to-morrow carly we will
“ prepare for the execution of our pro-

(4 Jc&.”

My dear benefattor embracing ma ten-
deily, I returned 1o my chamber. To

the
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the confli® which had lately fhaken my
foul, a gloomy tranquillity fucceeded;
the ftill whifpers of a ﬁlf-approving heart
fultained me ; while refting with grateful
love and implicit truth, as on omnipotent
truth and goodnefs, in the cares and ten-
dernefs of my friend, hope undefined and
indiftin@ confolation ftole upon. my fpi-
rits, and gradually lulled them in balmy
Tepofe,

CHAP.
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CHAP VIL

I AROSE with the dawn, and bufied
myfelf in preparations for my depar-
ture, repelling, with folicitude, every
recolle&ion that might enfeeble my fpi-
fits or unnerve my refolution. I re-
Peated to myfelf inceffantly, * Has not
“ my Kind patron jult and irrefiftible
“ claims upon the mind which, with
“ unremitting affiduity, he has laboured
“t form? Dare I o difappoint his
“ hopes and difgrace his precepts in
“ the moment of trial, the moment.
* which decides the fuccefs of his cares ?
“ Have I not, in the whole of his
“ paft condu, at once confidesate,
“ wife, and good, a foundation for my

« guft?
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tuit? Does he fternly call upon me
Q fubmit to authority? Is it to h.u
own paffions he requires the facri-
fice of mine? Does he aﬂ'unfc the
vindiive tone of an infallible Judgc:
from whofe decifions there remains

- Doappeal ? Does he, with ftoic pride,

infult the fenfibilides for which nature
has incapacitated his heart, or W!’Ildl
time and cxperience have combined
0 chill? Does he mock the feel-
ings, does he contemn the weakne§,
Which his firmer mind repels? A,
Mol it is not the auftere parent, the
tutor, the patron, who, prefuming on
his claims, derides the tendernefs and
the ardour of youth; no, it is the
friend, gentle, candid, benignant, con-
temning every privilege, difdaining al
* fubterfuge, ufing no dcccpuol:: :hh,:
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 while conftrained to wound the heart
* through which he has been wont to
“ diffufe gladnefs, weeps in tender fym-’
“ pathy; who, while he confefles re-
“ ferve, and laments ey neceflity, ap-
“ peals to the re@itude of his paft con-
“ dud, appeals to the kindnefs to which
« every a&ion, every expreffion, eve-
“ ry fcaturc; bear irrefiftible teftimony.
“ Nor fhall he appeal in vain: a confi-
* dence thus generous I dare not be-
“ tray. Far be from my heart, then,
“ thefe weak and womanith regrets: to
® @ determined fpirit, to fuffer is not
“ difficult; but the vice of ingratitude
* fhall never taint my foul.”

A generous heroifm nerved my mind,
throbbed in' my bofom, glowed on my
cheek, a fpirit congenial to artlefs youth,
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by whom the veil of focicty, behind
which corruption and contradiftion lurk,
has not been rent. My eyes regained
their luftre, and my features their wonted
fpiric;

‘On the firt fummons, I joined Mr.
Raymond at the breakfaft-table : be read,
in the ferenity, the triumph, of my
Countenance, the viGtory I had gained.
How fweet, how grateful, were his ap-
Proving fmiles! I enjoyed them as an
€arneft of future -conquefts, as a rewart
' which my heart proudly whifpered its
chim,

A chaife drew up to the door, into
Which, followed by my benefactor, ~-I
hghlly fprang. Stifling a figh, and

feizing ehe reins, 1 quickly lefc behind

Vor. I, F the
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the fcene of all my pleafures, while peace

fpread its halcyon wings, and fled for
ever,

Every fubfequent incident of an e~
ventful life has but led the way to
new perfecutions and new forrows, * -
geinft which the pureft intentions; the
moft unconquerable fortitude, the moft
fpotle§s innocence, have availed me no-
thing. Entangled in a feries of un-
avoidable Circumftances, hemmed in by
infuperable obftacles, overwhelmed - by:
3 torrent of refiftlefs prejudice, wearied
with oppofition, and exhaufted by con-
A&, 1 yicld, at length, to a deftiny
ageinft which precautions and ftruggles
have been alike fruitlefs,

CHAP.
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IT was late in the cvening when we
drew near the place of our deflination.
Alighting at a fmall neat houfe, in the
Cottage-ftyle, with barns and out-hou-
fes adjoining, we were met, on our
¢ntrance, by its refpe@able owner, who,
on recognizing Mr. Raymond, uttered
A exclamation of mingled joy and fur-
Prife,

“ To what fortunate accident,” faid
he, in a tone of animation, cordially
8recting his friend, * am I indebted for
- this unexpe@ted pleafure?”

Fa « I
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“ I have a charge;” replied my guar-
dian, * a precious charge, which, for
“ a fhort period, I would willingly con-
“ fign to the prote@ion of my worthy
* friends, becaufe there is none in whom
“ I have equal confidence.”

As he ceafed fpeaking, we entered,
conducted by our hoft, a fmall par-
lour, in the fimple furniture of which,
and ornamental drawings uniformly ar-
ranged agiint an oaken wainfcot, an _
air of tafte was manifeft, Mrs. Neville;
the wife of the curate, was feated near
8 cafement, fhaded, on the outfide, by
the luxuriant foliage of a fpreading vine,
through which the twilight dimly gleam-
ed.  Two children, blooming as che-
rubs, played at her fect: fhe held a

book
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book in her hand half-clofed, over which
fhe feemed to mufe. On our entrance,
&"ﬁng from her pofition, and throw-
ing afide the author who had engaged
her auention, fhe advanced hattily to-
Wards us, ceflifying, on the appearance
of Mr. Raymond, a lively joy. Some
Minutes paft in mutual inquiries and con-
8ratulations,

“ Behold,” fuid my benefaltor, ta-
king my hand, and prefenting me to
bis friends, « behold the dear child in
“ whofe praifes my heart has fo often
“ overflowed with all a parent’s partial
“ fondnes] I am conftrained, for a
“ time, 1o bereave myfelf of her pre-
“ fence: do I prefume too far on your
“ friendfhip when I flacter myfelf that,
“ beneath your hofpitable roof, I may,

F3 ¢ far
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* for a while, fecure to her a welcome
“ afylam

With a conciliating grace, this ami-
able pair frankly accepted the proffered
truft, quickly re-affuring, by a polithed
i:rbanity of manners, my doubting fpi-
Tits, - Lights being brought and refrefh-
ments fet before us by a ruftic maiden,
Palt times and occurrences became the
fubje@s of converfation in this litle cir-
cle of friends, during which I had lei-
fure to contemplate more minutely the
manners and lineaments of my hofls.
Mr. Neville ‘appeared to be between
five-and-thirty and forty years of age:
his figure was il and commanding,
his complexion florid: dark brown hair
unfoiled by powder, and parting on his
forchead, contrafted its whitenefs: his

afpect



OF PREJUDICE. 103

afpe& was fomewhat fevere, bold, and
Manly, yet tempered by tonignitys repel-
ling afumption rather than infpiring dread
his manners. were cheerful, his temper
apparendy equal, his converfation in-
telligent, befpeaking a mind alike con-
-verfant with men and books: his fen-
iments occafionally sffumed a higher
tone, difcovering a latent ardowr and
™ a&ivity of mind for which his pre-
fent fitvation afforded infufficient fcopes
but & momentary recolleftion feemed
© check thefe feelings, and reffore 0
his temper its habitual ferenicy. The
%ppearance of Mrs. Neville, who was
T°NCWhat younger than her hufband,
Udicated a delicacy of original tex-
tre rather. than an infirm ftace of
health. Her complexion was olive, in-
clining o pale, yet varying with ex-

F 4 ercife
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ercife or fentiment, when s charming
fluth would ~.imfon her cheek : . her
eycs were dark, mild, and penetrating,
yet fufceptible of fpirit when kindled

- by paflion or fentiment: her counte-
nance, without pretenfion to beauty, had
in it an exprefion full of fenfe and
foul: there was a fafcination in her
fmile; and her Bexible voice, when
modulated by tendernefs, took the af-
feCtions captive: an emphatic propri-
ety marked her pronunciation, her mind
feemed flored with knowledge, though
of a varied and defultory nature, her
imagination clevated, and not wholly
untinftured with romantic views and
feclings: her manners were habitually
ferious, an exceffive fenfibility ‘at times
‘even gave them the appearance of me-
lancholy, but, exquificely fenfible to fo-
cial
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cial pleafure, in the prefence of thofe
Whom her heart acknowledged, fhe be-
Came animated and fprighty: the pre-
dominant pafiion of her foul, teftified
in every altion, every expreflion, every
glance, was, an enthufiatic Jove for her
hufband, a love at once incffably tea-
der, chafte, and dignified: her children
were lictle lefs the objedts of her tendes
folicitude,

It was not pofible for a heart like
Mine to contemplate this intercfting fa~
mily without a lively prepoffeffion: I
anticipated the pleafure of cultivating
:.‘htir friendthip and expanding my fen-
Rtions. Involunaarily I repeated to my-
Llf, « Why cannot I, with fweet ma-
“ gic, draw into one circle all I revere

“and love? Why cannot I increafe
Fg “ and
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and multiply, a million-fold, thefe
delightful fympathies ? — My heart,
with inexprefiible yearnings, continu-
ally prompts me to unite, to bind,

myfelf to my fellow-beings by every
“ focial and relative de.”

On retiring for the night, T was con-
duéted by Mrs. Neville to a finall neat
chamber, where, after renewing her af-
furances of friendly welcome, and kindly
foothing my agitated fpirits, fhe left me
to my repofe. Mr. Raymond, having
refifted the folicitations of his friends for
a longer refidence under their hofpi-
table roof, had fignified his intention
of departing early in the enfuing mormn-
ing. I rofe with the fun, and haftened
to his apartment. My dear bencfattor,
Uttle lefs affe@ed than myfelf by our

firft
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firft mournful feparation, folded me t
his bofom, and, while I wept in his
arms, mingled his tears with mine.

“ Your tendernefs, my fweet girl,”
Bid he, « picrces my heart; your fen-
“ fibility unmans me. I have, pef-
*“ haps, been wrong: God knows, I
* would not infli@ on your gentle na-
“ ture one unneceffary pang: cven naw,
“Iif you requeft it, you fhall return
“ with me, I impofe no feters, I
“ will trut to the reQitude of your
< f'-'dings." -

“ No, my fiiend, my father,” re-
Plied 1, in a voice half-ftified with e-
Motion: * forgive my weaknefs: my
“ confidence in you is unbounded, but:

*“ nature will, for a time, affert her
Fé6 « powerful
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“ powerful rights. You have juft claims
“ upon my fortitude, upon my affec-
“ tion. Gol leave me! You will not,
“ you cannot, forget your child!”

I firugpled with my feelings, and
fuppreficd my tears. I dared not pro-
nounce the name of William, a name
engraven on my heart, a name for ever
on my lips. My patron read in my
eyes the law which I impofed on my-
felf: he prefled my hand, fighed, a-
verted his face. Once more tenderly
embracing me, he precipitately quitted
the room, accompanied by our hoft,
who, entering at the fame inftant, had
invited him to partake of a refreth-
ment prepared by Mrs. Neville, and in-

formed him that the chaife was in readi-
nefs,
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I returned to my chamber, where I
remained till fummoned to the break-
fat-table. I had, during. the interval,
reafoned myfelf into more compofure,
and, rejoining my friends with affumed
cheerfulnefs, fought to banith from my
heart every enervatng remembrance, e~

very defponding feeling.

In a few days, my mind appeared to
have recovered, as with an elaftic force,
from the fudden fhock it had fuftained,
and to have refumed its habitual cheer-
fulnefs. I fought occupation, and af-
fited Mis. Neville in her domeftic e~
conomy and in the management of her
dairy. By admirable order, atention,

-and dexterity, this amiable pair, upon

an annual income of fixty pounds, con~
trived
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trived to preferve even an air of li-
berality. ‘It is true, the produft of a
well-planted garden, and the profits of
.a few dcres of land, cultivated by the
labour of the worthy curate, added fome-
thing to their yearly ftore. The morn-
ing, lengthened by early rifing, was de-
voted to bufinefs, in which equal fkill
and perfeverance were difplayed. In
the after-part of the day, literature, mu-
fic, the inftru®tion of their children, 3
ramble among the neighbouring ham-
lets, (to the fick and infirm inhabi-
tants of which they were beneficent
friends,) a walk on the fea-beach,
through the meadows, or on the downs,
divided their ime. Not an hour paffed
unimproved or vacant: when confined
by inclement feafons to their tranquil
home, Mrs, Neville employed herfelf

with
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with her needle in preparing Gmple veft-
‘ments for her houfchold, while her huf-
band read aloud feleCted paffages from
2 fmall colletion of books, which was
annually increafed by an appropriated
fum. Mufic frequently concluded the
evening: Mrs, Neville touched the pi-
ano-forte with more fecling than fkill,
and accompanied by her voice (fweet,
but  without compafs) fimple canzo-
:Cdt:: impaffioned airs, or plaintive bal-

Through this happy family, perfe&
harmony and tendernefs reigned: Mr.
Neville Joved and cntircly confided in
his wife, of whofe valve he was jultly
fenlible ; while her affe@tion for him bad
".‘itl know not what of tender foli-
Gtude, of exquifite fofinefs, of ardent

devotion,
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devotion, which, to hearts les fufcepti-
ble, would appear exceffive or incon-
ccivable.  ‘Their children, lovely and
promifing, were equally their delight
and care ; they formed, between their
parents, a new and a more facred bond:
their expanding faculdes and budding
graces authorized and juftified a pa-
rent’s fondeft hopes, Happinefs, coy
and fair fugitive, who fhunneft the gau-
dy pageants of courts and cides, the
crowded haunts of vanity, the reftlefe
cares of ambition, the infatiable purfuits
of avarice, the revels of voluptuoufncfs,
and the riot of giddy mirth, who turneft
alike from faftidious refinement and brutal
ignorance, if, indeed, thou art nota phan-
tom that mockeft oyr refearch, thou art
only to be found in the real folid pleafures
©of nature and focial affeQion,

CHAP.
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CHAP X

IN the bofom of this charming re-
tirement, feveral weeks glided away in
tranquillity. I reccived frequent letters
from my guardian, which fpoke of his
Pupils, but in gencral terms. The health
of Edmund, he informed me, appeared
t decline daily: a warmer. climate had
been advifed by his phyficians, in con-
fequence of which, Mr. Pelham appeared
inclined to fend his fons on a continental
tour, but that nothing was yet determined

Upon,

) A train of painful refletions revived
" my mind on this intclligence: how
ould I dajly behold the tender and m-

tional
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tional felicity of the interefting family in
which I refided, and preferve my heart
from drawing painful comparifons? How
could I fupprefs fecret murmurs at the
fatitious feruples to which I feemed a
vi@im? Tom from my lover, he had,
perhaps, difgufted with my inexplica-
ble condu®, refigned and forgotten me.
He wrote not, he came not: « Al
“ ready,™ | fighed to myfclf, « he is
“ become 2 mam of she worldt He
* doubtlefs acquicfces, withour reluc-
“ tance, in thofe fenfelefs prejudices to
* which I have tamely fubmitted, whofe
* mature 1 am utterly unable to com-
“ prehend.” My mind became difqui-
eted, my fpirits loft their tone, difguft
fcized upon me, my wonted amufements
were taftelefs, I avoided the fociety of
my friends, their mutual endearments

pierced
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Picrced my foul, and filled my eyes
With tears, ] fought folitude, and funk
o gloomy reveries. -

Wandering one evening aloné upon
the beach, I.feated myfelf on s jutting
Part of a rock, overhanging the feaz
the air was ferene, the breeze fighed
foftly, the waves, flowly fucceeding each
other, broke on the fhore, and the furf
dathed ar my feet: every objed was
0 wnifon with my feclings. As I con-
templated the expanfe of waters which
fowed around me, & moumnful folem
Nity ftole over my fpirits: abforbed in
thought, the tide, which was rifing, in-
ftnﬁbly gained upon me, and it was
not till my retreat was cut off that I
Obferved myfelf encompafied by the

Waves, and became confcious to the pe-
rils
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rils of my fitation, — My feet were
already wet, and the fpray of the fes
dathed over me. 1 flarted with an in-
voluntary emotion of terror, and, caft-
ing my eyes round for fuccour, thought
I perceived at o diftance, through the
obfcurity of the twilight, an obje& white,
but indiftin&, which, on its nearer ap-
proach, I difcovered with joy to be a
fil. I waveq my handkerchief, as a
fignal of diftrefs, and uttered a loud
cry. The boat at length drew near,
appearing to contain s party of gentle-
men, who hailed me as it advanced.
1 continued to waye my handkerchief,
and, in a few minutes, was extricated
from my danger, and lifted by one of
the gentlemen into the veflel.

nB,
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“ By G—d, my pretty maid,” faid
My deliverer, obferving my garments
Wet, ¢ you were in a critical fitua-
“ tion, and have had a fortunate ef-
& C‘N..

A fhuddering feized me on recogni-
2ing the voice of Sir Peter Ofborne.
Since the adventure of the chafe, I had
feen him occafionally pafs the houfe of
Mr. Raymond, to whom he had made
fome overtures towards an acquaintance,
Which my pawron had uniformly eva-
ded. I had once or twice met him
in my rambles, but had always fled
from him, and, till this moment, had
avoided a dire@ rencontre. I drew my
hat over my face, and, fhrinking from

his bold eyes, accepted, without reply,
8
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‘2 feat which was offcred me. My fi-
lence being imputed to the effets of
my late apprchenfions, the gentlemen
prefled me to take refrethment, which,
bowing, I rejeted with a motion of
my hand. The odious Ofborne, who
appeared to be incbriated, was not. to
be thus repulfed : feating himfelf be-
fide me, and peering under my hat,
he encircled my waift with his left arm,
while, with his right hand, he feized
mine.  Struggling to difengage myflf,

e« Iprcfumc, gcndcmcn,” faid I, with
fpirit, « you do not conceive yourfelves
“ entitled, by the relief you have ac-
« cxdcntally afforded me, a relief which

* gives me a double claim upon your
“ honour and humanity, to treat me
“ with infule,”

¢ Faithl”
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“ Faith!” exclaimed my perfecutor,
“itisfo; I fufpe&ted it from the very firft
“ glance; it is my fir fugitive herfelf.”

. “ Yes, fr,” replied I, with increafed
Vivacity, « | am, indeed, the young
“ woman who has been, more than
“ once, a fufferer from your brutality.
“ I infift upon being releafed this mo-
‘“ ment. I do not expet from you the
* Manners of 2 gentleman, but I will not
“ be intimidated or conftrained.”

The wretch feemed ftruck with a tem-
Porary awe by my refolute and fpirited
Manner.  His companions interfering, he
Was perfuaded, though not without impre=
Cations and reluctance, to relinquith his
fae, -

We
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We' landed in fafety, and, efcorted
by the whole party, who would not be
prevailed upon to leave me, 1 repaired
to the cortage of my friends. Mr.
Neville, ‘having been' alarmed by my
unufual abfence and the latenefs of the
hour, had but juft returned from an anx~
ious and fruitlefs fearch. I was welcomed
by my amisble hofts with unaffeted
Joy; when my conductors, having re-
ccived polite and fervent acknowledge-
ments for their -timely interpofition, de-
parted,

Early in the enfuing moming, a fer-
vant, in a gay livery, arrived, with a
billet of inquiry, from Sir Peter, after
my reft and health; to.which was add-
ed an apology for his behaviour of

the
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the preceding evening, and an entreaty
0 be allowed to pay his refpels to
me. To this epiftic I returned s brief
and cold anfiver, thanking him for the
fervice he had been inftrumental in rea-
dering me, and declining the propofed
vifie,

In the vicinity, of the village in which
1 a prefent refided, was a town of
fathionable refort, for the benefit of fea~
bad‘ingi the feafon for which being now
3t its height, fufficienty accounted for
the late incident.

My repulfes ferved but to ftimulate
My tormentor: he befet my paths
bhaunted me daily, and overwhelmed me
With adulation and offenfive gallantry-
His underflanding, though mot of the

Vou. L G higheft
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higheft order, was. by no means con-
temptible, but his manners were pro-
fligate and prefuming; they alike pro-
voked my indignation and difguft. I at
length determined, during his ftay in
the country, to confine myfclf wholly to
the houfe: but neither did this avail
me; he forced himflf upon Mr. Ne-
ville with an undaunted cffrontery, break-
ing in upon our employments and re-
creations, till my fiiend, Jultly iccenfed,
refolved to fubmit no logger to an in-
trufion thus unfeafonable and imperd-
nent. . Upon his next vilit, he figni-
fied to him ig firm,

but temperate,
language,

that his company was un-
welcome, that it was an interruption to
the occupations of the family, that it
was offenfive to his gueft, and that he
mult beg leave, in future, to decline
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an acquaintance equally unwithed-for and
unfuitable,

This phin and manly remonitrance,
though impatiently reccived and haugh-
tily refented, neverthelefs produced its
cffett : yet, on quitting the houfe, the
infolent man of fathion menaced my
hot, in obfeure terms, with future re=
tribution.  Tender fears were, by this
incident, awakened in the breat of Mrs.
Neville for the fafety of her beloved
huband; but, in a fcw days, to our
mutual relicf, we were informed that our
adverfary had actually quiteed that part
of the country.

Ga CHAP.
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CHAP XL

SOME weeks afier thefe trantactions,
my friends being from home, on a vi-
fit of humanity, firting one evening a-
lone in my apartment, indulging in &
melancholy retrofpe&, 1 was roufed from
my réveric by the entrance of the fer-
vant-girl, who haftily informed me that
a fine young gentleman, (a ftranger,)
on horfeback, had that moment arrived 3
that, having alighted and “inquired for
Mifs Raymond, fhe had conduted him
into the parlour, where he waited with
feeming impaticnce to fpeak to -me. I
changed colour; a flattering  conje@ure
darted through my mind, while an uni-
verfal tremor feized my Lmbs. With

s
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& throbbing heart and faultering fteps, ¥

Tepaired to the pariour, and, the nem
i“&‘ﬂt. found myfelf in the arms of
William, It was fome time before cither
of us acquired fifficient compofure for
articulate expreflion; our joy was €x-
Ceflive and tumultuouss we mi

%ears with our mutual embraces. My
lover overwhelmed me with broken and
tender reproaches for having quitted him
# abruptly, for having fo long left him

\ncertain of my fituation.

“ Al replied 1, * did you know
“ what I have fuffered ———" I hefitae
®d: my heart was rent by contending
p‘m%st confufed notions of danger and
impropricty, of refpe& for the judge-
Ment of my. guirdian, ftruggled with

My native fincerity : 1 trembled; I felt
G3 the
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the blood alternately forfake and ruth
back to my heart, which a faint ficknefs

overfpread. I funk into a chair, and re-
mained filent.

“ T underftand you,” faid William, re-
garding me with a paffionate and mourn-
ful air, * but too well: you are a vic-
“ tim to control, you have tamely fub-
“ mitted to a tyranny that your heart
¢ difavows; ybur wonted. {pirit and firm-
“ nefs are fubdued.”

“ Hold!” refumed 1, ¢ be not un-

“ juft! Mr. Raymond, in the facrifice
* which he requires of us, is guided by
“ confiderations the moft difinterefted:
“ he impofes nothing, he appeals to my
. reafon and affeQions, and his claims
 are refiftles. I underftand not, I con-
A €« fcfsa,
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“ fefs, the extent of the motives which
“ influence him; but affuredly his paft
“ condu&t entitles him to my troft.” —
I proceeded to relate what had paficd
between my patron and myfclf previous
% our departure. — « I knew not,”
added I, in-a low accent, with down-
Qaft eyes and an averted face, ¢ that
“ the regard I felt for you differed, in
“ any refpe@, from our mutual and
*“ infantine fondnefs, till Mr. Raymond
“ awakened my fears, and alarmed my
“ tenderncfs, by telling me that I muft
“ feparate myfelf from you, that ¢ I
“ muft pever be the wife of William
“ Pclham,’ that he would become &
“ man of the world, and contemn my
“ artlefs affe@ion.”

G 4 « It
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“ It is falfe,” replied William with
vchémcnce, who had liftened o my
#ecital with evident indignation and im-
patience, “ it is falfe as helll 7 love
“ yom, Mary, and will never receive
“ any other wife, Mr. Raymond docs
“ my father injuftice: it is true, be is
“ the flave of honour, but he is not
“ fordid: an alliance with your guar-
“ dian, & man of education and a gen=
“ tleman, to whom, no doubt, you are
“ conncéted by ties of blood, will do
“ owr family no difcredit, and e will
“ make us happy, though our fortunes
* fhould be moderate.”

My lover proceeded to paint his paf-
fion with all the cloquence of ardent,
youthful, feeling,  He informed me,

that,



OFr PREJUDICE. 129

that, after my departure, he had funk
into Gadnefs; that he knew not, till theny
the excefs of his affe@ion for me; tht
fxismmhad,forfomeﬁme.mdedb"
inquirics, but, ar length, overcome by
his importunity, had named to him the
Place of my prefent abode, at the fame
timercapitulaﬁnglndtnﬁ’fd“gd‘e”
tives of his condud. ¢ Immedistly,”
‘ddtdlt, «Ipmcmdghork,'ﬂdn
“ without fpeaking of my intentions,
“ carly the next morning took the road
“ to this place, where I have but now
Quﬁ'd.,.

The return of Mr. and Mrs. Neville,
© whom I introduced my friend as &
Pupll of Mr. Raymond, put & period
W our difcourfe. They prefied him,
Guing his flay in the coumntry, to -

Gsg cept
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Ccpt an apartment at their houfe, a re-
queft-to which he acceded wich vifible
fatisfaction. Racking inquietude difturb-
ed my mind, as various paffions bewil-
dered my judgement and affailed my
heart. T difcerned not on which fide
lay the path of duty : my reafon became
weakened by  contradictory principles.
Thus, the moment the diates of virtue,
dire® and fimple, are perplexed by
falfe fcruples and artificial diftinctions,
the mind becomes entangled in an in-
exuicable labyrinth, to which there is
no clue, and whence there is no ef-
cape.

I threw myfelf on my bed, at the
‘hour of retirement, vainly feeking to col-

le@ and arrange my fcattered thoughts:
fleep fled from my eye-lids; I arofe,

and,
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and, feizing a pen, addrefled my benc-
fator,

I acquainted him with the arrival of
his pupil; I endeavoured to .paint O
him my emotions; I befought his aids
I expoftulated with him refpe@ing the
tk he had impofed upon me; I re-
Proached him for the conflit to which
he hag expofed me; I regretted the
Placid days of my childhood; and con-
fefled I underftood but obfcurely the
Caufes of the change which 1 expe-
tienced, — ¢« I am not weak,” faid I,
“ neither will I be the flave of my
“ paflions, [ love William Pelbam, but
“ am ready to renounce him the moment
“ my reafon is convinced that virtue de-
* mands the facrifice.”

Gé6 Having
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Having thus poured out my fpirit,
I became more tranquil. A few hours
flumber refrethed my wearied faculties,
yet the moming found me deje@ed and
languid,

William, charmed with the interefting
nanners and fumily of his hofts, fpoke
with rapture of their mutual tenderncfs.
** How poor, how contemptible,” faid
he, * are fortune’s moft lavith gifts!
“ Why, my fweet girl, fhould we fuf-
“ fer the prejudices of others to enflave
“us? Let us purchafe a cottage, and
“ hide ourfelves from the world, fu-
“ premely bleft in each .other, What
* can be added 0 the flicity of mutual

* loved»
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I fighed involuntarily. ¢ Yes, my
“friend I doube not that fuch are

Nul'prcfcnt feclings. While my own
“ heart bears - with refponfive fympa-
“ thics, I know not why I fhould dif-
“ wuft their contiouance; yet how can
“ 1 efface from that mifgiving heart the
“ fearful prefage that even yet vibrates
“ on my fartled ear, —— ¢ Mary will
“ be contemned by the man fhe loves;
“ William Pelham will become # mas of
“ the wortd

“ Cruel and unjuft girll how have I
“ merited fufpicions thus injurious?”

Ab! how full of charms, how infi~
dious, js the cloquence of a beloved -
Object! Whﬂcmybvcrp:&urcdwm’

umglmtwﬂo
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imagination, in glowing colours, the plea-
~ fures of an union which nature, reafon,
- and virtwe, fhould combine to render
perfe®, my heart melted within me,
I caught the ineffable fympathy, the
injun&tions of my patron faded from
" before me, 1 became animated, as it
were, with new powers, with a new ex~
iftence, time feemed doubled by a lively
and exquifite confcioufnefs to every in-
ftant as it paffed; yet, undefinable con-
tradiftion! I regretted its rapid fight, -
and panted to eternize the fleeting mo-
ments, — ¢ We loved each other; we
“ beheld only our mutual perfetions:
“ in the midt of our tranfports, W€
“ mingled our tears, tears purer than
“ the dew of heaven; - delicious tearsy
‘ creating: the ‘moft quuiﬁfc rapture.
“ We were in -that. bewitching deli-

« fum
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“ rium which rendered even the con-
“ ftraint we impofed upon ourfelves an
“ honourable facrifice that added a zeft

e toourhap snefs.®

————

* Rouffean Emille.

CHAPR.
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CHAP X,

FROM thefe enchanting vifions T was
at length roufed by a packet front my
guardian. Retiring to my apartment, I
unfolded it with emotion,

“ My child,” faid this revered fiend,
“ your prefent circumftances wring from
“ my heart a narratiye that will wound
“ your gentle natyre; a narrative which
“ it was'my purpofe for ever to have
“ withheld from you, | yield, with

* anguith, to the neceflity and to the
* perils of your fituacion,

- “ You have hitherto remained igno-
* rant of the authors of your births
« I
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“ 1 ftudied to fupply to you patemal
* duties; it was @y care that nothing
“ fhould remind you of their lofs. I
* fucceeded: all your hours were mark-
" ed with aftive enjoyment. I culti
“ vated your facultics and exercifed yout
* affeQions: 1left you no time for lan~
“ guor or retrofpe@. Aware of the
“ difadvantages which might, too pro-
- “ bably, -attend your progrefs in life,
I fought - what was in my power, to
“ fecure to you without alloy the bap<
“ pinefs of the prefent: yet it was my
“ arduoys pwpofe, while promoting your
“ enjoyment, to render cven your plea-
“ fures fubfervient to a higher view,
** = That of invigorating your frame and
“ fortifying your fpirit, that you might
“ be prepared to meet the future, to
“ fuffer its trials, and brave its viciffi-

-« tudes,
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tudes, with courage and dignity. I
perceive, with felf-gratulation, the fruit
of my labours ; I fee in you all that
my moft fanguine wifhes prefaged.
“ 1 know you equal to encounter, to be
L« viftorious, in the confli& that awaits
“ you; a confli&t in which my affec-
“ tion and prudence can no longer avail
“ you. But, while anﬁcipa,ting your
“ viltory, believe me not unmindful of
“ your fuferings: while ] perccive in
 them the feeds of furure ftrength and
“ energy, my coward heart and fofter-
“ing arms yearn to fhelter the child
“of my bofom from the gathering
“ form.. I proceed to ftate to you
“ thofe particulars of your birth, which,
in your prefent circumftances, become

00 important to Juftify a longer con-
ccalmene,

[
[l 4

[ {4

({3
({4

¢« The
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“ The younger brother of a refpec-
“ mble family, at the age of onc-and-
“ twenty, with a liberal education and
“ a _fmall fortune, 1 became mater of
“ myfelf and of my aGions. I pafied
“ fome years in the diffipations cufto-
“ mary to young men of my age and
“ rank: at length, wearied with a heart-
“ lefs intercourfe, while my fortune
“ daily diminifhed, 1 determined to feck,
‘ from the intereft of my numcrous ac-
* quaintance, fome lucrative office; ¢
“ marry, and cultivate domeftic endear-
“'ments, In thefe difpofitions, I faw,
“ and became enamoured of, & young
“ woman, amiable and accomplifhed,
“ the idol of fond, but weak, parenth
“ who had lavithed, on the adornment

“ of this darling, for whofe advance=
¢« ment
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“ ment they had formed ambitious pro-
* je@s, fums which their forumes were
“ Tittle able to fuftain, I frankly, though
¢ fomewhat indifcreetly, offered to the
* lovely Mary, whom Nature had form-
“ ed in her moft perfe® mould, my
* hand and my heart. Rejeting my
* addrefs with exprefions of refpect,
* fhe ingenuoufly acknowledged that her
“ heart had already furrendered icfelf;
“ yet, with an engaging air, the foli-
' cited my friendthip; modeftly add-
* ing, that, affeCted by the prompti-
“ tude and generofity of my propo~
“ fals, it would be her pride to be
“ deemed worthy of my efteem,

* I continued occafionally to fee her:
* 1 watched in vain for my rival, with
* the jealous eye of love: an air of

€ my&ﬂ']
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* myftery feemed to hang over the af
“ fair, which I was utterly unable ¢o
“ penetrate. My fair friend became
“ refilefs and difquicted; languor over=
** fpread her fine features, internal agi-
“ tation preyed upon her fpirits, her
“ temper grew uncqual, her bloom fa-
® ded, and her health appeared daily
“ to decline, I perceived the ftruggles
“ of her mind; I perceived that a fe-
“ cret malady devoured her: I fought
“ her confidence, with a determination
“ of ferving her, to the facrifice of my
“ own feelings; but all my inquirics
“ were uniformly evaded. Finding our
“ intercourfe ufelefs to her, and deftruc~
“ tive of my own peace, I began to
“ meditate jes- diffolution. An offer
“ occurred of accompanying 8 young

“ man, a college-friend, on a foreign
“ mw‘
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tour. Eagerly availing myfelf of this
opportunity, I agreed to an immediate
departure, expefting that change of
objetts, time, and abfence, would
preduce on my mind their ufual cf-
feQs,

“ At the expiration of five years, 1

returned to my native land: a ferics
of diffipstion had almoft effaced from
my heart the traces of its former
impreflions, till they were painfully
renewed by a cataftrophe full of hor-
ror. Returning, one evening, at 2
late hour, with a party of friends,
from a convivial meeting, our cars
were affailed, as we paficd a tavern
of doubtful reputation, with a tumul-
tuous noife, in which, amidtt fhouts
and imprecations, the fhricks of wo-

¢ men
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“ men and the cries of murder, min-
“ gled with the clathing of fwords,
“ might plainly be diftinguifhed. Ruth-
“ ing towards the apartment from whence
“ the alarm appeared to proceed, we
““ perceived, amidft a promifcuous group
“ of people, a genileman extended oa
“ the floor, bathed in blood, who ap-
“ peared to be expiring. Bcfide him
“ ftood a man, with a fierce and gloomy
“ afpe, forcibly detained by the fpec-
“ tators, from whom he ftruggld to
“ free himfelf. A woman, with a wan
“ and haggard countenance, her clothes
“ rent and her hair difhevelled, had
“ Rinted in the arms of a ruffian who
* fupported her.

‘ ¢ Secure them,” exchimed the maf-

“ ter of the hotel, to a confldble who
s entered
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“¢ entered with the watch ; ¢ thofe are the
“ murderers!®

- % It was fome dme before we could
¢ learn the particulars of the terrible
¢ feene that prefented itfelf to us, whichs
€ we were at length informed, had ori-
¢ ginated in a brutal and licentious con+
“ tention for the favours of the unhappy
“ wretch who had fainted, and who
“ was accufed of holding, while his an-
“ tagonift ftabbed him, the arm of the
* dying man,

“In the midt of the wmuly, my
 eyes involuntarily returned every mo-
“ ment to the features. of the miferable
* caufe of this cataftrophe : the remains
* of uncommon beauty might fill be
“ waced in a form and countemance

« ftained
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ftained with blood, difordered by re-
cent inebriation, disfigured by vice,

‘and worn by difeafe. A confufed re~

colle@tion bewildered my thoughts,
and gave to my heart a quicker im-
pulfe. As, abforbed in refle@ion, I con-
tinued to gaze upon her, -the breathed
2 heavy figh, and, raifing her languid
¢ye-lids, her cyés, wild and vacant, en-
countered mine: by degrees, their ex-
Preflion became more fixed and re-
collected; fhe appeared eagerly to ex-
amine my features ; a fluth overfpread
her livid countenance, fucceeded by
2 death-like palenefs. Starting from
the arms of the perfon who fupported
her, and clafping her hands with con-
Vullive energy, in a tone piercing and
remulous, fhe pronounced my name,
and, utteting a decp groan, fell in &
Vor. 1. H « fit
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fit at my feet. The found of her
voice thrilled through my foul; my
ideas fucceeded to each other with the
rapidity of lightning, while my heart
inftantly recognized, in a fituation
thus tremendous and degreding, the
idol of its youthful affeQions, the
lovely, unfortunate, felf abandoned,
Mary! ——— Great God! what, in
that terrible moment, were my emo-
tions! — The blood poured in a tide
towards my brain, hollow founds rang
in my ears, the lights danced before
my dazzled fight, every obje& be-
came indiftinét: I faggered fome
paces backward, while palpable dark-
nefs appeared to envelope me, — Re-
turning-to recolleion, 1 gazed round
me in vain for the phantom which
feemed to have unfettled my reafon.

« T he
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“ The room was chre_d,amitermd'
* one of my companions oaly remain-
“ ing: thefe were chafing my hands and
“ temples with vinegar, and affiduoully
“ bufying themfelves in promoting my
¥ recovery.

“ In reply to my incoherent and fran-
* tic inquiries, I learned that the wound-
“ ed man had expired, the weapon, oo
* examination, being found to have pe-
“ netrated his lungs; thac the mur-
“.derer, with the wretched woman his
** accomplice, had been conveyed w
“ prifon, the later apparently infenG-
“ ble,

. *“ On the fucceeding morning, in 8
Rate of inconceivable anguith, I re-

* paired to the gaol. I knew not how
H 2 “« to
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“ to inquire for the wretched viGtim
“ of fenfuality and vice by a name en-
“ thufiaftically treafured in my memory
“ 3 name affociated with every tender
“ every melting, recolle®ion; a name
held by my imagination facred and
“ unfullied; a name, which, till the laft
“ fatal evening, to pronounce without
“_reverence I (hould have confidered as
“ profanation! I ftarted and fhuddered
“ as the gaoler abrupdy founded it in
.my cars. I put into his hand a picce
of gold, in return for which he brought
me a flip of paper, blotred and fearcely
“ legible, in which, with difficulty, Ide-
¢ ciphered the following words: —

({4

[ {1
€.

* <99 Mr. RaymonD.

“ ¢I knew you; and, by my emo-
ton, betrayed myfelf to you. There

€ wantcd
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“ wanted but this to fill up the mea-
“ fure of my fhame. I am about to
“ expiate my crimes: feck not to avert
“‘my fae, In furviving virwe and
“ fame, 1 bave already lived but 100
“ long, I yearn for death:- fhould 1
“ find it not in the juftice of my coun-
“uy, my own arm fhall efle® my
‘ deliverance. 1 owe to you a hif-
“‘tory of my difgrace: -expe& it, if
“ my heart-firings burft not previoufly
“ afunder, My dying-requeft will ac-
“ company the infamous tale. In the
‘“ mean time, make no effort 1o fe
‘ ‘me — unlefs the man, whofe invaluable
* heart I once contemned, fecks to ghut
“ his vengeance by bcholding me ex-
“ pire at his feet] — Return! Difturb
“ not my remnant of lifel We meet
“* no more! e ¢« Mazy.’

H3 « I
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.« I regained my apartments: a guth

of tears relieved my boiling brain; 1
wept with infantine tendernefs. Se-
cluding myfelf from fociety, 1 waited,
in dreadful fufpenfe, the iffuc of thefc
cruel tranfattiens.

“ Some weeks elapfed. The trial
of the unhappy culprit drew neat.
Confidering her prohibition as the que-
rulous language of defpair, I ftrained
every nerve, I left no effort untried,
to foftén the evidence of her guilt,
to avert or to mitigate her fentence.
My endcavours were fruitlefs: con-

“ demnation was pronounced, and re-
“ ccived with triumph rather than with-
“ fubmiffion. 1 fought to procure 3
“ parting-interview: my folicitations were

« uniformly
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“ uniformly and fteadily rcjeeds The
“ faal morning now amived when the
“ woman on whom my foul had once
“ fondly doated, whom yet, in her fall-
“ en flate, my heart yearned to fnatch
“ from the cruel deftiny which awaited
“ her, forfeited her life on a foaffold,
“ by the hands of the executioner, t@
“ the fanguinary and avenging laws of
“ her country.

“ My child! I would have fpared
“ both you and myfelf this terrible re-
“ Cital. The wounds of my heart, thus
. ® rudely torn open, bleed afrelh. 1
“ haften; from. the foul-fickening re-
“ collection, to the developement of
“ what yet nearer imports you. Read,
‘“ in the enclofed packet, the memo-

H 4 * rial
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rial conveyed to my hand the day

fubfequent to this deplorable cataf-
trophe.

t ¢« 7o MRr. RavyMmonD.

“ ¢How far fhall 1 go back? From

‘ what period fhall I date the fource

of thofe calamities which have, at
length, overwhelmed me ? — Educated
in the lap of indolence, enervated by
pernicious indulgence, foftered in ar-
tificial refinements, mifled by fpecious,
but falfe, expeQations, foftened into
imbecility, pampered in luxury, and
dazzled by a frivolous ambision, At
the age of ecighteen, I rejefted the
manly addrefs and honeft ardour of
the man whofe ‘teafon would -have
cnlightened, whofe affetion would
bawe fapported me; through whom

« ]
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ht have enjoyed the endearing
:cl::agns, and fulfilled the Zf;pc:.
ble dutm, of miftrefs, wife, 3 i
ther; and liflened to the 10 -
flatteries of a being, raifed by .ﬁ'.ﬂ'llﬁ°
and fortunec to a rank feduar;gkn-.
my vain imagination, 10 thc ;:n -
dour of which my weak judge -
was dazzled and my virtue overpo
ered.

ho-
“ ¢He fpoke of tendernefs ar;udlc >
hour, (proﬁxmtcd names!) W .
attions gave - the lic to his p

fions. - He affeCted concealment, and

erftandin, fo-
impofed on my und ::‘:d >
phiftical pretences. Unaccu ;) i
‘ reafon, too weak for principle, )
‘dulous from inexperience, a ftrange

fociety, 1
o the corruptHha:m of . el
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“ yielded to the mingled intoxication
“ of my vanity and my fenfes, quit-
ted the paternal roof, and refigned
myfelf to my uiumphant feducer.

€¢

“ «Months revolved in a round of
varicd pleafures: refleCtion was ftun-
ned in the giddy whirl. I awoke not
“ from my delirium, till, on an un-
“ founded, affected, pretence of jea-
*“ loufy, under which fatiety veiled it-
“ felf, 1 found myfelf fuddenly deferted,
* driven with opprobrium from the
* houfe of my deftroyer, thrown friend-
“ lefs and deftitute upon the world,
“ branded with infamy, and a wretched:
“ outcaft from focial life. To 6ll vp
¢ the meafure of my diftrefs, a litde
“ time convinced me that I was about
“ 0 become a mother. The money

¢« which

«¢€

[ {4
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“ which remained from my profufe
“ habits was nearly exhaufted. In the
“ profpet of immediate diftrefs, I ad-
‘ dreffed myfelf to the author of my
“ woes. Relating my fuation, I im-
“-plored his juftice and bis mercy. I
«“ fOUght in vain to awaken his ten-
‘“ dernefs, to touch his callous heart.
“ To my humble fupplications no an<
“ fwer was vouchfafed. Defpair, for
‘ awhile, with its benumbing powen
‘ feized upon my heart!

“ ¢ Awaking to new anguifh, and re-
“ calling my feattered faculdes, I re-
“ membered the foftnefs and the eafe
“ of my chikihood, the doating fondnefs
* of my weak, but indulgent, parents.
“ I refolved to addrefs them, refolved

“ t pour out before them the confef-
H6 « fion
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“ fion of my errors, of my gﬁCf”
“and of my contriion. My lowly
‘¢ folicitations drew upon me biuer re-
proaches: 1 was treated as an aban-
“ doned wretch, whom it would be
* criminal to relieve and hopelefs to 3t~

‘“ tempt to rechaim.

o«

“ €At this crifis, 1 was fought out
* and difcovered by a friend (if friend-
“ fhip can endure the bond of vice)
“ of my deftroyer; the man who, 0
“ gratify his fenfuzlity, had entaileds
* on'an unoffending being, a deing W%
* loved bim, mifcry and certain perdition-
“ My declining virtue, which }fct ftrug-
“ gled to retrieve itfelf, was now affailed
“ by affe@ted fympathy, by imprecations
* on the wretch who had deferted me
“ and an offer of afylum and proteétion-

€« ¢ My
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| X My heart, though wo wesk for
“ principle, was not yet wholly cor-
“* rupted: the modeft habits of female
“ youth were fiill far from being ob-
** literated ; I futpeed the views of the
“ guilcful decciver, and contemned them
“ with horror and juft indignation. Chan-
‘“ ging his manners, this Protcus affumed
“ a new form; prophancd the names
“ of humanity, friendfhip, virtue; gra-
“ dually infpiring me with confidence.
‘“ Unable to labour, athamed to foli-
“ cit charity, helplefs, pennylefs, fee-
“ ble, delicate, thrown out with re-
“ proach from fociety, borne down with
“ a confcioufnefs of irretrievable error,
“ expofed to infult, to want, to contu-
“ QBCIy, to cvery fpecies of aggrava-
“ ted diftrefs, in a fituation requiring

"« fympathy,
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fympathy, tendernets, affittance, —
From whence was I to-draw fortitude t0
combat thefe accumulated evils? By
what magical power or fupernatural
aild was a being, rendered, by all
the previous habits of life and educa-
tion, fyftemarically weak and helplefs,
at once to affume a courage thus da-
ring and heroic ?

« < received, as the tribute of bu-

manity and friendfhip, that affiftance,

without which I had not the means
of exiftence, and was delivered, in
due time, of a lovely female infant.
While bedewing it with my tears,
(delicious tears! tears that fhed &
balm into my lacerated fpirit!) I
forgot for awhile its barbarous fa-

“ ther, the world’s fcorn, and my blaft-

o« od
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“ ed profpe@s: the fenfations of the
“ injured woman, of the infulted wife,
“ were abforbed for a time in the

“ ftronger fympathies of the delighted
L W .

“ My new friend, to whofe tender
‘ cares I feemed indebted for the fweet
 emotions which now engrofied my
“ heart, appeared entitled to my grate-
." ful eftcem: my confidence in him
*“ became every hour more unbounded.
“ It was long ere he ftripped off the
“ mafk fo fuccefsfully affumed; when,
“ 100 late, I found myfelf betrayed, and
“ became, a fecond time, the vidim
“ of my fmplicity and the inhuman
“as of a pradtifed decciver, who
“ had cancerted with the companion of
“ his licentious revels, wearicd with his

' conqud},
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conqueft, the fnare. into which I fell
2 too-credulous prey.

¢ <« Evil communication, habits of vo-
luptuous extravagance, defpair of re-
trieving a blafted fame, gradually fli-
fled the declining ftruggles of virtue s
while the libertine manners of thof¢,
of whom I was now compelled to b¢
the affociate, rapidly advanced the
corruption 3

s «Took off the rofe’

~ # ¢ From the fair foretead of an innocent love,

* ¢ And plac’d a blifter there,

«

(4

«<

“ ¢In a mind unfortified by princi-
ple, modefty is a bloffom fragile
lovely. Every hour, whirled in 8
giddy- round of diffipation, funk me
deeper in fhamelefs vice, The mo-

« ther
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ther became ftified in my heart: my
Vifits to my infant, which I had beca
reluttandy prevailed upon to phce
with a hircling, were lefi and ‘lefs
frequent, I mnoccncc conmrf;ﬁlcl;l
my guile, it revived too pow; m
in my heart the remembrance o 1? "
I was, the rede@ion on what I mlg.
have been, and the terrible convic-
tion, which I dared not dwell upon,
of the fare which yet menaced me.
I abftained from this. fod—hmo‘g:
indulgence, and the ruin of my
became complete,

“ “Why fhould I dwell up?n. f"th':
enter into, a difgufting detail o

gradations of thoughtlefs folly, guilt

and infamy? Why fhould I ﬁau.l
the youthful purity of my lmfom“ -
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“ nate offspring, irto whofe hands thef
 fheets may hercafter fall, with the
“ delineation of fcenes remembered with
“ foul-fickening abhorrence ? Let if
* fuffice to fay, that, by enlarging the
“ circle of my obfervation, though in
* the bofom of depravity, my under-
‘ fltanding became enlightened: 1 per-
“ ccived myfelf the vitim of the in-
¢ juftice, of the prejudice, of fociety,
* which, by oppofing to my return t©
“ virtue almoft infuperable barriers, had
* plunged me into irremediable ruin.
1 grew fullen, defperate, hardened.
“ I felt a malignant joy in retaliating
“ upon mankind a part of the evils
*“ which I fuftained. My mind be-
* came fiend-like, revelling in deftruc-
tion, glorying in its fbame. Aban-
“ doned to exceflive and brutal k-

¢ centioufnefs,
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“ centioufnefs, I drowned retuming re-
“ fction in incbriating potions. The
“ injuries and infults to which my o-
“ dious profeflion expofed me eradi-
“ caed from my heart every remaio-
* ing human feeling. 1 became a mon-
“ fter, cruel, relentefs, ferocious; and
* contaminated alike, with a deadly poi-
“ fon, the health and the principles of
“ thofe unfortunate vidims whom, with
“ praQifed allurements, I cntangled in
“ my fnares, Man, however vicious
“ however cruel, seaches not the de-
“ pravity of a fhamclgs woman. De-
“ Jrair fhuts not againft him every &
““ venue to repentance ; dgfpair drives him
“ not from human fympathics; dgfpair
“ hurls him not from hope, from pitys
* from life’s common charities, to plunge

* him into defperate, damned, guilt.
« <Let
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* < Let the guileful feducer paufe heres
and tremble! Let the fordid volup-
tuary, the thoughtle(s libertine, ftop,
amidt his felfilh gratifications, and
refict! Oh! let him balance this
tremendous price, this deplorable ruin,
againft the revel of an hour, the re-
vel over which fatiety hovers, and 10
which difguft and laffitude quickly
fuccced! Boaft not, vain man, of ci-
vil refinements, while, in the bofom of _
thy moft polithed and populous citics, an
cvil is foftered, poifoning virtue at its .
fource, diffufing through every rank its
deadly venom, burfting the bonds of
nature, blafting its endearments, deftroy-
ing the promife of youth, the charm of
domeftic affetions, and hurling its hap-
lefs vi&tims to irremediable perdition.

¢ ¢« The
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® ¢The evening, which completed
* my career of crime, roufed my flum-
“ bering confcience. To murder 1 was
“ yet unfamiliarized. In the inflant
® when remorfe, with its ferpent-fting,
“ transfixed my heart,. 1 beheld, with
“ unfpeakable confufion and anguith,
“ the man who had, with honourable
“ tenderncfs, fought the chafte affec-
“ tons of my youth. A thoufand poi-
“ gnant emotions ruthed upon my foul:
“ regret, fhame, terror, contrition, com-
* bined to convulfe my enfecbled frame.
* Through the dead filence of the night
“ amidt the prifon’s gloom, contending
* paffions rent my tortured fpirit: in
* the bitternes of defpair, 1 dathed my
“’wretched body againft the dungeon’s
*“ floor ; tore, with my nails, my hair, my
s« flefh,
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flefh, my garments; groaned, howled,
fhrieked, in frantic agony. Towards
morning, a ftream of blood gufhied
from my nofe and lips, and, mingling’
with a flood of tears, a kindly and
copious fhower, recalled me from the
verge of infanity. The firft colle&ted
thought which returning fcnfc'prcfent-.
ed was, a determination to avoid the

¢ man whofe value I had learned too

late, and by whom 1 had been be-
loved in my days of peace and in-
nocence. 1 procured, as the day ad-
vanced, the implements of writings
and traced the charafters delivered 10

your hand ; prefaging, but too trulys

 your humane folicitude.

¢ ¢ At this period, I felt fuddenly 3~

“ wakened, as it were, to 2 new €x-

« jftence.
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“ iftence, The profpe@ of death, by
* bounding the future, threw my re-
“ fle@ions upon the paft. I indulged
“in the mournful retrofpe&; I com-
“ mitted it to paper; while, as my
“ thoughts were methodized, my fpirit
“ became ferene.

*“ ¢Lowly and tranquil, I await my
““ deftiny; but fecl, in the moment that
“ life is cut fhort, difpofidons fpring-
* ing and powers expanding, that, per-
“ mitted to unfold themfclves, might
“ yet make reparation to the fociety I
“ have injured, and on which I bave

«“ bun too well retaliated my wrongs.

“ But it is too late! Law completes
*“ the triumph of injuftice. The def-
“ potifm of man rendered me weak,
“ his vices betrayed me into fhame, 2

¢« barbarous
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barbarous policy ftified returning dig-
nity, prejudice robbed me of the means
of independence, gratitude enfnared
me in the devices of treachery, the
contagion of example corrupted my
heart, defpair hardened and brugality
rendered it cruel. A fanguinary po-

licy precludes reformation, defeating

the dear-bought leflons of experiences
and, by a legal procefs, affuming
the arm of omnipotence, annihilates
the being whom its negligence left
deftitute, and its inftitutions compcncd
to offend.

“¢Thou, alfo, it may be, art in-
capable of diftin&ion; thou, too, pro-
bably, haft bartered the ingenuous
virtues, the fenfibility of youth, for
the defpotifm, the arrogance, the vo- )

¢ Juptuoufnefs,
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un-
luptuoufnefs of man, and the ‘
fortunate daughter of a0 tbandoncdmd -
and wretched mother wxll fp. -
thee her innocent arms in vam.d d.
amidft the corrupdon of vaunte

 vilization, thy heart can yet throt

refponfive to the v?icc o: ::tmw’:
and yicld to the cl:ums. o;hc o
nity, fnatch from deflruction .y
of an illicict commerce, fhelter e
fant purity from comaglor.n,. g{uaworld’
helples youth from. a pitle sbcr -
Cultivate her rcafop, make -
her nature’s worth, ftrengthen h:;hi -
culties, inure her to fuffer ha. P
roufe her to independence, 1n f:iﬂ,
her with fortitude, with cncrgy:l tcm_n
felf-refpe@, and teach hct: to ;orcmn
the tyranny that would xa:p‘o ;IA“.”
of fex upon mind. ¢ v
Vor. L, I
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Mr. Raymond, in continuation: —

“ The cover of thefe papers con-
tained dire&ions whereby I might
trace the urhappy orphan thus. fo-
lemnly committed to my charge: it
was thee, my beloved Mary! child
of infamy and calamity! whom 1| ref-
cued from the hovel of poverty and
difgrace!- I wept over thy infant
teaudes; I treafured up the dying
precepts of thy ill-fated mother ; I
watched thy childhood with tender
care, and nuriured thee with more
than parental folicitude. It is noW
that I expe&t to rezp the harveft of
my cares; now is the critical pcriOd
arrived on which hangs the future
defting of my child. In the cye of

s¢ the
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the world, the mi:fortunes of your
birth ftain your unfuilicd youth: itis

in the dignity of your own mind that

you muft feek refource. The father
of your lover has deeply imbibed thefe
barbarous prejudices: the charalter of
the fon is yet wavering ; his virtue uni-
tried, his principles unformed.  Should
he forfeit the privileges of his birth and
rank, — fhould he contemn the dsz-
zling advantages which fortune pre-
fents to him, — fhould he, impelled
by the fervent pafiions of youth, im-
pofe upon himieif fetters which, once
rivetted, death only can diffolve, —
will avarice, will ambition, never re-
vive in his heart? will he live amn-
tainted in the midft of contagion? will
cftablithed cultoms and fan&ioned opi-

nions, will the allurements of pleafure
Ia « and
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“ and the deceptions of fathion, affail in
“ vain his flexible youth? will he, -
“ midtt the contempt of his equals, the
“¢ fcorn of his fuperiors, fupport a vir-
“ tuous and rational fingularity? will
“ William Pelham, in the heart of a pro-
*“ fligate age, a& the beardlefs philofo-
“ pher? will he never become ¢ man of
 the world? will he never curfe the
“ charms that blinded him to his inte-
“ reft? and mdy not the fenfible, the
“ virtuous, the high-fouled, Mary, per-
“ ceive herfclf, when too late, the in-
“ fulted wife of the man fhe loves?

& RaYmOND.” —™

CHAP
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CHAP XIL

I PERUSED this fatal parrative with
Mingled and indefcribable emotion. ¥
Te-perufed it: it was long ere 1 was
Capable of fully comprehending the con-
fequences it involved : — by degrees they
became unfolded to me in their extent;
and this fir(k leffon of injultice fwelled
my heart with indignant agony. It is
thus that the principles of ingenuous
youth, on his entrance into the world,
become bewildered and fhaken. Af
faled by prejudice, betrayed by fo-
Phiftry, diftralted by contradiftion, en-
tangled in error, he exchanges the fim-
Ple difates of artlefs youth, the gene-
Tous feclings of an wncorrupted hears,

I3 the
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the warm glow of nacural afle&tions
for the jargon of fuperfiition, the fii-
gid precautions of felfithnefs, the mafk
of hyrocrify, and the fallitious diflinc-
tions of capricious folly: reafon is per-
verted and fettered, 2nd virtue polluted
at its fource,

I remained in my chamber for fome
hours, buried in thoughe, till I was roufed
from my réveriec by fome one fofdy
opening the door. I ftarted; the pack-
ct fell from my lap ; and, on beholding
William - gazing earnceftly in my face,
(on which the recent traces of paffion
were legibly imprefled,) with apparent
furprife and concern. I burft into a con-
vulfive flood of tears. Covering mY
face with my handkerchicf, and point-
ing to the manufcript, which lay feat-

tered
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tered on the floor, I ruthed by bim,
and fled precipitately from the apart-
ment, while, having colle&ed the pa-
pers, William retired with them to his
Chamber,

Fecling a fenfe of oppreffion, almoft
to fuffocation, I quitted the houfe, and
wandered, unconfcious of my path, into
4 adjoining copfe, ll the night fhut
In, dark and ftormy. The wind howled
Wournfully through the foliage ; the leaves
were feattered at my feet; the rain fll
in torrents, cold and chill; the under-
Wwood caught and rent my garments,
Which clung round me, heavy with the
damps, and impeded my progrefs. I
Cxperienced, in encountering the con-
fi%ing clements, a gloomy fpecies of

Pleafure: they were, methought, lefs
) g rude



176 THE VICTIM

rude and favage than barbarous man.
I recalled to my remembrance the i-
mage of my wretched mother: I be-
held her, in idea, abandoned to infamy,
caft out of focicty, ftained wich bloods
expiring on a fcaffold, unpitied and un-
wept. | clafped my hands in agony
terrors affziled me till then unknowns
the blood froze in my veins; a fhud-
dering horror crept through my hearts
when a low ruftling found, from a8
adjoining thicket, fuddenly caught my
ftartled ear; while a pale light glcamtd
at intervals through the trees. Liflen-
ing, in fearful, undefinable, expeé&tancys
my breath grew fhort, my heart pal-
pitated laborioufly, feeming to fwell 0
my throat, as I effayed in vain to fhrick-
The founds at length became more dif-

tint ; haty footfteps approached ; while,
fatigutd
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fatigued with unufual cxertion, chilled
by the hoftile eclements, - which every
Moment grew more tempeftuous, agi-
tated by terrible and namelefs emotions,
exhaufted by the ftruggle of warring paf-
fions, my ftrength and my fpirits ucterly
failed, and I funk without motion on the
turf,

Returning, in a fcew moments, to life
and recollection, 1 found myfelf in the
arms of my lover, accompanied by Mr.
Neville, and a fervant carrying a lights
© affift them in their fearch through
the dark and pathlefs wildernefs, where,
alarmed by my unufual abfence, and the
inclemency of the weather, they had, for
fome time, fought me in vain.

Is e« For
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“ For God's fake! my dear Mifs
“ Raymond!™ exclaimed my hoft, i
a tone of mingled kindnefs and re-
proach, ¢ what could induce you to pro-
“ long your walk in a night like this?
“* You know not the anxiety you have
“ caufed us.”

¢ I thank you,” replied I, in a faint
voice, * for your friendly concern. I
¢ had, I believe, miffed my path.”

William’s eyes were fixed earncftly
upon mine. Withdrawing myfelf from
his arms, which ftill fupported me, and
aceepting the aid of Mr. Neville, 1 re-
turned with languid fteps towards the
houfe. Mrs. Neville, on our enranct

haltened to meet us, full of folicitude
on
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on my account. Obferving in my coun-
tenance the traces of unufual emotion,
fhe accofted me with tender fympathy,
Prefling me to retire, and take that re-
pofe which I fo evideatly required. At~
tending me to my chamber, fhe affifted
in difengaging me from my wet gar-
ments. A torpid pain opprefled my
head; Laffitude and reftleflnefs feized my
limbs; cold fhiverings, fucceeded by &
feverith diforder, confined me for fome
days to my apartment. During my in-
difpofition, 1 was attended by my bof
tefs with maternal care. Affuring her
that my diforder would be but tranficnt,
I fought to calm her inquictude, and
obuined from her a promife that my
guardian, without a material and threat-
ening change, fhould not be alarmed by
the knowledge of my fituation.

16 My
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My lover, abandoning himfelf for
fome days to the moft lively affliction,
would not be excluded from my cham-
ber; fitting or kneeling whole hours in
filence near the feet of my bed, his
arms folded, and his features expreflive
of the moft poignant grief. My difor-
der at length abating, my fpirits grew
more tranquil. At my ecarneft requefl,
William was prevailed upon to quit my
apartment, and to content himfelf with
fhort occafional vifits and frequent inqui-
ries. In my prefent fecble ftate, I con-
vinced him, the difcompofure 1 fuffered
from his prefence was peculiarly inju-
rious. 1 folicited and obrained from
bim the return of the fatal packet
which I had promifed to confide t©
my kind hoftefs ; and I engaged, on oY

recoverys
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recovery, to difcufs with him its con-
tents,

During my ftate of convalefcence, 1
had time for refle@ion. The languor re-
Maining from the effe@ts of my illnefs
abated the fervour of my feelings: the
endearing tendernefs of my friend, who,
with lively fympathy, intercfted herfclf
in my firvation, her judicious counfels,
and animated approbation of my princi-
Ples and condu&, aided, flattered, and
foothed, me; while her experience ea-
lightened me refpecting the nature of
thofe cuftoms of which I had previoufly
formed but a confufed apprehenfion. My
refolutions every hour acquired ftrength,
and my mind regained its vigour : I be-
came infpired with an emulation to prove

myfclf worthy the confidence of my pa-
U'OD,
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tron, who, fatisfied with having commu-
ricated to me the circumftances which
rendered my deftiny peculiar, trufted for
my condu& to the principles he had im-
prefled upon my mind; principles, of
which he had a right to expe& the
fruits,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

MY lover grew impatient for the pro-
mifed conference; a conference, how
dreaded foever, which, my health being
ROw nearly re-eftablithed, I had no long-
Cr any pretence to avoid.

“ Why,” faid he, in a tone of re-
Proach, as he entered the parlour, where
I waited in agitacion his approach, « why
“am I excluded from your prefence?
“ Why, when we meet, thofe ave.ted
" eyes, that cold and diftant air? Can
“it be that the tender, the fenfible,
“ Mary hefitates whether to facrifice
“ the man who adores her, the man

“ whom fhe has a thoufand times pro-
e fefled
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¢« fefled to love, tq a fenfelefs chimera,
“ an odious tyranny, againft which rea-
« fon indignanty revolts; or does the
« delight to torture the heart, over which-
* fhe is but too well affured of her
« power?”

“ Alas, my friend!” replied I, re-
garding him with melancholy carneftnefs,
and gently placing my hand on his
which he vehemently fnatched to his
lips, ¢ wound not my heart by thefe
‘ injurious reproaches. It is true that
« I lrve you, tenderly love you: God
“ knows how dear you are to m6
* and the anguifh it cofts me to be
* compelled to renounce you! God
“ knows that, in rending from my heart
* the fentiment fo cherifhed, the fenti-
® ment that has fo Jong conftituted ifs

< happ'mcfsa
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“ happinefs, 1 part with all that endears
“ life)”

“ Why, then, do violence to that in-
‘ valuable heart? Why not liten to
“ its jult and gentle diQtatcs 2"

* Need I recall to your mind” (co-
vering my face with my handkerchicf)
“ the tale which has harrowed up my
“own? Ah, William! can I, ought
“1, to bring dithonour as my ouly
“ dowry to the arms of the man I
[ {4 lovci"

“ You deceive yourfelf, Mary, when
“ you would adopt the language which
“ truth and nature alike abhor. Beau-
“ ty, virtue, talents, derive honour from

“ no ftation, and confer it upon all.
¢ Can
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Can a mind enlishtened, a fpirit dig-
nified, as your’s, fubmit to a tyranny
thus fantaftic?”

« ] do not deny that I am fenGble
of its injuftice; an injuftice that mYy
reafon and my affe&ions equally con”
temn; yet who am I, that 1 fhould
refift the united voice of mankind,
that I fhould oppofe a judgement im-
mature and ipexperienced againft the
cuftoms which ufe has fan&ioned, snd
expedience, it may be, confirmed?”

* Are thefe the magnanimous prin-
ciples, is this the fortitude, that blend-
ed refpet with tendemnefs, that left my
heart in doubt whether the paffion you

“ infpired »

« Ah!
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“ Ah! I know too well all you would
urge : I dare not truit your pleadings;
“ I dread left I fhould miltake the te-
“ merity of paffion for the diQates of
“ principle, left I fhould purchafe pre-
* fent gratification at the expenfe of fu~
“ ture remorfe.”

% And what is the dreaded. the chi-
“ merical, evil, to avert which demands
‘ this expenfive facrifice; to which you
“ thus lavifhly offer up our dearcft
“ hopes? — Duty, virtue, happinefs,
“ form an indiffoluble bond. Can it be
“ you, rath, but charming, msid! who
“ feek, by fattitious diftinctions, to dif-
* folve the facred union?”

¢« Our
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- ¢ Qur fituztions, our cliims, our prof-
“ pelts, thus widely differing, dare 1 en-
¢ tail upon you evils to which your firm-
“ nefs and your recompenfe might, alas!
“ be uncqual?”

“ You love me not:” (his checks
glowing and his eyes flafhing fires) * did
“ you love me, thefe fufpicions, fo un-
© worthy of yourfelf and your loveh
% would have no place in your heart. 1
 perceive bur too plainly that you dif-
 truft and defpife me!”

“ My friend! my beloved friend!
¢¢ your emotion afflicts, but does not
“ offend me. Have pity on my weak-
“ nefs, on my youth, my fex. MY
“ heart finks under the tafk impof‘d

¢ ypod
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Upon it: in affiting you, heaven
knows the anguith it endures. Dif-
tinguith, I entreat you, diftinguith
between our various dutics. In me,
it is virtue to fubmit to a deftiny,
however painful, not wilfully incur-
red; and, in all that affe@®s myflf
merely, to rife magnanimoufly above
it: but why fhould you expofe your-
fclf to a doubtful confli@® and a cere
tain penalty ? — The confidence which
in you is generous, in me would change
its nature, and, in its failure, entail
upon me a double portion of remorfe
and fhame. — William, dear William,
turn not thus from me! Your dif-
pleafure picrces my foul.”

“ My dearclt gid! diftra® me not
thus with contradi®ions and refine-
€ ments 3
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ments ;. fufier nee the fimpliciy of
your mind to be perserred and de-
bauched Ly faftitious fophifms; do
not yield our mutu:! happinefs to the
fubtleties of a fantaftic theory.”

“ Anfwer me, my friend, and anfwer
me truly, dare you believe that your
father, tenacious of the honour of an
un{ullied name, would confent to our
union, would confent to enrol a daugh-
ter of infamy in a family vain of il-
luftrious defcent? IHave the habits
of your youth ipured you to labour?
have they prepared you for indepen-
dence ?  Have reprobation, poverty»
difgrace, the contumely of the .worlds
however unmerited, no terrors for
William P-lham? Will he forfeit
the privileges of his rank and birth?

« Will
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Will he, for the fmiles of love,.bravc
the frowns of fortune, and, in the
decay of thofe charms, which owe to

youth and novelty their glofs, will he

never repent, will he never curfe, the
falcination which mifled him to his
ruin?”

 Why thus conjure up phantoms for
our mutual torture? Where is the
necefiity for combating evils thus for=
midably and fancifully arrayed? The
crucl narrative, that has wounded your
gente nature, is probably known but
10 ourfelves: the village belicves you
the relation of your patron; my fa-
ther knows you for no other: by a
prudent filence, the confequences of
its difclofure might yet be avert-
ed. My father loves me: be is

“ not
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“ not fordid: why fhould we roufe in
« his heart this idol, honour? Is it
« virtue to facrifice to the fhrine of
« prejudice, however vencrable or im-
¢ pofing its claims?”

¢ Dare you then belicve that my
« guardian, whofe ftern integrity bends
“ to no- expedicnts, could be prcvailcd
« upon o fofter the deceit? On a fub-
« je& thus interefling, would Mr. Pel-
“ ham make no inquiries, fhould W€
“ confent to unite in a wilful prevari-
“ cation? s there no caufe to fear left
¢ the voice of rumour, that blazons
« the tale of fhame, fhould bear the
¢ cruel tidings to his car?”

« What is the value of trurh, ab-

« ftratted from its expedience ? — Vir
¢ tuc
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 tue itfelf is worthlefs but as a mean s
[ {4 b Wﬁ'u

“ Ah! beware of fophiftry and con-
 fciolis perverfion! A prefent gradfi-
“ cation in view, is there no danger of
“ felfith delufion? Is paffion an impar-
“ tial judge of the propricty of violating
“ moral fan&ions ? If, where intereft af-
“ fails us, we fuffer our principles to
“ yield, who can tell to what fearful
“ lengths, on lefler occafions, a prece-
“ dent thus pernicious may lead us! —
“ 15 a habit of retitude broken with im-

« Puﬂity Pl

“ Good God!” exchimed my lover,
with vehemence, * does love argue thus
“ coolly when its dearcft interefts are
“ at ftake? You love me not! you ne-

Vor. I, K « ver
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ver loved me! Pride and ficklencfs
have fortified your heart! It is vain -
1o expett from woman a fability for

which fex and nature have incaplCi‘
tated herl”

“ Unjuft William! cruel as unjuft!
what but Jove, tender, powerful, fclf-
annihilating love, — that, where the wel-
fare of the beloved obje@ is at ftake,
triumphing in its fufferings, is content
to be the vi&tim, — could enable me to
fifie the importunate yearnings of 3
fond and breaking heart? I perceive
on every fide, while I would ward
them from yox, the miferics which
menace our ill-fated attachment. A
dark cloud, furcharged with ftorms
hangs over my fate. Let it waftc on

me its fury. I dare to give you ups
€ 10
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“ tolofe, to renounce you. I can weep,
“ and my forrow fhall be luxury; but
“ I dare not, will not, confent to involve
“in my defting the man I love, — t0
“ become at once his misfortune and his
- curfe,”

My exhaufted fpirits would no longer
fuftain me: my head funk on my bo-
fom, my tears flowed without control.
My lover knelt at my feet, folded me 0
his bofon, tenderly embraced me, min-
gling his tears with mine, and at length
Wrung from me a promife that I would
Confent to be his, if, after difclofing to
his father, without referve, the particu-
lars of my birth, he could, by expof-
tulation or entreaties, extort from him
¢Ven a relu@tant confent. He affured

bimfelf, with the fanguine ardour of
K2 youth
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youth and inexperience, that every fcru-
ple muft be vanquithed by the poWCl’f"‘l
and united eloquence of nature, love,
truth,

I liftened to his rapturous exultations
in mournful filence. I returned to him
the papers of Mr. Raymond. Separa-
ting myfelf from him with difficulty, I
retired to my chamber, whither 1 Wa$
followed by my kind hoftefs. Repeat-
ing to her the particulars of the paft
confli@®, I fought relief in her tender
fympathy.

Early in the enfuing morning, Wil
liam departed for the metropolis. [
prefaged but too well the iffuc of his
romantic proje&, and a fearful defpon-
dency gradually pervaded my mind.

CHAP




o PREJUDICE. 197

CHAP XV.

ON the following day, as my thoughts
became more collected, 1 took up my
Pen, and, addrefling myfelf to Mr. Ray-
monds made him a &ithﬁll l’CCitil of
the circumftances which had fscceeded
the receipt of his affecting narrative. I
Poured out my heart to this invaluable
friend without referve, and befought his
foture counfel.

“ You have fulfilled, my deareft
“ child,” faid he, in his reply to my
3ppeal, « my moft fanguine expeéta-
“ tion, Continue to a&t up to the dic-
“ tates of your own admirable judge-

“ ment: if I had not affifted you in
K 3 « forming
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forming principles of reitude, and
in acquiring courage to put them in
pratice, I fhould not now dare to
add, to the crime of negligence, the
tyranny of control It is you who
are to decide on the materials laid
before you; but do not mifconftruc
the groend of my folicitude; ther¢
is no contradidtion in the principles
1 would inculcate. Your affeétion
for William Pelham, not more na~
tural than laudable, has hitherto pro-

¢ duced upon your charalter the hap-

pictt effedts: virtuous tendernefs pu-
rifies the heart, carries forward the
underftanding, refines the paffions
dignifies the feelings, and raifes hu-
man nature to its fublimeft ftandard
of exceilence. 1 rejoice in your €37
pacity for thefe admirable fenfibili-

« ticsi
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* ties; but, when I perceive you ex-
* alted, but not enflaved by them, 1
‘“ exult and glory in my chid! Wil-
‘“ liam’s -youth, inexperience, inftabi-"
“ lity, and habits of dependence, are
“ the only reafonable obftacles which
““ oppofe your mutual withes: fhould
“ his attachment prove worthy its ob-
‘“ je&, thefe obftacles, though threat-
“ ening, are far from infupcmblc. His
“ deftiny will not permit us to con-
“ fine him in rural fhades: let him try
“ the world, and prove his boafted
“ frength : if, in the arduous warfare,
“ vitory crown his cfforts, let him
return, and chim the recompenfe of
“ his toils: the invaluable heart of my
“child will be a victor’s rich re-
“ ward,

K4 « I
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“ I yearn to clafp my beloved Mary,
“ the pride and comfort of my declining
‘¢ years, to my paternal bofom. In her
¢ happinefs and improvement, my hopes
‘ and affections fondly centre,

¢ RAyMOND.”

The concluding paragraph of this let-
ter determined me on an immediate re-
turn to the beloved afylum of my child-
hood. The neceflity for my. abfence no
longer exifted : Ilonged to embrace my
father and my friend, to bafk in the fun-
fhine of his approving fmiles. Afier ac-
quainting my friends with my intention
I began with alacrity to prepare for mY
departure.

The
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The evening previous to the day ap-
Pointed for my journcy, a letter was
broughit by a horfemsm to the parfonage,
fuperfcribed 1o Mifs Raymond: I had
ftrayed into the meadows adjoining the
orchard, and met, on my return, my’
hoftefs, who had been fecking me, and
who put into my hand the paper lefc by
the meflenger. I trembled and changed
colour on recognizing the well-known
Writing of my lover. Hattily breaking
the feal, I read the following lines:. —

« To Miss RaymonD.

“ Your miftaken heroifm has ruined
us! My father is inexorable! He
*“ is preparing to fend me to the con-
‘ tinent, whither Edmund is, for the
“ benefit of his health, advifed to re-

K 5 ' Pail’.
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pair. Two years is the period al-
lotted for our abfence. I am deter-
mined to refift this tyrapny, and brave
every confcquence. I fhall follow my
letter immédia‘tcly, and once mor®
tender to yéu my heart and hand:
if you are then refolved rather to o-
bey the diftates of a frigid prudence

than yicld to the united claims of
virtue, love, and reafon, you will pro-
bably regret in future the effeéls of
2 defpair for which yox only will be re-
fponfible. | « W. P.”

The fortitude 1 had been ftruggling

to atisin forfook me on the perufal of
this epitile. I gave it, without fpcaking
to my friend, and, clafping my ar™*
round her neek, funk, half-fainting, °°
her maternal bofom, She fupported M€

1o
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to my chamber, and, remaining with me
till the night was far fpent, fought by
€very endearment to calm the perturba-
tion of my fpirits.  Quitting me towards
Morning, fhe entreated me to endeavour
0 take fome repofe. In compliance
Vith her folicitude, I threw myfelf, in
My clothes, on the bed, but reft fled
from me. As the day dawned, aban-
doning my pillow, and fofily ftealing
from my chamber, 1 panted to relicve
Ty overcharged heart by breathing &
freer 4, Ogening the door which led
into the garden, I wandered through the
€nclofures, and, at length, wearied and
xhaufted, feated myfelf on a ruftic bench,
A the foot of an aged oak, where 1
Watched the crimfon clouds, the harbin-
S°rs of day.  Abforbed in refie@tion, the.
ho"“-Paﬁ'cd unheeded, and the fun rofe

high



204 THE VICTIM

high above the horizon ere I quitted MY
retreat.

T returned flowly towards the houfes
and, on entering the parlour, behelds
with furprife and emotion, my lover i#
carneft converfation with Mrs. Nevilles
his drefs negligent and his air wild and
perturbed.  He turned fuddenly, on my
entrance, and, obferving my pallid coun”
tenance, tottering fteps, and features 0%
which the ravages of paffion were im-
prefied, folded me to his bofom, and
by the mute eloquence of affectionatt
endearment, expreffed his vender fy™
pathy. The entrance of Mr. Neville
prevented for the prefent any expland”
tion of our fentiments. During the ¢
paft, I tricd to rally my fainting fpi-
rits, and to prepare myfclf for the 2P°

proachiﬂg-
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proaching trial. I recalled to my re-
membrance every confideration which
might tend to fortify my condud and
control my feelings, while I fought in
vain to roufe my languid powers. Our
humane hoft but too well comprehend-
ing our fituation, on fome Ppretcnce,
breakfaft being ended, quitted the room.
Mrs. Neville was about to follow her
hufband, but, preventing her defign
I entreated the - fupport of her pre-
fence.

In vain fhould I attempt to do jul-
tice to the confli® which enfued: MY
lover omitted no means to cffed his
Purpofe and afail my faultering refolus
tion: he knelt, implored, argucd, Weph
threatened, reproached 3 curfed himfelf,

his father, my patron, the whole world,
with
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with terrible imprecations ; gave a loofe
to all the impetuofity of his paffions;
and abandoned himfelf to the moft
frantic exceflfes. Stunned, confounded,
thocked, overborne, my fenfes grew be-
wildered: I funk into a kind of ftupors
and became unconfcious to what Wwas
pafling. I neither fpoke nor wept; but
with -a wild air, continued to gazc va~

cantly,

- Mrs. Neville perceived my fituation 3
and, taking my cold and lifelefs hand,
attempted to withdraw me from a fcenc
to which my faculties were no longer
equal. - She uttered, as fhe tried toO
roufe. my attention, a fevere rf:l.n'irm!ﬂd
to my lover. He caught the alarms
checked himfelf, and, at her repeated
{ulicitation, confented to withdraw, and

o
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to poftpone for the prefent what he had
farther to urge.

It was not till after many hours, and
a fhort but profound Qumber, that I
was capable of refuming the affcéting
fubje®. William, apprchcnﬁvc for my
health and intelle@s, had now become
more moderate; he at length fuffered
himfelf to yield to our united reafon-
ings, refpecting the danger and impro-
priety of a precipitate condu, in de-
fiance of his father’s injunctions, in a
cafe thus important. I communicated
to him the letter I had received from Mr.
Raymond, whercin he gcncrouﬂy cone
fides in my judgement and prudence, and
hints, that the barriers, which, at pre-
fent, oppofed themfelves to our happi-

nefs, may yield to time and perfeve-
rance.
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rance. I affured my lover, repeatedly
and tenderly affured him, if, on his re-
turn from the contihent, a commerce
with the world had wrought no change¢
in his affe@ions; if, in the intervals
he had determined on fome plan of
independence; if, when not wholly un-
acquainted with them, he perfifted in
defpifing the allurements of intereft and
ambition ; if his prefent views and fen-
timents were confirmed and fan&ioned
by time and experience; he might thent
challenge my faith and affe@ion, and
I fhould glory in aiding him to give 8%
example to the world of the triumph
of virtuwous and unfophifticated fecl-
ings.

Appeafed, in fome meafure, by thefe
reprefentations, he engaged in all things
10
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% refign himfelf to my will, on con-
dition that I would previoufly, as 8
Pledge of my fincerity, and to obviate
future hazards or plans for our fepa-
ration, fuffer the nuptial-ceremony to be
performed by Mr. Neville : in that cafe
whatever it might coft him, he would
qQuit me immediately after the fervice,
would go abroad, remain there the al-
lotted period, and endeavour to wait
Patiently a prudent feafon for the difclo-
fure of our marriage.

“ Do you not perceive, my friend,”
replied I, « the inconfiftency, the ab-
“ furdity, of this plan? —— What!
“ fhall I firt bind my fate to yours
“ and then fuffer you, far from the in-
“ fuence of my tender, watchful, af-

“ fe@tion, to expofe your yet-uncer-
[{4 um
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[ (]

tain virtue to the contagion of the
world?”

* Promife me, then,” interrupted he

with vehemence, * promife that, in mY

€«

abfence, you will liften to no other

¢« propofals: I forefee the trials to which

€<

({4

(13

114

[ {4

({4

€<

[ 14

({4

L {4

your conftancy will be expofed; every
man who beholds will love you, will
be my rival.”

« If your knowledge of my heart af-
ford you not a fecurity for my faith,
weak indeed were the fandtion of
oaths, and unworthy the facred flame
that animates us: were not your fears
as injurious as chimerical, would yo¥
accept the cold reluftant hand, the
vi@tim of fuperftition, when the alicd”
ated mind deplored the facrifice? NO»

« William!
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%« William! I will neither give nor re-
 ceive vows: let us both be free, and
“ et our re-union be the cheerful, vo-

“ luntary, dignified, confummation of
“ love and virme.”

The day wore away before the fcruples
of my lover were vanquifhed: the con-
tention was long and arduous: I fuffered
‘not my friend to quit me for a moment
diftrufting the fpirit for which I had fo
Painfully ftruggled. Our parting Was
tender and mournful: my lover quitting
me, and returning again and again to take
a laft embrace, protraled the agony of
feparation. The next day and the day
following, wholly abforbed in gricf, [
was unable to quit my chamber: my

benefaltor, my home, cvery idea but
one
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one feemed entirely effaced from my
remembrance,

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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CHAP L

FROM the tender forrows occafioned
by the departure of my lover, 1 was
Toufed, on the third morning after our
feparation, by a more ferious evil I
had joined my friends at the breakfaft-
table, and was exerting myfelf o take
* fhare in che familiar affe@ionate ef-
fufions ang greetngs, ‘which more pe-
Cliarly diftinguifhed the carly rcpafts of
- Vor. 1, B this
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this interefling family. The children,
blooming as cherubs, who had of latc
miffed my accuftomed attentions, lavifh-
ing on me their artlefs carefles, were cx-
erting all the graces of infancy to ob-
tain my notice; while Mr.and Mrs
Neville, regarding their efforts with 2
tender complacency, on their parts 0-
mitted no kind or foothing attention t0
amufe and chéer me. In the midt of
this fimpie and fricndly intercourfe, the
fervant, entering, informed my hoft that
a perfon defired to fpeak with him on
urgent bufinefs.  Inftanty quitting us, he
remained fhut up in his ftudy near an
hour with the ftranger; on whofe de-
parture, he rejoined us in the parlouts
where I had continued with Mrs. Ne-
ville, engaged in 4n interefling, though
painful, retrofpe@ of the late events

My
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My friend was fpeaking to me with
fome earncftnefs as her hufband re-en-
tered, when, turning at the found of his

well-known footfteps, fhe ftopped fud-
denly, uttering a fearful exclamation.

¢« Good Godl” faid fhe, « what has
* befallen you?” and funk back in
her chair, from which fhe had made 8

vain effort to rife.

Confternation and diftrefs were painted
on the features of Mr. Neville, as, @<
king the hand of his wife, and flcndy
Preffing it to his lips, he tendesly hung
over her.

 Speak to me, my dear Neville,”
@ntinued fhe, wildly; ¢ for heaven’s

® fake, fpeak to me! Relieve me
B2 ¢« from



THE VICTIM

« from thefe intolerable apprehenfi-
[ 1 ml”

~« Have you fortitude, my dear An-
“ na, to hear of the rain of our little
¢ family? Can you fhare the poverty
¢ of the man who feels it but for you
¢ and your childrent”

Folding her arms round her huf-
band, who ftrained her to his heart, and
embracing him with exquifite tender-
nefs, fhe wept for fome minutes on his
bofom : at length, regarding him affec-
tionately, and making an cffort to con”
quer her emotion, * I exift,” faid fhes
in a tone of bewitching foftnefs, fimi-
ling through her tears, ¢ but for MY
¢ Neville and the dear pledges of bis
« Jlove. With them, all fituations ar®

o« comparati"ly
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“ comparatively indifferent, — without
“ them, all alike would be infupport-
” .bk.”

“ You will then, perhaps, bear to
“ hear, that I muft refign my curacy,
“ our cottage, and litde farm. A week
“ only is allowed for our removal, and
“ God knows what is to become of us
“ Wl”

My friend, for a moment, appeared
thocked and confounded; but, inftantdy
recovering herfelf, fhe affumed an air
of patient refignation. ¢ Whence this
“ change?” interrogated fhe. How
* have we incurred the difpleafure of the
“ re@tor? Whar is the pature of our
“ offence ?”

B3 Mr.
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Mr. Neville glanced his eye fighdy
_towards me: there was in it an cxprﬂf’
fion of concern mingled with benignity
¢ The rector is dead1” replied he ©
the queftions of his wife. ¢ His ad-
« vanced age and infirm health have
“ long prepared me for fuch an event-
¢ Mr. Doraville, in whofe gift the li-
“ ving is, and who had allowed m¢
“ to hope for the reverfion, has pﬂt‘a
¢ with the prefentation to a gentlemad
“ to whom he is under pecuniary ob-
¢ ligations, and who is, I fufpe&, will-
“ ing to accept this privilege in 1V
“ of a debt of honour; and a new it
“ cumbent has already taken poffcfliod
¢ of the reftory.”

¢« Why»
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“ Why, then, not apply % him?
“ It is poffible, though we muft no
“ longer hope for the living, that the
* curacy and parfonage, where we have
* fpent fo many delightful hours, may
“ ftill be continved to us, in confi-
“ deration of your family, your merit,
“ and long eftablithment.” (Mr. Ne-
ville fighed and turned away his face.)
“ What is the name of the perfon at
“ prefent nominsted? and who is the
“ gentleman to whom the right of pre-
“ fentation has been transferred?”

Mr. Neville was ftill filent. My friend
Tepeated and preffed her queftion. < Sir
“ Peter Ofborne,” at length, replied he
Cmphatically,

‘B &4 The
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The found produced upon my frameé
an ele@ric effe@. Starting from the fcat
where I had hitherto remained in anx-
ious attention, — gafping for breath, and
clafping my hands in agony, — I fonk
on my knees at the feet of my fricnds
my fupplicating eyes lifted towards themme
Struggling for utterance, which, for 8
moment, feemed denied me,

¢ It is to me, then,” at laft I cx-
claimed, ¢ wretched child of misfor-
“ tune! that you owe this calamity}
“ me, who am fated to involve in
“ my deftiny all who know o lové
* mel”

Raifing me tenderly, they embraced
and foothed me, delicately appearing 1
oy
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my concern to lofe the fenfe of their
own difappointment ; but it was long ere
my fpirits regained any degree of com=
pofure. My hoft, in the courfe of -
the day, informed us, that the meflen-
8er who had brought him thefe une
Pleafant tidings was the fteward of Mr.
Dornville ; that his mafter, having learnt
the intentions of Sir Peter Ofborne and
the prefent incumbent to deprive Mr.
Neville of the curacy, had exprefied
fome compun&ion on the occafion, and
had commiffioned ‘his fteward to offer
his interet to procure him the chap-
Linfhip of a garrifon abroad, fhould he
be willing to quit his countrys inti-
Mating, ar the fame time, that, in cafe
of his acceptance of this propofal, the
cXpenfes of fitring out, fees of office,
Temoving his family, and other necef-

Bs fary
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fary charges, would amount to, at leatts
from three to five hundred pounds 3

if enabled to raife this fum, the appoint
ment would well repay the trouble and
expendirure. ¢ But where,” added mY
hoft, ¢« were we inclined to accept this
“ offer, are we to procure the money?
“ The falary of my curacy, and the
« profits of the few acres annexed t0
« the parfonage, were barely fufficients
“ with the utmoft frugality, to fupport
“ my family: fome expenfes I have
‘ incurred in the improvement of my
“ land: and, when our hay is fold, and
“ our wheat threfhed and difpofed of
“ 1 doubt, after difcharging the feW
* debts which we have been obliged ©
‘¢ contract, whether we fhall have twenty
“ pounds remaining in the world.”

« We
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“ We are not certain,” faid Mm.
Neville, after paufing for fome times
“ that Sir Peter is our determined €=
“ nemy. As a gentleman and a man
‘ of education, he cannot be devoid of
* humanity: I think it would be right,
“ at leaft jt would be affording him no
“ pretence againtt us, to make the cuf-
“ tomary application.”

“ To give you fatisfaction, 1am will-
“ ing to take this ftep, though, I con=
“ fefs, it will be with fome reluftance,
“ afier the fpecimen we have had of
“ his character in his ungentleman-like
“ perfecutions of Mifs Raymond, and
“ the irriable ftate of mind in Which
“ he laft left our houfe. Thefe recol-

* leftions much incline me, I own, to
B6 « fufpedt,
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“ fufpe®, in this affair, a deliberate
“ plan of malice; neverthelefs, as I
** would leave no means, confiftent with
* what is due to my own charatter, un-
“ wied, when the welfare of my family
“ is at ftake, I will adopt the condué
“ you propofe ; but I will not humble
*“ myfclf to a man of a temper fo app3-
“ renty ferocious and malignant.”

In confequence of this refolution, 8
meflenger was difpatched to the rec”
tor, who rcturned, in a fhort timt
with a letter coldly civil, informing
my friend, that he had already pled-
ged his word for the curacy to 8
perfon  recommended by his patro
to whom he referred Mr, Nevilles
meflenger.  To this reference Sir Pe-
ter Ofborne had alfo vouchfafed 8 7

Py
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Ply equally charaQeriftic and infulting:
~ That Mr, Neville would have done
well to have employed the agency of his:
8ueft, Mifs Raymond, on this occa-
fion, to whofe interceffion he was greatly
difpofed to liften. — A tranfient emo-
tion of anger, to which he difdained to
Bive words, flathed in the eyes of my
hoft, and glowed on his check, as he
Perufed this barbarous farcafm; while
My feelings were thofe of bitter, un-
Mixed, anguifh. My friends, ever a-
Miable and magnanimous, fupprefled, in
Confideration of my fhare in this mif-
f°mm€. the expreffion of their own
Juft fenfations on fo cruel a change in
trir fituation and profpedts.

I could not be prevailed upon to leave

them ] I had affifted Mrs, Neville in
the
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the melancholy employment of remo-
ving their fimple furniture to a neigh
bouring hamlet. In thefe trying circum-
ftances, fhe exerted herfelf with a p3°
tient cheerfulnefs truly admirable and
heroic; endeavouring, by every cender
attention, even, at times, by fPl'ighdy
fallies, to divert the dejection that clowd-
‘ed the afpeét of her hufband, and 0
cheer the fill deeper depreffion which
weighed down my fpirits, from a ¥€°
fie@tion on the occafion of this melan
choly change. My thoughts no longcf
fondly dwele on my lover; I fcarcelf
recolleGted that he was in cxiftcn‘-"“
.my whole attention was concentred
the calamities of this excellent pair, while
I revolved in my mind a thoufand vag¥
plans for their relicf and future cftablift-

ment. At length, becoming impatic™
' to
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¥ communicare my projets to my dear
father ang monitor, on whofe wifdom
and kindnefs I felt the moft perfeét re- |
liance, and to confult him on a fubje&
thus heavily prefling on my heart, after .

ing my friends fettled in their new
abode, I quitted them with regret, and
'eturned, with a mind, alas! how chan-
8d, to the once-happy fcenes of my
childhood,

A tide of recolleCtions gufhed upon .
My heart as [ entered the dear parental
dylum, Mr. Raymond folded me to
his bofom in fpeechlefs emotion: I wept
n his arms, and an cloquent filence of
fome minutes enfued. Methought, as
I gezed upon his vencrable countenance,
it appeared overfpread with wannefs ;
the features were funk and changed. A

' dight
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flight expreffion of difappointment feem-
ed blended with the concern-and tender”
nefs which were painted in his cyes, 3%
gently tapping my cheek,

« Where are the rofes,” faid he,
‘a tone affectedly fportive, yet half-re
proachful, “ that once blofflomed on the
¢ cheek of my Mary? Ihad factered
« myfelf that my girl would have ri-
« fen fuperior to this love-fick weak*
“ pefs.”

A fuffufion of fearlet dyed my face
and neck. ¢ Nor have you decci?
« yourfelf, my father! Far other carcs
“ at prefent occupy my thoughts.”
proceeded minutely to relate to him the
preceding events, of which my i

was full, while he liftened to my M7
ratio?
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ration with evident and lively emo-
tion,

“ And what, my child,” faid he, a3
I concluded, * is to be done? What

“ would you with me to do?”

“ Refcue, if poffible, this amible f2-
“ mily from the fate that awaits them.”

He paufed for fome time: at length,
tegarding me with a countcnance of af-
fC&iOnate folicitude, This is, indeed,”
Tefumed he, « an unfortunate circum-
“ flance; it affeéts me more than I am
“ able to expres, I can conccive but
“ of one refource, and on that I fcarcely

“ dare to think.”

e« Name



18 THE VICTIM

¢« Name it,” faid I, grafping his hand
eagerly, and fixing on his my inquiring
eyes.

He hefitated, fighed, and, in & faul®
tering accent, at length continued: =~
¢« Can Mary encounter the perils of in*
« digence? is that delicate frame fiteed
« for labour?”

« How, my dear fir! for heaven's
« fake, explain yourfclf!”

He proceeded with more frmneis:
« The principal part of my incom®
« confifting of life-annuities, wills of
« courfe, perith with me: I have, by
« frugality, contrived to lay up fro®
“ my annual expenfes the fum of fi¥°

« hundred
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“ hundred pounds, which I bad def-
“ tined as a fmall independence for my
“ child: lefs than this will not extricate
“ my friend, to whofe misfortune we
“ have unhappily, though innocently,
“ been inftrumental. I am at a lofs on
“ what to refolve: my heart is divided
“ and torn between prefling and contend-
te ing duties.”

“ Ah! then,” exclaimed I, in a ton¢
f ecflafy, throwing myfelf on tae neck
of my patron, « let me decide. Iam
" young, agtive, healthy, and able to
“ labour: my own error was the origi-
“ nal caufe of this calamity; it is rea-
““ fonable and juft that I fhould pay the
“ forfeics I have with yos no Wantsj
“ the future js uncertain and may bring

“ with it its own refources, the pre-
« fent
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« fent diftrefs is immediate and admi®
« of no delay. Afford me, I entreat
« you, my father, my friend,” added b
‘with fervour, embracing him agein
again, ¢ the exquifite pleafure of relic-
« ving our unfortunate friends.”

Mr. Raymond fat for fome time ab”
forbed in meditation : his fighs were fre-
quent and profound, tears trickled through
his fingers as he held his hand to his for¢”
head: he turned his face half from @€}
his frame feemed fhaken by internal 88
tation. Hanging upon him, 1 ceafed “oc
to importune him to abide by my dect”
fion: I already anticipated with ; )
delight the re-inftating my friends in thetf
former felicity : I continued, with incred”
fing vehemence, to reitcrate my arg™”

ments and entreaties, tll my kind 8%
diam
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dian, vanquithed by this zeal and perfe-
Verance, yiclded to my withes, and con-
fented to refign to my difpofal the con=
tefted fum,

“ Take it,” faid he, « Mary,” em-
Phatically, as he put into my hands &
draught for the amount, * and do with
“ it according to the liberal dictates of
“ your own noble mind. May the pe=
“ riod never arrive when my child may
“ have caufe to rue her lavith genero-
[} ﬁtyx”

So much apparent regret mingled
with this aftion of Mr. Raymond, thits
had | not, in a thoufand inftances, Wit=
nefled his even lavith benevolence, had
I not been affured of his fympathy in
the misfortuncs of his friends, had I

not
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not imputed his concern to its true
fource, affe@ion for me and folicitude
for my welfare, my heart would have
fclt inclined to reproach the reluftant
ungrateful, donation. It was with dif-
ficulty I could chafe, by lively fallics
and playful careffes, the cloud that had
fixed itfelf on his brow.

Seeming to regard me with looks of
mingled tendernefs and compaflion, he
frequently averted his face, as if to hide
the flarting tear. 1 confulted with him
refpe@ing the moft delicate and propef
method of effe&ting our purpofe, and W¢
determined on an anonymous convey”

ance, as a mean the Jeaft liable to feruplé
or defeat,

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

AIDED by the fecret bounty of my
guardian, Mr. Neville fignified to Mr.
Dornville his acceptance of the foreign
3ppointment, which, on inquiry, ap-
Peared to be combined with circum-
ftances peculiarly promifing. He began
% make preparations for his departure 3
but, before he quitted the country, a-
greed to pafs with us fome days, at the
United requeft of Mr. Raymond and my-
. Our feparation was folemn and
affecting : my friends fpoke with regret
Of their ignorance of their benefadtor,
on whom they lavithed blcﬁ;mgs and ac-
kﬂbwlcdg\:xm:nts. Mrs, Neville prefled

e to her maternal bofom: 1 carefled
and
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and wept over the children. We part-
ed with reciprocal affurances of tendef
recolleCtion and mutual withes for 8.1
union,

During thefe events, I had reccived
frequent letters from my lover, (letters
breathing the moft paffionate tenderncfs)
who, with his brother, had quitted Eng-
land, and had taken the route to Paris.
My benefadtor, to whofe perufal I of-
fered thefe endearing proofs of the af-
feQtion and fidelity of my friend, PUt
them back with a reje@ting hand.

“ To her own prudence and virtue I
“ commit my child” (for, fo he delight-
ed to call me): « the delicacies of af-
“ feCtion are prophaned by commos
*“ or indifferent eyes: of my girl 1 have

« no
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“ no diftruft: may William prove wos-
“ thy of her!”

As the wmult which had lately dif-
Quicted my fpirits gradually fubfided, I
had more Ieifure to contemplate the ra-
Vages which difeafe, rather than age,
had made on the ftrength of my firft
and beft fricnd. An acute diforder, to
Which he had for a long period been
liable, now returned more frequently,
and the paroxyfms were of longer du-
Rton. This circumftance, added to the
Painful emotions which appeared to a-
gitate him on the flighteft allufion to
the fubje@, prevented me from touch-
ing on the narrative of my unfortunate
Mother, There fcemed to have been a
tacit compad between us to avoid any
Teference to what muft have proved

Vou.,IL C. mutually
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mutually painful. As his malady in-
creafed, his paticnce and fortitude, 3°
midft trying pangs, were a conftant and
imprefive leflon. My time, my carcs
and my attentions, were wholly devoted
to him,

At this period, the return of Sir Pe-
ter Ofborne to the country gave M
new vexation and alarm. He rencwed
his perfecutions with a difgufting avda~
city, infulted me with licentious propo-
fals, contrived various methods of convey”
ing to me offers of a fplendid fettle
ment, and reduced me to the necefity
of confining myfelf wholly to the houfe-
At length, fruftrated in his attempts “"d
inflamed by oppofition, he changed his
conduét, profeficd honourable views, and,
under this pretence, obtained; with o™

difficultys
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difficulty, an audience of Mr. Raymond,
whofe intereft he deigned to folicit, and
before whom he made an oftentatious
difplay of his ample pofieflions and li-
beral intentions in my favour. My pa-
tron engaged to relate to me the particu-
lars of the interview, difclaiming any 0-
ther interference.

At the fame time, a humbler deftiny
offered itfelf to my acceptance : a neigh-
bouring farmer, young, honeft, fimple,
induftrious, and moderately wealthy, fo-
licited, with ruftic praifes and artlefs pro=
feflions of regard and admiration, my
heart and band.

“ What fay you, Mary?”’ added my
kind friend, after reporting to me thefe
different pretenfions. ¢ I would fain fee

Ca “ my
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“ my girl in a fafc and fheltered fitu-
« ation before I refign my exiftencei
“ a period which my various infirmi-
¢ tics warn me can be atnogtﬂtdif‘
« tance.” 1 looked at him, and MY
cyes involuntarily filled with tears. * 1
« underftand you,” faid he, while his
own eyes gliftened. Taking my hand,
and unaffeGtedly fmiling, * I neced 70
¢« affurances of your love. Approach-
« ing diffolution has no terrors for mc?

« I have, I hope, fulfilled my deftiny»

« and of my duties have not been whol-
« ly negligent: I have experienced fome
* forrows, but more eajoyments: yoUf
“ improvements and perfedtions have
“ added greatly to the fum of the latuch
“ as a care for your future welfarc is
¢ now my only remaining anxicty.”

« Surelfs
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* Surely, my dear fir, you can be
*in no fufpenfe as to the fentiments
“ of gog heart, much lefs refpe&ting my
“ opinions of Sir Peter Ofborne. Can
“ the mind you have formed be al-
“ lured by fordid motives to defert its
 principles?”

“ I hope not. Certainly I had no
“ doubts upon this fubje@, but mercly
* fpoke of it in conformity to my en-
“ gagement with Sir Peter. But what
“ fhall T fay to my honet friend the
“ farmer? A life of agriculture has
* many advantages : it is natural, ac-
“ tive, healthful, and, in a great de-
“ gree, independent : it affords intervals
“ for focial enjoyment and the culd-
“ vation of the mind, and is favoura-

C3 « ble
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“ ble to virtue: methinks I could like
““ to fcc my girl grace the dairy; “}‘
“ would make the pretdeft -dairy-m"d
«¢ in thc county.-”

I fighed; I felt my colour changti
my eyes fell under thofe of my guar
dian, who regarded me with {miling €3
neftnes. I continued filent.

~ “ How am I to interpret thofe fight»
“ that changing countenance, and thofe
 downcaft looks?”

« I love William Pelbam, fir: fhall 3
“ give my hand without my heart 2”

He paufed for fome moments. At
length, as if from a fudden recollec

tion, “ Tell me, Mary," rCfUmcd he,
«s wheD
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“ when did you hear laft from Wil-
“ lam”

 Not lately;» hefitating s * not very
€@
htdy."

“ And bis bt letter ——

“ Was,” tumning afide to hide a fart-
ing tear, « was fhorter, was—— y¢%
“ I fear, I belicve — lefs animated
* w—— lefs tender »  Unable to
Proceed, I threw my arms round the peck
of my guardian, hid my face, and fob-
bed in his bofom.

He preflcd me tenderly to his heart.

“ Poor child! and fo thou wouldft
“ facrifice future peace and ufcfulnefs to
Cs S«
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“ a2 romantic notion of the heroifm of

L 4

conftancy.” 1 flarted, haftily with

drawing myfelf from his paternal em”
brace. * I will not deccive thee, ™Y

[ {4

[ {4

[ 14

&«

[ {3

({4

lovel 1 have certain intelligence that
William Pelham enters into the gaie”

*“ ties and licentious pleafures of Paris

with all the ardour that belongs ®©
his age and charafter. The impref-
fions of virtuous affe@ion, which be
reccived in his youth, are, probablfs
even by this time, effaced in the
riot of voluptuous gratification. 1
could with to fee your life, while in
its prime, dignificd, a@ive, and ufe-
ful: 1 fhould fink into the grave i?
affliGtion and difappointment, were .I
to behold the youth and fine qual®
ties of my child confumed by the

canker of romantic forrow and Und”
« vailing
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“ vailing regret. Few marriages sre
“ formed on what is called Wve, i
“ its appropriate fenfe; it is & bewitch-
“ ing, but delufive, fentimint ; it dwells
“in the imagination, and frequenty
“ has linle other conncition with the
“ obje@. The true beauty, of which
“ the Jover is enamoured, is merely
* ideal; an exquifite enchantment, dif-
“ folving on a nearcr approach; an in-
 toxicating fpecics of enthufiafm, that,
“ (like every other extraordinary cbulli-
“ tion of the fpirits,) fubfiding, leaves
 them proportionably exhaufted. The
“ mind incapable of thefe clevated con-
' ceptions wants vigour ; the mind fub-
“ dued by them is weak. The fent-
“ ments you have experienced have in~
“ creafed the worth of your charalter:
“ an irrefiftible charm is added by thefe
Cs « graceful
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« graceful fenfibilities to the attrations
« of youth: but your peculiar deftiny
« calls for feverer exertions: fhake offs
“ then, this enervating foftnefs, and live
“ henceforward to reafon and virtue.’

« Allow me time, my father! mY
« friend!” exclaimed I, in a voice hﬁlf‘_'
ftified with emotion, ftruggling to con-
“ceal my anguith;  allow me time ©
“ wean my mind from the fecling®
« which have fo long conftituted its
« happinefs and its glory. Should wil-
« liam indeed prove unworthy of mY¥
« tendernefs, my heart, if it break not-
“ fhall be taught to bend to the dice
¢ tates of reafon; but do not compel
'« me to be unjuft, do not let you*
« rational and laudable concern for m¥

“ welfare betray you into tyranny. 1
s¢ cannots
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“ cannot, I ought not, to beftow on
“ any man a rclu@ant hand with an
 alienated heart. It is not neccllary
“ that I fhould marry; I can excrt
“ my talents for my fupport, or pro-
“ cure a fultenance by the labour of
“ my hands. [ darc encounter indi-
“ gence; but 1 dare not proftitue my
*“ fincerity and my faith.”

“ Alasl” replied my patron, regard-
ing me fignificandy, and fhaking his
head with a diftruftful air, « alas! you
“ are ignorant of the world and its
% corruptions! ‘To leave you fo youngs
“ fo lovely, fo friendlefs, plants in my
® heart a thoufand daggers. But I urge
“ you not, my lovel Take time to re-
“ e, and weigh all that has paffed.”

Cé ~ With
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With this permiffion I retired to my
chamber. When alone, I revolved, in
filence and in folitude, the new appre-
henfions which poured, in a torrent,
upon my heart. * William is unfaith-
“ full William is corrupted!” I ex-
claimed in an agony, while fealding
tears guthed from my eyes. « A few
*“ fhort months have effaced from bis
“ remembrance thofe impreffions which
“ I fondly perfuaded myfelf would be
“ indclible, would guard his heart 85
“ with an impenetrable =gis! He hss
“ forgotten his Mary; fhe who lived
“ but for him alone! He is already
“ (oh, fatal prediction!) become & mes
“ of the world!” My imagination call-
ed up and dwelt upon a thoufand rack-
ing, torturing, images: William difips”

ting
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ting himfelf in thoughtlefs frivolity, in-
dulging in voluptuous riot, forgetful of
Mary, of love, of virme! Till dhis fa-
tl period, fome fweet ingredient had
mingled in my cup of forrow, fome
Battering hope whifpered, in feraph's
accents, peace to my wounded fpirit
~ but scw all was bitter, unmixed, cor-
rofive, agony! The fabric of rare fe-
Lcity, which fancy had bufied itfelf in
eretting, funk, at once, oa its airy
foundaton, and left a dreary, 8 defo-
late, void, Days fucceeded cach other,
black and joylefs: a tempeft of paffions
raged in my heart, and fwept before icmy
feeble reafon: the light of day became
hateful to me: I fecluded myfelf in folitary
and diftant apartments, avoiding the pre-
fence of my patron, whofe looks, though

he fpoke not, feemed to reprove me.
At
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At length, exhaufted by their excefs
my emotions began to fubfide. I re-
membered that my lover exifted not
alone in the univerfe; that I had other
obligations, other duties, to fulfil. A fe-
cret reproach ftung my heart; I fought
to rally my finking powers; 1 blufhed
at the felfifh weaknefs which 1 had fuf-
fered thus to fubdue me; I ﬁruggk“
with my emotions, nor combated them
in vain ; a fenfe of confcious worth fwell-
ed my bofom, and elevated my feelings
to a higher tone. I repeated to myfeths
ard fought to imprefs it on my ﬂ‘i“‘."
“ If William is loft to Mary, he
* alfo loft to virtue: I lament his de-
« fetion, but fhall 1 then forfeit MY
“ mind’s independence, my namre’s
“ proudeft boalt? = If he is fenfelcB

« and
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“and criminal, fhall I juftify myflf
“in weaknes? No, I will be calm;
“ I will wait patently, Calumny may
“ have traduced him; his laple may
“ be tranfient; virwe may regain its
“ afcendant in his heart; but, (hould
“ none of thefe things happen, my fpi-
“ rit fhall ftruggle to feee itfelf; nor
“ fhall it ftruggle in vain; the hopes
“ of my friend and father fhall not be
“ fruftrated in my weakaefs.” — My
thoughts became colleted and my bo-
fom ferene. 1 fought my guardian, un-
affeCtedly fmiling through the traces of
Yecent tears: he had perceived the con-
Bi&, and anticipated the victory.

“ Ic is now,” faid he, embracing me,
“ that I indecd glory in my child.” —
Sir Peter Ofborne, he informed me, had

reccived
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reccived my rejetion with rage and fur-
prife, and poured forth a torrent of in-
veQive and brutal menaces. — * And

“ your humbler fuitor ——" continued
he,

“ Mouft,” interrupted I, ¢ for the pre-
« {fent content himfelf with my acknow-

“ ledgements.”
« For the prefent, only 2"

“ Yes, my dear fir; for, to whom
« is the future known? Yet, I frankly

“ avow that I have no hope to afford
[ hhn.u

« Well, well, if it muft be fo, I ac-
“ quiefce: if 1 am lefs fanguine and
“ lefs heroic than my child, it is be-

« caufc
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* caufe ] am many years older, and -
** perience has been my tutoc.”

Repeated and painful paroxyfms of
the diforder which harafied my friend
made hourly depredations on his con-
ftitution ; patient, cheerful, adtive, he
Continued, for many months, w0 repel
thefe atacks, till nature at length was
foiled in the unequal conteft, and diffolu-
tion rapidly drew near.

“ Mary,” faid he, a few hours be.
fore his deceafe, s, leaning on his pil-
low, I fupported him in my arms, < i
“ feel no other ftruggle in reGgning
“ life but that which arifes from the
“ idea of leaving thee, my child! thu:
“ forlorn and unproteted. Among my

 papers is a letter received & few days
« ﬁnt'-
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fince from a friend in London, 3 8¢~
nerous and worthy man, with whom I
was formerly in habits of familiar in-
tercourfe. He has married, fince mY
retirement, a woman of large for-
tune, aconne&ion, which his own €%~
penfive manner of living had ren”
dered but too neceflary. With the
charafter of his lady I am entire-
ly unacquainted ; but he informs M
in the letter alluded to, that e
withes to engage a young perfos
well cducated, to afift her in fU°
perintending her houfchold and -
mily. His own health, he adds, is
but in an infirm and precarious ftatc:
— I love not, I own, thefe fituations?
1 am aware of the dependence that
belongs to them, and the fervility ©

which they tend: buc London is the
[ ccnn‘c
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“ centre to which talents and accom-
“ plithments naturally refort: in Lon-
“ don, connetions may be acquired,
‘“ employment fought, obfervation a-
“ voided, and liberty preferved. If I
“ have ot already prepared you for
“ the viciffitudes that may befal you,
“ it would now be too late; yet, while
“ I confide in your principles and ha-
“ bits, I gemble for your perfonal at-
* traltions, Preferve the manufcripe
“ which contains the fate of your un-
“ fortunate mother: I can give you no
* fronger leflon. Defert not yourfelf
“ in any fitvation, however difficulc and
“ perilous : never be induced to defpair :
* continually prefs forward: ever bear
“in mind, that on yourfelf depends
“ the worth and the dignity of your
* charaer, The good opinion of our

« fellow
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“ fellow-beings is defirable: it is con-
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nefted with ufefulnefs, and ought nos
to be contemred. It is to be ful
pefed. that the young perfon, who
affe@s to defpife the refpe@ of the
world, has already ftepped over the
boundary that leads to depravity:
yet reputation is bur a fecondary
good; it wears the femblance of vif-
tue, but, if prized before the fub-
ftance, may accelerate the evil it wa?
meant to avert. Give, to the opi-
nion of focicty, (the colle@ive judge”
ment of individuals,) the dcference
it merits from a being dcftined ©
tread the fame ftage. Diftruft, yet
defpifc not, all notions unfupported-
by experience; examine them Wwith
caution, and effay their pracicabilicy ¢
when tempted to deviate from beat-

« en




OF PREJUDICE. 4$

“ en paths, beware that paffion be not
“ your guide; but, where reafon and
“ duty point, intrepidly prefer the ge-
“ nuine diares of truth and virtwe to
“ vulgar plaudits and fan@ioned crrors,
 how profitable focver in appearance:
“ the filent approbation which the heart
“ whifpers in the hour of retrofpetion
“ will repay its facrifices, and footh it
to repofe amidt the clamours of ig-
norance or of undiftinguifhing ma-
lignity. — Give me your hand, my
“ child!” continued my beloved pre-
Ceptor (as he finithed his injuntions,
Which were repeated, though with clear-
befs, with many intervals and much in-
®rruption, from his exhaufted ftate ; but
his vigorous mind, even in nature’s laft
Rrugple, feemed to triumph over his fee-
ble frame) ; « give me your hand,” re-

peated
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peated he;  ncarer, yet nearer. In
“ my efcrutoire you will find a purfes
“ containing fifty guineas: this, with
“ the fum which will accrue from the
“ difpofal of my furniture, is all I have
“ to bequeath: out of it, my old fer-
“ vants have wages to receive, and half
“ a year's rent is due to my landlord:
“ I know of no other claims upon me:
“ If I had not beftowed on you a more
“ valuable boon, in virtuous principles
“ and an enlightened mind, you would
“ do well to hate my memory. Repaif
“ to London as early as poffible; beware
“ of our powerful and profligate neigh-
* bour; bear in mind your own worths
“ and never be led to defpond,”

His breath grew fhorter and fhorter, 25
he fpoke with increafed effort and diff-
cultys
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culty; yet his countcnance was placid,
and he appeared free from pain.  * My
“ friend! my more than father!” ex-
claimed I, finking upon my knees by the
bed-fide, while my arms ftill fupported
him. More I wouid have faid, but con-
Vulfive fobs choaked my utterance. A
fweet ferenity beamed over his features:
he refted his cold check on mine, and
&ently breathed his laft.

For a period, lifc feemed clofed over
Me : ftretched on the green fod that co-
vered the venerable remains of the bene-
fattor and guide of my youth, wet with
the dews of heaven, funk in forrow, fancy
brought to remembrance the animated
form, the fpeaking countenance, the mo-
dulated accents, the mind enriched with
knowledge, the endearing qualitics, the

exalted
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exalted virtues, the touching kindncfs,
the varied excellences, now for ever €x-
dn&, o

“ Drown’d, all drown'd,
¢ In that great fea which nothing difembogues.”

Vain man! boaft not perfe&ions which
to-morrow levels with the duft! Myfte-
rious prerogative of reafon, bounded by
the narrow Jimits of experience, that
checking thy afpirations in their fublimeft
flights, binds them to carth in adamantin
chains!

CHAP



OF PREJUDICE. 49

CHAP IL

AFTER paying the tribute of for-
oW to the memory of my friend, I
began, in purfuance of his laft intma-
tion, to make preparations for my de-
Parture to the metropolis. The period
appointed for the abfence of my lover
had now nearly clapfed: our comrefpon-
dence had been gradually difcontinued s
every fucceeding letter which I had re-
ceived affording only a new conviction,
by its conftrained and languid ftyle,
of the cruel change, of which I could
no longer affe@ to doubt. I rallied
my fortitude and my fpirits; 1 endea-
voured to chafe from my bofom the
deluding vifions fo long, fo dearly,

Vo, II. D cherifhed;



[{) ‘THE VICTIM

cherithed; I repelled, with fevere inflex-
ibility, the recolleQions that every m0~
ment ftruggled to obtrude themfclvess
I fuppreffed the rifing figh; 1 avoided
every objet connefted with the pafts
I occupied myflf inceffandy ; I recalled
to my thoughts the emphatic counfels
and predictions of my deceafed P4~
tron; I devifed means to interrupt and
break the chain of habits and affocis-
tions that was inceflandy betraying ™Y
refoluticns ; 1 remembered the fate de-
nounced for me, even by my tendereft
and moft indulgent friend, — ¢« TO di
“ folve in dreams of pleafure, to foffc?
« in luxurious indolence, belongs POt
“ to the deftitute orphan, whom fa#¢
“ duties urge to more magnanimous ¢*°
* ertions;” I ftifled the yearnings
an enervating tendernefs, and fought i
brace
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brace to its higheft tone the vigour of
my mind. My efforts, ftrenuous and
unremitting, were not wholly fruitlefs.

Two days previous to that appointed
for my departure, as bufied, towards the
clofe of evening, in arranging my litde
houfchold and tking an inventory of
my cffefts, my attention Wwas fudden-
ly arrefied by » confufed noife in the
paffage, as of one contending for en-
wance. An old and faithful fervant of
Wy guardian’s, who had long ferved him
in various capacities, fcemed, in & ton¢
of remonftrance, to be oppofing fome
Perfon who vehemently endeavoured €0
force his way. The door of the room
in which I was employed burfting ope
2 Qight tremor agitated my fpirits o8
beholding Sir Peter Ofborne, who fud-

D2 ~ denly
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denly prefented ‘himfelf to my fight
On my reje@tion ‘of his propofals
my patron, (propofals, which, he cos~
ceived, had done me but too much ho-
nour,) he had indignamly quitted the
country, and refided principally in towh
from whence, till this moment, I kneWw
not of his return. Though not abfo-
lutely incbriated, he appeared evidently
fluthed with liquor: his complexion W3
‘heightened, while fire feemed to flah
from his eyes, as he abruptly accofted
me.

"« Behold,” faid he, « the man who€
“ ardent and gencrous tendernefs yO!
*“ repaid with difdain, yet who retur®
 to prove to you his fincerity, to fupply
* to you the friend and protector yoU

¢ have loft. Mr. Raymond, 1 under-
' ﬁand’
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“ ftand, is no more: whether from ne-
“ gligence or inability, he has, I find
“ with concern, left you in circumftan-
“ ces lintle fuited to your merits or to
“ the delicacy of your fex and cducs-
“ tion: added to which, the unfortu-
“ nate events conne@ed with your birth
“ will, I fear, give to your fituation
“ peculiar difadvantages. Allow me,
“ then, to be your friend, to recom-
“ penfe you for the injuftice of fortune,
“ and to pour into your lap thofc trea-
“ fures "

“ And by what authority, fir,” im~
Patiendy interrupting him, my face crim-
foned over with .indignation, “ do you
“ prefume thus to addrefs me? ———
“ Though unprote&ed and deftitute, my

“ fpirit bends not to my humble for-
D 3 € tunes.



54 THE VICTIM

“ tunes. This houfe is at prefent my
“ afylum : your prefence is equally un-
“ expe&ted and unwelcome: whatever
“ be my future deftination, be affured
“ I will owe no obligation to a man
“ who confiders my misfortunes as 8
“ privilege to infult me, and who has
“ proved himfelf alike deftiture of hu-
‘ manity and of principle. 1 infift on
* your leaving me this moment: !
® have many affairs of importance 0
“ ferle during my fhort ftay in the
“ country ; nor can I facrifice my timé

““ to an intrufion as impertinent as unfca-
“ fonable.”

Abathed by the courage I afflumed,
the profligate man of fathion fhrunk back
hefitating, vainly endeavouring, for fome
moments, to rally his retreating fpirits*

his
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his eye funk under mine, while, ftam-
mering, he effayed an incoherent apo-
logy.

“ Nothing can atonc for your beha-
“ viour: your late barbarous, unmanly
® condu@ towards my friends has add-
“ed, to my diflike of your manncrs
* and principles, averfion and horror.
“ I will not liften to you; it is with
* impatience 1 bear you in my fight:
“ I wanted not this new inftance of
“ your callous and inconfidcrate pa-
({1 m..

Utterly difconcerted by the vchemence
of my manner, after.a few moments paufe

and a vifible ftrugale, he precipitately
Withdrew,

Dq, On
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On the enfuing moming, 1 received
from him a long and contrite letteh
(of which 1 was betrayed into the P~
rufal by a foperfeription in a feigned
hand,) alleging intoxication as an €X~
cufe for the abruptnefs of his behaviou®
the preceding evening; informing M
that Mr. Pelham, the father of my Jo-
ver, ferupled not to fpeak freely among
his acquaintance of the catamitous cir-
cumftances attending my birch, of th¢
happy efcape of his fon from my &
lurements, of the folly and imprudenc®
of my late benefattor in beftowing Upo?
me an education fo unfitted to my fa.'
my ficuation, and pretenfions. TO this
he fubjoined, that Mr. William Pelha®
had returned, fome weeks fince, from

the continent, where his brother ftill 7€
maincd
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mained for the entire re-cftablithment of
his health; that, fince his arrival, he
had cheerfully acquicfced in a matrimo-
nial engagement, contra&ed for him, du-
ring his abfence, by his father, with the
rich heirefs of a noble family; that
when he left town, the union was 00
the point of taking place, and was, pro-
bably. by this time, completed. He
next adverted to, and cnlarged upon,
my friendlefs and deftitute firuation, of-
fering me an ample eftablifhment to un=
dertake the fuperintendence of his fa-
mily, concluding with fome obfcure hints
and menaces fhould his liberal inten=
tons jn my favour again fuffer a de-
feat,

The intelligence conveyed to me by

this lewer affc@ed me with poignant
Dg and
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and complicated emotions, William was
indeed Jof? 10 me for ever! was about t0
become the hufband of another! Ano-
ther would be entitled to thofe endear-
ments, thofe carefles, the remembranc®
of which ftill melted my heart withio
me, and diffolved its boafted firmncf
in a tide of overwhelming foftnefs. 1
feemed anew compelled to refign him,
compelled to abjure the fweet, though
latent, hope, which, in defpight of r¢%-
fon, and in the face of conviction, hsd
_yet lurked within my bofom. Till this
moment, I belicved that 1 had renous”
ced him, that I had vanquithed my PAf°
fion, that 1 was fuperior to the weak-
nefs of fex and natwre: deceidful

flattering illufion! that, in the houf of
trial, no longer availed me! The pa8®
of jealoufy rent my heart; love, hatreds

grich
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grief, pride, regret, rcfentment, defpair,
by turns affuiled it. In the anguifh of
my foul I abhorred exiftence, and curfed,
i bitternefs of fpirit, my wretched def-
tiny. Cafting my cye once more O¥¥
the fatal fcroll that had torn from &y
finking heart its laft reed of hope, ab-
horrence and difdain of the unworthy
writer, who thus barbaroufly infulted my
forrows, revived in my mind, and di-
verted the tde of paffion, while I in-
dignantly tore afunder his humiliating
Propofals, returning them in a blank co-
ver, without deigning a reply.

On the enfuing morning, ftifling in my
bofom the anguifh which diftended it,
and fupprefling the fighs that ftruggled
® force their way, 1 refumed the prepa-
Fations for my departure, difcharging the
D6 old
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old and faithful domeftics of my deceafcd
friend, whofe fervices 1 was no longf
able to reward, We parted with mutual
tears and regret, when I took my feat, &8
an carly hour, in a ftage-coach, for the

metropolis,

CHAP
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CHAP IV.

N OTHING worthy of rclation oc-
curred during my journcy, tll, at the
h& ftage, as we were about to quit the

n, a young woman genteelly drefled,
with an_ engaging countenance and 3 foft
lnﬁ““ilt-mg addrefs, came out of an ad-
Joining room, inquiring if fhe could be
accommodated with a vacant place to
town, Being anfwered in the affirma-
tive, fhe lightly ftepped into the coach,
tking her feat befide me. During the
femainder of the way, fhe fought, by
Rumberlefs obliging, officious attentions,
© attra® my regard. Imprefied by the
feeming kindnefs of her manner, mF

heart, guilelefs and unfufpedting, formed
for
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for focial affeQions, from which it had
been fo deplorably cut off, gladly ex-
panded itfclf to the delightful fympathics
fo congenial to its feclings. As we
drew near the place of our deftination,
remaining - alone with my new compa<
nion, our fcllow-travéllers having 8-
lighted, we entered into more frank
and familiar converfation. She informed
me that fhe was returning from the
houfe of a relation, where fhe had pamd
fome weeks; that fhe expeded her fa-
ther's chariot to- meet her at the ind
where the coach put up; and that, 2
I appeared to be a ftranger to the town
fhe would, with great pleafure, would
I give her leave, fet me down at the
“houfe of my friends, if it was not very
wide of St. James’s Street, in which fhe
refided, while, by this means, fhe fhould

grat'lfy
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gratify herfelf, by enjoying, a lirde long-
€r, the pleafure of my converfation. I
hefitated, fighed, and, while I declined
her obliging offer, at length ingenuoufly
confefled my forlorn and friendlefs fitu-
ation, and my uncerminty of the reccp-
tion I might mect with in the family
© which I was furnithed with creden-
tials by my deceafed guardian, but to
“hom I was perfonally a ftranger. She
feemed to be affeted by my artlefs
Rarrative, affuring me, in cafe of the
filure of my prefent plan, 1 might de-
Pend upon her intereft in my favour in
the circle of her conneions, which was
txtenfive, fo much had my appearance
ind manners prepoficled her. I ex-
Prefied, in return, in lively terms, my
raful fenfe of her kindnefa.
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On our arrival at the inn, we found

a plain, but fathioriable, chariot in wait-
ing, into which my companion fteppeds
at the fame time giving a commiffion to
her fervant to procure for me a hack-
ney-coach, and to affift in removing into
it my lule baggage. This was quickly
accomplithed, when I took leave of the
obliging ftranger with a profufion of ac-
knowledgements, and, having given hef
my addrefs, received from her an affu-
rance that fhe would take an early op-
portunity of calling on me to learn the
refult of my application. We fcpaﬁt‘d
with mutual profeffions of good will
when 1 was rapidly conveyed through
the tumultuous city, my attendon dif
tralted by the novelty and varicty of
the fcene,  After paffing through feversl
ftrects
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ftrcets and turnings, the coach fuddenly
ftopped before & large and handfome
houfe, at the weft end of the town. A
fervant in livery came to the door to
anfwer my inquiries, by whom I was
informed, that the family I named in-
deed refided there, but were at prefent
from home. He added, obferving my
Perplexity and difappointment, that, would
I be pleafed to alight and wait their re-
tum, I fhould certainly fee them in the
courfe of the evening. Perceiving 1o
Other alternative, to this propofal I was
compelled to accede. Having alighted,
I followed the fervant into a fpacious
drawing-room, where I waited feve-
Rl hours with an anxious, palpitating,

My
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My folicitude increafed as the night
fhut in, and my mind, though I knew
not why, for the firft time mifgave me.
Refrethments. were, from time to time
officioufly offcred me by the fervants
who paffed frequently, on various pre-
tences, with a leering curiofity in theif
features, in and out of the apartment.
In vain I endeavoured to rally my. fpi-
rits, over which an unconquerable de-
preffion ftole. The fatigue of my jour-
ney, the preceding exhauftion of my
mind, the multiplicity of objects that
had paffid before me, combined to dif-
order my faculties ; a heavy torpor gra-
dually overwhelmed me, I had fallen
into a fpecics of réverie or uncafy flum-
ber, véhen, near midnight, I was roufed
by a loud and reiterated peal on the

knocket
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knocker of the door. Before I had
Ume to recover from the difcompofure
occafioned by founds fo novel and a-
larming, the door of the apartment in
Wwhich I was fitiing being fuddenly thrown
open, I beheld, with equal terror and
furprife, Sir Peter Ofborne enter, with
a0 air of eafy familiarity, as if mafter
of the houfe, preceded by a fervant bear-
ing additional lights. My powers were
for an inftant fufpended, as I gazed wild-
ly upon an apparition thus terrible and
Unexpedted. The fervant having quit-
ted the room, I was accofted by Sir
Peter with an air affecedly refpecful
and deprecating, while he attempted 0
take my ftruggling hand.

“ What mean you?” faid I, half breath<

lefs with indignation and aftonifhment.
« Where
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Where am I?  How came you here ?
Oh God!” clafping my hands and

fpeaking yet more vehemently, « 1

€¢
[

«
“«
«
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doubt, I fear, I am betrayed!”

“ Be pacified, my deareft Maryl Do
not complain of an innocent artifice
that has for its end your benefit, and:
which nothing but your extreme ig-
norance of the world, of the perils of
your own fituation, and your romas-
tic predile®ion for a man whe .con-
temns you, could have rendered nec-
ceflary. I will frecly confefs that
your perverfenefs and pride have fi-
mulated me to a ftratagem, the o¢-
cafion for which humbles me. Bo®
to fortune, brought up in indulgences
and accuftomed to command, WY
temper and my withes ill brook coB*

«¢ grol.
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“ trol  When, with lavith fondnef, I
“ ‘would have elevated you to a ftation
“ by which the vanity and ambition of
¢ half your fex would have been daz-
“ 2led, you repaid my liberality with
“ coldnefs and difdain, and retorted the
“ bitter complaints of difappointed paf-
‘ fion with haughty defiance.. You may .
* perceive 1 know not how to court in
*“ gentle blandithment, yet ftill you are
“ the fovereign of my heart: myfelf,
“ my houfe, my fortunc, are at your
“ commarnd; the ftudy of my life fhall

i d

“ be to invent new pleafures:

“ No more,” faid I impatiently, en-
deavouring to ruth paft him, while he
forcibly detained me; * I will not be
“ thus conftrained; you have no autho-

{4 fity
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rity to conftrain me; I will go this
moment.”

“ Whither would you go? What
madnefs influences you? — Recolleét
the time of night, your ignorance of
the town. In avoiding fancied evils,
the fition of a romantic imagina-
tion, would you ruth on certain de-

ftruction
“ Icare not! Let me go! I will go;
I will not be thus detained!” repeated

with frantic violence.

He rang the bell, fiill grafping my

hands in his, while I contended vehe-
mently to free myfelf,

< TC“
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“ Tell Catharine to come here,” faid
he, to a fervant who appeared at the
door. Inafew moments, a young wo-
man, gaily, but loofely, drefled, with a
pert and bold afped, entered. ¢ Con-
“ du@t this lady to the chamber pre-
“ pared for her,” continued he, and
“ give her every attendance and accom-
“ modation which fhe requires.” Then,
turning towards me, he entreated me to
be calm, fwearing folemnly that I fhould
fufftr no other inconvenience or injury
than a gentde reftraint for a few days,
to afford him an opportunity of urging
thofe arguments and perfinafions, which,
he trufted, when I had given them due
confideration, would not fail of produ-
Cing their cfe&®, and of fccuring our mu=

tual happinefs.
I
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I made no reply; but, perceiving far-
ther refiffance at prefent vain, filently
followed my conduétrefs, my heart burft-
ing with rage and grief, up another ftair-
cafe, to a back-chamber elegantly fur-
nithed, with a dreffing-room adjoinings
where, having made a fruidefs effort 10
move the feelibgs, or tamper with the
fidelity, of my attendant, I was left, ha-
ving refufed to accept her fervices, 0
mwy repofe.  The night was far fpent:
Catharine, on quitting the chambers
locked the door on the outfide, taking
with her the key. Opening the fhut-
ters, I attempted to raife the fath, but.
without fuccefs; the windows appeared
to have been recently faftened down-
The moon, which was then near the

full, fhone brightly, and difcovered ©
me
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me a large paved yard, furrounded with
out-houfes and ftabling. All hope of
clcape being thus cut off, sfter boling
my door on the infide, 1 threw my-
felf, in my clothes, on a fofa in the
drefling-room, where, overcome by ex-
ceffive laffitude, I pafied foveral hours in
broken unquict flumbers.

Eight days elapfed, that afforded to my
fitvation but litdde variety, on cach of
which I was perfecuted by new impor=
tnities and infults. I had hitherto pre-
ferved myfelf from perfonal indignity 3
but, while the fpiric and courage 1 la-
boured to affume appeared to check the
audacity of my prefumptuous hoft, I yet
Perceived, but too evidendy, the difi-
culty with which his haughty impctuous
Ymper fubmiited to reftraint. I hads

Vou. II. E during
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during this interval, made feveral in-
effcctual efforts to liberate myklf: worn
by anxiety, indignation, grief, and watch-
ing, (for, I had taken no other reft fince
my captivity than fhort interrupted flum-
bers on the fofa,) my ftrength and my for-
titude became almoft exhaufted; a flow
fever preyed upoa me,

On the ninth day of my confinement,
an unufual confufion in the houfe excited
my attention, when I learnt, on inquirys
from Catharine, who was almoft my con-
ftant companion, that preparations were
making for the enteruinment of a large
company of gentlemen, whom her maf-
ter had invited to partake of a grand
dinner, in compliment t a friend who
had but recently returned from a foreign

tour, RefleCting upon this intelligence
’,




OF PRIJUDICE. 7$

1 determined, if, in the confufion of the
day, I fhould not be able to elude the
vigilance of the fpics fet over my coa-
du&, and effe@ my efcape; to endea-
vour, on fome pretence, to quit my
3partments ; to force my way into the
dining-room, and boldly chim the pro-
teftion of the company. The more I
confidered this proje@ the more pralti-

cable it appeared to my inexpericaced
mind,

Hour after hour paficd by, while I
fruitlefily fought an opportunity of ef-
_&m"'g my defign. It was ncar mid-
tight, when, fretted by the tormenting
aiduities of my attendant, who had
brought into my chamber & variety of
dainties, of which fhe importuncd me to
Partake, and, on my refufal, devoured

E a2 with
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with greedinefs, that, pretending fleeps
with & view of relieving myfelf from
her inceffant volubility, I had the fatif-
falion of obferving her, (parched with
thirt from her intemperance, and be-
lieving herfelf unperceived,) from time
to time, fwallowing copious draughts of
Burgundy, from which fhe prefently be-
came completely intoxicated, and fell
into a heavy fleep. My heart. beat
quick, as, with trembling fingers, I drew
from her pocket the key of my cham-
ber, ard, unlocking the door, with light
fteps ftole fofily down the fair-cafe.

As I drew near the fcene of fefti-
vity, the Bacchanalian fhouts, the rosf
of difflute mirth, burfts of laughtefs
and boifterous exclamations, fufpcnd‘d
my fteps, and congealed my blood With

terrofe
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terror. My purpofes were in an ine
ftant blafted; bur, the next moment,
rallying my fpirits, I determined to rufh
Pat the dining rcom, and make one
defperate effort to gain the ftreet. I had
toceeded but a few paces, when a con-
fuled noife among the goefts, as if in
motion, obliged me to haften back pre-
Cipitately. I had fcarcely gained the ftair-
cafe, when the decr of the dining- parlour
fBew open, and the company failied tu-
multuoufly forth. As I reached the firft
hnding-place, the found of footiteps
from above, as of fcveral perfons de-
feending, cut of my retrear. Diftrat-
d and perplexed, I1ufhed into an open
chamber, to conceal myfelf while they
Fafled, litening in breathlefs apprehen-
fon.  Some perfons appeared to be talk-
ing in the paffage: I retreated farther
E3 into
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into the room, and gained a fmall dref-
fing-clofet, when, after a few minutes,
the founds that had alarmed me having
fuddenly ceafed, I was about to quit
the clofet and regain my apartments
At this inftant, a light gleamed under
the door: hafly footfteps croffcd the
chamber, and the dreaded voice of Sif
Peter Ofborne, as fpeaking to his fer-
vant, broke upon my ear. 1 attempt-
ed to fhrick; but, overcome with the
varicty of emotions by which I had been
agitated, I uttered only a decp groan
and funk powerlefs on the floor; con-
founded, ftunned, as it were, in a flate
of confternation, that, without depriving
me of my faculties, feemed utterly 10
fufpend them. From this unaccounts-
ble fupor, this lethargy of the fenfess

I was roufed by the entrance of the
vile
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vile Ofborne. My appearance in his
chamber, alike unexpetted and extra-
ordinary, — the hour, the folitude, —
my defencekfs fituation, — MY confu-
fion, my terror, — my previous €x-
bauftion, — the anxicty and fatigue
had fuftsined during the paft week, —
his patve impetuofity, heightened by
Tecent foenes of riot and felivity, DY
furprife, by pride, by refiftance, — com=
bioed to effet my ruin. Deaf to MY
remonftrances, to my fupplications, =
regardles of my tears, my rage, MY
defpair, — his callous heart, his furious
and uncontrollable vehemence, ——
Oi! that I could for ever blot from m¥
remembrance, — oh! that 1 could con-
ceal from myfklf, — what, rendered def-
Perate, I no longer care to hide from the

world! I fuffered a brutal violation.
E 4 For
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For feveral fucceeding days, a fuc-
ceflion of fainting-fits alarmed the wretch
to whofe barbarous purpofes I had falled
a viftim, till, at length, after rcptatcd
meflages and entreaties to be heard, b¢
forced himfelf into my prefence, depre-
cated my anger, and befought my for-
givenefs for an outrage, which, he fwore
vehemently, had not been prcmcdim“d’
but was the mere refule of accident and
a temporary effervefcence of fpirics.  In”
dignation re-animated my defponding
mind, and invigorated my frame, 25
proceeded to attribute to my feverty
and fcorn the defperate meafurcs in®
which he had been betrayed, and whichs
he folemnly affured me, he was far fro™

attCmPting
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atempting to juftify; yet, Gnce the paft
could not be recalled, my own good
fenfe and prudence, he trufted, would
lead me to attend to and to confider the
beft means of future reparation.

“ O God!” exclimed I, avertng
my head impatiendy and wringing MY
hands in indignant agony, « O God
“ give me patience! — What repara-
“ tion canft thou, darelt thou, to pro-
“ pofe? — I demand my liberty this
“ moment; I infit upon being fuf-
* fered to depart. No one has 3 right
“ to control me. 1 will appeal to the
“ tribunal of my country; I will boldly
“ chim the prote@tion of its laws, t0
“ which thou art already amenable. —
“ Think not, by fecble reftraints,

“ fetter the body when the mind is de-
Eg « tcrmined
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“ termined and free. I afk no mercys
“ for, bowels of compaffion, I knoW,
“ to my coft, thou haft nope; but l-
* berty, the common right of a bu-
“ man being to whofe charge no of-
* fence can be alleged, (yet what rights,
“ cruel violator]! haft thou refpeéted?)
“ 1 once more demand, which ta re
“ fufe me be at thy peril. I will g0
*“ Who dares oppofe me?” exchimed I
attempting to ruth paft him, MP‘"S
with rage, and tearing my hair with
anguith, as he ftruggled to withhold
me.

“ For heaven’s fake! for your owP
 fake! dear, violent, girl!” faid the
barbarous ruffian, ¢ hear me! I af¥
“ only five minutes audience, and 1
¢ fwear by my Maker you fhall then g9

« whither-
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“ whither-foever you pleafe, and no on¢
“ fhall prevent or oppofc you.”

% Speak, then; fpeak quicklys whue
“ L have temper, while I have pa-
“ tience, while I have fenf, o heaf

“m”

“ To whom and where would you
“ go, foolifh and unhappy girl? — Let
“ not paffion and woman’s vengeance
“ blind youtoth_cpcfm"f)"""'ﬁ’
* wation] — I dare not deceive yous
“ the meafures 1 have been panly dri-
“ ven and partly betrayed into, from
* which, upon my foul, had I not hoped
“ a better iffue, thould never have been
“ put in pratice, have, I fear, already
“ irretricvably injured your reputation.
“ My fervants, 1 find, have been in-

E 6 « difcreets
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difcreet; your romantic lamentations
for the confequences of an accident,
which a prudent filence might have
fupprefled, have excited the atten-
tion of the houfe, and the prattling
rafcals, with the goflips of your own
fex, have put their own conftruction
on the chance that threw you into

~my arms, and have already made S

the theme of the neighbourhood. T©
what purpofe, then, thefe pathetic
appeals and unavailing rccriminétioDS?
What will you do with the freedom
for which you fo vehemently con-
tend? — Your beauty and unpro-
te&ed fituation may, perhaps, but ftill
farther provoke the lawlefs attempts
of our fex and oppofc the fympathy
of your own. No one, I doubt, wil

naw reccive you in the capacity 1#
« which
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ffer your-
which you had pro.pofcd : c:v e
felf, even were it mo e
; fuch are the i.lup o
Z;‘fnt,l:e world. What is calle a;, i
fex, honour and charav.‘ftcl:;“5 g
never be reftored tofymm e
ffeverations or fu o molcy
an’{; a(to adopt the cant Y
:d fuperftition) obht;r::cyou .
Who will credit t!:c o
What tc(’amony. » e
o ye roduce that will not -
can' & o ?  Where are your r; ol
agamt‘: T’:{‘t’ain the vcxat.ions oa: iy
lccs of a fuit of law, wh:c:.: ypon ou
y ? Who would fup T
tl.‘rc'mf:nrrx)v wealth and inﬁucnc;;om -
iy .
:"itld your dclicac.y ﬂmnkcoun’ o
idea of becoming, in oﬁmc .
fport of ribaldry, the ol
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“ fcene jefters?” — 1 fhuddered, groan-
¢d, and put my hand to my forchead:
my brain feemed on fire, — « Sim-
*“ ple girl! how impotent, then, is your
“ ragel how weak your menaces! yet
“ how charming your fimplicity! —
“ Be pacifiedl be wife! Accept my
* honeft contrition and the affiuence I
* offer; reign uncontrolled miftrefs of
“ my fortune as of my heart.”

“ Think not, inhuman man, though
* difgraced in the eye of a misjudging
* world, think not that I am yet hum-
“ bled to your purpofe. My honouf;
“ fay you, can never be reftored to me?
“ Oh, ’tis falfe! ’tis bafe as barbarous!
¢ Its luftre, which ybu have fought t0
* obfcure, will break out, in your de-
“ fpight, from the temporary cloud

« which
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* which envelopes it, with undiminifhed
“ brightefs. My fpirit, fuperior to
* perfonal injury, rifes above the fenfe
* of its wrongs, and utterly contemns
“youl I fpurn the wealth you offer,
“ the curfed price of innocence and
“ principle, and will feek, by honeft la-
* bour, the bread of independence. You
“ have afiGed, but you cannot dcbafe
“ me; my deteftation of your odious
“ Qualities, though intenfe, is flill infe-
* tior to my contempt and fcorn: yes,
* from my very foul, I defy and defpife
“ youl The refpe& of the world, the
“ love of my fellow-beings, once my
“ Pride and boaft, my incentive to every
“ laudable attion, I am content to refign,
“ —if it be indeed true,” weeping bit-
terly, < that, without crime or wilfulnefs,
“ I muft forfeic thefc cnvied diftinétions.
« In



38 THE VICTIM

“ In fome obfcure retreat, far from the
“ world and its unmerited fcorn, un-
“ known, unbeloved, cut off from hu-
“ man fympathy, I will wear out in ho-
“ neft indigence the remnant of my
 wretched days: I will fink into the
¢ grave, folaced only by the approbation
“ of my own heart; a heart, that, till it
“ knew you, knew ncither fhame nof
“ forrow.”

“ Go, then, perverfe as obdurate!
“ Go,” feid the callous Ofborne, in-
cenfed and mortified, ¢ wherefoever you
“ choofe. Try the world, in which you
“ are fo bent upon adventuring: your
“ heroic fentiments will, I fufpe&, prove
“ but a feeble fupport. When you can
“ defecend from thefe altitudes to com-

“ mon life and feelings, remember thats
« 1n
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“ in me, notwithftanding your violence
‘ and obftinacy, you may cver claim a
“ friend.”

Saying which, he held open the doors
whifpering to his fervant as I ran, or ra=
ther flew, through the paflages, panting
and breathlefs, into the freet.

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

IT was towards the dufk of evening. 1
procceded rapidly on, through many
fircets and turnings, unconfcious to the
paffing obje@s, unknowing whither 3
went, carelefs of the future, without
lodging, without plan or purpofe, friend-
lefs and unknown, when I was roufed
from this oblivion of my wants and mi-
feries by a voice that thrilled through my
heart, recalling, as by enchantment, my
wandering faculties, and awakening m¢
to keen and fudden recolle@ion.

“ Mary! Mary Raymond! — Good
“ God! can it be? is it poffible 2" ex-

claimed William Pelham, as he fnatched
my



oF PREJUDICE. 9t

My hand, and, with his left arm encir-
&d::myw_aiﬁ. fupported my fainting

I was in a Joofe undrefs, my head un-
Covered, my long dithevelled hair float-
ing over my fhoulders in wild diforder,
My looks wan and haggard, my cyes un-
feuled and frenzied.

“ Whence this cruel diforder, this for-
“ lorn and terrible appearance? where
“ is your guardian? when did you lcave
“ the country? how came you thus?
“ what difaler has befallen you?” were
the fucceffive interrogations of Mr. Pel-
ham, tw which I attentively liftened,
Without feeming to comprehend ither,
their nature or meaning. An open ho-

tel ffood near the fpot of our reacontre,
into
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into which I paffively fuffered myfelf
to be led. Retiring to an inner apart-
ment, I funk half lifclefs on a fofa. At
the folicitation of my lover, I attempted,
‘but in vai, to fwallow a cordial, which,
having called for on our entrance, he
raifed to my parched lips. Perceiving
my fruidlefs efforts, he defifted from ime
portuning me, and, (placing it on 8
table,) returning, feated himfelf befide
me, fuftaining me in his arms, and reft-
ing on his bofom my throbbing head.
As in murmurs of tender fympathy he
gently foothed me, the perturbation of
my fpirits gradually fubfided. The be-
loved accents of a voice affociated with
fo many i:ndcaring recolleCtions, fo many
powerful emotions, lulled every ftormy
paffion, as by enchantment, to repofe-
Sheltered in the arms of William, lean-

ing
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ing on his breaft, prefled to his heart,
foothed by his tenderncfs, the painful
fenfe of my misfortunes, of my wrongs,
feemed as on a fudden obliterated. I
flt guarded as by a tilifman, encom-
Pafled in a magic circle, through which
neither danger could affail nor forrow
Pierce me. Abforbed in the prefent,
the paft and the future were, for a pe-
riod, alike forgotten. My foul, formed
for Jove, felt, in that exquifite moment
its fenfibilities, infinite, exhauftlefs} —
My tears flowed, without effort, in co-
Pious ftreams, foft, balmy, delicious:
they relieved my burning brain and burft-
if’g heart: a calmnefs like that of fmiling
Infancy ftole over my fpirits and hufhed
them into peace. It was long ere, in
Teply to the eager queftions of my lo-
¥er, I could give him a conncéted, co-

herent,
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herent, reply. I faw him, — 1 heard
him; — I felt his careffes: — it Was
cnough! my heart refted fatisfied! —
“But it was not thus with William; be
repeated impatiently his inquiries again
and again. 1 attempted, but in vait
to fatisfy his eager interrogatories: the
temporary and deceitful calm I had c*-
perienced quickly gave place to cop-
vulfive fhiverings, that ran along mY
nerves, while pangs darted through mY
temples. I heard the voice of William
as he continued to fpeak, as at an im-
menfe diftance, his beloved form faded
from my fight: unufual founds rang in
my cars, my thoughts became involved
in horror and confufion, my head feemed
a weight which I vainly attempted ©
raife,

“Three
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Three weeks that followed were &
blank in my exiftence; yet 1 had in-
tervals of refleétion, dark and dreadful
Imaginary terrors, broken recolle&ions,
ftrange phantoms, wild and wandering
thoughts, haraficd and perfecuted me.
In fome of thefe terrible moments, the
vifionary form of my wretched mother
feemed o flit before me. One mo-
menr, methought I beheld her in the
arms of her feducer, revelling in licen=
tious pleafurc; the next, I faw her hag-
gard, intoxicated, felf-abandoned, join~
ing in the midnight riot; and, in an
infant, as the fantaftic fcene fhifted, co-
Vered with blood, accufed of murder
thricking in horrible defpair, dagged to
the fcaffold, finking bencath the hand

of the exccutioner! Then, all palid and
ghattly,



o6 THE VICTIM

ghaftly, with clafped hands, ftreaming
eyes, and agonizing earncftnefs, fhe feem-
ed to urge me to take example from hef
fate! Her dying groans and reiterated
warnings, in low, tremulous accents, con-
tinued to vibrate on my ear: they be-
came fainter and fainter, when methought
1 ruthed forward to clafp my haplefs pa-
gent in a laft embrace. I beheld the
convulfive pangs, the gafpings, the ftrug-
gles, the diftortions of death. o Startivg
from thefe terrific vifions, wildly fhrick-
ing, my heart palpitating, panting for
breath, I fought to recall my wandering
reafon, while cold dews hung upon ™Y
temples, and univerfal tremblings fhook
my frame. Thefe vifionary terrors fub-
fided by degrees, while the nauve vi-
gour of my conftitution at length 7"
dually tnumphed over the fhock it had

fuftained-
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fofained. A heavy, torpid, infenfibilicy
fucceeded to the vioknce of delirium,
from which, after many hours, I reco-
vered, as from a frightful drcam, to rc=
colle@ion and fanity.

Mr. Pelhim had, with unremitting af-
fiduity, watched every tum of my difor-
der, and called in to my aid all that
medical fkill could devife. He conti-
tued daily, as I flowly recovered, tO
vifit me, yet methought, amidft the k-
Vih tendemes with which he treared
me, I could perceive in his eyes an €x=
Preflion of confufion, referve, and per-
Plexity. During the fucceffion of cala-
Mitous events that had fo rapidly fuc-
ceeded to each other, I had cither loft
or been robbed of, without the poffi-
bility of tracing by what means, the fit-

VoL.IL F te
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tle property bequeathed to me by my
gwardian, This difcovery occafioned me
new vexation: I refle@ed on the pecu-
niary obligations that, from the expenfes
attending my illnefs, I muft already have
incurred to Mr. Pclham, which, joined
with his equivocal, myfterious behaviour,
fenfibly embarrafied and affiiGted me. I
determined no longer to defer the ex-
Planation of my fitvation; an explana-
tion which every hour rendered more
indifpenfable, and which my lover hi-
therto, in confideration as it feemed of my
yet unaffured health, had, fince the firft
evening of our meeting, forborn to urge.

Having, by every previous effort
fought to nerve my fpirits for the oc-
cafion, I at Jength entered with earneft-
Refs and folemnity on the crucl detil

I
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1 fpoke in brief of the events which had
fucceeded to our feparation; of the death
of my patron; my purpofc in coming
to London; the confequences that had
enfued; when, betrayed, violated, de-
fpoiled I knew not how of my pro-
perty, without friends or chara&ter, with-
out other fupport than confcious re&itude
and a fpirit unyiclding, I found myfelf
thrown upon the world, 2 miferable and
folitary outcat, I carefully avoided the
pame of the man to whom 1 owed my
misfortunes, or repeating any circum-
flance which might lead to the detec-
tion: to fuffer in the opinion of William
was lefs painful than to endanger his fafe-
ty. He liftened to me with ftrong and
apparent cmotion, broke in upon my nar-
rative with bitter imprecations, traverfed
the room with furious and unequal fteps,

Fa gnawed



100 THE VICTIM

gnawed his lip as in anguith, ftruck his
forchead, difcovering various fymptoms
of remorfe, rage, and anguith. -

« It is now,” faid he vchementy,
“ that I fuffer for my accurfed cru-
“ ey and folly! Itis to me origi-
* nally that you owe your fufferings!
“ Barbarian, fool, that I was! equally
“ criminal and weak, to fport with the
 feelings, to contemn the heart, to rifk
“ the lofs, of fuch a woman! How
“ can I hope forgivenefs for the paft?
“ and yet, without it, I feel the future
 muft be intolerable.” — He went 00
to confefs, in broken and interrupted Jan-
guage, that, new to the world, its al-
lurements, its pleafures, on his firft ar-
rival in Paris, he forgot, in its fafcina-
tions, the refpe@® due to himfelf, ©

virtucs
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virtue, to the facred obligations he had
voluntarily incurred; that in a carcer
of diffipation and expenfe, be had; in
the courfe of his tour, involved him-
fIf in embarraffiments, which impelled
him, on his return, to lend a too com-
pliant car to the ambitious proje@s of
his father. * Yet think not, my be-
“ loved girl,” added he paﬂionatcly,
“ that your imagc was Cvef effaced
“ from my heart! Oh no! in the midft
« of jts wanderings, that dearand lovely
“ image perpetually returned, inpocenty
« affe@tionate, artlefs, — returned as in
« the firft days of love and guilclefs
¢ youth, ~ and, for s moment, com-
« pelled me to loathe the follics for
« which 1 had lavifhly bartered plea-
« fures fo incffably fuperior. On mY
« arrival in my native country, my firft

F3 ¢ inquirics
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* inquiries were afier the virtuous and
“ amiable friends of my youth. Of
“ the death of Mr. Raymond, which
“ muft have been purpofely concealed
“ from me, I knew not till this night.
“ A baronet, a man of fortune, it was
“ rumoured, hLad made pretenfions to
“ the lovely Mary; pretenfions, the
“ fuccefs of which, I was informed,
“ were univerfally credited. I felt that,
“by my own condu@, I had juttly
“ forfeited my claims upon her heart.
“ What fhall I fay? The derangement
“ of my affairs, the i importunity of my
“ father, influenced me to examine the
“ advantzges of an engagement cone
“ tralted for me during my abfence;
“ an engagement in which I was per-
* fuaded the honour of my family was
“« implicated; and I, threc weeks finces

(I 7
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“ became the bufpand of awo-
<¢ ‘h’,r.

He paufed: — I ftarted from his arms,
in which I had unconfcioufly fuffered
him to enfold me: a bolt of icc ap-
peared to fhoot through my gquivering
verves, fucceeded by a burning heat;
a convulfive fhuddering fhook my frame.
In the reports of the profligacy and in-
fidelity of my lover, however confirmed
by his filence, I had never wholly con~
fided: the convicions which, at onc pe=
riod, I feemed to derive from the in-
formation of Sir Peter Ofborne, his fub-
fequent bafenefs had neaily cancelled:
(oh, how flow is paffion to credit the
tale that deftroys its hopes!) on this
full and fatal confirmation of their truth,
a guth of reflc@ions poured impetu-

F 4 oufly
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oufly upon my mind; my thoughts dart-
ed backward, and, recoiling with rapi-
dity, in the fame inftant, embraced the
future, pointing out, as with a fun-beam,
the only part which it now became me
© act. Repelling refolutely the emo-
tions that prefied upon my heart, ftrug-
gling arduoufly with my feelings, I af-
fumed by degrees an afpe@ more digni-
fied and compofed, when, turning my
€¥c on my companion, I perceived that
he attentively marked the changes in my
feawures, while he waited with folicitude
till the firft tumult of my thoughts had
fubfided. Obferving my cold and indig-
nant glance, he advanced towards me
with an air refpe@ful and timid, at-
tempting to retake my refifting hand.
Withdrawing it in a manner at once mild
and firm,

¢« Thofe
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« Thofe innocent teftimonies of af-
« fe&tion,” faid I, with an affumed re-
folution, ¢ which indulgent tendernefs
“ might yet allow to a lover beloved,
“ though wandering, become criminal
“ when yiclded to onc who has incurred
‘ obligations which he cannot violate
“ with impunity, who has given claims
“ to another which honour and duty ea=
“ join him to fulfiL.”

¢« Hear me, Mary! Drive mec not
“ to defpair! — Diftinguith, I pray
“ you, between the dictates of nature
“ and virtue and the fatitious relacions
“ of focicty. By the former, .nﬁmtcly
“ more dear and facred, my foul
“ bound to you, the firft and only ob-

 je@ of its tenderclt fympathy: t©
Fgs ¢ the
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the latter I am willing to grant all
that can reafonably be demanded, all
that was inferred by my engagement.
In my nuptials, mutual convenience
was the bond of union; affe&ion was,
on neither fide, either felt or pre-
tended. Let the woman to whom I
have given my hand enjoy, with my
name and rank, the freedom and pri-
vileges fantioned by the chara&er of
a wife; let her prefide over my fa-
mily, at my table, in my houfe; It
her be uncontrolied miftrefs of MY
fortunes : thefe are her dues, and for
thefe only is fhe folicitous: but jul-
tice and gratitude alike require that
my aff:Zions thould be reftored t0
their dear original poficfior, in whof€
gentle bofom they have long ycamcd

to repofe: it is by ber only that 3
¢« heart
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“ heart imprefled with her image can
“ be reclaimed from its esrors.”

« Think not, by this fophiftry, t0 fe-
% duce my judgement: abandoned to
“ infamy and covered with thame, vir-
« tue ftill maintains her empire in MY
« bofom: i is vrine only that I love
“ befter than Williaw Pelbam; and vie-
“ tue warns me, in fecking my owa
“ gratification, to beware how I plant &
“ thorn in the bofom of another, 'While
“ uncerwain of your engagement, while
malice or rumour only whifpered the
“ unwelcome tidings, while your own
“ condu& wore a doubtful appearanct,
* while real and vifible obftacles op-
“ pofed themfelves not to my trufting
“ heart, while a barc pefibility nourithed

“ Bope, a fecree conicioufnefs of worth,
Fé6 « the

8
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the credulity, the magic of affecion,
the fanguine fpirit of youth and inex-
perience, in defpight of appearances,
of coldnefs, of negle®, of calamity,
of difgrace, of accumulated evidence
and increafing difficulty, ftill fuftained
me.  Jealoufy, accident, abfence, mif~
fortune, had no power over a love
like mine; conviQion, juftice only,
could tear it from my hearr. While
I fhudder at the profligate motives
upon which you have dared to form
an union, — an union, that, difa-
vowed by affetion, threatens mifery
in its moft hideous fhape, — yet,
all deftinte and forlorn as are my
fortunes, all humbled and degraded
my fituation, the woman whofe inno-
cence, whofe tendernefs, whofe worth
you contemned, the hopes of whofe

[ {4 you(h
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¢ youth you blafted, whofe maturer ycars
* you have configned to regret, will not,
“ for the price of prefent pleafure, bar-
“ ter the principles which, amidft the
* wreck of her profpeds, now confti-
“ ture her only fupport. — Gol fulfil
“ the obligations you have incurred!
“ Fulfil your fplendid deftiny! — Go!
“ be profperous, be happy if sou can!
* Jeave me to my fate. With a mind,
“ a refolution, yet unimpaired, I do not,

“ indeed I do not, yield to defpair.”

In vain my lover humbled himfelf
before me; in vain he wept, entreated,
remonttrated, urged cvery argument which
ingenuity, sided by parﬁoh, could de-
vife ; painted, in vivid colouring, the
evils that befet me; adverted to the

fate of my wreched mother; hinted
that
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that fociety would, with inexorable ms-
lignity, hunt me from its privilegess
that, with a mind peerlefs and un-
ftained, I thould yet fuffer all the pe-
nalties of guilt, without poffible ap-
Peal or redrefs; that the confolations
of 2 fpodefs fame were for ever de-
nied me; that the prejudices of the
world, unrelenting to my fex, would
oppofe to all my efforts infuperable bar-
riers; that forrow, contumely, defpairs
would encompafs me on every fide ; that
“toils and fhares would befet my paths

and inevitable deftruion ultimately over-
whelm me,

“ Let it come then!” exclaimed 1
with fervour; < Jet my ruin be com-
“ plete! Difgrace, indigence, contempt
¢ while unmerited, I dare encounter, but

¢« pot



OF PREJUDICE. 1374

< not the cenfure of my own heart. - Dif-
« honour, death itfelf, is a calamity lefs
* infupportable #ban Jelf-reproach. A~
-« midft the deftru@tion of my hopes,
¢« the wreck of my fortunes, of my
“ fame, my fpirit ftill triumphs in com-
« f{cious retitude ; nor would I, intole~
“ rable asis the fenfe of my wrongs and
“ of my gricfs, exchange them for all
“ that guilty profperity could beftow.”

¢ [ ovely, unfortunate, entbufiaf I”” €x-
clhimed my lover emphatically, while,
with folded arms, he gazed tenderly and
carncftly in my face, “ by deftiny is ine
“ deed fevere”

The fcene became too trying and paine
ful ; my exhaufted fpirits imperioufly de-
manded repofe, Complaining of indif-

pofition
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pofition and farigue, 1 prevailed on Mr.
Pelham to leave me, at a late hour, but
not 6l he had forced upon me, for the
relief of my prefent exigences, a ten-
pound note, appointing to breakfaft with
me at an carly hour in the morning.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VL

FAINT and exhaufted, I retired to my
chamber, and threw myfelf upon the beds
from which, afier a fhort and haraffed

flumber, 1 arofe, and, demanding pen
and paper, addrefied myfelf w0 Mr. Pel-
ham,

« It is not without anguith,” fid T
 that I refolve on feparating myfelf
* from you; it would be temerity to
“ expofe myfelf to a rencwal of the
“ preceding evening's conflit. Arempt
“ not to trace my fteps; your fearch
“ would be vain, or produttive only of
“ murual diftre. The path o which

“ duty points I am determined to pur~
« fues
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fue ; nothing fhall divert my courfe ;
neither poverty nor thame can appal
me. I will at leaft have the glory
of deferving, though I cannot com-
mand, happinefs. The money I re-
ceived from you laft night, with 8
view to my prefent purpofe, to which
it was indifpenfable, the firft fruit of
my labours fhall repay you: for the
expenfe attending my illnefs, 1 fear
I muft be longer your debtor. —
Farewel! You have taught me, that
to confide in the heart of man is to lay

up ftores for forrow : henecforth I reft
on myfelf. « Marv.”

Having fealed my note and delivered
in charge to a fervant, I quitted the

hotel at the dawn of day, and wandered
to an obfcure and diftant part of the town

i
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in fearch of apartments fitted to my hum-
ble circumftances, where I might con-
ceal myfelf for a time, while I recruited
my ftrength and fpirits. Entering a lit-
tle thop, invited by a bill pafted on the
window, I inquired if, for a few days,
1 could be sccommodated with a lodgings
while I fhrunk involuntarily from the
fhrewd features, curious glances, and
harfh tones of its miftrefs, who regarded
my appearance with evident fufpicion;
nor was it till I had repeated my in-
tention of remaining but a fhort time,
and convinced her of my ability to
difcharge any expenfe I fhould incur,
that fhe confented to treat with me.

Having agreed for the hire of 2 fmall
chamber on the fecond floor, with clean,

but homely, furniture, I took poffedion
of
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of my new apartment with a fatisfacion
long unfele: it feemed the firft ftep to-
wards the independence afier which my
foul had panted. Taking a flight re-
frcfhmcnt, I retired to my bed, and,
finking into a long and profound flecp,
awoke not till the clofe of day. 1arofe
refrefhed and tranquil: a ferene con-
fciouthefs of duty pervading my bofom
ftilled s repinings. I looked back-
ward with complacency on a fpotlefs life :
the recolleétion of my misfortunes loft
its poignancy when I refle@ed that by
‘M0 prudence could they have been s-
verted, nor could any activity have ferved
to repel them.  In no one inftance had I
been wanting to myfelf, but, paffive and
helplefs, a victim to circumftances oves
which I had litdde power.
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On the enfuing morning, I prepared
myfelf to attend the lady to whom my
deceafed guardian had referred me: for-
tunately I had yet preferved his intro-
duftory letter, which I wore about me
in a fmall Morocco cafe. Ignorant of
the town, and dreading ¢ be recog-
nized, I engaged a hackney-coach, and
arrived without accident at the place
of my deftination. After waiting ncar
an hour in an anti-chamber, I was ad-
mitted to the prefence of the lady. Her
afpe@ was referved, and her manners
cold and ftately. She regarded me with
fcrutinizing attention, and, having run
her eye over the contents of the paper
which I had prefented to her, obferved,
that her hufband, who had formerly, fhe

believed, had a great efteem for my friend,
was,



118 THE VICTIM

Was, at prefent, out of town and indif-
pofed: on his return, the would confult
with him on-the fubje@ of my propo-
fals. To which fhe added fome inqui~
ries that regarded my accomplithments
and pretenfions; and, remarking the date
of the letter, demanded the time of my
guardian’s deceafe ; where I had fince
refided ; and why, in conformity to his
apparent withes, my application had not
been earlier,

I felt a crimfon glow fuffufe my wan
check, while I replied, that 1 had, in-
deed, come to London immediately after
my irreparable lofs, of which I fpcciﬁcd
the time, but that various accidents, par-
ticularly a fevere indifpofition, from which
T had but recently recovered, had hitherto
delayed my purpofe.,

Obferving
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Obferving me for fome minutes figni-
ficantly, fhe afked my addrefs, which
having prefented to her, fhe again in-
quired, with a fagacious and felf-im-
portant air, whether that had been my
only place of refidence fince my arrival
in town ; to which I anfwered in the ne-
gative ; adding, while I trembled and
faultered, that my ftory was a melan-
choly one; that I had, on coming to
London, been betrayed into the houfe
of a profligate man of fortune, where I
bad been detsined and infulied; that
fince my efcape, I had been, for many
weeks, confined to my chamber by a vi-
olent fever, the confequence of the agi-
fation [ had fuffered.

¢ This
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“ This is a very extraordinary ac-
“ count,” replied fhe. ¢ In what part
« of the town, pray, did this affair hap-
“ pen? and what was the name of the
“ gentleman againft whom you bring
* fuch a fingular charge 2"

A faint ficknefs at that moment over-
fpread my heart; I felt incapable of de-
tailing particulars, at the recolle&ion of
which my very foul recoiled. I anfwered
in brief, that, to the former part of her
queftion, being a ftranger in London, I
Was unable to reply: to the latter I en=
treated to be excufed, as mifchief might
attend the difclofure,

“ Have you fought any redrefs?” re-
fomed fhe, afier a minute’s paufe, « for
« the
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“ the injurics of which you complaing
“ you have not mentioncd their extenty
« but, from what you feem t imply,
% they may, poffibly, if capable of proof,
- come under the cognizance of the

¢ law,”

« Alas, madam! where can an indi-
“ gent orphan, deftiture of friends and
“ counfel, and unacquainted with legd

* forms, procure redrefs?™

« And where were you, and bow
“ fupported, 1 fhould be glad to knoWs
“ during the illnefs of which you fpeak?”

I menioned to her the lof of my
property, of which, having been throwa
among firangers, 1 had, no doubt, been
robbed ; but that accident had Jed mG

Vor.IL G ia
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in my diftrefs, in the way of a gentleman,
formerly a pupil of my guardian’s, who
had humancly minifiered to my neceffi-
ties, and procured for me that affift-
ance which my deplorable fituation re-
quired.

“ And am I 2o forbidden to ak

“ the name of this charitable gentle-
 man?”

“ His name, madam,” bluthing and
hefitating, e jg Pelham, the cldeft fon
* of the Hon. Mr. Pelham ; but ] own
*“ =1 confefs — I could with not to be
“ difcovered to him ar prefent.”

She fixed her eyes upon my glowing
face, and there appeared in them a far-

caftic and malicious expreffion, « Well,”
continued
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continued fhe, ¢ your ftory is fomewhat

“ ftrange, to be fure, I expedt the re-
“ turn of my hufband in a few days,

“ when we will take your cafe, which, at
“ leaft, feems to be fufficiendy difaftrous,
““ into confideration.”

1 gently and modeftly ventured to
hint, that my acquirements would, I
hoped, enable me to render myfelf ufe-
ful; that it was not charity that I pre-
fumed to folicit, but an introduction to
fome reputable employment, by which
I might be enabled to fupport myfelf
without becoming burthenfome to any
Cne,

Gazing upon me with apparent fur-
prife, and with an expreffion half-infult-
ing, « Upon my word, young lady,” in

Ga an
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an ironical tone of voice, * I meant not
“ to wound your delicacy by an offer
“ of charity; but the accomplithments
“ of which you boaft, you will pleafe
¢ to recolle@, remain yet to be proved,
“ unlefs, indeed, you rely for your re-
“ commendation on the merit of a very
« pretty face.,”

An indignant Aufh of 2 moment crofled
my cheek; but I remembered, that to
conform ourfelves to our fituation, when
inevitable, is true wifdom, and the emo-
gon was tranfient: my reply, modeft
without fervility, appeared to mollify the
lady’s kindling wrath, whom I quitteds
after receiving an affurance of hearing
father from her in the courfe of the
cofuing week.
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I employed the interval in making
fome preparation for the expeéted change
in my circumftances. - In my precipi-
tate efcape from the houfe of Sir Peter
Ofborne, I had left behind me my lit-
te wardrobe, which he knew not where
1o fend to me, even had it occurred to
him, and of which I dared not attempt
the refumption. My hoftefs, who dealt
in linen and other articles of apparel,
8ave me credit, at an exorbitant price,
for what I found immediately requifite ;
the ten pounds I had received from Mr.
Pelham being already nearly cxhauited
by the expenfes of my board and lodging,
Which, to fatisfy the fcruples of my hoft-
efs, T had paid in advance.

G3 Having
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Having completed my litde prepara-
tions, I waited, with fome degree of im-
patience, the expelted fummons, when,
at the time appointed, a note was put
into my hands to the following pur~
port: — That the lady on whom 1 had
waited had made application to the elder
Mr. Pelham, with a view of fubftantia-
ting the truth of my narrative ; that her
inquiries had proved but little farisfactory,
tending to confirm the fufpicions my he-
fitating manger had excited; that Mr.
Pelham had heard (by what means it
Was not important to detail) of my re-
fidence at the houfe of a libertine baro-
net, the particulars of which were va-
rioufly reported, and not altogether to0-
my honour; that my fduftions of his
fon, who had been fome weeks the huf-

band
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band of a lady of family and fortune,
were ftill more evident, and had incenfed
him to a high degree; that I ftood in no
relation to Mr. Raymond, though I had
affumed his name; that my birth was
infamous ; that I had been foftered and
educated by my patron from motives of
charity. Thefe particulars, it was add-
od, were related folely from motives of
juftice, and in anfwer to the qucftions
propofed; alfo to prevent the probable
mifchiefs which might enfue from the
admiffion of a young woman of fuch a
defcription into an innocent and refpc&a-
ble family. Some refe&ions and com-
ments were . fubjoined by the lady who
tranfmitted to me thefe crucl calumnics
in a ftyle and manner fufficiently acrimo-
hious,

G 4 o
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O God! how terrible were the firft
indignant feelirgs that rent my heart on
the perufal of this barbarous recital !
New 10 the werld, to jts injuftice, the
wrongs 1 had fuffered appeared to me
s a dream, the reality of which was
whoHy inconceivable. 1 penetrated not,
at the inflant, into the extent of the evil
to which I felt myfelf a helplefs, devo-
ted vittim. Panting, half-breathlefs with
emotion, Iflew tojuftify my fame. Un-
mirdful of decorum, I hurried through
the ftreers with a difordered pace, rufhed
into the heufe, and had, without quef-
tion or Ceremony, procecded half-way
up the flair-cafe, towards the (refling-
Toom in which I had before been ad-
mitted to audichce_, when I found my-

felf forcibly arrefted and pulled back.
« My
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« My lady,” faid a man-fervant in
a gay livery, who had followed me un-
obferved, ¢ is not at leifurc t0 receive

€¢ co mpany.,.

« For God's fake!” I exclaimed in
a frantc tone, wringing my hands in
impatient agony, * for God’s fake, my
“ good friend, lead me to your mif-
* trefs)”

“ My miftrefs,” repeated the fellow
pertinacioufly, with airs of office, « will
“ fec no onc at prefent; fhe is going
* out of town to my mafter, who is
“ dange.oufly ill, and fhe will not be
‘“ broken in upon.”

Gg ¢¢ Havee
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“ Have pity,” involuntarily finking
on my knees, ¢ oh, have pity upon a
* poor young creature, betrayed, ca-
“ lumniated, ruined!”

Unable t0 fay more, my tottering
limbs failed me; 2 mit overfpread my
eyes; while, overpowered by the paf-
fions that crowded tumultuoufly upon my
beart, I funk into a fwoon, and fhould
have fallen to the bottom of the ftairs
but for the fupport of the fervant with
‘whom I had been contending, On re-
covering my fenfes, I found myfelf in
the hall, furrounded by the domeftics, of
whom fome fncered and sittcred, while
others appeared to compaffionate my
evident diftrefs, Perceiving my hope
of being admitted to their lady at l;:;
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fent fruitlefs, I requefted pen and paper,
and, in a fhort addrefs, implored, in
the facred names of juftice and huma-
nity, only to be permitted to make my
defence; adding, that I would call the
enfuing day, at the fame hour, for that
Purpofe. Having folded. fealed, and
given my papér to a young woman,
who appeared to regard me with fome
degree of fympathy, and who engaged
faithfully to deliver it to her miftrefs,
I returned to my apartment, my fpi-
rits funk in a fearful defpondency.

It was now that I fcic all the horror
of my defting. * O wretched and ill-
« fired mother!” 1 exclimed, in the
bitternefs of my foul, while I wrung my
hands with frenzied anguifh, what ca-
“ Jamities has thy frailty entailed upon

G6 ¢ thy
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“ thy miferable offspring! Would to
“ God thou badft never given me ex-
“ iftence! Would to God thou hadft
“ ftrangled me at my birth " — Daugh-
ters of levity, refe@ ere you give the
reins to voluptuoufnefs, reflect on the
confequences in which ye are about to0

involve your innocent, devoted, off-
fpring!

Early the next morning, I received

a verbal mcﬂ'agc, by the young wo-
man who bed taken charge of my
note, imponing, that Mis. had,
a few hours before, lefi town; thateit
Was not poffible for her to doubt that
the principal futs alleged againft e
were true, and, as they affurded am-
Ple reafon againft my adinittance into
her family, fhe Was not folicitous re-
fpc&ing
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fpe@ing the particularss. that fte had
no inclination to expofe herfelf to my
vehemence; and that fhe was gone
into tie country to join her hufband,
Whence her return was uncertain.

This new inftance of injultice opera-
ted rather to mitigate than to increafe
my difirefs; I became familiarized, as it
were, to fuffering: exhaufted nature re-
fufed to fupply the fources of gricf, a tor-
por flole over my feelings, I fubmitted
to undeferved injury with fullen refigna-
tion, while my fpirit, confcious of its pu-
rity, rofc with dignity fuperior to its
woes,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIL

THE 0 pounds I had received from
Mr. Pelham, which had been appropri-
ated t0 my immediate and imperious
wants, had, for fome time, been ex-
haufted. The fenfe of obligation, where
I was compelled to withdraw my efteem,
prefled heavily upon my mind; added to
which, I had incurred a fmall debt to
my hoftefs. As the tumult of paffion
fubfided, I revolved in my thoughts va-
rious plans for the fupport of a com-
fordefs cxiftence. Among the recrea-
tions of my youth, connelted with my
botanical ftudies, had been the art of
drawing and colouring plants and flow-
€rS, in the performance of which, di-

re&ed
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re&ed by my patron, I had acquired
tafte and facility.: it was probable, T
fought to perfuade myfelf, that 1 might
convert what had been once my recrea-
ton into 2 more important refource. I
fallied our, in the hope of realizing this
flatrering fuggeftion.

Without recommendation or introduc-
tion, my firft day’s refearch was pro-
du&ive only of cold negatives and dif-
couraging obje@ions. Wounded, but
not defpairing, on the fecond morning
my hopes revived, when the mafter of
a print-thop of a fhewy appearance, af-
ter attentively confidering me for fome
moments, and putting various queftions
to me refpeling my fkill and prac-
tice, agreed to make tial of my abi-
lity and difpatch, I returncd with my

patterns
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paterns to my humble lodging, with
light fpirits and a beating heart, anti-
cipating the dignity of INDEPENDENCE.
Stimulated by motives thus powerful, I
furpaffed the expetation of my employ-
er; a new creation, blooming and vivid,
rofe beneath my pencil: abandoning the
models, and difdaining control, my fancy
wantoned in luxurious varieties; every
new cffort brought an accefs of profit
and of praife. I returned, with the pro-
duce of my labours, in a blank cover,
the ten pounds to Mr. Pelham, and paid
off a part of my debt to my hoftefs.

My heart, for a time, while occu-
pied by this purfuit, forgot, with its
gricfs, its focial propenfitics, and I be-
gan to tafte repofe, till, one morning
coming out of the houfe of my cm-

ploye®




OF PREJUDICE. 137

ployer, I encountered on the threfhold
2 man who peered impertinently under
my hat, and in whofe features I recol-
le@ed, with terrof, 3 favourite valet of
Sir Peter Ofborne’s. I attempted, but
it was too late, to conceal myfclf from
him: I perccived he knew mes while,
hurrying to my lodging, and turning my
head on my entrance, I had the addi-
tional vexation of obferving him, at 3
lide diftance, watching my fteps. It
was fome hours before I recovered from
the fhock occafioned by this incidents
but I at length began to perfuade myfelf
that my alarm was groundlefs ; that it
was not likely, after fo long 2 period
had clapfed, and after what I had already
fuffered, that any new machinations would

be formed againtt me.

At
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At the expiration of three days, ha-
ving completed my allotted tafk, and
having been more than ordinarily atten=
tive to the finithing touches of a beauti-
ful pair of fire-fcreens, I carried home
my work rather later than ufual. My
employer, from commending my tafte
and ingenuity in exaggerated expreffions
fuddenly feized my hand, and, prefling
it gently, at the fame time lecring iB
my face and tapping my glowing cheeks
made an abrupt tranfition from the meri¢
of my performance to the charms of mY
perfon, on which he expatiated in terms
ftill warmer and more extravagant. I
fhronk from his touch with a mixed fgn-
fation of terror and difguﬁ, and, turning.
from his arlent gaze, abrupﬂy withdrew
my hand from his,

« What
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¢« What is the matter with my charm-
« ing girl?”" faid he, in a voice odioufly
whining and affe&ted.

Overcome by the recollections which
crowded upon my mind, I was unable to
reply ; while, folding his arms round me,
and muttering words of tendernefs in
low and half-fupprefled tones, he infi-
dioufly drew mc towards him. Indig-
nation reftored my facultics; I broke
from him, and burft into a flood of
tears,

¢ My dear litde angel,” faid the in-
fulting wretch, « why this diftrefs? why
« thefe pretty romantic airs? Sir Pe-
“ ter Ofborne and Mr. Pelham found
“ Jofs difficulty, I have a notion, with
[ <] my
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“ my charmer. It is time you aba-

“ted a lLittle of this theatrical coy-
“ nefs.”

Difengaging myfelf from his grafps
and rufhing from the room, 1 flew
through the fhop, and gained the ftreet.
The precipitation of my efcape did not;
however, fave me from hcaring, as I
pafled, the ribaldry and cruel comments
of the young men employed in the bu-
finefs, by whom, in my flight, 1 was
compelled to pafs. Regaining my apart-
ment in an agony of paffion, I per~
ceived that the fatal tale of my difgrace
purfued and blafted all my efforts, when,
throwing myflf on my bed, I gave way
% a burlt of grief. Having vented my
anguifh in a food of tears, a profound
flzep gradually ftole over my perturbed

fpirits,
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fpirits, from which I awoke not il to-
wards morning, when I felt myfclf re-
frethed and calmed. My firft thought,
on a recolle@ion of the preceding eve-
ning's tranfaltion, was, to change my
abode and name, (that of Raymond,
which 1 had for a time thoughtleflly af-
fumed, or rather habitually fuffered, and
to which I had no claim, I had, fince
the cruel charge of Mr. Pclham, ex-
changed for the pame of my unfortu-
nate mother;) but this fuggeftion I pre-
fendy refited. — ¢ I am guildefs,” 1
repeated to myfelf; « why fhould I then
“ affe&t difguife, or have recourfe to
“ falfehood? In every honeft and con-
“ fiftent means of fafety I will not de-
“ fert myfelf. It is not neceffary that
« | fhould wilfully fpread the tale of my

« own difgrace or imprudence, ye::’illl
({1
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¢ will not, by prevarication, fhrink from
¢ their confcquences.” —— Neither was
it prafticable immediatcly to quit my
lodging; for, in repaying my debt to
Mr. Pelham, and defraying the expenfes
of a feanty fubfiftence, I had expended
my litle profits; and, for the remainder
of the fum due to my hoftefs, 1 was fill

in arrears. For the drawings carried.

home the preceding evening I was yet
unpaid; but, in claiming my right, I
might poffibly fubje® myfelf to new in-
fult. I fhuddered, and turned with hor-
ror from the idea; nor dared I em-
ploy an agent in my behalf, To de-
mand my dues would be but to re-

vive and propagate the tale of my
fhame,
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I revolved in my mind, felected, and
reje@ed, as new obitacles occurred o
me, a variety of plans. Difficultics al-
moft infuperable, difficulties peculiar o
my fcx, my age, and my. unfortunate
fituation, oppofed themfeclves to my of-
forts on every fide. I fought only the
bare means of fubfiftence : amidft the
luxuriant and the opulent, Who furround-
ed me, I put in no claims either for hap-
pinefs, for gratification, or even for the
common comforts of life: yet, furely,
I bad & right to exifp! — For what crime
was 1 driven from fociety? I feemed
to myfelf like an animal entangled in
the toils of the Lunter. My bofom
fwelled with honeft indignant prides 1
determined to live; I determined that
the devices of my perfccutors fhould

not
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not overwhelm me: my fpirit roufed it-
felf to defcat their malice and baffle their
barbarous fchemes. From the deplora-
rable circumftances in which 1 fele my-
felf involved, I feemed but to acquire
new ftrength and courage: I exerted MY

invention, and called cyery power into
attion.

On the firft Aoor of the houfe in which

I occupied an apartment refided an en°
graver, to whom I applied to inftrod.
me in the principles of his art, in
which, I conceived, my fkill in draw-
ing and knowledge of the fcience of pro-
portions might give me facility. He¢
coldly anfwered, that, for a certain PC”
cuniary gratuity, (which, alas! I was Ut
terly unable to procure,) cuftomary in
the profefion, he was willing to acccp*
my
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my fervices, and afford me the neceffary
afliftance. Thus baffled, I once more,
with paticxit, but determined, perfeve-
rance, iffued forth in fearch of occupa-
tion. To my application, in various
fhops and warchoufes, for embraidery,
child-bed linen, ufeful or fancy work,
I was required to bring fureties for
my charaéter, or to Jeave the value of
the goods entrufted to me: cither of
which were, in my circumftances, alike
impraticable. I {olicited at the mufic-
fhops to be permitted to COPY ROICS
but in vain, they had alrcady more
applications than they were able to com-
ply with, and a general prejudice feemed
to be enteruined againtt my fex and my
dcjefted appearance.

Vou. II. H I
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I returned to my lodging wearicd and
difpirited, when, for the firft time, 1
ventured to requeft the recommendation
of my hoftefs, if, in the circle of her
acquaintance, fhe could procure me em-
ployment. She furveyed me with 2 ful-
picious and fcowling air, complained of
the inconvenience fhe fuffered from my
tardy payments, and gave but little en-
couragement to my propofition. .

What was now to be done? I had
not tafted nourifhment through the day
my refources appeared to be at an ends
my finances were at the loweft ¢bb, nof
could I devife any method of recruiting
them; a few hours, and, perhaps, P¢”
rithing with famine, I fhould vainly feck
a fhelter for my defencelefs headt The

moft
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moft deplorable deftitution menaced me.
One only proje& at length occurred, —
Jervitude. 1 thivered, fighed! A faint
glow tinged, for a moment, my faded
cheek, while a tear forced its wayl! I
now renewed my inquirics, and fought
to procure mylelf admittance, in a do-
‘meftic capacity, (I cared not in what
department,) in fome repuuble family.
Three days wore away in fruidefs re-
fearch : for one place, 1 was too young
and inexperienced; for another, too geo=
teel and preuty; at a third, my hands
were objetted to, as apparently umac-
cuftomed to labour, and my whole ap-
pearance as too delicate and fickly; at
others, a recommendation and charalter
were required from my previous place
of refidence, while cearfc conje&urcs
were hazarded on my inability fadsfy
| H 12 thefe
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thefe demands. At length, I reccived
cafual information that a lady, about to
travel, wifhed to be accompanied by
a young woman well educated, poficl-
ing acquirements fuperior to common
pretenfions, who would have no objec-
tion to an abfence of fome years from
her native country, 1 eagerly liftened
to a propofal fo fuited to my forlorn
circumftances, and immediately repaired
to the apartments of the lady, by whom
1 was received with civility and kind-
nefs; while, exprefling herfelf pleafed
with my appearance and manner, and’
obferving my apparent fatigue and de-
Je&ion, fhe invited me to reft myfelf
and to take fome refrethment. To the
common fympathies of focial and po-
lithed life, I had been of late fo lit-
tle accuftomed, that, affeted by thefe

humane
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humane attentions, 1 fnatched involun-
tarily the hand of my promifed bene-
farefs, and burft into a paflionate flood
of tears. She appeared concerned at
this fudden emotion and intercfted by
my diftrefs; and, on my informing her
that I was an unfortunate orphan, With
no one to aid or recummend me, pro-
fefled herfclf inclined to wave, in my
favour, (fo much had my gricf and art-
lefs behaviour impreficd her,) the cuf-
tomary precautions on thefe occafions.
She purpofed leaving England, fhe in-
formed me, the beginning of the en-
fuing week, when (if, on inquiry, the
perfon with whom 1 lodged appeared
to bear a good chara@er, and would
‘vouch for my condu&t fince my refi-
dence with her) fhe would immediately
reccive me, without farther refcarch, into

H 3 her
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ker fervice and prote@ion. The kind-
nefs of this amiable woman won all my
confidence : I was about to throw my-
fcIf at hLer feet, and narrate, with fim-
plicity, the difafrous events of my paft
life, when the entrance of fome perfors
on bufinefs, preparatory to her intended
tour, engaged her attention, and fuf~
Fended, for the prefent, my purpofe.
I withdrew myfelf, exprefling a fervent
and grateful fenfe of her goodnefs, and,
returning to my apartment full of hope,
my mind relieved from an intolerable
preflure, related to my hoftefs what
had paffed, engaging, if, by her means,
I cculd happily procure a fituation fo
defirable, to purchafe from her a few
more articles indi{penfable to my ap-
proaching expedition, and, on the day
Previous to my quitting her, to give her

2
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a letter of recommendadon to a gende-
man of rank and fortune, who would,
I was affured, gladly reimburfe her for
the moncy fhe bad sdvanced.

Every thing appeared 10 fucceed to
my with: the day of my embarkation
was appointed by a meflage from my
patronefs; on the cveniog preceding
which, I was to join her at her apart-
ments. I faw her once or twice during
the interval, but always in the huny
of preparation. In the morning of 2
day joyfully anticipated, a day which
was to bear me far from the perfecutions
that had unrelentingly purfued me, from
a2 country that had caft me out like an
alien from its bofom, I addreffed a few
lines to Mr. William Pciham, bricfly fta-
ting my late diftrefles and neceflides, re-

H 4 quefting
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queiting him to fatisfy the demand of
the bearer, with whom I had been com-
pelled, by imperious neceflity, to con-
tratt a debt of twenty pounds; addings
my repugaance to adopt a mean to which
unprecedented - perfecutions and calami-
ties had driven me; a mean, to which,
wkile remaining in the fame country,
no confidcration could have induced ‘me s
and expreffing my refolution, fhould fu-
ture fortune empower me, to repay, with
intereft, this laft teftimony which I

fhould ever exa® of his former friend-
thip.

Having fealed and fuperferibed this
Paper, I was proceeding, not without
a painful and revolting fecling, to de-
liver it to my hoftefs, previous to mY
intended departure from her houfe, whens

abruptly



OF PREJUDICE. 153

abruptly burfting into my chamber, fhe
put into my hands a fmall parcel, which
I opened with trepidadon. Its contents
were five guineas and a letter, from the
lady under whole prote&ion I was about
to place myfelf; ftadng, that a man of
fafhion and fortunc, an acquaintance of
her hufband’s, with whom he had fpent
the preceding evening, had informed
him (my name having been acciden-
tally mentioned as a yourg perfon en-
gaged to go abroad with his family) of
fome particulars, refpecting the former
incidents of my life and condudt, that
had occafioned her the fincereit concern,
but, at the fame time, had rendcred my
refidence with her fomewhat improper ;
that the gentleman had affured them my
prefent diftrefs was, in a great degree,

wilful ; that I had kind friends, who,
Hg could
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could I be prevailed upon to return
to them, would, he was afiured, gladly
reccive me; that he exprefled himfelf
with feeming franknefs, and was ap-
parently well acquainted either with me.
or my family. Some circumflances, fhe
fubjoined, had haftened their departure
from London a day earlier than they
had purpofed; that, had fhe conti-
nued in Fngland, fhe fhould have felt
much inclired to have inveftigated far-
ther this affair; neverthelefs, that fhe
would ingenuoufly tell me that fuch
imputations, of which circumftantial e-
vidence was g'ivcn, muft, from vérious
motives, have precluded my admittance
into her family; yet, had fhe found
me cither traduced or reclasimable, fhe

would have been my friend ; at prefents -

fhe muft fatisfy herfelf with requefting
my
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my acceptance of the five guineas cn-
clofed, to preferve me from the preflure
of immediate neceflity. She concluded
with prudent counfel, expreflions of re-
gret, and kind wifhes; adding, that, by
the time her letter reached my hand, fhe
fhould be advanced on her journey to-
wards the fouthern coaft, the daVclﬁng-
carriage, at the period of her writing,
being in waiting.

Stunned by this unexpeéted event, I
remained during fome minutes motionlefs,
my limbs unnerved, my faculties locked
up in a deadly ftupor, from which the
importunate clamours of my hoftefs at
length roufed me, who, having acquaint-
ed herfeif with the contenss of the fatal
mandate that had fallen from my hand,

reiterated loudly her demands for the pro-
H6 mifed
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mifed letter, by which the payment of
her debt was to be affured.  Placing my
hand on my breaft, I drew from the bot-
tom of my heart a heavy figh, and, the.
next inftant, broke into a convulfive peal
- of laughter ; while confufed, but vivid,
images danced before my dazzled fight.
‘Making a ftrenuous effort to regain my
wavering faculties, I fuddenly caught,
(led by the eager eye of my hoftefs,)
from a fmall efcritoir, on which, on her
entrarice, I had thrown it, the paper re-
cently addrefled to Mr. Pclham, and,

tearing it in a thoufand fragments, fcat-
tered them on the floor.

The mezning of this ation efcaped not
the penetrating eye of my fagacious cre-
ditor, who, after pouring, forth a torrent
of invc&ive, and overwhelming me with

oPprobI ious
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opprobrious epithets, darted out of the
room, threatening me, at her departure,
with a vengeance which, st the inftant,
I did but obfcurely comprchend.  Seat-
ing myfelf at the feet of my humble pal-
let, I waited the execution of her mena-
ces with the calm refignation of defpair.

CHAP.
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CHAUP. VI

| NEAR two hours elap%d, when, fol-

lowed by a ftranger, from whofe fero-
clous afpe@, rugged features, and lower-
ing brow, I involuntarily recoiled, my
hoftefs re-entered.

“ I arreft you,” faid her companion,
laying his hand on my fhoulder, while [
fhrunk appalled from his rude grafp, « at
“ the fuit of this good woman, to whom
“ you are indcbted, for board, lodgings
“ and fundry articles of wearing-appa-
“ rel, the fum of twenty pounds.”

“ Lead on,” faid I, with affumed firm-

nefs, I refign myfelf to my deftiny.”
My
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My conductor ftopped at the door
of the apartment, and held, for a few
minutes, a whifpering converfation with
my creditor, to which fhe nodded com=
placendy, as in afient. A hackney-
coach waited, into which I threw my-
&If, followed by my companion. In
profound filence, we pafied through va-
rious fireets and lanes; at length ftop-
ping in an obfcure part of the town, be
fore a houfe large and gloomy, the win-
dows defended by bars of iron. Affifted
by my guide, I alighted, following him
through long and dark paflages, up 8
narrow ftair-cafe, into a fmall back-
room wretchedly furnithed, the windows
of witich, obfcured by dirt, fhed, as the
twilight fhut in, a glimmering, uncer=

win light, according with the melan-
choly
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choly defolation of the place. Sinking
into an old-fathioned arm-chair, worm-
eaten and tottcfing, I refigned myfelf to
reflections, that fucceeded each other in
long and mournful trains. 1 beheld no
perfon but my condu&or, who, for fome
time, officioufly bufied himfelf in arran-
ging the fcanty furniture, and prefently
abruptly addreffed me.

““ This is not, I confefs, a very fuita-
“ ble place for fo pretty a lafs, but it

“ will be your own fault if you remain
“ here long.”

“ What mean you, man? Does your

« office authorize you to infult your pri-
“ foners?”

¢ This
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« This is not a prifon, pretty maid,

*“ nor am I a gaoler.”

« What then?” (half-breathlefs with

undefined terror;) « and who are you?”

e« A fheriff’s officer, who have, from

€«

«”

€«

€«

({4

€<

({4

courtefy, brought you to rmy own
houfe, whence, if you will be perfua-
ded to procure bail, you may depart
whenever you pleafe.”

« I have no onc to bail me; I have

neither property nor friends ; I am
wholly unable to fatisfy you for your
accommodations, and, -thercfore, for
your own fake, you will do well to re-
move me without farther delay.”

The
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- The fellow muttered fome things half-
inwardly, in which I could diftinguifh the
phrafes «d—ned pride” and < artful lit-
“ tle beech.”” e Well, well,” refumed
he, « there’s a fine gentleman who i
“ willing, if you will not jilt him again,
“ 10 pay your debts, and to fave you
*“ from routing in gaol.”

Springing from my feat in a frenzy
of terror, I ruthed towards the doofs
When it fuddenly flew open. A perfon
entered bringing lights, and preceding
my cld and barbsrous enemy, Sir Pe-
ter Ofborne.  Uttering a fearful fhrick,
I'fell in convulfions at his feet.

It was Jong before I returned to recol-
le&tion, when I found myfelf freiched
on
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on a wretched mattrefs, attended by fe-
veral women, who were bufily occupied
in effefting my reftoration. My eyes,
wildly turning, fought, on evety fide,
the terrific vifion that had appeared as
the chimera of a diftempered brain, and
before which life and fenfe had fled. I
uttered a thoufand incoherent interroga-
tions, to which no anfwer was retumed.
Dathing from me the cordials with which
they continued to importunc me, I rofe
from the bed, and, throwing myfclf oa
my knees in a diftant part of the room;.
covered my face with my handkerchicf,
reclining it on. my folded arms, which
refled on a window-feat. ‘The footfteps
of a man treading fofily acrofs the floor
caught my attention: . flarting on my
feet, I turned, when the bailiff approach-
ed, followed by his gueft. Indignation

ftrung
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ftrung my enfeebled nerves: advancing,
with hafty fteps, towards the mafter

of this miferable abode, I feized his
arm,

“ 16" faid I, « you are indeed whas
“ you pretend to be, and not the agent
“ of this bafe man, do your office, and
“ that quickly. I demand the prifon
you threaten: 1 will owe no obliga-
tions to a wretch whofe prefence blafts
my fight. It is no lefs your duty to
preferve me from infult than from cf-
€ape: you are amenzble to the laws
by ‘which I fuffer, and, by the peril
of thofe laws, I adjure you, this in-
ftant, to lezd me hence, and condutt
me to the place of my dcflination.”

({9

o«

The
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The fellow ftared, appeared half-con-
founded, and gave back a few paces.
The barbarous Ofborne, - pafing him,
advanced, and, throwing himfelf at my
feet, with fcigned paffion, fnatched my
hand, attempting to prefs it to his lips.
Springing from his touch, and ruthing
paft the officer, I once more endea-
voured to gain the door, but difcovered
it, with inexpreflible anguith, to be
locked. Staggering towards a chair,
and fupporting myfelf on the back, an
agony refembling the pangs of death
fhook my frame.

¢ Dear, unaccountable creature!” ex-
_claimed the wretch who thus purfued me
to my deftru&ion,  what is it that thus

¢ alarms and difturbs you? In the pre-
« fence
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<« fence of this honeft man, I zfk but
“ one quarter of an hour’s conference.
“ You are in the hands of a king’s of-
“ ficer; I have no power over you.
« Hear me but patiently, and may God
« for ever blaft me, if I cannot prevail
‘¢ upon you to liften to reafon, and to
permit me to liberate you, if 1 do not
that inftant depart, and leave, if you
will have it fo, the law to take its
courfe ; nor will I any more moleft
you by the prefence of a man who
adores you, who is folicitous only to
“ repair the wrongs into which his paf-
¢ fion has hurried him, yet againft whom

“ you entertain prejudices fo unreafona-
« ble!”

({1
(14
(14
({4
[ {4

I attended in fpeechlefs anguifh, my
hands and eyes raifed to heaven. He
‘went
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went on to recapitulate, and to place in
their ftrongeft light the horrors of my
fituation: loft to fame, to hope, to the
poffibility of falvation ; abandoned to all
the accumulated evils of indigence and
infamy! — ¢ What is this bugbear vir-
“ tue,” continued he, « at the barba-
“ rous fhrine of which you offer up
“« all the lavith gifts of nature and for-
“ tune? — Was that beautcous frame
“ formed to endure the fqualid mife-
“ ries of famine and deftitution? to mix
* in the loathfome ‘gaol with the refufe
“ of mankind? to herd with robbers,
¢ proftitutes, and felons? to perifh with
* want, with contagion, with confuming
*¢ grief, or devouring anguith? On one
“ fide, fhame, defpair, death, await you;
“ on the other, lavith fortune, fheltering
“ love, gaicty, pleafure, adulation, an

« adoring
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adoring lover, an admiring world. —
The guilt of which you accufe me,
I repeat, was but the proof of fren-
zied paffion, driven by your fcorn to
defpair and outrage. Rcfufe not the
reparation which a penitent heart yearns
to beftow : a legal fettlement, liberal
beyond your hopes or your ambition,
fhall fecure to you, in future, the
independence, the afRuence, the fplen-
dour, which charms like your’s are fit-
ted to adorn.”

“ No, no, no! no more, no more!”

faid I, in a tone of impatient agony,
wringing my clafped hands. ¢ Pro-

o«

€<

[ {4

¢

fane not with unhallowed lips the fa-
cred name of Love! Oh! how in-
capable is thy fordid foul of conceiving
its generous fentiments, its exquifite

« fenfibilitics!
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¢ fenfibilitiest Bafe, {clfith, inhuman,
« barbarim, to fec thee is mifery, to
 lifien to thee intolerable anguifh! =
¢« Welcome, welcome,”” continued 1,
my hands fpread, my cheeks glow-
ing, my cyes lighied with a tranfient
luﬂrc,b e« defolation, infimy, a prifon,
“ the rack, decath itfeif! All, -al is
“ light, is balmy, compared with the
“ mifery of thy dctefted prefence, —
“ cruell:f of men! — on whom may
s the curfes of the orphan and defti-
% tute falll”

« Once more, then, ftubborn beauty,
« I abandon you to your fare. And yet,
«“ — and yer, —~—" continued he, ap-
proaching me.

Vor. IL 1 « Begonel
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“ Begone! this inftant begone! Ad-
“ vance not! — Dare you,” repeated
L, with frantic vehemence, my fenfes
difturbed with terror, * dare you, be-
« trayer, fpoiler, thus infiduoufly ap-
¢ proach? — Man,” feizing once more
the arm of the officer, “ on thy pe-
“ 1il, protet me, as thou wouldft an-
“ fwer it at a higher tribunalt*

Alarmed by the energy and violence
of my manner, my encmy at length
fuffered himfelf to be prevailed upon,
by the rude eloquence of the bailiff,
who began to be apprehenfive for the
credit of his houfe, to retire; but not
till he had preficd me to permic him,
unconditionally, to difcharge the debt
for which I had been commited, and

t0
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to free me from my prefent reftraint.
I reje@ed his offer with firmnefs and
difdain, determining to fubmit to any
evil rather than be indebted to the
liberality of a _man whom I regarded,
with horror, as the caufe of my un-
merited fufferings.  As he defcended the
ftairs, ¢« A prifom,” faid he, in an afe
feted, but audible, whifper, to the fel-
low who accompanied him, ¢ may yet
 bring her t reafon, conquer . this
¢ obftinacy, and banifh her romantic
« whims. Let the law, then, for tbe
“ prefems,” lowering his voice,  take its
* courfe.”

Overwhelmed by laffitude, and worn
out with fatigue, after barricading -
very avenue to the chamber, which

was alfo faftened on the outfide, I
Is funk
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funk on a couch, and obtained, the -
night being far advanced, a few hours
of reftles and interrupted flumber.

CHAP.




or PREJUDICE. 173

CHAP IX

SOON sfier the dawn of dsy, T ws
roufed by a fummons to preparc for my
departure.  Again I followed the officer
into a carriage prepared for me, and was
conveyed to the gloomy Eates of a pri-
fon. A tranfient fhuddering chilled mY
blood as the maffy doors opened 0B
their hinges. I had proceeded but 8
few paces, through 8 winding paflage,
when a confufed found of voices affailed
my ear: methought I diftinguifhed toncs
not unfamiliar to me, when two men ap-
proached, feemingly in earncft conver-
fation. Grey locks fhaded the tem-
ples and waved over the fhoulders of
him who appeared to be the clders and
. 13 whofe
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whofe voice had excited my curiofity

while his face was partly turncd from me.
We were obliged to pafs each other, the
firangers apparéntly coming from the in-
terior of the prifon. Examining intent-
ly, as they drew near, the venerable af-
pect of him, the tones of whofe voice
had awakened my attention, he fuddenly
turned and met my earneft gaze, when,
O God! what were my emotions on be-
holding the late faithful domeftic of my
deceafed patron! he, whofe fecble arm
had, oa the evening previous to my fa-
tal journey, vainly attempted to reprefs
the audacity of our powerful neighbours
“ Fames!” faid 1, with emphafis, in 8
heart-thrilling accent, that partook of all
the mingled fenfations of my agonized
foul. He leaped fome paces backward,
placed his hand on his breaft, and, in
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s moment, returning, examined my fea-
tures with wild and cager curiofity.

« God bles my foul!” exchimed the
honeft creature, after a fhort paufe; is
s it poffible? can it be my fweet young
« miftrefs, — fo pale, fo altered, fo
« woe-begone? — In a prifon 00} ~—
« Oh! had my good old mafter lived ©
« fee his darling thus, his kind heart
« would have burit afunder.”

« Yes, James, you indced fec me
¢ wretched, but not guilty; my inno-
« cence and my integrity ftill remain to
[ 4 ,m".

« Well, bleficd be God for thatl —
¢ London, I am told, is a fad, wicked
« place, and, meeting you here in this

14 « pitiful
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puiful plight, I knew not what to
think ; but your kind voice and fweet
face (though I muft fay it is woefully
changed) affure me that you are flill
the fame dear, good, young creature
Iever knew you. — But — but — I
hope,” his accents faultering, * that
you are not obliged to remain in this
terrible place.  What crime can you
have commiited, poor innocent lamb!
that can deferve a prifon 2

“ The crime, James, of owing twen-
ty pounds for food and lodging. —
Robbed of the little property be-
Queathed to me by our beloved pa-
tron, unable to procure honeft em-
ployment, compelled to fupport 3
wretched being, I was obliged to in-

« cur
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cur a debt which I am utterly incapable

of repaying.”

The officer here roughly interpofed.
If you can bail the young woman, fay
fo at once; but do not make me
ftand here, and wafte my time, lif-
tening to idle prate. Had fhe- not
been wilful and ftubborn, fhe had no
need to be here; but now the law
muft and fhall have its courfe.”

« But the Jow,” replied the good old

man, * the barbarous law fhall not have

«©

[ {1

n;y kind cld mafter’s darling for
twenty pounds. Tell me what I muft
do, and I will be bound for the

debt.”

Ig « Yoa!”
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“ Yeul” replicd the fellow fneeringly.
What fecurity have you to give?”

*“ Ah! leave me, dear, kind old man,
leave me to my fate! I cannot ac-
cept the reward of your honeft toil.
My heart is finking; my woes, 1 feel,

‘will not be long.”

“ But your dear heart fhall not fink,
and you fhall yet live to fee many,
many happy days, when my grey
hairs are laid in the duft. The licdle
property which I have was the gift
of my gencrous mafter, who overpaid
my fervices: it gladdens my old heart
that it fhould enable me to fave his

“ darling child. - What beter ufe could I
 ever putit to? Iam yet heart-whole

« and
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« and able to labour, and will work for
« my dear young miftrefs, who is worth
« 2 hundred fuch old fellows as I
(14 am.n

I melted into tears of grateful tender-
nefs: any farther oppofition, I perceived,
would be fruitlefs. The fanguine ar-
dour of my tenper once more revived ;
I believed 1 might, in future, by perfe-
vering induftry, triumph over my ma-
lignant fortune, and reward the bencfi-
cence of this faithful domeftic. Yield-
ing to his importunitics, 1 fuffered him
to liberate me, his friend joining in the
fecurity, and retired with himn to a de-
cent, but humble, lodging.

The good old man was, on our Way,
all rapture and cxultation. T he tranfort
16 - of
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of his heart ran over in innumerable af-
feftionate loquacities, every inftant en-
treating pardon for his freedom.

“ Pain me not, my friend,” faid I,
“ by thefe unncceffary humiliations: from
 any other they would feem, in my for-
“ lorn circumftances, mockery; from
¢ you, they diftrefs me. Are we not
 equals; or, rather, are you not my
¢ deliverer and bencfaQor?”

“ No, no, dear lady! you muft fill
« fuffer me to be your affe@ionate fer-
“ vant. 1 have paid you back but a
“ very fmall part of the debt I owed my
¢« good mafkter.”

After the departure of his friend, I re-
lated briefly to this humane creature the
_narrative
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narrative of my fufferings. — During
the recital, his countenance refleted,
as in a mirror, the varied feclings
which penetrated his heart.  He in-
terrupted me inceffantdy with bitter im-
precations on the deftroyer of my re-

pofe.

« O the barbarous ruffian!” exclaim-
ed he vchemently, his hands clenched,
and ftamping on the fioor. — ¢ Oh!
« that my feeble arm could reach his
e cruel, treachcrous heart! — Could I
« have believed that the fweet infant I
« had fo often dandled in my arms, the
« Jovely child on which my good mafter
« o fondly doated, would have been
« expofed to fuffer wrorgs like thefe,
“ never, never would I have been per-

« fuaded to quit her. m=— D—n him!
¢ de=n
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d—a him! (God, forgive me!) a cruel
villain 1"

 Stop, my good friend; curfe not.
Thank heaven it is I who am the
injured, not the injurer, Refleétions
on the paft are fruitlefs as painful : let
us rather look forward; my mind,
unviolated, exults in its purity; my
fpirit, uncorrupted, experiences, in
confcious re@itude, a fweet compen-
faion for its unmerited fufferings.
The noble mind, fuperior to acci-
dent, is ferene amidft the wreck of for-
tune and of fame. No, pure fpirit of
the beft of men!” clafping my hands

and raifing my eyes, while a divine fire
pervaded my frame, « I will not dif-

grace thy precepts, I will not defert
myfelf, though I perith in the toils
] thtt
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« that entangle my fteps! 1 will at leaft
« die with the confolation of having de-
« ferved the recompenfe that has hitherto

« cluded my cager grafp.”

James wept like an infant, and audi-
bly fobbed. ¢ Dear, blefied lady!”
faid he, in a voice half-choaked with
emotion, ¢ you are, yOu afe, — indced,
« jndced, — the true daughter of my
¢« worthy mafter! — Accurfed be the

‘« wretch! May lightnings blatt —"

I tumned on him an eye of mingled
Kindnefs and reproofs he felt its mean-
ing, and, covering his vencrable fore-
head with his clafped hands, coatinued
to weep in filence. To divert the tide
of paffion which feemed to overwhelm
him, Iinq\iredwwhufortunaﬁccil-

cumitance
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cumftance I owed our meeting and my
confequent liberation, when all human
aid appeared to have forfaken me. In
anfwer to which he informed me, that
he had travelled to London for the pur-
pofe of felling out of the funds the fum
of fifty pounds, the favings of his la-
bour, affilted by his late mafter’s libera-
lity. With this money he was to en-
ter upon a fmall farm, which he had un-
dertaken to occupy and rent, on Sir Pe-
ter Ofborne’s manor. That the bufinefs
had been aiready tranfacted, and the a-
grecement figned, between him and Sir
Peter’s fteward, otherwife, he fwore ve-
hemently, he would have had no con-
cerns with fuch a villain. That, not ha-
ving been in town for many years, he
had, with a friend, vifited the various
edifices and curiofitics of London, and

had,
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had, that morning, been prevailed upon
to accompany him on an errand of be-
neficence to the prifon, when, on their
return, they had fortunately encountered
me. That he knew me not, fuch ra-
vages had diftrefs made upon my fea-
tures, till the accent in which 1 pro-
nounced his name ftruck at oncc upog
his heart. — I interrupted the over-
flowings of that kind heart by re-
minding him that the money he lad ad-
vanced for my releafe would, I had but
too much reafon to feay incapacitate
him for fulfilling his engagcments with
the fteward.

« True,” faid he, looking fomewhat
thoughtful and perplexed, as if the ides
had not before occurred to him; but

« Mr.Steward will, I hope, give me
[ time.
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“ time. Frugality and induftry, with a
“ fair harveft, may fet all matters right
‘ again, and I cannot now want a mo-
“ tve 10 beftir myf)£”

It was fo long fince 1 had expe-
rienced the grectings of cordial friend-
fhip, or liftened to the tones of fympa-
thy, that I tafted, in the honeft affec-
tion of this humble creature, a fweet
and ineffable confolation. We confulted
together on the means which it would

be proper to adopt for our future con-
du&,

I feemed hitherto to have been fur-
rounded by invifible agents and hidden
fnares, that had blafted my purpofes,
befet my paths, and fruttrated my moft
fagacious plans; yet, intrepid in inno-

cence,
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cence, 1 detcrmined to affume no dif-
guifc, neither to Jeave uncflayed any up=
sight methods or vigorous cfforts to de-
feat the malice of my adverfaries. Dif-
gufted with the train of misforruncs that
had, with unmitigable feverity, purfued
me fince my refidence in town, I re=
folved on returning to the foencs of my
childhood, and fecking in rural fhades 8
thelter from my pitilefs focs.

At the entreaty of honeft James,
whom thenceforth I determined to che-.
rith with filial care, I confented to ac-
company him to his farm, (that was
happily fituated on the extreme VCIge
of the manor, fcveral miles diftant from
the manfion-houfc,) the internal con-
cerns of which I undertook to mMAanage,

with the bufines of the dairy, in which
1
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I had, for my amufement, and to gratify
my patron, acquired fome fkill in the
happy period of my youth,

CHAP.
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CHAP X

WE quitted London; and, in a few
days, were in poffelion of. our licte
farm, the fteward having accepted from
my bencfattor a bond for the deficient
twenty pounds. We entered upon our
rural occupations with alacrity. The in-
tervals of my domeftic employments, in
which I acquitted myfelf with dexterity
and diligence, were devoted to the ac-
quifiion of knowledge, with what fcao-
ty materials I was able to procurc in
this fequeftered fituation. The {chool»
mafter of the village affifted me with
fome books; I refumed my botanical
ftudies, which afforded me an obje&t

.ﬁ):mywalksandformypcncilslcx-

ercifed
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erciftd my affcions by occafional in-
ftru&ions to the children of the peafants,
and by adminiftering to the wants and
infirmities of our fick and aged neigh-
bours; while, in the evening, it was
my delight to folace the fatigues of my
kind friend after the labours of the
day.

Six months elapfed in occupation and
tranquillity. It was now that I began
to tafte the fweets of independence, the
dignity of an alive, ufeful life. Con-
veniences multiplied in our neat and plea-
fant abode: without fuperfluity, we en-
joyed a temperate plenty, and even, by
frugality and felf-denial, the exalted
pleafure of bencficence. Beloved and
refpected by our neighbours, my heart
once more expanded itfelf to fympathy,

my
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my checks recovered their bloom, my
eyes their fpirit and luftre. I began to
perfusde myfelf that the malice of my
fortune was exhaufted; thac I fhould,
at length, reap the harveft of my ac-
tivity and perfeverance. I redoubled
my cares and tenderncfs to my bene~
faltor, whom I confidered not merely
as the faviour of my life, but as the
inftrument of all that rendered thae life
dear and refpeCtable. But in the midtt
of thefe flattering profpeéts a ftorm was
gathering; the clouds began to lower,
dark and threatening: I was deltined
once more to be dathed on hidden fhoaks,
and fwallowed up in an unfathomable

abyfs.

A feries of wet weather, towards the

latter end of the fummer, deftroyed the
hopes
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hopes of our harveft: unufual exertions,
added to mental anxicty and expofure
to the inclement elements, affeted the
‘health of James, on whom age was now
rapidly advancing, and brought on a
tertian ague : he became cvery day more
debilitated, and, at length, utterly una-
ble to quic his chamber. My atten-
dance upon my friend, fatigue, and
watching, unfitted me for performing
the duties of my ftation ; evesy thing
wore a menacing afpe®, and ruin 2p-
Proached with hafty frides. ‘I endea-
voured to conceal from my patient, left
I fhould aggravare his fufferings, the in-
creafing untoward Rate of our affairs,
and flill wore in his prefence a cheer-
ful afpe®. To fupply a prefent exi-
gence, 1 prevailed, with fome difficulty,
on a wealthy acighbour to grant me the

loan
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loan of fificen pounds, for which, at his
requelt, 1 gave him a written acknow-
ledgement.

A few days fubfequent to this tranf-
aftion, after paffing the night by the
bedfide of my friend, the morning beam=
ing with unufual brilliancy, I walked
into the fields to give fome direétions
to the labourers and to obferve their
progrefs. The fercnity of the weather,
the ftillnefs of the hour, and the frefh-

ncfs of the carly breeze, inducing me

to prolong my ramble, I was joined in

my way by a party of the village-
children, who had been nutting, and
who haftened to prefent to me & fhare
of their fpoil. We had procecded
through a copfe, the little peafants cares
leflly laughing and chatting, when, ia

Vor.IL K the
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the midft of their gambols, we were
ftartled by the report of a fowling-
picce at no great diftance, and, in 8
fhort time after, through a break in
the hedge which bordered our path,
fome dogs appeared. One of the young-
er children, in atempting a leap which
exceeded its powers, had fallen, and
flightly wounded itfclf: attempting to
footh it, I had feated myfelf on a bank,
and, tenderly leaning over the child,
obferved not the fportfmen, who werc
by this time advancing towards the lit-
tle group. A confufed murmur among
the children, that fcemed to indicate re-
fpe@, announced their approach, and
roufed my attention. Suddenly raifing
my eyes, and ftarting from the bank, I
beheld, leaning on his gun, and. in-
tently gazing upon me, the lord of the

manovr,
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manor, my old adverfary, Sir Peter Of-
bo:nel

I thrieked involuntarily, ftaggered back-
ward, and was finking to the ground,
when, catching me in his arms, he pre=
vented my fill. A convulfive treme
bling fhook my limbs; while, petri-
fed with horror, and unable to fpeaks
I continued to gaze wildly on this ter-
rible apparition, my firength utterly fail-
ing me, and my fenfes wholly bewil-
dered. A gentleman by whom he was
accompanicd, obferving my cifordered
appearance, procured water from a reigh-
bouring brook, plentifully {prinkling my
neck and face. The children crowded
around me, helplefs and terrified: fome
labourers, alarmed by their cries, haf-
tened to my relicf, to whom the hated

Ka Ofborne
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Ofborne having configned me, precipi~
tately vanithed from my fight.

Near an hour clapfed ere I had the
power to remove from this fatal fpot,
where I had been transfixed, as it were,
by the glance of the bafilitk. My whole
frame appeared to have fuffered a re-
vulfion : pale, trembling, languid, lean-
ing upon two of the elder children, I
regained with difficulty my home. Un-
willing to wcund the gente nature of
my friend by a relation of the paft fcene,
I retired to my chamber, wept in fe-
cret, and fought to calm my difordered
fpirits.

For three fucceeding days, 1 was af-
failed by letters and meffages from our
Jandlord: the former were returned un-

opened;



oFf PREJUDICE. ¥9F

opcned; to the lauer no reply was
vouchfafed. On the fourth cvening, &
man muffled in a horfeman’s coat res
quctted to fpeak with me on urgent

bufinefs that imported my life and ho-
nour. A young girl, whom I had hited

to affit me in my houfehold carcs du-
ring the illnefs of my good James,
brought me this account. Sufp=tting
but too uuly the guileful beuayel ) ¢
refolutely refufed to appear. A new and
more importunate meflage reiterated the
requeit, which provoked from me a re=
fufal ftill more peremptory and deci-
five,

Several weeks elapfed, and, hearing
no farther from my perfecutor, I be-
gan again to breathe frecly. The op-
preflion of terror from the late rencon-

K3 tre
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tre was gradually removed from my
heart; the health of my friend appeared
to mend, though flowly; feed-time ap-
proached with a more favourable afpeét;
the heavens cleared; and the drooping

fpirits of the hufbandmen began to re-
vive,

“ Courage, my lafs!” cried James
exulting. ¢ Another year, if the ’fquire
“ has patience with us, may retrieve the

« loffes of this, and bring all mattcrs
“ right again,”

I refumed the bufinefs of my dairy
with diligence ; the elattic vigour of my
mind revived, and my bofom dilated
with hope; but, alas! my intervals of
sepofe were deftined to be but as the

light breeze of fummer,. which refrefhes
the



OF PREJUDICE. 199

the air but for a moment! Suddenly
I found myfelf fhuaned by my acquain-
tance, as onc infeced by a peftilences
every eye fcowled upon me, cvery
neck was fcornfully averted on my ap=
proach. Thc young peafants, who had
been accuftomed to pay me homage,
Jeered and tittered as I paffed; and the
village-maidens, bridling, fhunned every
familiar courte(y or advance. The fource
of this change was foon apparent, when
I beheld, mingled with the ruftics in
their fports, the pampered lackeys of
my powerful foe. Thefe infults became
at Jength too pointed and infupportable
to be longer concealed from my friend,
whofe weak fate licde firred him for
the difclofure: added to which, 1 was
now daily importuned by our ncighbour
for the debt which I had incurred; while

K s he
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he fcrupled not, with grofs hints and
coarfe language, to fuggeft, that an e-
quivalent might be accepted for a loan
I profefled myfelf unable to repay. The
fcorn and indignation which 1 was in-~
capable of rcpfcfﬁng drew upon me bit-
ter farcafms, and menaces that he would
no longer be the dupe of my fair face and
whining hypocrify. |

Harafied and perplexed on every fide,
what was now to be done? — Should
I repair to the refidence of the princie
pal inhabitants of the village, and nar-
rate fuccin@tly to them the wrongs and
the calamities of my paft life? A pe-
rilous expedient! for, what credit has
the fimple affeverations of the fufferer,
fole witnefs in his own caufe, to look
for againft the poiion of detra&ion, the

influence
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influence of wealth and power, the bi-
gotry of prejudice, the virulence of envy,
‘the fpleen and the corruption engendered
in the human mind by barbarous inflitu-
tions and pernicious habics2

" The kind-hearted James littened, ‘while
- I imparted to him thefe melancholy par-
ticulars, with an emotivn that redoubled
my diftrefs: it feemed as if exhaufted
nature was uncqual to the fuftaining of
any accumulation to 2 burthen that had
before preflcd on him but too heavily.
A fudden change appeared in his coun=
tenance, his features became diftorted,
he uttered a hollow groan, and his
limbs funk lifelefs ; while, catching him
in my amms, I prevented  his falling
from his chair. His cyes were fixed

on mine, as, fhuddering, I cflayed to
Kg fupport
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fupport him, with a tender and mourn-
ful expreffion: he tried in vain to fpeak,
while palfy feized his faultering frame.
Abandoning myfelf to agonizing gricf,
I rent the air with piercing cries: the
neighbours, alarmed by my fhricks, haf-
tened to our affiftance, but vain were
all their cares, vain my affiduities, my
forrow,” my defpair; on the third fuc-
cccding morning, my friend, my fecond
father, breathed, in my arms, his laft
figh.

The fluices of my heart were now
opened; I poured forth torrents of grate-
ful, filial tears; till, exhaufted by the ve-
hemence of my emotions, I funk into
Litlefs, ftubborn fadnefs,

The
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The effe@ts of my deceafed friend,
confifting merely of fimple furniture and
implements of hufbandry, were, after

taken pofiefion of by
to whom

his interment,
the fteward of our landlord,
they of right appertained,

of rent and payment of the bond given
in default of the original contra&. 1
pafiively beheld thefe tranfations, in
which I feemed to take no intereft: 8
heavy ftupor weighed down my fpints,
till 1 was roufed from this oppreflion
Sir Peter Ofborne,

for arrcars

by the appearance of
who, after aficéting to condole with me
on my lofs, cndeavouring to infinuate
himfelf into my confidenct, and making
vague offers of fervice, prefwning on
my dcplorable Gruation, his paffion o=
flamed by oppofition astfully contrived

K6 to
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to introduce his former pretenfions, pow
become, if pofiible, more than ever
odious to me. Finding me deaf to his
folicitations, and frenzied by his in-
fults, his heart appeared to relent, and
his purpofes feemed fufpended. Hum-
bling himfelf before me, he implored
my forgivenefs, curfed the confequences
of his barbarous arts, (confequences, he
fwore, alike unforefeen and deprecated,)
and befought me, with apparent fince-
rity, to accept the only recompenfe in
his power to beftow, — a legal title to
his hand and fortune.

« Reftore to me, if you can,” ex-
¢laimed I, with 2 vehemence almoft frane
tic, irritated by my fulferings,  my
« fame, my honour, my friend, my un-
s broken mind, and unfullied youth;

¢ then
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« then might you, indced, talk of your
« contrition; then might you dare to

‘« propofe amends for my forrows. O

« wretch!” continucd I with increafing
fervour, * unprincipled and fclfith vo-
« lupteary! what havoc has your cri-
« minal paffion wrought!' Think not
« that I would ally my foul to your's;

« my haughty fpirit, wounded, but not

« crufhed, utterly contcmns yous; in

« every light, contemns you. Blaft not

‘e« my fight by your preferce mock
« not the woes you have heaped upon

¢« my defencelefs head. Pidlefs man,
« death will, erc long, frec me from
Wearied with cae
« lamity, my ftrength fpent in fruilefs
« ftruggles, I have no reverfe to hope
« for, no favours to atk, and, from
* you, will receive nont. ] yicld o

« my
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“ my deficy; I am content to die.
 Whether through the palace or the
* dungeon lies the paffage to the cham-
“ bers of death it imports not. Gol
“ leave me to my fatel Indulge not
“ yourfelf in beholding the ruin you
“ have made. Suffer me (it is all I

“ alk!) but to die decently and a-
“ lone.”

As 1 ceafed to fpeak, I covered my
face with my handkerchief, reclining
my head on my hands in mournful and
determined filence. Perceiving  expof-
tulation and entreaty alike fruitlefs, he
at length rofe, imploring me to allow
reflection to mitigate the paffionate fenfe
of my wrongs, and induce me to ac-
cept their honourable . recompenfe. In
the mean time, he prefled me to per~

mit
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mit him to become my banker. Early
in the enfuing morning, he affured me,
it was his intention to fet out for Lon~
don, (fince he found, at prefent, he
mult not hope to foften me in his fa~
vour,) whence he fhould immediately
depast w© fulfil an engagement with a
friend, whom he had promifed to sc-
company in a tour to the weftern if-
lands. He fhould probably be abfent
fome months: on his return, he trufted
to find that time had produced on the
afperity of my prefent feelings its heal-
ing cfle@s. He again, on retiring, urged
me to accept a bank-bill, which I obfti-
nately perfifted to refufe.

The next day, with a kind of fullen
delperation, I prepared for my depar-
‘ture from the farm, where I had flac-

tered



208 THE VICTIM

tered mylfelf with {pending in peace the
renaainder of a difaftrous life. I had no
deteimined plan; I feemed about to
commit myfelf, without purpofe or re-
fle&tion, to my remoriclefs deftiny. The
young woman who had occafionally af-
fited me in my houfehold cares flill
remained with me, affetionately min-
gling her tears with mine. As fhe was
bufied in making the little preparations
for my journcy, fhe fuddenly uttered an
exclamation of joy, and, running towards
me, put into my hand a fifty-pound
bank-note, which Sir Peter had, as I
conjeCtured, on the preceding evening,
flipped into a fmall port-folio, in which
I had been accuftomed to preferve my
drawings. Iimmediatcly formed my re-
folution; but, unwilling to damp the rap-
ture of the artlefs girl on this difcovery,

though
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though my furprife was manifeft, I coa-
cealed from her my fufpicion and my
defign, (fatal tendernef!) and, after de-
pofiting the note carefully in my pocket-
book, and making, from my fcanty
wardrobe, fome lictle prefents to my
kind friend, fet forward on my forlon
cxpedition.

1 proceeded flowly to the next mar~
ket-town, about feven miles diftance
from the village, in a fate of anxiety
and ifrefolution; where, procuring &
homely lodging, I determined to remain
for the night. Having enclofcd- the note
in a blank paper, and addrefied it to Sir
Peter’s houfc in town, I delivered it to
the mail, a fentiment of mingled he-
roifn and defpair ftill fuftsining me.. In
the morning I purfued my way, un-

knowing
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knowing and almoft regardlefs whither 1
went, intent only on efcaping the cry of
infamy, that,

¢ Gathering in the wind,
¢ Still fhew’d my inftadt foes behind.””

1 had fearcely got out of the town
when the found of a horfe’s feet induced
me to turn. ‘The rider called loudly to
me to ftop, and, haftening towards me,
informed me that he had a writ againft
me, which I muft immediately difcharge,
or return with him, and take up my
lodging in the county-gaol. Gafping
with terror, it was fome minutes. before
I could fully comprehend the nature of
this arreft. In the late confufion and
diftrefs of my thoughts, I had wholly
forgotten the debt which I had con-

tratted
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tralted during the ilinefs of my friend.
My creditor, on the rumour of my ha-
ving departed from the viilage, enriched,
as reported by my fimple indifcrect
friend, by the bounty of fome unknown
benefattor, whofc name he was at no
lofs to conjecture, conceived this a pro-
per time to procure the repayment of
the fum duc to him. My fteps were
eafily traced; and, on profefling my ut-
ter inability to difcharge the debt, I was
hurried back, and thrown into the coun-
ty-gaol, overwhelmed with obloquy and
difgrace. In vain I endecavoured to juf-
tify myfelf; my chara&ter blafted, no
one believed the tale I told; every ear
was fhut, every heart was hardened, a-
gaintt me. It was fufpeCted that I had
cither unaccountably difpofed of, or had
fecreted, the note, relying for my deli-
verance
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verance on my tears and my elo-
quence. — My incenfed creditor fre-
folved to revenge himfelf for my for-
mer difdain, and, at leaft, to detain
me in confinement till the return of
the ’fquire, who, from the paft tranfe
altions, he doubted not would cheer~
fully liberate me.

Four months of uninterrupted foli-
tude have fince clapfed; the winter has
far advanced; the damp and unwhole-
fome air of my apartment has com-
municated rheumatic pains to my limbss
the vigour of my frame begins to yicld
to the depredations of grief, the inac-
tivity of niy fituation, and the mephi-
tic vapour that furrounds me, Indulged
with pen and paper, I have fought to
beguile my woes by tracing their ori-

gin
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gin and their progrefs. I anticipate,
with magnanimity, their termination:
my fpirit, which I have fearched and
probed, acquits me of intentional error.
Involved, as by a fatal mechanifm, in
the infamy of my wretched mother,
thrown into fimilar circumftances, and
looking to a cataftrophe little lefs fear-
ful, I have fill the confolation of re«
membering that I fuffered not defpair to
plunge my foul in crime, that I braved
the thocks of fortune, cluded the fnares
of vice, and ftruggled in the trammels
of prejudice with dauntlefs intrepidity.
But it avails me not! 1 fink bencath
a torrent, whofe reliftlefs waves over-
whelm alike in a common ruin the guil-
lefs and the guilty.



214 THE VICTIM

A deadly torpor fteals over my facul-
ties; principles loofen in my clouded
mind; my heart; formed for tender fym-
fathies, for focial affe@ions, withers in
Joyles, hopelefs folitude; my beauty
fades as the yellow leaf in autumn; my
confidence in humanity totters to its
bale; virtue appears to me an empty
name; the current of life creeps flowly,
wafted - by inanity and clogged by dif~
cafe. Why fhould I drain the embit-
tered cup, — why exhautt life’s wretched
dregs, — why fhiver, like a daftard, on
the brink of diffolution, — when enjoy-
ment, altivity, ufefulnefs, hope, are lofp
Jor ever? —— Defpair nerves my hand 5
defpair juftifies the deed. O God of
wuth! (if priefts belie thee not;) O
God of truth and love! e———— I can no

more ;
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more; my quivering fingers drop the
pen! Pofterity, receive my lalt

appeall

e &6 & & & & o &
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CONCLUSION.

TWO tedious years have worn away,
fince, urged by defpair, I defperately
determined to cut fhort with life its ca-
lamities ; yet I drag on a joylefs cxiG
tence, and, while life ebbs daily, ap-
proach, by lingering fteps, the tomb.
Welcome, thrice welcome, quiet afy-
lum! whither my withes hourly tend;
where paffion no longer racks the heart;
where darknefs fhrouds, where flander
and perfecution paufe .and leave their
vi@im; where difappointment and for-
row never enter!

In the hour of agony, when, wea-
ried by accumulated griefs, reafon faul-
tered
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tered and nature yiclded, my purpofe
was on a fudden fufpended by the mur-
mur of voices and the found of foot-
fieps, that appeared to approach the
chamber in which 1 was confined, the
door of which, in a few moments, pre-
cipitately flew open. Confufed and be-
wildered, 1 feemed to have no diftin&
perception, till a piercing fhrick recalled
my faculties, when I found myfelf feldedin
the arms of Mrs. Neville, the tender friend
of my youth. Her hufband, by whom
fhe was accompanied, at the fame time
advancing towards me, took my hand,
while, preffing it cordially, he addrefied
me in accents of commiferation, and
fought to roule my benumbed powers.
I neither fpoke nor wept, but cond-
nued to gaze in filence, alternately, on
the features of my friends, on the gaol-

Vou. IL. L e,
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er, who condu&ed them, and on the
inftrument of deftru@ion, which had

fallen from my nervelefs hand.

¢ Deareft Mary,” repecated Mr. Ne-
ville, in a tone of mingled pity and
horror, while the tear gliftened on his
manly cheek,  you are fice! your fuf-
¢ ferings are at an end!”

1 fmiled increduloufly, and fhook
my head. He went on: — ¢ Speak
¢ to the friends who love you! in the
¢ hour of whofe diftrefs you interpofed
¢¢ like a minittering angel! who come to
¢ liberate you, to repay into your bo-
¢ fom a hundred-fold your generous
¢ kindnefs! Suffer not an ingenuous
¢ fhame to overwhelm you. Who is

“« free ftom error? Habital depravity
¢« can
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« can never fink a foul like your's.
¢ Come, and fhare with us our prof-
s perity ; we will fhelter you from a
« crucl, undiftinguithing world: we will

« {mooth, will afiift, your return to vir-

« tue.”

Mrs. Neville, as her hufband ceafed
fpeaking, cmbraced me again and a-
gain; prefled to her bofom my icy
hands, my languid frame; and, by the
mute cloquence of tender endearment,
at length melted my ftubborn fpirit. 1
diffolved into a flood of tears, that
feemed to quench my burning brain, and
fuffered myfelf to be led, or rather borne,
by my friends, to a chaife that waited to
convey us from the prifon, my emotions
ftill fwelling too high for utrerance.

La Many
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Many wecks I was confined to a
chamber of ficknefs, and it was by flow
degrees that 1 was enabled to difclofe
the tale of my woes. 1 experienced
from my benevolent hofts every kind
attention, cvery tender fympathy; but
the tone of my mind was deftroyed,
and the fprings of life were fapped.
It feemed as if a premature old age had
~withered my bloom and blafted the vi-
gour of my youth: no longer robuft,
fanguine, altive, broken fpirits and a
fhattered conftitudon funk me to the
weaknefs of infancy, imaginary terrors
haunted my mind, and a. complication
of namelefs deprefling pangs racked my
frame.

My
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My friends informed me, that, on their
arrival in England, they had learned,
from a perfon whom my deceafed guar-
dian had been accuftomed to employ
as an agent in his pecuniary concerns,
to whom they were indebred for the
five Lundred pounds which had enabled
them to accept an appointment, from
which they had acquired a competence
fufficiently liberal to induce them to re«
turn to’ their native land. Some litde
time previous to his death, Mr. Ray-
mond had communicated to this man
the particulars of his bencfaltion to his
friends in the crifis of their diftrefs,
charging bim never to reveal this cir-
cumitance, unlefs the profperity and re-
turn of Mr. Neville, or any difafter

that might befal me, fhould render the
L3 concealment
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concealment altogether unjuftifiable : the
rumour of my difgrace and misfortunes

had reached this perfon, who, acciden-
tally hcaring, within a fhort period, of
the arrival of Mr. Neville with his fa-
mily, conceived this a proper sime to
fulfil the commiffion entrufted to him,
and accordingly waited on my friends
for that purpofe. Jnftantly haﬁcning to
my rclief, they omitted nothing that
might ferve to convince me of their
. grateful affetion.

Mr. Neville alfo hinted, that he had
fome reafon to fufpe@® he had been In-
deoted to the intereft of Sir Peter Of-
borne for his zppointment abroad. That
gentleman, he conje@ured, being aware
of the declining health of my guardian,
had taken this ftep with a view of

forwarding
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forwarding his defigns upen my inno-
cence, by depriving me of protetion of

refource.

For twelve months, I fluttuated be-
tween life and death; difappcintment,
confinement, unwholefome air, mental
anguifh, had combined to exhauft and
ravagc my frame: a burthen to my-
felf, and an affliGtion to my friends, the
body furvived, but che fpirit was fied s
I feemed to endure a living death,
when affection and humanity once more
roufed me to a temporary, a laft exer-

tion.

In a chill, humid autuinn, Mr. Ne-
ville contratted, from repeated colds
which he had negle@ed, a.threatcniog

diforder, which, in a few wecks, ters
L s minated
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minated fatally. During his illnefs, his
wife never quitted him for 2 moment :
a preternatural flrength and courage ap-
peared to fultain her, tll, at the in-
ftant when he breathed in her arms
his laft figh, fhe funk upon his lifelefs
remains in a fwoon, which, on her re-
vival, was fuccceded by a ftupor, that,
after fome days, gave place to infa-
nity. Her piercing fhricks, her pathe-
tic appeals, her heart-rending exclama-
tions, her wild anguifb, the defpair
painted in her eyes, her frantic exer-
tions, are ever prefent to my remems-
brance. Regardlefs of my own increa-
fing weaknefs, I watched her inceffantly,
prefented to her her children, and fought
in vain to calm the agonies of her fpi-
rit. Her feeble frame yiclded to the
uncqual conflit; fhe furvived her huf-

band
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band but a fhort period. Some hours
previous to her diffolution, an interval
of fanity occurred, in which, calling
me to her pillow and grafping my hand,
fhe gave brief dirc&ions for the con-
fignment of her children, whom fhe
enfolded in a laft maternal embrace, to
the care of a rclation, appointed, by Mr.
Neville, as the exccutor of his worldly
affairs.

« You, my beloved Mary,” conti-
nued fhe, ¢ will not long furvive your
« friends: over your ftronger mind,
« jnjuftice has triumphed, and configned
« you to an carly grave; while I fink
« g feeble victim to an excefive, and
« therefore blameable, tendernefs. My
« hufband was worthy of my affec-
« tion; but I adored him with a fond-

({4 ncﬁ
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nefs too lavith, an idolatrous devo-
tion, in which every other duty has
been at length abforbed. This en-
thufiafm clouded even' my brighteft
moments with fadnefs: my confidence
in my beloved Nevill, who never
for 2 moment wounded my heart
by intentional unkindnefs, knew no
beunds; yet it was not poffible that
his firmer mind fhould be able to
conceive the excefs of my fenfibi-
lity; the keen pangs, the torturing
folicitude, which a momentary ab-
fence, the flighteft circumftance, the
moft cafual word, or inadvertent gef-
ture, would, at times, infli® on my
foul. Every accident, even the vi-
ciffitudes of the feafons, alarmed me,
let they fhould impair the health
of him on whofe weclfare my very

« being
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¢ being feemed fufpended. If a tran-
¢ fient palencfs faded his cheek, my
¢ bofom throbbed with apprehenfion;
¢ if thought or care clouded his brow,
¢ a thoufand inquictudes racked my
¢« heart. Even the blefling of his af-
« fection 1 held with a perpetual and
« fearful diftrut, lcft, by demerit or
« by any unguarded conduc, I fhould
« unwiningly forfeitit.  Yet thefe weak-
¢ nefles, alike foftered and lamented,
« which I had not the ftrength to fub-
¢ due, I carefully fought to hide in
¢« the bottom of my heart; and, while
«¢ that heart repined in fecret, fubje&t-
“ ed my condu® to the fevereft dif-
¢« cipline. Love, that created thefe ex-
¢« quifite reficements, affifed me to fti-
¢« fle them, lelt they fhoulkd wound the
« peace of him for whom alone I

s brcathcd,—#
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breathed, — to promote whofe hap-
pinc’s feemed to be the only end

of my exiftence. I fought in his

eyes to read and to pfcvcnt his
withes; 1 modelled to his my teme
per, my | charalter, my words, my
actions, even the expreffion of my
feclings. I had no individual exif-
tence; my very being was abforbed
in that of my lLutband. Al the
worth, all the talenr, all the pow-
ers of my mind, were the produ&
of my affection, that, founded upon
a convition of worth, was nurtured
in folitude and cemented by time
and habit. I was the flave, and am
at length become the vidtim, of my
tendernefs. Love was the vical fpark
that animated my fiame, that fuf-
tained my being; it is extinguithed,

¢ and
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““ and I follow to the tomb its objed.
¢ Farewel, my friend! Amidft thy own
“ unmerited fufferings paufe a moment,
¢ and embalm with onc tender tear
¢« the grave of thy friend! Let my
« duft mingle with that of my beloved
« hufbangl ; and may cur fpirits unite in

« purer regions!”

As my friend pronounced thefe laft
words, a tranfient fire beamed in her
eyes, ‘while a faint fiufh overfpread her
wan check. Itinftandy faded, and ——

Joe fpoke no more!

Tender and gende fpirit! unfitted for
this rude world, deprived of its fup-
port, thy fragile form yiclded to the
firlt rough blaft of difappointment! I
have performed thy dying requeft; 1

have
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have delivered thy clikiren to the pro-
te@ion of their telation ; I have interred
thy remains in the fame grave with
thofe of thy hufband; I have watered
with my tears the twrf which covers
themt

Accelerated by thefe painful duties,
the diforder which has gradually wafted
my flrength and fapped the powers
of life gains hourly ground. My days
curtailed in their prime, I perccive,
without terror or regrer, while the cur-
rent of my blood freczes, the approach
of diffolution.

Almighty Nature, myfterious are thy
decrees! — The vigorous promife of my
youth has failed. The viim of a bar-
barous prejudice, fociety has caft me

out
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out from its bofom. The fenfibilities
of my heart have been turned to bit-
ternefs, the powers of my mind wafted,
my proje&s rendered abortive, my vir-
tues and my fufferings alie unrewarded.
I bave kved in vain! unlefs the ftory of
my forrows fhould kindle in the heart of
man, in behalf of my opprefled fex, the
facred claims of -humanity and juftice.

TFrom the fate of my wreeched mather,
(in which, alas! my own has been in-

i/olvcd,) lec him learn, that, while the
flave of fenfuality, inconfiftent as affu-
ming, he pours, by Lis conduf?, con-
tempt upon chaftity, in vain will he im-
pofe on woman barbarous penaltics, or
feck to multiply reftriGtions; his feduc-
tions and example, yet more powerful,
will defeat his precepts, of which bypo-
erify, not virtue, is the genuine fruit.

Ignorance
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Ignorance and defpotifm, combating frail-
ty with cruelty, may go on to propefe
partial reform in one invariable, melan-
choly round; reafon derides the weak
effort; while the fabric of fuperftition
and crime, extending its broad bafe,
mocks the toil of the vifionary projec-
tor.

THE END,






