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DEPOSITIONS. 

The Depofition of 
Edward Coflen. 

T)ward Coften of Godal‘- 
ming in tne County of 
Surrey, Fr arn e wo i k- K ii i 

rer, makecli Oath, Tiiat about 
one Montli ago JoIJmci Eoft of, 

A i Co- 



( 4 ) 
I 

Godaiming aforefaid, Clotnwor-j 
ker, came to this Deponent, 
and asked him, this Deponent,| 
if he could fell him any Rab-* 
bits; and . that this Deponent 
fold him two Rabbits of about 
a Month old at twice, to vvit,( 
one Day next after another, for 
which this Deponent had of 
him Three Pence each. And! 
this Deponent further faith, That] 
at the time the faid Joihua Toft \ 
came for the laft Rabbit that 
he had of this Deponent, he 
asked this Deponent if he hadj 
any more; and this Deponent! 
replied, he had one dead, and| 
that it died in the Night: andj, 

■that then the faid Toft asked) 
where it was, to which this De4 

■ ponent faid, he had thrown it 
away :i 



( 5? ) 
awa]': to which the faid ‘Toft 
replied, if you had not thrown 
it away, it would have done as 
well tor me as a live one. 

Edward Coften. 

, ' f .. 

jTwr’ apud GuUeford in Cont Surr* 
term die Decembris Anno Doni 

COY am 

Onflow. 

The 



(6) 

The Depofidon of 

Richard Stedman. 

Richard Stedman of Godai¬ 
ming in the County of 

Surrey^ Weaver, maketh Oath, 
That Jofhua T'oft of Godalming 
aforelaid, Cloathworker came to 
this Deponent’s Houfe, and en¬ 
quired for Rabbits; to which 
this Deponent’s Son faid he had 
fome, but he thoucrht them too 

"" fmall; 



( 7 ) 
fmall ; to which the faid 'Toft 
replied, fmall or what they 
wou’d he mull have them; 
and that this Deponent’s Son 
went and fetched two young 
Rabbits of about five Weeks 
old, and he the faid Toft 
bought one of them at that 
time, being Saturday,, this 
Day Fortnight; and on t\-\e Mon¬ 
day then next following, he 
came and bought the other, and 
that he killed them each as foon 
as he bought them in the Pre¬ 
fence of this Deponent j and at 
taking away the firft, he the faid 
Toft laid, you need not let any 
body know it, for I don’t know 
but I may have occafion for the 
other ; and accordingly had 
the other for Twc-Pence, be- 

caufe 
/ 



(8) 
caiife ic was very poor and 
frnalii and this Deponent faith 
that one of the laid Rabbits 
was black, and the other grey. 

I 

Richard Stedman. 

apri'l ^>^!deford in Com Stirr^ 
term du u^umhrh Anno Don! 
1726. coram ■ 

Onflow. 

The 



. # 

The Affilrmarion of 
■* - 

John Svjeetapple. 

T 0 iJiST Sweetapfle of CodaU 
k.1 min£ ill the County of 
Surrey^ Currier, being one of the 
J’eople commonly call’d ^na-. 
lers, folemnly affirmeth, Tnac 
Jo^ma Toft of Codabnlng afore- 

B faid, 



( 10 ) 
faid, Clothworker, came to this 
Affirmant on the feventh or 
eighth Day of OBober laft, and 
a>sked/tb buy Rabbits; afidtthat 
this, ■’Affirmant; then, fold' him 
a bkck Rabbffi above hall 
grown-.: And; that- the faid 
came again to this Affirmant 
after his Wife was gone to 
Guildford^ and asked this Affir¬ 
mant if he had any Rabbits j 
to which he faid he had, but 
they were ffiiall: to which the 
faid ^oft faid, he muft have 
them, be what Size they would. 
And this Affirmant then fold 
him two Rabbits, one black 
and one grey; and this Affir¬ 
mant took out the Entrails oi 
them before T'oft took then: 
away. And this Affirmant fur- 

thei 



{I‘I) 

i6r faith, That the faid Toft 
old this Affirmant, that he was 
len fgoing to Guiidford \yith 

T)ns Affirmatton ivas taken at 
Guildford in the County of 
Surrey the third day of De- 

. .cember, Anno Dorn iyi6. 
h^Qxe 

Onflow. 

\ 

I 3 z 

I 



( -12. ) 

ART Peytoe, the Wife 
of John Peytoe of Go- 

j in the County of Sur¬ 
rey, Husbandman, maketh Oath, 
That jojlma Poft of Godaiming 
afore (aid, worker, came to 

^ ■ this 

dalmin 



(.'3 ) 
this Deponent to buy Rabbits 
about five Weeks ago, and that 
this Deponent then fold him 
one or two of about fix or feven 
Weeks old. And that at fe- 
veral times in about ten Days 
then next, this Deponent fold 
the faid Toft feven or eight 
Rabbits more of about fix or 
feven Weeks old 5 and in parti¬ 
cular, this Deponent fold him 
two of the Rabbits, which he kil¬ 
led and paunched in this Depo¬ 
nent’s Prefence, and faid he 
muft carry them to Guildford : 
Which faid two Rabbits this De¬ 
ponent fo fold him the fame 
Day that the Wife of the faid 
Jofhua Tft went to refide at 
Guildford. And this Deponent 
faith, That Ihe gave him one 

Rab- 



( 14 ) 
\ 

Ratibit of % fdndy XDdl^wr for 
his Wife. 

The-Mark, of 

aptid^ht^Jcrd hi Co^n* ‘ 

Surr' tertio die Decembrii 
i'jS6, 'ctram 

©nflow. 

The 



Xhe rtegofition of 

Mrs. Mafoff. 

» ' 
L Mr S. 2\dafon-rmketh Oath, 

That whilft Mc^rj Toft 
lodg’d at her Houfe, which was 
about three Weeks, that there 
was no Rabbits drefs’d at her 
Houle, or carry’d to Adary Toft 
to eat; and that flie heard the 
faid Mary Toft fay, that fhe 
could not eat a Bit of a Rab¬ 

bit 



( ) 
bit, was fhe to have a Thouiand 
Pounds for fo doing. The De¬ 
ponent further faith, That Mary 
*Toft's Husband had frequent 
Conference with his Sifter, who 
attended his Wife. 

The Mark of 
■ Mrs. Biz.. X oMaJon. 

■ % 

yvy apiid Clan don in Com' 
Siirr' quarto die ^Decembris 
'Anno ^ora' coram 

- Onflow. ■ 

The 



( 17 ) 

The Depofition of 
Mary Coften. 

Mart Cojlen of Codal- 
mtng in the County of 

Surresy Widow, maketh Oath, 
That about a Month ago fhe 
was hired to Mary T'ofty the 
Wife of Jojhm T^oft of Godai- 
m'mg aforefaid, Cloathworker, 
as a Nurfe, and that fhe tended 

G her 



( iS ) 

her as fuch till the time the faid 
Mory Toft went from Guild¬ 
ford to London-, and that the 
Husband of the faid ]^ary Toft 
came often to (ee his Wife, and 
that he v/as often with his own 
Sifter : And this Deponent fur¬ 
ther faith, That to the beft of 
her knowledge ftie never faw a>ny 
Rabbits brou2:ht to her the faid 
Mary Toft to eat whiift flie was 
at Guildford, nor any drefs’d in 
the Houfe, and verily believes 
there was not any drefs’d for oc 
eat by her the laid Mary Toft 
during that Time : And further 
faith, That Ihe, this Deponent 
herfelfy faw the faid Mary Toft 
delivered of Seven Rabbits of 
different Colours whiift flie was 
at Guildford, all which, came 

from 



( 19 ) 
from her in feveral pieces, and 
not whole ; And chat this De¬ 
ponent heard that a black one 
came from her at Godalmmg. 
And this Deponent further /aim, 
That as often as the faid Huf- 
band came to Guildford^ this 
Deponent never faw him de- 
je(5led, or any ways concerned 
for his Wife’s Misfortune ; And 
alfo faith, That during her at- 
tending the faid Mary Tft, flie 
never heard her or her Husband 
defire that any Minifter might 
be fenr for to pray by her : 
And this Deponent further faith, 
That fhe does not know that the 
laid Mary Toft was reftrained 
from any Diet at any time whilft 
Ihe tended her; And that the 
faid Mary Toft generally fed on 

C 2, falc 



( 2.0 ) 
fait .Beef, and drank fometimes 
ftrong Beer, and fometimes 
fmall, and fometimes Wine ; 
And this Deponent alfo faith, 
That during ail the (aid time Ihe 
never heard Mr. John Howard 
prefcribe any particular Diet for 
her the faid Mary To;t; but 
hath heard the faid Mr. Howard 
tell the People that came to iee 
her tlie faid apiary ’Toft, that 
he did not debar lier of eating 
any thing. And this Deponent 
further faith. That about nine 
a-clock this Morning Mr. How¬ 
ard's Apprentice, one z^Iel- 
lerjh, came to the Gate of cTHun- 
(icd Farm in the Pariih of Go- 
dalming, and enquired for this 
Deponent, and there told her 
diat he had heard from his Ma- 



( 2.1 ) 
fter and her Dame, and diat die 
Rabbit was alive Yefterday, and 
that he had heard my Lord On- 
Jloiv was to lend for her, and 
he would have her Hand by the 
Truth. To which this Deponent 
laid, Ihe would, if the King was 
to fend for her, and that die 
would not do an ill thing for a 
Lap-full of Guineas. 

The Mark of 
Q^ary X Coftsn, 

apud Clandon in Corvi Suyy* 

quarto die Deceinbrls Anno Dorn 
mam 

Onflow. 

And 



(11) 
And this Deponent further 

faith, That to the beft of her 
remembrance, flie never faw the 
faid T^oft deliver’d of 
any Guts belonging to the (even 
Rabbits Ihe law her deliver’d of 

• as above* 
The Mark of 

F I N I S. 



Si7/c^ the takhg of thefe T>epofutons 
Sr. i^ndre has thought fit to 

puhliJJo the foHowmg Jdvertifement 
in the Daily Journal of Dec. 9. 1726. 

HAving contributed, in fome mcafure, to 
the Belief of an Impoftor, in a Narra¬ 

tive lately publiihed by itie, of an extraordi¬ 
nary Delivery of Rabbits, peffcrraed by Mr. 
Hcward, Surgeon, of Guildford • and having 
been (ince infirumental in difcovering the 
fame ; fo that I am now thoroughly convincM 
it is a moft abominable.Fraud ; I think my- 
felf obliged, in flrid: regard‘to Truth, to ac¬ 
quaint the Publick thereof j ard that I intend, 
in a fliort time, to pubhfh a full Account of 
the Difcovery, with feme Conhderations on 
the extraordinary Circumflances of this Cafe, 
which milled me in my Apprehenfions there¬ 
of; and which as I hope they will, in feme 
meafure, excufe the Miftakes made by my- 
feli, and others, who have vihted tlic Woman 
concerned therein, will alfo be acceptable to 
the World, in feparating the Innocent from 
thofe who have been guilty Adlors of this 
Fraud. 

December 2. 1^26, 

St. ANDRE, 
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