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INTERIATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

TiiE UNITED SPATES OF AMERICA, at gl

VS -

ARAKL, Szdao, et el

Sworn Deposition('frensl ation)

Deponent: SARAKIBARA, Kazue

Heving first duly sworn an oath as on atteched sheet and in accor-

[ dance with the procedure.followed in my country I hereby depose as Iclicw..

| follows.

1I

2

T was formerly Colonel of the Army end em now Chief of the Personnel
Section, First Demobilizsticn Fureau.,

I was nominated to the :t;ff-officer of the Exvpeditionary Eorce to
Shanchai when it wes organized in August of 1937 (12th yeer of
Showe ) and waes ordered tc take cherze of logistics of the Force.
landing at Woosunc on the 2514 of August, I transacted supply of
ammunition in the first stege, bvt when our arny entered into
Nenking I was concerneud with transport busines§. and returned to

Japan, receiving the order on the 23rd of January of the following

year.

3. I am well acouainted with the plan of operation held by General
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Matsui es I hed elways received his orders directly and been con-
gulted by him in the ﬁqg since the Expeditionary Force to Shengheai
was orgsnized., X

As the Expeditionery Force was organized suddenly with no pre-
parations and plgn, it wés decided that without waiting for com-
pletion of organization'of the whole force the units which hed
completed mobilization should be sent one after enother to the
front to e in time for rescuing the Naval landing party which
had been fighting under greet difficulty in Shanghai Aree.

This detachment coﬁaisted of four battelions of infantry end 170
batteries of artillery totalling 5000 of men of the 3rd division
end four battalions of infantry and two batteries of artillery
5000 of men of the 11th division, and eight peices of gun, but
owing to shortege of preparstive ammunition, they could carry

only 400 rounds per gun totalling 3200 rounds.

The strenzth beinz so small as has been described ebove we fought
the bettle ageinst heavy odds, though we were gradually reinforced
later, so General Metsui's landing delayed about two weeks.

Moreover, owin~ to the spreed of epidemics, such &s Cholere,

Dysentery, etc., we changed the whole Paoshanchen into & quarantine-

hospitel to receive patients there.
Thouzh these epidemics were precluded in October, our fighting
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pover showed some times a marked fall in conseaquence.

Moreover, the bettle had been fought under great difficulty from
went of emmunitions and provisions. I think those difficulties
above stated were caused aboolutely by the want of xreparation for
the military operations in this district and by the consequence

of the graduel use of forces aeccording to the nrinciple of not
expending the case.

The Trxpeditionary Force tb Shanghai too, had sometimes requisitioned
munitions in the occupied aree according to the formelities esi:*
teblished in the Field Service Rezulations.

Requisition is always executed by the cerrying money chest, the
plan being mapped out by the account-officer in the bettalion, end
the smeller unit then & battslion or each individusl is strictly

prohibited 1o do it without permission. It is a matter of course

to pay a compensation when the requisition is executed.

Wle woere embarrassad in executing the requisition in occupied ereas
between Shenghail and Nenking where neither inhabitants nor administ-
rative authorities to negotiate with had not remained.

In such cases we hed ineviteblly to use tge commodities to be re-

quisitioned without personel consent of the possessors, snd we used

to put up a poster on which the kind and gmount of the goods re-

quisitioned were descIibed, so thet the possessors might be informed
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of the fect and come to the heedquerters 1O receive their com=

pensation.

I actuelly witnessed such DProcess being. teken for the rice warec-

nouscs et Wuhsi.

C administrative suthorities remegined

8., Vhen ever the otmers or th
with them to ask their consent

in the occupied eree, Ve negotieted

moothly sfter paying equiva~

and Sot the commodities requisitioned 8

lent to them.

teny times I acted in that menner, notably, I remember, the cese

in lending operation gt Hsupuchen. Where the village-heed remain-

ed to tele administrative responsitility. 1 negotieted with him

J end got supply of provisions and forage. A8 We paid reasonable

cornpensation for this aﬁd as we took measure to protect inhabitents
remained in thet place, the village-heed thanked us for the orderly

action of owr troops and gave us & cordisl reception.

there were cases 1ike that.

At Chenshu, to00,
by means of my autographed

g, Furthermore. T directed in many places,

' notice~boards, sofeguard of the inhebitants and prohibition of

lootins in many other pleces. I +ook all those measures above

stated in accordence with the intention of Generel Mptsui.
Tobody remeining to take administretive responsibility, personal
n was impossible in Nenking. Consequently it i Y

.
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10.

11.

conjectured that our troops executed requisition according to the
convenient measures steted above., As for requisition from the
refugee quarter in.the city, f have never heard about it.

Both troops of Chinese and Japanese practiged incendiarism in the
front as a tacticel method.

That which was practigsd by Chinese troops prior to their retreat
caused considerable damege in various places whieh hindered our
advance or the relief and pacification after occupetion.

There had been fires bBefore our oceupation of Nanking, but no
conflagration after the fall of the city. So fer as I know only
the small part of the city wes burnt, the greater part of it being
safe from fire. It is cleer, if we #lance the spot that the
neighbourhood of Tokyo as well as another central places remein

es it is beiore the battle.

I saw that the buildings of the Foreign Affeirs Depertment and the

Military and Navy Department were used as a hospital for the wound-~

ed and the sick Chinese.

However, the medicel eauipment wes insufficient eand the reception

of the patients seemed to be diffiecult. There cennot have been
any messacre there. On the contfary wve geve them rice and medical
supplies.

Do what we might, they never recovered, it .seems, and died, as mos?v

of them were in serious condition.
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W< scarcely captured wer prisoners before entry to Nenking, and

I was told that our troops captured approximately 4000 in tXe

vicinity of Nenking one half of whqm.were‘sent to Shenghai and

the rest detained in Nanking.

Though I saw several of them were employed for common labour, I
never maltreated them, dismissing them when their duties were
over.,

A cerfein Liu of Szehsien is an actusl cese whom I so dismissed.
The treatment of prisoners cén be ascerteined by heering him.
Decampment and theft vere frequently committed by war prisoners
end I suppose the later cfime was duly punished eccording to law

but the former crime, as I understood it, wes let alone without

punisiment.,

In official written orders, "nominated to esss” means that the

personnel nominated to is installed in the fixed position within
the full strength of officials. but "eppointed ... irregularly"

means that the personnel appointed has no fixed post without the

full strength of officiels and he is en official without portfodic.

In the curriculum vitae of Geners] Metsui "Appointed to attach to
the General Staff Office (dated 21 Dec. of 3rd year of Showa)"
means that he wes installeg in the General Staff Office as an -

official but hed no fixed post (He was then trevelling through

Zurope ).
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On this 20day of Fob., 1947

At Tokyo

Doponcnt: SAKAKIBIRA, Knzue (scol)

I, JODAI, Tnknxdshi.hcrcby certify thet the cbove strtcment wes

sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signaturc ond scol thercto in

the prcsconce of this witness.
On the samec daote

At the same plnce‘

Witncss: /S/ JODAL, Poknyoshi (senl)

OATH
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing ond edding nothing.

/3/ SUKLKIBARL, gnzue (seol)
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Translated by
Defense Ianguage Branch

Def. Doce #2237 Exh. No. ;%/ Ehe § i

FRR:aTH SHEET

The following correction should be made on the

nffidﬁ.?it- Of SJLI':J'J{.IBHI‘“; 1:82118:

rage 5. - paragraph 10, Line 9-10-11,
It is clear, if we glance the spot that the

neighbourhood.of Tokyo as well as anotrer central

places remain as it is befcore the pattle.

should read

It is clear, if we glance the spol that ths

neig,libourhood of Eﬁshibzé' (Conf}_l'cius_ Temple )

as well as onother central plaees remain as

it is before the battle. The Et' which was
burnt, was very small compared with that of Tokyc.
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The folloving correction should be mede on the
Affidavit of SAKAXTBARA, Kazue: 4

rvage 4,Percgreph 8, Line 6, E

"HSUPUCHEN" . k-

should reoad

"PATNAOITANG"
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