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Did the Prince indicate when the war might startf?
No.

How long before 1941 was it that the general had ceased to be on the insidel?
In 1935, when I was removed from my position as Inspector General of Military

Education,

You still had friends on the inside?
No one among the principa,ejen-rall remained to continue the struggle,

What were the objectives of the totalitui“ﬂthen?

The wf was under way.
v

With what objectivest? ‘

The establishment of the totalitaryyz;:tem {n Japan, and 8o long a8 1 remained
in office they could not appoint such officers to {mportant positions,

(Sackett) Why did they want to have total government ?

In order to prepare for a poesible waguig the Pacific. It was considered to
be necessary to establish a totalitariwe system, because without a totalitariwm

system, fighting strength could not be increased.

(Sackett) What was the objective in wanting to go to war then? Did’tnu v«mi nt
to gain territory or whatt

It seems to me that theMSbjective was partly internal y to equalize the wealth
of the people, because the people felt there was too much discrepancy in the
distribution of wealth, They hoped to rediltfji 51'.0 wealth and mequalize
wealth. They thought Japan could not keep + independence if this were

Do you not sympathize with thoese objgctiie.? AN~
I wae fundsmentally opposed to totaldtariem., My opposition to the totalitaripe

idea i8 & pereonal characteristic. The main cauvse was minvestigation of the
cauge of the German defeat in the last war. I wae sent in 1924, to Germany cu..A

fHL'tuff-‘ Telego investigate the causes of the German de=feat, WAII
{ncident gave me a profound impression, A friend of mine, & Colonel of the
German Army, followed me to the station wvhen I was leaving Weimar. He said
that one very important fact is that Japan must not follow the foot _steps
of Germany (of 1914). He saié that Germany wae strictly disciplined in time
of peace in arly da of svempbier war while the Allied FPowers seemed
loosely ed7Tin thé‘(&%’;'i’of war, But a8 the war situation became more
critical Germany be amgﬁ while the Allies became more strict. These
eimple wordes made a profound impression on me, I realized that dictatorship
can maintain strong diecipline and moralewhen things go well, but that when
things go wrong dictators must flatter th:’&&eg{}q. 0 he o_ther hand:"a democC-
racy) has—a-lfoundstton on the peoples will, T alked of thie to many well-
known politicians including Jetempenee, and all agreed with me, I said that
Tojo's politics were childish. H&TO 2 m (L)

Did the young officers movement have any influence on the 5Lneral3 ideas in
regard to totalitarism?
In the 1920's I obeerved that the young officers were profoundly imfluenced
by National Socialistic ideas and by Dr., Shumei Oknwa,and when I became head
of the Military Academy, I sstablished contact with the young officere and, ¢ Hoor.
fully realized that they were under the influence of such ideas and gome RaNe '
e vem #ek- had communistic ideas. I deeavored to rectify this trend, but before 1
: fully succeeded, I was transfered to command the &th Divieion., I was reading

articles written by Dr. Oknfa and(?i one time I wae nesrly induced to agree

to think that state socialiem e é*lonly way to sa gi.gapf.(n, But. I e s8till
reflected and I arrived at the coﬁblulion that thefﬁltaoﬁfpf Japan is diamet-

rically opposed to state socialism. » In some respecte both ideas, stste

. \ socialism and the totalitari#ﬁ‘ida&, may look to be the same, just as sea
"y watar-ﬂﬁrmean tide does not indicate whether the tide is flowing or ebbging.

-l.(t
v A §fere must not be a single unemployed person, “fhey must be saved),whetheér by
3 state sociglism or by Japanese principles, but the methods are diametrically

opposed. State sociallism &approves violence. State socigligts don't hesitate
to take by violence 5 ‘those who have and redistribut# my 1doa’ of the

N

Japanese principle is accordﬂh&rmony,‘ I believe this idea can Dbe
AA

i




tff RRALZL
///l Ugewdoiwfvfg

apt)liﬁ all over the world, not only intermally, but internatiomlty. After this
idea Miichinaga of the Kempeltai [ (John-Gedarmerte) warned me that 1 was too out-
rpoken and th‘%/\ o1 8ant o regarded pe as anti-reforme®. On the other hand, I wase
regarded by the elder statesmen as redical, and I wae caught between these two
extremee and I found myself in a very difficult position. '

Q. It seeme that some are interested in knowing why you were supported by the
young officers. :

AR

AR After the February 26 incident thay took a long time to investigate. It wae
said that since the young officers supportdme so ardently, it impoesible
that & did nothingAto win their support, As a matter of fact, I did not
do anything or say anything to win their support, I finally told the ques~
tioning officers\kbout what they have heard from me, or what they know of
what I have done) and I could not realize myself why 1 wwu ported by the

young officers, i can think of only three factors: ‘l\ fact that I

always told the truth and nothimg but the truth. This {8 _the t ching which (
I received from my grandfather and from my father. —MA | H‘K)p‘i“fncfpﬁs

of sducation. I realized that the ideas of the younger gzeneration and of theo
¢lder generalion /were very diiferent, and that if there is ten years age dif-
ference, the ideas of people be very different in the famlily and then
th@see ideassometimes 3 1o trouble, I think the older generation is more
to be blamed for such troubles, The younger generation of course must be
blamed some, but it is important to renerber that the younger generation
never haéi been 0ld, while the older generation ﬁl“ﬂbnce young

remember their younger days. _As Mr Yukichi FUKUZAWA, the founder of Kelo

University sald, "Mﬂfmt be loved before " We may be
loved by children, by givirng them candy St o
s | e (: b, ﬁ
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‘ ¢ » O
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It seemed to me that the greatest attraction for young people is the truth. It
is not a question of who {s right and who 1is wrong, but it is & question of who
{g telling the truth, which attractes younger people, more than anything else,
A'nd when young people came to see me and expressed their views, 1 npgver scolded
their viewe or used suthority,. or force,. Or compulsion in educating Younger
peopleg Just as we tell babies to come here when they begin to crauf or run, by
showing “hem toys OTr some thing attractive, I legd the young peopls by showing
them an idea progressively. on is not compulaioe, but induce-

ment and progress.

Another factor was that almost all of the ranking of ficers established cor-
rupt contactis with moneyped interestis and pvoliticians. I believe that 1 zﬁ, the

only general who could t¥ll the young officers not to meddle in politice,«so the
young officers perhaps thought that I was the only person who could, save Japan,
gince 1 ha no connection with corrupt political parties or financéers. 1 was
told that one young officer involved in the February 26 incident stated this view
to the Chief of Police of Kanagawa Prefecture.

Q. (Sackett) Put in your written story.éioneral, the facts as you have stated
them above., Tell what you did to counBel the young officers. State also

after the conversation with the Prince, what was the next time you talked
to anyone connected with the government?
(Conversation with H. Masaki) I will read my d!sTy,but I can't recall talking
to anyone else, I dién't know that war would break out on December 8. 1t
was & surprise to me, General Obata came rushing 10 Iy house and cried, "We
are defeated.”

(Seckett) Did General Obata or anyone else. tell you how the plans were

drawn for Pearl Harbor and Malayal

Nodd before the out break of war. There was a monthly meeting of ggqsﬂp e

on the retir‘KS'list at the War Ministry. the China incident,Kunichige,
~ Jerswg _used to ask the Army officers, "Why A you attack Singaporel"

Their reply was that before the oupﬂpreak of war they did not have enough

forces. The actual strategic plan mus?t have been known to & limited circle.

Q. Who was in that {nner circlet?

_ Technically only the Chief of the General Steff and the War Minister s are
the persons who know the whole strategic nlad\, but practically guch plans
are known to the Vice chtef of Staff, the Vice Minigter of War, and the
Director of the OperationsBureau in the General Staff Officg,.(SakuaenbuchB)~

That ie all War Department, what about the Navyl
The caese must be the same with the Navy.

(Sackett) Who, irn the Foreign Office at that time, would have known?
(Laughing) The Army never telle anything to the Foreign Minilt".:a/-
rals’

(Sackett) After the war started, did you hear at the retired @e

or elsewhere,, who made the decision that war should ® rt on & Decemberi
d anything in regard to the ouq_preak, but in the Japanese

eystem, no other person but the Chief of the General Staff of the Army,.and

of the Navy, the War Minister,_and the Navy Miniatew_mw

can make such decisions.

(Sackett) You mever heard any diecussion of the details of starting the
var, or of notifying the other. countriest?

A. I have never been told, evenHig%gk'the ouQ_Ereak of the war. 1 was uawilling
to ask. The Army was corrupt already. It ignot important to discuss, but
I cannot tell what I do not know. Particularly ase I respect and have & friendly
f{s%ing for the United States, because teacher wae an American, and when 1
hn.-n'—‘:‘ooOB in the United Stater, I »i&ov treated very cordially. I feel
now that what Japan could mot accomplish by herself,. Or by the EMperor,y, 18
being accomplished by the United States., 1 now have, therefore, mixed feelings

of pleasure and regret,

Q. (Sackett) You took no part im government after 19351




? niel t\j datres O{ Jevnd 7
In 1942, 43, 44, 45 you lived gutdely at home and had no @b 4t any timed

No, except Chairman of the Educational Association of Saga Prefecture.

A o CouvgelloT
It haes been were Military Cexewl to the Japanese Expeditionary
Forcee in China.
That is ridiculous.

Never,

{ QAN ¢ \‘
It has been séatbed alsg, that you were a member of the eeumee: of the Home

Defense lLeague.
I do- not know what that means,

If it means that you were im the volunteer fire fighting organization cf the
neighborhood for saving houses after bombings, you may have engaged in such

activities?
Yes. I am aware that I have made enemies because I have been too straight—

forward to suit them, but the fact that 1 was acquitted, shows that 1 houe hal_
never done anything wrong in my peresonal or official 1ife; otherwise, 1
would have been executed. I would have been dismiescsed at least. The acquit-

-
tal, therefore, proved my inmnnocense and I am alwaye ready to answer any
questione, At my trial following the February 26 incident I was called in
without having time for preparation, but I was acquitted.

Did you have a counsell?
(Laughing) No. (Continmuing) On December 27, 1936 when I was in prison the

prosecutory ordered my release. Tersuchi intercepted the ordere and by tele-
ohone ordered that I be kept in prison.

Is that the Terauchl who ie now at Saigoa’.or slsewhere in French Indo-Chinat
Yes,

He is one of the leaders in this inner group?
I don't think he is so capable of leading. I think he is a mere tool of the

Akirs Muto group, including Iwasa and the rest of the Tojo ?J'oup.

- e —;

(Sackett) %ou have the complete list of names of the inner groupihwm ;
: |

YBSI 4}

What about Yamashita? Was he in the inner group?

Formerly he used to collaborate clogely. He had the same ideas. He was not

& member of the ‘btalitarian Military §roup, but after he was appointed Chief
of Staff in North China under TerauchiS I- began to feel that he was evading

me. I have no conclusive evidence, but he seemed to have a changed attitude

toward me,

(Sackett) Did the Navy have an inner group too? How did they get togethert?
No group was formed {ntentionally, but it was known that the Navy had two
groups because of personal feelings, the fleet group and the land group.

(Sackett) How does Admiral Nagano fit into the picturel
It wal@ver clear’ which party he belonged to. g was always ambiguous,
da s e’ , , ¢ N ey
widi s deldrved tamere abrnnreats a »dé{- oy a L thad Ao
Yamamoto? :r aifdhtf Lo
He hated the Army and opposed the Army and naturally so, because 1 believe

the Army was wrong.

(Sackett) Why did he hate the Army? Was it because of a difference regarding

war plans?
I don't know about war plans, but he was against war with the United States,

but & group in the Army was driving Japan into war.

(Sackett) What was the attitude of the Chief of the General Staff toward
war in December 19417 Was he a nember of the inner group? I1f mot, why?

If so, how?
I don't think the Army Chief of Staff really intended to start the war, be-

cause after I was ousted, no generals, except those who were docile could
assume commanding positioms, so the Chief of Staff would be compelled to

start war.




Who. was the Chief of Staff in 1941 and why was he placed in officel

Sugyama. He was an excellent soldier when young. He was attaché in France,
Birector of the Military Affairs Bureau, Vice Minister of War and Commander
of the 12th Divigion before he was Chief of Staff.:sut when he became old

he loet his excellence. He seemed rather dull-witted and without firm princ-

{iples., He was swayed by others., That was one Treason why he was chosen and
why Japan started war,

Who wae responsible for choosing him? Tojo?
There is no conclusive svidence, but everything was being done which To jo

wished.

Tojo dominated? [(_L-*\‘)'\a_ .
Yes, d )

Wae there a special group inside the inner groupf?
Yee. (Naming them) Ikeda , Aklasje, Muto, Hashimoto. Akamatsu did mot have

much iafluence, but he was in the special group.

Did this special group have a special name?
NO ngnoe,

(Sackett) Where did the name Cherry Blossom Society/come from?H£Sakura-kéEjl
I do not know the actual reason, but the Cherry Blossom is frequently used as
an emblem of the Army and a symbol of the Warriér Claee. Members of the
Sakura-kai Seetsty are listed in a document submitted (by H. Masaki to Captain

Robinson USNR).

Wae it dissolved, and whent?
Posesibly after the October incident late in 1931,

Can you bring us documents comnected with these plots and other matters?

Some of the documents are dispersed, in the custody of friends and elsewhere,

and it will take time to bring them in, but I will do so.

W&'f}‘

(Diecussion of reason for thefabneral being detained from leaving Saga City.

American officers were Lieutenants Moss and Heram, CIC) -ho—t@enernl heve (v

o been treated with personal viol ence’? Hds ‘H«.Q_ . 4 v

I have heard rumors, but I fear no threats. “F f A
: , T

gy, o

Would you care to name the teachers to who you raferred? ; t‘-”‘"

My teachers were Mr., James K. Schierer and Mr. Charles M., Brafibury of Phila-
delphia. I have been wry sorry to learn that Mr. Schierer is dead. (H.
Masaki stated that he was one of the few neople whe understood the general.)
I wae & student under him in the Prefectural Middle School at Saga City.

Mr. Schierer came back to Japan after the Manchurianincident. He introduced

me to Ambassador Grew and we had lunch together, o
J ] 0—;&,-.‘(‘ V A~

{oJNs  AEERAISAL OF WITNESS
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The witness is 70 years of age,.bwé is vigorous and ;xFrt. He has a rudé*i
complexion, keenpeyes, small nose, silghqkreceding chin and\ forehead. He speaks
Japanese rapidly but clearly. He is of average height. At \the interview he was

dressed with wing collar, black coat, striped trouserg. and grey silk tie.

His manner is cordial and cooperative. His son, . is associated with the
Central Laision Office and with the Japanese Foreign Office. | An extensive CIC
report on thedeneral includee the statement that his sbn, has been kind
and cooperative in aseisting Americans and other foreignere in China and elee-
where during and before the war years. No statement made by the(&bneral or by
his son lga been found to be other than accurate and trustworthy. W
that the@encral was purged from the Army in 1936 by the Military Clique,.De-
cause he refused to assist themfa that they court-martialed him, but that he was
acquitted by the court, and that he has taken no part inmilitary or political

effairs since 1936. #( Ahkouvoll Mia leo
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