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(a) Unit Reporting VC-33 (b) Based on or at USS SARGENT BAY ‘{"% 33) (c) Report No. 78
o
(d) Take off: Date 8 April 1945 Time (LZT) 1616(I)  (Zone); Lat. 28 °<00'W Lonc_'_;.ﬂl"’?'9 -00%%
LCAP over TU52.1.2 then engaged in oupporﬁing |
(e) Mission _Operations ageingt Okinawa s (f) Time of Return 1910(X) (Zone)
Il OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
NUMBER '
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
TAKING | ENGAGING | ATTACKING CARRIED (PER_PLANE) i i
(a) (b) (cr (d) (e) (f) (g)
Flie2 | VC-03 -3 & 0 - Full ammo - )
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. e -
TYPE SQUADRON NUM'BER _ BASE ] _T‘(PE SQUADRON NUMBER . BASE
Mile2 |VC-87 | 2 Uss :2CUS ISLAND _ ) i
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
b
e | oo oo ol | tE2IRNS sones romrsiors camen, | CAMGULGE AN
1 | (M ®%or s | e
vill T i 1747 zoxe) P_Ef"fiﬁ-ﬁg' B ot obsarved s¢94, red diso
(1) | 28%.07" X
Zeke | 1 1 | 1747 @owe 128%9=82° £ ot obgerved St'd. red disec
b g o (ZONE) - B -

e ——

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of Yo
) Occur in Clouds?_—__

suicide dives on units of

)

1f so, Describe Clouds -

——BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

Fncounter (s
(YES OR NO)
Time of Day and Brilliance
. 7 T
(i) of Sun or Moon — Day, Bright but late sun - -tk Vst 15
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST ETC) (MILES)
_________Y_- ENEM_Y__A_lRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own / Alrcraft L_|sted in 11 leﬂﬂ___ R
Tt\?;E (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: - e wh (c) DA(!J&‘;\GE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C QQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
Ji P 2 7o-88 Lt{Jg) Fe.i. T RBBS , _T&ﬁ & X .50 cal. Engine,port wing root Destroyed
" SEKE | P2 | V089 | e R | None
e o T et =T o e " o 3 A b TR .
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Vi. LO$S OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in |l only).

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE C();;N A/C SQULI:SRON TYF’EC(f':\ljjl\s.l:E :OE.YSEEERQ%AJNQI{CCAUSE sﬁl?iﬁgli:ig:TiaﬁgsLeEu(iéELnirTw?{} (Give BEti(r-;aEtT ;rer%Fl nl_l?r}nst?erooRf 5?:?2:‘ dGeI-;étroyed}
1 Hone ' _
2
- N
4
5 i
6
. -
8
9 d
10 ] er
11
12
13
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO | SQUADROM NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
; Nons
V. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING A
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL t—— = NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
P2 | - - 3.9 240 180 | 2680 | K
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER |  MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over . §
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm 4 ) o
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm 4 -

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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X11. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness,
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
5 “ . Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
” " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

" DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Fffectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. when

filled out)
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following applicable items In check list at left. Use additional sheets'if necessary.)

This squadron want through the eatire Iwo campalign without having
any of its pilots sight sirborne enexy ai roraft. The pregeat roport

is ths Pirst report of asrial combat by pilots sttached to this sgquadron.

e 58.1.2 was engaged in fummishing siroraft support for the ine
vesion of Okinawa. On 3 April, the second dey after the landings on
thae igland of Okinewe, the Tagk Unit was operating #u the area S0P roX-
jmately 63 miles east of she goathera tip of Ukinswa. Teelve V' wereo
aaintained as LCAP over ths Task Unit and oz the late altermoon ridght
aizht of these VF were furnighed by 7C=-83. There were two Geplane
divisiona but only enc 18 {uvolved here. That divislon wes led by
14, BOOZER with Lt.(jg) .M. 78S as his wingsan, It.(jz FUELIR o5 his
seotion leader, and Engiga ¥. ROSSEN Clying wing on Lt.{3g) FULLEK.

1+ ebout 1732(1) (LZT) thers were many bozlies on the sereen and
L%, BOOZER's division was veatored out to a bogle Lemring 3609, 26
miles, saangels 12. The Fighter m ractor veotored the division right
aver the bogies and them gave them its position ag 7 o'clock downi.
Lt BOOZER flipped over gquiekly to the rist and saw two planes below
him at angels 7 and on & COUras of 170°. In {lipping over guddenly
he split his formation but PULLER joined up on him and ROZSEE joined
up on KREBES., As the four plames dived doun the bogles separated end took
a0 on geparateé COUraes sbout 90° apart. BOUZIR and CLLER gtarted
after the leader, which appeared %o be g ZEFE, end EUBEBS aund ROSSER

took the otheyr plane, whisa appesred Yo bo & TATE ov & Jilise

"ha ZEYE headed for the wator ia a 60° dive wikh DOGZER and FULLER
in pursuit. BOGAER spened ire at aboul 2000 feet altitude when sbout
§00 yerds from the IZETE, but only ome of his guns fired. The ZIZFE
leveled off about 100 feet above ths water ead headed mway from the
ships. DUOZER jettigoned his starboard droppable tank but a fow Seo-
onds later ram out of fuel oo wiag other wing tank and lost 3«10 segonds
in switching %o main. WLLER vassed BOUZER and » rod geveral short
bursts during the chase but wes nrobably out of range whon he did ©0.
The ZFEE turned north and slowly bat sbendily pulled sway umtil BOOZER
and FULLEE lost sight of him wnder o low overcast. They finally cave
up the chase about &0 miles {rom base. The ZEKI appeared to be dolng
250 « 270 kmotg. Thore was SOme thin smoke trailing from the 7LFE,
wut both BOOZER end FULLER think thig was from high PePele and full
rioh mixture rather than lrom hits.

In the meantime FIEDS and 2153EY were chasing the JILL whien alsgo
dived for the water. The Jlli tarned aud got under TRERS and ROSTER
who kept doing flipper turms ©o keep the JILL in sight. Before lovel-
fng off low over the waler the JILL turned and ¥EEES got in & good
burss, probebly hitting the anzine becsuse the JILL began smoking and

rear that never made over 140 imots. The JILL got about 60 feet over
the water snd LREDS and EOGSEN with two other Tie2's from VC-87 made
many {lat slide rums. There appoered to be many hits but mot in wvital

(Continued om mext page)
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X, MA?ER\Af DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).
Guns, Gunsights _ |
oW shile on patrol and shortly after take-off L. Re ©o BOOZER
Bombs, Torpedoes tost fired his guns. At that time his CTwo outboard gung anc nis
oy starboard inboard gun fired perfestly but he was unable to sharge
COMMUNICATIONS ~ or fire his port inboard sun. A8 8000 A8 m wag vectored ouv -iﬁ.i"%‘:@f"
Radio, Radar the bogey lt. BCOZER turmed on all zun switches but whom he {lired
Cz’;‘;]“‘qsgrf;{ges e few short burgts aiter meking contact only ene gun fired. Lt
Codes, Ciphers BOOZER is not certalnm which gun fired but he thinks it was the port
RECOGNITION - sutboard zun. Ag soom &s ae landed all guns and electricael wiring
IFF were carefully checked but sverytalng appeared to be in perlect
e msehanical condition. The Ship's Aviation Urdnance Cffiger has been
Procedures unable to account for the fallure of the three guns to fire.
PROTECTION
Aot g ne s The burming out of Lt.{Jjgz) FiEBSSs guns is accounted for by the
Protection : fact that the ammmition was belted with all hot rounds ( 1 tracer,
A P 1 incendiary and 1 armor plercing {ncendiary) and by ths {fact that
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT -

S A he wae firing coatinuonsly in long bursts in an effort to shoot the

Life Belts, Life Rafts J1LL down velore it g@ﬁ to the Tagzy Unit.
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

| ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxifiary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicina Equipment
jUlf
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY':

. —

e e — e

H., VERNOE BNEY, Lt. USHR, ACI Offfeer. B. V. GATES, Lt. Comdr., USH, [T

I ndait

RA AND [;UT . | - DATE
Squadron Lommander

—— e T ——— .

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE
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