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beazn connected with the Sounh Sa;&ls - ffor man-
Trulz 1sland 1n 1916 as 2n emnloree of tlre
vompanwr, In 1926 1 was tranaferred to Salav
stayed until 1957, As vice-chief of te branch

ffice 4 again returned to Truk where L1 remained until gpring
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of 19359 when 4 returned to Tokvo,
in Sentemper, 1lY4l, I again went to Palau as chief of the
office. In August, 1542, I vecame chief of trhe business

2t ambon vhere 1 remained until January, 1944, a2t which

returaed to Janan.

when L went to Truk in 1916, I found the *eadquarters of

the South Sf-"-" I'sland Defenses with a certain numbenr
personiel. Around 1913 or 1919 all of the forces wor

drawn and from that tiie un to 1926, vhen I left, and alszo
from 1957 to 1959, during which tine I Pesided agiin on the
same 1sland, there were no armed persomel, military in-
stallations or fortifications,
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burling my days on rPalu from 1926 to 1933, a resident




'
L @

DEF. DOC. 110, 1517

naval officer, was there and vith this excention there were
no military personnel or military installations of anv kind.
in 1941 ,vhen 1 returned to Palau, there were still no
military installations. Air travel was limited to sea olanes
operated by the NIPPON Air Wavingation Company. “ven at the
outbreak of war, the island apneared wholly defenseless, caus-
ing us great anxiet; that disaster might lie in wake of this
unnrevaredness, after commencement of war some naval
aircraft and naval nersonnel came to the island but no fixed
military installations were constructed until aucust of 1942.
Counsel has shown me affidavits or statements taken from
various natives on tthe South Ses islands;which, I was told,wsre
used In this Court to prove the construction of military ine-
stallatlons. ©Pecausc of my long association with these
peonles 1 can truthfully say they, on the whole, were possessed
of noor mental faculties., !iost of them are unable to
their oge and even those educated in publie s¢chools under
the South Sea Board could count only such simple numbers as
were necessary for daily life, Further, I did not find them
trust-worthy, they would lie on the slightest nrovocation or
from mere exnedience.
O0m thls 20 day of may 1947
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horebyr certifvw +haot the above statement
M_‘
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was

8 sworn Dy the Deponent,

who affixed his signature and seal

“hoereto in the presence of this Witness,

On the samne date

C I i

iitness: (sizned) ONO Sgichiro (se¢al)
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ruth withholding nothing
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