T rr"‘"‘l"w e - kg VA =
e N T T P P T P R TR O o A T Ay T TR T W e R R e TR
| . . = m S d e e > | o,

o T2

0
%‘ 7»f. Doc. 1361

INTERNAT Z 3 I MTULIT 82 TRTBUNAL FUR THE FAR EAST

- ’J " -

THE UNITED STATED ' P Az R 5 MR -

-VS:

| ARA¥X.I, Sadao, ei 2.

Deponet CBATA, liinoru

Having firsi Gu.y &wWOI1 8L ~ath a8 on 2ttucl & sheet and
in accordance with sie penced.ay o foilcwad in my cow.try, 1 hereby
depose as f ollows:

1. At the time of the termire tion cf Lhe wo)r 1 wus 8

nlonel in the ermy. Now I am taking cna.ge 2 Lnips engsged in
repatriation work.

2. T know Colonel BASHWU'W(L, wirenro vexry well,

3, In August, 1937, wien Solonel HASHL %0 was called up
by the army and became the rszimsabal coumaender of the 13th Field
Heavy Artillery Regiment, T wug then erpointed to be & battdlion
commander under nis CCnMz..4 Yrom thet time till he returned to
Japan in April, 1939, irox Ketinspei /Chine) I was alweys with him,

L. Vhen he esrrivec &3 the point &bout g8 miles (3 RI) west
of Wuhu on December 11, 1937, Colonel HA3HIMOTO received the
following order from Commanding Genersl YANAGAVA and thereupon Ie-=
turned to Wuhu immedieately:

"Unit Commender HASHIMOTO shall comménd his regiment
| together with one field artillery battalion and one infantry

sattalion and attack et the polut near wuhu ships which are carrying

Chinese soldiers and sailing up on the Yangtse."

This order capme about 2 A.M.
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5. Colonel EASHILIOTO's order then to me was, 'lMajor CBATA
shall coumend his own unit togetiier with one artillery battalion
and occupy & vosition &t the wharf of Wuhu and ettack the fleeing
Chinese Tleet." This oirder zeme about 5 A.M.

6.. By order of Colonel HASHIMOTO, Lt. NAKAIURA was to

sdvence to a point about 2,000 meters downstreem and to wave a
wandkerchief whenever he saw tlhe fleeing enemy ships by telescope.
when I saw the hendkerchief weved Ly Lt. NAKAIURA I was to fire upon
these ships..

7. It was still before daun snd not yet light; Lt. NahALURA
waved the handh?r:hief. I saw through tue telescope a fleet of 5
or 6 ships all gat.iered and anchared about 50 neters apart. 1
instar.tly began firing upon this fleet. The distance was about
L,,000 meters.

. Wven alter the dawn it was very difficult to see the
ships clearly because of deep fog on thet day, which was very
ty,izal on the Yenztse. I could only discern ships loaded with
Chirs se soldiers..

9. *hen we fired twenty or thirty shells, one of the ships
put out & blsch smoke screen. After covering was completed by the
smoke screen, one ship seiled toward us.

10. Seeing the ship coming toward us, we thought they were
gbout to surrender, so we stojped the shelling upon them entirely.
As tihe ship reared its hull became clear. Vhen it came within 3,000
meters, we first discovered then it was not & Chinese earmy ship.

At first it was not the distance but the heavy fog which made 1t
difficult for us to tell these were not Clhiinese army snips.

11. After ceasing fire and while waiting for the ship

to reach the wharf, we then found out by its flag thet it was a
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Eritish ship ena it Lad received two diract, hits.

12. &4 resur admiral wearing staff of fizer insignia, the
.aptain of the ship, his sxezutive otficer, end one other of ficer

cenie ashore and &sKea us 10 nzet . r negotiutinns.
13. TFrom our side Colonel HaSHILOTO, Lt. LiKaMURA, 8nd I,

together with oue interpreter, took pert in this negotiation. The

first guestion tley asked was why we hed fired upon them, To this

Colonel FASFIVOTC instantly replied,"ve “ired upon the ships be-

cause they were loaded with Chinese soldliers. Their next wuestion

was why we had fired on Britisn slips. Jnlonel HASHIMOTO again

instantly answered, "Due to the heavy fcg we were nnt able to See

|
|

snd tell tiey were Britlsh ships."

1. 3ince one dzath had resulted from the shelling, the

Captain of the uritish ship ssked us 10O sttend tie funeral service. |

we sent one representctive tc this funeral service. This was held

at the public hall.

15. This British ship was the "Tadybird". Later I learned |

that the matter of the Ludybird ircident wag tsgen up through
I

| di plore tic ne-otietions, but as to its details I know nothlng.

16, Colonel laSHIIOTO and the Tasihinoto forces had no

sonnection whatsoever vith the sinking of the aAmer-c2an ship "Penay".

we, the Hashimoto force, haed never seen the "Penay".

17. The Hashimoto force wés stopped et Vuhu, 14 or 15 PRI |

(ebout 37 miles) from I'enking. Shortly after the fall of Nanking

this force wes ordered to advence to Hengchow and therefore never

3 perticipated in the sttack on Nenking nor did it enter 1into Nanking,

or its vicinity.
18, The HLashimoto forcs did not atteck Hunkow nor did it

- —

¢ enter Hankow cr its vicinity.

o Wl

i

1
i




Def. Doc, 1351

19. The Hashimoto forae did not attack Canton (Kuan_

nor did it enter Canton or its viecinity,

4t the bléce of Ix, Itsuro heyashi, lo. 877, 3-Chome,
Kami-Kitazawa-N23hi, Setagaya-Ku, Tokyo, on this 11th day of
Jenusry, 1947, .

Sigred and 3esled: CBiaTs, Minoru

subscri bed and sesled tuereto on before re,
On the same dete ang place.

W/itness: signed and Sealsd: HAYLSKEI, Itsuro

withlolding nothing and €dding nothing.

TZRADA, lMasao (signsd arg
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