1
X
\

‘ i
Fxh (900 [\,&//’/ 95 )L

Interrogation of Hideki Tojo . \N\AP

25 March 1946

"Q

"A

A

"Q

ﬂA‘

IlQ

"A

g Case File 0,'801'1;1 #1464 pPpe 4=5

Why was not a declaration of war given to the United

States and Great Britain as provided in the Hague
Convention?

This was a defensive war for Japan,

There are two ways
of opening hostilities

one by a declaration of war, and
the other by an ultm‘u-. Japan took the second s%op
that is, by giving an ultimatum, and the declaration of
war followed immediately after the outbreak of hostilities.

I take it that you consider the last message which was
delivered Ambassadors NOMURA and KURUSU to Secretary
of State on 7 December 1941 was the ultimatum?

Yese Thils was a declaration of the termination of diplo=-
matic relations,

Was there in that last message which indicated
that Japan was go to make war on either the United
States or Great Britain - any indication that there
would be an immedlate attack on either the United States
or Great Britain?

I think America should have realized that the breaking
off of diplomatic relations meant that a war would follow.

Did you and the members of your cabinet feel that the
delivery of this last note {y Ambagsadors NOMURA and
KURUSU to Secre of State HULL on 7 December 1941 was
a compliance with provisions of the Hague Convention
with respect to having a declaration of war prior to an
actual attack or actually making war on an enemy country?

Yes."
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Extract from | '
Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
25 March 1946
Pe 1
Q As Minister of War, from 7 December 1941 on, were you i
not re ble for the treatment received American 3
and British prisoners of war? 4 ;
1 A Yes. I was responsible for their treatment, - 1
| |




Doec, No. 2,1‘

. Page 1

When was the Prisoner of War Bureau set up? .
This was organized immediately after the outbreak of war.
Which war? ;

The Greater East Asia War.

Why was it necessary to organisze such a bureau?

This is according to international law.

Why had not such a bureau existed during the China War or
Incident?

It was not necessary during the China Incident.

Was there any bureau at all set in connection with the
China Incident on the treatment prisoners?

There was no organization set up to deal with Chinese
prisoners.

Who ordered this new bureau to be set up?

The order for the formation of this bureau was issued by the
War Minister.

This was during the time that you were War Minister and
Premier?

Yes,

Were you, from 7 December 1941 on, familiar with the provisions
of the Hague and Geneva Conventions with respect to treate

ment of prisoners of war?
I knew of these at the time.

At that time did you, as Premier and War Minister, believe that
the provisions of those conventions applied to Japan and should

be followed by her in war?
Naturally.
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Q

In addition to the provisions of those conventions, there
are also other recognized rules and customs of war followed by
civilized nations, are there not?

As a e¢lviligzed nation, we would follow the principles of
humanism,

I suppose by humanism, you mean that prigoners woudd be
treated humanely, as e¢ivilized nations?

Yes,

So thaty, in general, from 7 December 1941 on, you, as Premier

and War Minister, felt that Ja was bound the Hague and

Geneva Conventions with respeet to the treatment of prisoners

of war and also bound by the rules and customs of civilized

g;g:lm 11:!: respect to treating prisoners of war humanely,
you no

| Yes.

® % % @
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Extract from

Interogation of Hideki Tojo
25 March 1946

Ds 5 = 6

-

Q

Yhen did you first learn of the complaints concerning or
facts indicating that there had been mistreatment of

American and British prisoners of war?

The only complaints that ever came to my notice were in con-
nection with food and so forth. Atrocities were not brought
to my notice at all. I am astounded at the truth regarding
atrocities that is now being revealed in the newspapers. If
the Japanese had followed the Emperor's instructions,these
atrocities would never have happened.

But you, as Minister of War during the period when those
atrocities were committed, are the responsible party for
their commission, are you not?

Yes.

¥hat explanation can you give for the fact that you did not

learn of them when they were so wide-spread and of such a
serious nature?

I was always under the impression that ermy commanders in the
field who were responsible for the treatment of prisoners
understood what was required of them in this connection.

During this entire period from 7 December 1941 on, you were
aware of the fact, were you not, that the United States and
Great Britain, through friendly nations, had warned the
Japanese Government that Japanese officials and the Japanese
Government would be held responsible for violations of the
Hague and Geneva Conventions and for violetions of the rules
of war with respect to the treatment of prisoners of war?

Yes, and if these atrocities are true, treaties have been
violated.

During this same period, were you not aware that the United
States and Great Britain, through friendly nations, had made
numerous and repeated complaints, giving specific

data and charging that there had been, in each instance,
violations of the Hague and Geneva Conventions and of the
rules of war in connection with the mistreatment of prisoners
of war?
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; - Do 5= 6 cont't?

4 A I do not remember details, but I think these came through the
"' Prisoner of War Information Bureau.

"-; Q Such complaints would firgt come to the Foreiem Ministry and
| then be routed to the Minister of War's office, would they
not? : .
A Yes.

Q How many of these complaints werec made, that you recall, of
your personal knowledge?

A I cannot recall just now how many were received.

Q What, if anything, did you do with respect to those which were
received?

A These were passed on' to the various army commanders through
the Prisoner of War Information Bureau.

4 Q Yere reports then made back by those bureau heads or individuals
3 to you, as Minister of War, relative to these complaints?

A No, no replies or reports were sent back. These complaints
were sent to the various people concerned calling the matter
to their attention.
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Q Were these complaints, which were made during this period
by the United States and Great Britain through friendly
nations with respect to the mistreatment of their prisoners

the J ! taken up at the weekly meetings

| of the Priscner “that you have referred to?

: A Yes. These matters were taken up at the bi-weekly meetings.. f
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Q

A
Q
A
Q

Through what gources did you hear these rumors of the mis-
treatment of American troops at Bataan?

Itvmldhduﬂmltmmfmwhmlhnrd these rumorse
Where did you hear these rumors?
I heard these in Tokyoe.

Regardless of
many sources d

hear them?

It would be difficult To say how many times I have heard these
TUnOrSe :

What was the nature of the rumors that you heard in this con=
nection?

The rumors were to the effect that prisoners from Corregidor
and Bataan had been mnistreated.

In what respect had they been mistreated, according to the
rumors?

They had been made to walk
due to mistreatment were
sickness.

Didmtthormrsauomtomdinn
s who were forced to
condition to urgh at

distances in the heat. Deaths |
referred to as death by |

Noe ThermumdmthNofthis.

Agcor to the rumors, what was the cause of the death of
the American prisoners ln this connection?

A1l deaths were ascribed to sickness.
Vhat kind of sickness caused the death of the men on that march?

These details did not come to my notice.




O B O >

Thiz was not mentioned in the rumorse

Did not the rumors indicate that the deaths were caused by
the physical condition of the troops who had been requested
or forced to march?

The rumors ona.mtod that the prisoners were marched long
distances 1n

heat.
How long before you discussed this matter while were in
the Philippines

with the Chief of Staff was 1t t you had
Reard these rumors-

Perhaps two or three months before this date, but I do not
re

How mch time did :;tnnﬂ digseussing this march and this
matter with the staff while you were in the Philippines?

Mlmnotthonm:mboctofwmeotm with the Chief of
gtaff. I had many other importnnt matters to discuss with him
and this was one subject that was involved.

Hmnmmiduwhltmruto the amount of time you spent
discussing it with the Chief of Staff” ‘ ,

I am unable to say definitely how longe
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;. Q PﬁuumsththatmdumMitutthof
1 Staff, had not the American Government made a writiten

i complaint a friendly nation to the Japanese
GCovernment abou

this natter, setting forth the
dohihmmtimﬂgm-mirehammwmtm

f with the deaths of several hundreds of American troops?
; A I do not remember well but perhaps a complaint was regeived.

' Q Was that matter discussed at all at any of the bureau meetings .
| that were held weekly or bie-wesekly, that you recall?

A I do not remember, but if a complaint was received, 1t would be.
. discussed at the meeting of bureau chiefs.

Q Had this matter of the "Bataan lHarch" and the deaths of
American prisoners as the result thereof been taken up with
| the Chief of Staff or to the occasion when you d iscussed
¥ | it with him in the lippines, as you state?

A It was the first time that I took it up with him, but if a

. received from the United States, I am sure it
have bgsen sent to the Chief of Staff through the
Prisoner of War Information Bureau.

Do you hm':&ot your personal knowledge, that this matter was
P

taken n the Chief of Staff on any other occasion than
when you took 1t up with him during your visit to the
Philippines? |

A I was acting as Prime Minister and War Minister and I was not
able to attend to &mkxix detalls of this sort. These are
left to the discretion of the chiefs of departments concerned.

Q Do you know, orywrarlomlknulodn, that the matter had
ever been taken up with the Chief of Staff other than the time
you took it up with him?

A I have no recollection of this having been transmitted.

Did the Chief of Staff indicate whether it had been taken up
with him before when you discussed it with him?%

:
A
t
1
? A Noy as I asked him about this.
4
:
\\
\

But just what do you mean by that - it had been taken up
with him?

A The Chief of Staff said nothing about this matter ever being
taken up with him before I mentioned 1it,
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! Q So that, as far as you knew personally or he indicated to

gu, s 1s the first time 1t had been taken up with him
any official of the Japanese Government?

% A I am not able to state definitely if this is so or not.
Q Was there anything sald by him to indicate to the contrary?

I am not able to answer this definitely and I cannot speak
for the Chief of Staff.

Q Just what did you say tc the Chief of Staff in connection -
with this "Bataan HMarch™ and the mistreatment of American

prisoners

A I mentioned that there were rumors of this deseription and
wanted .to have his explanation.

Q VWhat explanation did the Chief of Staff give?
A The Chief of Staff explained that due to lack of transport

facilities, the priscners of war had to march long dis T
in the heaﬁ and that there was some suffering, and deaths

resulted.

Q Did the Chief of Staff state during this conversation with
you what distance the prisoner had been forced to march?

A General WACHI was not there at the. time of the march and did
not give me any details. He was not responsible for this

marche

Who was responsible for the march?

General HOMMA would naturally be responsible.

Did you see General HOMMA while you were in the Philippines?
No. HOMMA had returned to Japan.

H::’m seen General HOMMA in J
8 and before you went to
the Chief of Staff on this matter?

A No, I did not meet him when he returned to Japan.

- —_—— — T Tl g T Wy L
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at any time after the war
Philippines and y3m spoke to
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3




e T oy -'-_-"-‘f;."

Doce. 2514 Page §
Pe 8 - 1.‘ cont'd

Q How long mummmn-mmm-utmuthm
Chief of taff in the Philippines was it that HOMMA had

returned to Japan?
A I do not remember when he returned to Japan.

Q Vere you aware of the fact that HOMMA was in Japan during the
period that he came to Japan and remained here?

s ? -‘ -y~ = H__.J.' . i-_._-—l-—.-d"—- - -

r A Yes.

; Q Did HOMMA report to the W
. the time he was in Japan after
the United States”

!;hhrhtps he did report at the War Office, but I did not meet
L

'g Q Mdmor;wemmmsuthMMomnlhonor
P

ar Department here in Tokyo during
the beginning of the war with

at any other the rumors of the deaths of the American
soldiers in the "Bataan March"?

A Iudmtm'orthuemrsatmmmmu
Jatm and I do not know of else having discussed these

matters with him, When he Tre to Japan, it was
returned

;. gsaid that he had after a very successful campaign.
'5- Q Dbid you or bfnehl of the Japane
f- discuss uﬂm

resulting frog the "Bataan March"?

American soldiers
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Interrcgation of Hideki Tojo
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i Q. 4s Minister of War, fronm 7 December 1941 on, were

ycu not resnonsible for the treatnent received by
anerican and British prisc-ners ~f war?

| 1 ae Yes. I was respcnsible for their treatnent.
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Extract from

Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
25 March 1946

Do 7

Q Were these complaints, which were made during this period

by the United States and Great Britain through friendly
nations with respect to the mistreatment of their prisoners

by the Japanese Govermment, taken up at the weekly meetings
of the Prisoner Bureau that you have referred to?

A Yes. These matters were taken up at the bi-weekly meetings.
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