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SUMMARY OF THE CONVERSATIONS

BETWEEN

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT
AND
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY

With a view to discussing matters of national interest,
President Chiang Kai-shek, upon the successful conclusion of
the war, invited Mr. Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, to come to Chung-
-king. Mr. Mao arrived in Chungking on August 28 and called
on President Chiang. Since then the President and Mr. Mao
have had a number of talks. Meanwhile, representatives on
their behalf were appointed. The government representatives
were Dr. Wang Shih-chieh, General Chang Chun, General
Chung Chih-chung and Mr. Shao Li-tze, while the Communist
representatives were Mr. Chao En-lai and Mr, Wang Jo-fei.

The government and Communist representatives met and
conferred on many occasions in an atmosphere of friendliness
and harmony and they reached a number of conclusions. Their
talks will continue on the basis of mutual trust and mutual con-
cession to seek a satisfactory solution of the issues still out- -
standing.

A summary of the conversations held so far is as follows:—

(1) Basic Policy on DPeaceful National Reconstruction

It was agreed that as the Chinese war of resistance against
Japanese aggression has been brought to a victorious conclu-
sion, China is now on the threshold of a new era of peaceful
national reconstruction and that peace, democracy, solidarity
and unity should form the basis of the nation’s concerted efforts.
It was likewise agreed that under the leadership of President
Chiang, co-operation should be perpetuated and resolute mea-
sures be taken o avert internal strife se that a new China,
independent, free and prosperous, may be built and the Three
Principles of the People fully implemented. Both parties, as
advocated by President ‘Chiang, are absolutzly essential in
_achieving peaceful national reconstruction.




(2) On Political Democratization

It was agreed that the period of political tutelage should
be brought to an early conclusion, that a constitutional gevern-
ment should be inaugurated and that necessary preliminary
measures should be immediately adopted such as the convoea-
tion by the National Government of a political consultative
coupcil to which all parties and non-partisan leaders will be
invited to exchange views on national affairs and discuss
questions relating to peaceful national reconstruction, and the
convocation of the National Assembly. Both parties are now
conferring with various interested quarters on the member-
ship, organization and the functions of the proposed council.
It was agreed that as soon as such consultations are completed
the proposed council shall be convened. -

(3) On the National Assembliy

Three proposals were advanced by the Chinese Communist
Party, namely, re-election of all delegates to the National
Assembly, postponement of the date of the convocation of the
Assembly and revision of the organic and election laws of the
Agsembly, and of the May 5th Draft Constitution. The govern-
ment representatives maintained that the election of the de-
legates for the National Assembly already held should be valid,
but the number of delegates may be reasonably increased and
the increase should be legalized. As regards the May 5th Draft
Constitution, the government representatives reminded the Coms
munists that the Draft Constitution had already heen submitted
- to the publiec for study and suggestions for its revision were
invited. - No agreement was reached on those points. But the
Commanist representatives made it known that they do not
wish to permit national unity to be ruptured by the differences.
Both parties agreed that the points concerned shall brought
before the proposed pelitical consultative council for settlement..

(4) On the People’s Freedoms

1t was agreed that the government should guarantee the '
freedoms of person, religion, speech, publication and assembly,
the rights enjoyed by people in all democratic nations in normal
times. The existing laws and decrees should be either abolish-
«ed or revigsed in accordance with this principle.

(5) On the Legality of Political Parties
The Chinese Communists proposed that the Government
shouid recognize the equality and legal status of the Kuomin-
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tang and the Communist Party as well as that of all other par-
ties. The Government stated that a common attribute of con-
stitutional government is that all parties are equal before the
law and that this fact will be given immediate recognition.

(6) On the Special Service Agencies

Both parties agreed that the Government should strictly
prohibit all offices other than law courts and police to make
arrests, conduct trials and impose punishment.

(7) On Release of Political Prisoners

The Chinese Communists proposed that all political pri-
soners with the exception of those guilty of treason, should
be released. The Government representatives stated that the
Government is prepared to do this of its own accord and that
the Chinese Communist Party may submit a list of people who
they think should be released.

(8) On Local Self-Government

Both sides agreed that local self-government should be
vigorously promoted. General election should be conducted
from the lower level upward. However, the Government ex-
pressed the hope that this would not affect the convocation of
the National Assembly.

(9) On the Nationalization of Troops

It was proposed by the Chinese Communists that the Gov-
ernment should effect an equitable and rational reorganization
of the entire Chinese army, decide on the program and different
stages of reorganization, redemarcate the military zones and
inaugurate a conscription and replenishment system with a
view to unifying military command. Under this program the
Chineze Communists finally expressed their readiness to reduce
the troops under their command to 24 divisions or to a minimum
of 20 divisions. The Chincse Communists further stated that
they would take prompt action to demobilize their anti-Japan-
ese troops now depioyed in Kwangtung, Chekiang, South Kiang-
su, South Anhwei, Central Anhwei, Hunén, Hupeh and Honan
(nct including North Honan) and that such troops as ave to
be reorganized will be gradually evacuated from the said areas
to be concentrated in the liberated arcas north of the Lunghai
Railway snd in Northern Kiangsu and Northern Anhwei. The
CGovernment representatives stated that the national troop re-
organization program is being carried out and the Governiment
is willing to reorganize the Communist-led, anti-Jspanose troops
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up to 20 divisions' if the other issues coming up in the present
talks could be satisfactorily settled. In regard to the garrison
areas, the Chinese Communists may submit plans for discussion
and decision.

._The Chinese Communists proposed that the Communist
military personnel should participate in the work of the
National Military Council and the various departments under
the Council, and that the Government should respect the per-
sonnel system of the army units and commission the original
officers after their units have been reorganized. Discharged
officers should be given training in differert areas and the Gov-
ernment sheould adopt a reasonable and satisfactory system of
maintenance and political education.

The Government indicated that it was ready to consider
the proposals and discuss the details.

In reply to the Chinese Communists’ proposal that all the
militiamen in the liberated areas should be reorganized into
local self-defence corps the Government expressed the view
that thiz matiter will have to be determined in accordance with
local econditions and needs. In order to formulate concrete
plans in regard to all the questions mentioned in this section
we agreed that a sub-committee of three with one representa-
tive each from the Board of Military Operations of the National
Military Council, the Ministry of War and the 18th Group
Army be formed.

{10) On Local Government in the Liberated Areas

= The Communist representatives proposed that the Govern-

ment should recognise the popularly elected governments in the
liberated areas. The government representatives peointed out
‘that after the unconditional surrender of Japan, the term
“liberated area” becomes obsolete and the integritly of the ad-
ministrative authority of the country should be respected.

The initial formula advanced by the communist represen-
tatives was to redemarcate the provincial and administrative
aress according to the conditions that now exist in the 18 libe-
rated areas. And to preserve administrative integrity the
Communist Party would submit to the Governmeunt a list of
officials of the popularly elected governments for re-appoint-
ment, -

The government vepreseniatives replied that the re-
demarcation of provincial boundaries would involve changes of
unusual latitude and the question should be considered care-
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fully and thoroughly. Thus it cannot be resolved in a short
time. At the same time Government representatives indicated
that President Chiang has made agreement with Mr. Mao that
the government would take into consideration the administra-
tive personnel nominated by the Communist Party. The gov-
ernment would consider retaining the services of these funciion-
aries who have served in the recovered areas during the war
on the basis of their ability and record without regard to party
affiliation. i

Upon this a second formula was proposed by the Com-
munist representatives asking the National Government to
appoint nominees of the Communist Party as chairman and
members of the provincial gevernments of the Shensi-Kansu-
Ninghsia Border Region, and the provinces of Jehol, Chahar,
Hopei, Shantung and Shansi. They further asked that Com-
munist nominees be appointed deputy-chairmen and members of
the provincial governments of Suiyuan, Honan, Kiangsu, An-
hwel, Hupei and Kwangtnng and deputy-mayors of the special
municipalities of Peiping, Tientsin and Tsingtac and Shang-
hai. The Communist representatives also rcquested participa-
tion in the administration of the Northeastern provinces.

After lengthy discussion of this topic, the Communist re-
presentatives modified their proposals by reguesting the
appointment of their nominees as chairmen and members of
the provincial governments of the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia
Border Region and the provinces of Jehol, Chahar, Hopei and
Shantung, as deputy-chairmen and members of the pPovincial
governments of Shansi and Suiyuan and as deputy-mayors of
the special municipalities of Peiping, Tientsin and Tsingtao.

The government representatives replied that the Com-
munist Party might nominate some members of the Communist
Party who possess administrative ability and have rendered
commendable service during the war to the Government for
appointment. But if the Communist Party should insist upon
nominating chairman, deputy-chairman cr member of a provin-
cial government for specific provinces this would not be sincere-
ly endeavoring to achieve military and administrative integrity.

The Communist representatives then said they would
withdraw their seecond suggestion and proposed a third formula.
They suggested that general elections be held in the liberated
areas under the existing popularly elected governments. Under
the supervision of the Peclitical Consultative Council, the Com-
aunist Party would welcome members of various professions

—_ b5 —



t¢ velurn to their riative places te participate in the elections.
A popular election is to be held in any district in which the
public cofficers of more than one half of its sub-districts er
villages have been clected by popular vote. In the interest of
administrative integrity the names of all the provincial or
hsien officials thus elected should be submitted to the National
Government for appointment.

The Government representatives replied that this formula
is not acceptable as such a process is not conducive to real
administrative integrity. But the Government might consider
the appointment of popularly elected hsien officials. Popular
election of provincial government functionaries could only be
held after the status of the province has been definitely defined
following the promulgation of the Constitution. For the time
being only those provincial officials who have been appointed
by the National Government should be allowed teo take up their
posts so that conditions in the recovered areas miay be restored
to normaley at the earliest possible moment. ’

At this point a fourth formula was propesed by the Com-
munist representatives that in all liberated areas the provincial
governments temporarily retain their status’ quo until a con-
stitutional provision for the popular election of provincial
officials has been adopted and put into effect. For the time
being an interim arrangement should be arrived at in order
to guarantee the restoration of peace and order.

Finally, the Communist representatives suggested that this
particular problem be submitted to the Political Consultative
Council for discussion and settlement. The Government is
desirous of the early establishment of administrative integrity
so that peaceful reconstruct®n might not be delayed, and hoped
" that an agreement could soon be worked out on this matter.

(11) On Traitors and Puppet Troops

The Communist representatives proposed that traitors be
severely punished and puppet troops be disbanded. The Gov-
ernment representatives’ reply was: In principle, there in no
question but traitors should be dealt with according to due
process of law and the disbandment of puppet troops should
be carried out in such a manner that peace and order in the
arca concerned would not be disturbed.

(12) On Accepting the Surrender of the Japanese Army

The Communist representative asked that Communist
troops be allowed to participate in the task of accepting the-

e §



surrender of Japanese troops, and that the areas of surrender
should be redefined. The Government representatives answered
that the participation of the Communist Party in accepting the
surrender of Japanese troops could be considered after the
iroops of the Communist Party accepted the orders of the
National Government. :

NOTE —-This text is according to the version released by Central News
Agency.—~Td.



%1 % 8 & XL T SRR K

SUMMARY OF THE
CONVERSATIONS

Betweern

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT

and

The REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY

(Released on October 10, 1945.)

LtEEHE®RS

| AR

With Chinese Text

INTERNATIO\IAL PUBLISJERS
ng

Second Pr
CNC $200.00

25845~

Abroad US §0.20



