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THE CALCUTTA BRAHMA SCHOCL.
IntrODUCTORY Licrnie. '
May Uik, 1867,

GENTLEMEN,

It afforde me sincera gratification to perform
the ceremony of re-opening the Calcuttu
Bralima School, not unly because, oo personsi
grounds, it is full ¢f pJeasant aesociations, but
becanse on public grounde I consider such an
institution to be of vast importance to the spiv
ritual welfare of the country and to the pro-
gress of the Brahma Samaj. Most of you are
aware, I believe that nearly eight years ago,
under the gnidance and with the co-operation
of my venerabls coadjutor here present, we
founded a Sunday Sechool in thie city, in
connection with the Calentta Brahma Samsj,.
Qur cbject was to bring together n numbey
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of young men, and. give ﬂwm n regular oqurge
of instructions. in- Brahmxc Theolooy ‘and
Fitljes. Week after week I and my coadjntor
used -to deliver lestures on thews subjects,
which, T must say, were duly appreciated by
our auditors and conduced to their mental and
moral improveraent, Wo have cvery reason
to congratulate ourselves on the fruite of our
hamble labors, whick even exceeded our most
sanguine expectations. Of about fifty regular
students more than {wenty ereditably passed
the periodical examinations, obtained testi-
monials of proficiency, and weat forth iato
the world with sound ideas of religion and
morality, lofty aspirations and an improved
tone of thought and character, ot which they
have sinee given abundant proofs in their
Jaily intercourses with the world. Threagh
them and othors who used to attend the
Sebanl only mew and then a salutary
influrnce was also produced on the Drahma
community in Some of the ex-
sfudents have also
cur holy faith, and arc engaged in  communi-
cating to pthers those truths in which they
Lad been wriginally indoetrinated in the
School, and which they subsegquently de.
veloped Ly their own mature reflection and
I am glad to see some
Lefore me. It eanunot be deuied,
therefove, that  the  School was o success,
Mowever, it waa closed after three years, as
the course  of inztractions was finished, and
the immediate object of the School seemed to
have been accomplished in regard to the ex-
wting pupils, The ilea of opening a new
clusse of pupils at the end of the final year and
repedling our iustructions, with a view to rain
up a fresh bateh of young men, did not occar to
us at the time. Several important avents, hows
ever,have since tranepired,which have impressed
us with the necessity of reviving this useful in-
stitution. You are no doubt aware of the im-
mense progress made by the Brahma Samaj of
late inBengal as well as in the North-Western
Provinces,the Punjab and Madras, The number
of Theiats and Theistic Samajes has steadily in
creased, and a great’ religious . agitation is
strikingly manifest on all sxdes, which ig destined
to settle in the Tulness of time, mto a xmghty
Theistic organization: This progm is owing
partly to Enghsh education and partly to the
X0TOUS tracts bookﬁ and penodmuls publich-

general.

ractival exporience,
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ed by the meétopolitan and provincial Brabma
Samn,;ea, and to the exortions of our iti-
nerant missionaries who have been preaching
the docirines of our faith for the last four
years in different parts of the country. In the
midst of these choering indications of progress
Caleutta appeared of late to be in. a compara-
tively neglected condition. While our preachers
were propagating Brahma Dharma far and wide
in the mofussil and in other and remote pro-

. vinees, our mission was all but closed in-the

metropolis—the primitive seat of Bramic«
movement. This was indeed painful to con-
template; the more so as Calcutta being the
centre of vative improvement should occupy a
permanant and prominent place in our mission
field, so that we may dmvg conslant accossions
from the ranks of the alumni of our schools
and colleges, and rendor education, what it
ought to be, a stepping-stone to religious im-

provement. Is it not a matter of grave regret

© that thers is no public institation in this

Dharma among our educated youna men. 1
admif isolated attempts are now and then made
in this direetion by private individuals according
to leisure, inclination and covenience, either in
the ghape of imparting instructions or merely
lending books to such as come forward as en
quirers; but thereis no institution whers
young men may resort and receive systoematio
relizions and maoaral trainiag. Sach a want
has been long felt, fact evar since the
Brahma School was abolished. But never was
it go forailly felt as at present, when the ten-
dencies of our leading educatinnal institutions
have become alarminzly prejudical to the spiris
tnai interests of the rising meneration of our
countrymen,

T am fully alive to the importance and exped-
iency of the policy of relizious neutrality on
which Govornmeat education 1is  based.
For wiso aud benevolent purposes that policy
was laid down, and it is necessary that it
should be strictly adhered to in all schools and
colleges under direct Governmental manage-
ment. It is not only sound and upimpeachabls
on political grounds but also acceptable to all
religious denominations, being based on the
principle of toleration. Secular education in
itgelf is not defective or injurious; on the
coutrary it is highly useful so far a5 it goes,

n
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2s it afforde us a fund of valunble fruths for
our mental improvewment and our guidance in
this world. Wae may -disapprove of it on the
gcore of ity incompletaness—for it cultivates
ouly the intellestual powers and neglects our
religious interests,—and who would net like to
see education tending to the development of
the whole being? But still it must be eon-
fessed-~-and I would bear tostimony from my
own expericnce—that liberal education,
though strictly secalar, if kept within legili-
mate bounds must be beneficial, cepecially
when it oomprices the mental and moral
sciences. Although however Iam ready to
support the principle of religious neutrality in
Government  school, I must declare my
vigorous profest agninst undue advantage
being taken of it by the tutors. I it is
uwpolitic and wrong te teach any partieular
eced in Qovernment school, it is morally
reprehensible vo rush to the other extreme,
and by teaclng materialism amd scepticism
¢ap the very foundations of morality und
seligion.  Alt thuat the rale of nenirality
requires  of teachers is that they ehould
simply abstaic {rom sectarian teaching: but
it gives them peither privilege nor power
tc wantorly and recklessly destroy the very
gentiments of their
pupils by false philosopby and false logie.
Not te teach any specifie

religious instincts and

thing ; to teack irreligion and scepticism is
quite a diferent thing : the former is negative
s2d innorusous ; Lhe latter is positivaly misclie-
you\,—-.ﬂzhe hostile to the liberal policy of the

State and the moral intereate of the almnm,
and repugnant te the feelings of all classes

ol the commuuity, of whatever religions
persunsion they may be. 1t is imopossible to
calenlate  the wischief arising from  the

s,ystem;uie and uureserved ineulcation of

ateriabism su 8 Guvernmont college. And
yei this has goue on year after year without
a theck or 3 peotest. ks aevil effecls have

gow  asswaed such formidatls  proportiona
vhat  furiber conpivabce is impossible.

Arpongst the edvanced sfudents inaterialism
ass fouwna ruuny advocaiés snd fplowers.
They belong tv ne roligions denomination,
and when gaeetioned s 50 their real views
o{ theclogy and etles, spost forth the sbereo-
yped phrases of thorough-zoing materialism,
Mot » few ses themaelves up as stannch adyvoe

oI orfFw

i tations
i There are some who do bot Lake wordliness to

13&#,': e

“eatos of Ut:htananum and Pasttwmm, boutful-
1y extol the plmloso-vhio beauty and gmdeur of
these systems avd geofl’ at religion as o conger.
ies of idle fancies and childish whime. 1t ia a
pity they de not foderstand the dangerous
position they oocupy. .Forwhat are Utilita-
rianism, Positivism,  Materialism, Fatalism,
and all other ssme of the Sensatioualistio
School, but difierent spewies of philosophio
worldliness : and who are their adherents but
worldly-minded men who live for the #suses,
seelz only wordly interests,deny a}l the apiritual
realities which are above aud beyond the animat
life, aud who, with a view to attach the weight
of philogophie sanction to these specnlations and

! practices,take one or other of these big phiclo«

suphic naes. It mto be decply regretted that
our conutrymen should thus be led away Ly
fulse philusophy to sacrifice their true spilitual
interests, and casting off the restraint of moval
cbligations, expose themselves to all the temp
and perils of wubridled werldliness,

Le so dangerous as it ceally is, for they find it

- ot necessarily incompatible with honesty and

even philantbropy and charity. A little ro~
fleation will however show that the spirit of
worldliness is antagonistic to the first privciples
of religion,and when iuvested with ph:lo»o; iy

i importance ig likely to prove pernieious and

religion is one |

demoralizing in lihe extreme. I must coufess
that the evils I cowplain of are not confined to
our volleges,nor are they wholly attributalle to
the influence of the teachers. Materialistic and
scepticul notions, in some shape or other, pre.
vail largely, at the preseut day, amongst vuris
ous sgetious of our community, here and in she
mofussil, and some of our intelligent coantry.
men taks active interest in enceuraging and
spreading the same. 1n the majority of cases
such notions are morely the reswlt of worldly.
miodedness, They are also specially fostered by
the transition-stato threwgh which the country is
passing, and which daily draws away handreds
from idolatry and superstition without giving -
them any positive faith in exchange. and thus™
lands them iu dcepticism. ‘Al this kuwever
might be tolerated, as being to soms extent
inevitable. But when Government. institutions
offer » premium to m&raahsm, and syetoene:
aticolly and with the weight of authority ine
culcate it in youthful minds; when thowe to
whom we naturally ook up with hight hopes for



wetpsws. 0 ECAUOUYTA BANHMASOROOL ¢
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graduases of our Univarsitgemgo forth into’ the-
wosld with academie honors in gus Nend s0d

soepticiem in avother ; when educstion, iastead

of baing & safeguard againat -angodiiness, di-;

youtly emcourages: and promiotes 3% pwe feeh,
that our eonatry's best interests sad prospécts
are iu jeopardy. Hence is it that those who
take an interest in the welfare of the country
have viewed with slarm the progress

alism and scopticism amongst the graduates of

our University. And certainly they have 2
right to demand a higher order of intelligence

and character from men blessed with liberal edu-
cation. They have a right to demand that edu-
cated natives should not glory in denying the.
spirituality, immortality and accouatability 'of
the human soul, and in professing and practis-
ing that philosophy which dooms man to the
low indulgences of sensusl life and denies him
the prerogatives and happiness of the moral
nature; but that on the contrary they should
endeavour to prove theruselves in every respect
worthy of the bonor which the State has cone
ferred on them, and of the confidence and res-
pect of their owa countrymen Ly exhibiting une
blemished character, frevent piety, and humble
reliance upon God side by side with their intel-
lecinal accomplishmante,

Buthow is the needful reform to be brought
about? What is to be dcne to prevent scores of our
educated brothers from falling every year into
the vortex of scepticistn and materialise and to
lead them to truth, righteousness and God? In
such oircumstances the revival of the Brahma
School is evidently indispensable. I do not
mean to say thatit will be able wholly to
overcome the pigantic evil reflered to. But 1

-an

of wateri-
‘straggles between reuson and faith will be ad,

d morslity. It will aleo, we hope, "be of Bere
viee to eur young mea in leading thom practi.
cally. to that higher life to which they are des-
tined, by giving them a true ideal af roashood
and adequate motives for vealizing it. Herd
Gentlemen, your minds, hearts sud souls will be
carried through such systematic- exercise and
traiving a¢ way bring slout the proper develops
ment of your whole spitituul natuve, Here the

justed and the two harmoniously engaged in
the service of God. Your sccular enlightens
ment will be rendered conducible to the purifies
ation of your heart sud the elevation of your
character. IHere in short you will have the
means of laying the foundation of spiritnal adw
vancement on the firm basig of trus philosophy.
Let me now proceed td give a sketch of the
plsn of instruction which we shall follow iun the
;School. Wa propose to explain in a popular
istyle the Theology and Ethics of Brahma Dhar-
lma. These sutjoets will be taken up on alternato
lQSumlays as 80 to folm two parallel series of
‘Lisctures. It is neeessary in my opinion to keep
these two subjects always connected with ecach-
other, olherwise we may Lring alout all the
avils and dangers of partial and one sided training,
The inculeation of morality without theology is
likely to prodace a habiv of worldly virtues and
outward honesty unacompanied by a due concep-
tion of Grod’s attributes, prayerful relianee upen
His Providonce and a salemn  seuse of respons
sibility nnder s cterval moral movernment.
We do mot want that godles¢ morality which is
g0 much esteemed in the world, and.
which consiste only in the fulfilment of a
few social and  domestic  duties s

we want

bope and trust that in the hands of Providenceithﬂt wholesorne genuine morality which s
it may betome ah humble instrgment to suppress:g‘rounded in faith, whose standard is'the divine
it in some measure—to offer some resistance to twill and whoss strengh i divine help, Iu order to
the sncroachments of matetalistio philosophy. Ecomprehend and attain this prelimivary theologi-
In 8 case of overwhelming dioulties and im-|eal training is indispensable, which will give the

porbance like this we cannot plise any confidence

inour own limited capacities’vr atly purely hu.
man agency.  God is our qsnlyﬁo'iig;,'v suod we trust

mind proper notions of God and our relations fo
Him. Nor is theology without morality less
mischievous. It makes man rest satisfied with

He will do what: is best for ‘ony oviitry in. this the abstract kuowledge of God, or scek plessure
crists, through: this mﬁ‘liuctﬁnﬁg“' Which we |0 themere contemplatiou of his nature and works.
copﬂign wholly to- bis kaphég"m‘d“ 5hi€‘lwly it begets conceited rationalism and exerts no
gudiance i wil tensti the - yabliske daotélnes of nAuence on the emotion or the will. Tt attaches
trde faith #nd tha immutably fﬂéﬁéi’ﬁléh of thoral: little importance to the fulfilment of duty, and ¥
ity, s will prors that trus phflosophy, far from Wakes veligion consistin knowing God, not in
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serving Him. And hence it is often ascompanied chief object being the development of the physi-
by a life of immoral thoughts aud practices and cal resources of the country and . the ptomot:on
vicious indulgences. It is thercfore necessary of its material prosperity, he could not. but recom«
{hat theology and othics should go hand in hand, mend the epecial cultivation of the- physical

Perhaps you will ack—what is there in Brah- sciences. But we must remember what Sir William
raic Tueology worth learning? I believe there is Hamilton says on the evil influence of an exclux
2 great deal to be learnt if only we' apply our- [sive devotion to physical pursuits. It makes the
selves to it with hearts free from prejudice and student a matetialist ; for by holding too much
conceit. You are not to expect here any th;nagcommunion with material objects and outward
like hollow preaching, which only addresses thc{“‘*’-me he sees nothing but .o series of secoud-
feelings but affords no solid argument for reflec- .'“.V causes and the workings of blind neces:

§ Weor, 3y G
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tion. Such preaching has certainly its uses clse;

where. Butin this institution which is intended
tu Lo a School, our object is not to preach but to;

teach., On referring to the vast mass of our ser-
mnons and popular tracts, you may have rua away,
rvith the idea that there is nothing in Brahma:
Dharma which requires thought or study; it is
all superficial and commonplace, Howaever simple’
Brahmic traths may appear to be—aud they:
cannot be otherwiase as they are the spontaneous
convictions of our natural consciousness—there is,
a world of philosophy at the bottom, which wust!
be explored in order o reach their seientific prin-,

isity and mechanical laws, and is thus disabled
‘from coceiving the ture natura of Gud. This
‘truth is well exemplified in.the case of the

.numerous professors. and students of the physi-

‘cal sciences of our day who thuogh they
cconstantly handle the most striking testi-
‘monies of God’s wisdom and merey, seem to
Le thoroughly materialistic in their views., But if
the physical scicaces be subordinated and ren
‘deved subservient to psychology, they prove and

‘illustrate in a remarkable manuer the primary

‘truths revealed by the lutter. We iutend there-
fore in our discourses ou Bruhmic Theology to

ciples. And as your object here is {o obtain a' attach the ulmost importance to psychology, it

scientific knowledge of Brahmie theology, it will
bo necessary to explain all its doctrinesin con.
nection with philosopby. We intend to Legin

with psychology and make it always the basis of

our speculations and arguments. With its light
we propose to clear up all dwubtful peints; and

w it we shall appeal iu solving all difficulties.,

We shall proeced step by step, drawing legitimate
inferences from admitied premises, and from these
inferences again developing the conelusion which
they warrant, tll we sugeend in evolving the whole
of Brahmic theology. Theology is evidently de-
pendent upon psychology. The arguments and
doctrines of religton are derived chiefly from the
cunsiitution and laws of the human mind. The
more we look into our own consciousness, the
more we feel what human nature really is, and
reengnise those fucts of intelligence, personality
sud moral government which eousititue the foun.
datien of our knosledge of God. It is mind and
not matter that furnishes the chief wmaterials of,
theological knowledge.  Hence the study of pey-
cholugy 1 eszential to theology,

ibeing at onco the foundation and evidence of true
theology ; and if we have ever occssion to refe,
to the physical sciences, we shall use them for
purposer of illustration. You sre nol to infer
grom what I have said that unlese you become
philosoplhiers you cannot be Brahmus. Far from
it. The swcet simplicities of Brahma Dharma
;are soul-satisfying, and are capable of ineeting
all the requircmeunts of faith. But those who
desire to uuderstand the foundatione of , their
faith and the reasons of their belief sbould study
psychology. They will come to find ihat io the
highest activity of our intellectual nature reason
and faith are one; that what we believe by faith
ie perfeetly consonant with the highest philoso-
pby.

In the department of Et.hxcs, we propose {0
take up only those subjects which yelate to prac-
tical morality. Speculative Ethics, comprising an
analysis of the nature and funotions of con-
.science, the doctrines of personality and accountas
bility, and the true theory of moral distinetions
will bo treated in the course of our Leotures on

The learned  Vice-Chancellor of the Caloutts Theology. - In expounding the prmclples of Prace
Uwversity Lizhly extolled the Phisical Scionces. tical Ethxcs we shall first describe tha, true dﬂ!tm}*

Nothirg else could be expected from the stand-f

powt from which he viewed the subject.

His|

of hnman life, . W shﬂl ennmente -and explain
the various dujies of gisiwto himaelf, to-society
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and to God. We shall try to impress upon you
the high standard of moral purity which you
should ever strive after, and to awaken you .to a
zense of your imperfections and sins. ‘We shall
explain id order the various means whereby the
passions may be governed and all n}mptupenmtxes
of the flesh subordinated to conscien hn
man may be delivered from corrupt thou@hf o.and
cvil practices, and how he may “steadily advance
in the path of purity aud rectitude. Gentlemen,
I cannot sufficiently urge upon you ghe import-
.0 of character. Religlon is of very little use
il it cannot restrain our passions and enable us to
live with conscientious purity,and discharge our
various duties with fidelity and earnestness. A
troe is known Dy its fruite, und if we lead corrupt
lives we shall certainly be hated as hypocrites, and
we shall place our religion in u false light bal‘ore:
others. You must endeavour to be strict m
your moral life, if you wish to glorify God and‘
secure your true welfare here and bereafter. BP-
sides the varions fashionable vices of the da',vt
which beset native society, and which have al-
ready dragge«r so many young men into the
paths of destruction, demand your utmost care
and watchfulness, and unless you habitually guard
yourselves against temptation and place your
hearts under rigid moral discipline you cannot
he suved, Labour * heart within and God over-
head,” and pray uncoasingly that with His
strength you may be able to compass the des_ﬁny
of existence.

In conclusion, I have only to request you will
:\‘ttend the School regularly, and perseveringly go
turou»h the routine of theologlcal and moral ex-
the Welfare :f lh“t"m, and render it conducive to

@ teachers und the pupils ?
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