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Wiktio? What?

Le Wiktionnaire

Introducing

• a Wiktionarian editing on content creation and languages of France: Lucas

• aWiktionarian focusing on structure, conventions and Bolivian languages: Noé

• a Wikipedian sometimes lost in the Wiktionary: myself (Benoît)
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A brief history of the French Wiktionary

I French Wiktionary started in 2004.

Important milestones

• 2006: Importation of the 8h dictionary of the Académie française (45.000 words)

• 2011: Importation of the Liré dictionary (132.000 words) during 4 years =>
many artifacts and mistakes. Fixing was ended January 2016.

• 2006-2009: Importation of Shtooka, 30.000+ audio recordings and still a lot to
process.
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Summary

Data

• Almost 3 million entries in almost 4.000 languages.

• 320.000 entries in French (1.500.000+ with flexions).¹

• Almost 300.000 illustrative quotations.²

A dictionary is not a database

• Wiktionary is inclusive, based on aestations.³

• Taking into account variations.⁴

• Providing a proper place for etymology.⁵

1. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Statistiques
2. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Statistiques-cita
3. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Critères d’acceptabilité des entrées
4. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Prononciation
5. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Étymologie
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Issues

Slow expansion

• Slow increasing of number of editors. About 40 per month during this last two
years.¹

• Difficulty to explain what we are and what we do exactly.

• Difficulty to impulse new ambitious dynamics because of lack of active people.

1. stats.wikimedia.org/wiktionary/EN/TablesWikipediaFR.htm
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Seeking for solutions

I How can we challenge these issues?

Roadmap

• French Wiktionarians get visible and create media: Noé talks about it.

• FrenchWiktionarians impulse projects and collaborations: Lucas talks about it.
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Hello world
Get social!

• Participation into local informal meeting with Wikipedians.

• Organization of the very unique Wiktionary monthly meetup!
• Since September 2015, every first Thursday of the month,
• at KoToPo, a cultural associative in Lyon (France),
• to meet new people, train beginners, share ideas.
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Online evolutions
Get dynamics!

• React to trendy words (ie uberize, bataclan) to be quoted by newspapers.

• Offer and be reactive on a page ”Wondering on words or meaning”.¹

• Interact on Twier with #Wiktionnaire + with people wondering about words.

• Publish videos on Youtube about etymology or Wiktionary uses.

1. https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Questions_sur_les_mots
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Actualités - Monthly news about Wiktionary

Get proud!

• Regular report to keep track of Wiktionary evo-
lution and diffuse milestones.

• 14 editions with shorts, statistics, dictionary of
the month, abstracts of scientific publications
about lexicography or lexical database online.

• Around 100 readers, 50+ followers.¹

• 40% are not Wiktionarians.

1. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Actualités
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Thinking about our own activity

Get critical!

• December 2015: First annual results¹
What have we done?

• January 2016: Wiktionarians skills²
What we know to do?

• February 2016: a poster to presentWiktionary
What is Wiktionary?

• April 2016-in progress: Visions ofWiktionary³
What Wiktionary may be?

Décrire tous les mots de toutes les langues dans toutes les langues.

Étymologies

rédaction encyclopédique

formes reconstruites

références

Catégoriescuriosités lexicales

lexiques thématiques

vocabulaires de spécialité

Thésaurus

synonymes/antonymesvocabulaire structuréchamps sémantiques

Annexes
expressions et dictonsconjugaisons

rimes

      Définitions enrichiescitationsillustrations
mots dérivés

Prononciations

explications phonétiques

indication de la variation

enregistrements audios

Mots

nouveaux

régionaux 

noms propres
        Discussions ouvertes

sur les mots

sur la structure

entre les contributeurs

Libre

modifiablegratuit ouvert

fr.wiktionary.org
1. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Actualités/Bilan/2015
2. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Compétences_des_contributeurs_du_Wiktionnaire
3. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Actualités/Enquête/Vision_d’utopie
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Public recognition

Get in touch!

• A post on Wiktionary in French Chapter blog
in May 2016.¹

• Uses of Wiktionary definitions in newspapers.

• Coverage of our activities in local media.

• Calls for collaborations.

1. https://blog.wikimedia.fr/lextraordinaire-odyssee-du-wiktionnaire-9105

France 3 tv

Lyon Plus newspaper
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Step 1: Sneak in
Geing part of local projects supported by Wikipedia and Commons

• Create thesaurus about gender and art during Art and Feminism.¹

• WikiFromage is an equivalent toWikiCheese project in French Wiktionary.²

I Contributors include Wiktionary in the first step of event organization.

1. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Thésaurus:identité_de_genre/français | 2. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Projet:WikiFromage
14 / 21

https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9saurus:identit%C3%A9_de_genre/fran%C3%A7ais
http://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Projet:WikiFromage


Situation Get visible Collaborations Wrap up

Edit-a-thon in Lyon Fine Art Museum
A local intrusion

• Contribution to Wiktionary on Renaissance terms.¹

• Create new entries and thesaurus.

• Improve etymology, add illustrations into French Wiktionary.

I Collateral improvement of Wikipedia articles and Commons categorization.

1. fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Projet:Coopération/Beaux-Arts_de_Lyon
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Step 2: Capture people aention

Growing-up

• Participation to a dozen conferences this past two year.¹

• With invitations from local and national institutions.

• Workshops to specific publics: free culture², librarian, lexicographers.

1. commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wiktionary_presentations_in_French

2. Pas sage en Seine conference is available online: numaparis.ubicast.tv/videos/wiktionnaire (50min)
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Step 3: Impulse projects
Langues de France: A national project to bring France regional languages online

• Structure a network of activists, linguists and associations.¹

• Alsacian Office of Culture and Language (OLCA): train to contribute on Ale-
manic and Frankich and help them to open their archives.

• Advise European Digital Language Diversity Project to write an article ‘‘How
to put a language on Internet?” (to appear)

• Lingua Libre: a web-based audio recorder tool to build a lexical archive.²

1. fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Langues_de_France | 2. lingualibre.fr
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Next Step?

We paved the way

• Share content with cross-project contributions.

• Share templates, languages codes, good practices,…

• Write a MOOC about ‘‘How to make your own dictionary
with Wiktionary”.

• Impulse a trans-Wiktionary edit-a-thon online.

• Set up a Wiktionary Convention.
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Conclusion

Wiktionary as the driver for change

• It is already useful as a dictionary and more (translation, rhymes, thesaurus,…).

• It can be used for every languages, including small undocumented ones.

• We can communicate and bring aention to the different uses of Wiktionary.

• We can improve and impulse ambitious projects.
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Q & A session

Thanks / Grazie / Merci

Acknowledgement

Thanks to our friends in Lyon for support. Thanks to Wikimédia France for funding.
Thanks to Equinox, Koavf, Pampu, JackPoe, Cqui, Automatik, Thibaut120094 and Otourly
for inspiring comments and proofread.
Pictures by Rémy Gerbet, Nathalie Martin, Xenophon75, Coyau or ours.

Critical issues for the future

• What will be the impact of Wiktionary on languages vitality?

• How can we dialogue with lexicographers and linguists?

• How can we share words and ideas with our fellow Wiktionarians?

Pirate Wiktionary meetup at 9pm today at the white tent.
(or later on French Wiktionary!)
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