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ARAKI, Sadao, et al

AFFIDAVIT OF ITAGAKI, Seishiro

I. DURING THE PERIOD AS STAFF OFFICER OF THE
KWANTUNG ARMY (1st May, 1929 - 30ta July, 1932)

l, I was appointed staff officer of the Kwantung
Army (Army Colonel) on 1lst May, 1929, the 4th Year of
Showa, and held that post until 30 July 1932, the 7th
Year of Showa, The Commender-in-Chief of the Kwantung
Army at the time of my above appointment was Lieut.Gen.
Eitaro Hata, At the time of the Manchurian Incident the
Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung Army was Lieut. Gen.
HONJO, Shigeru and the Chief of Staff was Major-Genersl
Miyake, Mitsuji.

My dutles were to received orders from the Chief
of Staff anc¢ to maintain contact between Steff officers
and manage the steff office, and also attand to liaison
business of the army.

As for the duties and privileges of the Commandcr-
in-Chief of the Kwantung Army, the Chief of Staff and
Staff officers, they are ruled in the Reguletions of the
Kwantung Army Headquarters (Court Exhibit No. 1415).

2. Generel situation in Manchuria bcfore the Man-
churian Incident, as follows:

(a) In China, since 1925, a movement for the re-
?ofery of alleged lost netional rights had becen started
and an*i-Japanese actions beceme inereasingly active. In
Megcbaria also there occurred vliolations of Japan's rights
and interests,  In June, 1,28, the 3rd Year of Showa, CHANG
Tsuo-lin was killed by a bomb and CHANG Hsueh-llang suc-
ceeded him, In the same year the CHANG Hsueh~llang regime
affiliated with the Nénking Government , cHanged . the
Mancﬁarian colour, ‘adopted the "blue sky and white sun"
ensign & letting influences of the Chinese Netionalist

Party penetrate into Menchuria,
£ SN

_- _

Nl

- __=-r i




e — — - . - - -

. .Ber. Doc. No. 2555

The anti-Japanese movement there was organized under the
direction of the Kuomingtang snd government offices and
it becamé very active and intense. The Japanese rights
in Manchuria were infringed and the Japanese nationals
were squeezed ' 'nfn the belt-like strip along the South
Manchurian Rallway. The extreme pressure against the
Korean imigrants, violence and oppression of the Japan-
ese and obstruction to communication, etc., were intensi-
fied and increased in number. In spite of the earnest
end sincere cooperative policy of Foreign Minister
Shidehara, no prospect for relaxation of the anti-
Japanese ectivities in China was in sight, and the sit-
uation was continuously aggravated. Just before the
outbreak of the Incident, several hundred questions werc
pending. '

(b) On the other hand, in the military field, CHANG
Hsueh-~liang, since taking office as the. Vice Commander
of the Kuomintang Army in the Fall of 1928, plamned to
strengthenand reorganize the army under his control, and
he increased the strength of the'standing army to two
hundred odd thousand, enlarged the scale of the Mukden
Arsenal, equipped the army with such mbdgrn arms as tanks
and airplanes and strengthened the system of discipline.
Thus he endeavoured to raise both the quality and the
quantity of his army, and as = result, as compared with
the Kwantung Army at that time, not only in its strength
but in its equipment, his army was far superior to it.

Since then the anti-Japanese sentiments grad-
ually influenaing the Chinese Troeps, they assumed a
contemptuous attitude toward the Japanese troops, boast-
ing of the superiority of the Chinese Army and the abund-
ance of their experiences of actual fighting through
enggging in yearly internsl wars, ana ths enti-Japanese

sentiments cof the cfficirs sud m=2n bBecans VEerY VLigoDLous.

A




Qef. Doc. No, 2555

' ‘Moreover, the disposition of the Chinese troops was changed

so as to encircle our garrison areas along the South Manch-

urian Railways and the Kwantung troops which had been

placed dispersedly, fell into a situation extremely danger-
ous from the military point of view, That is to say, that
while no more than ten odd thousand Kwantung troops, with
the inferior equipment and formation, had been stationed
dispersedly, still on peace time footing, in the area
almost one thousand kilometerlsg,ngalong the South Manchurian
Railway, they #ame to be placed under siege by the large
force of two hundggg?igﬁdchinese troops, equipped with
superior arms, burning with anti-Japanese sentiments, and

assuming 2 most provacative attitude.

23, WVWith the anti-Japanese situation increasingly
aggravated and the Chinese troops aflame with anti-Japan-
ese sentiments, a danger of collision between the Japanese
and Chinese armies had thus been gradually fermented. Theé
solution of the situation seemed extremely difficult un-
less either the Japanese or Chinese wculd concede or com-
promise, because the situation between Japan and China
at that time was the collision between the conflicting de-

mands, the recovery of China's alleged lost rights and

the maintenance of our rights and interests. But the Chines

had no intention at all to compromise and the situation was

that anti-Japanism by force of arms would be inevitable.
If we were to avoid it, there was no solution for us ex-

cept to abandon all the special rights and interest we had

in political, economic and military fields generelly. How-

ever such a thing as the wholessale abandonment of our righ

and interests was not only what our government coul!d not

undertake but zlso what the national nublic opininn wouaid

not permit. Therefore, as for the Kwantung Arny, lhisy trice

hard to avoid friction with the Chinese, sought ail msans

of appeasement, admonished our officers and men to be pabticn

and cautious, prohibiting any rash acts.
2= X3
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However, on the other hand, they were under the
necessity to working out an emergency counter-measure. in
case of collision between the Japanese and Chinese troops,
which micht happen by positive military actions on the part
of the Chirese. The Kwantung Army, in order to deal with
the pressing situation desired to increase 1ts strenzth,
change the disposition of its troopsy and replete 41ts
equipment, but this desire was not apvoroved by the central
authorities of the army. Tnercfere, the Rwantung Army
mapped out a plan with the then existing strength and
equipment, without getting assistance from the central
authorities since the previous year. They established a
plan of operations that in case of collision between the
Chinese and the Japanese troops, the Kwantung Army would
concentrate its main forces in the vicinity of Mukden and
deliver a heavy blow to the nucleus of the Chinese forces
in Mukden, and thus by sealing the fate of the enemy, would
settle the matter within a short period. They decided to
make- preparations necessary fcr education, treinirg, com-
munication, transportation ané cother things, In accordance
with the above pian, and to make uvp for the shertennings
of the fighting power by utilizing the material for mili-
tary operations, which could te found in Manchuria, to the
best possible advahtage.

Tt was a part of that plan that they set two heavy
guns_in the premises of the Mukden Inﬁependent Garrison
Barracks in Muxden. These guns were those which became
needless as the result of scaling dcwn of the fortiricaticns
at Port Arthur, and were appropriated. It was a natoral
step to make up the shortage of the fighting power, and it
was in order not to stimulate the Chinese 1n thie Lecace
time that they concealed the setting up of those guns,
Commander-in-Chief Honjo, who had taken the post and or--
rived in August 1931, actually witnessed repeaved orcul-
ances of incidents due to the intensification of anti-

-4 -
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. Japanese feeling, especlally such serious cases ag killing
Captain NAKAMURA, Wanpszoshan Incident, and disturbances
staged against the troops guarding railways in various
places and on their practice maneuvers, read out the mount-
ing tension of the sitﬁation. Then he strictly warned the
officers and enlisted men against any rash act, but at the
same time instructed them to the execution of their duties.

positively and decldedly once emergency arose.

4. I was accompanying Commander-in-cpief Honjo on
his informal inspection trips of the troops under his
command, and finished the trips with the inspection of
the troops located at Liaoy'spn on 18 September, 1931 (6th
Year of Shﬁwa). On the same day Commander-in-Chief Honjo
;. was informed by the Chief of Staff Miyake that Major Gen-

cral Tategawa, the Chief of thd First Department of the
General Staff Office, was coming to Mukdrn; and Miyake
requested him to send eit her ISHIWARA or me, staff officers,
to Muyden to meet the Major General. Assuming that the
matter would probably be in connection with the terms of

negotiation on the case of NEKAMURA, Shintsro, Commander-

in Chief Honjo ordered me to go to Xukden, Accorcingly, I
went to Mukden from Lizoysn Toward evening that day,

I Major General TATEKAWA arrived, and I greeted and din-g

' with him. The Major General, seying thas having left Tckyo
? in a hurry he missed the Special train ard was unable to

] take sufficient rest in the crowded coach, and he was worn

out. Since he was scheduled to stay there for a2 fevw Aays,
he did not incline to mention his business immediateliy,
except a few words to the effect thsot the superiors were

worrying about the careless and unscruplens couduct of {he

5

young officers. I answered thel there was no need cof

. e

worrying if it was the pusiness, and remarked that I wonld
hear him at leisvure the next Gay, because he seamcd ti-od
out. Then we clos=d the talk, and I took leave to roiisn

to my billet,
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5. On my way to the billet after taking leave of
"Major General TATEGAWA, as I was concerned with the case
of NAKAMURA, Shintarc, I went to the Special Service
Section of Mukden in order to get further information
1% about it, but as there was no _urther news I chatted for
a while with the staffs. Just as I was going to return
ta my billet there wes "a> telephone from the garrlson
troops,! -., calling the Special Service Secticn and re-

ported the case cf blasting up the raZivay 1Anesat LiN o )

Chisokou. By several following contacts by telephone, I

j understood that just after 10:00 P.M. Chinese troops blast-

| ed the rail line of the South Manchurian Railway at the 7l
wostern side of Peitaying; north of Mukden, and the
patraling scouts of the company of Hushihtai received
shots from the enemy 1lying in ambush. Upon recelving the
information the company of Hushihtai hurriedly went te

their rescue, colllded and engaged in a hattle with Chinese

L - - — - ——— g - —

troops. Although they had occupled a corner of Peitaying

in spite nf <the encry's resis*ince, with the eneny in-
| ereasineg machine guns and infantry guns, the gciapany was

hard piessed. ITON the report -f the railway goerd it

1

was clezr that the incident was nou & mELE ihfringement
upon rights and j2,terests in the shupe of blasting the
railway, but a planned challenge of the Chincse Regular
Army ageinst the Japanese Army; end 1t was judged tnat the
Seventh Brikgade of Peltaying was in action agalnst us.

Therefore, I keenly felt the risk was so close that 1f we

hesitated a moment the leased territories atﬁached to the

~ South Manchurian Reilway and the Japanase tI'OOPS would Le

encircled and attacked by the Chinese Army in Mukdern.

At that moment Lientenant Coloncl SHIMANOTO and
Colonel HIRATA sent the word to the Commanﬁer-innUh?eE

and othgrS'through.the Special Service Yection ol Muirdenl.

i
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SHIMAMOTO, the Second Battalion Commander of the Inde- |
pendent Infantry Garrison, stated that he would immediat-
ely go to rescue with all his troops the Hushihtai Company, .
which was in a desperate battle at a corner of Peitaying, |
{ and HIRATA, the 29th Regimental Commander, who hed been ‘ r
| informed of the situation, declared that he, as the Com- |
mander of the Garrison made up his mind to cooperate with
SHIMAMOTO's Battalion b& attacking the Mukden Wall with |
all the power under his command. :.

who
In the capacity of a Staff officer/happened to

i be present there,l accepted their determinations and took
steps to report to the Commander-in-Chief that the In-

| dependence Garrison would fight it out with the enemy {
at Peitaying and the 29th Regiment against the enemy with-

in Mukden. The reason why I accepted was:

(1) the determination of the above commanders were

- e

ebsolutely necessary, in the line with the plan of oper- /

~

ations of the army in case of emergency, not only for the I's

|

'r

j self-defense of the troops in Mukden, but also for the
a

benefit of the activities of the main force of the army;

(11) I thought it was necessary to give these Com- N

menders #ssurance in teking 2 ctions according to their i

determinations by my acknowledgment, since I as a staff

officer was fully conversant vilh the intenticns of the T

Commander-in-Chief previously.

When I reported the details of the above steps
to the Commander-in-Chief Honjo as the headquarters qf
the Kwantung Army moved to Mdeen'on 19 September, he
approved the steps as.they completely coincided with his
intenticns,

€. On the night of 18th Scptember we 1nforméd the
Consulate-General of Mukden by telepheone of the outhresk
of the incfaent and of the acticns taken by the army, snd
asking Consul MORISHIMA to come up to the Srecial Service

office we explained the circumstances in detail and asked

for his cooperation.
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I also talked about the matter with Consul-General HAYASHI

several times by telephone. Consul-General HAYASHI said
that, as Japan and China had not yect formally entered the
war, and as the Chinese, through consultant CHAO, Hsin-po,
had announced their adoption of the principle of non-resist-
ance he hoped that the army would arrsnge the matter so it
could be dealt with through diplomatic agents, putting an
end to the military actions on the part of Japan at that
time., In reply to his assertion, I explained the following
That 1is to say.
the Incident this time was different from those o f the

in detail and asked his ‘reconsideration.

predecessors, because the regular army of thc Chinese had
challenged the Japanese armys; the fighting between the
Chinese and the Japanese was alresdy under way, and it
was impossible for the present to separate them.

Anyway, unless the present military actions would
be settled it was practically impossible to place the case
to the diplomatic negotiations. Thouth the Chinese were
saying that thc Chinese were completeling abiding by 'the
principle of non-resistsnce, according vo the report from
the frontier, they werc attacking at Hushihtai, causing
dead and injured, I could not Imagine that CHiU Hsin-po
would be able to arrange a cease~fire agrecment on his
own responsibility, brcause he was a mere civil official,
having no influence in military affairs, Parcicularly what
had to be considered was that it could not be known whether
it might not prove to be the enemy's habitual trick in
order that they might rearrange the situeticn by gaining

time, making the actions of the Japancse army delcved and

relaxed. I told him we hed to be careful, that the condi-
tion was of such a grave nature that it perniitted no hesi-
tation. I, also, pointed out ithat ike realizabion of
Consul-Ceneral HAYASHI's contention 1ias prgctical;y L

possible in the light of then aciuair situatllons,

- 18 -
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Yhe battle around Mukden terminated on the 19th
September, ﬁowever, as all the Chinese functionaries who
were holding important posts of the city administration
had fled, the police, communications, znd the banking
services all cams to'a stendstill. All the citizens closed
their doors and the city became utteriy chaotic., The con-
vie®s camo out of the prison and ren rampant on the streets,
Thus the situation became so bad that we could not leave it
that way even for a moment, in the i.teiosts of public
safety. In view of the above circumstances, and zlso to
cope with the earnest desire of the citizens, the army
commnander Honjo, for the »urpose of maintaining public safc-
ty, promulgated immediately an emergency municipal adminis-
tration and appoilnted Colonel DOHIHARA as tie temporeary
Mayor., The Kwantung Army had no intention of instituting
a military administration. They did not admit any other
eoldier than Colonel DOHIHARA to take part in the 2dminis-
tration and appart from a few Japanese advisors, the greater
part of the functionaries were Chinese nationals, Thus its
purpose was to maintain the public pcace as a temporary
measure with the arrangement that whenever s qualified
Chinese was available the power of administration should
immediately be transferred to him.

Colonel DOHIHARA served only one month as tempor-
ary Mayor, end on the 20th October Mr. CHAO Hsin-po became

Mayor and almost all of the advisors were removed.,

=
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8+ Commander-in-Chief Honjo had becn too cautious to
disclose any of his political opinions during the course
«f the hostlilities of the Manchurian Incident,

However, when the independence declarstion of each
province of Menchurlz as well as of some influential personc
therein crested a general tendency throughout Manchuria that
the establiisrtment of a new state was inevitsole, he made
public, at the end of October 1931 at Kwantung Army Hcad-
quarters, the fellowing imnorteint statement:

In view of thc fect Lhat the Sino-Japanese conflict
which hed existed before the Manchurian Incident led itself
to the present regrettable all out clash between thne two
countries, we must make certain that en unforitnnateiacident®
af thies neture shonld never happen again. In order to do
so, we must devise messures with which to settle the in-
cidcent to the complete setisfection of both countries. The
first step toward meterialization of this mcesure would be
to pay high regard to the expressed dbsiré of the whole
Manchurian prcoplie.

The ehti-J?panese movement which hod been conductecd
beforg the present incident contributed to crcating anong
the Chinese penple an anti-Japanese sentiment, which finally
developed into a bitter feeling of enmity.

This feeling seems to heve been eliminated now, Lit
we must go 2 step further to completely wipe it out from
their mind by enhancing the spirit of racisl harmony to sucl
extent that the peoplec of both countries feel no raciel dlc-
crimination among them,

So long es Japan maintains her special rights and
interests in Manchuria, it cennot help causing e sense of
unequality and 2 scnse of being oppressed among the Manchur-
i~rn people, ng_matter how legelly right the Jepen'c rignis
and interests; firom the viewpoint of international low, way

b
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“Therefore, Japan should voluntarily give up her rights and
‘-tnterests there, renounce her speciel right of extratgrritor-
jelity and should return Port Arthur and Deairen to Manchuria,
if, by doing so, the releations between the o countries can |
attein such standard as where the interests of both countries
beceme identical end where the sense of racinl discrimination
- no lsnger exists.

gince the Japanese and the lenchurian people are the
elements constituting the state of Menchuria, based on the
equal footing without raciel discrimination, Japanese should
abandon all of thelr supefior complex and the sense of speciel
rights over thet erea. They mu.st realize thaet they stand on
an equal footing with the Manclurian people in constituting
this new stete whether as government officiels or civilians.
I suggest that those who serve the new country es government
officisls should have such deternination as to naturaslize
themselves to that country.

Maladministretion of Cheng Hsuellang was the cause
of hatred, not only ~f the govermmenktal authorities of Japan
and Manchuria, but also of pll'of the thirty million Manchur-
ian populace. Chang Hsuelizng's failure with the Manchurien
pecple l2y in his adopiion of so..¢ party policy. One thing
Manchuria should be most careful about in the future is to
respect the will of the people by rejecting the return of

Chang Hsueliang and his party.

Restoration of imperial regime in Manchuria would Dbe
an act of anachronism, furthermore, it is apt to give birth
to an evil cause which.will deprive Manchuvia forever of her
possible opportunity of harmonizing with China in the future.
Fven if Mr. Henry Pu vi were to become the head of the new

state in compllance with the request of thirty million Marichur-

-

W

ian people, there must be a clear distinction between nis &

sumption as head of the state and the restoration of imperaal

regime. >

- 11 -
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movement of a race frceing itself from the nation to which

Independence of the new state is the result of =&

-1t belonged, and so it is not in any wey violating any treesty.
2 Those influential Manchurian people of the present should be
fully responsible to the people of Manchuria.

It is feared that the independence of 2 new state
mey overshadow the path to cooperation between China and Japan,
but at the same time, it is possible that the new state, by
administering good rule, can work as a tie for China-Japan
collaboration in the future, and we must hope that this should
be the case with the coming new state.

WVhat everything depends upon is godd administration

and the welfare of the people. The misgoverning in the pest,
administered by the former military clique should of course
be improved. First of all, the heavy extortion of tax should
elthcr be abolished or slleviated. All laws purporting to be
Jf anti-Jdnpannse should immcdistely be abolished.
The Kwantung Army should be indifferent to 2ll politi-

N cal affeirs of Menchuria., It should lerve all the administra-
tive matters of the new sltate to the independent 2nd autonomous
rcgime of the Manchurizn people, end should solely limits its

action, ~s its guiding principle, to assisting the maintenance

of law end ordecr. However, the netionel defense should be a
problem for the joint strength of Japan and the new stete,

and, for the time being, the Kwantung Army should eppoint it-

— = — il -

self to this task,

f The Kwantung Army must convince, and gain!ébsolute

: confidence of the Manchurian people as being their friend. So
far, the Japancse governmert geave us those prohibitive instruct-
ions only, such es prohibiting us from participeting in politi-
cal and sdministretive matters, or instructing us to avoid
restoration of Imperiel rcgime, end no definite indication as

to the future policy of the Kwantung Army has been shown by them.

IR B — ——— - L —
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" We presume it is only natural under the circumstences. What
we should de at this juncture is, while devoting our undivided

attention to our primery duty as an army, we must make clese

observation upon the future relation between Manchuria and
Japan in order to be able to report the true aspcect of the
situation to the central government, and, at the seme time,
should be determined not to interfere with their politicel
movement which is intended to represent the unanimous de-
sire of thirty million Manchurian people of immediately
'saving the present situation of turmoil. While we should
not be reluctent in giving assistence within our power to
the Msnc!mrian people whenever esked for it, we must not ™

foerce ourselves upon them,

9., I had been taking every opportunity to telk with
the Chinese leading authorities snd powerful civilians tg
ascertain their views, so that I could report them to the

Militery Cemmander,

I learned that among those personages there pre-

¢

vailed, as a common sentimant, a stréng feeling of

. g ...
e ety b R e
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animosif& against CHANG Hsﬁe-Liang, a dislike of the
Koumintang pclitics, and, consequently, the observance

of the principle of the "Hokyo Anmin"(the border security
and the peace for people), that is to say, ardent desire
for independence of Manchuria. Mr. LO Chen-yu, the
authoritative person of the faction of the Restoration,
came from Lushun (Port Arthur) to see me at the Headquarters
of the Kwantung Army, at Mukden, on the 23rd Septecmber,
immedlately after the incident. He told me then that the
faction for the Restoration wished to cell the Emperor
HSUAN Tung to Manchuria, He then went to see HSI Chia in
Kirin where he met CHANG Hal-pcng at Teonan, and came
back again to Mukden on the 26th September. He then told
me that at Kirin, CHANG Hai-peng who was preparing for

the independent movement was cdesirous of welcoming the
Emperor HSUAN Tung to Kirii, ard of the firm decision of
General CHANG Hai-peng fer independzpce and his intention
to support the Emperor 4YSUAN Tuicg. Mr. YU Chung-han had
an .interview with army commander Honjo on the 3rd, November,
and suggested to him the nccessity of egstablishing a new
state on the basis of his cherished principle of the
"Border security and the peace for the people," Vithin

a short time after the incident, in many provinces and
districts, independence was declared. At that time we got
information to the effect that the movements of establishing
an independent state were gradually growing among the
principal political leaders in various distriects, since
the general tendency in the provinces of Mukden, Kirin and
Hellungkiang had been settled, by the entry of the Japanese
army into Tsitsihar in the middle of November of the 6th
Year of Showa (1931). So I successively interviewed, by
order of the army comméﬂder, during the period from the
latter part of November to the middle of Deeember, the
political leaders of the various districts who were the sup-

porters of independence.,

"
]
'
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Among them: Mr, CHANG, Ching-hui at Harbin

Mr, MA Chen-shan at Hailun

Messrs HST Chia and HSEH Chief-shin at Kirin

Messrs TSANG Shih-1 and YUAN Chin-kin at Mukden
I thus met with the leaders of independent states and heard
their opinions about the problem of establishing 2 new
State. They were, without exception, against the return
of the CHANG Hsueh-~liang regime to Manchuria, and they
did not want the Nangking Government in Manchuria, as they
hated the politics of the Kuomintang. Their common and
earnest desire weg§ to take active steps to esteblish an
independent state, on the basis of the principle of "border
security and the peace for people", They earnestly and
frankly told me that, for the construction of & new state,
the support of Japan was absolutely necessary, that for
the time being the defense must be assumed by Japan, and
fhat the new state required general modern knowledges for
which they would depend upon Japanese ald, and that in
order to realize the fruit of cooperation, the Japanese
and Chinese should stand on egnal froting. There were
some differences of opinion among them about the question
of its polity and sovereignty. Such well known personages
of the Restoration faction as HSE Chia, Governor of the
Province of Kirin; and HSEH Chieh-shih, both of the Kirin
faction, strongly advocated calling in Mr. PU YI as the
soverelgn, after making Manchuria an independent state,
rather than per$§istently sticking to a mere theory of rest-
oration itself, TSANG‘Shih-i, Governor of the province of
Mukden, and YUANG Chin-kai, both of the Mukden faction,

were strongly opposed to the maledministration of CHANG

Hsueh--lilang, and though they were advocators of the principle

of the 'border security and the peace for the people', they

did not agree to the monarchical restoration. They desired

an independent sféte-with.a republican regime, As to the

sovereign, however, they werc of the opinion that they would

agree to install Mr. PU YI as the President, rather than
S

B e e e e S R




e T —— '._.','_=:"‘_'-1"_""'-; > -~

QGI‘. Doc. No, 2555

-'*to declde the ruler by election., MaA Chan~-shan of the
Province of Hellunghiang was not the Governor or the Pro-
vince at that time, but he wes a man of real worth possess-
ing his own troops, It was said thet regarding the questf
ion of establishing '# ndw state he Would yield entirely
to the opinion of CHANG Ching-hui who, having almost the

e e s T - ———

Same view with the men of Mukden faction, was against the
Restoration, but was in favour of an independent state in
the republican system. Al1 the Mongolian princes were
of the same opinion as the Kirin facticn, Accordingly,
the authoritative persons of the Mukden and Kirin factions
were in the position to dominate the general trend of the
affairs es to the questions of polity and sovereignty,

It was clear that all the political leaders of
the various districts unanimously aereed on the formation
of an independent State. This “w2S malnly due, I found out,
to the peculisr Zeographical ari historical position of the
"East Four Provineces", arngd especla Ly to the fact that the
"East Four Provinces" had heretofore often declared them-
selves independent, and that by the Japanese declaration of
non~-occupation of Ianchuria the unsatisfied political leaders
who were indicnant with CHANG Hsueh-liang over his maladmin-
1stration, came to the surface of the political scene, and
moved by political aspiration desired to eternaliy solidify
their position, rejecting the CHANG's return to Manchuria,

I made a detailed report to the Military Commznder Honjo

about the matters above related,

9. I, having been called by telegram from the Central
authority and couprehending the designs of the army commander
Honjo, left Mukden for Tokyo on the 4th day of January ¥th
Year of Showa (1932): Presenting myself at the Military

Headquarters and Ver Ministry, I made reports as follows:

~16-




DEf- Doc. No. 2555

(1) That the general fendency of Manchuria was to-
ward an 1ndépendent State. After having assiduously
sounded the prominentrwautheritative persons and_Eegﬂpf
real worth in the outside of official circle, I c:ﬁid af-
firm thét'they were aliuéarnestly advocating the cféation
of an independent State, a2nd thst the general public, too,
were against, not only the return of CHANG Hsueh-liang's
regime te Manchuria, but also against the advance of Kuam-
intang Government to Manchuria.

(11) That the Kwantung Army was entirely sbsorbed
in the maintencance of the public peace, and that it placed
no limit on the political desires of the native people;
(1i1) *hat if the matter shouvld go as it was, an
independent State would undoubtedly be formed, so that the
Japanese Government should be well prepared to meet the
situation;

(iv) That the Commande: Honjo was of the opinion that
there remained no other way than - adort the theory of an
independent State, in view of the general trend of the sit-
uation at that time."

Then the "'ar l7inister ARAKI told me that though
the Government policy was not decided yet, as the new
cabinet had just been constructed, his principle was to
observe the actual situation on the spot, but as to the
1ssue of the indernendence of the State he did not interfere
one way or the other. During my stay in Tokyo I explained
in detail the new conditions in Manchuria and the Central

authorities well understood regarding the actual situation.

“oming back to Mukden, I submitted my report to the
Commander Honjo, concerning the above lisison affair with

the Central authorities.

- 37w
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18, By order of Commender Honjo I had an interview
with Mr, ‘PU YI in Pert-&rthur on January 29, 1932 (7th
Year of Showa). An enthusiastic desire for the creation
of an independent State had become extremely strong among
the powefful as well as the general public of Manchuria
at that time and the tendency of forming such a ncw State,
apart from the Restoration movement reached its high pitch
with the probability of heving Mr. PU YI, the ex-Emperor
of HSUAN Tung who hes a close connection with Manchuria,
as the sovereign of the new Staﬁe.

So Commander Honjo ordered me to meet officially
with Mr. PU YI and ascertain his intention regarding this
matter, I first gave Mr. PU YI a gcneral informetion con-
cerning the establishing a new state, and then asked his
opinion about it, Mr. PU YI was already aware of the trend
in Manchuria for the esteblishment of a new State through
the information he had obtai.:ed from various sources. He
declared that it was of gr . at necessiviy to esteblish a ncw
independent State in Menchuria, seceding from China, and to
have a2 good administration for the sale of the 30,000,000
inhabitants there, in close cooperation with Jepan. He
also stated that he had the intention to accept'the sover-
elgnty of the new State, He also iﬁsisted upcn the Restor-
ation and the conversation lasted for several hours. The
main reasons were as follows:

(1) The courteous trestments and conditions afforded

to the CHING Family did not abolish the title

of "Emperor", 9o he was still an Emperor.

Consequently, he could not accept any post
which did not carry this title;

(2) The cultural level of the people of Manchuria

being low, the Imperial Rule was necessary;

(3) As tc the syfem of the Izperial Rule, a
general cabinet had to be established, in

- 18 =
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subordination to a political organ under
the direct control of the Emperor who shall
\ decide himself all the state affairs.

I wondered whether the real intention of Mr, PU YI

, was to decliné to accept the sovereignty of a new state”™

Q 1f the State was not formed sccording to the principle of
| the lMonarchial Restoration, or whether he would accept
the offer to be the head of a new state any way. However,

as phe interview lasted pretty leng already, I took my

{g leave, and in another room I met CHENG Chui, the son of

CHENG Hsieo-hsu, whom I asked if Mr, PU YI had an ides

L to refuse to become the head of a new State., He was very

; much astonished at that and said that could not be So; on i
| i the contrary he thoroughly understood the present day J
political situation, and was ready to accept thé offer to

IH become thehead of a new State. He further explained to me

that, though he did not knowu the true meaning of Mr., PU YI's

* talk to me, he thought that it must have been, perhaps, a

'} simple expression of his desire before accepting the )

office. Then I asked him if I could construe the attitude

r of Mr. PU YI, as meaning he would agree to become the head
: of the new State, and if I could make report to Commander
i _ Honjo to that effect, He said "Yes". Then I left Part
Authur for Mukden, and submitted my report *o the Commander
Honjo.

The object of my interviews with Mr. PU YI was not _
to persuade him to become the head of the new State, but i

merely to learn his intention. I had absolutely no notion

whatever or acted in such a way as to coerce or intimidate ]

Mr., PU YI, or to cause his advisor CHENG Chui to make Mr.

PU YI agree to become head of the new State,

Later on, on the 21st of February LO Chen-yu and

- 1M0=




— - f
i e T e, il o L S — - - - i — SS— I

*'—.
- - =

.Defu Doc« NoO. 2555

his son came to sece me at the Headquarters of the Kwantung
Army, saying that they were sent by the Emperor PU YI.

They said that the Emperor was sti1l contending for the
Imperial Rule of the new State. However, aEMEhat_time time
North-East Adninies#étion Committee had already dissued,
on the 18th of February, the Declaration of Independence,
and decided on the 19th that they should estsblish repub-
1ican State and that Mr, PU YI, the ex-Emperor HSUAN Tung

be requested to accept the administratorship. |

We, therefore, considered that this move of LO Chen-
yu was due to the lack of adequate knowledge on the part ]
of Mir. PU YI of the atmosphere of the North-East Adminis- |
tration Committee. So we saw the necessity of directly .
communicating to Mr. PU YI the actual situation of  the
North-East Administration Committee, and by order of Com-

' mander Honjo I took the night train that day for Port

- -

Arthur. On the next day, the 22nd, I met Mr. PU YI and 1

_—

conveyed to him that information, r. P YI understood ;

5 the circumstances, was already acquainted with the decision

taken by the North-East Administration Committee, and ex-

pressed his approval. Mr. PU YI, who had insisted, at our
first interview, on February 29, on the Imperial fule for
the new State as his doctrine, end who later indicated te
us through his chief retainer LO Chen- yu, that his inten-
tion was unaltered, gladly adopted, nevertheless, the decls-
jon of the North-East Administration Committec, immediately
upon being explained the details of that decision. He also
gladly accepted the decision of the North-East Administration
Committee in regard to the title of the State, the national
' | flad, the site of Metropolis and the name of era. In the
midst of our telk I had a telephone call from the Commander

Honjo and reported'the progress of our interview to him,

{ re
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The incident of the 18th September was a pure

; accident and I definitely state that the Kwantung Army

SN

and the installation of Mr. PU YI, I state they were
carried out by thc naturally created enthusiasm of the
native people, and there was no so-calied puppet state

or puppet administrator created by the schemes or threats

of the Japanese Government, or of the Kwantung Army.

The allegation by the pfosecution that I and a
few other staff afficers schemed and acted arbitrarily
without following the desires of the Commaﬁder-in—Chief,
General Honjo, 1s a fabrication and as far as I am
concerned, I affirm, there is not an iota of truth in

it.,
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IT. MY SECOND PERIOD OF SERVICE IN THE KWANTUNG ARMY.
(August 1, 1932 =~ 1 Merch 1937)
1, I was attached to the Kwantung prmy's Heedquarters
(Chief of the Military Intelligence Corps at Mukden - =~
1 August 1932 - June 1933), to the Generel Staff (on a
inspection tour in Europe - June 1933), to the Kwantung
Army's Headquarters (Supreme advisor of the Military Admine
| istration Department of Manchukuo - 1 August 1934~ 10 Dec,
- 1934) and then was assigned to the position of the Vice
Chief Staff Officer of the Kwantung frmy (concurrently
of ean Attabkhe to the Embassy 10 December 1934 -~ 21 March
1936)‘and of the Chief Staff Officer of the Kwantung ATrmy
(concurrently of a member of the Jepan-Menchurian Joint
Beonomic Committee, 21 March 1936 - 1 lerch 1937).
5. The following wes the situation about 1934 or 193%:
,.' (2} Aftor %the truce at Tingka, CONLLRUOLE ot forts

| were made by Chinese and Japanese well informed circles to

alleviate the tension between the two nations and to erad-

jcate the ceuses of future evils. consequently, traffic '

was opened end mail system esteblished between the two

nations after September 1934, Forelgn Minister HIROTA mace

a speech’on-the two nations rapproachment bcfore the Diet

ﬁh- iy

in January, to which replies were made by CHANG Kai-Shek
| and WANG Chiao Ming and finally, in June, &n Amity Law was

was promulgated,

(b) In view of the Chinese Communist Army's northwar-.

expansion with the aims to intensifying the strain between
Japan and China, the Chinese Government issued an oraer o0

exterminete that ﬂrmy“(be:n:ry'JFES), gesigping I Lhsun-

Chung at the hzad of the expeditlonary army (Juns 1S33)
The Chinese communist army, nevertheless, broke llhrougiv wie
| Kwantung Army and was dpawing ncaf the Mougolian Regloun,

'1 . (e) 7The U.S.S.R. persisted in sccusing Japan c. reLng
imperialistic and aggressive, It was double tracking tle

Siberian Railway end procceding with fortification of the

For East for tiilitary bases.

N
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* The strength of the U.S.S.R. was four times 2s large as

that of the Kwantung Army and was being still further in-
creased, |

(d) Armed communists end bandits in Manchuria wére
much curbed by the Japanese and Manchurian expeditionary
forces, though not entirely suppresscd,

(e) Some Jepenese andeanchurian notebles were begin-
ning to advocate thet Japan should abolish her extraterritor=-
iality in Manchurie.

Judging from the siturstion stated above, the prin-
clple of co-prosperity acdvoecated by Japan and Manchuria
should succced in forcing out the progfam of the communist
strength., _

Japan, Manchuria and China would be 2ble to pursue
the way of prosperity in peace.

Whereas, the three nations would be thrown into
the guagmi;e of war and revolt, if co-prosperity should not
be reelized and the situation should develop in favor of
the communists, The above prospect became 211 the nmore
probabtle after the commintern, hclding a general mneeting
at Moscow in July 1935, passed a resolution to concentrate
on efforts to overthrowing Jepan and accomplishing world
revolution. The Chincse communist pacty issued a proclamat-
ion on the basis of the said resolution, to substitute the
principle of "resist Japan and save the nation movement! for
that of "Bolshevize and save the nation moverent!", and also
wes lirestening.-to résort to Lhe %a2%5ics n® the anti-=Jananesc
united front end announced its resolution to put these piro-

grrms 1nto action.

3. The consensus of opinion of the Kwaniuwag frmy's
Headquarters under the commznder and the ~hie® of *ho
General Staff was that fﬁe basic policies Lo be adopted

by Jepan and Menchuria should be as follows:
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(a) Strengthening the ability by real ability:

1. Construction of co-prosperity society.

2., Financial construction centering around
improving the national wealth and enrich-
ing_the national resources.

3. Securing the national defensive power
enough to.ensure peace and order, egnd in
an emergciiiy strong enough to check any
enemy invasicn.

4, Estnblirhi-~ internctional friendship by
diprlometic meens. A _

(h) Tiding over tic impchding crisis through the
above measurcs,
| (c) The recal: :'"icn of hermonions co~operation of the

races in Manchuria,

-

4., While I was Chief of the General Staff of the'Kwantun
Army, Manchukuo had many persons of broad views and high per-
sonality. As for me, I trusted and co-nnersted with them in
their pollcy Zn eccordance with the subhorities,

In June, 1936, the first aboiishment of the exira-
territoriality toox rlece. Since the outbreak of the Man-
churian incident I had favoured this. So, &lso, in consider=-
etion of the tren? nientioned above, I triecd to 2id the work
of the concerncd Yapenese and Munchurian personnages and to
facilitate its meterialization,

I assisted concerning the personal affairs of the
Japanese officials in the service of the Mfanchurian Govern-

ment, in accordence with the order of the Commander of the
arny. I had nothing to do with the internel personal admin-

istration and the personal affairs of Manchurian officials,

The Kwanturg Army did not coereg the Manchur-
' 0
lan Government in its selection or rejection/its officials.

5 Implementing the national defense against the U.S.S.R,

s Was the basic duty of the Kwantung Army and the basic principl
ol |
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thercof was esteblished at the time of Chief of Staff
NISHIO, whom I succeeded as Chief of Stai?, The program
established by the Kwantung Army, however, was bzaced, of
course, upon the instruction of the CGensral &%a’f znd was
of purely defensive nature*yi?h tne ovjzev of providing
for the emergency'which.woulz;precipitafed by an atlack

by the U.S.S.,R. I never mode ony aggresaive wer plan,

much less one for aggressive war against the Soviet,

6. There were many Mongolians in the interior of
Menchuria and thelr living places were found cven along
the rallway between Chanchun and Dciren. Accordingly the
trends in the outer and inner longels involved snarp re-
purcussion on the Mongolians.living in Manchuliuoy; of the
domestic prece and of the defense cf Menchuiizuc,

Accordingly the vantunglﬁrmy and Manchukuo alws
hed a specisl interest in Outer and‘Inner lMongolia.

Inner Mongella was ascigned as & region in charge
of the Kwantung Arny for colliecting informaticn concerning
the U.S.S5.R. and Mongolia, and it was under this assign-
ment that the Kwantung Army colliected informsiion in
Inner Mongollia neer the frontier line beiween Mancnuria
- and Mongolia, :

The influence of the northward expansion of the
Chinese communist army and the foundation of Manchukuo and
other factors combined to give rise to Inner lMongoliian's
voluntery riovenment for uniting all liongolians under the
banner of co-prosperity. In this connection Japan and

Manchukuo hoped for its healthy growth from the angle of

defense ageinst the U.S.S.R. end pfevention of the sprear
of Bolchevisim, but the Kwantung Army did not seek to in-
duce or suvport the movement, so far as I know,

The Kwantung Army, from the viewpoint of defense
against the U.S.S.R., was interested in the North China

-
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problem to secure peace in the rear in case of emergency,
but even that interest was diverted to concentrate on the
defense of the northefn and internal fortification towarcd
December.. Accordingly, it is by no means a fact that the

Kwantung Army sent troops to the North China.

ITI. IN MY DAYS AS THE COMMANDER OF THE FIFTH DIVISION
(Between 1 March 1537 = 3 Jurne, 1938)

l, On 1 March, 1937, I was personally transferred
from the position of the Chief of 3Ttaff of the Kwa:itung
Army to Hiroshimo, in Japan, as Commander of the Fiftn
Division. At that time, the 5th Dlvision was a dilvislon
on pea.e footing and I, The Gdivisional commander, was in
charge of controciling all my subordinate un;ts and respon-
sible for the military preparation, within my jurisdiction.,
Regarding othér'mettérs, however, I ﬁes not in a position
to staté my 6pinion with any suthority nor to give any
adviée. .

2, When so-called the Lukouchiao Incident occurred.
on 7 July, 1937, I was, as usual, on duty at the Headquartc
of the 5th Division in Hiroshima. I learned about the
incident by reading about it in the newspapers of thé
following morning. I did not consider it was serious, as
I believed that it wes only a trouble that an expeditionary
unit usuelly has, and that the incident would soon be set-
tled on the spot. I did not dream that this incident would

develop into such a great affair ses the China-Japanese
Incident. Knowing that the Japanese policy at that time
was localizetion and the settlement on-:the spot, I expecteq
‘that it would be so settied,

3. However, the hegatiatiﬁn between Japonese arnd
Chinese armies on the spet, which was badted on the Jaﬁanes,
policy of localizailorn wes-taelflevinel. De2spite a hope f-
such settlement} owing To uue d%fldnﬁ attiﬁﬁde of the Shir
the‘situation becu;e‘aﬁthing buﬁ'reéssuring.

r,ll
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In this situation,. on 27 July, an emergency mobili-
zation order was issued to the Fifth Division., On 2 August
of the sane yeer, the emergency mobilizetion had beem com-
pleted. The first and second trains left the Ujine Harbour
on 3rd and 7th of fugust, respectively.. After passing Kores
and South Manchuris by raillrozd, they reached Pelping and
then particinated in varions btattles in North China., At the
end of May, 1938, on ordcr from Tokyoy, I left the position
of the Cormencder of the Fifsh Li- s.on and was en route o
Tokyo,

4. In Deccember, 193?, the main force of our Fifth
Divicion was con:?ntrn:ing in the d_rection of Paoting fro
Shansi, Vhen I wos in Paoiling, or 17 December of the same
year, I hearc of the formzl eniry Znto Nauiiing of the Japan-
ese Army despatched to Cerntral Ciina, but I had no knowledge
of or responsibility concerning the so-cslled "Nanking
Incident",

5. As Commender of the Fifth Division, I only did ny
duty in accordence with the orcor of my superior Communder -
thg Army Commander, In the control and command of ‘the sub-
ordinate units, I paid special attention to the establishment
of stern military ¢il:einiine. Above all, I warned my men
against any misbechaviour toward the resldents. If a soldier
did anything wrong, he would have been punished according
to militery law. In addition to such punishment, both the
cormander of the unit to which that soldier belonged and
the responsible persons for the control of that soldier w-

bunished according to their responcibllity,

IV. MY PERIOD OF SERVICE AS THE MINISTER OF WAR.
(From 3 June 1938 - 29 Avgust 1329)

l. At the end of April or the beginning of May, 1938,
when I had been at Ihsien-4n Shantung Provinﬁé, Norih Uhina,

as the Commander of the Fifth Division, Mr. FURUNO, Inocuje,

.
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ﬁho had been the director of the Domel News Agency, un-
expectedly visited me'as Premier Konoye's representative
to convey the premier's desire to me. The gist of Konoye!:
desire was as follows:

Despite the Konoye Cabinet's policy of localization,'
gince the outbreak of the Lubouchiao Incident, the war wes
extended fre.: Ncvth Cchina to Central China. In view of
such situascion, it was necessary to have a person, ax Ministes
of War, who would be eble %o change the policy toward China
to a peace-policy and who could carry it out. For this
purpose, considering my career and my lceas, Konoye thought
I wes the best man for the post. Therefore, with that in
mind Koroye wished to know whether T would accept the post
as Minister of War,

I knew that Premier Konoye's intention coincided
with my ides at that time, nemely the withdrawel of the
entire Japanese forces snd the peaceful settlement of Japal
China conflict., Later, toward the end of May of the same
year, Anami, the Chief of the Personal Affairs Bureau, War
ministry, visited me, carrying the official informal order,
for my appointment es Minister of "er, which same had the
recommendation of the big three directors cf the Army (the
Sub-chief of the General Staff TADA, the Inspector-General
of Militery Education, NISHIO and the Minister of War,
SUGIYA¥A), and requested me to accept that position.

I decided to accept the appeintment and went to
Tokyo. On 3 June of the same ycar, I took office as the
Minister of Wer.

2, My fundamental attitude as Minister of War,

(a) Japan and China must not contend with each other.
but join hands, This wes the consistent principle of the
Japanese diplomacy toward China. However, the Japanese ef-
forts towards locelization and settlement on the spot were
éll in vain, end a locai conflict thaet occurred in North

-c8-
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ch.-'n between the Japanese and the Chlnese gradually developed

ipto a large scale conflict between the two nations, extend ing
ovéf a 1arge anQ.' While Japen w=8 thus reluctesntly forced into
such = situntion, the Soviet Unlon, to the North, incressed her
national strength enormously after completing several units of ner
five-ycgr-plan. Her armaments in the Far Tast WEre oveE rawhel-
minzly superior, threatening Japenese rear gate., On the other
hand, Anglo-Ame€érican pOWErS finally assumed Aan attitude of alding

Chicong =ond interrupting our militery movements.
Especinlly, VW€ VETEC concerned about the Unlted States pressure

upon Japrn (consisting mainly of finencilel pressure). If such
things would go on, J=p°n should be doomed to stand alone inter-

nationally under the crncirclement by Britain, the United States,

Soviet Union =~nd Chlnn. There fore, Jnpon must anccompl ish peace .
@ith Chinn, without = momc nt 's deley. And, with regard to the
rclotion with Chins, I flrmly believed that the two countrics

1ot bring to =n cnd all the pest conflict betwcen them and f

rchuild mutunl diplomncy On the bnsis of ° broad point of view,

th-prhy renlizing mutual benefit, e€quality -nd harmonious rélations,

(b) BRescd on thc nbovc ment loncd fundemental attitudes, I,

"l e T ——._

n3 te Minister of Viar, dceided thc outlinc of the policy for

dc~ling with the Stetc affairs =as follows:

As the policy for tae fight ing forcecs:
To firmly cstablish milit~ry disciplinc and to attempt )

meintrnancc of fighting pPoweEr ageinst thc menecc of the Sovliet
| Union. As thc policy of Statc, to'nltcr pcace terms with China !
1 ~nd t5 =ccomplish pcaceful scttlcment guickly. TO attempt an

T p—

= -

| 1niovntion in thc manngcmcnt of nntionnl governmcnt, rccognizing

5 -tﬂ.'.it-

ﬁ the Tect that thc situntion 18 grave, in ordcr to rcinforcc our
| . dcfcnding powers agninst the Sovict menace and to supplement

flghilng motr risls which arc be ing rapidly consumcd ng the pollcy

fay Chian, to lead the




: . Def, DOG-‘2555

debouchment by the military power to the end, to attempt

transfer of military strength, and adjustment of the froat
line, thereby stabilizing the sitwation in the occupied
area, and to endeavour to bring about a settlement of peace
with CHIANG Kei Shek, As the policy regarding the Soviet

Union, to keep watch of her debouchment and to maintain

peece with her, As the pdlicy regarding Britain and Francr.

to endeavor to get them to stop their CHIANG aid and act i1
concert with us for terminating the hostilities, ASs the
policy for Germany and Italy, to ask of each of them their

co~operation in the settlement of the Japan-China hostilities,

To maintein friendship with the United States and trust thet
friendship would be the méans of bringing about an end to
the China-Japan hostilities.

3., My activities as Minister of War,

(3 Junc 1938 - 29 fugust 1939)

(1) It was immediately after the Hsuchou battle that
I took office as Minister of War, At that time, as 1t was
belicved that the Hangkow Operation would be unavoidable
in view of the general situation, the Central Supreme Com-
mend of the Army (the Army Department of the Imperial Gen-
eral Headquarters) had just commensed preparations for tha
operation. The circumstances et that time (about June, 1938)
were as outlined below:

(2) The peace terms offered China were not so exacting
as the ones we had proposed when Mr, TRAUTMAN acted as go-
between. Unless the Japanese authorities would lessen them
further it appcared unlikely that the Chinese would accept
them., However, both the Japanese public opinion and the
Government's policy had still been far from further reducing
those terms,

(b) 1In order to coficlude peace with China, we had to

make it possible-to deal with CHIANG Keil Shek, Nevertheless,

-—rq--—‘r-h e —— — e
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being confronted with the Konoye declaration of 16 January,
this year (1938), which included the statement that Jopan
vould not deal with the Kuominteng Government (even though
Premier Konoye himself understood the wrongfulness of that
declaration) things were not such as were likély to deve:
a Fendency favourable to the further re-examination of thi.
declaration as a national policy. |

(c) As one of the important keys for the reorganization
of the Konoye Cabinet, enjoying the great confidence of the
people, Mr, UGAKI succceded Mr. HIROTA and a little ahead
of my entry took office as the Iinister of Foreign Affairs
on 26 May. However, it was still not long after his in-
auguration and no progress had been made about its concrete
policCye

(@) China asked the League of Nations for help and w=as
successful in making the League resolve to help China, At
the cnd of May, the United States, British and French Govern=
ments denounced reported reids on Centrel and Southern Chi
by the Jepanese navy planes,

(¢) The Japanese Supreme Command had counted greatly
on the Hsuchow Battle as the decisive battle with the main
force of the Chinese Centr-1l frmy, for bringing about the
termination of operations, the end of war and the seitlement
of the inecident, Ilovever, owing to the great difference in
strength and the extent of the fighitlng area, the Jepznese
finally could not achieve its ét:ategical object, therebhy
missing the prize as well as the cpportunity, to settle the
incicent pcaccfully. Compared with this, the Chinese con-
centrated great sirength in frons of ilanizow ard hed been

vigorously precparing for counter abiacks. I uhings would

om

go on e&s they were the few Japancse forces wiilceh were posted

in many scattcred places in 2 large area would be expcsed * o

extreme denger,

-
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Thereforq, the Army Supreme Command considered tha
the only'wéy for us wes to deliver anotﬁer camter-attack on
the Chinese and to make it a turning pqint for seizing the
oppor*nnity for peace, Thus the Supreme Command was obliced
to prevare for the HanKow operation; and some parts of our
forces began to move,

(f) On the other hand, we would discern that there were
important defects in our preparations for defense against
the Soviet Union in thc north and that that weakness on our
part would increase in the future, Under such circumstances,
I, having but recently assumed my post, could not help being
aware of the extreme difficulties of the task of leading the
situation to peace. That is to say we had to aim at the e d
of the Henkow operation for the purpose of taking the nex*
opportunity for peace, while on the other hand, we hed to
devise measures thet would become materiasls of the peace-
settlement,

Lt the same time, the situation required us to
repiace tue fighvuiua, maccrials that were belng concumed »apid
ly #nd not to neglect to maintain the national power for the
purpose of defending against the Soviet Union.

The reinforcement of the various emergency policie#
that were necessary for the netional mobilization (Exh. 856)
and the revision of the plan of demand and supply of importe-.
ant materials (Exh. 857) were made for remedyiné the defects
of the defending strength and was not for preparing for

aggressive war,

(2) Although Hankow Operation (Canton Operation wes .
subsidiary one to Honkow Operation) was planned and executec
as above mentioned, by the Jepanese High Command with a view
to cover its own weak points and to make a turning point for

the termiiction of hoestiliti€s and peaceful settlement, its

object of immediate pesce could not be attained even after
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the ending of the Operation (Hankow fell on October 27, 1937)
and the year of 1938 passed-over fruitlessly.

The important matters with which I was confronted,
during this periocd, as the War Minister of the Konoye Cabinet.
were the f-1lowing, and the circumstences resulting from
exceuting her measures forced Japan into a prolongéd war it
feered most.

(2) To keep our relation with Soviet Russia trananil
was one of the sbsolute essentials. It was also an importent
factor in exhibiting internally and externally, the safety
of her nationel dcfensc. Sc, Japan was quite astonished
when the CHANG Ku Feng Incident unexpectedly broke out in
Jrlr - Lurust, 1938, when she was still engaged in the task,
of prepering for the Hankow Operation,

In dealing with this incident, I hoped for settle-
ment by diplomatic necgotiations, cmbodying the Governmental
principle of non-expension, end endeavoured to achieve im-
medisrte and local settlement with accord of views between the
War Ministry end the General Steff., Disregarding anticlpated
serious disrﬁvnntnges, the Japanese Army firmly stuck to the
principle of locslization and non-cxpansion and was barely
able to terminate the incident before it became too serious,
It brought about, however, grenter nced for attention to the
menace in the North »nd reslization of the superiority of
the Soviet mechanized forces over the Japanese Forces and,
consequently, lesscned the margin of the Japanese prepared-
ness for China, Thus, it recsulted in doubts, internally
and externally, of the preparedness of Japan.

(b) Since the outbreesk of the Sino-Japanese incidant,
Japan rcfrained from estnblishing military government, and
stood upbn the policy and principle of leaving the civil
administration and maintenance of peacc to the Chinese.
Neverthcless, not a few such dtcomplishments were due to the
manzcement by Japanese (taking the military operations into
consideration) in the Department of Speclal Affairs,
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This placed a considerable load on the Army., Thus, the
orgenization of the China Affeirs Board (i.e. KOA-YIN) was
proposcc by the Army, and adopted by the cabinet as the

: , with a
: national policy, of relieving the ermy of their tasks/view of

; | bringing about the unification of administration.
With such views of orgenizetion as above mentioned
the Chine Affairs Board was established on December 18, 1938,
as the unifying organ, with the Premier as President and the
Ministers of Navy and War as Vice-Presidents. It was about ]
the micddle of the following March when the liason offices

on the spots started their work in cooperation with the
Chinese Administration, to promote co-operation with the
Chinese Administrations, to promote political, economical

anc cultural meesures, The intervention of the Army was

I S | SEm— N

held to a minimunm,

(c) It was sine qua now for the realization of peace
to amend the peace proposals to China, and convert Japan
to a policy of dealing with Mr. CHIANG Kai Shek. I, there- |
fore, attached prime significence to re-examining the funda- |

| mentals of the national policy regarding the adjustment of |
E the relations between Japan and China; makihg the true !
a Intention of Japan underst.nceble to China, demonstrating
ﬁ to the werl® thot 1t be embodied in the national policy,

end he carried out faithfully; ané developing our national

! polliclies so a2s to make for good prospects for the reglic- !
|
atior of pesce,. |

— -
e —— -

In the Konoye statement issued at the time of the

fall of Wuhsn Three Cities on 3 Novenmber, 1928, (Exh. 2068

4 Japan hoped to estrblish the relations of mutual aid, ran, )
- ing over ell the fields of politics, economy, culture, etc., i

: esteblish international justice, achieve the anti-communism
} objectlve, creote n new culture, and realize the economic

combinstion, brtieen Japen end China,

34
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In the interest of reslizing those vwolicies, the
Pelicy of ﬂﬁjusting New Relqtiohs Between Jepan and China
(P vlis 2u2, wos cectded onthe 30th of the same month, Furthery
more, as a detailed explanation the Konoye statement (Exhs2!
2535) was issued on 22 December 1938. This declared to
the world, that 1t was self evident that what Japan wanted
of China was not territory, nor reimbursement of war expenseg
but that Japan wes willing, not only to respect the sovereigp
ty of China, but also to withdrew her extra-territoriality,
as well as to give consideration to returning the settle-
ment, I did my utmost, as War Minister, to promote that
policy., However, Chinan's reaction, especially Mr. CHIANG
Kel-Shek's, was very weak. It was, therefore, not a suitah"
time to cerry on pcace negotistions,

(d) Before thet, in the interests of peace, it had
been deemed acdviscble to1join hends with i1mportant persons
of China wno werc bclleved to possess an ardor for peace,
to ald them, and hope to bring sbout peace. In July, 1938,
Premier Konoye gove the instruction to Mr, BANZAI, Rihachiro
(recommended by UGAKI, Ver Minister) to make liaison with
Mr, TANG Sheo-1 and Mr. VU Pei-fu, men of high reputstion
who had o desire for peace, and asked them for their co-
operation, The army sent Lieutenant General DOHIHLRA,'and
Nvy, Lieutenant General TSUD4 to co-operate in it, but the
plan feiled, cdue to the assasination of Mr, TANG Shao-i in
December, 1938.

(¢) The oroblem of the coalition of Jaﬁan, Germany ar
Italy was already under study by the affairs author*ties of
the three departments of Army, Navy, and External Affeirs
before I occupled the post of Wor Minister (about May, 1938),
As the proposal of Ribbentircp, the Foreign Minister of
Germany, arrived in the first part of August, 1938, we sent

a formal answer after consulting the Five Ministers' Conferen

- 3.5~
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and waited for the formal propoéal of Germany. Early in ‘;
{ November, the initial proposzl to be vsed =3 the basls of -
i discussion arrived from Germeny, I wanizd to utllize it

2s a means to obtain Sino-~Japanese peace immediately after
1the end of Hangkao operetlon, end proposed the €@iscussion '
of this matter before the Five Ministers' Coufcrence on

11 November, But, my proposal met with AIiffI uily in the ;

accord of cabinet opinion, and we brcame unatble to meke

. - X

the speedy conclusion of the Jepan-~Corman ncgotlation serv |
to accomplish the rapid reesiization cil Sins-Japanese peece.
' (f) Jepan's withdrawal from the League of Nations, whic .

was decided throurh concsuliaticn in the conference of the

\0)

| Board of Council on 2 Noverher, 1¢32, (Exh, 27L) was, eas
was made clear in that éonillerence, czrried out becavse Japan |
g could not continue cocperetion with tiic Leesgue and, at the

same time, maintuin its netionszl dignidiy,

"ﬁ-

I made no statements at inis Conference,

(g) The conciusion of an agrecment between Japan and |
Germany regarding cultural cooperation which was discussed
in the Board of Council Conference on 22 November, 1938,
(Exh, 589), it wes not Jepanls intcntion to conclude this
=y + kind of trecaty. with Germany only, but with oZher natlon
as the circumstances dictated, and contrioute to general
) purposes of diplonecy, ard it was evident that it did not
: b any'PS“};iJ;Lh;;i::;:a bafere that the policy of adjust |
i ing the new relations between Jepan and China was discussed
i. in the Five Ministers' Conference on 25 November, 1938, and

cdeclided by the Imperiasl Council on the 30TSh of the same

1 month. The project of securing Hainan Island, pronosed by
A the Navy at that time, wes approved Ly the same conference .

as a purely militery measure end a teriporary one which came

about inevitably in order to cut the economic resisting
power of China, This gave furthg} effect to the tlockade

operations, and was hoped that same would accelerate the

. solution of the :I.ncfl.c’ent...:36
A - .
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4 (1) That Japan should pay careful attention regardir /

the observance of tne laws of wer in military activiiie 83 t

respect and protect the interests of thira Fewers in-Chinag

meke it a principle to remove the temporary ohstacles mede
necessary by military operations, and restore former con-

ditions as soon as possible after the war. Trax Japaen would |

stané by the principle of equal opportunity, wes orften de-
clared by the Japanese Governmsns,; in answer 4o the com- |
plaints of the third powers (amcng cihers, Amorica) up to
Ocvober or Novembter, 1938, and Japan iried fai<he ally to
carry it out.

However, that the third powers pressed Japan for :?

strict observance of treaties which did not conform to the Y

| ~eurrént situation, and utilized it as an excuse for assis -

ing CHIANG, anc the tendency of the powers to Le against

i -
. =y -,

Japan and eid CHIANG became more pronounzed,

Thus, the Kcnove Cabinet, being unible to accomplis

the solving of the problem of securing Sino-Jepanace peece,

was forced te resign.

T
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> (3) Whesr £un "IZYT™A Cabinet was organized on January 4,
1939, succeedire to the Kins e Cablnet, I remained as War Minister
upon the earnest requeiv of Mr, EIRANDMA. My fundamental atti<y i
as War Minister was the Saime as wien I was in the Fonoye Cabinet,
As vetfore stated, as it tecame a2lmeat irncssible to pring ahout

a speedy peace betwsen Japan and GCliina, there was nolhine

wd

teft to
do but to take measures to cope witl +heo existing sltuation fop
;% the purpose of gradually breaking dovm the Chiress anti-rapanesa
| attitude, and that meant the demcnsiration, on the one hznd, of
our determination not'to shun even a long war, and, on the octher
hand, to lay great importance on tr= principle of urging our
policy by measures other than the niiitary activities, Although
this doctrine was carricd cut ever einne the end cf the Koenoye Ce
inet, it was intensif;ed i the period of {he HIRANIMA Cabinet,

Now, the princival peilers dealt with while T was War ilinig-
' ter of the HIRAINTIIA Cabirel wore ag fellows:

(a) The bill "Cenzral Principles of the Replenishment ;

of the Productive Facultias" (Exhibit No. 842), drarted by the

Planning Board a+d ¢2proved by the cabinet meeting of Jamiary,

1939, was the one previcusly studied at the War Mirtistry on the

o, ' basis of "The Plans of tie Replenishment of the Important Indus-

1‘.
>
J
-

el

Lidles (y-year iadusoriay Plady, prouvsaa Y Liiec Leiibidl oALr Ufe
fice at about April of the 12th ‘year of SHOWA (1937), and trans-
ferred to the cabinet: council., The real purpose of the plan was
to establish Japan's econonry, in order to acquire security of ne-~
tional defense against the menace of the Soviet Union, and ther

secure the safety of Manchukuo in general so that our plans migt.

'
'

|
i

be realized in accordance with the b-year plan for the develop-~

ment of Manchurian.industries projected by the Government of Man-

chukuo. But as it hag teken a long time in various studies on
the plans, the plan was ciianged to a 4-yéar pPlan, and—the scope
| was also diminished, as was testified by the witness OKADA, Kiiu-
: saburo (March 30, 22nd year of SHOWA - 1947), Thus, just at the

N _ - 38~
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Juncture of our unadvoidable change of course to a long period
war, our plans were such that they could not keep pace with the
new situatian;

(b) Raferring to the particlpation of Monchuluo and

%

ne Privy Coun-

LIy
Y]
)
=
4h

Hungary in the Il.r;t-'-i"'C:’!ﬂj.t'ltff‘l‘.ﬂ -'E:C:t, di_:;{:'ﬁt_'

exde A
b U

" ¢il 'onl FeBruhry 22 o1 Lha saxg” Fear "TELHIbit No., 451} 4 this moch

may be said; that, in view of the aim ¢ the Anti-Comintern Pact

an lncrease of parcicipuziineg Powors was alwoys welcome, and, ac-
coriingly, Japan merely intendud to ﬁﬁ?engilﬁﬂ the Pact quanti-
tatively so that the luvel o¥ har internnticnal position under
the afcrementiorad ciroemnstanges mizht be veicad. Negotiation
alzo under way bstween Gazan and Cesmnny about the method cf

|

qualitatively strengihening the snirit of the Anbi-On mintern +to
meat the attitude of the Conm’ntern énd “he Iorer behind it -~ the
Soviet Union. I atterded this session of {le Privy Cownecil, but
did not make any statecment. |

(¢) Concerning the story appearing in the Japan Adver-
tiser of March 17 of the same year (Exhibit No. 2239) purport .ing
to report a Diet speech by me, I never made such a speech as ap=-
peared in that psper in 2l1 my utierances throughout the whole
sessions of the 75th Impsrial Diet ofﬁthat year.,

(d) Concerning the question of closing the British Set-
tlement at Tientcin, Premler HIRANUMA jatoried me abcut June 26
or 27 that the British hed made a proposal wishing the questior
to be carried to diplomatie negotiavions at Tokyn, but as *he
of the Army nust be predeoainans in this affslr, he wished to k.
the intention of the Army before he would have liaisoned with the
Foreign Office authorities. I at once agreed to that proposal. We
summoned the representatives from the spot to Tokyo, and had them
cooperate in the talk so thzt the elimination of the differences
in views between the authorities at the center and at the spot

be effected, thus in endeavoring to lead the parley toward suc-

cess we achieved our purpose so far as the problem of the publiec

-39-
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peace was concerned, On the problem of general principles we
also suﬁ  “36 in the issue of the Anglo-Japanese Joint Declar:
tion on oy
The problem of the American loan: In view of the

success} j; Angis«~Japanese talk as ahove nentioned, I believed
fhat wa Ald eventualliy fing f"lﬁ.*cn of the problems vis-a-vis
the British., In regszd %o cur reiatvions with Amesriza, I believed
that we might perhaps improve trem, when the lcan negotlations
with Amsrica, which had been pending since the previcus Jariuary,
carried on by civiiians and suppzrcaed by Mr. HIRANTUA, sheould
succeed,

(f) The problem of MNr. Wang Chaoming: As I folt that
a good opportunity was approaching for the rzaiizstion of peace,
I asked Mr. Wang Chac-ming to acselerate the pegce ncovament.

(g) In regard to the NOMONEHAN Affairs, I endeavcured,
after deliberation with the Supreme Command, and with the conse
of the Cabinet, to bring about a speedy settlement, anyroving

i

locally and defensively,

(h) On the negotiation between Japan, Germeny and Italy
I thought it was the wey to relieve the Japanese from death by

-
)
4

suffocation; *c suve contio-tal Chinas %¢ =2lcvete the inteirnge
tional positiun of Japan; to cause the Chincse Govarnient to giwv
up her policy of tolerance to communism and resistance to Japan,
In order to give the Powers opportunities to turn China to the
cause of anti-communilsm, co-prosperity and co~existence, and at
the same time strengthen her defence against the militaristic
and communistic menace of Russia in the norii,

At the first five-ministers conference of the HIRANUMA ce'1
net, the counter-proposal of the Forelign Office against the Ger

man propositicn received at the beginning 6f January was discu:

—p
-

- ‘ap-




., Doc. 2555

After it was revised to some extent, the proposition was made
the instruction, and then the conference decided to send to Eurdpe
a group of speclal en®cys composed of persons {rom fhe ;rny, the
Navy and the Foreign COffice., Tlie espence of th2 irctrusiion the
envoys took with thsm was as follows: .
The main objective was Ruszlia, but Britaln and France migh
sometimes come within the cbjective, ascording to situations.
Milltary assistance would be given if the matter concern=d Russia.
Wnen Britain and France were under consideraticn, it woulid decpend
c¢n the situation. For instance, in case of their being Ezishe~
vized, the matter of militery assistznce and its exte;fiéibject-
lvely be declded. Another missicn of the emvoys was 49 exvlain
it to the world as an extension of the Anti~coomnunistis ag}ﬂement.
Nevertheless, the German side, aiming at the general political
effect, rcquested relaxation of the above limitakion of militar-
1stic asgistance against Third Powers, except Russia, to which
the Japanese Government, after repeated discussions, sent a mes-
sage from Mr. HIRANUMA to Hitler on May 5 and tcld him he
should appreciate that Japan's situation was such that it could
not relax the limitation regarding assistznce against Third Pow-
ers other than Russia, and asking that Germany concede that poir
But just at that time complications gradually beg=n to set in.
Mr. Wantiao-ming visited Tokyo (June 1lst) and the problem con-
cerning the blockade of the British settlement in Tsintsin nc-
curred (June 14), followed by the attack of Nomonhan (June 15) hy
Russlan and Mongolian troops, while in Europe the situation was
threatening on account of the ocsurrznce of the Denzig questjon.
Mearmillide, A0 vaiew ol there bLeuw po altoruasive Yoo to re-
quire Germaony to conccde, I dispetzhed Maicr General Nachijiri,
the Chief of the War Service Bureau, on 11 August, to request
German Attache Ott to meke a concession on the part of Germsny.
However, the conclusion of the non-invasion treaty between Gernany

and Soviet Russla was officially announced on August 22, and that

- hi -
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ended the matter of the proposed pact. Thus Prime Minister

HIRANUMA, on the 23rd, indicated his intention of resigning g, and
with which I agreed. After presenting our resignations toc the

Throne, I confarred wiih ths three heads and recommendad Lieute

ant General Tada,; who advaceted peace enthusd Woticsily, to beco:
Minister of War. I resliruxt my post with the rssicnstion of the
HIRANUMA cabinet on Auzus® 29, 19529, and was appolnted as a mem-

ver of the CGeneral Stail (a ginarmoa cfflce ),

Ve The pericd during which T hald the offine of the Chief
of the Staf?f of ithne China Expeditionary Aray (Sepe. 12, 1939 -
July 7, 1941).

Throughout the period of my being the War Minister, I was
sincerely desirous of restoring an early peace betwesen Japan and
China and of evacuating the Japanese forces from the whole Chirese
Jerritory. For that purpose, I took every possible measvre, and
did what I could to attain the object speedily. However, it was
regrettable that, on account of the situsticn, I was otliged to
resign my post in the cabinet, leaving the Chinz Incident un-
Settled, * % Sl W, ews

On September 12, 1939, when.the General Headquarters of
the China Expeditionary Army was organized, ‘I was unexpectelly
appointed as the Chief of Staff under Ccimender-General Nis hio,
and left for the post in Nanking, where I reumsined up to July 7,
1941. Meanwhile, according to the as#wizl situation in the fiszld,
I tried strenuously to bring to a sreedy seitiement the problem
of restoration of a peace between Janan and China, which I had
been unable to realize while War Minister.

(a) As to our military operations, meantime,there wus
nothing but small, supplementary operations in order to strengthen
the blockade of the supply route to the fighting strength of the

Chungking regime. So we tried to secure our occupying areas,

maintain public order and stabilize the living of the pecple.
) s e




(b) The collaboration with Wang's Government was chiefl;

in charge of Ambassador ABE, but the Expeditionary Army gave fe

ities and assistance to the Ambassador, to the extent that it

-

not interfere with the rilitary oraraticns. In particuler it
supported Mr. Wang Chao-ming's "Natlonal Salvation FPeace Mcvement"
and wished the Nanklng Goveriment ic aim ultimately at joiIning
with the Chungking Government.,

(c) Since the possibility of peace negotiation with Mr.
Chiang Kai-shek through the ©ffices of Mr. Sun Tzu-chieh, a
younger brother of Mr. Sun Tzu-wen, was found by the Hongxong
Organ early in 1940, I supported it most enthusiastically and was
ready to meet Mr. Chiang Kai-shek myself in Changsha. In antisi-
pation of its success, I requested the delay of the establisnment
of Wang's Government, but, desplte our wishes, the negotiaticxu
ended in a failure, :

(d) In Januery, 1941, Mr. Chang Yen-hsiang, who was t ~
in Peiping, informcd me of the desire of Doctor Steward, the
President of the Yenchirg University, to have a talk with me.

As I thought it highly desirable to inform Doctor Steward of our
atiitude of secking a spscdy scttliement of the incident, and <o
obtain his opinion and assistance, based on deep experience, I
despatched a member of the staff to get in touch with Doctor
Steward, who agreed to convey our wiches to the Presldent of the
United States that she would act a3 a mediator in an endezver to
solve the Sino-Japanese Incident amizably. So I advised the cen-
tral military authorities to thast efieczct and wished them to
earnestly promote peace, but, later on, the American-Japanese ne-
gotiation became so aggravated that we could not obtain any result

(e) The South Chins Expeditionary Army in Canton was,
by orders of the Imperial Headquarters as of July 5, 1940, re-

leased from the command of our Chins Expecditicrary Army and

placed under the jurisdiction of the Imperial Heedquartars. Tow.

- A3 =




Def. Doc-. 2555

4

the end of September in the same year, a detachment of the South
China E;peditianary'hrqy‘was,_pyigygezwqf Ig?erial Headquarters,
ordered .to ‘p::;:eg 1:;; North Indo-China. Neither I nor the China
Expeditionary Army rejuested or advised this and we had no control

over it or resncnuibility concerning 1it.

VI. The period of my being the Commander of the Korean
Army (July 7, 1941 - April 8, 1945) and thsat of my being the Com=-
mander of the 7th Area Army (April 8, 1945 - war's end).
(a) I was the Commsnder of the Korean Army from July,
1941, up to April, 1945.

As tﬁe Army had been organized on peacetime footir?
up to February, 1945, I was not at all concerned in the promotl
of the Pacific War. In other words, I had no operational dutie,
concerning the Pacific War, until the Korean Army was reorganiz-
ed on wartime footing, as the 17th Area Army, and detsiled on the
gservice of protecting Korea on January 1, 1945.

As regords the telegram dated February 28, 1942,
from the Chief of Staff of the Korean Army to the Vice Minister
of War, requesting the sending of prisoners to Korea, and alsa
the telegram dated March 23, 1942, from the Army Commander to the
War Minister, reporting on the plan of accommodating the priso-
ners, they were both dispatched, sent at the request of the
Director-General of the Prisoners Informstion Buresu, according
to the report of Hajor-General Takahashi, Hiroshi, who was then
the Chief of Staff of the Korean Army. I have been informed thet
the purpose was to transport the prisoners from the .southern
fighting areas to an atmosphere of quietness in.the 'Japdn. areas
I mede it a rule to treat the prisoners fairly, gaﬁe them as much
in the way of facilities‘and provisions as possible. i never saw
the above-ﬁéntioned despatches, did not know of their being sent

and did net order them sent.




i P T

/ (b) I was appointed Commander of the 7th Area Army
'(1n ‘Singapore) on April 8, 1945, and took command of the Army
there from April 22nd on. The duty of this Army was to defend
tts defense area, but before we could open hostilities against
the enemy, the war came to an end. Such conditions existed
that communipations with various quarters were destroyed by the

allied forces. .
Finally, I state positively that I never became a Supreme

War Councillor throughout my career.
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On this 11th day of September, 15417

at Tokyo

DEPONENT  ITAGAKI, Seishiro (seal)
l, BANNO, Junkichi hereby certify that the
above s;atement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed

his signature and seal thereto in the presence of this

witness.

On the same date

At the same place

Witness: (Signed) BANNO, Junkichi  (seal)

- ARG _ O ATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

R 7 ITAGAKT, Seishiro . (seal)
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FRRATA _ SHRET
Affidavitc of ITAGAKI, Seichiro

Page 31, paragraph (d), please delete the
second sentence which begins with the words "At the

end of May", and ends with "Japanese nevy planes,"
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ERRATA SHEET

AFFIDAVIT OF¢ ITAGAKI, Seishiro

Please insert the number "7" at the top of page 9, -
in front of "The battlel,

Page 16, line 2, "Governor or" should read "Governor
of", | |

Also on the same page the last paragraph should ke
numbered "10" instead of "9",

Page 22, 5th line from the bottom of the page the
words "Kwantung Army" should be changed to '"Chinese National-

ist Army".

Page 23, beginning with the 3rd paragraph "Judging
from the situation" an2 ending with the words '"programs
into action" pleuse ¢nange &z folliows:

"Judging from the situation stated shove. if
the principle of co--prosperity adwccated by Japan
and Manchukuo should Zucceed ip foreing cut the
designs of the communist power, Jupan, Manchuria
and China would be able to pur=sue permanently the
way of prosperity in peace. |

Vvhereas, the three nations would be thrown
into the guagmire of war and revolt, if Japan's
advocacy should fail and the situation should
develop in favor of the communists. The above
prospect became gll the more probable after the
commintern, holding 2 general meeting at Moscow
in July 1935, passed a resolution to concentrate
on efforts to overthrow’ Japan and accomplishing
world revolution, and the Chinese Communist party
issued a proclamation on the basis of the said
resolution, to substitute the principle of '"resist
Japan ana sSave the Natlon movement!" for that of
"Bolshevize and save the Nation movement" and
also by their threast to resort to the tac%ics of
the snti~Japanese united front and announcing its
resoluticn to put these programs into action.”

Also on Page 23, the last line change "Manchuria" to
read "Manchukuo!,

Page 24, 1st line, delete "the ability by real ability"
and insert "ourcelf by:"

Page 24, sentence marked "(e¢)'" should read as follows:
"The realization of harmonious co-operation of the races in
Manchukuo in order to achieve the above mentioned principles,

Page 24, 1lst paragraph under "4" should recad thusly:.
"While I was Chief of the General Staff of the Kwantung Army,
Manchukuo had many persons of broad views and high personal-:
ity, such as Premier CHIANG and successive Chiefs of General!
Bureau. As for me, I trusted and co-operated with them in
t?gir pol%cy in accordance with the intentions of my superior
O cers,

Same page as aboveﬁ 4th and 5th lines from the bottom

of the page, "Manchurian'" should read "Manchukuo"; and 3rd
line from the bottom "rejection" should be "dismissal',
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Def, Doc. 2555 - ERRATA SHEET Continued

Page 25, 7th line from top of page "I" should be "We',
and add to the end of this sentence the words '"and Mongolia"

I

- Page 25, 2nd sentence under "6" should read as follows;
"Accordingly the trends in the Outer and Inner Mongolia in-
volved sharp repurcussion on the Mongolians living in
Manchukuo, and became problems of the domestic peace and of

the defonse of Manchukuo."

Same page, 20th line from top of page insert after the

words "Kwantung Army" the following:
"dispatched intelligent agents and"

Also on the same page, 7th line from botton, delete
the word '"co-~prosperity" and insert "local self-government',

Page 26, 3rd line from top of page insert after the
word "fortification" the words "of Manchukuo" and in the
4th 1line insert the year "1935" after "December',

Page 26, 1lst sentence under "III" delete the word
"personally'"; and in the same paragraph, 2nd sentence the
word "praparation“ should read "administration"

Page 27, 4th line from top the word "train" should be
"econtingents",

Page 27, at the end of "5" please add the sentence
"And thus I tried to enhance the prestige of the Army."

Page 27, the lst paragraph under number "IV" should

begin as follows:
"]1. The circumstances of my appointment as War minister,".

Same page, 2nd line from bottom the words '"had been"
should be changed to "was',

Page 29, 8th line from top of page delete "finally
assumed" and insert "were increasingly assuming',

Page 30, please change paragraph marked "(a)" to rced
as follows:

"(a) The peace terms to be affered to
China should not be so exacting as the ones .
we had proposed when Mr, TRAUTMAN acted as
go-between. Unless the Japanes authorities
would molify the terms and make them more
certaln and reasonable, it appeared unlikely
that the Chinese would accept them, However,
both the Japanese public opinion and the
Government's policy had still been far from
further reducing those terms,"

Page 31, 13th line from top, "its" should be changed
to Thisi,

Page 34; 9th line from top of page, please insert after
"Navy and War" the words "and Yoreign Affairs",

Page 34, lines 12 and 13 from the top, delete the follow-
ing "co-operation with the Chinese Administretions, to promcte'.

Same page as above, 15th line from tep change "a minimum"
to "the minimum"; last 4 lines on page 36 to resd as follows:
"about inevitably in order to make thls blockage operation
more effective, and it was hoped that same would accelerate

the solution of the incident,"
Page 41, 4th line from top, add after "Foreign Office"

'Mhey sailed on 2nd February',
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Def. Doc, 1947, Page 1, between line 12 and<
insert the following:
npeciprocated by similar attitude on the part of China, and'",

Line 13 to be altered and read as follows:

"atmosphere of perturbation and anxiety was thus created.
A detachment of".

Def, Doc. 1910, page 3, third line from bottom the
word "attack" should read "gttach'.

Def. Doc. 2143, pége 5 and 6, last 2 lines page 5 and
1st line page 6 should read as follows:

"The Japanese military clique apparently think they have an
inexhaustible flow of ingenious stratagem. In reslity, it
15 mere obstinacy and stubbornness. They think that'.

Def. Doc. 1979, page 3, $th line from top "that art"
should ®e '"that par e 1ine 4 from the bottom of page 4

after "preparation" aéd the word "ef'",

Def. Doc. 2039, page 1, 1lst paragraph 2nd line after
the "Chief of the' add "Staff of the'"; page 2, line 9,
"office" should be '‘camp'; same applies to the word "office"

in the 12th line from top; page D, 1astline "INOUE" should
be "IHARA"j; same applles to the last line on page 5.

Def. Doc., 2638, page 3, line 4 from top of page, add
word "oil" between ""#.-11 g" and n15-17 g"; page 5, line 15,
"present" should be "number"., '

Def. Doc. 2038, page 2, 1st paragraph beginning '"One
of my subordinate" and ending with "the camp chief" should

be deleted.

Def. Doc. 2606, page 2, paragraph "4", line 3, after
"took office" add 'of minis%er of",




