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I, Joseph C. Grew, being first duly sworn, make oath and say that ‘

rl on September 1, 1937, Mr. Koki Hirota, Prime Minister of Japan, sald thab he
had explained Japén_'s pr;ecise aims to the Chinese Ambassador and #r. Hirota ]I

said to me, "if Chiang Kai-shek will accept these conditions I can 'S:tpp ihe_ :
war immediately." These conditions, hc said are three in number :  (l) Gooq . *

- relations with Manchuria. I said does that mean China's recOgnition of : |
"Mdanchukuo." Nr, Hirota replied that juridical recognition might be very

difficult for China and that it was not nccessary. What Japan desired wgh_ _

good factual relations and the avoidance of thec constant friction and t.roub_le ‘
which China was creatingz. I said, "Then do you mean de facto reco@i".tioh?" ' j
The Minister smiled and said he thought that was about it. He want cd Ch:r..r:\. 3 3
to recognize "Manchukuo's" existence. (2) The withdrawal of Chinese troo.:
from North China. If the Chinese troops should withdraw from that arza Mr.
Hirota said that most of the Japanese trocps would likewi.se withdraw. They

simply wanted tc ensure s zons of peace and quiet on the frontier of

"Wanchukuo," I said, "Docs that mcan Japanese control of North China?" The
Minister said, "No, it doecs not," ant he added that Japan visualized no
political control but merely a state of peace and quiet, (3) The development

- of good relations betwcen China and Japan. I asked him if by this he mcant

a cessation of anti-Japanese activitics aﬁd propaganda. He replied that this
was precisely what Japan wanted. "Chiang Kai-shek is weak" he said, "and

he is in a very difficult position. If China possessed a single strong
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