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Defs Doc. 3007 | Exhibit #

2 INTERNLTION,AL MILITARY TRIBUN.L FOR THE FuR EALST

THE UNITED STLTES OF AMERIS., ot al.
- V8 =

JR.KI, Sedao, ot-8le

SHORN DEPOSITION (Translation)

Deponent: NLKAMURGL, Masao

. Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in
accerdance with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby depose as
follows:

le My nemo is NAK.MURL, Maseos I em an cx-Licutcnant Colonels I
was a membor of the Military 4ffd rs Burcau of the War Ministry
from April 1940 to Merch 1943 and was under Licutonant Gonoral
MUTO when he was Director of the Military Affairs Burcaus

2, In those days my duty was to makc liaison with and reception of.
Foreign attaches, and similar matiors.

3« With roference to tho matter that an americon off'icor ealled on
Director IUF0 scmetime in the first ten days of October 1941, I

reecell the following pointss

ie 4t that time a cortain Jmericen officer who was attached to
e rogiment of thc Jepenesc army at Hirosaki (I am surc he
was then called Captain Merrill) ecame to say farcwell %o
Diractor HUTO, as he was being transferroed to tho Philippiness
Y was prosent at the time in the Dircctor's officc. On
eross-examination, MUTO stated that he met somcbody from
the United Stotes Military attache's officc; and that it was
a young captain, "a very hale and hoarty feollow, who camec Yo
sea me boeause he was rceturning to his country in Octobor".
(Record pe 33,208). This is thc very same instanco.

B. The American officor being gquite a joyful and morry follow,
= we had 8 very good impression of hims Tho Dircetor was very
. busy in thosc days and therefore his intervicws wero usually
endod in sbout five minutes. This intorviow, howevor, lasted
an hour or so, end thoy both made straightforward rcmarks from
the standpoint of soldiers in a very smooth atmosphore

throughouts

C. He talkcd a good decal about tho heppy exparicncos’ ho hed
had both in his official end privato life during his attechment
to the regimont in Hirosaki. 4t that time we had rcspoect
for him, knowing that ho had studiod and wes well ac-
quainted with tho real situation of Jepan end tho Japancse
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Such being tho casc, his ehat with HUTO naturally was
prolongede During the talk, MJUTO laid stress on the
nocessity of good-will batwoon Japan and JAmoriea under
the then-prevailing taut circumstonces, end repeatedly
cxplained how he had been trying his best to bring about
a peaceful conclusion of the nogotiations betwaeon Jopan
and Jmerica for that particular reasonid

If my memory is not mis toeken, MUTO then roforred to the
issue of infringement on American rights in China causecd

by tho Japanesc army during the hostilities es being one

of the important reasons which intorforred with tho Japanosc-
dmorican negotiations. He mentioned, I rocall, somothing

to the effect thet it was difficult to have the whole caso
understood merely through thoe oxplanations given by tho
diplomats; but that "such militery parsonncl as you, who

arg well acquainted with the truc situstion of Japan and

the Japanese army, can well understend the wholoc easce
Theroforc, plcasc maks your explanation of the situation

to your supcrior officars., From such o mutual understanding
of the Japonese~imerican militery oirclas, the crisis of a
Japancse-imoricen collision can be overted®.

(UTO further stated that in case tnis mutunl understcnding
unhappily could not bec reachod, thore were poasibilitias
that tho situation might cxpand intc war, and that that WQE
the point about which he was worrying. I romember that he
added, half in jost, to thc offecet that "in ccse we errivo
at such an unfortuncte situantion, since you arec now going to
Monile, we might moet ogein thore =- isp't that zo0?"

During thair interview, there was absolutoly no stc tomeont
by LUTO to the offect that "you will be fighting us in six
weeks in Manila". The roal situation wes thet in thosc days
the thols staff of the Militery 4ffairs Burscau, including
Director LUT0, hed boen trying their utmost, by ordor of
War Ministor 1070, to bring about a satisfactory conclusion
of the Jepencse-.mericen nogotiationss Morcover, that wes
§till in the period in :hieh no decisions wshutsoever had
yet been mede to makc wer, s#lso, LWUTO wos the type of man
Whose uttercnces end behaviour werao based on common ScNSGe
It is impossible that he should have stoted such an un-
Scrupulous matter as above-mcntioncd.
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¢ In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the x;:he.‘l.o
y truth withholding nothing end edding nc'aing-

/s/ Masao Nakamura (Scal) ';

LKL MIRA, Masao N

On this 23rd day of January 1948 -
; 4‘11:. Ickigaya, Shinjuku Ward, LR _

¢ B DEFONZNT: LK IMURA, Meseo, (Seal) q .
3 | I, HARA, Seiji, herevy ceoriify that the cbove statement was 5

N sworn by the deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the 3 5
prosence of this witness. .
+

3 »

On the same date b 3

A it the seme place ;
- B Witness: /s/ Seiji Hara (Scal) _*
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