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CRIIL.5 TO MICH DOCU T.KY LPYLIC.3LE; Presaring Japanese
2ublic Opinioa for Viar

SU.LI-5T 07 LLEVANT FOINTS

The subject of this booxk is the overall prevcerations of
Japanese opinion ifor war iroa 1931 - 1942 thiroughk education,
political organizations, police activities, assdssinations
aad plots, propazanda, and ceansorsuaip, and the volwie is
usefulL only s reference uduterial,

Education: x8 carly @8 1932 an investigation wds
conducted by the Students Toou nt Lavestizatica Society for
the purpose of c¢ppressing student "leftist" tuninking. Frona
1933 to 1941 increasingly restrictive .ieasures viere taken
and laws enacted to suppress freedoa of thouzht in educcation.
For exaaple, tne "ayoto Laperial University Incident"
conczrned tne dis.aissal of liberal-thinkiag proiessors and
tie freedo: of tiae universit: was restricted. -icet.nzs were
helC to arouse priiur; scnool tedcuers ia the "Jupdanese spirit®
and laws enactsd for the prouul-aticn of .ailitary training
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Duc. No. 2931 - Peze 2 - 3UMMARY Coat'd

2 the youag men's sciools. The Lducation devioion Council
was set up in tue Lducution .{inistry in 1936 for tiie _.urpose
of "clarifying" tlie nationul coastitution to students &and
prohibitinz the teaciiing of tne idea t.at tiue L.igero. is an
orzan o’ tize stute. 1n 163G .iarquis Kido, tiie wducation
inister, encourased the lubor conscription of students. By
1641, a nationil school 1.4 been enucted unifyins sl1l the
educulivnal orzanizetion around tie "Iiperial Roud"
~hilosoph:.

-olitical Urzaanizstion: Preparatioa for war is revealed
tarou;.. reorzanization o. t.e govern.ient co waittess and
cad..net on recoiriendetions of ar.y7 zenerals «ind navy .linisters.
The Planning Burcau ..ws cstablished in 1937 with IIROTa as
president and tais was an expansion of tae Investization
Comiaittee. in 1937 it is revealed tnut the "nutional
spiritual Mobilization” associution aus established woicl
later was under tis direct autaority ol tze vabinet. Tais
colnittee simed ot leading and planning netional propdazancua.
Utier lews sad orianizations s=xplained, conceraing .ailitary
prspuration ror war, «re tne national wodilization law.

The vcluntesr systs. (enforced) im xKored, tas scientific
investization coanittee, the relisious systew investigation
co.uuittes, The Inforaation Board, Tae National Defease Law,
and the Grsatsr Asia Devslop.l=not League.

n8Sa681n81Li0as end rlots: A ssries of .lots were

instigated during tiae reriod of 1631 to 1940 by the ar.y to
1afluence @nd control jublic ovinion., HASHIMOTQ, aingors
led a "Coup d'etat" plan aad other plots are described such
as the "uarch Incident" of 1931 and otaer incidents ior the
purvcse of forecing zovern..snt cooperatioa with aray pluns.
The planners of edc.i plot zre raaed and tihie orogress and
result of tae plots rslated. Tue last incident desoribed
as the unsuccessful plan of 29 auzust 1941 to assasslinate
thic senior statesmzn whko ‘'ere pro-snzlo-.lcrican, a.iong
Lo TGN Aanize

s0lice activities: Durinz ths psricd froa 1932 to
1940 arrcsts of coiwaists were fregusnt. By april 1940 the
Labhor National soliticul <arty .d been prohibited. The

REIPEI-Tal stircazt.iened tneli activity of collecting inrforaation
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Doc, No. 2931:='rs5z8 3 - LU ZI.RY Cont'd

Propazanda! OSocletics und orgenizations aluied ot
strenzgthenins Japaincse autionalisud and coatrolliang Cus
political ideas of tie people to confor.a to .2ilitary plains
Phr agaression arc cxplained «wnd outlined bricfly by tas
author. The Ngwsrsel Control Section ol tis Foreign .iinistry
was established to control thinkinz on international aifairs,

and the Japan 3rouwdcasting asscociation was reorzanized.

Censorship: It is revouled tilat 1n 1933 tie fuadawental
principles ror « thouzht control prograa ~ere establisined,.
Censors were anpointed in lotul governient ana a Thouzat
Investigution Secti.n was se¢t up. The Nutional ..obilization
Law (article 20) of 193G provided for the control of
ncwspapers and publications, Full warti.as powers were grantoed,
By 1939, it is stated that 4,000 Mwugazines in Japan :1ad besn
abolishcd., During 1941, censorsiip «sutinorities outlined
the editorial volicy to tae publishers of «ll populdr
daZazines, including woaen's pcriodicals,

Analyst: E.T.GARDEN Doc. No. 2931
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