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PREFACE 

Mr. Nehemiah Caulkins, of Waterford, New London Co., 
Connecticut, has furnished the Executive Committee of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, with the following state¬ 
ments relative to the condition and treatment of slaves, in the 
south-eastern part of North Carolina. Most of the facts re¬ 
lated by Mr. Caulkins fell under his personal observation* 
The air of candor and honesty that pervades the narrative, 
the manner in which Mr. G. has drawn it up, the good sense, 
just views, conscience and heart which it exhibits, are suffi¬ 
cient of themselves to commend it to all who have ears, to hear. 

The Committee have no personal acquaintance with Mr. 
Caulkins, hut they have ample testimonials from the most re¬ 
spectable sources, all of which represent him to be a man 
whose long established character for sterling integrity, sound 
moral principle and piety, has secured for him the uniform 
respect and confidence of those who know him. 

Without further preface the following testimonials are sub¬ 
mitted to the reader. 

“This may certify, that we the subscribers have lived for a number of 
years past in the neighborhood with Mr. Nehemiah Caulkins, and have no 
hesitation in stating that we consider him a man of high lespectability, 
and that his character for truth and veracity is unimpeachable.” 

Peter ComstockT D. Gt. Otis. . 
A. F. Perkins, M. D. Philip Morgan. 

Isaac Beebe. James Rogers, M. D.” 

Ludqwick Beebe. 
Waterford, Ct.% Jan. 16tht 1839. _ ____L_ 
Mr. Comstock is a Justice of the Peace, Mr. L. Beebe is 

the Town Clerk of Waterford. Mr. J. Beebe is a member 
of the Baptist Church. Mr. Otis is a member of the Congre¬ 
gational Church. Mr. Morgan is a Justice of the Peace, and 
Messrs. Perkins and Rogers are designated by their titles. 
All these gentlemen are citizens of Waterford, Connecticut. 

“To whom it may concern. This may certify that Mr, Nehemiah 
Caulkins, of Waterford, in New London County, is a near neighbor to the 
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subscriber, and has been for many years.. I do consider him a man of un¬ 
questionable veracity, and certify that he is so considered by people to 
whom he is personally known. Edwaad R. Warren.” 

Jan. 15 th, 1S39. 

Mr. Warren is a Commissioner (Associate Judge) of the 
County Court, for New London County. 

This may certify that Mr. Nehemiah Caulkins, of the town of Water¬ 
ford, County of New London, and State of Connecticut, is a member of 
the first Baptist Church in said Waterford, is in good standing, and is es¬ 
teemed by us a man of truth and veracity. 

Francis Dab row. Pastor of said Church.” ■- o 
‘•This may certify that Nehemiah Caulkin3, of Waterford, lives near 

me, and I always esteemed him, and believe him to be a man of truth and 
veracity. Elisha Beckwith” 

Jan. 16th, 1839. 

Mr. Beckwith is a Justice of the Peace, a Post Master, and 
a Deacon of the Baptist Church. 

Mr. Dwight P. Janes, a member of the Second Congrega¬ 
tional Church in the city of New London, in a recent letter 
sayB: 

“Mr. Caulkins is a member of tbe Baptist Church in Water¬ 
ford, and in every respect a very worthy citizen. I have 
labored with him in the Sabbath School., and know him to be 
a man of active piety. The most entire confidence may be 
placed in the truth of his statements. Where''he is known, 
no one will call them in question.” 

We close these testimonials, with an extract of a letter 
from William Bolles, Esq., a well known and respected citi¬ 
zen of New London, Ct* 

Mr. Nehemiah Caulkins resides in the town 6? Waterford, 
about six miles from this City. His opportunities to acquire 
exact knowledge in relation to Slavery, in that section of our 
country to which his narrative is confined, have been very 
great. He is a carpenter, and was employed principally on 
the plantations, working ai mo triuo, bsnig tliiio ojuiwSt coir* 
stantly in the company of the slaves as well as of their mas¬ 
ters. His full heart readily responded to the call, [for infor¬ 
mation relative to slavery, J for as he expressed it, he had 
long desired that others might know what he had seen, being 
confident that a general knowledge of facts as they exist, 
would greatly promote the overthrow of the system. He is 
a man of undoubted character; and where known, his state¬ 
ments need no corroboration. 

Yours, &c. Wiluam Bolles. 



NARRATIVE. 

I feel it my duty to tell some things that I know about 
slavery, in order, if possible to awaken more feeling at the 
North in behalf of the slave. The treatment of the slaves on 
the plantations where I had the greatest opportunity of get* 
ting knowledge, was not so had as that on some neighboring 
estates, where the owners were noted for their cruelty. There 
were, however, other estates in the vicinity, where the treat¬ 
ment was better; the slaves were better clothed and fed, 
were not worked so hard, and more attention was paid to 
their quarters. 

The scenes that I have witnessed are enough to harrow 
up the soul; but could the slave be permitted to tell the story 
of his sufferings, which no white man, not linked with slavery, 
es allowed to know, the land would vomit out the horrible 
system, slaveholders and all, if they would not unclinch their 
grasp upon their defenceless victims. 

I spent eleven winters, between the years 1824 and 1835, 
in the state of North Carolina, mostly in the vicinity of Wil¬ 
mington ; and four out of the eleven on the estate of Mr. John 
Swan, five or six miles from that place. There were on his 
plantation about seventy slaves, male and female : some were 
married, and others lived together tz mail arid wife, with¬ 
out even a mock ceremony. With their owners, generally, 
it is a matter of indifference; the marriage of slaves not being 
recognized by the slave code. The slaves, however, think 
much of being married by a clergyman._L:---— 

The cabins or huts of the slaves were small, and were built 
principally by the slaves themselves, as they could find time 
on Sundays and moonlight nights; they went into the swampy 
cut the logs, backed or hauled them to the quarters and put 
up their cabins. 

When I first knew Mr* Swan’s plantation, his overseer wu* 
a man who had been a Methodist minister. He treated the 
slaves with great cruelty. His reason for leaving the minis¬ 
try and becoming an overseer, as I was informed, was this - 
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his wife had diet], at which he became so enraged, that he 
swore he would not preach for the Lord another day. This 
man continued on the plantation about three years j at the 
close of which, on settlement of accounts, Mr. Swan owed 

# him about $400, for which lie turned him out a negro woman, 
and about twenty acres of land. He built a log hut, and 
took the woman to live with him ; since which I have been 
at his hut, and seen four or five mulatto children. He has 
been appointed b.justice of the peace, and his place as overseer 
was afterwards occupied by a Mr. Galloway. 

It is customary in that part of the country, to let the hogs 
rim in the woods. On one occasion, a slave caught a pig 
about two months old, which he earned to his quarters. The 
overseer, getting information of the fact, went to the field 
where he was at work, and ordered him to come to him. 
The slave at once suspected it was something about the pig, 
and fearing punishment, dropped his hoe and ran for the 
woods. He had got but a few rods, when the overseer raised 
his gun, loaded with buck shot, and brought him down. It 
is-a common practice for overseers to go into the field armed 
with a gun or pistols, and sometimes both. He was taken 
up by the slaves and carried to the plantation hospital, and 
the physician sent for. A physician was employed by the 
year to take care of the sick or wounded slaves. In about 
six weeks this slave got better, and was able to come out of 
the hospital. He came to the mill where I was at work, 
and asked me to examine his body, which I did, and counted 
twenty-six duck shot still remaining in his flesh, though the 
docior lixtil removed a he was laid up. 

There was a slave on Mr. Swan’s plantation, by the name 
of Harry, who, during the absence of his master, ran away 
and secreted himself in the woods. This the slaves some¬ 
times jliajmastejLis abs^ weeks, to 
escape the cruel treatment of the overseer. It is common 
for them to make preparations, by secreting a mortar, a 
hatchet, some cooking utensils, an J whatever things they can 
get that will enable them to live while they are in the woods 
or swamps. Harry staid about three months, and lived by 
robbing the rice grounds, and by such other means as came 
in his way. The slaves generally know where the runaway 
is secreted, and visit him at night and on Sundays. On the 
return of his master, some of the slaves were sent for Harry. 
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When he came home he was seized and confined in the 
stocks. The stocks were built in the barn, and consisted of 
two heavy pieces of timber, ten or more feet in length, and 
about seven inches wide; the lower one, on the floor, has a 
number of holes or places cut in it, for the ancles; the upper 
piece beipg of the same dimensions* is fastened at one end by 
a hinge, and is brought down after the ancles are placed in 
the holes, and secured by a clasp and padlock at the other 

iencL In this manner the person is left to sit on the floor. 
Harry was kept in the stocks day and night for a week and 
flogged every morning. After this, he was taken out one 
morning, a log chain fastened around his neck, the two ends 
dragging on the ground, and he sent to the field, to do his 
task with the other slaves. At night he^was again put in the 
stocks, in the morning he was sent to the field in the same 
manner, and thus dragged out another week. ; 

The overseer was a,very miserly fellow, and restricted his 
wife in what are considered the comforts of life—such as 
tea, sugar, &c. To make up for this, she set her wits to 
work, and, by the help of a slave, named Joe, used to take 
from the plantation whatever she could conveniently, and 
watch her opportunity during her husband’s absence, and 
send Joe to sell them and buy for her such things as she di¬ 
rected. Once when her husband was awfity, she told Joe to 
kill and dress one of the pigs, sell it, and get her some tea, 
sugar, &c. Joe did as lie was bid, and she gave him the offal 
for his services. When Galloway returned, not suspecting 
his wife, he asked her if she knew what had become ofhis pig. 
She told him she suspected one of the slaves, naming him, had 
stolen it, for she had heard a pig squeal the evening before. 
The overseer called the slave up, and charged him with the 
theft. He denied it, and said he knew' nothing about it. The 
overseer still charged him with it, and told him he would 
grvit^ unn uiie Week to tnlllk of it, aim if W diu uul cuiiieBS 
the theft, or find cut who did steal the pig, he would flog 
every negro on the plantation: before the week was up it 
was ascertained that Joe had killed the pig. He was called 
up and questioned, and admitted that he flad done so, and 
told the overseer that he did it by the order of Mrs. Galloway, 
and that she directed him to buy some sugar, &c. with the 
money. Mrs. Galloway gave Joe the lie; and he was terri¬ 
bly flogged. Joe told me he had been several times to the 
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smoke-house with Mrs. G. and taken hams and sold them, 
which her husband told me he supposed were stolen by the 
negroes on a neighboring plantation. Mr, Swan, hearing of 
the circumstance, told me he believed Joe's story, but that 
his statement would not be taken as proof; and if'every slave 
on the plantation told the same story, it could not be received 
as evidence against a white person# 

To show the manner in which old and worn out slaves are 
sometimes treated, I will state a fact. Galloway owned a 
man about seventy years of age. The old man was sick and 
went to his hut; laid himself down on some straw with his 
feet to the fire, covered by a piece of an old blanket, and there 
lay four or five days, groaning in great distress, without any 
attention being paid him by bis master, until death ended his 
miseries; he was then taken out and buried with as little cer¬ 
emony and respect as would be paid to a brute. 

There is a practice prevalent among the planters, of let¬ 
ting a negro off from severe and long continued punishment 
on account of the intercession of some white person, who 
pleads in hie behalf, that he believes the negro will behave 
better, that he promises well, and he believes he will keep 
his promise, &c. The planters sometimes get tired of pun* 
ishing a negro, and, wanting his services in the field, they get 
some white pel's on to come, and, in the presence of the slave, 
intercede for him. At one time a negro, named Charles, was 
confined in the stocks in fch^ building where I was at work, 
and had been severely whipped several times. He begged 
me to intercede for him and try to get him released. I told 
idnr l wodld} when his master came in to whip him 
again, I went up to him and told him I had been talking with 
Charles, and he had promised to behave better, &c.« and re¬ 
quested him not to punish him any more, but to let him go. 

diarlfla. iiA a MY. Canlkins has been plead- 
ing for you, I will let you go on his account and accord¬ 
ingly released him. 

Women are generally shown some little indulgence for 
three or four weeks previous to child-birth; they are not often 
punished at such times, if they do not finish the task assign¬ 
ed them; it is, in seme cases, passed oyer with a severe re¬ 
primand, and sometimes without any notice being taken of it. 
They are generally allowed four weeks after the birth of a 
child, before they are compelled to go into the field; they then 
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take tfce child with them, attended sometimes by a little 0x1 
or boy, from the age of four to six, to take care ofit while the 
mother is at work. When there is no child that can be spared, 
or none young enough for this service, the -mother, after nurs¬ 
ing, lays it under a tree, or by the side ofafenee, and goes to 
her task, returnirig at stated intervals to nurse it while I 
was on this plantation* a little tiegro girl, six years of age, 
destroyed the life of a child about two months old, which was 
left in her care. It seems this little nurse, so called, got tired 
of her charge and the labor of carrying it t0o the quarters at 
night, the mother being obliged to work as long as she could 
set. One evening she nursed the infant at subset es usual, 
and sent it to the quarters* .The little girl, on her way home, 
had to cross a run, or brook, which left dobp'into, tb# 5 
when she came to the brook, she followed xt into the swamp ; 
then took the infant and plunged it head foremost into the 
water and mud, where it stuck fast; she there left it and wftnt 
to the negro quarters. "When the mother came in from the 
field, she asked the girl where the child was; she told her 
she had brought it home, but did not know where it was; 
the overseer was immediately informed, search was made, 
and it was found as above stated, dead. The littlie girl 
was shut up in the barn, and confined there two or three 
weeks, when a speculator came along and bought her for two 
hundred dollars. 

The slaves ate obliged to work from daylight till dark, as 
long as they can see. When they have tasks assigned, which/ 
is often the case, a few of the strongest and ^ most expert 
sometimes7 finish them befor© sunset; otherswulbe ubllgeu 
to work till eight or nine o'clock in the evening. All must 
finish their tasks or take a flogging. The whip and gun, or 
pistol, are companions of the overseer; the former fie uses 

__f_*1—1 __ A - 
" V6rytT6»|MVllMJ U^uu UK! BCgl WUO, won lug *«v». W, V. .WW. , 

without regard to age or sex. Scarcely a day passed while 
I was on the plantation, in which some of the slavey were 
not whipped; I do not mean that they Were struck a jew 
blows merely, but had a set flogging. The same labor is 
cbmmonly assigned to men and women,—sncV as digging 
ditches in the rice marches, clearing up land, chopping cord- 
wood, threshing, &c. I have known the women go into the 
barn as soon as they could see in the moriiiiDig, and work as 
late as they could we at night, threshing rice with the flail, 
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(they now have a threshing machine,) and when they could 
see to thr*'°h no longer, they had to gather up the rice, carry 
it up stairs, and deposit it in the granary. 

The allowance of clothing bn this plantation to each slave 
was given out at Christmas for the year, and consisted of one 
pair of coarse shoes, and enough coarse cloth to make a jacket 
and trowsers. If the man has a wife, she makes it up; if not, 
it is made up in the house. The slaves on this plantation, 
being near Wilmington, procured themselves extra clothing 
by working Sundays and moonlight nights, cutting cord-wood 
in the swamps, which they had to back about a quarter of a 
mile to the river) they would then get a permit from their 
master, and taking the wood jn their canoes, carry it to Wil¬ 
mington, and sell it to the vessels, or dispose Of it as they 
best could, and with the money buy an old jacket of the sail¬ 
ors, some coarse cloth for a shirt, &c. They sometimes gather 
the moss from the trees, which they cleanse and take to mar¬ 
ket. The women receive their allowance of the same kind 
of cloth which the men have. This they make into a frock j 
if they have any under garments they rfaust procure them for 
themselves. When slaves get a permit fco leave the planta¬ 
tion, they sometimes make all ring again by singing the fol¬ 
lowing significant ditty, which shows that after all, there is a 
flow of spirits in the human breast'which for a while, at least, 
enables them to forget their wretchedness.* 

Hurra, for good ole Massa, 
He giv me de pass fco go to de city, 

IIuiTa, for good ole MioSIS, 

She bile de pot, and giv me de licker, 
Hurra, Pm goin to de city. 

Every Saturday night the slaves receive their allowance of 
provisions, which must last them till the next Saturday night. 
‘‘Potatde time,” as if is called, begins about the middle of 
July. The slave may measure for himself, the overseer being 
present, half a bushel of sweet potatoes, and heap the meas- 

*Slaves sometimes sing, and so do convicts in jail under sentence, and 
both for the same reason. Their singing proves that they want to be 
happy not that they are so. It is the means that they use to make them¬ 
selves happy, not the evidence that they are so already. Sometimes, 
doubtless, the excitement of song whelms their misery in momentary 
oblivion. He who argues from this that they have no conscious misery 
to forget, knows as little of human nature as of slavery. 



11 

lire as long as they will lie on, I have, however, seen the 
overseer, if he think the negro is getting too many, kick the 
measure ; and if any fall offs; tell him he has got his measure. 
No salt is furnished them to eat with their potatoes. When 
rice or com is given, they give them a little salt; sometimes 
half a pint of molasses is given, hut not often. The quantity 
of rice, which is of the small, broken, unsaleable kind, is one 
peck. When corn is given them? their allowance is the same, 
and if they get it ground, (Mr. Swan had a mill on his plan¬ 
tation,) they must give one quart for grinding, thus reducing 
their weekly allowance to seven quarts. When fish (mullet) 
were plenty, they were allowed in addition, one fish. As 
to meat, they seldom had any, I do not thiiik they had an 
allowance of meat oftener than once in two or three months, 
and then the quantity was very small. When they went 
into the field to work, they took some of the meal or rice and 
a pot with them; the pots were given to an old woman. who 
placed two poles parallel, set the pots on them, and kindled 
a fire underneath for cooking; she took salt with her and 
seasoned the messes as she thought proper. When their 
breakfast was ready, which Was generally about ten or eleven 
o’clock, they were' called from labor, ate, and returned to 
work; in the afternoon, dinner was prepared in the same 
way. They bad but two meals a day while in the field$ if 
they wanted more; they cooked for themselves after they 
returned to their quarters at night. At the time of killing 
hogs on the plantation, the pluck, entrails and blood were 
given to the slaves. 

When 1 first went upon Mr, Swan's plantation, I saw a 
slave in shackles or fetters, which were, fastened around 
each ankle and firmly riveted, connected together by a chain. 
To the middle of this chain he had fastened a string, so as in 
a manner to suspend them, and keep them from galling his 
ankles. This slave whose name was Frank, was an intelli¬ 
gent, good looking man, and a very good mechanic. There 
was nothing vicious in his character, but he was one of those 
high-spiiited and daring men, that whips, chains, fetters, and 
all the means of cruelty in the power of slavery, could not 
subdue. Mr. S. had employed a Mr. Beck with to repair a 
boat, and told h|m Frank was a good mechanic, and he 
might have his services. Frank was sent Tor*, his shackle* 
still on, Mr. Beckwith set him to work making trunnds, 



12 

&c. I was employed in putting up a building, and alter Mr 
Beckwith had done with Frank, he was sent for to assist me. 
Mr. Swan sent him to a blacksmith’s shop and had his 
shackles cut off with a cold chisel. Frank was' afterwards 
sold to a cotton planter.' 

I wiil relate one circumstance* which shows the little re¬ 
gard that is paid to the feelings of the slave. During the 
time that Mr. Isaiah Rogers was superintending the building 
of a rice machine, one of the slaves complained of a severe 
toothache. Swan asked Mr. Rogers to take his hammer and 
knock out the tooth, r 

There was a slave on the plantation named Ben, a waiting 
man. I occupied a room in the same hut, and had frequent 
conversations with him. Ben was a kind-hearted man, and I 
believe, a Christian ; he would always, ask a blessing before 
he sat down to eat, and was in the constant practice oi pray¬ 
ing morning and night. One day when I was at the hut, 
Ben was sent for to go to the house. Ben sighed deeply and 
went. He soon returned with a girl about seventeen years 
of age, whom one of Mr. Swan’s daughters had ordered him 
to dog. He brought her into the room where I was, and told 
her to stand there while he went into the next room: I heard 
him groan again as he went* While there I heard his voice, 
and he was engaged in prayer. After a few minutes he re. 
turned with a large cowhide, and stood before the girl with¬ 
out saying a word. I concluded he wished me to leave the 
hut, which I did $ and immediately after I heard the girl 
scream. At every blow she would shriek, “ Do Ben ! oh 
do, Ben l” This is a common expression of the slaves to 
a person whipping them; “Do, Massa!” or, “Do, Mistress \n 

After she had gone, X asked Ben what she was whipped 
for: he told me she had done something to displease her 
young mistress; and in boxing her ears, and otherwise beating 
her, she had scratched her finger by a pin in the girl’s dress, 
for which she sent her to be flogged. I asked him if he had 
stripped her before flogging; he said yes; he did not like to 
do this, but was obliged to: he said lie was once ordered 
to whip a woman, which he did without stripping her; on 
her return to the house, her mistress examined her back, 
and not seeing any marks, he was sent for, and asked why 
he had not whipped her ; he replied he had ; she said , she 
saw no marks, and asked him if he had,made her pull her 
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clothes off i he said> No, She then told him, that when he 
whipped any more of the women, he must make them strip 
off their clothes, as well as the men, and dog them on their 
bare backs, or be should be flogged himself. 

Ben often appeared very gloomy and sad: I have frequent¬ 
ly heard him, when in his room, mourning over his condition, 
and exclaim, “ Poor African slave ! Poor African slave !” 
Whipping was so common an occurrence on this plantation, 
that it would be too a great a repetition to state the many 
and severe floggingsl have seen inflicted on the slaves. They 
were flogged for not performing their tasks, for being care¬ 
less, slow, or not in time, for going to the fire to warm, &c. 
&c., and it often seemed as if occasions were sought as an 
excuse for punishing them. 

On one occasion, I heard the overseer charge thehands to 
be at a certain place the next morning, at sun-rise. I was 
present in the morning, in company with my brother, when 
the hands arrived. Joe, the slave already spoken of, came 
running, all out of breath, about five minutes behind the 
time, when, without asking any questions, the overseer told 
him to take off his jacket. Joe took off his jacket; he bad on 
a piece of a shirt; he told him to take it off : Joe took it 
off: he then whipped him with a heavy cow-hide full six 
feet long. At every stroke Joe would spring from the ground 
and scream, “Gray God! Do, Massa Galloway P* My 
brother was so exasperated, that he turuedto meandsan^ 
“ If I were Joe, 1 would kill the overseer, If i knew I should 
be shot the next minute.” r.- 

In the winter the horn blew at about four in the morning, 
and all the threshers were, required to be at the threshing 
floor in fifteen minutes after. They had to go about a quar¬ 
ter of a mile from their quarters. Galloway would stand 
near the entrance, and all who did not come in time would 
get a blow over the back or head as heavy as he could strike. 
I have seen him, at such times, follow after them, striking 
furiously a number of blows, and every one followed by 
their screams. I have seen the women go to their work af¬ 
ter such a flogging, crying and taking on most piteously. 

It is almost impossible to believe that human nature can 
endure such hardships and sufferings as the slaves have to go 
through: I have seen them driven into a ditch in a rice swamp 
to bail out the water, in order to put down a flood gate, when 



14 

they bad to break the ice, and there stand in the water among 
the ice Until it was bailed out. I have often known the hands 
to be taken from the field, sent down the river in flats or boats 
to Wilmington,absent from twenty-four to thirty hours, without 
anything to eatf no provision being made for these occasions. 

Galloway kept medicine on hand, that in case any of the 
slaves were sick, he could give it to them without sending for 
a physician ; but he always kept a good look out that they 
did not sham sickness. When any of them excited his sus¬ 
picions, he would make them take the medicine in his pres¬ 
ence, and would give them a rap on the top of the head to 
make them swallow it. A man once came to him of whom 
he was suspicious : he gave him two portions of salts, and 
fastened him in the stocks for the night. His medicine soon 
began to operate ; and thefe he lay in all his filth till he was 
taken out the next day. 

One day Mr. Swan beat a slave severely, for alleged care¬ 
lessness in letting a boat get adrift. The slave was told to 
secure the boat: whether he took sufficient means for this 
purpose I do not know; he was not allowed to make any 
defence. Mr Swan called him up, and asked him why he 
did not secure the boat : he pulled off his hat and began to 
tell his story. Swan told him he was a damned liar, and com¬ 
menced beating him over the head with a hickory cane, and 
the slave retreated backwards ; Swan followed him about 
two rods, threshing him over the head with the hickory as he 
went. f 

As I was one day standing near some slaves who were 
threshing, the driver, thinking one of the women did not use 
her flail quick enough, struck her oyer the head ; the end of 
the whip hit her in the eye. 1 thought at the time he had 
put it out : but, after poulticing and doctoringforsome days, 
she recovered. Speaking to him about it;, he said that he once 
struck a slave so as to put one of her eyes entirely out. 

A patrol is kept upon each estate, and every slave found 
off the plantation without a pass is whipped on the spot.— 
I knew a slave who started without a pass one'night for a 
neighboring plantation, to see his wife : he was caught, tied 
to a tree and flogged. He stated his business to the patrol, 
who was well acquainted with him. but all to no purpose. I 
spoke to the patrol about it afterwards j he said he knew 
the negro, that he was a very clever fellow, but he had to 
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whip him; for, if he let him pass, he must another, &c. He 
stated that he had sometimes caught and flogged four in "a 
night. 

In conversation with Mr. Swan about runaway slaves, he 
stated to me the following fact:—-A slave by the name of 
Luke, was cftvned in Wilmington ; he was sold to a specu¬ 
lator and carried to Georgia. After an absence of about 
two months the slave returned : he watched an opportunity 
to enter his old master’s house when the family wete absent, 
no one being at home but a young waiting man. Luke went 
to the room where his master kept his arms ; took his gun, 
with some ammunition, and went into the woods. On the 
return of bis master, the waiting man told him what had been 
done; this threw him into a violent passion ; he swore he 
would kill Luke, or lose his own life. He loaded another 
gun, took two men, and made search, but could not find him; 
he then advertised him, offering a large reward if delivered 
to him or lodged in jail. His neighbors, however, advised 
him to offer a reward of two hundred dollars for hini dead or 
alive, which he did. Nothing however was heard of him for 
some months. Mr. Swan said, one of his slaves had ran 
away, and was gone eight or ten weeks ; on his return lie 
said he had found Luke, and that lie had a rifle, two pistols, 
and a sword. 

I the plantation in the spring, and returned to the 
North ; when I went out again, the- next fall, I askecI Mr. 
Swan if anything had been heard of Luke ; he said he was 
shot, and related to me the manner of his death, as follows : 
—Luke went to one of the plantations, and entered a hut for 
something to eat. Being fatigued, he sat down and fell asleep. 
There w as only a woman in the hut at the time! as soon as 
she found he was asleep, she ran and told her master, who 
took his rifle, and called two white men on another planta-, 
lion; the three, with their rifles, then went to the hut, and 
posted themselves at different positions, so that they could 
watch the door. When Luke waked up he went to the door 
to look out, and saw them with their rifles, he stepped back 
and raised his gun to his race. Thej called to him to sur¬ 
render; and stated" that they had him in their power, and 
said he had better give up. He said he would not; and if 
they tried to take him he would kill one of them ; for if be 
gave np, he knew they would kill him. and hh was deter* 
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mined to sell Lis life as dear as he could. They told him if 
he shquld shoot one of them, the other twoc would certainly 
kill him : he replied, he was determined not to give up, and 
kept his gun moving from one to the other; and while his rifle 
was turned toward one, another, standing in a different di¬ 
rection, shot him through the head, and he fell lifeless to the 
ground. 

There was another slave shot while I was there ; this man 
had runaway, and had been living in the woods a longtime, 
and it was not knoy^h where he was, till one day he was dis- 
covered by two men, who went on the large island near Bel- 
videre to hunt turkeys : they shot him. and carried his head 
home. 

It is common to keep dogs on the plantations, to pursue 
and catch runaway slaves. I was once bitten by one of 
them. I went to the overseer’s house, the dog lay in the 
piazza: as soon as I put my foot upon the floor, he sprang 
and bit me just above the knee, but not severely; be tore ray 
pantaloons badly. The overseer apologized for bis dog, say¬ 
ing he never knew him to bite a white man before. He said 
be once had a dog, when he lived on another plantation, that 
was very useful to him in hunting runaway negroes. He said 
that a slave on the plantation once ran away; as soon as 
he found the course he took, he put the dog on the track, and 
he soon came so close upon him that the man had to climb 
a tree | he followed with his gun, and brought the slave home* 

The slaves have a great dread of being sold and carried 
South. It is generally said, and I have no doubt of its truth, 
that they are much worse treated farther South. 

The following are a few among the many facts related to 
me while I lived among the slaveholders. The names of the 
planters and plantations, I shall not give, as they did not come 
under my own observation. I however place the fullest con¬ 
fidence in their truth. 

A planter not far from Mr. Swan’s. employed an overseer 
to whom he paid $400 a year ; he became dissatisfied with 
hiipi because he did not drive the slaves hard enough, and 
get more work out of them. He therefore sent to South 
Carolina, or Georgia, and got a man to whom he paid I be¬ 
lieve $800 a year. He proved to be a cruel fellow, and drove 
the slaves almost to death. There was a slave oh this plan¬ 
tation, who had repeatedly run away, and had been severely 
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flogged every time. The last time he was caught, a hole 
was dug in the ground, and he buried up to the chin, his 
artns being secured down by his sides. He was kept in this 
situation four or five days. 

The following was told me by an intimate friend ; it took 
place on a plantation containing about one hundred slaves. 
One day the owner ordered the women into the barn; he 
then went in among them, whip in hand, and told them he 
meant to flog them all to death; they began immediately to 
cry out u What have I done Massal” “ What have X done 
Massal” - He replied; “D—n you I will let you know 
what you have done: you don’t breed, I haven*! had a young 
one from one of you for several months.*’ They told him 
they could uot breed while they had to work in the rice 
ditches. (The rice grounds are low and marshy, and hav© 
to be drained, and while digging or clearing the ditches, the 
women had to work rn mud and water from one to two feet 
in depth; they were obliged to draw up and secure their 
frocks about their waist, to keep them out of the water : in 
this manner they frequently had to work from daylight in 
the morning till it was so dark they could see no longei 
After swearing and threatening for some time, he told them 
to tell the overseer’s wife when they got in that way, and he 
would put them upon the land to work. - 

This same planter had a female slave who was a member 
of the Methodist Church; for a slave she was* intelligent 
and conscientious. He proposed a criminal hitercsurse with 
her. She would not comply. He left her and sent for the 
overseer, and told him to have her flogged. It was done.-— 
Not long after, he renewed his proposal. She again refused. 
She was again whipped. He then told her why> she had 
been twice flogged, and told her he intended to whip her 
until she should yield. The girl, seeing that her case was 
hopeless, her back smarting with the scourging she had re¬ 
ceived, and dreading a repetition, gave herself up to be the 
victim of his brutal lusts. 

One of the slaves on another plantation gave birth to a 
child which lived but two or three weeks. After its death 
the planter called the woman to him, and asked her ho w she 
came to let the child die; said it was all owing to her care¬ 
lessness, and that he meant to flog her for it. She told him 
with all the feeling of a mother, the circumstances of its death. 
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Bui her story availed her nothing against the savage brutality 
of her master. She was severely whipped, A healthy child 
four months old was then considered worth SI00 in North 
Carolina. 

The foregoing facts ^were related to me by white persons 
of character and respectability. The following fact was re¬ 
lated to me on a plantation where I have spent considerable 
time, and where the punishment was inflicted. I have no 
doubt of its truth. A slave ran away from his master, and 
got as far as Newbern. He took provisions that lasted him 
a week; but having eaten all, he went to a house to get 
something to satisfy his hunger, A white man suspecting 
him to be a runaway* demanded his pass: as he had none he 
was seized and put in Newbern jail. He was there adver* 
tised, his description given, &c. His master saw the adver¬ 
tisement and " sent tor him; when he was brought back, his 
wrists were tied together and drawn over his knees. A stick 
was then passed over his arms and under his knees, and he 
secured in this manner, his trowsers were then stripped down, 
and he turned over on his side, and severely beaten with the 
paddle, and then turned over and severely beaten on the 
other side, and then turned back again, and tortured by an¬ 
other bruising and beating. He was afterwards kept in the 
stocks a week, and whipped every morning. 

To show the disgusting pollutions of slavery, and how it 
covers witt* moral filth; every thing it touches, I will state two 
sr three facts, which I have on sueh evidence I cannot doubt 
their truth. A planter offered'a'white man of my acquaint¬ 
ance twenty dollars for every one of his female slaves he 
would get in the family way. This offer was no doubt made 
for the purpose of improving the stock, on the same princi¬ 
ple that fanners endeavor to improve their cattle by crossing 
the breed. 

Slaves belonging to merchants and others in the city, often 
hire their own time,for which they pay various prices per week 
or month, according to the capacity of the slave. The females 
who thus hire their time, pursue various modes to procure 
the money ; their masters make no enquiry how they get it, 
provided the money comes. If it is not regularly paid they 
are flogged. Some take in washing, some cook on board 
vessels, pick oakum, sell peanuts, &c., while others, younger 
and more comely, often resort to the vilest pursuits. I 



knew a man from the North, who, though married to a res¬ 
pectable southern woman, kept two of these mulatto girls in 
an upper room of his store; his wife told some of her friends 
that he had not lodged at home for two weeks together. I 
have seen these two kept misses^ as they ate called, at his 
store ; he was afterwards stabbed in an attempt to arrest a 
runaway slave, and died in about ten days; 

The clergy at the North cringe beneath the corrupting in¬ 
fluence of slavery, and their moral courage is borne down 
by it. Not the hypocritical and unprincipled alone, but even 
such as can hardly be supposed to be destitute of sincerity. 

Going one morning to the Baptist Sunday School in Wil¬ 
mington, in which f was engaged, 1 fell in with the Rev. 
Thomas P. .Hunt, who was going to the Presbyterian school. 
I asked him how he could bear to see the little negro chil¬ 
dren beating their hoops, hallooing and running about the 
streets, as we then saw them, their moral condition entirely 
neglected, while the whites were so carefully gathered int;o 
the schools. His reply was substantially this:—CT can’t bear 
it, Mr. Caulkins. I feel as deeply as any one can on this 
subject, but what can I do I My hands are tied.” 

Now, if Mr. Hunt was guilty of neglecting his duty, as a 
servant of Him who never failed to rebuke sin in high 
places, what shall be said of those clergymen at the North, 
(where the power that closed his mouth is comparatively un* 
felt,) who refuse to tell their people how God abho*^ Oppres¬ 
sion, and who seldom open their mouths on this subject, 
but to denounce the friends of emancipation, tfrasgmng the 
strongest support to the accursed system of slavery. I be¬ 
lieve Mr. Hunt has since become an agent of the Tempe¬ 
rance Society. * 

In stating the foregoing facts, my object has been to show 
the practical workings of the system of slavery, and if poss^ 
hie to correct the misapprehension on this subject, socoi>> 
mon at the North. In doing this I am not at war with slave¬ 
holders. No, my soul is moved for them as well as for the 
poor slaves. May God send them repentance, to the ac¬ 
knowledgement of the truth ! Principle, on a subject of 
this nature, is dearer to me than the applause of men, and 
should not he sacrificed on any subject, even though the ties 
of friendship may be broken. We have too long been silent 
on this subject; the slave has been too much considered, by 
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our Northern states, as being kept by necessity in his pres¬ 
ent condition. Were we to ask, in the language of Pilate, 
What evil have they'done!—We may search their history, we 
cannot find that they have taken up arms against our gov¬ 
ernment, nor insulted us a nation, that they are thus com¬ 
pelled .to drag out a life in chains-—subjected to the most 
terrible inflictions if in any way they manifest a wish to-be 
released. Let us reverse the question. What evil has been 
done to them by those who call themselves masters 1 First 
let us look at their persons, “neither clothed nor naked”— 
I have seen instances where this phrase would not apply to 
boys and girls, and that too in winter. I knew one young 
man seventeen years of age, by the name of Dave, on Mr. 
J. Swan’s plantation, worked day after day at the rice ma¬ 
chine, as naked as when he was born. The reason of hirbe- 
ing so, his master said in my hearing, was that he could not 
keep clothes on him—-he would get into the fire and burn 
them off ; 

Follow them next to their huts ; some with and 
some without floorsGo at night, view their means 
of lodging, see them lying on benches, some on the 
floor or ground, some sitting on stools, dozing away the night; 
—others, of younger age, with a bare blanket wrapped about 
them ; and one or two lying in the ashes. These things I 
have often seen with my own eyes. 

Examine their means of subsistence, which consists gene¬ 
rally of seven quarts of meal, or eight quarts of small for 
one week ; then follow them to their work, with driver and 
overseer pushing them to the utmost of their strength, by 
threatening and whipping. 

If they are sick from fatigue and exposure, go to their 
huts, as I have often done, and see them groaning under a 
burning fever or pleurisy, lying on some straw, their feet to 
the fire, with barely a blanket to cover them, or on some 
boards nailed together in the form of a bedstead. 

And after seeing all this and hearing them tell of their suf¬ 
ferings, need I ask, is there any evil connected with their con¬ 
dition, and if so upon whom is it to be charged \ I answer 
for myself and the reader can do the same. 

Our government stands first chargeable for allowing Slavery 
to exist under its own jurisdiction. Second, the States, for 
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^acting laws to secure their victims. Third, the slaveholder, 
for carrying out such enactments, in horrid form enough to 
chill the jblood. Fourth, every person who knows what 
slavery is, and does not raise his voice against this crying sin, 
but by silence gives consent to its continuance, is chargeable 
with guilt in the sight of God. “The blood of Zacharias, 
who was slain between the terfiple and altar,” says Christ, 
“WILL I REQUIRE OP THIS GENERATION.” 

Look at the slave, his condition but little, if at all, better 
than that of the brute; chained down by the law, and the 
will of his master; and every avenue closed against relief; 
and the names of those who plead for him, cast out as 
evil;—must not humanity let its voice be heard, and tell to 
Israel their transgressions, and to Judah their sins! 

May God look upon their afflictions, and deliver them 
from their cruel task-masters! I verily believe He 
will, if there be any efficacy in prayer. I have been to 
their prayer-meetings and with them offered piayer in their 
behalf. I have heard some of them in their huts before 
day-light, praying in their simple broken language, telling 
their heavenly Father of their trials in the following and 
similar language ; 

“Fader in heaven, look upon de poor slave, dat have 
to work all de day long, dat cant have de time to pray 
only in de night, and den massa mus not know it.* Fader, 
have mercy on massa and missus. Fader, when shall poor 
slave get through de world f. when .will death come, and da 
poor slave go to heaven and in their meetings they fre¬ 
quently add, “Fader, bless the white man dat come to hear 
de slave pray, bless his family,” and so on. They uniformly 
begin their meetings by singing the following :— 

,£And are we yet alive 
To see eaeh other’s face,** &c. 

Is the ear of the Most High deaf to the prayer of the 
slave 1 I do firmly believe that their deliverance will come, 
and that the prayer of this poor afflicted people will be an¬ 
swered. 

•At this time there was some fear of insurrection, and the slaves were 
forbidden to hold meetings. 



Emancipation would be safe, I have had eleven winter 
to learn the disposition of the slaves, and am satisfied they 
would cheerfully work for pay. Give them education equal 
and just laws, and they will become a most interesting people. 
Oh! let a cry be raised which shall awaken the conscience o 
this guilty nation, to demand for the slaves immediate ant 

UNCONDITIONAL EMANCIPATION. 

Nehemxah Caulkins 


