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Delia Akeley and J. T. Jr. the vervet monkey, The American Museum journal, public domain via the Internet Archive 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_American_Museum_journal_(c1900-(1918))_(18162391455).jpg
https://archive.org/details/americanmuseumjo18amer/page/670/mode/1up


Background
Part of WikiProject research expeditions

Feeds into TDWG Expeditions task group

Uses Wikidata as data repository

International knowledge graph of expeditions

Funded by Wikimedia Aotearoa NZ 

In kind support from Te Papa

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Research_expeditions
https://www.tdwg.org/community/cd/expeditions/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.wikimedia.nz/


What is Wikidata?
Structured data
Multilingual
Anyone can edit 
CC0 licensed
Identifier hub
Queryable
Data reuse

Wikidata logo, Wikimedia Foundation  CC0 via Wikicommons

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-logo.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


WikiProject aims

Test Wikidata research expedition schema
Add Te Papa related expeditions to Wikidata
Document issues with schema
Feedback to WikiProject Research Expeditions
Update TDWG task group
Engage with Te Papa staff
Hold research expedition focused events



WikiProject page

Screenshot of the Te Papa Research Expeditions project page CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Te_Papa_Research_Expeditions
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Te_Papa_Research_Expeditions
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Research expedition schema

Screenshot of Wikidata WikiProject Research Expeditions CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Research_expeditions/Properties
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Research_expeditions/Properties#Other_properties
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Project outcomes

100+ Wikidata items created and linked

Feedback to WikiProject research expeditions

Images uploaded to Wikicommons

Multiple Wikipedia articles created

Two Wikipedia editathons 



Te Papa outcomes

Mapped research expedition schema to EMu

Reuse of Wikidata items for research expeditions

Exploring linking expeditions to specimens 
 (Wikidata QID as dwc:parentEventID)

Creation of Wikipedia article Infobox template

Two events - 1 staff facing, 1 public facing

Screenshot of the infobox generated from Wikidata in the 1962–1963 Dominion Museum expedition Wikipedia article  CC BY SA  4.0

http://rs.tdwg.org/dwc/terms/parentEventID
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1962%E2%80%931963_Dominion_Museum_expedition
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Mapping Schema to EMu 
EMu Party record & Narrative record

Displayed on Te Papa's API & Collections 
Online website as Agents & Topics

Party record can link expedition as 
collector

Party record identifier can be added to 
Wikidata item via Te Papa agent ID 
property.

Narrative record combines structured & 
free text & links to objects & specimens

Screenshot of Mapping to EMu, WikiProject Te Papa research expeditions,  CC BY SA  4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Te_Papa_Research_Expeditions/Outcomes/Mapping_to_EMu
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P3544
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Te_Papa_Research_Expeditions/Outcomes/Mapping_to_EMu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Screenshot of Te Papa Collections Online. Copyright Te Papa. Reused with permission. Screenshot of the Wikidata item for the Auckland Islands Expedition (1962-1963) CC BY SA  4.0

Te Papa Collections Online

https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/agent/35634
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q124815298
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/


Data sovereignty

CARE Principles for Indigenous Data Governance

Māori Data Governance Model

Te Papa’s Mana Taonga principle

https://www.gida-global.org/care
https://www.waikato.ac.nz/assets/Uploads/Research/Research-institutes-centres-and-groups/Institutes/Te-Ngira-Institute-for-Population-Research/Maori_Data_Governance_Model.pdf
https://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/2018/09/12/the-mana-of-taonga-and-what-it-means-for-museums-in-aotearoa/


Final report

Screenshot of WikiProject Te Papa research expeditions final report, CC BY 4.0 
DOI: https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.12639654 

https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.12639654
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Te_Papa_Wikidata_Research_Expeditions_Report.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.12639654
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