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" °Save and except matters relating to foreign powers and policies,
the Nizams of Hyderabad have been independent in the intemnal affaiis
of their State just as much as the British Government in British india.
With the reservation mentioned by me, the two parties have on all
occassions acted with complete freedom and mdependence in allinter-
Govemnmental questions that naturally arise from time to time between
neighbours. Now, the Berar question is not:and cannot be covered by
that reservation. No foreign, power of policy is concemed or involvedin
its examinations and thus, the subject comes to be a controversy
between the two Govermnments that stand on the same plane wuthout
any limitations of subordination of one to the other.”
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-“The Sovereignty of the British Crown is supreme in India, and
therefore no Ruler of an Indian State can justifiably claim to negotiate
with the British Government on an equal footing. Its supremacy is not

‘based only upon treafies and engagementS. but exists mdependentty

of them and, quite apart from its prerogative in matters relating to foreign

powers and policies, it is.the right and duty of the British Government|

while scrupulosly respect all treaties and engagements with the Indian
States, to preserve peace and good order throughout India. The
consequences that follow are so well known, and so clearly apply no
less to your Exalted Highness that to other Rulers, that it seems hardly
necessary to point them out. But if illustrations are necessary, 1would
remind Your Exalted nghness that the Ruler of Hyderabad along with
other Rulers received in 1862 a Sanad declaratory of the British
Government subjeot to continued loyalty to the Crown; that no
succession in'the Masnad of Hyderabad is valid unless it is recognised




by his Majesty the King-Emperor; and the Brmsh Government is the -
only arbiter in cases of disputed succession." :
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