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I, RANDALL 8, RICHARDSON, with permanent address at 941 Frederick
S8treet, Burbank, California, make oath and say as follows:

Prior to 1941 I was serving 4in the U.8. Navy as a 8B8econd Class
Aerologist. I then learned that applications were being accepted for
service in the American Volunteer Group for service in China and I was

released and discharged from the Navy for the purpose of making application

to Commander Irvine, who was in charge of enlistments at 90 Church

Street, New York City.

I was informed that they were only accenting service men with certain

minimum ratings and that a complete training program was to be undertaken,

I arrived at Tongbo, China in August 1941 and received rigorous training

of approximately five months under the personal instructions of

Brigadier General Chennault,

At the time of my arrival about 100 Americans were also being trained

in all branches of flying, BSubsequently other groups arrived and so we

had approximately 250 Americans in the complete group,
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There were approximately 100 P~40 combat planes which were used for

training purposes and at the time of the completion of the training period

about 35 planes had been destroyed so that the group operated with the

65 remaining planes,

We then flew in three squadrons from Tongoo to Kunming which was

thereafter the headquarters of the American Volunteer Oroup which was also

known as the Flying Tigers,

We operated a weather forecasting station and with the aid of the

Chinese drew up certain forecasting charts for the use of the pilots in

carrying out their missions,

proposed Japanese faids 88 soon as the planes started on their mission and

our planes were then sent out to intercept the J apanese

planes, Our group

accounted for about a total of 456 Japanese planes in combat in China accord-

ing to official count and there were probably others but actual proof could

not be furnished,
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The American Volunteer Oroup continued to operate under the super-

vision of Brigadier (General Chennault after war was declared in December 1941
and for about six months thereafter, Operations were carried on in the

same manner as previously stated and the Oroup continued to function in

exactly the same manner,

AT TOKYO
This b day of \ w4 )

DEPONENT s §§ /

I hereby certify that the foregoing was duly sworn to, signed and sealed in the

presence of this witness,

At the ssme placg, on the same day

04

I swear, according to my conscience, that I shell state the truth, whole

truth, without holding nor adding anything,
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‘I, RANDALT, S RITE'RLEUI, with Seraanent address at 941
Frederi ok otreot, Burhanic, O 0B (e R S TR T O0ath and say as
follows:

Prior to 1941 I was BORVIN 2 2% LUe 68! Navy ae =~ Seapnu
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o8 Aerologist, I then lenrned thot opolicitions wer. : -+-

« 2¢mted for servico in the .iiericen Volunteer GI3UY "o a

il 5 SUIK

o A,

‘n China and I wae releaseq and discharged r»nm uhAa Nu o

the purpuse of neking application to Comnander v tia, why we -

In charge of nallstnents at 90 Church Geirees. How Yoo Uil

Z wes 1nformen uiitt they wepra VLY ayﬁfpting serviz: men
with certain alninug retinszg anA vzt n Gu;piC:J “TUdanlng progy:.
Va8 to be underitaien. LoaanTiven ey tngo0. Chlna in iugust 1947
and rececived rigurous veuning oF CDRroXinatelv e acnthy
under tae peraonal ingviuctions of Brj&:ﬁier Ganaral Chennault.

£ the tine or oy CAIvEl woout i nari.cans were alsc
beirg trained in al. Yronahas of Liying. “ubsoyuently other
Eroups arrivea and so we Dot Gpprasinetoly 20 fmericns in the

conplete groun.

Therc woere &b rozdmately 10 ..qn cciitat plaires whink

WErc usad forp training SUrpaseas und ot ‘tha tine of wne czoupletio
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thot the TOUD operatad with the a5 “elnining planes.

of the trainigg porlod about G5 planes hac ' eern degtroyed so

We thon flew in Ltaree sauadrons vron Tongoo vo Kumiing

Which was thereafter g headquarters of the smericon Velunteer
Group which was elso known as +)¢ Flying Tigers.

e oporatod & weother forecasting station and with the
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My neme 1is former General of Army ABE Nobuyuki. (ii)
My address is No. 88, l-chome, Shimotekaido, Suginami-ku, Tokyo-to.

ARAKI Sedao and 1 were very intimetcz friends among classmates
end I have known his character and opinion very well. He has been
the man of firm belief and has never given in to anyone when he be-
lieved he was right; so that he was often misunderstood. Never-the-
less his idea was alwayvs moderate and impartial and never gone 1o
extreme. He was very sympathetic to others snd so good- hearted as

often blamed of wanting firmness. He hated to entrap &anyone resort-

ing to intrigues.

In the days of Manchurian Incident, I was in the service abroad

and had seldom chance to see him. In those few cases when 1 could
gmm;cLuﬁuvb&cﬁﬂ-

see him Jl-—wes—awspe=ei his effort thet, being appointed as the
Minister of Army after the outbreak of the lncident, how he nad been
working herd to stop the warfare from being extended to whole sphere
of Chinﬁve and Japanese relations from his worry over ill-tracked
public opinion in our country as well as abroad; and thws he was de-
termined with unusual firmness and consideration to terminate the
military operations in Manchuria in a possib‘e short period of time
by restoring peace snd order there.

In October 193¢ 1 formed a cabinet and on the lst of December
I was able to get the consent of ARAKL to Jjoin my cabinet &s a
counsellor. The system of counsellorship to Premier was 1lnaugurated
at the time of lst KONOE Cabinet with the aims of advising Premier
for termination of Chine Incident. One could drsw neither authority

nor allowance from the system and it remeined like an honorary serv-

lce. Valuing ARAKI at high esteem in his sbility in prompqgrounding-
W@?b’l’ O

up of Manchm Iﬁcident and, he was in m-a-&ii?ord with my wish-

cs 1n dealing Qh4as X, I had- asked him

to accept cousellorship ang help me.




AREZKI, however, was very reluctant saying that while he wes
serving as Minister of Education in the lst KONOE Cabinet &nd
HIRANUMA Cebinet, belng & civil minister, he hed neither been

y 50 8
askedfgsﬁﬁis opinion nor haQAppportunity of presenting his own
idea on the problems of military operations end foreign affairs;
then how could he serve the country as a mere counsellor for rrem-
ler, the post of which wainonly ésexme with no meaning. Never-

the-less he finally yielded to my earnest request considering our
friendship and accepted the post.

My cabinet resigned in one month after that appointment andﬂiﬁw’
4, e
VJ I had not sufficient chance Lo hesar from him bodh in of"icial ew O”/

=B a.-dn private cepuacity.
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